
REGISTER OF RECONCILIATION 

This register gave members of the public a chance to express their regret at failing to prevent human 

rights violations and to demonstrate their commitment to reconciliation. 

Mrs Mary Burton, the TRC Commissioner who proposed the establishment of the register, explains: 

'The register has been established in response to a deep wish for reconciliation in the hearts of many 

South Africans -- people who did not perhaps commit gross violations of human rights but 

nevertheless wish to indicate their regret for failures in the past to do all they could have done to 

prevent such violations; people who want to demonstrate in some symbolic way their commitment 

to a new kind of future in which human rights abuses will not take place. 

'We know that many South Africans are ready and eager to turn away from a past history of division 

and discrimination. Guilt for wrongdoing needs to be translated into positive commitment to 

building a better society - the healthiest and most productive form of atonement.' 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 16:26:15 

I am an Afrikaner who has been grossly misled by my peers of the time. I was led to believe that all was 
well both in the Christian and worldly sense. I now realise that this was not so and will do all in my 
power to make amends for the wrongs of the past and ensure that those who follow me will be exposed 
differently. Therefore they will act differently as I and my family shall now do. 

Ulrich Swart, Rivonia, Sandton, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 17:00:01 

My Grandfather fought WW1, my Father fought WW2, I fought Apartheid's Wars and I pray that my Son 
will be the first male in four generations of my family not to have to fight a war. 

Craig Michael Williamson, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 18:42:55 

Along this way I wish to say I am sorry for evading the issue and not doing my bit to stop the SINS of 
the past by doing more, or for that matter, more. 

I wish to show my repentance by signing this GREAT effort, and show my faith in the new dispensation. 
I know it will work. Long live the TRUTH.!! 

Pieter Douwes Sorgdrager, Klerksdorp, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 19:55:06 

I am ashamed of the behaviour of my fellow white South Africans and regret my inactivity in not 
objecting to the human rights abuses of my fellow South Africans. 

I am eternally grateful to the magnanimous attitude of the ANC leadership with regard to their 
compassion and belief in democratic principles. 
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I am once again proud to be a South African and congratulate the ANC on the giant strides forward they 
have made. 

Peter S Rosmarin, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 21:13:11 

It is with deep regret that I reflect on my past. 

It is with deep sorrow that I acknowledge my complicity as a white South African. 

And it is with immeasurable guilt that I assume responsibility for my role in our shameful past. 

I cannot say "I did not know". 

I can only say I chose not to know. 

I chose the safety of my own family over my moral duty to my compatriots. 

I chose my own comfort over the pain of knowing and the imperative to risk that this knowledge would 
bring. 

I raised and educated my children with privilege, whilst those around me were deprived. 

I am so deeply sorry! 

And the opportunity to express this regret and offer apology does not unburden me. 

This privilege allows me to reach even further into my soul to express the remorse that I feel. 

It impels me to continue to seek in my own small way to help repair the damage to our people and our 
land caused not only by "perpetrators", but also by us, the bystanders, in the tragedy of our past. 

It impels me also to rejoice in the present freedom to build a new and great South Africa 

Dr Merle Friedman, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Monday, December 15, 1997 at 21:28:14 

The past I regret particularly having served in the army in Namibia against my fellow country brothers. 

I am astounded and hurt on hearing the revelations of ex and current security personnel on the 
atrosities committed in the past. I further am astounded at the same issues committed by the ANC, 
AZAPO and other organisations during this period. 

I further plead with the Government to eradicate the current plauge of vilolence and disregard of law 
and order in our country. 

I wish you, the commission, and all South African's peace, justice, love and a light of hope for the 

comming year. 

May God Bless South Africa. 

Peter R Laubscher, Port Elizabeth, SA 
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********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 22:21:28 

2Chron 7:14 "if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land." 

May this truly be a process of humbling and turning from wicked ways that we all, whether actively or 
passively committed in the past. May God have mercy in restoring the hearts of our people in turning 
the hearts of the fathers to the sons, and the heart of the sons to the fathers. 

Heal our land oh Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we Pray !!!!! 

Rev PHB Du Plessis, Church on the Rock (Roodepoort), Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 22:36:29 

Let's learn from the past & build for the future. 

Quinton van Eeden, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 22:40:22 

For being a defence force member in 1983 and 1985 and witnessing the police force involved in 
brutalities against the local population in and around Uitenhage and failing to do anything to prevent 
this. 

To have done anything then, would have involved a court martial, for this, I am truly sorry... 

Peter Reitemeyer, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 22:43:10 

For all that I have done and all that I have failed to do. 

Brendan Girdler-Brown, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 22:53:48 

I wish to express my deepest regrets for my non-involvement. 

Anne Peimer, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 23:01:02 

The New South Africa has afforded me the opportunity to recognise and respect the dignity of all South 
Africans. 
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Grant Nurden, Pietermaritzburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 23:14:29 

I was born in the fifties in the Eastern Cape and so grew up being a part of the system. I am deeply 

sorry for any pain caused by my failure to act and stand up for the people of this land who were 
oppressed. I beg your forgiveness. 

Alexa (Fuff) Kirsten, Wellington, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 23:35:06 

I am sorry for what I did during the bush war. 

I am sorry for being a racist during the apartheid years. 

Deon Stols, Centurion, SA 
********************************************** 

Monday, December 15, 1997 at 23:54:14 

One step at a time, we've been still, then crawled, walked to freedom, memories of pain, shame and 

heroes will run with us through life. Scars take a long time to heal, sometimes never. Let's give and take 
a hand for reconcilliation even if it's bloodied. I salute all the fallen Heroes,and hope their stolen joy of 
freedom will have an extra sparkle in it for their children to enjoy. To those dishonest, unrepentant and 
bloodied handed people out there -- it's a shame that will be hung around the neck until you are buried 

in the African soil. 

I ask for forgiveness for being so complacent when so many inhumane injustices were taking place 
before me. 

(p.s -has the TRC ever investigated the cicumstances surrounding Neil Aggot's death in detention) 

Clive Bradford, Gardens, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 01:50:33 

1. As a "white" South African, who served the country in the Army, I was fortunate to be in a medical 

unit where I mixed with professional people who could easily be considered as mentors for later life. 
When I and others now hear of certain misdeeds that have taken place I cannot but feel that these 
people who vilified their rank as officers with their actions should not get away with a simple "apology" 
but also be personally held financially accountable. The concept of: 

a) An officer's behaviour always being a gentleman (even in war) needs to be strengthened. The lack 
thereof concerns me. 

b) Retribution from the state coffers is wrong as it implies communal responsibility, prevents people 

from being personally held responsible for their actions. As long as the state pays for our misdeeds there 
will no motivation to stop this type of malpractice. 

2. A aspect that I also would to highlight is that many soldiers were forced to make great personal 
sacrifices in their personal life whilst serving in the armed forces. For many, especially the lower ranks, 

there simply was no choice, it was either jail or the Army. It now saddens me to see that the flame of 
rememberance for these fallen soldiers at Parliament is no longer burning and that the names of soldiers 
of opposing forces have still not been added. Many of these victims were people of calibre and their 
contribution needs to be respected and acknowledged. 
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Jozua H. Hugo, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 02:12:42 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 08:24:19 

I deeply regret that I did not take a more proactive stance in fighting the evil of apartheid. I could have 
done much more than I did, and justified my lack of action on the basis that I was "getting on with my 
life". 

I was influenced by the propaganda of the government of the time, and accepted the censorship 
imposed on us all without going to the trouble of thinking about the consequences of this. This, despite 
the evidence of suffering all around me. 

Needless to say, this could not have happened if I myself had not been desensitized and damaged by 

the harsh Calvinist home in which I was brought up. The lack of wisdom and compassion which was part 
of me, and the emotional deadness from which I suffered are staggering. 

I pray that all those who have been hurt and whose lives have been destroyed by my lack of action, are 
more aware and compassionate than I was, and have more wisdom which may enable them to 

understand the circumstances which lead to my lack of action, and through doing so, find it in their 
hearts to forgive me. 

Colin Glen, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 08:35:41 

On this Day on Reconciliation, 16 December 1997, I wish to say the following: 

To my daughters, I wish to apologise for the fact that I did not do more to give you a better country 
than the one I inherited from my parents. 

To the Nyathi family in Shluvukane, I wish to express my deepest gratitude for quietly showing me the 
gross stupidity of my racism. 

To any South African, or southern Africa, who my have been affected in any way by my not questioning 
my participation in the SADF in 1973 I wish to express my deepest regret. 

To any South African or southern African who may have been affected in any way by not questioning my 
participation in and legitimising of the politics of the Apartheid era I wish to express my deepest regrets. 

To my friend and colleague Chappy Mokgalong, you may not know it, but it was you who inspired me to 
renounce my racism and led me to participate, in a very limited way, in the struggle. For this I thank 
you. 

I pledge myself to fighting racism and oppression, both overt and covert, wherever and whenever I 
encounter it in my daily life. I pledge myself to do all I can to heal the wounds and rebuild this country 
so that our grandchildren will never experience the fear and hatred of the Apartheid era. 

Andrew Scholtz, Pietersburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 08:43:54 

I am deeply sorry for the hurt I have consciously and unconsciously caused others in our land because of 
racial, cultural, or religious bigotry in me. 
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"Oh may the Lord grant that the blessed day of universal reconciliation may soon dawn, when an 
immense chorus of jubilant love will rise from the one and only family of the redeemed and when they, 
praising the divine mercy, will sing with the Psalmist: 'Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 

brothers and sisters to dwell together in unity.'" - Pope John XXIII 

God bless Africa! 

Colin George Garvie, Durban, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 08:59:10 

We wish to acknowledge to the TRC -- and ourselves -- that we failed our fellow human beings by not 
caring enough about their welfare on the occasions of which the general public became aware. We feel 
ashamed and sorry; we apologise and commit ourselves to try and do better int the future. 

June & Hans Sittmann, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 09:28:33 

I believe in what the Truth Commission is doing. I express my regret and sorrow for not doing 
everything I could to prevent human rights abuses. I commit myself to reconciliation and to re-building 
this country, and to supporting our constitution and its protection of human rights. 

I feel great sorrow and anger at the hurt and suffering that has taken place, and the damage that has 
been done in so many lives -- and still affects so many people. And I also believe that it's not too late -- 
yes, I could have done more in the past, could have been more courageous in opposing apartheid. I 
regret that I didn't. But now there is a new opportunity to commit to this country. 

The challenge is still there to build respect for human rights, to help develop the country, to help make 
the ideals enshrined in the constitution real. I commit myself to that. 

Brett Davidson, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:10:18 

I am in awe of the capacity for forgiveness. I am committed to reconciliation and to actively participating 

in and contributing to building a peaceful, dynamic and healthy South Africa. For being complicit through 
my lack of meaningful opposition, I am sorry. 

Glynis Ponton, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:11:53 

I hereby wish to sympathies with all the people of this country who were physically and mentally harmed 
over last 350 years. May this never again happen to any person of this land. If I had said any word or 
acted in any way that could have hurt any person in the past may you find forgivness in your heart. 

God bless South Africa 

Shane Leon Adams, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:13:04 

I pray that as the truth about our country's past is being exposed, that the Lord will grant us all His 
wondeful forgiving spirit and His grace to move forward. 
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Denzil Abrahams, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:34:15 

I'm sorry that through all the years of "knowing" what was going on, I, like many other South Africans, 
was too scared in the knowledge of the draconian rule of the Nationalists, to do something constructive 

to end the curse on our people. 

Peter Davis, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:42:12 

As a 53 year old white male, I first became aware of the unfair nature of South African society, when the 
Government declared that I was not allowed to play rugby against my Afrikaans friends who lived in the 

same town (Krugersdorp). We were effectively placed in separate leagues (1959). This got me thinking 
and speaking out about the unfair nature of people making decisions that were being forced on us. 

Black and white South Africans, lived in two worlds even further apart than that being created for the 
privileged few. Comment at the time, brought derision from your peers and discipline from your teachers 

and other adults - at least my parents allowed me to pontificate on the situation without ever imposing 
their own views. 

Throughout my life I have consistently held the view that our society was un-Christian, wrong and unfair 
-- it is my single biggest regret, that although vocal, I was not more "active" in making my views take a 

more practical form. An armchair critic cannot be vindicated if one doesn't produce change in the face of 
opposition! For this inactivity I am truly sorry. The opportunity was there, I had the motivation -- and in 
many small ways tried to address the balance -- but failed to make a significant contribution. 

For all the lives lost, the opportunities missed and the intellect unfulfilled - I resolve to make a continual 

confession to my God of my sinful omission. 

I resolve to make my time and skills available to this country for the rest of my life - to help build a 
better future. I resolve to understand the process of change and evolution that is required by my black 
brothers and sisters -- and never bear any malice when the going gets tough -- through never giving up 

on the dream that we have all been freed to enjoy. 

In our darkest hour we always turn to God for help -- possibly we as a Nation, needed to go through this 
dismal part of our history to be drawn as one people to Him - the miracle has happened through His 
grace, let us not through inactivity allow the moment to pass. 

Peter French, East London, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 10:47:57 

I have been in South Africa for five years but have closely followed South African events from the 
perspective of both human decency and having relatives who are missionaries in various parts of 

Southern Africa. 

My guilt is that of the wider western world; the sin of omission, we knew and ought to have exerted 
more pressure on our elected representatives, who should likewise have displayed a greater degree of 
humanity. 

My real point is the total lack of contrition displayed by the Afrikaner elite, both in the military, in the 
body politic and commerce. They have denied, obfuscated and only admitted minimal responsibility 
when their backs have been nailed to the wall. There has certainly been no contrition and nor should 
there thus be any forgiveness; voluntary admission is one thing, dragging it out totally another. The 

mass of Afrikaners benefitted little from apartheid, (this is true of the white populace en masse), and it 
is perhaps an odd but sad aspect of apartheid how few benefitted, but equally how monstrously these 
few benefitted. The sad truth is that living standards have declined for ALL South Africans over the past 
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twenty years and the ordinary whites have fallen way behind their Europe-domiciled compatriots. 
[Shortened] 

Jon Quirk, Lonehill Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 11:25:47 

No apology will bring back those that we took, we can only hope that the past will never catch up with 
us again. 

Justin Hoy, Somerset West, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 12:37:40 

It is with great regret and deep remorse, that I reflect back about my service in the National Defence 
Force Church Choir and Concert Group ("Canaries") - 1996-1997. Being a minister now, I am ashamed 
to have been part of a group, linked to the Chaplain's Service, which proclaimed an unjustifiable gospel 
to the civilian population of South Africa at that time. 

More or less like this: "Brothers and Sisters, we want to assure you that Jesus Christ is being served inn 
the SADF." Implied was: therefore you can send your son to the border in order to fight for this country. 
In reality we were fighting against our own people; which I was ignorant of at that time. However, my 
ignorance should not be an excuse for having participated in the ideological and theological legitimation 
of the apartheid security state. For my part in it: I would like to ask for forgiveness to all those who 

have suffered. 

I want to commit myself to the proclamation to the gospel of Jesus Christ, who has the well-being of all 
humanity at heart. May God heal us all! 

Georg Meyer Place, Kempton Park, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 12:43:36 

On behalf of my family I wish to apologize to our servants for ill-treating them, especially to the family 
of the woman known by me as "Liesbet" (Elizabeth) who worked for us many years when we were living 
in the Free State (O.F.S.) She came from Lesotho and lived in a little hut outside our own property. We 
were living in a mining town outside of Theunissen. To this day my parents cannot tell me what 

happened to her when my father was transferred. I know that they would also wish to apologise for not 
treating her properly. 

I also wish to apologise to my many "coloured" friends for not doing enough, especially during the 

"eighties" to help them. to educate whites and to fight for a just South Africa. I have never felt sorry for 
entertaining any of them in my house and can just feel pity for the Hillbrow policeman who arrested me 
and gave me a fine for allowing an "Indian" friend of mine from Durban to sleep over at my house in 
Hillbrow (1986). 

As an Afrikaner I also wish to apologise to my fellow South Africans for the way our history was 
portrayed and taught at school, and worse for me believing some of the most outrageous ideas, 
especially when blacks were portrayed as heathens and blood-thirsty belligerents. 

Let us all work towards establishing a peaceful nation! 

Daniel du Plessis, Vredehoek, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 13:40:57 
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This is a message of regret for any wrongdoings which have led to suffering by the people of South 
Africa. Although we never supported the previous government's ruling party, and its policies, we were by 
omission taking part in a system which placed us in a privileged position. It is our earnest hope that the 

new constitution will result in South Africa becoming a model which will be the envy of the world and all 
mankind. 

Clive and Ingrid Poplett, Sandton, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 13:47:02 

Let's heal this beautiful country of ours. I'm sorry for the injustices I've done and believed throughout 

my life 

Thabu Pienaar, White River, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 14:12:29 

As a privileged white South African, I have had a heavily sealed heart against the pain of fellow South 
Africans for so very many years. I was not one of the brave for a very long way back in the 60s who 

marched in protest and became part of the underground. After only a few protests, I succumbed to the 
immense intimidation at the time. And my heart has carried the guilt of not having done more all these 
years. 

Thank you for the opportunity of admitting how we feel publicly at last. It's wonderful to be able to hold 

my head high and say with pride that I am a South African for the first time in my life - I am 50! 

Tessa Dace, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 14:32:28 

I would like to express my deepest support for a community of South Africans who remember and can 
speak their past faithfully, and am committed to finding ways for us to tell our stories and see our 

experiences from another's pair of shoes. Using drama, art and the music of our imaginations and 
dreams, I believe we need to interact and dialogue to cross over and cross out the divisions of the past.. 

Nan Hamilton, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 14:36:01 

It is heartening to note that the TRC considers that the symbolic support of the average individual is 

important and will result in broad healing amongst all rather than simply the chief protagonists in the 
struggle. 

Walter Staffetius, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 14:41:56 

I reach out to my fellow South Africans and say I am sorry for what I did and did not do. 

I fully commit myself to reconciliation, maintaining human rights and personal dignity, and supporting 
(and defending) our new constitution. 

I also pray that together we can build a monument, celebrating the human spirit, based on mutual trust 
and respect. 
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I love you South Africa!!! 

Smook van Niekerk, Sandton, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 15:53:14 

We are committed to peace and reconciliation in our country and recognise our unconscious and 
sometimes conscious complicity in the various injustices of apartheid by the very fact of our being white 
and hence privileged over our fellow countrymen and women. 

Professor Terence and Dr Margot Beard,  
Grahamstown, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 16:21:49 

I regret not having done more in the past to bring about change in this country. I believe we can build a 
great country together.. We have to change attitudes and fight against negativism and I try to speak out 
whenever I can in my circles to put another perspective forward - that the more we all try to pull 
together, the more we will all succeed. 

Barbara Lange, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 18:22:33 

Tomorrow is my 60th birthday, that's why it is so important for me to show my commitment to the TRC 

Evelyn Zumpt, Uniedaal 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 21:16:25 

We regret that we did not vociferously express our opposition to Apartheid and lived well while others 
were in pain. 

Ray and Mary Enslin, Port Elizabeth, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 22:49:10 

I feel embarrassed and humiliated that I was partly "taken in" by the great lie of apartheid. Although I 
always knew it was stupid from a humanitarian, economic and political point of view, I never appreciated 
the enormity of the crime against my fellow South Africans, and for this I seek their forgiveness. I 
believed that the right way of fighting the system was through the ballot box, and it was enough to 
assist the liberals in whatever way I could. I (proudly) bore the banner of "daai blerrie kommunis" 

although I was, and am, a free marketeer. The worst of it is that we can not say "We did not know", 
because we did know and chose rather not to believe those "lies" and chose rather the route of comfort 
and safety. 

Selwyn Lange, Pretoria, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 16, 1997 at 23:05:07 

As an average White South African male I grew during the Apartheid era and I never realised then that 
what was happening amounted to Gross Human Rights Violations. Today one realises that our leaders 
had brainwashed us into believing everything they said. It sounds like a bad excuse but I never thought 
that I did anything wrong. I used the anti-Black jargon of the day and did not have any problem with the 
Whites Only signs and it is only today that I realise the hurt and humiliation that was suffered by so 
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many. I was never a racist and prided myself on the fact that all our workers always commented on the 
fact that I was a "nice Boss". I never mistreated anyone and I always tried to be civil. The only problem 
was that I never did anything! 

Today I say to all the people who suffered while I lived in relative luxury that I am sorry that I was 
blind. I looked but did not see. The TRC is a forum that could work in theory but I am afraid to say that 
it will not achieve much in practice. The perception is that there is not fairness and although the past 
was not fair it does seem that some of the happenings at the TRC are a joke. I have a lot of respect for 

Desmond Tutu but his performance after Winnie Mandela's testimony did a lot of harm to the credibility 
of the TRC. His feelings toward her are probably real but to beg and plead like he did after she obviously 
was not prepared to ask herself left a bad taste in the mouth. 

I am happy to go into the new SA and to do my part in the building process. I am sorry and I want us all 

to share in all that is good and I will do what I can, BUT please can we stop wasting taxpayers money on 
cars and overseas holidays and when people misuse their positions or when they are proved to be 
inefficient FIRE them, don't protect them. A lot of ordinary white people will embrace the changes if only 
they see that their taxes are spent on uplifting the people and not enriching the few already fat enough 
cats. Get tough on crime! Stop the promises! Finally, I wish that every ordinary person in our country 
will have the basic things in life. A house, happy children and everything else I wish for myself. All I ask 

in return is that my taxes is spent on important things and not wasted by people who want to prove 
something. Please the party is over! Let's get down to some hard work and build the best country 
money can buy. Good Luck 

Len van der Walt, Paarl, SA 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 00:14:22 

I think all white South Africans should be ashamed at the way we have all in some way discriminated 
against Black people. I was in the defence force conscripted in 1983. Obviously I did patrols in the 
locations during the unrest periods and want to say that I hated every moment of it, but we were not 
able to refuse duty. I apologise for all the people of colour that were affected by those actions. 

David Ravenscroft, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 07:52:55 

I wish to express my regret for the past in this country and acknowledge my responsibility through my 
silence and inaction. My prayer is for a future where standards of truth, goodness and respect for all will 
prevail. 

Hilarie Riphagen, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 08:16:14 

I want to be identified with the work of the TRC and the work that it has been able to do on behalf of the 
South African Apartheid victims -- who have also been the victims of my white privilege. While being 
grateful for the very small and limited role some individuals have been able to play in an awkward, long, 
painful process of liberation; there was/is so much more that should/could/ have been done and must be 

done. There were so many people who needed more from me and I failed them. I'm sorry. I am, 
though, deeply grateful for all those who participated in my own liberation: my friends who grew up with 
me in Woodstock; my friends and comrades in Stellenbosch (and elsewhere); my children - Marisa, 
Nathan and Tim (with their sensitivity and involvement); my friend Hester and the TRC (in revealing, 
listening and healing. 

Victor Honey, Stellenbosch, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 08:16:29 
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I hereby commit myself to forgive those who caused so much hurt against myself and many other fellow 
South Africans. I dedicate myself towards the process of reconciliation and reparation, and love for all 
human beings. 

Louis Hannie, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 08:20:50 

Mary Burton expressed it perfectly above: 

I wish to indicate my regret for my failure in the past to do all I could to prevent the gross human rights 
violations that I learn about daily. I see this as a symbolic commitment to a new kind of future in South 
Africa. 

Lesley Shackleton, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 11:44:59 

As a white South African, I am deeply ashamed of my own ignorance / indifference of what had been 
happening in South Africa, humbled by the sacrifices made but thrilled by the opportunity to ask for 
forgiveness, be reconciled and to go on and build a new future. 

I am committed and making my contribution to building our nation through promoting the role and 
outreach of the Christian church not only to talk reconciliation but to express and demonstrate it. 

I am concerned that the process needs to go on beyond the life of the TRC and would like to be informed 
what other organs within society will continue to steer a fallible but distinctly human process thereafter. 

I would like particularly to be put in touch with other Christians who are as concerned about 
reconciliation. 

Thank you all at the TRC for what you are doing. Be encouraged that there is progress, and there will 
continue to be, so long as there is a willingness to listen, understand and effect necessary change. It is a 
tough and slow process! 

Nigel Lowe, Pretoria, SA 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 11:54:35 

I am one of the little people, with no influence or authority to change the course of events on a large 
scale. Yet, if all the little people believe in something strongly enough and stand together to make it 
happen, we are strong and will be able to achieve the desired results. Not enough of us who saw wrong 
being done to our fellow South Africans stood up for what we believed to be right, and thus evil 
prevailed. I apologise for my lethargy in the face of the sufferings of other South Africans and commit 

myself to defending the rights of others with honesty and energy in the future. We are a great people. 

Jill Gribble, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 13:30:45 

Live your life in a way as to be proud to watch the replay. 

Andrew Human, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 
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Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 13:40:00 

I would like to add my name to this register, as I feel that as opposed as I was to the hideous apartheid 
regime that ruled this country from 1948 to 1994, I was basically apathetic and did not get involved in 
the "physical" struggle for a truly democratic South Africa. 

I now however pledge to support the democratic and non-racial ideals and goals that will assist in the 

"healing" of South Africans (as a whole). 

I also pledge to be of positive mind in all matters relating to the current state and future of this country. 

Clive Allan Matthews, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 13:50:56 

I wish to register my deep regret that I did not speak out publicly about abuses that I suspected were 
taking place. From the independent media I know that people were being tortured and even killed by the 
our government. I knew that basic human rights were being denied to my fellow countrymen solely 
because of their skin colour. 

For not being bold enough to take a strong and public stand I humbly apologise to my fellow South 
Africans and promise to do all I can to promote reconciliation and to build a just South Africa where we 
can all live and prosper in peace. Thank you for the opportunity given me to say this. 

Jean Richter, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 15:18:01 

I am a South African who also suffered from the injustices of the past. After I have heard gross human 
violations on TRC's hearings, I am convinced that sufferings were very little as compared to the victims 
of the atrocities. 

Apartheid was a crime against humanity, it is a pity that some people (including myself) did very little or 
nothing to stop or bring to a halt these injustices. We hope that the country has learned lot of things 
from the Commission on the past social injustices. 

I hereby pledge my support to the victims who have survived to tell the tales, honour those who 

sacrificed their lives for a free and democratic South Africa. 

May God bless our country and its people. 

Edgar Lindelihle Ngubeni, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 15:33:40 

I failed my country by silence and inactivity! I pledge that in my lifetime, I shall not be silent again! 

Kevin Lester, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, December 17, 1997 at 15:59:08 

The abuses of human rights and common decency that occurred over the past 45 years and more not 
only caused enormous suffering, they also prevented many South Africans from attaining their full 
potential, from living full and happy lives, and from contributing to the well-being and growth of South 
Africa and its people. As a citizen I should have seen through the propaganda of the leaders at that 
time, and should have expressed my convictions more strongly. 
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I have done what I at the time believed was the right thing, and have educated, I hope, my children to 
respect people as individuals and not as members of a group or ethnic unit. As such I believe that I 
made a contribution to changing the culture of the country, but I regret not doing more in the past. 

Coen van Wyk, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 

Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 02:28:18 

I did a lot of talking. 

I only wish I could compare that with action. 

Keith Martin, Hayes, Middlesex, UK 

********************************************** 

Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 06:09:08 

Deep regret for not speaking out or doing anything when I knew that people's dignity and rights were 
being violated. I saw it everyday and guessed much of the rest. I realise that I have no excuse and that 
the guilt that I have I deserve and will have to live with. 

The South Africa we have now and will have for many years to come, we have created. I don't know if I 

or many of my fellow South Africans have the courage or self-sacrifice to correct what has resulted from 
our actions. I can only pray for the ability to look at myself in honesty and the courage and grace to 
correct what I can correct. 

Elaine Bing, Pretoria, SA 

********************************************** 

Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 07:39:06 

I am proud to be a South African. 

I am optimistic about the future of this country. 

I will play my small part in keeping this country great. I am grateful for the way things have worked out 
for this country since the 94 elections. I am glad that we have been able to learn from the mistakes of 
our past. I am glad that we have largely been able to forgive each other for the wrongs of the past. I 
love this country and all its people. 

Johann Anton Kok, Linden, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 13:48:22 

I commit myself to a future that does not include the ignorance and abuse of the past. I want to be part 
of the solution not part of the problem. 

If I wait for South Africa to change before I change South Africa will never change. For South Africa to 
be different, each and everyone of us must take the first step inside our heart. I commit myself to taking 
the steps needed to build the future of my country. When I was young I didn't know, when I was older I 
was so scared. I didn't hurt anyone by commission - I hurt myself and my country by ommission. I want 
to change that in the future and I want to say sorry for a lack of courage in the past. 

Jackie Storer, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 21:07:45 
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It is sad that there must be a compromise in the search for reconciliation. It is, however the only way to 
go. 

Anon, Seattle, USA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 09:42:46 

I was 9 years old when the Soweto uprising began, and oblivious. 

I was 16 when I learned of the South African Communist party's existence. 

I was 18 when I learned about the war in Angola against the "communist terrorists". 

I was 21 when the UDF and the ANC were unbanned. Somehow I failed to make the pieces of the puzzle 

fit. 

I was 22 when I saw "Cry Freedom" and cursed the SA Government. 

I was 27 when I read "Long Walk to Freedom" and finally understood. 

Today I am 30 - and I'm sorry and angry. 

I am angry - that the previous generation allowed apartheid to happen and so effectively kept me in my 
insular world. I am angry with myself for sailing through my varsity days oblivious to what was going on. 
I am sorry for my complicity in allowing evil to triumph because I did nothing. In the words of George 
Santayana "Those who cannot remember the past are forced to repeat it". 

The work of the TRC goes a long way to helping every South African continually hold the past as a road 
map for our future. We must never forget! I pledge myself to working for a different South Africa in the 
vocation I have chosen. I salute Mr Mandela for his humbling example of what it means to be reconciled 
with one's enemies. He is an example worthy of emulating. 

Sharlene Swartz, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 10:15:43 

I am sorry that I did not do enough. 

Barbara Hutton, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 10:25:52 

In one or another way, we were all parts of the whole that created and perpetuated the State of 

Apartheid. I am sorry for the opportunities I missed to say or do more to show resistance to what was s 
o clearly wrong. I am sorry for the unconscious deeds and thoughts that were discriminatory and unjust. 

Wendy Walton, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 10:35:03 

I am sorry for the senseless suffering of so many people, and that I did not have the courage to try and 
make a difference. 

Megan White, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
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Friday, December 19, 1997 at 12:50:39 

The "truth" hurts. (It was not my making) Let "bygones be bygones", we have all committed a "sin". Let 
us all reconcile and turn to the future and build a bright "rainbow" nation for US all to live peacefully 
together. 

Charles Dickens said, "Have a heart that never hardens, a temper that never tires, and a touch that 

never hurts." 

Charles Stuart Lanning, Durban, SA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 13:02:16 

In a critique of President Mandela's ANC conference speech, Patrick Bulger of The Star wrote 
(18/12/97): "White South Africans have reaped all the benefits of the policy of reconciliation but in turn 

have offered little and sacrificed even less". What a way to put it, how succinct! As a black man who 
grew up in Soweto, inhaled the teargas and was sjambokked often by the SADF and men (brutes?) of De 
Kock's ilk, including many other horrors of racism, I remain angry and very bitter. But having observed 
the rancour (if not hatred) of blacks towards whites in America during my short stay as a student, I can't 
help but BEG.... please, please let us save SA. Although I battle to forgive my white compatriots, the 
need to forgive and help build our country remains another level of the struggle.... good enough reason 

to make me stay put here at home.......Africa. 

Bereng B. Mtimkulu, Meadowlands, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 14:51:14 

As a victim of Anti-Semitism during the Apartheid era and as a white male I express my deep regret at 
not doing more to avoid the way of life which we had to follow. 

Racism is horrific but it appears to be interpreted as a colour issue only. Those of us who experienced 
blatant Anti-Semitism, both socially and in the work place were too scared to voice our objections. In so 

doing we perpetuated the Anti-Semitism and by default perpertated crimes against humanity. In view of 
this ironic state of affairs, nevertheless I do ask my brothers and sisters of South Africa to forgive me for 
being a part of the inhumanity which was the ideal of Apartheid philosophy. God Bless this Country. 
shalom. 

anon, Krugersdorp, SA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 19, 1997 at 16:11:59 

Total regret for having been passive in the face of such a crime against humanity---racial segregation. 

Having been born in the 30's when it existed long before the word apartheid was even thought of, I was 

a coward, as I have been aware of the injustice ever since childhood. 

Sylvia Davidson, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 

Saturday, December 20, 1997 at 07:44:36 

How difficult to find words... I am now, almost to the day, ten years an exile from South Africa. I left at 
the height of the apartheid regime's crack down, January 21, 1988. As a young white man, right out of 
UCT, the choices were limited: stay and be conscripted, stay and fight or go to jail, or leave. It may 

seem that leaving was the easiest option, but I don't know if it was. I feel that I have been left behind, 
and that the battles I might have fought have remained un-fought, and therefore still painful, within me. 
As a deeply closeted gay man, too, I was frightened as much by homophobia as I was by the agony I 
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witnessed around me. These things are connected in my mind. In conversations with myself, I plead 
youth and fear for not having done more... What was I to have done? Certainly, I was politically too 
naive to have thought it through back then; but just as certainly, I was conscious that I should have 

been doing something - anything - to make this stop. The deepest crime of a system of oppression, I 
think, is that it oppresses each single soul; it squashes love, passion, and commitment, and thrives on 
the particular fears it manages to instill in each creature it has damaged. It is the sum of these fears and 
this pain that was the horror of apartheid, the addition and multiplication of agonies that made it seem 
unbreakable. I remember looking at my classmates who did do things -- who attended meetings, who 
went underground, who disappeared -- and wondered at their courage. I was unable to find that in 

myself. Now, ten years later, in a new adopted home, I am in a quandry. I want to tell everyone so 
much: how, with the lessons I learnt in those days, I have come out, and become an activist in other 
causes... how not saying "no" when I should have before has made me say "no" when I see injustice 
now. I cannot apologize, in any meaningful way, for the things I was unable or unwilling to do ten years 
ago. That was another me; I hardly know him now. But I carry the pain of not having fought those 
battles: perhaps a privileged pain, but a pain nonetheless. And with it, I have the pain of not being part 

of the New South Africa, of being in another place that has become home. It is a home I love, but 
people here don't understand like you all do. I miss you. Reconcilliation is a hard word, because it 
means giving up something old and familiar, and accepting something new and strange. The hardest 
struggle for me, for the rest of my life, will be reconcilling my understanding of myself with the 
knowledge of how and where I grew up. Reconcilliation is a battle too, a fight to accept the dark bits of 
ourselves while avoiding guilt, self-hatred, and smallness. It will be an ongoing battle, and a hard one. 

And even though I am here, and you are there, it is a battle we are in together, this time. 

David Valentine, New York City, USA 
********************************************** 

Saturday, December 20, 1997 at 12:40:40 

I wish I had done more to speak out against human rights violations. I could not see myself going to the 
army and be involved in the unjust war against the people of South Africa and Namibia. I refused 

military service on religious grounds and did community service (1986-1990). I realised that there is 
much more I could have done. 

I was a member of the Dutch Reformed Church (and became a member of the Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church in 1986 and of the Uniting Reformed Church in 1994) - and hope that the DRC will acknowledge 

more clearly the role it played in supporting indirectly human rights violations in the past. It is only by 
acknowledging our past role that we will be able to play a role in the future. 

I commit myself to work for a beter South Africa and I invite specifically all white Afrikaans speaking 

South Africans to join all South Africans in the rebuilding of a peaceful and just South Africa. 

Frederik (Bobby) Nel, Vereeniging, SA 
********************************************** 

Saturday, December 20, 1997 at 17:32:56 

It is our prayer that God will comfort and heal those who have suffered in silence all those years, whilst 
the majority of white South Africans were either ignorant or indifferent to their fate. May the Almighty 

grant the people of this country the wisdom and insight in their endeavour to reconcile and unite a 
nation in mourning. 

Johann & Connie Nel, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 12:58:42 

How I regret the the many wrongs perpetuated in the name of a Apartheid, how we killed our country. I 

wish that all that hurt could go away but sadly this will take a long time. Let us hope that those who are 
still guilty will come clean and let those who still flaunt what is being done at the TRC get their day in 
court. I served in the SADF and can only be glad that there is no blood on my hands resulting from my 
service. Yet we still need to reconcile those former enemies, it may help those who suffered as a result. 
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While our past does need airing we also need to look to the future, we can learn from our mistakes but 
must never make them again. To my fellow South Africans who have suffered, I am deeply sorry for any 
wrongs that I did, forgive my errors and help us to live in peace, accepting each other for what we are. 

Derek Walker, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 14:33:41 

We are committed to reconciliation with all people in our country 

Lederle family - Nroma, Brett, Greg, Scott, Douglas, Bloemfontein, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 15:00:38 

We regret not having voiced our abhorrence of the system more vehemently than we did. 

Joan Smuts and family, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 15:28:19 

I am sorry that I did not do more than I did. I also regret not having been aware of the real truth of 
what was happening in South Africa. I only started to ask questions of myself when my two children 
started to question the system - They were only 12 and 10 at the time. This made me question the 

system myself, which finally made me aware of the situation in 1978 only. Forgive me! 

Cathy Parsons, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 

Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 22:02:33 

To all the people of South Africa, thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my sorrow and 
regret in not doing enough to stop human rights violations in my country. I am guilty and for that I am 

sorry. Please forgive me, all those I have ever treated with contempt or injustice. I promise to try to 
treat all people with fairness and equality and where I see injustice I will speak up aginast it. I promise 
to contribute to the positive developement of South Africa. 

Thank you to you all at the TRC for being so hardworking, brave and so wise in dealing with the wounds 

of South Africa that so many of us are not prepared to deal with. 

May God bless all South Africans and keep our country in Peace. 

Lucia Maria Jardim, Stellenbosch, SA 

********************************************** 

Sunday, December 21, 1997 at 23:05:52 

To those who think reconciliation is possible please wake up before it is to late. The absolute hate in this 
country will never cease. It is too little to late. 

anon, Centurion, SA 
********************************************** 

Monday, December 22, 1997 at 08:07:36 

I could have done more - in future may we all speak out with the conviction of right which is in us. The 
past must never be repeated. 
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Michael J King, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Monday, December 22, 1997 at 08:27:21 

I am a white male South African and for me the change in this country couldn't have come sooner. I 
take pride in the fact that I never voted for the previous regime (NP) and I never will. However, I 

recognise that this was not enough. I am sorry for being part of the SADF and for not doing more to get 
rid of appartheid. I am committed to the rebuilding of this country, the creation of jobs, education and 
the combating of crime and racism. I am also a christian and believe that the solution for the people of 
this country is to come to know Christ as their personal saviour. God bless South Africa. 

Duncan Ramsbottom, Somerset West, SA 
********************************************** 

Monday, December 22, 1997 at 14:30:59 

Towards fellow South Africans, I have done those things which I ought not to have done. Maybe I'll be 
pardoned some day. 

Frances Anne Stoy, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 22, 1997 at 14:35:57 

I am ashamed that I did not do more. To say "We did not know what was going on" is a lie. 

We could have resisted more. 

BUT 

I will not apologise for being white. 

The TRC is the only vehicle for healing in this country, but I don't believe that it will, at the end of the 
day solve much as there are too many people who are not prepared to tell the whole story. 

Rod Mill, King William's Town, SA 
********************************************** 

 
Monday, December 22, 1997 at 14:47:42 

I acknowledge that I was a beneficiary of the Apartheid policy. I deeply regret my silence and my failure 
and omission to do all that I could have done to prevent the violations of human rights which have 

occurred during my lifetime. I am committed to never again remaining silent whenever I become aware 
of human rights abuses taking place.I wish to be involved in building a better society. 

Susan Ruth Harris, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Monday, December 22, 1997 at 15:57:51 

I feel guilty that even though I knew what kind of atrocities were being committed and even though I 
did oppose them, that I didn't do enough. At the end of the day, it didn't affect me directly. Children 
weren't being shot in my neighbourhood, I wasn't being woken by policemen in the middle of night. I 
was safe in my white suburb. So I am sorry that I didn't do more to oppose Apartheid. 

Nicola Lang, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, December 22, 1997 at 22:34:19 
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Good Morning, 

I am from France, and lived here for the past year and a half. I would like to express my support for the 
astonishing work you are doing. The TRC is an example to the world of what construction, humanity, 
hope and goodwill are all about. You most probably saved this country from a bloodbath (past or future) 
and make it ready for full on reconstruction and unity. Many thanks for the hope on our wonderful world 
you brought to every one. You are the least regarded building block of a future in this country by many 
people, but the one without which theire would be none. 

Although I was not here during apartheid, as one from an ex-colonialist country, I suppose I benefitted 
through the wealth of France of similar human right violations... 

I have great faith in South Africa. We are here on a tightrope, but so far it nearly all goes in the right 
direction. This country could well be the one from which a new society for the next millenium is 
emerging. 

I send you all the love I can and wish you strength. 

Nicolas Berthelot, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 09:10:31 

I am very sorry that I did not oppose racial discrimination more vigorously. Although I spoke out at 
many occasions and may have been discriminated against in my very conservative environment, I could 
and should have done much more. I am so ashamed that as a very active member of the DRC we were 
so sure of our dogmatic and moral superiority that we did not see that we were wrong in the real basics 

like the congregation in Laodicea {Rev. 3:17}. I apologize to all our fellow South Africans that I did not 
do much much more. Thank you for this opportunity to publicly state my sorrow and also my intention 
to work for reconciliation and reparation. 

Kobus Eloff, Pretoria, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 09:50:12 

I deeply regret being part of a culture where mature men and women were referred to as "the girl" or 

the "garden boy". I also regret being part of a culture where Black men and women were forced to 
address whites as "master" and "madam" -- even having to address young children as "master" or 
"miss". 

Reinette van Rooyen, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 10:18:09 

We come from a generation of white South Africans who benefitted from apartheid's maintenance of 
white privilege. During the eighties, we received good educations and presently are employed in well -
paid, stable jobs. However, during our student years, we both became aware of the injustice of 

apartheid, and actively participated in organisations which opposed apartheid policies and conscientised 
young white people regarding the need for a new, democratic order in South Africa. 

Today we want to contribute towards the reconstruction of a democratic new South African society by 
applying our skills and knowledge for the benefit of this society. In this way we feel we can make a 

positive contribution towards reconciliation. 

Annalet van Schalkwyk and Henk Coetzee, Pretoria, SA 

********************************************** 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 11:16:46 
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I wish to express solidarity and identification with the whole proocess. 

Patricia May Hebbard, Florida Park, Gauteng, SA 

********************************************** 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 13:28:31 

When I, as a Christian, reflect on my past, I have to confess to my fellow human beings and especially 

to my fellow black brothers and sisters, that there was a time in my life filled with hypocrisy -- instead of 
serving, I expected to be served; instead of sharing, I wanted more; instead of reconciling, I judged and 
condemned. 

Through the reconciliating love of Christ and through the power of the Holy Ghost and through the 

mercy of God my eyes were opened -- I confess my unkindness and my hypocrisy as a Christian 

Let us all pray that God be merciful unto us all and may he give all reconciled Christians the courage to 
go into the darkness so that all those still covered in darkness may find the way to the Light. 

Rolf Behrens, Kempton Park, SA 

********************************************** 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 14:25:01 

I would like to express my commitment to the reconciliation of all our people. I often regret that I did 
not have the courage to do more in the past. 

A. Trossbach, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 15:04:48 

To all South Africans of colour and other people who suffered under the injustices of the apartheid 
system, I say I am truly sorry. The lifestyle I now live has been made possible because others were 

disadvantaged. 

I pledge to be positive and support the New South Africa not only to make up for past inaction but also 
in gratitude for having been fortunate enough to have experienced the birth of this wonderful new 
society. 

Don Lindsay, Henley on Klip, SA 

********************************************** 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 20:53:59 

I feel ashamed for the past of my country, but still I am proud to be a South African. I am filled with 
hope, optimisn and excitement for the future of the "Rainbow Nation". I hope and pray that we can all 
strive together towards a society where discrimination does not exist. All people are equal in the eyes of 
Him who has made them. May these words of one of the greatest men be true for ever: "Never, never, 
and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one by 

another..." 

Liesl Kruger, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 21:41:52 

Ek is 'n afrikaanse sprekende man wat graag ander afrikane om verskoning wil vra dat ek my oe gesluit 
het vir wat so duidelik verkeerd was, maar tog so gerieflik. Mens was geindoktrineer sonder die moed 
om te bevraagteken.Ek voel veral skuldig omdat ek vir 'n onwikkelingsinstansie gewerk het en dus meer 
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as ander geweet het van die onregverdighede en die pyn. My verskoning dat die sterkte nie in my was 
om sterker beswaar te maak nie 

Johan Kruger, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 21:57:52 

'n Fout is 'n fout is 'n fout. Apartheid is verkeerd. PUNT. 

Waar begin mens regmaak? 

Dr Zac de Beer het 'n paar jaar gelede min of meer die volgende wysheid voorgehou: Die sukses van 
onderhandelings sal bepaal word deur hoeveel die witmense bereid is om toe te gee, en hoeveel die 
swartmense bereid is om te vergewe. 

Dit geld veral vir ons toekoms. 

WAT KAN EK DOEN MET MY TYD EN AANLEG OM TE HELP? 

Christo Potgieter, Kempton Park, SA 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 23, 1997 at 22:41:19 

As a non-white being hurt by the injustices of the past I wish to apologise to my fellow white South-

African for hating them for what they have done during the time of apartheid. As many whites were 
brainwashed about the evils associated with blacks I was brainwashed to hate whites. Until about 5 
moths ago I found it quite difficult to forgive whites for the hurt they caused our people. But in the spirit 
of reconciliation and as a result of the work done by the TRC I believe I have made the paradigm shift. I 
do forgive you. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ. 

God bless Africa! 

Andre Damon, Elsies River, SA 

********************************************** 

 

Wednesday, December 24, 1997 at 01:24:55 

As a "white" South African who grew up in the eighties, with the spectre of a future filled with violence, 
conscription, censorship and a nation full of conflict, I think we are all incredibly lucky to be living in the 
situation we are now. 

I was unable to even vote before 1994, being too young. But I I still wonder about guilt, should I feel 
guilty, should I fell guilt for what my forefathers did? Or can I claim that I was unable to do anything 
anyway? 

Either way, the fact is I am so incredibly happy that as a South African, I am now able to meet with all 
my countrymen. I can read what I like, and generally participate as a free South African. 

Thank goodness that we all had such a peaceful transition. 

Thank you all for being so understanding of each other. 

Stephen Meiert Grootes, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 

Thursday, December 25, 1997 at 11:14:40 
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See Jewish Affairs, vol. 52, no. 1, Autumn 1997. This was a special issue devoted to "Jews and 
Apartheid" and contains several articles of relevance, including "Apartheid Injuries and Diaspora 
Privileges" by A Abramovitz and "Judaism, Apartheid and the Sojourner Myth" by Steven Friedman of the 

Centre for Policy Studies. 

Arnold Abramovitz, Simon's Town, SA 
********************************************** 

Friday, December 26, 1997 at 19:20:19 

I would like to apologise to all my fellow South Africans for not being more aware of what was 
happening in this country and, even more, not for doing something more tangible about it. 

I grew up not being aware of all the repression and inhumanity going on in South Africa. I was still at 
primary school at the time of the Soweto Uprising in 1976. At the time I could not comprehend or 
possibly not want to understand what was happening in South Africa. 

At university I became increasingly alienated from mainstream (White) political opinion, but, still, while 
in the process of developing a consciousness of what was happening around me, I failed to put thoughts 
into action. God will judge me for that. 

At Stellenbosch, while being a post-grad student and also lecturing there, I felt very proud of my 
attempts to conscientise my fellow White, Afrikaans-speaking countrymen in terms of there being an 
alternative democratic way out. I should and could have done much much more. 

Having access to so-called banned material, I got to know the road to Crossroads and Khayelitsha fairly 

well. Acting as a very hesitant courier, now, pales into insignificance in the context of what was 
happening in our beloved land. Support for and involvement with the democratic and community-based 
organisations also seems so insignificant today. I could have done more ... 

The most painful event of the time, for me, was the death of an IDASA friend, Pro Jack. A kind and very 

intelligent soul, Pro, provided me with a glimpse of what was really happening beyond the police and 
army barriers and roadblocks. Pro was killed in his mother's house by unidentified gunmen - by means 
of a shot through the window. Why, God, why? I could have been there for Pro and should have been 
more involved. 

It is with great pain, heartache and remorse that I complete this confession. One day, I pray, God and 
my fellow countrymen and -women will find it in their hearts to forgive me. I beg forgiveness and 
understanding. 

God must never allow something as horrible as what has come to pass to happen to South Africa again. 

Be vigilant, all citizens of our beloved motherland. 

Andre van Deventer, Brits, SA 
********************************************** 

 
Saturday, December 27, 1997 at 08:51:15 

I apologise for my total ignorance of most of the political happenings in Apartheid South Africa, but 
especially my acceptance that 'things are the way they are because that is how they are meant to be'. 

As an educator of matric students, I have pledged a committment to making them aware, through their 
literature studies, of the atrocities committed during this time, so that hopefullly, history will not be 
repeated in this country. I am totally committed to reconciliation in this country and have followed the 
whole process through e-mail and in the press, with great interest. I will also dedicate my Linguistic 
studies and my Masters Degree to the events of the TRC. 

Your example to the world is outstanding. 

Irma Smith, Bloemfontein, SA 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, December 30, 1997 at 14:24:18 
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I am honestly of the opinion that the TRC is facing it's ultimate challenge with the manner in which it is 
going to deal with PW Botha and his testimony or failure to testify before the Commission. 

The legitimacy of the TRC is also at stake with its handling of the blanket amnesty to 36 ANC members 
without full disclosure to the Amnesty Committee of the TRC. 

The way the TRC will resolve this problem will determine whether the Reconciliation process will be seen 

as being legitimate or a circus as PW Botha is describing the TRC. 

These two matters will eventually also determine whether I will be signing the TRC register or not. It will 
also determine whether I view the TRC process as healing or further dividing our broken nation. 

DS de Beer, Ermelo, SA 
********************************************** 

Sunday, January 4, 1998 at 02:52:04 

I am a Dutchman with many relatives in RSA. For so many years I defended these Afrikaners, their way 
of life and their Apartheid. I used to contrast the history of discrimination of other countries and would 
pose the question, "how is South-Africa different?" How is it different from the Canadian treatment of 
their native population? How is it different from the treatment given by the caste o f returning American 

blacks in Liberia to its native peoples? 

This comparative list would be long and based on its foundation in fact often silenced those who were 
critical of those whom I loved. I stopped this defense when it became painfully clear to me how truly evil 
Apartheid was and for the suffering it caused. 

This awareness came about through the work of the TRC and through those who preceeded it long 
before. I was ignorant and now ashamed at my superficial understanding of it all. You have a great 
country, keep it great by keeping your people together as you do by this very effort. 

Borre Winckel, San Juan Capistrano, California, USA 
********************************************** 

Sunday, January 4, 1998 at 16:04:03 

We sincerely regret, in spite of opposing apartheid all my political life, of not taking a more direct and 
constructive role in bringing about the necessary change in South African political structures. 

Trevor and Coral McGiddy, Sandton, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, January 5, 1998 at 13:02:58 

As a student in political science it is not only my profession which makes me interested in the work og 
the TRC. Also as a private person I noted the work and was following the efforts made by the TR C to 
handle the past of South-Africa. In addition I would like to express my respect for the work which is 
done by the TRC to shape a common future for all people in South-Africa. And the work of the TRC is 
undoubtly necessary and at the same time of great value. I would like to express my support and 

respect to the work done by the TRC. With the best wishes to the successful fullfilment of the work of 
the TRC. 

Jochen Peters, N-9016 Tromso, Norway 
********************************************** 

Monday, January 5, 1998 at 14:05:17 

As South Africa move towards reconciliation, let us all bury our past and boldly stand up to be counted 

amongst other countries that we are leaders of Africa by example. This the only way we can heal our 
past and reconcile with each other as a Rainbow nation, which is prepared to work collectively to rebuild 
the country as a whole!! 
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Nyambeni Thivhulawi (Mr.), Cape Town and Venda, SA 
********************************************** 
 

Tuesday, January 6, 1998 at 13:27:35 

I am a British male who emigrated here with my wife in 1974. I am deeply sorry for not questioning the 
evil political system that was in place and from which we unquestionably profited, without though t for 
the oppressed people of South Africa. It was very easy to effect ignorance in coming to a new country, 

but this is no real defence as we have been here so long now. Our daughters as they grew up were quick 
to point out the roots of our racism, for which I profoundly apologise. Previously dis-advantaged friends 
(yes it IS possible!) have also helped to change my perceptions completely and some have shown a 
remarkable and gracious capacity for forgiveness. You see, apartheid made us not to think straight and 
certainly not to question, and therein lies the real evil. I hope I can still make a worthwhile contribution 
to this land for the benefit of all its wonderful peoples. 

Dick Copperthwaite, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Thursday, January 8, 1998 at 07:15:42 

I am so moved by the work of the Commission and the capacity of the people of South Africa to forgive 
and work toward a peaceful future for all. 

As a white person, I left South Africa in 1978 because I didn't know how to change a system I found 
abhorrent. I found I wouldn't be able to explain to my children why I chose to stay in South Africa. So, I 
left, but I want to express my regret at my lack of faith that the system could be changed. I ask 
forgiveness that I didn't stay, and that I didn't do more to bring about the "New South Africa". 

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. 

Anne Adelson, Toronto, Canada 

********************************************** 

Friday, January 9, 1998 at 14:08:32 

I want to express regret for not being more active in the struggle to end gross human rights violations is 
SA. 

I was rather young, but that is no excuse. 

I would also call on all my brothers and sisters in South Africa to work together to overcome the forces 
that hold people apart. 

Oliver Barnett, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Saturday, January 10, 1998 at 15:40:36 

The movement toward reconciliation is commendable... even though it may not totally succeed. 

As a reporter who had to carry two passports just in case I had to land in South Africa (and therefore 
would not be terribly welcome elsewhere in Africa where my assignments were), I have had concerns 
through the years. Present and future government balance may depend on how well reconciliation 

actually happens. I hope for the very best with all my heart. 

Jo Campbell, Ocean City, Maryland, USA 
********************************************** 
 

Sunday, January 11, 1998 at 23:01:43 
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All gratitude to those who have brought about this new freedom and opened wonderful possibilities for 
our troubled country to take a respected place in the world family of nations. 

With the birth of the New South Africa I felt a lightness and joy in my heart that I hadn't imagined 
possible.The feeling has matured with the passing of the first euphoria and has opened new gateway s of 
personal growth and fulfilment. My wish is that it be the same for all South Africans. 

I fervently desire that all those who suffered the most terrible wrongs of apartheid can find healing and 
peace within themselves and can forgive the wrong doers. Anger and hatred have been found to be the 
most toxic and damaging emotions to one's own body whether the anger is directed at one's self or 
someone else. 

Thank you to my teacher, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, who showed me, through Transcendental Meditation, 
how to find the peace and love in my heart during those dark and terrible years and gave me the bless 
ing of being able to pass it on to others. JAI GURU DEV 

Kerry Helen Niddrie-Grotz, Sandton, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Saturday, January 31, 1998 at 18:17:26 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

We, the congregation of the Old-Episcopalean Catholic Church in the Netherlands, we are following the 
efforts of the commission of Truth and Reconcilliation. We have deep respect for your work, we 
remember you in our prayers. 

I will specially greet mu collegue and brother Bishop Tutu, who is suffering of cancer (we've heard). 
Myself I suffer of MS, and since several months, I mostly laying in my bed. 

May the Lord bless you and your work. 

Bishop Hieronymus Greveling, The Netherlands 
********************************************** 
 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 04:51:42 

My human rights pilgrimage began in my hometown of Memphis, TN, where Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
murdered. The degree of possible government complicity in his death may never be known. Something 
like South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission may be our nation's only hope of ever knowing 
the truth about his death and many others', both African American and diverse others, who like myself, 

is a white (sometimes called "white-Niggers" for supporting human rights in the USA). When news of 
King's death spread across Memphis my father, an insurance agent, was inside the home of an African 
American. A knock came on the door by a Black man who recognized my father's car. He said, "Mr. 
Reed, you better get out of here quick. They killed Martin Luther King and the Blacks all up and down 
here are going wild, throwing bricks at the cars of any white person they see." My father got home 

safely, I believe, because he respected the dignity of all persons. The man who warned my father knew 
that and returned the respect at a time when it may have saved my father's life. For over 26 years now 
I have been teaching in the relatively new discipline of "criminal justice." For the first time this semester 
I am teach our course titled, "Race, Gender, and Corrections." Because I believe that our government 
probably has abused Native Americans even more than African Americans (see (Law & Legal Issues, 
Confederated Native Court Decision, Feb 2, 1997), the first book our class is reading is Dee Brown's 

classic, "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West." I found your web 
site because I was searching for information about South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
that I could share with students in this class. Clearly, the traditional, narrow understanding of 
"corrections" does not address the crimes that have been committed agaist Native Americans (or African 
Americans). What primarily needs to be "corrected" is not "individual" "bad" Indians, but decades of 
injustice, crimes, and coverup by our own government. Anyone familiar with the case of Leonard Peltier, 

a Native American, knows the tragic and brutal continuation of our government's injustice and lack of 
respect for basic human rights . For Native and African Americans, as well as whites, I believe that the 
bold human rights experiment of South Africa's Truth and Reconcilation Commission offers the only valid 
hope for real peace, law, and order in the USA. Thomas E. Reed, Richmond, Ky. 
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Thomas E. Reed, Richmond, Ky., USA 
********************************************** 
 

Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 19:06:06 

I regret that despite clearly understanding the evil of the imposition of Apartheid since my early youth, I 
did nothing other than offer sterile, conventional, meaningless opposition to the regime. 

I must now plan an active programme of compensation within my limited resources. 

Patrick McHarry, South Africa 
********************************************** 

 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 19:14:56 

I, STANFORD JOHN ISAACS, ADMIT: 

that I failed to do more to to bring about the present transformation in our country. 

Stanford John Isaacs, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 

 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 19:23:09 

I express my sincere regret for failures in the past to do all I could have done to prevent gross violations 
of human rights, and I commit myself to a new future in which such violations will not take place. 

Johanna Rykheer, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 19:36:54 

Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika 

Although we came from diverse backgrounds (English vs. Afrikaans, Catholic vs. Dutch Reformed, city 

vs. farm), both of us became aware of the evil of apartheid at very young ages. Neither of us however, 
did anything significant to improve the situation. Our biggest regret is not having been more interested, 
better informed, louder voices and more active in the struggle against apartheid. 

We have committed ourselves to actively dispell the negativity which we find prevalent amongst our 

peers. As two 31 year old professionals we believe that South Africa holds a bright future! 

May God's favour rest on our beautiful country. 

Gerard & Tiana van Harmelen, Arcadia, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 20:47:19 

I wish to confess my apathy for not standing up against Apartheid when it truly mattered and in fact 
being in the system ie the Navy. I tell my children of the evil of Apartheid as they sit on my knee. Thank 
you for all the work that you do. May God bless you. 

Derrick Peel, Hout Bay, SA 

********************************************** 

Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 20:53:28 

This we know. 
All things are connected 

27 of 58



like the blood 
which unites one family... 

Whatever befalls the earth, 
befalls the sons and daughters of the earth. 
Man did not weave the web of life; 
he is merely a strand in it. 
Whatever he does to the web, 

he does to himself. 

Ted Perry 
inspired by Chief Seattle 

Apartheid destroyed the web of many peoples lives. May our children learn from the mistakes of the past 
and may we all ask for forgiveness for not doing enough to destroy such an abhorent system sooner. 

Godfrey Radloff, Durban, South Africa 

********************************************** 
 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 at 22:05:01 

I was involved in some human relations exercises in the 1960's where I got to know some exceptional 

African, Indian and "Coloured" people. I was too cautious about extending the friendships outside of the 
context of those meetings. At my place of employent I attempted to make a difference to the 
relationships between white and African but again did not really stand out against their exploitation 
because it was a family business. 

I rejoice at the friendships that have endured through the period of awful domination and now can be 
enjoyed with greater fullness. 

The possibility of true brotherhood in Christ which was present then and can be made real now is a 
release of so much tension within me that I feel like a new person. 

Ian John Blyth, Pietermaritzburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 2, 1998 at 02:18:42 

To all my Fellow South Africans who suffered as a result of the enforcement of inhumane policies and 
laws of the regime for which I voted both in good faith and in ignorance; who used the Name of Jesus 
Christ as a political bargaining tool and as a source of political credibility - I apologise most humbly. 

It was easier to 'pray for the Government', and believe and say: "let the people of God do what is best 
for this land", while I busied myself with the business of surviving a broken home and the effects of a 
poverty stricken childhood. 

My Brothers, my Sisters, one and all, please Forgive me. While I was trying to build my life, yours was 
being forcefully taken from you, and all I did was say "God, give our leaders Wisdom". 

I know that were our positions reversed, I would not want to forgive, and I would have to pray "Lord, I 

forgive, Help thou my unforgiveness". I pray that you can find it in your hearts to at least pray that 
prayer of which I am admittedly, undeserving. 

anon, Boksburg, SA 
********************************************** 

 
Monday, February 2, 1998 at 08:30:13 

Peace and reconciliation is possible if we all join hands to make it possible. 

Mmamajoro Phalatsi- Shilubane, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 
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Monday, February 2, 1998 at 08:32:37 

I am deeply sorry for having done so little in the past and having turned the other way. I commit myself 
to all in South Africa snd pray that God will use me in building a nation founded in His love and 
forgiveness 

Claire Saunders, Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 2, 1998 at 08:57:09 

Having been born in 1940, I was obviously brought up to believe that any racial group other that 'whites' 
were inferior, but even at an early age I was aware that 'non-whites' were treated unfairly and unjustly. 

After all, every human being has their pride and feelings. 

I am now very sorry that I did not join those ranks of people who fought for the rights of all South 
Africans in years gone by and would like to appeal to each and every person living in South Africa to do 
what every they can to ensure that we all live together in peace and harmony. 

Let us join together to make South Africa a beautiful and peaceful nations. 

Doris Gardner, Johannesburg, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 

Monday, February 2, 1998 at 11:59:54 

As I was born in the seventies and grew up in the middle of the propaganda era, never knowing what to 
believe and how much we didn't know, I appreciate how important it is to find out the truth, as far as 
possible. Only by realising the full extent to which we were kept in the dark about what was happening 

in our own country, and by aknowledeging that we could all have done a little more to rid ourselves of 
our oppressive regime, will we ever be able to make a sane, happy country out of South Africa. I know 
the TRC will reach, in some way, even those who oppose it or dismiss it as another set of Nuremberg 
trials. 

Die waarheid sal ons vry maak! 

Marthali Brand, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 
 

Monday, February 2, 1998 at 14:05:36 

I am very aware of my ancestry. I descend from Krotoa whose people watched van Riebeeck come 
ashore in Table Bay in 1652. I descend from Swiss, Dutch and German mercenaries, soldiers of the 

Dutch East India Company, who came to the Cape because it offered them more opportunities for 
advancement than their homes in Europe ever could. I descend from Huguenot refugees who came to 
the Cape to escape religious persecution and social degradation in seventeenth century France. I 
descend from slave women, like Angela van Bengale, brought to the Cape to serve in van Riebeeck's 
fort, or Eva van de Caap, born at the Cape of unknown parentage towards the end of the eighteenth 
century. I descend from an Englishman who, following the first British occupation, settled in Cape Town 

in 1797. 

And my ancestry has taught me, as nothing else can teach me, that our external appearance means 
nothing. We are all able to be good and kind and filled with love, and we are all able to be brutal and 
cruel and filled with hatred. I do not believe that all those who suffered discrimination under the policy 

of Apartheid are virtuous. I do not believe that all those who lived silently enjoying the fruits of 
Apartheid are evil. 

Not many people are cut from heroic cloth. We allow the myth-makers to rewrite the truth of our 
ancestry. We allow party hacks to sit on the judicial bench. We allow psychopaths to commit murder in 

the name of "law and order". We betray ourselves and our country. 

29 of 58



I was lucky. I was able to choose never to wear a uniform or carry a gun. I never voted in an election. 
But I confess that I took the easy road of silence. I enjoyed the fruits. It was too hard for me to raise 
my head and protest or to reject racist values. 

I am deeply sorry about, and bitterly regret, the damage done to my fellow South Africans. I ask -- 
without any right to be heard -- that the new South Africa should learn from its past. However badly we 
were treated, I ask that we remember how we felt in our pain, and never attempt to commit similar 
crimes again in the names of justice and social re-engineering. 

Andries William de Villiers, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 2, 1998 at 14:25:50 

I am a black South African and regret deeply that I stood by silently when my fellow colleagues were 
dismissed for any excuse. Some were fired for "being too clever". Those white managers are still holding 
senior positions today and are enjoying the priveledges that they have always enjoyed without remorse. 
When I did decide to stand up and speak, I was victimised and had to resign. I cannot go back to the 

line of work I did because I do not have a cetificate of employment or letter of recommendation. At 40 I 
had to change my career. I apologise to all those who had their bread snatched away from them. Time 
will heal but we will never forget!!! God bless Africa and well done, TRC. 

anon, Cape Town, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 2, 1998 at 15:47:20 

I hereby pledge my support to uplift and enrich the lives of my fellow countrymen in what ever way i 

can. 

Kritesh Maharaj, Vanderbjlpark, South Africa 

********************************************** 

Monday, February 2, 1998 at 16:23:02 

The TRUTH will set you free and you will be FREE indeed. 

Ernst & Eugenie van der Walt, Cape Town, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 

Monday, February 2, 1998 at 20:44:43 

We commit ourselves to a future in which we are all able to share equally in the fruits of our Land for an 
equal effort. which has no preconditions. 

Mr SW and Mrs ED Allenberg, Westville, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, February 3, 1998 at 08:42:10 

A commitment to participate in social reconciliation in South Africa, difficult and challenging though that 
may be, to ensure a future nation and continent of peace, justice and respect for human rights. I regret 
and apologise for my lack of courage to sufficiently stand up to and more actively resist the intrinsic evil 
of apartheid perpetrated on fellow South Africans. How dangerous it was and still can be to remain a 

bystander. 

Mark Hay, Pietermaritzburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 

Tuesday, February 3, 1998 at 09:43:41 
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May all South Africans look at the TRC as a commission with a mission not to avenge but to heal the 
wounds and hatreage of the past. 

David T. Farirai, Pretoria, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, February 3, 1998 at 10:14:36 

I am in awe of what the TRC has set out to do and how much it has achieved. It has given me back my 
lost birthright and a sense of citizenship I never had. I willingly acknowledge my collaborative guilt and 
naivete and proudly add my pledge to my country and people. 

John van Wyngaard, Pietermaritzburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, February 3, 1998 at 20:20:27 

A great gesture of tangible commemoration of past horrors, & building for the future would be the 
setting up of libraries where there are none, or installing internet facilities where there are. My father 
was a victim, but he lived to see the start of democracy and reconciliation. The TRC is doing very good 
work. Knowing can lead to healing. Acknowledgement of suffering can help to ease the suffering, even if 
the physical effects of it are long past. 

Colleen Matthews, Johannesburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, February 4, 1998 at 11:12:07 

I regret that I did not do more to prevent gross human rights violations in the past. I regret that I did 
not speak out more often. I am committed to a new kind of future in which human rights abuses will 
never again take place. 

Kevin Johnston, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, February 4, 1998 at 14:48:58 

I did not actively oppose by word, deed or action the excesses of the apartheid era. I hid from myself 
the terrible effects of apartheid and white 'baaskap"'. 

It is only in recent times that I have come to realise the extent of the humiliating and dehumanising 

practices that were meeted out to so many peoples. I was blind to the true situation in South Africa. 

I humbly apologise to the people of South Africa for the many years of persecution that they 
experienced. I hope that the will to forgive the apartheid perpertrators and their silent supporters will be 
always be a part of the South African experience. May truth and reconciliation become the South African 

beacon for the future. It is with a deep sense of relief that I welcome the changes which have brought 
about the new South Africa. May we never have a repeat of the past and bring our children up to 
eliminate all forms of discrimination. 

May God forgive me. 

A repentant white. 

Gerry Peach, Florida Glen, SA 
********************************************** 
 

Wednesday, February 4, 1998 at 16:42:15 

An apology for the hardships heap upon our fellow citizens by the white race because of there greed and 
ignorance. An expression of relief and joy that true democracy is finally taking hold of our society. And 
an expression of peace and love to all, with a commitmant to work for a better society for all. 
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Aum Shanti. 

Edward de la Rey, Grahamstown, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, February 4, 1998 at 22:49:16 

May God help us all to know the truth and accept what has happened to us. 

May God help me and many other people to reconcile with the past and buil our future. 

Nkosikhulule Nyembezi, Durban, SA 

********************************************** 

Thursday, February 5, 1998 at 17:17:26 

There are so many thoeries, religious, pyschological, cultural, etc, on how to deal with pain, anger, 
bitterness...but effective success of the solutions/suggestions proffered by all these theories relies on a 
unique & innate human quality which is to forgive and learn through forgiveing but to forgive is a verb 

that requires a subject & and an object. The object being that which we need to forgive. 

This is where the TRC has truly filled the many myriad of painful voids that need to be sensitively filled 
to heal for our future. 

Michelle Katherine Beckerleg, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Friday, February 6, 1998 at 12:44:50 

I personally believe that in order to effectively promote reconciliation in our beautiful country, we have 
to know the truth about events in the past. Being a member of the Hindu Faith, Hinduism teaches us 
forgiveness in order to move forward in the pursuit of God Realisation. Furthermore, all religions in 
South Africa have a great role to play in promoting the concept of reconciliation. Hindu Religious Leaders 
should be in the forefront of promoting this noble ideal. It is my humble submission that Hindu Religious 

leaders were not vigorous enough in exposing the blatant injustices of the past. These Hindu leaders 
should now be in the forefront in educating the Hindu Community about the noble ideals that are 
contained in Hindu Scripture such as Truth. Righteousness, Love, Peace & Non-Violence. 

Mr Pravine Naidoo, Benoni, Gauteng, South Africa 

********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 9, 1998 at 16:56:54 

I humbly ask my fellow South Africans for forgiveness for my fear of doing what I knew in my heart to 
be right. Apathy and acceptance was a far easier option. 

As a nation with a proud future, we need to forgive one another - all of us - but never forget what 
horrors were committed in the name of ideology. 

All our children must be able to enjoy the wonderful future that beckons so tantalising for us all. 

As a nation, we have proven that we have the character, the will, the determination and the capacity to 

build a future we so many others have failed. 

Nkosi sikelel'i - Afrika! 

Dave Pughe-Parry, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, February 10, 1998 at 17:30:38 
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If what I am doing by sending this message/signing this register is declaring awareness of personal 
responsibilities for racism, then I will sign. Acknowledging 'personal responsibility" is about knowing how 
much my 'white-ness' has put me in the pathways of resources, and knowing, too, that of 24 hours in a 

day (for 38 years of living), I have spent far too little time demolishing those avenues towards privilege, 
far too little ensuring others have access to them. I am so sorry for all the blind moments, all the "tired" 
moments; I am sorry for the travesty of humanity that is "white-ness", and sorry that - in my body, 
every day - I am a reminder of this travesty to people whose paths I cross. 

Jane Bennett, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, February 11, 1998 at 09:46:12 

The full horror of what our people have experienced is finally coming out into the open. Thank you to the 
TRC for starting the process of truth-finding and reconciliation. How else could I have learned how to 
begin to forgive? I feel privileged to have taken part in this process and I look forward to our future. It is 
only now that I feel that I can share in the identity of being "South African" and I commit myself to 
reconciling with other South Africans and to making our country into a new building from the rubble of 
our ruined past. 

'If you don't stay bitter 
and angry for too long 
and have the courage to go back 
you will discover that the autumn smoke 

writes different more hopeful messages 
in the high skies of the old country." 

-- Charles Mungoshi (Zimbabwe) 

Alison Lockhart, Pietermaritzburg, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Sunday, February 15, 1998 at 21:22:43 

Martha Sampson, a resident of your country spoke this morning to our 6-8th grade confirmation 
students. We were discussing the 8th commandment, and sins of commission as well as those of 
omission. Of course, as a silent observer, I have to ask forgiveness for my own sin of omission relating 
to Apartheid and the human condition in Africa. 

Ms. Sampson spoke about the Commission and I instantly became very interested. How humbling to 
hear about the willingness to forgive unforgivable sins in order to better everyone. What an unbelievably 
Christ-like gesture! God bless you and your work. My faith in humankind has been rekindled and I hope 
it will flame into action for healing necessary here in the United States, also. 

Paula Francis, Reynoldsburg, Ohio, USA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, February 16, 1998 at 05:09:21 

I have devoted the major portion of my adult life working against human rights denials and abuses. This 
led me to be very involved in the civil rights movement in the United States and to become a social 
worker. I have followed the struggle in South Africa for many years and I became tremendously 
impressed with the vision of Nelson Mandela and the emergence of the ANC representing the otherwise 

silent sufferers all over S.A. 

With this background, I just spent three weeks seeing as much as possible in my travels all around S.A. 
I had 10 flights in 16 days and saw a great deal. I understand so much more now and I really loved 
being in the country. I rededicate myself to working against "apartheid" both large and small--wherever 

it may exist, and no matter whether those excluded from full participation in their own societies are 
Black, Jewish, Bosnian, or homosexuals,etc. 

Linda G. Klein, Washington, D.C., USA 
********************************************** 
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Tuesday, February 17, 1998 at 00:28:22 

As 'n Afrikanerseun wat groot geword het in die tagtiger jare, het ek al die eksklusiewe voorregte geniet 
wat die Apartheids-bestel aan my gebied het, sonder om ooit die onreg daarvan te bevraagteken. 
Daarvoor is ek opreg jammer, en hoop dat deur vergifnis heen my landgenote wat aan die ander kant 
van Apartheid gestaan het, my sal aanvaar en insluit in die toekoms van hierdie pragtige land. Ek wil 
graag help om, binne my vermoens, Suid-Afrikaners met mekaar te help versoen, sodat vrede hier sal 

heers. 

die uwe. 

Stephanus Francois du Toit, Stellenbosch, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Friday, February 20, 1998 at 11:22:52 

Dankie vir die geleentheid om opreg te kan se dat ek jammer is dat ek vir so lank blind en doof was vir 
die lyding van my swart mede-Suid-Afrikaners. Ek besef dat ek onregverdig bevoordeel is en 
onbeskryflik baie voorregte het, maar dis pynlik om te weet dat dit ten koste was van mense wat dit in 
baie opsigte meer verdien as ek. 

Ek onderneem om op my beperkte manier te probeer bydra tot versoening, om sensitief te wees en om 
respek teenoor alle mense te bevorder. 

Ek waardeer die werk wat die WVK onder moeilike omstandighede doen en ek vra om verskoning vir die 
negatiewe houding van sommige van my taalgenote. 

Dankie dat julle help om 'n burgeroorlog te voorkom en dankie dat julle mense die kans gee om 
erkenning te kry vir die pyn en vernedering wat apartheid veroorsaak het. 

Sterkte - ook vir die mense wat agter die skerms werk. 

Viva waarheid en versoening! 

Barbara Blom, Table View, Kaapstad, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Friday, February 20, 1998 at 15:11:49 

I was reluctant to add my name to this list because I have always been against racial, sexual, religious 
and other forms of discrimination. Nevertheless, I must own that I did not engage actively in any official 
form of anti-apartheid. When looking back, I still do notknow what I should have done. I do wish I had 
done more. I firmly believe, notwithstanding the negative prevailing views, that we can make this 
country work. I hope for forgiveness from those who were wronged. I am sorry for any way in which I 

may have contributed to the perpetuation of apartheid and I am delighted that I have witnessed it's 
demise in my lifetime. 

Penny de Vries, Pinetown, Kwazulu-Natal, SA 

********************************************** 

Sunday, February 22, 1998 at 15:10:25 

I am not a South African, but as an astonished bystander and admirer of the emergence of the New 
South Africa I wish to express my awe over the process taking place in your country. 

The world has a lot to learn from the bravery and humanity of your country and people. I will contribute 

in my small ways by continuing to visit your beautiful country whenever I can afford it, and in that way 
at least support your tourism industry. 

34 of 58



Nkosi sikelel iAfrica! 

Knut Nilsson, Bergen, Norway 
********************************************** 
 
Friday, February 27, 1998 at 06:25:28 

As a white American, I cannot say that I experienced the horrors of apartheid. But I was exposed to 
them, through the media here, through elementary school and high school classes, and finally through 
my studies as a political science major here in college. I would like to personally apologize for standing 
by and watching while the apartheid regime continued to thrive. I would also like to register my feelings 
of wonder and inspiration at the work that is now under way in the Truth and Reconcilation Commission. 
I am studying the Commission right now for a senior thesis in school, and I have had the opportunity to 

study and follow it for about a year now. I am inspired by the spirit of forgiveness that surrounds the 
Commission. I believe that apartheid was one of the worst sins that has been perpetrated in my lifetime, 
but I also believe that only through forgiveness are we able to rise out of the sin ourselves. 

It is of the utmost importance that all the victims of apartheid have the love and support of all South 

Africans and of the world as they come to terms with their suffering. I would like to propose that it is 
also important that the perpetrators of apartheid have our Christian love and support as they work 
through the important process of atonement and reconcilation. I recently had the honor of meeting your 
Ambassador Sonn, the Ambassador to the United States, who is an inspiring and kind man. His words on 
the Truth Commission and on the spirit of reconcilation in the South African people have made me 
realize that we Americans have a lot to learn from you. One hundred and thirty years after the end of 

slavery in this country, thirty years after the work of Martin Luther King, Jr., there is still a need for 
reconcilation between the races in the United States. I pray that we can learn from your example, and 
that together we can teach our children so that they will not have to be in the position we now find 
ourselves. Good luck and God Bless you in all of your endevours toward truth and reconcilation. 

Tannis Burk, Seattle, Washington, USA 
********************************************** 
 
Friday, February 27, 1998 at 23:35:41 

I am a white South African, rejected by my biological family on grounds of my beliefs. I have accepted 
the Muslim faith some years back and did so at great cost. This was not used as an excuse to hide from 
the evil past and creep into a space. I feel that the so - called white people could have done something, 
but they were to busy enjoying themselves in the Evil past. I was locked - up for trying to assist my 
workers bring in their wifes from the then homelands so that the families could be together when the 

Bantu Administration Board was still in existence. I wanted to make a difference, but was going against 
an establishment that denied me this. 

I was a State employee but resigned after accusations that I was helping my Coloured co - workers and 
favouring them above my white co - workers. I still cry when I think of my happy childhood in District 

Six before it was removed and destroyed by a signed piece of paper. Today I regret not having done 
more. I am trying to work to bring all people of South Africa together to live in harmony, cultural 
understanding and co - operation today. So far I have achieved success in my attempts and know it will 
only get better. LET PEACE RULE..... 

Muhammad Kaazim Vickerman, Belgravia Estate, Athlone, Cape Town, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, March 4, 1998 at 10:15:38 

I deeply regret my personal failure to change what I knew to be wrong about apartheid. I did try, over 
many years, but totally ineffectually, and I continue to regret that I did not do enough energet ically 
enough. 

Elizabeth Robertson, Johannesburg, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, March 11, 1998 at 19:35:33 

Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa. 
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I lived in Apartheid South Africa from 1962 until today. 

Pink (White) and privileged. 

Although I spoke out, I only did so when the evil of the system and its laws hurt me personally and 
when I could not be held by, kiss, live with, marry and bear the children of the man I loved......and still 
love!!! 

I never fought against the system with true courage, prepared to lose everything.....but from a position 
of privilege, comfort and safety. 

The evil which I saw, knew and heard....and researched, I made the subject of a thesis which I believed 
would bring me acknowledgement, fame, approval and success. I have been selfish, vain, indulgent, 
arrogant and greedy. 

I have tried to make reparation for living off the system and benefitting from it, including even flaunting 

my (deeply regretted) association with one of its brutal killers but I have not done so with the humility, 
sacrifice and dedication which genuine remorse demands. 

Although I do not have the same physical strength and energy when I was younger and in better health, 
I swear and promise that every day of my life, I will do some practical, hands-on action to enhance the 

lives of fellow South Africans, who have suffered under Apartheid. I undertake NOT to deal with 
politicians, "movers and shakers" and 'spooks' except to the extent that it is absolutely neccessary to 
keep the oath and promise I have made. 

Jennifer Emily Hutchinson Wild, Durban, South Africa 

********************************************** 
 
Friday, March 13, 1998 at 09:59:09 

I would like to place on record my sincere and heartfelt apologies to the millions of South Africans who 

suffered under apartheid and who continue to suffer the effects of this violent system. I am one of those 
who, while I could see how cruel the system was to many of those around me and how it undermined 
their human dignity on a daily basis, did not do enough to oppose it. I dread explaining how something 
like this can happen to my young children in the years to come. 

I hope that the people can find it in themselves to forgive those like me. I hope that we will be able to 
build new bridges in South Africa,where those who have make a real and visible contribution to the the 
many who have little or nothing. My wish is that all young people will be instilled with the moral integrity 
and fortitude to know that each person is ultimately and solely responsible for BOTH his/her actions AND 
omissions to act. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my deepest remorse. 

Andrew Ainslie, Grahamstown, SA 

********************************************** 
 
Tuesday, May 12, 1998 at 15:33:59 

Words cannot describe how sorry I am that things went so worng in our wonderful country. It was so 

convenient to support the apartheid system because it secured me of so many things which I took for 
granted. I apologise for being so selfish. May the Good Lord help the suffered to forgive me. I am 
determined to make my contribution to build a better South Africa to ensure that our children do not 
suffer. I educate my children to reach out to the needy, to be thankful for all their opportunities and to 
appreciate our country and all the wonderful people and cultures. Thank you for all your hard work all 
you TRC people - this reconcilliation process is so necessary. Why don't the Whites understand this. Why 

don't the newspapers, especially the Afrikaans newspapers, not fulfill their duty and promote the work of 
the TRC and project a positive image of the TRC? I was so proud to see the names of my reverends 
(Elarduspark NG Gemeente) in the list of reverends supporting the statement of the NG Kerk to ask for 
forgiveness. I am so proud of all the South Africans who forgive us - most of all of our President who 
sets an excellent example. What we need now is for the Whites to stop thinking about themselves - we 
still enjoy all the opportunities and benefits of the past, I really do not know what they are complaining 
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about - and to start making a positive contribution to build this country and help the millions who are so 
poor and disadvantaged. 

Herma de Wit, Pretoria, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, May 18, 1998 at 05:18:39 

Im only 17 years old and I only know what I've read in books and seen in the media. I shudder to think 
what the survivors of this abomination have to live with and I am disgusted with supremicists 
everywhere. I just wanted to say that even though, I'll never actually know what it was like to live 
through, I will never take part in any form of discrimination or malice and I will defend fervently anyone 
who is a victim to it. 

Bret, Dallas, Texas 
********************************************** 
 
Monday, May 25, 1998 at 16:41:51 

This submission was handed in with the submission of the society of teachers in the law - we felt, 
however, that we would like to also include our submission in the register as we felt we have something 
to confess 

VOORLEGGING AAN DIE WAARHEID EN VERSOENINGSKOMMISSIE RAKENDE DIE REGSISTEEM DEUR 
DIE ONDERGETEKENDE INDIVIDUELE AKADEMICI VERBONDE AAN DIE FAKULTEIT REGTE VAN DIE 
POTCHEFSTROOMSE UNIVERSITEIT VIR CHRISTELIKE HOER ONDERWYS 

Dit kan nie ontken word nie dat daar nie genoeg stemme uit hierdie Fakulteit se geledere opgegaan het 
nie teen ernstige skendings van menseregte in die verlede wat voortgespruit het uit 'n wye 
verskeidenheid van statutere maatreels en die toepassing daarvan in die daaglikse lewe. Hier word veral 
gedink aan die ontwrigting van die gesinslewe van miljoene Swart Suid-Afrikaners deur byvoorbeeld 
instromingsbeheermaatreels, die tuisland- en groepsgebiede beleid, werkreservering, die gewelddadige 
afdwinging van hierdie maatreels deur onaanvaarbare optrede soos liggaamlike aanrandings, gedwonge 

verskuiwings en aanhouding sonder verhoor. 

Die feit dat die stilswye hoofsaaklik, indien nie uitsluitlik nie, te wyte was aan die godsdienstige-, sosio-
politieke, sosio-ekonomiese en sosiaal-maatskaplike filosofiee en uitgangspunte wat destyds deel van 
veral die Afrikaner se beskouinge uitgemaak het, verklaar wel die gebrek aan protes maar verskoon dit 

nie - veral nie uit 'n Christelike oogpunt nie. Die Christelike grondslag van hierdie Universiteit is na ons 
mening in diskrediet gebring veral omdat die optrede ook nie in ooreenstemming was met die sentrale 
liefdesgebod nie, wat baie duidelik in die Bybel as die geopenbaarde Woord van God aan elke Christen 
opgedra word. 

Kritiek teen statutere maatreels wat diskriminerend was en ingedruis het teen die beginsels van 
naasteliefde en menswaardigheid is wel reeds in die sestigerjare deur Potchefstroomse akademici soos 
LJ du Plessis, JD van der Vyver en JH Coetzee uitgespreek en ook in bepaalde onderrigsituasies aan 
studente deurgegee (bv in die Staatsregklas van 1961 deur LJ du Plessis). Hierdie standpunt is deur 
opvolgers soos onder meer LM du Plessis uitgedra. Hierdie mense het hulle destyds in eie geledere op 

die eensame pad bevind omdat hulle onder die min stemme was wat destyds opgegaan het. Die gebrek 
aan daadwerklike, of ten minste morele steun aan hierdie persone word betreur. Die voorbeeld en 
standpunte wat hulle gestel het, leef vandag egter sterk in die geledere van hierdie fakulteit en word 
deur oud-studente gekoester. 

Kritiek kan ook uitgespreek word omdat studente wat graag aan die PU vir CHO sou wou studeer, nie 
lank gelede reeds die geleentheid gegun was om dit te doen nie. Baie van hierdie studente was mede-
Christene. 'n Objektiewe terugblik en ernstige selfondersoek, selfs al is dit met die kennis van nabaat 
(knowledge of hindsight) bring mee dat ons, as ons volkome eerlik met onsself en teenoor ons Skepper 
wil wees, opreg verskoning moet vra omdat ons as Christen-akademici vanuit ons bevoorregte posisie 
nie genoeg gedoen het om 'n daadwerklike bydrae te maak tot die verligting van die lot van ons mede 

Suid- Afrikaners nie. 

GETEKEN TE POTCHEFSTROOM OP 9 OKTOBER 1997 
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Prof I Vorster (dekaan van die Fakulteit); Prof W du Plessis; Prof GTS Eiselen; Prof GM Ferreira; Me L 
Jansen van Rensburg; Dr I Kroeze; Prof GJ Pienaar; Adv C Rautenbach; Prof JA Robinson; Prof TE 
Scheepers; Prof J Swanepoel; Dr I Kroeze; Me L Jansen van Rensburg; Adv C Rautenbach. 

Members of the Faculty of Law, Potchefstroom University, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Wednesday, May 27, 1998 at 19:51:39 

I would like it noted that I, as a white South African acknowledge my complicity with the evil of 
apartheid. I have begun a process of understanding and coming to terms with that complicity over the 
last four years. The TRC has been instrumental in this journey, as well as the books: Into the heart of 
Darkness, by Jaques Pauw and Antjie Krog's book, Country of my Skull. I believe in the work the TRC is 

doing and I support it completely. I have committed myself to the processes set out by the TRC. I would 
like to thank Archbishop Tutu for being a source of inspiration for me. 

Julie Barker, Johannesburg 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, May 27, 1998 at 22:57:36 

I believe in reconciliation of all the people of our country and wish to support your cause. 

Peter van Laar, Durban 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, June 3, 1998 at 09:39:21 

I wish to place on record that I am fully in favour of reconciliation. I did not actively participate in the 
apartheid regime, I tried in my own way to fight it, even if it was, at times a seemingly hopeless vote for 
the now democratic party. My father, Redmund "Teddy" Browne, fought the nationalist government in 
parliament and taught us, his family, to follow the "right and just" way, instead of sticking to the strictly 
"then" legal way of life. However, I wish to apologise to all the disadvantaged people of the apartheid 

regime for the fact that, in retrospect, I did not do enough. Please forgive me. 

Tessa Stedman, Westville, SA 

********************************************** 

Sunday, June 14, 1998 at 22:36:51 

I am a young South African who loves my country dearly. I have the spirit of Africa pulsating through 
my veins and am totally committed to this country and its' future. I could never even consider living 
anywhere else and regard myself as a true African. 

To all my fellow Black, Coloured and Asian compatriots, I wish to humbly apologise for not doing more, 
or being more vocal in my opposition to the evil system of apartheid. 

I acknowledge my failings in this regard, and am doing my utmost within my daily activities, both 
business and personal, to contribute to a brighter, better future for us all. 

May God help us in our endeavours to create a peaceful, unified and prosperous land. 

Cecil Francis Charles Judd, Johannesburg, Gauteng, Republic of South Africa. 

********************************************** 

Sunday, June 21, 1998 at 21:11:05 
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I'm sorry for not having helped. 

Mika Minio-Paluello, Oxford/UK 

********************************************** 

Monday, June 22, 1998 at 20:35:39 

Ek is 'n wit, Afrikaanssprekende huisvrou wat in Noordelike Provinsie grootgeword het en my latere 
skoolopleiding aan een van die beste Afrikaanse skole in die land voltooi het. Ek het aan die Universiteit 
van Pretoria studeer en was 'n lid van die N G Kerk. 

Ek het vir jare onder die waan verkeer dat ek alles wat ek kon,gedoen het om 'n rol in ons land se 
bevryding te speel. Van my studentedae af het ek bedenkings oor die Apartheidsbeleid gehad en in later 
jare het ek my kinders probeer opvoed sonder rassevooroordeel. Ek het altyd my bes gedoen om die 
swart mense wat in my diens was met liefde en menswaardigheid en as gelykes te behandel. In die kerk 

het ek ontuis gevoel en my byna heeltemal onttrek. By sosiale geleenthede het ek, binne die perke van 
goeie maniere, opgekom vir my standpunt. Na hulle ontban is, het ek dadelik by die ANC aangesluit. 
Meer as dit kon ek mos nie doen nie: my familie se gevoelens, my man se posisie, en my kinders se 
toekoms was in die gedrang. 

Nou weet ek, met smart, dat alles wat ek sogenaamd gedoen het, nooit genoeg was nie. Ek het in my 
binneste geweet van die die verskriklike wandade wat deur my mense gepleeg word en wou dit nie glo 
nie.Onder die voorwendsel dat wet en orde noodsaaklik is, het ek immorele wette gehoorsaam.Ek wou 
nie my hande vuilmaak deur aan "politiek" deel te neem nie. 

Ek vra vergiffenis vir my oppervlakkigheid en treur oor die geleenthede wat ek laat verbygaan het om 
werklik 'n verskil te maak. Ek skaam my dat ek soveel van my landgenote nooit werklik as medemense 
gesien het nie. 

Ina Brand, Pretoria 

********************************************** 

Tuesday, June 23, 1998 at 21:49:31 

Ek vra vergifnis vir die feit dat ek die vrugte van die onderdrukkers gebruik en geniet het terwyl ek 
geweet het dat Godgegewe regte en voorregte op 'n sondige manier van ander mense deur 'n 
selfsugtige minderheid weerhou is. Ek het geweet dat die verdrukking van mense verkeerd was en was 
te swak en te gemaklik om 'n werklike bydra te maak in die stryd teen onderdukking. Ek vra vergifnis 

van die sonde wat ek gepleeg het deur niks te doen nie. Ek vra vergifnis omdat ek in my eie gemaksug 
nie vir my mede landsburgers geveg het nie. Ek vra krag om my te help om in woord en daad op te tree 
om diskriminasie te beveg sonder om terug te deins oor die implikasies wat dit vir my self sou hê. Ek vra 
om vergifnis aan almal wat ek verneder het, misbruik het en nie gerespekteer het nie. 

Margot Luyt, Cape Town, South Africa 

********************************************** 

Thursday, July 2, 1998 at 10:30:16 

I grew up in the Seventh-day Adventist Church whose headquarters are in Washington D.C. I allowed 
myself to be indoctrinated in believing that the government of the day was right in spite of its evil 

policies, and that it was imperative for me to pray for it and frown at anyone who was seen to be 
protesting or challenging those policies. I do not know that some of my fellow white Adventist were also 
part of the beneficiaries of those evil policies (apartheid). I apologise for not supporting the protest 
aimed at correcting all the evils and injustices perpertrated under the apartheid era. God bless. 

Tankiso Letseli (Pastor), Elspark, Gauteng, South Africa 

********************************************** 
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Tuesday, July 7, 1998 at 13:16:50 

As voormalige soldaat het ek besluit om ook nou te gaan bieg en huil, dit is mos nou mode. Terwyl so 
baie voormalige lede van ons ou veiligheidsmagte nou na hierdie Heksejag-Kommissie toe hardloop, wil 
ek ook graag verskoning vra vir my gruwelike en afskuwelike dade, wat ek tydens die insurgensie oorlog 
teen terroriste bewegings gepleeg het : As trotse gewese offisier in die SAW erken ek uiteindelik my en 
my voormalige kamerade se vreeslike skuld in die verdoemenswaardige beskerming, wat ons aan wit en 
swart inwoners van die ou Suid-Afrika laat toekom het teen die moorde, terreur en intimidasie van die 

ANC, PAC en SWAPO se gewapende bendes en gepeupel. Vergewe ons asseblief vir ons veragtelike dade 
van hulp en ondersteuning aan mense in nood, die lang en vermoeiende ure van wagdiens op ons 
grense, op paaie en by nedersettings, die uitputtende patrollies en marse in skroeiende hitte, stof en 
bibberende koue, die gevaarlike en kwesbare konvooidienste, die bitter gevegte teen n gewoonlik goed 
gewapende en slinkse vyand, en die gepaardgaande vrees en wanhoop. Ek weet ek verdien nie julle 
vergiffenis vir die bose opofferinge, wat ons in diens en ter verdediging van ons land en sy mense 

gemaak het nie, soos die beserings en wonde wat ons opgedoen het en die vriende en makkers, wat 
hulle lewe gegee het in landmyn-ontploffings, in hinderlae, in kontak, onder vuur en te midde van 
ontploffende mortier bomme. 

Vanuit die diepte van my hart wil ek vir julle vertel dat ek werklikwaar nooit bedoel het om my vriende 

en kamerade te verloor of vermink te sien nie. Ek belowe plegtig om nooit weer enigiemand onder my 
bevel toe te laat om die beste jare van sy lewe op te offer onder bevel van die mees ondankbare, 
lafhartige, ruggraatlose en verraderlike militere hierargie en regering in die wereld nie. Dit sal my nie 
verbaas indien julle my aansoek om vergiffenis nie wil aanvaar nie, want dit pas nie in by julle eensydige 
heksejag teen Boere en Zoeloes nie. Dis mense wat, ten spyte van al hulle foute en blabse, geveg het 
vir die oorlewing van hulle volkere as vry en Christelike nasies te midde van n brutale terreur oorlog 

deur n boosaardige vyand. n Vyand wat geen reels geken het nie en selfs minder omgegee het vir 
begrippe soos waarheid, geregtigheid en versoening, terwyl hy ons en ons ou bedeling geterroriseer en 
gedestabiliseer het. 

A.VILJOEN, Suid Afrika 

********************************************** 

Thursday, July 9, 1998 at 16:11:19 

I feel very strongly that the name reconciliation is a total misnomer. It would be interesting for overseas 
people to see the track record. Violent killers such as the ones that bombed St James Church are given 
amnesty as to are the mindless bombers in Pretoria and the Mgoo Bar bomber McBride who was not only 

free but was given a priviledged place in government. Fortunately he has finally come to meet his just 
desserts in Mozambique for gun-running. A number of members of the ANC government were also 
involved in torture against their own people in Tanzanian Torture Canps, they are now attempting to run 
this country. A blanket amnesty was given to 37 top echelon members of the ANC heirachy this without 
having to appear before the commission. It is only through much pressure that they - and I include the 
deputy head of government Mbeki will now have to appear and admit to their shortcomings. Is it not 

now time for Mandela to declare a general amnesty for ALL political prisoners and let us get on with our 
lives. Otherwise I firmly believe that reconciliation will not take place and in actual fact, as we are seeing 
now, a polarisation such as we have never seen before between white and black will ultimately lead to 
very serious consequences. 

ann phillips, johannesburg, Rep South Africa 

********************************************** 

Thursday, July 9, 1998 at 19:32:32 

Only after leaving the employ of the TRC does one have time to reflect, not only on the time there and 
ones contribution albeit small, but also on the "I could and should haves" and the "I should not haves". 
And indeed I can list many of these since my birth and upbringing in an Afrikaner house, schooling in 

whites-only afrikaner institutions and all that goes with that, and for these I apologise. 

Although the Archbishop and some other commissioners have this as one of the first items on their wish 
list for white people, I believe this can never be the end but rather a small tentative step towards a 
transformed SA. 
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May all the friends I made since the early nineties hold me to a continued contribution and commitment 
to a transformed SA and Africa - I know they will. 

signed by a fellow African 

Louis du Plooy, Pretoria / Cape town, SA 

[it was worth waiting to sign this till after I left] 

********************************************** 

Wednesday, September 2, 1998 at 09:11:26 

As a born white South African, I submit that I did not take sufficient notice or care about the violation of 
Human Rights in our Country. I regret my failure in the past to do more than I did to prevent such 

violence and will work towards to prevention of human rights abuses in the future. To all my fellow 
South Africans who suffered so terribly - I am truely sorry. 

Helena L. Glamville, South Africa 

********************************************** 

Monday, September 7, 1998 at 14:47:35 

Having just read Antje Krog's book on the truth commission. I feel compelled to add my bit to the 
register. I went to Wits in the 80's and in  good liberal fashion I said the right things, boycotted classes 
and collected signatures on a Free Mandela petetion. However when push came to shove I failed. - One 
night in Hillbrow I saw a white man assualt a black man with a large and heavy chain, but did not have 
the courage to intervene. The images from that night will continue to surface in my mind for rest of my 

life. - Rather than join the ANC or become a consiencious objector I emmigrated to the USA. 

Marc Zimmer, Groton CT06340, USA 

********************************************** 

Thursday, September 10, 1998 at 09:07:17 

My cousin brother Matthew Marwale Mabelane died at the hands of the police at the John Voster Square 
Police Headquarters in February 1977. It was claimed that he jumped from the notorius tenth floor of 
the building and died instantly. Seeing that the stories of the tentth floor jumps were never and will not 
be true, we want tio know why the killers are not coming out and apologise for their deeds. 

Such tricks by the perpetrators of those atrocities are really infuriating because these killers will only 
start talking about these things immediately they are exposed - otherwise they will keep quite. Do they 
really think that their victims will just forget about the hardships they cused them? Or do they think that 
the people are still afraid of them hence talking about their deeds would cause them some more troubles 
like in the past? 

The family and relatives are very upset about the silence of the killers of Matthew. Time is running out 
now. Let them come out and tell the story. We also want to see them, how they look like, whether they 
are real human beings and have families, children, relatives and friends. 

If they choose to remain silent, fine, the law will catch up with them soon and we will be furiously 
pressing charges against them withiout any mercy whatsoever. 

Please we are asking that this matter be treated with the urgency it deserves. We will be waiting for 

your prompt response. 

Thank you so much for the wonderful reconciliation work you have done. It is appreciated. 
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Mr K.C. Mabelane, Vanderbijlpark - South Africa (Gauteng Province) 
********************************************** 

Tuesday, September 29, 1998 at 21:08:09 

I am a final year student of Peace and Conflict Studies here in Northern Ireland. Although I am not 
South African, I still feel ashamed at what fellow 'whites' have done to South Africa. I feel a deep 

remorse knowing that I too have shown a racist attitude from time to time. I want to say that I am truly 
sorry, and that it was done in ignorance. I also realise that there have been faults on both sides, and 
that 'blacks' too can be just as racist as 'whites'. Let's no longer think of each other in terms of 'colour' 
or 'race', but of fellow human beings who all can make a difference and contrbute something positive to 
South Africa, Northern Ireland and the rest of the world. God bless you South Africa! Your peace process 
has, is and will continue to bring hope to the people of Northern Ireland. They have seen that even the 

deepest rooted conflict came come to an end one day. It has not all been in vain. Thank you.  

Heather Eilish Porch, Derry, Northern Ireland 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/04 
 
Knowing that here in America we don't endure all the hardships of those in South Africa, it makes me 

feel that I have been spoiled by all the royalties we recieve, and the pain you endure. Knowing that I 
haven't done anything to help, but just read about it, it makes me fell guilty. 

Julian Gray, U.S.A. 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/04 
 
the apartheid was made to seperate the black and the whites while the TRC was to bring the country 
together and to forgive and forget 

Mark Garnick, San Mateo, U.S.A 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            99/10/04 
 
I am JOsephine Winnefred! And I believe all people should be "equal". 

South Africa has now overcome Apartheid! So, I am jumping on my sofa with joy! 
I am so happy! You would not believe it! :) 
Stop the beatings! Stop the violence! INcrease the Peace! 
Come on man, if not for yourslef, then for mankind! 
Thank you 

With all love for south africa, 

Josephine Winnefred, Ca. USA 
********************************************** 
Date:            99/10/04 

 
I am a 13 year old and in 9th grade. I am learning about South Africa and the TRC. I find this topic very 
interesting....but also very scary in a way. 
It is amazing to me that there were so many human beings being treated so badly, not too long ago! 
I find it very terrible, but it is something we cannot deny in our history and it should be taught to 
everyone. 

Aaron Wells, California, USA 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            99/09/23 

 
Ask any white South African what they have had to sacrifice to bring the peace that we have now in 
South Africa. No, not a perfect peace, but a peace that as little as 10 years ago seemed unimaginable. 
In most cases the answer will be a resounding nothing. People may claim otherwise, but the truth is that 
most white South Africans have given nothing in exchange for more even than they could imagine. 
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Surely the time is right to stare this truth, and the truth of our countries past, in the face. 
 

I commit myself, and call on others to do the same, to do all that I can to bring about reconciliation in 
the land I need to be able to call my home. Whether it's making the effort to go to places and meet 
people I have been divided from, whether it's organising events that bring others together, whether it's 
giving up luxuries and unecessary comforts in order to give money to people who need it more, or 
whether it's directing my work towards areas that benefit the long term future of our country and it's 
children, I hereby make that committment. 

 
The time to sacrifice is now - let us not be the ones who have to admit that even when given the 
opportunity to contribute to peace and a future based on the values we believe in, we still failed to do 
what we know we must. 
 
I challenge myself, and all of us, to act while we have the chance. 

Richard Smith, Johannesburg, South Africa 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/09/23 
 
As a South African I would like to thank all those involved in the Commision for the amazing work they 
have put in so far and continue to do. I firmly believe this commision has begun to bring a semblance of 
truth, justice and humanity to our soceity. Thank you for all you done. 

Paul Oosthuizen, Benoni, South Africa 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            99/09/21 
 

I hold the work of the TRC to be the hope of all of the world for a full  expression of being able to be 
fully human in all of its true meaning. 

Anne Nelligan, Arlington, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/09/18 
 
I lived in Tokai, Cape Town for the first 14 years of my life, between 1975-1989.  During the time in my 

childhood, my experience in South Africa as an English person in school was very hard and they were 
difficult days.  I deeply regret that during my time in South Africa that I did not oppose the system of 
racism and stood up for what was right.  I had been so brainwashed by white society to think that the 
situation in South Africa under apartheid was a normal and acceptable way of life.  
 
Things have changed for the better and I hope that South Africa will be healed of its past. 

Robert Taylor, Gloucester, England 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/05 
 
I am a High School student from the USA and have been studying South Africa and the TRC in History.  I 
am very interested and find it miraculous that so many people can find it in their hearts to forgive the 
things people have done to them and their families and friends.  It is so wonderful how a country can 
make peace by forgiving such awful things others have done.  I just wanted to say what a wonderful 

project the TRC is. 

anon, USA  
********************************************** 
 

Date:            99/10/05 
 
I am a student currently at Hillsdale high school in  San Mateo, California in USA.  I have been reading & 
studying about TRC hearings.  My personal perspective on the the idea is its a great idea.  However I 
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don't think that the murderers should go scott free.  why don't they let them just get a jail sentence 
reduction.  
 

 South Africa was under apartheid and that was completely wrong.  I can't imagine what it was like for 
African people to live during that time.  It so courageous for people to live and survive to live during it 
and ultimately see the end of it.  I'd like to thank all the survivors of South Africa for showing all the 
people of the world that 
in this day and age a nation can still start from scratch and survive.  My condolences to all the familys 
that have 

had a family member die because of racial segragation.  To anybody that reads this please write me on 
your thoughts at Aznfeeze@aol.com 

Jeremy Quon, California, U.S.A 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/20 
 
As an educated, white male South African, I was a direct beneficiary of the system of Apartheid. I 
apologize to my fellow black South Africans for the system and the fact that in hind-site, I did not do 

sufficient to hasten the demise of the system. 
 
P.S.I also believe that this register needs to receive more publicity - I am  sure more people would sign 
it if they 
were aware of its existance. 

Peter G Fenton, Fairfield, Iowa, USA 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/21 
 
I am grateful for this opportunity to officially apologise to all who suffered under the apartheid system.  I 
was recruited from Ireland because I am white and most South Africans were denied a tertiary education 
and hence there was a skills shortage.  Having had the benefit of growing up in a free country I could 

appreciate the evil of Apartheid but was all too ready to enjoy its benefits.  Outwardly I was opposed to 
the system and made some sacrifices to hasten its demise but I was also secretly grateful to share some 
of its' benefits.  I am ashamed of my selfishness and greed and seek the forgiveness of those who 
suffered. 
 

I believe that restitution needs to made but I'm not sure how. 

Jonathan Eves, Johannesburg 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/21 
 
At 23 years old, for most of my life, I have lived in ignorance that my privileged way of life was built on 
the suffering of others. 
I feel that now it is important to commit myself to building bridges in South Africa, and so important to 
give back some of the benefits I had. 

It is also important to live ones life with awareness. Thank you to the TRC for making people aware of 
some of the atrocities committed, even though most people would like to not know. 
If there is anything I can do to help, please contact me. 
 
Thank you 

Emma Harvey, Cape Town, South Africa 
********************************************** 

Date:            99/10/25 
 

The atrocities committed in the past in the name of apartheid are a disgrace to all right thinking South 
African. 
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However we should not be caught up too much in the past we should keep the past in mind so that it 
serves as a reminder as to what we do not want our new society to be liked. 

 
As a nation we share a common history of strife and conflict. We should make it our business to 
overcome this history and ] embark on a new path of respect for human dignity, equality and 
freedom.  And a celebration of all that unites us and makes us different. 
 
To a great future through reconciliation. 

Lawrence Vongani Mashava, Pretoria, South Africa 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/11/04 

 
Although I cannot claim that "I did not know" about the wrongness and injustice of apartheid, the TRC 
hearings and reports of them have convinced me that I actually knew very little. Therefore, I must 
confess to not only what I have left undone, but also to what was done "in my name." 
 
I feel great shame about apartheid. 

I feel a great responsibility for a just future. 
I hope that South Africa will heal from the terrible wounds that it has suffered and will be whole and at 
peace. 

Marietjie Odendaal, Princeton, NJ, U.S.A. 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/11/07 
 
I am writing to express my admiration for the South African people and to wish you continued courage 
to face this difficult and heartwrenching struggle.  I can only imagine the strength it must require to 

relive the agonies of the past, to grieve anew, and then to let go and forgive.  At the end of this journey, 
I do believe that you will achieve for South Africa, and for your own spririts, a just and lasting peace. 
 
I am also writing in gratitude. Your struggle is a shining beacon for the world.  You have demonstrated 
that the peace process must respect the need of the individual for justice and closure.  I believe that the 
example set by South Africa is a model peace process that can bring lasting peace to the civil wars that 

continue to plague our globe. It is my commitment to you, for all that you have taught us, that I will 
pursue graduate studies in the field of conflict resolution and lasting reconciliation. Good luck and my 
heart is with you all. 

Heather Antonsen, Halifax, Nova Scotia 

********************************************** 

Date:            99/12/01 
 
I visited South Africa during June/July 1998 to conduct research for an undergraduate Peace Studies 
thesis on the new South African constitution.  I enjoyed meeting and speaking with South Africans about 

their experiences in the past and their hopes for the future.  
 
Although I am not South African, I write this message only to say that I share the common hope for 
individual and social reconciliation in South Africa.  I wish God's blessings to those South Africans and to 
those in the rest of the world, including myself, who struggle to define and to create justice.  

Mark F. Massoud, San Jose, CA  USA 
********************************************** 

 
Date:            99/12/15 

I am deeply disturbed by the history of South Africa, as relayed by the thousands of people who come to 
the TRC 
to tell the world about their realities.  I appreciate the honesty, good will and capacity to forgive that 
have been 
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synonymous with the TRC submissions and hearings.  I am very touched and disturbed by the pain and 
suffering that have been, and still are, experienced by so many people in our wonderful country.  
The TRC has been a great inspiration to me and I would like to state my commitment to building a new, 

and truly free, South Africa. 

Marlise Richter, Pretoria 
********************************************** 

 
Date:            99/12/21 

 
My submission to this register is a result of my reading Krog's "Country of my Skull". My heart has been 
wrenched open by this book. I am so ashamed of our past, so proud of our present and so hopeful of 
our future. 

Lee Ann Mounter, Durban 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/01/01 
 
This level of healing and reconciliation is a deeply moving testiment to the Spirit in each of us, in our 

ability to own our mistakes, and to forgive ourselves and others for wrongdoings.  It is also setting a 
clear intention about the kind of world we want to live in and create for our children.  Thank you. 

Maryellen Butke, Providence, RI  USA 
********************************************** 

 

Date:            00/01/12 
 
Reconciliation is a complex and also an emotional issue/need. Interpersonal relationships are key as 
there is no such thing, i believe as "National Reconciliation". However, while we ordinary people have to 
find a way to live with one another in spite of divided pasts and current gross inequalities, it is up to 
people and government alike to try and reduce inequalities and thereby bring the dream of reconciliation 

closer. Finally, reconciliation then is a process which is long-term and will be re-invented on a personal 
level over and over again. 

Mark Kaplan, Cape Town, South Africa 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/01/17 
 
May we find a place of acceptance that will mean peace. May God work with our hearts to provide the 
power to forgive. May we somehow learn from the past and that as a country we will not make the same 
mistakes. 

Rev Dennis Gee, Sandton 
********************************************** 

 
Date:            00/01/18 
 

The TRC has given back to South Africans the human right to feel pride in our country and fellowship 
with our neighbours, to uphold a devotion to establish and maintain high standards of honesty, 
peacefulness, and duty to each other's happiness. 
It has given those of us who did nothing before 1994 the chance to weep at our failings, acknowledge 
and regret our complicity, unburden ourselves of our collective guilt at standing by while unthinkable 
crimes against humanity were perpetrated, and to promise that we shall never, in our lifetimes, permit 

such evil to come again into our land. 
Thank you for all you have done for us. 
God bless South Africa, guide her rulers, guard her children, and bring her peace. 

Vanessa Farr, Cape Town, South Africa 

********************************************** 
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Date: 00/01/20 
 
I come in peace. Having followed with awe and horror the tribulations the peoples of SA and the ensuing 

struggle for justice, I cried in joy at the asendency of President Mandela and followed with great interest 
the efforts of the TRC as they were reported in the newpapers I read. 
 
Now that I can read this website and acknowledge my name as a matter of historical record, I feel a 
profound sense of community with SA for its effort to find the Truth about its shameful history and 
reconciling with both perpetrators and victims in the name of forgiveness. 

 
Thank you so much for this opportunity. Yours in love and struggle... Jack C Hewitt, father and worker. 

jack clarence hewitt, wisconsin, usa 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/01/25 
 
My life was turned upside down by Project Echoes, an SADF disinformation exercise aimed at 
demonstrating a non-existent link between the ANC and the Irish Republican Army.  A story planted in 

an English newspaper, The Sunday Telegraph, in 1991, published the day before Nelson Mandela's visit 
to Britain, alleged that I was involved in a conspiracy between the two organisations.  The truth is that I 
had no connection with either group: I was, and am, a journalist with no IRA connections and no links 
with South Africa other than past activity in the Irish Anti-Apatheid Movement.  The false story put my 
life in immediate danger from Loyalist paramilitaries in Northern Ireland, where I live, and it destroyed 
my professional reputation.  I was able to sue the newspaper for libel, and won substantial 

compensation, but it took a long time to rebuild my career, and on several occasions I was targeted for 
assasination.  I support the concept of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

O Maolain, Ciaran, Ireland 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/01/31 
 
TRC honoured past and coming century. 
God bless you men and women of Sudafrica! 

Ariel Barrios Medina, Buenos Aires - Argentina 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/02/02 

 
South Africa will become a beacon of hope in the 21st century as it wrestles with the legacy of 
apartheid. Humanity can only move forward if we learn to forgive and help each other as members of 
the human race. There is no doubt that all nations will learn from the work done by the Truth 
Commission. Nelson Mandela, Bishop Tutu, members of the Commission and the South African people 

should be commended for their fortitude and forthrightness in dealing with such a crucial issue. Nations 
become great when they can weave a common fabric which reflects the aspirations of all its citizens. 
South Africa has been blessed with great leaders who are weaving the basket of unity, which ultimately 
will serve as a catalyst for other countries in Africa and the world at large.There should be no 
compromise over the value of human life, and the truth will always prevail.Thanks. 

SABA M. JALLOW, STATESBORO, GA 30458 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/02/05 

 
Peace & Justice for Human rights victims & their families. 

Lee Chang-soo, South Korea 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/02/16 
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The concept underlying all truth and reconciliation for non-Jewish peoples, and the unity behind their 
differences, is the Seven Noachide Laws of the Jewish Torah for all non-Jews, endorsed by the US 
Congress in 1990 and subsequently (H.J. Res. 104, Public Law 102-14). This endorsement has given 

birth to our present era of development. The Laws also cover the place of Israel in the non-Jewish world, 
and the wide range of issues concerning personal and family life. Corporate questions are of prime 
importance, since business corporations are themselves Noachide-law entities; please see 
www.schuellerhouse.com/noahdin.htm  I am the author of the standard teaching guide to the Laws, 'The 
Seven Colors of the Rainbow'; With good wishes, I commend this concept to all the peoples of South 
Africa. 

Rabbi Yirmeyahu Bindman, Israel 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/02/17 

My personal determination is to respect, protect and nurture all life everywhere.  I will continue to 
advance along this path of self-reflection and courageous action.  I hope to contribute -- even in a small 
way -- to the advancement of South Africa.  I send deepest and warmest wishes for the good health, 

happiness, security, prosperity, and growth of all people in South Africa.  Thank you! -- Allen Massiah 

Allen B. Massiah, Bridgeport / Connecticut / USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/02/22 
 
It is an honor -- a gripping and terrible honor, but an honor all the same -- to read the report of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
 
I know, from my own experience, that without courage there can be no real truth; without truth there 

can be no real forgiveness; and without forgiveness there can be no peace. I feel great gratitude that in 
my time the people of South Africa have had the leadership and foresight to follow a path of healing. I 
shall always be indebted to your experience. 

Jonathan Siegel, Portage, MI 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/03/14 
 
As a Nigerian pastor currently living in United States, I pray always for Peace in South Africa as I do for 
my Country. I hope and pray that the Shalom of God will bring a lasting sense of reconciliation to all 

South Africans and citizens of the Global village. Amen. 

The Reverend Okokon O. Udo, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:           00/04/16 

(I hope you can show this to Archbishop Tutu - there is a piece towards the end about the day I met 
him, in Adelaide, under suspicious circumstances. He will have a laugh. I adore him). 

 
I hope blacks can forgive me for anything I did which offended them. Although I worked in my small 
way against apartheid since the 1953 election, when I was 10 years old, and can honestly say the policy 
enraged me all my years - bearing such a strong resemblance to Nazi Germany, of which I heard when I 
was 6 years old, I too enjoyed the benefits of their sweat and labour in my daily living through a higher 

"standard" of living; some standard when it does not measure society's misery as well as the usual 
"standard" we mean in economics. It is hard to escape guilt - when one should have said then "I am not 
going to live this way". We were caught in a tangle of threads of complicity merely by being there.  And 
yet, we also had a right to live:  the Nationalist Party government took away our humanity as well as 
that of the blacks. 

The right to treat people morally without breaking the country's laws and living in fear!!! 
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I am extremely saddened by the hate mail I see on different websites in S-A; it upsets me so much that 
I often cannot view S-A sites at all for months, I get so depressed (I look to see if there has been any 
lessening of the hate mail - but no, I don't think so). 

 
Dit klink miskien gek, maar ek wil byna die hele geskrewe hierbô in Afrikaans skryf. Ek gaan dan liewer 
verder, deur te sê dat ek bly is dat ons almal kan praat sonder vrees, want dit het ek daagliks met die 
swartes gedeel. Bang, bang , bang. Vir jou bure.  Vir vreemdelinge - is hulle dalk SAP? Bang om 'n brief 
te skryf aan 'n koerant; selfs die Star het my briewe nie laat verskyn nie - en dan is jy regtig 
stemmeloos en in die geval van die swartes, stemloos daarby, wanneer jy nie uiting MAG gee aan jou 

gedagtes, vrese en wense nie. 
 
Wat 'n nagmerrie!!! Dink net: 'n multi-taal nagmerrie, in Xhosa, Zulu, Afrikaans, Venda, ens, ens. 
Watter land kon multi-taal nagmerries hê? Die land van D F Malan, Strijdom, Dr V, and all the other 
Broeders!!! 
 

Die opwindendste dag in my lewe was ongeveer 8 of wat jare gelede, toe ek Biskop Tutu in die 
Anglikaanse Katedraal in Adelaide gehoor het. 'n Paar dae daarna, in 'n privaat vergadering van die 
Uniting Church (?), in die voorstede van Adelaide, het ek onuitgenodigd opgedaag. Die blankes, onder 
wie 'n belangrike Suid-Afrikaanse banneling/vlugteling, het my skuins aangekyk en uitgevra, denken de 
dat ek miskien 'n Nat spioen was!!! My aksent!!!  My naam!!! (die verbande persoon, 'n Engelssprekende 
"Church Minister" (not sure of his rank!) se naam vergeet ek, maar ek onthou uit die Sunday Times, 

Rand Daily Mail en Star dat hy "aktief" 
was by Fort Hare(?)in die Oos-Kaap).  Biskop Tutu het begin met 'n "van der Merwe" grappie.  Ek was 
geen 4 treë van die groot man nie! Waarom was ek daar?  Net om hom weer te hoor. Hoe het ek 
uitgevind? Na die Katedraal toespraak, het ek 'n groep swart dominees gevra waar hy nou heen gaan. 
Hulle het my beleefd die adres gegee. Die onskuldige dominees was uit die Sudan - hulle het 
vermoedelik geen begrip gehad van die vrees en agterdog waaronder jy in S-A geleef het nie in ons 

polisie-staat. En dus het hulle, nie-verder-denkend, my die adres gegee. Ek is hulle baie dankbaar. 
 
Dankie vir die geleentheid om verskoning te vra aan die mense van Suid-Afrika, vir myself in daardie 
jare. Ek voel nou beter, ook omdat ek gedink het aan Biskop Tutu.   

It doesn't hurt to say "Im sorry", John Howard!! 

Groete, 
Johan van Es, Adelaide, Australië. 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/04 
 
 TRC is doing outstanding job healing wound. I can not even imagine myself being a victim of aparthied 

and white 
supremist. My question is how come Gandhi was able to kick european out of India and Mandela wasn't. 
If I were in Mandela's position, I would have started the country by first taking sending white people 
home. South Africa can never get out of hole, atleast in my generation or my children's genration if 
integration between white 
and black is in present day pace. First wealth distribution should taken care and then I would be ready 

to forgive 
white perpetrators. 

kiran thapa, new york, usa 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/23 
 
Having lived in SA for almost 2 years and having had a first-hand realisation of what it was like and still 
is for black people in this stunning country I feel extremely embarrassed and sad and angry with myself 

not to have joined the anti-apartheid-group that was so active in Amsterdam. When I lived in Capetown 
I went to an exhibition in the old ford about the Dutch participation in the struggle and found myself 
crying and asking myself: where the hell was I? 
Now I write letters for Amnesty International to rulers of countries who deprive their people of human 
rights. This way I at least have the feeling I can give a small contribution to make this earth a better 
place. 

Catherina Sitsen, Amsterdam, Holland 
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********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

Within the knowledge I have gained about aparthied in South Africa, it upsets me to see all the 
perpetraitors and bystanders that were involved in such a trecherous ordeal. So many innocent lives 
were taken because no one took a stand. It bothers me deeply to have to have seen so many not care 

abd have choosen not to even notice what had happened. It has now ended with the hopes to rebuild a 
hopeful and peacful South Africa. 

C.Caton, Somerville, Ma. 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 
 
I am a senior at Somerville High School.  I took a course called "Facing History" and in this course we 
stuided South Africa and the TRC.  We have gained awarness of the atrosities that occured during 

Apartheid.  I would just like to take the time and say the TRC was a good idea in my opinion, and I hope 
it helped people cope with thier past.  What happened in South Africa was very disturbing, but I hope 
people are now working together to achieve peace. 
 
Sincerely, 
Melissa 

Melissa, Somerville, Massachusetts, America 
********************************************* 

Date:            00/05/25 
 
My facing history class has been studing the TRC, apartheid, and South Africa in general. Taking this 
class has shown me how bad the situtation in South Africa was and is. I personally did not know 
anything about South Africa or it's history until i took this class. I now know and understand how bad 
the events were. 

I never knew or even heard the word apartheid until this year. Now that i do i know about it and 
understand it, i feel really horrible. The more i read or hear about this the more i can look down at 
humanity. Apartheid is over but South Africa is still ruined because of high crime. 

The purpose of the TRC is a very good one and the TRC is one of the best things that has happened to 
South Africa. I believe that if someone tells the complete truth and is truely sorry they should be 
forgiven. 

KRISTEN, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

 
I think that the work of the TRC helps South Africa continully holds the past as a road map for South 
Africa's future.  I think we must never forget, and should always be thought to kids in school so they 
know what tragedys South Africa has faced. 
 
I salute Nelson Mandela for his example of what it means to be roconceiled with one's enemies.  He is an 

example worth emulating. 

Vinnie, Somerville, USA  
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 
 
The high school course, Facing History, is a great course to touch upon the big history events that have 
happened in the past.  We have studied South Africa, equal rights for everyone in the United States, and 
we also studied the experiences of the Jews in Nazi Germany.  If you take a minute and look at the 

cause of these events they mostly spring up off of the samething.  Someone or some group wants to 
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have total power. 
 
In South Africa the government treated the blacks horribly.  The law enforcement and white people 

would beat up the blacks and then kill them.  They did this just because the blacks wanted equal 
rights.  Now that South Africa has The Truth and Reconcilliatoin Commission many people are paying for 
the crimes the committed years ago. 

Christopher Pitts, Somerville, MA, USA 

********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/05/25 
 
  I am a high school student in my senior year and I currently take a Facing History class. The purpose 
of taking this course was the desire to learn specific events in history that marked humanity.  However, 

what I did not know was the numerous issues of today that were left from the damages in 
history.  Amoung these issues is the South African Reconciliation Act which is, in my opinion, a peaceful 
but unjust way to reunite the people from a nation that suffered discriminatiom and human's right abuse 
for so many years. 
 
   The goal of the TRC is to give South Africans a chance to overcome their past and make an 

alliance.  Without a doubt this procedure was well intented.  The ones who admitted to have opressed 
Blacks, to have agreed to follow the Apartheid without contradition, and to have committed violence 
crimes against Blacks were forgiven and even absolved from jail time.  Now, was it fair to the opressed 
ones?  Black South AFricans never had the chance to let justice punish their opressors.  There wasn't 
much justice done on their side. 
 

   These people have accomplished a lot through the years, but their past still haunt them.  I give my 
respect for, after all they were put through, having the strength to reconstruct their people's 
pride.  Even though not in a legal way,  there is still discrimination and disavantages. 

Natalia Martins, Somerville, MA, USA 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 
 

I think what the South Africans government did to the black South Africans was terrible.  killing them 
and hurting them just because they wanted equal say in their government.  It reminds me of slavery in 
the 1800's and Civil rights of the 1900's where they didn't have equal rights.  If there are any people out 
there that would like to know more about what happened to the South African I would recommend 
seeing the movie A Dry White Season. 
 

I take a class called Facing History which makes you rethink how you feel about certain races and ethnic 
backgrounds.  We have learned about what has been going on in South Africa and compares it to many 
different situations in History.  After seeing what the TRC has done it makes me wish that the United 
States has some people who care so much to make the people in the United States to make the Racists 
who have committed crimes pay. 

James Cassidy, Somerville, USA 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/05/25 
 

I never before had a real understanding of South Africa before the Facing History Course.  I knew of 
apartheid but not about the improsionment of people and about the homelands and what South African 
blacks had to go throw.  How in South Africa people who were colored had to use passports in South 
Africa.  I think to myself if we allow people other people in the same manner as in South Africa we will 
never find equality in the world. 

Fernando Estevam, Somerville, Ma  
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

 
With all of the knowledge I been presented I been amazed of all the things those people put up for 
several years.  Also, I don't understand how can some people can just stand there and not do anthing 
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about it.  I also, don't understand how the government was so corrupted.  How they can treat those 
people and especially kids. 

Andricson Rivas, Somerville,MA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

This year in Facing History we have studied many things that have to do with racism and all the 
problems that come with it.  We have studied problems from the Jews in Germany to the blacks in the 
United States and what happen in South Africa.  The way the blacks were treated in South Africa was 
just like how the blacks were treated in the United States. 

 
They were beat up, killed not allowed to do the same things whites were allowed.  Know that South 
Africa has set up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission , it gives blacks a chance to find out why the 
whites did these to them and give them some sort of peace and closure. 

Jonathan O'Connell, Somerville, MA  United States 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

In the beginning of this course I didn't know anything about aparthied or the struggle that black South 
Africans went through.  You could say I was ignorant.  What I have learned is that freedom shouldn't be 
taken for granted. I also learned not to stay silent out of fear but fight for justice. 

Anonymous, Somerville, USA 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/05/25 

I think what the South African government did to the black South Africans was horrible.  All the blacks 
wanted was an equal say in the way the government was run.  The whites were outnumbered and felt 
they had to use violence.  They killed and tortured many blacks and it was unnecessary.  America had 
the same problem with slavery and it was because of unequal rights.  There was too much violence and 
many people didn't even know because the South African government ran everything.  The TRC is really 
helping South Africa because it is recognizing and reasoning with the problem. 

Mike Coneeny, Somerville, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 
 
In my life i have never thought that people would forgive each other for wrongdoing, people would want 
to demonstrate in symbolic way their commitment to a new kind of future in which human rights abuses 
will not take place. 

Lukson, Lamy, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/25 

In order to glimpse the future, you must know the present, and to know the present you must know the 
past. We cannot understand today without a knowledge of yesterday. In South Africa, this is especially 
important because of the terrible atrocities committed in the past. The TRC is a supremely important 

organization because it helps to reveal the past which, especially in South Africa, must be acknowledged 
in order to move past the hate and distrust of the past, and present, into a future where everybody is 
involved and nobody is excluded based on race, creed, or sex. We are the products of our collective 
pasts, but that does not mean that we must submit to past instances of hate and segregation that has 
characterized the pasts of so many nations and peoples of the world. The TRC is a first step, an 
extremely important and successful first step, on the path of enlightenment which surely awaits the 

people of the world. 
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anon, Somerville, Massachusetts, United States of America 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/05/31 

Although I live in Canada, and lead an extrememly sheltered life, as I read through the register, I want 
to weep. I have never, and most likely never will, experience anything as reprehensible as the apatheid. 
Still, when I see the forgiveness, and willing to confess past wrongs that is brought out in the TRC, I am 
astonished. I congratulate you all on being able to own up to your faults, and ask for or offer 
forgiveness. I pray that this will be a strengthening and healing experience for you all. God bless. 

Rachel, Canada. 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/06/06 

 
First of all I want to express my deep gratitude to all the people who have made not only this site, but 
indeed the Truth and Reconcilliation possible.  My husband and I came to the US two years ago.  We are 
students here.  It has been these past two years that have truly opened my eyes to South Africa and the 
facts of my country's history. 
 

I am 27 years old and am lucky enough to say that I never voted for the Apartheid government but that 
is only a very small consolation because I have to face the fact that had I been born earlier, I might 
have very well supported the government. 
 
I regret so much that at the time of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee I was still so ignorant and 
prejudiced that I blocked the whole thing out.  I never gave it a second thought.  If only I knew then 

what I know now, I could have attended meetings in person and at least show that as a white person I 
was involved.  But I wasn't. 
 
Since coming to America, I have for the first time in my life forged relationships with black people.  Only 
here did I realize that indeed, there is nothing to be scared of.  Only here have I started trying to come 
to terms of what it means for me to be a white South African. 

 
I am very emotional about this issue, and crying even as I type these words.  I want the world so very 
much to be a place of goodness and light.  It hurts me so much to read about what white people have 
done to people of colour everywhere in the world.  I struggle to find reasons to be proud of being who I 
am.  I am overcome when I hear that people can forgive.  I still see so much prejudice in myself and I 

hate it when I see it. 
 
I have come to think that prejudice hurts both ways.  It hurts the person who is dehumanized and then 
it dehumanizes the person who is prejudiced.  In South Africa, as a child, I learned not to look black 
people in the eye.  Not looking someone in the eye is a refusal to recognize them as human and equal. 
 

I wish I could reach every single person who has been a victim of Apartheid (in a sense we all are) and 
tell them that I am sorry for all the hurt.  I wish I could make it better.  I wish I could heal all of us once 
and for all.  I am so thankful that it ended.  To the white people I would want to say, read Antjie Krog's 
book, Country of My Skull and Bishop Tutu's book "No Future Without Forgiveness".  I believed for 25 
years of my life that Bishop Tutu was evil because that was what I was told.  I believed it.  Now I realize 
that he is truly a man of God.  I am so thankful that he is South African.  

 
I know that I must return to South Africa because no other place will ever be home.  I know from family 
and friends that it is hard to live with the constant threat of crime, but the TRC has made me aware of 
how many millions of people lived most vulnerably with a much starker reality for so many many 
years.  I am grateful that I can add my voice to this movement.  All the world's darkness cannot put out 
the light of a single candle. 

Lara Pienaar, Cleveland, OHIO 
********************************************* 

Date:            00/06/07 
 
As a medical journalist who worked in South Africa for many years, I still deeply regret that I was not 
much, much more forceful in trying to get some of my stories published overseas whenever they were 
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(so frequently) rejected by my editors due to the censorship laws under apartheid. I also apologize for 
my profound lack of courage to intervene in some specific events involving clear human rights violations 
during my work in South Africa.I do however have great faith in this present process of peace and 

reconciliation and pray each day that all the people of this country I love so much will find a clear, 
democratic and peaceful way forward. 

Adriana Johanna Stuijt, Europe 
********************************************* 

Date:            00/06/27 
 
In some senses I feel a bit of fraud signing this register, living as I do thousands of miles away, never 
having visited your country (something I hope to soon rectify) and also because I was only in my early 

years of secondary school when Nelson Mandela was released. These coincidences of birth mean that I 
personally have nothing to apologise for in any direct sense. 
  
Although my parents and teachers instilled in me a deep and lasting sense of the evils of apartheid, at 
the time my opposition to that odious regime was limited to producing a school project on Nelson 
Mandela around the time of his release and, I seem to remember, convincing my parents to briefly 

become members of the ANC! 
 
Even so, I still feel a curious need to say something and offer some sort of apology. Perhaps this stems 
from the feeling that 'There but for the grace of God go I'. Had I been older and living in South Africa, 
although I would like to think that I would have had the courage to speak out against the apartheid 
regime, the reality is that I very probably wouldn't. The old saying rings very true - 'All that it takes for 

evil to triumph is for good people to do nothing'. I am sure that there were better people than I too 
afraid to speak out. 
 
Those connected to the TRC and those who have signed this register have my utmost respect. I am now 
a teacher of Religious Education in a Roman Catholic school and today 
delivered a lesson to some Year 12 pupils (17 year olds) on the theme of reconciliation. For this lesson, I 

decided to explore with the pupils the rationale of the TRC particularly as regards the granting of 
Amnesty to those guilty of attrocities during the apartheid era. 
 
The pupils were astonished to discover that so few conditions needed to be satisfied in order for 
Amnesty to be granted and when presented with some case studies were very much opposed to the idea 

that people guilty of abducting and murdering members of liberation movements during the apartheid 
era could walk away free men and women, provided that the Commission were satisfied that thier 
offence was politically motivated and that they had disclosed all relevant facts. 
 
This idea does not sit easily with traditional concepts of justice and fairness, yet herein lies the true 
greatness of the TRC. I feel that it aims at something much greater than the satisfaction of an 

(imperfect) human understanding of 'justice' - it aims at reconciliation and redemption, recognising both 
the need to move on and also the fact that 'God's ways are not our ways'. It is to the credit of all 
involved with the TRC that they, many of whom bore the brunt of the evil that was apartheid, can find it 
within themselves to forgive - all the more so when I contrast this attitude with the indignation of my 
all-white, middle class group of pupils today at what they perceived as undeserved redemption for those 
who they believed to be beyond saving! 

 
This isn't a criticism of the pupils - I expected such an incredulous reaction and my main concern was 
that I could never do the TRC full 'justice' (that word again!). Hopefully they did go away with some 
awareness of the power and beauty of the work that the TRC does and will remeber that 'To err is 
human; to forgive, divine'. 
 

I will keep you all in my prayers. 

Corin Willis, Liverpool, England 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/07/12 
 
God, please continue to bless South Africa! 
 
Amen! 
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Melvin O. McCoy, Jr., Baltimore, Maryland 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/09/09 
 
I was born in Johannesburg in 1946 and grew up under apartheid.  As a White, I received a good 

education at school and at Wits.  I was active in the anti-apartheid movement at Wits 1964-66.  I have 
lived in Melbourne since 1974, and was active in the anti-apartheid movement here.  In a small way, by 
pressuring the Australian Government to adopt both sports boycotts and economic sanctions, and to 
push for a negotiated settlement, we helped to achieve the eventual end of apartheid; and we 
celebrated 11 Feb.1990, and the electon of April 1994, here in Melbourne.  Now I teach the history of 
South Africa under apartheid to Australian students, who are attracted in great numbers to learning 

about the apartheid society and its eventual demise - the relevance to Australia's need to reach a proper 
reconciliation with its indigenous population is obvious.  The TRC has been a great achievement - far 
from perfect and clearly flawed, but still very necessary and of immense benefit for the future of SA.  

Dr David Philips, Melbourne,Australia 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/09/14 
 
 As I read many of the messages writen by many different people, I've realized that I, as a white 

person, have been given multiple opportunities to live and live a free life. I want to take this time to 
appologize to all those who 
felt rejected, used and abused based upon their race or gender. 

Natalie  Desilets, Canada 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/09/15 
 
For many years, I have been anxiously peering through the window of study, reading, and travel to 

catch the glimpses of South Africa.  I know I will never be a part of South Africa,but South Africa will 
always be a part of me.  It is for that reason that I write to express my respect for so many of you.  I 
am forever moved by the way love and hope prevail over hate and despair in South Africa.  Many 
Africans and Afrikaners have faced their fears and have had the courage to stand up and be counted on 
the side of hope.  Please know that you make me proud to be a part of the same species, and I hope 

that I would exhibit the same humanity in similar circumstances.  You are beacons of strenth to many 
others and examples to all.     
 
And to the families and friends of the people who died as a result of an environment of hate and 
mistrust, I send my most humble condolences. 

Melody Redford, Calgary, Canada 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/09/30 
 

Me and my class did a project on the TRC, and it was one of the best projects that I have ever done. We 
each had to take a case and review and research it. I have never had as much fun and learned as much 
in one assignment. I think that the TRC was a very good thing because it gave closure to the families of 
the victims. I am part black and do not understand what racism is. I have grown up in the U.S. in the 
90's and can not imagine what it must have been like for the blacks during this time. I say that the TRC 
gives closure to the families, but again I have to say that I have never experienced what it is like to lose 

a loved one in such a tragic way before and therefore I can not say that it gives complete closure to the 
families. The one thing that I believe is that some sort of justice should be served in these cases. Some 
people in my class mentioned that forgiveness is not always what the families are looking for. Some of 
the families said in the reports that I read said that they wanted to see the killer 
 
I thank you for letting me grace your presence and write my feelings and thoughts of the TRC. My heart 

goes to all the families that lost a family member, friend, or relative during this sickening part of South 
African history. 
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Bob Egan, San Mateo, California, United States 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/09/30 
 
I learned about the TRC in school.  The process was a real eye-opener.  What people went through and 
what others did was amazing.  The way people were so brutally murdered and how their family 
members can look their loved one's killer in the eyes and say, "I forgive you" and mean it. 

 
This was an extrodinary commission.  Risking traditional justice for the truth and reconcilliation is a risk 
that takes much courage and strength.  I hope other nations can use your counrty as an example to 
help with their problems. 

Cindy Steiger, California, USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/10/02 

I am 14 years old and we have been studying South Africa and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
in my English and History classes.  We recently reenacted the amnesty hearings, each student arguing 
for or against amnesty for one of four applicants.  This simulation really made me think about South 
Africa's past, present, and future.  It was wonderful to study such an interesting and complex nation, 
and to see the steps that are being taken to have a peaceful future among all South Africans.  I applaud 

the efforts of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the message that it is sending to the rest of 
the world: it is possible for a previously divided nation to become united through the efforts of the 
people. 

Becca Abeles, San Mateo, California, USA 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/10/03 

I am a highschool student who has researched the TRC and must put my thoughts into a short 
summary....As the good man once said, Life is short and should be lived to the fullest.  We all must 
relish life and forgive to let hard feelings be released.  God bless us all! 

Tony Catalli, San Mateo/USA 

********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/10/04 

The marvellous work of the TRC is nowhere better demonstrated than in the pages of this 
register.  White South Africans of all ages have had to confront the crimes committed in their name by 
apartheid's agents, and remarkably perhaps, what we have seen here is a seemingly genuine remorse 
and willingness to look for a new future with their black countrymen. 
 
Having been to South Africa I realise that racial tensions remain in your beautiful country.  The TRC has 

however made a vital beginning on the path to social harmony. 

Ian Cooper, Cardiff, UK 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/10/08 
 
I wanted to thank you, South Africa, for having been the one who made the whole world opening its 
eyes. 
My father went to South Africa in the 80s and was naive enough to believe all the things that Whites 

were saying. So that, when he came back to France he gave me wrong informations. I was a child at 
this time and did not really react to what he was saying but it must have had a great impact on me since 
I'm now doing research on South Africa and the TRC. 
I commit myself in fighting against any discrimination and any unfair action. 
Thank you for being who you are. 
I will never forget what you did. 
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Anne Simon, Nantes, France 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/10/09 

As a white child growing up in Apartheid South Africa - I was confronted with the seperate lives of black 
and white.  The way I dealt with it in my mind was to classify blacks and whites into the "haves" vs "the 
have nots".  I grew up thinking that it was OK for blacks to live in shacks and ride on seperate buses 
and to use seperate toilets as they were used to living in "dirty conditions" after all "they" had always 
lived in mud huts.  "They" also did not do things the same way as "us".  They spoke loudly, They 
smelt,  What was worse "they were communists". 

 
I have since come to realise how profoundly our lives are shaped by subconcious or sometimes concious 
perceptions of situations around us.  It is inately human to judge, and very common to pre-judge, and 
therein lies my greatest failing.  I deeply regret not seeing the person who was beneath, but only the 
black skin - not stopping to talk or understand, but only to dismiss - not seeing past my own selfinduced 
confinement - but only to confine others by my blinkered view.  To my fellow South Africans who I have 

conciously or perhaps more often subconsiously dismissed, disregarded, disparaged and disrespected,  I 
unconditionaly apologise for my thoughts and actions.  Please also forgive me for my future failings as 
although I honestly seek to reconcile, the prejudice is deep within. 

Mike Begg, Cape Town 

********************************************** 

Date:            00/10/30 
 
As a South African I would like to apologise for the damage done to the nation by my group, the white 

people. 
I acknowledge that we have brought pain and suffering to the country. 
  
Many of us are quick to claim that we brought prosperity and a host of positive contributions to South 
Africa. 
Maybe we did, but I would like to take responsability for the negative things as well, to restore the 

balance. 
 
As an individual it is difficult to accept responsibility for crimes committed by members of my group, but 
it seems necessary in order to move forward. 
  

I apologise for what we have done to build barriers between people, and for the hurt caused by 
Apartheid. I am grateful to those from my group who took a stand against it, and thank them for their 
sacrifices. 
 
I understand the fears of people of my group under Apartheid but condemn the way we allowed harmful 
deeds to prevail.  

 
I commit myself to justice, reconciliation, and making amends to help our country. 

Branimir (Branko) Bufacchi, The Hague, The Netherlands 
********************************************* 

Date:            00/11/01 
 
I am a student at the University of Virginia. Not until last year did I know anything about 
apartheid.  Now I am 

writing my thesis on the efforts of racial reconciliation in South Africa and the United States.  I think you 
should be proud of the  TRC and of doing what the US has failed to do: confront our past so we can build 
our future together. 
I give thanks to God for the incredible courage shown by so many South Africans in the face of evil. 
I hope that both of our countries will some day be free of all hatred and disunity.  Until then I will be 
praying for your country and mine. 

Erica Lloyd, Charlottesville, Virginia USA 
********************************************* 
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Date:            00/11/01 
 
As an American Citizen, I would like to apologize for the lack of recognition I had for the problems in 

South Africa. I recently began a research project to complete my schooling, which deals with human 
rights violations throughout the world. I have been horrified and shocked at the breath and frequency of 
these violations, and as stated above, I would like to apologize for not acting sooner, and for not taking 
an active stand against injustice both in South Africa, and around the world. 

anon, Boston, MA USA 
********************************************** 

Date:            00/11/03 
 

I as an white Afrikaner I would like to apologise to all, for the hurt and pain for the system our parents, 
grand parents and great grand parents enforced on this country. 
May they and I, who by default was part of the system, be forgiven and accepted as true citizens of this 
great country. 
May we forgive but may we never forget what history has shown us! 

Karel Marais, Pretoria 
**********************************************     
Date:            00/11/28 
 
Man has always been our Brother, God being our Father and Christ our Redeemer. 

 
As for the us and our families in the Francis McDonald Gow, AME Church, Benoni, Lay Organisation 
members, we have made peace with our souls and then with our brothers and sisters in our beloved 
South Africa. 
 
May God Bless Africa and its Sons and Daughters 

Sello Tsoabisi, 1st Vice-President AME Church Lay Organisation, Benoni, SA 
********************************************** 
 
Date:            00/12/29 

 
 To the wonderful people of South Africa 
 
I regret deeply and wish to personally apologise to the peoples of South Africa for not assisting in 
stopping, protesting or objecting in any way to the evils perpetrated upon them during the apartheid 

years. I regret not being more politically aware and 'not seeing' what was so obviously happening there. 
I have just read Bishop Tutu's book "No Future Without Forgiveness" and cannot agree more with his 
sentiments. 
 
In Zimbabwe at present, the white people are now the minority without any real recourse to the law, 
and are experiencing in a very small measure what the black people of South Africa experienced for so 

many years. It is a very humbling position to be in. 
 
We have so much to learn from the magnanimous display of confession, repentance, forgiveness and 
reconciliation displayed by Mr Mandela and so many other extraordinary people in South Africa. 
Zimbabwe desperately needs your prayers, support and help to enable the same spirit to prevail. 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you South Africa and South Africans. May God continue to heal and make 
whole each one of you personally, and all of you as a nation. May he restore to you what "the canker 
worm has stolen" and bless you with peace and prosperity in all your ways in the future. I pray South 
Africa will grow from strength to strength as an example in the world of what can be achieved through 
forgiveness. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Brenda Adamson, Harare, Zimbabwe 

********************************************** 
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