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__________________________________________________________ MR

NTSEBEZA: Before I hand over to Dr Boraine, there is a request here. Some people

take these things home with them. I know they are not doing that deliberately it's just a

mistake, if you go home with this equipment, it's not going to help you in any way. If you

mistakenly take it, please bring it back, so that they can charge it over night for further

use. I know that we understand each other.

DR BORAINE: As was announced earlier, there are three witnesses who will take the

stand together, and I'm going to call out their names and ask them if they will please come

and take up their seats. Mrs Nomonde Calata, Mrs Sendiswa Mkhonto, Mrs Nombuyiselo

Mhlawuli. I will speak to each of you individually in order to start the proceedings, and

Mrs Calata, would you stand please?

NOMONDE CALATA: (sworn states)

SANDISWA MKHONTO: (sworn states)

NOMBUYISELO MHLAWULI: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: I understand that a request was made by Mrs Goniwe to hold over her

evidence until tomorrow, and we are respect that, but we are very grateful that you have
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joined the other three because you belong together, as we all know. The 27th of June 1985

is a day which will be indelibly printed in your minds and in your hearts and in the minds

of many, many thousands and hundreds of thousands of people in South Africa. Many

people within this hall and many of us sitting at this table knew your husbands well. We

had met them, we had worked with them and like you we heard with horror of the

gruesome killing of those four, the Cradock Four. One of the reasons why we started the

hearings in the Eastern Cape, was because of the terrible oppression that has taken place in

this part of South Africa, and we thought, instead of starting in one of the big cities, as so

many other things are, it was right to start here. And you know as well as I do and as the



Commission knows, that everybody who comes to this Commission is as important as

anyone else. Everyone who has suffered is a sufferer, you have come together and you

will be answering questions about something that was very very painful for you. We're

hoping very much that you will find this experience helpful and healing and in the end

will enable the Commission to be of some service to you as well. Mr John Smith will lead

the questions and I'm going to hand over to him now. Thank you so much for coming.

MR SMITH: Thank you Mr Chairman. Good morning Mrs Calata, how are you?

MRS CALATA: Good morning Mr Smith. Fine thank you, and you?

MR SMITH: Mrs Calata, I've got a copy of a statement which you have made and I've

also consulted with you at length, we have spoken about this matter. So I'm going to be

asking you questions and trying to get some of the important issues
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out in leading you. But I want you to feel relaxed and if there's anything you want to add,

to what you're going to say, please feel free at any time. If you should leave out anything

which is important I will alert you to it, so don't feel nervous about it at all. Okay? Thank

you.

Maybe we should start off by asking you to introduce yourself to the Commission

here, tell us who you are and where you're from.

MRS CALATA: I am Nomonde Calata, a wife to the late Fort Calata. My birthplace is

in Cradock, I met Fort in 1974 there in Cradock. Unfortunately we had child

unexpectedly and this child was unplanned, but we got married in 1980 and were blessed

with two children. The eldest is Dorothy, she'll be 21 very soon. We have Lukanyo, he is

14 years old, Thomani is going to be 11 on the 8th of August 1996.

MR SMITH: To correct you, you also have a third child. Your third child is 10 years old,

is that right?

MRS CALATA: Yes Thomani.

MR SMITH: Thomani. Thomani was born immediately after the funeral of your

husband, is that right?

MRS CALATA: Right.

MR SMITH: What are your children doing at the moment?

MRS CALATA: Lukanyo is at Adlidge Gymnasium doing standard 7, Thomani is in

Cradock Primary doing Standard 3.

MR SMITH: Thank you, now your husband Fort Calata has had quite a strong

background in his family in so far as politics is concerned, is that right? Would you like to

tell the Commission about it?

MRS CALATA: The grandfather to Fort was a general secretary to the ANC

organisation during the treason trial.



Fort was born during that period. This name Fort was given EAST LONDON HEARING
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by the grandmother, because she used to pay visits during the trial and she informed the

grandfather that there is a child and he was named Fort, because at the time that he, the

grandfather was at the Fort Prison.

MR SMITH: When you got married to Fort in 1980, was he involved in politics?

MRS CALATA: In 1976 he was involved because it was the time of the struggle.

Everybody was conscious now. During the time when he was at school, he typed a letter

to the municipality in Cradock, trying to inform them about the way in which they were

overworked, the streets were dirty and also how they used to carry on with the bucket

system. He was detained for this involvement and for this explanation and then he was

cross-questioned and why he wrote these letters, which he wrote anonymously, but they

could traced that he was the source of these letters.

MR SMITH: At this stage, is it correct that at some stage you were living in Dimbasa

and Fort was teaching there?

MRS CALATA: Yes he started teaching in Dimbasa, in 1979 an din 1980. Before our

marriage he was detained in Dimbasa for three weeks. After he was released from

detention, I cannot remember very well, under which section he was detained, but he was

on his way to school in the morning, thereafter he was released for a few months and then

we got married in October 1980. He ...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Back to Cradock at that stage?

MRS CALATA: No I didn't stay with him in Dibasa, I was still in Dimbasa and he was

the only one who was teaching in Dimbasa, so that is why he requested that he should be

back to ...(intervention)

MR SMITH: In Cradock.
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MRS CALATA: Yes he get a transfer in Cradock.

MR SMITH: In 1983 you related a story that he came back from school one day and he

was very happy about a particular teacher that he met.

MRS CALATA: Yes he came back in 1983, he told us that there was a new teacher at

school and he loves this teacher very much. They are communicating very well and they

share the same interests. I was also interested about this teacher and then one morning

when I was going on duty this teacher came to visit us. He introduced him as Matthew

Goniwe. He and Fort then became friends thereafter.

MR SMITH: Yes they started to be friends ever since. At that moment there were some



houses that were being built there in Cradock, so we decide to get one of the houses and

then we took it as accommodation. There was a sliding scale and rentals were charged

according to earnings and it ranged from R24.99 to R89. Because my husband was a

teacher he paid the R89. The community of Cradock felt that this was too much for them,

because it is a small place and the people were not earning much, even if they were

employed. So they decided to put this and present it to all the teachers there in Cradock,

and tried to request them if they could assist in trying to negotiate for a reduction of the

rentals.

Then a meeting was organised to discuss this issue. that is where the committee

was elected which was going to handle all this and Matthew was the chairperson of this

Committee and Fort was a treasurer. There were also other members.

MR SMITH: You're referring to the formation of Cradora?

MRS CALATA: Yes. This organisation then started to become more important and then

it was named as Cradock Residents EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Association, abbreviated as Cradora. There was also the youth organisation which was

also in existence, and this organisation was trying to bring about discipline and morals to

the youth which was beginning to disintegrate, and Fort was the president of that youth

association.

Time went on and people agreed together that this will be taken up in court, this

rent issue. R5,00 were gathered so that we can get ourselves a lawyer. As this carried on,

preparing to challenge this in court, time went on, UDF started. Our organisations

decided that we should get into UDF because it was strong at that time, and it was the

organisation with a vision, and we affiliated with the UDF.

Whilst still affiliating with them, things went on and I was arrested in November 1983. I

was fetched from work. I was wearing a T-shirt on which was printed, "Free Mandela". I

was then arrested and charged just because of that T-shirt.

While waiting for the case it was postponed and postponed, My lawyer was Mr

Suwisa at the time, and Mr Booysen Weranni. In December 1983, the schools were

closed, Matthew received a telegram, informing him about his transfer to Graaf Reniet,

but he dearly wanted to be

in Cradock to be with his wife. It really didn't appeal to his lawyers that Matthew should

be the chairman of this organisation. This was taken to the officials and the Department of

Education and Training was involved in these negotiations. While negotiating, there was a

new school built which is now known as Matthew Goniwe High School, but at first it was

Lengelishle High School.

In January when the schools reopened...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Did anything happen during the process of negotiations between the



community and the authorities
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regarding Matthew's transfer?

MRS CALATA: During that time of negotiations with Education and Training to

reinstate Matthew, instead of him receiving a letter telling him that his transfer will be

cancelled, he only received a telegram saying he has been dismissed.

MR SMITH: On that particular year?

MRS CALATA: Yes it was in December. Now in January, when the students went back

to the schools, they found out that Matthew is not available, it was true that the

Department fired him. The schools reopened, school boycotts started, pupils were not

going to school, they wanted Matthew to be reinstated. Parents were at the same time

negotiating with the Department of Education and Training. But you know nothing

actually never came up from the Department of Education, whether to reinstate Matthew

or not. On the 31st of March, in 1984, it was 10 o'clock in the evening, we were sleeping,

we heard lots and lots of cars outside, I said to my husband, "No let us not wake up, let's

wait and see what happens." We heard knocks at windows at the front of the house, all

over.

Because I was always close to him I tried to be very strong. We stood up and lit

up the house. I said to them. "If you are not going to knock at the door only, I'm not going

to open". They knocked at the door, Mr Venter stepped in, he had a paper in his hands but

he never showed it to me, what was written on it, he said to me, "Where is Mr Calata,

we're here to detain him in terns of the Internal Security Act."

My husband was in the room, he already had his clothes on and he was wearing

very warm clothes. There policemen, EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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I can remember, it's Mr Venter, Mr Kawia, a black man, it was Mr Strauss who was

wearing uniform and had a small stick in his hand. They were not very patient with him,

they were pushing him, they were really hurrying and I requested that they must please not

push him or handcuff him because he's got a chest problem.

MR SMITH: Would you like some time Mrs Calata, are you fine to continue? Let me

just assist you with this whole process, I'll put...(intervention)

MRS CALATA: After leaving with him, they handcuffed him behind his back. Because

I was also waiting for a trial for wearing a T-shirt, I didn't know where he was taken to,

there was no word about my husband.

The following morning I woke up to go to work and tried to ask the police where



they took him because I wanted to give him some tablets. They said they would come and

tell me and I went to work but there was absolute silence. I went for my own case on the

11th of April in 1984, the case was discussed and I was charged for three months

imprisonment or a fine of R800. I paid R250 a month because I couldn't leave my

children alone at home without their father.

The following day I went to work after this case of mine. When I arrived at work,

I was working at the Provincial Hospital at Cradock, they said the matron would like to

see me. Well I went to the Superintendent with the matron, there was a form on the table

which they said I must sign. I asked them to read me the form but they refused. They

informed me that they want to make me leave the job. I asked them if we could wait until

the case is finished, but they never gave me the chance and just dismissed me with

immediate effect. They said that I shouldn't be seen
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anywhere around the premises in the hospital and I went home.

MR SMITH: After your dismissal on that day, your husband was still in detention at the

time. Did you manage ...(indistinct) after your dismissal?

MRS CALATA: The police came to tell me he was in Diepkloof Prison in Johannesburg.

We applied for a permit to go and see him. I went to see him in May for the first time.

The second time when I asked for a permit to visit him, it was after supper time, the police

said to us they don't take permits after their meals. I went home, and just at the entrance

police took me, and put me into their cars. I tried to shout to my dad that I am being taken

by the police, because I could see him in the distance. At the police station, the head of

the police asked to see my identity document. I gave them my document with the hope

that I may see my husband. At that time I was carrying a so-called Coloured ID. They

asked me, if I am going to vote now for the tricameral parliament. Before I could answer

that question, they said that they knew that I could not even vote, because they knew that

I'm a member of the ANC. I never gave them an answer, I just kept quiet.

They were now threatening me, saying, "Your children long to see their father,

hey, they will never see him". And I asked them what child doesn't want to see his or her

father? They told me that I will never ever be employed in Cradock. What will we eat

because my husband was in prison and my children had to go to school? I just kept quiet.

Eventually at about six, when it was dark in the town, and I didn't have a permit to

see my husband, I went to see Fort and I said to him that I have bad news for him.
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MR SMITH: In May 1984 you saw your husband?



MRS CALATA: Yes that was my second visit. He stayed six months in detention and

was released on the 3rd of October.

MR SMITH: I want to take you back to the 2nd of May 1985. Your husband was not

around on that day?

MRS CALATA: In May Fort was not around, he was in Johannesburg to see the physio

authorities because he had a frozen shoulder. On the 27th of May in the early hours, I was

woken up by the knocks and the lights of flashlights right in the house, and I went to open

the door. I saw Mr Venter and Mr Gouws as well as many other policemen, horses,

SADF, just full of military. They entered my house and said they want to search. They

searched my bedroom for UDF documents and took everything. In their search Mr Venter

asked me where my husband was. I told them that he was in Gauteng. He asked this in

Afrikaans and he said, "The day we find him he's going to be in very big trouble."

I was worried and scared but brave at the same time. I kept quiet looking at him.

He stood up and said, "What is this bad after all?" After that they left my house, Matthew

arrived and he said that they had visited all the executive members, taking all the

documents from them. In April before Fort went to Johannesburg for his physio

treatment, he arrived from the UDF meeting at night, I was already in bed and he woke me

up. He said,"Nomonde, I have to tell you this." I replied, "Speak". And he said "WE

were detained with Matthew for a few hours in Port Elizabeth. We left Sparrow in the car,

we left Sparrow because we didn't want the car to be seen, Matthew and I were taken to

SANLAM building in Port Elizabeth. A security branch section was sitting there waiting

for us. There was EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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one of them who said, 'Lieutanent, can we do it?' They asked questions after saying this.

Matthew at the same time was being asked such questions" He was clever enough to tell

Fort that one guy....... (end of tape) ..... yes he was able to explain and said, "I think they

plan something very big about us". We took this lightly but we were unhappy and

uncomfortable while we slept. He kept on thinking about this incident in Port Elizabeth

where they planned this and expressed that he was shocked about what he had heard.

In May, when he was still absent, they didn't want to give him a driver's licence, so

he was always escorted by someone, when he was not there, his younger brother, Robbie

was driving for him. Roy came to inform me and told me and told me that when they

were away with Mr Calata, the police came and stopped them. He was the driver and they

asked Matthew where Marai is. He asked who Marai is? And then they asked Fort if had

forgotten his wife, Fort, sarcastically. They said, "We will get you again, you and Marai."

Matthew was cheeky and then he just regarded them and got into the car. It was in May in

the time.

MR SMITH: 1985?



MRS CALATA: Yes. On the 27th of June informed me that he and Matthew would be

going for a briefing in Port Elizabeth. Matthew came in at about 10 o'clock, he was with

Spiro, with Sicelo and Fort was the fourth one. They went together as usual.

MR SMITH: Were they returning?

MRS CALATA: Yes he mentioned when they'll be coming back because they usually

came back at eight but today he came in at 10 o'clock, but he said also, "We think that

we'll be coming very late, maybe at 11 in the evening, I'll be here", EAST LONDON
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I'm certain about that. And then this kept on. At 11 I was anxious and unable to sleep

because my husband was not yet back as he had promised. I knew that he was always

being followed and harassed, even when he went to OK, wherever he went, he was

harassed by the police force.

There was a reverend who visited our place during that weekend and I woke up

and felt that I was uneasy. I went to the reverend's room who was a visitor and said that I

was anxious because my husband had not returned. He reassured and told me that he

would probably come in the morning because it was very late. Still I felt this was unlike

him as he reports when he is going to sleep over somewhere. He doesn't just act without

informing me.

So I kept on, I was awake suffering from insomnia. When I looked out, there was

a caspar and vans. The casper was on the other street but not a single car moved around as

they usually did. This was also an indication that something was wrong. I had this

premonition and I was very expectant at the time. I still had insomnia.

The following day I woke up but I was working under pressure because I was

hopeful that probably the reverend's reassurance might be true. The day went on, Mrs

Goniwe came to visit in the afternoon and she said and said that she went along to search

for her husband. We exchanged information and she had been to known places to see

whether her husband had not come back. She went to the Somerset pump station but she

was just informed that they had just seen those men at about 12 and they were in a rush.

She said she came back after hearing this and she could see that the atmosphere had

changed. If they went out the police were carrying guns and so they rather came back.
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We started to feel very unhappy and uneasy, we were really in the dark. We slept

uneasily on Friday as we did not know what happened to our husbands. Usually the

Herald was delivered at home because I was distributing it. During the time that it was

delivered I looked at the headlines and one of the children said that he could see that his



fathers car was shown in the paper as being burned. At that moment I was trembling

because I was afraid of what might have happened to my husband, because I wondered,if

his car was burned like this, what might have happened to him?

I started distributing the papers as usual, but I was very unhappy. After a few

hours some friends came in and took me and said I must go to Nyami, who was always

supportive. I was still 20 at the time and couldn't handle this. When I got to Nyami's

place Nyami was crying terribly and this affected me also. (sobbing)

MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, may I request the Commission to adjourn maybe for a

minute, I don't think the witness is in a condition to continue at the present moment.

CHAIRPERSON: Can we adjourn for 10 minutes please?

OBSERVERS SINGING: What have we done? What have we really done? What

have we done?

MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, may I be allowed to proceed, please? Thank you. Mrs

Calata, you're ready to go on, are you feeling better?

MRS CALATA: Yes.

MR SMITH: You were still telling us, after you saw in the Herald after the

disappearance of your husband and saw the burned car, that you went to Mrs Goniwe's

house. Can you please proceed from that point.

MRS CALATA: Well of course, I arrived with other women at EAST LONDON
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that place. Mrs Mkhonto was there with us, Mrs Goniwe was also there, people were very

full in the house, and I heard the news that the bodies of Sparrow Mkhonto, and Mhlawuli

have been discovered. I was wondering what happened to Matthew and Fort. I went to

my in-laws to stay with them. Saturday and Sunday passed. It was now Monday.

On Tuesday afternoon we were about to meet Mr Louis Bosolek who was the

attorney of the Seso Centre. Well we met him at Matthew's place. While he was talking

to us taking statements, coming to me with Mrs Goniwe he indicated that he wanted

statements about our late husbands. We didn't accept the fact of our late husbands, we

didn't accept the word, late, because we said that that moment we did not know what

happened to them.

When I got home, the reverend from my church visited me. He had come to

explain that the bodies of Fort and Matthew were found.

At that time I had my second child, this child was very close to the father. After

hearing this news the child was sick, I was pregnant at the time, I left the child that was

inside of me, I don't know what happened to me on that day. An appointment was made

with the doctor the next day, the thing I did not know was why this appointment was made

so secretively, but when I arrived there, the security police were already there, just where I



stepped in. I did not know if they were going to look at my condition, but she said to me,

"Sister, you have to clean your face, wipe away the tears and be brave". And I listened.

When they saw me they saw a very strong person. I went to see the doctor and I went

home thereafter.

The community and the family members went out to
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identify the bodies. Mr Koluwe, the man we as families

asked to go and identify the bodies, has passed away. He said that he had seen the bodies

but he discovered that the hair was pulled out, his tongue was very long. His fingers were

cut off. He had many wounds in his body. When he looked at his trousers he realised that

the dogs had bitten him very severely. He couldn't believe it that the dogs already had

their share.

Well the funeral went on, I'm sure the Chairman of this Committee knows the

function, if I remember well, the Chairman was supposed to have attended the funeral.

After their burial, they were buried on the 20th ...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Allow me please. There is an incident that happened after the funeral,

when the police actually came to your house, I want you to tell the Commission what

happened.

MRS CALATA: They were buried on the 20th of July, that time there was a declaration

of a state of emergency. On the 8th of August I went to deliver my baby Tulani, I was

used to giving birth in the normal way but Tulani was a caesarian. Well I gave birth to the

child and went home the following day. A few days after the birth of this son, the security

police arrived at home, the leader was Mr Labuschagne, and they said to me, "Don't you

want us to be the father of this child?"

I kept quiet, I didn't give them an answer. They waited a few minutes and then

left. After a few minutes they came back. They said,"We want to evict you from this

house. You do not have money to pay for the rent and we know you do not have money,

you took out all your money

in your bank. Even in Fort's account there is not a cent
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left, so we are here to take you out of the house."

I didn't give them an answer or indicate whether I will move out or not. They

repeated that they are here to evict me and I said to them that I am not going to get out of

the house. They could take a gun and shoot me, but I'm not getting out of the house. Well



they stood up and they went off. I asked my next-door neighbour to come and take care of

my children, I went to see my baby sitter and my dad to ask him if he can do anything

about the rent issue. Well they organised me some money and I stayed in the house.

You know that people were so after me that in January 1986, I just decided to

leave Cradock and be far away from there. I went to stay with my friend in Johannesburg

for six months. Well I came back when I realised that the situation was a bit quiet.

MR SMITH: During 1989 there was an inquest into the circumstances surrounding your

husband's death. Can you recall what the findings of that inquest were?

MRS CALATA: Yes we had this inquest in 1989 at New Brighton. The finding was

that, yes the court agrees they were killed but there's not enough evidence as to who killed

them. Now the inquest will never be taken further. That was the end of it. We stayed at

home with no knowledge until 1994, if I am right. There was a signal in the New Nation

newspaper. Then the inquest was reopened.

MR SMITH: Is that the note where instructions were given for your husband to be

removed from society, your husband and the other three?

MRS CALATA: Yes the signal, as I have mentioned, wads written by Mr du Plessis,

through Mr van Rensburg's

instructions, he was also instructed by Brigadier van der EAST LONDON HEARING
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Westhuizen. This signal, the three names were there, Fort Calata, Bulela Goniwe and

Matthew Goniwe removed from society as a matter of urgency. I can't remember the date

very well.

MR SMITH: Is it correct that the finding of that inquest was eventually to the effect that

the security forces were responsible for the death of your husband and others? But it

could not apportion blame either to the army or to the

police. Is that correct?

MRS CALATA: Yes that's right.

MR SMITH: ...(indistinct) your attorneys at the Legal Resources Centre in Grahamstown

to issue summons for damages for loss of support, arising out of the death of your

husband? Is that correct? ...(indistinct) attorneys that that matter is in the process of being

settled by the Government?

MRS CALATA: Yes that's right. Last year, if I remember well, it was in February,

Dorothy was just about to start at school, I didn't even have a cent, but there was hope that

this settlement will be finished because we have sent in the claims. Clive called and said

this will be settled. This was February last year. Well we were hopeful that the child will

be able to go to school, Clive came in May, telling me that other documents were needed,

which we gave them and he said that there would surely be a full settlement in June. We



waited and waited. You know I kept on phoning. I called Clive in October last year, he

said that they were being delayed by the army department who haven't given them a full

report, but very soon they would complete the settlement. To this day nothing has been

done.

MR SMITH: Are you referring to Mr Clive Plasket now from EAST LONDON
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the Legal Resources Centre.

MRS CALATA: Yes.

MR SMITH: Did he tell you that the Government has given an undertaking that the cases

are going to be settled.

MRS CALATA: Yes.

MR SMITH: But he's waiting now for the final settlement, and that is since February last

year?

MRS CALATA: Yes.

MR SMITH: Do you want to ask this Commission to attempt to facilitate an expeditious

settlement in this matter?

MRS CALATA: I'll be very happy.

MR SMITH: The inquest has made a very general finding about your husband and those

who were responsible for his death. Would you want to know the identity of the person or

persons who were responsible for your husband's death, and if so, why would you like to

know who exactly killed your husband?

MRS CALATA: I'd be very glad to know this person. If I can know the individuals who

are responsible for this I will be able to understand why they did it. Most of the time I can

remember that this child, the third born, Tommy does not have a picture of his father and

the last born has no idea at all and they always ask how he was and what he will be doing

at this time. Tomani, the last born is a child who always wants attention, always wants to

be hugged, and even if he's playing with the other children and talking about the others

who always say that their fathers are coming at a certain time, you'll find that when he

comes back he doesn't know what to say about his father.

As a mother I always to play the roles of both parents but I'll be really glad if I can

know what happened so that EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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my children can get an explanation from me, so that I can say it is so and so and so and so.

This will probably make me understand. I do not know the reason for their cruelty, but I

just want to know and my family will also be happy to know who really cut short the life

of my husband. Not to say that when they are old I'm just teaching them to retaliate or to



be revengeful, it's just to know who's done this and who changed our lives so drastically.

MR SMITH: Anything else that you want to ask this Commission to do for you?

MRS CALATA: Yes there is something that I can request. Because I have these children

that are still at school, they have to survive with inadequate means, even if everything is

worn out they report to me like any other child, "Mama I don't have any shoes any more",

I just ignore them because I know I am unable to do anything about it. Sometimes they

would say, "Ooh we've at long last got new clothes, I've been wearing these for quite a

long time." That hurts me very much because I believe that if the father was here, he

would provide.

MR SMITH: Thank you very much for the evidence. You have done very well. Mr

Chairman that concludes my questioning of the witness, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mrs Calata, thank you John, are there any

questions?

PANEL MEMBER: Mrs Calata, if I may just ask you one very simple question which

you may be unable to answer for me and then a second one. The first one is, are you able

to tell us the name of the minister who came to your house that day to bring you the news?

And the second question is ...(indistinct) the time that your husband was in
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Diepkloof and you visited him on two occasions. On the first occasion, how did you find

him, did he describe the conditions in the prison to you?

MRS CALATA: It was not a proper, or the person that I know - he was swollen about

the face. Although he didn't

mention that he was assaulted, you could see that he was disfigured.

PANEL MEMBER: Is that on the second visit?

MRS CALATA: On the first visit?

PANEL MEMBER: And on the second visit?

MRS CALATA: On the second visit he was alright but he was very disturbed because he

was expelled from work.

ANOTHER PANEL MEMBER: I would like to know the name of the bank from which

the money was taken?

MRS CALATA: The Allied Bank in Cradock. The money was all taken. No it was us

who had taken it because he was just trying to explain to us, to show us our position.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anyone who would like to ask a question? Thank you very

much.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: You must know because we are here we are listening attentively

and we are very very impressed by the way in which you carry yourselves, and the

strength with which you carry the burden, and this has also been noted because you have



been able to come and present your cases in front of everybody. We are very and grateful

for your efforts, thank you. I think we'll break for lunch and we'll come back at two.

COMMISSION ADJOURS FOR LUNCH
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MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, may I proceed to lead the evidence of Goniwe Mkhonto?

Good afternoon Mrs Mkhonto.

MRS MKHONTO: Good afternoon.

MR SMITH: How are you?

MRS MKHONTO: Fine thank you.

MR SMITH: You're not nervous? Are you nervous?

MRS MKHONTO: No.

MR SMITH: Okay I am going to be assisting you, so you don't have to worry. If you

forget about things, important things, I've got your statement here and I'm going to alert

you to them. Okay? So I just want you to relax and tell the story to the best of your ability

and recollection, okay?

Can you tell us something about yourself first?

MRS MKHONTO: I am Sindiswe Mkhonto, I was born at Cradock, I studied there, my

husband is the late Sparrow Mkhonto, he was also born in Cradock, he went to school

there and he worked there. We gave birth to a boy, Nonabo Mkhonto, he is 17 years old

and is now doing standard nine. Sparrow Mkhonto gave this name to this son after having

a few things. He was involved in the struggle and he said one day we will really relax.

MR SMITH: When did you get married to Sparrow?

MRS MKHONTO: I got married to Sparrow in 1972.

MR SMITH: Mrs Mkhonto, what are you doing at the moment, are you employed?

MRS MKHONTO: At this moment I'm working at a creche. I'm teaching at Lelindhle

Creche.

MR SMITH: When did your husband become involved in politics?

MRS MKHONTO: My husband Sparrow Mkhonto was involved in
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the struggle from 1983. Cradock during that time, people

were speaking with just one voice. They were fighting the tyrants. Sparrow was one of

those people who were elected by the people. At that time they were actually fighting the



rents. Sparrow was elected in the second meeting that was there, he became the

chairperson of Cradock area. The organisations were Cradora and the other one at that

time. Sparrow was working at that time at the Railway, he was not satisfied as he was not

feeling secure. Sometimes he would be taken from his job and assaulted at SANLAM.

He would come home in a bad condition. Sometimes he'd be re

moved and detained for two days. Sometimes I'd go searching for him but to no avail.

MR SMITH: You said that Sparrow was working at the railways at the time. What was

his employers' attitude to his political involvement?

MRS MKHONTO: In 1983, when he was working at the railway, his bosses arrived and

called him to their office and said to him that they are releasing him from his duties

because they cannot work with a communist who is busy spreading a bad image, firstly by

calling meetings and gatherings during working hours. Then my husband left his job. I

was working at a saloon close to SANLAM police offices. When I was still working, I

was released late in May. I was also informed that I am dismissed because my husband

was a communist.

We stayed together unemployed and this affected us very much and he was

dependent for maintenance on his parents who were pensioners. That time the pension

was available monthly and we were very miserable. My child was three years old.
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MR SMITH: Mrs Mkhonto, during the period after your

husband became involved in politics and before 1985, was he arrested on numerous

occasions by the police?

MRS MKHONTO: Sparrow was arrested in 1984. The police came into our house at

about twelve. The police van just arrived, I was with my father and mother in law and

when I peeped through the door, there were a lot of police around my house. I told my

husband to put on warm attire. When he was leaving, he carried his identity document. I

gave him warm clothes.

The policemen knocked at the door and went around the house looking at every

part of it that they could get to. I ended up going to the door and I met the officer, Mr

Gali, he pushed me and said he wanted my husband. I fell down and my husband was

very shocked and quiet at the time. We regarded him as a cheeky person and Gali

continued and terrorised him and said, "You will stop being cheeky!", and he grabbed him

and took him to the police van.

We stayed for a long time without him. On the second day they didn't inform me

as to what had happened to my husband. I went to the offices of Cradora, when I went

there my husband was there in a terrible swollen state, unable to see because his eyes were

swollen.



MR SMITH: Did he make a report to you about the condition he was in?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes he was able to tell me that he was assaulted by the police.

MR SMITH: The names of the policemen who assaulted him?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes he told me it was Venter and Gali.

MR SMITH: Was he detained or arrested after this
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occasion?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes he was detained again for a day. This was fortunate, because

unlike the others he was arrested for a short period of time, perhaps a day or two.

MR SMITH: Did he appear to have been assaulted every time he was released by the

police?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes.

MR SMITH: And did he say to you that he was assaulted by the police?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes.

MR SMITH: Now can I take you to the 27th of June 1985. Can you relate to the

Commission what happened on this day?

MRS MKHONTO: On the 27th of June, my husband went together with Matthew

Goniwe, Sicelo Mhlawuli and Fort Calata. They were going to a meeting in Port

Elizabeth. They travelled together but he never came back that day. We waited patiently

but he never came back.

MR SMITH: Did he tell you when he was going to return on that day?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes he told me that he was leaving for Port Elizabeth but he didn't

tell me when he would be coming back. He went through and they did not come back the

day they left. After about two days I saw people coming to my place, his family, my in

laws, Reverend Dano and Geldenhuys.

I was really amazed to see the reverend and asked him what the matter was, because the

house was full of people.

That time I was informed that my husband was injured. I was told that he was

found dead together with Sicelo Mhlawuli. We were taken as families. We went to the

Goniwes. After a few days, we heard that Matthew Goniwe and Sicelo Mhlawuli as well

were found dead.
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In 1994, we came from an inquest ..(intervention)

MR SMITH: Just before you get you get to the inquest, were you informed by anybody



as to the apparent cause of

death of your husband?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes.

MR SMITH: What did the people say to you?

MRS MKHONTO: The people who came to report said my husband, Mkhonto and

Sicelo Mhlawuli, are dead. My husband was found at Blue Water Bay together with

Sicelo Mhlawuli.

MR SMITH: Were numerous multiple wounds on his body?

MRS MKHONTO: My husband, as I've heard was shot twice in the head and he was

stabbed and burned.

MR SMITH: You were about to talk about an inquest that occurred in 1994. But there

was an inquest earlier than that when no finding could be made as to the identity of the

perpetrators? Are you aware of that?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes.

MR SMITH: And you're also aware of the inquest that was conducted in 1994. Do you

want to say something about that?

MRS MKHONTO: In 1994, we went to the first inquest, we came back, there wasn't

even a sign of anything that had happened. The second inquest, the same thing happened.

But on our return from the second inquest, I tried to clean my yard the next morning.

While I opened the toilet, I saw something on the toilet floor. Those were the old toilets

with buckets, I tried to sweep and I felt something heavy. I pulled it out, it was heavy, and

I sat on the stoep and opened this parcel. It was my husband's I D, every time he went out

he would take his I D with him. I opened it, I saw it and I was scared. I wondered how

come my husband's I D is here? I rushed to the Cradora offices and I explained to EAST
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them that I found my husband's I D. After that they said that I should go and report it to

the police.

Well I went to the police. At SANLAM nobody attended

to me, I spent the whole day there going up and down. At the end one policeman came to

help me. I told him how I found this ID that belongs to my husband, and everywhere he

went his ID was on his person. Now all the police in that office ignored me. They

suggested that I must leave the ID, they'll try to search and report back to me.

MR SMITH: Did you leave your ID document with the police?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes I left it there.

MR SMITH: Do you remember the name of the policeman that you gave this ID

document to?



MRS MKHONTO: I cannot remember their names, they were many in that room, White

policemen.

MR SMITH: In that inquest, the 1994 inquest, the court made a finding that the security

forces are to blame for the death of your husband, but the inquest court could not

apportion blame either to the army or to the police, is that correct?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes.

MR SMITH: You have also instituted a claim for damages against the government, are

you also represented by the Legal Resources Centre in Grahamstown?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes that is so.

MR SMITH: What did your attorneys tell you about the status of the case at the present

moment? What did the lawyers say to you, how far has the case gone?

MRS MKHONTO: The case really didn't give any direction.

MR SMITH: ...(indistinct) that the case is about to be settled? So your case is in the

same position as that of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Mrs Calata? Are you also asking the Commission to use its good offices to expedite the

settlement of that particular case? Can you tell the Commission how this incident, the

death of your husband, how has that affected your life?

MRS MKHONTO: After the death of my husband my life never stabilised. My husband

was everything to me, he did everything for me. His death was never a pleasant thing to

me, today I don't have a husband, my child doesn't have a father, I have to answer many

questions. Some of the questions I cannot answer. Today he asks me this question,

tomorrow the next. Today I don't have a husband, my son doesn't have a father, the

family has lost.

MR SMITH: Nonabo is in school, is he doing standard 10?

MRS MKHONTO: Standard nine.

MR SMITH: Standard nine, is he doing fine at school?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes he's going well.

MR SMITH: Mrs Mkhonto, what else do you request this Commission to do for you,

how can the Commission assist you?

MRS MKHONTO: What I request from the Commission is that I'd like them to make

thorough investigations about this and please establish who did this to my husband. I do

not

just want them to be exposed, I want them to brought to court so that justice can be done.

I also would like the Commission to give me a hand in my child's education.

MR SMITH: Thank you Mrs Mkhonto. Mr Chairman that concludes my questioning of

the witness.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, thank you Mama. Are there any questions?

DR BORAINE: Mrs Mkhonto, I just have one question, to assist us to do what you



would like us to do, I need a little more information and it may be that some of your

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

22 MKHONTO

colleagues next to you could help you with this as well. You have said that you have made

a civil case against the State and that no settlement has been reached yet, but you are

hoping that it will come soon. You are asking us to try and expedite that. It would help us

a lot if you could tell us whether the relief you are seeking, has been asked from the

Department of Justice or from the Department of Defence, or both, or some other

department so that we can try and make contact with them as soon as possible? Shall I

repeat the question?

MRS MKHONTO: Yes please.

DR BORAINE: Sure. I was saying that one of the requests that you have made to the

Commission is that we should try and help to bring the settlement, the claim that you have

made, as soon as possible, and we of course, would like to do that but it would help us if

you could tell us against which Department or against which Minister, you are making this

claim, so that we can be in touch with them as soon as possible?

MRS MKHONTO: It is the Army and the Police that I request, both departments.

DR BORAINE: That's very helpful.
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MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, I will now proceed to lead the evidence of Mrs Mhlawuli.

Good afternoon Mrs Mhlawuli.

MRS MHLAWULI: Good afternoon Mr Smith.

MR SMITH: You are a lecturer at Belville Training College at the present moment?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes Mr Smith, I've been seconded to Belville Training College as a

lecturer in the new Department of

Xhosa.

MR SMITH: So are you residing in Belville or Cape Town now?

MRS MHLAWULI: No we are in Claremont at the moment.



MR SMITH: Tell us Mrs Mhlawuli, a little bit about yourself, your husband, you're

obviously here to tell, to relate to the Commission the disappearance and subsequent

murdering and killing of your husband? When did you meet Sicelo for the first time?

MRS MHLAWULI: I was born in Cradock. I am Nombuyiselo Zonke. I attended

school there at Cradock and Sicelo was attending school at the secondary school. Matthew

was my teacher who was a friend to Sicelo. When I finished schooling at Cradock, I went

to Mount Isa college where I trained as a teacher. I came back and worked for a short

period in Cradock. I went again to Tembasa. At that time Sicelo was working at

Temblabantu High School as a teacher in Zwelitsha. We struck a friendship which

developed into a relationship but we were not married at the time. We got married in

1980.

We were blessed with two children, Bawuli was born in 1976 and Nsika was born

in 1981. The third child, the late

Bantu, was born in 1985.

MR SMITH: At the time when your husband was teaching at EAST LONDON
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Dimbaza, and you were also there at Dimbaza, he had some problems with the then

Ciskeian authorities?

MR SMITH: Yes it is like that, there at Dimbaza, when he was working Tembalabantu,

the students were striking there.

My brother and his cousins were amongst them as well as my husband. They were

arrested and taken into custody in Zwelitsha. Sicelo went to court and he came back the

following day. In fact he was called and informed that there was a section of intelligence

which was headed by Charles Sebe, and this messenger came in and we started to be

frightened because we knew what was going to follow because of Section R252 under

which, if you were arrested, you knew that you would be put into detention in Zwelitsha

where the police cells were very cold.

At the same time I was afraid and I was putting myself in his boots. Charles Sebe

asked him what he wanted at that place. A receipt was taken out and he was told that he

was going to be watched. He went away from Tambalabantu and came to join me at

Dimbaza. There is a school there, Atchivelile and he was there. At the time there were a

lot of things to do and there were times that we had to do some of the things that we didn't

like. We went to Keiskammahoek and we were obliged to pay certain taxes which we

didn't understand. Because Sicelo didn't want to pay these fees there was a lady who used

to pay on his behalf because she feared that he would get into trouble.

This continued for quite a long time. One day while

the students from Atchivelile were engaged in unrest, the Ciskeian police came and



assaulted the children while dispersing them, and this they did until there were

injuries. Sicelo, my husband, took the children to Dimbaza EAST LONDON HEARING

TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

25 MHLAWULI

clinic and this got him into trouble, because the following day, the police came in and took

him into custody where he was interrogated. He was asked why he took the children to

hospital and he said he was trying to save their lives. He was released but from then on the

Ciskeian police periodically interrogated him wherever he might be.

This created a label against him. I was always very frightened when I saw a police

van, because I would get his clothes for fear that they had come to take him away to those

cold cells. He would just keep calm but at that time they didn't take him. We discussed

the matter and felt that we ought to leave Dimbaza and I was highly expectant that June.

In July I started to work as a teacher. We decided that he should be the one to leave and I

would keep the home fires burning.

The following year I joined him and then in October 1981, I delivered. In 1982 I

went to work at Oudtshoorn. We worked together for quite a long time. He was my

principle at the time, so things were quiet for a while, but the times at Oudtshoorn when

we could realise that we were struggling because it was a very small place. There was no

accommodation, you would put up even a shack which we didn't mind as long as we had

dropped the trail of the police.

When we saw people demolish a house, we took the bricks and tried to extend the

house in which we were able to stay. At a later stag, because he was a friend to Matthew,

there was a rally ...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Before we get to that, did your husband become involved in politics when

he was at Oudtshoorn?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes he was involved in politics, there was

a youth organisation and he also took part in the community EAST LONDON
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based newspaper.. (end of tape) ....

MR SMITH: This relationship with the others, with Matthew and the others?

MRS MHLAWULI: His friendship with Matthew started some time back, as I said

before, he was the teacher and in 1976, between '76 and '77, Matthew was arrested in

Wellington at Umtata. When he was arrested, Sicelo said that we should go and visit him.

It was stated that not everyone could go in and as the child was not allowed to enter, I was

left behind. He was very angry about this because he couldn't see me. When he was

released he even told me that the mere fact that I had travelled such a long distance and



yet couldn't see him, gave him a problem.

At this time I was afraid to refer to him as Matthew, and always called him

Teacher but at that time I had to do it. Our friendship started a very long time ago, it didn't

start in 1985.

MR SMITH: Now your husband also went to attend the launch of the UDF, that was in

1982?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes it is so. At this time, when we were at Oudtshoorn, there was

the launch of the UDF, we went with some of the people from the nearby places and we

wanted to observe and be part of it. So we were happily attending, in fact when we went

there we hid ourselves because we didn't want to publicise the fact that we were going for

fear of the police. When we came back, it was learned that a black police person came

and said that we are public servants and are not supposed to be taking part in politics. This

they

said in a very polite manner, trying to influence us not to participate in political issues.

They all tried their best to make it better for him to EAST LONDON HEARING
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understand the trouble that he is courting, but he ignored them and continued with his

participation and dealings with political issues.

MR SMITH: How did the community act towards your husband in view of his political

involvement?

MRS MHLAWULI: Do you mean when...(intervention)

MR SMITH: I want you to relate the occasion when his office was destroyed in a fire.

MRS MHLAWULI: At some stage, during all this time he was visited by people who

tried to get him to stop his involvement in politics because he was going to get into

trouble. One evening we were woken up and he was told that his office had been burned

down. When we went there we confirmed that this had indeed happened, some of his

belongings were there. As he was studying through UNISA, he would often stay late to

study. Nobody knew who had committed the arson.

There's an incident that took place just before their disappearance and murder. As

we were friends with Matthew, each holiday we used to go back home in Cradock and go

via Port Elizabeth to our friend. One day they were in

Tarkastad at a youth meeting. When they came back from

that meeting they were arrested by the police, white police, but they were separated. So

nobody knew what was happening between them, for some hours they sat...(indistinct)

without any explanation. He was shocked and told us that he had been arrested and gave

us an account of what had happened, but nobody could explain this.

MR SMITH: You used to go to Cradock to your home every



holiday?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, in June 1985 we went home as usual but EAST LONDON
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this time when they were about to go, on that Monday the 24th I had to go to a winter

school because I was studying through Vista. They took me to Port Elizabeth with the

hope that he'll be coming back and transport me home. On Tuesday he phoned me to

reassure me that he will come and collect me. On Wednesday there was no telephone call.

On Thursday when he was supposed to come, still there was nobody. But because he

would contact me regularly, I was surprised that he couldn't do that this day. My sister-in-

law phoned me and he was unable to tell me where my husband was, but said that he was

on the way to Port Elizabeth when she was making enquiries about him. She just

reassured me, saying maybe they are coming.

But it came out that they knew about this disappearance but they were afraid to tell

me that they have disappeared.

MR SMITH: Just going back a little, when he spoke to you on that Tuesday over the

telephone, did he mention anything about going to Port Elizabeth, or did he not say

anything about that.

MRS MHLAWULI: No he didn't say anything about going to

Port Elizabeth on that particular Tuesday. So I kept on waiting for him, expecting him, on

Thursday and he never turned up on Thursday. And then on Friday I saw a newspaper, I

read this article that these people were actually missing. But I thought to myself that they

must be detained.

MR SMITH: Was that the article in the Herald.

MRS MHLAWULI: The article in the Herald, yes, I thought that they are definitely in

jail. So what I needed to do

now was to go and get him a warm tracksuit and a pair of training shoes and warm shirts

too. So I dashed to town EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

28 MHLAWULI

immediately to get those things. Later on I talked to my sister in law again. I think she

was trying to ...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Sorry, just let understand this, I'm sorry to take you back, you actually went

to buy him shoes and a tracksuit, being under the impression that he's in jail and so you

were preparing to get some warm clothing for him?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MR SMITH: Okay, proceed please.

MRS MHLAWULI: On Friday my sister-in-law phoned me to find out if my husband



was here, I think she wanted to find out how much I knew about his disappearance, but

when I asked them they again said they didn't know anything. I asked her where the car

was, and they said it was there as well as the key. I asked my father in law to please

arrange that I should be taken back home, because I was already anxious, having this

premonition that something has happened. I was fetched by my father-in-law and some of

the friends on that Friday.

When I got back home, I can't remember very we'll whether it was Saturday or

Sunday, but when I got back home I found many people there, when there is a reverend

and people who pray, you immediately know that something terrible has happened. So I

fainted and when I came to I was given the bad tidings that they have not come back but

also that their bodies have found. There is a fisherman who said that he saw the bodies

next to Beacon Bay, but he didn't know what corpses they are. It was stated that there

were two bodies, the one was next to a red house. The people from Cradock went to Port

Elizabeth to make sure about what has happened, they also went to the spot where EAST
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the bodies were identified. Some were divided, they tried to search for these bodies.

Amongst them was my brother, Tqobane, and he said that as they were busy searching the

police arrived and asked him what he wanted there.

He told them that he was just looking for a child who was with him at the beach.

They took him into the van. Now in the van there were prisoners who were carrying

spades. Then he asked them what they were going to do with the spades. They didn't

know, they were just instructed to carry spades and to get into the van. Then he was now

aware that there was a misunderstanding between them.

The other group realised that one of them is missing and he tried to put his hand

through the side of the canopy to wave, but he couldn't do it. Then they just went off.

My father-in-law was among the group that was searching for the bodies. And he

said, "Nolita, my child, I saw a place where they killed my son. There was something

very suspicious, there was blood. It is clear that they killed him, they burned him at the

same place, because I even touched the sand because I wanted to see actually what it was

that was poured on them, and I smelt petrol. I tried to check there to find rings, belts and

such things but there was nothing of that kind."

They went back home without anything. As it has already been said that the

fishermen could identify the bodies, they were at the mortuary at New Brighton. They

went there to have a look at the corpses, and I understand that the police were very

difficult, they were pressurising them, they made a guard of honour as people were

proceeding into the house. I understand there were also remarks. My father in law had a



look and confirmed that one was Sicelo. He said the
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condition in which he was in was really shocking. They had burned him terribly.

MR SMITH: Are you prepared to continue.

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes I'm prepared. He said, "My daughter, they've killed my son

bloodily", you know I felt very sorry, I was heartbroken. I went back home, that's the

whole story.

My father has never been the same since then. My mother who was ill at the time,

became a real cripple because she had a stroke. My father was talking alone, saying, "The

Boers killed my son, you Boers killed my son, my real right-hand". My father and mother

were both on pension and many times would be up and down. My father was never a

healthy person since then.

The second inquest was not yet over when he passed away. My mum also died.

Sicelo's brother was very touched by this thing. I asked him why he had lost so much

weight, he said, "Nolita, this has weakened me, it's because every time I would see Sicelo,

this is haunting me". He also passed away. You know it was death in our family, one after

the other. We are now left alone. Now after this second inquest, there were no more

elderly people, only youngsters. MR SMITH: Now I just want to ask you before you go

on, are you aware of what the post mortem results were about the cause of death of your

husband?

MRS MHLAWULI: I read the post mortem documents. Reading them I was really

worried, because it has to explain in detail what happened. I read through and came to

understand that he had many wounds, in the upper abdomen were five wounds, these

wounds indicated that different weapons were used to stab him or a group of people

stabbed him.

Now in the lower part he also had wounds but the wounds EAST LONDON
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in total were 43. One other thing that we understood, they poured acid on his face, after

that they chopped off his right hand, just below the wrist, I don't know what they did with

that hand.

MR SMITH: There was an inquest, the first inquest that I'm referring to, where there was

no finding about the perpetrators that were responsible for the death of your husband. Do

you recall that?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MR SMITH: You also recall that there was a subsequent inquest, where in fact I referred



to as Mrs Calata and Mrs Mkhonto gave evidence, we have already covered that a finding

was made by the court to the effect that the security forces were responsible. You also

obviously know about that.

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes I do.

MR SMITH: I'm now going to ask you, the inquest court made certain general findings

about your husband, would you want the Commission to use its powers to investigate

further to be able to identify the person or the persons who are responsible? In other

words would you like to know who were responsible for the death of your husband?

MRS MHLAWULI: I'd gladly love to know the murderers of my husband and they

should also come to the fore and tell their story and the reason why they committed such

brutal actions, and I think, in order to be able to achieve, what we are all hoping for,

justice should prevail, the law should take its course.

MR SMITH: Is there anything else that you want to request the Commission to do for

you? You're also involved in that court case which the other two have referred to, the
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for damages?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes I am.

MR SMITH: So I suppose that you'd also request the Commission to use its offices to

expedite the settlement in that regard.

MRS MHLAWULI: Definitely, yes.

MR SMITH: Is there anything else that you want this Commission to do for you?

MRS MHLAWULI: If perhaps the Commission can also take care the education of our

children, because we are here for them and they are also there for us, you know, I think

their future's quite important, so that they can lead a bright future.

MR SMITH: Thank you, you did well. That concludes my

questioning of this witness.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Smith. Any questions?

PANEL MEMBER: Yesterday I asked a question and it is the same question that I'm

going to ask now. I was asking about this man whose wrist was mutilated, and also where

Webber was also injured during the Highgate issue. If these perpetrators can explain and

give an account and what would you do if they would request amnesty after the

Commission has cross-questioned them, and then if the Commission realises that they

have expressed their views and also giving their explanation for committing these

brutalities.

And what if the Commission is satisfied that this explanation is satisfactory and it decides

to offer amnesty, what do you say about this?

MRS MHLAWULI: The fact that they should be excused? I'm still moved, and I do not



want to lie, because my family have suffered extremely from this. My children were
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extremely affected. We have been miserable for quite a long time and it was difficult to

guide my child alone as a woman without the support of my husband, especially during

this period when the child is an adolescent. Even if I say these people should be given

amnesty, it wont return my husband, but that hand, we still want it. We know we have

buried them, but really to have the hand which is said to be in a bottle in Port Elizabeth,

we would like to get the hand. Thank you.

SECOND PANEL MEMBER: Mrs Mhlawuli, you have given an account of what has

happened to your husband, this was terrible, and it is the way in which your husband, Mr

Goniwa and his friends were brutally exposed to torture, and I was very moved by what I

heard from you. All these gentlemen were known to me and this moved me and I am very

affected by what has happened to them. The speaker in Parliament, we were moving

together, going visiting with the speaker there. If I can just ask two questions, where did

you obtain the account which I was given, is there any information which you obtained

from the fisherman. Is there any other indication that you can know who the fisherman

was.

MRS MHLAWULI: No cannot give full information of his name, maybe my friends

would remind me who he was.

ONE OF THE ACCOMPANYING WITNESSES: We are not too sure but according

to the documents of the inquest which has recently been held, because it was confirmed

that the bodies were found by this fisherman.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any problem?

WITNESS: We don't have a problem. Even if we don't know the name of the fisherman.
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SECOND PANEL MEMBER: Can I ask another question? When you were given details

about what happened, you said your brother who is available, who is present now, when

they went to go and search for your husband, the policemen who came arrested him.

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes that is true.

SECOND PANEL MEMBER: Did they explain why they were arresting him, or is

there any policeman who was there at the time and arrested him?

MRS MHLAWULI: I don't know whether there was somebody who knew about him.

They didn't even explain at the time because they just grabbed you and pushed you into

the van

and no explanation was given.



SECOND PANEL MEMBER: Thank you very much.

MR SMITH: If I may just before you allow the witnesses to step down, Mrs Mhlawuli's

daughter, Bawuli Mhlawuli, has made a request, that she wants to make a short brief

statement to the inquest, so I please ask you to allow her the opportunity to do so. Thank

you.

Can I ask for the witness to be sworn or does the Chairperson think that it's not

necessary?

DR BORAINE: Good afternoon it's nice to see you again and I'm glad you got this

opportunity. I have to ask you to take the oath.

MISS MHLAWULI: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: It's not very easy, we have listened to harrowing stories, including the

story of your father, but I hope you'll feel very relaxed and that you'll tell us what is in

your heart. Thank you.

MR SMITH: Hello Bawuli, unfortunately I have to ask you your age, I know it's not very

kind. How old are you now?
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MISS MHLAWULI: I'm nineteen.

MR SMITH: How old were you when your father died.

MISS MHLAWULI: I was about eight and my brother was three. MR SMITH: And

your little brother, how old was he?

MISS MHLAWULI: Three.

MR SMITH: Now you have requested an opportunity to address the Commission, and in

particular you wanted to tell the Commission how your father's death, what effect it had

on your lives, when you were still staying in Oudtshoorn. And you have informed me that

you wanted to relate the harassment that took place after your father's death, and the way

in which your mother was treated by policemen, and in particular also the reaction of

your younger brother to this.

MISS MHLAWULI: Well at the time I was very young, but I just happen to remember

some of the things that happened.

MR SMITH: If you feel that you are not ready to give evidence now or that you're not

strong enough, I can ask the Commission to give you an opportunity tomorrow, Mrs

Goniwe is still going to give evidence on this matter, so if you feel that you are not strong

enough, then you must just say so.

MISS MHLAWULI: No it's alright, I will continue. After my father's death, we went

back to Oudtshoorn, that's where my mother was teaching. There was this particular

morning when we were all sleeping in one room, (end of tape )

.....they would just kick it open you know, and my mother just thought there was nothing



else she could do, she just went to open the door. She led them into the house and as usual

they came in and were searching for things that we didn't know. They came across one
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Now, and they took it. And they saw some sympathy cards from people who were very

sympathetic and sent the stuff from all over the world, and this one policeman whose

name was Kroeter, he came across those and he was making fun of them saying, "Dit is

die kaarte van die doeie man", and they were kind of making a joke out of it, out of the

death.

After that, this man Kroeter was like harassing my mother, he was screaming and

yelling at her, asking whose belongings are these, why does she say everything belongs

to my father? And my mother said, because the stuff does belong to him, and he doesn't

necessary do what he does with her, because he was like barking, like talking to a dog. My

mother said, "I'm a human being, so are you, so you don't need to speak the way you do."

This man said, "The truth will come out one day", and that was very ironic

because here we are today in the Truth Commission talking about this truth. And I mean I

never expected him to say that because the truth that is coming out is based on him now,

not us, we're the victims. He's the one that committed all this pain to us, you know. And

after that my mother said, "I agree with you very much, I strongly agree with you, the

truth is definitely coming out one day". And this man sat down, and for once ever since he

entered the door, he sat down and he asked my mother if he could smoke. My mother

said, "Okay fine, he could smoke". He lit a cigarette and he sat down and smoked. He

looked quite withdrawn after that. And they had arrived at our around about 12 midnight,

and now it was around about six in the morning.

MR SMITH: So they were there for the whole evening?

MISS MHLAWULI: For the whole evening.
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MR SMITH: Kept you out of sleep?

MISS MHLAWULI: Yes, and we never got to go back and sleep, we just had to get

ready to go to school.

MR SMITH: How old was your younger brother at the time?

MISS MHLAWULI: He was three years.

MR SMITH: Three years, how was he affected by this.

MISS MHLAWULI: We used to go to town with my mother or just go out, but my

brother, immediately he saw the policeman, or a white person, or he saw whoever was

non-black, he would say, "Here are these dogs who killed my father".



MR SMITH: Mabaluwa, what would you ask the Commission to do for you. Are you

interested to know the identity of the person or persons who are responsible for the death

of your father?

MISS MHLAWULI: Well before I come to your question, I'd just like to thank my

principal, Mr Idiessi, because after we stayed in Oudtshoorn, we all moved to Cape Town

because my mother, at the time of my father's death had registered to study further with

my father. But then she went on alone without my father, and when we got to Cape Town

I had to go to a certain school, according to the province that we encountered. So the

school was quite expensive and my mother couldn't afford it, but my principal, Mr Idiessi

was so kind and understanding, he let me stay at the school and when my mother wanted

to take me out he wouldn't let her because I would get very frustrated at any other school,

so I stayed. Then at the end of Matric, last year, Mr Gran,

isn't here today, he organised a scholarship for me, and I'm very grateful to him.

Well, answering the question, the people who did this to us have done something
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forget.

MR SMITH: Would you like to know the identity of these persons?

MISS MHLAWULI: I would love to know who killed my father, so would my brother, I

suppose, because it's very hard for us right now to do anything, because in order for us to

forget, and forgive, we do want to forgive, but I mean I don't know what to say, we do

want to forgive but I mean we don't know who to forgive, we don't know the killers, you

know. And I must say we're all upset about this. It's been a loss, a big loss too because my

mother has to play two roles, a mother role and a father role, and I like to say, I'm very

proud of her. She's been very good.

MR SMITH: Thank you, Mabaluwa, thank you very much. That concludes my

questioning Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions?

PANEL MEMBER: My question is going to be directed to all three, in fact all four

families. If it were possible for the Commission to facilitate the something that should be

done to remember all four families, since this was a so-called group killing, do you think

that as families you could get together and provide some ideas as to what you think we

should do to facilitate something to remember the four? You don't have to tell us now

what you would like us to do. But it's just the idea, do you think it would be a good idea?

As a group killing that you want to commemorate, the four families get together and think

of something that could be done to remember the families as a group?

In fact I've just been indicated to that perhaps when you talk tomorrow, Mrs

Goniwe, you will have put your heads together and you possibly will know then, what it is
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you'd like to have. I just wanted that to be told to you.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: I wanted to say this when Miss Mhlawuli was here but perhaps I

should speak and you will tell her. I said after Mrs Mazwai that I was deeply proud of the

fact that I was black and that we had people of her calibre. We are proud to have people

like you and your husbands and the reason why we won the struggle, is not because we

had guns, we won the struggle because of people like you. People of incredible strength,

and this country is fortunate to have people like you.

And I wanted to say to your daughter, that her father where he is looking down, is

proud of her, and you should feel you've done a tremendous job with her, that in the

anguish which she is feeling, she can have the graciousness that she showed in expressing

appreciation for what Dr Boraine and the principal of the school have done.

We have a tremendous country, which has got tremendous people, and you are

one example of why we make it in this country. And that she, your daughter should say, I

want to forgive, we want to forgive, after what she has experienced, and seen what

happened to her mother and to her father, and she says, we want to forgive, but we want to

know who to forgive. We give thanks to God for you, and thank you for your contribution

to our struggle, and thank you, even if it was reluctant in a sense, rightly, thank you for

sacrificing your husbands.

----------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We call to the witness stand Mrs Nyameka Goniwe. Good morning
Nymeka, I'm very pleased to see you.

NYAMEKA GONIWE: (sworn states)

The name of Matthew Goniwe is known not only throughout the Eastern Cape, not
only throughout South Africa but in many many parts of the world, but your name
is equally well known and we are very grateful that despite the ordeal that you
have been through in facing two inquests, one of which lasted a very long time,
which didn't end satisfactorily as far as you're concerned, but you still have
the grace and the willingness and the courage to come and tell the story, we
believe that that is right and we are very very grateful to you for being here,
we hope that you will feel amongst friends and that you can be very relaxed and
take your time and John Smith will lead you as you tell your story to the
nation.

MRS GONIWE: Thank you very much.

MR SMITH: Thank you Mr Chairman, good morning Nyameka, are you okay? Nyameka,
you have prepared a statement that you would like to present to the Commission
this morning, is that correct.

MRS GONIWE: That's correct.

MR SMITH: I am therefore not going to interrupt you when you present this
statement, and I might ask you after you presented your statement just by way of
clarification. Mr
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Chairman I would ask, this is somewhat of a departure from the manner in which
evidence has been produced before but in my consultation with Mrs Goniwe, she
has felt more comfortable to present her evidence in this manner, and now I
therefore ask the Commission to allow her to present her evidence. Thank you Mr
Chairman.

MR SMITH: You may proceed then.

MRS GONIWE: Thank you very much. The talk about Matthew Goniwe, including my
life was quite a daunting task, because I didn't know where to begin, to piece
together this story and our story. I tried my best last night to bring together
the events which eventually led to his death. I'm going to bring in as well a
little bit of our background and his background. I also ask the Commission to
bear with me a little bit.



My name is Nyameka Goniwe, a social worker by profession. I am now working for
the Social Changes Systems Trust. called SCAT in short, a funding organisation
based in Cape Town. I got married to Matthew Goniwe, a teacher in 1975 and have
two children, Nabuswe who's going to turn 21 in June and Nyanisa, who's going to
turn 14 in June as well.

Matthew came from a politically family and his political activism was strongly
influenced by the death of his brother Jaques, who died in exile in the 60's.
His active involvement began when he took up the post as a teacher at a village
school in Kandule, in what was known as Transkei in the early 70's. He was
arrested with four friends in 1976 for setting up a political discussion group
or cell in Transkei. He was subsequently convicted under the Suppression of
Communism Act and sentenced to four years imprisonment in 1977. After spending
15 months awaiting
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trial he served his sentence in Umtata prison.

My ordeal started then. In 1976, the year Matthew was arrested, I was enrolled
at the University of Fort Hare to do a degree in social work. In pursuit of my
studies, I decided to leave my eight month old baby, which is Nabuswe with
Matthew's mother in Cradock. My biggest challenge at the time was to be
available to my baby as often as possible, to attend to my studies and also give
support to my husband in prison. I remember that year being one of the toughest
years I have faced in my life. I was short of money and had to rely on my
brothers in law for assistance, and the small grant I used to get from the
Dependants Conference of the SACC.

When Matthew was released in 1981 I had already completed my degree and was
employed by the then Department of Cooperation and Development as a social
worker in Port Elizabeth. During the same year I requested a transfer in order
to with him and my family. In 1982 he got the post of deputy principal at Nqeba
High School in Graaf Reinet. The following year on his own request, he was
transferred to Cradock as the deputy principal of the same kind of Semquale
Secondary School. In July 1982, he was fully appointed as the principal of the
same school.

Matthew was a brilliant maths and science teacher, but also a strict
disciplinarian. These qualities earned him a lot of respect and praise in the
community. His influence permeated to all the schools in Lingalishle. His
interest in the youth attracted the attention of the security police towards
him. He was also seen as a person who took an active role in rekindling the
politics of resistance, especially during the Kenneth Calata funeral in 1982.
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In August 1983, a new section of the town comprising of 279 houses was built in
Cradock in the Lingalishle Township. This resulted in a new rental system being
introduced which was based on a salary sliding scale. This was met with fierce
resistance by the community and discredited the then community council. Matthew
was at the forefront of this resistance. He also became instrumental in
establishing a civic organisation in Cradock, known as Cradora and the youth
organisation known as Cradoya. He was then elected as the chairperson of Cradora
and Fort his friend and a fellow teacher, became the chairperson of Cradoya. The
two organisations became UDF affiliates in 1983, linking up with other



progressive organisations in the Eastern Cape, like the PEPCO civic
organisations in Grahamstown, Port Alfred, all over the Eastern Cape.

At the end of 1983 he received a surprise transfer from the Department of
Education and Training to go back to Nqeba High School in Graaf Reinet, an act
which he perceived to be politically motivated. He then refused to go in January
1984, a move that was fully supported by the community.

The Department of Education and Training dismissed him on the pretext by
refusing to go, he had dismissed himself. Protest in the form of petitions to
the regional manager of DET , Mr Meerbold and successive delegations that were
led by the community to present his case, proved to be futile. It was clear that
the arrogance that was displayed by Mr Meerbold had the backing of the security
police. The response of the State was to bring in its forces to try and
intimidate and break the community resistance. Running battles between the
police and the youth became the order of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the day. Violence escalated and the community decided to embark on a school
boycott at the beginning of 1994, which involved about all seven schools.

The demands of the students that were put forward were the immediate
reinstatement of Matthew Goniwe. The resistance intensified and this resulted in
meetings being banned. In March 1984, Matthew, Fort Calata, Madoda Jocabson,
Bulelo Goniwe were detained under Section 28 of the Internal Security Act, which
allowed for six months detention. It became clear from this action that Cradock
was regarded as a flash point by the past government and the detention was
ordered to try and neutralise the situation.

The situation in the township worsened in their absence and violence escalated
on a scale which was never experienced before. All school committees resigned.
The pressure forced the security police to release Matthew and his colleagues.
They were released on the 10th of October 1984 and were given a hero's welcome
by the community.

Matthew's unpopularity with the security forces intensified. He was rated and
regarded as an enemy of the State. This was also proved in the evidence which
was led during the inquest court, the second inquest court proceedings in 1995,
last year. He was also denied the right to own a house by the Linglishle Town
Council for a long time, forcing him to live with his mother in law and his
family, in an extended family home.

His movements were closely monitored by the security police, especially when he
had to leave town. The whole family bore the wrath of the security police which
took the form of harassment, early morning house raids, constant surveillance,
death threats, phone bugging, short term
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detentions for questioning, mysterious phone calls, tampering with cars, etc. Of
all the death threats that Matthew received, there are three which stood out and
also serve as a pointer that Matthew was a marked man. The first one involved
the former head of the security branch in Cradock, Major Henry Fouche. It
happened in an early morning while Matthew was taking me to work in town. On the
way our car was stopped by Fouche and Matthew was pulled out of the car. He then
pointed a gun at Matthew's head, shouting, I'm going to kill you. We were then



driven to the police station, we were both searched, bodily searched and
released later on. Matthew laid a charge against Fouche, which of course. never
came to anything.

The second that happened was in Queenstown, when Matthew went to meet a friend
and a fellow ex-prisoner. It became obvious that his movements were monitored
from Cradock to Queenstown, because he was stopped on arrival and detained for a
short while. He later told his family that he was threatened with death by the
then head of security in Queenstown. I'm not sure of the name now, it's between
Venter of van Wyk. I'm sure it can be established later.

The third one happened whilst visiting Port Elizabeth to attend a UDF meeting.
He was Fort Calata's Farm Umkonto. Fort and Matthew were stopped and detained
for a short while. They were threatened that a better and sophisticated police
officer will be replacing Fouche at the beginning of 1985 and that one is going
to sort them out. Indeed, a new head of the security branch Eric Winter, an ex-
Koevoet officer took over from Fouche early in 1985.

The first thing he did was to visit our house to come and "talk" to Matthew. It
was obvious that his visit was
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aimed at assessing him, after reading his file. I also got the impression that
he came over to come and assess our house. The then Major Venter kept a lower
profile than Fouche, making Matthew and the other activists in Cradock wonder
what he was planning.

Matthew on another level, as if he was counting his days, worked with dedication
to mobilise the community, using public meetings for political education. He
also introduced street and area communities which became known as the G-Plan.
His other aim was to broaden the leadership base and groom layers of leadership
with the youth and the civic structures. The UDF supported his talent to
organise people and elected him as a rural organiser in the Eastern Cape. His
influence grew and spread to other areas in the

Eastern Cape. As a rural organiser he had to attend UDF meetings every week on
Wednesday.

On the 27th May 1985, a month before he was murdered, the South African Defence
Force sealed off the township of Lingalishle........ (end of tape 10)

(Tape 11).......stated that Matthew, I suppose that the person you are relying
on is unable to give you water, unable to give you electricity. It was one of
those hearts and minds racists. Pamphlets denouncing Cradora and Cradoya,
including the leadership as terrorists or terrorist organisations were
distributed all over the township. The houses of activists were searched, all
this was done as a show of force and a show of military might. The message was
clear from this event that the attention of the state, through its security
forces was focused on Cradock.

Events leading to his death. On a Monday the 24th of June 1985, Matthew
telephoned the secretary of the UDF of the EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Eastern Cape Region, Derek Swarts, informing him that he won't be coming to the



usual Wednesday meeting due to other commitments, but will be coming for a
briefing on the 27th of June 1985 instead. He made a second telephone on the
27th of June 1985 to confirm that he was coming. Both conversations were taped
by the security police and a transcript of these telephones was produced as
evidence during the second inquest. This confirms what we long suspected, that
Matthew's movements were closely monitored for 24 hours, in fact on the day he
left for Port Elizabeth, with his friends and colleagues, his movements were
monitored.

On the 27th of June 1985 he left for Port Elizabeth in the company of his
friends, Fort Calata, Sicelo Mhlawuli, and Sparrow Mkhonto and that was the last
time we saw them. They were due back on the same night and when they did not
come back, we knew that something serious had happened. Early in the morning of
the next day, I telephoned the UDF offices in Port Elizabeth, I also phoned
Derek Swart and Molly Blackburn, to establish their whereabouts. Derek Swart
informed me that Matthew left with his friends for Cradock the previous night of
the 27th of June 1985 at about 9 pm. You can imagine the shock, and I shivered
to think what might have happened to these comrades.

I kept the news secret for a while from all the families, excepting my brother
in law who was planning what to do next. The brother in law, Alex and I, we
picked up a few activists and went and looked for them. We decided to drive
towards Port Elizabeth, and on our way we stopped over at Cookhouse and Bedford
police stations, to check whether they have seen them, but we drew a blank.
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I just want to say something mysterious happened then, well not mysterious but
very interesting. As we approached the police station, of course they didn't
know who we were up and till my brother in law identified himself. Immediately
their whole mood changed and all the young police officers stood on guard, just
in front of the door and we asked them whether they had seen them. And they said
that the last time they saw them was a t 12 o'clock the previous day. And that
also made us to wonder, because the police station in Cook House is far from the
National Road. Something clicked, it could be through their monitoring network
that they picked up that Matthew was passing by at about that time.

A similar search party looked for them in the Port Elizabeth area with no
result. We drove as Patterson and returned back home. On arrival at home we were
informed that the police had phoned, they left a message with a child, my
brother in law's son, to inform the family that Matthew's burned car had been
found near the Scribanta Racing Course outside Port Elizabeth. Immediatly we
knew that something serious had happened.

Of course we had pointers because in May, you know, the PEPCO Three had
disappeared without a trace. Relatives and the Community were informed and some
members of the family had to go to Port Elizabeth to establish what had
happened. It was this group that also assisted the families to identify the
bodies later on. So I alerted the press, the national media, international media
and everybody of influence to try and put pressure onto the police authorities,
or the government to produce them. Of course, during those days anything could
have happened, I mean we
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thought of detentions, whatever.



The community immediatly embarked on a school and a shop boycott to add more
pressure on to the government. n Saturday the 29th June 1985, the bodies of
Sparrow Mkhonto and Sicele Mhlawuli were found first and those of Matthew and
Fort were found on the 2nd of July 1985. All the bodies had multiple stab wounds
and were badly burned.

Our lawyers during the second inquest argued that Matthew was monitored for 24
hours, a factor that was confirmed by Winter and Snyman who was regional head of
the security branch of the Eastern Cape at the town station in Port Elizabeth
during cross-examination. He couldn't have slipped the police monitoring
networks. Whatever befell him on that night of the 27th was known to the police
and they killed him.

We have stated why we believe that Matthew had to die. We think that it was
because he was seen as a person who was responsible for the collapse of the
community councils discipline in Lingalishle. We also think that he was also
held responsible for disrupting the schools by instigating the students to
engage in school boycotts and for the resignation of all school communities in
Cradock. He was also accused for mobilising the people of Cradock and the
neighbouring towns under the banner of the then banned, ANC. They hated him for
raising the level of political awareness of people in the rural areas. He was
seen as a communist, a terrorist and therefore a dangerous man, who was threat
to the state.

MR SMITH: Thank you Nyame. Can I just take you back a little? You mentioned
this, one of the forms of harassment, tampering with motor vehicles, can you
maybe just give us a
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little more detail about that?

MRS GONIWE: I can't hear.

MR SMITH: You mentioned as one of the forms of harassment by security forces,
the tampering with motor vehicles. Can you maybe just give us a little more
detail about that please.

MRS GONIWE: Well of course our tyres were slashed, sometimes we would wake up
and find ...(indistinct) they poured some, I think it was sand in my brother in
law's petrol tank. Yes those were the things that we thought they did while we
were asleep because the cars were parked in an open yard.

MR SMITH: Can you recall when Matthew left for Port Elizabeth on that evening of
the 27th, can you recall whether he said anything to you regarding when he was
going to return? Anything at all of importance at all to the Commission?

MRS GONIWE: Yes normally Matthew and Felix used to come back at about 12 and
obviously their meetings would go on till late in the evening and he used to go
every Wednesday to a briefing or to a meeting in Port Elizabeth. Of course the
family used to warn them all the time, because this was a marked man, and there
were pointers that the security police were after him. So we warned them not to
come back very late at night but rather to stay over than to come back, but that
evening they came back.

MR SMITH: And the warning that you're talking about, did that actually also
happen on the 27th before they left?



MRS GONIWE: Yes still jokingly I talked to Matthew, Sicelo and Fort, and I said,
well your car was chased, when this family left for Port Elizabeth it would be
followed, by the
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security last week, and please don't travel at night! Rather sleep over. They
laughed at me, of course they didn't take me seriously. I don't know why,
perhaps they never thought that they would be killed.

MR SMITH: Now you realise of course that it's quite possible for persons to come
forward and to actually admit to the killing of your husband and to apply for
amnesty to one of the committees of this Commission. What would by your attitude
to that. How would you feel towards these people if they were in fact identified
and that you were to know that these are the people who are responsible for the
brutal slaying of your husband?

MRS GONIWE: Well I look forward to that. I mean I know it's difficult after
suffering such pain and trauma. But we need to know what happened and who they
are, and also, I mean they have to need to show some remorse.

MR SMITH: Are you saying that just coming forward and applying for amnesty would
not be sufficient, that you would also maybe require a person to show remorse
for what they have done.

MRS GONIWE: Yes. They have to show us remorse, that they're sorry for what they
did. I don't say that, I mean it would immediatly make us happy, it's a
challenge, we're going to be challenged in that kind of way, and grapple with
that, inside and it will take a long time. Healing takes a long time.

MR SMITH: Nyame, you were also involved in the last suit which were mentioned by
the other three yesterday. Now I dealt with that matter when I was questioning
them, and maybe the Commission would then formally inform you if they have done
anything about it, so I'm not going to ask you
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anything about that.

MRS GONIWE: I appreciate that.

MR SMITH: Thank you very much for giving evidence. Mr Chairman that concludes my
questioning of this witness.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there other candidates? Yes?

PANEL MEMBER: Mrs Goniwe, I have been listening to your horrifying story, and
yesterday when I left this place, I was asking myself the question, what kind of
a human being can do such horrible things? What kind of hatred is this? I'm
going to ask a question about this child. You said you had gone out to Port
Elizabeth and when you came back the police had left a message to say that the
car was found somewhere. How old was the child to whom the message was given?

MRS GONIWE: He was then 14 or 15, I mean, we were furious, this was a serious
matter, a matter of death and the police treated it, you know, casually, and I



think we confronted them. Matthew protested a number of times in the media about
that, that what kind of system would give a child such a message. I mean they
are supposed to summon their police officers to come and address the family. But
this is what happened, or we suspect this is what has happened. And treat the
family with dignity and respect.

PANEL MEMBER Your message about this was left with a 14 year old child?

MRS GONIWE: Yes.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.

DR BORAINE: I just want to persue a little bit the question that was asked by
John Smith. You have said publicly that you hesitated to come to the Commission
because it was now the turn of the people who were not so
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well known and perhaps whose stories have not been heard, and we honoured that,
but we still felt it was very very important that your story should be heard by
this Commission and by the Nation. I'm wondering, part of your reluctance to
come to the Commission, did it stem from almost cynicism that you had spent so
many weeks and months attending an inquest and the final result left you really
no further than where you had started, was that part of your reason?

MRS GONIWE: Very much part of that. I guess I was protecting myself. We had two
inputs, the one was such a circus. It ended after a very very short while. You
know after the family was engaged in trying to get the first inquest to be
opened up, you know they wanted to have just a closed matter and deal with it as
quickly as possible, we fought over that, using our lawyers and then it was
opened up a little bit. But as you know, nothing came out of that, the first
one.

And then we had to go through a long inquest, and we were bruised by it,
emotionally and physically, and I guess we had high hopes as well. I remember
when the finding was announced, we were so disappointed. I don't know what we
were expecting at the end, so I suppose we are approaching the Commission in the
same sort of light. That is me.

The second reluctance was over not knowing what it is, that's going to happen
here, I had little information. But now that I am here I'm sort of humbled by
the experiences of the others. I'm happy to say, I'm happy that I came.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much, I'm very grateful to you for that. I want to
ask you a very direct question, and then ask a further question. Who do you
think killed Matthew Goniwe?
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MRS GONIWE: Who, the person, are you saying who are the persons?

MR SMITH: You tell me what you think.

MRS GONIWE: I could write a book about that, but I mean. if you know what has
happened in the Eastern Cape during that time, the state security councils, the



army working together with the police, it's a sort of combined thing. Maybe each
force giving backing to the other force, but I think the whole thing started at
home. I would start at home because I've traced Major Venter, from the time, how
he came to Cradock. Obviously maybe the then government was quite frustrated
with the former head of the security branch in Cradock because he was so very
casual and very unsophisticated in a way. He lost all the cases against the
community, so they were angry, the State was angry and they couldn't pin down
Matthew in a way and they felt that this person was advising the community and
they had to bring a better man, and I think the heart of the matter started with
the security networks, I mean Venter really monitoring Matthew's movements. Not
him alone but also all the Eastern Cape, you know the Eastern Cape Security, the
head of the then security branch would know who was then based in Port Elizabeth
and of course, what I think and we have a picture of what happened, though we
cannot prove it to the courts what actually happened, and I think that they
might have used the death squad. That's why we are hopeful that the Commission,
whatever comes out from the De Kock Trial could shed light or what came out from
the police bombing in Port Elizabeth, that case would shed light on what
happened in the Eastern Cape during those days. Because the fate of the PEPCO
Three, the same tactics, the same strategies, were
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used to kill. The PEPCO Three vanished in May, on the 8th of May I think, and
just shortly they were targeting the activists, the main activists in the
Eastern Cape.

DR BORAINE: Thank you you're being very patient with me and I'm nearly finished.
There are two possible ways in which the truth can be made known about who
killed Matthew Goniwe. One is to persue the investigations which you have
referred to and obviously the Commission has the opportunity, has the resources
to continue that. The other way is through someone who was involved, who
witnessed it or took part in it, who knows something about it, finally cannot
contain it, coming to the Commission in another way, in another place and
telling the truth. how would you feel about that?

MRS GONIWE: WE have two inquests running and it didn't come nearer to who was
the killer, maybe, you know that it is with those people within the security
forces but who they were, we don't know, I think we need to crack that, we need
an inside person, we need a witness and i would appeal to those people who are
still out there and still concealing the truth, to come forward. Thank you.

PANEL MEMBER: Mr Chairman, I would like to follow up on Advocate Nzebesa's
question from yesterday. We referred to the three ladies yesterday, but today I
would like to refer to the four of you, and follow up on the question, I don't
know if you've had the opportunity to confer over it. He asked the question, how
you would like to have your husbands remembered, and perhaps that might even
include the three PEPCO victims, we don't have to have the answer today, if you
haven't discussed it, but I thought I'd follow on.

MRS GONIWE: We casually talked about that but I would need EAST LONDON HEARING
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obviously to confer with the others, and I know that I talked with the two
because we shared a room, that is Mrs Calata Mrs Mkhonto but unfortunately I
didn't have a word with Nombuyiselo Mhlawuli, so we would need to come to some
kind of agreement, if the Commission would grant us that stage to come back



again.

PANEL MEMBER: Nyami throughout your testimony you have spoken not only of
yourself and of you r husband, but you have spoken of the community that
supported you. The community that suffered with you. Could you please just say
something about the suffering that has been endured by the Cradock community?
And whether you see reparation that flows recommendations from this Commission,
not only to individuals, important as that aspect is, but also to communities
that shared that suffering and I'm raising that question with you because you
have grown in stature in our eyes, in this region, as a person who goes beyond
just thinking about yourself, but who thinks about the broader sharing in the
pain of the struggle.

MRS GONIWE: Yes I've dealt with my own pain but obviously, I mean there are many
people who have suffered out there.... (end of side A of tape 11)

(side B ).... have a list of names of everybody who have died and we talked
about where that could be. You know this is worse than trying to embrace
everybody within that community and I mean I guess, this is what I would like to
feel, I don't know, of course I haven't conferred with my fellow widows, but I
wouldn't like to have all our names put on the stone, but everybody who suffered
during that time, and having watched the proceedings during the past few days, I
sort of feel that we are going to need a lot of energy and EAST LONDON HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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strength, especially the Reparations Committee, to try and engage people in a
healing process. I don't know what kind of process that could be obviously, but
really their pain is different and obviously you are going to have to help the
process and persons everywhere.

I don't know if I'm secure but...(indistinct)

PANEL MEMBER: Mr Chairperson I would like to ask a question that would give us a
feel on the impact on the children. I know you've described your own pain, and
you don't have to answer this, but if you could tell us a little bit about how
the children have been able to cope and, you don't have to answer the question.

MRS GONIWE: Okay. I guess I have to be stronger for them and they draw that
strength from me. If necessary I try and protect them against exposure, against
many other things, and I think they have coped quite well. Again I'm saying this
in a superficial manner. Maybe I'm not that observant, but as a mother, I think
they are stronger and they will grow up strong individuals as well, in spite of
the fact that they don't have a father. And one other thing which I need to say,
with my son, it's really good to have a family, good to have Cradock, to go to
Cradock over holidays and of course those are models, his models, so he insists
to go to Cradock and he loves it. Of course the family doesn't want him to go
anywhere, so they always demand that he goes to Cradock, which has helped quite
a lot.

PANEL MEMBER: In your testimony to the Commission, you have made a mention of
the name, Mr Winter who was transferred to Cradock, and according to your
testimony he is a former Koevoet member. Has he spoken to you after the death of
Mr Goniwe? If he was transferred, how soon was this after the
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death of Mr Goniwe?

MRS GONIWE: I'm the Cradock people might shed light on that because I think he
got a promotion shortly after that. You know how everybody gets rewarded about
some of these things in the past, and he got a promotion and he was transferred
to Port Elizabeth as I don't what now, a captain or brigadier, or whatever. Just
to say as well that the harassment of the Goniwe family didn't end with the
death

of Matthew. We were still subjected to harassment and would be picked up and
photographed, and it came out during the course of the inquest that a very
sophisticated bug was placed in our house, which is called a tomatie. I'm sure
the Commission, if you're very interested in pursuing that or what happened or
about the tomatie, it's well covered in the inquest document. But that device
could pick up the slightest sound, even the drop of a pin, everywhere in that
house, in all rooms, so they could hear us sleeping in our bedrooms, everywhere,
they could hear us argue, whatever, whatever happened in that family. This was a
listening device, and there was a person who testified about this kind of device
at the inquest, and they could hear you even if you were in the back yard or the
front yard of the house, it was so powerful and I'm sure assisted them quite a
lot to monitor the activities of the occupants of the house, what was said and
pick up conversations. I was glad not to hear about it at the time, because we
would have been paranoid. But we continued with our lives and were involved, and
had meetings, numerous meetings in that house and we tricked them in many ways,
which made us to be very proud, despite of the fact that there were listening
devices in that house.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: All of you were very young when this
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happened, and one of the things that I think has impressed us is how you have
been supporting each other, I mean, even yesterday, just sitting together, and
you were really children when this awful thing happened. And so we see, sort of
in the age spread when you have Mrs Mazwai over there and you have yourselves
over here, and it just makes you say, we are an incredible country with some
quite extraordinary people. I mean that you can laugh, you can sing, you have
hope even you have been traumatized. It gives great hope for this land, because
having heard ...(indistinct) too this morning, I mean just makes you say, maybe
South Africa is God's favourite, because, and it's good, that we must hear the
pain of everybody, and for people to know that this freedom was not cheap and
that people must learn to nurse it, because it was bought at a very very great
price. Thank you.

-----------------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like to invite the new witnesses now please. Mrs Elisabeth Hashe, Mrs Monica Godolozi and
Mrs Gomali Rita Galela. Would you please come forward?

We would like to welcome all three of you to the witness stand.

ELIZABETH NOTHEMBILE HASHE: (sworn states)

NQABAKAZI GODOLOZI: (sworn states)

RITA GALELA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: In welcoming you to the Commission, one of the worst things about suffering is not to know what
happened, is to wonder where our loved ones are, where they are resting, what happened to them, why they disappeared,
who took them away, how did they die. And you now have an opportunity to tell this Commission exactly, in your own
words, what happened. And we invite you now to continue this time of witness-giving, and John Smith will lead the
evidence. Thank you very much indeed for coming.

MR SMITH: Thank you Mr Chairman. Good afternoon Mrs Hashe. Are you okay? How do you feel.

MRS HASHE: Very well thank you.
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MR SMITH: You're not a bit nervous? Mrs Hashe, you are here today to testify before this Commission about the
disappearance of your husband, Sipho Samuel Charles Hashe, is that correct?

MRS HASHE: Yes.



MR SMITH: Can we, before we proceed to talk about your husband's disappearance, can you tell us something about
yourself and your family?

MRS HASHE: Yes I can.

MR SMITH: Please proceed.

MRS HASHE: I am Mrs Hashe. I have nine children. My biological children are five, four others are my sister's
children. I take them as my own children also. My husband was a very considerate person and was and had a good heart
because he wanted to support all those who were suffering. That's how we got to adopt these children. I'm a woman who
loves children and that is why it was easy for my husband to adopt those children.

When I come to giving an account of what happened, I would like to give an account without making any mistakes. I
married Hashe, I want to reveal everything that I have and give the honest account of what happened. My husband was a
staunch struggle person, but the way he worked committedly during the struggle was more conspicuous in 1963 when
he was arrested. He was arrested in our first house where we were staying in 1980..... (end of first side of tape )

(second side of tape)....my husband woke up and went to open the door. When he asked who they were they said they
were police. And when they came in they just said, "Put on your clothes, we have arrived".
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he was written as Charles and the police discovered that he was really Hashe. There was a security officer who is
George and he has a very big head, that's how we could identify him. At the back there were some people in the shadow
and this person came forward and asked, "Is it Hashe?", and then when we affirmed that it was him, they said he must
just put on his clothes and then he must go. And then they were not certain because in the I D document his name was
reflected as Charles and they were looking for Hashe, but when he confirmed they took him. And during this period
when they came to arrest him, they were kicking everything in the house and there was something which had a
sentimental value, my sewing machine which I got which my husband bought for me when I attended a school. They
broke this machine to which I was so sentimentally attached and they took my husband away.

We went around looking for my husband. As you all know, this is what happens when somebody disappears. We were
vendors and we were selling vegetables. And that is the way in which we were sending our family. When my husband
left us I was unable to continue as a vendor and I went to visit him at Royal, the jail, and when I came back I received a
letter, and this letter was from an office. I was being called by the headman. When I arrived there, they told me that I am
selling vegetables but that I am unlicensed and I confirmed that I didn't. They also told me that I should remove
everything which I sold, and I agreed and then I went away.

I continued and I disregarded the questions. They came along again, took my vegetables, threw them outside, and I felt
hurt about this. I was dependant on these little
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earnings that I received and when my husband was taken away I became the sole bread winner and I was also sending
my children to school, using the same money which I obtained from vending.

They called me again and I was summoned to appear. They threatened again that I must stop selling. But when I came



back I continued selling. I went to the attorney to Tiche, and told him about the harassment that I experienced from the
headman and I don't have a licence. The attorney took the case. I request that the Commission should excuse me for my
uncertainty because the Black Sash was also coming and there was a bit of a relief. Tichi took the case and I got a
chance and an opportunity to get some relief from being hounded by the police and I continued without any disturbance.

But one day when I came back from the market, I found that all my belongings and my property were taken outside as
well as my children. I rushed to my home and when I got there, and asked what was happening, I was informed that the
headman had come and evicted us from the house. I went immediately to the office to establish what the problem was
and asked where I should go to. I also asked them what the reason was for their harassment and they expressed their
views that I am suffering because of my husband who they branded as a terrorist. They also told me that the house is
owned by my husband and because I do not own the house, I am evicted therefrom. I cried bitterly and I thought of what
I should do.

I went to our headman, Milisiswe is my relative, and expressed my feelings about what has happened. He said to me,
I'm not sure you will understand exactly what I want to
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say, but they said in the beginning they evicted me because I owed rent on the house and also electricity. When I went to
pay the rent they refused to take it. I accumulated this money and continued going to them to pay for every account that
I owed but they kept on refusing to accommodate me.

This continued for several times, I asked my brother what I should do because the same thing is happening again, and he
told me to come to him so that he can take me to Mr Lamani, and my brother explained what has happened to me, to Mr
Lamani. He was asked to go with the money and they discussed the matter at length and in the end they took the money.
But at the same time they said they have taken the house and repossessed it again. Mr Lamani ordered them to take me
back to my house, a four-roomed house. When I arrived back at my house, they told me again that they repossessed the
four rooms and have given me a two-roomed house.

I questioned their way of doing things because I was wondering how I'm going to continue staying with such a big
family in a two-roomed house? But we agreed that I should consider the fact that, rather than having nothing, I must be
at the two-roomed house. They also told me I cannot get my four-roomed house back because they have already sold it.

I went on selling again. At some stage.

MR SMITH: Sorry to interrupt you, I'm just trying to assist you in giving your evidence. During this period, your
husband was still in detention, did you ever have access to your husband? Did you ever see him?

MRS HASHE: Before going to Robben Island, I never saw him.

MR SMITH: Was he charged in a court of law?

MRS HASHE: Yes he was, because they accused him of burning EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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schools and such things. They said he was really terrorising the Government.

MR SMITH: And in prison?



MRS HASHE: In Robin Island in detention he stayed three years and it was said I should go and see him.. They would
never say he's not available. They said a person who came to my place to detain him crossed. He came back, I mean, he
was sentenced to seven years and this carried on for ten years. He was not available at home as a husband and me as a
woman. That time, while he was still in Robin Island, was the time when I was suffering, police and everything, but the
most important thing that happened when my husband came back from Robbin Island, I was now working at Holiday
Inn, I was given an opportunity by a woman because our shelters that we used to sell our vegetables, were destroyed and
after that, my children were now old enough and would help me carry the goods and then they would sell house to
house. These children were also arrested. I was also arrested where I was selling outside. I now thought, oh no, the
money that I had is now finished, I have to pay a fine.

Now I got hold of this woman who helped me through to getting to Holiday Inn and she was ill. She was working night
shift and got sick and while I was doing a temporary job for her she passed away. I would go to work in the evening and
come back during the day and carry on selling. This thing continued, now when my husband came out, or just before he
did so, he wrote a letter. He said I should go and get his books that he was reading at the Passport Office. Those were
the things I forgot to mention to you. I took those books and then on my way back with the books, I got into the house to
pack the books nicely and prepared
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the children for bed. I went out just a few minutes, there was a car. I was wondering what car it was. And the asked me
if I knew the man in the back of the van after ten years. I said, "Yes, he's my husband". I was now at my house No 21.
They started at the old house and then they proceeded to the new one. He went out, two Xhosa security men went with
him into the house. The first thing he asked me, "Do you still accept me, because I will never leave fighting for the
freedom of the people?" I said, "Yes, why not?" Then we laughed and went into the house. While we were busy sitting,
these police gave him documents, a banning order. He was not supposed to go anywhere. He was not supposed to go
even to the school that other side. This went on. I went back to work, because he saw that I was working, because we
were busy talking and we had to have something to eat. He said to me, "I hope it is your last time to work today". I
thought, "Oh he's joking". I went to work.

The following day I was at the bus stop and he was waiting for me there. Truly I never had any chance to go to work
again because he didn't want me to work. My first born asked, "What shall we eat?" He showed me that we will be
dragging some meals. This went on, truly he would stay at home, someone would come, he only had permission to see
two people, I was the third one. One of them came home and then when the people realised that he has come back from
jail they came to visit him but he was allowed to see only two visitors at a time.

We continued living under these terrible times with inadequate income because my husband refused that I should go to
work again. We kept on selling these vegetables together and then it developed much better than before when
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he was here as a supportive person. We continued to support each other until he was able to buy a second hand van and
we continued working and I would go and buy some vegetables and then we would go about selling them.

MR SMITH: Mrs Hashe, was your husband involved in politics during this time?

MRS HASHE: Yes, very much, the ANC.



MR SMITH: Did he become involved with a black civic organisation?

MRS HASHE: He started to be a member of the P, when somebody came from overseas, I can name this person, Mr
Lwana, I met him and told him that Mr Lwana informed him that there is a problem with the struggle, so he should
stand up again and get involved, and he should try so that this should come in a very ...(indistinct) way because P was in
a period of trouble during those days. There were no members. Instead it was pulling and pushing, but they had to find a
way in which they would progress with the running. I think people know this. My husband stood up, he was told that he
had to be coopted so that he will bring back the children. He did just that.

There was a boycott, I think it was a bus boycott. This bus boycott never continued, it was never successful, it was in
1983. He was right in. There were people who got arrested because some of them were not really liable. The way the
bus strike was continuing, it was really up and down, not knowing whether to get in or not. Leaflets were distributed,
and he was arrested.

Time went on, he was coopted, I don't know but he was coopted. He worked with these children as much as he was
working with them, they tried to organise themselves and
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things went well between them, but in the middle something happened. There was a misunderstanding between them
and the councillors. Fifteen families at Veeplaas, were sitting there, their books were stamped. They were actually
people who had been evicted from their houses., so they took themselves and squatted. Now the police took these
people, small children and infants, they were wrapped in plastic. They went to Rome and they were given a place at the
Father's mission. The people stayed there, the food was provided and they were three in number. This food was brought
to me so that I could cook for the children, these people would come and help me cook, using my garage. As time went
on they discovered they would have to eat at home, and would leave after eating and they would eat and then leave.

They decided to go to Labour to get their documents in order. Things were right, these who were expelled from their
duties were reincorporated and they got their place in Motherworld. Now the thing that I'm trying to tell is that during
those times when they were working, something just happened, children were shot by these councillors. This is one
important point, these councillors really shot the children. The children were striking, they took this on themselves to try
and show the people, to hear their feelings about this bad thing that has just happened. They came to the conclusion of
embarking on a stay-away.

MR SMITH: That is the stay-away which was organised during March 1985, is that it?

MRS HASHE: Yes. In this stay-away, in March 1985, they indicated that the people should not go to work. Actually
this was discussed at a meeting and they went out to the
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wholesalers. They told the people the right way of going along with this strike. The strike took three days, it was a
Friday, a Saturday and then on Monday, those three working days. This stay-away was very fully supported. They
explained to the people not to get on the busses, people should be left alone but people who work at the hospitals and
the health services should be left alone so that these services can continue.

MR SMITH: Mrs Hashe, there was something that happened to you, to your house in particular during that period of



stay-away, would you like to tell the Commission about that please?

MRS HASHE: Yes, the stay-away continued but on Monday evening, my husband arrived. They were just outside for a
patrol and he came in and said, "Oh well the stay-away was 100%". We knew that this thing would continue. We were
talking to each other nicely. At about 12 o'clock a helicopter was hovering and I just decided that it was just a helicopter
hovering above but something made me notice that this helicopter was hovering right above my house.

And he said to me, "Ntobile, those are the Boers, what have we done? You should know that anything might happen
really". While we were still puzzled, talking about this thing, actually our child woke us up, he wanted to pipi. After
listening to this, there was a loud sound. I saw fire. I didn't know what was happening. I heard him shouting at the
children, he said, "Visumuse, switch off the main switch!", and I ran out of the house, I went out of the window, you
know, in my house you can jump through big windows and then another one and you get out. On my way out there was
a police van driving off. I knew it was the police. They were

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

11 HASHE

not actually driving off, they were taking another turn into another street. A black man from this squad was asking a
question. What's happening. I started chasing them, I started shouting at them, I asked them what's really happening?
They went off, they left my place.

MR SMITH: It was in March?

MRS HASHE: Yes, my house was damaged, it was destroyed. It was in a shoddy condition. You;d never see where the
front and the back were, the electric wiring was burned, you didn't even see the chords. There was a very big hole that
led to next door. We found people, comrades came back, we repaired and renovated our house. The electricity was fixed
the very same day and Mr Fassi gave us a bed. I said, No Toby, can we go and find out what's happening? Mr Fassi
gave us a bed.

MR SMITH: Did you report his incident with the police ?

MRS HASHE: How could we report the police to the police?

CHAIRPERSON: Order please! Order! Order please! I asked you, even if we are not a court of law but please let us
behave. We are not in a political meeting, this is not a rally. We have to hold, contain ourselves if there are some of the
things which have really forced us to do what you have just done now. We are just asking please.

MR SMITH: Mrs Hashe, I would like you to ...(indistinct), On the eighth of May, do you remember that day?

MRS HASHE: Yes.

MRS HASHE: On May 8, it happened that we received a telephone call. Please excuse me, my mind is really troubled.
On May 8 this happened. My husband, now people are now joining P, they want to come and join... (end of tape)
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(start of tape 3)....because we didn't have a telephone at my place we used my neighbour's telephone if there was

something. He was there to answer. On his return he gave us a report that the people who were working in the house, he



said the telephone call was from Mr Fassi, he said we are wanted at the offices now. We have to attend to a very urgent
meeting at the airport. He said to us we have a meeting that I have to attend with the British Consulate.

This went on, people joined. During the day they would break and Mr Kaqaule would to is place to have lunch and
Galela would do the same. While still working he would come back and say, "Ntobile, prepare me some meals", and I
would go home, prepare some meals, it's now late, it's becoming dark and they have to leave now. Busy preparing the
food, not even on the plates, Mr Fassi stepped in. They were driving in a red car. Our van is in the garage. Mr Fasi
entering the house would say,"My brother are you still here? When are you going to leave? You are late", and he would
stand up, prepare himself, he would go into the room and say, "Ntobile, please take care, I'll come and have my meal
when I come back". And I would go to him as he has mentioned, and I would say to him, "I will take everything that
you have bought", he bought this hat from Mr Duze because he had a shaven head, so I said that is how he was easily
recognised. He said, "I'm coming back", and then I told him to put the hat on so that he can hide his shaven head. He
told me where the money was, he told me that it was the organisation's money and also he told me where our money
was and they were at separate places, our money and that of the organisation, because they were also selling liquor as
off-sales.
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He went away with Mr Fassi and Mr Ngoyi. At the time

when there was this telephone call, Mr Fassi brought a message that he , Mr Fassi, Mr Ngoyi, Malgas and my husband
are called by the British Consulate who will fetch them from the airport. Mr Fassi told him on their way that he, Mr
Fassi and Ngoyi will not be going along because they are going to a meeting in Uitenhage. He also told him that he
should get some people who can give support and accompany him to the airport. On their way to the airport, I'm a bit
confused, but please bear with me, on their way to the airport, when they went out from the house, there was a police
van which also reversed from our area. They went past on the next street and my husband, whom I valued very much,
went away together with Mr Galela, late.

I didn't go to Mr Galeka's place to find out what is happening but now it was a long time since they left and I became so
anxious because what kept them so long. I was outside with one of my neighbours and one of the men who was also a
member of this organisation, we saw a white car coming along next to our place, there were two whites in front and at
the back we suspected that black people were sitting there. And when we looked and scrutinised the car we could see
that these people were carrying guns which were protruding through the windows at the back.

They asked whether we were fighting. But when I was about to answer, this young man put a hand on my mouth
because he knew that I was going to swear at these people, and then he answered himself and said that we were not
fighting.

The car went away to the next street and just it's front was visible. I was getting very restless now and I was EAST
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very anxious because I was looking at this car with the revolvers protruding out the windows, and I was anxious that my
husband was not there to support me. The girl next door was also anxious because she came along and informed me that
this car was nearby and also that guns were protruding from the back windows. At some stage the car just moved on and
didn't go by the way in which they arrived. It went along the Stefel Road next to the stadium and I was panicking all the
time and wondering what was happening about my husband. But I kept on hoping.

Later Mr Fassi came along again very early in the morning and he was also surprised that my husband was not back yet,
and I also hopelessly informed him that he really didn't come back. We are recognised relatives, Mr Fassi and I because



we share the same clan name. And then he advised me to take this issue to the attorneys and he also said that he
recognised that the car, our van was not back yet, and that's what made him realise that my husband is not back yet. As
he went away, I was unhappy and I was also certain that he was arrested.

I kept on wondering and I was also restless and late, but not very late, one lady came and said, "There are people who
are reported to have got lost", and my husband was one of them. I was also surprised and asked what is meant by saying
my husband is lost? Sookie who informed me about this, said we must go along, because he came by car. We went
along trying to go to each and every charge office and we were afraid to get in, so that we knew that the minute we got
in, they would do something to me because they already know me and that I was also in the struggle. We were just
putting the car outside and just peeped through, and
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at the end we went to Port Elizabeth at Walmer.

We came back in vain. There were young men who always held vigil as my husband was away. And they also learned
about this tragedy that my husband has not come back, and were also panicking and asking themselves as to what
happened. On the 8th, late at night, and on the 9th, the people came and so many of the children who were also recruited
for this organisation came and we were also worried about the fact that we were unsure about the AZAPO Organisation,
because each time when there was something which was done, it was said it was said that it was AZAPO which had
caused anything which was bad in the community, but they would never be arrested. And then we started to doubt their
relationship with the police and the security.

And then we decided, that as they were all come along, because AZAPO and PASO were together at my place, and we
felt that we should reduce the numbers so that not so many people at my place. Late at night a person threw a stone into
the house whilst I was feeding the children. When I opened the door, I saw many torches and these were directed at my
door. I closed my door again and warned the children and said to the young men who were here, "These are the Boers
who have come here, it is not AZAPO", and when I was saying this I was also worried that the children would be shot
at. I rushed out and I was shouting at everybody to be on guard and to be secure but at the same time there were a lot of
people who were throwing stones at my house.

When the house was burned some time back I had sewn some cloths and put some stones and gravel inside, and I would
sew these little bags and put some stilts on the stones, knowing that we were going to fight against each
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other, the AZAPO and this PAKO. At the same time I was giving instructions to all who were around of how to attack
and also to defend ourselves. And we were sure that we were going to use this heap of bags and bags of stones. There
was a child who was shot in the process, in the arm. Tear gas was thrown at our place and we were overpowered and we
took the children away from the place and put them with my next door neighbour. When I was trying to come around I
saw a lot of people and at the same time I saw some fire and I did not know what was burning. When I woke up the next
door neighbour took me and said I must wait a bit, and we were talking in whispers and this gentleman told me to wait
and see exactly what was happening so that I can give evidence. At the same time I was unable to sit down. I was so
restless and I jumped out, I couldn't tolerate what was happening. I could see that everyone was in my yard. The
children were being assaulted, it was havoc and my children were also amongst those who were being attacked.

There was also an explanation that the children were being arrested, we could hear the vans being closed and the Boers



stayed in my house and they and they used Caspars and they cordoned the place and we couldn't move in. So my place
was their place and they were fully occupying my place and I couldn't do anything about it. So I was next door watching
them as they were enjoying themselves, they were celebrating their victory because they were having a braai and
everybody was dancing amongst them. We were helpless and couldn't do anything about this situation. In the process
one lady came in, and while we were there the police came next suspecting that I was accommodated in this house. So
they broke the window but they didn't come in.
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When we went there it was instructed that we should not touch or take anything in the house. Because at that time they
had dispersed.

MR SMITH: You went back to your house the following morning? Did you find any of the policemen there?

MRS HASHE: I saw the policemen myself and I found one of them in the Caspar, and they said I must not touch
anything in the house because the police are coming for finger prints. They said that only.

I would request that if there maybe something that I left out, could you please remind me about it?

MR SMITH: Do you recall one of the police handing you a note and calling on you to.......(intervention)

MRS HASHE: No not in the house, at SANLAM. When I came in my house, I stayed for a short period and one of the
policemen said to me, "I'm going to look around", and he went out and he patrolled the place and then he came in and
gave me a note and said I must go to the SANLAM building and he wrote a name.

MR SMITH: He also gave you the name of a person that you should go and see at SANLAM?

MRS HASHE: Yes. I went there to SANLAM and I was being taken off by Sookie, the owner of the car. When we
reached SANLAM, I took this piece of paper to the white man who was on safari, I gave him the note to find out who it
was that I was referred to. He took it and took me into one of the offices. The room was full of policemen wearing
police safaris. All of them. I was scared. I was made to sit down, this white man with a very big face with a
moustache,he was called Strijdom from the murder and robbery squad. He said to me "Mrs Hashe, do you know that
your
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husband was found at Veeplaas, burned. We could only identify him from his lower parts, from the waist downwards.

I said, nothing of that nature, there is nothing of that kind. He said to me, "What do you expect me to say?" I said to
him, "He is in your cells." He argued with me, he said, "I'm telling you the truth, they were burned, he's note here." He
said, "This happened to many people". I said, "I am not going to really wait for this, I am losing patience". He said,"
Look at me, I'm not Hashe". You know I didn't mind anything about him, I didn't care. He said to me, "Do you know
that as you are here in person, there is nothing that I can do with you." I said to him, "I'm asking you one thing", you
know we are not just talking, we are really arguing, I asked him one thing, "Can you please take me to the mortuary
where you say my husband is, because you mentioned that he was at the mortuary?" I told him I don't want to go alone,
I want to go with him because he knows that he is dead. He pushed me and he said, "This one I cannot stand!"

I was taken by Vera from the Liquor Squad to this room to take my finger prints, on my way out, some of the police



stepped in front of me in the long passage. I only saw him because he pointed me out to the other policeman. This room
that I was taken to was full of whites, you know, these heavily built whites. They were wearing suits, beautiful. After
having been called by Mr Gaba, I was made to sit down. They said to me, "Do you know English?" I said "No, I cannot
speak English properly but I understand. I was made to sit down and then they called someone to interpret, because they
were really prepared to talk.

MR SMITH: Did they question you about your husband?
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MRS HASHE: Yes they asked me questions about my husband and they said they know him, because I told them that
they know him best, because I wasn't feeling very well, I wasn't myself. I was really hurt. I wanted them to realise, I
wanted them to see that I am hurt.

They went on interrogating. They asked me about this group of children they arrested at my house. I told them the
weapons they got in my house, I didn't see them, you know they were arrows sharpened.

MR SMITH: Were you detained after this interrogation?

MRS HASHE: Yes. there was a white person, I was handed over to him and he took me to Bakens Bridge. I was
detained in Bakens Bridge.

MR SMITH: Mr Silas and Nkanunu consulted with you and helped you to arrange bail?

MRS HASHE: No he only came at Royal. At this place there were lots and lots of people, drinking spirits and eating
bread. But you know I survived among these people. I think it was on a Saturday and then Monday we went to Court.
On Monday while we were in the Court, all the people who were arrested at my place were also in. We arrived at New
Brighton, we were not even put into a decent room, we were all thrown into a cell until the time for the court arrived.
Then they took as to Royal and we were detained there where I sat a whole month. Mr Nkanuna came to see me.

MR SMITH: Did anyone, whether they be policemen or people who you met in prison, speak to you at all about the
whereabouts of your husband, at any time during your custody?

MRS HASHE: Now when I was still inside, nobody came to me. Mr Nkanunu arrived, took only the statement and he
left.
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Okate O'Orgen arrived from Jo'burg with regard to my husband's case. She was representing me. After a month ...
(intervention)

MR SMITH: Your case was also taken to the Supreme Court by way of an application by attorney Priscilla Jana, is that
correct? Can you comment on that application?

MRS HASHE: I was told, you know in that court, we arrived the three of us, with Mrs Godolozi, we would get in, we'd
stand up, nobody would sit down. And they would keep on saying, "We don't know them" Even Okate O'Orgen was not
even recognised. They would say, "We don't know them", then we vacated the court. We didn't only go once, we went a
second time, Kate had gathered a lot of information this time, I must tell you, not even at one stage did we sit in the



court, we always stood. There was information that we got, a boy Mr Godolozi, this child really created, he said they
saw exactly what happened. A very heavy white man, Gakoli had files in the hand and the policeman was also having
something in his hands. Now Mrs Gatebe indicated, she asked me if she could take us to that child to tell us the truth.
This child really told us everything that happened and we said, "Can you really testify?". This child said yes.

MR SMITH: Do you recall that there was a court case during August 1988 where the whole issue of the disappearance
of your husband and they talked, and Mr Godolozi and Galela were raised? Do you recall a court application, evidence
being given in court during August 1988, where this whole issue of your husband and that of Mr Galela and Mr
Godolozi were discussed? Now I'm going to put to you the of what Mrs, you might not remember their particular names,
a
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certain Mr Victor Nkosi Sizane, gave evidence to the effect that he saw all three at the Alexandria police station under
oath in court? Do you recall that. Were you present when this evidence was given?

MRS HASHE: Yes I was there.

MR SMITH: Mr Nkoseni Philemon Nganga also gave evidence in court.

MRS HASHE: Yes I know. Is it Nkoseni Nganga?

MR SMITH: Is he at Alexandria.

MRS HASHE: Yes.

MR SMITH: Are you aware of the fact that during the trial of a certain Mr Eugene de Kock, the issue of the
disappearance of your husband also came up at that trial?

MRS HASHE: Yes.

MR SMITH: A certain Mr Joe Mamisela gave evidence implicating the Vlakplaas Unit in the disappearance of your
husband? Did you become aware of that?

MRS HASHE: Yes.

MRS HASHE: And were you informed by your attorney Mrs Jana that she is following that up and it's being
investigated further.

MRS HASHE: Yes. Mrs Hashe, can you tell the Commission what is it that you expect from this Commission, after
having related your story, what do you want the Commission to do for you?

MRS HASHE: I would like to express my feelings but I am unable to do so. But I can just mention that I would like the
Commission to empathise with me and understand what I have felt at the time and I know that there are many facts that
I have left out, but I presume that they know some of the facts and they are able to sift and reconsider what
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might have happened to me. I am now out of my mind a bit and I feel so particularly affected by what is happening. I do
not know how I can express my feelings. I've tried my best what I want to do, but really, because of what I've
experienced, I am so affected and I am unable to state exactly what, think of the situation that I have been in, please, let
my family be compensated. And one of my children was still at school but had to discontinue because I do not have
money. I was a bread winner but with meagre pay, I couldn't do anything.

The honourable minister, Steve Tchwete, tried to assist me but I was a person who never wanted to be dependant on
anyone else, not that I don't trust anybody, it's just that I'm proud and I'd like to do the best for my children. I'm in this
problem, I'm emotionally upset by what has happened and I really do not know what I can say and I really want their
assistance, really the Commission should sympathise with me. I'm very much affected by all this. It is my plea, really
my plea that I should really, I don't even want it now, really I'd like people to understand. I'll even go to the enemy and
ask for help because I am unable to do some of the things for myself. I believe that even if a person is my enemy, he
will assist me because I'm in this situation because of what had happened. I'm very glad that I could be here in this
Commission and people should know what happened in the past.

Dr Boraine assisted me, gave me support, I was very glad (end of first side of tape)

(begin next side of tape) he gave his best, and our children are exposed so emotionally and I'm really frustrated about
my situation. I don't want to cry, really I don't want to cry EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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but I'd like the Commission to help me.

MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, that concludes my questioning.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: The witnesses and their families together with the Commissioners and the Committee members
are invited to a light lunch next door, the hearing will resume at half past two.

HEARING RESUMES 14H30

CHAIRPERSON: You people should keep quiet, could you please be quiet.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: We hope to go on to about five o'clock, we ask the three ladies please to take the witness stand.

MR SMITH: Mr Chairman, I would like to recall Mrs Hashe. There are just one or two things she wishes to bring to the
attention of the Commission. Thank you.

Mrs Hashe you wanted to have the opportunity to say something to the Commission , especially relating to the your
desire to have a proper burial for your husband and to secure the return of a photograph which was taken from your
house at some stage. Can you please briefly now make that request to the Commission?

MRS HASHE: I want to appeal to this Commission, and I also want to apologise for some of the mistakes that I made.
I'd like my husband to be exhumed or be taken back from where he is so that I can bury him in a dignified manner. I
would like to obtain his photograph, the very big one which was enlarged from Canada. Those people took that photo, it
was very important to me. I would like them to bring it back to me. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Hashe, was the photograph taken by a policeman?
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MRS HASHE: Yes the policemen took it. During this time they were taking my husband the photo was in front of the



state advocate and during the time when they were asking me questions, during the enquiry, they were looking at this
photo, and I saw this enlarged photo and I had this sentimental attachment to it.

CHAIRPERSON: I'm sure the Commission will take that further. Thank you Mrs Janna.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Can we just find out, are there any questions from the panel here?

MERMBER OF PANEL: Excuse me lady, previously you said something about Priscilla Jana who was your attorney.
When she heard and learned about the fact that de Kock's case in her witness and testimony, it was expressed that there
was something done to the people by the police, and Priscilla promised to investigate into this. Do you remember that?
I'd like to ask if the Commission is able to put in assistance and give you the support that you'd like to have and make an
investigation thoroughly to find out what happened to these people. Are you giving us permission to go forward and
make these investigations? Thank you.

----------------
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MR SMITH: With your permission I now call upon Mrs Godolozi to testify to the Commission. Mrs Godolozi has
already been sworn in Chairman, so I ask your permission to proceed with her evidence.

Mrs Godolozi, you are here to testify and to give evidence about your husband, Qaqawuli Godolozi.

MRS GODOLOZI: It is so.

MR SMITH: He disappeared on the 8th of May and was last in the company of Mr Hashe and Mr Galela. Is that
correct?

MRS GODOLOZI: Yes.

MR SMITH: Mrs Godolozi, I's just like to have some background information about yourself so that the Commission
can learn to know you. When did you get married to Mr Godolozi?

MRS GODOLOZI: I am Nqabakazi Godolozi, I was born by the George family at Grahamstown and I met Qaqwuli



Godolozi in Grahamstown in 1978. We got married in 1981. When we tied our knot he was working at LDA as a clerk.
In 1981 he left and he went to Losotho for the organisation. He was delegated in 1978 - yes I've got one child, he's a
boy, he is Umkondo Wesizwe.

MR SMITH: How old is he?

MRS GODOLOZI: 12 years.

MR SMITH: Presently working?

MRS GODOLOZI: I'm not working presently, I was working at Cape Midlands Food for 8 years. I was expelled from
the country in 1992 on the 5th of August during the Mass Action, just because I went out and looked at what was
happening.

MR SMITH: What was your husband doing at the time of his disappearance?
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MRS GODOLOZI: My husband was working at LTA for 8 years. He was very unfortunate because he was a member of
the organisation. He took sick leave and went to Lesotho. When he gave an account of what happened, he says he was
asked who he was at ...(indistinct) Lesotho. He suspects that at his work they were informed that he was in Lesotho and
not on sick leave, and when this happened, he went to work and then he was expelled from work and told that he would
never be employed again.

We stayed together and we were unemployed. He started to be a vendor and he was selling chicken and he had a fowl
run and we stayed for a long time and then I got employed at Mentone. In 1983 I was expectant and I bore a child who
is Umkondo Wesizwe, and Umkondo was born in December. Again I was expelled because the policeman asked who is
supporting my husband? And when they discovered that I was the bread winner, I was expelled. Again I was employed
two years later. At the time I was staying with my in laws and then I moved out and then we hired a room. Our friend
hired the room for us and we stayed there for four months. Again the police followed us and they did investigations.

MR SMITH: Mrs Godolozi, we've already heard when Mrs Hashe gave evidence that your husband was involved in a
political organisation called PEPCO, that is a Port Elizabeth black civic organisation. Can you tell the Commission
when he became involved in P?

MRS GODOLOZI: He started in 1978 and was elected as a president in 1981. He was involved in 1978 after it
Tosamila Botha, who is presently a minister now, he took that position. We stayed for four months and we were
expelled and we went to find another place. When we were at Zwide in
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the location in Port Elizabeth, there were some problems between the councillors who were elected by the past regime
and PEPCO. Because my husband was the president at the time, there was a clash of ideas between the mayor who was
Linda Tamsanga. At that time Linda and his gangs started assaulting people at the meeting, the policemen were
complaining and they stated to my husband that they are not satisfied with what was happening. Linda, the councillor at
the time sent people to my place and my husband was not available at that time. There were 45 men who were highly
armed. They had balaclavas on their faces, only their eyes were visible and they opened the door and wanted my



husband.

When I told them that he was not available, they threatened that they're going to kill him. They were going to assault
him with knobkierries and they told us, Linda wants them.

MR SMITH: And this occurred? Can you recall when this occurred, the incident that you're referring to?

MRS GODOLOZI: I can't remember very well when this happened. I think it was in 1984, but I'm not quite sure about
the month.

Those 45 men left my place and just after they left, my husband came in a car accompanied by Mr Hashe. A few days
later when we woke up, our car was on fire. People were trying to wake us and they told us about the problem that our
car was on fire. We tried to extinguish the fire and then, can I just go back? When my husband came in I informed him
of the 45 men who came to assault him, and then he said that we must move away, so that these people, when they
come, they should not find him. When I told him that we should really move and that this was a threatening
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situation, he refused because he was a very stubborn person. I started crying, was so emotional, because I knew what
was going to happen.

So I requested somebody to take him to another part of the location which is Zakele and when I went to work the
following day, I went to my cousin, informed her about what is going to happen and also told him about the people who
threatened to assault him, and also the story and gave an account about the arson which has taken place.

Our cousin offered us a house and then she promised that she would go and stay with her family. This was a one-
roomed house but we endured the situation. I was working at the time and my husband was still unemployed. The police
discovered that I was still employed, the building in which I was employed was just in front of the court.

After the house belonging to Mrs Hashe was burned, the police, Mr Ndiyani and Mr du Preez, came in at work and
asked for Mrs Godolozi. When they arrived I denied that I was Mrs Godolozi, they went further and asked and then
were informed them that she's gone out. And they were angry and went up the stairs and came back again. They wanted
the manageress and made enquiries about this Mrs Godolozi, and I was called in by the manageress, and when I went
there, she showed them who I was.

They were very angry at me because I had made a fool of them, but I just kept quiet. They took me away and when I
went to SANLAM, they made enquiries again and they interrogated me. They asked me whether I had a child and I said
that I did and I told them his name. They were very angry because my child's name was Umkonto Wesizwe and wanted
to know why I gave him this name. I just told them
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that that is none of their business. We exchanged words and they were questioning me about my background, asking me
where we were staying, and I gave them an incorrect address.

One day they saw him on paper next to Mrs Hashe's place. They asked us if we stayed there and we told them that we
were not. I was kept for hours at SANLAM and they were exchanging others who came in speaking in Afrikaans, I just
kept quiet because I didn't always understand what they were saying.



When I came I informed my husband of what had happened at work. We stayed for a few days. My husband came back
and informed me about some books which he had brought along. He would bring some books at times from Lesotho and
at times he'd take them away again and would no tell me what happened, and then he would also tell me that some of the
books were banned. He told me that these books were taken to his friend. When the books were kept there, they were
asking also at the friend's place and some of the books were burned there.

The person whose house was burned was also taken away by the police. They searched the house and got these books
and this person was interrogated. He informed the police that the books belonged to my husband. They started looking
for us and we were right inside the house.

MR SMITH: Who's the person that you are referring to, whose house is burned?

MRS GODOLOZI: Sorry?

MR SMITH: Which person are you referring to whose house was burned?

MRS GODOLOZI: I'm referring to his friend, his clan name was Mbanjwa. I do not know what his real name was.
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They were always looking for my husband, searching all the places and they said they would also get this Mbanjwa.
And at times I would get a call from his mother stating that she was being terrorised by the police that she should look
for her son and inform the police where he is. There was this stay- away organisation, during that time he was reflected
on paper, after the government was threatened by this organisation that if the government didn't want to listen and
doesn't take care of what is going on then they will see what will happen.

The stay-away was very successful, it took three days, Friday, Saturday and Monday and they were going around
looking for any damaged and nothing was reported to being damaged. We stayed there and my husband was happy
because the stay-away was a success. I was still a bread winner because my husband now always on the run because the
police were looking for him.

On the 8th of May, when I woke up preparing for work, The police had come at 12 midnight. When I came back from
work I used to come and look for him to see if there was nothing which was out of place. On this day I came and
informed him about the fact that he was still looked for the police. I told him about my dream that the police were going
to take him away. I ordered him to go out fearing that my dream can be realistic and then he took some possessions and
said he would be coming back. We had our pass codes and pass words so that we did not open for the enemy. At about
12 he did not come back. He was not yet back in the morning, now I was beginning to fret about his absence.

When I woke up I went on duty, my son had been restless the previous night, but I had to wake up and go to work
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because ...(intervention).

MR SMITH: Sorry for interrupting, can we just go back a little. Can you recall whether your husband told you anything
when he left on the evening of the 8th of May where he was going to? Did your husband say where he was going to
when he left.



MRS GODOLOZI: He said to me he was going to a meeting, that is all.

MR SMITH: Was anyone with him when he left?

MRS GODOLOZI: He was going alone. When he went to the meeting I came back from work. On the 9th, I received a
telephone call and my mother in law told me that I should go via her place. When I arrived there she told me that my
husband Quaqawuli was arrested. I was also suspicious of that because he didn't come back the previous night and I also
was aware about what was always happening because the police were looking for the books.

On this day, a Wednesday, up to Friday, we didn't receive anything. On Monday I received a telephone call and my
cousin told me that my husband was at court. Because the place where I worked was just opposite the court, I p[ut down
the telephone and because we were able to move around unnoticed, I was able to go out and attend the court, but when I
arrived back, the policemen were chasing everyone away. I was so surprised why they were doing this so that people
could not attend the court but because I had disappeared from work I came back again. At one o'clock during the lunch
hour I went to court again, I went from door to door calling for my husband because at times there were people who
were at the cells.

At that moment I could hear people talking about this
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incident and the people in Port Elizabeth were talking and I overheard them talking, because they didn't know that I was
the wife to Godolozi, and the Port Elizabeth people were all affected by what the police were doing. I learned that my
husband was taken to Alexandria. Two days later my sister came, it was a long time that she was coming, so she came
to look for my husband trying to find out what happened, and it was also publicised that my husband had disappeared
together with his friend. I just told my sister that my husband was taken away and we knew that they didn't just get lost
but were taken away by them.

So my sister stayed with me, giving me the support that I wanted at the time. I cannot remember the exact date but it
was already in February 1986. At that time I went to work again because I was still employed. I told the employers that
my husband has disappeared ever since he was arrested and that nobody knows any trace about him. You know that we
were aware that the Boers at the time were so sensitive and they were arresting everybody. My sister organised a car for
us so that we can go and look for my husband. My cousin and our friends, we went to Alexandria. When we reached
Alexandria, we didn't even know where the court was because we're not familiar with the place, we didn't even know
where the police station was but, because we learned about this area, we went along to look for my husband.

My sister had a friend, a school mate at the time, these people were supportive and they assisted us and took us along
and tried to show us where we can find people who can help us to look for my husband. You know at the time
everybody was alert and aware of this disappearance of my
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husband and his friend, and we were informed that the Boers at the time were so sensitive, especially the police. There
were two policemen from Grahamstown. I did not even know them but this person was mentioning these people. We
went there, there was a policeman outside the house. When we saw this person, it was David Mtala who was a
policeman. He welcomed us and asked us what we wanted at Alexandria.



We told him about our problem and he accommodated us.

There was another policeman inside, he was a bit more mature that the other one, he looked also familiar, I knew his
father who was a pastor, he was Mr Moyia. I made enquiries and confirmed that he is. We exchanged small talk and I
was trying to approach them.

MR SMITH: I just want to get clarity on this Mrs Godolozi, did any two of the policemen say to you that they saw your
husband at any stage, were they aware that he was in custody?

MRS GODOLOZI: I had not yet asked them about this. At a later stage they asked me what we really came there for. I
informed them that we were looking for my husband. Mr Mtana told us, that really my husband was here but he had
been removed from this jail, he was no longer in Alexandria. So we were aware that he was also talking about Mr
Hashe. Mr Nqya looked to his colleague and I could see that he was taken aback about what was happening. I asked him
when they are going to stop taking our people, tossing them from pillar to post? I was also anxious because I was not
experienced and I was not accustomed to doing what these policemen wanted us to do. We were patient and tried to
persuade them to tell us where these people are. I was always afraid that take us and find us here.
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MR SMITH: Did anyone of the policemen say to you that he saw Mr Hashe and Mr Galela?

MRS GODOLOZI: Mr Mtana told us that they were both here in Alexandria and they were removed from that jail and
were taken to Lowergrans. Moyia also confirmed that. After that we went away. I was very angry at this time. They also
wanted to prevent us from being injured and I was insisting that we can be taken to the police so that they can give us
proper information about our husbands, so that we can confirm what Mtana and his colleague said. They took us to the
police station, I was accompanied by my sister, I met a policeman there, we also told them that we were looking for Mr
Godolozi who is my husband. He also thought he thought he was my brother. He looked through the records and stated
that they are not on their records. When he ..(tape ends)

.... got back. I informed her that I have I have got some information and we were advise to Mrs Hashe to go to Mr Petrus
Bresha, who was an attorney at the time. I went there to put up the case, and he took statements.

We were not staying together and were always having this fear of the police arriving time and again. My mother said the
case should be written and she should be the one who is lodging a complaint about what is happening. When we went to
court Priscilla Jana was the attorney.

MR SMITH: ...(indistinct) has already given evidence, testified that your husband's case was in fact heard in the
Supreme Court in Grahamstown. Did you attend the hearing?

MRS GODOLOZI: The Supreme Court in Grahamstown?

MR SMITH: No sorry, the Supreme Court in Port Elizabeth, that ought to be. Did you attend the hearing of the case?

MRS GODOLOZI: Correct.
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MR SMITH: Were you there when Victor Sizane gave evidence?



MRS GODOLOZI: I was there.

MR SMITH: You heard Victor Sizani giving evidence about the fact that he saw your husband and the two others in the
custody of police in Grahamstown? At that same trial also Mkuseli Nganga also gave evidence, also that he saw your
husband in Alexandria.

MRS GODOLOZI: And also that they were in Alexandria, I was also present. I explained to them what has happened in
the court and my visit to Alexandria. Mr Sizane explained that he saw my husband in Alexandria and he told the court
that he was in bandages and only the eyes were visible. He told us that Sizani was arrested also, Moyi was one of the
police, and Mr Sizani mistakenly went to a wrong cell and Mr Sizani pushed him away and insulted, but Mr Sizani at
the time had already seen my husband, and Mr Suzani is therefore my witness. The other witness is the friend to Mr
Sizani and he stated that there was confirmation that Qaqawuli Godolozi was in a cell next to his and he wrote a note
introducing himself, he wrote his name on a matchbox and on toilet paper. Unfortunately the toilet paper was taken
away because the police would remove any evidence which would confirm that the people were in custody.

MR SMITH: In court did they try and...(intervention)

MRS GODOLOZI: Yes it has.

MR SMITH: Were you aware of the evidence that had been led in the Eugene de Kock trial relating to the
disappearance of your husband and the involvement of the Vlakplaas Unit in their disappearance?

MRS GODOLOZI: Yes I learned about it but I don't know how true it is.
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MR SMITH: What eventually happened to the court case, what was the outcome?

MRS GODOLOZI: There were so many witnesses who stated that they had seen my husband, and after the court
hearing, there was nobody who could give us enough evidence, they just said they do not know anything about this. But
our attorney stated that it seems as if these people are still inside, but we are unable to enforce them to produce the
people.

MR SMITH: Did you manage to find out where your husband is or what happened to your husband?

MRS GODOLOZI: We could not get any information, besides the information that we got from the people that were
also in the cells, we do not have any other evidence besides that. I'm praying to God that everything that has happened
to my husband should come from God. I request that God through his powers, should expose these people. I would like
all the people who are implicated in the disappearance of my husband, I also wish that if my husband has been
murdered, because in one of the City Press Newspapers it was said those people were taken from airports and were
killed, they were taken from various places, Alexandria, Skinnerbos, SANLAM, every place that you can think of, they
have been taken from, but we could not confirm all that. I request that God could help us and have all the information
come from the perpetrators, because I was so emotionally involved in my husband. Even if I was hiring a place, I was
also chased or expelled, I was always expelled wherever I was going to. I was also always unemployed or would get
employment which does not pay anything.

I request and appeal that if the perpetrators have killed my husband, that they should p[lease bring his
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remains so that I can bury him in a very dignified manner. I would like them to come and confess so that we can be
reconciled.

MR SMITH: Just one last question, your son, what is he doing now, is he at school?

MRS GODOLOZI: My child Umkonto Wesizwe is twelve years old, he is doing Standard six.

MR SMITH: Is there any way in which you want the Truth Commission to assist you?

MRS GODOLOZI: I'd request that they assist me, even if he's still in the primary level, I would request that I should be
supported and assisted. My husband tied the knot whilst I was still at school, but he couldn't fulfil his dreams. He was
expelled from work and I had to be a bread winner, and I didn't have education because I would like to make my future
bright, because that was the wish of my husband.

MR SMITH: Thank you very much. The Commissioners might still have a few questions to ask you. That concludes my
questioning Mr Chairman, thank you.

Mr LEWIN: Mrs Godolozi, you mentioned that the court case, at least two people, perhaps more but at least two people
gave evidence that they had seen your husband in the prison. Are those present here today?

MRS GODOLOZI: No they are not here today. But there are so many of them.. There are so many witnesses who even
witnessed when they were arrested at the airport. It is the same witness who informed us when my husband was arrested
a few days after.

MR LEWIN: Thank you very much.
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MR SMITH: Mr Chairman I now request from the Commission to lead to the testimony of Mrs Galela.

CHAIRPERSON: Please be quiet!

MR SMITH: Mrs Galela, I'm sure that you're not as nervous as the other two might have been. At least you've had the
opportunity to listen to them giving evidence. You are also here to testify about the disappearance of your husband
Champion Galela, and the Commission has already heard evidence from Mrs Godolozi and Mrs Hashe that your
husband disappeared whilst he was in the company of Mr Hashe and Mr Godolozi. Is that correct?

Maybe we should start off by asking you to say something about yourself, when did you get married to Mr Galela?

MRS GALELA: I got married to Mr Galela in 1975. I was working at Fort Harris during those years and he was
working at a furniture shop. I am normally Rita from Newbright, we're actually from Korsten in Port Elizabeth. I have
two boys. Curly Wee and Dilgronalo Galela.

MR SMITH: What was your husband doing at the time of his disappearance?

MRS GALELA: During that time he was not working any more. He was expelled from work due to politics. He
appeared in newspapers and at work the manager would say, "No you're poison, you'll have to leave." He would get
another job and still he would be turned away, saying he is a poison, because he was actually trying to negotiate with the
Boers who were working with him. Now during his disappearance he was at the PEPCO offices in that building, Laman
Building. They were working doing cards and people were joining PEPCO during that time when he disappeared.
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I was working but not now. I went on maternity leave,

when I was eight months pregnant, I had a paraffin fridge and then after being released from the hospital I stayed two
years at home, and then in 1985 my husband disappeared. Now this really made my life miserable, because it was really
difficult to raise the children without their father.

MR SMITH: Are they at school now?

MRS GALELA: Yes they are at school. The elder one is in standard 8 and the younger one in standard 4.

MR SMITH: When did he become involved with PEPCO?

MRS GALELA: In 1982 I started realising that he was involved. I have to tell you he was very secretive but now as
time went on, he was now appearing in public.

MR SMITH: When he was involved with PEPCO and before his disappearance, was he at any stage arrested or detained
by police? He was involved because before his disappearance he would time and again be sought by the police and he
would come home very late. He didn't sleep at home for two days and then come back and go again, come back so that
the police do not get him. That was before his disappearance. The day of his disappearance, can you tell the
Commission what happened on that day?

MRS GALELA: On 8 May my husband came home with Mr Hashe from their offices and he was carrying food so that I
can prepare it for him and he told me that they have to rush to the airport for the British Consulate, but he wants to eat
first. And I told him that I was busy preparing food and it was winter a bit dark. I said to my husband, "Shall we eat
when you come back? You know that the councillors want you every time". I took a very black hat and put it on his
head, after a minute the yellow van driven by Mr Hashe who
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was already wearing a hat. My husband went out of the house with another person who was staying with us in the
house, Owise Zamile. At the time when the councillors were burning houses, seeking these children, during those times
it was AZAPO. Even if it wasn't, I wasn't sleeping in the house with my children, it was only my husband and the
children, you know, they were really guarding the situation.

Zamile tried to get into the van, and I said, "No this is not going to happen, Zamile please come back!" Because I left
Zamile and he never came back today. They went off then to go to the airport because they were really saying they were
going to the airport. Even today...(intervention)

MR SMITH: Mr Hashe and your husband, your husband was accompanied by Mr Hashe?

MRS GALELA: Yes my husband come to pick up Mr Hashe and they both left.

MR SMITH: Please, you can go on with your story.

MRS GALELA: When they left for the airport, it became dusk and they didn't come back. When I woke up in the



morning I went to my next door neighbour Mrs Hashe to find out if her husband was back and she said, no. We were
surprised because they both did not come back, but there were so many things that were happening and he was not a
person who usually went out frequently. We were concerned, wanting to know what is happening. We all knew that
they were always being looked for by the police. Mr Fazi came in in the evening with Mrs Godolozi and they were also
concerned and asked me if my husband is not yet back. We were all surprised again. Everybody was concerned because
we knew that there is this harassment from the policemen. And Lea also came in and everybody started to come in and
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house and wanted to know whether our families have come

back.

It was a few days and everybody was aware that my husband and his colleagues are not back. We wanted Fezi who had
got the information from Mrs Godolozi that they were seen. Fezi was willing to come and give witness, he didn't even
care for anybody but he said that he would give information, he saw them in custody. There were so many other
witnesses who came after.....(intervention)

MR SMITH: Did Fezi tell you where he saw your husband?

MRS GALELA: Yes.

MR SMITH: What did he say to you?

MRS GALELA: He told me that he saw them in custody. They were taken by the police. People were aware of them
and their campaign, so everybody was more aware of them and they knew what happened to them. They saw them when
they were taken.

MR SMITH: In custody at the airport or did he see them in custody at one of the police stations?

MRS GALELA: He said he saw them at the airport. Fezi lost his job because of the information that he gave us.

MR SMITH: Do you know what Fezi's surname is?

MRS GALELA: Fezi is the surname.

MR SMITH: It's fine if you don't remember. Did you ever go to the police to make enquiries or to any police station for
that matter, to make enquiries about the whereabouts of your husband?

MRS GALELA: Yes I went to various police stations. It was Mrs Hashe and myself, and there was this information that
Mrs Hashe got from Delmas prison in Cape Town, and the letter gave information that I have a star above the eye,
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I'm Sipho Hashe. Mrs Hashe showed us this letter and we took it to the organisation so that we can make enquiries, and
this was a clue that our husbands were there in Cape Town.

MR SMITH: It came out at the trial that we were talking about.



MRS GALELA: When we reached the destination in Cape Town we were not all of us allowed to come inside. Mrs
Hashe was the first one to come in, I was left behind. She stayed for a long time inside. That jail is very big and you
could not see clearly what was going on inside. The policemen surrounded her and the lady showed them the letter
making enquiries about Sipho Hashe. But when she made enquiries, they told her that they do not have Sipho Hashe.
When they looked at him they found that it is another Sipho Hashe with a scar and Mrs Hashe could see that there is a
wound and she was listening to the police. You know it was clear that Mr Hashe was the one who gave information to
this younger boy and we also confirmed that this was what was happening.

It was also clear that it was not the same Hashe.

MR SMITH: Do you recall that during June 1985 you were arrested, you were taken into custody, can you tell the
Commission about that incident please?

MRS GALELA: In June I was arrested, I was taken from my place early in the morning when I was busy preparing
breakfast for my children. When I was still busy preparing, we called the police , the system, there was a big policeman,
a huge man and I could see that there were so many Boers next to my door, and he grabbed me by the scruff of the neck
and they broke in through the ceiling. Mr Zamile Mazantsana came back very early, he was in bed, they grabbed him
also and took him along and they took this
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parcel. We did not even know how this hand grenade got into my house. But they broke into the ceiling and obtained so
many grenades but we were not aware of them.

Photos were taken about the house, it was searched all around, we were taken into custody, myself and Mr Masantsana
Mazamile. We could see that there was a crowd. A lot of policemen were standing next to my place, Mr Tungata was
amongst them and the whole system was outside because I was labelled as a terrorist. It was quite a long time that we
stayed there and I just left a message for someone to look after my children.

We went to Algoa police station, that is where I stayed for quite a long time. I was later taken, but before that they took
a statement and they put me into confinement and they said I must confess and say I know about these hand grenades. I
refused and they insisted that I should admit and say I know the grenades. It was an exchange of words and he
threatened to assault me. It was a long argument. Very late Nieuwhoudt came and took the statement together with
Tongata. I gave an explanation and gave an account of what was happening and I even explained why I was staying
with Zamile.

They asked if I knew anything about my husband and I just stated boldly that, "He should be with you", and I was also
insulting him because I was very angry. At midnight Tongata was ordered to take me home. I went back home and I
slept where my children were. In the morning when I was still washing dishes there was a big knock at the door, the
same policeman came in together with Zamile Masantsana, he was in handcuffs. I took the books which he brought
along and I knew that those books were not allowed. They were ANC EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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books and I hid them because I was afraid. But Zamile came

and said. "Sissy please take out those books". It was clear that he had already confessed and I was taken and it was said,
as an accomplice, I should accompany Zamile Masantsana. I had to take just a skirt because I was only in a night gown.
We went again to Algoa and I was locked up for two days. They released me on the third day. We went to court and
Zamile was sentenced to 12 years in prison, he has just been released.



MR SMITH: You ask attorneys to investigate the whereabouts of your husband? Is that right?

MRS GALELA: Yes.

MR SMITH: A Supreme Court application was brought in the same way as it was brought for Mr Hashe and Mr
Godolozi, is that right?

MRS GALELA: Yes.

MR SMITH: Did you also attend the court hearings in the Supreme Court, Port Elizabeth?

MRS GALELA: Yes.

MR SMITH: And you heard me putting certain statements which were made by witnesses in the court, Victor Sizani
and Mkuseli Nonganga? Were you present when they were giving evidence. In particular Sizani was giving evidence to
the effect that he saw your husband, Mr Godolozi and Mr Hashe in the custody of police at Alexandria Police Station?
You were present when he gave that evidence? And likewise, Mr Nomganga also gave evidence. You were also present
in Court when that evidence was given? Are you aware by the evidence which had been led in the Eugene de Kock trial,
where reference was made to the involvement of the Vlakplaas Unit in the disappearance of your husband? You're
aware of that? EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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But you were not present obviously? You were not present at the hearing but you are aware? Okay.

Mrs Galela, what do you believe, where is your husband? Do you have any thoughts about it?

MRS GALELA: I learned that they were killed by the police and there was an allegation that he committed suicide, but
I do not believe that. If you haven't buried your loved one, you always have suspicions that, "I didn't bury my loved
one", and if they have killed my husband, I'd like him to be brought home again so that I can make a dignified funeral
for him. I would like them to confess and state why they killed my husband and would like to know who were the
perpetrators and the murderers of my husband, so that we can be able to reconcile. If we have washed our hands we will
be glad, we'll reconcile because we'll never resurrect them. We will never make them live again. We don't want their
disappearance to remain indefinitely. At least the truth must come. We are glad today that there is this Truth
Commission and we appeal to it that it should to trace our husbands.

MR SMITH: How would you like the Commission to assist you?

MRS GALELA: I would like the Commission to help us, because e we are struggling with my family. We are targets,
when there are electricity problems, we are the first ... (end of tape) ... in the same boat and we are unable to assist each
other. If for instance there is a knock at my door, it won't be and I will learn that the same thing has happened to her. All
the Boers have done the same thing. What they did to me they were doing to Mrs Hashe because we are neighbours. So
I request and appeal to the Commission that they should be able to support us, to give assistance

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

47 GALELA

we cannot even make lives of our children to be enjoyable. At least we'd like to enjoy the same standard of living as the
majority of the people.



God is still with us and he is supporting us in his own way, but we'd like at least to be assisted like any other family to
grow together with our children and in a dignified manner. The doors are still cracked because we struggle to have
money. My house was a target, they would kick everything out of place. Kick windows. In the morning the children, or
even during the night the children would wake up and see a lot of light, torches and everybody was going around our
house and I'm referring to the police if I talk about this. I would the people to understand how we feel and I would like
the Commission to assist in this regard.

MR SMITH: Nombulela thank you very much, Mr Chairman that concludes my questioning of the witness.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you any?

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like to ask another question, this question was also for Mrs Hashe. If the Commission
has all the powers to investigate and find out the truth and realise there is a possibility of getting information of what
happened to your husbands, do you give us permission to go on with this investigation?

MRS GALELA: Yes we can all be glad.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions here? Any other questions?

Thank you very much.

---------------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Fezile Donald Jacobs to the stand.

FEZILE DONALD MADODA JACOBS: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Jacobs you are a very young man and you have spent many years in detention, tortured, deeply hurt.
We are glad that you have come to the Commission because we would like to hear your story. Ms Tiny Maya is going to
assist you by asking you questions about that so that you can tell us everything that's in your heart. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Fezile Jacobs at Cradock, Lingelihle is that right?

MR JACOBS: Yes.

MS MAYA: I find out in this report that you have been a victim many a times, you have been detained, kept in the cells.
Sometimes you have been charged many a times and sometimes you wouldn't be charged and they would keep you in
prison month and month. Can you please explain to the Commission who are you? Why have you been led to that kind
of a situation?

MR JACOBS: I am Madoda Jacobs, at 22 Jolera Street at Lingelihle. I am staying with my grandmother there. I started
schooling in 1970. In 1980 where there was a school boycott I was also one of those pupils who took part. Well I joined
the student organisation Cosas, but most unfortunately I was detained in October just before we
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started our final examinations in November.

I stayed in those cells. The charge was that it was a public inauguration. Well I went to see the magistrate. On the 23rd
of February I was released and they said I wasn't charged at all.

In 1983, because I went back to school to carry on with my studies, in 1983 Matthew Goniwe arrived at Cradock. I was
very lucky to be one of the pupils to be taught by him. It was in standard 8. The Commission has already received the
news from the widowers of those slain. Qwalaba(?) was also there. We were working together in this organisations
which were Tradora and Cradoya. I think the widowers have already indicated that they were expelled. I was also
involved in that. I really associated myself with all these things.

But one other thing that happened, it was that on the 27th of March when there was again another boycott for schools I
was sent into solitary confinement in Somerset East. I stayed there for one week. They were also caught. He was really
handcuffed. I am referring now to Matthew. We were sent to Port Elizabeth at Sanlam Building. We received



documents of the Section 28, I think it was about one o'clock in the morning. We were sent to Pollsmoor Prison in the
Cape. Well it was heavy there, but James Krickery(?) was our watchman. As you know he was also looking after
Madiba.

Well I think it was now after six months, I left him there. I was now being accused of public violence. I was sent to
Somerset West.

MS MAYA: When was this?

MR JACOBS: I think it was in September. I was being sent
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straight to Cradock. I was supposed to appear in the court for things that I did not know. It was not only there by court
but I think I was being accused of many things as well. I stayed at Somerset in solitary confinement, it wasn't me alone.
Many of us were there, even members from Cradock. Luckily Mr Siwiza was handling the case. I went out a free man.
They said no you are free.

MS MAYA: How many months did you stay in prison?

MR JACOBS: If I count well it was from March that I have already indicated until October. I think it's eight or nine
months.

Well I was released and I went home. They also came back. I think now Cradock, it has been explained already that it
was under a very sharp eye of the police and the security forces. I was still staying with this granny that I am staying
with today. It was during that time, in 1985 on February the 3rd I was arrested because there was a member of the police
who was murdered. I was fetched from home being accused and they said to me, no you killed a policeman. I said no I
didn't take part in anything. I wanted to have a picture of exactly what happened.

On the day when they arrived they were driving caspers. They were all around the town looking for me. Well when I
arrived at home they were not there anymore, everything wasn't in its position. They were looking even in the toilet.
That is when I called Matthew. I said to him Matthew I want to go and clear myself from those people, how can we do
this? Can you come with me? Yes, we went together. They said oh you have an attorney. Well he cursed that policeman.

When we arrived at the police station there was a guard EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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of honour. I was put into a room, a very big room. The tables and the chairs were removed. They started tearing my shirt
off. The tracksuit that I was wearing was also turn off. I was left in that room. That is where they started assaulting.
Then they hit me with chairs as naked as I was. They suffocated me. They poured me with a lot of water. Matthew
arrived. During that time blood was all over. I couldn't speak, I couldn't see anything. If the Commission can just
imagine, I have marks on my face. I was being kicked. I fell on the ground. Whites were really kicking me. I was now
taken into solitary confinement. That is where I used to get just one light from a torch.

MS MAYA: Do you have any names of those people who killed you, who assaulted you?

MR JACOBS: Yes. One of them is Gous, he is now in Port Elizabeth. Mr Venter and Mr Hough and a Black policeman
who passed away called Buzani. And Chris Labuschagne. That is where I was now sent into this cell. I asked them to
find me some tablets, and they said yes within a few minutes but never came up.

Now the third day Moli arrived. He shouted, he was together with Chalmers, that is where I could identify by the voice.

MS MAYA: Were you not taken to the hospital?



MR JACOBS: No not at all. I was taken by the police and we went to Cradock. There was another guy who was
involved in the Murder and Robbery who is Strydom, he was together with another one. I asked them, can you please
take me to the doctor, they said yes we are taking you to the doctor now. When we came back I was told to confirm that
really I was involved. I said no. Mr Mpati from Grahamstown arrived.
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I think the speaker for this Eastern Province Cape also asked some people to visit me. Mr Mpati was there. They gave
the statement of the clothes that I was wearing that day and the details thereof. I stayed in solitary confinement. I was
released and sent to Graaf Reinet. I was released on R500,00 bail.

MS MAYA: Now as you have been accused that you killed a policeman where did these accusations end? ...(tape ends)
Were you released on May 1985 after being accused of killing a policeman you were arrested once more?

MR JACOBS: Yes I was really arrested again. I didn't get any rest. It was in July 1986. I only stayed a month. In 1986
July I was sent to - it was now 1989, I was released after 1989, this time I had restrictions, house arrest. I was supposed
to report to the police station twice a day that I am still around at Cradock. If I remember well from 1986 in July up to
1989, it's about three years.

MS MAYA: Were any accusations put on you?

MR JACOBS: No nothing.

MS MAYA: Now what were you doing for these three years?

MR JACOBS: I was just, I was in cell, nobody interrogated me, no questions at all. I was just sitting.

MS MAYA: You were released in April 1989, did you rest after that?

MR JACOBS: I think for some time yes, but the fact that really affected me was the restriction, you know a question of
not meeting any people. This really affected me a lot.

MS MAYA: Now these restrictions how did they affect you as well?

MR JACOBS: Now these restrictions just before they could end I was told the ANC and other organisations were now
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unbanned, that's where I started resting.

MS MAYA: In this report that you have put before us I read six times where you were caught, what were you doing
inside the prison cells?

MR JACOBS: I was assaulted except only the state of emergency 1986, 1989, but after Matthew's funeral I was one of
the victims who was assaulted, whose clothes was red with blood, I was told to explain where are others. I had to
pinpoint. Stanza also passed away, he was one of those people who were being sought by the police and Orbet. I think
Orbet is now working at the Shell House for the ANC. It was difficult in those times but one had to really bear.

MS MAYA: Did you try to do anything, did you try to take these policemen to the court?

MR JACOBS: No it was only once when I was sent to Mortimer. The police said to me I had to go and submit a charge.



No, after submitting a charge at the police station I never followed anything. Well everything ended at the hands of the
police.

MS MAYA: Do you want us to go back, is there anything maybe that we have left behind?

MR JACOBS: Well from my release at Pollsmoor they said I should find out about articles on the TV, everything was
not publicised about this because they wanted to know how were the inmates of the cells doing. That is where I was
taken to Port Elizabeth. This was in connection with the statement that I took out.

MS MAYA: Before you came to the Truth Commission you have a wish, you have a request?

MR JACOBS: Yes it's true.

MS MAYA: What do you want to say about that?
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MR JACOBS: I am a person with two children and I am also staying with a grandmother. I have many years staying
unemployed and I was always detained time and again, and this made me to be a person who has passed matric at 23, it
was in 1993. I am now just unemployed. We are dependent on the money which is received by the old pensioner who is
my grandmother. At times I get odd jobs and I get some little earnings to bring back.

MS MAYA: How old are the children that you are talking about?

MR JACOBS: The first born is 11 years old, is doing standard 2. The last born is two and a half years. He is supposed to
go to creche this year.

MS MAYA: Is there anything that you would like to say?

MR JACOBS: No there isn't.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much Tiny. Who is this Tongata, is it a policeman?

MR JACOBS: I last knew him as a security officer in Port Elizabeth.

REVEREND TUTU: Did he assault you whilst he was a security officer?

MR JACOBS: Yes it is so.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you.

MR SANDI: Mr Jacobs the police at this time Mr Jacobs that they arrested you in 1986 knew very well that you were a
great friend to Mr Matthew Goniwe, is that so?

MR JACOBS: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: And during that period was Mr Goniwe already dead?

MR JACOBS: Yes it was like that.
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MR SANDI: During this period when you were arrested from '86 and '89 is there anything or any questions that were
directed to you about Mr Goniwe?

MR JACOBS: Yes it is so because there were so many things that they asked me. I was informed that my friend who
was also a teacher and who taught me this communism is now deceased. Let me explain that, at Louis Le Grange there
was a bottle it contained water, I don't know how does it smell, that is where I was showed this hand of Mrs Sicqtelo(?)
Goniwe and then they said this is one of the baboon hands that is kept in this bottle and I knew that Sicqtelo was buried
without his hand.

MR SANDI: Who showed you this hand, was it the policemen?

MR JACOBS: Yes, it was Mr Hattingh. There is another one he has recently been charged, Nieuwoudt is now charged,
he is the one also who showed me this hand.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us or is there anything that the police said during '86?

MR JACOBS: Those are the highlights that I can remember.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much. I would also like to thank you because nobody could prohibit you to go
further with your education because you were made to discontinue education due to these detentions, but you told
yourself that you would go on even if you are old. We are very grateful as I had said before to others, we are very
grateful about your contribution to this armed struggle.

The other thing that the Commission would do is that it would take all these things and put them in front so that the
world can know about them, and we would make it a point that we do not forget about these things. Our wish is that
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all these things that you have told us, and all those that have been given, we would like that they would never happen
again in our country. Thank you very much.

------------------
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DR BORAINE: Mr Chairperson I have one comment to make and one request to ask from yourself. First I would like to
express all of our appreciation to Ms Tiny Maya who has been ill for two days and despite that with remarkable
efficiency and skill has helped the Commission enormously in its task and I would like to just pay that tribute to her.

Secondly, Mr Chairperson I'd like your permission not to adjourn at this time. We only have one last witness to hear and
I want to propose that we continue and have tea at the conclusion.

REVEREND TUTU: I think that is very sensible coming from a Methodist, yes.

DR BORAINE: With your permission Mr Chairperson I invite Joe Thethinene Jordan to come to the stand. Good
afternoon Mr Jordan.

MR JORDAN: Good afternoon.

DR BORAINE: You are making a little bit of history by being the last witness we are hearing in the historic opening
hearings in the Eastern Cape of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and we welcome you.

JOE THETHINENE JORDAN: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Jordan I am not going to talk about your present office, but I am going to say that it's in very strong
contradiction and very different from the time when
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you suffered a great deal for your political beliefs. You were harassed and assaulted and tortured continuously and it's a
remarkable thing that you are alive to tell the story and we are delighted and we are very pleased that you are here and
Mr Ntsiki Sandi is going to lead you as you tell your story. Thank you very much.

MR JORDAN: Thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Mr Jordan when we were talking you said your history is a long one. If you could
talk especially about the statement that you have given to us, is that so?

MR JORDAN: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: Mr Jordan you stay here at East London?

MR JORDAN: Yes it is so.



MR SANDI: How long have you been here?

MR JORDAN: It is over 20 years.

MR SANDI: What are you doing presently?

MR JORDAN: I am a member of the legislature in Bisho Eastern Cape Province.

MR SANDI: I am certain that there was no reason for you to ask for permission to be here because you share the
Parliament.

MR JORDAN: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: I can see that even the speaker of the Parliament Linda is also here.

MR JORDAN: Yes it is.

MR SANDI: There in the legislature is there a committee?

MR JORDAN: Yes it is local government Chairperson. I am also in the Agricultural Standing Committee.

MR SANDI: The evidence that you are going to give us today, as I understand it, it is in connection with on the
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2nd of September 1985 when you were arrested. Can you tell us what happened during the day when you were arrested?

MR JORDAN: When I went to summarise this long story of that day because I said we can take three hours giving the
history if I have to give details, but presently I would just like to state that on this second day of August the time was
after one. I was from home. I was staying at Pembelele at the time. I was going to the garage to take the car which was
at service. Coming back from there my friend Vuyisile Mabeka joined me, he was staying at Tsolo at the time. He was
also going to town so I gave him a lift. On our way when we were joining the highway we discovered that there are
police, there were soldiers, forces in camouflage uniform, when we got there along the road there was the other one who
came to me and was followed by two others. When he came nearer to me he said here is this one who drives the green
Cortina who is the one who takes the people and transports them.

MR SANDI: What problem was he referring to at Duncan Village?

MR JORDAN: At that time it was not stable. The conditions were not stable. It was riots.

MR SANDI: Is that the time when the massacre at Duncan Village took place?

MR JORDAN: I think the previous day it was a mass funeral for the people who were killed at Duncan Village. Well I
asked him which car. He accused me, he said keep quiet you know the car, even yesterday you were driving that car to
fetch Suwisa and you transported Steve Tshwete as well.

Well I wanted to - I didn't want to show him that I have information. I was forced to talk to them because of
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the firearms they were having. I was assaulted on that day, and I was made to lie on my stomach very close to the



Hippo, joining others who were already arrested.

MR SANDI: Now among the people who you transported as the soldiers arrested you, you said Mr Steve Tshwete was
also there, is he the Minister of Sport today?

MR JORDAN: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you transport him as well to the funeral?

MR JORDAN: Yes I fetched him from Mdantsane to go to the funeral. Because of the bad conditions we had to change
cars because mine was already known.

MR SANDI: Well after having been arrested for transportation of people ...(intervention)

MR JORDAN: Yes I was arrested to transport Mr Steve Tshwete and other people, especially the people whom I used to
transport to the hospital when they were shot.

MR SANDI: What happened after you had been made to lie down on your stomachs?

MR JORDAN: Three police vans came and we were all put in and we were sent to Duncan Village Police station. That
is where a guard of honour was already in order. They had sjamboks and every kind of weapon assaulting us.

MR SANDI: Can I take you back a little while. You said you were made to lie on the floor on your stomachs, how did
you feel when you were made to lie on the floor?

MR JORDAN: It's not a very nice thing to be instructed to lie on your stomach by another man. You know the
onlookers were there having a look.

MR SANDI: And from there you were taken to a police station?

MR JORDAN: Yes.
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MR SANDI: Which police station?

MR JORDAN: It was Duncan Village police station. We were welcomed by sjamboks and everything that they were
using to hit us, but when we entered into the rooms three of them were first - they were put right at the corner and they
were boxed, they were assaulted. They were asked where did they meet me. They said no he arrived as we were already
at the proceeding, we didn't even see him. At that time Captain van Wyk arrived.

MR SANDI: What did they use to assault you?

MR JORDAN: It was the gun pipes and the sjamboks.

MR SANDI: Were they beating you all over the body?

MR JORDAN: It's not very easy if you hit a man and then he jumps over the fence but you know there was blood.

MR SANDI: You said van Wyk arrived, what happened then?

MR JORDAN: Well I was put aside, my turn was also coming. Van Wyk came in, he was from Cambridge, he was
together with Mahlewu(?) and Radie, they were three in number. Van Wyk was wearing shorts, wearing a vest with a
towel, wearing takkies as if he was from a gym. He entered and he saw me, he said Joe, today I've got you. He



instructed the police that were there, he said don't touch that one, you cannot touch him he's an executive you don't have
right to touch him.

MR SANDI: You say Van Wyk, Radie and Mahlewu arrived, are they the three policemen?

MR JORDAN: Yes.

MR SANDI: Were they the security?

MR JORDAN: Yes they were the security.

MR SANDI: Where is Mahlewuas we are talking now?

MR JORDAN: He passed away.
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MR SANDI: What killed him?

MR JORDAN: No I don't know, he just died, I don't know what killed him really.

MR SANDI: You said they were instructed to put you aside then they will deal with you in a separate case? The
Commission is listening Mr Jordan you can carry on.

MR JORDAN: Statements were taken from all of them, I was the last. When it was my turn they said we don't know
whether to take a statement from you because we were told that there are people who can be in a very good position to
handle me. Well we were taken with others, we were put into the cell without any statement having been taken. You
know I wasn't told why was I charged. No fingerprints were taken. I only was taken to a prison cell.

MR SANDI: The statement says there is a special man who has to deal with you, did you understand what that meant?

MR JORDAN: No I only knew when I met those guys that I was told they would attend to me.

MR SANDI: You said you were put aside?

MR JORDAN: Yes I was together with other people who I found there and we were put into the cell.

MR SANDI: What happened in the afternoon after eight o'clock?

MR JORDAN: The first one was called in. It was the police who called him, he was wearing a uniform. He was together
with a Black man who was wearing private clothes. They stepped in. They called the first one by his name and he
answered, and they said we should follow.

It wasn't long after we have left with him we heard a cry from the offices close to the cells that we were in. This cry
carried on for 30 to 35 minutes. As I was worried
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the second one was now being called. The second one was called, the second thing happened, I think it was Zola. The
first one I can't remember. It was Zola Mtensilana the second one. He took what was awaiting him as well. After 25
minutes the screaming went off. Then the second - the screaming was so loud, but after some time it went down.



MR SANDI: Do you think the screaming was from a person who has been beaten?

MR JORDAN: No it doesn't seem as if he was beaten, he was actually being beaten. No he couldn't be audible because
he was next door and what we could only hear it was the scream because one can hear that clearly from a prison cell. I
was the third one to be called in. This policeman first entered and I was to follow him. My name was called and I stood
up. They asked me why don't you shout, why don't you scream when we call your name. They said you have to say
"Thank you Mkosi", and I said no I don't have any chief here in the cells. They said oh well you will follow us.

Well I went on after them, entering the door. There was a white chief standing there. He was wearing boots. He was
wearing khaki shorts from the railway. He had a butt. He was having a mop in his hands as if he was mopping the blood
on the floor. Everything was being mopped to the door and they said stop here so that we can finish. Well they finished
mopping the floor and I was told to enter the room. While I was in the room this policeman in uniform never entered the
room but the private one came in. There was another one who was mopping the floor and the other one was sitting
around the table and the other one was opposite. He was wearing a sweat band normally worn by rugby players. He had
a beer in his hands. He was drinking, sitting around
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the table. When I entered the room he said to me - and I said to him I am fine. He said are you alright? I said yes. He
said can you now take off the clothes that you are wearing. I looked at the condition and I said to resist here is going to
be a problem, can I just take my clothes off. Well I took off my clothes and I was only left in my underwear. The one
drinking beer said to me come and - if you go to bed with your girlfriend do you leave underwear on. He went on to say
I say to you if you go to bed with your girlfriend do you leave underwear on your person. I said no. He said can you
now take your underwear off. Oh well I took it off.

There was a bench at the corner. This bench had handcuffs that were hanging and something like ropes and belts. There
are electric cables there and something that looked like a battery charger. It was at the corner. It was connected to that
cable. They said to me I must lie. I said well let me go and lie. Lying down they used bandages at the wrists and at the
feet, at the ankles and they said we are now giving your girlfriend. They said can you please squat. Oh well I squatted.
Now my feet were taken underneath the bench, I was handcuffed at the ankles on top of those bandages and these belts
were taken, I was fastened onto this bench, the whole body, the only thing left was the head. It was up to the shoulders.
After that the guy with a can in his hand stood up and he said to me do you know me? I said no I don't. He said don't
you want to know me? I said, no. He said I am Dr Labuschagne. Now the reason I am here is to come and to help you. I
want to treat you about this communism disease you have.

Sergeant Malunga said - well they took something from
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the button and he said can you check that whether it is working. The other one took it and came towards my direction
and they said switch it on. It was switched on right at that thing that I referred to as a battery charger. They said can you
please test it, we want to see whether it works. While he was coming straight to me the other man stood up. There was
water in the bucket. Just before they could start with the button on me they said wait we should first apply water and test
whether it's working. Well they poured me with water then they put the button on me. You could understand yourself,
imagine electric on water.

He said there are two things that we are supposed to have done, seeing that you are a very stubborn person and you are
not prepared to come and speak the truth it's either you speak the truth or either you give us the whole information about
the questions that we ask you. I said you can carry on, ask me questions, ask me what you want to know. You said
before I asked you, you said from school you were together with your teacher, you said he was teaching politics. I said
no, he is Rine Mapisa. I said no I don't know but I am used to him. He said he taught you these politics. You know he



was making a joke and he said that person is now epileptic. I think you are going to end up there as well.

Well I kept quiet. You know I was really waiting for the question, the real question. He said yesterday Mugabela sent
you to - he said to you go, I am giving you an order to go to Zipuzana, you were supposed to have started at eight. Nine
has already past and now where is Steve? He talked everything that he knew and I said yes that is right. He mentioned
that to me. He asked whether I went to fetch
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Steve, I said yes. He asked me where did I fetch him. I told him that I fetched him from the office at the highway. They
asked with whom was he, and then I stated that it was Geoff Siwisa and Tangana. Did you bring them here? I said, yes.
He asked why didn't you come together with them there through the gate? I said no I reported that I changed them to
another car because I knew that you know this car that I am driving, so we had to change cars. So they were in front of
me so I was just following behind. So it was clear that they had gone past. So I was told that that was my first offence to
make them run away.

Secondly I was asked to tell after the mass funeral and everything that he was investigating people because everybody
was being instigated by him, would like to know where Steve Tshwete was because he was a great instigator. I told
them that the commander said to me I must go and fetch him, so I do not know who gave him the information that he
should go elsewhere. So that is where that problem started. All hell broke loose and they said they can see that I am
resisting to tell the truth. They said they are going to say everything and they said they are going to do everything at
their best.

There was a bucket next to the bench. There was a small plastic which is like a car tube of the tyre, but it's tinier than
that one. It was taken off from this water and then it was put on my head. This person checked my tongue, removed the
plastic again and asked me why do I take my tongue outside. He asked me if I want to stop breathing. He also tested my
teeth and asked me why don't I have canine teeth. I was unable to state but I just told him that my teeth decayed. He said
to me so you are the one who uses
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grenades because the handgrenades destroy the teeth. They took again the plastic and put it over my head. You can
imagine that how can you breathe if you have a plastic over your head. The water was then thrown over my body and
they connected these and I was electrocuted. The weights were on the bench were so strong and heavy that you were
unable to do anything even if you have a heavy weight you had to stay stable in the bench. I tried to struggle but I was
unable to do anything about this. The electrocution continued for a long time. I was screaming all the time and I realised
that I was losing consciousness.

The man who was there drinking beer, if I can estimate his weight he was between 80 and 90 kilograms. He stood on
my body with his boots and jumped over my body. He jumped, he's the person who injured me greatly. He was jumping
up and down over my back. I think it was about three occasions. I felt that even if the weights were holding me I could
feel that something was going wrong. They asked me if I want to tell the truth, I said I do not know Steve Tshwete. I do
not know where he went after he left these grounds. You may go to Mgabela and find out from him what happened to
Steve but you won't get any further truth from me, this is the truth that I know. They said okay let us untie you so that
we can plead with you, so that you can give us the information that we want.

It was very difficult for me to sit on the bench. I sat on the floor. They took me again to the table on which they were
having beer. There was a small blanket, brown blanket, now I could feel that my body was giving way. They took a
briefcase and it was put next to the bench. I was told to open it and I refused.
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MR SANDI: Can I just disturb you. During all this period who was the person who was available, is it Dr Labuschagne
who was doing this?

MR JORDAN: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who is the other one?

MR JORDAN: Yes it was Dr Labuschagne, and the other one was a Black person and the third one I do not know him.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

MR JORDAN: But Labuschagne, Sergeant Nefling, something like that, he was at court, but Labuschagne didn't appear
in court. They pleaded with me to open the briefcase again and I still refused because I didn't know whose briefcase was
this and I didn't know what was inside it. They pleaded with me for a long time, and said as I am giving problems they
told me that this is the estate. I said even if it is an estate you are the people who know about this estate and I am not
interested in it.

One man opened it, and the minute he opened it he said to me, there were bundles and bundles of R50,00 notes, and
they said if you tell us where Steve is we buy you a car, you buy you a car and a house and we give you all this money,
if only you can tell us where Steve Tshwete is, we want him. You just involve yourself in something, we don't want you,
we want Steve Tshwete. I said you can take your money. What I said before I told you that I do not know him. They
dragged me with my feet and they fastened me again. Dr Labuschagne jumped again. He said he is treating me and he
told me that I am Dr Labuschagne, I am here to treat you. They continued with the electrocution. Even in my genitals
they did this. They did all that they can do, even through my anus they did this. They electrocuted me
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through every hole that they could find in my body. And on my head there was this tube, I was suffocated, I couldn't
cry, I couldn't do anything.

At the end they removed the tube. They took a stick and somebody fetched a stick, they brought it along. I was beaten
on the sole of my feet because my feet were just hanging. I could not count how many times I was beaten until I was
numb. They were just carrying on and I didn't feel anything at the time.

They came back again and took these charges. They electrocuted me again. I do not know what ended. The only thing
that I can remember is that I passed out and I was revived in the cells. My belongings were just next to me. There was
my next door neighbour who was also staying in the same vicinity where I stayed, I was shocked again to feel
somebody kicking me on the ribs. When I turned my head I was told to stand up. When I was standing up I could see
that it's only the head that could, the arms, all my limbs were unable to move. There was some pain on the spine and I
couldn't move.

Major de Villiers was the one who was also, he was the one who was kicking me. He was a major at Fleet Street and the
Duncan Village Police station you know it was at Fleet Street at that day. Major de Villiers said I must stand up. I told
him that ...(tape ends) ... the police station, I was dragged along. Imagine, I was naked. I was dragged along. You know
it was not the lawn, starting from the stairs I was dragged along. It was only the arms now which had regained the
strength. When I was just before the police station there was one man, Mr Ngwane who was the owner of the garage. He
was moving out of the police
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station, when he saw me he was shocked and he even put his hand on the mouth. I was unable to get into the police
station because the steps were very high. They kicked me and they couldn't do anything because I was really unable to
move. So they picked me up, put me in one of the cells. The bandits were there were taken and were ordered to dress me
up. The bandits would not consider the condition in which I was. They didn't even think and consider what I was
suffering from. They were not aware that my back was injured. They dragged me along and put clothes on me. Whilst
they were dressing me I was told that there was a statement that I was supposed to give.

I was asked what had happened. I said the only thing that I can say is that ask from the commanders of this police
station, the only thing that I can say is that I was arrested in a certain point and then I was brought in here. That is all
that I could say to them. I refused to give them the information of what happened in the cells and I said that one, I will
give as evidence at court. Then after that they took the fingerprints. As they didn't take fingerprints before it was the first
time that they were taking these fingerprints.

We were told that we would be taken to court. When we got there we were alighting from this, Zola was the one who
was transporting me. There were three others. When we were going to underground at the cells there were policemen.
Mostly it was the Black policemen and most of them I didn't know.

MR SANDI: Are there any lawyers who went to the cells?

MR JORDAN: No, no, there was nobody who came to visit me at the time. Zola is the person who was carrying me
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I was unable to walk. Zola was in front and the others were at the back. When he was carrying me the arm was removed.
After that I was dropped down and then the others ran away. At this stage a doctor came in and he came to take me.
They said they are going to test my blood pressure and give me treatment. The doctor said the condition of the person is
beyond attention of this prison so I was supposed to get medical treatment. Then we went to the magistrate's court later
on. There was a blanket, I had to lie on the ground because I was paralysed.

During the time when we were giving evidence the magistrate was unable to see me because I was on the floor. He
asked who is the fourteenth man, and then I was pointed. He asked what was happening. I explained what happened and
then the case was postponed. There were children who are less than 15 years old who were assaulted so he said those
two boys and myself should be sent to the doctor otherwise we should be taken to the hospital otherwise we are not
supposed to go back to the cells, together with the one whose arm was broken. We were packed into the van and we
were taken to the cells and not to the hospital. The problem that I was having is that I was unable to urinate. That was
very painful. I know I was feeling pain all over the body but that one was crucial.

The lawyers came and they came when I was at court and it was said I was sent to the hospital. The lawyers came again
after quarter past five the same day when I was from court and I was taken to the lawyers and I gave my statement, then
they said they want me to be taken to the hospital. I was not taken to hospital. They agreed that they will but they never
did until the following day the
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lawyers came again on a Wednesday and ordered them. Again they said they will take me to the hospital. At the end
they took me to hospital.

There was also a conflict there because the doctor said I must be admitted, then it was said I should be admitted to the
hospital. When I was at casualty Major de Villiers at Fleet Street, he pulled the trolley and asked where am I going to.
He was told that no I was being admitted. He said no this is my prisoner, and the doctor said this is my patient, so there
was an argument, a strong argument, and the lawyers said this side, this is my client and everybody was claiming me.



The doctor saying my patient, the police said my prisoner and the lawyers saying my client until the lawyer arrived and
he had to take the responsibility he intervened and hit De Villiers with his elbow and then he was moved back.
Immediately I was rushed through the ward and I couldn't go to the casualty because of the chaos which was taking
place. One of the policemen was instructed here to, I've forgotten the others, and then they instructed them to prevent
this and then I was admitted. I was hospitalised for months. I received care and everybody was trying to do his best to
restore my health to its normal position. But I can remember that I stayed about nine months. I was discharged from
hospital.

Before I was discharged the doctor came and said the police at Cambridge said the doctor should phone them when I am
being discharged, so I was supposed to be discharged, to go earlier before the day in which I was supposed to be
discharged to protect me from the brutality.

Naude came also before I was discharged. I was still in bed when I thought that I should escape from hospital.
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When he came here he spoke Xhosa. He took the glass and was drinking some water and said to me, he rubbed me and
said, no you are not thin as we expected and he took the glass and threw me with water and everybody who was in the
ward was shocked. So when I discovered that I was still wanted by these people I decided to escape from hospital before
the day which I was supposed to be discharged.

I realised that the youth which was arrested and also brought to hospital they were also still here and they could not be
discharged before I could attend the case. I had to go to court because some of the children who were still detained
could not be released before I can give evidence so I had to go for their sake. When I went there I was still on crutches
and when I went to court I was detained again and I went to Westbank. I stayed there. It was difficult for me. During all
this period, about three years from '86 to 1989, March, I was in detention. I got a visit only once, nobody was allowed to
visit me. I was always in the single cells because I was regarded as poisonous.

When I complained about the fact that I was not receiving enough treatment, medical treatment, Captain Hageman(?)
came in. I was from Kimberley at the time because at some stage I was referred to Kimberley, but later on I was
transferred to Frere Hospital. From there Radie and Naude took me and then they said no your mother is working here at
Frere Hospital so we are taking you from here because your mother is looking after you, so let us take you to another
hospital which is at the prison. I went to Westbank and the following day, I think it was 4 a.m. I was taken again and
transported at the back so the chairs were removed from this combi at the back, so there were

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

18 T JORDAN

mattresses there and I was sitting on them. I was unable to walk so I had to lie on these mattresses. We went to
Kimberley and I was detained in the single cells. I think I stayed for about seven to nine months in the single cell, then I
was supposed to come.

The other thing that affected me, which made me very bitter and resentful is.....

MR SANDI: Can I ask, is that the SAD Hospital in Kimberley?

MR JORDAN: No it was jail, it was just a sarcasm that I was being taken to hospital. Then I was detained here in this
Kimberley. When I was complaining for medical treatment I would be taken to the prison's hospital and then I was told
that they were saying they were going to order the prisoners to slash my face with razor blades.

Naude came during this period, Mala was also together with him. They took me in 1987, between 1987 and 1988, I
think it was during the time when there was (...indistinct). We came back on that road. In this Sierra the people were



entertaining themselves. There was a rifle here with three magazines. The first thing that came to my mind was that I am
going to be assaulted, so I wanted to grab one of them and take one of the rifles but I realised that this might be the trap
because maybe they wanted me to take these so that they can assault me. We overtook two buses on our way. There
were people on the road. During their discussion because it was another police car which was here all the policemen
who were there went out next to the car. I was taken out. I was a little bit better now and my back I think you can see
my back is bent now it is the consequences of the assault. When we were there along the road beers and some meat was
taken out. Naude asked me do I know the taste EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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of the beer. I said no. He said do I remember, he asked me if I remember what this reminds me of. I said no. The only
thing that they were doing they were torturing me, harassing me, pointing fingers at me. The dumpies were then taken
and they would take the R5 and shoot at these bottles. They will always do this and take the bottle, put it on the boot and
then they would shoot it as a target, and when they shoot it as a target, this bottle, they would make it the bullets would
pass next to my head. I kept quiet because I was asking myself what was their intention of doing this. They tried to give
me the meat but I refused. They forced me, they said I am going to eat the meat. I said I won't. I asked them when they
said they were taking me along did they want to give me meat. So they had already taken their share and I told them that
they should have called me to be part of them so that I can take part in this braai. The others said to me we have just
removed the rubble which was done by your friends.

We travelled again along, and then we went straight to East London. They were under the influence of alcohol at the
time. I think the car was driven at a speed of 200 kilometres per hour. When we were next to Grahamstown we were at
the curve and we nearly missed the corner but in the end we arrived at our destination in East London and it was during
the night.

Hageman was brought along and they were told that this person is the most dangerous, and they were also told that if
they are taken to a communal cell they should make sure that there should be somebody to monitor his movements
because we know how influential he is. I knew Hageman from Kimberley Prison and that he was going - we knew each
other
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very well, and I think that he was informed already about the fact that I was coming also.

On the second week I requested that I should be given medical treatment. Hageman told me that you will never get any
treatment, you must wait for your death. He went away and went to (...indistinct). He looked at my (...indistinct) and
asked what is the problem with your (...indistinct) because it looks like a pigsty and he aliked me to a pig and I retaliated
by saying the same thing about him. It was said that I was supposed to go to the hospital again. I went to Fort
Glamorgan which is a prison. Hageman was already there and Sergeant Kitchen and some few policemen. There was a
major or a captain. The captain said to me, and the cells are very dark here, the people who were witnessing during the
Songelwe case know what I am talking about, I was informed that I was going to get lectures on the area in which I am
going to stay. I was told that from cell no.1 to cell no.40 something I was told all the people who were imprisoned, Qosa
Miliqweta, all the activists that I know of, I was told about Joe Mati and all others, Mapetla was also mentioned, and I
was told that people who were detained in these cells seldom survive either mentally or physically. I was advised to
behave myself so that I can survive. It was about 30 minutes for each cell I was given the history, and then I was told
that the cell in which I was detained it was occupied by Mgabele because they said our minds were alike. So I could
remember that there is a link between Mgabele and the jail because they asked me about him previously.

It was on a Thursday when I first came here. During the day when Songelwe was here knocking at the door saying
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that he is asthmatic, they were kicking the doors trying to ask for help, I was next to that cell because they were at the
communal cell. All these efforts which were done to save the life of Msongelwe nobody, the policemen were around,
but no one took heed of his cries. The policemen were always peeping through. They knew that there was somebody
who was in trouble but they didn't do anything to save his life.

MR SANDI: Without going any further, except that you have anything to say ...(intervention)

MR JORDAN: I thought you were carrying on.

MR SANDI: Mr Jordan there is nothing that I can ask, I may give the Commission a chance.

MR JORDAN: Well this case took place. I was really shocked, I was amazed at my assault. The police on their report
they said I was at C section and I was already beaten up. But in this all misery they lost the case. All of them really lost
the case and I was given a chance to lodge a civil claim. That civil claim has its own story. I don't really want to explain
it here because it's already in my statement. Even this day I haven't received my civil claim. I don't want to get into that
point because our own comrades who are lawyers really deceived us.

The problems that I have in all these things in December I didn't work for about 11 days because I have a problem with
my back and I went to have X-rays. They told me that in the results they received before with the problem L1, L2 and
L3 this is the locality on my back, that is where the cartilage was damaged between the bones. The lumbar region 4 was
the most severely injured. They said to me as time goes on this is going to be very dangerous. They said
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I will need very strong medical treatment. I am saying I am very lucky because I am working at this moment. I can
afford treatment. But in future or even now I cannot drive more than 300 kilometres, I have to get someone to assist me.
Every time I travel I have to get somebody. If I want to be active in that meeting somebody must drive me so that I can
be comfortable up to a place where the meeting would take place. I cannot even take 30 minutes standing on my feet to
address the people. I am really concerned about the medical treatment that I will receive in future because I am catching
up with the age. I doubt that if I am 45 I will still be in this conditions. In the whole torture that I received one of the
problems that I encountered there is a problem with my stomach. I cannot use even one single purgative that has
phenolthalein drug because the minute I use that my tongue comes out of the mouth. These are some of the problems
that I don't know how are they going to handle me in the future. Then I have the kids to take care of their future.

The last thing maybe the Truth Commission has maybe an indication, the men have appeared, I don't know one of them,
maybe the Truth Commission has an idea or it has a wish is there maybe a plan to rehabilitate them or whatever? Well
that is something I want to have part, I want to get rehabilitation that will be conducted on those guys. I want this thing
between me and him. I want to know the problem between me and him. Most of my colleagues, most of the people van
Wyk was also involved, those people are mentally disturbed, they have brain haemorrhages and I have a problem with
my head, and we heard that van Wyk is still a major even now. I would like to talk to him. If there is any
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possibility of them repenting I want to be part of that process. It's then that I think I will be in a position to reconcile
through the bitterness..... I am not going to talk about what happened to my family who couldn't see me for a period of
over three years. ....they will never until the apply from the minister. Who was Vlok to give permission to a person. I got
only 40 minutes in three years to see my family.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Minister I maintain that for the period that you have been under all that treatment you would



have welcomed the presence of your church, chaplain or your church minister.

MR JORDAN: That's right.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Certainly I would have loved to know who led evidence against you which led to your
conviction for the five years' suspended sentence. Were these your friends, your comrades?

MR JORDAN: There is not one amongst my comrades who gave evidence about this. They were fortunate it was
fortunate for them that I got the order. There were many people in the stadium and I think we were not careful enough.
Some of the spies managed to get information through talking to their friends.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Couldn't your defence make use of your hospital records, records from the doctors to use them
in your case, in your defence? Were they available in short, that is what I want to know?

MR JORDAN: Let me answer you and say if you talk about the records when it comes to information about medical
files at that particular time the man who was employed to look after
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our files while we were in hospital one of the doctors in Frere who examined me and the following day he said he didn't
examine me, and unfortunately every time some of my files after we have noticed that (no interpretation).... it was being
confronted that he has committed some crimes he denied that. That Frere Hospital where one of the security forces, his
brother or his cousin was a Superintendent at the hospital, the information was linking every time.

REVEREND TUTU: Mr Jordan your story is very painful. We know that during the struggle there are always
casualties. We are very thankful and grateful that you could come here and ...(tape ends) ... be able to meet those you
say you would like to see. Thank you very much. Thank you Mrs Jordan for coming.

--------------------

We have reached the end of our hearing session. I want first of all to pay tribute or perhaps to thank the Premier, the
government and the people of the Eastern Province for their welcome. The Mayor, the Council and the people of East
London for - could you please be quiet. We want to thank the churches and all who were involved in Sunday's service
and members of the different faith communities for supporting us with their prayers. We thank those who have been
catering for us. Thank you to the police for providing security here, and the traffic police. It's unusual for us to have
been led by flashing lights. In the past when you were in South Africa and you heard flashing police lights you knew
you were in trouble. We thank all those who have been able to be interpreters. Thank you to the Media, members of the
Media, electronic and print Media for helping to tell the world the stories that you have heard here.
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Thank you too to Commissioner Finca and all of his staff for the very, very hard work that they put in which has made
this first historic hearing go as smoothly as it has done. Thank you also to all the Commissioners and members of the
various committees who have been part of the proceedings on different days. Thank you to Tiny and Dumisa and Ntsiki
for leading evidence. Thank you too to the Briefers who have been wonderful in giving support to those who were
witnesses. But perhaps we want to say a very big thank you especially to the witnesses, their families and friends and
although I have not allowed this to happen before I would say that I am going to break the solemnity of this place and
suggest that we give all of those people I have mentioned, but especially the witnesses and their families, the people
who have been so courageous in coming here a very warm hand.

Thank you.



I think that every one of us must say that we have encountered some extraordinary people and I have said in the course
of listening to the evidence that the oppressive system of apartheid did not stand a chance. The people who have come
forward here are people of some quite extraordinary character. Thank you very much for your hospitality. .... as it hears
the harrowing stories that you have been telling that there can be this willingness to forgive, this humaneness. On the
one side you have a Mrs Savage saying the traumatic experience she has had has enriched her life and she wants to meet
the person who did this in a spirit of forgiveness that she should forgive him and that he should forgive her.
Extraordinary. And then the people from Cradock saying now something like a heavy burden has been removed from
them.

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

26

We give thanks to God for all of you. All of your stories, stories that are going to inspire us and inspire our people for
many a long day. We believe that on the basis of what has happened here that this is probably the one way on which our
land will be healed. We have been deeply touched by your stories and I think the world and our country has been deeply
touched.

We will be going forward to another round of hearing in the Western Cape, in Cape Town starting next week. We pray
that you will pray for all of us and for all who will be appearing that this process that has begun here will continue, that
indeed we will all in this land experience this true freedom that embraces everyone, Black and White. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Your Grace on behalf of the East London office can I reciprocate and thank you and the deputy
chairperson of the Commission and thank the fellow Commissioners who do not come from this area for your presence
in our hearings. You have presided over our hearings with grace and with dignity and I believe that that grace and that
dignity would not be possible if you did not dedicate yourself to doing so on these last four days.

May I also say a word of thanks to your Lady, Mrs Tutu for joining you for these hearings. Also a word of thanks to the
Speaker of the Legislature and to his wife for the time that they have spent in this room in the last four days. It's
amazing and extraordinary that a person of his busy schedule should be able to set aside the time to do this.

I wish to join you Chairperson in thanking the Mayor, the deputy Mayor and the City Council of East London for
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giving us this facility which proved to be an ideal facility for this hearing.

Lastly I thank all the people who have participated in this hearing and who have attended these hearings which I believe
have been a resounding success. Without your support, without your presence, without your participation it would have
been a failure. Thank you very much.

I wish to announce that the next hearing for the Eastern Cape Province will be in Port Elizabeth on the 21st to the 23rd
of May 1996.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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DR BORAINE: We call Mr Robert Kohl to the witness stand please and if Mrs Cecelia Kohl would like to join him she
is very welcome. Mr and Mrs Kohl you are very very welcome. We are grateful to you that you have taken the time to
appear before this Commission. Mr Kohl I'm assuming that you will be giving the evidence?

MR KOHL: That's true.

ROBERT KOHL: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr and Mrs Kohl, you have attended a large part of the hearing and you will know that people come
from very different walks of life with very different experiences. You will also know that there have been many casual
almost, victims of violence in South Africa and that funerals have played a very large part in an attempt of the
community to give an expression of grief and anger and commitment where they had no other opportunity. You know
too very personally, that as a result of that, very often funerals were broken up, that people were tear gassed, people
were shot, and you have come with a very grim story and we are grateful to you because we know that it is painful, and
Ntsiki is going to lead you to assist you to make it a little bit easier, but it's your story, and we want to hear from you,
thank you.

MR SANDI: Mr Kohl, I am going to ask you questions, not
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because I am interrogating you, but just as a guide. Also for an interaction between yourself and the panel. The
questions I am going to ask you revolve around your family and in particular, your son Bully, what sort of person he
was, what he was interested in, whether he was a member of any organisation at school or in the community, then I'll go
on to ask you questions about the tragic events of the day when he was shot by the police. I understand you have no
personal knowledge of what exactly happened and that Tyron Austin is the eye witness of the event that took place.

I'll ask you about the funeral arrangements, what sort of problems you encountered in trying to make preparations for
the funeral. Lastly I will ask you about the court case which you mentioned in your statement.

Now to start with, Mr Kohl, where do you work, is it correct that you work at Rhodes?

MR KOHL: Yes I do work at Rhodes University.

MR SANDI: You live in Grahamstown?



MR KOHL: I do live in Grahamstown.

MR SANDI: Have you always lived in Grahamstown?

MR KOHL: I schooled in Graaf Reinet for two years actually, that's in '61/'62. I did my high school education there. It's
the only time that I worked out of Grahamstown actually, but all my life I stayed in Grahamstown.

MR SANDI: I suppose the person sitting next to you is Mrs Kohl, your wife?

MR KOHL: That's true, yes.

MR SANDI: Bully is your eldest son?

MR KOHL: Yes he is the eldest.

MR SANDI: You've got three children altogether.

MR KOHL: Yes I've got three boys, Bully was the eldest,
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I've got Hein, my second eldest son and then Elgin, the youngest boy, actually. I've got two foster children as well, a
cousin of theirs, Sylvester and Nolene is the daughter, she's in matric at the moment, actually. Bully was actually
educated at Good Shepherd school, that's in Huntly street in Grahamstown, then he went to Mary Waters High School in
Grahamstown, he was a year in East London at John Bissike, where he did standard eight JC certificate, then he came
back to Grahamstown and he started his standard nine at Mary Waters. He was actually a member of the Gym, the
Grahamstown Youth Movement or Civic Movement, it's called and he was also a member of the Student's
Representative Council of Mary Waters.

MR SANDI: You mean the SRC?

MR KOHL: Yes the SRC, sorry. He was a soccer player. He played first team for Mary Waters, and that was under the
sports master Mr James Hiller at Mary Waters.

MR SANDI: How would you describe Bully. What kind a person was Bully? You mentioned to me that he was
interested in becoming a lawyer?

MR KOHL: Yes when he passed his JC, I asked him actually what he intends to do, further studies or whatever. He said
he wanted to study law and be either an attorney of an advocate and I asked him why he wanted to do law. He said,
"Well the situation in South Africa is so that he, as a person studying law, could actually ...(indistinct) the apartheid
system that was that time in the whole South Africa. Especially the Group Areas, where people were removed from
certain areas to another. He mentioned that and he also mentioned that the schools actually, because I told him I had to
leave Grahamstown because there were five

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 ROBERT KOHL

white schools in Grahamstown, high schools, I had to leave Grahamstown and go to Graaf Reinet for my Matric
Education. He said, when he studies law, he would have brought that up as well, actually.



The next thing he mentioned was the separate development, where people were put into certain areas and you can't
move there, you have to have a permit system if you go to from our area, the so-called coloured areas, if you go to
Tandjie or the Fingo Village or Chosa, you have to have a permit to get over the sort of border line they had, actually,
and then you had a permit system where you had to apply to the offices there, to get a permit if you had to see people in
the other area, actually.

Well I told him I've got family actually staying in the Fingo Village and people staying in Tandjie location. They're part
of my family and I never used to have a permit, I used to go over there and visit them, even play with the kids around
there when I was younger. That was in the early '40's and '50's, before the new system came in in 1949 or whatever.

MR SANDI: Is that the Group Areas Act.

MR KOHL: The Group Areas Act, so when I was young I used to move around, but when they grew up they found the
sort of system of Apartheid, prohibiting them from going from one area to the other.

MR SANDI: Now can I take you through the events of 12th May 1985. I understand from you, on this day you were at
home in the afternoon when you got the terrible news that Bully had been shot.

MR KOHL: Ja the 12th of May was actually Mothers' Day and the family were gathered together, my wife and myself
and
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his younger brothers and his two cousins. So we were just sitting at home and quietly enjoying the afternoon, we knew
there was a funeral going to take place in the township but we were not certain that he was going to take part and go to
the funeral that afternoon. But I'm not sure of the time, between half past four and five, I got a phone call from Settlers
hospital in Grahamstown, that Bully had been shot and it was Mr Tyron Austin, next to me, he was the person that
actually phoned my house and told me about that. So he couldn't say anything over the telephone to rectify this, so he
said that he'll come to my place and just give me a brief report on what happened at the funeral in Chosa where the
funeral was at the Lapus Stadium. The funeral of a young boy also who used to play soccer against Mary Waters where
Bully went to school and he played soccer against this guy and he actually knew him. That's the reason he went there to
pay his last tribute and his respect to the family of the guy.

MR SANDI: What was your first reaction when you received this telephone call from Tyron?

MR KOHL: My first reaction was that I couldn't believe it because it was the sort of thing that never happened in our
area, there was nobody that was killed at any procession or any funeral. In Grahamstown most of the shootings took
place in the black townships, there was no shooting in the so called coloured area and every week there was someone
shot and this week there was a funeral, and that's how things happened. It was a real shock to us all sitting together
there, my wife and boys were there, my youngest boy was three years old and the other one was seven years old. There
was a commotion of people coming and hearing and
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phoning, everybody was crying and I had a sort of emotional feeling. But I kept cool and thought I must go to the
hospital and find for myself, realise the truth and see if it's true that my son has been killed.



MR SANDI: Okay you get the message and you go to hospital, did anyone accompany you?

MR KOHL: Yes my third eldest sister, Mrs Abdul accompanied me because my eldest sister was too old and weak to go
with us, also my cousin Roland and Mr Parston, the school principal with Mr James Hillier, those are the people who
accompanied me to the hospital as well as Reverend Titus, the priest in charge of the Anglican Church in Grahamstown,
St Clements. He had also heard about it and came to my place straight away to pay his condolences.

MR SANDI: I take it that Reverend Titus is your priest, in which church is that?

MR KOHL: The Anglican Church of St Clements, that's a part of the Church of the Province of South Africa. At the
hospital we were taken to this little room where the body was. One of the nurses, my neighbour's daughter, she was a
nurse there and she opened the space for me to identify him. I first looked at him and I felt his forehead and his neck to
make sure if he's really dead, but there was no movement from him. I could feel that cold has already crept into his body
and that's the moment I felt that it's really true, and I had to leave to be alone, to think about it, to understand what had
happened, but even then I couldn't understand why this happened to me, why this happened to my family and I just left
and stood outside for a while. Reverend Titus came to me and spoke to me, and the group of us went back to my place.
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Everybody was there now, all the people that I knew and friends, a crowd of people waited at my place and wanted to
talk to me. I was sort of walking, you don't know if you're coming or going actually, it's a sort of feeling that you have
that you're not there or you are there or something like that and the principal of the high school came to me and said.
"Don't forget, we still have to report this matter to the police", and he asked me if I wanted to go with. I felt that I must
go with, because the father and I must go to the police station and report this matter. So the principal, myself, Mr Hillier,
and Mr Jerry Akum went to the police station. Reverend Titus had already left so the four of us went to the police
station.

At the police station we saw these Caspars parked outside, in the yard, all around and people there. A lot of policemen
actually. It was a sort of climate where you could see people were really rejoicing over the sort of victory, the fun they
had today, chasing people, shooting people. They were all happy, shouting, it was the sort of atmosphere that you
couldn't understand, but if you're in that situation you feel that they don't actually care about the person that they shot or
the people that they shot.

On entering there was a young constable, he was at the counter also smiling, and when he hears that I said I'm reporting
my son's death, the one who was shot. He asked me where, and I told him, at the funeral down in the township, and his
face changed, you could see there was no laughter in his face anymore, he sort of saw that we were really serious in
reporting this case. It took him some time to grab some paper and a pencil and he wrote everything down. On the
counter there was a lot of wet clothing because that
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afternoon that had been some drizzle...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Can I interrupt you Mr Kohl. Did you say the police officer who attended to you...(end of tape 11)

( start of tape 12)



MR KOHL: ...... two sides where the whites used to go in and the other side where the non whites used to go in, so there
was a sort of partition and the other one was the other side, and he came also there. So there was a kind of discussion
there in Afrikaans but you couldn't hear what they were saying to each other actually, but eventually he attended to us
and we left. But you could hear in the background, in the offices and the yard people really enjoying the afternoon.

MR SANDI: I hope you don't mind if I can just take you one step back. Can you try and give the Commission a picture
of what was happening at the police station. You said it appeared that the police were in a happy mood, what do you
mean by that? Can you explain to the Commission?

MR KOHL: Well if you were in my position you feel sad, you see them rejoicing and you are sad at the side actually.
So it's sort of a difference between sadness and why they were happy, so they were really enjoying themselves and just
laughing and that was the reaction that we had from the people in the charge office yard and in the back, you could hear
them sort of shouting to each other. I don't know whether they were drinking or anything like that, but the mood they
had there that afternoon was one of rejoicing.

MR SANDI: Do you mean to say it was as if they had a party?

MR KOHL: It could be, but I can't prove that because nobody was near to me, they were just moving through the
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charge office, we could see them moving in and out.

MR SANDI: Was anything said to you about your son by the police?

MR KOHL: Nobody said anything at that moment. All of a sudden everything was quiet, because the other policeman
just went out and he reported to the other ones, and they all were coming in anxiously to see who the people were. You
could see them walking past, just to see who the people were that came to report this case. But nobody actually said
anything at that stage.

MR SANDI: Didn't you say they said, "Hy was een van die klippe goiers". The thing is that unfortunately the principal
is not here, he heard the one saying that. I was busy at the counter that time when they were moving out.

MR SANDI: Were you able to cope with this at work? You have three children, one of them is Bully and all of a sudden
Bully has been shot and killed. Were you able to cope with this at work? Or how did the family cope with this?

MR KOHL: Well that whole week I was not at work, actually. I was at home. What happened Monday is that he was
not at school and all the people around knew about that and the scholars as well. So there was a procession of scholars
from school to town. I'm not sure what happened but most of them ran to my place because normally after school during
that week they came down there and sang freedom songs and the police were also there. And after the freedom songs
the police used to chase them, and that's what happened.

There was a policeman that was also involved, that's Glennis Peckman, he was also in charge on the Casper doing the
shooting with these pellets and his own sister was also
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in the school at that time and he even locked her up for being with us, for coming to visit the family and so forth. So that



week it was come and go with the police actually coming and going and looking and so on, but at home we did not take
an interest in them because we were just worried about our son, what's going to happen now during this week.

We went to the post mortem which was held on a Wednesday. I went to identify the body but unfortunately we were not
allowed at the post mortem. The post mortem was done by the district surgeon, Dr Gough and we were not allowed to
go there and anything like that. But I did go to identify him and that's when I heard the guy that was in charge, the
sergeant who was in charge at the mortuary there, telling me that this is what happens to, "Is this your boy?" I said, "Yes
this is my son." "This is what happens to children who don't listen". I didn't answer him because I thought this is not a
time or thing to answer him at the moment. I'll just leave that to him to think about.

MR SANDI: What did the post mortem report say, what did the doctor say was the cause of the death on the body of the
deceased?

MR KOHL: The post mortem said that the lung was punctured. So we didn't have, what happened at that time was that
the students that were with Bully at the time were arrested, and were actually in jail. When the court case came up, the
state of emergency was called and they were not allowed to come out to give evidence so the case was actually left for a
year. When the state of emergency was lifted the witnesses actually came out of jail, so the court case was
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left over for a whole year.

MR SANDI: So who was the lawyer?

MR KOHL: The lawyer was David de la Harp.

MR SANDI: Was he the lawyer for the family?

MR KOHL: For the family, yes.

MR SANDI: Was anyone, say a member of the police charged for with this, with murder or that sort of thing?

MR KOHL: What happened at the inquest, they asked me to dig out the body because there were two bullets in the body
that they wanted to identify, to which gun it belongs. And that's what the where the post mortem document of that
doctor was read, only when the court case came up. The report of the doctor came up that there was a bullet in the body.
There's a number on the bullet that they can identify the policeman that shot him.

MR SANDI: What was your reaction to that, did you say the State should...(intervention)

MR KOHL: Well I couldn't do that actually, I thought now it is not possible for me to dig up my son's body after a year
just to see a bullet. But nevertheless, a few years back, in 1994. I heard the name of the guy was revealed that actually
did the shooting and I understand his name is de Lise or something like that. Well from last year I heard that he was in
hospital and died of cancer. So the policeman that shot my son is also dead, but I'm not saying anything against him at
this stage, but I think to have my son's body dug up from the grave to see a bullet was not possible for me to do,
especially my family.

DR BORAINE: I'm sorry to interrupt you. What you're saying is very very important, but a lot of people can't hear you
and we are having difficulty here as well. I know
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it's hard but if you could do your best to speak up and speak directly in the mike, it would help us, sorry to interrupt you.

MR SANDI: Carry on Mr Kohl.

MR KOHL: That story that I heard about the policeman that was involved in the shooting. That funeral that took place,
me and Reverend Titus went to see the station commander to finalise the funeral arrangements and we went there to the
police station.

MR SANDI: Back to the police station for the second time now?

MR KOHL: Yes that's during the week, so we went to finalise when the funeral was going to take place, when to bury
my son. And Reverend Titus went inside to see the station commander, and when he came back he told me that he had a
meeting with the station commander and he promised to keep all the troops and all the policemen out of the coloured
area and they won't actually be near the funeral and people won't be harassed, shot at, whatever and that's how the
funeral proceeded. So on that particular day the troops were out of the coloured area and not even in the townships,
actually they were not there, they were out on the boundaries of the coloured and township areas.

MR SANDI: Many of us are aware that one of the things that would happen during those old bad days was that the
police would impose restrictions on the funeral. They would say, no political speeches, you've got to take this route to
the graveyard, were there any restrictions imposed by the police on the manner in which the funeral should be
conducted.

MR KOHL: Yes Reverend Titus brought that across to me and I said, how can I stop people coming to the funeral? I
had
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so many friends, I belonged to a sports club, I belonged to a prayer group, I've got people that come and go, my son has
got friends, and so I can't prevent people from coming to the funeral. Especially as he was on the organisation of the
Grahamstown youth movement and he was on the student body at school and the principal and his sports master knew
him very well, so...(intervention)

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Sorry, I'm not asking you a question. I appealed at the beginning of the hearings that we would
conduct ourselves bearing in mind what was taking place that this was a solemn, serious, process and by and large you
have been very good. But I am a bit distressed to see, especially in the galleries, people are reading newspapers at a time
when testimony is being given. If you want to read your newspaper will you please go and read it outside.

MR KOHL: Thank you, there were restrictions because they told Reverend Titus that there should be only 200 people at
the funeral, just family and close friends. That's what Reverend Titus told them or the station commander that that's
impossible, because he knew that I've got a lot of friends and his whole congregation will be there, the number is over
200 people actually. So the thing is that they discussed that they will allow the people to attend the funeral but not at the
stadium nor at the rugby field. So we had to have the funeral at the, St Clements was a small church actually, recreation
hall. I've got photographs that Mr Sandi has there where people made speeches, people talked about the life of Bully and
the proceedings that happened there. I've got some photographs that I brought across to show the Commission.

MR SANDI: Were there any events on the day of the funeral. EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Were you able to hold the funeral without any disruption from whoever?

MR KOHL: There were no disruptions, what happened there, we proceeded to the funeral, from the funeral to the
graveyard and back and there was not even a caspar that moved about in the area there. It was only about seven that a
caspar moved along the main road in the coloured area, that's all. But there were no sort of disturbances that prevented
the people from coming or going.

MR SANDI: What was the effect of tragic death of Bully in your community?

MR KOHL: Well everybody was sort of, we felt that this sort of incident had never happened in that area, how come
this incident happened there, people asked me, in Afrikaans,"What happened to him, why did it happen?" It really
touched me that people talked like that to me and said, I feel with you, My condolences with you and with all the
family, so the people in that area, I knew them very well and they knew me very well, so it was a family sort of a thing,
actually, especially from our side and from the other side of the township.

MR SANDI: Are you saying the death of Bully had the effect of bringing the two communities much closer together
than before?

MR KOHL: That's true. Even some of my friends from the white areas were there at the funeral and it was a sort of
atmosphere it was a whole family meeting together to pay their last respect to my son.

MR SANDI: Is there anything else you would like to say Mr Kohl about this matter?

MR KOHL: The thing is, it's very difficult for me, when it EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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happened I didn't feel anything.

MR SANDI: Mr Chairman that's all I've got to ask the witness to testify, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ntsiki. Any other questions?

DR ORR: Mr Kohl, I know that nothing can bring your son back, but what do you believe the Commission should do
for your family or for a family like yours who have lost sons in the struggle?

MR KOHL: The thing is it's very difficult to answer your question, but very simply that, it happened to me, and you
don't know the time, the place or when it's going to happen, so if you are prepared then you must, as a family stay
together. if that's happened to you you must stay as a family together and I ask the Commission, I know the person now
but he's dead, but to go into this matter and to see that everybody is treated in a right manner. Each case that has come
up today, yesterday and the day before, as these people said. a sort of remembrance of some sort. There is a
remembrance in Grahamstown, at Mary Waters on the 12th of May they usually have a day off when they go and visit
the grave and have wreaths put on and have speeches there. So we have a day in Grahamstown that remembers this
occasion, it happened there.

But there are other people in Grahamstown that have gone through this same sort of situation, I ask the people on the
Commission to investigate those cases too, there are other cases there that people haven't brought forth. there was a little
girl that was also killed on the same day, she was just 14 years old, she was also shot dead on the same day, and I don't
see that family here, I didn't hear a report of this family here. But these are things that we
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have to look at, bring them to the Commission and the Commission can sort it out and give us a sort of a guide line and
help us in our situation.

DR BORAINE: Mr Kohl who telephoned you to tell you about your son's death?

MR KOHL: Mr Austin sitting next to me, he was with my son and they were schooling together at Mary Waters, they
served on the same committee, the students council and on the

Grahamstown Youth Movement.

DR BORAINE: And you received a report from him, what happened that day?

MR KOHL: Ja he gave me a short report on what happened. I was confused and you can't listen to a report at that time,
you're just concerned about your son, what happened to him and so forth.

DR BORAINE: Of course I understand, would you like Mr Austin to give testimony now in support of your witness?

MR KOHL: I would very much like that Dcotor.

DR BORAINE: Could I ask you Mr Austin, are you willing to speak on behalf of this case. Then I will have to ask you
to be sworn in, so would you please stand?

TYRONE AUSTIN: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Tyron Austin, that is your name?

MR AUSTIN: Yes Sir.

DR BORAINE: You were there when it all happened.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Austin, the testimony before the Commission is that you were there when it happened. Can
you try and give the Commission as full a picture as possible what happened and in particular how Bully was killed and
by whom?

MR AUSTIN: Well Sir just to come back to your question
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in terms of what Mr Kohl said what happened at the police station, I wasn't there when they went to the police station
the first time, but I can just relate what happened at the stadium in terms of the joyous mood that the police were in that
day. Firstly while the funeral proceedings were on at the stadium, you could see hippos parked all round the stadium and
you could see the tops of the hippos where the policemen were sitting on top of the hippos throwing beer cans on to the
crowd. Stones on to the crowd and really the marshals had to handle the crowd not to retaliate in terms of that.

Then after that the power supply to the stadium was cut off in terms of the P A System and the speakers eventually had
to use the loud hailer to address the crowd.



When the proceedings towards the cemetery took place, there was a delay in front and we later the police prevented the
proceedings to continue in the planned route that was agreed upon, and the back of the proceedings moved in another
direction and we ultimately heard that the police wanted the front of the group to move in the direction that the back of
the group was moving towards. We didn't even move for about...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Did you say there a direction that was initially agreed upon? A route, you mean a route that was going to
be followed from the stadium to the graveyard?

MR AUSTIN: Ja, this route was, you see, I was at that time the president of the SRC and together with COSAS we
planned the route towards the cemetery. The planned route was from Pond Street down to Josa Street towards the
cemetery. Then ultimately what happened was that the police wanted to change that and wanted to take the street behind
the back of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the stadium, Nawo Street, I think that's the street's name. The police wanted to take that street and then the back of the
crowd, without realising what's happening took the initiative and they went towards the street that the police actually
decided now during this day. But when we moved towards that street, I also heard afterwards that there was a councillor
staying in that street and the police were like protecting that house there. The so-called grouping that we went over, we
were about twelve, we were about 50 metres back into the crowd, and moving about one minute there was just gunfire
all over the place, and people were scattering in all directions and me, Bully and another student comrade that was with
us that day, we ran in our direction and the other students, they ran in their direction but it was just unfortunate, or
fortunate for me that me and Bully and Aldred was running in the same direction. It was while we were running that I
saw Bully put his hand to the back of his head and I realised that he was running slower, and I actuall helped him run.
When we entered the yard on the opposite side of the street, I realise that he couldn't even clime through a fence line
that was that low, and he actually fell and I picked him up and we ran into the toilet. It was in the toilet that I realised
that we had to get him into a house so that he can lie down, because what happened, he was sitting on the toilet seat and
he told me that he was getting drowsy, but when I touche his hand I felt it was getting cold, and I realised that he will
have to get to a hospital.

Now when I carried him into the yard shooting was still going on outside, and when I laid him down, he told me that he
was getting cold and I asked the sissy in the house if
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she could lend me a blanket, which was already on the way without me even asking for it. But in any case I immediately
went outside to go and look for a car, because this auntie in the house told me that she doesn't have a telephone and she
doesn't have a car.

Now when I went outside I was prevented from going into the street by the police and they were asking me what I was
doing, you know it was black policemen and I told them that we attended a funeral and we've got a casualty inside here
which has to go to the hospital immediately, he's got a wound in the back of his head. They told me that they have got
orders that no one is allowed to go into the streets and I have to go back into the house. I told them it's impossible for me
to go back into the house because then this guy is going to die inside.

MR SANDI: I'm sorry Mr Austin, can I interrupt you here? The situation is as follows, it's yourself, your friend Bully,
you are part of the crowd and all of a sudden someone starts firing. Did you see the person who opened fire on you? I
understand at some stage you had to appear in court as a witness, what did you have to say there?



MR AUSTIN: You see, there were a whole lot of policemen around which I saw were shooting, and I can be specific to
pin point anybody at this point, but what happened later on, when I was detained after that in July, when I was
interrogated by the security police, dew Lise actually came in and he told me that he was actually aiming for me. Now
it's general knowledge in Grahamstown that me and de Lise had a thing going on. All the students at that time knew
that, so I could just assume that maybe my friend died in my place.
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MR SANDI: You mentioned the name of de Lise, the name of de Lise was mentioned by Mr Kohl, where is this de Lise
now?

MR AUSTIN: He's dead.

MR SANDI: Thank you I've got nothing further to ask.

MR SANDI: Mr Chairperson could I ask a question of Mr Kohl. Mr Kohl you say that you know the identity of the
person who killed your son?

MR KOHL: The thing is I don't know the person personally but I heard the name of the person is de Lise, I don't know
him personally, I haven't seen him actually.

MR SANDI: Okay and that person is now dead?

MR KOHL: That's what I understood.

MR SANDI: Do you know the family of the person?

MR KOHL: Of de Lise, I don't know the family.

MR SANDI: Do you feel that it is necessary for your peace to be established, for you to know the family and be at peace
with that family?

MR KOHL: I will appreciate that.

MR SANDI: Thank you. (end of tape 12 side A)

(start side B of tape 12)

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: ....and we give thanks for their witness, thank you.

----------------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Charity Kondile to the stand please.

You are Mrs Charity Kondile? We'd like to welcome you here will you stand please?

CHARITY KONDILE: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: It may be necessary to swear others who are with you, at least one, but let's hold that for the moment,
we'll start with you Mrs Kondile. The story that you have given to the Commission and the Commission staff, is a very
stark and terrifying one and we are very sympathetic to the need for courage and strength in trying to tell this story
which has caused you so much pain. Domisa Nsebeza is going to help you tell that story and he will lead the evidence
now. Thank you very much.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mr Chairmen. Mr Chairman, it has been said that when one of the stories was told in the
trial of Eugene de Kock, mention was made of the horrifying murder which was described in vivid terms as shark
feeding frenzy in respect of another victim. But in that same trial we were to hear also of the harrowing details of how
Gcinisizwe Chonyane Kondile, the son of the witness now on the stand died, and I would like to call her to the stand for
her to tell us in her own words how it is to be the mother of a child whom you have never buried.
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Mrs Kondile, you are currently residing at 537 Msobungu Township in Butterworth. Is that correct?

MRS KONDILE: That's correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: You are the natural mother of the deceased, Sizwe Kondile?

MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: You have since established that your son died at the hands of the South African Security Police in the
1980's, is that correct?

MRS KONDILE: That is correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: This detail came out more fully when you read accounts by one Captain Dirk Coetzee in his



testimony to the Harms Commission, when he was called to do so, is that correct?

MRS KONDILE: I beg your pardon.

MR NTSEBEZA: This incident of how your son died in the hands of the police came out to your attention when it was
fully set out by one Captain Dirk Coetzee in his testimony to a commission?

MRS KONDILE: No I had, in fact I read before Coetzee even confessed from the New Nation of the 9th February,
where there was an article that he had been brutally murdered. That was the first time I heard that he had been killed.

MR NTSEBEZA: Perhaps, let's start from the beginning. Now your son left this country in 1980, is that correct?

MRS KONDILE: That is correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: And it was after he had been harassed by the South African Police, even as a student at the University
of Fort Hare, is that right?

MRS KONDILE: That is correct. He had even been detained and they were ...(indistinct) at Fort Hare to the extent
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that the University was closed and he and his brother ...(indistinct)Kondile resigned and came back home.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you know who his friends were inside the campus?

MRS KONDILE: Yes I do.

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you mention one?

MRS KONDILE: One of his closest friends whom he went to circumcision school with, is the gentleman on my left, Mr
Gusumze Bikole, I also know Mr Pagamile Qnea and Tosi Majola. I mention these three because they were the
gentlemen who left with him when he skipped the country.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it true that you have also called Mr Bikole to be with you here to testify to this Commission?

MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: You are asking that he should testify about your son's political activities as he knows them so that
they can be put in proper perspective.

MRS KONDILE: Yes if the Commission so allows, thank you.

When Sizwe left in 1980, where did he leave to go?

MRS KONDILE: When he left the country?

MR NTSEBEZA: Yes.

MRS KONDILE: We later learned that he had gone to Maseru.

MR NTSEBEZA: I see, did you ever visit him in Maseru in 1980?



MRS KONDILE: Yes I visited Sizwe in 1980 and we spent Christmas together because I was very eager to find out why
he had left and I was also missing him.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did he tell you about the ANC, if anything when you found him there?

MRS KONDILE: Well Sizwe reassured me that he had joined the struggle and there was no way of turning back. When
I
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spoke to him about coming home he told me that there was no ways he could come back home before he had achieved
his mission in the struggle.

MR NTSEBEZA: I see. When was it that you were advised about him missing in Lesotho?

MRS KONDILE: Later in 1981 when I tried to contact him for about two weeks in Lesotho, and I couldn't contact him.
I phoned his father and asked him why I couldn't get hold of Sizwe in Maseru, and he told me that he was still handling
the matter, Sizwe's matter, and I asked him, what matter? Then he advised me that Sizwe was missing in Maseru.

MR NTSEBEZA: What profession is his father?

MRS KONDILE: His father is a practising attorney and he has been recently appointed as chief magistrate in Port
Elizabeth.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now where did he make enquiries?

MRS KONDILE: Well Mr Kondile wasn't handling the case, himself, he was represented by Herbert Fisher Associates
therefore he asked Herbert Fisher Associates on our behalf to find out from the Commissioner of Police in Pretoria, first
from the local police in Port Elizabeth, that his son had been in exile, therefore now he understands that his son was out
of the country. Therefore the lawyers found out from him and the reply from the Commissioner of Police was that they
had arrested Sizwe on the 26th of June 1981. Herbet Fisher and his Associates further enquired from the commissioner
what happened next. They wrote back to say that they had since released him in August 1981 according to their records
in front of you there, the lawyers asked further if Sizwe had been visited by any magistrate or doctor whilst he was in
detention.
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Well they confirmed that he had never been visited by any magistrate or any doctor. The matter when he was missing
was further raised in Parliament by people like Helen Suzman, Dr Morris Barnard and the then minister was Mr Louis le
Grange, who when questioned, confirmed that Sizwe had been detained by the South African Police and that he had
been released, that was on the 10th of August.He had been detained for about one and a half months and when further
asked, Mr Louis le Grange also confirmed that during that time that he had been detained, he had never been visited by
any magistrate or any doctor. Such people like Mrs Molly Blackburn expressed their disgust at the way people in South
Africa were detained and their relatives were never informed, the inhuman way in which people were detained. I can
imagine as a mother at this stage what my child was wearing flor those one and a half months.

When it comes to that part I spit venom, because you will find some letters from those people I'm talking about, from
Molly Blackburn, from all the correspondents from the Commissioner Police, there in front of you with the attorneys.



MR NTSEBEZA: Yes it is quite a substantial find. So the reply from the Commissioner of Police was that they had
arrested Sizwe and had kept him at a place of detention in Port Elizabeth but that he had since been released in August
1981?

MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you do when you received this information from the police?

MRS KONDILE: Well when all was quiet, Mr Kondile, since I was not working at that time, asked me to go back to
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to establish whether, after he had been released, he had gone back to Lesotho.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you go to Lesotho.

MRS KONDILE: Yes I did.

MR NTSEBEZA: I'd like you to, there are interpreters, sometimes you are speaking too fast, you make it difficult for
them.

MRS KONDILE: Sorry.

MR NTSEBEZA: So if you don't mind I will try and pace and ask questions so that, you know. So you went to Lesotho
to enquire about Sizwe, what year was this?

MRS KONDILE: It was in 1981 after we had received information that he had been released, as they said at that time.

MR NTSEBEZA: Just tell us, who did you see when you got to Lesotho?

MRS KONDILE: When I came to Lesotho I went straight to the offices of the refugees where I met a certain gentleman,
I forget his name, Mogele who, when I asked him in detail whether he knew Sizwe. I asked him a lot or questions and
they established that I was Sizwe's mother. Well then at the refugee offices, they asked that I should go back to his
friends, that was on a Friday.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who asked you this?

MRS KONDILE: The official at the refugee office.

MR NTSEBEZA: They said you must go back to his friends, who were his friends ass you understood it.

MRS KONDILE: His friends like Vusenze, Mr Bikole here and all those friends when I had spent Christmas with them.
I had spent Christmas with Sizwe and his friends in December.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you do that.
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MRS KONDILE: Yes I did that.

MR NTSEBEZA: And?

MRS KONDILE: Well I must explain to this Commission that even on that day, when I greeted one of Sizwe's friends
in the street, to my disappointment, this girl shouted at me and said that Sizwe had stolen their car. I immediately
realised that there was some trouble. If I went to one friend where I was staying, a certain Dolly Mabusela, and
immediately I came to Dolly's house, Dolly phoned some people and Dolly told me that these people were saying, some
ANC officials were saying that I should get out of Maseru immediately.

MR NTSEBEZA: Why was this. Did you establish?

MRS KONDILE: I didn't ask Dolly, she was afraid to talk, I don't know why.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you do then afterwards.

MR NTSEBEZA: I went to sleep in my hotel and I phoned some girls from Port Elizabeth and I told them I was in
Maseru, and they said I shouldn't sleep in the hotel, because at that time hotels were being bombed, so in the morning I
had to go and look for them. I stayed with Mantis O'William.

MR NTSEBEZA: And?

MRS KONDILE: While I was there, I was visited by the Tclemia Brothers who got to know that I was in Maseru, and I
told them I'd come. They told me that some officials of the ANC had said that I should not go to the refugee offices
again.

One other mission I had while I was in Maseru, was to fetch Sizwe's belongings, so I wanted to meet these people to get
his clothes and his certificate.
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didn't want you to go to the refugee camp?

MRS KONDILE: They told me that because of the confusion sown by the South African Police, amongst his colleagues
now in Maseru, there was some doubt as to whether Sizwe had left Maseru on his own or whether it was true that he had
been kidnapped. There was some suspicion that he had turned traitor. When I tried to reassure them that he had been
kidnapped, they would not believe me.

MR NTSEBEZA: Are you saying, I don't know if I understand you well, correct me if I'm wrong. Are you saying you
established an impression that to some people in the ANC in Lesotho, Sizwe had not been kidnapped by the police.

MRS KONDILE: Yes that is correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: W#as it your impression that the view was that he had voluntarily left because he was working for the
South African Police?

MRS KONDILE: That was the impression that had been sown in their minds by the South African Police.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is that what was communicated to you by word or deed?

MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: How did this affect you as a mother who had lost her son due to his disappearance?



MRS KONDILE: As I say I was very disappointed to learn that people who had been so friendly to my son about six
months ago, should have turned against him so soon, and according to Mark Anthony, when he says, "Oh judgement
that art fled to brutish and men that have lost their reason", that's a quotation I taught, that's it seems today when I'm so
anguished, looking for him, these people would not
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sympathise with me, they would still think that I was telling lies, they said I knew I was in the Transkei.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did they say that?

MRS KONDILE: Some of them said that.

MR NTSEBEZA: That you knew...(intervention)

MRS KONDILE: ..had gone to the Transkei.

MR NTSEBEZA: ...that he was not captured by the police?

MRS KONDILE: Yes they said that if he had been captured, he should have been able to communicate with them inside
jail. And I asked them, "how is it possible for a man under such tight security", you understand when you have been
kidnapped by police, how tight security can be. They said, "Well he knew how to communicate with us", and I asked
them, "What do you do when one of you has been caught?" They said, "We changed our strategies". But I said to them,
"he has been caught, I'm telling you he has been caught, if you're suspecting he'll talk, I'm advising you that he has been
caught".

MR NTSEBEZA: Now did you know that Comrade Chris Hani was in Lesotho at that stage?

MRS KONDILE: Yes but when I had been to Lesotho in December, I never met him.

MR NTSEBEZA: So you were not able to meet him even in this occasion?

MRS KONDILE: As I say, while I was in Mandisa's house, we waited for the ANC, these ANC people to come. They
said they would come and visit me, but the whole weekend they said I must not go to...(indistinct), they would come to
me. But at the end, on Sunday evenning, the Clinea brothers came and said, "The ANC people are not coming to see
you, they are saying you must go to the refugee offices and if you
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want Sizwe's belongings, we don't want a woman, a man must come alone." and I think they meant his father. This is
the message I got, I never met the ANC people.

MR NTSEBEZA: In short, did you return without having met anyone?

MRS KONDILE: No except the refugee office officials and the Clinea brothers and what surprised me, each time these
young men came to me, they were crying, the Clinea brothers. I didn't know why they were crying.

MR NTSEBEZA: Right, now when was it that you read later on an article in the New Nation.



MRS KONDILE: I went to Port Elizabeth and reported everything that I have just related to Mr Kondile. I must say he
was very bitter and he is still very bitter about it, the way he was harassed. Any way, I went back ...(intervention).

MR NTSEBEZA: Is that the reason that he has not come?

MRS KONDILE: I don't know, when I asked him he said, he was never there when Sizwe was kidnapped, he feels he, I
don't know why he's not here, but he said he's got nothing to witness. he is a depressed man about all this matter.

MR NTSEBEZA: Yes. Now you said when you read the New Nation article, that was in February 1990, was it?

MRS KONDILE: Yes about now nine years after he had been to Lesotho, but in between there had been the hearings in
the Harms Commission, where Dirk Coetzee testified and the lady on my right will give a testimony. She has also got
her affidavits in front of you there, as how Sizwe was captured, she's the one who will relate how she thinks Sizwe was
captured. I'm not sure if I'm communicating correctly.

MR NTSEBEZA: Ja...(intervention)
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MRS KONDILE: But what I'm trying to say is that even before I read in the New Nation, there had been the Harms
Commission sitting, where Sizwe's case was presented by Mr Skweya the advocate, even when Dirk Coetzee was in
London he testified even on this case.

MR NTSEBEZA: What in essence, as you understand it, was the testimony of Dirk Coetzee, and the account that was
given in the newspapers about his disappearance? What was said happened?

MRS KONDILE: In the New Nation it was said that Sizwe is one of those who did not return because he had been so
tortured at Jeffries Bay, to the extent that he had had brain haemorrhage, this is the New Nation article. He had brain
haemorrhage, and when the cops who detained him, took him to the Jeffries Bay doctor, who later refused to testify at
the Harms Commission, this doctor said, "This is another Steve Biko case", so he advised the policemen that this could
have very serious implications for South Africa. So this article therefore was saying that the cops therefore tried to
dispose of this body secretly and burn it.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it true that that same story was reported in two other Western Cape newspapers?

MRS KONDILE: Yes, the Daily Despatch and the Eastern Province Herald.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now after the publication of those articles, is not so that Dirk Coetzee also confirmed while he was in
exile, the essence of those stories. Have you comments on these articles?

MRS KONDILE: Yes, Dirk Coetzee also confirmed the essence of those articles, and to add to that, there is a typed
statement, the affidavit is in front of you Sir, where Dirk
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Coetzee is relating this incident.



MR NTSEBEZA: What do you understand him to be saying?

MRS KONDILE: I understand him to say that he first saw this young man at Jeffries Bay, his leg was tied to an iron
bed, and therefore what surprises me is that he further says he jumped out of the window, his hands had been tied to this
iron bed and he said he jumped out of the window. I don't understand how he could jump out of the window. I cannot
read Afrikaans but this is what I understand. Well Dirk Coetzee testified that they took him to this doctor, who said what
I've already said about the Steve Biko case, that they took him to Komatiepoort where he gave him poison drops, but he
didn't die immediately from these poison drops, somebody had to shoot him, and then he died.

Well Dirk Coetzee goes on further to say that when he died, they put his body on a pile of wood with a tyre near the
Komatiepoort River at night, where it took them nine hours to burn his body. Dirk Coetzee further states that twice they
were burning his body, the flesh was smelling good, and they were having beers at that time. So it was like a braai to
them.

As a mother I feel that, no matter whether it was politics, fighting for his land, I don't think he deserved all that
treatment, I feel it was grossly inhuman, I feel if they could have killed him and gave us the body or left it in the veld
there, I feel that this was tantamount to cannibalism, or even Satanism.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did Dirk Coetzee say about the car?

MRS KONDILE: Well I must say that whilst I was in Maseru, I went to the refugee offices on that Monday, and the
people there told me that they did not want to say anything to me
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until I had met with his colleagues, these people have reported that Sizwe had stolen their car, whereas in Chris Hani's
affidavit, Sizwe had been lent this car by Chris Hani, which he had testified himself under oath. So there was a
policeman who came to the refugee offices and told me that, the policemen in Lesotho had discovered this car on the
Swaziland border with this registration number, A91..., it's there in the affidavit, and Dirk Coetzee also confirmed what
this policeman had told me that they had left Sizwe's car on the Swaziland border.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now all of a sudden, almost after a decade after your son had disappeared, after a lot of accusations
and counter accusations, confusion sown by the police, it appeared that what you had said to his comrades in Lesotho
has been confirmed, by independent sources, namely that he had been kidnapped by the police. Did you have an
opportunity to speak to anyone who was high ranking in the ANC after these revelations which seemed to exonerate
your son?

MRS KONDILE: Yes, I did this, after all that you have spoken about. I got hold of the late Mr Chris Hani's telephone
number, and I telephoned the SACP offices in Johannesburg, and I was answered on the first day by Mr Charles
Mapula. On the second day Mr Chris Hani himself was there. Chris was very friendly on that day, he even said, "Mrs
Kondile, we have finally established that your son has been kidnapped, we are very sorry about everything." That was
just about a month before he died, and Mr Hani said to me, "Mrs Kondile, if there should be a memorial service for
Sizwe, I shall be very happy to come down and speak on behalf of the ANC". Those were our parting words.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Did that take place?



MRS KONDILE: No, unfortunately, Mr Hani died.

MR NTSEBEZA: And for the record, Mr Hani, as the World knows, was murdered in Boksburg where he stays, do you
know that? (end of tape 14)

(start of tape 15)

MRS KONDILE: ....to keep his house when he was away on different missions.

MR NTSEBEZA: We should allow Vusi to tell us that story. You called him all the way from Cape Town to tell the
story ...(indistinct).Now who is Lindiwe Kondile.

MRS KONDILE: Lindiwe is one of the siblings, Sizwe's sister.

MR NTSEBEZA: How has the disappearance and the murder of he brother affected her.

MRS KONDILE: Lindiwe and Sizwe have been very close, we're very closely placed, Lindiwe never reconciled, she
never accepted the fact that her brother's been killed. Until recently, she suffered from depressive psychosis, which the
doctors at the hospital referred to as some depression that has been bottled up for a long time, and I feel that this should
have been the result of all that she has been bottling up for all these years.

MR NTSEBEZA: Mtetelele Kondile, who is that?

MRS KONDILE: He is the sibling who was born after my second born child. I have mentioned earlier that during the
Fort Hare uprising, Sizwe was together with Mtetelele at Fort Hare, they both suffered harassment from the South
African Police. I also mentioned that they went back home and left school and wrote letters to the effect that they would
not be returning to Fort Hare. Now at this time we
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noticed that Mtetelele was behaving abnormally, but it was not a serious matter, until one day, when he was playing a
rugby match, he was knocked and then this disorder manifested itself, and from all the scans there was nothing wrong
from that kick, there was no haemorrhage, but ever since that kick at the rugby match, Mtetelele has never recovered.
And it became worse when his brother left the country, it even became worse when the news of his murder came. He
should have been here to give some evidence about what happened to them at Fort Hare, but he has refused, he was at
some place where we were briefed, but he slept for the whole day when he came back, I could see that I should not
burden him any further with it.

He has recently received a money grant for this disability only for two months. After all those years, since 1980, he has
been dependant on us. When we send him to school, if he takes a job, he becomes ill again. I would say that he is one of
the siblings who has been most affected because they went to school together, they were always together.

MR NTSEBEZA: Has his suffering been diagnosed as mental depression which causes him to be unable to work and
care for himself?

MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is Bantu?

MRS KONDILE: Well Bantu is Sizwe's child, but born out of marriage.

MR NTSEBEZA: But it's his child all the same?



MRS KONDILE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Does the child know who the father is?

MRS KONDILE: Well when the father left he was still very
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young, but unfortunately, when these publications were coming out, some journalists took a photo of him and he saw
this photograph in the press, and some children at school told him that they had seen his picture in the paper. They were
talking about his father and he started asking about him. Since then he has been pestering us to tell him where the father
is and so on, and we find it very difficult.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now Mrs Kondile, you have told us a horrifying story, all at once a story of the tragic murder of your
son at the hands of the security police, but I think where it is most depressing and sad, through no fault of anybody, but
perhaps through the fault of those same security persons, a story of how the abduction and kidnapping of your child was
not believed by his own comrades. Now if you had a request to make to the Commission, what would it be?

MRS KONDILE: If I have a request to make to the Commission, I would ask the Commission to assist us to bring the
perpetrators of this brutal murder before the court, so that these perpetrators could be charged and punished for what
they did and the manner in which my son was murdered. And I further ask the Commission to see what it can do to
pacify the Kondile family for the loss of a beloved son, deprivation and the loss of a father and provider to Bantu,
because I feel Sizwe would have provided for Bantu and we are towards pension, we are the grandparents.

Information of Sizwe's character and loss of his belongings, damage to the Kondile Family's dignity and trauma with the
whole family, especially his siblings, his father, his closest friend, Bantu and myself. And I'd further add that it's a
request from my mother in law that
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I should have expressed to the Commission that the Kondile family would be the last people to turn traitors, because
even the state president himself, President Mandela, and the late Mr Oliver Tambo, were once sheltered under her roof
in Port Elizabeth. So I want to say that Sizwe grew up under such conditions, listening to these stories from his
grandmother, so he has been inspired. They have expressed that they have been in the struggle for quite a long time to
find themselves at last ...(indistinct).

MR NTSEBEZA: But is it not consolation that at least from the revelations of Dirk Coetzee and those who have been
testifying at the court trial, that your son and his commitment has been vindicated? That on an objective of all known
facts, it can now be established that he never turned traitor?

MRS KONDILE: This was just an endorsement, I understand, they also understand now, they're also happy now that the
truth has come, but ask that we should endorse, that I should endorse.

MR NTSEBEZA: I see. I will ask just one question which is a question that I ask many people in your position. If in the
course of this investigative process, the Commission were to identify all the perpetrators of your son's murder, not only
those who have confessed to have been the physical agents of his liquidation, but those who were the hidden hands
behind his destruction, but who in that process, applied for amnesty, and were able in that process to be granted amnesty



on the basis that they have given a full disclosure and have met all the requirements of amnesty, what would your
attitude be?

MRS KONDILE: This question has been asked from me many
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times, even by journalists, even journalists from the BBC, and I've tried to answer, even to men of religion. I should
have indicated from the beginning that I am from a religious home, I am the last born daughter of a minister of religion,
but when it comes to that question, I have decided that now I shall cross that bridge when I come to it, because it is a
question I cannot answer at this juncture, because it should depend on my emotions at that time, how I feel at that time. I
don't want to give those people hope before they have demonstrated to come up with the truth.

MR NTSEBEZA: Fair enough. Thank you Mrs Kondile.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Questions?

MR SANDI: Has any statement been made by the ANC to say that Sizwe Kondile has never turned a traitor and that
they've now realised what happened? A public statement, not just a statement to you? And if they did make such a
statement, did it satisfy you?

MRS KONDILE: No, besides the telephone conversation between myself and the late Mr Hani, there has never been a
statement to that effect. The advocate that was there, the advocate is from Jacob Zuma, who was the head of the
Ukhonto at that time, and the late Chris Hani, to the effect that after the so-called relief, they want to confirm, but it did
not return to the ANC base. And incidently, that is one other reason why we don't accept really, because we feel that
somebody from the ANC offices should have come, at least to say that Comrade Sizwe fell and they accept the way. Of
course I must testify to the Commission that at some rally in Port Elizabeth, the late Mr Chris Hani, when he was been
reading out names of the heros of the Eastern Province who have fallen, he has always read out Sizwe's
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name, that is why the family is happy now, because we realise that the late Mr Chris Hani has accepted the truth.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions this side?

DR BORAINE: I understand that you wish Mr Bikole to support you today and give evidence? Is that true?

MRS KONDILE: Yes, especially since he has kindly flown from Cape Town, especially to be here.

GUSUMZO BIKOLE: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much, you may be seated. Mr Nsebeza will continue to lead the evidence. Thank you.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mr Chair. Mr Bikole I don't intend to be long with you. Can you confirm that Czinisizwe
Konyani Kondile was known to you?

MR BIKOLE: Yes I do.

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you briefly in your own words, very briefly give us a clear picture of how you came to know him
where you went to and indeed, what you did in the course of the liberation struggle, both here, in exile, until that day
when he mysteriously disappeared?



MR BIKOLE: I grew up virtually together with Sizwe. We attended the same primary school, we attended the same
church, we were together all the time, we were together at Fort Hare, we were involved in student politics while at Fort
Hare, we got impatient with student politics, we made contact with the ANC before we left South Africa, we started
working as ANC activists in underground conditions until such time that the police were hot on our trail. Two ...
(indistinct) activists who were we in our cell, were arrested, we had to leave the country.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who were those?

MR BIKOLE: It was Tembi Simbsimbiyabo who was captain of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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an island, together with Nanamso Njobe. We left South Africa in September 1980 after we had vowed never to return to
Fort Hare again. We went to Lesotho. We met Comrade Chris Hani, Thosa Mile Botha and Comrade Ace, We were
eager to join the armed struggle, Mkhonto we Sizwe, Comrade Chris told us to first try and build the underground in the
Eastern Cape because our underground in the Eastern Cape was very weak. We received basic military training in
Lesotho, this enabled us to go on missions in and out of the country. Sizwe, after coming back from mission which was
in June 1981, said to me there are there are three persons who matter in his life. I asked him who those persons were, he
said, it was his mother, his sister Lindiwe and his girlfriend Norwi Chicken.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is that the lady to your right?

MR BIKOLE: That is correct. He appeared to be disturbed, I didn't want to press him further and ask why he was telling
me all this, but he went on to say that earlier in the week, he had spoken to Norwi, inviting her to come over in Maseru,
but she couldn't make it because they were having family traditional rights in respect of her late father, and Sizwe was
upset that she couldn't come.

This was two days before he disappeared. On the night in question, Sizwe came to where we were staying, because at
that time we were not staying in the same house because he was taking care of the house of one comrade who was then
In Lusaka, but coming back. So we were not staying together that time. He came to our place between one and two early
in the morning, he asked for a cigarette. In the house was Majola and I. We had cigarettes and he said he was going.

We then asked him as to where he was going? The same

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

21 BIKOLE

day in the afternoon, this was about four or five, I'm not so sure, Comrade Prins came to our place came to our place and
asked about Sizwe's whereabouts. We said, well the last time that we were with him was in the early hours of the
morning, between one and two. We asked him what the matter was. Comrade Chris told us that Sizwe has been to his
place in the morning and he told him about Norwi, that he was upset by the fact that Norwi cannot come at the time, so
Chris told Sizwe to take his car which was a yellow stanza, SSS, Chris's car, the car that was used by Comrade Chris in
Lesotho. So sizwe took the car on his way to make a telephone call to Norwi.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he going to make this telephone call from a public box?

MR BIKOLE: Well normally they used public telephones when they were making calls. So one will assume that he
went to a public telephone.

MR NTSEBEZA: What time was it when Chris said he had driven his car?

MR BIKOLE: Well he did not indicate time but he said it was in the morning, because Chris came to us in the
afternoon. He just said that Sizwe was at his place in the morning to tell him about Norwi.



MR NTSEBEZA: And it was in that morning that he had driven his car to go and make a telephone call?

MR BIKOLE: Yes it was that morning.

MR NTSEBEZA: And he was coming to enquire because since then he had not come back.

MR BIKOLE: That is correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: I see.

MR BIKOLE: So Comrade Chris asked us to look for him in
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places where we normally go, so we left, it was Tosi Majola, Comrade Socks Sokupa and I. Chris gave us a car, we
went looking for Sizwe. That late afternoon turned into evening, and we couldn't find Sizwe where we normally go. We
decided to phone Norwi to find out whether Sizwe indeed did make the call which he was supposed to have made that
day. I phoned Norwi's place in Port Elizabeth, I couldn't get Norwi that night.

The following morning we went back to Comrade Chris to report that we have not found Sizwe, and then Comrade
Chris just said that we should phone his home, in Port Elizabeth.

MR NTSEBEZA: Whose home?

MR BIKOLE: Sizwe's home. We were a bit hesitant to phone directly his home because we didn't know what to tell the
parents.

MR NTSEBEZA: Were you already suspicious that something amiss had happened.

MR BIKOLE: Yes because it had never happened before that Sizwe would just disappear without telling anybody. So I
phoned Mr Silas Nganunu to inform him that Sizwe has disappeared. We don't know where he is. Could he please go
and tell Sizwe's father, Mr Dumile Kondile. I also phoned Norwi on the same day. I got her on the line, I asked her
whether she has spoken to Sizwe recently. Norwi told me, yes they did speak on the phone but they never finished their
discussion. I asked why, and she said well it looked as if Sizwe stopped talking. She could not understand what was
happening on the other side. So that's briefly how it was.

MR NTSEBEZA: I see. Now you have heard testimony of confusion that took place in Lesotho at this time. Now I
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don't want you to repeat that, but to you as a friend and as a close friend, it must have been a painful nine years.

MR BIKOLE: It was.

MR NTSEBEZA: And would I be right in saying, in some ways, though it is sad, that the only for you to discover this
actual truth as to what happened to him is to know that he died and he died in such a gruesome way? You are none the
less relieved that he is not in fact what people suspected he was? Is that right?

MR BIKOLE: Yes that is correct. You know, in the course of our liberation discussions we always believed that death is
not really an issue because death is an integral part of a liberation struggle when you've got two opposing forces. But
what induces a sense of shock and revulsion, is the method and manner of how people were killed. It came as a big
relief when we read in the New Nation in 1990 that at least there is a person who seems to know exactly what has



happened to Sizwe and this being in the person of Dirk Coetzee.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now you are now in the Ministry of Justice, are you not.

MR BIKOLE: That is correct.

MR NTSEBEZA: You are in fact one of the advisors to the Minister of Justice.

MR BIKOLE: You are not unfamiliar with the provisions with the promotion of national unity and the Conciliation
Act?

MR BIKOLE: I'm not.

MR NTSEBEZA: You are one of the famous zeros, in some sense.

MR BIKOLE: Our ministry was central in the drafting of the law.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Do I understand therefore, that revolted as you may feel about the manner in which Sizwe died, you
none the less would go with a decision of an amnesty committee provided it was satisfied, and satisfied in all respects, if
there are perpetrators who satisfied all the requirements of the act as you know it, you haven't got a personal interest in
this, do I understand you to be saying you would sanction the findings of that committee?

MR BIKOLE: Our interim constitution being the supreme law of the land enjoins us to promote national unity inscribed
for reconciliation in our country as a mechanism of ensuring that. It further tells us that those people who committed
atrocities in the conflict of the past, who come forward to make a full disclosure and their act or mission having been
associated with it's political objective, then those people shall be granted amnesty. My own understanding of that tells
me that it is not automatic that a person by virtue of having applied for amnesty, that person shall be granted amnesty.

MR NTSEBEZA: I accept that. I was asking if all those requirements were accepted, would you, even in the case of
your own friend, say, assuming you were satisfied, that in any event, that is what our Act enjoins that committee to say.

MR BIKOLE: I will accept that.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you. There is just one missing link, and I don't know whether we shouldn't say it through you,
Norwi's link. Do you know now what Norwi's story is? That is, what impression did it leave when she said the
conversation could not be finished between them?

MR BIKOLE: Well my immediate impression was that, look it
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was not a normal conversation. Knowing Sizwe and knowing Norwi that it can never be abruptly stopped without any
reason. So when Norwi said to me that they didn't finish their conversation, I was surprised, and I asked her as to what
happened.

MR NTSEBEZA: In fact Norwi says in the story she has told Mrs Kondile, that the conversation stopped abruptly, but
she could still hear the sound of traffic on the other side, even if the conversation stopped, as if somebody had just left
the telephone hanging.

MR BIKOLE: I read that in her statement but she never said that to me when I spoke to her that time.



MR NTSEBEZA: That is all.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, are there any further questions?

MR SANDI: Mr Bikole, you have said it is not automatic that one will get amnesty, once he applies for amnesty. Were
you referring to the fact that there are those requirements with which the applicant has got to comply?

MR BIKOLE: That is correct.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Can I further ask, the confusion which is said to have happened about the disappearance of
Sizwe, do you perhaps have any views as to how it could have happened, what could have been....... (end of side A tape
15)

(start side B)...have driven the car out of Lesotho on his own, because that was a known car, a car that was used by
Comrade Chris Hani. The agents of the South African Police knew more about the car and he could not have gone
through the border post with the car, because we also enquired when we were looking for him, we checked several
border gates as
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to whether a car fitting that description had gone through. It was negative. We didn't expect it to be positive, because
even if it had gone through, it would have been done with some collusion of some kind between those at the border post
and the South African Police, given the might of the then apartheid state.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was the car ever recovered?

MR BIKOLE: It never came back to Lesotho, I do not know, MR NTSEBEZA: Except for the statement attributed to
some of the newspapers and Dirk Coetzee.

MR BIKOLE: Except for those statements...(intervention)

MR NTSEBEZA: ..that it was on the Swaziland border or something.

MR BIKOLE: Yes. But the car never came back to Lesotho.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very very much for your testimony. We hope that in the telling of your story and the
vindication that you have received, admittedly so gruesomely, that there will have been some contribution to the process
of healing. I thank you very much for coming before the Commission. We value enormously your contribution. I
suggest that we take a break and come back at a quarter to five.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS

--------------------------------------

 

 



1 M KOTA 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 18.04.96 NAME: MIKE KOTA

CASE: EAST LONDON

DAY 4

__________________________________________________________

DR BORAINE: We invite to the witness stand Mr Mike Kota. Good afternoon Mr Kota, you are Mr Kota?

MR KOTA: Yes.

MIKE KOTA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Mr Kota you have come to tell us about the death of Jeanette Mahonga, is that
right?

MR KOTA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Who was killed very tragically with a petrol bomb. Is she related to you? Is she a member of your
family?

MR KOTA: Yes we are members of the same organisation.

DR BORAINE: The same organisation.

MR KOTA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: So it's not a family member?

MR KOTA: No.

DR BORAINE: But you are a witness?

MR KOTA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much indeed. The hardworking Mr Ntsiki Sandi will help you in the questions, and I
want you to know that we are very, very pleased that you are here and take your time as you tell your story. Thank you.

MR SANDI: Mr Kota you stay at Seymour?

MR KOTA: Yes.

MR SANDI: How long have you been staying there?
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MR KOTA: I was born at Seymour and I grew up at Seymour.

MR SANDI: What kind of job are you doing?

MR KOTA: I am a town clerk there.

MR SANDI: At Seymour?

MR KOTA: Yes I am the town clerk at Seymour.

MR SANDI: In other words you are the mayor?

MR KOTA: Yes I am the mayor.

MR SANDI: Oh, as we are now talking we are talking to the mayor. Now are you telling me I should watch my steps as
I talk to you? Mr Mayor now let's come back to this issue. Let us start exactly here. The family of Mahonga were you
related to that, or was there a kind of friendship?

MR KOTA: Yes. I had a relationship with a family because Sister Mahonga, Jeanette Mahonga we were together in the
organisation of the African National Congress.

MR SANDI: This sister Jeanette Mahonga and her daughter, is it her daughter that is with you here today?

MR KOTA: Yes, that's her daughter Nonkuthalo.

MR SANDI: Was she present on the day of the incident that you are going to describe today?

MR KOTA: Yes she was there.

MR SANDI: Can I first understand about Sister Mahonga, what kind of a person are we talking about here? I don't think
I know her, can you briefly tell us a picture of the person we are talking about here, Sister Mahonga.

MR KOTA: Sister Mahonga was a leader at the Seymour under the African National Congress, and she was really
fighting against apartheid during that time, and she was also helping the government of Brigadier Gqozo. She was a
member, she was actually a chairperson and at the same time she was a member of the Women's League at Border, it
was in the ANC
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organisation. There are many committees actually that she served. Some of those committees were really funded by the
Netherlands. Well if I have to describe her she was a heroine and she was a leader.

MR SANDI: Do I understand that she was the top at the school? Where was she working?

MR KOTA: She was working at Seymour.

MR SANDI: Are you referring to Seymour Clinic? Not let us refer to the day on the 21st of October 1992, you say on
that day there was a meeting organised, can you please give us briefly what kind of a meeting was that? Can you tell us
what happened the day before?

MR KOTA: On this day there was a meeting of an organisation, there was a World Vision organisation. It was really
funding local schoolchildren who were from poor families. The officials of those was from Bayi(?) which is in Port
Elizabeth. There was a committee as well at Seymour that was organised. Sister Mahonga was a member of that
committee. Because of the sickness that I had that day I couldn't go to the meeting. Well the meeting went on. As I have



already mentioned, Sister Mahonga was a nurse. She gave me some few medicines so that I can go to bed. And late I
was supposed to go to her place so that she can report. Well I went home, I slept. The meeting went on without me. At
about 7 o'clock I went to Sister Mahonga's place and she gave me a report about the meeting. She told me that there was
a Mr Betane who was a member ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Can I just disturb you, do you say that the meeting was at Sister Mahonga?

MR KOTA: Yes the meeting was at Sister Mahonga.

MR SANDI: It started at 7?
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MR KOTA: Yes it started at 7 in the evening.

MR SANDI: And when did it stop?

MR KOTA: No it wasn't a very long meeting. At about 8, past 8 it ended.

MR SANDI: You can proceed.

MR KOTA: After meeting her she gave me a report. She said one member did something that was not appreciated in the
organisation. He wrote a letter to Port Elizabeth that the committee has to be mandated. And she further went on to give
me a report that the committee will be extended so that we have a good management. Well we went on to discuss this
fact and then we came to the conclusion that it was a wrong thing that was done. We decided to write a letter.

MR SANDI: You know that member was a teacher Mr Betane, where were you at the time?

MR KOTA: We were at the outside room, there was flat there, Nonkuthalo was staying in that flat.

MR SANDI: Other people didn't go to Seymour? Can you tell us about Seymour for other people who might have been
hearing this word for the first time, how big is Seymour and the development?

MR KOTA: Seymour is about 42 kilometres from Fort Beaufort to Queenstown, it's one of the small towns, it's on the
road just before Whittlesea. Many people at Seymour - you know it doesn't have so many people, there can be about
15,000 in that small town. The conditions of development really dropped to a very low standard because people were
now given sites in Transkei in 1984, now the development for that area was really very, very low.

Together with Sister Mahonga we were trying by all means to carry the developments for what, we wanted to
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invite the overseas countries, the governments from overseas to fund us. Now this World Vision was one of those
organisations supporting funding such small towns. Even in Britain we had support. We were working with Vissieskop
plan, this wasn't a very big organisation but it was just so small. Now the developments really went on and we thought
maybe with those small developments as time went on would grow big.

MR SANDI: How do many people survive in this town of Seymour?

MR KOTA: Many people depend on agriculture. You know when they have worked thoroughly in their fields they can
produce a lot of food and people can survive. As I have already mentioned that agriculture was destroyed by the
Ciskeian government because the Ministers were being awarded sites, very big sites, that is when this thing of small



funding was destroyed.

MR SANDI: Mr Kota can we come back to Sister Mahonga. Sister Mahonga shortly told you what happened at the
meeting and you went to sleep. She went to sleep in the big house?

MR KOTA: Yes. She explained to me everything what happened. I think it was round about to 9, she went to sleep and
she said I am now leaving you. During that time the assaulting of leaders was on a very high rate and I was staying there
and I had to stay awake sometimes during the night to take care of the house. That day or that night I stayed till late
because I had to take care.

MR SANDI: Now while sitting and waiting what happened?

MR KOTA: While I was sitting it wasn't long after she went into the house I heard a knock at the door. It was knocking,
"Michael, Michael open the door. My house is
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burning, my children, open it's me I am burning". I opened the door. When I opened the door I saw Sister Mahonga. Her
chest was burnt, her hair was burning. She said to me a bomb was thrown at my chest. Well I went out, I understood that
these are people, people who did this are really from around, they are not from far. Well I went out of the kitchen door
because there wasn't anybody, Mr Betane was not at home that day, I rushed out of the kitchen door and I saw this house
burning, it was aflame, smoke coming out of the windows.

I saw two people running away. They were taking the direction heading the police station. The police station is about
200 metres from Sister Mahonga's house. Those people were wearing balaclavas heading for the police station. They
went into the car that was close to the police station. It was a Toyota 16 valve, the registration number was CB, and they
sped off.

MR SANDI: Do you say the car's registration was CB, didn't you realise the numbers?

MR KOTA: No, I couldn't get the numbers.

MR SANDI: Was it at night?

MR KOTA: Yes it was because it was at night. The car sped off and I said to Nonkuthalo can we try to take the children
out of the house. I think there was a child of about eight years. She was sleeping while the house was burning. This
child really cried and we went in to fetch her. People came out. The response that night was very promising. They were
flocking to the house to come and help us.

Well when the people passed near the police station shots went off. They were shots from automatic rifles. These people
trying to help were shot.
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MR SANDI: Were you saying the police were shooting people who were heading to help put the fire out?

MR KOTA: Yes, those people were being shot at. Well they went back because they were fearing for their lives. They
kept on shooting and shooting and shooting. Well this continued. When we tried to put the fire out, just before the fire
could be ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Are you telling me that they took another alternative way, was the road next to the police station the
shorter way to the house?



MR KOTA: Yes, they took the longer alternative route, because this other one was very short. They couldn't pass
because they were being shot at.

MR SANDI: Now did they arrive and could you manage to put the fire out?

MR KOTA: Yes, they managed. The police were already standing outside at the verandah. They were saying "that is
good for you". Well we didn't realise at that time that those were very heavy and unacceptable words. When we tried to
extinguish the fire this time the shots were now directed at us. We ran for our lives. The Reverend was also there, and
then we tried to hit, police were still shooting at us. MR SANDI: The house was still burning at that time?

MR KOTA: Yes the house was still burning at that time. The police were just standing there, they didn't come to help
us, they are killing people, they are shooting people, the people that were supposed to help put out the fire.

MR SANDI: This thing that is (...indistinct) "serves you right", how did you take that?

MR KOTA: Well it gave me the impression that the police were involved in this, because according to what I heard
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they were supposed to lend a helping hand, not to say "serves you right".

Now during those times the conditions about politics, you know there were harassments, many harassments directed at
Sister Mahonga, she was detained by those police. I wasn't really expecting them to come and help, but that was a
condition that was needing urgent attention.

Well we managed to extinguish the fire. Sister Mahonga was taken to the clinic. The sisters on duty called an ambulance
urgently and it took her to the hospital. The sister on duty that day received a telephone call threatening her why did she
call an ambulance. Sister Mahonga went to the hospital that is when she was transferred to East London, and she passed
away here in East London.

MR SANDI: Did she die on that same day or the next day?

MR KOTA: I think she died five days after that. It was after comrades went to visit her and members of the
organisation.

MR SANDI: According to the doctor's report was she severely burnt?

MR KOTA: According to the doctor's report that bomb really had an effect on her, she was burnt.

MR SANDI: Can you explain a bit to us about the post mortem, what does the report say?

MR KOTA: Even if I didn't get a chance to read the post mortem or to have a look at it, we heard that she was killed by
the wounds from burning.

MR SANDI: After her funeral what happened at home?

MR KOTA: After she was buried the police were just around, even before they were going up and down. You know
during
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prayer sessions the security police were coming to meet the people from the prayers, they were making jokes saying,
"now have a look at your struggle".

MR SANDI: Were there problems on the day of the funeral, I mean from the police side?

MR KOTA: As there was an organisation ANC Women's League Comrade Stofile was supposed to address the masses.
The police and the soldiers were in large numbers there. They were very armed and they were surrounding us. Even on
our proceeding to the cemetery the police were there and the soldiers as well, heavily armed.

MR SANDI: Mr Kota can we go back to the car that was CB, was there anybody in the car?

MR KOTA: That car I saw in the day. As I have said before Seymour was not such a big town, it was easy for me to see
that car during the day, because there were few cars during that time at Seymour. This car I saw during the day it was
driven by Mhlungisi Willi, Constable Mhlungisi Willi, and he was together with people that I couldn't recognise because
they were wearing balaclavas.

MR SANDI: Constable Mhlungisi Willi that you saw on that day was he the one driving that car, did you see him
driving and others wearing balaclavas?

MR KOTA: Yes, I saw him driving and others wearing balaclavas, no he wasn't wearing a balaclava.

MR SANDI: There is a person who confessed seeing the car, can you tell us and explain exactly what this person said?

MR KOTA: Yes this is Nonzi Mayike, she saw the car twice, it was very close to Sister Mahonga's house and it was
being driven by this that I have now explained. When Nonzima explained she said Willi said to her there were two
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handgrenades in the car and a big rifle.

MR SANDI: Is Nonzi Mayike here today?

MR KOTA: Yes she is around here today.

MR SANDI: Would you make a request that she comes up to also ...(tape ends) ...someone saw this car.

MR KOTA: She saw the car at the Post Office site. It was driven by the same person that I have already mentioned. He's
also here.

MR SANDI: Was there a case taken to the court of law with regard to this whole matter?

MR KOTA: Yes we went to open a criminal case at the police station. The police said to us there is not enough evidence
about the death of Sister Mahonga. Well we went to see our advocates. We were using Linden Dorrington at that time.
They tried their level best to meet with the Attorney General so that an inquest might be opened. Now the Attorney
General permitted the inquest to take place, now that inquest it put everything clear about the investigations, that
Constable Willi and others are the killers of Sister Mahonga.

MR SANDI: What did the court say, did it say with the evidence put forward one has to be prosecuted so that there can
be a case, because the inquest would only concentrate on the fact that is there a person that can be prosecuted about this
whole matter?

MR KOTA: Yes the inquest found it very clever to prosecute Mr Willi and the others.

MR SANDI: Now when did the case end?



MR KOTA: No prosecutions took place thereafter, besides the fact that we only heard after that the case would be taken
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Court that there was not enough evidence and the case was withdrawn.

MR SANDI: Did the case all in all just end nowhere?

MR KOTA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Mr Kota, Mr Mayor do you have anything you want to say with regard to this whole incident?

MR KOTA: There isn't anything that I want to say, but I want to put forward before this Commission, we, the people of
Seymour, even if this thing happened that time we were really expecting Gqozo's government to open the case and carry
on, we would like the Commission to investigate this matter about Sister Mahonga. Can you please search deeply
because one thing the police who we suspect killed Sister Mahonga they are still police and they are still police at
Seymour, and in that case there will never, ever be peace at Seymour. We now ask the Commission, these policemen
they have to be removed because they were involved in Sister Mahonga's case.

One other thing we are aware it's a long time now since this thing happened. Sister Mahonga's children are struggling.
Well because of the contributions from the community they have been looked after but they cannot carry on anymore
because Sister Mahonga was the breadwinner. The community realised we can employ them in the developmental
organisation so that they can earn some living. She is now working at the offices of those organisations. That is what we
have to say before this Commission today.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Kota I just want to ask you one question, when that ambulance was called, the sister that called the
ambulance received a threat on her life, now is that sister still in Seymour?
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MR KOTA: Because of the threats and everything which was done she left Seymour because she was afraid of her life.
She realised that her life was at stake because she used to receive many death threats. She is still working but she is no
longer in Seymour.

MS CRICHTON: The sister's name?

MR KOTA: I cannot remember well but I think if we can find out we can know who that sister is.

MS CRICHTON: Can you give the name at a later stage?

MR KOTA: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I'd like to ask this question, how many children does Sister Mahonga have?

MR KOTA: Sister Mahonga has four children. The eldest is in Cape Town, he is working and he is married. He got
married before Sister Mahonga died. The second one felt that after passing her matriculation she should get employment
because she could not go further with her education. She is presently at Bisho. She was very keen to continue with her
education. Nonkuthalo Mahonga also is working. She also discontinued schooling because there was a problem with
finances. She was here in East London. She was doing administration, but because of inadequate funds she couldn't
continue further. Nozuku Mahonga is at home, she is unemployed, she is not attending school. This also is due to lack of
means. Their father is also deceased.



MR BURTON: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Kota in your statement you mentioned that there was a witness who had sen
the car that you later identified and that was being driven at the time that the witness saw it by Constable Willi, that
witness also identified another person who was in that car as a Mr Betane, is that the same Mr Betane who was also a
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committee member of World Vision and about whom there was a dispute? Not the same person?

MR KOTA: It is the same person. That is the same person Mr Betane. He was seen in this car with the police.

REVEREND TUTU: Any other questions. Thank you very much Mr Mayor. We are really very happy to see young
people who were involved in the struggle still carrying on as leaders of the people. We are really happy again to hear the
way you tried to develop the community of your area.

DR BORAINE: Just before you leave could I just mention that we know that there are additional witnesses and when
the Commission takes up the investigation they will be in touch with them so that they can get their testimony as well.
We will follow that up. Thank you.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you. We are going to take a break.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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__________________________________________________________

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: I've been getting some advice from this man on my right here,
which happens to be good advice, that we should please take Mr Malgas, he's been
in the wheelchair for quite a while and we would hope that could dispose of the
matter but whether we do or not we will want to continue up to about five.

(Stretching break)

DR BORAINE: Could I have silence please. We call now and invite to the stand, Mr
Singqokwana Malgas. We are delighted to welcome you here and you have remarkable
patience, waiting and waiting and waiting and we're very glad that we are able
to have the hearing now before you go home and having to come back again.

MR SINGQOKWANA ERNEST MALGAS: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Malgas, you have been listening yesterday and today, and you know
that there are many different kinds of victims of human rights violations of
violence. Your situation is quite different from a whole lot of other people.
You are a victim of torture, of harassment, of imprisonment, and we want you to
tell us your story, but in order to assist you, as we have assisted everybody,
Tiny Maya is going to lead and ask you some questions and I hope you'll feel
very relaxed, very comfortable and try and answer the question as best as you
can. Thank you very much.
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MS MAYA: I greet you Mr and Mrs Malgas. I want to make an announcement before we
start. Mr Malgas asked me to indicate that we must give him extra time because
he has difficulty in speaking, because on release from one of his detentions,
there were a series of them, his body was now deformed and he had a stroke. It's
difficult for him to speak as his body is not functioning very well, so he asked
me to announce that to the House.

How do you feel Mr Malgas?

MR MALGAS: I'm fine thank you.

MS MAYA: Can you please tell us about yourself. You are Mr Malgas from Port
Elizabeth, your story is a very long one compared with all those that we have
heard today. It is from 1963. Now in 1963, how were you connected with the
political organisations.

MR MALGAS: Can I first say it was the ANC organisation which I joined. I went
overseas for military training. When I came ...(intervention)

MS MAYA: You said you were in a boat, you said it was Rhodesia at the time.



MR MALGAS: yes, we were from Rhodesia and we went to Pretoria. From Pretoria we
crossed the Zambesi River and went for military training and came back here.
When I returned I went to the police here.

MS MAYA: I request that Mrs Malgas should help you to remind you of some of the
issues.

MR MALGAS: We went to the security plans and I met the security police there.

MS MAYA: Were you already in custody of the police?

MR MALGAS: Yes I was in police custody at the time.

MS MAYA: And they accused you as a terrorist.
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MR MALGAS: Yes they did.

MS MAYA: And then you were sentenced.

MR MALGAS: And then the police here in East London were the ones who arrested
me, and I was tortured there and persecuted, and I was still inside in custody,
Sergeant Goert was the one who did these investigations and he called the police
from Port Elizabeth. I was assaulted terribly.

MS MAYA: What happened to you?

MR MALGAS: What can I say?

MS MAYA: Was the investigation final at the time, were you tortured and
persecuted and we would also like to know what exactly they did to you when they
were torturing you?

MR MALGAS: They took me to Pretoria to the detectives here in .... (end of tape
9)

.....I went to one of the rooms here at the police station

here in Pretoria. I was asked to give a statement about what was happening. Can
I know, is my statement here?

MS MAYA: Lets come to the appearance in court, were you charged, is it true that
you were charged in Pretoria?

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: Yes I was sentenced.

MS MAYA: How long were you sentenced?

MR MALGAS: I was sentenced for 22 years.

MS MAYA: I am aware that when we look at the statement, you appealed about this
sentence, and this was reduced, do you still remember for how long it was
reduced to?

MR MALGAS: It was 14 years.



MS MAYA: Who was your defence?

MR MALGAS: Mandela.

MS MAYA: Do you mean Mandela who is now the President?
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MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. These 14 years, where did you spend them?

MR MALGAS: I was on Robben Island.

MS MAYA: You stayed there for 14 years? I can see that you ended your sentence
in 1977, Is that true.

MR MALGAS: Yes it is true.

MS MAYA: So you were released. When you got home when you were released from
Robben Island, you were taken again and placed under house arrest for five
years, is that true?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is true.

MS MAYA: During this banning order, how was your life?

MR MALGAS: You now my life was always the life of harassment, the detectives
were always coming, I couldn't even go to work and My wife had to be a bread
winner.

MS MAYA: For how many years did this go on?

MR MALGAS: Since 1982.

MS MAYA: An after '82 you were unable to get happiness.

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: So you were detained frequently and tortured each time you were
detained.

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: When I look in this testimony that you have given here, it was since
1985 after the stay-away in Port Elizabeth.

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: Again you were taken to cells, is that true?

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: During this period, I gather that you had your house burned dow. Can
you please give us an account of
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what happened?

MR MALGAS: I suspect that it was the Boers who did this and we were asleep at
the time. My son was also asleep.

MS MAYA: And he was Simphiwe, is that so?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so?

MS MAYA: Was Simphiwe also part of this torture.

MR MALGAS: Yes he was.

MS MAYA: Simphiwe was poured with acid and do you remember the house was burned
at that period.

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Can you remember thereafter that you were given instructions that you
should stay in the house again?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: And you were arrested again in 1986.

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Again in the state of emergency in 1986, about two to three years
thereafter, were you arrested or were you charged.

MR MALGAS: No I was not charged.

MS MAYA: And then you were released in 1989, is that so?

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you in the cells all the time?

MR MALGAS: Yes I was in the cells. I was being beaten up all the time during all
these periods I was in custody, but there was no charge against me.

MS MAYA: Did this happen until 1989?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: During this period, did you realise that it was the time that you
started to become weak?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: I'd like you to confirm who the doctor was.

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

6 MALGAS



Was Dr Mendi?

MR MALGAS: Yes it was.

MS MAYA: In 1989, could you remember, when you were released, you attended OPD
Clinic in the hospital?

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you still remember the diagnosis that you had? Apoplexy?

MR MALGAS: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened that they should get rid of this behaviour?

MR MALGAS: At the time in 1990, I got a piece off my mind, because everybody now
was happy.

MS MAYA: I am certain that you are also satisfied with this.

MR MALGAS: I'd like to give another testimony that his younger brother was also
travelling, then somebody stabbed him once and he died. This person said he
stabbed him because he was his brother.

MS MAYA: Do you know who stabbed him to death?

MR MALGAS: No, this person was in custody and was then released without being
charged. He has not been charged up to this day.

MS MAYA: Do you wish that this person can also appear in the Commission.

MR MALGAS: Yes we do.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. Mr Malgas, I have seen here in this testimony that
the treatment that the treatment that you received in the hospital, you have
been unable to get it because you don't have any means to maintain your health.
You can't even attend physiotherapy sessions, you are unable to get medication,
is that true?
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MR MALGAS: Yes it is true.

MS MAYA: And I can also see that your house which was burned down and demolished
should be built again and I suspect that you'd also like to have treatment? Is
that so?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Is there anything that you can talk about?

MR MALGAS: No.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. Are there any other questions?

PANEL MEMBER: According to information which you have given us, there is
something which says, in May 1985, you were requested by Mr Godolozi, Mr Fasi
and Mr Hashe, Mr Nguli, that they should accompany you to the airport. You say
you were surprised. Can you tell us why you were you were surprised about this



request?

MR MALGAS: I wish to say, Hashe and Godolozi and Galela and Nguli, they told me
that I should go to the airport with them. It was a few weeks before, and I
stated that I was unable to do so because I was afraid to go to the airport. And
then we decided that we all should stay behind and only a few people should go.
I was afraid that the people, because this person we did not know, whom we were
supposed to go and fetch, we were afraid they could get into trouble if they
went to the airport. The police at the time were always after us, harassing us,
so we were afraid that the police will be after us and following us to the
airport.

PANEL MEMBER: Again in your explanation you state that one of the policemen who
was torturing you and beating you, he had a few words with Faku Gus, I'm quoting
from the statement, it is said :

"You will get it dead!" That was Mr Faku who
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uttered those words. He said, when we get freedom, which will be over our dead
bodies.

MR MALGAS: I would like to say to them, if we freedom over our dead bodies, but
I'd like to make them aware that we've got freedom.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Malgas.

PANEL MEMBER: Mr Malgas, there is something in your explanation that I'd like to
follow up. On the day when the house was burned down, I think I said your son
was first burned with an acid. Again you say, due to this assault he died, is
that so?

MR MALGAS: Yes it is so.

PANEL MEMBER: Was an inquest done during this period?

MR MALGAS: Not, nothing tangible had taken place during this period and we
didn't have any opportunity to expose ourselves.

PANEL MEMBER: I understand that you took this to the authorities and reported
but nobody took action about it?

Did you bury your son?

MR MALGAS: Yes we did.

PANEL MEMBER: Up to this day there was nothing done about this legally,

MR MALGAS: No, nothing was done up to this day.

PANEL MEMBER: Do you wish that if there is a way, could the Commission follow
this up?

MR MALGAS: Yes. I'd like also that there should be a follow-up as to why he was
removed.



PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.

DR BORAINE: Well Mr Malgas, I want to ask you a
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question, but if it is too painful for you to answer, that's fine.

MR MALGAS: Okay.

DR BORAINE: You have told us today that you were tortured many times in many
different places. If you are able to and it's not to painful, could you describe
some of that torture, what actually did they do to you?

MR MALGAS: During the torturing, I was always suffocated with a mask and there
was this helicopter training. A stick was put inside your knees and you had to
stretch your knees. During that period you were suffocated.

(Witness appears to be overcome by distress)

DR BORAINE: Mr Malgas, thank you very much indeed., for coming and we will
certainly follow up what you have asked us to do, and I hope you have a safe
return to your home. Thank you very much.

That adjourns the proceedings for today, we will start tomorrow at nine o'clock.
Thank you very much indeed.

-----------------------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Ntsomikazi Evelyn Mata to the stand please. Good morning, you are Mrs Mata? You are
very welcome.

MRS NTSOMIKAZI EVELYN MATA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mrs Mata, we have already heard that in the last 30 years there has been a great deal of conflict in
South Africa. Some of it coming from the state, some of it coming from resistance movements, but tragically there's also
been differences between organisations and the story you're going to tell today has something to do with that. You have
waited a very long time to tell this story. The incident that you will talk about happened in 1985. We hope that in the
telling of this story, you will be comforted and that you will also be helped. In leading the evidence, we have Mr Tsiki
Sandi and he will assist you to tell the story that's in your heart. Thank you.

MR SANDI: Perhaps I should start off by explaining to the panel that initially Sindile Mata the son who's sitting next to
Mrs Mata was going to testify here but that had to be changed because Mrs Mata is now available. She was not going to
be available at first.

Mrs Mata, in the explanation, you know you will be adding to what your son Sindile has already said. You said
Thembisile your son was injured on the 26th of July 1985, is that so?
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MRS MATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you just briefly tell us what was Thembisile doing? What was he doing in his life?

MRS MATA: Thembisile was studying here at Queenstown and he went to Port Alfred to study there. Well I received a
telephone call one afternoon at work and I was told to be at Port Alfred very urgently, something terrible had happened.
It was Thembisile and Moja, his friend.

We left from work, we went to the location and we were taken there by the teacher Mr Makupula by a van. He took us
to Port Alfred. When we reached Port Alfred, we found a gentleman who was at BAB. He said to me, "Mrs Mata,
something terrible has happened. It was terrible here at Port Alfred. We report the people who are dead now".

We went with Mr Makupula from Port Alfred to the police station. The police led us to the scene of the funeral. We
found the people there. When we arrived here we were asked if we would like to see the victims and we agreed to that.
We were taken by Mrs Andoni, Moja's mother, to where the bodies were. When we reached this place, there was a small
house in which we were accommodated and then this house was opened and we were shown the bodies.



When we saw the bodies I was unable to control myself. I was hurt because they were pitch black and you couldn't
identify them as their faces were unrecognisable but he removed the cover, he was dried out, his knees were fixed
together, then one of my sons said to me, "I didn't want to come and identify the bodies". Then we went with Mr
Makupula to the location where Thembisile was working. At his place of employment we were given his belongings and
then we went back home to Grahamstown.
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When we reached there the teacher who accompanied us was staying at K Street. My husband was ill at the time, and
when Mr Makupula came in, you know I strengthened myself and tried to be as brave as possible because I didn't want
to make my husband realise that there was something terrible, but the tears just dropped from my eyes. Mr Mata was
told to come and listen to what has happened. He was given the report back about the bad tidings. It was mentioned that
they were no longer alive. He was shocked to learn about this. It was on a Wednesday and this happened the night
before.

At Port Alfred we had arranged some of the things with the undertakers. We had already got the coffins so that the
funeral arrangements can go on undisturbed. When we reached our destination in Grahamstown we went to the place of
employment, we were asked what we were going to do. We told them that we have already made funeral arrangements.
Our manager Mrs Rodment said to us, they learned at Port Alfred the dead children would be escorted here. We agreed
to the fact that they should be transported to their places. It was said they should not be kept for a long time because
they were already damaged.

The funeral took place on a Saturday. Thembisile and Moja were buried on the same day. They were different
denominations Etheopean and the Methodist.

MR SANDI: Can I ask, was Moja attending school with his nephew?

MRS MATA: Yes, this child was at Grahamstown and the mother was a teacher at Shawbury. The child had visited Port
Alfred but he was not attending school there.

MR SANDI: Is it true that Moja and your son were friends?
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MRS MATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Moja had visited his friend your son?

MRS MATA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: As you know Mrs Mata, when something has happened, especially a very terrible thing, there are people
who always give an account of what has taken place and there are varied stories giving you differing information.

MRS MATA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: When you listened to this as parents, what information did you get about the details?

MRS MATA: It was reported that there was a meeting which was held and all the members were there. I realised that



during the meeting there was a difference of opinion between Moja and Thembisile and then they went out.

MR SANDI: In other words you want to say that there was a difference of opinion when the people were discussing
something?

MRS MATA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: This difference, was it related to organisations or what was it related to? Or do you think it was a
difference of opinions because we are individuals?

MRS MATA: I believe that was a difference and a fight between the two organisations.

MR SANDI: Who gave you this information?

MRS MATA: We got this information from the community of Port Alfred.

MR SANDI: Was there any legal investigation? Or were any statements given to the police after that or was a case held?

MRS MATA: Yes there was a case held, because during the time that we went to Port Alfred it was said that there is,
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I cannot remember who was found, but it was said that somebody was found living, and this person was arrested.

When we went to the police station there was somebody who was unable to look at us, but I didn't want to see this
person, because he was shielding himself, and it was said that that person was present at the struggle which had taken
place.

MR SANDI: Who told you this?

MRS MATA: The people who came here frequently.

MRS MATA: In other words, do you think it was a policeman or was it just a person there?

MRS MATA: No it was just somebody who was just there, he was not a policeman.

MR SANDI: Did this person give you this information as parents?

MRS MATA: Yes. When we were sitting here, because Port Alfred is a bushy area, we saw that through the bushes
there were people who were just peeping through, and I said to Mrs Antoni, " Noweto can you see that there are people
there among the bushes who are looking directly at us?"

MR SANDI: Did you meet this person who gave you the information there at the police station? Did this person just say
they were pointing out the person who was present during the fight?

MRS MATA: No he just told us that information and then he disappeared, we didn't know where they are, he just
insisted that the person who was shielding himself was the same person who was there.

MR SANDI: Have you ever seen this person before?

MRS MATA: No, because he was shielding himself, I couldn't see and identify him. He was really making sure that we
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couldn't see his face.

MR SANDI: Had the people who heard this, because you sent the child to school and then he got injured as you have
explained, then you were expected to make arrangements for the funeral? When you made these funeral arrangements,
were there any problems that you encountered.

MRS MATA: Yes we collected money, we did everything that is expected when making arrangements for a funeral.

MR SANDI: Were there any problems that you encountered.

MRS MATA: No.

MR SANDI: With whom was he staying where he was accommodated?

MRS MATA: There were two ladies, they were just hiring their house to anybody who needed it.

MR SANDI: Is this a room that they rented inside or outside the premises?

MRS MATA: No they were separate houses. My son was staying alone because there was nobody else that I was
shown. This aged woman just said to me that that is where my son was staying.

MR SANDI: You said there was nothing which was.... (end of side A of tape 18)

(side B)....didn't find anything, they said nothing was tangible that a finger could be pointed at but, they were people
from Port Alfred.

MR SANDI: One of your children attended?

MRS MATA: No my son was at work. This lady who is next to me is not her.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorney?

MRS MATA: No we didn't.

MR SANDI: So you just did this on your own?
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MRS MATA: Yes we did. My family went to attend the court, they didn't hear anything that was worth listening to. so
we never followed this case up.

MR SANDI: If I understand you well, you request that the Commission should be able to make through investigations
to establish exactly what happened to your son? Is that so?

MRS MATA: Yes it is so.



MR SANDI: Do you have anything further that you would like to discuss in connection with this?

MRS MATA: Yes, I would like the Commission should assist me so that we can make something worthy and dignified
for Thembisile.

MR SANDI: You say your son was a member of which organisation? Was it the Azanian People's Organisation,
AZAPO?

MRS MATA: Yes he was.

MR SANDI: Did they come to you after this terrible incident? Did you ask AZAPO?

MRS MATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did they come to explain what happened to you?

MRS MATA: Yes there were a few young who came after the funeral. They said they'd come to request Thembisile's
photo, because they said it was wanted by the senior officials in the organisation. So we said we don't have any
photograph.

MR SANDI: When was this?

MRS MATA: It was after the funeral.

MR SANDI: What did they want the photo for?

MRS MATA: I cannot say. But they just said it was wanted by the senior officials. I said he didn't have any
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photograph.

MR SANDI: I realise that in your explanation you state that Thembisile has a daughter, Ayanda Ntwisha who is doing
standard three?

MRS MATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Where is she now?

MRS MATA: She's staying with her biological mother, at K Street, but she's attending school at Josa in Grahamstown.
At times he just visits us and during vacations he always visits our family.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Are there people who would like to ask questions?

DR ORR: I just have one question for you if I might Mrs Mata and that is you said something about wanting something
dignified, maybe I haven't understood the interpretation. What did you mean by something dignified for your son, can
you explain to me please?

MRS MATA: I didn't understand your question.



DR ORR: When we asked you what you wanted us as a Commission to do for you, the first thing you said is that you
wanted something dignified, something special for your son. Can you explain to me a little bit more what that is?

MRS MATA: Yes I can. I should have some money so that I can make a dignified funeral for my child.

DR ORR: Thank you very much.

DR BORAINE: Mrs Mata I want to take you back to the time when you went back to Port Alfred and you say that you,
are you alright Mrs Mata?

MRS MATA: I'm also receiving treatment because I was highly affected by what happened at the time.
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DR BORAINE: Mrs Mata, can I go on? You told us that your son Thembisile was burned to death in the shack?

MRS MATA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Was that the actual cause of death?

MRS MATA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Now you also say that the night before this happened he attended a public meeting. A meeting between
two organisations. This was AZAPO and what was the other?

MRS MATA: He was a member of AZAPO. I've forgotten the other one but he was the AZAPO member.

DR BORAINE: And in your statement you have suggested that the other organisation was the UDF?

MRS MATA: Yes it is so. Yes I've forgotten, it was UDF.

DR BORAINE: There was a lot of trouble at the meeting?

MRS MATA: Yes it is so.

DR BORAINE: He was killed. Yes the following day I learned that I must go to Port Alfred because he was dead.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any people who would like to ask questions? Mrs Mata we are very thankful that you could
come here, we also appreciate what you have done today. We are satisfied about the information that you gave us. We
would like to inform you that we are very sympathetic towards you, and would like you to realise that we know about
these atrocities. And also we trust that the Commission will be able to assist you and to listen to your plea because you
have presented what we'd like to have. Thank you very much.

--------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Toni Lillian Mazwai to the stand please.

Mrs Mazwai good morning. We're glad to see you.

TONI LILLIAN MAZWAI: (sworn states)

MR NTSEBEZA: When we talk of Mrs Mazwai, who are we really speaking of, just a few minutes?

MRS MAZWAI: I am Toni Lillian Mazwai, the wife of Robert Bok Mazwai, who stays in 338.B in Josa, he is the late
Robert Mazwai, 338 Josa Grahamstown. I had nine children, four of them passed away, I am now remaining with five.
The last born is the one we're referring to, Siphiwo (note ...Sicelo is entered on the list of victims' names but Siphiwo is
the one used by the interpreter) Hamlet Mazwai.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you very much Mrs Mazwai. In those days you a request to the Truth Commission, I just want
to ask you a few things that you recently put. Today it was your day that all these things that are connected to Siphiwo

that have troubled you for so long. After it took place, these were the things that you'd actually speak and they make you
happy, after getting them out. Do we understand each other? Recently you explained to us that Siphiwo is your son. Is
that true?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: His names in full are Siphiwo Hamlet Mazwai, is that so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes.
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MR NTSEBEZA: His sisters are the people who were staying with him in the Transkei during his disappearance, is that
so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is.

MR NTSEBEZA: One of them is Nomhle, is that so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is.

MR NTSEBEZA: You should say, yes, so that we can listen and hear what you are saying, you mustn't just nod your



head, because this will be broadcast. Is it true that Nomhle is married at Mafekeng? Zoda is also one of your daughters
in the Transkei, is that so? I understand that she's now staying in East London but during the period when your son
disappeared, she was in the Transkei?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: When did Siphiwo leave this country.

MRS MAZWAI: He left this country in 1980.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where did you send him as a parent?

MRS MAZWAI: He went to the University of Fort Hare for studies.

MR NTSEBEZA: How did you learn that he is no longer in the University. You sent him to Nineva and then he went to
Darasis.

MRS MAZWAI: Somebody visited me and those were the white police from the Special Branch in Grahamstown. They
came to fetch me and took me to the Buildings at OK in Grahamstown. Those were the offices of Special Branch in OK
buildings in Grahamstown.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they say to you?

MRS MAZWAI: I asked the one who fetched me, what is the problem, and then he said, "Let's go, you will hear what
all this is about". When I got there I was surrounded by
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everybody, it was full like this house, they questioned me

about Siphiwo's whereabouts. They informed me that he's not there but I confirmed and insisted that I sent my son to

the University of Fort Hare and I do not understand what they meant when they said they do not know him. I was
beginning to be concerned about what they said.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they say to you?

MRS MAZWAI: They just said to me, "We do not know where he is but we are telling you that he's not there." I
insisted that I sent him there, so I don't know anything more than that. I stayed for a period there, they were
interrogating me, relieving themselves and questioning me time and again, asking me repeatedly the same things, and I
didn't have an idea that the child could go anywhere else but to be at university.

MR NTSEBEZA: So it was in 1980 when this happened?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it was in 1980. I phoned my daughters who were in the Transkei in Umtata at the time, I asked
them if they had any idea of what happened to Siphiwo and then they said to me that he said he was going to
Butterworth because he was studying law at the time and that he was going to lawyers there, but he didn't come back.
They said his belongings are still there with them.

MR NTSEBEZA: So it was after a year that he didn't come back.

MRS MAZWAI: Yes, even during the holidays he didn't come back. During this year, within the year the police came



back again waking me at night, I think at was just after 8 o'clock, they knocked at the door, got inside and rushed into
my house. Then they asked me if I had heard anything about Siphiwo. I insisted that I did not know anything
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about him. They stayed in my house for a few minutes and then left the place. The following day I phoned my daughters
again and I informed that I'm not happy because the police visit me periodically, so they told me that Siphiwo has
crossed the borders.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you understand by somebody crossing the border at that time?

MRS MAZWAI: I knew immediately that he was in the struggle. I knew the meaning of crossing. It a later stage I
learned that he was in Lesotho. I don't know where they learned all about this, but they informed me. The police
continued to visit me. When they came again, each time they visited me, I would call my daughters and tell them that
they should go and look for my son in Lesotho, because I suspected that it might happen if he's no longer there, he might
have been murdered. Zoda is the one who is brave. She undertook this journey and went to Lesotho.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you remember what year he looked for her?

MRS MAZWAI: I cannot remember very well, but it was a few years after he disappeared. I think it was '81 or '82. I'm
not certain, it could have been 1983 because it was some time back. Zoda was the one who undertook the journey but
she didn't find a trace of him, but was informed that he was available there in Lesotho. I'm not sure whether he was
training or what was happening, but there was confirmation that he was around there. It was in Maseru.

It is also said that they were prohibited on their way to Lesotho. I don't know where she got the passport, she was
together with Zwandile's younger brother, Mzwandilevena, they travelled together, he is now an Umkonto Wesizwe
soldier. They went together with his younger brother. They EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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went to look for my child.

We got the information that he's still alive, but she didn't see him. So she came back and informed us that it is confirmed
that he's alive, he was there but no information was given again.

My daughter was visited by the police and asked what she was going to do when visiting Lesotho. She informed the
police that she went to look for her brother.

MR NTSEBEZA: I understand that a few years later you received a phone call from Siphiwo, is that so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did he say to you?

MRS MAZWAI: I received a telephone call, Nomhle gave me a message and said, "Come and listen, Mama, come and
guess who is on the telephone". It was Siphiwo. He greeted me and asked after our health, we exchanged some small
talk and I asked him where he was. He just said that he's there and he's alive. He didn't tell me where his whereabouts
were, but when I asked him when he's coming back, he said, "Those who come back will be those who'd enjoy, it
doesn't matter whether I do not come back, but those who will be coming back will enjoy!" But he did not finish his
talk. I asked him about President Mandela, if he would come back, because he was also away. It was Christmas eve



when I was asking these questions. My son said Mr Mandela will come back soon. When I asked him when he himself
is coming back, he insisted again and said, even if he did not come back, those who did so, would enjoy.

It was a Christmas and the first time that I heard his voice since he'd gone, and he insisted that those who come back
would be those who would be benefitting.
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MR NTSEBEZA: What else did you hear about him after you received this telephone call?

MRS MAZWAI: In January the following year, in 1988, Mrs Ngopo came to me, she is the wife to our Reverend, the
reverend of the Anglican Church in our locality. She visited me together with the other women of the church. They said
it was a casual visit. They exchanged glances, but didn't say anything, just insisting that they visited me casually. During
the process they started praying and everybody was emotionally moved and they started crying. They gave me the bad
tidings that Siphiwo was reported by my daughters, that they are afraid to inform me of what has happened.

They said they learned that Siphiwo was shot and fatally wounded in Umtata.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did they know when he was shot?

MRS MAZWAI: No they didn't.

MRS MAZWAI: Late in the evening they phoned me and formally informed me about the bad tidings. They said he was
travelling by car with three comrades. Two ran away and one who was left fighting until he was overpowered and shot
to death. That is what they learned.

MR NTSEBEZA: How did they say they got this information?

MRS MAZWAI: They said they received a telephone call from somebody anonymously, he just said "Come quickly to
Mount Fletcher to the police station mortuary, because Siphiwo is being damaged. His body has been there for quite a
long time. So this confirmed that he was killed.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did they go to the mortuary?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes they did.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who went?

MRS MAZWAI: Zoda and Nomhle. They were afraid to look at
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the body and wanted somebody to escort them. When they wee asked who gave this information, they said that
somebody phoned them anonymously, but they didn't know his name.

MR NTSEBEZA: Didn't they go to the lawyers?

MRS MAZWAI: They came back because there were some problems and there was an indication that they were



struggling to get his body. They went back to Umtata and they went to an attorney called Dumisane Nthabesa, and tried
to get means of getting the body. I do not know how this lawyer worked but they found him , but his body was already
in a bad state. They took him to the Gunesa Police Station. He stayed there in the mortuary until the day when he had to
be buried.

MR NTSEBEZA: When was he buried?

MRS MAZWAI: He was buried on a Saturday, I cannot remember the date.

MR NTSEBEZA: I want you to inform this house and this gathering of what happened on a Friday, a day before his
funeral.

MRS MAZWAI: On that fateful Friday, somebody came and fetched me, Reverend Umgobo was also fetched, they
asked was going to do the ceremony and I state that the Reverend will do it. They also asked who the undertakers were,
and I said it was Mathebesa who was also there and then we were taken to the office of the Special Branch at the OK
buildings in Grahamstown. It was a housefull. I was informed that my son was a well-trained guerilla and that the
people who attend the funeral have to be limited to 200 in number. The person who was conducting the ceremony can
only be the Reverend. The can be no freedom songs, speeches ...(intervention)
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MR NTSEBEZA: Did the police say so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes the detectives said so. They said only the Reverend could carry on with the work, nobody should
assist him.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you say when this was said to you?

MRS MAZWAI: I told him that in our area nobody is invited to a funeral. They just go there of their own free will.
What should I do and what should I say to those who had come on their own? They just kept quiet. They said to the
Reverend who was next to me, that he was the only person who could do the ceremony and they insisted that there
should be no speeches, no freedom songs, nothing.

MR NTSEBEZA: When your son was buried, just give us a picture about your family during the day of the funeral.

MRS MAZWAI: It was like a war. It seemed as if it was a battle. There's a big gate next to Josa. There was a convoy,
police , soldiers hippos, everybody. This convoy was just next to my house and my house was surrounded by the police.
It stretched for quite a long distance. They were all armed. I've left something out.

During the day when I was there, they asked when the body is going to arrive and I replied that I don't know the hearse
will be arriving. They said the arrival should take no longer than three hours. The hearse arrived after nine o'clock and it
was guarded by the police convoy. His coffin was shaken. They shook the hearse.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they want from the coffin?

MRS MAZWAI: I do not know but they went forward and asked what was going on. The reporters who came also
witnessed but they were chased back. Some people came late and were driven away and nobody was allowed to come
in. It was
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already full of people and they could not control the 200. MR NTSEBEZA: There is this tradition that when somebody
is buried, the relatives and the families are supposed to look and pay tribute for the last time. Did this happen to your
son?

MRS MAZWAI: Nobody was allowed to see him, I didn't even see him because his body was beyond recognition and
the undertaker, Gwonisa, said to try his best to mummify him, but this was very difficult. So I could not see him for the
last time, the last time when I saw him alive was in 1980.

MR NTSEBEZA: In other words, the policemen who killed your son in Mount Fletcher, didn't care, even when he was
already dead, they also made it a point that his family, his relatives, couldn't even have a glance to see him because they
kept him there for a long time.

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they say when you asked them what kept them so long, why didn't they inform you before
his body was like this.

MRS MAZWAI: They said they didn't know who he was. They didn't know his name, so they couldn't do anything.

MR NTSEBEZA: We are now coming to an end of this testimony. Is it true that the first thing that is most disturbing to
you is that you had sent your son to university, but the second time when you saw him, was when he was
unrecognisable as a person, his remains were also unrecognisable.

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: But am I mistaken when I say the most moving and disturbing thing is that the police did not give you
the last dignified minute to bury your son in a dignified manner, according to your tradition.
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MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: I discover also that there were so many problems thereafter, there was a time when you were visited
by one of the white men, who wanted a story about your son. Isn't that so?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is.

MR NTSEBEZA: He also wanted a photograph of your son?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you give it to him?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes I did.

MR NTSEBEZA: And is this the photograph which was used during the program of the funeral?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes.



MR NTSEBEZA: Where did this gentleman come from?

MRS MAZWAI: This person said he is a reporter, a journalist and he had all the equipment with him. He came on
Sunday very early in the morning. He said he it was the New Nation which was banned after Siphiwo.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was this publicised together with what you were saying?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes I gave him the whole story and an account of what happened at the time.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is this the story that you talked about, I don't want you to read, it is true...

MRS MAZWAI: Oh no I also may not be able to read it true because my tears are full.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it you who is on this photograph?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is me.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is this Siphiwo down there?

MRS MAZWAI: Yes it is.

MR NTSEBEZA: Okay I'm satisfied, let us finalise this.
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Were you fetched by the police in connection with that publication.

MRS MAZWAI: Yes this gentleman came on Sunday morning. When we sat together in my sitting room, he requested
me to give an account about myself and what happened to my son, and I gave the full account. I left no stone unturned.
We were together with another black man.

After the account they went away, so I thought everything was in order and I think it was on a Tuesday or Wednesday.
Again the same white man, the same people, it was the police, came in, and said they 've come to fetch me. I was
surprised. Even when the terrorist was now dead, "Yes", they said, "We've come to fetch you!" "What is it now?" He
said,"No you are wanted."

So we went together with my son, and I was still weak at the time, it was only two days after the burial. When we got
there, I again found a full house, the people who were surrounding me were hefty and powerful. They called me, "Mrs
Mazwai, who came to visit you at your house on Sunday and publicised this?"

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you say to them?

MRS MAZWAI: I said, "It's one of you who was there". I was telling them, I said, "One of you, one of you", I was
pointing at the whites. They denied visiting my place. I said that he was just like them. He asked me everything and I
gave him the full story.

MR NTSEBEZA: Why did you say it was one of them.

MRS MAZWAI: It's because he was very rude with me so I wanted to be rude to him too. You know they were asking
me questions. They said it wasn't one of them.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they say?
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MRS MAZWAI: They said, "No not even one of us went to your place." I said, "Oh well he ordered me to speak and I
spoke. He asked me questions, I gave him answers." And they sat, they stayed there. They looked at me and I stayed
there with them. As time went on, one said, "Don't you even remember his name?", I told them I didn't but he mentioned
the name. "How was he?", I said,"He was just like that one sitting there."

MR NTSEBEZA: Were you not tired to be sitting there? You know telling them time and again who was sitting at your
place. Others from Port Elizabeth were full in the house, heavily built, what did you say to them?

MRS MAZWAI: I said, "No, can I please get tea, I'm thirsty, it's 11 o'clock now?"

MR NTSEBEZA: What did they say? They said,"Someone will prepare you tea." I said, "No, I want tea from my
house". They sat there staring at me. One of them said, "Take her to her house." I was then taken to my house. You
know, on the stairway I saw one guy from Rhodes, he was carrying a bag and I said to them ," Look, this is the one."
They said, "No he's a student at Wits."

On our way down I saw another guy, I pointed at him and said, "That's him." They said, "No this one is also a student at
Rhodes." They took me then to my place.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you very much Mama. Today you had a chance to give testimony. How old are you?

MRS MAZWAI: I was born in 1913. On 7th July I was 83 years old. (end of tape 6 , there is no further recording which
concludes this testimony )

 

----------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Jackson Mbovane to the stand please. Good afternoon Sir.

JACKSON MBOVANE: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Mbovane we welcome you today. You have come to tell the Commission about the killing of your
daughter and so far, even though you have tried very hard, there has been no satisfactory explanation, no court case that
has been completed regarding her killing, is that right?

MR MBOVANE: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. It's that story that we want to listen to now and Ms Tiny Maya is going to help
you. I am very tired.

MS MAYA: How are you Mr Mbovane?

MR MBOVANE: I am very well thank you.

MS MAYA: The details that we have in front here there is an information and it is reflected that you are Jackson
Mbovane in King Williamstown is that so?

MR MBOVANE: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: We realise that there is something horrible that will never end which is indelible in your minds and that
your daughter is when she was brutally killed in September 1992, is that so?

MR MBOVANE: Yes it is so.
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MS MAYA: Could you please give an explanation about yourself, give us background, who are you and what can you
tell us about that?

MR MBOVANE: There in the community I am known as Mr Mbovane. I had never had problems there with my
community and there was never anything which isolated me from other people. I was always amongst the organisers
because I am a card carrying member of the ANC, and I am a staunch follower.

But there is this that I can say, I was surprised because at some stage the first thing that I can say is that I was aware - I
would apologise to the Commission because I will be talking of different times. I travelled with my wife in my van. We



came back. It was on a Monday, we left on a Saturday then we came back on Monday, when we came back the children
told us that there were people who arrived here and they were called Peace Forces. I didn't know what they meant by
these forces because I was employed for a long time, those children that I have now I was a worker in Cape Town, so I
didn't know what they meant about the Peace Force, because it was only two weeks when I came back from the.....

So when we returned from where we went our children told us they were surrounded by the Peace Force in our absence.
Those people were in Sandile there at the kraal of our King Sandile. I usually see these people even today, but my
children are the only ones who can identify them.

MS MAYA: What were they doing here at your place?

MR MBOVANE: At my place these officers said, there were four of them, during the night it was about eight o'clock in
the evening they asked where I have gone to. When they were EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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informed that I was absent they wanted to know where my whereabouts. They didn't give them the proper place where I
went to. And they asked who was the person who was driving the other car? Because I had a shop here at home on the
premises they asked about the other driver who was driving another car. They also answered and they were cross-
examined and questioned several times by these people. So I left one of my vans with one of the gentleman, it is Mr
Maguka in the community.

They asked about the beer which was there and asked what I was going to do with the beer because the children said I
was the one who was owning this. It was a case of beer and two bottles of brandy. This Peace Force took the case and
then they clapped my child and said he must take the case to the van and then he was taken and arrested together with
this case of beer.

MS MAYA: Is there any other damage which they made here?

MR MBOVANE: No they just assaulted my children and then they left. They took all the contents of the refrigerator
and then they left.

When I returned I came early in the morning on Monday. On my way back I saw this car and just made a flickered. The
people they were laughing inside the car and understood that they were laughing of what they had done in my house.

MS MAYA: What was the damage that they did so much at your place?

MR MBOVANE: I am coming to that. When I arrived there I went to Sandile, this is our chief. When I got at Sandile's
place I found this Peace Force at the gate. At the time I knew the security officers but I had never known anything about
the Peace Officers. When they asked me what I wanted, EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I said I wanted a person who stays here. Mrs Nolizwe Sandile is the one who came and asked me what did I want at that
place. I explained what happened to my place as informed by my children and then she said I must bring those children.
She said I must take the children to her place. I brought them along. There were two children, the deceased and the other
girl. I wanted the person to accompany me. I was ordered to bring the car in the yard. I was suspicious and asked them
why do they want me to bring the car in the premises, and then they said no nothing is going to happen to you, you may
come in. Nolizwe came out and I showed her these two children and this person who accompanied me. She asked me
again and I told the details of what has happened.

There were questions which were exchanged here and then Nolizwe wanted to know what was happening. The children
gave the details again. They also wanted to ask who was there who was driving the other van. They asked where is the
car which you usually drive. Mrs Nolizwe asked if we know the Peace Force and my children said yes you can bring
them here we can identify them. So the lady said no, some of them are not here.



MS MAYA: Were you able to get the assistance and was there any clue of what happened?

MR MBOVANE: No. This Nolizwe said I must bring the children, and we discovered that this Peace Force was here on
the premises of the chief. Mrs Nolizwe was very abusive and she denied any allegations which were reported to her.
This insult I cannot recall it because it is a terrible language.

So it was the night that I was selling any liquor
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because probably they thought that I was selling liquor. The explanation which was given is that I was going to use this
liquor for an occasion. We were allowed to go. What I have forgotten is that the people who were here were all drunk.
They were all drunk and the house was full of the people.

MS MAYA: So did you go without getting any assistance?

MR MBOVANE: No we didn't because this lady insulted us, she just insulted us. I just want to explain that we were
bringing cases and I was not the only one.

There was another lady who came out who said to this lady, you are keeping yourself busy and this is not your business.
This lady was Nomonde.

MS MAYA: What did she mean about that?

MR MBOVANE: Oh what I thought was that this was a planned arrangement. I believed that they planned to come and
assault me.

I returned back to my place and during that period we didn't know what to expect. In the evening at 9 o'clock the
enemies came. I realised that maybe my sin was going to the place of the Chief Sandile. When I looked through the
window, because my gate was locked, I saw the people have jumped into my yard. They knocked at the door and then
they said they are policemen. I thought they were really the police. So I opened the door believing that they are the
police.

There were three people, but I saw clearly two people only. My children were afraid to go to sleep in another house on
the premises but today they were so afraid because they said they would sleep here in the house. When I opened the
door there was a person who just came in and he took the EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

6 J MBOVANE

revolver and pointed me with the gun in my room. There were two people who were at the door and one of them shot at
the girl.

MS MAYA: What happened then?

MR MBOVANE: You know I said they must light so that I can see what was happening.

MS MAYA: Were the children available and were they also able to see the people?

MR MBOVANE: Yes they were able to do so.

MS MAYA: Did you see the person who was at the door?

MR MBOVANE: No, because I was at gunpoint, the person was at gunpoint and they were pointing the gun at me.
There were gunshots, so I had a mental block because I was so afraid that there was something that was going to happen



to me. I didn't even defend myself. There were three gunshots then I lost consciousness. At a later stage I was informed
that there were three gunshots. My wife was also here, I do not know why she was so brave.

MS MAYA: Mr Mbovane.

MR MBOVANE: These people left the house but one of my girls was crying.

MS MAYA: Was there another one who was injured?

MR MBOVANE: Yes, the other one was injured. Then I could see the other one squatting next to the door. I believe
that my daughters knew the people who came into my house for assault. When they left the place I followed them but
the other girl said to me I must not go out because I can be shot.

MS MAYA: So what it clear that the child was fatally wounded?

MR MBOVANE: Yes. After I went out I came back, but when
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I touched my daughter I could see that there were no signs of life. I went out and called my neighbours and it was good
because most of the people have seen what was happening at my place. They even heard the gunshots. So I came again.
This was reported and the message was spread throughout the community and most of the people came to give us
support.

I visited a person who had a minibus. This gentleman was afraid to accompany me. There was havoc and chaos around
my place. We knew that there were soldiers who usually come and visit the area so the gentleman with the combi was
afraid to accompany me.

MS MAYA: Were you taken to the police station?

MR MBOVANE: Yes at the end he agreed to take me.

MS MAYA: Did you get the assistance of the police?

MR MBOVANE: Yes I did.

MS MAYA: What did the police do?

MR MBOVANE: The police came to my place and they asked for a statement from me of what has happened. I gave
the statement and then they took the body of my daughter. They ordered me to go the following day to their place
because they were at the Frankfort Police Station. I was also informed that I should go there so that I can give evidence
to what has happened.

During this period when we were making our beds in the morning there was a bullet which was found there. We tried to
look inside and see whether there were others. I was asked where are the others and then I was telling them that one of
my daughters is dead.

The following day I went to give the statement. We took along the bullet and there were detectives who visited
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my place. During their visit I was absent at home. On my way back I met them on the way, and then they said to me we



visited your place, but I was surprised how did they know who I am because I didn't know them. They also asked me,
who are the people who did the chaos at my place. I said I do not know.

When I came back I was informed that a day after I should go to King Williamstown at the police station in the
mortuary. I went there as ordered and I found my daughter there. I went to the lawyers and there were people who
assisted me because I was even unable to drive because of the incidents which has taken place at my place.

We found the lawyer at his office. There was a preliminary interview.

MS MAYA: Do you know who is the lawyer?

MR MBOVANE: I have forgotten the name of the lawyer. My case was transferred to another lawyer so I did not know
the other one who took the case in the beginning.

MS MAYA: How did the case go?

MR MBOVANE: The reason that I am here I do not know whether I was able to get the information of coming because
I was going up and down for four years, I was trying to establish what had happened, who came to my place. I have
been going to Zwelitsha offices, going to King Williamstown but there was nothing doing.

MS MAYA: What are they saying when you go there?

MR MBOVANE: At Zwelitsha they always tell me that no, this is atrocious we are going to give you the information
when we get any clue. Do not be afraid and do not waste your money by coming here. Please wait for us to come to you
with the feedback. We went to the lawyer but we didn't get
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anything tangible. The lawyer which we approached said they would take the child to the doctor and a post mortem was
done. The detective who was there found another bullet inside the body.

In Zwelitsha I was trying to do anything, everything in my power to get details and the people who assaulted my
daughter. Each time I was informed that I must take the file from Frankfort and I was being tossed from pillar to post.
Even today there is no progress.

MS MAYA: Since 1992 was there anything which took place?

MR MBOVANE: No. The lawyer when I came here at the Commissioner I went to the lawyer again as I usually visit
them so that they can assist me. I get different opinions. Each time I ask them they give me details which are unfounded
and the case is still unfinished even today. They always cross-examine - if I go there they say what am I asking them,
and I am always appearing as if I am the one who is crucified. ...(tape ends)

MS MAYA: Do you know the detective?

MR MBOVANE: No I do not know. The case was then transferred from that detective to another one. We were told to
wait for the new detective but we are still waiting. This detective never came back.

MS MAYA: I would like you to give us what you would like us to do as a Commission?

MR MBOVANE: The only thing that I would like to have is that the culprits should be found and traced and they
should be taken to wherever they are supposed to go. If they have to be brought before the court they should. At the
same time I would like the Commission make anything that they see - deem fit. The other thing is that there are two
children.
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MS MAYA: Did you say the mother to the children was not married?

MR MBOVANE: Yes she was not married when she died, but she had two children. There is another one who is doing
Sub B. Now I have taken them to their father's place. The other one is doing standard one.

MS MAYA: Would you like to get assistance to take their education forwards?

MR MBOVANE: Yes I would like to do so because I am an unemployed, ever since I was unemployed nobody is
assisting me. I don't have parents and even my in-laws are late.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much.

REVEREND TUTU: Could you please keep quiet. Mr Mbovane if I can remember very well, Ndakana which is the
place in which you live, is it now - it was under the jurisdiction of the Ciskei government.

MR MBOVANE: Yes it is so.

REVEREND TUTU: What you have given an account of, is it an incident which took place during the period when
Gqozo was the president?

MR MBOVANE: Yes it is so.

REVEREND TUTU: What was the reaction of the people and what were the feelings and the attitude of the people
towards Gqozo?

MR MBOVANE: I do not know. Most of the time I was not there at Ndakana because I was a migrant labourer. I would
come during the week, maybe for two weeks only and then I would go back.

REVEREND TUTU: Please maintain order. Was there good relations between the community and Gqozo?

MR MBOVANE: No.
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REVEREND TUTU: What were the attitudes of the people towards the government of the Ciskei, or can I specifically
say about Gqozo?

MR MBOVANE: Some of the people were having a very negative attitude towards him because he was an oppressor.

REVEREND TUTU: What was the impression that our daughter had about him, about Mr Gqozo?

MR MBOVANE: Did you mean my daughter? No she was not thinking anything about Gqozo. I think she was just like
everybody who had a negative attitude towards him.

REVEREND TUTU: Was it known that he had a negative attitude towards Gqozo?

MR MBOVANE: (No reply heard)

REVEREND TUTU: In your explanation you mention the Peace Force, this Peace Force is it not meant to maintain
order and peace in the community? Do you understand about the Peace Force, it is the people who are expected to



maintain peace? This one, this force what do you remember about it?

MR MBOVANE: No I don't remember that they were the people who maintained peace because they are the people
who killed my daughter. So if you say they were the people to maintain peace I do not understand how does this
correlate.

REVEREND TUTU: Do you think Mandisa who was your daughter, was shot because of this?

MR MBOVANE: Mandisa was in the struggle, but you know I didn't have any information that she was involved in the
struggle.

REVEREND TUTU: Do you have any suspicion about her killers?

MR MBOVANE: No I don't know, I only know they were from Sandile, but I don't know who the individual really is.
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REVEREND TUTU: Is there any letter maybe that you received saying you should go and appear at the police there is a
case that has to be opened? Did you receive any letter from Bisho?

MR MBOVANE: Are you referring to the police? No I didn't receive any letter. The last person to be involved in this
was that lawyer that was involved. The police were never involved, they didn't say anything to me.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much.

MR MBOVANE: There is something that I have forgotten.

REVEREND TUTU: You can say what you have forgotten.

MR MBOVANE: This thing that I left behind it's a very important point. I was giving the statement, before this thing
happened two people arrived at my place, it was during the night and they had petrol, they burnt the door. They put it
just in front of the door, luckily I could realise very quickly and I took a jersey. You know when the fire started I was
very aware. Those people ran off realising that I have seen them. You know they were really at their best running away,
and I said well I didn't see them carefully but I don't really mind. I don't know, maybe one of them was the person who
killed my daughter or not, I don't know.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much Sir. We really feel the pain you felt about this matter that took place at your
house. These are the events that took place at your home. As a Commission we will try by all means to investigate who
the perpetrators really are.

We want to thank you as well because you are very strong. Thank you very much.

---------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We invite Mrs Bessie Nonqleba Mdoda to the stand.

BESSIE MDODA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mrs Mdoda, you have been looking for your son for a very very long time, since 1979.

MRS MDODA: Yes Dr Boraine.

DR BORAINE: Your situation is very different from some of those that we have been listening to in the last few hours.
We want you to know that you are as welcome as they were, that our door is wide open and we are very very grateful
that you have come to give evidence and Miss Tiny Maya is going to lead the evidence and I will hand over to her now.
Thank you.

MRS MDODA: Thank you Doctor.

MS MAYA: Morning Mrs Bessie, this is the name that I have been using since I was very young. You were born right
in front of me my daughter. When we start I know you feel, because we are a bit related. Can you please relax, say
anything you want to say, can you please tell us about your family, starting from Mfundo until in Umtata.

MRS MDODA: I am Mrs Bessie Mdoda, the daughter of the Jede family in Gauteng, Mfulo North. The whole family of
mine were all political activists. My grandfather or my uncle was the first victim to be shot by the Boers in Port

Elizabeth with the first defiance in the 50's. My mother EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 MDODA

was also detained in John Vorster Square because she was also involved in the struggle. In 1981 I was in detention in
Transkei, I was in solitary confinement for three and a half months. They wanted to get information, among other
things. The government was really in trouble.

I now want to come on the educational side. I matriculated in Gauteng and I joined Damelin, doing secretarial courses,
and I did nursing. I did not go into the nursing field, but after completing, because I was beautiful, I took part in a
beauty contest and I was Miss South Africa. I also went into a fashion show, then I got married, Xola was already born
and I got married in Umtata as Mrs Mdoda. I married a professor from UNITRA.

I want to speak now about Xola. You know, most unfortunately, Xola was very involved in the 1976 riots. He ran with
his cousin from that area to Umtata to visit me. On their arrival it was discovered by the Boers that they are in Umtata
and followed them. They couldn't carry on with their education anymore, and went to Lesotho and we requested
Professor Njabula Ndebele to take care of them, to accommodate them, to see to it that they go to school, because they



were now at the high school. They were now in matric.

We had good contact with them and even went to visit them. At the end of 1979, we went to visit them, but when we
arrived we were told that they left with a person called Chris Hani. Nobody had any idea of their whereabouts. Most
unfortunately we never ever heard anything about them. We were in that ...(indistinct), you know, going up and down
asking, we didn't even know where to get Chris Hani. In 1990 I heard that Chris Hani is around town in Umtata.
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He was telling the families of these people that have died over the borders, some of them are still alive and would come
back very soon. There was a rally organised at the stadium in Umtata, I went to it because I was anxious to hear
something about Xola, because I already heard that he also skipped the country. Well I went to Umtata Stadium, I went
to the stage where he sat with his wife, Dimpo, I asked him whether he was Chris Hani. "Mr Chris Hani, all the people
have come back. You have gone to the families of people who had come back, but you never came to our place". And
he asked me, "Who are you talking about?", I said, "No, I'm talking about Xola Jede". He said, "No sister, I know him
very well, he was a very brilliant boy. We took him to schools where we were designing bombs, because we wanted him
to be a nuclear physicist for our organisation, he was so bright. Don't worry, he is healthy, nothing is the matter with
him."

That was in 1990. "He's healthy, there is nothing about him, he is handling explosives, he will be the last to come back".
Well we stayed hoping that he would come. And I asked him further, "Chris, things are now quiet, why doesn't he
contact us?" "Don't worry sister, he will contact you, I am going to Shell House at our head offices, and then I'll check
in the computer to find out in which direction he is, so that if you want to contact him, you can freely do so."

Well we waited patiently, Chris Hani never came to tell us, he never came to us to say whether he contacted the
computer or not. We went up and down around every corner to try and establish his whereabouts. In 1992, I read a
magazine, Works and Progress. Chris Hani was talking about a mutiny that took place in their camps in Angola and
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he said 18 Chief Commanders of Umkonto weSizwe were removed because they were not following orders. This made
me very suspicious. I thought, maybe Xola might be one of these people, because during that time when Chris Hani was
telling me that he's still alive, he said to me Xola was now a chief commander of Umkonto.

Well I called Shell House every day, but I couldn't get hold of him. I left messages. There was a certain gentleman who
always answered these calls, I think he was called Mofukeng, then Mofukeng would say, he would pass the messages
over to Chris Hani, but no reply, and I thought to myself that I'm just wasting my time here. So I went on and on asking
everybody, because I wanted to understand where they are in Lesotho, where are the people that went with him the day
Chris Hani came to fetch them?

Then it was discovered that a certain Mr Galiki was also involved, he was in East London, and I asked one of Xola's
cousins, Saki, to go to East London to find out about Xola. Galiki found Xola, and it was in 1992, I don't know whether
they were still alive or not, but Galiki went over to America, Xola was coming down to settle his matters with the Boers.

After hearing that he was caught and he was sentenced to 10 years, I think that was now in 1992, and I said, "Ten years
has gone by and no people are now in jail, just a moment, when he was sentenced to 10 years, where was he caught and
where was he sentenced?" He said he doesn't know exactly where he was caught, he doesn't know exactly where he was
sentenced, he only knew one point, they were coming to South, to South Africa to engage the enemy, and then the other
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over, and we shouldn't worry at all about this issue, because if there is a person who knows Xola, or knows anything
about him, we should go to Chris Hani. And he said, if Chris Hani tells us that he doesn't remember him anymore, we
should tell him that Xola had a girl friend, who was beautiful called Pumula Dumasi from East London, then he would
maybe remember.

We met Chris Hani and he said there was no point to say it is Xola with a beautiful girlfriend, so we went on to find
Xola to no avail. We met people from Lesotho who knew about him but they would always suggest that we should ask
Chris Hani. Each time Chris Hani saw me he would indeed run away from me, not appearing to want to meet me at all. I
didn't know why he was avoiding me, because at least Xola was from an activist family and we knew that when a child
is involved in those dangerous missions it would be just lucky if he comes back alive. So we expected anything, the only
thing that worried us was the fact that we were not told by the ANC what happened.

This really haunted us for a long time, because it the ANC has recruited the children, we expect it to exercise care so
that if there is something that happened, they should tell us as parents, or they should try some means of protecting
them. We waited staying in those times of troubles, repeatedly calling Shell House. At some stage I being disappointed,
went personally to Shell House. There is a Mr Mofukeng who really helped you, you

managed to talk to him. On my way to Shell House, Mr Mofukeng told me that they were busy searching. (end of side A
of tape 9) (side B of tape 9) Mofukeng said to me that Chris managed to find out where Xola was. It seems as EAST
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if he died in 1984 and the people from Shell House will come and report at Mfundo about Xola's death.

Well I moved from Umtata that day, I went to Mufulo, there was an old woman called Mrs Mesima, she was together
with an old man. They arrived and told us that something really happened, Xola died in 1984. He was killed by the
security forces at Soutpansberg. I was really shocked, everybody was scared at home.

The main thing that shocked us was the fact that if he really passed away in 1984, why should Chris say to me, Xola
was alive in 1990? Because he was telling me about his wellbeing, he was the chief of staff and people were dependent
on him. Why didn't he know anything about the death of Xola, why didn't he tell us, and at the same time, it was
mentioned that Xola was a chief commander, and I was told that these chief commanders work alone, they go freely?

Then we asked Mrs Msimang, "Mrs Msimang, you say Xola was a hero?", "Yes". "You've seen your heroes, the
security force?" "Yes". "They'll try by all means to come to their houses to tell their parents what happened to them,
now what kind of a hero are you referring to, while the hero was still sick, you didn't even show any sign? At the same
time, this chief commander, is he not together with a team, if he has to attend to some missions?

Mrs Msimang said,"Yes the Chief is not alone but he is with a team. But I'm now telling you he was killed by the
security forces".

I asked, "Were they all wiped out by the security forces, not even one person in that whole team that was left behind?"

"No they didn't die all of them."
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"Right, if they didn't die, all of them, what happened to the remaining ones, who are they really?"

"Oh no we'll start investigations to find out who was with him during that time, We'll come back to you and tell you
everything".

"Alright, let us now ask a question? If the children go out on dangerous missions, is there no check point, action
organisation, so that you check all the points? Don't you monitor the movements of these children? Don't you look at the
time frame, so that when they don't come back you would understand that maybe something might have happened to
them?"

"Yes Mrs Mdoda, we have such things but here and there we had problems, okay?"

"When this group with Xola went to their missions, you realise that the group never came back, any steps you took?
Why do you reflect such great negligence?"

"No Mrs Mdoda, we were not negligent, we were actually being troubled by the spies from the System."

"Now tell me, do you think Xola was labelled a sell out because I heard that you killed many people them because you
labelled them sell outs. Was Xola a sell out, so that you even killed him or was he involved in the group of Angolans?"

No, Mrs Mdoda, he never became a spy. He was a hero. We will investigate this case and we'll come back to you to tell
you what really happened."

Up to this day they are still investigating. I have nothing to tell me what happened. I don't know how far they are with
their investigations, but I keep on going to Shell House.
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The other thing that troubles me, when I was in Johannesburg in March, I went to Shell House. When I got there I
started asking about the investigations and how far they are. I told them they ought now to have a death certificate,
which I want. They took out their books and showed me their records. In that cubicle on the 12th floor there were three
people, two ladies and one old man. Mrs Msimanga also had a book and checked. The other old lady checked and said,
"Here, I know his names were Martin Xola Jebe". She stated that his death was reported and it was in 1981. Mrs
Msimanga records showed that the death was reported in 1984. What does this make you think? This disturbed me very
much, because it showed me that the ANC didn't care about its people. The ANC was negligent.

MS MAYA: Did you find any trace of what happened and which year your son died?

MRS MDODA: Even today I haven't got anything tangible. They didn't bring any documentary proof to confirm the fact
that he died in 1984 because of any cause. You know, when I look at this it seems as if they were just removing me.

MS MAYA: The person who they know was at Soutpansberg, what did they say about his remains?

MRS MDODA: I also asked about this and they said they

are going to take action and make investigations at Soutpansberg. During the period when I've been going along, Mrs
Msimango always said that another problem that they were having, is that the ANC doesn't have the funds to make all
the investigations, but are trying their best to obtain as much information as they can.



But I've heard from them that there is no proof even today, it may happen that probably my son is still in those EAST
LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

9 MDODA

camps where they were killed. Maybe he is in an asylum in Angola, nobody knows.

MS MAYA: Does it mean that now you do not know what happened to Xola, you don't know whether he lives or
whether he died?

MRS MDODA: No I do not know anything, I would like to know really what happened because I want to know exactly
what happened to him.

MS MAYA: What is the wish that you would like the Commission to do?

MRS MDODA: I'd like the Commission to please assist me and make through investigations about all this and tell me
exactly what happened to Xola. Is it true that he died, and where did he die, how? Even if he died, so that I can believe
that he really died, I would like forensic tests to be done to make sure that I can get his remains so that I can give him a
dignified burial.

The other thing that I'd like, because I can understand that he was naughty, he left two children here.

MS MAYA: Where are the children.

MRS MDODA: They are still with me.

MS MAYA: How old are they?

MRS MDODA: One was born in 1979, and one in 1978. One is at technikon, and one at high school. They are both
boys. They were just dumped at my door and I was told that they are mine.

MS MAYA: I'm sure you want something to be done about these children?

MRS MDODA: Yes I have wishes about them.

MS MAYA: Can we hear what you would like us to do about them?
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MRS MDODA: You know, because I am already aged, I won't be able to have much energy and be able to take them
further in their education. Their father wanted them to be advocates, and they are very good at mathematics. I believe
they would be happy in engineering.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mrs Bessie. Do you want to say anything further?

MRS MDODA: No.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. Just a minute. Are there any questions?



PANEL MEMBER: Mrs Mdoda, can we have clarity whether, when meeting with a person whom you say, the first
person you asked was Chris Hani, did he immediately recognise Xola or maybe there was confusion about the name
which he had used outside which might have been different from the one you are familiar with?

MRS MDODA: You mean the person I asked about Xola first?

PANEL MEMBER: When you asked was he known as Xola inside as well as outside. The reason why I'm asking that is
because I want to make sure whether you were talking about the same person?

MRS MDODA: No the person I asked, that was Chris Hani, he knew Xola very well. The only time I learned that there
was

there was a mistaken identity was when those old people came to my place to come and tell us about his death, you
know, so one of the excuses they gave us was that, ...(indistinct) were using student names, that 's why they took so long
to tell us that he had died because they couldn't correlate his student name with his real name.

MS MAYA: Mrs Mdoda, this hurts because you and I are friends and so it's close to home. What I want to know is
EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

11 MDODA

whether when you talked to Chris Hani, were there any photographs that were shown to him so that he could identify
whether you were talking about the same person?

MRS MDODA: No no, I had no photographs with me, I just went to him and then I asked him, you know, if he knew
Xola, and immediately I told him that I was looking for Xola Jebe, then he said, "Oh sissy, you mean the one from
Johannesburg, you mean the tall light-complexioned guy, from Johannesburg?"

I said, "Yes I meant that one".

Then he said, "Oh I know him very well, oh what a brilliant boy, he was a mathematics genius." That's exactly what
Chris Hani said.

MS MAYA: Am I then to assume that you're asking the Commission to assist you with the investigation? Would I then
on behalf of our investigative unit ask for any information, particularly photographs and materials that can assist the
investigative process?

MRS MDODA: Yes I do have some photographs which I could give you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

PANEL MEMBER: Just one question Mrs Mdoda, did you during this long period when you didn't know where he was
and you

were going back and forward to Shell House, did you ever approach any other organisation for help?

MRS MDODA: No no.

PANEL MEMBER: Not at all?

MRS MDODA: No.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.



MR NTSEBEZA: Mrs Mdoda you have asked for a thorough investigation of this matter. I will just like to know
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whether in your own efforts, you have ever gone as far as Minister Joe Mudise in finding out what had happened to
Xola?

MRS MDODA: No I never approached those people, unfortunately for me, I had listened to a lot of nasty stories about
those people, as a result I thought it would be a futile exercise for me to ask them.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Just a couple of questions. First, your son left from Lesotho in 1979. You had no
letter or no phone call or no communication from that moment on?

MRS MDODA: Nothing, absolutely.

DR BORAINE: So it's been a very very long, hard search? Secondly, the woman by the name of Buhiswa Thomas, have
you ever been able to trace her or talk to her personally?

MRS MDODA: No, in fact I searched right through East London, because they said she was from East London and
nobody knew about Buhiswa Thomas. And yet in Maseru, everybody we met told me about her and in East London
nobody knew about her. And even this Galike fellow, who is also, I'm told, here in East London,he also told us about
Buhiswa Thomas. But he couldn't help us to locate her.

DR BORAINE: Just two more questions, quite quickly. Mr Mofukeng, did he tell you personally, face to face, or was
this on a telephone, that your son died in 1984 in Soutpansberg?

MRS MDODA: It was by telephone.

DR BORAINE: Okay, were you able to talk to him again after that?

MRS MDODA: No.

DR BORAINE: No, and he worked very close with Chris Hani?
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MRS MDODA: That's what I was led to believe.

DR BORAINE: Okay. Last question, when they told you that your son was killed in a skirmish in 1984 in Soutpansberg,
have you been able to find any details of that particular event? Either from one side or the other?

MRS MDODA: No no.

DR BORAINE: Not at all?

MRS MDODA: I tried to investigate and find out but a lot of people just ask, where in Soutpansberg?

DR BORAINE: Okay, and I'm sure you must have asked them also, where is the body?

MRS MDODA: That's exactly what I'm looking for, his body.



DR BORAINE: Okay, and he wasn't taken back with his comrades, he wasn't buried, nobody seems to ...(intervention)

MRS MDODA: Just no trace at all, nothing whatsoever. I still don't know what happened to his body, if in fact he died.

DR BORAINE: That's very helpful, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mrs Mdoda for your testimony, and this is a Commission that has to reveal
everything that is brought here. We want to thank you

that you could come here today to give testimony, thank you very much.

 

-----------------------------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 16.04.96 NAME: FEZIWA MFETI

CASE: EC002O/96 - EAST LONDON

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON ARCHBISHOP TUTU: (Conducting prayer)

MR BONGANI FINCA: Your Grace, the Chairperson of the Commission, Commissioners and Committee members
present. I wish to report that the office of the Commission in the Eastern Cape has received the following applications of
persons who wish to testify on violations of their human rights. The office has looked at these applications and it's
believed that they qualify to be placed before the Commission. I recommend in the order in which they will appear
before the Commission today.

Chairperson may I draw your attention to the fact that there are two matters which were held over yesterday. We will
start with those in the order for Tuesday 16th April, I wish to report that Mrs Nyameka Goniwe has requested
permission, and we recommend that it be granted that she appears tomorrow. The list for today then stands as follows:

Sindiswa Mkhonto appearing on the matter of Sparrow Mkhonto, the nature of violation is disappearance or murder.

Nomonde Calata, appearing on the matter of Fort

Calata,the nature of the violation is disappearance and murder,

Nombuyeselo Mhlawuli appearing on the matter of Sicelo Mhlawuli. the nature of the violation being

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 MFETI

disappearance and murder.

Chairperson could I report that those three will be appearing at the same time.

Singqokwana Malgas appearing on the matter pertaining to himself, and the nature of the violation is torture
in police detention, Bessie Mdoda appearing on the matter of Xola Martin Jebe, the nature of violation
being suspected in ANC camps or by security forces, Robert and Cecelia Kohl appearing on the matter of
Bully Aliston Kohl, the nature of the violation being killing by police, Joyce Mtinkulu appearing on the
matter of Spioms Mtinkulu, the nature of violation being disappearance and torture and poisoning in
detention, Nonceba Zokwe, appearing on the matter of Sithembile Zokwe, the nature of violation being
killing by Transkei police,

and the last matter for today is:

Billy Shiyani, appearing on a matter about himself, the nature of violation being ambush and being shot by unknown
assailants.



I present the list to you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Could I introduce the panel, I did not do so yesterday. My apologies. June
Chrichton is a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee in this region. Domisa Nstebeza is a Commissioner
and he is head of the investigative unit, nationally, and Tiny Maya is a member of the Human Rights Violations
Committee in this region. Dr Alex Boraine the Vice Chairperson of the Commission and Bongani Finca who is a EAST
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member of the Human Rights Violations Committee is a Commissioner and he heads up our regional office in the
Eastern Cape Province, and Ntkisi Sandi is a member of our Human Rights Violations Committee representing this
region, Hlengiwe Mkhize is a commissioner and she is chairperson of the Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee,
Professor Piet Meiring is a member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee, representing Gauteng region, and
Mcebisi Xundu behind here who is a newly appointed member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee for this
region and Dr Ramsahala, a commissioner and member of the Rehabilitations and Reparations Committee. MR
BONGANI FINCA: Chairperson, the commissioners presiding today are the Archbishop Chairperson, Dr Boraine
Deputy Chairperson, and Domisa Ntsebeza.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, I have not also reported that there would always be three commissioners for
each day of the hearing assisted by a panel that would vary but the three would be there for throughout the day. Maditi
Nqobela? MADITI NQOBELA: The thing that I would like to say is that I want to thank everybody who has carried
himself very well, you behaved because there was a big audience and I request that you should carry forward and
convey this dignity, because we've said we've come here to cry and give support and give condolences to all those who
have suffered. And those who are going to give testimony today, we would like them to feel that there is this
acquiesence and I

request also that when the person is giving his or her testimony, we should be aware that there should not be people who
are going up and down and disturbing all these occasions, because we are unable to hear very well. But I'm EAST
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sure that you are going to succeed because yesterday you did I very well. Thank you.

DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Feziwe Mfeti to the witness stand please.

MR BONGANI FINCA: I am really sorry, yesterday I gave the speaker the chair he doesn't belong to. I'm really sorry
for that.

DR BORAINE: Mrs Mfeti do you wish to take the oath or make an affirmation?

MRS FEZWI MFETI: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much, on behalf of the Commission I send to you a very warm word of welcome today
and to say immediately that we appreciate very much your cooperation. You were waiting all day yesterday, it must
have been very anxious and expecting to be in the witness stand telling us your story and you've had to sleep on that all
nigh. We hope you feel comfortable and relaxed. The story you have to tell has of course to do with your husband,
Phindile who as a young student almost ten years ago now disappeared from the university where he was studying, you
will tell us about that. It is not easy to tell these stories, but I hope it's going to be of some relief to you and we are very



grateful that you have come and we await your story now. The person who is going to lead the Commission in asking
you questions about this is Mr Domisa Nsebeza, who is almost on my right here and I will hand over to him now, thank
you.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Mfeti, before we begin I would merely like to add to what the
Chairperson of the Commission has said. And as an opening statement to relax you we would like you to know that
today the people of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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South Africa and the whole world would like to hear you, perhaps for the first and the last time how your life has been,
being the wife, the lover, the partner of a man, who almost a decade away, just disappeared from the face of the earth.
These people who are gathered here and the whole world will be watching your testimony. We would like you to tell in
your own words what it has been like, your hopes an your despairs, your moments of encouragement if there had been
any and your moments of disappointment. your high notes and your lowest ebbs, all the emotions that have gone
through your body in this decade or so, during which you have had to come to terms with the reality that you will never
see your husband again. And therefore I would like you to be relaxed, to know that this is your moment to tell us in your
own words how your life has been in these last harrowing, almost ten years. Do you understand that? I know that you
want to testify in Xhosa and I would merely like you to raise your voice so that all who are here can hear the original
version. Do you understand that? Are you now ready to testify. Right.

Now I will ask you questions and I hope that when you reply your story will unfold. Now let's start with this one, we'd
first ask you to tell us about yourself, just five minutes, tell us about yourself, who are you, where did you grow up,
where did you go to school, where did you meet with this Mfeti, what do you remember about him, what is it that makes
you feel very angry when you think about him, very

shortly, and tell us about the first day hearing about his disappearance, just five minutes, tell us about your feelings.

MRS MFETI: I am Netiwe the daughter of Makalima. I was EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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born in Insoma in Kwilibram. I started schooling in Insomo and from lower primary I went to Tsongo and then I went
on to the primary school. I am the wife of Mfeti who disappeared. We just met when we were busy travelling and there
came a time that we married. It was in 1969. We first married in a traditional way and we signed the papers after some
time, after he was released from detention in 1977. We have two children, a girl and a boy. Thank you.

MR NTSEBEZA: People do not know who Phindile is. Tell us who Phindile is. Where was he born?

MRS MFETI: Phindile was born in Nqamakwe at Mpukane. There were three at their home. He was the second born.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where did you meet? Did you meet at Nqamakwe or at school?

MRS MFETI: I was in Port Elizabeth because I used to visit my family members in Port Elizabeth.

MR NTSEBEZA: When married traditionally, where did this happen, when did this happen.

MRS MFETI: It was in 1970 but we signed in 1977.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where were you when you traditionally married?

MRS MFETI: I went to him in Gauteng.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he working in Gauteng?



MRS MFETI: After leaving school where he was studying he went to Gauteng and then he moved from firm to firm
because he wasn't really associated with the treatment. He went to work at Race Relations. From there...(intervention)

MR NTSEBEZA: When did he start working at race relations?

MRS MFETI: I can't remember the year very well, it's between '69 and '70.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened thereafter?
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MRS MFETI: He went further to work at the Union, they were organising the workers, they called it Industrial Aid
Society.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you remember the year at which he was in the society?

MRS MFETI: The time he worked at Race Relations they were organising people, workers but he stopped and started
working in 1973 when he was together with Jeannette Tetesi, Bennie Finerhof, Sipho Qubeka and the others. This
Finerhof is today at COSATU.

MR NTSEBEZA: Benny Finerhof, is he a member of COSATU?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now it is understood that from Gauteng to Swaziland, when he was on his way from Gauteng to

Swaziland, what did he say?

MRS MFETI: He was very secretive. The reason for that, he said is that he doesn't want the two of us to be involved. If
it happens that he dies, the children have to be with someone.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you know at the times when he was going to Swaziland that he was in the struggle?

MRS MFETI: Yes I knew.

MR NTSEBEZA: During his stay in Swaziland, who did he meet? Do you have any idea?

MRS MFETI: The very person I'm sure of is his cousin Thabo.

MR NTSEBEZA: This Thabo Mbeki, you say it's his cousin, is it the First Deputy President of this country?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he visiting them?

MRS MFETI: Yes.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Didn't he land in trouble this time?

MRS MFETI: Yes he was in trouble at times. When he was detained I was really in trouble. I made an application to go
and see him. Questions were raised. Things like boarding the plane, and then I just decided to say that I don't know
where he was headed to, and I told them that I will never leave my husband to live in the house not knowing where he
was going to. I told the police that my culture does not allow me to question and question my husband.

MR NTSEBEZA: I understand that. The husband in Xhosa families is not interrogated.

MRS MFETI: Yes you are right. Now on his return he was detained.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you remember the year?

MRS MFETI: You know, as he was detained now and then, he was detained on the 25th of May 1977 and then was
released, excuse me please, I forgot the date, it was 17 May 1976 and then he was released 17 May 1977.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now during this time things happened at Sowetho. Was he still inside?

MRS MFETI: Yes he was.

MR NTSEBEZA: On his release, was he released to go out or was he restricted?

MRS MFETI: No he was restricted under house arrest. Can I please explain this? After being released from the prison, I
didn't know where he was, he was at John Vorster and then he was at Kompol, I used to take him clothes, but

we couldn't find him at Kompol, they would look in the register and tell me that he has been referred back to John
Vorster. There was a time when I was now seriously sure EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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that he has been killed. I went to Jeannette Kettes because she was his best friend. Together with John Klempenner, I
gave them the statement, they took the statement to Hellen Suzman.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is this John Klempenner, is he in the South African Racial Relations, even during that time, was
he in that organisation?

MRS MFETI: No he was in the Financial Mail.

MR NTSEBEZA: John Klempenner met with Helen Suzman?

MRS MFETI: Helen Suzman took this matter to Chibuka, they decided that they should be charged or be released
immediately. Phindile on his return from prison, Jean said must stay in the house. "There's a paper here that I want to
show you, you must read it."

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you please read that paper for the people, they should hear?

MRS MFETI:

"I am 40310017049 Nchlongu Section Katlehong...(indistinct). Notice in terms of Section
10(1) of the Internal Security Act, 1950 Act 44 of 1950. Whereas there is enforced against you
a prohibition under Section 9(1) of the Internal Security Act 1950 by way of a notice which is
addressed and delivered or tendered to you, I James Thomas Kruger Minister of Justice hereby,
in terms of Section 10(1) of the said Act order you for a period commencing on the date on



which this notice is delivered or tendered to you and requiring you, and expiring on 31 May
1982, to report to the officer in charge of the Katlehong

Police Station ...(indistinct) on every Monday
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between 6 o'clock and 18H00, provided that if such Monday falls on a public holiday you shall
report on the following day not being a public holiday. Given under my hand at Cape Town,
this 13th day of May 1977. J Kruger, Minister of Justice."

MR NTSEBEZA: That restricted him in the family?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: No would you like the Commission to keep that piece of paper as evidence?

MRS MFETI: Yes I'd appreciate that, thank you.

MR NTSEBEZA: If I read that paper, it said he would stay under house arrest for five years. Now did he stay in

Katlehong for those years?

MRS MFETI: No not all the years.

MR NTSEBEZA: In 1978, was he removed to Transkei?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Has he been fired or pushed?

MRS MFETI: No they said, if he wants to go to South Africa he can use a visa.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now let us start, the time when he was chased away, what did they say about you and your children?

MRS MFETI: They started with him that morning and I was busy preparing myself to go to work. When this was still
happening I went to work because the key to the safe was with me. Two black policemen were staying at my place with
no movement t all. I told them that I'm going to work. They said, "No you have to stay here and pack your things". I said
to them, "No ways, I cannot do that". I went outside because our toilets were outside, I went into the toilet and I came up
with a plan. I came straight to the kitchen door
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and went outside and then I jumped next door.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where were the children during that time?

MRS MFETI: They were very small and I just left them behind with no breakfast at all.



MR NTSEBEZA: How did they transport him to Transkei?

MRS MFETI: While our belongs were packed, he was fetched to have a look on while they were packing his clothes.
The children and I were in the cells in Germiston.

MR NTSEBEZA: Tell me, did you get any notification that you have to be deported?

MRS MFETI: No the letter said, his family and himself must be deported. Then we left.

MR NTSEBEZA: You were taken to a cell in Germiston? From there the whole group was taken to which town in the
Transkei?

MRS MFETI: We went to the border of Umzimkulu, there was a car standing there on our arrival. It was a truck loading
our belongings and a small car that we took together with the children and two white policemen.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where did you sleep the first day?

MRS MFETI: The first day, because there was no place, we went to sleep in a hotel at Umzimkulu.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you pay yourself?

MRS MFETI: Yes we had to pay. But for two nights we asked for a place to sleep at the charge office, because we
didn't know where to go.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now what happened to the money? Was the money finished, you couldn't pay now?

MR NTSEBEZA: Yes that's true.

MR NTSEBEZA: How old were your children during that time when you had to find place to sleep, when you didn't
have
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money to pay a hotel, when you had to sleep in the cells?

MRS MFETI: The elder one was six, the smaller one was four. It's a boy and a girl.

MR NTSEBEZA: You stayed in the hotel at Umzimkulu for how many days?

MRS MFETI: I think it was two days.

MR NTSEBEZA: What about the children?

(end of tape 5)

(start page 6)

MRS MFETI: ....not even at one stage.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now what did the Transkeians say? What did they say because you were from South Africa to their
country?



MRS MFETI: They said someone informed them, they never knew about our family. We couldn't even leave our family,
we were forced to move out at the same time together with the car we were riding in.

MR NTSEBEZA: At the end, you left and you went to Guqwa?

MRS MFETI: No, they took us to his place, his home. We did not stop straight to the place, we'd stop at police stations,
you know to change cars, even at Guqwa we changed cars, at Umtata we also changed the cars, until we were at his
birthplace at Namakwe.

MR NTSEBEZA: You were now at his original place. You stayed there until you were employed at Guqa?

MRS MFETI: He applied for a house at first, but he was told, houses only belong to people who are employed. He went
to the Minister of the Interior at Umtata because that department made arrangements with Jenny Kruger that there's a
burden on their shoulders so we have to go to Transkei. He told them that he is a married man with a woman, he cannot

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

13 MFETI

stay far from his family. The next morning he went to find....

MR NTSEBEZA: During that time, was Transkei independent?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now did he find a place to stay?

MRS MFETI: Yes he found a place.

MR NTSEBEZA: And you went to join him?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: What about the children?

MRS MFETI: Together with them.

MR NTSEBEZA: I understand now there wasn't anything from 1978 that really made you suspicious? What was his
wish? What were his aspirations? You know, after studying?

MRS MFETI: He wanted to be an attorney, but he said no he'd rather be an advocate.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he always telling you that?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: At Guqa, he was sort of involved in the struggle, or did he tell you as his wife, anything?

MRS MFETI: No he didn't tell me anything, he would just go and leave me.

MR NTSEBEZA: Tell me, for the deportation, did he visit South Africa more often, did he tell you whether he was
going to meetings, or did he just disappear? On his return would he tell you exactly where he was.

MRS MFETI: No I can't say he was guarded at Transkei. We only heard in the papers in 1982, but every time he went to



Johannesburg, he was escorted.

MR NTSEBEZA: If he wasn't escorted, was he supposed to apply for a visa?

MRS MFETI: Yes he was supposed to apply for a visa.
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MR NTSEBEZA: During the time when he disappeared, when was it? We just want to scrutinise these periods and all
the happenings of the time. Please try to recall as much as possible. Explain to us, when did you learn about the
disappearance of your husband, or can I put it this way, when did you last talk to your husband?

MRS MFETI: On the 25th April 1987, it was on a Saturday. He phoned me from work, he was already in the University
of Natal at the time and we exchanged calls everyday. He phoned me this day and told me that he did not have enough
pocket money for his belongings.

MR NTSEBEZA: You were now a breadwinner?

MRS MFETI: Yes I was a breadwinner and I was buying everything for him. I was working at Smart Centre at the time
and I informed him that, he must please go to Smart Centre so that he can take as much as he wanted because they were
new jeans at the time. He promised to phone me in the evening and tell me how it went. Fortunately they phoned at
Smart Centre confirming my credit rating so that my husband can take over, they told me that he has already got what
he wanted.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he able to talk to while he was in the shop?

MRS MFETI: Yes they gave him permission to call me, and he also told me how the trousers fit him and then he said
he'll go and alter it.

MR NTSEBEZA: On that Saturday when he went off from the shop, what did he say to you that he was going to do?
What did he say to you when was about to leave Smart Centre?

MRS MFETI: He said that he was going to the tailor so that the jeans can be altered.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Where was the tailor?

MRS MFETI: I think that it was in that vicinity.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened at the time? Did he phone again as he promised during the evening?

MRS MFETI: No he didn't, and I thought because we had already made arrangements and communicated during the
day, I attributed his silence to that. My young boy went there to a garage because he belonged to a karate club there. I
told him that I forgot to mention that his father phoned, so I requested that he should phone his father. When he phoned
he could hear that he was being called, but when he came back he said he is not responding. When I looked at the time I
estimated that he could be at the library and I was certain that he would be coming back at night and maybe he would
phone then, but he never did.



MR NTSEBEZA: Did he phone on Sunday?

MRS MFETI: No he didn't phone on Sunday. Because he was using the park telephone, he would make a reverse call so
that I can phone him back, he didn't phone for quite a long time, and then I had this feeling that maybe there was a
problem with the telephones, because when there was supposed to be something that was going to be done, there a
tendency to disengage the phones, but I knew that there as also another place where he could get a telephone where they
were allowed to receive calls only but could not book them out,

so I requested the child to go and make a telephone call, but again there was no response from him. I said he must wait
again so that he can phone maybe after nine, still believing that he might be at the library. He knew that after nine then I
will be looking for him.

MR NTSEBEZA: What day was it now when you were already EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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suspicious?

MRS MFETI: It was on a Thursday, because it was going to be Mayday on Friday. It was the 30th of April.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it the day when you started to be anxious?

MRS MFETI: Yes it was.

MR NTSEBEZA: When you say the phones were being cut off when there was going to be something, or an occasion,
did you know that there was something that was going to happen.

MRS MFETI: Yes I knew that the first of May was going to be a public holiday, because it was Workers' Day, and also
I knew that the policemen would be very aggressive, because they did not like what was happening, because people
were observing the first of May. At the time, during that regime, that day was not accepted as a public holiday, but in
the Transkei, unlike South Africa, it was accepted.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened to the day when you could not obtain the opportunity to phone your husband, as you
expected also for him to call back?

MRS MFETI: Again after nine, we phoned, and it was said, Phindile is away, nobody knows where he went to and he
went to town and was not seen since then. And the person who gave us this information, didn't say what his name was. I
was taken aback and I also confirmed that I indeed knew that he went to town.

MR NTSEBEZA: So you confirmed that your husband could

indeed have phoned long ago?

MRS MFETI: The person also said that they went looking for him at the police stations but will go on looking for him
and try to find him the next day when they did not have classes, as it would be a public holiday.

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

17 MFETI

MR NTSEBEZA: How did you feel when you learned that your partner had disappeared?



MRS MFETI: I was shocked now and I tried to communicate with Temba Sangule, but it was said he was in Durban. I
left a message with his wife that she should please inform him that this had happened because it had now become a
problem for me. So the message was also given to somebody who was going to Durban and this person was honest
enough to convey the message to Temba. Again it was also confirmed that Phindile has disappeared.

MR NTSEBEZA: So do you not know the one who is his lawyer in Transkei? Was he also attending the university and
was he also a friend to him? Was he also a friend and a lawyer to your husband?

MRS MFETI: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: What of the children and how old were they at this time?

MRS MFETI: The eldest was about 15 years old, he was already aware of some of the things, and the little one also was
aware of the happenings in our country.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you say to them?

MRS MFETI: The eldest son was the first to receive the message, the little one, I had to explain to him what was
happening. They didn't accept what was happening and couldn't believe that their father had disappeared. My

younger child was very troubled at the start of the winter

vacations, because we could really confirm that their father was not there.

Was there anybody who tried to assist you like King Berman, trying to assist you in this predicament?

MRS MFETI: You know, I approached them in Durban, Temba EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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arranged transport for us to go and look for him, we went also to where the people are being taken, we also went to the
mortuary, to see if we can't find his remains there. There was also a message that there was a request that there should
be a member of the family who should come and give a description of the person who had disappeared. We went to the
mortuary, we didn't get him, we went again to the police station to give our statement and an account of what has
happened. We also checked his belongings and I could see that everything was there, but there was something that he
could not leave behind for quite a long time, his spectacles. They were there.

His pipe, he was a heavy smoker as he smoked to calm his nerves, but those two items, spectacles and pipe were the
ones that caused concern to me. His sandals were not there and a pair of trousers and a lumber jacket is not available.

Then these brought concern to me because I knew that if he was going for a long distance or for some time, I knew that
he would not go on sandals only. When he was released from the police station from detention, he had this pain where
always had to be rubbed because he had a slight injury, so he never returned ever since.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did he disappear that time as a last time when he talked to you at Smart Centre?

MRS MFETI: Yes, that was the last day when he said he was taking his pair of trousers for alterations.

MR NTSEBEZA: There's a letter that I'd like to show you which I think is important and I'd like you to read it for this
audience. This letter shows the struggle and the efforts which the people tried to show support and lend
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support to you.

MRS MFETI: Where does this letter come from?

MR NTSEBEZA: It was a letter from the South African Institute of race relations written to Brigadier A M Llas. It is at
Ulundi.

MRS MFETI: In which year was this letter written?

MR NTSEBEZA: It was written on the 17th November 1988. It was a year after your husband's disappearance. Could
you please read this letter to the Archbishop and this Commission? They tell us what Kane Berman wrote in the letter.

MRS MFETI: ( Reading letter)

"Re: Phindile Mfeti, date of birth 15.12.1946 I write to you in connection with the above
student who was studying for a BProc degree at the University of Natal from February 1985 to
May 1987, on a bursary supplied by the government of the Netherlands and administered the
Peace Institute. His address at the University was M S Jansen Hall. He disappeared without
trace in May last year, and wife who lives at 258 Nsobongo Street Butterworth, Transkei
confirmed that he is still missing. It appears that the last time his wife heard from was his ...
(indistinct) was when he telephoned from in May from a shop to say that he was on his way
back to the University. She had evidently made enquiries at hospitals, mortuaries and police
stations but so far without results. It occurs to us that at the time of his disappearance Mr Mfeti
may have been visiting a
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township falling under the jurisdiction of Kwazulu. I should be extremely grateful if you could
direct that the necessary enquiries are made to ascertain whether the Kwazulu Police have any
information as to what might have happened to Mr Mfeti. Yours Sincerely J S K Berman
Executive Director ".

MR NTSEBEZA: Was there an answer to that letter from the University of Natal from the police?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: I want to show you then two letters. These are very short, read them because we want to understand
what was the reply. What they said your husband was.

Start reading, University of Natal, which is a report.

MRS MFETI: (Reads)

"The Executive Director, South African Institute of Race Relations. P.O.Box 31044
Braamfontein. Dear Mr Kanes Berman Your enquiry about Mr Phindile Mfeti refers. The
enquiry is directed to the warden of the N S Jansen Hall and the Faculty of Law, as well as
reference to our records of examinations return, have failed to produce any knowledge of Mr
Mfeti



on the University Campus after May 1987. I regret the delay in replying to your letter. Yours
Sincerely

Professor B F de Wet Registrar."

MR NTSEBEZA: Read now the second one from the police.
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MRS MFETI: Mr J F Kayne Berman Executive Director South African Institute of Race Relations P O Box 31044
Brahmfontein Dear Mr Kayne Berman Your Mr Phindile state

With reference to my letter dated 1 December 1988, I wish to inform you that every endeavour
to trace Mr Phindile Mfeti was unsuccessful. His whereabouts could not be established.

Yours faithfully

Commissioner J S M Venter South African Police".

MR NTSEBEZA: Now what date is that letter? The reply from the police?

MRS MFETI: 27 January 1989.

MR NTSEBEZA: So it was getting on for the third year telling you that your husband is being searched. Now we just
want to summarise. All efforts, South African Institute of Race relations, Attorneys, yourself, all these never managed to
bring Phindile back?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: What do you think is actually happening here?

MRS MFETI: What I think about him, because that time he

was in detention, there was a report, and he came back with a report that one policeman who hit him, said to him, he
himself, Steve Biko and Bitja, they are trouble makers. They should take the three of them, put them at the borders,
shoot them and leave them there. And then the community will think that their own comrades have killed them.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Can you please repeat this because this is one of the things that really troubled our country. I want
you to repeat that, any person in this chamber who didn't understand that must really understand.

MRS MFETI: He came out and indicated to me that one policeman, among the policemen that assaulted him during his
detention, they said himself, Steve Biko and Bunny Bitja, should be taken to border posts, because they are really
troublesome, they should put them at the border post and shoot them and leave them there so the communities might
think that their own comrades have killed them.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now after his disappearance, did you remember that? Because it's one of the things he mention to



you? Now did you really have a feeling that he's been killed?

MRS MFETI: Yes I thought of that because he said to me, I wasn't in a position to know his whereabouts, Steve Biko
died at the police cells. My husband was out together with people like Juliet Kettes who received a parcel bomb, and
then Mr Berman. If those people were not close to me, I couldn't know exactly what happened to my husband.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you think he died the same way as Steve Biko?

MRS MFETI: Yes I think so.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now let us look at today. How do you feel today? Where are your children?

MRS MFETI: The little one is at the University of Transkei. The elder one, during the time when it was difficult, he
found his way through to Nigeria to study there. He left South at a very young age after completing Standard 7. He is
back from Nigeria now, but he's never been to school because we are still encountering problems to EAST LONDON
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change his results to the South African standard.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now on the 25th of April what happened. This day, how do you remember this day together with
your children?

MRS MFETI: We were crying. We didn't know how to think properly. But the first thing in my mind was, maybe he's
just taken a walk, but after some enquiries, because in his room there was a bag that is not missing. Mpelelo my son
said, I don't think he took anything.

I started realising that something might have happened. One of the things that I was sure of was that he promised me
that he will never ever leave this world. They'd rather kill him if than he would. He was actually giving me an answer on
the question that I asked him, he had a banning order. During that banning order he had an appointment with John
Kerman. He only left, the house was left with police guarding. I went to call John, I said to him, "John, please arrange
something for him, I'm not going to stand this anymore. I don't want him to be arrested anymore. John on his arrival,
told him that I have called and that should try something, they should find a place for him. He refused, and said, "No I
will never run away, I will never leave my mum without burying her, because she really struggled, giving me
education".

MR NTSEBEZA: Now summarising or closing, you find yourself in trouble being a widow, having not seen the grave
of your husband, is that true? You children they find they are orphans, without a father, but they can not even take
beautiful flowers to his grave. Is that so?

MRS MFETI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is there anything you wish to ask from the EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Commission, before the Commission gives you a time to give us your feelings. Is there anything that you'd like the
Commission to know?

MRS MFETI: I have interest in the fact that if the Commission can succeed and make thorough investigations, just to
get where my husband is, even if it is his remains, even if he was burned to death, even if you can get his ashes, even the



bones belonging to his body, because no person can just disappear without trace. There will always be some trace to say
he was found here. If I had an opportunity to bury him, I can already have reconciled.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mam.

DR BORAINE: Are there any questions? Thank you.

-----------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Thembisa Constance Mginywa to the stand please.

THEMBISA CONSTANCE MGINYWA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: You have come from Grahamstown and you have come to the Commission to talk about what happened
to your son who was murdered at a political funeral. It's a tragic story. We are grateful that you have felt it was of some
help to you to come to the Commission. We are trying to give as complete a picture as possible of what happened in this
country and you will help us by the telling of your story. Miss Tiny Maya will assist you and I am quite sure that she
will make you feel comfortable and relaxed.

MS MAYA: Hello Mrs Mginywa. Mrs Mginywa how do you feel this afternoon?

MS MGINYWA: I am very well, thank you very much.

MS MAYA: Are you Mrs Thembisa Constance Mginywa from Grahamstown?

MS MGINYWA: Yes I am.

MS MAYA: This afternoon would you like us to know about your son Mgcini Matthews who was murdered in
Grahamstown?

MS MGINYWA: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Could you please inform us about Big-Boy and who was this Big-Boy?

MS MGINYWA: Big-Boy was my son. He is the third born in
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my family. He was attending school at Nombelelo Secondary School. On the 13th of April 1986 it was in the morning
because I went to work at the time, leaving the children as usual. When I arrived from work I was advised at five
o'clock, when I arrived in the afternoon I asked where Big-Boy and his sister replied and said she doesn't know and she
is afraid. She said she doesn't know where he went to and this is quite a long time ago. A day before Big-Boy said to his
sisters please wake me up. I think they woke him up because I went to work.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge did you know that he was going anywhere?

MS MGINYWA: No I didn't know anything that he was having any journey to undertake but I knew that there was a



funeral which was in the vicinity. Usually when there was a funeral we were becoming very anxious because we knew
that boys would go to the funeral and some of them would never come back. We knew that if one of your sons went
away you would be very grateful if he comes back intact.

When I stayed there there is a neighbour called Mr Ghalo who is working at Settlers Hospital. When she asked after my
health we exchanged small talk then she asked me if I know that Big-Boy was in hospital. I was shocked, and then she
said to me I must not be shocked because really he is able to talk. He was able to give particulars about himself, but he
is in hospital.

MS MAYA: What was the cause of admission in the hospital.

MS MGINYWA: He was shot.

MS MAYA: What was the extent of the injury?

MS MGINYWA: The thing that he mentioned is that he was injured, he was shot in the leg, just between or above the
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knee.

MS MAYA: Did you make any efforts to go and visit him?

MS MGINYWA: Definitely I rushed to the hospital and my children and my brother took me along, they accompanied
me to there. When I arrived there Mrs Ghalo is the nurse who used to knock off at 7 o'clock, but we didn't stay long at
home. At 8 o'clock we were already at the hospital. When we went to the hospital the nurses told me that Big-Boy is
late.

MS MAYA: What was the reason for his death because it was said the extent of the injury was not serious?

MS MGINYWA: I met some of the nurses and they were getting on duty at 7 o'clock. The nurses who told me that there
was only an injury on the leg had already knocked off, but the others said they tried their best but they failed to
resuscitate my son.

MS MAYA: Did you get any details of the efforts made to resuscitate your son?

MS MGINYWA: No I didn't understand what they meant by that because they said the injury was minor.

MS MAYA: Can I ask what is the reason for attending the funeral and whose funeral was this?

MS MGINYWA: What I know is that the funeral was belonging to the Dokwe family, the child there was the same age
group as my son.

MS MAYA: Was the type of funeral which was being undertaken? Did you get any details?

MS MGINYWA: Yes this child was also shot by the police and he was fatally wounded.

MS MAYA: Did you get any information what caused the death of this child of yours?
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MS MGINYWA: The people who attended the funeral told us that during the procession we got a further report that as



usually used to happen at the time we would always bury children because if each time there was a funeral one child
would be shot and this became a habit and the reverends and the ministers of religion were always ready for funerals
because they knew that the majority of the youth was being shot at each time there was a funeral. Most of the time then
the procession would be led by the ministers or the children or youth would be in the forefront and then the ministers
would be at the back. I further got a report that he was part of the crowd that attended the political funeral. And then
during that procession people saw him just collapsing. It is said that the ministers were also available. We had a minister
Seboto and the other one was there because they waited so that he can be taken. The child was taken away. The
policemen were the people who took the child away to take him to hospital.

MS MAYA: When you say he fell down what do you mean by that?

MS MGINYWA: It's because he was shot.

MS MAYA: Who shot the child, did you see anything?

MS MGINYWA: Nobody saw who shot him. But what I can say there were caspers and the police were there but
nobody could identify who shot the child.

MS MAYA: Was there any conflict between the police and the community and the funeral attendants?

MS MGINYWA: No we didn't receive any information about any conflict because the procession it was orderly.

MS MAYA: During the time when you were preparing for the funeral what happened?
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MS MGINYWA: During the course of the week preceding the funeral arrangements the police came in their caspers.
They brought a letter and said I must sign a letter and they gave me the orders that there are restrictions in the way in
which the funeral should be conducted. It was said that the people should not be beyond 200. We were given restrictions
about who should talk there. I was surprised because usually we don't say a certain number should attend the funeral.
Everybody gives support and the people came voluntarily to give condolences. It was difficult for me then to come and
inform the people that they should not come. I didn't see any reason that why should they come and give orders after
they have murdered my child.

MS MAYA: I get the information that there is an incident which took place during the night of the vigil, what happened
during that night?

MS MGINYWA: On the night preceding the funeral while people were attending the vigil there were so many people
and there were also children and a youth group, the age group of my child. At the time I heard a big sound, listening to
the sound immediately it was dark and there was smoke all over the place. At the same period there were so many
children, those who were outside wanted to come inside. I stopped for a while but some of the people were also rushing,
there was a commotion then and those who were outside wanted to come in and those who were inside wanted to go out.
There was teargas smoke and we didn't know what was happening because at the time we were not well accustomed to
teargas.

MS MAYA: Where was this teargas?

MS MGINYWA: We found out that there was a canister inside
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our room. Again we found another one and after a while we discovered that in each room there were teargas canisters



and also on the premises there were others. We picked up six canisters. In each room I still insist there were many
canisters.

MS MAYA: Was there any damage?

MS MGINYWA: Yes there was big damage. Firstly some of the people were trying to rush out. There was a stampede
and everybody wanted to save his life. The windows were broken. The others wanted to hide into the wardrobes. The
wardrobes were broken. Everything was just broken. The dishes everything, furniture and cutlery was also affected. It
was a pile and pile of rubble.

MS MAYA: On the day of the funeral what happened?

MS MGINYWA: On the day of the funeral if I can explain very well I could just - I am glad because on the night of the
vigil the hearse was not yet at home. I am asking myself what could have happened there, so the hearse came in the
morning and we were having our funeral and we wanted to go to the funeral at the stadium. There were not many people
who were allowed to talk at the funeral because of the order which was brought in by the police.

Also I can remember that because I was in front there was something which happened at the back. One of the speakers,
Mr Moorcroft who was the Speaker of Parliament at the time, went to the police because at the time everybody knew
what was happening, Mr Seboto invited people trying to make information and evidence to be available to give details
about what happened during the funeral.

When we went around we were going past the school where my child was attending, as I was in front, as I was the
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chief mourner I saw a terrible sight. It seemed as if it was at a battlefield because we were surrounded by the police who
were heavily armed. When we went past them then the gunshot fired. There was stampede again, the commotion and
everybody, the cars were unable to move. The people were also unable to move and everybody was again trying to save
his life.

The teargas was then available. When we reached that place about a few metres to the graveyard the person who was
driving me to the graveyard said we must go back home. I informed him that I do not care what happens I want to pay
the last tribute to my loved one. I wanted to see where the grave of my son, child was. So this gentleman, though he was
reluctant, he took me to the graveyard. Some of my family members were unable to go to the graveyard and they had to
go back home.

MS MAYA: But the funeral went on?

MS MGINYWA: Yes despite all those the funeral could take place.

MS MAYA: Do you anybody who was arrested?

MS MGINYWA: What I know, I didn't know what happened thereafter. Firstly let me mention this before I can answer
your question. When we came back from the graveyard the ministers who were there at the graveyard came home and
they were together with Mr Moorcroft to check the extent of damage. They saw what took place there. There was a
feeling that I should go to the police station to lay a charge. But before then the case continued and then we were
supposed to go to court.

MS MAYA: Did the case continue?

MS MGINYWA: Yes.
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MS MAYA: What was the result?

MS MGINYWA: It was said the people were acquitted, nobody could be charged. They said because Big-Boy had
petrol bomb in his hands, throwing it at people then nobody could be found guilty of the offence.

MS MAYA: Was there anybody who was alleged to have shot him?

MS MGINYWA: No, nobody was produced.

MS MAYA: So the person was acquitted because it was said the child was the one who committed the offence?

MS MGINYWA: Yes it is.

MS MAYA: I went to Mr Sandi who was a lawyer and then he was together with another lawyer who was a White man.
They promised me that there are no fingerprints, there were bottles which were there as evidence but there were no
fingerprints which they could produce to say there were signs of the fact that my son was guilty.

MS MAYA: This one, the case which you sent to the police, what happened to it about the teargas?

MS MGINYWA: There was a letter which I received and this letter said the case was closed.

MS MAYA: Was there an explanation of closing the case?

MS MGINYWA: No there was no reason and no explanation.

MS MAYA: Was there any follow-up to this?

MS MGINYWA: No there was no follow-up to the case because when I went to the police they told me that they were
going to get to my house to get the statement, they promised to come. When they came I showed them these canisters. I
didn't collect the others which were on the premises. The only ones which I could produce were those which were in the
house. They took those teargas canisters and went away.
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They never returned.

MS MAYA: Was that the end of it?

MS MGINYWA: Yes that was the end of it all. What I realised is that when they took it they wanted to remove the
evidence so that I cannot have anything to lay a finger on.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else which you would like to say?

MS MGINYWA: No, I don't think there is something which I didn't say, which I was supposed to say. The most
important thing which I came here for is I knew that the teargas canisters were taken away and the people who took
them they had a hope that I would not have evidence, but fortunately during the period when there was this commotion
there was youth group who took photos of everything that took place there. They even took photos of the canisters and
that can be used I believe as the evidence, because even if they have destroyed the canisters the photos I believe they are
still there.



MS MAYA: What do you wish as you have appeared before the Commission? This is my last question, what would you
wish as you have become before the Commission, what would you like the Commission to help you with?

MS MGINYWA: Firstly, usually when there is funeral we always assist and give a hand to one another, I was borrowed
some of the items by my neighbours, there were chairs, there was cutlery, there were dishes, pots and everything that
was being used during the funeral, what I am disturbed about is that the people, my neighbours who assisted me are not
happy about the fact that things were lost there. During this ten year period I am always anxious. On this Saturday it was
the tenth year after the funeral, each time I look at the
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people who assisted me I have the conscience that everything was destroyed and my neighbours were trying to give a
hand and support me. I would like to be compensated.

Secondly, I would like the person who killed my child Big-Boy, should be brought forward. I cannot state and I cannot
explain the reason for them to kill him.

Another fact is, as a mother who is widowed, Big-Boy's father died whilst this child was only six years old. I brought
him up. He was at the age where when I looked at him I would be reminded of my husband. Each time I was looking at
him I would always think of his father. I had a hope that at a certain age he would also be able to support and assist me.
As Big-Boy was growing up, the house that I am talking about, as this commotion and this incident happened in 1986
there was nothing. I tried to build a house but I couldn't finish building the house. Because I am widowed I did not have
anybody to help me except Big-Boy. Everything which wanted a male partner to assist, Big-Boy used to take the role, so
it was a great loss to lose him. At times even the door, after he had died, I was unable even to fix the door when it was
damaged but he was my handyman. For everything which got damaged here he was very skilled and would assist us.
Even on the premises he would assist by keeping it orderly. I was very proud of him and was ambitious and I was
wishing that when he finished schooling I would be resting and be able to relax because I have taken the responsibility
of taking them for education, all children. I am earning meagre pay because I am not well educated but I had wished that
all my children could get the best of education.

During the time when I was widowed I had felt that I
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was hopeless. When I see other children whom I know that were the age group of Big-Boy I always get emotional
because I always compare him to those children that I see. Probably I would be relaxing and having somebody to assist
me. Today I don't have a shoulder to lean on. I have to take the responsibility because the girl next door is my daughter.
She was also 20 months when the father died, so I had to take the responsibility and bring them up. I would request that
the Commission should assist me if I am trying to educate this child because I have inadequate means I would like their
support.

My hope has fallen and I don't have anybody to assist me. Thank you.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much. We thank you very much for your presence. We really thank you once
more for the part you had in the struggle and your son Big-Boy was a sacrifice. We hope that the Commission will try
by all means to see if there any possible ways of helping. Thank you.

-------------------
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HEARING COMMENCES WITH HYMN AND PRAYERS

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: We welcome you warmly at this first of the series of public hearings of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. This is a hearing of the Commission on human rights violations. The other type of hearing
is that of the Amnesty Committee.

We thank our Eastern Cape colleagues, Commissioner, Commissioner Bongani Finca and all his colleagues in this
region for their very hard work, demonstrating that I head up a team of outstanding persons as Commissioners and
Committee members, some of whom are here with me today.

Our staff consists of dedicated and skilled persons. We thank the Premier of this province, the honourable Raymond
Mhlaba and the people of his province for their welcome and for their presence here today with Mrs Mhlaba as well as
the speaker of the Provincial Legislature, Mr Kugile and Mrs Kugile. We thank the mayor, the councillors and the
people of East London for their welcome, and especially for making available these facilities here.

We want to say a big thank you to the police for providing security, as we can see. They are our police. We welcome all
those who will be telling their stories as well as their relatives and friends. We will want to hear their stories. That is the
basic reason for these hearings. For the Human Rights Violations Committee to help the Commission EAST LONDON
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determine whether a particular person has suffered gross violations of their human rights and for those people then to be
declared victims and who will thereafter be referred to the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee of our
Commission, which then must make a appropriate recommendations to the President of our country for the nature and
size of reparation to be given.

The Committee will not be making immediate findings about whether people are victims who have suffered gross
human rights violations. But it's something that will happen only a while afterwards, because it may be necessary to
verify testimony, we may have to alert people who have been named as alleged perpetrators so that they are given an
opportunity of making representations in writing and possibly being asked to come to a future hearing.

Thank you all of you here in South Africa and around the world who have prayed and are praying for the Commission
and its work. We are charged to unearth the truth about our dark past, to lay the ghosts of that past so that they will not
returned to haunt us and that will thereby contribute to the healing of the traumatised and wounded people for all of us
in South Africa are wounded people. And in this manner to promote national unity and reconciliation. For Christians it
is a significant thing. Now the first hearing happened at Easter time, when we commemorate the victory of life over
death, of light over darkness, of goodness over evil, of justice over injustice, of truth over lies, of laughter, of joy, of
peace of compassion over their ghastly counter parts in the glorious resurrection of saviour Jesus Christ.



We want to indicate that those who testify before this Commission, will enjoy the same privilege as would happen in
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a court of law for the testimony that they give, provided what they say is the truth as they understand it, and provided
what they have done is done in good faith.

We want to assure that we do not want to turn the hearing into proceedings of a court of law, but the conduct of all of us
here should be conducive to a dignified hearing, for we have come especially to hear harrowing stories from those who
are going to be witnesses, and out of respect for them, I hope that it will not be necessary for me to invoke the powers
that have been given to me by the Act, that each of us here will conduct themselves in an appropriate manner. If people
who hear what would be construed in a court of law, if it happened there, as contempt of court, then they will be guilty
of an offence. I would hope that it would not be necessary for us to go in that direction.

CHAIRPERSON: We invite Mrs Nohle Mohape to take the stand.

NOHLE MOHAPE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: In welcoming you as the first witness in the proceedings of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, we are mindful of the suffering that you have endured in the past. Many of us remember as though it was
yesterday when Mapetla died in police custody. We remember the anguish and the horror of those days, we know also,
apart from the personal grief that you've experienced, that you yourself have been a victim of human rights violations.
We know that you too have been detained and were in solitary confinement, and we salute you as someone who has
witnessed the great courage, and you coming here today, is a testimony to your commitment, to truth, to justice, to
reconciliation and to peace between you and all people and all South Africa.
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Tiny Miya who is sitting on my right will lead the questions which the Commission would like to ask as you give your
testimony. You are very very welcome.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Before we begin I would like to indicate that my witness will be more comfortable presenting
her testimony in Xhosa.

Good morning Mrs Nohle, how are you today. I would first like you to tell us who you are just before we start.
Anything that you want to tell us about yourself, feel free, thank you very much.

MRS MOHAPE: I am very happy today after twenty years, because today is the 20th year, Mapetla Mohapi, my
husband died. I am very happy to get this chance to sit in front of you to explain to you who killed my husband. I am
Nohle for the higher family, I was born in Tonye here in South Africa.

I was born Nchona area and I grew up at home, I must really say it was a family of civilised people. Some of my family
members were teachers. I grew up doing my primary education at Ghaie. After completing that I went to secondary, and
after that I went to do my secondary education.

During this time Mount Asad, that's where I met Mapetla Mohapi, it was in 1971, and he was my boyfriend. This affair
ended up in marriage in 1973. Our affair, I must say , from the very beginning, I realised that he was a very committed
person to what he takes, because our affair was such an ordinary affair in the beginning, I was still growing up but as



time went on it was a very serious affair.

MS MAYA: You married and what happened thereafter Mrs Nohle?

MRS MOHAPE: We got married in 1973. I met him, at that time he was a very difficult person, he was having
problems. EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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After some time our house was attacked by police every time in and out seeking for him. They also wanted me in the
process because he was a person who could reach out to people and even at home he was a person who could be reached
easily. He was being sought by the police, what for, nobody knew. My mum was also involved here and he knew
exactly how to reply to the police.

Even before we got married, they would even go to my home, my house, to search for him. He was in those difficult
times.

Now on his way to the workshop, he said to me, "I am not going to leave you, let's go together, because we are busy
here getting our country in order". Now, well be in East London, we'll be in Cape and we'll be in Durban, because he
was a member of the South African Student Organisation at Turfloop. In 1972 there was a big strike at Turfloop and
then he was removed, that time they were busy mobilising their community. During that time Steve Biko was also
banned and then he came back to Tqonre, they were people working together. At times they would hold meetings, Steve
would be there, Bunny would be there. I was still young, they would say to us, "We want to conceptonise you, you have
to know exactly who you are, where your origin is, you should be very proud of your origin". They would even make
noise, telling us to stop imitating whites, we are busy smearing our faces with creams, because we want to be like
whites, we're busy stretching our hair because we want it to be long. "You are beautiful as you are. We recognise you as
you are, don't try to imitate other cultures so that you become beautiful, it's not important to us, you are a human being".
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In 1974 we had our first daughter. While I was pregnant her father was detained. Even when giving birth to the child,
the father was not there, he was at a conference. He told me that he would be in the meeting. I was very expectant at the
time. His friend took me to the hospital and he came back after some time and by that time we had a baby daughter.

In 1973 and '76, he had been a very loving father and committed husband, but that time was very short because in 1976
he died. Then we parted.

MS MAYA: We see you before the Truth Commission this morning Mrs Nohle, can you please tell us why you are
here, just before we start with our proceedings.

MRS MOHAPE: As I've already mentioned I was never happy in the 20 years about the matter of Mapetla, but now,
even now, I'm sure that he was never killed in any other way. After hearing about the TRC I told myself, I want to come
and give evidence about the hurt that I felt. I want to tell the Commission so that they can assist me in finding out what
happened to him because he never killed himself.

MS MAYA: You talked of detention. There were many. You said he was in and out of jail. Can you please tell us in
these detention, do you have anything that you understand about them? Did he ever say anything to you about such
detention? What kind of detention were they?



MRS MOHAPE: One thing that he did, he was prepared for his life, because every time he would say, "The time is
short that we have together, because every time you see what is happening in this country of ours, you have seen how
the police have been after me. If anything happens you have to know exactly that I'm always with you, even if I'm not
close to you, you must know. Even if the police arrived telling
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me that they want to arrest me, you must know the right. A person must identify himself, that he's a policeman. You
must know, every time the first thing to do is identification. Such things are very good for preparation and if he wants to
search, he must produce a search warrant, because everyone would just come into my house and say I want to search, so
you must be strong, you must never show the police, especially the Boers that you are weak. They shouldn't see you
crying because what they want every time, they want to see a person crying. They want to see that this pain that is
inflicted on a person really has an effect. Every time show them your strong face."

Now those detention arrived, but every time they would come into my house they would know that I am not emotional,
how I would feel.

MS MAYA: Now let's start with your first detention, when were you first detained?

MRS MOHAPE: He was taken into detention in 1976, that was his first time and it was a very long time. After that he
went back to the university, he did social work and he passed. And he was arrested in 1974 and he stayed a long time, I
think it was a war in Frelimo, that was the period when he was also detained. He stayed close to 8 months in prison.
Nobody knew his whereabouts, where he is in jail.

MS MAYA: Was it all those 8 months?

MRS MOHAPE: Yes we were going up and down, wanting to know where my husband was. I remember at one time we
went to Nqone Police and you'd never find out directly in which jail a person was. After the seventh mont father Stubbs
was a person who really tried to help. He said I should go to Pretoria but seems as if Mapetla is in Pretoria, they would
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try by all means to find some means of singing. We went to Central Prison in Pretoria and then I would stay there for the
whole week, every morning going to Pretoria since our prison with my lawyers wanting to see my husband, but never.

In the second week I was told that I can see my husband for only two minutes, because I said to them, nobody can only
disappear without any reason. We it's things that are happening in our area. I even told them that we read about people
who get hijacked in the showers in the prison. I just read in the newspaper about a person who fell from a chair and
died, but in actual fact you'd have the feeling that the person is still alive. Then you'd only see the person for two
minutes if you are given a chance. That's what happened during those days, in the seven months that he was inside. Do
you remember the Act, tell us under which Act he was detained. What did they say to you. Every time police would
come and arrest Mapetla and they would say, under Section Six of the Terrorism Act. In that section, I knew exactly
about it. As I've already said, some of their things, (end of tape 1)

(start of tape 2) and it was hopeful that everything was going on so well. When you were making your own judgement
you would say these policemen had been trapped, but when the results came out and nobody was accused and found
guilty about this death, it was said Mapetla had committed suicide. We were not that shocked because we expected that,



as we always knew about the courts of South Africa. We were very angry about this. I could not control my anger, I was
so emotional that I vowed that I am going to show these people. And I was also aware that I have to be protected against
myself, but I was helpless at the same time. I was
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dejected, I was hopeless and I vowed to myself as they said that they have finished with me, and that were thinking that
this struggle would not continue, I rejected that and I was sure that was going on strongly with the struggle.

I also emphasised the fact that the plans which were laid out by my husband are going to be carried out. At times he
used to go on Sundays and he would say we must go and scout around for beautiful houses in the town in King
Williamstown. We would go around and look at each beautiful house where he would say, "These Boers, where they
stay, we are going to own that house one day". I was so sure that I will fulfil these dreams and I would make sure that
they are fulfilled, and this was very horrible, when it came to this.

MS MAYA: What did they say was the reason for his suicide?

MRS MOHAPE: The letters which were available during the inquest, there was one amongst them of which it was said
to be the suicide letter. The writing was very exclusive and it did not belong to Mapetla. But this one was also written on
toilet paper as my husband previously did write, and the experts who looked at the writing confirmed that the writing in
the suicide note is very exclusive. They tried their best and tried to make a good scrutiny. We waited for the response.

MS MAYA: What was the inquest?

MRS MOHAPE: We were surprised about the inquest, that still nobody was accused about this. There was civic court at
Grahamstown, these also went on in Grahamstown and there was a policeman who took out some letters to give
testimony about the crime and he confirmed that this man would never take his life. He said, " We were all supportive,
because
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this man was always going on educating people and policemen he tried to show us that we should be the peoples'
policemen." And he was able to produce the letter.

The police who gave testimony had already been warned by my husbands' way of talking. He was very good in
approaching and conveying his message successfully. We went on looking at the place that he talked about, there was a
lot of new information but it was said there was no witness.

MS MAYA: What was the result?

MRS MOHAPE: In Supreme Court it was also said that nobody could be blamed about what happened. After that it was
said that nobody could be blamed, we were told that we have lost the case and we have to pay the costs. We went home
where I received a letter from the court stating that the account which I'm owing was about R250 000. I cannot
remember well but it was approximately that amount which I was expected to pay. They also wrote to find out how they
can liquidate me and I would have to write a list of everything, my house included. But my lawyers were able to support
me, stating very effectively that I cannot pay the costs.

MS MAYA: What happened thereafter?



MRS MOHAPE: At the end I do not know what happened, we made an appeal in the Supreme Court and the attorney
who was responsible for this, for our case, Mr Mqhlange, was also reported dead and his wife went on and wanted an
advocate and nobody was to blame even then.

MS MAYA: We take that your husband who was very close to you and was a threat to the policemen. We hope that you
are going to stay normally, after the death.

MRS MOHAPE: I was also hopeful that maybe I will be going for teaching as my husband was now laid to rest and I
was a
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widow. But because I was labelled as being a wife to a terrorist, I never got a chance to be a teacher. Well I was forced
to be involved in a self-help project for a black community but I was thankful because I learned a lot. I was more
empowered when I didn't work as a teacher. With community programmes you were able to know how to be dedicated,
how to be committed to what you were doing, and also were able to learn how you can empower people, so that they not
dependent on others.

There were so many projects which we opened and I also learned very much from that. The contribution that I have
done is more than being a teacher. And this give me a chance to teach people responsibility and we learned also to
empower people. It was enjoyable to me because teaching would not have given me that opportunity. I continued
working as a black community leader, and all the organisations were banned in 1977.

What happened when I was thinking that I am already now past all these tortures, a new era started when the police kept
on harassing me, coming to my house and I think they were trying to remove the spirit and dampen my spirit, so that I
cannot go on. They tried to tempt me, trying to show me all the benefits that I would gain if I would change into being
an informer. The policemen continued to tell me that they would even take me to far away places like overseas and they
said they would pay for everything, and they also said that they belonged to BOSS, an independent body which was
working together with the people to develop and support them.

I cannot also state where exactly this comes from, but it was a bureau which was reported to be helpful to some
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people who had been oppressed, and they also chose me as one of the candidates who could go and get a bursary to go
overseas. They also told me that they would give me a tape recorder so that I can record everybody wherever I go. I
should attend meetings, attend workshops, and do recordings for them so that I can appear as leisurely but I would be
knowing that I am developing my skills. I think that was their psychological way of working through my feelings but we
didn't go well together.

Because I refused their offers, they kept on coming again, they started detaining me, again and again, and I was the
secretary to Steve at the time. Steve was arrested in Port Elizabeth and I also suffered the consequences, because I was
detained because I was his secretary, There were three of us. I stayed there in detention, in solitary confinement for six
months and I could really confirm and believe what was said about what happened in the police cells. I was not even
given a chance to go and change and take new clothes to make arrangements for what was happening to my children, I
didn't even have a opportunity to get a baby sitter. They told me that they can take me anywhere and they could also



make it happen so that nobody can know where I've gone to. I went to Port Elizabeth and I also spent six months in
detention.

The first month during my detention, I didn't get a drop of water to wash myself, I was unable to change and I was in my
menstrual cycle. I was so dirty, requested water so that I can bathe and wash myself. But nobody wanted to help me.
They even refused me access to the magistrate. I told the magistrate about all these atrocities and the fact that I have
even had lice as I couldn't wash myself. This
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was the third of fourth day, but the magistrate gave an order that I should be given some toiletries. After a month I was
allowed to get some items from home to change. I was alone at Mount Road, a police station with very few cells. There
are two very small cells, painted black. It was a very dark place, there is a bucket inside and they would come and fetch
you at night and take you to SANLAM Building. That is where the atrocities used to take place.

We would be assaulted and forced to tell the truth, and I was also forced to say that Steve is a terrorist, and also that he
was busy distributing pamphlets. So I had to admit that I was supposed to cyclostyle a batch of pamphlets for Steve.
During that period that I was going to distribute them, he was arrested.

During the six months, everything was revolving around Steve Biko. At times they would bring blank papers so that I
could sign, and they promised to release me, if I should sign them. But they asked me if I wanted the same thing to
happen as happened to my husband? At times I would be fastened to a grill and then would be assaulted brutally and
would be unable to defend myself. There was not even a chance to run away because the grill holds you so fast that you
cannot do anything about it.

After they beat you, they would beat you and find out if you don't want to go and relieve yourself. I heard from another
one, that every time that they assault people, they would assault the person until such person would want to go and
relieve himself.

MS MAYA: When did they release you?

MRS MOHAPE: I stayed six months in solitary confinement in Port Elizabeth, and they would come and report some of
the
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things that are happening at home. They even came and told me that my youngest child is dead. They even promised to
release me so that I can attend to the funeral. And they also insisted that I should sign this paper. They told me that they
wanted to take the paper to Steve Biko so that he can know that I'm also inside. Each time they said this, Steve would
always deny and say they were threatening him. He didn't believe that I was arrested, and I wanted not to make them
happy about this.

MS MAYA: Did you sign the paper?

MRS MOHAPE: No I didn't because the paper was blank. I refuse d to sign because so and that is what led me to get
assaulted. In February after six months I was taken away and went into custody under Section 9 in Grahamstown.

When you were in the van you would feel that you are free because it was the first time when you could meet other



people and communicate. Even if I was going to another jail it didn't happen to me because I was tasting freedom for the
first time, to be away from solitary confinement and meet others who were arrested. At the time I didn't know that Steve
Biko was arrested and it was a long time before I could learn about it.

When I got to Grahamstown, comparatively speaking, it was just a hotel, it was like a hotel. There was a bed and the
blankets were not infested with lice.

MS MAYA: What happened after you were released?

MRS MOHAPE: I stayed in Grahamstown for a month and then I was released. I took my children from my in laws.
Just a week after I took them, the police came again and they arrested me. I had to take my children to my in laws again.
After another week I was released again. Thereafter my in
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laws preferred that I should leave the children so that they cannot be affected by these removals. I took the children and
they stayed with my in laws. The children were attending school at the time but because I was under a banning order I
was unable to visit them. I was not even to take them to school and could not escort my little one to school like any
other parent. It was difficult for me to do so. I was unable to attend the meetings which were attended by other parents. I
was unable to get jobs and I was labelled as a terrorist then. I was restricted from being in the company of more than
two people.

It was a very difficult time for me and I was unable to get employment anywhere. The banning order was for 1978. In
1979 I got a job in a furniture shop. I was employed for five days and the police came again at Elerines where I was
working and they took me again. I was given an envelope. I was paid for the five days that I worked and was told that
the job was finished.

MS MAYA: How long was the banning order?

MRS MOHAPE: The banning was for five years but it was lifted after two years.

MS MAYA: This oppression, can you tell us how long it continued?

MRS MOHAPE: After the banning order was lifted I was working at the time at Zingisa Educational Project. This
project started in 1971, the people did it for themselves and were also encouraged by Steve Biko. and this Committee
was trying to make the Ginsberg community to be able to have their children to be taken to school. Those were children
who were needy were given bursaries and scholarships so that they can be able to continue with their education. For the
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families who were removed from their areas, this was also a benefit for them. So I was working on this project.

MS MAYA: At this point I would like to stop for a short time so that you can think back again and find out if there is
anything that you have left out, that you think might be important.

MRS MOHAPE: There's nobody who will ever leave anything important behind. I want to say in his times of
difficulties he never became one person. I also recommend the support of the people who worked with him. The
members of organisations. Even the people world wide, he received letters from overseas, from people you do not



know, even in this country people were sending letters, feeling this hurt together with you, you know these hard times
that we were in, the people were together with us. That gave me strength, that I am supported by the people. Let me not
disappoint them, let me carry on with the struggle and see whether my life reaches the point I want it to reach.

Now wit this Truth Commission, I've realised that people from overseas, and these people that have been supporting me,
I want them to hear today what happened. I am here with a full hope that my children, after such atrocities, will know
exactly what happened, because my children and I, we told them that we their father didn't kill himself.

MRS MOHAPE: Can I please ask two last questions? How did you feel after the death of your husband? What do you
think you would feel after hearing about the Truth Commission?

MRS MOHAPE: After the death of Mapetla I was full of hate. I was full of hate that can never be countered. I was
hating anybody who was in the police. I hated them for their
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oppression. Those were the people who were enforcing apartheid laws on us. They wanted us not to have rights. Even
the children, when you speak to them, you have to tell them these are the people who oppressed us, but one day they
will change. Now these police who are forcing apartheid laws on us will change.

That hate stayed with me. Even that heavy load in my heart was also there, but I told myself that life must continue, I
have to be very patient. Even if I was full of hate, life continued. You know, even if you don't forget this, even if you
don't forget that Mapetla is dead, the children will wake him. We agreed that this is a nice thing if we agreed as a family
that we will go to the TRC and speak out about what happened. The way we see things. The hard times that we went
through.. We want to share with you the difficult times that we've been through.

I want to repeat, my hope is that the TRC will reveal, will try to find out what happened to their father, so that when my
children are elderly people, they will know exactly what happened to their father. I think I should also know what
happened, because as I am sitting here now, I don't know what happened, because he never had any grudges, he
belonged to the people. He was abducted from his house, healthy, supporting his family under the people who followed
him. I have the experience of being tortured, which he also went through. Now after such things, nobody was to be
blamed?

MS MAYA: The last question according to your children. How old were your children at that time?

MRS MOHAPE: One of them was six years old and the other one was two. This one at six months, he didn't even know
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her. This one who was two years old doesn't know his dad because he was very young. He is now 22 and the other one
will complete 21 years. They are studying now. The one is at Rhodes, BCom, 3rd year, the 22 year old one is doing
analytical chemistry, he is now busy with his training in this field.

MRS MOHAPE: Thank you very much Mrs Nohle Mohape, thank you.

---------------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 18.04.96 NAME: NONTUTHUZELO MPHELO

CASE: EC0038/96 - EAST LONDON

DAY 4

__________________________________________________________

(tape 16 missing here)

MRS MPHELO: .....to the day when this thing happened, the day when Mr Mpehlo was shot.

MR SANDI: You say on that day, what happened, what actually happened on that day?

MRS MPHELO: On that day at home, it was on a Sunday, we were selling fruits and vegetables at that place. We woke
up early in the morning and he said to me he was going to buy oranges. Well he left with his car and I asked

him why he didn't take a van. Well he drove off with his car, he came back with small plastic bags filled with naartjies
and he said, "This is yours, this is for my sister", I can't remember the third one, he said, "I know my sister is very fond
of nuts". Well he left. He came back again.

You know on that Sunday, he was busy telling me that I should cook soup for him, he wanted a real soup. I said to, "Oh
My Lord, why does he make me cook so many pots on Sunday?", because I was supposed to prepare the normal food. I
said, "Okay I will". He went out with his car, he came back again and he asked me, "Did you cook my soup?" I said "No
I haven't yet started cooking. I will start it as soon as I finish. He went out, came back again, "Haven't you started
cooking my soup? Leave everything that you're

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 N MPEHLO

doing, can you please cook me some soup?" You know I thought I'm tired now, I can't listen to this anymore, I have to
cook this soup and he said, "I'm coming back.", he went out, that was the last time I saw him alive.

MR SANDI: You said the day he left at home heading for High Street?

MRS MPHELO: As usual he would go on Sunday, High Street where he died, it was a street where Velite his uncle
stayed. I didn't know on Sunday when he left where he was going to because he left with Stinky Mpehlo who is his
uncle's son. Well after noon when they did not come, I was worried, I said, "Well he doesn't usually miss his lunches,
why is he not at home today because I already prepared his soup?" I think it was round about four, if I'm not mistaken. I
saw Mrs Wendy Madiba coming, I was just moving up and down in the house. I was really restless, and she asked me
why I was so restless, what was I waiting for, my husband was dead, he's been shot?

MR SANDI: Did you say it was at 12 High Street?

MRS MPHELO: Yes.



MR SANDI: What did the witnesses say?

MRS MPHELO: They said while he was trying to go somewhere, He was at Jose the moment, people said to him he has
a phone call that he has to be at 12 High Street. Well he thought he was being called by his cousin, he'll go there? On his
arrival he went into the house, and he wanted this cousin who was calling him but he was not there. He was very lively
and full of jokes, every time talking to people, joking with some people outside. Among those people, one of them shot
him from behind.

MR SANDI: What is this 12 High Street? As I've listened
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to you talking there, you say there were a lot of people there.

MRS MPHELO: What I think, you know that time when he was at his cousin's, there was something,I think it was a
shop if I am not mistaken, he never thought that these people calling him would kill him.

MR SANDI: Did you hear at home that he was shot?

MRS MPHELO: Yes I was at home. It is Mrs Madiba who told me that he was shot. I called 12 High Street and I
enquired about this thing. The person who answered me said, yes he was shot. I asked whether they called the
ambulance but the child said no, he was scared. I asked him if he called the police and he repeated that he did not as he
was too scared. Well I called the ambulance and the police.

MR SANDI: Where was your husband now?

MRS MPHELO: His corpse was still in the yard, at twelve.

MR SANDI: This person who you talked to on the phone, you said he was scared to call the police.

MRS MPHELO: Yes he said so.

MR SANDI: Are there any things that happened at your place? Maybe some of the things that would indicate to you that
if they happened you called the police and the ambulance. What happened on that day, can you please explain to us?
People were killed, there were petrol bombs, Grahamstown was in a very terrible state during those years.

MR SANDI: Who were actually doing these things.

MRS MPHELO: Nobody knows. Because these children were busy organising things, you know, not knowing who's
really behind these children. Because on that day when my husband was shot, they took his car keys and they went off
with his car to burn it, at the park.
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MR SANDI: Were the people caught?

MRS MPHELO: I heard perpetrators of such things were caught but I never knew what happened to them afterwards.



MR SANDI: Did the police come to you and tell you what happened to those people who were caught, didn't they tell
you about court cases?

MRS MPHELO: No nothing took place.

MR SANDI: Do you tell us even today you don't know what happened to that case?

MRS MPHELO: No I don't know anything up to this day.

MR SANDI: In the statement or in the explanation that you've given us you said you were helping in what firm?

MRS MPHELO: I'm not yet registered, I'm helping in that law firm.

MR SANDI: Can you explain to us what you actually do there?

MRS MPHELO: I have trained to be an estate agent.

MR SANDI: You said in your explanation you were at number 50 Redland Road, do you still stay there?

MRS MPHELO: Well after my husband's death many things befell me one after the other. I never enjoyed life anymore.
As I'm sitting here, I'm asking this Commission, my children want to learn. I have an elder son, he was at a technikon in
Port Elizabeth, and he was forced to stop studying. You know, even now the lawyers are running after me to get the
money that was left behind.

MR SANDI: Now who's place is 50 Redland Road?

MRS MPHELO: That's Baba's place. No I didn't sell it to him. There is something that I'm trying to explain here. These
many miseries that befell me after my husbands death, you know everything disappeared, the money, the shops and
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even the house. I was trying to raise some money, I wanted to give my children a good education, but I never succeeded
in anything that I tried to do. Everything was taken, was really insolvent. As I am here, I do not have a place to stay, I
stay at my parents home with my children.

MR SANDI: Do you want to say anything to the Commission today.

MRS MPHELO: One thing that really puzzled us, as he was being accused that he was a spy who sold Steve Biko, on
the other side we never rested. The police were on their toes, on the other side it was the people. I remember at one
stage, it was a rally. Now the youth were throwing stones at cars. They ran to my place, into my house, I opened the
wardrobes, I said to them they should get in. Even underneath the beds. The police were outside, you know, they kicked
off my door and they asked, didn't you see any youth, I said no I didn't, nobody came in, couldn't they see that the door
that they kicked was closed. Surely that would be an indication that there are no people in this house.

You know at that time there was a child underneath the bed, I was talking alone, this child was restless and I took a
cloth, I tried to clean while talking, hiding this sound that was coming from underneath the bed. Well the police left and
I opened the wardrobe. They thanked me for helping them, another game.

Across the street there were police there, it was after the rally. There's a big place of reeds. A policeman came from that
area and asked us why we urinate close to the kraal, and he replied, this is our place, our tradition tells us to urinate very
close to the kraal. You know, this hefty man picked him up, he was so hefty that his feet
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couldn't touch the floor, and then he was thrown into the back of the hippo.

After hearing this, on the other side, these youths arrived at my place with guns. My husband was not now at home, it
was at about seven o'clock and they cut my telephone line, they got into my van, they took everything they wanted.
They opened the wardrobes, they took everything, they looted my house.

MR SANDI: When did this happen? Did all this happen at the time you were waiting to bury your husband?

MRS MPHELO: They arrived the following day at 11 o'clock. Among them there was a young lady wearing a very
short skirt, a mini-skirt, and she said to me, "You know what, I can shoot you any time". You know from underneath the
mini this child pulled something out, it was a gun. I raised up my hands and said, "Oh my children, what really do you
want, you killed my husband who is innocent, do you now want to kill the family? What have we done?" And this
young girl said, "Somebody sent us, we've been given an instruction to kill you and then everything."

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Mpehlo. I will give things back to the chairman, are there maybe things that
you'd like to explain?

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Any questions? Thank you very much Mrs. We hope that the Commission will
try to investigate. We thank you very much for the evidence that you have put before us. We understand your request,
your plea about your children and their education.

MRS MPHELO: There is this one fact that I want to emphasise. It's with regard to the children. You know you realise
your child, when he has a certain talent, but
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because there was this stigma attached to our family, the child couldn't carry on with his talent, because he didn't trust
anybody. He wanted to pull himself every time. There is something that he wanted to persue with his talent.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much, Mrs.

------------------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Sithilifu Ndzumo to the stand please.

SITHILIFU NDZUMO: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Good afternoon Mr Ndzumo. Mr Ndzumo I am not going to be biased in your favour even though you
have a badge that I recognise on your lapel which is a Methodist badge which is a very good balance from what we have
had today. We are very grateful that you have come. The story you came to tell us goes back many years, to 1980, and
your father who died so tragically, or was killed so tragically in prison was at the time the Minster of the Interior and
Social Welfare in the Transkei. What we have tried to emphasise at these hearings is that from the lowliest to the highest
the doors of the Commission are open. It makes no difference. We are glad to welcome everyone and we are especially
glad to welcome you today. You have a story to tell and Ms Tiny Maya is going to assist you as she leads the evidence
and asks you questions. Are you comfortable, are you alright? Are you ready? Thank you very much.

MS MAYA: How are you Mr Ndzumo?

MR NDZUMO: I am very well thank you.

MS MAYA: Your names of Sithilifu Ndzumo and you were born at Mzizangwa in Ntsikisi. Your father was Saul
Kholisile Ndzumo, and he died in the police cells in Idutywa in 1980. EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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And during that time he was the Minister of Internal Affairs in the Transkeian government. Could you please give us the
background about your father? If there is anything that you think led to his death you will have to tell us that as well.

MR NDZUMO: I think the cause of his death was the misunderstanding at his work place. He didn't - he was very
politically minded at those times. He was really complaining about other people. He was really complaining about other
people in authority who were in prisons those days. It seemed as if nobody wanted anything to do with politics.

MS MAYA: If you speak of the top class people who were imprisoned what was he referring to?

MR NDZUMO: I think he was referring to the political prisoners.

MS MAYA: Mr Ndzumo can you relax and tell us anything that you want to tell us. I want you to speak freely.

MR NDZUMO: He was very politically minded. He was involved in the struggling organisations that are here. We were
not very clear about politics and he would ask us which political party do you want to go to, and he said we can go to
the ANC.



MS MAYA: Do you think there wasn't this cooperation at work? Now between him and who was there a conflict?

MR NDZUMO: I think it was between him and the government. I think at the meetings where he would bring children
together the government was really against that. It was the government of oppression.

MS MAYA: On the day of his arrest what do you remember, do you remember anything to tell the Commission what
really
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happened?

MR NDZUMO: Can I please start from the beginning. My father S K Ndzumo was a member of Parliament in the
Transkei government in the early 60's. He went to Parliament every time and on his return he had a lawyer whom he
used to call and he was doing his articles there. His arrival on the (...indistinct) he became the chairman of the House of
Assembly under the Transkei. It was now in the Ministry of Environmental Affairs and Agriculture and then he
switched over to the Minister of Social Welfare and Interior.

Well it happened that he was removed from his position. Well he accepted the offer he called us so that we sent a person
to fetch his belongings. Well we sent a person. He was really very happy to be released because now it was his good
chance to get into agriculture, into farming.

We left the place. The second night after our arrival at home the police came and they exchanged words with him. You
know it was a long talk, we didn't know what it was about, and after that he came back into the house and said they want
to arrest me. Well he took his warm clothes, he said I am now leaving, I am finally leaving, I will never, ever come
back. I think I am going to be killed. I am serious, they are going to kill me, but even if they kill me, even if they can kill
my body they will never kill the name.

Well we stayed there surprised. This really troubled us. He used to say I was born in politics and I will die in politics.
He went into the police van.

MS MAYA: Did you see him thereafter?

MR NDZUMO: No we never saw him.

MS MAYA: What did you try to trace him?
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MR NDZUMO: Well I went to Umtata the following day to Bothastown to the offices where he was working. On my
arrival I met a certain man and I asked him the information, I wanted to know the (...indistinct) of the police. Well I met
a Brigadier Ncebe, I met Mr Gwanya as well who was the secretary and he asked me where am I heading to. I said to
him I want to trace my father. He said no, don't worry they won't attack you, they won't assault you at all. He said to me
why are you crying if you really know where your dad is? Well I went back home to explain to my mum what
happened.

MS MAYA: Did you go back home without any trace of your father?

MR NDZUMO: Yes I went home without any trace.

MS MAYA: What did your mum say?



MR NDZUMO: Well I explained everything to my mother, she wasn't saying any words, she was only troubled. The
following morning when we woke up it was between 6:30 and 7:00 we got a message that he was shot.

MS MAYA: Didn't you hear from the radio anywhere ...(intervention)

MR NDZUMO: No not from the newspapers, not from the radios, nobody came.

MS MAYA: What did you do thereafter to investigate further?

MR NDZUMO: Well we went to Mr Gweliza's mortuary. When we arrived at Dukwa there were policemen armed, they
were outside and inside the yard and we explained to them that we are here to search for our father whom we heard that
he is in Umtata. Well we went back to Umtata, we really identified him at Gweliza's place.

MS MAYA: What condition was your dad in?
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MR NDZUMO: Well his face was swollen, it looked as if he had been beaten.

MS MAYA: Do you remember what happened to the hands?

MR NDZUMO: The arms were raised up as if he has been handcuffed. When burying him we had to press the hands to
their position. We couldn't manage to take them to its position we were forced to bend them.

We organised a doctor to conduct a post mortem. We found a doctor in Gauteng and the doctor was together with a
lawyer. On their arrival they went to Maandjies Place, they said can you please first start at the Prime Minister's place.
The Prime Minister didn't allow the doctor to do anything in his vicinity. Now the advocate who was with the doctor
said I am Mr so and so, I am from Gauteng, we are here to conduct a post mortem on the body of Saul, do you allow us
or not? One of them said can I call my people in? He made a telephone call, after a few minutes a guard of honour was
done. The Prime Minister invited the doctor first for dinner, the doctor said yes I can go to the dinner but at 2 p.m. I
want to conduct a post mortem. Well they went off to dinner. After that we went back to Belisa.

At 2.p.m. the doctor started with his post mortem. He said the blood that was stopped at the head really caused his death.
He had a brain haemorrhage which really caused his death.

MS MAYA: According to the knowledge you have was there any inquest conducted?

MR NDZUMO: No not at all.

MS MAYA: Everything ended just that way?

MR NDZUMO: Yes. We tried to organise an advocate Mr Skewiya at Durban. He arrived here and was detained for
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three days. After three days he was deported and the case was just wiped off.

MS MAYA: Can you remind us of the day of the funeral?

MR NDZUMO: It was difficult on the day of the funeral because some people were not allowed to attend the funeral at
all. The so-called journalists were turned back, they were not allowed to come very close to the funeral at all. Luckily
they arrived, I don't know how, just before the funeral could start. Well the journalists took photos, it was very lucky



that a film was produced, a Cry Freedom, and it appeared there. While people were busy with their speeches they would
be disturbed by the police, they would be interrupted by the police, be removed. The children were not allowed to speak,
to sing or to say anything at all. Even the flags belonging to the Austrian people were not allowed to be flown.

MS MAYA: Do you really know exactly what the cause of your father's death was?

MR NDZUMO: No we don't because he died, you know, just two days after he was released from work. He was
detained and thereafter dead. Nobody knew exactly what was happening.

MS MAYA: Do you think there is anything that you have forgotten that would be very important?

MR NDZUMO: Yes I went to Advice Centre to seek for advice and I met a Mr Mangutchwana who really advised me.
He said I should summarise my whole story and after that he typed me a letter and he referred me to the attorneys
Majeke. I went to see them, we talked to them and then I had to confirm. Well the next morning I came back. They said
they have never discussed these details but they have decided that an attorney from the Supreme Court will still have to
write a
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letter. They said to me this has to take enough time, we don't have to hurry up into things that we cannot stand. That
letter also didn't help us at all. You will never be surprised according to the Act and you will never claim anything, there
was an Act that really prohibited those things. Well from that time I didn't do anything.

MS MAYA: Why did you appear before the Commission today?

MR NDZUMO: I want the Commission to carry on with the investigations.

MS MAYA: Do you have any wish, any request maybe?

MR NDZUMO: It's now difficult to actually indicate this I am asking this I am asking, but I have problems, I have
children that are at school. I cannot really pay the instalment of the house. My father left me with a site that he bought
for me. Sometimes I have to see to it that the children go to school, I have to stop paying the rent. You know it's very
important that the children should go to school and it's also important on the other side to have a house, a shelter. I am
asking the Commission to decide on its own which side will they help.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Ndzumo.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much Tiny. Who was the Minister of Police during the time of your dad's arrest?

MR NDZUMO: No audible reply.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Ndzumo the question I am going to ask you now is just a question to find out about I will
tell now. You said your father was a member of the African National Congress?

MR NDZUMO: Yes it is so.

MEMBER OF PANEL: At the same time he was one of the ministers in the government of the Transkei?
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MR NDZUMO: Yes it is so. I was still at school at the time.



MEMBER OF PANEL: Is there no conflict between the two? What I am thinking of is that the ANC was not in favour
of the Homelands.

MR NDZUMO: Yes I am aware, they were no in favour of the Homelands, but they were doing this underground. And
even if he had some books which were belonging to the ANC organisation he would hide these.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So was he a member of the ANC who was working underground?

MR NDZUMO: Yes it is so.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Alright. Thank you very much.

DR RAMASHALA: Were you the only child of your father?

MR NDZUMO: No there are two of us. The other one is 25 years, the other one is 24 years old.

DR RAMASHALA: You are still in school?

MR NDZUMO: No I am not attending school anymore. I am working.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much Mr Ndzumo, and we promise that we will do everything to the best of our
ability to look into your request so that we can fulfil your request. Thank you.

--------------------



1 M RWEQANA 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 17.04.96 NAME: MXOLISI RWEQANA

CASE: EC0050/96 - EAST LONDON

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

DR BORAINE: The hour is quite late, we've had a very exhausting day, but we want to take one final witness who will
be supported by an eye witness, so I call to the witness stand Mxolisi Rweqana and Mzwoxolo Matoto Nano.

You are Mr Rweqana? Welcome. Thank you very much for coming and for waiting so long. We are glad that we can
see you today rather than tomorrow, because otherwise you have to wait yet another anxious night. Will you please
stand?

MXOLISI RWEQANA: (sworn states)

MZWOXOLO MATOTONANO: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: The stories that you are going to tell in many ways are very discouraging because there are so many
stories like this and yet every story is so so important, and we want you to know that you are important whether you
start in the early morning or whether you are the final witness in the day. You count and we would like you to take your
time and relax, and you will be led in the evidence by Mr Sandi and I hope you will feel ready now to tell your story.
Thank you.

MR SANDI: I'll start with you Mr Rweqana. I understand that you have lodged a complaint on behalf of your brother
Andile Rweqana.

MR RWEQANA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us what happened about him?
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MR RWEQANA: Andile Rweqana was my younger brother. When I came here at Pagamisa, I went to see them. I
received a message through my sister saying, Andile went away a day before because he was called by Madodana and
then he went to his house. Again she said Andile didn't come back but there was also a message which was
unconfirmed. It was said he people who were also there in the house of Madodana were arrested and some of them have
been shot dead. This continued and the information was still unconfirmed until Tuesday. The police came in on this
Tuesday and they came to say that we must go and identify the body.

After the family members went there, they confirmed that it was indeed Andile who had died. We tried to make
preparations for the funeral. A few days before it I was sent to Zwelitscha, one of the townships where I met Pumele



Lori. When I asked Pumele what happened and I wanted him to confirm and state what had happened, because he was a
policeman. He said he was on leave but when he came back he learned about what had happened.

MR SANDI: Who is Pumele Lebani?

MR RWEQANA: It is Pumele Lelori. After a few days before the funeral, there were people who came from the
security forces. This person identified himself as Zishruba, he was amongst the people who visited us. He said he was
sent by the police and the office to give orders about the way in which the funeral arrangements should be carried out. I
was staying with Sisnama Tamsanga at the time. We asked Mr Zishruba who sent them and then asked whose funeral
they were giving orders for. They said it is Andile's funeral and then we asked who it was that killed Andile? They were
shocked also and said, haven't we learned from the police or EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the office that this child was dead and when we said no, they apologised, because they didn't know that we were not
aware of what had happened to Andile.

We were making preparations until the day of the funeral. In the morning of one of those days there was a messenger
who came to say the school children and the people who were coming to the funeral had been turned away by the police.
These people were ordered not to attend the funeral. The few people who were able to attend the funeral were the people
who arrived the day before. Even the day of the funeral there were a lot of police.

After the funeral, there was a continuous visit. There were always motorcars opposite our neighbours and in front of the
family house, we didn't know what they were looking for. What happened is that we were told that we were wanted at
the offices and it was said that one of the lawyers want us, and we were told that there are other people who are handling
our case. We didn't know where to go, we didn't even know who the lawyer was and we never lodged any complaint.
We spent a short period and after that when we didn't respond we were called again, and then we went to this lawyer.
We asked him who gave him permission to continue with the case because we didn't lodge any complaint. We requested
that if there is a file there, we wanted it to be submitted to us and then we said we'll take it to our own lawyer.

There was no progress in the case and we were able to write to the Attorney General. At the time it was the Ciskeian
Homeland. Jurgens said there is nobody that he can prosecute about this happening.

MR SANDI: Without disturbing you, what was your brother
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doing, was he a teacher?

MR RWEQANA: Yes he was a teacher. He was a teacher at Ngqzulu.

MR SANDI: Is it his friend who is next to you on your right?

MR RWEQANA: I cannot say he is his friend.

MR SANDI: Are there any indications of what happened before you r brother was shot?

MR RWEQANA: Yes there things that happened. On the 15th of June they were arrested, it was Andile and Mr Nano
and a few others. It was alleged that they were distributing pamphlets for June 15th/16th. All those people were arrested,
they never appeared in court, they were released on the day of the 11th July and he died on the 17th, the same month.



MR SANDI: What did he say took place when he was arrested?

MR RWEQANA: We didn't have a lot of time to talk about what happened...(end of tape 15)

(incomplete -------- next tape missing)
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DR BORAINE: We invite Patience Nobesuthu Sabatana, to the stand please. Good morning Mrs Sabatana. Will you
please stand for the oath?

PATIENCE NOBSUTHU SABATANA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mrs Sabatana as I understand it, you want to tell us a story about your brother who at a very young age
left South Africa for Tanzania. Is that right? It's a very painful thing to have to do and it goes back a very long way but
it's still very real for you and we feel deeply for you and in trying to assist you in helping you to try and tell that story
about your brother, Mr Ntsiki Sandi will ask you some questions. Is that alright?

MR SANDI: Mrs Sabatana, I realise that you have brought your statement in a written form and you have also typed it,
is that so?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you take it to the office of the Commissioner?

MRS SABATANA: Yes I did.

MR SANDI: Is that your statement? And is it also the statement of Shakespeare Antoni, your brother?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is he in the Transkei?
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MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is he the one who is next to you now?

MRS SABATANA: Yes he's the one.

MR SANDI: Briefly, if I can summarise your story, you will be able then to give a full account. You state that your



brother left the country in 1975. Is that so?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you explain why he left?

MRS SABATANA: Yes I can. Mncedisi went away in 1975 between August and September. He left the place whilst
attending school at Zweletemba in Kingwilliamstown. During that period Charles Sebe came with a list of the lists of
children. They were 15 in number and he said they went to Tanzania. They went to establish homes there. Two weeks
after he came, security forces came from Cambridge and visited my mother whom they asked the whereabouts of her
son. My mother said that he was at school, she didn't give the information that Charles was here to the security officers.
The people came here and asked frequently, and my mother insisted that the child was at school. This continued for
several years, and we didn't hear anything about what happened, but the security forces kept on visiting us.

I think it was in 1980, the security officers composed of black people came here. Then when they saw that my mother
was afraid, they said she must not fear, they are doing their job there. At some stage my mother began to feel very ill.
She was an invalid because she was disturbed by this. She suffered a stroke in 1987 and her face was disfigured until
1990 when she died in February.

I was the survivor and then there was a person who came EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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from my place who told me that Mncedisi is still alive. He said he saw him in 1978. He said there was a meeting in
Tanzania and he saw the child. I was happy to learn that he was still alive because we were afraid that there were people
coming. Although he was not coming back, some of the that were in exile were aware that he was still alive. I was
always hoping that any day he may come in and return from exile. In 1994 I received card which I'm showing to you. It
says they were at a meeting in Tanzania.

As I last saw him a very long time ago I doubted his face. They showed me that he was in the first row and is the one
with the cap on. Why he used a hat was because he was burned while still very young.

MR SANDI: Please Mrs Sabatana, can I just ask who is the person who said he saw your brother? Is he still around?

MRS SABATANA: Yes but I cannot say where exactly he is.

MR SANDI: When was it when he saw your brother in 1978?

MRS SABATANA: I can say it's after my mother had already died.

MR SANDI: Is it when the people in exile were coming back?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: In other words, this photograph that you show us, was it the photograph taken during the meeting in
Tanzania?

MRS SABATANA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: Before this photo came, can you mark who he is, because I understand that there are so many people in
that hut, have you made a mark on the photograph to identify him?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.



MR SANDI: Is that your brother?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.
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MR SANDI: What did your elder brother do when he saw this photograph?

MRS SABATANA: When I received this photo I went to the Transkei to show my other brother this photograph and
showed him that Mncedisi was on this photograph.

MR SANDI: Continue, we are listening.

MRS SABATANA: My brother made a photostat of this and he brought the card back.

MR SANDI: In other words ever since Welcome Mncedisi Sabatana left, that is the person that we are talking about?

MRS SABATANA: Yes it is.

MR SANDI: Did he ever write?

MRS SABATANA: No he didn't write, he didn't phone.

MR SANDI: Did you hear for the first time from this person that you said informed you that he is alive?

MRS SABATANA: Yes, after my mother died I learned about the fact that my brother is still alive. It was the first time.

MR SANDI: Did you make any enquiries or investigations about this, because I realise that your brother was a member
of the Pan Africanist Congress, you said so?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you make enquiries about what happened from this organisation?

MRS SABATANA: Yes my brother did that.

MR SANDI: How did they make investigations?

MRS SABATANA: My brother went to the lawyer, and this was a Pan African Congress member, to put the case
forward. That lawyer was Zuma.

MR SANDI: Did he go to the lawyer named Mr Zuma?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.
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MR SANDI: Zuma is in an office, he is not a lawyer.

MRS SABATANA: I'm surprised because in this letter it is said he is in the offices which are in the Transkei.



MR SANDI: What did he say?

MRS SABATANA: He said there will be a meeting which will be in Ncobo. He said he will take this photo and show
them and he confirmed that when he showed the photo, the people who were amongst them, there was a boy who knew
about my brother. He could identify him on the photograph.

MR SANDI: I just want to make sure that I'm following what you are saying very well. Did Mr Zuma take this photo
and show it to somebody who was able to identify Mncedisi?

MRS SABATANA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: Not that Mr Zuma took the photo and identified him?

MRS SABATANA: No he didn't know and he couldn't identify him?

MR SANDI: I'm still listening about the investigations that you did together with the members of the organisation. Did
you say that there was somebody who could identify him?

MRS SABATANA: Yes, that person could.

MR SANDI: Where did they say Mncedisi is?

MRS SABATANA: They didn't say anything, but this person just said to Mr Zuma, he knows this person, identifying
him on the photograph?

MR SANDI: When was it that they were communicating with Mr Zuma?

MRS SABATANA: It was March 1996.

MR SANDI: What were they last saying to Mr Zuma? What did Mr Zuma say is going to happen?
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MRS SABATANA: He said he'll go to his party which is the organisation.

MR SANDI: Are they would hold a meeting, is that what you mean?

MRS SABATANA: Yes he said they were going to make investigations about all these incidents which have taken
place.

MR SANDI: When did he say these will take place?

MRS SABATANA: He said at the end of March.

MR SANDI: When did you see him?

MRS SABATANA: We saw Mr Zuma.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember that date on which you visited Mr Zuma?



MRS SABATANA: I think the days are there in front of you in the letters.

MR SANDI: Is that in March?

MRS SABATANA: Yes, it was in March.

MR SANDI: Did Mr Zuma come back to you at the end of March, because we are now in April?

MRS SABATANA: No my brother has not yet visited him but Mr Zuma is still in the offices in Transkei.

MR SANDI: Are there any other people who were together with Mncedisi since there are people who are coming back
from exile? Were there any people who could say they know him?

MRS SABATANA: No nobody ever came from exile and informed us that they know about Mncedisi.

MR SANDI: Is the person who talked to Mr Zuma the only person who knows about him?

MRS SABATANA: There is another one, Shakespeare has seen him. The person who knows my brother is also said to
be in
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this photograph but I don't know. Mr Zuma says to us there is a person on this photograph who knows my brother.

MR SANDI: What is your request if I can ask you? Do request that the Commission should find out about your brother?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you want to say that you are mandating us that we should write or phone Mr Zuma and establish about
how far he has gone with his investigations?

MRS SABATANA: Yes I do.

MR SANDI: Is there anything that you'd like us to do in connection with this? Or perhaps can I say, would you add
something during this Commission presentation or would you like your brother to say something about this, or do you
think that you have said enough?

MRS SABATANA: What I can add is, on the 8th of April, I received a telephone call there at home, which was asking
if there was anybody who came to our place. They said there was somebody who came from Johannesburg who tried to
find out about our family and our surname, but they discovered that nobody knows about this surname. The person who
phoned said she knew about this surname and then she said she's going to phone at Zone 2 to find out of Mbongani
knows me. When she phoned at Zone 2, she didn't find anybody and then she looked up in the directory and got the
family reflected in there. She phoned the number and then she could communicate with me.

She explained that she doesn't know me, and then she said she is Veli Tswaclina and said there was a young man who
was looking for me, during the Easter weekend. But there was nobody who knew this surname. So I explained that I
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will try and establish if I can get information about this surname so that I can give her the information that she needed.

This person gave me the telephone number where I should phone, I tried to phone this number, I was informed that this
person who said that I must phone had left for Johannesburg. I gave the information that I am Nobesuthu because this
person said he was asking after us. The reply that I got is that this person had left and then when he phones they will tell
him about what has happened and give him the information that I have just given her.

On the 10th, when we came back from King Williamstown I received a telephone call, it was from Unit 13, this person
said to me I should please phone Monde at 9 o'clock, and he said I must not miss that time. I did as instructed and it was
nine in the evening. I phoned at 9 o'clock as instructed. I found this person at 9 o'clock and I gave him my particulars.
At the same time he answered and said he is the person who was looking for us. I informed him that I was responding to
the message that he was looking for us.

He asked me what I last heard about my brother. I told him that we didn't hear anything about him. He told us that he
died.

MR SANDI: Did this happen when you went to the office of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission?

MRS SABATANA: Yes. When he said so I said I'm shocked because I don't know what to do. Again I informed him
that I've taken the information and presented it to the Truth Commission and then he said, okay that does not matter.

MR SANDI: Does he say he died.

MRS SABATANA: Yes.
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MR SANDI: Did he explain how he died and why?

MRS SABATANA: He said to me he died. He asked if there were any people who came and informed me about this
and I said no. He said he was going to send people so that they can give me full information. There was no further
information about that.

MR SANDI: Was there anything further after this telephonic communication, is there any information further than that
which told under what circumstances he died?

MRS SABATANA: No, nobody came again. The other thing is that this person was always referring to Vedge and I
asked., who is this Vedge. He said no Vedge is another name which I know Mncedisi as.

MR SANDI: Do you know this Vedge that he was always mistaking for your brother?

MRS SABATANA: No I don't. At this stage I would like he Commission to listen to this and also that you should tell us
what to do? We would like the Commission to establish how our brother died and where he was buried.

MR SANDI: I'm certain that you will realise that the Commission will have to make an investigation ...(end of tape
18).......Is there anything you would like to say before we can carry forward?

MRS SABATANA: I would like any type of assistance that we can get because I would like just to make sure that he
really died.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Are there any other questions?

DR BORAINE: Mrs Sabatana I have two questions. Your brother had a code name, what was that code name?

MRS SABATANA: His name was Big Boss.
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DR BORAINE: So he was known in the camp as Big Boss?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Okay, now somebody gave you information that there was a rumour that there was a fight in the camp
and that he was killed in that fight. Is that so? Can you remember who told you that?

MRS SABATANA: Yes I can. The person who came to us and gave the information and told us that there was a big
fight in the camp, although he was not present during the fight. This information was being kept as a secret because I
was not supposed to know about this. This person says he was also looking for Mncedisi because he knew his family he
felt that he should make enquiries. When he asked what had happened about him because he had disappeared, he was
informed that there was a big fight and Mncedisi was killed during this, and this person is now in Western Germany,
and he was here in February. So I asked this person, because he said, when he was last here when I asked him what
happened he said he didn't want me to know about this. They talked secretly about it, but I gave myself a chance to go
and visit this person in February. I called him and said, "Luvuyo, can you really tell me what happened to Mncedisi?",
and he said, "Aunt Mncedisi died but I learned this I should not give this information to you", but what I know is that he
is in Western Germany. But this was known before that he is in Western Germany, that is why I have come here to the
Truth Commission because I am not certain of what happened.

DR BORAINE: Just the last question. When we asked you what we could do for you, you mentioned that you really
want to know how he died, in what circumstances, and where he is buried. That's right?
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MRS SABATANA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: But you also have a special reason for wanting a death certificate, because you have no death
certificate?

MRS SABATANA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: Is that because of the house? Okay, thank you that's very helpful, thank you.

MRS SABATANA: I was requesting that we should be shown the photograph.

MR SANDI: Was this photo taken in Tanzania?

MRS SABATANA: Yes it was taken in Tanzania.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, and you brother. We really think your presence here was valuable, we will try



and help you, thank you very much.

-------------------------
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ARCHBISHOP TUTU: (Opening prayer)

I have made a mistake, I was supposed to have presented the names of those who have passed away so that we can
remember them. Let us stand again please.

Mathew Goniwe, Bully Aliston Kohl, Sithembile Zokwe, Gcinisizwe Kondile, Lungile Tabalaza. We pray for these, we
present their souls in Your hands. We request Your reassurance and also that their friends should be comforted.

Amen.

MR BONGANI FINCA: I'm going to report on those who have made application to appear before the Commission
today and would like to testify on the violation of their human rights. I read them in the order in which they will appear,
which is slightly from the order in which they are written down in the order of proceedings for today.

Mrs Beth Savage who appears as number 5 in our list will come up as number 1 because of work commitment, she
appears on a matter relating to herself and the nature of violation is serious bodily injuries.

Mrs Nyameka Goniwe on a matter relating to her husband, Mathew Goniwe and the nature of violation is disappearance
and murder.

Mr Robert and Mrs Cecelia Kohl appear on the matter relating to their son, Bully Aliston Kohl, the nature of the EAST
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violation is killing by police.

Nonceba Zokwe appears on the matter of Sithembele Zokwe and the nature of violation is killing by Transkeian police.

Billy Shiyani appears on a matter relating to himself, attempted ambush.

Charity Kondile appears on a matter relating to Gcinisizwe Kondile and the matter of violation is abduction and murder,
and the last person is,

Priscilla Tabalaza who appears on a matter relating to Longile Tabalaza, and the violation is death in police detention.

Chairperson I gave notice that if we finish those items listed on our proceedings for today, before 6 o'clock, we will
submit a supplementary list to you at the appropriate moment.



ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Thank you very much, I want again on behalf of the Commission and in a way on behalf of the
Nation, to express our appreciation to all of those who have so courageously and generously agreed to appear before the
Commission. It is not an easy thing to, as it were, open your heart and your soul to all of these people and to the world.
And we thank you for your courage and for your generosity, and we do believe that you are assisting this Nation in the
process of its healing. Thank you.

DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Beth Savage to the stand please. Mrs Savage, welcome, were very glad to see you here
today, would you please stand.

BETH SAVAGE: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: In welcoming you to this third day of the historic sitting of the Commission, we appreciate that you
must be nervous, somewhat anxious, we hope you'll feel very

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

3 BETH SAVAGE

relaxed. We know that you have a terrible story to tell which affected you personally and many people around you. We
know that you were very seriously injured, and we want you to take your time and just tell the story, and to assist you,
Mrs June Crichton, will start the questions, thank you.

MRS CHRICHTON: Good morning Beth, if I may call you Beth, and I would like to welcome as well, your son
Donovan with you and Mr Bob Stanford, a friend. Beth it was a life-changing experience for you, on that day, the 28th
of November 1992, and before we start it would be helpful to us, I think, to get to know you a little bit better, would you
tell us a little bit about yourself before the event, where you were born, brought up and went to school, just a little bit
about yourself so that we can get to know you a bit better.

MRS SAVAGE: I was born in Nigel in the Transvaal. My dad was the city treasurer there and my mum was a teacher.
When I was 10 years old we moved to Grahamstown where my dad took up the post of assistant registrar at Rhodes
university, so obviously I did all my schooling at Grahamstown and University education in Grahamstown as well.
Rhodes being the usual marriage bureau, I met up with my husband there, married there, worked there on and off and
two of my children were born in Grahamstown.

I qualified as a librarian and the last eight years have been employed in Kingwilliamstown a the Kingwilliamstown
Public Library, I'm the senior librarian there, I have quite a large staff and I find it a very happy, stimulating job. I enjoy
the environment and the stimulation that comes from it.

MRS CHRICHTON: Thank you Beth. As you begin to relate
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your story, I might need to interrupt you, just to ask a question to elaborate on some particular area. Is that alright?

MRS SAVAGE: No, that's fine.

MRS CHRICHTON: Right well would you like to just start by relating what happened on that night?

MRS SAVAGE: Okay, June I think I'm going to need my statement. I'll just basically go from here. On the 28th of



November 1992, I attended our annual Christmas Party, it was our wine tasting club. Just to give you a bit of
background, it was a very intimate club. We were like one big happy family, it wasn't a sort of a public get together. I
was accompanied by my friend Bob Stanford and there were about eighty people present. Jill and David Davis, the club
leaders made a wonderful job of the golf club hall, in fact it was the first time I had been to the golf club, I'm not a great
pub fly or anything like that, and you know, it was actually absolutely magnificent.

We were seated at one long table, as I'm sitting here, I had Bob on this side, and then next Bob were the Macdonalds.
David did his usual thing by coming around and greeting us all and he was squatting, chatting to Bob and I when I
suddenly became aware of something that sounded like fire crackers. I saw Rhoda Macdonald throw back her arms and
die and Ian did exactly the same thing. I swung around to look at the door to see what was happening and I saw a man
there with a balaclava on his head but not over his head, with an A K 47 and my immediate reaction was, "Oh my
goodness, this is a terrorist attack!" After that I blacked out and I don't remember anything else until I was on the
helicopter being flown to Bloemfontein, when I was aware of
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somebody telling me, You've been in a terrorist attack and we are taking you to ICU.

MRS CHRICHTON: May I interrupt here at this point? Just so that we keep the scene set at the actual dinner that you
were at. When you were seated at that table, you said it was a happy event, were you seated with place cards?

MRS SAVAGE: No, as we each met up at the door we decided where we were going to go, so it was random seating.
There was no organisation so we just sort of sat who we fancied sitting with.

MRS CHRICHTON: And as the attack happened and you swung around and saw where it was coming from, was the
person already in the room, had they stepped in the room, were they aiming at a specific area, do you think?

MRS SAVAGE: No I don't think they were aiming at anyone in particular, you know the gentleman was just in the
room and it was I should imagine, completely random, I don't think anyone particular was targeted.

MRS CHRICHTON: Alright and so you were in a helicopter on your way and they had told you that you'd been in a
terrorist attack. Continue from there please Beth.

MRS SAVAGE: The next moment I became conscious was actually in ICU, I was aware of my family and friends
around me, and the most terrific experience to me in the intensive unit, was the fact that every evening as dusk fell, this
man would appear at the window. I initially thought it was a security guard and I couldn't communicate with my family,
except through writing because obviously I had tubes everywhere, and I just used to write to them to please tell them to
take the man away from the window.

Eventually my eldest daughter was very clever and about EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

6 BETH SAVAGE

two weeks.. (end of side A of tape)

(side B) ....this face at the window, and this was the gentleman at the door with the AK 47, so that actually was a
tremendous healing thing for me, because suddenly I'd found him and I knew who that hallucination was at ICU.

I spent a month in ICU, it was quite traumatic, I had to learn to walk again, I came home, my children were
unbelievable, they used to fight over who is to bath me, who was to dress me, who was to feed me. I don't know whether



I could ever have made it without them.

MRS CHRICHTON: Beth could you tell us a little bit about the injury that you sustained in this attack.

MRS SAVAGE: Yes, had open heart surgery, I had a hole in the aorta and I actually stopped breathing, but through the
work of Dr John Pennel, they managed to get me to live. And I also had half my large intestine removed. I've got really
very ugly scarring up the middle and I have a damaged thumb from the shrapnel. I've still got shrapnel in my body, but
all that means is that all the bells ring when I go through the airport, that makes life exciting. And I have an injury on the
knee, but all in all, what I must say, is through the trauma of it all, I honestly feel richer. I think it's been a really
enriching experience for me and a growing curve, and I think it's given me the ability to relate to other people who may
be go through trauma.

MRS CHRICHTON: Can I interrupt you there beth and just take you back to the hospital situation? You must have been
visited by police at that time, and perhaps other organisations. Could you tell us a little bit about who came to see you
and what statements were taken?

MRS SAVAGE: Well nobody could really take a statement from EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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me because, you know, I wasn't capable, but while I was in hospital I was really quite touched that members of the ANC
did come to visit me, just popped in to see how I was doing. I thought that was very touching, and of course,
Bloemfontein and really the whole world, sent out messages and in fact, I was quite spoiled.

MRS CHRICHTON: When you spoke about these hallucinations that you were having, and I think that would be the
term that we would use about the man you saw in the window, is that right.

MRS SAVAGE: Yes.

MRS CHRICHTON: You say that it's taken nearly 3 years for that face to come into focus.

MRS SAVAGE: Yes.

MRS SAVAGE: Is it correct that you went to Cape Town for an identity parade.

MRS SAVAGE: Yes, I did go to Cape Town, I was flown up to Cape Town over a weekend, to an identity parade
together with other victims from the St James Church massacre, and I really in the line-up wasn't able to identify
anybody.

MRS CHRICHTON: And so, when you saw the photograph in the paper you were saying that enabled you to finally put
a face to the person who was throwing the grenade.

MRS SAVAGE: Yes.

MRS CHRICHTON: How many people died in this incident, Beth?

MRS SAVAGE: Four, Rhoda and Ian Macdonald, and Gillian and David Davis.

MRS CHRICHTON: Beth what are you actually feeling towards the perpetrators at this time?

MRS SAVAGE: It's a difficult question but I honestly feel
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that, there, but for the grace of God, go I. I really don't know how I would have reacted if I had been in their situation. I
know, that's about all I can say.

MRS CHRICHTON: And if they were to seek amnesty, because I believe there are those who are allegedly now in
custody, because of this particular act, if they were to apply for amnesty, how would you feel about that?

MRS SAVAGE: Well whatever must be must be. It really wouldn't worry me one way or the other.

MRS CHRICHTON: It wouldn't worry you?

MRS SAVAGE: No.

MRS CHRICHTON: Is there, and this is my last question to you, is there anything that you were hoping the
Commission will do for you?

MRS SAVAGE: Really there's nothing in particular that I would like the Commission to do for me, I think it's fantastic
that we're having the Commission, I think the idea of that speaking out causes healing, I think that really a wonderful
idea. The only major problem that I've actually had with my injuries is that I'm just unable to take out any insurance, it's
less premiums that four times anybody else's. You know that's the only hassle I've had, so then really, but I think it's
been a wonderful idea and I really hope that healing comes to everybody. You know there are people here who have had
far worse problems that I could ever have.

MRS CHRICHTON: Beth thank you very much.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Thank you, are there any questions?

PANEL MEMBER: Do you believe that that attack that happened that night was politically motivated?

MRS SAVAGE: Yes I do.
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PANEL MEMBER: Why do you say so?

MRS SAVAGE: Just by virtue of the fact that at that time there was so much bad feeling between black and white
people. You know, what other reason could there ever have been for it?

PANEL MEMBER: Is it important for you to have the identity, if the Commission can assist you to do so, to find out, is
it important for you to have the identity of the people who are responsible?

MRS SAVAGE: It's not important to me, but, and I've said this to many people, what I would really, really like is, I
would like to meet that man that threw that grenade in a attitude of forgiveness and hope that he could forgive me too
for whatever reason. But I would very much like to meet them.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.

DR BORAINE: Beth you've mentioned something about your life before, and your life after, and they're very different,
but the spirit seems to be the same. Just tell us a little bit more about your immediate family, I mean what's your



daughter doing, your son is with you now. And also the impact on your own life in terms of your father, who seems to
have influenced you enormously.

MRS SAVAGE: Look I suppose that is something that I did omit. The bomb blast took its toll on my family. I believe
I'm a very strong person, I did have a complete breakdown after six months. My daughter also had a breakdown, she
was, well all the children tried to be mother, father, sister, brother, husband, everything to me, they really carried me,
they picked me up and carried me.

My son has had his problems as well, I think
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psychologically, it affected my family in terms of them just being able to believe that it could actually happen to me. My
father was a great, I grew up initially, when I was a little girl, we used to spend a lot of time in Zululand and I actually
grew up in the kraals. I had really a wonderful childhood, and my parents actually put a lot of young African people that
worked for them, four that I can remember that they actually educated, and my father was a person that was really ante-
apartheid. I think of all the people affected by the bomb blast, it affected my dad the worst. He just went into a very
deep depression and he died about six months ago. When I was ill he just used to sit next my bed and cry and say, "You
know, I can't believe this".

I feel bad because you know I'm not the only victim, but that is how it affected us, and then my mum, she couldn't carry
on without him and she died two months later. Basically it just broke his heart.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much, you are not the only one but you are certainly one, thank you.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Thank you, I just want to say, we are, I think a fantastic country. We have some quite
extraordinary people, yesterday, I had spoken about how proud I was to be black in seeing the kind of spirit that people
showed in adversity, and now we're seeing another example, and I think it just augers so wonderfully well for our
country. We thank you for the

spirit that you are showing and pray that those who hear you, who see you will say, "Hey, we do have an incredible
country with quite extraordinary people of all races". And it is important for us to know that in the struggle, awful
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things happened on both sides, and that we in this Commission should seek to be revealing all the truth about our
country. Thank you very much.

MRS SAVAGE: Thank you.

 

------------------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We call the stand Mr Billy Shiyani.

You are Mr Billy.......(end of tape 13)

(presumably oath taken inbetween changing tapes)

BILLY SHIYANI:

DR BORAINE: Mr Shiyani, you have come to tell the story of what happened to you. Obviously there were other
people involved, and other people who were not here to tell their story because they were killed. So you will be
speaking in one way for them as well. It's not an easy story to tell, it's not pleasant, it's not funny, it's very tragic. So I
want you to feel that you are amongst friends and that we want to hear you and in order to try and help you through the
story, Mr Tsiki Sandi will lead the evidence.

MR SANDI: Afternoon Mr Shiyani. The story that you're going to give an account of is that on the 25th of December
1988, you were with your friends and you were enjoying yourself. At the time you were assaulted, there were bullets
over and rifles all over. Let's start from the beginning, and try to talk about yourself. You as a victim would like to know
who is here, who is Mr Billy Shiyani. Probably if you can start there, we'll be able to have an estimate and imagine what
caused this assault. Thank you please give a brief outline.
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MR SHIYANI: The Vice Chair and all who are here for the Truth Commission, I'd like to greet you. My name is Billy
Shiyani and my second name is Vuyisela. I was born in East London in the location which is called Tsolo. The place
was also called Duncan. When we moved from Duncan to go to Ezpumzni Location, which was a Duncan extension. I
attend school at St Phillips, that was my primary education, I went on to attend school at Duncan Village Higher, like
any child there in East London I went to Welsh. My mother died when I was in standard 3, and my father died when I
was in standard 7 at Welsh High School. My parents were poor. When I finished studying at Welsh, I went to Pedi.

I came back to East London again, as the bread winner. Both for my family and also my nieces and nephews. We were a
very religious family and in 1970 I went with my aunt Mrs Sinjlani to stay at Mtansani. I was exchanging these families,
my paternal aunt which was Mrs Ncumbuti. There was a mayor at the time at Mtansani location, he was Mr Gordon
Nqumsa, he's dead now. There are many units there at Mtansani, Unit 1 and 2 were macadamised and the other roads
were untarred in the other units. The people started complaining about this, especially those who were in new units,
from Unit 3 upwards. There was a meeting and Mr Nqumsa was taking the problems and complaints from the people. I



was one of the people who went there together with my friends and we attended this meeting. We requested Mr Nqumsa
and mandated him to come here in East London to the municipality to come and present our case.

When he came back he gave us a report back and he said the white man is adamant, they feel that they will never
macadamise those roads. He said he will go for the last
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time, but if they refuse to do it, he will resign. This

meeting was in another area in an open space called Highway. When his efforts failed he resigned as mayor because, at
the time, the white person didn't want to do anything to lift the standard of the blacks.

In 1973, there was a bus boycott, and this was called because of the problem of the increase in the bus fares. I was with
my colleagues while travelling back to my place, we boarded a taxi, and when we were there, there was a child who was
being chased. We couldn't board the taxi as we felt that we must protect this person, it may happen that she might be one
of our relatives and we resolved to make an effort to assist the child. This girl ran and we followed her, but we realised
that she was being chased by the vigilantes and the councillors of that time.

When we went back to our cars, we were surrounded by some men. If you cab remember well, the homeland was very
suppressive and oppressive. What used to happen, they would enlist the help of the businessmen and the people who
were from the rural areas, and they would have...(indistinct) and then would assault everybody who refused to board the
busses. We decided that we wont run away from this and decided to walk peacefully. They started to ask us where we
were going to. Without responding to them, we were assaulted, but I stood my ground and decided that I wont run and
was severely beaten. I realised among the people who were assaulting us was Mr Nan. My front teeth were broken
during that day.

I went to a garage next door and vowed that I would not let these men get away with what they'd done, I'd lodge a
complaint against them. I went to do so and there
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fortunately were policemen whom I knew at the police station. They were Ndusquabawe and Mulandeliwe, and they
promised to make an arrest. True to their words they arrested Mr Nan and there was a court case. There were many
people who also went to report these assaults done by the business people and the vigilantes. I remember one lady who
was highly expectant, and she was assaulted terribly by the vigilantes. The person who was handling the case ...
(intervention)

MR SANDI: Who were they accountable to?

MR SHIYANI: These people were the people who were the henchmen for Mr Zibo. The case went on, Mr Masisa was
my lawyer, the prosecutor was Mr Popo. It was now clear that Mr Masisa would prosecute these people who had been
assaulting people. Then after some time we were told that he's been transferred to Nunjwa. Then we heard that Mr
Masisa will stop working for the government. He would not even be taking articles as an attorney. Now a white person
handled my case. You know what happened in this case, I was not even informed about the dates for the court cases.
Denthonga helped me a lot. He's an advocate today. Ben was doing articles at that time at Mr Makabi's and Mr Makabi
represented the vigilantes who assaulted the people.



The information which he would give me was very helpful, he would tell me, go to this place on this date, it's your case.
This went for some time and eventually I was...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Excuse us Mr Chairman, I understand that many things were happening during that time, I would like you
to, can we save time, let us concentrate on the incident of the 25th of December 1988. I'm not really saying the things
that EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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you are now talking about are not important, they are. I just want us to respect time. Let's go straight to December 1988,
according to your statement you said you were at home and Jeff Wabena arrived, he is the late Jeff Wabena. That was
the explanation you gave. He was together with others. Can you start from that point and proceed? Thank you.

MR SHIYANI: That was on the 24th of December 1988.

MR SANDI: Is it the 24th?

MR SHIYANI: Yes. I was at home on a Saturday. Jeff Wabena and Windsor Siwisha were heading for Transkei. Jeff
told me beforehand that they were going to Transkei. They were very active in politics. Jeff was the chairperson of
COSATU in East London. They came back. If I'm not mistaken, it was round about nine. While we were thinking that
they are now back, we thought of going to greet them. I said, well I'll go and see them after a while because I'm busy
selling at home.

MR SANDI: Did you know what they were referring to in your talks with them?

MR SHIYANI: Yes I knew exactly, but it was difficult during those times here in Transkei. We were using terms, we
were not even calling each other by name, we had terms, secret names so as to hide any trace.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us, is there anything that happened on that day before you met? Do you think that there was a
fight during the day on that day? A clash, maybe, between the people?

MR SHIYANI: Can you please repeat that?

MR SANDI: Do you think maybe one of you had a fight with someone, or maybe days before that?

MR SHIYANI: No not even one of us was involved in a fight. EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I don't know, maybe you'll allow me to give a brief background if I'm not going to waste your time?

MR SANDI: Yes you can give me that background, but I think it's a background that has to go along with this day that
we are referring to. Yes you can carry on if it is connected with this day.

MR SHIYANI: No it's not connected at all with this day but it's ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Well we can carry on with that.

MR SHIYANI: Well after leaving they came back. I said to them, well you can leave and come back because I am busy.
Well they went off, they came back. On their return they said to me they want to get a case of cool drinks because I was
selling cool drinks. Now Jeff went into the kitchen ...(intervention).



MR SANDI: I'm not disturbing you, I want us to understand exactly, it's Jeff Wabena and Joe Jongolo, are they the
people who arrived at your place. Were there people at home?

MR SHIYANI: Yes my sister, Nomahlubi, Novelile and my sister's son.

MR SANDI: Now this sister sitting next to you, what is she doing here?

MR SHIYANI: There was Nori as well, who was my girl friend.

MR SANDI: Were they not at home during that time? When these three people arrived, were they already at home?

MR SHIYANI: The three arrived first at about nine and I said, go and come back. Now they came back late, I think at
about eleven. I didn't realise who was in the car because there were only four people coming into the house. Well
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they went through the kitchen door which is opposite a room, my girlfriend Nori, wanted to go and went on to say that
she was also going because she understood very well that it was the 24th, Christmas Eve. So she thought we were really
going for entertainment, and my sister said, "No don't let her go", because I had told my sister that I was going
somewhere else. She actually doubted that such a place had nothing to do with entertainment.

Nori said, "I am going". Well I didn't have any problem because I knew that I can misbehave. Well all of us went out to
get into the car. I said to Joe Jongolo, "Can you please wait for us at Jeff's place?" Now he was already gone 30 minutes
before time to wait for us there together with Virginia. Just about 100 metres from Jeff's place, there's a shop and a
bottle store, which still operates today. The time was now 12 o'clock. Langamandhla asked, "Why is this bottle store
open at this time?" And I replied that being Christmas they may be still selling. There was a big light and you could
even see in the car. Jeff was called by people from the bottle store. He went out of the car to meet them.

We said, "Jeff, we'll proceed to your house, you'll find us there". Well Jeff went to those people and he came back while
we were still waiting in the car, myself, Hinsa, Simi and the late Nori. He showed us a Christmas present he received.
Now were going to put on the lights in his house because it was still in darkness. Because it was the 24th and children
are silly during that time, they were so used to burning houses, and we wanted also to get some material to use in this
mission. Hinza went out and I was about when I said, "Oh I am not getting our of this car because I am
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still talking to Nori, if there is anything please do call me." Well they went out of the car and stepped into their house.
The rain was falling, they lit up the house and came back.

MR SANDI: Where is this Jeff, is he here today?

MR SHIYANI: No he passed away.

MR SANDI: When did he pass away? When you were attacked or was it on a separate case?

MR SHIYANI: Well I think it was in 1982. He was shot at Section 8 at an ANC meeting.

MR SANDI: Is that the time when you were all attacked? Well carry on with the events of the day.



MR SHIYANI: Well, they came back, they opened the boot, and they put the materials into the boot. He and Jeff
climbed into the car. I remember Jeff had his hand outside, trying to close the door. Well we heard a shot. These shots
went on quite a long time, and I thought it was a machine gun. I thought, oh well, it was in the next street, I was
mistaken, it was directed to us.

While the second volley of shots went off, he left the door. He himself went under the car and said, "This is an
ambush!".

MR SANDI: Were you shot at with guns? Do you have an idea what sort of guns they were?

MR SHIYANI: The guns that were used to shoot us were AK 47's.

MR SANDI: Can I ask you how you know that it was an AK 47?

MR SHIYANI: Well while we were still in the hospital, we were told that the cartridges that were found indicated that
they were from an AK 47.

MR SANDI: Can we go back a little while? Jeff steps into
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the car, he tries to close the door, shots go off, now can you carry on?

MR SHIYANI: Well Jeff stepped into the car, while trying to close the door, shots went off. Well they went on and
stopped. A second volley of shots came and he just said, "This is an ambush!". You know, when it's an ambush, you all
die. Well when I looked thoroughly into the car the right hand side of Nori's head was badly shot up, I was hopeless. I
woke up, I tried to get out of the car, my leg was left behind in the car, it had been severed. I went to the opposite house
and knocked at the front door. It was difficult to open the door. People were really scared, I fell and that was the end.

I only woke up at the hospital. That was the following day on the 26th. I had come directly from the theatre. Opening
my eyes I realised Jeff was close to me, but the Ciskeian police were there waking us up. Among them, Bopundevu was
there. He explained that my case is now in the hands of the police.

MR SANDI: Where is this Kwanisalabela you referred to?

MR SHIYANI: I think he was arrested.

MR SANDI: Did people die in that attack?

MR SHIYANI: As I already mentioned, Nori who sat next me had her head blown off and she died and Virginia died
because a bullet hit her in the nose.

MR SANDI: Do the people that were involved know that you are if front of the Commission today giving evidence?

MR SHIYANI: They have knowledge because I told them that there's a Commission, and I would like to appear.

MR SANDI: Did you manage to tell some of the people that were really affected by this attack? Semi is here, she is
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next to me, she knows.

MR SANDI: Hinsa?

MR SHIYANI: I tried to trace him, I went to him to ask him whether there is any information which he can give with
regard to this, and he just said the information which he has is so little. I was thinking, because he's a lawyer, he didn't
want to expose information and he said, there is too little information available.

MR SANDI: Mr Shiyani, where did the investigation of this case at the police station end up?

MR SHIYANI: I don't know what happened to the case events of the police, because at the time while I was at the
hospital, the statement was taken. If Jeff was here today, he would give evidence that the statement was taken with
regard to this whole incident. Hinsa was not available, he was at Frere.

I tried to publish an article in connection with this in the Daily Dispatch last year, because there is nothing tangible that
is known about this. The spokesman of police, Mr Njoko, said to me, a commission of enquiry was held, but there was
no information about who shot at us. I was surprised about this information.

MR SANDI: Do you believe that you can maybe suspect somebody who might have done this?

MR SHIYANI: This question is very difficult for me to answer, because the only thing that I know at present is that in
the East London community, I don't have any enemy. The only thing that I can think of is that the people who used to
shoot us are those people who used to think that we were their enemies.

MR SANDI: When we sum up, would you like the Commission to EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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make investigations about this assault?

MR SHIYANI: Yes I would like this to be investigated. Because we are activists we know very well that we were in the
struggle. We didn't care about the shots that were directed at us, but I believe that I have a moral obligation, because of
the many children who died at the time and they were not involved in the political activities.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Shiyani.

DR BORAINE: Any questions?

DR ORR: Mr Shiyani, apart from investigating this case, is there anything you would like the Commission to do for
you?

(end of side A of tape 14)

MR SHIYANI: (start of side B).... but what happened to the investigations.

DR ORR: Thank you very much.

---------------------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Nokuzola Songelwa to the stand and I understand that you will be accompanied by two
fellow prisoners who were friends of your late husband. Please come forward, they're very welcome to join you on the
stand, but I gathered they will not be giving evidence.

Good morning Mrs Songelwa, Thank you very much for coming. Will you stand please?

MRS NOKOZOLA SONGELWA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mrs Songelwa, your husband died in very mysterious conditions. Like many others he was detained and
his death took place in detention,and you will be telling that story because it's an unfinished story, and we are very glad
that you have come to tell that story in the hope that some of these can begin to have an end. Ms Tiny Maya will lead
the evidence and I hope you will feel very relaxed and just take your time and answer the questions as you are able to.
Thank you very much.

MS MAYA: Mrs Songelwa, as it has already been said, you are to explain to us about the death of your husband. He
was Mbuyiselo Songelwa. Can you please tell us exactly who he was. You know we just want to know you within a few
minutes, thank you very much.

MRS SONGELWA: Mbuyiselo Songelwa was my husband.
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Mbuyiselo was born by very proud people, brilliant people. Those were people who belonged to a church. These were
the people who were involved in politics. I think this political thing was really inherited. He was working at SABC at
TV 2, he was a producer who started working there in 1981. In 1983 he came back. The report that I received on that
day was that he was involved in a fight with a white man with whom he was working. Well he came back home and we
were settled. It was a happy life that we were leading.

In 1983 we married. Before then we had a child, a son, Nomawande. In 1983, we got married while I was expectant of
another child, a daughter. As I have already mentioned that Mbuyiselo was of a family involved in politics, I realised
that he also was interested in politics. At Komani, Queenstown, he arrived from Gauteng, he was very active in
organisations. He was involved in the parents' committee in Queenstown. I remember one day I was crying because
Mbuyiselo was working at ABC, he was moving up and down all the schools mobilising all the children who were on



strike, and I asked him, "Mbuyiselo, when are you going to start working? People are working, I'm really carrying this
heavy load on my shoulders". I said, "Well seeing that I'm now married to the whole team", this was a UDF team, he
was a very active member of the UDF, Mbuyiselo was among the people who were arrested for parent support. There
was also a residents ad hoc, I realised that there was nothing that I could do anymore. I said, "Well you can leave me, go
to the funerals". Well at that time I was always warning him.

MS MAYA: As he died in the police cells, what was your feeling?

MRS SONGELWA: Well we were really preparing for a funeral, EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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because at my place my sister in law's son also passed away because he was shot. There was a mass funeral in
Queenstown, I can't remember whether there were 16 people being buried or not. Mbuyiselo was one of those people
who were making preparations for that funeral. Well after the funeral he said, "I am going to East London, we have to
give the report about this funeral". I agreed and he went off. The next day, I was now worried because he wasn't yet
back home. You know at times we would run away from the boers and would sleep at places unknown to us. Well I
didn't worry about that but the next morning, if he did not sleep at home he would be back home very early the next
morning. Well I was a bit worried. Somebody came and said, on their way, we were in a group together with these
gentlemen next to me, they were from East London, on their way they met the police. I think the police waited for them
there and they took them and detained them.

He was taken to Tilton Prison, we searched for him everywhere. They did not to tell us where he was. Well someone
told me he was at Tilton Prison and I tried to ask how he was. You know the cell in which he was was very dirty. There
was a bucket at the side and I was worried at how would cope there because he had asthma.

MS MAYA: How long did he stay at Tilton Prison?

MRS SONGELWA: I think he stayed there for three weeks. Well after three weeks he was taken to Queenstown. They
all met at Queenstown, we went to court every time on notice. We were only given a few seconds to speak. Well I
managed to speak to him. e was transferred to East London.

MS MAYA: When did you hear that he had disappeared? Was it when he was in the prison cell in East London?
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MRS SONGELWA: Well I had seen him the previous week while I was here in East London. He didn't tell me
anything. You know, something that made me worry was the fact that he suffered from asthma, and I knew that there
was a sea at East London.

MS MAYA: Now what was the condition there, was he not affected?

MRS SONGELWA: No they did not tell me anything. They kept everything secret. I didn't know when the asthma
attacked him, there were different times.

MS MAYA: What did you hear that really scared you?

MRS SONGELWA: On the 5th of October I was at home, it was on a Sunday and I was made to understand that
Mbuyiselo is not living any more. My sister brought this message. When I went to my place I was informed again that
two white policemen arrived and they told very young children, the older one was thirteen years old and the other on six



years old, and they told them that Mbuyiselo is dead, and they went off in their van.

MS MAYA: Which children were those?

MRS SONGELWA: One child was my sister in law's and the other one was mine.

MS MAYA: How old was your child?

MRS SONGELWA: Mine was six years old.

MS MAYA: Now how did the children take the message to the elderly people?

MRS SONGELWA: The children cried hearing this news. My mother in law arrived from church, the house was full of
people when she received the news. The children cried so loudly that the neighbours came. They told her that two white
men arrived and gave the news that Mbuyiselo is now
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dead. When they left we started flocking into the house to investigate this loud cry.

MS MAYA: Did you confirm that it was really true he was dead? How did you go about confirming this?

MRS SONGELWA: One brother, our neighbour phoned the police at Queenstown and he was told by the police that he
is indeed dead. A message had been received from East London that he passed away.

MS MAYA: There is a report that you received from these two gentlemen. What kind of report is that

MRS SONGELWA: The report that I received said it was on a Saturday, Mbuyiselo was attacked by asthma. Well he
received his treatment, the next morning, a Sunday morning, just after lunch, he was in a terrible condition. He tried to
shout, he wanted help from a policeman, but nobody turned up. Very late he was still in that condition. He did not go to
sleep. A white person came to them, which I think they will explain in their evidence. Now this white person came to
them having also seen the situation in which Mbuyiselo was in and he said, "Oh no do you think I can help a political
man?" He went back. The next morning, they said, he said to them, Mbuyiselo went to drink water and he fell. At about
seven o'clock a medical officer arrived and he took him away to the hospital. That was the last time they saw him.

MS MAYA: Now do you mean he never went back to the cells?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes he never did.

MS MAYA: Did they receive any report why he did not come back to the cells?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes there was a report. They say left the cells together with the police for the hospital. The police
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came back alone and they said he had died on the way to the hospital. Well on their return they had his clothes in their
possession. They said that the cure is not in his clothes. The police were asked, where the underwear was, because this
person had worn underwear, but the police said, no they are not his family members, only family members can ask such



questions.

MS MAYA: Now did you receive the underwear that the police took? In what condition was the ....(tape ends)

(tape 18) ....part of his body was the blood from?

MRS SONGELWA: No. Well after that the post mortem report was released.

MS MAYA: Do you understand the contents of the post mortem?

MRS SONGELWA: This post mortem report explained exactly that Mbuyiselo died from a certain disease.

MS MAYA: Did they say he fell sick and he died? Didn't they explain that he was injured?

MRS SONGELWA: They said he was sick and nothing and that would account for his death.

MS MAYA: Well did they try to open an inquest?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes the attorney general said a request will never be made, because this person died of natural
causes.

MS MAYA: That was the end of the story, no inquest, nothing?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were there other plans that you tried to carry out so that you can understand exactly the cause of his death?

MRS SONGELWA: Well I left everything in the hands of the people who were arrested with him. After they indicated
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that the attorney general refused an inquest, I left everything. An internal inquiry was conducted.

MS MAYA: Your appearance before the Truth Commission shows that you have a wish?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes I have a wish about my husband. I want to ask the Truth Commission to investigate, firstly,
Mbuyiselo had asthma, the police knew this and they still arrested him in that condition. They knew that a person with
asthma will not be in good conditions here in East London. The police let him stay here in East London. I want to ask
the Commission, if a person is arrested, doesn't he have any rights? Because he would have asked for a transfer to
Queenstown.

The second point, why didn't he receive treatment for such a long time?

Thirdly I want to understand, this underwear, if he really died because of flu, why was his underwear full of blood?

MS MAYA: You talked of stones.

MRS SONGELWA: Yes it's a problem. When we switched on the TV, and we saw the graves of the strugglers having
tomb stones, especially this young child, she would ask when I was going to erect a tomb stone for her dad. Every time
this question comes, I don't have any answer. I wish that I can. I know I'm one of those widows, and I wish I can erect a
tombstone.



MS MAYA: Do you think that there is anything that we have left out?

MRS SONGELWA: Yes there is something that I want to add. I had two children with Mbuyiselo, the first one as I've
already indicated, is Nomawande who was also very active.
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He said to me, "I will start where my father ended". I was really scared because if there was a meeting somewhere he
would rush off to that place. He went to Bisho and came back. He passed away last year after being stabbed to death by
a friend. I'm left with Lungiswa for whom Mbuyiselo really had a lot of love. Before his death he wanted me to bring
her so that he can see her, and I said no every time as I didn't think it was the right time.

As I've said he loved her so much, he wanted everything beautiful, everything nice for these children. He wanted to give
them education. Lungiswa, I understood and I came to the conclusion that I would take her to school because her father
wanted that. She is now at the Cathcart High School, I'm also studying this year because I felt that it is important that I
should upgrade my education. Well I cannot reach up to his wishes, even at school I'm a very bad payer. Every time she
has an envelope that would be telling me that I'm a bad payer. I have a wish that the Commission would please help me
with this child so that she can carry on with her education. Thank you very much.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

DR ORR: Mrs Songelwa, may I just ask you one question? The white man in the prison who was asked for help, does
anybody know his name? When your husband had that asthmatic attack?

MRS SONGELWA: Those who can help with that question are these who are right next to me. I didn't hear the name of
that person very well from them...(she confers with her companions)...They say his name is warder Els.

PANEL MEMBER: I'd like to ask you concerning the attorney general deciding there was no need for an inquest, but
there was a departmental inquiry. Is that right?

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

9 N SONGELWA

MRS SONGELWA: Yes, internal inquiry.

PANEL MEMBER: Right and this was an inquiry involving a certain individual, a certain person. Do you know his
name?

MRS SONGELWA: No I do not know the name of the person.

May I ask this question from these two gentlemen who are here now? This internal inquiry was in connection with the
negligence which was made by the medical officer who was supposed to give treatment to my husband. It was Mr
Crouch.

DR BORAINE: Indeed? And you had no report as to what was the result of the inquiry? You never heard anything
more?

MRS SONGELWA: No I didn't hear anything thereafter.

PANEL MEMBER: Mrs Songelwa, I would just like to make sure I understand properly. Your husband was a sentenced
prisoner, he had been convicted of political offenses? He wasn't detained without trial?



MRS SONGELWA: No he was not yet sentenced, he was just detained and never sentenced.

PANEL MEMBER: I see, thank you.

MRS SONGELWA: Yes there were questions which were asked in court. They were awaiting trial at the time.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Did you know what they were charged for?

MRS SONGELWA: It was terrorism.

MR SANDI: I just want to find out, who was your attorney in this case? And what did your attorney say?

MRS SONGELWA: The attorney in this case was Sangoni and Partners. He would keep on telling me that the case
ended up the was I've mentioned. There was an internal inquiry conducted because of the medical officer who didn't
attend to his medical treatment.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mrs and you gentlemen, thank you very much for your presence here.

We will have a tea break, can we please stand up.

-----------------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Mr Robert Stanford to the witness box please.

ROBERT NORMAN STANFORD: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Stanford you were here yesterday, is that right?

MR STANFORD: That's right, yes.

DR BORAINE: You came in with Mrs Savage?

MR STANFORD: I came in support of Mrs Savage, yes.

DR BORAINE: And you heard her testimony?

MR STANFORD: I did, I heard it in full, I heard all she had to say.

DR BORAINE: Right, and you were there on that occasion as well?

MR STANFORD: I was sitting next to her on that occasion.

DR BORAINE: And you too are very badly injured.

MR STANFORD: Yes, very badly injured.

DR BORAINE: It must have been very trying for you yesterday and again today, and we have special sympathy for you
to have to go through it almost twice.

MR STANFORD: It is, it's very difficult, and I hoped my daughter would be here with me, but she had to go under and
urgent operation in Maritzburg yesterday and wasn't able to come down.

DR BORAINE: I'm very sorry about that, I hope it works out EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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alright. Please feel very very relaxed and the questions will be led by June Crichton on my right and I'm going her over
to you and we're very grateful to you for coming, thank you.

MR STANFORD Before I start I start I would just like to thank the members of the local committees who interviewed



me and who spent endless time with me in helping me, taking my statement and so on, who showed undue patience and
I'm deeply grateful to them, as I'm sure everybody else is as well.

DR BORAINE: hat's very very kind of you to have made that note, and you're quite right, they've been working very
indeed, we appreciate that comment, thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Good morning Mr Stanford, thank you, my thanks as well to you for coming again today, to relate to
us a little of, or as much as you can remember of the attack on the Kingwilliamstown Golf Club on the 28th of
November 1992....(intervention)

MR STANFORD: I think, should I not start with my background first of all and then come to that?

MS CRICHTON: Yes, I would like you to do that, I think it will relax you and that it would be good for you to do that...
(intervention)

MR STANFORD: To save the Commissioners time I have made notes here yesterday to try and cut down on what I
would have to say to try to save you time. I know how much you have to try and ge through in your limited period of
time.

I was born in the Transkei in 1922, in the village of Lusikisiki, my father was an attorney there, he was also born in the
Transkei and basically we have Transkeian and a fairly much African background, if I can use that word.
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The educational facilities there were very limited and I was sent to boarding school when I was quite a young age at
Hilton College in Natal and my mother was a Canadian from overseas, and together we as a family had a very happy
time growing up in the Transkei. In fact I could speak Xhosa before I could speak English because most of my
playmates when I was young were African's, not whites.

When I left school in 1940, my father who was an attorney in the beginning of the Second World War, and everybody at
the time that I knew wanted to become part of the armed forces if they possibly could, but he insisted very wisely that I
start a career before I do anything. I was only 17 at the time, and so I did start a legal career in Cape town and in 1941 I
joined the air force. After a year and a half of training I qualified as a pilot and was sent up to the Middle East where I
spent a few months and then I was recruited to go to the Far East where I spent about three years before returning home.

My experiences there taught me a lot about human suffering, human nature, man's inhumanity to man, I was present for
example in Singapore, we were one of the first batch of Allied troops to get to Singapore when the war ended to see the
release of the prisoners from that notorious Changi Jail, about which a book called The Rat was written, and I saw their
physical and mental conditions, and very disturbingly, also the results of the Japanese torture of other people, the way
they were treated and the way that came about and you learned a lot from that and, you carried forward in your mind
and you do forget it.

After the war I went back, I resumed my legal studies in Cape Town, I qualified as an attorney in 1948 and then I
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came to Kingwilliamstown where I practised law for many years and married my wife at the end of 1948. She happened
to be a missionary's daughter from a mission station called Fairly Cross which perhaps is known to some of you in



Pondoland, and we had a close and happy life.

I built up a very big and a very thriving legal practice, I think I was a good lawyer, I gave good service and I worked
long hours, 12 to 16 hours a day to keep up with my work and I had a successful practice, and a very happy one. After
the death of my wife in September 1991, then I seemed to gradually deteriorate mentally. That only occurred in
retrospect, not at the time, I didn't realise really what was gradually happening to me mentally, but I gradually lost a lot
of the accu...(indistinct)I had had, although a lot of my work was, I still think of a very high standard at the time and I
think I can say I was quite a good lawyer.

Unfortunately, I didn't pick up what was going wrong mentally with me quicker and so in a way this attack which Beth
described in detail yesterday, was rather a blessing in disguise as it certainly forced me to take some dramatic steps.
After it I spent a long time in hospital, I think about six weeks first in Frere Hospital and then when I was moved to
Kingwilliamstown where we have a very nice clinic I spent about a month there.

When I was in hospital I was surprised at the number of ANC visitors who came to me and said emphatically that the
ANC would never have been involved in the kind of that sort. It must have been orchestrated by outside, it must have
been part of a campaign by extreme other organisations and the PAC and APLA did claim responsibility for the attack,
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but the mental effect on one is not known to you until other people tell you exactly how bad it is. And when I did go
back after my discharge from hospital, I was on crutches and my staff immediately noticed a change in me and they
reported it to my doctor who sent me straight away to a psychologist in East London, to Dr Woods where I spent some
time in his clinic with him and he reported on me in detail. I have his report here, I've got all the psychiatric reports here
which I am free to hand in because, although they're part of a court action, they were used primarily in support of an
application brought by my family to have me placed under curatorship, and that case has been disposed of. So while I
am under a subjudicative obligation at the moment, I discussed

this matter with my counsel, and these reports I'm free to hand in provided they stay with the Commission themselves
and don't leave them, and are not disclosed to outsiders.

They do show the pattern of my mental disability from the attack and from previous to the attack onwards, and the
advice that I was given by Dr Woods, not to practise law, not to drive cars, I wasn't in a mental condition to do so.

As you know, no one is prepared to accept that you're not quite normal, and you tend to fight against it and you tend to
try and uplift yourself, you tend to try and show that you've returned to a state of normality whereas in fact, you haven't
done so. After some time in the clinic here, I then started a series of medical operations I had to undergo and they were
very expensive because I had very bad wounds to my legs, to my ankles, to my back, to my buttocks, my hands which I
can hardly use and for about a year, or year and a half I went through the operations from time to
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time. I think that altogether I had eight operations, two in Frere Hospital in East London, sorry it's St Dominics in East
London, where the specialists who operated on me told me that unfortunately they didn't have the facilities here to
detect and extract the shrapnel from my ankles and from my legs to get me on a better footing, so I was sent to
Johannesburg to specialists there and one specialist to whom I went to three times. The first time I went he couldn't do
any operations because the doctors here hadn't diagnosed that I had a broken fibula in my left leg and it was the first



thing he had to cure, when that came right he operated first on my right ankle. I went back again and he operated on my
left ankle, but a lot of the stuff he was unable to take out because it wedged between the bones and that is still what I
have now, and I'm still having medical treatment for it.

My right hand was very badly damaged indeed and I couldn't write for a long time. I still have difficulty writing and the
ordinary and the ordinary (...indistinct) medical circles where you have a couple of people in the country who specialise
only in hands and I got a friend of mine who is a specialist in Johannesburg to trace one of these. I went to him and he
did a long operation on my right hand, a very painful one, at least I am able to move it now and I am able to write but
these two fingers are still extremely sore, and the build up psychologically and mentally of pain, continued pain. I was
on pain killers for an extensive period, I still am, I take sleeping pills so I can sleep at night, and the stress of it all, built
up eventually to such a condition that I was unable to completely control my legal practice.

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

7 R N STANFORD

I did silly things, I made bad decisions, the Law Society took action against me, which I couldn't oppose because I
wasn't in a mental condition to do so. They moved top stop me practising and started an application to remove my name
from the role of attorneys some two years ago. I'm opposing it but I'm applying for my earned name removed at my own
request because of my mental condition. I believe that what I did wrong was not caused by me but by factors beyond my
control and that case is pending, I don't know why, for over a year now. The stress build-up has now resulted in me
having a heart problem and I have to go to Cape Town on Monday to see the heart specialist....(end of side A of tape 17)

(side B tape 17)

MS CRICHTON: ... what happened and I'd like to ask you a couple of questions, may I do that?

MR STANFORD STANFORD: Of course.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. I just want to get your agreement on the fact that it was on the 28th of November 1992
and it happened at the Kingwilliamstown Golf Club.

MR STANFORD STANFORD: That's right yes.

MS CRICHTON: Now my first question to you, you were seated at a table as Beth told us yesterday, a long table. Were
you able to actually see the people who threw the grenade as they came through the door?

MR STANFORD: Well I can remember gun firing starting, and I looked up and I saw the person that Beth described
standing in the door holding a rifle, and you could see against the skyline, when a bullet is fired it makes a light, and he
was firing shots, and I remember thinking at the time of my experience during the war, he must be a very
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bad shot because all the bullets seemed to go over the heads of the people he was aiming at. He was using an AK 47 and
any automatic rifle kicks up when you shoot them. He was obviously aiming at the peoples' heads and the bullets were
going over their heads. I can remember that, except for the person next door to me, Mrs Macdonald whom he killed. I
remember that, slumping forward and blood pouring out.

MS CRICHTON: Was she shot or was it the grenade, the shrapnel from the grenade.



MR STANFORD: I think a shot killed her, I'm not sure, but that's my impression, because as far as I recollect, the
grenade exploded right behind me, I was the closest to it, behind Beth and myself and Beth, you know what happened to
her, well I was like...(indistinct)I was told by the specialist afterwards, because we were sitting in loose chairs, it was a
hot evening and I had my blazer hanging over a loose chair at the back, and I was told that if you fired a bullet or
anything of force into something that's hanging or flapping, it either won't go through or it loses about two thirds of its
impact.

MS CRICHTON: So you actually saw the man standing at the door?

MR STANFORD: I saw the man, only I couldn't recognise him.

MS CRICHTON: Was he on his own or were there more than one person?

MR STANFORD: I only saw one person, then I heard this explosion and then I saw an extraordinary thing, a ball of
light suddenly appeared in front of me, like a flash of flame, and that was the last thing that I remembered there.

MS CRICHTON: You didn't see any other person standing ...(intervention)
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MR STANFORD: No I saw nobody else, then I flaked out. Apparently, I was told that I was pulled out with those that
were dead, there was fortunately a trained nursing sister there and she was able to organise drips and things for Beth and
myself and she actually saved our lives I think by putting these drips into us. The next thing I woke up was in the
ambulance, we went to East London and my own personal physician from Kingwilliamstown was with me. I remember
him saying to me, "Yawn, yawn", I didn't know why but I kept on yawning and then I got to East London. The next
thing I remember was them cutting the clothes off me, the next thing was the sister on one side and me and the doctor on
the other side of me, and I remember the sun was up, I can remember that, and I had stitches and bandages all over me.
They said, "You're going to sleep for 24 hours, pass water!", and I said I can't and with that I became violently sick and I
think I brought up all the food I had eaten for the last two weeks.

MS CRICHTON: From what you've explained to me, it sounds that you had consequences from that ever since. Your
medical health has been very poor as a result of that together with your mental performance.

MR STANFORD: Yea, that's right yes.

MS CRICHTON: Can I now move you on to in the hospital. Were you visited by police to take statements or any other
people? You've mentioned the ANC visited you.

MR STANFORD : It struck me as being quite extraordinary that after I had been in hospital for two days, the minister
of police and another minister, I remember he was a very big man, I can't remember his name but it began with a B and
two other very senior officers came in to see me. And the TV
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crew was with them and I remember I tried to hide under the seat so they couldn't recognise me when they started taking
TV photographs of me, but apparently some people did recognise me when they saw the TV replay, and they asked me
at the time what I remember and I said, nothing.



MS CRICHTON: So they didn't take a statement?

MR STANFORD : No I gave no statement to the police, except one of negativeness and I told them what I'm telling you
now.

MS CRICHTON: And you've not been to any identity parade?

MR STANFORD : No I didn't because I wouldn't be able to recognise anybody.

MS CRICHTON: You mentioned earlier on that thought that this was definitely a politically motivated attack. Do you
want to enlarge on that at all?

MR STANFORD : It's very difficult to do so. You know when people claim responsibility, they either do so out of
bravado, or for factual reasons. I don't have the faintest idea whether in fact APLA did do the attack or somebody else
did.

MS CRICHTON: Now let's just look at your feelings as a result of all of this if I might. If you feel you can answer these
questions. What are your feelings towards the perpetrators now, you've explained how you feel about the war and the
way this brought it all back. What do you feel about the perpetrators now?

MR STANFORD : Well, i believe one must be very objective in this regard. There were so many wrongs committed
that I can understand that perhaps untrained, overzealous persons, seeking revenge might try and do something of that
kind. And it is very difficult to bear, well at the time and
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afterwards when I had trouble with my legal practice, in my mental condition I was very resentful, but after giving the
matter a lot of thought, one comes to the conclusion which I think is the right conclusion, that maybe the people who did
it were misguided, maybe they did it for reasons which they thought were justifiable at the time, maybe they didn't
realise the harm that they could cause. I'm quite sure they were young people, I'm quite sure also that they had no
concept of the results that could occur and did occur, and obviously at the time there must have been malice on their
part. Maybe they regret it now and as I sincerely regret what happened from the other side, I have always been a
liberalised figure all my life.

MS CRICHTON: So are you saying that if they were to seek amnesty, you would feel the way you've just expressed it?

MR STANFORD : Well I think it must be uniform. I think that any amnesty applications have got to be dealt with on
their merits obviously, I mean not a person to really voice an opinion in this regard, but I wouldn't object to them
seeking amnesty in the same way as I wouldn't object to people like Malan seeking amnesty now. If they more or less on
both sides were on boiling point, it boiled over and now, thank goodness, it's back to normal.

MS CRICHTON: Before I hand you back to our chairperson, what would you like or expect the Commission to do for
you?

MR STANFORD: Well I obviously followed closely the reports in the newspaper about the unfortunate victims, far
more unfortunate than me, who lost people close to them, dear to them through terrifying circumstances. I feel that
where there has been some substantial suffering and financial loss, if possible, that should be compensated for in some
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way. I'm not in a position to say how, why and where, but I'll give you and example. I phoned up my medical aid
yesterday to get some details because I thought you might ask me this question, and they told me that they had paid out
between 90 and 95 percent of the medical costs incurred, my share of it according to them is R 7 690, which means that
they paid out close to R100 000 in medical expenses alone, and I of course had enormous losses in my legal practice,
terrible expenses flying everywhere, I could not recover my psychologist's costs because medical aid don't cover that. I
was sent to a medical institution in Grahamstown, luckily for only one day because when my son arrived the next day he
said, "You might be mad but not as mad as some of the people here, I'm taking you out", and luckily being a voluntary
patient, he was able to take me out and I was then taken to a psychiatric clinic in Port Elizabeth where I spent a good
deal of time, and went back a second time, and that did me a certain amount of good.

But all in all this was at the time when I was supposed to be running a legal practice, and you can't cut yourself in three
pieces and be in three places at the same time. Luckily I had a competent secretary who managed to keep me going, but
from that side my losses were very substantial indeed. But maybe that's a fact of life, I don't know. It's up to the people
who are going to decide whether or not what will be, and I will accept whatever they say, but I do think that where there
has been a substantial loss to all the victims, no please, I don't doubt that myself in any way, and I think that if it's
possible they should be financially assisted in some way by somebody.
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been impossible and I hear what you're saying and I agree with you. And now I think I'd like to hand you back to our
chairperson, thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. There may be questions that somebody wants to ask.

MR STANFORD: Yes certainly, I must mention that I was warned by my advocate yesterday to be careful in what I
say, and what I answer. May I hand in these reports please which we think are very relevant and they will help.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

MR STANFORD: Please they must be confidential to the Commission, please.

CHAIRPERSON: Yes. We all take an oath...(intervention)

MR STANFORD: Those are all psychiatric reports Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: We also take an oath of confidentiality.

MR STANFORD: I'll answer any questions I can, if I feel they, and I was warned yesterday, they do infringe on the sub
judiciae rule, then I will tell you Mr Chairman.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Stanford, could you help us out? How do you think or how would you like the Macdonalds
and the Davises remembered?

MR STANFORD: Well there is already a memorial erected to them on the golf course in Kingwilliamstown. It is
impossible I think for me to make a suggestion in that regard, I don't know, I'd be lying if I tried to make a suggestion. I
haven't thought about it at all.

MR SANDI: Mr Stanford, I don't like to ask people to give me their personal opinions on issues but it does happen
sometimes that you have to ask people what do they think about this and that. As you are aware that this is a truth
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and reconciliation commission, do you perhaps have any views to express on the issue of reconciliation?

MR STANFORD: Well I think reconciliation is taking place right now. It seems to me in the broader sense, in the
narrow sense there are prosecutions pending and taking place I understand, for both sides. That is a matter of law, isn't
it, it's not for us to interfere with that, but I think that reconciliation is essential if the country is to succeed at all and I
think it's vital that it becomes part and parcel of everyone's life. Does that answer your question?

CHAIRPERSON: Just before I say thank you and ask you to stand down, I just want to let you know that we keep being
struck by the extraordinary quality of people who have come before us, and I think it is unusual for someone to be able
to speak as openly as you have done about your medical condition, and that you should be speaking with such
remarkable lack of bitterness, and we just want you to know that on behalf of ourselves, and I think on behalf of many
in our country, that we are enormously grateful and thank God for you.

MR STANFORD: Thank you Archbishop. Thank you very much for your patience.

------------------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

( recording starts at this point, no introduction)

MRS TABALAZA: They say he committed suicide, he dropped from the top floor through the window.

MR SANDI: Who said so to you? When did you last see Lungile? When did you hear that he committed suicide?

MRS TABALAZA: It was on the 9th, Lungile was distributing papers, we didn't know that Lungile was involved in the
struggle. He would usually just come into the house and would keep quiet and just behave as if nothing is wrong, and
we were not aware of his movements.

One day he was staying with other children, and we just saw the police come in and did not understand why.

MR SANDI: Did they come at home?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes they did come at home. I was taking my mother to the hospital for her checkup and the boers
came in, they asked for Lungile's I D. My mother asked who they are and the white men said they wanted Lungile's I D.
At that moment the mother asked where the I D was and we called our brother and again my mother asked what was
happening, and he said he doesn't know. The boers were outside, they took my brother. They went up Mount Road. At a
distance my brother felt that there is something that happened about Lungile.

When they went to Mount Road, they found a lot of
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corpses who had just been left on the ground and the cement. Lungile was amongst them and blood issued through his
nose and ears. They asked my brother to identify, but he was unable to answer. It took him 18 seconds. He became mute
and they took him outside and back home. He was shocked and said, "My mother, we must not mourn for Lungile
because he was deliberately murdered", and he went out.

There is an article in the newspaper that reflects on this. Mr Pretorius is reflected also. It seems as if he saw something.

MR SANDI: Do you know this Mr Pretorius?

MRS TABALAZA: No I did not know him but I learned my husband about this Pretorius because since it was upstairs,
it seems that he was kept downstairs, and he could see what was happening above.



MR SANDI: Did he explain this?

MRS TABALAZA: I did not know this white man, because this gentleman was staying next to the cafe which he had
next door, and he was chased away when he went to make enquiries from him.

MR SANDI: Was there an inquest, was Mr Pretorius called in?

MRS TABALAZA: No he wasn't. He was not called to satisfy.

MR SANDI: What did the court say in connection with what has happened?

MRS TABALAZA: We were called on four occasions to appear before the magistrate, but at the end they said it was
confirmed that he committed suicide.

MR SANDI: Did you have an attorney?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes, we did, it was Mr Poswa, the first one was Fisher, we took Poswa thereafter and Poswa was
with

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

3 P TABALAZA

Cooper.

MR SANDI: The court gave a verdict that there was nobody who could be accused or charged about this?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes it is so.

MR SANDI: How did you feel about this.

MRS TABALAZA: We were so hurt about the verdict given. Even today we want to know who the people are who
murdered Lungile. Lungile was brought in later, they did not want to bring his body, they just in his belongings. The
child's father went there to find out if he cannot get the child, but still I was shocked to learn that the internal contents
were on his trousers.

There is a paper which was called Sunday Post, on the fifth to the seventh October, 1978, in which it is reflect that the
verdict had nobody who could be alleged to have committed the crime. Mr Gunner was also mentioned as someone who
was not satisfied, he was reported to have shaken his head and was not satisfied with the verdict given.

MR SANDI: Who is this Mr Gunner Nazo.

MRS TABALAZA: It is his father. He has passed on now.

MR SANDI: Did the family take any steps with regard to this matter or did it just end up nowhere?

MRS TABALAZA: We never took any steps, because we were disappointed if we were told that he committed suicide.
But this really shocked us because he was in the hands of the boers.

MR SANDI: According to the knowledge that you can give us about Lungile and his acts, can you briefly tell us why he
was detained?

MRS TABALAZA: He was detained because of the struggle. There's a newspaper, Sunday Post dated 24 to 26 August,
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1978, you gave this to the Commission, there's a person saying, before Lungile threw himself out of the window, he was
forced to make a statement and he did not want to give one. Did you see that in this paper?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who really said those words?

MRS TABALAZA: We don't know the name of that person.

MR SANDI: This happened at SANLAM Building?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you know SANLAM Building?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes it's the Main Street.

MR SANDI: With what do you associate this building?

MRS TABALAZA: It's a police place.

MR SANDI: Did Lungile go to that place before?

MRS TABALAZA: No.

MR SANDI: If I understand you well, you are requesting the Commission to do investigations because you want to
know what happened?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes that's right.

MR SANDI: What do you think actually happened?

MRS TABALAZA: No we don't know, we don't have any information.

MR SANDI: Is there anything that you'd like to tell us except the statement that you put before this Commission and
even the papers that you submitted?

MRS TABALAZA: I just want this Commission, after having investigated who killed Lungile so brutally, because he
had a scar at the back, he didn't even have his eyes, he had a cut on the forehead.

MR SANDI: Mrs Tabalaza, do you know the so-called post mortem that is conducted when a person has died. A doctor
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would search to find the cause of death.

MRS TABALAZA: No we didn't. We never had anything from the doctor. The boers didn't allow us to have a post



mortem.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Do you want to say anything further than this Mrs Tabalaza?

MRS TABALAZA: I'm very hurt to realize that at my age, I could not trace, there wouldn't be any clue to lead us
towards the reason for our child's death. I'm so hurt about this, I request the Commission to really make thorough
investigations because it was a very painful atrocity. I'm a person who is an invalid today, I have high blood pressure
and diabetes because all those things happened unexpectedly. I'm requesting that the Commission should please make
investigations. He would say to us that he would become a doctor and they killed my child. He was very brilliant at
school, but today his blood is on the names of the perpetrators.

MR SANDI: No further questions? Thank you very much Mrs Tabalaza.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank you very much. We as a Commission will try our best and make all the
efforts to make investigations.

--------------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We invite Mr Karl Webber to take the stand please. Please do be seated. We would like to welcome
you very warmly to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Do you wish to take the oath or to make affirmation?

KARL WEBBER: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Webber, five years ago will stand for ever in your memory, not only in your mind and in your
spirit, but also on your body. It was a very tough and difficult time for you and many others. We are grateful that you
have come to us because we still don't know who did this to you and why, and we're hoping that your presence here and
the evidence that you lead will be of some assistance to you. Mr Ntsiki Sandi will lead the evidence and I'll ask him now
to take over, thank you.

MR SANDI: Hello Mr Webber.

MR WEBBER: Hello.

MR SANDI: How are you today?

MR WEBBER: Fine thanks.

MR SANDI: Mr Webber, you have made a statement to the Commission in which you set out what happened on the
First of May 1991 when you were on your way home and you visited High Gate Hotel.

MR WEBBER: That's correct.

MR SANDI: I will ask you to tell us briefly about yourself. What your life entailed, where did you work
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before, what sort of work you were doing, then I'll go on to ask you about the actual events, as you have related them
pertaining to the First of May 1991. Now I start off asking you about your personal life. What were you doing before
this thing happened to you.

MR WEBBER: I was employed at the Animal Health Organisation in East London for nine years, where I worked as a
senior inspector to the cruelty of animals. At the time of the accident I was employed up until May 1993. Then on the
first of May 1993, I went to the East London Airport to pick up a friend of mine that had arrived from Cape Town to
spend a weekend in East London on business. I arrived at the airport at approximately 08H30 that evening where picked
him up and took him down to the Dolphin Hotel in East London where he was going to stay during the course of his
business that he had to do during his stay in East London.



At approximately a half an hour to an hour after that, we decided that it was time for me to go home where my residence
was in a suburb on the northern side, Summer Bride, East London. On the way home we, myself, him and two other
friends, stopped at the Highgate Hotel to have a refreshment. We were sitting there, ordered our first drink and we heard
what sounded like automatic firearms which was in the bar next to us which was the mens' bar, and long after that we
heard a bang as if a hand grenade or something had gone off. At that time someone shouted that we were under attack.
We then realised that we were under attack but before any of us could fall sown or take cover, this guy was standing by
the entrance door , he had an AK 47 on his hip and he was swinging the firearm around and sprayed bullets throughout
the bar.
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At that time we had both fallen down, not realising who had, what the injuries were, and I had fallen down next to the
friends of mine and I fell down with my head facing the door where I was watching this guy all the time. After this he
stopped for a moment, I don't know if he was going to reload or what but as I turned around I could see he was busy
with a magazine. He then took another magazine, reloaded the AK 47 and started shooting again. It carried on for some
time, a couple of seconds or a minute, whatever it was, and at this time, I was still looking at this guy, I could see that
now he had now done what he wanted to do. I couldn't identify the guy as he had a sort of a bluish overall on with
balaclava, with doves on his hand. After he'd finished shooting he took this AK 47, he slung it over his shoulders and he
folded the but up and he threw a canister of tear gas into the bar.

After that time I he'd realised that there people were seriously injured and wounded in this. I was lying there realising
that I couldn't move but with the tear gas I couldn't breathe, so I asked them to cut my clothes off me. After they had
taken the clothes off me and I was just lying in underwear, everybody, the police and ambulance people had already
arrived at the scene and they had started to give treatment to the injured people, and then after that I woke up in ICU in
Frere Hospital East London.

MR SANDI: It was yourself and your friend. Were there any other people around?

MR WEBBER: Were there any, I'm sorry.

MR SANDI: Were there any other people around at the table where you were sitting?

MR WEBBER: Yes there were, he was killed with five other
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people who were sitting in the ladies' bar with us.

MR SANDI: Is there any one of those people here today?

MR WEBBER: There are two people that have come to the secondary hearing.

MR SANDI: Did the police do anything about it. I suppose the police took a statement from you, what happened, were
there any investigations?

MR WEBBER: Well as a result I lost my left arm, it was amputated from the elbow, below the elbow, I've got 60% use
of my right arm plus three fingers are not in operation and there were statements taken from us by the Murder and



Robbery Unit in East London at the time while I was in hospital. Still up to this day we've had no contact where no one
has come forward to say that a guilty party had been arrested or been found.

MR SANDI: Do you think you would be able to recognise the people who did this thing to you if you were to see them?

MR WEBBER: No, as I say the gentleman had a balaclava over his head. It was as if this attack was planned and they
were well prepared and dressed so as not to identify the guys, the one guy.

MR SANDI: Mr Webber, you were working, you were a man who was leading an ordinary life and all of a sudden you
find yourself in this sympathetic situation. How do you feel about this, if I can ask you an awkward question. How do
you feel about this?

MR WEBBER: Well my life was changed overnight, being a disabled person and it's taken some time. One has to sort
of, accept, I've accepted it and I have to carry on with the daily routine of my life. It's not something that will be
forgotten about and it's something that I think justice
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should be done about. I'm not speaking on behalf of myself,

I'm speaking on behalf of the other victims that were there, and living, financially with a disability grant of R410, I don't
think anybody can see or live on that amount. Where I was an employed person, had my own privacy, now I have to
rely on charity and friends to look after and help me. So it's a change overnight and it's...

MR SANDI: Are there any people who are dependant on you and what has happened to those people now?

MR WEBBER: I have got a daughter, I'm not married, that is at school. Financial wise, I've asked for assistance from
the State and have had no correspondence from anybody to try and sort a way out financially wise.

MR SANDI: If you had to meet the people who did this to you, what would you tell them? Do you have any lesson or
moral lecture that you would give them?

MR WEBBER: You know, there's law and order in this country, it's not for me to decide to take the law in my own
hands. This is why I approached the Truth Commission, hopefully it will be investigated further, and from there it's the
justice that will have to be done and to see it. It's not for me to decide what I would like to do to the perpetrators or the
people that did this to me.

MR SANDI: Can you tell the Commission more about the medical operation you've had to go through and the financial
implications of that?

MR WEBBER: I was in hospital for plus-minus two weeks, I had no use of my right arm. It was a lot of work up and
down to Cape Town to a specialist that could do operations on fingers. I've been back and forth three times on my own
expense, all expenses paid for on my behalf. I've had eight EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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pins and plates put in my elbow which was, the bone graft

was taken out to put in there to restore the use of the arm which was just about off as well, it was shattered completely. I
still have further operations to go through, removing the fixtures in my elbow and straightening my right fingers.



MR SANDI: Can you please tell the Commission more about the physical limitations, specifically the kind of things you
can't do now.

MR WEBBER: I can't do on my own?

MR SANDI: Yes things that you can't do on your own.

MR WEBBER: Ja it took me plus-minus a year to teach myself how to get dressed, to feed myself. There are things I
can't do. I can't get to the right hand side of my face because of the fixtures in my elbow. I need assistance when I need
to be shaved, I need assistance when I need to be bathed and there are many other things that I need to be helped with
which I can't do, I've tried to sort of cope on my own but it's a bit difficult. So there is someone that assists me, helping
me with things and...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Is there anything else that you would like the Commission to know about you and the state you are in as of
today?

MR WEBBER: Well as I said, it's, I've accepted the condition, I mean, it's changed my life overnight but I've learned to
do things, I've learned to accept a few things and there are still other things that have to be done to improve the
conditions of myself on doing certain things, yes.

MR SANDI: I may be asking you the same question as I've asked you before, but maybe in a different way. What do
you
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expect the Commission to do? What would you like the

Commission to do.

MR WEBBER: Well I've come to through up until now with aid from friends, family, unemployed and financially wise
it is a strain, as I say I'm living on R410 a month, whereas I've got to put a bit of support in towards the people that are
looking after me. As I say, I can't accept charity for the rest of my life, I can't accept to be looked after for the rest of my
life. I want to be independent and I want to lead a normal life again.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Webber that is all I've got to ask you. I don't know, the members of the panel will have one
or two questions maybe to clarify something.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Questions?

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Webber thank you very much indeed. You say that you would not be able to identify the
person or persons who did this to you. In the course of the investigation, did the police at any time show you
photographs or ask you to attend an identity parade or anything of that kind at all?

MR WEBBER: I was shown several photographs of guys that were responsible for a few attacks in Eastern Cape which
could have been linked to the Highgate Hotel. I was in a state of shock in hospital where I was brought the photos to
identify. As I say if I had seen or identified the guys, it would have been a problem with the guy wearing a balaclava,
having all the necessary equipment to do such a thing, so at this time I could say I can't identify them.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Just one other question, you mentioned some of the responses which you would welcome from
the Commission and you've talked very bravely about your own
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determination to try to lead a normal life, would you want the Commission to investigate further, to find out who did
this to you?

MR WEBBER: Ja, I would like to, you know, I would like justice should be done. I don't feel someone can do this and
just walk away a free person, and it should be fully investigated as to what political organisation, who was behind this?
What the reason was, who gave the orders to do such a thing? And I feel that, as I say again, justice should be done.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So you would not object us, the Commission taking this matter further.

MR WEBBER: Not at all.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I'm sorry I have one other question, it's not an easy thing to do what you've done, there are other
people that you know who were hurt, injured, in that or perhaps similar operations in this time of conflict. Would you
encourage them to come to the Commission if they ask you to, how do you feel about that?

MR WEBBER: Yes I would. You know it's hopefully something to start a new beginning. Hopefully things will become
of what everyone who's sitting here, telling the Commission of what has happened in the past to them, to myself and to
other victims, and I would advise or suggest people to come forward, if they can't testify, to give statements.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you very much Mr Webber, that's all I have.

MR WEBBER: Thank you.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Can I just ask one question please, what would be your attitude to perpetrators of this sort with
regard to the whole hope for unity and reconciliation in

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

9 WEBBER

the country?

MR WEBBER: What my attitude would be?

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Yes.

MR WEBBER: As I say it's not for me to decide, there are laws in courts for this. I've got a normal life to lead, I've got
to think about myself. What happens to the guys that did this to me is for the courts to decide, not for me.

CHAIRPERSON: Wendy?

MEMBER OF PANEL: If in the course of the Commission's investigative process, the perpetrators were to become
known, and they applied for amnesty in terms of the law,and the Commission, which has a committee to look at that,
were to be satisfied that they've made a full disclosure and that

in terms of the tests for the granting of amnesty, they are entitled to amnesty, what would your attitude be? If they were
granted amnesty in terms of the law?



MR WEBBER: This has happened to me, it's not forgotten about, it never will be forgotten about. It would be deep
down inside, hurt to know that the guy would be a free man on the street if he applied for amnesty. To walk away a free
person where he has killed innocent people, disabled innocent people and one just has to, if it is granted, to accept it. I'm
not a magistrate or someone to stand up and give my say, what should happen to the guys but I think they should be
tried and hear what their side of the story is before amnesty is granted to the perpetrators or to find out from them what
their purpose of it was for doing innocent people with friends.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: I had suggested that we might go on till EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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five, but it probably is right to accept the suggestion of the Regional Commissioner, no the National Commissioner. The
proposal had been originally that we end this session for today at four o'clock. The two witnesses have very graciously
agreed that they would be willing to stand over until tomorrow and they would be the first two witnesses to be taken
tomorrow. We would not normally want to do this but I think that we, as the first day and the pressure of hearing the
stories, order please, will you please sit down until we've finished, nobody should leave. Can you just stop the people
going out whilst I address the Commission. We will be breaking to resume at 9 o'clock tomorrow morning. Thank you
very much.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS

---------------------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

DR BORAINE: I want to announce that because of a problem that two of the witnesses have regarding travelling we are
changing the order just a little bit, but we will complete the hearings of all the witnesses, so please don't be anxious if
you suddenly find that your name is not announced in exactly the order that you were told. We invite Khayelethu Yali to
the stand please.

KHAYELETHU YALI: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mr Yali you will be giving evidence to the Commission about yourself, not about someone else and you
have a painful story to tell as a young man, and in order to assist you to do that we have asked Mziki Thale(?) to lead
you in this, so I will hand over to him now. Thank you.

MR THALE: Mr Yali you stay at Cradock? How long have you been staying there?

MR YALI: I was born at Cradock.

MR THALE: What are you doing at this moment?

MR YALI: I am just unemployed, I am doing nothing.

MR THALE: According to what you have put before us, I mean the statement that you have given us you were saying
you were shot on the date that you have indicated to us now. Can you please tell us what happened exactly on that day?

MR YALI: The first thing that happened at Cradock, I want to say it was during the day and the police arrived. They
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were wearing boots and we didn't know exactly whether were they police, then they said we have very bad manners as
those of our brothers and we just ignored them. We learned that there was going to be a funeral for somebody who was
shot and people were singing. I went home because I was staying with a grandmother. When I started cleaning our
house and then I went home. I went to the shop when I came back again. When I was there I said I was going to the
toilet. After relieving myself I came back and I heard somebody who was busy and it was the police and I thought it was
a neighbour who was a Coloured and I thought it is him who was calling me. When he was turning back I heard a
gunshot and then I learnt that this was not child's play. I ran away. During that period I learnt that my eyes were unable
to open. At that period there was an exchange of gunfire.

Some people got into our house and my grandmother was given information of what was happening. Then somebody
told me that you are shot and there's something which is on the eye. Then a car was organised that I should be taken to



the hospital. I went to hospital, whilst I was there there were patches on both eyes because I was injured. There were
policemen who came in and they wanted the clothes which I had on during that day. One of them said this is one of the
boys who was there in that house and I saw him carrying a petrol bomb. I just kept quiet. I was transferred to Port
Elizabeth and I was there for three weeks.

I returned. Again when I came back my grandmother told me that there were policemen who came three times looking
for me. I went to Tumeka Tuku who was looking at me while I was at hospital. The other lady said I must not go there
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because these people want to shoot you or they will take you and arrest you.

MR THALE: Let me just ask, was this happening on the 30th of June 1986?

MR YALI: Yes it is so.

MR THALE: You say this person was speaking in Afrikaans?

MR YALI: Yes.

MR THALE: What was he saying?

MR YALI: I don't know exactly in Afrikaans, he said "yebo" and then continued with his language.

MR THALE: Do you say you were treated in the hospital?

MR YALI: Yes it is so.

MR THALE: You can continue.

MR YALI: I was transferred to Port Elizabeth hospital and then I came in. One lady advised me not to go and then said
a person is being shot usually and then arrested. I tried to run away. After three months I was supposed to go again for
check-up. In 1989 I was coming back from my check-up and then I was at the station in Cradock, when I was alighting
from the train I saw many policemen and then I said I am being - these people are bearing a grudge against me, so I
went to a side, and then somebody said Ace was asked for, and then I knew that I was the person who is called Ace.

The police went to look for me especially after the release of our leaders Mr Walter Sisulu and others.

MR THALE: Did you lodge a complaint or lay a charge against anybody?

MR YALI: You know I didn't think of doing that because I knew that if I do go they will shoot me and arrest me, so I
didn't go.
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MR THALE: Didn't you take any action about this?

MR YALI: No I didn't. I didn't even think of going to the people. I went to (...indistinct) because he was a member of
the organisation ANC.

MR THALE: In your statement you state that you request that the Commission should please try and fulfil or carry
forward your education.



MR YALI: I will be very glad because I stayed at home after this because I had to discontinue. I started in 1989 and
then in 1994 I stopped. I would like to have my dreams fulfilled because I would like to work as a social worker.

MR THALE: Did you make any enquiries or investigations where you could be assisted?

MR YALI: Yes I did. I went to the advisory offices which are just next to us, and the comrades informed me that there
would be people from Suset(?) who would go and assist us. When I went there my efforts were futile.

MR THALE: Do you have anything that you would like to say about this?

MR YALI: You know what surprised me in all this, when you are called you expect that somebody should respond but
what happened to me is that I was shot instead of getting a response especially when I see a White man, especially the
policemen I get offended because I know they are the people who did this to me. If I can know who is this person really
I would be glad. My eyesight was affected. I am unable to see properly. I am worried because this person just called me
and then just shot at me without anything.

REVEREND TUTU: Thank you very much. Is there anybody who would like to pose any questions to the witness?

Thank you very much, thank you. We are very glad about your EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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contribution to the struggle. We are also sympathetic towards you. We are going to try to the best of our ability to assist
you as much as possible. Thank you very much.

--------------------
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DR BORAINE: We invite Mrs Nonceba Beauty Zokwe to and Mampe Zokwe to the witness
stand please. I'm not sure if it's afternoon but it's nearly twelve o'clock so
I'll say good day. Welcome, we are very glad to see you, I will ask you to
please stand.

NONCEBA BEAUTY ZOKWE: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Mrs Zokwe, you have suffered twice, not once, but today you have
come to talk about your son Sithembile Zokwe, is that right?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MRS ZOKWE: The story that you will tell is yet another, in the long history of
tragedies that have visited this country aver many years. You feel this very
deeply and we want you to be very relaxed and Dumisa Nsebeza, who may or may not
be known to you, but he is a commissioner, and he is going to ask you some
questions to help you make your statements. Please be very relaxed and
comfortable.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mr Chair. Thank you Deputy Chair. May I just begin by
saying that I need your indulgence to present to you and to those who have come
to listen, and countless others who will hear this testimony through the mass
media, one of the most bizarre stories of our times, a story which is clearly
indicative of state sponsored murder and equally unforgiven failure of justice.
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allow me to say it is a story, I have heard so many times because I was one of a
group of attorneys when they worked very hard to get this nefarious killing into
the open, into the law courts of the land. We failed Mr Chairman. Not for lack
of trying, but because the state machinery that represents the machinery your
Commission is trying to get a complete picture of was so powerful and far
reaching, that some culprits like the murderers of Sithembile, somewhat escaped
their day of reckoning.

Chairperson you will hear through the testimony of these witnesses, a weird
story of the security police so hell bent and relentless in seeking to snipe out
the life of this young man, that when they eventually killed him, in his own
home, it was with such unprecedented savagery, such unprecedented brutally, that
even a seasoned and an enormously experienced pathologist, the late Dr Jonathan
Glackman, coming out of conducting a horrible post mortem, could only say to us
attorneys who were waiting, "Well this young man was shot, never stood a chance
of survival". Mrs Zonkwe in her own words will tell you how she hopes that the
Commission will provide an opportunity for her, not only to be heard, but also



for it to use its good offices in establishing the truth, in particular they
will want you to establish whose hidden hand it was that made his son's killers
kill with impunity, that made them licensed killers and still made it possible
for them, even to this day, to stalk the streets of this country as free men,
even to this day, Mr Chairperson.

Mrs Zokwe, I know your story is very long. Remember that we have agreed that if
you could tell your story it would take a few days. Is that so? I would request
that
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within five minutes, please you must not go beyond that, express how your life,
your married life, your children, especially Sithembile, that's the person in
question that we're here about, his life and struggle and then you must end up
on the day on which you learned about his death. Just five minutes and then
we'll ask some questions.

MRS ZOKWE: I want to put my appreciation to this Commission, I am Nonceba Zokwe,
a daughter from the Nogaka Family at Inymakwe. I went to school from Sub A to
higher primary until up to a teacher's certificate at Blyspoed. That is the
certificate I got. As time went on I went to work only at two places, and I met
an activist there called Spabalalla Zokwe. I met him, Commissioner, you'll bear
with me, I met with him there, it was during those difficult times of struggle,
government was oppressing the people. It was removing people from places to
places, that was the tendency of that oppressive government.

"Dumisa, I will ask you the permission to take out the name of that person when
you greeted as the father of my children", he would say, "the minute that I am
not in this house, I am a propagandist of human rights"

He would ride his horse every day morning till night. My husband was fighting
for human rights. We had children, the first one was Thobela, the second born
was Sibongile, Sithembile was the third and Sbusiso, the last one.

MR NTSEBEZA: Let us have a look at these children Mama. Ntobile Zokwe, was it a
boy called Trinity?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is a boy called Trinity. When he was in exile he was called
Tony.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it one of the people who escaped the attacks when people were
killed in Lesotho in 1982 in the
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so-called SADF raid where people in large numbers died?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes they were together in one room. If you could have looked
thoroughly at that picture, he survived alone and the two victims died. That was
my first son that one.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now what happened thereafter? He was in Lesotho, from there he went
straight to Zimbabwe?



MRS ZOKWE: Yes it's true.

MR NTSEBEZA: From Zimbabwe he went to Australia. Is he back now?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: After freedom?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now let's have a look at Sithembile, the one you are representing
today. Sithembile, he was also involved in the struggle?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it's so.

MR NTSEBEZA: He went into exile after passing his matric, he went to Botswana?
He came back from Botswana into South Africa. Did he come to you and said to
you, "Mum I'm fighting for the freedom of this land", and then he went again to
Lesotho, then Angola, then East Germany?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it's so.

MR NTSEBEZA: Your son disappeared, your second son, when did you hear that he
was back in the country?

MRS ZOKWE: His lawyers told me, that's where Dumisa Nsebeza was working, they
said, "Here is Sithembile, he was detained in Protea prison in Soweto".

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened thereafter? Did you go to Soweto?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes I went there.
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MR NTSEBEZA: You heard that he was arrested in Bophuthatswana.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes that public security told me every time when he addressed them he
would say, "You oppressors". And he said, "Mum I was arrested in Bophuthatswana,
and I was put into prison here in Soweto, tell my dear friends they will never
catch me in one state and take me into prison in another. They must either
charge me or release me." He just stood by that fact. He went further to say, "I
was raised up, every morning, every afternoon, my family was fighting for their
human rights, I want to destroy apartheid".

I had two sons with me from home.

MR NTSEBEZA: When did he leave to Umtata?

MRS ZOKWE: Well from there I asked to write a letter to the police commissioner,
so that they can charge Sithembile or release him. After receiving a reply,
there was a reply that he's been deported into Transkei.

MR NTSEBEZA: After deporting him to Transkei, did they just leave him there or
was he in prison?

MRS ZOKWE: He was in prison.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he released after you made some enquiries?



MRS ZOKWE: Now let's have a look at Sithembile after he arrived in 1985. It was
only two years from his departure in January 1988 that we are referring to
today.

MR NTSEBEZA: His stay, how was his stay at home with you.

MRS ZOKWE: He was working at the cellar, taking beer up and down. It was a
difficult thing to follow. He was going up and down, in and out the veld because
they were saying he's a communist who was born by a communist mother.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who was stating that and what were they asking him?
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MRS ZOKWE: They were asking him about the training that took place in Angola,
and in East Germany. They asked him everything and also about the origin and
asked him how did they get on to the struggle?

MR NTSEBEZA: It became clear at the time that when he went in and out of jail,
it was clear that something was going to happen to him, is that so?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: I'd like you to explain to the people and give an account of what
happened to him before this fateful day came. I want you to start from the time
when he was in Butterworth, where there was a combi with dark windows.

MRS ZOKWE: On a Saturday, he helped me to go and buy some groceries at
Butterworth. When he was conversing with the others next to the post office
there was this car with black tinted windows and he was taken along and detained
in Umtata Prison.

MR NTSEBEZA: If Sithembile was not there, with whom was he staying? Who stated
something to you which you have not yet said?

MRS ZOKWE: I believe that he could never have escaped this ...(indistinct).

MR NTSEBEZA: What did he say when Sithembile was taken away?

MRS ZOKWE: He said, "My colleague, please tell my mother that I've been taken
away".

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened again?

MRS ZOKWE: Thereafter he was released because there was nothing that he was
arrested for.

MR NTSEBEZA: What was the aim?

MRS ZOKWE: I believe that they wanted to kill him.
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MR NTSEBEZA: What is the second incident that you can give us an account about,
just state what happened?



MRS ZOKWE: This youth would never sit down without doing anything. He would say,
"I cannot stay even a half a day, he said he becomes blocked mentally", because
he doesn't want to say anything besides the struggle.

there was Miss Mquazima who was their director in the Ciskei agency. She is now
in Kingwilliamstown. She came to me now and said, she's employed.

The other day he came and told me that he was employed for the first time. After
a time I was given a company car and then I felt that I should pay this off so
that it could belong to him. It ended up unchanged and it still remained the
company car. On a certain weekend Sithembile was at home, his colleague Thamsha
Noncaba is not here. It came to notice that the car in which he was leaving was
covered by bullets, it was beyond repairs. This happened at Dadamba Village. It
was clear that the people were aiming to kill him.

MR NTSEBEZA: So the person who they were aiming at was Sithembile?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it was, because they thought it was him who was driving the car,
because they knew that he used to drive it.

MR NTSEBEZA: Let's hear the third incident or event.

MRS ZOKWE: Shortly thereafter, Sithembile was supposed to have come back from
his place of employment. He didn't come back as we expected. The only thing that
we could find was that on a Thursday he didn't come back. I was with Dumisa the
lawyer and there was a call from Chicken Lickin, it was from one of my
daughters, and told Themba that Sithembile is EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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in hospital and that he was injured by bullets. Fortunately, I went to the
hospital. I went to the company on a Monday because I had a premonition, because
I said I dreamed that this child of mine was looking into death's eyes, and I
think this was the second premonition on a Tuesday because I dreamed the same
dream again.

So I rushed to the police station at Umtata with Mr Vabasa. We went again to the
hospital and we were able to find a statement about him. After that Mr Stofile
came in. The police came in and we had already got a statement.

MR NTSEBEZA: Why was he there?

MRS ZOKWE: He was taken from a hotel, he was working with Nklosile Ncoba, his
friend, they were taken from the hotel. MR NTSEBEZA: Is that this time when he
was grabbed by Sergeant Solom?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is.

MR NTSEBEZA: He was at the security branch at the time?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes he was.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did he come to him armed with a revolver?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: They took him unceremoniously and they removed him and they killed
him over the river named Ngolo? They left him thinking that they killed him, is
that so?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so.



MR NTSEBEZA: Who picked him up or identified him?

MRS ZOKWE: I could say it was God and the birds.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened at that time? I know that you have a statement in
connection with this?

MRS ZOKWE: It just happened that coincidentally, after the struggle which was
taking place there, he stood up and he went there. He saw the people working on
the road, and when
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he was there, Mr Dlamini who was there, he came in and tried to help him. When
he was still busy this day, we were with the lawyers and then Dlamini came in
with a letter which I would never give to anybody. I will take it to court. This
letter was bloody and there was written, "My home is at Namakwe, my mother is
Maduma. When somebody gets my body, I should not be buried in the fields". It
was on the 7th of August.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it true that when he gave the statement, he says, when he was
taken from this car, one of took a machine gun and just shot him point blank?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so. He said he doesn't know how he was able to escape from
this.

MR NTSEBEZA: You know even the second time or the following time when he died,
there was a so called clerk man, and you were informed that there were wounds on
his head that were really the same as he was shot by Ncolo?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it's that way.

MR NTSEBEZA: Mrs Zokwe, we now proceed to the day in January 1988, that is on
the day when Sithembile was killed at his home by the police. Most of the story
that happened at your house, we'll hear the rest from your daughter. I want you
to relate to us now. Can you please start with the first day you met Sithembile,
tell the Commission the things you talked about the time you arrived at your
house. You were now being stopped, that you will never enter your house because
it was now occupied by the police.

MRS ZOKWE: On that day Truth Commission, I was from the wholesale, I met him
when he was on his way to town. He was together with my grandchildren. You know
he was putting them on his shoulders, there was one grand child of mine who EAST
LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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went with me together to town. This was the third time now, Commissioner, the
lawyers have hidden him somewhere, that as after the time I went to Angola. then
the lawyers said to me that I was not supposed to know where he was. You know
this child was troublesome, he also had this feeling that he wants to reach
home, he only came home after Christmas, this was now the first time. He saw me
and he gave me a hug, he said "mum, I thank God, because I wanted to speak to
you personally, I want to make a will, I want to write a letter that you really
brought me into this world, you gave me life and out of that I got education". I
want to thank the brain that he had, because after passing his standard 10, he
said, "My father was killed by apartheid when I was doing standard 10. Now today
if I thank you Mum, I put a crown on your head for helping me while I was in
hospital. Police thought there is nothing that I have, nothing left behind, then
you forced to take me, you took a risk and you wanted to show that you cared".



MR NTSEBEZA: Was it that time after he was shot by Gozo? Did he go to the brain
specialists in East London?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, the police didn't want to give him a visa to get out. Well it
was on that day and he said to me,"Mum these police are not going to save me. I
want to tell you something, Mum, please help me, don't disappoint me, accept
anything that will happen". He said, "Today these police are not going to save
me at all".

MR NTSEBEZA: Was it a message that they are going to kill him? Did he get out
everything that he wanted to tell you?

MRS ZOKWE: Well we departed with him and I said to him, wait for me in the house
because I want to deliver the groceries and then come back. That's why I was
looking for
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a girl who could help us. There was a Chicken Lickin outlet that I first went
to, there was also a daughter who was a manager at Chicken Lickin, they stopped
me and I asked them what's happening now? They said," Sithembile and Tamsanga,
have been picked up by the police"

I said," What time?" Sithembile and Tamsanga were together, they were together
at school, together in everything, trying to protect human rights, they were in
and out of cells together. He was preparing himself because he thought the
following day he would be employed and he would settle down. They went into the
hair saloon, that is where Noncolo told us everything that had happened.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is Noncolo, is he the person who was picked up by the police as
well?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, they pushed them ...(end of tape 12)

(start of tape 13)...Sithembile sat down and the police said to him, "Stand up,
we're in a hurry".

MR NTSEBEZA: Is that so.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes we remember that.

MR NTSEBEZA: He said while he was busy trying to stand up one of the policemen
pointed a gun at him?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, that's so. Noncolo ran out of this whole situation, and doesn't
know exactly happened thereafter but Noncolo saw them when they left together
with Schoolboy.

MR NTSEBEZA: Would you tell us what happened when you got back home?

MRS ZOKWE: My problem was that we were supposed together with my daughter in
law, to go and negotiate for the admission of her daughter at school. When I
went away from Buttterworth and I learned that they have been taken by the
police, I felt that I should take a U-turn and go to the
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police instead of going to where I was supposed to. When we went there, this
lady was not there, and then again I was concerned that she would be unable to



go for employment. When I waited there next to Tsomo, I waited there for a long
time. but I couldn't find, yet I was driving my car, I was alone. When I came
back, I saw a silhouette next to my house when I got to the gate. I saw also
that there were cars next to my place. When I got nearer there were two cars. In
my yard just next to the gate there was Mr Tjani who was the leader of the
apartheid regime. He was here on my premises. Yes he is a policeman, he is head
of the security branch. He said, "Here is this communist mother". I said,
"Tjani, I am the government here on these premises, I am the leader and he
said,"I am going to kill you." And I said, "The only pain that I know is that
when I give it back, and I jumped back over the wall and then I was arrested by
these people.

But the people were the members of the community. We struggled again, I again
jumped because I wanted to go in front of them. Mr Damoi was the one who was
here at my place.

MR NTSEBEZA: No you were going to tell me what happened thereafter.

MRS ZOKWE: No I jumped, and when I jumped, the community members grabbed me
again because I was heading forward towards the gun. When I looked around I saw
Gobeni and all this happened during the night and it was very dark and we
couldn't see exactly what was happening. My place was dark also.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened, because your house is electrified?
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MRS ZOKWE: So I had a generator and the police were controlling the child and
saying this generator should not be put on. The child who was operating the
generator was grabbed by the police and they said he mustn't.

MR NTSEBEZA: Didn't you hear anything about what had happened?

MRS ZOKWE: No I hadn't heard anything about my son at the time. The third time
when I was jumping the wall, I saw somebody, it was a van, we called them Vungu
at the time but it was a police van. I asked the child inside what the problem
was, why did you hide the information that my child is late. No the policeman
came and the child was handcuffed at the back. When they went back, I saw them
next to the kitchen, and it was not a few minutes before I heard the sound of a
revolver. I said, "I am hurt, because I knew that I had to close my son's eyes
because I couldn't do it".

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Damoi cried bitterly, because he gave an account of what
happened. He says he tried to ask this policeman what they're doing and the
people shoved him back and they went away with my son, just next to the kitchen
where they killed my son.

Tjani was again there, he said again, "I am going to get rid of you by killing
you!" Then I said, "You must do it quick!" Mr Mfaso was also the head of the
security and he was the best henchman at the time. He was a trusted henchman who
was transferred from Cambridge as he was known as he was the best to kill. He
was directed to Sithembile and then I wanted to take this bag which he was
carrying and throw it away, but when he came, the van reversed in my yard, it
trashed my gate and also the wall of my house and then it went over the wall and
it also went over the lawn
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and destroyed my flowers there. We stayed there and we could hear them moving



and there were sounds, terrible sounds around the house.

MR NTSEBEZA: Were you still hopeful that your child was still available.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, I was hopeful that he was still alive, that he was just being
arrested but I had this feeling that something terrible was happening to my son.
And the other thing that I could remember was that he said, "Mother, please
bear, you must endure whatever is going to take place". Zoli Lesangoni was the
other one who came here, who said, "You must not come. Mr Madikizela said I must
get away and break ties with Sithembile because he is dangerous".

MR NTSEBEZA: Madikizela, was he a policeman?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes he was a security police officer.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who was Zoli Lesangoni?

MRS ZOKWE: It was Sithembile's friend and he was also killed at the time.

MR NTSEBEZA: You know, we want to hear this very well, who was Zoli Lesangoni?
Did he come to your place and say, the police said, especially Madikizela, they
said, he must break ties with his friend because they know that Sithembile Zokwe
is going to die very soon and they said also, his days are numbered.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: I can understand and listen very well that Zoli Lesangoni was also
killed after they said, his days were numbered.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: At this moment they came in and this van came EAST LONDON HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

15 N.ZOKWE

into your yard. Did you get into your house?

MRS ZOKWE: Instead of coming in, Tjani was here with his squad, as head of this
brutality, I saw that this is beyond my powers. I said to him, "Between you and
me, you know very well that the truth will come out one day, you know very well
that it will happen". He said, "Your son is injured, you must go to the police",
and he went and boarded the car and I followed them in mine.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you know what time it was?

MRS ZOKWE: It was past twelve midnight. I went to the garage, I forgot
something, when I went to my car, Mluleki, my next door neighbour, jumped, this
Mr Damoi who witnessed the killing, he came in, we went to the garage together.
I came around again, we waited and waited and waited at home but I felt that we
should go and go to Mr Sangoni and check if our children are there, Sangoni and
my son Sithembile. When I got there Sangoni's wife was there and she said, Temba
was at Umtata. I told them that Temba is dead and I said they must inform the
lawyer, Dumisane.

When we went to the hospital, we went there and we were told that there was
nobody with that name. We went back again to Sangoni's place and I was informed
that I should talk top Zilindile. They told me to go back home. I said we want
to talk to the police. At my place I also have a policeman who is a lieutenant.
We knew that each time we have a problem we'll consult with this person.



MR NTSEBEZA: Are you referring to Lieutenant Zokwe?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes i'm referring to him because I wanted him to be aware of what was
happening, and then he said that he is coming in the morning and told me that he
has learned about what has happened.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Did you go back home?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes I did.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you go into the house in which Sithembile went to and in which
he was arrested?

MR NTSEBEZA: No I didn't go that same, I don't want to tell lies, I didn't go
the same day, there was something, I was weak and unable to do anything. The
people who were around me were giving me support and they tried to give me
whatever I needed. There was nobody to support me, because usually the community
traditionally supports the family when it's happening. I was with my
grandchildren.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did you go the following day?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes I did go the following day.

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you tell us what happened there, just shortly please, explain
what happened on that day.

MRS ZOKWE: The first time, there is a half door and then there's a passage. I
did not know what happened to the tiles, because there was supposed to be a
coffee table. But you could see that there was a struggle which had happened the
day before. We went to the passage. When we arrived there I could see a plastic
and I could see that there was some burning which has taken place there. When we
got inside, I could see it is where Sithembile and the other one were taken.I
could see that they were taken there in that room. There was wardrobe just
behind the door, there were also suitcases on top of this wardrobe, but when we
came in, all these suitcases were all on the floor and they had bullet holes.
There were two suitcases, they are still there. Everything was in tatters having
been destroyed by the bullets that were shot at the suitcases.

Underneath this wardrobe, as it was very close to the
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bed, there was what looked like blood. It was just a big dot and would need a
lot of water to be washed away. Now on the other side, there was a hole in the
concrete or just dust from the concrete. There was a leather jacket and a few
things in the wardrobe that I cannot remember any more in that wardrobe. They
were all burned close to ash. Now we entered into the house there were mugs
close to the door. I don't know why they were there. There was another spot on
the wall, you know the curtain is still there even today, it was really torn
apart. There's a built in wardrobe from the bathroom into the passage. There
were holes and holes, spots and spots, we don't know what really happened, even
the handles were broken.

MR NTSEBEZA: When you estimate, how many were there given in the report by the
people who were investigating this?



MRS ZOKWE: I have forgotten about the number of the bullet holes, but what I can
remember is that when the experts came in, they looked around and tried to see
any clues and we could find five bullet shells.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was it the bullets of the small revolvers or the big rifles?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it was bullets from rifles.

MR NTSEBEZA: There was a report from the doctor, we want to rush through now.

MRS ZOKWE: Can I please take a few minutes and say something? The lawyers came
in on the following day, Zaluba and Vabasa, they came in. One of the children
who was there cried a lot because he was there when this happened. He gave the
statement over. When we got there at the lawyers' offices, Schoolboy, in other
words Tamsanga, who was a friend to my son, cried bitterly and said, "I have
come".
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They said that he must come and explained what has happene

d, because he wanted to give an account of what has taken place because he
learned it from the people in the taxi.

The lawyers wanted to phone the security officers. Tamsanga was the one who was
called in by the security, so the lawyers said they must come and tell why they
wanted him. A statement was taken from the schoolboy, there was also a reporter
from one of the newspapers. the journalist took the schoolboy and they went to
my daughter at the hair saloon. At the same time there was a call from London,
and they were taking statements of what has happened, and that when he came back
this journalist, we could find that they have taken a lot of information from
us.

MR NTSEBEZA: Let's go back to where we started again. We want to hear what your
grandchild had witnessed on that fateful day. When did you see your late son?

MRS ZOKWE: I tried my best together with my lawyers that we should go and see
where the child was. The security officers were questioned by the lawyers about
this. The all denied knowledge of anything. They also said we must wait, when
they investigate they will find out what has happened. There was a prosecutor
who told us that there was a body which was found and at it was identified as
that of Sithembile. It was in the mortuary.

We went with my lawyers and family members to this mortuary and we saw and
identified him as being my son. the child was on a stretcher at the time, he was
all smiles in his death. The sermon which he used to preach to us, he would tell
us that, you must never crumble the apartheid when you are angry.

When I got there Sithembile's face was full of smiles,
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although he was dead. What i realised that part of the top of his shirt was torn
off. When we were still looking around there, we were trying to get information
from the security officers again, I noticed something on the right side of his



head and I realised that something was oozing from the wound. When I came
forward and tried to pull on this , it came out with part of the brain. The
person who was just behind me couldn't handle this and he broke down. You know I
was proud because I knew why my child had died.

MR NTSEBEZA: This hole which was on the right hand side, is it the one that was
referred to that when you looked you could see through this hole through the
head?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was this also confirmed by the doctor who made the diagnosis about
the child's death?

"It was apparently an exit wound in the middle of the dorsal,
low down on the left side of the head in the tember or cubical
region. Posterior and distal to the ear the ear there is a
lacerated wound in which many tiny bone fragments and brain
substance could be identified. This is related to a wound on
the right side, about 10 cm proximal and slightly anterior to
the right pinna. Probing these wounds, a definable track
through the brain was readily determined."

Mama Zokwe, yes we know that this story can be related and it would take days
and days trying to get what happened to your son. These people who killed
Sithembile, are they known.

MRS ZOKWE: Yes they are known.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who are they?
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MRS ZOKWE: It's Tjani and Kumengu.

MR NTSEBEZA: Were they arrested?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes they were arrested.

MR NTSEBEZA: What happened thereafter?

MRS ZOKWE: Something happened, some mystery Happened while they were in prison.
We were given an assurance that they will never be released. They will never be
bailed out. Not long thereafter, the policemen from my family Lieutenant Zokwe
has never set a foot at my house, I only saw him through the window walking
outside and he just sent a child into the shop to call me. This person never
washed his hands. Well he didn't want to come closer. I went to see him and I
greeted him and he said, "I'm here to tell you that the police have escaped".

MR NTSEBEZA: Are you referring to the two policemen who were to be charged? The
policemen who killed Sithembile?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes my son came to tell me that the police have escaped from the
cells. I cried and he repeated this time and time again, and I said to him,
"Thankyou very much. There is one thing that you didn't do, you buried this
child but you never washed your hands, what you should do is to take a dish and
wash your hands".

MR NTSEBEZA: What did he say?

MRS ZOKWE: He said, "The police escaped". And I asked him, "what did Holomisa



say?" Holomisa was now in charge. The investigative officer who was in charge
was killed, then this was taken by Holomisa and his government. He was now
laughing at me. Who was Holomisa after all to be involved in such difficult
cases?

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is this Kumengu actually? On the day of the coup d'etat, the
time Holomisa was taken off, was
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Kumengu one of those people?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Kumengu was one of those people, the same Kumengu who killed your
son?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Where is he now?

MRS ZOKWE: He is still alive.

MR NTSEBEZA: Well did he resign from work after they were forgiven for the coup?
What happened, did he confess to having taken part in killing your son?

MRS ZOKWE: No what happened, these are the two cases, two separate cases, a coup
d'etat case and the killing of Sibusisu. These are two different cases. He is
still free.

MR NTSEBEZA: In other words you are here today to tell us or ask that maybe, if
you can express your heartfelt feelings to this Commission, when should this
really stop, this thing of killing people and then going free? Would you like
the Commission to do something about that?

I will not ask any further questions from this witness, I will call the grand
daughter after lunch. Thank you Mama.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mrs Zokwe, where is Tjani, you mentioned two people,
Tjani and Kumengu.

MRS ZOKWE: I'm not quite sure what happened to Tjani, but Commission, I'd like
to mention that Tjani was also detained, but I do not know what happened
thereafter?

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Thank you very much. We have nothing to say further. We cannot
express oh but a thousand ...(indistinct) to tell the pain that is being born by
you as a family. Let us stand. We'll be coming back at two.

(end of side A of tape 13).
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(Side B starts but no record of swearing in of witness)

DR BORAINE: Mr Nsebeza, will guide you through your story of what happened on
that fateful day, thank you.



MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mandi are you going to speak English or
Xhosa? You must be very slow and your relaxed. The interpreters were complaining
that your mum was very fast. They tried their best but they couldn't. The other
thing is that she was speaking in a difficult tense. Now Mandi I am really
trying, I want to find out. Can you remember that day. I would like your heart
to be very quiet, your mother has already said everything that I think should
really be heard by this Commission, your's is just to explain. Can you please
explain the arrival of these people on that day? You have already indicated that
you are a grandchild to Mrs Zokwe.

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: You are from Namakwe, are you staying there at this moment?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: It was on a Monday, is that so?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: While you were sitting? If I am mistaken you must tell me that I
am. You were peeping through a window and you saw two cars, one of those cars
was a Cressida and the other one was a Sierra? You didn't see the number plates,
is that so?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: This Cressida was from Ncobo area, XB. Is Sithembile your uncle?
Did you see him on that day?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes I saw him. Yes he came out of one of those cars. He was
handcuffed with his hands at the back.
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Two policemen, there were many, but two of them escorted him into the house.
They were carrying rifles, all of them, and they were ready to start shooting
any time.

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you remember how many were there.

MS MANDI ZOKWE: The time I saw them there were four, but every time they would
come in numbers.

MR NTSEBEZA: You say they were armed, heavily armed?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: If you say he was handcuffed at the back, can you demonstrate to
this house how he was handcuffed?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes it was right at the back.

MR NTSEBEZA: They went into the house, where were you at that time?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: I was at the shop peeping through the window.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did they go into the house?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes they went into the house, people in the shop went outside. I



was alone in the shop.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did they buy the things they wanted to buy or were they going
outside to have a look?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: No they went outside because they realised the police were
heavily armed, so they went to see what was happening. They went out and left me
alone. But I didn't go out, I was used to the police, I wasn't even scared of
them because they would come every time they wanted to. They are killers, they
are dogs. I'm saying this because we used to call them by that name and I'm
still using the name, dogs.

Well I went out of the shop and I heard a gun shot. I tried to lock the house
but the second shot went off. There were policemen outside, guarding the house.
They were
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ready. At the time of the gunshot, they were looking around. They thought he
would come out running so that they can shoot him instantly. Well I left the
shop and I locked it, and I went to the next door neighbours, no people were
there. Well I waited there, gunshots went on and on and on. It wasn't only a
single gunshot, it was a series of them. It sounded like a machine gun, but they
didn't want anyone to come nearer to the yard.

I'm not going to say granny, I call my grandmum Pepi. During that time Pepi was
not at home. There were younger children at home.

MR NTSEBEZA: Did these people say anything to you?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: No they were not talking to anybody.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you remember the time?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: When they arrived it was about half past three. I think it was
in the evening half past five to six, Pepi came back from where she was, the
police were still at home and they didn't allow her to get into the house. So we
sat, all of us outside. I think I've indicated in my statement what clothes they
were wearing. I don't think if they can be put here now I can identify them,
because at the time I was very young, 14 years. This whole thing happened, she
wanted to hear what was happening. I went to start the generator and on my
return I used the front door.

The kitchen door was closed, but I could feel that there was a cold wind and I
went into the kitchen to close the door and from there I was walking down the
passage o the room, but I can't remember exactly what room, I was going to.

MR NTSEBEZA: Now tell me, Pepi's room is just opposite yours?
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MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes it's opposite mine. Well I went into my room and opened the
door. When opening the door everything was full of bullet holes. The bed that I
sleep on was full of blood, underneath and the wardrobe had fallen on the bed. I
didn't get in, I waited for Pepi because she was following the police.

The following day she woke up to find out his whereabouts. The police came back.
They wanted me to write the statement and they said I must go to the police
station. Well I left with them, they took the statement, that was he first time,



I never gave any oath for that statement, I don't know what was written in it, I
was still a minor and they made me write a statement without any older person
being with me.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who took you?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: To me it was just a game, this thing of writing a statement,
because that statement cannot be taken as I never gave any information to it.
While I was in town, Pepi arrived together with Mr Sangweni, to fetch us, and we
went to the funeral parlour, where they found him. They were told that he was
shot and his brain was damaged.

There were statements that appeared in the newspapers immediately after that
time. One of those statements appeared in a paper called Sunday Tribune. That
was on January 7 1988. The other statement was in the Daily Despatch on the 14th
of January 1988.

MR NTSEBEZA: I want to show you these statements. Can you please read only the
headlines? Start with the Daily Despatch. Do you know Gawe, he was the major
general at the police in Umtata?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes that's so.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Do you remember that the police tried to say to you that they
killed him because he blasted a bomb.

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes they said, they said this blast was a hand grenade.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was it not a surprise that a person can blast a bomb and come out
alive?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: That thing really surprised me, because I told them I'm the only
person who cleans the house, I never came to see anything that was surprising in
the house. The second thing that surprised me a lot, they said, he blasted a
handgrenade but I told them, the way I saw the damage caused by a handgrenade on
TV, it's a different thing from what I saw here. You can't mention that a
handgrenade was set off her and conditions still be in good order. I think it
was a plan that they derived.

MR NTSEBEZA: Aren't you surprised that he blasted a handgrenade, at the same
time his hands were handcuffed?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: This thing really surprised me.

MR NTSEBEZA: Were you not surprised that a handgrenade was set off and then they
survived without any hurt?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: I was really surprised.

MR NTSEBEZA: What does the heading say?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Man slain in hail of 55 bullets.

MR NTSEBEZA: I 'm sure you can remember that. It was the report of the doctor
who made the examination to the body of the late Sithembile?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: What picture do you have of your uncle? Do you still remember as a



person who was handcuffed.

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes I have that picture. I believe that when they came, I think
that they killed him cold bloodedly
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because he was handcuffed at the time. I cannot believe that there is a soldier
of the MK who could just be taken and just be placed there without being killed
by the police at the time.

MR NTSEBEZA: During your testimony, we would like you to make any appeal to the
Commissioner. What do feel could be the most important thing to you?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Firstly I'd like to find out who is the person who removed his
brain after shooting him and filled the skull with plastic and papers, and
secondly that person should state how he could do that horrible thing.

Secondly I would to find out if the police still have his photographs, I would
request them to bring them back.

Thirdly, in the statement you can see that it was reflected there was an
autobiography which he wrote himself, and they took it away, we would like that
somebody who has taken it to bring it because it doesn't belong to him. It is
our family's and his children's property.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is there anything else that you would like to request?

MS MANDI ZOKWE: Yes I would to know how the policemen could escape from the
cells? Again I would like to know. when they escaped, to whom they referred when
they said, they cannot be arrested alone. We would like that to be investigated.

Fifthly, I would like to know about the woman security officer and another mail
security officer who was found to have a tape recorder in her breast. We would
like to see and to borrow that tape recorder.

Lastly, probably, I will forgive, but I am certain I would never forget, because
our lives were destroyed. My
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grand mother Pepi's , her children, Sibele. But I believe that I'm still alive,
life will go on, I don't know, but again I would like to thank Dr Solombela,
because he is the one who took Pepi before the funeral and gave her the
treatment that she deserved because Pepi would be highly affected by the
atrocities which were done by the police. She was the person about which we were
to think that she was to follow our uncle.

The other thing that I would like to take place is, there is a child who is
Mandlhagazi, that child is Sithembile's daughter. He asked, there are people who
call her Zoleka, and there are others who say she is Mandhlagazi.

She wants to know what is her actual name, and today I would like her to know
that she is Mandlhagazi. She was known as Zoleka, because her father, when he
came back from Lesotho, we changed the name and we did not want her to know that
she is the same child, because we were afraid the police would do something to
her.

Lastly, I'm very proud of Pepi, I'm certain that those policemen who were brutal



to her can see that she is still alive. Their behaviour never affected her.
Thank you very much.

PANEL MEMBER: I don't have a question, but I want to say to Mrs Zokwe that you
have seen the condition that you were in, the time you were explaining the
conditions and the damage at your house and the body of your son. We've seen
everything and we are hopeless, but I must indicate that you power the way you
were behaving, I want to ask you, where did you get this strength, so that other
people as well may know that in times of trouble, there has to be strength?

MRS ZOKWE: I would like to say it depends on the way in
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which the person was brought up. My home was a traditional home. There were
eight boys and six girls at my home, we were all rich at the time.I have a
picture of what happened and I was affected by the way in which our culture has
been changed and become Westernised. Every time we used have a traditional meal
where you'd have the mixture of the mealies and sour milk, and we would share
this together. Unfortunately, when I got married, among my in-laws there were
people who would buy a bag of sweets, and everybody who passed this home would
get some sweets, everybody would share this bag, because nobody was regarded as
a stranger in this house. My in-laws were so kind and considerate, and this I
believe brought luck and good fortune in the family. Another thing, my husband
was the person who was very supportive, he was also a disciplinarian, he was a
moralist and I believe that he had influence on me. We had an example of the
brave people, the heros, the people who fell down as heros. When I saw this and
saw these models, I could see that I would get strength from those and if I
could see that those people could survive the struggle, I was also saying, if
they could survive it, then I can survive the struggle.

I would like to thank you, I know the sacrifices that I've been through, I've
endured and tolerated all the prosecution and the persecution that I was
receiving. All these atrocities gave me strength. I'm proud, very proud as a
woman, I would like to say I think it is my womanhood which brought this
strength. I'm brave because I'm looking at the models of other women. My mother
was an administrator, she was a manager in our home, and I was also looking up
at her as a model. She was also a very good model, that is the way in which I
was given support at home
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and I transferred this to my generation, and I believe that it would be
transferred from generation to generation. I think that tomorrow you'll have to
decide for yourself, who you are and what you will be tomorrow.

I've got my strength from this background that I'm telling you about. I'd like
to say, maybe I'm a bit irrelevant, but I'd like to say, I know, I could write a
book about my son. This is not even a quarter of what I've said, this narration
that I've given to you people, I would like to say the Commission should please
give me even if it is an hour to be able to express my feelings, to give a
narration of what happened again.

After I was widowed, it was a place for the policemen, they came day in and day
out, asking me petty questions and I could not answer some of them. When I was
at home the other day, I went to get stock for my shop. I have long reeds in my
yard, where I used to hide, they used there, I can quote many of them. I used to
hide them there in my reeds on my premises. When the doctor Silombela started to
suffer from arthritis, I said I cannot go to that home because I was expected to
go but I still said I'll never leave this place, I won't leave this place, will



go away and buy another house when my children come back. I know I've I've
rescued many of them, many children from Cape Town, from Johannesburg, at all
places where my children whose peer groups were coming from all places and they
got refuge at my place. I don't know whether I've answered your question. Thank
you.

ARCHBISHOP TUTU: Thank you very much both of you. I've said already before we
went for lunch that we are very grateful for what you've done for us.

-----------------------------------------

 

 

 



CHAIRPERSON: ...Deputy-Chairperson of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and a member of
the Human Right Committee. Dumisa Ntsebeza next to him, a member of the Human Rights Violations
Committee. He is a Commissioner and Head of our investigative unit. Next to him is Pumla Gobodo a
member of the Human Rights Violations Committee from the Western Cape. Next to her is Ntsiki Sandi, a
member of the Human Rights Violations Committee from the Eastern Cape region. Next to Ntsiki is
Yasmin Sooka, a Commissioner, she is Deputy-Chairperson of the Human Rights Violations Committee
and comes from Gauteng. Also not sitting at the table with us is Doctor Smangele Magwaza, a member of
the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee from KwaZulu-Natal and Free State region. Next to me here
is Reverend Bongani Finca, a Commissioner and convener of our regional office in this region of the
Eastern Cape based in East London. Tiny Maya, a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee
from this region and Mcebisi Xundu, a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee from this
region. We warmly welcome you in this second meeting of the Human Rights Violations Committee in
this region of the Eastern Cape. We welcome you all to these hearings of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

 

 

This is now the second in the series of hearings planned by the Commission. ...to this the second in the
second series of Human Rights Violations hearings. We want to particularly welcome the witnesses and
their families. I want to express on behalf of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission our appreciation to
the Mayor, Mr and Mrs Faku and the people of this city for your welcome and hospitality. Thank you for
the reception that you held for the Commission last night, Mr Mayor. We are grateful too for the use of
facilities that you have placed at our disposal, of your office and those of the office of your Town Clerk,
the traffic police and most of all we thank you that we will not have to pay for this hall. Port Elizabeth, out
of their enormous generosity and their huge budget, they are ready to pay for this.

APPLAUSE

We also want to say thank you to the police for providing the security. We know it is all going to go very
well and we are thanking you in anticipation. Thank you very much Commissioner and your staff.

APPLAUSE

Thank you too to the translators who will be helping us during this session and the people responsible for
the transcriptions. I want, as the Chairperson, to express my appreciation to Reverend Bongani Finca and
all of his colleagues, the Committee members in this region, the Regional Co-ordinator, Reverend Vido,
the staff, all the briefers and statement takers, you are doing a splendid job of work. We also want to say
thank you to those whom we do not see, who are the backroom boys and girls in the office, the
administrative staff. We are enormously grateful to them for the very hard work that they do.

 

I do want to say that we have a slight distress. One of our Committee members, June Creichton, had to
resign because of ill health. We want to place on record our deep appreciation and esteem of her for all the
work that she has done even before she was appointed to the Commission. We want to assure her of our



love and our prayers. I do ask us to give a warm hand to June in her absence.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: I express too my appreciation and that of the Commission to the media who have been
doing a splendid job in publishing the Commission and especially these hearings and the different kinds of
hearings that are taking place in Phokeng in Rustenburg of the Amnesty Committee. We do want to let
them know that we appreciate the role that they are playing.

 

 

 

 

It is a role that is contributing to the process of healing in our land as they tell the incredible story of the
quite remarkable generosity of spirit, the nobility of spirit of those who defied the remarkable suffering
that they have experienced are ready to forgive as long as they can know the truth, as long as they can
know who were the perpetrators.

 

We give thanks too for the SABC for its radio coverage which is happening all the time and the SABC TV
for having been, up to this point, so wonderfully sensitive in the way that they have reported what has been
taking place on television. I do want to underline that the Commission, through these hearings, must by
now have demonstrated its evenhandedness in the representativeness of the witness who come to testify.
Those who have decided ahead of any evidence whatsoever that the Commission was going to be biased in
favour of one or other political party must admit that this has not been the case. You will see even here the
witnesses that are coming to testify will be coming from a broad range of political groupings.

 

We believe too, from the testimony of various people through letters, etcetera, that indeed a healing is
beginning to take place in our country. To that extent the Commission is beginning to fulfill the mandate it
is given by the Act to promote national unity and reconciliation.

These hearings are, as it were a victim driven, we seek to give a forum to people who in the past have not
been able to tell their story. That is the main purpose of these hearings, that the stories must be told, that
we must be able to uncover the truth about our dark past.

 

We will not make a finding at the end of this hearing. This is something that is going to happen a great
deal later when the Commission will decide whether those who have testified qualify to be declared
victims in the understanding of the Act. People will be speaking under oath. We therefore believe that they
will be telling us the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. If someone should be proved to have



misled the Commission deliberately then they must know that they will be guilty of the same offence as
would have been the case if they had done that in a court of law. This is not a court of law, but we expect
all of you to conduct yourselves with dignity. The dignity that is appropriate for listening to some of the
harrowing, the sad, the painful stories that we will be hearing. I do not want to be able to invoke the
powers that are vested in the Chairperson or the Presiding Commissioner in terms of the Act. If it were to
become necessary to do so in order to maintain the dignity and decorum of the proceedings then we will
want to do so. I now call on the deputy..., to Reverend Finca, oh no, you wanted to do something else.

Rev B FINCA: Chairperson, thank you very much. I do wish to say a short word of welcome to yourself,
the Deputy-Chairperson, Dumisa, Pumla, Smangele and Yasmine, who are visiting Commissioners and
Committee members on our hearings. Although we are indeed very adequate we can sit on a hearing on
our own. There is no doubt about that. We are indeed thrilled that you have joined us and there is a sense
in which you bring a special dimension of dignity and grace to our hearings. On behalf of the region we
would like to say thank you that you have come and you are participating with us.

 

Chairperson, I report that the Eastern Cape region have received applications from the following persons
who wish to present their statements before the Human Rights Violations Committee of the TRC. The
applications as you can see come from the Port Elizabeth area, Uitenhage and Addo. I report, Chairperson,
that some applications made written statements which were presented to us before the hearing and where
they implicate persons. In their written statements we have taken action as much as it is possible to us to
inform the alleged perpetrators. Others, Chairperson, have decided not to give us written statements as you
will see from the documentation that is before you. They have decided that they will make their statements
when they appear before the Committee.

I read the witnesses who are going to come before the Commission today in the order in which they
appear:

1. Mr Mono Badela - The nature of violation is abduction, attempted murder, severe ill-
treatment. The person affected is himself. The person who will be leading questions from the
Commission is Mr Sandi.

2. Mr Sizani Madlavu - The nature of violation is murder. Person affected is Ngangelizwe
Madlavu, the son of the witness. The person who will be leading questions from the side of the
Commission is Tiny Maya.

3. Mr Mlandeli Notho Guntu - The nature of violation is attempted murder. The person
affected is Mr Guntu himself. The person leading the witness is Reverend Mcebisi Xundu.

4. Mrs Nombuzo Kinikini - The nature of violation is murder of her husband and four sons.
Persons affected is her husband, Tamsanqa, and her four sons, Silumko, Luvuyo, Qondile,
Jelimesi Kinikini. We have requested Ms Gobodo to lead the witness.

5. Mr Dennis Neer - The nature of violation is torture in detention. The person affected is
himself. Tiny Maya will lead questions of behalf of the Commission.



 

 

6. Mrs Bekaphi Gladys Maqolo - The nature of violation is severe ill-treatment. The person
affected is Mbuyiselo Nomarashia Maqholo. The person who will lead the witness is Mr Ntsiki
Sandi.

7. Mrs Nokuzola Carol-Anne Fulani - The nature of violation is the murder of her husband.
The person affected is Aubrey Jacob Fulani. I will be leading the witness.

8. Mrs Nohle Anna Nika Jonas - The nature of violation is the disappearance of her three
sons. The persons affected is Thembinkosi, Vusumzi and Sabelo, her three sons. Mcebisi is
leading that witness.

9. Mr Wandile Appolis - The nature of violation is attempted murder. The person affected is
Wandile himself. The person leading the witness is Tiny Maya.

10. Mr Gungqile Epson Banda - The nature of violation is torture in detention and attempted
murder. The person affected is Mr Banda himself. Dumisa Ntsebeza will be leading the witness.

That is the order for today, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

 

Rev B FINCA: Chairperson, before I call the first witness I would like to say that the headphones that
some of you are using must please not be removed from the hall. They need to be charged so that they will
be of no use to anyone if they are taken away. They do cost a lot of money. We would be very gratetful if
they are left in the seats.

 

The second announcement is that if you are in possession of a cellphone, please switch that phone off now
as it can be very disturbing particularly for the witnesses. Thank you very much for your co-operation.

 

Chairperson, I call, as the first witness, Mr Mono Badela and ask him to please come forward. Most of the
evidence is going to be led in Xhosa. So those of you who are Xhosa speaking will not require the
headphones. I will be greatful if you would be generous towards those who do not understand or cannot
follow Xhosa. Obviously the language that the witness uses is the language of his or her choice.

 

Mr Badela, my first word to you must be one of very warm welcome. We are very glad that you have
agreed to come and testify before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.



 

 

Mr MONO BADELA D.S.S.

(?): Mr Badela, you are an experienced journalist so you perhaps do not feel too nervous. This is the first
witness of the opening day and it can be a little worrying sometimes. I hope you will feel very relaxed and
know that you are amongst friends. The story that you have to tell goes back a very long way. You have
been very highly involved in the shift from repression to democracy during which time you have known
harassment, abduction, attempted murder and severe ill-treatment. That is the story that you have come to
tell the Commission. In order to assist you in the telling of that story, as we do for all witnesses, we are
going to ask Mr Sandi to lead you on this case. I hand over to him now. Thank you.

Mr N SANDI: Let me first greet Mr Badela.

WITNESS: I greet you too, sir.

Mr N SANDI: The woman sitting next to you, is she your wife?

WITNESS: The woman next to me is Cikizwa. She is the only sister that I have. She is here in the place of
my wife, NomaIndia Badela, who is not here who felt that she cannot come here and see the re-living of
the pathetic stories. So I asked my sister yesterday to come and sit here next to me so that we can be able
to go through all the things I had to go through because she was also the witness.

 

Mr N SANDI: You have made a request here to the Commission to be here to give your statement for
your abduction and attempted murder and other tortures that you have gone through. Is that so, Mr Badela?

WITNESS: Yes, that is so. I am going to express everything that happened since 1963 up to now.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, you did not give a written statement to us. Is it not?

WITNESS: Yes, it is true. I did not make an application to come here, but I do accept the existence of this
Commission. I welcome it wholeheartedly. It is very good for us especially the ones who were in the
struggle.

Mr N SANDI: When I look at the documents in front of us, the documents that you gave us, as the
Commission, there is what is called "biography". Is that what you gave us? Anything else other than this
biography?

WITNESS: I only gave you my biography. It was in the book that was published in America, in a book by
Tim Lodge. I can show you the book. Here is the book. The title is "Update South African Time Running
Out". This book was written before 1990.

 



 

 

Before we go into the details of the way you grew up where you were born and where you got your
education I would like you to give us a short picture, so when we talk about Mono Badela we must know
whom we are talking about. When I look at this biography you said there is only one Mono, everybody
knows Mono. Even now I am still asking, is there any other Mono in South Africa?

WITNESS: There is no one else who can call himself Mono in South Africa. That person has been named
after me.

APPLAUSE

Mr N SANDI: I did not allow you to applaud. They like you. But then let us please note that we want this
to be as dignified as possible.

WITNESS: I will try and do so, Honourable priest.

Mr N SANDI: When you go ahead, Mr Badela, we are going to start this vehicle moving now. Just speak
spontaneously. Just go on and tell us where you were born. Who were your parents. Where you got your
education.

WITNESS: I was born here in Port Elizabeth. I grew up here. I got my education here. My mother is well
known. Most people know her. She was working at Denfers. She was also working at Gen Ken's Union. I
got this talent and the ability to go through the struggle, I sucked it from her. This originates in 1967. I
grew up here. I went to school at Newell High School under Mr Moliswe.

That is how I started to get to know about politics. I was also part of the union. Then I went to Fort Hare.

While I was here in Port Elizabeth I saw political movements. I watched everything during the bus
boycotts. I was new in this political struggles. I started these right from the beginning. It originated in
1957. I was part of the delegation that went to Cape Town. That time I was still wearing short pants. That
was the first time I had a clash with the police. We were arrested by the police. We were trying to hide
from the police but we were arrested. We were delegates from Fort Hare when we got arrested.

 

...Extension of Bantu Education to Fort Hare 1955. The result was I was not allowed to continue the
following year to do my UED, I wanted to be a lawyer, because I could not go back to Fort Hare. I
accepted all that because it was not me who wanted this. It was God who wanted all this to happen. We did
not have money at home. ... this scholarship. So I worked for them as a recreation officer though I wanted
to do law. I was compelled. I opened a club called "Patapata" for the youth. This club was at Hoza. From
Hoza I came here to Centenary. This was all for the youth which I was part of.

Mr N SANDI: I would like to interrupt you there, Mr Badela. Can you please keep it in Xhosa. Could you
please speak Xhosa only.



WITNESS: Thank you, Chairperson, I am going to try and speak Xhosa only. It is difficult because
sometimes you just put in an English adjective here and there. You will please forgive me. I worked at the
Council. I was still here. I opened this particular hall. I was woken up on the 6 April in the morning by a
prosecutor, a very tough gentleman. He said "Kiss your wife, kiss your child". Brenda was still very small
then. They said to me: "You are going to see them now after a long time. You are going away". That is
how I got arrested. Only to find that I was arrested for Poqo, something which is very funny to me because
I once attended a meeting of the PAC, chaired by Reverend Matthews. It was just here. I was arrested for
Poqo, together with my friend, Dwesi, who was with me in the Council, also Mr Ngesi. We were three in
that cell. We were in this smelly cell, but I accepted that because wherever I go I know that whatever I do,
wherever I am, it is God who put me there. I told myself to stay here even if I know that I am not Poqo I
must just stay here and accept the situation.

 

 

 

From Walmer where we were kept we went to Royo. That is where we stayed for a very long time. We
were arrested under the 90 days detention. Now we had our own cells. Each in his own cell. From Royo
we went to Graaff-Reinet. I was told that I belong to an organisation called "Pan African Congress". I
knew that was not so. I was angry because I knew my own organisation and I am sure even the other
people outside knew that this is not so. They knew that I was going to get out because I am not a Pan
Africanist. We stayed there for a long time until I was called to testify. There were a lot of people from
Port Elizabeth there, people whom we were arrested with, people from the PAC. They did not say to these
people that: "No, this one does not belong to us. Let him free". I was let free only on the last day. Mr
Tsotsobe said: "No, this one is not from the PAC. He can be released". That happened after I stayed for
four months, which was in July. It means I stayed there from April to July. I was told that I was in a
meeting with other kids who were doing Std 4. I am sure you know Mr Jungle Lubisi who was there.

Mr N SANDI: I am sure, Mr Badela, your history is quite long. If one asks for all of it, the sun will set.
Even tomorrow the sun will set, trying to listen to your history. If somebody wants to know your history I
think they should get your book. Mr Badela, let me ask you. What are you doing right now?

WITNESS: I am a journalist. I am based at Bisho as a director of Communication, but I still take myself
as a journalist. I am a journalist. Mr N SANDI: Where do you work right now?

WITNESS: I am working at Bisho. Just to give you a short story of that. I went back again during 1982 to
the prison. Myself and Thozamile Botha, we opened PEPCO. Again I was regarded as a bad person to
these men who are now dead. I do not know if they are still alive. I was detained in 1980 because I used to
write quite a lot about the people, especially the Port Elizabeth people. That was not liked by the security
branch. I used to write about lost people, people who just disappeared. I used to talk about everything.

 

When I was a journalist at Walmer we had a meeting in one of the halls in Walmer. I still called the
Sunday Post, telling them about the story, then somebody pat on my shoulder saying, when I said the white



men, I saw that it was a security man. He said: "We have been looking for you for a long time". That is
how I was arrested. Only to find out that Thozamile Botha was also arrested and Tshume was also arrested.
We were five. I was kept in Kirkwood. Nobody knew where I was until February 1980. I was arrested
under Section 6 which was the Terrorism Act.

 

We were released after two months. Then we were given a banning order of house arrest. I had to stay at
home between 06h00 and 18h00. After 18h00 on a Friday I had to remain indoors until 06h00 on Monday,
especially when there were meeting of PEPCO. Here in the Centenary I was also watched just to see if I
am not out yet. I tried to endure that situation. Even if I was going to the shop I was watched. If you buy
something over the counter you would find that there is a policeman next to you. I can give you the names
of these people. If the house wants the names I will give the names.

 

Thozamile Botha left after two months, but I remained. I told myself that this is my home. I was busy with
a quarry at that time. I would meet people, one or two. We were not allowed to have a meeting of three
because that will be a crime. I remember when Monde Mdishu was found in the house I was sentenced to
two months, but I won on appeal when the Banning Order ended 1983. Peter Qobose said to me I must go
to Johannesburg.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, let us come closer now to today. Could you please tell the Commission. What
was the reason for you to leave Port Elizabeth to go to Johannesburg?

 

 

WITNESS: During 1984 I discovered that I am a very big enemy of the security police. I was hand-
cuffed. I was put in a cell in the Sanlam Building with my daughter. My little daughter and I were kept in a
cell at Jeffrey's Bay under the Internal Security Act. I am now drinking Madiba's water.

During December 1984 when I was released I could see that there was unrest in Port Elizabeth, but I did
not understand what was going on at that time. It was really bad. People were hunted like rabbits. People
were shot at. Especially at night you would find that there was a bus full of police just shooting at people at
random.

 

I was called by Mr Kobese only to find that his brother has been burnt in his house. Seeing him burnt like
that was quite a terrible experience for me. It was very difficult even to bury him. The whole Kobese
family was arrested. We had to stop the funeral because the whole family was detained.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, it looks like you were abducted as well. Could you please tell us what
happened?

WITNESS: ...at midnight at home by members of the Azanian Peoples Congress who apparently, as at the



time when there was conflict with the members of the UDF, those men said they were sent by Maqhina.
Maqhina said I was wanted in the court. They left my windows shut. Everybody got out their houses. They
thought I was going to be slaughtered now. I left with them. I just followed them like a sheep.

 

When I got to Maqhina's place it was full of people. I simply thought that they were from AZAPO. They
were stabbing me on my head. It was swollen at that time. They told each other that they have arrested the
big dog. There were four other young men who were covered with shirts. Maqhina said: "Yes...

PART OF EVIDENCE NOT RECORDED DUE TO CHANGING ON TAPE.

WITNESS: I was interrogated by these members of AZAPO. There was a certain Mr Ngcobo Nguna who
was a big official of Maqhina. He said to me... At that time I was bleeding when they said I must
demonstrate what toyi-toyi is. I had to demonstrate just like this.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, if I hear you correctly, when you say there is also an attempted murder case.

WITNESS: Yes, it was attempted murder because even at the time they were poking me with knives.
Maqhina even said: "Take him, put him in the van. Let us take him to Kleinskool and necklace him."

 

 

They put me in the same van when they took me from my home. There was a big tyre in this van. I made
the big tyre my pillow. At that time I knew that this was my necklace. Maqhina's people were divided into
two. Some of the members of AZAPO said: "No, we did not bring this person here to kill him. We called
him as a UDF person to come and tell the UDF not to disrupt our platform and our meetings". At that time
there was a meeting at Dan Qeqe on a Saturday where a certain Mr Leon, that man over there, he said: "Go
and tell them. This is why we brought him here. Not to kill him". I had already given up by that time
because with me on my the left hand right there were these two AZAPO men poking me with knives,
calling me "you dog, we have you today". I stayed there up to 18h00 and when I arrived there it was
14h00. They went to work in the morning. At home my family had already called other people and then
the UDF made a rally.

Mr N SANDI: To conclude, Mr Badela, what you are telling the Commission now is, are you making a
certain request by all this report?

WITNESS: My request is that I was only given one notice. They said: "If you are not doing this you are
coming back". Then I was thrown in at Kei Dol. From there I had to walk home to Limba. I am trying to
show you that when this happened it was not just Maqhina who did this. He was being used. I can prove
this to you that Maqhina was under certain instructions. It was not AZAPO who did this.

It was only AZAPO that was abused. He was a PAC at Walmer and some Africans from Uitenhage.

 



When my house was burnt down it dawned to me that Maqhina was not alone in this. He was being used
by certain organisations, from the security, SADF, police. I am trying to prove to you now that there are
documents that I can give to you.

 

When the second inquest of Goniwe was made I was called to the Legal Resources Centre. He said to me:
"Read these documents". ... entire establishment that wanted to do away with you.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, could you please take out all those documents that you are talking about?

WITNESS: Here are the documents that Mr Vogels gave me in 1994. They are in Afrikaans. If you can
read these documents, Chairperson, they tell you explicitly how Maqhina explained to a committee on
these army generals including Joseph van der Westhuizen who gave the order that Mr Goniwe must be
removed from the S for good. That document will show you that. I have more documents here with me for
the Commissioners to read.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Mono Badela, you gave yourself a chance to read all these documents, but we as the
panel did not get a chance to read these documents.

WITNESS: This is the first time I am bringing these to you. I cannot read Afrikaans, but Mr Viegels took
time to explain to me in each paragraph. He explained to me: "Here are the names of the security,
Brigadier Hale Swartz, Brigadier A van der Merwe...

Mr N SANDI: Mr Badela, the Commission is going to take a look at these documents that you have given
us. Like I said, we did not have a chance to read to these documents, but now we are going to go through
them just to see what is in them.

WITNESS: Sir, I want the people from Port Elizabeth to know the names in these documents. Du Plessis,
Snyman, those are the people who were torturing me in prison.

CHAIRPERSON: When the Commission gives a report again that report will be handed to the President
who will then be tabling it in Parliament, make it available to the people of South Africa. The things
written in these documents will be known by everybody, the people of the whole of the Republic of South
Africa.

WITNESS: I thank you very much. Thank you very much, sir. These documents, I saw an article from the
Daily Dispatch which collaborates with what is here, written by Ms Flanagan.

I know her very well. She is a very good reporter.

CHAIRPERSON: Sir, in order for us to be able to deal with everything that you are giving us now, it will
form part of our record. We did not get a chance to these records. Give us a chance to go through these
records. Just hand in all those documents that you have so that we can go through them.

Mr N SANDI: ... Mr Badela, so that if they have any questions they can ask you. Before I do that I will
hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you very much for your report.



WITNESS: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions that you want to ask? Yasmine Sooka?

Ms J SUKA: Mr Badela, you talk about the fact that the State was involved in the UDF/AZAPO conflict.
Could you tell us a little bit more about why you are actually making that allegation?

WITNESS: I am going to explain it briefly. Since the violence in Uitenhage when somebody was shot on
the 25 March 1985, when those people were buried it looks as far as I know as a journalist, those deaths
were not accidents. Some people were not allowed to participate in this funeral. Young members of the
UDF, especially Xhosa people, were not given a chance to participate in these.

 

That is where the conflict started. According to my view this conflict was started by a certain force, just
like these documents that I have supplied to you now, were proof. It was not just AZAPO who was doing
this. AZAPO was just an instrument of the State. It was the State that was behind all this conflict, between
AZAPO and the UDF.

 

Now this conflict spread out and many people were involved. People like Hashe, Godolozi, disappeared on
the 8 May and I was abducted on the 5 May. In other words, when I was in this police van, when, just
before I was almost necklaced, I was going to be one of the first ones to be killed. These people
disappeared three days after I was abducted. Even now nobody knows where they are. I published the
disappearance of Godolozi. That was my job.

Ms J SUKA: Also tell me, I noticed from the article that appeared on you that you say you witnessed the
necklacing of Mr Kinikini.

WITNESS: Like I said to you, when I got out of jail in 1984 I went to Uitenhage. I saw the death of
Kobese, the junior, he was burnt. People were blaming Kinikini saying he was behind all these. I was to
attend a certain funeral in Uitenhage. It was really terrible at that time at Uitenhage. I remember there was
a journalist from great Britain. I put him in the boot then I went through the roadblock together with that
man from Uitenhage. They took this man and put him in the police van.

He was a member of the Queens Park. He used to wear one of those hats from the Queen and that is how
we got in.

 

Before I went to this funeral I went to Mrs Kinikini's house. She said: "Here is Mono Badela. We know he
is a journalist". She called me into his house and said: "Do you remember mama"? She said: "My son,
come in. It has been a long time we have been talking to this man telling him to stop the Community
Council". We asked them to resign. They pleaded with me saying: "Please, go to this funeral, tell Kobese
that this man next to me wants to resign". He said that there were financial affairs that he still had to fix.
She said: "Go to Kobese and tell them". I want to tell everybody about what happened, but he dodged me.
I could not find him at the funeral. They said: "Give me a chance to tie down my financial affairs". I



simply thought that he was intending to leave Uitenhage. Kobese told him to resign now. People were
disappearing, people were dying in Uitenhage. People did not know what happened to their families. I
remember I went to hide in a church because of the shootings.

CHAIRPERSON: Sir, it looks like you have many details. Could you please just give us brief answers
that you were asked just now? What happened?

 

WITNESS: There was a funeral in Uitenhage. It was a real bad day in Uitenhage. When you come from
Port Elizabeth you could see how bad it was. It was that Kinikini who was surrounded. I never saw anyone
so sad like I saw somebody in Uitenhage. They took Kinikini, they were stabbing him and after that he was
necklaced. I watched that. I even took photos. Those photos appeared in the City Press. There was little
pieces of Kinikini. He was in four pieces, the chest and other parts of his body and his sons as well. It was
really bad.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

Rev B FINCA: Chairperson, I would like to pose a question to Mr Badela. I know that he is satisfying as a
victim in his own right, but I would like to raise a question to you as a journalist. There was a perception,
and I think it was a general perception at the time, that the human rights violations in the Port
Elizabeth/Uitenhage area was as a result of black on black violence and conflict. You have just said to us
that there is a dimension which was not being reflected. What role did the press in general play in exposing
or suppressing the truth of what was happening at the time? Our task as the Commission is to find out the
truth. I would like you to give us your perception on that particular issue.

 

 

WITNESS: Reverend, ... exactly what was taking place in the Eastern Cape. How the police were
terrorising communities, especially the youth, how the police were disrupting funerals. At one stage we
found at Veeplaas soldiers lying on their stomachs. I portrayed all that. I covered the disappearance of
Goniwe, when I was in Johannesburg. I portrayed these things. That is why it was decided I must be done
away with. I think, (XHOSA) the real issues in the Eastern Cape.

 

At one stage I was in Cradock. People in Cradock will tell you this. At the ring of a telephone we would be
there as reporters to report whatever was going on. I was their pillar as a reporter. I would report
everything. I hope I have answered your question.

Rev B FINCA: I was not asking you personally. I think your record of reporting on those issues are well
known in Port Elizabeth. I was asking about the press in general. Do you feel that the press played its role
in reporting fairly and adequately of what was happening at the time?

WITNESS: It depends what kind of press it is. The approach may not be the same story. I may not write
the same story as my sister next to me here. The reason why I joined City Press is because it was led by



Percy Qoboza. Even today you can buy a newspaper and stories will be written in various ways. Thank
you.

Ms P Gobodo: Thank you, Chairperson. Could you please, sir, just try. There is something which I would
like you to explain to me specifically. Could you please emphasise on it. You have already told us a lot of
things about you, but just please explain to us about something you have told us. You said to us that
Maqhina was doing this on his own. He was doing it under the influence of the State police. I do not want
us to leave it there hanging like that. Could you please tell us why do you think that Maqhina was not
working alone? Why do you think he was working under the State police? On which evidence do you tell
us this?

WITNESS: Lady, let me tell you this. At that time people were disappearing. People were furious. I am
telling you this, you are going to understand now. People were telling me that they were going to
Maqhina's place and all the way to Maqhina you will find that here at Stanton Road there are Kaffers and
you will find "buffels" on the sides of the road. They were protecting Maqhina. Even the little path that
goes to Maqhina's place, you would find two "buffels" of soldiers guarding Maqhina's place. That is why I
am giving you all these documentation that Maqhina was part of a military conspiracy. ... as high up in the
resistance against apartheid.

 

 

If you can read through those documents you will get all the answers. It tells you the plans, even how he
destroyed my house. How Maqhina said there are only five people who had to be eliminated. He said: "I
want their heads to roll. If they do not roll there will always be violence in Port Elizabeth". All that are in
those documents.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, sir, for the details you have given us and the statement you have
given us. We are going to use all these when we are trying to find the truth at last. Thank you very much.

WITNESS: Sir, I am not through with my report yet. These things must be known. Fair, I left Port
Elizabeth, I went to Johannesburg. When I got to Johannesburg it was during the same year in November.
The reason why I am here, I want to tell you something.

CHAIRPERSON: I am sorry, sir, please just hold on. ...documents because we, no Tata, I think we have
given you... No, hold on a minute.

WITNESS: This is a 'casper' that crushed my car.

INTERPRETER: Ladies and gentlemen, I am sorry the microphone is off.

WITNESS: Sir, I am sorry to do this to you, but I must show you these things. This is the 'casper' that
crushed my car. This thing happened to me in Soweto. A 'casper' came to me and tried to crush me. It
came to me. My wife was admitted at Baragwanath Hospital.

 



 

If you do not want me to say the things that I want to say now, why am I here in this Commission? I
suffered. If you did not suffer, I suffered. I was nearly killed by the 'casper'. Here is the picture. It is the
same 'casper' that got Molly Blackburn. I was on the right side of the road. It was a ploy. I do not know
what I meant to this case.

CHAIRPERSON: I have given you an hour in which you have made your presentation. We are saying,
hand in, which you have done, without elaboration. All of this is going to be part of the record of the
Commission. We have given you ample time which we do want to give to as many people as possible for
them to be able to tell their story. The documentation is illustrative. It is not to say we did not want to hear
all the things. We have heard it and you have handed in this article which covers most of your experience.
Thank you.

WITNESS: Thank you, Honourable priest for giving me the chance.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. Like I said before, even though we are not a court, it is important for us
to give the people a chance to give their statements. They must be given a fair chance. When I say order I
must not repeat that. If I had said it once, you are not children. I know you are people who can take care of
yourselves well. Let us not disgrace ourselves here now. If I say order once, that should be enough. Thank
you.

(?): Chairperson, I call the next witness, Mr Sizani Madlavu and will ask him to please come forward. Mr
Madlavu, would you please make sure you have the headphones on. Thank you very much. Could I say to
the briefer, please put the lights on and leave it on because that is an overriding microphone. You do not
have to put it on and off. Just to help the witness to be as relaxed as possible. Mr Madlavu, the person
sitting next to you is he a friend or related to you?

WITNESS: Yes, he is my son.

(?): We welcome him as well very warmly. Thank you very much indeed. May I say to you both a very
warm welcome. Mr Madlavu, you are coming with a very heavy story, a story of the death and the killing
of your son in 1987 in the midst of great turmoil and chaos in Uitenhage and in Eastern Cape in general.
We understand that it causes you very much pain. We hope that you will feel very free because this is your
chance to tell your own story exactly how you know it. In order to assist you we are going to ask one of
our fellow committee members to lead you.

Mr SIZANI MADLAVU D.S.S.

WITNESS: I am also going to ask him to be forgiven because I am hurting inside.

 

 

(?): We understand and we care about you very much. Ms Tiny Maya is going to take over from me now



to help you tell that very sad story. Thank you.

Ms T MAYA: Mr Madlavu, greetings to you. I would like, sir, before we start, please tell us about
yourself, especially your son, Ngangelizwe. Just tell us who he was.

WITNESS: My son's name is Ngangelizwe. I am going to start talking about him. When this chaos started
it was obvious that we were not going to be happy at home at all because at midnight doors would be
kicked, people would come in from the back and front. People coming in who wore balaclavas together
with policemen. They were looking for Mbompo and this Nceba. At time he was a teacher. He was not in
the house. When they come in and they did not see the one they were looking for they would just damage
the house and leave. They did this on several occasions. It looked like my children did not want to stay at
home at all. They would have to stay away.

 

One day when they came they came to take this one. They kicked the door as usual. They asked: "Where is
your son, Nceba, not the small one. Where is Ngangelizwe?" This one was here. No, this one was not in. I
told them, no, he is away teaching. They said: "Where is Ngangelizwe?"

I said I do not know because we were not happy here at home. He usually hides himself wherever he can.

Ms T MAYA: At this time when they were asking you this, could you see who they were?

WITNESS: At some stage I would only see one because they were masked.

Ms T MAYA: Meaning these people, you knew them?

WITNESS: Yes, they were policemen. When everything calmed down, one of the policemen came to me
and said: "You know, during the struggle I can see people trying to struggle for freedom, but I am the one
who came to your house." I did not see him then because he was masked.

Ms T MAYA: Well, sir, on this particular day when they came in and asked your son, what happened?

WITNESS: On the previous day, that is now my youngest son, he could not even go to school. Even at
school they did not know where he was. He could not go to school because these people were searching for
him at school as well. He was still playing at Mabandla Street and one of the kids saw him. He ran, I do
not know whether he went to the police or where, but I was from the shop, walking. I past my son. When I
was on my way to my house I saw him going. He was just running away.

Somebody told me that my son was being chased. When I looked it was an army of people. They were in
and out of the streets looking for my son. When I tried to catch my son it was difficult. He was already
running to the other streets. It was difficult for me to go through the streets because they were very long. I
forgot the name of this particular street. When he was crossing that street he saw a door opening at a
certain house. When he tried to get to that house they closed the door and then he fell. These people came
when he was already on the ground. That is when they beat him up. I cannot say whether it was this or that
one because they were all over him.

Ms T MAYA: When this happened, could you see them, or was it still the people who covered



themselves?

WITNESS: Some of them masked themselves, but some of them were not masked. I did not know them
because they were mixed with police.

Ms T MAYA: When he fell, where were you? How far were you?

WITNESS: I was coming from another street when he fell. I was trying to get into this particular street.
When I got there he was already dead. When I arrived there they were through with him. They left.

Ms T MAYA: In what condition was he when you got there?

WITNESS: He was dead already when I got there. He was dead with a smile. I held him, but he was dead
even though he had a smile on his face.

Ms T MAYA: What happened after that?

WITNESS: He laid there almost the whole day. Police from the Council came saying, no, they cannot take
a person who belongs to the UDF. I asked them how long he was going to stay here. I was just trying to
think now what I was going to do. Which way will I go because these people are the government.
Whatever the person was, I mean if the person is dead he is supposed to be taken care of. I was still going
up and down because I could not look at him like that. When I came back he was not there anymore. I
quickly went to the police station but he was not there either. Obviously they had hidden him some place
which I do not know.

 

They said I must come back. When I did I found him there. We were told to wait they were going to look
for the postmortem. Strange enough there was no doctor there. It was prisoners who were doing this.

Ms T MAYA: What did you see, sir? What happened?

WITNESS: When I got there one of the prisoners was actually shifting him out now. They pushed me out.
They said I must not come in, I must not see. Even during all that I was not that much hurt because my son
said to me: "One man must die for the whole nation". That is what soothed me.

 

Even during the time that he was being chased by these policemen he used to say to me: "No, Tata, we are
also human", but look what happened to him. The following day when he would show me a wound I
would tell him he must not do these things. He would just laugh and say, "Dad, do not be like this. We
cannot help it. This is a struggle."

Ms T MAYA: Sir, this wound that you are talking about, which one was it?

WITNESS: He was talking about this thing today and the following day that is when he was killed. There
is a bush next to St Albans. That is when they were taken away from the bush and they were chased. When
they were chased he fell. That is how he got this wound. The following day he could not go to school.



Then, on this particular day, that is the day he died.

Ms T MAYA: How old was he, sir?

WITNESS: I am sorry, you will forgive me. I do not know how old he was. I was not expecting this kind
of question.

Ms T MAYA: Was he a member of any community organisation, sir? What I am trying to find out from
you now, why was he in this kind of trouble?

WITNESS: I am not able to say he was a member of any organisation because I was in organisations. But
I could see that he was also participating in some of these meetings.

I will not be able to say yes or no because he was still very young and I was not thinking that he could be
part of any organisation. I did not think that he could be a member of any organisation since he was young.

Ms T MAYA: Sir, you said you had a wish, because you have a grandchild that was left by Ngangelizwe.
You said you wanted to talk about your wish. What is that wish?

WITNESS: If it is possible I would like the Commission to help him with his education. My only income
is my pension. The thing that hurts me the most is that this Kinikini you are talking about is my uncle. The
time when we were from the meeting people were toyi-toying saying that they are going up to this place. I
could see that this is my uncle's car that was in flames. No one was allowed to come closer to this car. He
had kids, very small kids. It was a terrible sight. A person being burnt, they would turn him around with a
stick. These were women from the churches. They would put the kids into these sticks and throw them into
these fires. For days these bodies were just laying there. Eventually I called the police because I was
wondering how long this was going to carry on.

Ms T MAYA: Thank you, sir. I just want to ask you a last question. According to your wishes now is
there anything else other than the help of your grandchild?

 

WITNESS: No, there is nothing else that I can actually tell or say to you. You cannot put a price on a
person. So I cannot say this much, that is why I said please just take care of this grandchild so that when I
die I know that there is somebody taking care of him.

Ms T MAYA: Just a small part of this. I know that it looks like there was an inquest about the death of
your son.

WITNESS: Yes, there was. The policemen took two of my cousins. They said they must go to Uitenhage.
None of that group was there. None of the people who were there was there. It is very difficult for me to
say anything about them. I have no energy, no power to do this because even these two people are my
relatives.

Ms T MAYA: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Anyone else with a question?



Ms T MAYA: There is another thing, sir. I am sorry, reverend. There is something that I forgot. When
they were trying to look for these two young...

TAPE 1 ENDS

 

TAPE 2 (b) BEGINS

PART OF EVIDENCE NOT RECORDED DUE TO CHANGING OF CASSETTE.

WITNESS: ... trying to find out where is the youngest. Some would say he was in a boot, he has been
taken to Langa. For a long time I did not know where my son was. I went overseas and at that time I did
not even know where my son was. I had no knowledge at all. On the third week I was asked to come and
tell them the story, on a Monday. When I was preparing to go to the office of the Major on Monday
morning, he came to me and said they knew what happened to my son. He said we must go to the cell.
When I got there there was this young man called Jantjies. He was dusting the place. He said: "No, mama,
we killed your son on Saturday. We threw rocks at him." Then we were told not to come back on Sunday
to witness the hanging of an informist child.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

(?): Mama, it has been 10 years when this happened. We know that you cannot forget the way that you lost
your family especially the way that you lost them. It even hurts us to know that that there are people who
can do things like these in such a manner. Our aim is to try and improve the way that we are living in this
country so that the things that happened in the past does not happen again.

 

We are trying to expose these things that happened in the past so that people who are living now will not
repeat these things. It is painful, Mama, we know. These people who did these things to your family, you
are still living with them. Now what you are saying about the people who said people must witness the
hanging of an informer, we also feel the pain even if it is years ago. When you talk about it we visualise it
and it is painful to us as well. Mama, I would ask you now to please let us continue. Our job here is to
expose the truth, the way the people were put into terrible conditions. Mama, do you have something more
to talk about before I ask questions?

WITNESS: When these two sons were hung, that is when I said there are not only two people who killed
the deceased. It is the whole Uitenhage. I was told not to say anything, I must just sit. I do not know if I
should say this aside, but there is something more.

(?): Mama, you are here to say things the way you know and how you know them. So if you wish not to
say it here now you may not, but if you want us to hear about it, it is alright, you can say it. If you think
that you are not in a good position to say it, you are not forced to say it.

WITNESS: At the time when I arrived where I live now in town I decided to make up my bed just to see
if I could again. I was trying to think what other things that happened to me. I said I have lost two houses



and the other one we are still building.

An office of the Home Trust which we hired for the Home Trust people, it was helping the Xhosa speaking
people. It was a barracks. Garages and a house of a caretaker, he wrote all of those things down. When I
came back from overseas I was told that the President finally sent the money, it was about R200 000,00.
When I went there in the morning it looked like the boere were also against me. Even that money went
astray.

(?): Mama, are you telling us that there was money to compensate for the loss of your estates and when
you asked for it you did not get it?

WITNESS: Yes, that is true. When I came to ask for it I was told that there is no money. The money has
been sent back.

(?): Thank you, Mama. Let us go back a little, Mama. You said there were about three white men who
arrived at your house on a Saturday.

WITNESS: They said they were coming in with trucks.

(?): Could you tell us a little about these three men? Where were they from?

WITNESS: They were detectives from Uitenhage. I cannot remember their surnames now.

(?): Was it the first time you saw them?

WITNESS: Yes, it was the first time for me to see them.

 

 

(?): I just want to find out more. You said they came three times? Are you saying they came in three times
on the Saturday, or they came in on three Saturday?

WITNESS: No, I just sent them outside to tell my husband.

(?): Did they went outside and then come in again?

WITNESS: Yes.

(?): Your husband and your sons, when did they die? How do you relate the death of your family with
these people who are in the house now?

WITNESS: My eldest daughter told me that my family was dead already. It was in the morning.

(?): Now about these three policemen who told you to load all your goods in these trucks, did they come in
when your family was already dead? You did not know anything about that?

WITNESS: No, I did not. I only noticed that when I got out of the truck that the barracks has been burnt.



They sent a hippo into my house. They put me into this hippo and the children were put into the trucks
with goods.

Ms T MAYA: In your opinion, did you think that these three policemen knew about the death of your
family?

WITNESS: Yes, because they told my daughter that my husband is dead already, he has been murdered.

Ms T MAYA: When they came to your house to pick you up did they know that your family was dead
already?

WITNESS: Yes.

Ms T MAYA: I just want to ask you a last question. When these white policemen came in with the hippos
at your house, how did you view all this? As Linda has said, these hippos kept on coming and they were
actually protecting you because you were threatened by the community, how did you view all this being
guarded by the police?

WITNESS: I did not like it at all because I was not used to it, but there was nothing I could do because we
were not on good terms with the community. I spoke to them on the telephone.

Ms T MAYA: When was the last time you saw him face to face?

WITNESS: I only spoke to him over the phone. Even when he called me he called me on the phone.

Ms T MAYA: Thank you, Mama. Thank you, Linda.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

(?): I do not want to ask many questions. It is a very difficult time for you both. First, can you just tell us
again the ages of the children who were killed together with your husband? How old were they?

WITNESS: Silumko was 20 years, Luvuyo was 13. These two were brothers to my husband and I do not
know they ages. It was somewhere there.

(?): ... court case following the death of your husband and the children?

WITNESS: Yes, there was. It was at Uitenhage. Even there, when I had to go to court I was escorted by a
policeman as if I was a prisoner. I could not go there on my own.

(?): ...with the killing?

WITNESS: Two were hung.

(?): ..and that has to do with something you said right towards the end, that the President's fund made an
amount of R200 000,00 available, but that it was gone missing. Can you tell us who you spoke to, which
office you went to, some details about that because we would like to know more about that.

WITNESS: We had this conversation on the phone. He told me to come in the morning to come and fetch



the money. In the morning there was a telephone call and I was told that I cannot have access to the
money.

(?): Could you tell the Commission who phoned you and from which office? Can you remember the
name?

WITNESS: It was Mr Basson.

(?): Which department was he from?

WITNESS: He was in the department of KwaNobuhle Town Council.

(?): Is he still there today?

WITNESS: Yes, he is still there. The one who was with him at work has now passed on. I tried to
investigate. I went to Mr Ndlovu in New Brighten trying to tell him my problem that nobody has given me
any information about the money. He said he wrote to the Master of the Courts at Uitenhage.

(?): ...result of that? Did you get any more information after he wrote to the court in Uitenhage?

WITNESS: No, I did not go to the court in Uitenhage. There was a letter written to the Master of the
Courts in Uitenhage.

(?): ...Uitenhage court. You know that the Commission can try and help people. Would you like us to try
and find out what happened to that money that was supposed to go to you and your family from the
President's fund?

WITNESS: I would be very much happy.

(?): We will do what we can. Thank you for answering the questions.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobode?

Ms Gobode: Mama, you said in your statement that you gave to us, you told us how you were taken from
South Africa overseas to talk to some journalists overseas and when you came back you were promised
that there are things that you will be given, but when you came back nothing happened.

Could you just tell us who took you overseas and how long did you stay there? Who are the journalists that
you spoke to?

WITNESS: I left with Linda and Reverend Pondo from Port Elizabeth. In Johannesburg, I cannot
remember the name of the Chairperson, I left with him and his wife and some of his friends together with
another Indian from Durban.

Ms Gobode: Mama, where exactly did you go? Did you go to America or England?



WITNESS: I did not hear you.

Ms Gobode: I was asking, where exactly did you go abroad?

WITNESS: I went to London and America.

Ms Gobode: The reason why I am asking you this is because even now you have a request. It looks like
you have been asking for certain requests but none of those happened. What I want to emphasise to you is
that Commission is committed to fulfill all the promises that it makes to people. We are going to try by all
means, thank you, Mama.

WITNESS: Even now I cannot sell the site of the barracks. People from Uitenhage are still preventing
from doing it. Dr Maqhina wanted that site, but he also could not get it because obviously it was supposed
to be sold to somebody from Uitenhage.

Ms Gobode: Thank you, Mama.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Chairperson. Mama Kinikini, in your statement you said at the end of 1985
you, Linda Tamsanqa, Reverend Pondo, three white gentlemen and an Indian went to London, to America.
Can you still remember the names of these three white men and the name of this Indian you were talking
about?

WITNESS: No, I cannot remember their names, but I still have their photos.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you. Were they friends to your husband? Were they representatives of a certain
organisation?

WITNESS: No.

Rev B FINCA: Lastly, in your statement you said you were promised by Mr Phillip that there were things
that he was going to do for you. Do you know whether this Mr Phillip was promising you in his own
capacity or was he representing somebody?

WITNESS: No, he said he was a representative of Linda. He was the Port Elizabeth mayor at that time.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. Anyone else with a question?

WITNESS: I have a request to the Commission to please investigate from the Uitenhage people what
exactly did we do, because there is no reason why a person can be killed just for a key to a hall. It looks
that there is something more than just this key.

There are certain people who used the community to kill my father and my brothers. I am asking the
Commission to please investigate deeply what we have done to the Uitenhage community. That is my
request to the Commission.



CHAIRPERSON: Linda and Mama, there are a lot of horrible things that happened at the time when
people were fighting against apartheid. This is why we say the reasons, the many ways that people tried to
fight for freedom, are things that some of us could not endure. We want to show to you that our sympathy
goes to you for the way that you lost your loved ones. The aim of this Commission in trying to find the
roots of the truth. One of the aims is that some of the things, for example those you have told us, must not
happen again in our country. Even when people are not on good terms, people are arguing, we want that in
this country people must argue but not kill each other. If someone has an opinion on how to do something
and the other one has another opinion that should not be the reason why people murder each other, no
matter how bad things go. Arguments should not be the reason why people murder each other. We hope
that all of us in this country can live in a peaceful manner. This Commission has been appointed to help all
of us so that when that day comes when people argue they can argue but at the end of the day be able to
live together. Thank you very much.

We have heard your request and we will do everything in our power to see how much we can succeed in
fulfilling your request. Thank you.

(?): Chairperson, the next witness is Mr Mlandeli Noto Guntu and I ask him to please come forward.

CHAIRPERSON: People, please listen. Why does it seem you do not listen. Why must me repeat the
same thing now and then? You are going to get tired of this now.

(?): Mr Guntu, welcome. Thank you for being so understanding about the sudden change in the
programme. We appreciate very much your patience. You are going to give evidence in Xhosa, but you do
not need the headphones.

Mr MLANDELI NOTO GUNTU

(?): Mr Guntu, you are not going to tell the Commission about a member of the family but really about
your own experience and what happened to you. You are from New Brighton?

WITNESS: Yes.

(?): So you feel very at home. You feel relaxed. We are very delighted that you have taken the trouble to
come to the Commission and to help us get the complete picture which will enable us to make our report to
the President. As you know we ask someone on the Commission to help in the leading of the questions. In
this case it is Cannon Pundu.

I am going to hand over now to my brother and my colleague to take over from me. Thank you.

Cannon PUNDU: Good morning, Mr Mlandeli Noto Guntu. This is the first time for me to hear a name
like Noto. You have your own story that you are going to tell the Commission, the way you were
struggling to have the freedom that we have in this country. When you were doing this you were under
oppression and you could not take part in the struggle because of the injustice of the past. Please tell us
your story on your own. Tell us where you were born, what kind of a home, thank you.

WITNESS: Thank you very much, Reverend. Before I can start with what you are asking me now I would
like to show how much I do not like some of the conditions that the Truth Commission is working under.



First I am one of the people who do not like the fact that we cannot express ourselves fully. That makes me
a victim. I am not a perpetrator. I do not want to help the perpetrators to be kept hidden. If the Truth and
Reconciliation Act says some of the names cannot be named, I want to say it clearly that I am going to
mention them. Even before we came to this hearing today we heard that there are people who do not want
their names to be heard. We are not going to remind them what they did to us because it looks like if they
do not want their names to be heard we are going to say the things that they did to us.

I just want to tell the Commission that I did not bring along my statement because I want to say it with my
own mouth.

Cannon PUNDU: Thank you, you can proceed.

WITNESS: As the Reverend has said, I was born here in New Brighton at Stokwe. Stokwe is a street
behind Centenary. Next to you, Reverend, there is a Reverend Barney Pityana, he was one of our
neighbours at home. When I started to realize who I am in South Africa, he is one of the people who
helped me out in the political side of it. When I joined SASM (South African Students Movement) When I
was first arrested it was during 1976. In all the things that I did I do not know exactly what it is that I did to
break the law. That time it was a time of black consciousness. It was unfortunate that just when I was
arrested I lost one of my parents.

 

As I grew up, we were six in our family, I was the first one to have a political awareness. That made me
one of the first one to bring COSAS here in Port Elizabeth. After that I went to study in Transkei. From
there I came back to Port Elizabeth because COSAS took a decision that the youth must be revived, the
youth that was not part of COSAS. South African Youth Congress was formed after that. Then I became
very active in UDF. My presence here is because of my role that I took when I was a member of the UDF
and before that.

Cannon PUNDU: This organisation, was it an affiliate of UDF?

WITNESS: Yes, it was. My presence here now is because of the role that I played in the UDF. Because I
was from COSAS... Let me start it from when I was at COSAS. I was on delegation that went to say the
grievances that were shown by the people of Port Elizabeth. Reverend Abenezer Mzwandile Maqhina was
part of it. When we went there to voice our grievances I was one of those people because I knew that when
I was with the South African Students Movement we used to meet with this Reverend especially during
these plays that he used to do. These were some of the plays that used to help people showing them and let
them know who they are politically. When we got there he scolded at us. We withdrew then because we
were full of fear at that time. He used to say something once and there would be people who would be
suppressing to what he had just said, for example, if you see somebody with a knife or a stick, if you are in
front of the group he will start with you. If you are behind the first one you will be the victim of the first
one because he will fall over you.

 

I was in the office of the UDF. I was a voluntary worker, meaning I received no payment for this work.
During my work at UDF I found myself having more tasks, some of it was with the media.



 

Because the UDF was established in 1983, in 1984 one of the challenges that I was faced with was to
collect million signatures from people. Even then I was one of the people to collect all these signatures.

 

During the funerals of the people who were shot at that time I was one of the people who used to have
connections with the doctors. If there were any injuries one of my jobs was to get the doctors for the
injured people. Another rather painful job that I used to do which I was not trained was for me to go along
to be a bodyguard of the President of the UDF.

Cannon PUNDU: You said to us you went to Lesotho. When you came back from Lesotho you were
tortured and even arrested. Could you please elaborate on this to the Commission?

WITNESS: Thank you, Reverend. Before I can go to your questions, Reverend, I just want to mention
something. I was one of the people who collected the signatures. I was warned by one of my friends that I
must not go and sleep at home, I must be very careful. Because I was the one who kept the signatures I
would be found with the signature. One night I was not at home. On a particular day I was at home only to
find out that that was the day that I was fetched by the police. The signatures that I had which I came with
from the meeting disappeared until today.

The policemen simply denied that they had all these signatures.

Cannon PUNDU: Do you know the policemen you came to fetch you?

WITNESS: Yes, I know all of them. One of them, Gideo Niewoudt said to me I must not mention him
today.

Cannon PUNDU: Please proceed.

WITNESS: From there I went to Lesotho. Even amongst my friends in the organisation, they warned me.
Even when I came back from Lesotho they told me that anyone I speak to outside this country is going to
be found out by the organisation. I went to Lesotho and I came back. When I went back again to Lesotho,
this was the second time, I was not at home, I was in the UDF office. I was told that I have a phone call
next door. I then heard that at home things are terrible, there are dogs, detectives, that there were people,
and that there were detecting machines and were looking for ammunition. I was not worried because I
knew that I did not have any ammunition.

 

Before I went to the office of the UDF I was trying to dodge the policemen right here next to Centenary. I
was going to get a bus to town. There is a bus stop right here in front of the hall. I tried to take the bus on
the other side. While I was trying to dodge this bus stop I got the others on the other side but they did not
do anything to me, but it was about an hour that was at the office of the Holy Erf.

I was shocked because I did not know what was going on. I was told that there were police at home. I was
not even sure whether they wanted something from my home or whether they wanted me personally.



 

Late at night, that time I had not met the police again, there was a meeting at Roma at Zwide. I was at this
meeting. The police arrived, Gideo and Freddie van Wyk appeared on the door. They just appeared and left
again. Because I never said "no" when somebody asked me to do something I was asked to go and check in
the cars to find out what was going on. When I got there, when I was checking the cars, I did not see
anything. I did not see anyone. It was just quiet. Then I decided to go to the gate. When I got to the gate, I
do not know where the police came from, they just appeared immediately after me, just behind me. One of
them was Mahode who pushed me Tungata. Tungata said: "Why are you pushing me?" I said: "You could
see that I was pushed." Then he slapped me on my face.

Cannon PUNDU: Tungata and Mahode, are they policemen?

WITNESS: Yes, they are policemen.

Cannon PUNDU: Go on.

WITNESS: They were attached to the Special Branch Department. We I said to him that he could see that
I was pushed, I did not do this on purpose, he did say anything more to me.

He kicked me and he beat me up. Afterwards I was forced to wear spectacles because he kicked right
across my eyes. After that, when I read, the words get blurry.

 

After I was arrested by the police they asked me about my trips to Lesotho. Because I knew that there was
nothing wrong with my trips to the Lesotho and I was not breaking any law by going to Lesotho, I was just
very surprised when I got a pile of this size of photos. Some of the people that I saw in those photos were
people that I knew. When I saw these people I saw people that I knew, people from Port Elizabeth. They
were not people that I did not know. When I came back to Port Elizabeth I was arrested. That was the time
that I was questioned about those photos. One of those photos was Visumzi Pikoli's photos. Unfortunately
I only spoke to him for a short while when I was outside the country.

 

During my time of interrogation the police told me that we know that are other people that you have met
with that you do not want to tell the truth about. I also want to tell you this. The police of the Special
Branch, it was very easy for a person to be confused especially those who are not so familiar in Port
Elizabeth. One of them was Van Zyl. He did not really have good looks.

He was a threat just by looking at him. On that day when he said he was declaring a war with me, after
asking me a lot of questions and not getting the answers that he was hoping for, it was then that I realised
that he is telling the truth that he was declaring a war with me.

 

I realised now what was going on when I got to the offices of the UDF which was on the first floor. It used



to be occupied by Abenezer Mzwandile Maqhina. It was in the same building on the second floor. I met
him on the steps. He said to me, let me put it in his language: "You think you are clever, we are going to
show you who people are." At the time when he said this to me he was with four or five men, one of them
was his son. His name was Sandi.

Cannon PUNDU: What is the connection between Mr Maqhina and what was said by the police saying
that he is declaring war with you?

WITNESS: He said this two or three days after I have been told that this policeman is declaring was with
me. That time the policemen were trying to have a rift between me and what I was doing for the UDF.
They were trying to put me into their side and not the UDF side. That day when they saw I did not want to
run away from them they would just stop the car and come to me and greet me, shake my hand. Obviously
it was their camphane to get me onto their side.

 

On that day when he told me he was going to show me who people are, I did not take him seriously
because I knew that he used to say things that he did not mean.

 

Later it was discovered that people were arrested and people were beaten up by Maqhina I was part of the
delegation going to Reo. We were part of those people who wanted Mkhuseli to be released. A day after
that...

Cannon PUNDU: Where was Mkhuseli arrested?

WITNESS: He was in Maqhina's house at Masangwana. A day after that when I got home I was told that
obviously my movements were not ones that they were in favour of. I was now forced to have some
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WITNESS: He is my grandson.

Cannon PUNDU: Where is he now, sir?

WITNESS: He is at school

Cannon PUNDU: Now about throttling him with a towel, how did that affect him?

WITNESS: It looked that there was something that affected him. I am not a doctor. I do not know what a
towel does to a person when he is throttled by it.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions?

(?): Sir, there is only question to the gentleman here. The Uitenhage Court took care of this inquest.

WITNESS: Yes. They said there was no case.

(?): Was there anybody found guilty of the offence, of this murder? Was there person found guilty for the
murder of your son?

WITNESS: Yes.

(?): Do you know the name of the judge who was handling the case?

WITNESS: No, I would not know the name of the judge. It was even the first time for me to go to
Uitenhage.

(?): Do you know the name of the lawyer?

WITNESS: No, I did not have a lawyer.



NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for taking trouble to come to us. Our sympathy goes to you for
all the hurt that you had to go through. What we are going to try and do according to the powers that we
have, we are going to find the truth and medicine that will heal our country to make us one. Something that
will unite all of us and make us one so that we can have reconciliation. Thank you very much for having
sympathy for other people while you have your own problems and your own hurt. That is called humanity.
Something that we are trying our country to have and everybody should have humanity. That is what we
are trying to have now so that everybody can stop being selfish. Thank you very much.

WITNESS: Thank you, Bishop, but I am sorry there is something else that I would like to ask. Do not take
me wrong my Bishop, you cannot make peace with somebody who does not come to you and tell you what
he has done. We will have peace only when somebody comes to you and say this is what I did. I did this
and this and that and that. If they do not come, if we do not know who they are, we would not be able to.
But now I will forgive somebody who has. That is the whole truth, sir. We take it that the people who are
listening and the people who are coming to the Commission will be touched as well. Their conscience will
tell them that if they want forgiveness, they should come and expose themselves so that they can also get
the healing that the victims are getting.

(?): This is why we are trying to investigate the truth. Thank you.

WITNESS: Thank you, Bishop, but there is something more. I do not want to lie to this House. Yes,
Bishop you are my Bishop. I will not be able to forgive anyone until I know who they are. Then I will
shake their hands otherwise I will not be able to forgive somebody that I do not know.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. We are now going to break for tea. Order please. We will come back at
11h15. Do you not understand English. Let me tell you this in Xhosa. Please be obedient. Please close the
doors. Let us show respect to the witnesses until they leave. Let us all stand.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

CHAIRPERSON: ... each family underwent. It is wonderful to have the vindication that we have now.

(?): I forgot by the way. Barney is a Reverend doctor. Doctor Pityana.

CHAIRPERSON: I have told him to join us at the table. We are not going to allow him to ask questions.
We just want to see how beautiful he is. He has a beautiful nose, more than mine.

(?): Chairperson, I would not comment on mine. Chairperson, in view of the fact that a number of
witnesses have already mentioned the name of Kinikini after consultation we have decided to invite Mrs
Kinikini to come as the next witness. We will change the order very slightly. So I call as the next witness
Ms Nombuzo Kinikini and I ask her please to come to the witness stand. We are just waiting until the
earphones are in place to make absolutely sure that the witness can hear and that we can hear her. Mrs
Kinikini, can you hear my voice on the earphone?

Mrs KINIKINI: Yes.



(?): And you can hear the Xhosa translation?

Mrs KINIKINI: Yes.

(?): Good. Mrs Kinikini, are you going to give evidence?

Mrs KINIKINI: I asked by daughter to give evidence.

(?): So your daughter are going to speak for you today?

Mrs KINIKINI: Some of it.

(?): You are both going to speak?

Mrs KINIKINI: Yes.

(?): That is fine. So that means I must ask both of you to take the oath.

Mrs NOMBUZO KINIKINI D.S.S.

Ms LINDA KINIKINI D.S.S.

Dr BORRAINE: Mrs Kinikini, the evidence that you and your daughter are going to give is very, deeply
painful and very hurtful. We know it is not going to be easy for you. We are very greatful that you have
come. As the Chairperson has said today and many other times, our doors are wide open for everyone who
has been hurt in the conflict that has taken place in our country. I want you to be very relaxed and feel free
to tell the story as you experienced it. We are going to ask my colleague Pumla Gobode to lead you as you
tell that story. When you are finished, then we will turn to your daughter as well. Be strong and know that
we are listening to you with hearts that care for you. Thank you.

Mr GOBODE: My greetings to you Mama and Linda. The Deputy Chairperson has mentioned that Mr
Kinikini is bringing in with us a very difficult and sad case. She has come to tell us about the brutal killing
of four male members of her family. Her husband, Tamsanqa Kinikini and sons, Luvuyo, Qondile, Jelimesi
and Silumko.

The very third day when members of a community rise against each other, but I think it is important to
place this in a context, the events that occurred when Mr Kinikini lost her husband and sons, were
preceded by a government strategy to implement what it calls reforms.

 

The apartheid States at the time insisted on putting in place in many townships in the country Councillors,
people that they percieved could govern the townships separately to the way that the rest of the cities were
governed. To do that they enforced elections in very many communities and of course many people did not
accept this system as a viable system for their political and social existence.

 



Nonetheless the government went ahead and appointed members of communities and Councillors to
govern other in places where these people were not acceptable. It was a foregone conclusion that if the
government adopted this stunt there is no way that there would be peaceful existence between the people
appointed by the government itself and the communities that they were supposed to serve.

 

Mrs Kinikini lost members of her family very brutally. In a very inhuman manner they were burnt to death
and their charred bodies were found in the building that hoosed the family business. The method of killing
was popularly known in the country and abroad as the "necklace" method of killing. So called because it
involved the placing of a tyre with petrol around the victim's neck and igniting it with matches. You can
visualize what happen when a person have to endure the long pain before their actual death.

 

Burning of human bodies throughout the world and throughout history is a method of killing that is only
reserved for the worst of the worst in communities. The lowest of the low. I cannot help but be reminded
of the way crucification was used during the time of Christ. When Mrs Kinikini lost members of her
family, the world was aghast at this system of killing which spread out throughout the country.

 

Perhaps throughout cities in our country, perhaps there is no other period in the country than the mid
1980's that aroused a profusion of professional jargon. When the "necklace" method became wide spread
in the country, psychologists revisited crowd psychology theories. They came up with a number of theories
and ideas, trying to make sense of this senseless method of killing.

 

The South African law also invokes some professional jargon. They referred to the way in which they
understood what was happening as common purpose action. That was their own jargon. Surprisingly the
adoption of common purpose was not used to understand the many killings that were instituted by police in
collective action against community. There were other pluries used to understand that in the law. The
human rights lawyers in defence of people charged with such cases, took the doctraine of common purpose
on his head they stood it on its head and it invoked more jargon and the theory of de-individuation was
used to explain the senselessness of the "necklace" murder which essentially stated that people who were
involved in these murders were not in their senses. They did not fully comprehend what they were doing.

 

Journalists as another group of professionals, simply reported what was happening as black on black
violence. An expression which conceals more than reveals the true picture of what was happening in our
townships in our country. We in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission are committed to revealing
what the truthful situation in these cases were. One of the truth that we know about that period is that there
was a very heavy presence of police, armoured vehicles, the army in all townships, particularly in
Uitenhage. Uitenhage is perhaps the first place where the idea of the use of police and the army was
implemented, yet it is hard to understand how these burning were perpetuated throughout the country.



How come is it that the there were so many people who were killed in this most brutal and inhuman way
when there was such a heavy police presence in these townships. The police became visible more visible
when we heard of massacres. People were killed in masses in the townships by the police. The subject of
mass killings brings us directly to what Mrs Kinikini is going to tell us. In fact the events preceding the
killing of Mrs Kinikini's family are surrounded by a lot of activity by police who stopped a crowdless
people walking to a funeral to bury some of their comrades. They are stopped by the police, forced to
disperse, to turn back and instructed not to hold the funeral of the people they were going to bury.

 

20 people are shot and killed. Mrs Kinikini's family was killed on the day following those events. Mama
please take off your earphones, then you can talk to the Commission and crowd in here. Mama, again my
greetings to you. Like Doctor Borainne has said to you, loosing your loved ones, in fact the whole of your
family is not something good. It is very hurting, it is very painful, especially the way that they died. Now
please Mama, tell us briefly how you and your husband started your business before 1985, as business
people, just tell us when did you start your business, and how?

WITNESS: I got married to the deceased on 1 August 1950. We had our own family in a small house, but
we decided to look for a small house which was a four-roomed house. He used to work at Goodyear. I said
to him let us start a business, meat business and sell milk. The business went well for a while when he was
working at the Goodyear, I would be outside the firm selling some of the goods. This went on for a while
and then we decided to change our four-roomed house into a bigger house. We used to live at Puku, this
big house was at Puku. We used to hear some noise on the ceiling in this house, and we were forced to
bring it down because even the kids were restless at night.

 

There were things knocking on the ceiling, then we decided now to bring down the house, and then we
build it with bricks. That is how everything started. I was already doing my business at that time.

Ms GOBODE: Mama, what year was that, it looks like when you started with your business it was 1960,
now when did the trouble start?

Keep your microphone on please. As I was asking Mama, when the trouble started, when did that actually
start, and what kind of trouble was it?

WITNESS: All of a sudden I was not doing well with my neighbours. They would bring some medicines
into the yard.

CHAIRPERSON: This Commission is said to listen to everyone. It is therefore important that everyone
should be given a chance to say his or her truth as he or she sees it. ...to intimidate any of the witnesses.
We are a free country today because we have said we want tolerance. People are free under our new
constitution to hold whatever point of view. I am going to ask you to give each and everyone a chance to
speak freely because if you do not give a person a chance we are not going to be able to go ahead with the
task that we have been given. We have been given this task by the President of this country, so please I am
asking you with respect, please. If you are not going to obey what I am asking you now, I am going to ask
the crowd now to leave so that we can be able to listen to the witnesses. So please.



WITNESS: In 1963, when I was living at Puku with my two kids, the trouble with the neighbour started.

Ms P GOBODE: Mama, I wanted to find out about your business and the way you were living? How did
you get your income, that is actually what I would like you to tell us. You started your own business. How
did you do that, let us do that right now?

WITNESS: We collected a few cents, and when they were sizeable then we started to build our own brick
house. We moved to number 20, in the same street at Kwa-Langa, KwaNobuhle, then we stayed a happy
life there. Things got bad in 1984. I am going to ask my daughter now to continue from here.

Ms P GOBODE: Linda, please tell us what happened, what went wrong? Are you going to start where
your father was a Councillor? Please tell us there when was your father appointed as a Councillor?

WITNESS: I am not sure of the year when he started to be a Councillor, I was still very young then. I
think I was ten or eleven that time, therefore I am not sure, but I know that he was a Councillor. He
became a Councillor when he already had his own business. He started his business at a place called
Ndikindiki. He had a building that was used as a crèche, and he used it for his business. That time he was
not a Councillor, there were toyi-toyis at that time but he was not affected by them. He would go to certain
funerals, and he went on with his business, even at Kwa-Nobuhle, he used to help other people whether a
person had money or not, he would be able to help some people. Even at the time when he was already a
Councillor, people who did not have houses would go to him and ask him. He did not discriminate,
whether you are poor or rich, he would help you. While he was still at Kwa-Nobuhle he had a very close
friend, Mr Bona Dili. Mr Bona Dili was a mayor, and he was a Councillor. He was a very close with Bona
Dili. On Fridays Bona Dili would help my father with the bodies to go and take the bodies to the people.
On certain Saturdays, about 14 people would be buried and Bona Dili would help my father with his work.
Mr Bona Dili, wanted to open his own business, and my father said, no there is nothing wrong with that.

Ms P GOBODE: I am now going to ask Mama, so that we can be able to hear from her how she saw the
death of her husband and her sons. Mama can you tell us how did you find out about the death of your
family?

WITNESS: It was on a Saturday morning at dawn, I saw one of his friends, called Xola, I asked where are
the others? He said they are still sleeping in the barracks. Later three white men wearing short tracksuits
entered my house, they asked me, do you still have intention of those offsleeps staying in this house? I said
no I want to leave, I have been telling my husband that I want to leave this place, because nothing is going
to come right again in this place. They just looked down they asked me three times, and they would just
look down three times, they said to me I must just collect all clothes, all my belongings in the house, and
my things were just thrown in the truck that was parked outside. At that time there was chaos outside.
About their death I did not witness it with my own eyes I was told. I was told that he was stabbed by spade
on his head, then they stabbed him several times. He was made to drink petrol, they put a tyre over him
and then they ignited him. During this time my younger son was hiding under the car, some of the petrol
got to him and when he was trying to escape somebody saw him. Silumko was hiding in one of the shops
at Mboya. He asked one of the businessmen to hide him under the counter, they took him and they ignited
him alive in front of the shop. I am telling you as it is. They cut his testicles while he was still alive. Then
on Monday at the police station, the doctor told me that he was going inject me, at that time I had not seen
them yet, when I got in, I will not be able to tell you about the head of my husband.



(?) : For example, people throwing stones at your home, after the people were guarding your home?

WITNESS: It happened after the attack of Mr Mono Badela's attack, they attacked four times. During all
those occasions there used to be fights that used to last a long time. The first day was 18 June 1985, the
first person to see that this is the place was the person who used to stay right opposite where I used to live,
this person was heard when he pointed, identifying my home, one of my brothers was at home. My father
and one of my sisters got out of the house, and they were driven out of the house into the street and there
were other people who were called in. There was a long fight.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there any person injured in that fight?

WITNESS: On the first incident no, no one was injured. It was on the second attack, these people were
coming from the Msimka Street, they were attacking from another path, which was very near my home,
and they were throwing stones. At that time there was already this guard around my home, on that day the
fighting lasted for three hours it shifted up to the back of the Centenary Hall, that is where the policemen
arrived.

When they arrived they shot on the side of the people coming from Stokwe Street. At that time I was not
there because I could not be with them, I was with Tatu Fasi and Mr Ngoyi. On the third time of the attack,
one of those people was arrested. When he was asked where they were from, or who sent them, he
confirmed where they were from.

CHAIRPERSON: Is this person still alive, if we try to investigate?

WITNESS: When he confessed all these things I did not see him, but the people who arrested him, they
do not know what happened to him later. He is one of the people who actually said that Mzwandile
Maqhina is very much involved in this, and the reason why they were there is because they were from
Masangwana.

Something which we could not really differentiate was that AZAPO members were the ones being used to
go and attack. In June 1985 when the State of Emergency was declared we were going to a funeral in
Cradock. It was very difficult for me to trust Port Elizabeth at all, I was not feeling free at all.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there any person who was injured to such an extent that he had to be taken to a
doctor?

WITNESS: Because of the health that I used to look for the injured people. My brothers were attacked
and my father was attacked, but there were others as well, there is just one who was just injured just above
the eye, he got a cut, and there were damages made in the houses just around our own house.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know the names of these people? Do you know the name of the person who
got injured?

WITNESS: No, I cannot remember his name, I cannot even see him around anymore.

CHAIRPERSON: Now in our story as we are trying to conclude, before I give my colleague a chance, is
there anything that you wish the Commission can do, maybe a commemoration that the Commission can
do for you?



WITNESS: Because of the nature of this attack. Point number 1; the SADF police were involved in this
fourth attack, the house was vandalised, nobody could stay in the house from 1985 until the beginning of
1986. The house was just a hall, that really got me very angry to see that Mzwandile Maqhina has been
awarded as a citizen of Port Elizabeth to be given the Councillorship. It looks like people in Port Elizabeth

simply forgot about what he did. The things that he did, made me to come to the Commission and tell the
Commission all the things that he did and ask the Commission, if the Commission can on behalf of
everybody who was involved. People who we were threatened by [Inaudible...] to withdraw whatever
Maqhina was awarded.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything else that, sorry we would like you please to be quite. Is there anything
else that you want to the Commission to do for you, besides this?

WITNESS: Thank you, Reverend, another is through the Truth Commission, I would like to thank the
people who went to guard my home. When I could not go and protect my family they went there to guard
my family. I know those people now are those people who now we call unemployable. But if the
Commission can give those people some skills so that they can be able to live, to do something for
themselves. Thank you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Anyone else who has a question, Pumla Gobode? There are many people who came
here to listen, but now people who want me to keep on repeating what I have said as if I am a broken
record.

APPLAUSE

Thank you, very much, yes Pumla Gobode. Thank you, Mlandeli. Do you use Mlandeli or Noto?

WITNESS: I use both.

(?) : I am just touched by the way you say these people who used to help you during that time, it is not a
usual thing that people remember each other like this, especially the way that you do, people do not usually
remember those who had helped them. About the peace award that was given Maqhina, this particular
mayor who gave him the price, are you talking about this mayor that is sitting over here right now?

WITNESS: I am talking about the one that we voted for on 1 November 1995, he is here, here he is.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. The reason why I am asking that is because Maqhina's name has been
appearing a lot of times in people's statements. I am just trying to find out now, between you and the
mayor, what are the reasons that are given for him to be given this award. According to the mayor, why is
he giving this person this award?

WITNESS: I will not know really the motivation for him to be given this award. All I know is that, when
he came back and he was trying to clean up his act, those are the things that made people to quickly forget
what he had. If he is just left there, instead to be awarded of all the things that he had done, without
coming forward and tell the people what he did, that will make people not to rest.



APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: In other words you are trying to say that truth must be exposed before any awards can
be given to people?

APPLAUSE

I hope that those who read the bible know that there must be the truth before the award. Because next time
we are going to refuse you from coming in here. The accounts of the various people who come before the
Commission. Yes, some of the things that are said here they make us happy, some make us very sad. We
have been given a very important task, this is not a show what we are doing. We are trying to get
medicines to heal up our wounds. Yes witnesses will come in, they are going to show us certain ways and
certain things that happened. But now if we are turning this into a rally we are not doing it well, because
now at the end of the day when we are going to give a report of this, you will find that there was no truth
that was coming out because people were afraid, because there was a rally. The hearing turned out to be a
rally.

 

Especially those people who were not members of any organisations, they will be scared to come over
now. I really must warn you, it is the last time. I do not want to do this, but this is the last time, and that
everybody knows that they will be free to express their point of view. We were also in the struggle, there
are many things that make us also feel hurt, things that are painful to us, but our job has to be accepted by
everyone in this country. Last Wednesday, we went to see the President, he emphasised that, "I do not like
the fact that I am meeting you alone because there are other people who will say, "no he was just trying to
be bias, he was just telling them to go in a certain direction." The Truth Commission is seen to be even
handed, but even more than that, do not make us a laughing stock, because people will say because these
things are under now blacks, now everything is turned into a bioscope, please I do not want to do anything
painful to you now, because I know that stories that you are listening to now, these things remind you of
what you also went through and it takes some of the burden. Out of all the hearings that we have had, we
have not heard a crowd of this size. That means that people of this place, some of the them once politicised
people in South Africa. But this also shows things that we have been saying all the time during the struggle
that we are disciplined people, people who obey their leaders. We know your pain and we know your joy.
We share them but let us not undermine the effectiveness of this forum, let us not undermine its dignity, let
us not undermine its even handedness. Now you must not just tell me that this comes through this ear and
goes through the other ear.

 

Mr Guntu there is something that I have noticed out of the things that you have said. You said things that
are not in the statement, that is in front of us. Do you know how that happened?

WITNESS: It is true that there are other things that I did not mention because the person who was leading
me was trying to make me say things in a brief manner. There are other things that I wanted to say, some
of the things were things that showed that my life was also in danger. There is also something else that I
have not said before in that case.



 

During the time when my home was guarded I was with the president of the UDF and his Vice-President,
their lives were also on my shoulders. I was responsible for their safety. On this particular day when we
were at Madala, I just want to interrupt there, I wanted a confirmation just for the sake of the people with
me my colleagues here.

Rev B FINCA: The white policemen who have interrogated you, but you have gone beyond that in your
oral evidence today. I just wanted to confirm that you are aware that has happened?

WITNESS: Could you just repeat the part that you said it is there that I have not mentioned?

Rev B FINCA: You say that at the beginning of your evidence, you put forward your own view point
about the modus operandi of the Commission vis-a-vis the question of the naming of perpetrators. I need
to raise this question because I am sure it is going to arise at one point or the other. That in your written
statement you have not given the name of the perpetrators but in your oral evidence you have done so, I
want just to confirm that you are aware that has happened.

WITNESS: Yes, I know that has happened. But what I want to say is that what you have in front of you
now, is not the actual statement, those are just guidelines of what I was going to talk about.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, very much, we are old citizens. We have to acknowledge that it was the
youth who with great courage changed things around. Because we used to just say things with our own
mouths and not do anything. But it was the youth, your lives as it were where your mouths were, and we
want to acknowledge that. You did some wonderful things. There were other things of course that were
awful that you did, we acknowledge that as well. But we do want to pay a tribute to yourselves and others
for the contribution that you made to the struggle that has helped us to be where we are, so that today we
can sit as one nation, looking at our past. A past that is disgraceful in many of the things that happened, the
awful deeds that were committed on all sides of that struggle for us to be able to deal with that past and
say, we have said all that needs to be said then, ... very much for having been willing to come even though
you criticized us over the way that we were conducting ourselves, thank you. ... and to show our respects
to the witnesses, we adjourn for lunch until 14h00, please stand.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. You know when you really want to keep quiet you can be quiet, please
keep quiet. Thank you,

(?) : Mr Neer let me on behalf of the Commission welcome you very warmly. I must tell you that we are
delighted to see you for two reasons. First of all we are very concerned about safety and security, and with
you here we feel very safe and very secure. But we also are glad that you are here. We know that you have
a very busy life and you have sat very patiently all day. But also because it is important for us to know
what happened to many people in the jails of our country, and the torture which took place and you have
experience that at first hand. In a moment you are going to tell us about that, and we look forward to
hearing from you, not because we like to hear these stories, but because it is important for us to get to the
truth.



Mr DENNIS NEER D.S.S.

(?) : Thank you very much. Please be seated, as you know we always invite one of our panel to lead the
evidence for successive witnesses, and in this instance Miss Tiny Maya is going to take over from me now.
The Commission once again is grateful to you and looks forward to hearing from you. Thank you.

Ms T MAYA: Firstly, before I can greet you, Mr Dennis Neer said that I must explain that he wants to tell
us freely his statement. Nobody must lead him, and because of that he chose not to give us a written
statement, so he wants to tell us how he wants to say it orally. Over to you.

WITNESS: My testimony in both languages, in some areas of the statement I will address myself in
English, in some areas I will address in Xhosa. I do so because I believe in cases where one is emotional,
you have to express yourself in your own language. Firstly, let me indicate that I am not here for
popularity nor do I want to be famous. I think I am famous enough. I am here because I want to make a
call. I want to make a call to all those former South African Police members. Particularly within the
Security Branch who have committed serious crimes in violation of human rights, to come forward to this
Truth Commission and relate the stories, indicate as to who gave the instruction as well as give details of
those atrocities. This is the opportunity and quoting Mr Dumisa Ntsebeza, yesterday when there was a
launch of the investigating team that; "now is the time for people to come forward with information". It
will be regrettable if people do not come now and are exposed during the investigation. I would also ask all
the people to come forward because we know that there are many people who have been injured and
disappeared during the State of Emergency. ... I said because I am coming here because of the people who
tortured me. There are people who had been tortured more than I did, people who were young, who were
in prisons as well.

Now coming to why I was tortured as much as I was. Firstly, I was born at Dubula in New Brighton, and I
was brought up here. I got my education here in Port Elizabeth. I started politics in 1960, during the State
of Emergency at the time I was doing Standard 5 at Konika, that was the time when we saw sarazens
crossing the streets. We as students, asked ourselves what was going on. We were aware of the meetings
that were happening at Mlotheni. We would sneak out and go and attend. At that time we would run
quickly home so that your parents would not see you in the meetings. They would find you in the house.

 

That is how I got involved in the politics. The first time I threw a stone was at that time. We used to at the
tanks, we liked the sound that used to "ping ping" on the tanks. During my student years in 1986, we were
engaged in a strike at Lovedale. I was one of the people who organised that strike at Lovedale, such that at
the time I could not get another school after that. I tried to apply in all the schools and then I forced myself
into studying in one of the schools in Cape Town and I was arrested. Because my father had connections
with one of those policemen then I was released. Usually on weekends, I would go around in my uniform
of Langa High so that I would appear as a student, otherwise I would not have survived, I stayed there for
two years until I passed my matric. When I was still at Ford Township there was a worker's strike. I will
not really get into the details of the strike, but I just want to tell you the events of how I came to get into
this place now, and the reasons why the police were after me so much. We were involved in that strike
quite a lot, until 1980 when we formed Makhusa and then the following year it was Igusa Component
Workers Union, that is Makhusa, I mean General Workers Union of South Africa, which I was a General
Secretary until 1985. That is when I was appointed as the provincial General-Secretary of COSATU . ...



through to Zimbabwe. The first meeting in Lesotho, I met Comrade Thozamile Botha, and one Comrade
called Malume, I do not know his name. Then I was requested to brief the SACTU leadership about
developments within the country as far as trade unions are involved. In the second meeting again, I went to
brief the Executive of SACTU, broadly representative of ANC and SACP and SACTU as the alliance
about developments of negotiations towards one trade union in South Africa, one federation.

The third meeting in Lesotho was, I went specifically with three other comrades to go and meet Comrade
Chris Hani. The fourth one I went with some of the comrades, but I met Comrades Moses Mabida, alone
we discussed a number of issues then we came back. These were focal points detention. Then the other two
trips, the first one I cannot remember, but it was in 1984 I think to Zimbabwe. We were invited by
SACTU, we were detained at the Airport, the whole night because we did not have valid passports. They
do not recognise these things, but fortunately for us before we were sent over to take the next plane home
because we smuggled a note out and gave directions that they must contact members of the ANC, then
ANC leadership arrived they negotiated and we were released into their hands. We met a number of
people, leadership of SADTU, ANC and the party, we attended a workshop. The second one was towards
the end of 1984, I am not sure, early 1985 to Zimbabwe as well. Again we were detained because we did
not have valid passports. Some of our Comrades were sent back including Comrade Thobile Mhlahlo, but
two of us managed to go in, we were handed over to the ANC and we had a meeting.

 

I think, judging from the interrogation during my torture that the focal point of the Security Branch was
around the (XHOSA). I denied being in the meetings. I just said this is my home because I am also Sotho-
speaking. I am telling the truth now because you are not going to do anything to me now. I was taken away
from Ford Motor Company, especially during the strike, and interrogated at Sanlam, because of my
activities within the trade union movement. And the focal point was specially around meetings, trips to
Lesotho and finally Zimbabwe.

 

In short, now it so happened now that at one weekend after comrades Goniwe were killed, we attended the
funeral in Cradock, and after the funeral myself and one comrade decided not to leave because there were
a number of people who did not have transport because (XHOSA) so we felt ... let us collect them because
there is a state of emergency. We do not know what is going to happen there to them. We collected them
into a church and we sat with them there the whole night until the following morning. We organised
transport then I think we arrived on a Sunday here in Port Elizabeth in the evening at about 19h00. I
remember going to bed because I could not sleep the previous night. I went to bed, at about 01h00, I am
not sure. I was awaken by an assault by a person wearing a balaclava who happened to be Sergeant Faku
then, who unfortunately has been killed by a bomb. He assaulted me, at that stage I did not know who it
was. There were a number of others who were taking turns in assaulting, and I tried to protect myself until
I felt my arms were getting weak because this chap was using a kiri, a very short kiri. I decided to jump for
my firearm which was of course unlicensed. But as soon as I touched the firearm to shoot at this person, I
heard a voice in Afrikaans saying "What is going on". I am in trouble, I pushed the firearm away. Then we
lit the paraffin lamp because there was no electricity, then taking it I realised there is Lieutenant Strydom
here, then he said; "we have you brother, put on your clothes". I grabbed a few items, unfortunately for me
they did not give me enough chance because I had to wear takkies and other things in the car. During this
assault there were all cries from the other room, from my kids, especially the one who was in the cot in the



room, because I discovered later that the cot had fallen over, and the child was grappling around, you see.
Then in that commotion, I managed to assess that the kids were being assaulted as well. Then they put me
in the land-rover, something similar to a land-rover, but it is a police van with a sieve at the back. Then
Strydom asked some of my Executive Colleagues, Thobile Mhlahlo, Themba Duze and Hlathi. Well I
denied knowing where they are. Then they assaulted me, after that they closed the door, went back into the
house, they broke off the telephone lines. I heard later that they sprayed tear-gas inside the house. Then we
left, it was a very war-like situation because along the street I realised when the van was moving that there
were SADF personnel with their rifles along the street. They were standing along side us left and right, in
that process. That is why I am calling for people to come up. Before we came to Themba Duze's house a
number of houses were ransacked, people were assaulted, they ran out of their houses and it is difficult for
me to remember those. I think two or three houses before we came to Themba Duze's house, I was still
alone in the van.

 

They went into Themba Duze. They kicked down the door. They could not find anybody. Strydom came
back to me, assaulted me. I told him I do not know Duze, because he came into the van and he was using
fists, sometimes a short baton. Then again they moved to Thobile Mhlahlo's place. They broke windows,
kicked down doors. There was nobody. Strydom again, came back he assaulted me and then I did not say
anything. Then we left to Hlathi's place. We found Hlathi, he was assaulted put into the van, went back to
Lamani's garage where they were converging. At Lamani's garage, one security identified the house where
Duze was. We went there we found Duze, of course, I was in the van they assaulted him, they put him in
the van. Unfortunately an innocent person was arriving, I do not know from where, driving a vehicle, I
cannot remember now, and as he was about to enter his house. He came out of the car, he opened the gate,
they went to him. Fortunately he was very close to the van, they asked him where he comes from, he says
he is coming back home, he had visited somebody else somewhere. They assaulted him. He had to leave
his car run into the house, when we started crying saying that these policemen are cruel, ... we coughed
because we knew that tear-gas was part of our lives.

 

... this van there is a big iron trunk, an corrugated iron trunk with some rifles, but it is locked. As they drive
they make sure that this thing is hitting on our feet, so much so that whilst you were in the van you had to
pick up your feet, so that this thing does not hit on you because we tried to hold it with our feet but we
could not. At Motherwell, Vusi was taken out of his house. He was assaulted, windows were broken, he
was brought into the van. Ultimately, we got to Algoa Park. At Algoa Park we met most other activists
who are present here today, it is only then that we realised that we were not alone. In fact, let me indicate
one minor incident, at Salt Lake during the early hours of the morning, I think it was going to about 04h00
or 05h00, it was still dark. They went to fetch another coloured Trade Unionist who was there. You know
there is a street that goes right down into the lake, but there is another one at the bottom. What happened
whilst we were sitting and this van was parked to face the water we realised that the van was moving down
and we could not see any driver. We shouted that the van is moving and some of the policemen were
laughing, and we realised maybe we are going into the lake. Only to find out that the driver was asleep, no
he was not sleeping he was sitting on the seat, he could see the van going down ... put on the brakes. That
was to torment us, so that we may think that we are going with the van into the lake, but that was one
minor incident. At Algoa Park I was called again by Lieutenant Strydom and Coetzee, a certain Coetzee
always with a two-way radio, wherever he is he has that two-way radio in his hand. Then they again asked



the whereabouts of Thobile Mhlahlo, and again they assaulted me. At that stage I realised that my inner
parts of my mouth were torn and I was numb. Now, here, I want to show powers that, although not being
constitutionally or legally handed over to the officials of the prisons. But you could see this collusion
between the Security Branch or the police and officials of the prison. Brutality was happening inside
prison in detention as well as outside. So, whether you are there charged or not charged, the brutality
continues. I am not going to go into detail but there is one incident at our arrival all of us, all the activists
will remember that day.

 

We were stripped naked, including Reverend Soga and Reverend Mbethe, young and old naked. When I
say naked, I mean nakedness. And they were claiming they were checking as to whether we do not have
any marks. They used a baton to lift up your private parts and inspect them. Then after some time we were
allowed to look in the heap for our clothing. This happens in front and in full view and with the permission
of the head of the prison, Lieutenant Steyn, because he was leading in fact. We were received by him at
reception, he was telling us what to do. I just want to show the link between the prison authorities and the
South African Police. I am saying South African Police because they were not in service then. Then, the
first week, members from the activists were called in for interrogation, four or five at a time. They would
come back with marks of torture, and most of them were saying, "Dennis there is another man called
Taylor in there. He says he is waiting for the day you would come in because you seem like a quite person,
but you have been working underground for the ANC". In the evening we would relate the stories of this
torture. I think some members did indicate what "helicopter" meant, I am not going into detail. Most of the
members went through that "helicopter" treatment.

 

Then my day came, it was on a Friday, we were with Reverend Soga, Reverend Mbethe, Mpumi Odolo, I
cannot remember some of them, I am just mentioning a few. We were loaded into a kombi, taken to Louis
Le Grange. When we go there we were taken to various offices at the 7th floor, I was also sent to an office
of Lieutenant Strydom. Normally when you go into an office, the first thing, you would pull a chair. He
just kept saying, "no, you cannot sit down in my office". This surprised me. Well this Taylor, this
notorious Taylor, he had an orange sjambok with him. Then he looked at Strydom, and the Lieutenant
Strydom said, "yes, Dennis come up with the truth". I said, "which truth?" Well, a young boy, called
Mziyila Thungatha came forward and clapped me. I was very furious, but I decided not to be provoked, I
just pushed him away.

 

Taylor came, I think, I had about two or three shots with this sjambok. Then I decided I am a human being
I must defend myself. I got hold of the chair, then Strydom said, "no wait". He spoke to Faku, Faku went
out, a few minutes he came with handcuffs. I was handcuffed at the back. This boy Mziyila, came forward
and he clapped me, well I could not do anything. Then Faku came forward, I had a tracksuit, they pulled
the tracksuit over my face, they tied it somewhere here. There was only a small opening like that, where I
could only see my feet. I could not move my head up like this because this thing was holding me, then I
was taken by my belt. Lieutenant Strydom said to somebody, I do not know but I recognised his voice to
say, "wait, wait" then they closed the door. After a minute, somebody opened the door and said, "no it is
safe" then they went with me down the passage, I do not know to which direction.



 

Then a door opened, I was pushed inside, then I heard the noise of the door shutting. Then I thought this is
a sound-proof room. It could have been the door was closed very softly, I do not know. But in my mind I
convinced myself that I am in a sound-proof room. Then nobody said anything, I picked up that there were
two sjamboks now, because I kept moving in the room trying to at least bump against somebody or
something, because these two people, one this side and one this side, were just assaulting me back and
front. Then it only would stop when Conway, I realise later that it is him because at one interrogation he
asked me the same questions in the same manner, the same number of questions, it is only then that I
realised that it is Conway.

 

Conway asked me about these six trips, then I said, "I told you what happened, I have nothing more." Then
the assault started until I got bored, and I could not feel anything because my whole body was numb, I was
just full of bruises all over my body. Something was going to happen because somebody came to the front
and held me at my shoulders and tried to kick my private parts.

 

Then I would bend, then somebody was hitting me at my lower back with something like a pick handle,
something like that. Then this would continue, front and back. If I bent to the back then this guy hits me, if
I bent to the front when he hits me this one kicks me. So it happened and happened, intermittently they
would ask questions. I would presume that took about something like one and a half to two hours, because
I calculated the time of going back to the prison, when I was at the prison I started calculating as to, I am
sure by the time we went to my place, I am coming to that.

 

Then this continued until, I do not know when, then I realised that in the process I had bumped against
something like a desk or table. Then I got relieved, I do not know what caused that. Then I realised I am in
a room that is being used, what for, I do not know because I bumped against this table. Then I felt this
should be my protection, I do not want to move away from this table. Then these two would move, then
this sjamboking would continue. I realised during this process that I was no more. No, before that I had a
pricking feeling on one of my toes. Somebody, I realised later had tramped on my naked foot with a heel
because one of my small fingers here apparently had been fractured or something had happened, because
from there on I was moving sort of limping.

 

Then I realised that my feet were no more on the ground, then something told me that these guys have
lifted me now, you think things would happen so quickly. Then I would try to struggle with my hands at
the back, and I realised that somebody had released me, and immediately I turned so that I would not be
banged against my forehead, ... slipped, seemingly this was a tiled or slippery floor. We slipped until I
bumped my head against the wall, and temporarily, I was knocked unconscious. By the time I realised
conscious, came to, was when they were suffocating me, because I realised somebody had sat on my
shoulders and the other one was turning neck, at the same time suffocating me. Then I got weak I could not



struggle any longer because they had me on the ground. It is at this time that I heard somebody asking, "do
you have any weapons" because the questioning was so focused around some people, and I thought that,
you know because of my involvement with those people I cannot sell them. Then I admitted my weapon,
and I thought it is the only moment for me, because I had assumed at one stage that I might die here, that is
the only time that I said I do have a weapon.

 

Then immediately I was taken on to my feet. "Where is it?" I said the weapon is at home, because I was
running away ... about my activities with the other comrades. Then I was taken to the door, still with the
hood after a brief moment, because everything was quiet. The doors opened, the hood was taken off, I
came face to face with a very old white man. He looked at me and said just one thing, "you are too late".
That is why I say, Lieutenant Strydom and his group must come and tell me what was late that day. Briefly
I was taken to the bathroom to wash my face, the handcuffs were taken off, and were put on again behind
my back.

 

I noticed that my hands were numb and beginning to swell, and I was taken into a car, a Chevrolet car,
driven by van Wyk and Loots. Loots is the one who is being charged in the bombing of Faku. Faku was
also present, they drove me, Strydom and others were following. Just before we get to Algoa Park, there
was an open field there. Then van Wyk, who is now at VIP security in Bisho, he is protecting me now.

APPLAUSE

He was driving, he parked along the route, the hood was on but at least I could see in front of me. If I had
to look straight up, I had to bent backwards like that. Then Loots cocked his gun, then I realised something
is going to happen, and then when he realised that I saw him cocking the gun or heard him, he turned and
said, "Dennis I am giving you two choices now. The first choice is that we are going to take the handcuffs
off. We let you out of that door, we shoot you, and we say you were running". The second choice, which
was very interesting for the first time to me, "the second choice is that we are going to take you to
Maqhina's place and there they will cut you into pieces."

I want an opportunity to speak to Loots because I am his boss now, and say, "Lords could you please tell
me about these two options". I think he can still remember them. Then briefly we were led by a black car.
It is very famous in the township, that black car, and an additional van. We went to my place, they
searched. I want to be short. They searched the house, ransacked, tore the floors and the roof because I had
wooden floor, searching for this weapon. Fortunately, it was missing because somebody within the family
had taken it away. They tore my mattresses, and my couches with a knife, Loots was doing it, this boy,
very notorious boy, he was tearing my mattresses and the couches with a knife ... in the house where I had
some of my property, they stole some of my money there which I ultimately got back. I had old coins,
pennies, etcetera. Loots took them away, and I demanded them back from Strydom and I got them back.

 

1. We finally landed back at Louis Le Grange. I am trying to be brief. They had difficulty in
taking these things. Comrades who were there will still remember, I think Reverend Soga, will



still remember if he is still around, that there was a delay, a very lengthy delay of about 20 to 25
minutes. They were waiting at the bottom and they were panicking because we were going to
be late at the prison, because we are locked at 15h45 for the night. They had problems. Firstly,
nobody could find the key, then Faku was sent to go look somewhere else. He came back
saying no, he cannot find them. Then I could see the security people were panicking. Then after
that they found the keys, but they could not pull the handcuffs out. It is old type of handcuffs, I
do not know what had happened, but after they had taken them off. I do not know what the
problem was, whether it was the handcuffs or my swollen hands, but when they took them off. I
realised that I had cuts, there are still marks on my wrists, but they were not really bleeding
except to say that they were superficial. Then, I was taken by this young man called Bahlekazi,
who suddenly came into the picture and took me to the kombi, I asked him, where were you all
the time? He said "who are the people who beat you up, who were the people who assaulted
you?" I said I do not know, I am asking you, you are the one who should know, what are you
doing here? ... I could not sleep that night, my whole body was painful, it was difficult because
we were sleeping on mats, I can still see some of the prisons that are still using those mats,
there are no beds as yet. You had to go down to the floor in order to sleep or to sit. I could not
sleep that night, I remember I was begged time and again by Reverend Soga and Reverend
Mbethe to relax. I told them I cannot go down to the floor because of the soreness in my body,
the pain that I had. Well of course they prayed for me, and I ultimately, I think in the early
hours of the morning forced myself because I was tired, I was nauseous, I managed. Then the
following morning, the trolley came around, the famous prison trolley, and then I was given
some, just ordinary pain tablets, then I was told the doctor will be available on Monday. Since
that time and the time I was referred to the doctor at Livingstone Hospital, I could not pass
water, I could not eat. I remember on a Sunday afternoon, one comrade waking me up and
saying, please give me your two eggs, we could only eat eggs on Sundays, and of course the
comrades were very helpful... Then, on Monday I sent to the doctor, then I was referred to the
Livingstone Hospital. I saw the doctor, he was about two metres away from me. It was the
white policeman, uniformed policeman, the two who had escorted me to Livingstone, who was
talking to the doctor on my behalf. Then the doctor prescribed

X-rays and treatment on my behalf through the policeman, gave the policeman everything. This was an
Indian doctor, I do not know his name. Then I was taken to X-ray, fortunately there were no cracks or
fractures whatever, but muscles were torn. This reminds me that during the time I was being. It is just
brief, I am sorry I have to go back, just when I was lying on the floor with this people trying to do this, I
realised that the pick handle that they were using to knock me at the back, they had put in between my
hands, and they were twisting them. I am reminded by the fact that the doctor said I had torn muscles on
my left and right. The of course prison life was prison life, I think in as far as torture and everything...

 

At some stage lastly when I was in prison, I was called by this notorious Nieuwoudt for interrogation in the
prison premises, in the presence of his Sergeant called Koen, comrades will remember, "that red head"
Koen. The I remember Niewoudt's words, his very popular statement. I do not want to go into details of
the interrogation, he was trying to involve me in one case, but unfortunately for him he could not. He said,
"Dennis, you seem to be very arrogant and not wanting to tell the truth, what I think I should say to you is
that I will make you famous." This "famous" statement, most of the people he had said those statements to
has died, then I got worried when I heard that, unfortunately for him I am still living. Then after that, this



Sergeant Koen, this collaboration. I am trying to show this collaboration. This Sergeant Koen, who is a
prison warder, he is a Sergeant then, said to Niewoudt, "Why do you not take this man and put a tyre
around his neck and put him on fire?" Niewoudt, never replied to that , he even stopped that warder from
saying that. But I faced Koen the other day, and he apologised, that was whilst I was still in detention, he
apologised to say no he was joking, but I said to him that is a very serious joke. Anyway, I wanted to say
that, that is briefly what I wanted to say, if that testimony is brief.

(?) : Mr Neer, you have mentioned that one of your children fell from her cot during the course of the
scuffle that took place in your house, what effect has this had on her health, both emotionally and
physically?

WITNESS: Well, whilst we were in detention, the first three months we were not allowed to see any
family member, Comrades will remember 1985. We were not allowed to see any family member, those
that were fortunate did see, but the rest of the so-called activists, or leadership within the organisation did
not. The first visit, I was told my child had fits, epilepsy. Then this happened of course for the next two
years, because it happened one time, she got the episode of fits when I was with her the other day ... then I
took her to Doctor Mtye who helped me a great deal. But I have noticed that child that she is very
withdrawn, and she has problems at school. Unfortunately for her, she could not get any psychiatric or
psychological treatment, because I am also busy in my work and sometimes it causes a situation that you
may find yourself not being attending to some of your family problems.

 

I think she does need that, I was fortunate that, through contacts with the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights of which invited me at one stage to Zimbabwe to go and testify, and I did, and through
efforts of other people that a trip was organised for me to get psychiatric or psychological treatment in
London. But because there was a doctor available I agreed to attend to the doctor here, who was
recommended by that group in London, and I am saying fortunately for me I did get that treatment.

(?) : Thank you, that is all

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Any questions, Doctor Borainne?

Dr BORAINNE: Mr Neer, thank you very much. I want to ask you a question in terms of South Africa's
commitment to build a human right's culture. It seems from what we have heard from you and many others
who have testified in different parts of South Africa, the torture was wide spread in South African jails. Do
you, as someone who has enormous responsibility now, do you think that torture is still being used in our
jails? And do you think that torture can ever be justified in any country?

WITNESS: Firstly, I think I am of the view that some elements of torture are still being used in the
prisons, we do get some reports that this is continuing. It is continuing because I think the South African
Police service members, some of them are not yet transformed, and I do not think, of course it is my role
and everybody's role to see to it that the SAPS is transformed. You know, there are a number of things that
you can see that people are not ready for transformation, I was searched this morning by one Sergeant
here.

 



He does not know me that I am his boss, then one of my guards intervened and showed him the SAPS
certificate, then he withdrew, I went back to him, I said, "what did you want to do to me"? He said, "I am
searching everybody". Then I said, "Do you know who I am"? He said, "No". Then I said, "Please go and
find out" I hope he has, he is still inside the building. Well, I am talking about transformation, that we have
a very big role, and I am appreciative of the initiatives taken by this forum to be helpful in trying to be a
catalyst in this transformation process. I am saying some members of the SAPS who are still conducting
these elements of torture are giving us a problem in our transformation. The second question is that torture
is a form of action that cannot be tolerated. I have undergone through it, most people have undergone it, it
is a situation that a prisoner or somebody in detention or custody is a helpless person. He or she has no
form of defence physically that he or she can use, because of the situation in which one person finds
himself or herself. Therefore, torture is totally not acceptable, it is a gross violation of a person's human
rights.

Dr BORAINNE: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobode?

Ms P GOBODE: Thank you. You have shared with us a number of very unhappy stories, experiences that
you had. What I want to ask you is sort of a general question, but perhaps specific as well because it relates
to your experience. I would like you to share with us what you think the consequences of the kinds of
experiences that you have are on young people? A number of people in this room and elsewhere
experience similar torture, finding themselves humiliated in front of others, finding themselves helpless in
situations where they are rendered totally impotent and powerless to deal with a situation. What are the
consequences of this suffering when you look back?

WITNESS: It is going to be difficult to say these are the consequences. But I can only say that torture has
a psychological effect, a very prolonged psychological effect on anybody, I have experienced it. Well, of
course it depends on the extent that one has undergone pain in certain areas. For instance, if I may quote
myself, I have a lifelong damage to my lower back vertebrae, I am constantly under treatment from my
orthopaedic surgeon, that is the result of that.

Ms P GOBODE: How did it change who you are, if it did?

WITNESS: It changes one emotionally. But being a politician I do not allow myself to be guided by
emotions because of the torture. Because I would not be able to help transformation, particularly within the
SAPS. It has such negative impact, it depends on who has received what kind of treatment.

CHAIRPERSON: Yasmin Suka?

Ms Y SUKA: I think you know that part of our job is to make recommendations about how to put
measures into effect, so that things like torture never happen again in our prisons. You said that you know
that at certain levels it still happens. There is a view also, that there are certain people who should never be
placed in command, because when they are in control of people in particular situations they abuse the
authority they have. Do you have anything that you can recommend to the Commission about how this can
be reformed in our prisons and with policemen as well?

WITNESS: Well, part of the process has been launched yesterday, and I am grateful for that, that is the



launch by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission by Commissioner Dumisa Ntsebeza. I would also
want, further to that, that, a Committee be put into place to visit the prisons, and interview people, maybe
through that process we would be in a position to extract the brutality that is still continuing. Because our
democracy is only two years old, I do not assume or think for a moment that people who were conducting
this brutality will automatically, within two years change and be other people. They will from time to time
commit mistakes, I would call them mistakes, because I do not think they can do that deliberately, if they
do we do not need such people.

CHAIRPERSON: Yes, Ntsiki Sandi?

Mr N SANDI: Mr Minister, in the process of implementing the reforms which you have mentioned, is
there any interaction between your department and what people normally call the organs of the civil
society?

WITNESS: Yes, we do have what we call the Secretariat within the Ministry of Safety and Security, both
nationally and provincially. The role of the Secretariat is to assist the Minister or the MEC in its
community policing strategy, to link activities within the community with those activities within the
police, so that it would also in a way facilitate a quicker process towards transforming the SAPS.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Dumisa Ntsebeza?

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Thank you, Mr Minister, I just for the record want to ask you if everything you
have said here to the best of your recollection is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing else but the truth?

Can you confirm that?

WITNESS: Again, I want to reiterate what I responded to initially that the details I have given here is the
whole truth of what had happened. I am prepared to face whoever is trying to contest what I have said
here. Mr D NTSEBEZA: Just to round off that point, is it your evidence that you have not falsely accused
any of the persons you mention here, including Niewoudt? And I understand, you will correct me if I am
wrong. Is Niewoudt, you are mentioning here the gentlemen who is known as Lieutenant Colonel
Niewoudt, who brought an application for certain names not to be mentioned, certainly not his name, is
that who you are talking about?

WITNESS: That is exactly the person I am talking about, and I do not make a mistake about everything
here. Instead I could have forgotten some of the things, but I wish to also indicate that this may be the
beginning of statements like these. A lot more will be coming, I am sure during the process you will be
exposed to.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: I am asking because as you indicated at the beginning of your testimony, you had
not given the Commission any statement that on the base of which he could have been given notice that his
name is going to be mentioned, and therefore, I would just like to make sure that we have the names of all
the people that you have mentioned so that we can in terms of the Act then go on to mention them,
including the rider that you say you are prepared to meet them and face them at any forum. Can I just
confirm that you mentioned a certain Mr Faku, but you say that one died in the Motherwell bombing? Is
that correct?



WITNESS: That is correct.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Niewoudt, you have mentioned?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: He is still very much alive. Now Mr Taylor?

WITNESS: Taylor, I do not know his rank, but I can try and get hold of it as to what rank he held at that
particular time.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Is he still serving?

WITNESS: Well, I have not found out, I am trying to find out some of them, like for instance, Loots
himself, it is only then that I got hold of him when he was exposed in this case. I do not know where this
Taylor is.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Thungatha?

WITNESS: Thungatha, yes both of them I mentioned.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Yes, Thungatha is he still serving?

WITNESS: He is still serving.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: van Wyk?

WITNESS: van Wyk, is in the VIP in Bisho.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: He is the one you say is your protection?

WITNESS: He is one of our body guards.

APPLAUSE

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Do you know if he has anything to do with the so called "spyker" van Wyk, you do
not know whether he is the same person?

WITNESS: Well, I would not know, I only know him as van Wyk.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: As van Wyk?

WITNESS: What I have noticed is that he is not with his famous beard anymore, he is clean shaved.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: I see. And Lords, you have accounted for. Mr Strydom, is he still a serving
member?

WITNESS: I was trying to trace him, I have asked about him when I visited Louis Le Grange, people
seem to behave like they do not know where he is. But I am still tracing them, I think history will expose



them like it did to Lords.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Alright. Now there was a name I did not get, is it Cornway?

WITNESS: Cornway.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Cornway, was he also a member of ...

WITNESS: He was the one who was interrogating me during the assault.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Yes, is he still serving?

WITNESS: I have not found him.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: Are these from, and Koen was he from prison?

WITNESS: He is in the prison.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: He is still there?

WITNESS: I hope he is still there.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: And Steyn?

WITNESS: Lieutenant Steyn, I met him when we visited with the Premier, he has been promoted now, he
behaves to be a very welcoming chap when you are there. He is no more the stain that we used to see,
because I think he is doing that because of our positions.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: So he is still in prison?

WITNESS: He is still there at the time when I met him I think sometime last year.

Mr D NTSEBENZA: I am sure you were not made to strip naked with the Premier when you visited this
last time? Thank you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mcebisi Xundu?

Mr M XUNDU: The question I wanted to ask is, would you be prepared to undergo cross-examination by
Niewoudt and others, should they desire to do that?

WITNESS: If it is from the Truth Commission yes, but not any other

person that wants to come and cross-examine me.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you for your very clear account and we will want to take very seriously as
we do with everybody the submission that you have made to the Commission. We hope as you do that
people will be rehabilitated, people will change as our country has changed and thank you for your own
contribution to ensuring that this change will have taken place. Thank you.



ADJOURNS RESUMES

Mr A BORRAINE: I will be grateful if he could come up to the witness stand, please?

CHAIRPERSON: If you do not keep quiet we would not be able to start people.

Mr A BORRAINE: Mr Wandile Appolis, first I am sorry that you had to wait such a long time. Let me
just check to make quite sure you can hear my voice. You can?

WITNESS: Yes, I can hear you clearly.

Mr A BORRAINE: Thank you. My name is Alex Borraine and I am addressing you on behalf of the
Commission and sitting in front of you is the Chairperson, Archbishop Tutu. Other members of the
Commission are sitting right in front of you and they are waiting to hear your story. Without getting up,
please remain seated.

Mr WANDILE APPOLIS D.S.S.

Mr A BORRAINE: Mr Appolis, you are going to tell us the story of what happened in 1985 which
changed your whole life where you were shot and had become blind and have the other injuries which you
would tell us about. It is a very dark story that you will tell. But you have already shown today your great
courage and we are very grateful indeed that you have come before the Commission and we are very
interested to hear from you in order to try and assist you as we have done with everyone else. Whatever the
Commissioner is going to take from you now and guide you as you tell you story. Her name is Yasmin
Sooka. She comes from Gauteng and she is a lawyer, very experienced and she is going to take over from
me now. Can you har me?

Ms Y SOOKA: Hello Wandile, I greet you. Can you hear me?

WITNESS: Yes, I can hear you clearly.

Ms Y SOOKA: When you tell us your story about when you join the UDF, how old were you? Why you
joined? What actually happened to you on that particular day? If you will just start and tell us your story.

WITNESS: On 13 April 1995, I was twenty-one years old then. What happened then was, there was a
time when I was a member of UDF. We were going up and down the streets trying to announce meetings.
We could not jump anyone. We were supposed to go through each and every house. When we got a certain
house, and when I was getting out of the house entering the street now, and we were going. I felt that I was
bumping into one of the people I was walking with. When I tried to look only to find out I was facing the
bullets, then I fell. That was the last time I had my sight. I do not know who picked me up then. I woke up
on the 16th, on a Tuesday, the following week. I was in the hospital. As weeks went by, when I was
getting treatment in the hospital, my sister came to visit me. While I was lying down on the bed in the
hospital somebody shook me and said, "we are here to fetch you." Then I got up. I could hear the
policemen talking to the nurses and the doctors. I did not know who these policemen were, but because of
the mercy of the Lord, when I was on the way to the Special Branch police van, my sister was following
me. She said to one of the police, "So and so, here is money. Please go and buy cigarettes for me." That is
how I got the name. When I got to the Charge Office at Addo, the made me make a statement. They put
me into another place which I do not know. It was on the ground. One of these people made me stand up. I



asked them, "Where are you taking me?", and he said you will see when we get there. We then left. I could
feel that they were now opening a door. He said to me, "We are now arresting you." Then they arrested
me, they locked me up. While I was still locked up, I shouted but I realised I was the only one. When I
reached the floor it was wet. I thought now what I was going to do now. I crawled trying to find a safe
place for me to sit. While I was still crawling I bumped a bucket and I fell. You can imagine the smell
inside. Then I found a place where I could just lie down. In a while I heard somebody opening a door and a
crew of people came in who were arresteda s well. That is how I got help when these people got into the
same room as I was.

 

The following morning somebody came to open. They said, "We want a police." Then I was taken. They
left with me to some place. They did not go inside wityh me at the Charge Office. They only went inside
and then they came back to me. The squad left with me. I was at the back only to find out that I was
coming to the Royal here in Port Elizabeth. I went into the Royal. They did not say anything to me on that
day of my arrival. I was given a bed and that is where I stayed. The following day I was called. This man
took me away. He left me at a certain place which I do not know. I stood there for a long time. After a long
time I heard white men talking to themselves. I heard on saying to me, "Appolis, listen very carefully here.
There is a list that is going to be called out." They said to me, "Do you know these people?" I said, "No, I
do not know these people." They said, "You do not even know a single one?" I said, "No, I do not." They
said, "You are going to tell us the truth." They took me and put me on a chair. One of them handcuffed me
behind my back. One pulled my head back and then I had to face up. They inserted something that I do not
even know now in my head, something that was very tight in my eyes. It really pressed my eyes. Tehn I
felt very dizzy and then I fell. That time I was bleeding though my nose.

 

After a long time I felt something piercing through my finger nails. I was put on the chair again and they
said, "You still say you do not know these people?" I said, "No, I do not know these people." I said to
them, "Please, I prefer to die compared to what you are doing to me now." They removed me from this
spot.

 

They put me at another spot that I do not know as well. I sat there for a long time again. While I was sitting
there, other people arrived as well only to find out that there was where I was going to sleep. I stayed there
for a long time again. The following morning I met my brother just by luck. My brother said, "We have
been looking for you a long time. We heard you died." I asked, "How did you come here?" He said that he
was arrested when they were waiting for certain victims. That was it. Then we parted.

 

Then on Wednesday when we were from the Magistrate, the Magistrate set me free and aid I must come
back on a certain date. I went there four times. On the fourth time, they said there is no case. I must just go
back. I am not guilty. I had a representative, a lawyer. I tried to contact my lawyer. He also told me that
there is no case and he has got nothing to with the case. That was the end of it.



Ms Y SOOKA: Few questions, so that I can just get it clear on record. You said that after they shot you
and you went to hospital. The last thing yu remember taht was the last time you could see. So when you
were in prson, can you remember how long you were held there before you were released?

WITNESS: I stayed for two weeks at Royal.

Ms Y SOOKA: Did you ever bring any case against the Minister of Police for the damaged to your eyes
by the shooting of you by the policemen?

WITNESS: Yes, I did charge the people. But it never really got it anywhere.

Ms Y SOOKA: Could you tell us all the time that you had to go to hospital for treatment on your eyes?
Who paid for that?

WITNESS: You mean somebody paying for the expenses?

Ms Y SOOKA: Yes, did anybody [Inaudible...] THE MICROPHONE WAS OFF.

WITNESS: No, I would not say. I would not know anything about that.

Ms Y SOOKA: ... need antoher operation. Can you tell us a little more about that please?

WITNESS: I would appreciate it if the Commission can have me to have another operation so that they
can take out the pellets that are inside my eyes. The treatment that I got at Roayal it was very very bad.
These pellets are still inside. My head is still full of these pellets. It is very difficult for me to sleep. I still
sleep on one side only.

Ms Y SOOKA: ... told us that at the time when you were shot you had of becooming a musician. But your
blindness has put an end to that. Could you tell us, you have told the Commission that you want the
Commission to do something about music in the township. Could you tell us more about your dreams,
please?

WITNESS: I have a lot of talent. I am a keyboard player. But now after this incident when I lost my
eyesight I could not do anything else agian. I tried to form a gospel group formed by some youth. That is
the youth now that I am still singing with at home. So I thought I am going to ask the Commission to
please get me an instrument, full instrument so that it can help me and the group I am still practicing music
with.

Ms Y SOOKA: How do you support yourself at this point in time?

WITNESS: Right now I am on pension but that pension does not cover all my expenses. I depend entirely
on my mother. I do not even wish to go to the street and beg from people. I decided no, I must come to the
Commission, cry to the Commission, see if it can please give me some money. I do not want to burden
anyone. If I can just get some amount of money from the Commission to help me out.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Borraine?

Mr A BORRAINE: Thank you, very much, Wandile, for telling us what happened to you. You know, we



in the Commission talk sometimes about victims and sometimes we talk about survivors. You are the
survivor. You have been able to overcome something which I think many of us would have given up on. I
hope you will not giv eup on your dreams. There are other musicians you will know their names, who are
also bling and they became very famous. So keep it up. I just want to ask a little bit more about the time
when you were shot. You and the group of young people were going from house to house preparing for a
mass meeting. A constable in the Police Force opened fire and shot you and many ohthers. According to
the statement you gave us two of your colleagues were killed. One lost an eye others may have been
injured and you yourself were blinded. Ms Sooka asked you whether you had a court case. Can you
remember, weas there any court case concerning the two young people who were killed and the others of
you who were so badly hurt? Was the constable ever taken to court?

WITNESS: As I am speaking to you here now, he is working. He was a policeman then, now he is a
detective.

Mr A BORRAINE: Do you know of any court case where he was charged for killing people?

WITNESS: You mean him?

Mr A BORRAINE: MICROPHONE WAS OFF.

WITNESS: I heard a lot about hime that he hs been charged by a lot of people because he did a lot of ugly
things to people.

Mr A BORRAINE: Did you say that he is still now a detective?

WITNESS: Yes, he is still working even today.

Mr A BORRAINE: We will try and follow that up. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Any other questions? Dr Borraine says, do not lose hope because look at Stevie
Wonde, look at Ray Charles. I would like to say to you, what I am interested in, what you have just said, is
that when you talk about your hurt? You tried to think for other people as well. In your request you said,
"the Truth Commission should help you to get musical instrument, not just for yourself but for the youth
also so that you can go on with this gropup to continue to practice your music". These are the things that
make South Africa to be a successful country. It is because of people like you. People who are still
struggling, people while they are crying, crying painfully but still thinking for other people. We thank you
for your great humanity. I wish everybody here is listening. They should know that in the end this new
South Africa is going to be successful. Because we as the citizens of South Africa, are the people who are
going to help each other. People should not be selfish. People should think that something that I am doing
now how helpful it will be for the next person. We thank God for people like you. Thank you. People, I am
sure that people like Mr Appollis. Even the people who are here, people who are like him. Please,
[Inaudible...] for him and thank God for people like him.

Mr A BORRAINE: Chairperson, the next witness we call is Bhekapi Gladys Maqolo.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Mr A BORRAINE: Ms Maqolo, will you please make sure that he headphones are answered? Ms



Maqolo, can you hear me? Ms Maqolo, can I ask you? Can you hear me?

WITNESS: Yes, I can hear you.

Mr A BORRAINE: Thank you, very much. I have been watching you sitting waiting your turn and you
have waited a very long time and you have been very patient. You have a very sad story to tell the
Commission. We are very thankful to you for coming. You are most welcome. I think that the person next
to you is Mbuyseli, your son. Is that right?

WITNESS: Yes, he is my son.

Mr A BORRAINE: We are very glad to welcome him also, he has got a long word. You are going to tell
us in the moment what has happened to him and to you and your family.

Ms BHEKAPI GLADYS MAQOLO D.S.S.

Mr A BORRAINE: Thank you, very much indeed. You are going to tell you story to the Commission and
to try and assist you to do that, Ntsiki Sandi, who is sitting on my left hand side. He is going to take over
from me. Please, in your words just tell the story of what happened to you. Thank you.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Ms Maqolo. By the way, Ms Maqolo, you said you live here in Port Elizabeth?

WITNESS: Yes, I live here in Port Elizabeth.

Mr N SANDI: Are you here to talk about your son, the one next to you? Mbuyiseli?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: You said you have three sons, this one is one of them?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: When you gave us your statement, you said you will talk on behalf of him because he
cannot express himself well. Is that so?

WITNESS: Yes, that is so. You woul dnot be able to hear him. Even in my case sometimes I cannot even
hear him properly becasue...

Mr N SANDI: Are you going to elaborate on your story?

WITNESS: In short the story goes. Mbuyiseli went to the Police Station.

Mr N SANDI: Could you start there and go on, Ms Maqolo?

WITNESS: On this day, Mbuyiseli has been robbed by certain people. After being robged he went to the
Police Station. When he got there he said he could identify the person who robbed them and the detectives
went to fetch the person. When they brought the person to the Police Station, this person said, "Please, I
want to bring back the watch and a pair of shoes and maybe some money. I cannot remember the amount. I
want to bring all these back to him. My word is, "He mus tgo back to that detective and they must file



something saying that this person wants to bring back all these things that he had robbed." They went back
to that detective and that wa the last time I saw Mbuyseli. That day it was on a Monday. Then on Tuesday
even on Monday, we started looking for him. Even on Tuesday, we tried looking for him. We could not
find him. Then on Wednesday, a certain lady in a car arrive. She was a social worker. She said she has
been called by the Central Park. They told her that Mbuyiseli is very sick, he is in hospital. I sent
somebody, one of my grandchildren who was a student at that time. That is the one who is taking care of
him now. I sent him to go to the Central Park. She got a private to go and see him in the hospital. When I
got to the hospital, I saw him lying on his back. He was tied up, his hands and feet were tied. He had a
bandage from here to the.... His eyes were twised as you could see that they are as we speak. He had a
cerain cry. He sounded like a jackal. But you could see that it is somebody who is very much in pain.
While I was still standing there looking at him, it was around 08h00 at that time. One of the nurses
approached me, you could see that he was trying to still what he was doing. He wasnot allowed to come to
me. He said to me here is the doctor, he is coming. Ask him. So when the doctor arrived I asked, "What
happened to him?" He said to me, "I was going to ask the same thing to you, why is he like this?" I said, "I
do not know. The only thing that I know is that he was on his way to report the people who had robbed
him. I do not know why is he here. This man siad to me, he has been injured in his head. So I asked, "who
did this to him?" This man said to me, "He has been injured in his head". So I asked, "Who did this to
him". Then he said, "He probably was fighting with other prisoners at St Albans." Then I could not do
anything when the doctor said that. Then I went home because there was nothing that my son could say.
The only thing he could do was to scream. Then I just left. I went home. When I got there...

Mr N SANDI: So when you got there you told them the story, they did not know anything?

WITNESS: Yes, I told them what happened in the hospital.

Mr N SANDI: When you got into the hospital, was there anybody else who was with him besides the
doctors and the nurses?

WITNESS: There was a policeman. But I did not get a chance to speak to this policeman becuase I was
about to ask the policeman when this doctor arrived. Then the sister came to me and then told me this is
the doctor. But at home I woke up in the morning and I told them what happened. His brothers and sisters
went to him in the hospital. They said they also cannot do anything with him because he cannot speak. He
was tied even at that time. Again in the morning I went. When I went there on the third day I was still with
him. I was with other two women, we said a short prayer. One of the hospital security came to us. He said
to us, what are we doing with this man because this man is a prisoner.

 

I said to him, I do have a permit to come to St Albans. He smashed the permit and he left with it and then
he said we must leave the hospital, then we left. When I got home, my youngest son was also wanted by
the police. He was not at home at that time. But fortunately Afrika arrived while I was at hom and told him
what had happened. When I went to Majodini, he said "Yes, Mama, we are going to go there on Saturday."
On Saturday we went to the hospital. My son was still like that and he did not even know where he was.
Majodini took a statement from the police. I did not even know what he was asking this police. During that
time one of the securities, same security, came back.

 



Majodini asked, "Is it not the same man who smashed the permit from you?" Then Majodini asked, "Why
did you smash the permit from this woman?" This man said, "No, we are supposed to keep the permits."
Then he took back the permit and gave it back tome on that Saturday, then we went home. I did not go
back on Sunday. Then on Monday I woke up and went back to the hospital. When I got to the hospital he
was not in his bed. After we discovered that he was not in his bed I looked for him in the whole hospital. I
asked the same sister, "Where is the person who was lying here?" When she looked at the chart she said,
"No, this person has been discharged." Then she said, "Maybe you have missed him on the way, he has
gone home immediately." I took a bus and went home.

 

When I got home he was not there either. Then I called the hospital and told this sister that no, but this man
is not at home. Obviously he has not come home yet. When the sister was telling me that she is still going
to look for him, police van arrived at home. I cannot remember how many policemen were there in this
van. One of the black policemne came in and said to me, "Is Max Maqolo your son?" He asked, "Are you
Gladys Maqolo?" I said, and then he said "I am sent by St Albans. I am here to tell you that Max is very ill,
he is still at St Albans. So get the use of a transport and go and get him from the hospital. Is aid to this
policeman "when prisoners are sick in hospital, are they taken home, now why are you taking him home,
that is not procedure?" This policeman said, "No, but it is your mercy not everybody gets that kind of
mercy."

 

I said to him, please tell this government taht I say that mercy taht he wanted to give me so that he can go
at the same government that is giving me this mercy, I did not want that mercy. Becaue I want my child as
he was, I do not want that mercy. He must give that mercy to those people who need it. I do not need it. I
want my child as he was. I said, "sorry, what is your name?" Then he said, "Why do you want to know my
name?" I said, but you asked my name so I also want to ask you name. I want to know who you are. Then
he said his name is Segeant Makeleni, then he left. Then I called the hospital again and talked to this sister
at 4A. She said, "Mama, do not worry. Relax." I said to her I am going to tell the doctor he has been
discharged. These people had stolen him. The procedure says if he is still ill he is supposed to stay in the
hospital. He is not supposed to come back to you.

 

I waited for a long time until the sister should call me back. AFter a long time I saw many vehicles of the
police standing in front of my yard. He got out of that, he was just like a piece of rag. He could not clean
himself. He could not even eat. I had to feed him because he could not do it himself. Even if he goes to the
toilet, I had to pick him up. When they put him into the room, he could not walk. They had him in their
arms. I said to him, "What about the hospital? Why do you bring him here when he is still so sick?" They
said, "No Mama, his prison term is over, he is now your problem. If you want to take him to the hospital,
you do that. It is not our probelm anymore, he is not our burden anymore. This is now your duty. If you
want to take him to the hospital, he is yours." Then I called the hospital again. This sister said that, "They
were told to bring him here, I do not know why they brought him to you." Now I am making a mistake,
they first started... they brought him to the hospital before they brought him to me. I am sorry for this
mistake because it has been a very long time since this happend. The sister said to me when I called her,



here is Mbuiseli next to me, Mbusyiseli is still in the same condition. When they brought him back again
the second time to me, taht is the time now I called back at the hospital saying that are they here, are they
bringing him back to me again and he is still in the same condition. In the evening when they brought hi
mto me again they said to me, no, but his prison time is over. That was somethinng to six in the evening.
They said to me, we are here to take Mbuyiseli again from yuou. I said, did you not say now his prison
term is over? They said, no, we made a mistake. His prison term is not over yet, his date has not arrived
yet.

 

Then we argued about thisk. When they came back again, Afrika was now in the house. I could see that
these people who came here did not know who Afrika was, saying that Afrika was wanted by the police.
He said, "No, Mama, allow them to take him back to the hospital." So I thought let me not argue more
about this just in case they take Afrika as well. When I went into this room with this police then he had
started to raw down at his cheek, when he looked at his eyes. He has just raw down his cheek. They took
him away that particular night. We slept, then on the followng day while I was still sitting at home, they
brought him again.

Mr N SANDI: On this occassion was it now the following day?

WITNESS: Yes. They said to me, yes, now his prison term is really over. We are now bringing him back
for good. We woul dnot take him back again. This time he was being helped but just say he is a very young
man. His head was hanging just like he was holding a dead thing. He said, "Mama, here he is. Mama, I
want to tell you that my hands are clean in this case but here is your son." When I got there his clothes
were in a [Inaudible...] bag. He was still in a check pyjamas. When I took out these clothes, his jsean was
very clean. It looks liek it has been washed and ironed. There was not underpants and his T-shirt was still
very clean, exactly the way that it was before he left hom. My question is why... INFORMATION LOST
THROUGH CHANGING OF CASSETTES. ... They said they do not know anything, So I decided to
just stay with my son.

Mr N SANDI: Ms Maqolo, when you asked him, is there anything that he gave you? Any explanation or
about what happened to him?

WITNESS: Now, as you see him he can speak better than he was before. WE could not even understand
him. You would think that his throat has been tied up. I do not know now what is going on. Youw ill fin
out every now and then... You will find out that he can think of something that happened a long time ago. I
remember we were listening to the news on the radio. They were talking about the case of the policemen
who were bombed in Motherwell. My Faku's name was mentioned. He was also listing and he jumped
when he heard Faku's name. So I asked, "How do you know Faku?" He said, "Faku was there when I was
beaten up." Then after that he was just lost again but he did mention taht Faku was on of those people who
did it to him.

Mr N SANDI: Ms Maqolo, we are in a certain problem now here because the person who is a victim here
cannot tell us exactly what happened. In your view, as you know him as a son, you know all his
movemnets. What makes you think he was arrested? What do you think happened for him to be arrested?

WITNESS: Sir, he was just an ordinary trade union member but because that whole household was



wanted by police. His police was a member of the ANC and his brother was a member of the UDF. These
boys was used to say that house ws a Communist house.

Mr N SANDI: You were told that your house was a Communist house?

WITNESS: Yes. One of these boys used to say to each other, do you know that their father is an ANC
member and the son is a UDF member? So this house is a Communist house. Yess, their father was a ANC
member, a very strong ANC member. As a result I could not name a boy at home. The first one is Hitler,
he is Russia and he is followed by Afrika and after that is Stalin. Those are the names that were named by
their father.

Mr N SANDI: Is the last one Stalin?

WITNESS: Yes, that is what I am trying to say. I was jsut an ordinary member. I was the only one who
was not a strong politicia, I would say. When the policemen arrived, they knew all this information. Then
they called it the Communist house. Unfortunately, he cannot give us this report.

Mr N SANDI: Is there any treatment that he is getting from the hospital?

WITNESS: He is taking treatment from St Albans. Even his surname in the hospital, he does not have my
address. The doctor who is treating, I do not believe him as a doctor. I have never seen him. The only time
I saw him was that very mornign when I saw him.

Mr N SANDI: As we speak to you right now, is there a treatment that he is getting?

WITNESS: That is where I am coming now, sir. He has been receiving treatment from the hospital. Then
after a while they told me that he will never recover. There is nothing else taht they can do unless we see
aything else that comes out from him. He has been just damaged now. I went to the doctor, the Black Sash
took me there. This doctor is in Rank Street. That doctor examined him. I think that is the doctor who
actually examined him properly. At that time, if he had to speak something to you, he had to hold one of
his eyes. While he was banged against the wall, some of the veins of the eyes got damaged. This is now
how he is getting his double vision when he looks at somebody.

Mr N SANDI: The details of his illness, where can the Commission get all those details?

WITNESS: I have tried to get the details also from the hospital because I knew that the Commission
would want documentation from the hospital. They examined his eye and they gave him some eye drops
but then I was told taht I am not going to get any doctor certificate.

Mr N SANDI: When you conclude, Ms Maqolo, after that I would hand over to the Chairperson. You are
here to the Commission, what is your request to the Commission?

WITNESS: The reason why I am here, sir, I want to continue with this case. I have tried by all means,
now even the lawyers that I have asked, there is nothing that they can do for me. I would like to find out, is
there anyone else who knows anything about the condition of my son except the person who did this to
him. Because now, as he is at the moment, he cannot get any wife, he cannot even get a house. He cannot
even wash himsef, I have to help him. I would really like it if the Commission can please get me that
particular person who knows. His brothers used to say that he is a "sissie" becasue he is quiet. He is not a



rowdy person. I do not know happened to him now. I do not know who did this to him.

Mr N SANDI: I am sure now the Chairperson who is sitting here next to me has listened to your request,
that there must be an investigation as to the inquiry of your son. I am going to hand over now to the
Chairperson. Thank you, Mama.

WITNESS: Thank you.

Mr N SANDI: Anyone else with a question? Dr Borraine?

Mr A BORRAINE: Quite quick because you must be very tired, but we need the earphones again. Can
you hear me alright?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr A BORRAINE: Good. First of all, and I want you to listen very carefully, what was the state of your
son's health before he was arrested or before he was in jail. What was the condition of his health?

WITNESS: He was healthy. He was a very good person, he was very healthy. That is why I am saying the
person who did this to him, I know that my son did not do anything to that person.

Mr A BORRAINE: The secon question is, can you remember the name of the doctor that first saw your
son in hospital, when you saw him lying there and teh sister said, here is the doctor. Can you remember his
name?

WITNESS: No, I would not be able to because there is something that I found out when I was on my way
out of the hospital. He did not write his name on the chart. I remember on one occassion I asked them to
plase take me to a certain place. I was taken into this building. He asked a certain doctor to sign for him.
That doctor, when he looked at the file, I heard him talking to a sister in Afrikaans. "They are not goin gto
put this nonsense on my file", but I did not understand Afrikaans. Then the doctor said "You must go and
get a Panado." I said to this sister "No, sister, what is this nonsense that he is talking about? What nonsense
is he talking about?" He said something about nonsense before he threw the file. The sister said, "No, if I
can just say something to you, there is no doctor written in this file. Nobody wants to sign his name in this
file." So I do not think thename of that doctor is in that file. This is why I do not know him today. When he
was going itnto the hospital, any doctor was seeing him. He did not have his own doctor.

Mr A BORRAINE: Just one last question. Was your son ever charged by the police? Did he ever go to
court? Was there a case against him or was he detained?

WITNESS: No, I have no ledger of that but I did ask them. I asked one of the policemen, especially that
one that was guarding him. He said my son gave cigarettes to some of the prisoners and that was his
offence.

CHAIRPERSON: Mama, I do not know what to say now except taht we are proud of people like you
because as we are listening to your story. You look like a person who should have said to these people, the
police, somebody who was supposed to be afraid but your ourage and your bravery, we applaud it. That is
what I had said jsut before that. There was no way the Apartheid could succeed when there are people like
you in this country. That is why now we have defeated all those people who did not want us to be free. We



thank the Lord for people like you. We feel your pain with you. We can see what kind of pain your son is
in. It is something that we cannot change. We will try by all means to investigate what happens until we
get the truth. We will find out what happened and why this happened, but Mama, you are wonderful. I said
once that I am proud that I am African and Black. Thank you, Mama.

WITNESS: Before I step down Reverend, if I do not say this, it will be like I did not say anything. I want
to give the Black Sash a big thank you for their role during the illness of my son. Their role has been a big
role. The Black Sash took me to the doctors. At that time it was very difficult to do anything. You would
even be afraid of your neighbours becuase they would tell what you are doing, all your movements. At that
time we were not even loved by our community but the Black Sash took time and they fetched my son and
took him to doctors. I thank the whole of South Africa. Thank you. May God bless all of you.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Mama. Thank you. Order please. Thannk you. Those who want
to lelave, please do so quickly. We are not going for tea anymore because we are going to conclude now.
We are going to try and finish with those who are left quickly. Those who want to leave, please do so
quickly. There are only two left. Those who did not leave will not be able to do so anymore. Order. Thank
you very much.

Mr A BORRAINE: Chairperosn, before I call the next witness, could I just say a special word of thanks
to the translators. They have had a long day and they really need a bread but because we want to try and
finsih so that people who need to get busses or need to go home, we are not going to have a break. We are
very grateful to them. I hope they will translate that for themselves. Chairperson, we call now Nokuzola
Caroline Folani. Ms Folani, you are very very welcome. Do you need the earphones, please? Thank you
very much. Ms Folani, I must thank you too. You also had a very long wait and we are grateful to you for
your patience and we are thankful to you for coming to the Commission. YOu have a very sad story to tell
about the murder of your husband. In a moment I am going to ask Mr Finca to lead you in telling that
story. But please, could we first take the oath? If you will stand please.

Ms NOKUZOLA CAROLINE FOLANI D.S.S.

Mr A BORRAINE: Again I say you are most welcome and we are now waiting to hear your story. I will
hand you over to my colleague, thank you.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Chairperson. Mama Folani, as you understand that nobody buys anyone here.
People just come in here and go back to their seats. I want to understand that is the reason why you are
here, the death of your husband. Could you please explain to the Commission shortly how you lived with
your husband before this incident? How you were relating?

WITNESS: We used to stay at Kwa-zakhele at Magaleni. We used to live in peace and I had two children
from him. One was with us and the other one was in Grahamstown. At that time I was pregnant with the
third one.

Rev B FINCA: How did you relate with your neighbours? Were you in good terms with your neighbours
or were there any trouble? Just in your neighbourhood.



WITNESS: No, we were all living in peace. We are happy.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Rev B FINCA: You were saying, Mama? As you were telling us, Ms Folani, the way you used to live
with your neighbours. What do you think caused all these things that led your husband to be killed?

WITNESS: He was a policeman. that was the time when policemen were not wanted at all. That was in
1985. On 28 April 1985, it was on a Sunday afternoon. I was just resting in the afternoon. He used to like
reading andn he was wearing a tracksuit, just resting on a blanket. Around 19h00 or 20h00 in the evening I
just heard people going into the room. They started shooting when he was tryin gto run for his firearm.
They got him before he did that, then they shot him in his leg. Then I was shocked. I woke up and I fell
when I woke up.

 

They dragged me out. There were two cars and there were too many people outside. I do not know how
they got here. He was put into a boot and I was put into a Golf. I did not know where they were going,
only to find out they were going into a certain place called Soweto here in Port Elizabeth. He was in
another car and I was in anotehr car. On the way we were been beaten up. They were asking me "What are
you doing with a police?" At that time I was being beaten up, there was another lady in the car. They told
me that if you stand in front of a wheel, the wheel will go over you. I did not understand at that time what
that meant.

 

We went into a big house at Soweto. My husband was already there. I found out that place was full of
people. The car that I was in, stopped in front of this house. The question that I heard tha tthey were asking
from inside. They sai dto him "Do you remember some of the people that you were arrested with?" and
then he said yes, he remembered all that and he is asking for forgiveness for all those things. They took
him out of the house. They had black plastics and 5 litres of petrol and some tyres. I was offered taking
him out of the car. Then I was made to watch him. I was made to look at him for the last time.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Rev B FINCA: Mama Folani, take your time. If you wnat to take a little break, the Commission will give
you that. Do not rush yourself. WITNESS: During all this time, I had only a nightdress on. I was told to
stand outside and look as this dog was dying now. Then I asked them to burn him with me bbecause I
could not endure to listen to his cries. They said the petrol that they had was only for him. They were
going to burn me up tommorrow. They made him drink petrol and he was also crying that he must be burnt
with me. That is how they did it. They burnt him right in front of me until he died. They left with me. They
were looking for petrol because they aslo now wanted to burn me out as well. They went to Kwa-zekhele,
to Njoli, to Daku. At that time you use to get petrol from the houses. We went to another shop called
Makhaya at Jonson raod. There they knocked, threw stones on the roof of the house. They were looking
for petrol and then the man said "No, I do not have petrol but here is money if you want to buy petrol. Here
is money." It was at night. He used to say "No, I could not even draw petrol from my car tank."



 

At that time it was already during dawn. Currently now the nesws has spread taht I have been taken by the
police and my husband has also been taken by the police. I was taken to a place called a base but
apparently there was no chance for me to be burnt at that particular time becaue these policemen were still
going around. Some people were againnst my being necklaced. Some said no, I must be necklaced bcause I
watched my husban being necklaced. But now those who said no, do not burn her up. One, because they
said I am pregnant. That is how I survived.

 

When I realized now that I was not going to be necklaced, I asked them to be taken home. It was already
during the day. They said they were all going to take me home and I must not tell anyone aboutr what
happened. They were going to keep me to maek sure that I am not going to say anything. I am going to be
a part of them. Then I promised taht I am going to do exactly that. So I left with them. I wnet to where I
stayed. When I got there, my clothes and my goods in the house have already been taken by my brothers
and sisters. My stepmother asked "What happened, Nokuzola?" I was told to shut up, not to say anything.
If I say anything, I was going to be killed. So I said "No, let me jsut go back to these people."

 

I washed and I put on my clothes and then I went back with these people to where we were. People were
very afraid. They could not even ask what was happening to me. The neighbours were standing outside,
watching, but they wer every scared to ask any questions. When people got to Soweto, they said, "No, we
saw what happened to Nokuzola, but it was even difficult for Nokuzola to say anyting." Then I asked them
"I want to go back to work." I was working at Mentone at that time. Then they said "Go to work, we are
going to fetch you from work. What are you going to say when people are asking you about your
husband?" Then I said I am going to talk aobut people that I do not even know. At that timee it was during
the day.

 

When I went to Mentone, my supervisor asked, "Caroline, where are you from? We have already heard
that your husband has been necklaced, but where have you been?" So I told them what happened. I said I
have been taken by certain people who have ddropped me here at the gate but I do not have anywhere else
to go. They told me even if I can go to Cape Town, wherever I can go, they will find me and when I say
anyting, they are going to kill me. So the police came and I made a statement. They told me if this car
comes back again I must just get inot it. So I did that. When it was time for me to knock off, these people
did not come back to fetch me. I am sure they were afraid of teh helicopters that were flying over us.

 

I found a place to sleep at Algoa Pass. There was another policeman called Steve Ntuza. When he realized
that I was pregnant, he said I must go back to my house and stya there with Mr Ntuza. One of Aubrey
Jacobs's friend who was called Grootboom. They said "No, but this woman is due to give birth at the time.
She must come and live with us." Well, I stayed with them until I gave birth. My father came to me and he
asked me to come back. Now it is 1986. He must go back and live at home. Things now have calmed



dowdn, there are aslo committees. I must go back. My mother was not even living with my father at that
time. He took my child and he stayed with my child.

I used to attend church quite a lot and I was a member of the guild in our church. I would be in and out of
consultations. Still in 1986 we had a church convention in Uiitenhage. When I cam eback at night, my
father said "Nokuzola, this is getting dangerous. I am scared of this now. This is really getting dangerous. I
am telling you, if Uitenhage was right next door, people would have gone to Uitenhage and fetched you
because there are people who said you must be killed. You must not go to court because you saw what
happened".

 

While I was still taking my clothes off, there was a knock. My father said "Go into the room and stay
there, hide there, it must be them at the door". So I hid. I heard them saying "Is she not back", and he said
"No". Some said "Let us wait for her". One of them said, "No, there are so many places we have to go".
One of them said "She must be killed becuase she saw what happened to Jacobs. So we have to kill her, we
do not want to keep her. We have to kill her". My father said, "When she comes in I am just going to tell
her not to go to court". Then they said "If you do not tell her, we are going to shoot her in that court". At
night I escaped. I went to Ngqikana. I stayed there until the morning. My father came in at 03h00 am,
saying that I must run away. I must go to the police because these people keep coming back to him. I could
not even wear my shoes becuase the steps that I was making felt like they were steps made by somebody
following me. My feet were very hot and I was very afraid.

Rev B FINCA: Ms Folani, I am going to disturb you there just for a while. It is very clear in the statement
in front of us. The question that I want to ask you is, these people that you are talking about who were in a
Kombi, those who said they want to kill you, how many were they?

WITNESS: I did not see them with my naked eye. I was hiding in the room, so I could not see them.

Rev B FINCA: So you do not know their names either?

WITNESS: No, I do not know their names. While I was kept in the base, there were names like Mzimba
Tatise. Some of those people are here in this hall. I saw one of them. Well, when the exiles were coming
back, they also came back. During the struggle they went outside the country. I saw soem of them in this
particular hall as we speak.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Rev B FINCA: So while you were hiding behind the baby's cot, you heard some of these men saying to
your father they were sent by their lawyers, Mr Pillay and Mr Tshabalala, to come and kill you. Did you
believe what these men said when they said they were being sent by laywers to come and kill you?

WITNESS: No, I was not sure about that.

Rev B FINCA: My last question, Ms Fulani, is that we would like to continue now from your story. Were
there any people arrested for this incident?

WITNESS: Yes, they were all arrested. Some brought themselves forward. Most of the time they brought



themselves forward. They would say "No, I am happy. There is a certain cry that I hear in my mind of
Jacobs".

Rev B FINCA: So what was the verdict? Were they sentenced to years?

WITNESS: I do not know how many years they were sentenced to but now they were all released during
the time when everybody else was released from prison.

Rev B FINCA: Lastly, Ms Fulani, you told your story to the Commission, is there anything that you
would prefer the Commission to do to make a follow-up on your story or you just wanted to tell the story
to the Commission so that it can just know it?

WITNESS: I would like the Commission to take care of me and my children because from the salary that
I get, I cannot fulfill all the things that I would like to do for them because it is too little. When things get
really difficult, I think that if Jacobs was alive, I would not be in such difficulty.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you very much, Ms Fulani, for your story.

WITNESS: But the people who burnt my husband, I have forgiven them. Only God will do something to
them. But their day is coming. I have forgiven them.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Chairperson. Your pain is our pain as well and I am sure that the Commission
is going to try by all means to help you as much as it can. I do not know if you were here already. Ms
Kinikini gave her statement. He said there was a Presidential Trust that President, not this one. It looks like
victims were being paid from that trust, people who were victims of the struggle at that time. I just want to
find out now, if we can investigate on how we can help you, we want to know from the statement that you
have given us, is their anything that the government has done for you or the government did not do
anything for you to help you out. Is there any amount of money that you received from the government
since your husband was working for the government and he died as a policeman and he died because he
was a policeman of the then government?

WITNESS: I did not receive a cent, sir.

Rev B FINCA: I want to make sure of this, Sissie. You did not receive a cent from the government?

WITNESS: No, I did not receive a cent from the government.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Sissie.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

WITNESS: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Nokuzola, I just want to comment about your pain. IT is very difficult. We cannot
weigh any pain. We cannot say somebody's pain is better than somebody else's pain. When somebody feels
that pain, we know that it affects all of us. But what I have noticed in what you were telling us is that if



somebody is in this kind of pain, then it looks like no one wants to sympathize with you. People are afraid
that they will also be necklaced. People are afraid that they will also be called informers, just like there
were you who became a victim and your husband.

 

Perhaps what is positive out of this is that there are people who came to you who ask for forgiveness,
saying that they can still hear your husband's cries in their heads. They could not rest because they could
still hear your husband's cries during his death. We appreciate the fact that you have forgiven those people.

WITNESS: They did not bring themselves to me. they brought themselves forward to the police saying
that now they are still being haunted by these cries.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mama. Thank you very much. I have already said that during the struggle
these things used to happen on all sides. Please accept our sympathies. We are going to try and see if we
could fulfill your request. thank you, very much. We would now like to call the last witness.

Dr A BORAINE: Chairperson, the last witness for today's hearing is Mr Gungqile Mpanda. You are very
welcome. Could you please put the earphones on, Mr Mpanda please. Is it coming through alright?

 

TAPE 5 BEGINS

INTERPRETER: Yes, I can hear clearly.

Dr A BORAINE: Could you please tell us who the lady is sitting next to you?

WITNESS: She is my wife.

Dr A BORAINE: Thank you for coming with him. It is very difficult for both of you, especially for you,
Mr Mpanda. But then your wife has to live with you which is also difficult, I ma sure like the rest of us. Mr
Mpanda, you are going to talk, not about a family member, but about yourself. Of the struggle that you
went through , how you were violated or tortured and the attempted murder on your life. I will have to ask
you firs t if you will please stand for the taking of the oath.

Mr GUNGQILE EBSON MPANDA D.S.S

Dr A BORAINE: Thank you very much. Mr Mpanda, if I can just say, it will help us quite a lot if you will
speak to us when you tell your story so that everybody in this very crowded hall can help you. In order to
assist you, my colleague sitting next to me, Mr Dumisa Ntsebeza is going to help you to tell that story.
Thank you very much for coming.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Thank you, Dr Boraine. I would like you to tell the story in your words. As we are
now approaching the end of the day I would not want you to have any problem and complain saying that
"No, I have been around. I was not given enough chance to say my story". I am going to lead you so that
you can be on the right track. I am going to lead you here and there, try to put you on the right track. Is that
right?



WITNESS: Yes.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Could you please tell us who is Gungqile, where he was born, where he grew up,
what is his plain name. Are you married etcetera. Up to when you started with this politics.

WITNESS: I am Gungqile, I was born at Ndikedeni in Uitenhage. I am married, I have six children.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Now let us start with the struggle. Could you please raise your voice?

WITNESS: It was during the 80's. We were involved with the Civics. There was a Service Staff
Community which was responsible for the people who were not employed at that time. We used to collect
food from certain wholesalers for those people who were unemployed. We stocked with this until it was
1985. I was the one responsible for it especially. It was during that time that I was interrogated by the
police. I ma just going to say this in segments. In 1984, on 1 December, my Kombi was burnt down which
I used to transport the Comrades. It was in the morning. They put a tyre in the engine of my Kombi which
I had only for four months.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Sorry, sir. Do you know the people who burnt your Kombi and why they burnt it?

WITNESS: The person who we held there, he told us that he was sent by Silumko, Silumko of Kinikini.
the police arrested him. He was in my house. The police arrested, he said "No, this man looks like he is not
really well in is head". I said, "No, I am not a doctor, that is not my business".

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Let us go back to 1985. As you said between 1985 and 1987, that is the time people
were arrested quite a lot tortured and beaten up. You were one of those victims that were assaulted. Please
tell us, from May 1985, tell us what happened.

WITNESS: On 4 May 1985, there was a funeral of Mr Magobiyane who was a member of UDF. There
was a conflict between Cosatu and UDF. I was not in that funeral, I was at home. At midnight on Saturday,
meaning now on 5 May, boere came to collect us in our houses. It was around 15h00 or 16h00. We were
put in security offices in Uitenhage. At that time, all those people were from Port Elizabeth, not from
Uitenhage. There were three rooms in the place. In the first room there were just black policemen. People
like Tungata and Macici. I did not get a chance when i got there. I was just beaten up until I fell on the
ground. They burnt my beard with matches.

 

While I was still on the ground, I was still lying on the floor, Nieuwoudt came in. He did not say anything.
He just showed me with his finger to come to him. So I stood up. We went into this second room. That
room had only boere. when I got there, there were two chairs. One boer sitting on the other chair and there
was an empty chair in front of him. I sat on that chair. He said to me, "A kaffir cannot sit in a chair". So I
stood up. I was told to put my hands into my pocket, so I did. I was told to sit in front of him, in front of
this boer that is sitting on this chair. I was told to put my feet on my knees. One of them had his feet on my
shoulders. He held me with the collars of my shirt. He asked me about the top ten. I think that top ten was
a group of people who wanted to replace Youth Co. But we had a big problem with the Chairperson of that
Youth Co. Those people now wondered who those top ten were. As he was asking me these questions, he
was throttling me. When my chin touched my knees, he tightened his grip. When I tried to get up, this man



called Man tried to work me up. He said "What is this one doing here". I told these people that I do not
know anything about the top ten. One of these "boere" said "Take the thing out of here. Take him out of
here".

 

So when I got outside the people were forced to kiss the wall. If you tried to look, you were slapped on
your face. At that time my waist had already been damaged. I said to Tungata, "Man, I want to sit down. I
am tired. He said, "You are not going to sit down". He was wearing a certain scarf on his neck. He said we
are from Uitenhage now. We damaged a certain house belonging to the UDF people. Now we are in port
Elizabeth. Well, he was just talking to himself. I did not really take any notice of him.

 

At 11h00 in the morning, security from Uitenhage arrived. They offered us curry and rice. I said I do not
want anything to eat. Thy said, "You better eat because now you are going to Pretoria and in Pretoria you
would not eat". So two of us were taken, that was now Matiwane and myself. We were taken to Jeffreys
Bay. Some went to Humansdorp, some went to Despatch. We were eight. We went into one cell in Jeffreys
Bay. Matiwane was in the first cell, the second one was empty and I was put in the third cell. In the cell the
toilet was blocked. When I reported the toilet, I was told that I must just leave the door open.

 

Supper came at 17h00. We were given "stywe pap" and coffee. We were supposed to eat that "stywe pap"
with our own hands. Then we were sent back home at 20h00 during the evening on a Monday. Then were
not told where we were being taken to. From Jeffreys Bay to Uitenhage I found this "boer" that was
driving. He just said to me "No, do not worry".

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Gungqile, there is something that I did not really catch properly from what you said.
I did hear it, but it was just that you were too fast. So the interpreter could not get all of it. You said
something about the sheds that.... Please repeat about that.

WITNESS: When I left the first office that had the "boers", while I was standing I realized that my back
and my waist was very sore. Is aid that I wanted to sit down. He said "Yes, you can sit down." So I did. He
said to me, "You know, we are from Uitenhage, from Grahamstown. That is where we damaged a certain
house belonging to the UDF. When they responded to this, we left. Now we are here in Port Elizabeth".

Mr D NTESEBEZA: .... that they, the police, go to Uitenhage and pretend to be members of AZAPO by
wearing AZAPO shirts. Is that correct? Must I repeat the question?

WITNESS: Yes, the way you are putting it is correct. Yes, they used to go to Grahamstown.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Were they policemen?

WITNESS: Yes, they were policemen but they were wearing AZAPO shirts and they would damage
houses belonging to the UDF people. The UDF, when they were responding to AZAPO, they as policemen
would leave. All this that were happening were done by them as policemen.



Mr D NTESEBEZA: Let us go back to June 1986. That is when you were now arrested by the police.
You were taken to St Albans where you were kept until 11 June 1987.

WITNESS: Yes, I was arrested in 1986, put into St Albans. At that time I used to have a problem with my
head. It used to be quite painful and it used to become worse if I am in a prison. There was nothing more
painful to me than being in prison and not given a chance to go to court. Just sit there and count the plates
of the "stywe pap". On 11 June, I was taken to a psychiatrist who was called Kid. I spent something like
half and hour, handcuffed, in the office of this special branch. From there I was taken into a clinic. I was
handcuffed at that time. I asked them to tell these people to take all these things from me. They ignored
me. I was handcuffed in front of the psychiatrist, right through until I went home.

 

The treatment I received when I was in prison was even worse. There was a certain tablet that I was told
not to take too much of. Then I was told to take it back. I used to report to a certain "boer" called Steyn.
This guy was not right mentally. You would talk to him and before you finish what you are saying, he
would answer you back. He said the person who you are reporting to, he studied for seven years, trying to
be a doctor. So I thought let me just leave him alone. This went on, being in prison and the doctors for a
long time.

 

Then I was taken from Livingstone Hospital. Then I was transferred to Queenstown at Ndumangeni. There
was an argument now about who is supposed to give a second opinion. He said he is the one who is
supposed to give any permission for a second opinion, not the policemen. Before I went into the
Ndumangeni there was an argument. But he said I must be taken to Cape Town. The policemen said I must
wait, the doctor would come to Port Elizabeth. The doctor came to me. When this Cape Town doctor
arrived he asked where I was taken from. I told him that they took me from the hospital. Then he said "I
am going to tell them they must take you back to the hospital again." So they did. After the doctor talked to
me about my problems I was then taken back to the hospital. I stayed in the hospital for two weeks.

 

On the third week the security guards came to the hospital to fetch me. They took me by force. They were
in four cars and we were taken into a provincial hospital. I was given a special room in the P4 ward. It had
a bed and a wardrobe and there was a door that could be locked. Mr Harding who was guarding me at that
time, he used to speak Xhosa. He used to say to me, here is a pen, here is a bottle. You are going to use
them if you want to relieve yourself. "If you want to use the pen and that bottle, I am not going to use that
floor".

 

The psychiatrist came and gave me some tablets which knocked me out until the following day. The
following day I could not even stand up, I was shaking. I was literally shaking. It was 10 November. I was
not asked anything by the security branch. Nobody said anything to me, why I was arrested. The biggest
problem that I was the one who was bread winner at home and while I was sitting here there was no
income at home. That really got to me.



Mr D NTESEBEZA: So you left that prison without being questioned by the security branch at all?

WITNESS: Could you please repeat that?

Mr D NTESEBEZA: You were released from being arrested without being asked any questions by this
security branch after a year?

WITNESS: Yes, it was after a year.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: While you were still in prison, if I understand you well, you hear that there was a
problem between the Africans and UDF.

WITNESS: It was during January 1987, I am not quite sure about that. This was discussed by the
prisoners, that when we get out of this place, they must not just be loose, because we do not really know
what is happening outside. Stories that people received were that people were being beaten up and they
would be hiding in bushes, being chased by certain helicopters. And these policemen would burn people's
houses.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Were you ever attacked by these Africans?

WITNESS: Yes, it was on 28 June.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Please tell us more.

WITNESS: What happened was, on the 27th there was a rugby match. That was the first weekend when I
was released from jail. After that I went back home. At 02h00 am or 03h00 am there was another Kombi
that was in front of my house. We saw it leaving and then we wondered when this car arrived as it is
leaving now. We did not mind about that. In the morning we took a taxi, but this taxi took a wrong turn. I
said to this driver "Please, just drop me here". And this policeman said "No." He simply ignored me.

 

It stopped at Khayelitsha, next to a lot of people. It is very difficult to tell you how I got out of that place. I
could only identify a few people who were there at that time. We went through Marhana and Solilo. I was
beaten up at Solilo until I got unconscious. I regained my consciousness in August when I was in the
hospital. I lost some of my teeth. I do not know what happened to my stomach. Then I was transferred to
Johannesburg.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Please take your time. Do not rush yourself.

WITNESS: I was transferred to Cambridge Clinic in Johannesburg. Even at that time I was not mentally
well still. People told me that I was being assaulted, that is not true. But when I looked at the cut in my
stomach and I looked at the loss of my teeth, I would believe them. But now when my mind was coming
back, around September, I could feel that yes, I am becoming well. I could remember things. Then on 9
December, I cam back to Port Elizabeth. I did not go back to Grahamstown.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: In your statement you said there was another policeman who wanted to shoot at you
while you were still lying on the ground after being assaulted.



WITNESS: I missed to tell you about that one. No, this was not a policeman. This man was Mbityana. He
was an African. He wanted to kill me. This happened on 26 June 1987. It was during the day, right in
broad daylight. People tried to stop Mbityana from shooting me. He spoke with some of these policemen.
A question that I still have in my head is why do you ask him who is living here because I was on that
ground for a long time. I do not know about that. People are telling me this. I was unconscious. When he
was trying to shoot at me, that was the time I was unconscious. When he was trying to shoot at me, that
was the time I was unconscious on the ground.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: We are going to wrap up now. I just wanted to find out, besides the injuries that you
have in your stomach, this ugly scar that you have in your stomach, where else were you injured in your
body while you were assaulted by these Africans?

WITNESS: Some of the scars, that still need treatment, that were not taken care of while they were still
fresh. These questions reminds me of something that I wanted to expose to the Commission. Right here,
this is a cut. The doctors told me that there is a glass that I still have in my lip. I still need some operations.
I am very disturbed by this whole thing. I still have a loss of memory, but after nine years now my amnesia
is not well cured still. I still need a psychiatrist but the problem is that I am not working. I am just at home,
unemployed.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: I noticed that the charges that you laid in the Courts, when you claimed the money
of about R22 000,00 by Vanessa Braalton, that was settled.

WITNESS: The charges that I laid for assault that was done in May, it was R28 000,00. They sent me a
letter, offering R5 000,00. We decided, yes, we are going to take this because we do not know what is
coming next. That is what I did not understand exactly, because I do not know how could they offer
something for my body. This is my body. If you can, I want those people to give me the amount that has
been claimed initially. Not this R5 000,00.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: You were claiming this money because you were assaulted by the police?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Did you name these police at the time?

WITNESS: Yes, I did.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Vanessa Braalton might have all these files.

WITNESS: Yes, these files are still there.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Is there anything Gungqile, that you would like the Commission to do for you?

WITNESS: I have a child who is a student at UPE. I do not have a cent to educate this child. I am just
taking loans. One after another. Secondly, there is a matter of the blue card. On 28 June when I was
assaulted, this blue card was a discharge on 29 June. I do not know how this works. Thirdly, the fact that I
still need some specialists. I do not know how I can get those specialist for myself. I do not know if you
can help me with that. Thank you.



Mr D NTESEBEZA: Thank you. Anyone else with a question? Pumla Gobodo?

Ms P GOBODO: Thank you. I have two questions for you. I would like to start by saying, if someone that
has pain like yours, sometimes it is difficult for a person to show how painful this is to him. I would like to
ask you, do you feel angry sometimes? Anger that you cannot even control, because of what happened to
you?

WITNESS: Sometimes, yes. I do get furious about what happened to me. Then sometimes I want to
scream. Usually what happens after that, I cannot even sleep until 01h00 am. It is still haunting me in my
head. I do not know how I can help this.

Ms P GOBODO: Yes, it is because I can still see that you still have that anger in you. It is understandable
because these other things that happened to you and you could not even fight for yourselves. Even the
Courts could not fight for you. Secondly, you said something about when your Kombi was burnt, you
mentioned Kinikini's son. Could you please elaborate on that? I am asking it because Kinikini's name was
mentioned here. If you elaborate more, we would be happy to know who was that son and how did you
know about this.

WITNESS: I said we caught one of the boys who was running away in the street and he said he was being
sent by Silumko. Silumko was Kinikini's son. It was February 1985 when I met Silumko. We were driving
cars, both of us. He was shooting at me. The amazing thing is that I was the one who was arrested, not
him. The case went on, we went to court. There were three of us but we were released because there was
nothing that I did. It was the security branch from Uitenhage. I had already taken the statement. The
policemen said there was another bomb and he said to me "Where is Fikile Kobese?" I said to him "Do not
ask me, I do not know him." Then we parted. Thank you.

Mr D NTESEBEZA: Anybody else with a question? Thank you very much, sir. We heard all about your
problems. Our sympathy goes to you. We say as a Commission, we will try by all means to help you out
with your request. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: The Commission will adjourn until tomorrow at 09h00. We want people to be here at
20h15 tomorrow morning. Please stand as the witnesses are leaving in show of respect. Order please.

COMMISSION ADJOURNED UNTIL 09H00 FOLLOWING DAY.
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Rev B FINCA: We remember Sipho Edward Siziba, Buyo Kanto Ndleleni, Sandile Joseph Mntshaca.
May they rest in peace Lord, give them eternal light.

Dr A BORAINE: Let us pray.

God of all nations and of all people. We in this country have been blind. Give us eyes to see. We have
been deaf to the cries of pain and of anger. Give us ears to hear. We have lied and we have covered up.
Illuminate our country with your light so that we can walk therein. Grant us your wisdom, your peace
and your justice, so that we can together hand in hand walk in a land which is united. Amen.

Will you be seated please? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Dr A BORAINE: I want to extend a very warm word of welcome to all who have gathered here for the
second day of the session of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and in particular I want to
welcome the witnesses and members of their families and their friends. As a Commission we are greatly
encouraged and enheartened by the number of people who gathered here and are already gathering
here today in large number. There are many people whose names we would like to mention in
particular, but to do so would take too long. So people sitting behind me and behind the Commission, to



the right and in front and above and all around, you are all very special and very welcome.

 

There is one name I would like to mention and that is the Chairperson of the Western Region District
Council of the province of the Eastern Cape, Mr Sandi, who is I think sitting behind me, but I cannot
see him. He is nevertheless very welcome indeed. I would like to introduce to your the panel that is with
us today.

 

We have been joined by Dr Mapule Ramashala who is from Cape Town and who is a Commissioner. He
is a member of the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee and we are very pleased to see her with us
today.

You do not need much reminding of a Dumisa Ntsebeza who was with us yesterday and is a
Commissioner and heads up the Investigative Unit. Yasmin Sooka is the Deputy-Chairperson of the
Human Rights Violations Committee, a Commissioner and she is from Gauteng. The Reverend,
Bongani Finca is the man who is in charge of the Eastern Cape for the Commission and is a
Commissioner. Sitting next to him is Ms Tiny Maya and she is a Committee member of the Human
Rights and Violations Committee from the Eastern Cape. Sitting next to her finally is Cannon Xundu
who is a Committee member of the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee. They will serve as the
Commission during its hearings today.

 

I want to apologize for the absence of the Chairperson of the Commission, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
he has asked me to please convey his sincere apologies. He had to leave last night because of heavy
commitments in Cape Town today and tomorrow before we all go on to Johannesburg for the Human
Rights Committee on Friday. I want to, by way of opening, quote something which was said very
recently by President Nelson Mandela. You will know that the Commission was appointed by the
President. In a recent speech he said this:

 

"The feeling of freedom that infuses every South African heart at last liberated from the yolk
of oppression underlines the fact that we have all in one way of another being victim to the
system of apartheid."

He continued:

"In no activity is this more lucidly captured than in the heart rendering evidence being led at
the hearings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission".

The President continues:

"It is only natural that all of us should feel a collective sense of shame for the evils that as
compatriots, we have inflicted upon one another. But even in the few days of these hearings



we can all attest to the cleansing power of the truth. It is to this that this Commission is
committed. We are committed to the truth so that we can all be free. We are committed to the
truth that we can all become reconciled one to another. There is a very long road ahead. We
are only just starting."

Today is a very auspicious day as people come from this part of the world and tell their own stories.

 

 

Once again as a Commission we want to say how pleased we are that so many have decided to come
forward and it our hope that in many many times in the future the perpetrators, the people who have
caused the hurt will also find the courage to come before this Commission. Before I hand over to my
colleague, the Deputy-Chairperson of the Human Rights Violations Committee, I want to say a very
special word of welcome to Major General Bantu Holomisa, Deputy-Minister in the government of
President Mandela. Most of the time in all our hearings we have listened to victims and survivors as
they have told their stories.

 

From time to time we will also have witnesses who will give evidence of those people who conspired
against people who were in the struggle and the struggle for democracy and freedom. One such person
is the witness that is before us today. He is well known to all of those who are gathered here and I am
not going to go into any detail. You know him possibly even better than I do but may I say that we are
very pleased and very delighted to have him with us. He will have a great deal of evidence to put before
the Commission and we have asked if he could give us at least until tea time in order to present that
evidence. I take pleasure now in handing over to Yasmin Sooka.

 

Ms Y SOOKA: Thank you, Deputy-Chairperson. We thank Bantu Bonke Holomisa for taking this
stand. I would like you to stand and as his customary in our proceedings, I will now ask you to take the
oath.

Mr BANTU BONKE HOLOMISA D.S.S.

Ms Y SOOKA: I wold like to welcome you on behalf of the Commission in coming forward with this
evidence. We hope that the example that you were setting here today will be followed by other members
of our government who had been responsible for the atrocities of the past. As is customary in our events
we have signed a Commissioner to assist you with the leading of your evidence. He is well-known to you
and he is Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza on the left hand side of me. I now hand over to Advocate Dumisa
Ntsebeza.

ADV D NTSEBEZA: Thank you, Ms Sooka. General, I will not really lead you. I think what you need
to do is to give your evidence yourself in the structured way in which you think it will make more sense.
I think ours will merely be to highlight areas on which we need some clarification in respect thereof. We
will also be guided by a statement you have made available to us. So if you do not mind, if you could



kick right away.

WITNESS: Thank you.

 

Dr A BORAINE: Could I be very rude and interrupt you? Forgive me. I just want to let people know
that you have very kindly presented the Commission with a copy of your statement. We received this
about 10 minutes ago. So the witness will be referring to this. Obviously there are not enough copies to
go around. Thank you very much.

WITNESS: Thank you. Chairperson and Honourable members of

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the affected families, witnesses, ladies and gentlemen, I have not
come here in my capacity as a Deputy-Minister or a member of the African National Congress but as a
concerned citizen of the country, who as a former Head of the then Transkei government have had to
face one of the most callous regimes hell bent wreaking havoc in that territory, and the province in
general for the purposes of advancing its own areas, political agendas.

 

My presentation will cover the following: Introduction; Violence in Black areas as orchestrated by the
then National Party Government as contained in these files; Indoctrination of the Black communities;
brief on Operation Katzen; Political gains to the National Party Government; Destabilisation of
Transkei by South African Government; Operation Abbot; South African Defence Force planned the
invasion of Transkei on 12 June 1991.

I will table these files and then suggest some recommendations. What I am saying, people, to you, is that
I am here in front of you not as a Deputy-Minister or as a member of the African National Congress.
These files that I have brought here today are going to show exactly how the previous government
planned to murder people and to twist people's minds using churches, using youth and also using Black
Organisations like UDF. I am also going to tackle a certain plan that was done by the government to
attack Transkei. There were people who were supposed to be released from jail. Now that was done by
the De Klerk Government. Coming to the recommendations, I am going to quote the way that worked. I
am not going to say this in Xhosa, if I do that I am going to take too long. So I am going to say it in
English.

 

They stated time and again that I am in the possession of some top secret documents relating to the
Covert Operations of the then South African Defence Force. The intention of coming to testify before
the Commission is to make public such information. Many South Africans at present may be bluntly
unaware of the burning need and the significance of the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

 

However the startling revelations of the hyena cries and atrocities committed by some agents of the



brutal apartheid security operators have underscored the wisdom of President Mandela and the ANC to
insist on establishing the Commission in order to lay back these atrocities for public scrutiny so that the
South African nation can come to terms with its past and deal with its present and future.

 

Chairperson, I would like to put on record my sympathy for the Commissioners as they delve into our
dark past before the necessary transformation of our justice system which is still a third reflection of the
legacy of the inglorious apartheid era. Who would have thought that in a democracy, a person like
Mamasela could boldly claim responsibility for the murder of an individual and yet walked free as an
innocent man.

 

On the other hand some people who attained the government structures obeying for the blood of the
leadership who dispersed cadres on revolutionary missions to the country during the years of conflict
and also clamber for their removal from office as in the case of Comrade Mc Bride.

 

 

The TRC has been charged with an unenviable task of having to strike a balance between the just
feelings and expectations of the deceased families and the please for amnesty by the perpetrators of
violent crimes against their fellow country men and women.

 

So far the TRC has been inundated with claims of physical torture and the gruesome death of
individuals in police hands with, in some instances, the identification of the bloody thirsty killers of
political activists. The former police, political office bearers continued to disclaim knowledge of this
wicked edge and shifted the responsibility to a few rogue elements within the ranks of the former
security establishment.

 

In view of the disclosures made so far, is it not pertinent for the Commissioners to ask for the handing
over of all available files pertaining to the activities of CCB, the Joint Management Centre, the State
Security Council for perusal by the TRC. Chairperson, it is common knowledge that many Ministers of
State in the old order served in the various Security Bodies I have mentioned above. It is they who
approved funds for the execution of the murdererous activities which are euphemistically alluded to as
projects.

Hopefully, the files would reveal the nature, scope, purpose, decisions and content of the projects in
which the State was able to shroud in secrecy and mystery its real intentions. From the document I am
going to table it emerges undoubtedly that the army was the link pin of the government's strategy of
neutralising and eradicating opposition to its policies. They ferociously pursued a psychological
programme underpinned by sophisticated and very subtle methods of indoctrination in the better for the



hearts and minds of the Blacks. The army was involved in the management of projects purporting to be
beneficial to various Black communities like the establishment of youth clubs and the organisation of
the leadership courses which were manipulated to turn Blacks against the ANC, SACP alliance
including UDF. It was also influencing the behaviour of Black South Africans in a way beneficial to
the apartheid government. It was also charged with the task of propping up Black Local Councils which
were increasingly being ignored and despised by Blacks.

 

My next item is use of violence. While the army resorted to subtle propaganda means in its endeavours
to undermine the force of the government and to dampen the revolutionary fervour of the population.

It is mind-boggling to learn of their readiness to use violence against activist at the same time. It was
used to gather intelligence for the government and shared the information gathered with the rest of the
intelligence community for the purpose of eliminating persons considered to be dangerous to the State.

 

A clear illustration of the use of State violence, propaganda and colour on colour violence is given in a
file called "Project Kampong" which consist of the following sub-headings.

"1. General

2. Edu guide

3. violence"

In the same file there is a document called OP/KO/32A/5/3 FOLIO 14 marked "UITERS GEHEIM"
[that is top secret] from the eastern province command head quarters. Prepared in march 1987 by two
senior military officers with the heading "'SECURITY PLAN COUNTER MOBILISATION PROJECT
- EASTERN PROVINCE COMMAND"

 

According to the documents, the security plan was for distribution amongst other for the Chief of the
army and exclusively for a certain Brigadier Van Wyk.

It states that the plan is for the greater part already implemented and in operation. It continues to list
projects for which precautionary measures should be introduced as follows.

"1. Project Lambart

2. Project Niblick

3. Project Wallecks

4. Project Lactone



5. Project Pulli"

I would like to concentrate on Project Wallecks. This gives us an insight into the Black on Black
violence as a pillar of the army and the then South African Government in each counter revolutionary
[Inaudible...].

The aim, according to the document written in Afrikaans is also a task in this document, was to
establish a positive community organisation in order to isolate Cradock, thereby breaking the enemy
power base in the rural areas, resulting in effective third level of government. Its main objectives were
as follows:

"1. To deny the enemy, its power base by attempting to establish an organisation
that will unify Black communities against the UDF in rural areas and infiltrate
enemy organisations and eventually take them over."

I wonder whether that thing is not happening right now.

"2. To influence Blacks to accept Legal Black Local Government and participate.

3. To remove the UDF through the use of force from the communities from the
principle of colour against colour.

4. To break the power of the enemy in Cradock and to establish a moderate
attitude towards whites.

5. To influence Blacks to resist intimidation, radicalism and the influence of the
UDF."

The management requirement for the project to succeed were tabulated as follows:

"1. The appointment of a white coordinator in Somerset-East to assist with
planning and is a link between the organisation and the SANDF.

2. The appointment of a full-time leader for the organisation structures and
facilities including offices and a newsletter to come later.

3. A subsidy for the leader of the organisation.

4. The continuous conducting of courses for new members joining the
organisation.

 

5. Credibility for the organisation by means of positive media coverage."

That should say a lot. This says a lot. What it means is that they had their own people in the media to
carry out the so called positive media coverage. You will see this later when I am transferring to
Transkei.



"6 Funds on a continuous basis. Firstly to launch the organisation and then for
running the organisation."

Possibly the ability to pay the victims limited compensation like the UDF does. These files will also show
that there were a lot of money that were paid to certain individuals which I would not like to list here
but they are contained. You will also see the pictures which were taken of some of our African brothers
and sisters in various projects under the guide that this was a leadership but the Commission will see
how to handle that. Functioning on the ground, he is referring to the implementation of this project
"Wallecks". A local medical doctor in Somerset East has been involved in project for approximately six
months. He is of a high standing amongst Blacks. A certain Minister is in the process of establishing an
organisation known as Eastern Cape Moderate Residence Alliance. Three courses have already been
conducted for groups of between 24 to 45 in Somerset East and one for the Chicaners in Cookhouse.

Hard action, I repeat, hard actions have not yet been launched, seeing that training and influencing
was launched on a trial basis. It continues as follows. However restricted isolated hard actions have
been launched by Joel Memese and his followers on comrades resulting in no action from Cradock in
Somerset East over the past month. It is said here "These Kaffirs ran away when violence was used".
[IInformation lost due to recording] ...meaning one thing, that is use of force. That is my interpretation.

 

Memese is outspoken against the ANC and the UDF and is responsible for evictions of those who do not
pay rent. Intimidation by UDF is now less effective in Somerset East. It is envisaged that should the
organisation grow as expected it will become a mouthpiece for Blacks in negotiations. It can also
cooperate with the Regional Services Council in order to convey the government policy to Blacks.

 

ANNEXURE A for Project Wallecks is motivation for the budget covering 1987 to 1988 financial year.
By this time Project Wallecks had been implemented and the government had achieved some notable
successes in reversing the spreading influence of the UDF as reflected hereunder:

"a. There is no doubt that the revolutionary onslaught in the Eastern Cape relies
on Cradock as it nerve. The file says it is not coming from me.

b. Cradock is also regarded as a strong point by the enemy and all efforts by the
authorities have been parted. It is possible because of strong intimidatory actions
by radicals.

c. At present millions of rands are being ploughed into Cradock Black areas on
improving living conditions. In spite of this we have still not be enable to
neutralize the enemy. Broken promises in the past have discredited third level
government and the Black Council was forced to resign.

d. It is well-known that the enemy started its activities during 1983 in Cradock
mainly through organisations like the Residence Associations, Youth
Organisations and Women Organisations. It expanded its control more or less as



follows, covering the following areas, Somerset East, Cookhouse, Bedford,
Adelaide, Hofmeyer, Middelburg, Graaff-Reinet and Peerston. On a map it
represents a section around Cradock.

 

So the Commission would have to ask perhaps the former government officials to
define the term "enemy" and when that term "enemy" I was said by a military
man "What does that mean?" and we know that in those townships there were no
soldiers but there were civilians.

e. It would therefore be wise not to tackle Cradock directly but rather concentrate
on the surrounding towns thereby isolating Cradock. That will only be possibly
incorporation with the right Black Leaders.

f. On a trial basis activities were introduced in Somerset East with a strong
conservative element and positive results have been achieved. Successful courses
by Edu Guide, a branch of adult education were conducted. Elections have been
held and a Black Council is now functioning in Somerset East. The main figure in
this effort is Memese. Two members of the Council previously regarded as radicals
have attended a course and is now openly supporting Joel Memese."

 

 

 

If I can draw your attention to file Project Kampong under the heading "Adult education consultants",
just to briefly read what was taught in this syllabus. Item 1 is, I will read it is Afrikaans:

"The man and his talents and article life, education and counter education, culture,
patriotism, leadership abilities, racial relations, political communism, UDF. The real reason
for schooling, why is God always depicted as White and the devil Black? Why is Mandela not
released? Why are the people of South Africa known as South Africans and not as Africans?
What is the wrong with the Socialistic Utopia? Why do Blacks kill each other? Why are there
disparities in salaries?"

[Information lost due to recording] ...experts who understand the Afrikaans. Even our efforts to find
suitable Black leaders. Joel Memese should receive our full support. He is totally opposed to the UDF,
ANC and communists. He openly supports the RSA Government and commands White influence. The
Municipal police also support him fully. Without external financial support, Memese will not achieve
success. He will be busy organising on a full-time basis. I would like to issue my comments out of these
files I have just read.

 

 



"Project Wallecks" gives us a rare insight into the strategy of the then government of instigating Black
on Black violence. By establishing Black organisations hostile to the revolutionary liberation
movements. Whether the brief to engaging violent activities against the so-called radicals elements, the
aim of the former National Party Government was to shift the focal point of the conflict between the
liberation movement and the White led government to Black on Black violence. This gave to the outside
world an impression of Blacks who would be incapable of governing the country by indulging in bloody
feuds among themselves only to be rescued by White intervention from totally annihilating one another.
This would necessitate a dominant role for Whites in any future political dispensation with the possible
emergence of a Black/White centrist political grouping. This is in line with the policies approved by the
then State President, P W Botha, as reflected in "Operation Katzen". Katzen was written by Brigadier C
P van der Westhuizen, the former commander of the Eastern Cape command whose introduction and
aim and objectives read as follows:

"1. The State President has given an order that the situation countrywide be
normalised by the end of December 1986.

 

 

This implies that the situation between and the end of October 1986 be stabilised.
Complete Law and Order restored.

2. It is very clear that the current unrest situation cannot be permanently
stabilised and normalised through the current conventional method of action
against the background of the State of Emergency.

3. The document addresses the problem of permanent normalisation of the
Eastern Cape Organisation of the Eastern Cape situation. Existing returned and
unreturned plans to prevent the onslaught remains in force and shall be carried
out."

So that is the homework for the Truth Commission, to ask the authors of this document when they
referred to written and unwritten plans. What did they mean when they talked about current
conventional methods and unconventional methods. This applies also to the future additional or other
plans. The ideas in this document must not be viewed in isolation but as part of the total counter-
revolutionary endeavour. This command and group 5 set themselves the objective in November 1985 to
win in 1986.

 

It still remains our objective to stabilise and normalise the Eastern Cape before 31 December 1986 such
that the current State of Emergency regulations can be lifted. It is however foreseen that the completion
of this task must not be viewed as an end to the counter-revolutionary effort. The aim of this operation
was to develop the Eastern Cape into an independent power block against the ANC and UDF by
December 1987. Starting points to be considered, I hope everybody will listen carefully on this one.



"1. The plan must entail minimum political risk for the Republic of South Africa.

2. Actions must not be traced back to the RSA."

Do you still doubt that the third force was in existence as early as November 1985? Is there anyone who
doubts that after this? My comment, the elusion to the normalisation of the situation countrywide is an
indication that the projects implemented in the Eastern Cape were also taking place throughout the
whole country under the different code names. Brigadier van der Oosthuizen in "Operation Katzen"
deepens our understanding of the third force activities through the setting up of resistance movements
within the same ethnic groups for the purpose of instigating in the tribal feuds. The use of hard military
tactics seems to have been one of their options.

The extract below from "Operation Katzen" confirms my views. I quote:

"Phase 1 of the plan by Brigadier van der Westhuizen tells us how the hard military phase
will be implemented in the Eastern Cape which included Port Elizabeth, Ciskei, Transkei as
well as surrounding areas of Port Elizabeth. Phase 1 of this operation under the hard
military phase reads as follows:

The establishment and expansion of the Xhosa Resistance movement in the
Eastern Cape, primarily among township Blacks under the leadership of Charles
Sebe and under covered control of the RSA security forces.

This Xhosa Resistance movement must in nature and even extent the similar to
Inkhata and must together with our security forces form a counter-revolutionary
front."

Do you still doubt who is Inkhata in this country? The co-option to existing Black Resistance Movement
into the ranks of the Xhosa Resistance Movement. This makes one thing amongst others of the Kakanes
of Cookhouse, Memese of Somerset East, Maxhinas, Black Centre of Port Elizabeth. The emergency of
these groups under a hard military phase should say a lot to this audience. The freeing of Charles Sebe
and his son from jail, the plan continuous.

 

The coup detat against Sebe's Security Alliance between Eastern Cape command, TDF and CDF.

"Phase 2 of this plan was to join together Eastern Cape, Ciskei and Transkei in a
consideration of State according to the KwaZulu-Natal concept, so which means the noises
which we once heard about the consideration of State was orchestrated by the military and
their superiors. Removal of Lennox Sebe and his followers from the political scene."

Maybe they would vote him out but you will hear later.

"Phase 3, the Xhosa Resistance movement plays a principle role in the unification of Ciskei
and Transkei security forces and also work together with the RSA security forces to establish
general stability of the Eastern Cape. The big stumbling block is Lennox Sebe and therefore
he must be removed.



Phase 4, the establishment of the Xhosa Land State is realized."

My comment: The plan was vigorously pursued and phase 1 was implemented with a good measure of
success. General said there was sprung from jail on 25 or 26 September 1986. The nuclear of the would
be Xhosa Resistance Movement started receiving training in Transkei under the name Ilisolomsi.

 

On 10 November 1986, the following army officers according to the documents "Operation Katzen", the
following army officers met at Msika Mabesi at Lusikisiki, Transkei. General Rid Dailie, the former
advisor to the TDF, General Charles Sebe, Chief Nambasebe, Brigadier van der Oosthuizen, Colonel
van Rooyen, Major van der Merwe of SAP, it was confirmed that phase 1 has been implemented. For
example, Charles Sebe was out. Lennox said they must be permanently taken out or removed. Minutes
of this meeting were conveyed to Chief of the SANDF via Colonel L J Moore in Pretoria. The document
Madi contained in a press conference document on "Operation Katzen" on 11 March 1993. This is a
test account of what is contained in the translated version of "Operation Katzen". What emerges with
the use of false permeated the execution of phase 1 according to the plan. The use of the term
"Permanent removal" or "take out" seems to be a common jargon with far reaching implications for
the lives of the persons concerned. It was employed, for instance, in the signal message about Goniwe
and others, if you will recall. It was also used with regard to Lennox Sebe who narrowly escaped death
when the plan to have a change of leadership in Ciskei was executed on 19 February 1987. Transkei's
image then suffered a consequence of Pretoria's imaginations.

We were portrayed as politically immature and incapable of harmonious and peaceful co-existence as
Lennox Sebe's raid was visited upon Transkei residence, both inside and outside Transkei.

 

Pretoria escaped all blame and remained Mr Clean when in fact she was responsible for the Bisho saga.
The strategy of putting Black against Black, it seems still continuous undebated in South Africa as
evidence by the unruffling of the activities of the then Internation Research in Ciskei two years ago,
wherein the entire detailed on brink of violent conflict ever since its presence in Ciskei. The dirty tricks
campaign against the liberation movement was waged through the use of reactionary homeland Leaders
[Inaudible...] by the White SANDF soldiers. Any irresponsible reckless conduct boomerangs on these
leaders while Pretoria is saved from direct responsibility in our gracious acts. When Pretoria was
diametrically opposed to anyone, she did not hesitate to add. We nearly became victims of their
imaginations in 1990 when the group trained and funded by her attempted to topple the then military
Council. The abortive who left in its work a number of killed and wounded recruits.

 

 

I wish to draw your attention once more and listen carefully to this one. The following expert from the
book "The Hidden Hand" covered operations in South Africa by Anthony Minnaar, Ian Liebenberg
and Charl Schultz collaborates my argument in the foregoing paragraphs. I quote questions posed to



Colonel du Plessis of the then, Eastern Cape command and his reaction.

Question 1 is posed to Colonel du Plessis:

"I would like to ask a hypothetical question. A crime is committed by someone in
the area that fell under your control. The uniformed branch of the SAP goes to
investigate that crime which in fact was committed by someone or other covert
operations. What started to happen is that members of the uniform branch
actually start getting close to solving the crime. What measures do you take to stop
them? That is the police for solving the crimes."

Answer - Du Plessis reacts as follows:

"During the evil scene of Uitenhage, people got killed in the various Black areas
of Port Elizabeth. They were necklaced and killed in other ways as well.

 

It became an embarrassment to certain security forces or certain elements of
security forces because the criminal investigation bureau of SAP was beginning to
pick up evidence and were to start precautions. So those elements in the Security
Management Board who attempted to have them dropped."

Last question to du Plessis posed by the writers:

"You mentioned earlier that the front companies were actually set up on a
national basis in various command regions and your EP command region was one
of them and you said that this was done by means of general sort of instruction.
Could you perhaps elaborate on what you mean by the general instructions? Was
this for example done by means of a special meeting of all the commanders of all
those various command regions or was it done through some other form? A
memorandum perhaps?"

Question was asked to du Plessis. He reacts as follows:

"If I remember correctly, and you must remember it happened many years ago, instructions
in the form of a memorandum were issued and were discussed in various conferences.

 

At that stage, 1985 and 1986, I paid visits to Pretoria on informal topics on a monthly basis.
One conference on top of another. Later on, after 1990, the organisations became political. It
became pure politics. The main thing being to establish a centrist political group. Then of
course the Inkhata send the whole thing."

It is abundantly clear that the Inkhata Freedom Party, have since the early 1980's formed the central
part of and was in the fore-front of the counter-revolutionary activities of the then SANDF. As
"Operation Katzen" confirms that a similar Xhosa Resistance Movement be establish along similar



lines. The continuing civil mayhem and inter-nation strife ravaging, KwaZulu-Natal is a living
testimony of the close collaboration between IFP and the SANDF. The bloody conflict between the IFP
and ANC supporters is not a consequence of beat up political rivalry between the two but a
manifestation of the third force dirty tricks at work. It is the fruition of the hard military phase which
forms the essential component of the resistance ethnic movements initiated by the army throughout
black communities in the 1980's when White domination was confronted with an up-surge in
revolutionary activities. Black had to be used to eliminate their kith and kin.

 

 

The South African Army sprang General Sebe from jail in Ciskei for the purposes of furthering the
establishment of Xhosa Resistance Movement as a counter to revolutionary alliance. This have been
shown in this document.

 

This emerges clearly from "Operation Katzen". Is it not ironical that the same forces, I repeat, is it not
ironical that the same forces responsible for springing him from jail plotted his ultimate physical
elimination through a front organisation based in Ciskei called International Research, Ciskei
Intelligence Services, headed by a Colonel Jan Anton Nieuwoudt who worked for the South African
Military Intelligence Department of Covert Collections and directed Ciskei Intelligence Services. The
inquest into Charles Sebe and Colonel Guzana's death heard that these services had invented the
supposed coup plot which led them back to Ciskei and they shot them dead.

 

I just want to play something on backwards. This Colonel Jan Anton Niewoudt has nothing to do with
Colonel Niewoudt who has taken the Commission to Court. Do you know if it is the same person?

 

 

Rev B FINCA: This Colonel, I see this other one was a member of the Security Police. This one was in
the Military Intelligence. So what are the initials of the other one, because I have mentioned the first
name of this one.

WITNESS: I believe he is Gideon.

Rev B FINCA: If Gideon feels that his name was mentioned by Holomisa then he can fit the cap. That
is hard luck.

Dr A BORAINE: Order please. Thank you. Please continue.

WITNESS: Just as Michael Claassen said in his inquest finding:



"Niewoudt and company knew there was no inside component to the coup attempt and they
knew there was no danger to any interested party in the Ciskei. The trap was set for one
purpose only and that is to read this regime in Ciskei under Brigadier Gqozo of any further
thread from Sebe and Guzana. I have thought very seriously of the possibility of Niewoudt in
particular being party to conspiracy."

This Commission will recall that Justice Goldstone raided the offices of the military intelligence
Directorate of Covert Collections which proved that Colonel Niewoudt worked for the Directorate. The
Directorate was investigated by General Steyn later. This is further confirmed in the SA DF's Court
papers responding to a claim by Niewoudt.

In the same papers in Court, the SANDF confirms his double role that Niewoudt was a double agent in
Ciskei acting on behalf of the SANDF while working for Brigadier Gqozo. That is not to Holomisa, it is
Court documents coming from the SANDF in a Court of Law. During the Sebe and Guzana inquest in a
attempt to conceal the origin of the order and South Africa's involvement in the matter of the two,
Niewoudt declared under oath that he was not dealing it to the South African Military. But in his Court
papers, in 1993 against the SANDF, Niewoudt unequivally states:

"At all relevant times to date, since January 1 1974, I was a member of the Permanent Force
and an officer involved with various units of the SANDF."

According to the same court papers, Niewoudt worked closely with Military Intelligence Chief Joel van
der Westhuizen in the 1990's. The gentleman that I have just mentioned is the author of "Operation
Katzen". There are allegations that van der Westhuizen was personally in charge of an "operation's
room" in Tuinhuis and Pretoria, monitoring the escalation of the so-called Black on Black and the
train massacres which started in the Rand township around June 1990 and kept former President and
his colleagues abreast of development.

 

When we evaluate the nefarious role of the South African army in the KwaZulu conflict, the old
Eastern Cape, Ciskei and Transkei, we find Joel van der Westhuizen to be a common denominator
integrating of violence among these communities as evidence by his operation orders on the instructions
of course of his superiors. What emerge with hidden force is that these operations are sanctioned at the
highest levels of government and the emphasis is that they should not be traceable to them so as to avoid
political risk for the then NP government. Is it now not tempting to link the outbreak of violence in the
Rand Black townships during 1990 and the train massacres to the activities of the Directorate of Covert
Collections. The chapter on the violence that erupted in the 1990's after the un-burning of the liberation
movements and the role of the Research Directorate therein cannot be closed without Messrs F W de
Klerk and Joel van der Westhuizen being called to account to the nation through this body, that is Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. This must be viewed against the decision of Mr de Klerk to grant early
retirement to Senior Officers of the Directorate of Covert Collection including Major General Joel van
der Westhuizen after exposes linking them to violence and murder. Mr de Klerk himself stated that they
could be charged of murder. It is unfortunate that the Steyn Commission tasked to look into this, never
tabled a report to the nation.

One wonders whether it was an exercise in damage control, a cover up or a phase. Instead the



Government of National Unity awarded General Steyn with a top post in the SANDF as Secretary of
Defence Secretariat.

I would like to address myself now to the victims of State sponsored violence. Chairperson, it is
abundantly clear that tens of thousands of Blacks died Mr de Klerk's term of office exceeding the total
number of our people massacred during the life span of the apartheid State. Thousands of families lost
breadwinners as a result of the State sponsored, blood letting and the wholesale murder of innocent
lives. Many survivors have no recourse to redress because of the lack of means and ignorance of the
due process of the law. The forces behind the senseless violence in the Black areas and train massacres
must be hunted wherever they are and brought to book a speedily as possible.

 

The public, Chairperson, is watching the criteria to be used by the State in compensating the families
whose loved ones lost their lives as a result of State violence. I hope the Commission will have an
opportunity to visit some of the rural areas where people do not have telephones, do not have water, but
they are living in thatched-roof round houses. Those are the people who are also part of this process,
the victims.

You will recall that a number of people were killed in Johannesburg, bundled into trains, busses,
ambulances, carried down to rural areas of KwaZulu and Transkei etcetera. It is clear that the third
force activities were involved there. I wish you well in finalizing this task.

 

Political gains to the National Party Government, coming closer now to the files again. My submission
shows that the NP Government made use of front companies to implement a multi-prong strategy in
each endeavours of neutralizing the rising resistance to its rule. The instigation of the Colour on Colour
violence was also the core of the government strategy. When other forms of persuasion and influence
fail yield desired results. The files I am handing over today illustrate that front companies were also
used by the National Party Government to infiltrate churches, political parties, youth organisations,
community organisations. This information can be gleaned from the following files:

"Kampong, Pippa, Kalmoes, Lambert, Wallecks, Lactone, Lion Life and Resorts
Corporation, Christian Life Centre",

which I now table to the Commission.

 

 

 

The projects contained in these files give a detailed insight into the amounts expended through church
front organisations and how Christianity was corruptly abused for political gain amongst Coloured and
Africans by the then National Party Government. It cannot be denied that these projects undertaken by
the Military Intelligence, have recited in political gain for the then National Party Government among



African and Coloured communities. Another indication of political gains enjoyed by the then NP
Government was the collapse of the Labour Party under the Reverend Allen Hendricks after a very
substantial sum of money for the then Coloured members of Parliament, was paid to them through the
Military Intelligence as reflected in the memorandum approving the expenditure, signed on 25 March
1986 by General Geldenhuis and Vice-Admiral Mpeta, file reference MA 1/KO/328/6/3 Anchor, refers.
This was not restricted to the Coloured community alone. Mr Gogotya, the current National member of
Parliament, let me repeat, Mr Gogotya, the current National Party member of Parliament, was
according to documents contained in project "Kampong" in the payroll of the Military Intelligence, 3
Folio 17 in this file, and the attached document signed by Gogotya himself.

 

 

I now wish to request members of the Commission to watch the video cassette and listen to one of the
persons involved in the implementation of some of these projects. I organised compilation of this report
with a foreign correspondent after the State television, they did not want to operate, so we had to resort
to outside world. I invite you now to show the video.

Dr A BORAINE: Thank you very much. May we have order please? It is impossible for us unless we
have quiet.

Rev B FINCA: Volume.

Dr A BORAINE: We cannot show the video unless there is absolute quiet and please take your seat. It is
very dangerous to try and crowd in one place. I understand your frustration but I will be very grateful
for your cooperation. It is important that the Commission watches this evidence. Thank you very much.
You may proceed.

Rev B FINCA: Ladies and gentlemen, you are requested to please sit where you are seated at the
moment. There is no way that this whole crowd can be able to see this little screen here. This is only
meant for us to be able to reach a decision. There are people in that corner, if they would all want to
come here then we would not be able to work. So please, ladies and gentlemen, there is no other way
that we can do this other than this.

Do not move where you are. Please remain in your seats.

Dr A BORAINE: Thank you, please proceed.

WATCHING VIDEO.

Dr A BORAINE: Thank you very much. Can I express again our appreciation for your patience. I know
it must be very very frustrating not being able to see the video. We may be able to arrange for something
at a later stage. Thank you again and please, the witness may proceed.

WITNESS: My next heading is the Destabilisation of Transkei by South Africa. On the attainment of
indepence, Trankei was promised a huge injection of capital by South Africa for development purposes.
However, it must be stated that Transkei would always remain bankrupt without South Africa's



financial assistance because of its non-existing economic base. The granting of indepence to Transkei
was a mere fulfilment of the policy of seperate development. The persistent rumours and allegations of
the embezzlement of funds led to the institution of Commission of Inquiry which pointed fingers at some
Transkei top politicians and some South African business persons. The outcome of the Commissions of
Inquiry was the establishment of the Harmse Commission in South Africa as a follow up on the cross-
border irregularities.

When Chief George Matanzima, the then Prime Minister of Transkei refused to step down as a result of
his implication in financial standards, the then Transkei Defence Force intervened and forced him out
of politics. A new Prime Minister, Ms Stella Sigcawu was elected. We discovered later that Chief
Matanzima was paid R2m as a bribe for exclusive gambling right by Sol Kerzner. Bank statements were
obtained from the Bank of Transkei which showed that some of the Senior Ministers and Paramount
Chief, K D Matanzima, had each received a sum of R50 000,00. This created curiosity among the
officers as to why the amount was divided among politicians if it was destined for Chief George
Matanzima only. On the morning of 31 December 1987 all ranks of the TDF took a decision to remove
the government of Ms Stella Sigcau since, she was also a recipient of the R50 000,00 note.

 

In the context of South African politics, teh move of the TDF was construed in various ways even by the
recipients themselves. The TDF insisted that all culprits be brought before the Courts of Law where
their fate was to be decided, and remember that we had an independent judicial. It is not that we were
going to put them into a Court marshals, that is millitary course.

 

The toppling of former politicians promted them to approach Pretoria for the foreceable removal of the
Military Government from power. To counteract these moves, the Military Government starts
implementing the recommendationis of the Commissions of Inquiry, by bringing people like Chief
George Matanzima and others to our Courts of Justice. He was sentenced to 9 years for his involvement
in the housing project scandal. Other government officials took refuge in South Africa after they lost
the appeal, for example, Mr Bongani Soldati was sentenced to 15 years for his involvement in the
R1,5m incentive scheme. As far as I know, he is still roaming free even under the present government.
Our calls for him to be extradited then fell on deaf ears. Even our calls for the extraditions and arrests
of South African business persons. We never hid it. As at April 1994 when we hand over power
according to Transkei's Court records, out of 936 reported major corrupt related cases, 506 were either
disposed off or pending in our Courts. 420 cases were still outstanding. Early in 1988, the then Transkei
police and RSA police cold-bloodedly murdered ANC activists in the Transkei in broad daylight. Our
government called for the arrest and prosecution of the perpetrators of that ghastly act. That step did
not endear ourselves to Pretoria. As a result the Transkei police involved in the murder of the activist,
skipped our borders and were given asylum in South Africa.

We issued warrants of arrest but did not get cooperation from South Africa in terms of agreement
between the then two governments. The irony of the whole scenario is that some of these people whose
extradition, we sought from South Africa. The irony of the whole scenario is that some of the people
who is extradition were sought from South Africa in vain were arrested by us in 1990, abortive coup.
During the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry on corrupt related



cases, we experienced a lot of interference from the former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Botha, who
insisted on our affecting payment to the Julk Holdings Company whose housing projects in the
Transkei were found to be defective by the judicial Commission of Inquiry. Later the Harms
Commission identified Julk Holdings as working hand in the glove with SANDF's Military Intelligence.
A certain Brigadier Deizel was identified as a link between Julk Company and the Military Intelligence.
The company was used as a front to gather intelligence in neighbouring States. A number of people
entering Transkei from South Africa, who links to Julk holdings, we arrested. On a mission or on
missions to destabilize Transkei and assassinate certain individuals. Two persons were arrested in a car
hired by Jalk for assassinating, for instance myself.

 

Later in 1990, Mr Mbodole, Director of Jalk Holdings, Colonel Duli, a former TDF member and others
who were arrested in South Africa, being in possession of illegal weapons after we had protested to
South Africa that these people were receiving training in the surrounding farms in Queenstown, in
order to overthrow the Transkei Military Government.

They denied that of course they were released on bail after the RSA had given and undertaken that they
would ensure that these people would not again engage in similar hostile acts against Transkei. Despite
the RSA police assurances. The same group led the fail coup detat against Transkei in November 1990
whilst they were still on bail. So who was fooling who in this case? That is your homework.

 

The events recounted above were preceded by Mr de Klerk's visit to Transkei on 10 January 1990 when
he used the occasion to press for the return of the territory to civilian rule, that he was unhappy with
what we termed then "unilateral decisions" such as the release of political prisoners and our intention
to unban the ANC and PAC. You will recall that Transkei was the first government in South Africa or
Southern Africa then to release the political prisoners, especially the ANC and PAC followers.

Mr de Klerk was visibly angry with us over our stubborn determination to do as we pleased. Our
independence streak was a thorn seemingly on their side. We told President de Klerk in the meeting and
after the meeting during the press conference that we have noted what he has said to us but noted it in a
spirit of non-interference. Because one, we did not ask them to give us permission to topple the then
Transkei Government. Secondly, they told our parents that Transkei was independent. So we told him
insofar as shaping the destiny of our people in Transkei, is us and Transkeians who will decide, not de
Klerk.

Our allegation of South African involvement in the abortive coup have indicated by South African
Police Services, the new force, last year in East London, which traced the origin of weapons confiscated
in the abortive coup to the SANDF. After we had interrogated the survivors of the man who staged the
abortive coup, we asked the South African Police to assist us in obtaining statements from Minister Pik
Botha, Chief Buthelezi, Brigadier Gqozo, Dries Venter of Foreign Affairs, Colonel Niewoudt, Colonel
Venter of Pretoria, but they refused. Perhaps this is why the IFP last year campaigned for the release of
the Mbotolis and others who were arrested in Transkei.

 



Colonel Niewoudt is the same person I mentioned earlier being a SANDF member, working in the
Ciskei Intelligent Services.

 

We wanted to verify the veracity or otherwise of the allegation that he was the supplier of weapons used
in the coup attempt against Transkei at the insistence of the South African Government which led to +/-
19 deaths. South Africa panicked after the abortive coup and was eager to conceal the role she had
played. Rumour had it in 1981 that they were plotting the spring the coup leaders from our jails in order
to destroy evidence pointing at their involvement. That takes me now to the next phase.

 

You will recall that I said there was an operation called "Abbot". That was an SANDF planned
invasion of Transkei on 12 June 1991. By this time South Africa was looking at every possible reason to
justify open military intervention in the then Transkei, in order to release the people who stays the coup
and get rid of the Military Government. South Africa had more than considerable financial leverage
over Transkei and the capitalized extensively on the latters having dependence on her vast economic
resources.

 

In realization of this massive financial reliance, South Africa deliberately withheld finances due to
Transkei and allowed the territory to teether on the brink of total bankrupts.

 

South Africa had just established a joint Financial Adjustment Committee in the later day of Chief
George Matanzima's government to monitor expenditure patterns and draw the Transkei budget. The
Military Council did not temper with these financial arrangements but when they stepped further and
rectified a structural adjustment agreement to avoid accusations of misuse of government funds. South
Africa started discrediting Transkei early in 1991 by publishing a leading newspapers of the Transkei
Government whereas South Africa had ensured the payment of the salary bill and other expenses, since
the inception of the Transkei Government in the 1960's and later 1976. The publicity to the said
bankrupts was meant to undermine the prestige of the military government and to rally the people of
Transkei to rise and rebellion against the Military Government. Having been convinced of this
"saleability" of their propaganda to both the South African and Transkei publics, they set June 1991 as
their target month to invade Transkei and create Havoc.

 

The document I am now tabling demonstrate the havoc South Africa would wreck in Transkei in
pursued of achieving her own political agenda. Chairperson, the document is operation Instruction
Number 20 of 1991 of group 9 from KwaZulu-Natal. "Operation Abbot". File reference, group
9/30/1/dated June 1991. This is the document. It is written in Afrikaans. I tried to summarize key areas
in English. I hope you will understand that my vocabulary is very scanty when it comes to Afrikaans.
According to this operational instruction, the Eastern Province command was to be a tactical



headquarters with substations as follows:

"Natal command HQ, group 39 tactical HQ Queenstown. Task force A."

This operation would include the army, police, medical services and the air force. The details contained
in this document referred to group 9 of Natal. I was unable to lay my hands on the operations order,
detailing the plan of action of the Eastern Province command. I can still recall during the term that
armoured cars were moved from Bloemfontein to Queenstown for the purpose of attaining the political
agenda outlined above. It will be remembered that South Africa denied accusation of destabilising
Transkei and financial struggling. In terms of the "Operation Abbot" situation I quote:

"The Transkei government is at present experiencing a financial crisis to such an extent that
civil servants will not receive their salaries by 15 June 1991. Indications that that unrest
violence can result flowing over into the RSA, it can be expected that one or more of the
following will have to be dealt with:

1. Local population becoming violent.

2. Transkei Defence Force interference with RSA security forces.

What were they expecting really, if they were going to come and attack us? Were they expecting us to
read Bible and fold our arms?

3. MK attacking RSA security forces.

4. Military Council members orchestrating action against other security forces"

Some of the unions which were given various tasks were as follows:

"3 SAI battalion, 121 battalion, 5SA1 battalion, 5SA1 battalion, Cape regiment, group 10
AFB Potchefstroom."

Part of the brief was the protection of lives of the RSA citizens only in Transkei. The rest, they would
have to defend themselves according to the way I see it. The operations order further says:

"Should resistance from Transkei security forces be experienced, such resistance must be
eliminated."

Observation and comment on "Operation Abbot". Chairperson, if I remember very well, I received a
telephone call from East London alerting us to the eminent invasion of Transkei by SANDF men. The
call was from a centre where the army vehicles were being spray painted in Transkei army colours. I
immediately leaded the information to the media. It is clear that Transkei was going to be attacked from
northern and southern with the Eastern Province command providing troops to carry the rest of the
operation since group 9 from Natal was to concentrate on Northern Transkei. Transkei Government
have never asked the RSA Government for any military intervention in its affairs nor was there any
possibility of Transkei civil servants not being paid, because there was a standing agreement between
the two States for the renumeration of civil service. Even the RSA/Transkei Structural Adjustment
Committees never awakened us to the possibility of the non- payment of salaries. This operation must



have been approved at the highest level, seeing that it involves entering or taking a sovereign State
without that country requesting such interference. Instructions for the operation must have originated
at the highest military level as it involves combined operations by the army, air force and medical
services.

 

 

The joint monitoring centres is involved that is FACOM approval for the operation which indicates that
the State Council or Cabinet Committee on security chaired by the then President, President de Klerk,
must have been aware of the operation. Causalities who would have occurred, seeing that the operation
involved, the occupation of the TDF basis and the elimination of resistance by the TDF and Transkei
police.

 

After had leaked the impending invasion to the media and on South Africa's realization that Transkei
forces were on the alert, they blasted the story on leading newspapers on 2 June 1991, it was a Sunday. I
quote:

"South Africa rescues bankrupt Transkei from widespread chaos."

The story was compiled by John Mclaman, a political correspondent of the Sunday Tribune, who is a
long term friend of the outgoing Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs, Mr Pik Botha.

 

Once again, proof that the military strategy of manipulating the media worked as outlined in the earlier
introduction I tabled here, and it works to their advantage. I wonder how many people have been
discredited through these approaches.

 

It can now be appreciated that South Africa nearly went to the extremes in her bit to bring about a
change of government in Transkei. In their discomfort with the Military Council they tried all means to
justify the need for their naked interference so that a government amenable to their political agenda
could emerge. The planned invasion was a continuation of the plot by Duli, Mpotoli and others on the
instructions of the same government. Suggestions and recommendations. Sorry, just before I attend to
recommendations. I would like to draw the attention of the Commission to the Bisho massacres of 1992.
Who was behind it?

Dr A BORAINE: Sorry, General. Is that in the file itself.

WITNESS: Yes, it is at the back.

Dr A BORAINE: At the back?



WITNESS: Yes, right at the end. The attention of the Commission is hereby drawn to the attached
signal. EP command/CSI/309/1, dated 24 April 1996. Addressed to all officials commanding of the
Eastern Cape Command which are still named by the old SANDF members. This relates to the Bisho
massacre and is signed by Colonel B D van Groenjen, the second in command of the Personnel Section.
The letter reads as follows:

 

 

"Bisho incident, shooting at stadium.

1. The office of the military law office Eastern Province command HQ has
received the numerous enquiries about the shooting incident at the Bisho stadium.
Apart from the fact that the SANDF is aware of the incident and that authority
has been granted by the Chief of Staff finance for members involved to obtain
legal representation at State expense, this office is unable to identify any persons
who were involved. The contact person at the State Attorney's office is Mr Johan
Coetzee. His reference is 3673/95/F. He may be contacted on the telephone
number 041-557921 in an emergency.

 

All you group officers commanders must take note that should any person under
their command be approached for a statement, they are advised to remain silent
until they have consulted with the law office. Kindly inform all members under
command, signed. This signal raises serious questions.

 

 

At the time of massacre they were members of the former SADF, seconded to
Ciskei Defence Force. The Commander of the CDF was also an officer in the
SADF, Brigadier Marius Oelshig, who was withdrawn by the SADF after the
massacre back to Pretoria. Even before the case was finalised, he was promoted to
the rank of a Major-General as if it is a reward for the job well done. Succeeded,
yes, implying one black brother against the other and the South African
Government in the meantime will not be blamed. The seconded officials from
Pretoria to the home land, whether military or civilian, had had executive powers.
There is no doubt in my mind that they were deeply involved in the planning and
the giving of orders to shoot though they might not necessarily have pulled the
trigger, because on TV you were only shown the faces of the Black troops. But
who planned, who drafted the operational order which led to the placement of
those troops.

 



 

 

It cannot be done without the commander of any armed forces not knowing that.
These seconded officials also ran the Ciskei Military Intelligence Services. At face
value the inquiry referred to in the signal might be presumed to be made by ex-
Ciskei Defence Force members who are now part of the SANDF. According to the
signal, there would be referred to the State Attorney and those responsible for the
massacre are advised to remain silent thereon.

 

The same signal confirms that authority has been granted by the Chief of Staff
Finance, that is Army H Q Pretoria, for members involved to seek legal
representation at State expense but the author of this signal distance his office in
identifying the person in personnel involved. If the personnel division and the
office of the Military Law of the Eastern Cape Command are not aware of the
persons involved as suggested in the signal, who then approached the office of the
Chief of Staff Finance in Pretoria for the authority to pay legal cost for the
affected personnel?

 

 

The Truth Commission needs to obtain the motivation perhaps for the approval by
the Chief of Staff Finance. Another person who seems to know more about this
case is Mr John Coetzee at the State Attorney's office. His signal is even quoting a
reference, which means he has been briefed thoroughly. Reference to him suggest
that he might have been given a brief. The question is by whom, if the personnel
section and Military Law offices are not aware. A State Attorney's office would
only act in such cases, if and when a formal return approach by a particular
department is submitted to its offices.

 

It is common knowledge that Brigadier Gqozo, former head of the Ciskei
Government, publically accepted that his security forces were responsible for the
massacre. South African authorities distanced themselves from the incident. In
the light of this position one would have expected that the signal should have
encouraged the officers commanding to urge those affected to cooperate with the
police investigation into the matter.

 

The suggestion in the signal that people should remain silent, I submit, leaves one



with the impression that somebody is trying to own the incident, especially the
insistence that they must consult with the law officers before they make their
statements.

 

Surely legal officer had been told by the army what advice to give the affected
personnel. One might be tempted to ask a stupid question and that question is, had
a signal like this been issued in the cases where police are investigating ex-
members of MK and APLA who are in the SANDF and are charged for similar or
related cases."

 

That is your homework, Commissioners. Chairperson, there is no doubt that there are gaps in this
signal which needs the Commission to narrow it so as to establish the truth. However, in attending to
this matter, the Commission should remember that the matter of Charles Sebe and Guzana was master
minded by the SANDF seconded intelligence officers though it was executed by Ciskei troops.

 

 

Perhaps the three people owe us an explanation. Major-General, Marius Oelshig, former commander of
Ciskei Defence Force, Colonel Chris Nel who worked in the Ciskei Defence Force, and Colonel Kula,
who participated in luring Charles Sebe and Guzana from Transkei to Ciskei to be butchered. They
were the most senior officers in charge of orchestrated actions within the CDF where operational order
would have not been finalized without their input. The million dollar question which must be answered,
does the signal refer to ex-Ciskei soldiers or to the then SANDF soldiers, who might have been involved
in the shooting during the Bisho massacre.

Conclusion:

"The parents and wives are now tackling the recommendations and suggestions. The
parents, wives and children of the TDF soldiers who were killed in the then raid on palace of
L L Sebe be compensated because these soldiers acted at the instance of General Rid Dailey
and the ADF. The Military Council asked South Africa for compensation of the killed
soldiers but South Africa only paid R300 000,00 for equipment left behind during the raid.

 

 

A former Commissioner of SAP, General John Coetzee and Admiral Mpeta, handed over the
money to my office and we deposited into the Transkei National Intelligence Serves for
safekeeping.

 



The parents, wives and children of the TDF soldiers who were killed in the 1990 abortive
coup, led by Duli and others be compensated because the coup was engineered by the
SANDF with full knowledge and backing of RSA political authorities.

 

Families of the activist killed by Transkei/RSA security forces in Transkei in 1988 and
before, be compensated.

 

The families of Charles Sebe and Guzana be compensated for the cold blooded murder of
their spouses at their instance of Colonel Niewoudt and RSA security men.

 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission should seriously consider the advisability of
subpoenaing the chiefs of intelligence, that is Military Intelligence, National Intelligence
Services, Security Police, who were in office before 1994 elections to account for the violence
against disadvantaged communities since the 1980's and brief the Commission on how the
decision was taken to kill soft targets.

 

It must be borne in mind that the top secret file I am presenting here today, are the tip of an
iceberg. It will be recalled that earlier on I published the signal ordering. The permanent
removal from society of Matthew Goniwe and others and the document detailing "Operation
Katzen". These copies are with the Attorney-General of the Eastern Cape."

 

I again table the copy of the press, release of 11 March 1993 which embodies operation orders signed by
Brigadier van der Westhuizen, that is this document. I also table copies of photos I handed to the New
Nation which proved that Directors of Julk Holdings were friends with Minister Pik Botha. The trip for
hunting will reflect, this is Pik Botha, this is Chris van Rensburg.

 

A copy of the murder signal of Goniwe and others handed over to the New Nation, a copy of the
translated version of "Operation Katzen" handed over to the New Nation, I also table them here today.

Take this one as well.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

WITNESS: Chairperson, I have no other files in my possession. I am merely waiting to participate
when the present government is ready to seriously tackle corruption. As you can see in Transkei, we



were effective in that if the Attorney-General has decided to prosecute an official, irrespective of his or
her social standing, we made it a point that he would go and stand and get a fair trial. So long about
this one, as I said earlier on, I am merely waiting to participate when the present government ready to
seriously tackle corruption, I will still be there.

My sincere thanks go to the former TDF military intelligence and some individuals in South Africa who
have helped with the information. I wanted to thank them publically but they said "No, General, please
do not mention our names". So I respect that. I hope that the information contained in these files, like
the names of commanders, units, contact persons in the townships, telephone numbers and addresses
would be used to further investigate the nature and scope of the State sponsored violence. I now have
the pleasure to hand over, to use all these documents.

 

 

I think there are about 13 files and "Operation Abbot", 14 and the copy of the press conference of 11
March which covered "Operation Katzen" extensively, that would make 14 or 15 and the documents I
have just handed over to you. Thank you.

Dr A BORAINE: I would like to, on behalf of the Commission, extend our thanks and appreciation, not
only to the evidence that has been given by you today, sir, but also for the copious files and copy of the
video, I hope, which is going to made available to the Commission. We have arranged for the Director
of our investigation unit, who service under Dumise Ntsebeza, to be here today. So we can give you the
assurance that they will be under safekeeping and there will be somebody to guard these files until they
are removed. I suggest that we adjourn for 20 minutes for tea, for those of us who can have some, and
then to renew our question time for following that time. That would be for half an hour, if that is
alright.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

Dr A BORAINE: I want to make an announcement. We have listened very carefully to the presentation
by General Holomisa and we are very grateful to him as a Commission.

 

 

One of the requirements of the Commission as laid down in the act is that we should obtain as complete
a picture as possible of what took place in South Africa between 1960 and 1993. Any information that
will assist the Commission to do its work will be welcome. I therefore make a special appeal to anyone
else who is following the proceedings of the Commission, whether they be from State security or
political parties or Military Intelligence or wherever, we would be grateful if they would consider
bringing to the Commission information, in the same way as we have received information today.

 

Friends, it is impossible for us to ask all the questions that we have in



our minds with the limited time available. There are number of people here who are waiting to give their
testimonies and secondly, we have been handed a very large number of files by the witness and we are
going to have to have time to study those. There maybe however a couple of questions that are relevant
right now and I am going to ask Mr Ntsebeza to lead off but whatever else happens, we hope to
conclude this part by not later than 12h00. Then there will be a official symbolic handing over of the
material by General Holomisa to Mr Ntsebeza as Head of our Investigative Unit, and myself, as the
acting Chairperson.

 

Then we will proceed immediately to the hearing of the other witnesses who are still waiting. I hand my
microphone over to Mr Ntsebeza.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Thank you, Dr Boraine. General, I am in fact not going to ask you any questions at
all except one or two. The reason being that I think I can always exercise my esturial powers over you
as you ex-master and command you to come at a later date if I think there are things that we need as a
Commission to clarify. In fact as you said, you will always be available and perhaps also as part of the
presentation by the political parties when they do present, you will possibly be available.

 

I just wanted to ask two questions. One, you mentioned the use by the State of religious or church
organisations. I do not know if you are able to expand on that, as part of this general strategy of
destabilising this region.

WITNESS: According to the document, it will be clear that the State used organisations like churches,
youth, etcetera, but in particular the emphasis on approaching these organisations, I think it was
intended to gather the intelligence. You will recall that on a number of occasions when we used to
comment as people belonging to the public, were placing the South Afican's intelligence, how accurate
it was.

But after you have read this document and read the syllabus which was taught to the youth, churches,
to adult education and the camp programmes which were organised to go out, you will be in a position
to know, to say that the main aim was to use these bodies as counter revolution and also at the same
time gather the intelligence which would be shared amongst the security families. What they did with
that intelligence, it is obvious people have disappeared, people were arrested, cadres will arrive, let us
say for a week in Port Elizabeth, from outside, but hardly three weeks inside the country, they are
arrested because the machinery was already there. The network was there to receive them. How they
deal with those people, that is now you talk now about PEPCO 3, you will talk about Goniwe incident.
The intelligence was referred to them by those people whom they have organised because White people
do not know what style we live in the townships. It is out, unless they go and visit the area and have
their own experience.

Mr D NTSEBEZA: Thank you, General. Now the last questions from me for this occasion. There has
been a name that has come up in evidence, a name that was notorious in this area, that is the name of a
Reverend Ebenezer Maqhina.



 

 

I do not know if you are able to say there has been any evidence that you have come to know of in your
own investigations about which you testified about the extent of the activities of Reverend Maqhina
insofar as he could have been part and parcel of this general strategy you talked about.

WITNESS: His name do appear in the file and he has been identified as one of the people who could be
used for the implementation of hard military phase as I have read it, under the "Operation Katzen"
when General van der Westhuizen referred to the Xhosa Resistance Movement to be the same as
Inkhata and under the control of the Security forces but he further went on to say this Xhosa Resistance
Movement must join with the existing structure which are there for counter revolution and the name of
Maqhina is there and it appears under the phase of hard military phase.

Mr D NTSEBEZE: These hard actions were armed attacks on...

WITNESS: I would not go further in saying that but that is a part of the investigating officers, to go to
Van der Westhuizen, to go to the officers and say this plan, it looks as though it was implemented
because you say it has been in operation for six months. When you refer to Maqhina, Memese,
Kakanas, etcetera, under this phase, what do you mean? That must be answered by South African
Government.

Mr D NTSEBEZE: The ball is in my court in a manner of speaking. Thank you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Yasmin Sooka.

Ms Y SOOKA: General, I would like to ask a question on the Steyn report. Did you ever have sight of
that report? Do you know whether it was in writing or whether it was tabled orally?

WITNESS: President Mandela, before the elections, during the debate with the then State President, Mr
F W de Klerk, he asked that that file should be published and debated but de Klerk was evasive. After we
got into power we were still interested in this file. It was reported later that the file was not there and
that there has never been any file. So a Commission of Inquiry, authorised by President and Ministers
of Defence, instructing a senior officer to do an inquiry and the whole world is told.

 

Then three months later, the same officer who was tasked to do that inquiry, he says "No, there has
never been any files submitted on this". As you know President de Klerk had confirmed at the time that
that might be charges of murder in that case.

 

 

That file had never been tabled at Cabinet level, either at the level of the top body of the ANC National
Executive Committee. President office has on numerous occassions said, I have never seen this file. So



the Truth Commission therefore, must call Steyn and call President de Klerk. Steyn must say this is
what I reported to President de Klerk and then you will get the truth. And what were the circumstances
which led for government to give those people who were involved more than handshake? Then you will
get the answer.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

Ms Y SOOKA: One more question I have is was it usual in these kind of circumstances to have a
Commission appointed which does not render a formal written report, to your knowledge when you
have been part of the Transkei Government, or is this a customary process?

WITNESS: I think it is against the norms and standards. It is against the ethics of good governance that
a senior officer mandated at the highest office of the land, President's office, to do an inquiry after it
was exposed to the public and the whole nation and the world waiting curious to get the finding and at
the end of the day nobody produces a piece of document on the... Even the President, in waiting,
President Mandela then, demanding this document, he could not lay hand to it.

Ms Y SOOKA: Thank you.

Dr A BORAINE: Could I make two comments and ask one question. The first was just in terms of
information. On page 17 of your report we refer to the anchor and the reference is AMI/KO/328/6/3,
referring to military intelligence and certain former members of Parliament in the Labour Party. Is that
document amongst the documents you have given to the Commission?

WITNESS: That document can be arranged because when I organised the filming which you have seen
here together with the people, that document a copy of, but if you want the document, there are two
steps you can follow. One, Holomisa go out again and look for that document in his documents at
home. Secondly, you can summon the Chief of the Defence Force and say "Would you please go to your
archives and bring this file, and you will get all the details. Otherwise, that document, I had it and Dries
de Bruyn, the man who was appearing on the screen, he has that copy. So there are three options to
that. I will try and look for it and fax it through. But since you have quoted, once you quote a file
reference and the date, it helps the investigators to say "Chief Meiring, Holomisa says, you speak very
good Afrikaans... [Inforamtion lost when michrophones were switched off for translating] ...I will try
and brings it.

 

Dr A BORAINE: We would certainly appreciate that. Could you just give us the exact name of the
person who appeared in the video?

WITNESS: He is Dries Bryns.

Dr A BORAINE: Is that B R U Y N S?

WITNESS: B R Y N S.

Dr A BORAINE: Okay, we will follow that up.



WITNESS: But his name is individual.

Dr A BORAINE: It is just not Boraine. I just wanted to know.

WITNESS: No, it is not Boraine. If you will recall, the people in the media could also assist you with
this document. When I was still a dictator in Transkei, I published that report and faxed it throughout
the media in South Africa. Also they can assist you on that document I have referred to.

Dr A BORAINE: Finally, let me make an announcement before we formally thank you again and then
symbolically receive the material in a moment. A number of names have been mentioned during the
proceedings of the Commission. The Commission is facing a number of Court cases as a direct result of
that. We are handling that and I am not disturbed by it.

 

 

What I do want to make clear is however, that we have made a decision as a Commission some weeks
ago that we are prepared to hold special hearings, where people who have been named or are alleged to
be perpetrators can come before the Commission and give their side of the story.

 

I want to illustrate that by a name that was mentioned this morning, in fact a few moments ago, the
Reverend Maqhina's name has been mentioned yesterday and today and according to a newspaper
report, he has accused the Commission of being a Commission of untruth and half truth. We want to
make it very clear today, publically, that we will be contacting the Reverend Maqhina, inviting him to
come to the Commission and the the Reverend Bongani Finca will make that official at the press
conference at the conclusion of our proceedings today. We are hoping that he will come during the
course of this session of hearings namely, before the end of Thursday evening.

 

Obviously, if people who are invited to the Commission do not accept the invitation, we would then have
to get serious consideration to subpoenaing not this particular person alone, but many others who may
wish to tell their story.

In conclusion sir, may I on behalf of the Commission again thank you for the enormous amount of
work that you must have done to prepare this, for coming here. We know that you are a very very busy
Minister in the government and we would now like to formally and symbolically receive from you one of
many files as representing your contribution to the Commission. Thank you.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Information lost when changing cassettes]

Dr A BORAINE: ... survivors who have been waiting patiently all morning. We are now into the
afternoon but we are going to start and I am going to ask my colleague, Yasmin Sooka, to call the next
witness. Thank you.

Ms J SOOKA: I now call Maziwe Kate Mjijwa, the mother of Nimrod Monde Mjijwa, to come and take
the witness stand.

Rev B FINCA: Chairperson, I did not do my usual report to you at the beginning of this session and
that is causing confusion.

Dr A BORAINE: It is my fault.

Rev B FINCA: We are taking the next seven witnesses altogether. They are dealing with the Hankey
cases. Although they happened on different days they are related.

 

We are proposing to you, Chairperson, that the person who is responsible for leading the witnesses on
behalf of the Commission, will allow them to give their stories but questions from the Commission will
all be taken simultaneously at the end of the seven submissions. [Recording machine switched on and
off] These seven following people from Hankey, they are now going to come forward all at once.



Nomsana Sandi is the one who will lead them. He is going to give them a chance. Each of them is going
to be given a chance to say his piece. That is our submission today, Chairperson. Can Maziswe Mjijwa
please stand up? Are you Maziswe Mjijwa?

WITNESS: I am Maziswe.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, very much. Can Joyce Landu stand up please? Are you Joyce Landu? Is that
so?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you. Baleka Maggie Sibengile. Thank you. John Dan Bosman, please stand up.
Gladys Nodabephi Ndleleni. Eric Swartbooi, please stand. Nompubuluzo Lizzie Mjacu, please stand.
Please raise you right hands to prepare to take an oath for telling the truth.

Ms MAZIWE KATE MJIJWA D.S.S.

Ms JOYCE MAMZANGWA LANDU D.S.S.

BALEKA MAGGIE SIBENGILE D.S.S.

Mr JOHN DAN BOSMAN D.S.S.

Ms GLADYS NODABEPHI NDELENI D.S.S.

Mr BUYISILE ERIC SWARTBOOI D.S.S.

Ms NOMPUMPULUZO LIZZIE MJACU D.S.S.

Mr N SANDI: Please sit down, thank you.

Ms J SOOKA: Maziwe Mjijwa will give her evidence and we have assigned Committee member Ntsiki
Sandi who is sitting here on my left hand side to assist you with your evidence. If you will speak into the
microphone and press the red button when you speak and Ntsiki will help you to lead you evidence. I
hand over to Ntsiki Sandi.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Chairperson Mrs Mjijwa, do you leave at Hankey? Where exactly do you live
at Hankey?

WITNESS: I stay at Central Town.

Mr N SANDI: Has there been a report that you have tabled to the Commission before you came here
today? Is that right?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr N SANDI: This statement is about your son, Nimrod Monde Mjijwa?



WITNESS: Yes, it is.

Mr N SANDI: Please tell us what happened about Nimrod Monde.

WITNESS: My name is Maziwe Kate Mjijwa. I come from Hankey Xelenxwa. My clan name is Mkadi, I
have been married into the Mjijwa family. On 23 May 1986 I sent my son Monde to the shop. At that
time it was called Namsi. I waited for a long time for his return. I even sent Temsi to go and find
Monde. They came back around 19h00 and they were running. They said they heard some shots being
fired.

We slept that night without Monde. While we were still waiting, we heard a knock in the morning while
we were still asleep. I opened the door to find out it was Sikolake who was a policeman at Hankey. He
asked me where is Monde. I said I do not know where Monde is because he did not return yesterday. He
asked where is his ID. I said that I do not know but I think that he has it with him becuase he is never
without it. When he was leaving he said to me, do you know if Monde is dead? I said "No, you are
lying". Then he said Monde is dead.

 

Then I said to him "It is obvious, then you would be happy for the death of Monde". The reason why I
say this is because once when he was playing golf, you took him. He was with other kids but you simply
took this one and put him in a hippo. You took him to a police camp and on a second occasion you took
my son from school. They took him into a police camp and they asked him what happened to the money.
This is why I am saying to you that you would be happy if Monde is death. While he was living I
shouted at him. I saw the squad in front of my gate. My husband and my other children said I must not
shout at these policemen, so then I stopped and they left. They went to the police camp. In the same
week, a kombi with comrades in it arrived. They said we must go and find Monde.

We went to the police camp at Hankey but we could not find him. Then we went to Port Elizabeth, still
with these kombis, we went to the police station again. In New Brighton we could not find him. We were
going up and down trying to find these people, we could not find them anywhere. After two weeks we
were sitting at Headbush. Headbush was still trying to find out where these people are. Headbush was
also one of our comrades. They really helped us trying to find our son. We went three times to the police
camp and we could not find him. Then we were called again by the police. There were bodies that we
had to go and identify.

Mr N SANDI: Can I please interrupt you, Mama? How long has it been before you found out where
your sons were?

WITNESS: It was two weeks before we could find them.

Mr N SANDI: Please continue.

WITNESS: When I went to look for these sons, we saw these police standing there. I saw my son was
the third one amongst these children. When I saw him, his right eye was swollen and one of his eyes
was gone. They were naked on the lower part of his bodies and he had a hole on his left side. We looked
at them and then we were told to leave. We left them there and we went home. Just before we left we



asked for their clothes.

The policemen said we will come at 08h00 tomorrow morning and you will find the clothes of your
children at the police camp at Hankey. The 08h00 they were talking about was the 08h00 that they came
to kick the doors. They kicked the first door and they kicked the third door of the bedroom. They asked
where are the boys. I said I only have one son and he is the one that you killed. They searched through
all the rooms and then they left after that.

 

The following morning at 08h00 we went to the police station and now we found the clothes. There was
a small bundle of each and every killed person. The jersey that he had worn had a hole in it and his
shoes was full of blood. There was a card on top of this bundle of clothes written André le Roux. There
was also a number in this card and this number was the number of the bullet that my son had been shot
with. André was also one of the farmers. He was the son of Jan. I took this card with the clothes and
then I took it home with me. I cannot remember now that number, but I did not even know that that
number would be of any significance later.

Mr N SANDI: You are actually saying that on this card was written André le Roux?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: You took it home?

WITNESS: Yes, I took it home.

Mr N SANDI: Do you still have it at home?

WITNESS: I did try to look for this card but I could not find it anymore.

Mr N SANDI: How old was Monde?

WITNESS: Monde was about to be 20. On 6 June he was going to be 20 years.

Mr N SANDI: Were there other children who were shot with him on this day?

WITNESS: Yes. He was shot with other kids on that day. The day of the 23rd.

Mr N SANDI: Did you make any arrangements for the funeral? What kind of arrangements did you
make?

WITNESS: Churches tried to arrange for funeral arrangements for us. Those amongst the churches
from Port Elizabeth. All these kids were buried on the same day. All these five children who were shot
on the same day.

Mr N SANDI: On the day of the funeral, what happened? Were there any disruptions?

 



WITNESS: On this day of the funeral, the magistrate said no, there should not be any more than five
people at the funeral. Our brothers and sisters from Grahamstown and Uitenhage were not allowed to
come. There were only five people who were allowed to come to the funeral. There was only Reverend
Gushe who was allowed to come, who was a Coloured man.

Mr N SANDI: By whom were told about this message from the magistrate?

WITNESS: The magistrate wrote a letter himself. I had that with me. This letter said there must not be
more than five people in the funeral and the person who was supposed to conduct the funeral, was
Reverend Gushe.

Mr N SANDI: Was there a court case regarding the shooting of these five boys?

WITNESS: No, there was no court case. The magistrate called us, he was alone, he told all of us that
there would not be any court case. We were told that there would not be any court case because these
children were going to throw stones at a certain house.

Mr N SANDI: Did you have a lawyer as a family?

WITNESS: We did try to get a lawyer. We found a woman lawyer who was limping. She was from the
ANC.

Mr N SANDI: Can you remember the name of this lawyer?

WITNESS: No, I cannot remember who she was.

CHAIRPERSON: Please give the witness a chance. You are disturbing her. Please give her a chance. It
is her moment.

Mr N SANDI: Was it not Vanessa Britton Louw who was a lawyer at that time?

WITNESS: Yes, it was Vanessa.

Mr N SANDI: How long did the court case take?

WITNESS: We were outside and then we were just called in and we were told there is no court case.

Mr N SANDI: Are you now trying to tell us that you would like the Commission to investigate who shot
these boys?

WITNESS: Yes, please the Commission, can you investigate for me who shot my boys?

Mr N SANDI: Do you have another request, Mr Mjijwa? I notice that in your statement you said the
names of these boys must be recorded.

WITNESS: Yes, they must be recorded because Mansla Mdela who was a policeman at that time and
Sekolene Stevens, those are the policemen who were there at that time.



Mr N SANDI: Before I hand over to the Chairperson, do you have anything else that you would like to
say to the Commission, Mr Mjijwa?

WITNESS: I would appreciate it if André could tell me why did he shoot my son in a Xhosa township.

Mr N SANDI: Do you sometimes see André le Roux after this incident?

WITNESS: No, I have never seen him again. We stay in a Xhosa township which is different from his.

Mr N SANDI: When is the last time you saw him?

WITNESS: It has not been a long time. Now and then I have been told that here is the one who shot
your son when he is just passing by in a van.

Mr N SANDI: In that Hankey district, is there anyone else?

WITNESS: There is another one staying at West End.

Mr N SANDI: What does he do for a living?

WITNESS: He is a farmer.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Mjijwa.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. Mr Sandi, I think hence there is a great deal of similarity between the
various witnesses, I suggest that you hear all the witnesses and then have questions by other
Commissioners and Committee members right at the very end. If they would be good enough to please
take careful notes so that no question is left unasked. Thank you, you may proceed.

 

Mr N SANDI: Can we now hear from Mrs Joyce Mamzangwa Landu? Mrs Landu, your son who was
also one of these sons was Vusumzi Khotso Landu.

WITNESS: Patrick.

Mr N SANDI: Yes, how old was he?

WITNESS: He was 21 years old.

Mr N SANDI: What did he do for a living?

WITNESS: He was working.

Mr N SANDI: Where?

WITNESS: He was working at Humansdorp.

Mr N SANDI: Where did he work there?



WITNESS: He was working in a restaurant.

Mr N SANDI: Please tell us about this particular day. When was the last time you saw him just before
you were told that he is dead?

WITNESS: It was around 17h00 when he was from work.

Mr N SANDI: Could you please come towards the microphone?

WITNESS: He was from work and he went home. He asked me if he could get some spades because we
are expecting boere today. So they left. Round about 19h00 we were told that there were "boere" that
were coming at that night.

These boere were with policemen and soldiers. Around 19h00 and 20h00 we saw them patrolling.
During the evening we heard a sound, sounding like "zzzz" but we did not even know what was going
on. In the morning Phindele came. He brought Vusumzi's caps, telling me that Vusumzi has been shot.
I asked where he was shot. He just left, later then we followed.

Mr N SANDI: Please take your time, Mama. The Commission is listening, please take your time.

CHAIRPERSON: Could I suggest that the briefer gets a chair so that she can be close in case she can
be of some comfort and help and if you would perhaps like a little water before you continue. Thank
you.

Mr N SANDI: Before these boys got shot, were there any events in the neighbourhood involving the
soldiers and the policemen? Any kind of conflict that happened before the shooting?

WITNESS: These young men were in the struggle. They were in the struggle.

Mr N SANDI: Was there any conflict between the youth and the police?

WITNESS: Yes, there was. And on this day, on the 23rd, lots of policemen arrived. They were digging
up strands.

 

We waited for a long time, until it was in the morning when this boy came to tell me that Vusumzi has
been shot. I am not the only one here. We were lots of other women. I wanted to see the actual spot
where Vusumzi has been shot. Thozamile told me no, I must go back home. He was going to tell me
what was going on. So they left. They came again in the afternoon on a Saturday. Vusumzi was at
hospital. They told me Vusumzi was at hospital at that time. I could not believe that he was dead. Inside
me I told me that no, he was still alive. People from my church came to have a service in my home. They
asked me if my son is dead. I said that I do not know. I am still waiting for the report. We had a prayer
and then they left. Then these young boys come in again and they told me that they confirmed that, yes,
Vusumzi has been shot. Then after that confirmation I accepted it. On Monday a detective called
Flecker, we used to call him Fleck, he said to me Khotso is dead. We have shot him. I said alright, I
heard you. I was then told to go there in the morning to identify him. I left alone with no one to



accompany me. I went there with another prisoner. I saw Vusumzi.

Dr A BORAINE: There is no hurry. Just take a few moments. We know the pain that you are suffering.
It is perfectly normal and natural so just take it easy.

I would be grateful that while we wait, if we would keep as quiet as possible. There are lots of people
who are trying to listen. They cannot hear, so if you could keep quiet please. Then the witness's story
can be heard by everybody in the hall and we will ask the witness to speak directly into the microphone
and speak as loud as possible because everybody wants to know what you are saying. Thank you.

Mr N SANDI: By the way, Mrs Mamzangwa, you said the magistrate did not find anyone guilty for the
death of your son because that bullet that was found in his body did not have a number.

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr N SANDI: I take it now you were all represented by that lawyer that you have mentioned before?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: The woman who spoke before you said policemen arrived at her house and kicked the
doors. Did this happen at your house as well?

WITNESS: Yes, it did.

Mr N SANDI: In other words, you are asking the Commission to please investigate about that. Is that
all that you have to say in front of us?

WITNESS: Yes, that is all.

 

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Mamsangwa. We are now calling Mrs Sibengile. Mrs Sibengile, do you
also have a statement here in front of us? Did you table your statement to the Commission before?

WITNESS: Yes, I did.

Mr N SANDI: Can I please make an announcement. The Chairperson, Dr Boraine, has asked that we
give respect to the people in front of us now. The same respect that we have given to Bantu Bonke
Holomisa because here in this Commission, all the victims are the same. The pain that is felt by these
women in front of us for their children, we are supposed to respect it. We therefore ask you when you
want to leave this hall, please do so when the witnesses have left their seats. Let us please have respect
for their contribution.

 

Secondly, the Commissioner is asking you witnesses to please come closer to the microphone and please
speak a little bit louder so that everybody in this hall can be able to hear your story. Please when you
speak to us, just raise your voice a little so that everybody can hear you. Thank you. Mrs Sibengile, did



you say your son's name is Msondise Eric Sibengile? Is that correct?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr N SANDI: He was also injured the same way as the sons of the previous witnesses?

WITNESS: Yes. What happened to him was the same as the other kids. Msondise was from work on
that day. I asked him "Why did you go to work to day when it is so chaotic, when our doors are being
kicked". Now because we had to have supper before sunset so that we can lock our doors, we had our
supper early.

Mr N SANDI: You say now it was chaotic in your neighbourhood. Could you please elaborate on this?

WITNESS: White soldiers would come to our places, together with police on certain times who were
with these soldiers. They would be in hippos.

Mr N SANDI: Were there any farmers in the Hankey district who would be with these soldiers?

WITNESS: Some would be from Pieterse, some would be from Murray Drive. We do not know the
others. But they were all white men.

Mr N SANDI: Are you saying it was a mixture of farmers and soldiers coming from the same region?

WITNESS: The farmers are the same as the soldiers.

Mr N SANDI: Please continue, Mrs Sebengile.

 

WITNESS: They usually would come in the evening. Every evening. I cannot speak to a person that I
am not looking at.

Mr N SANDI: When was the last time you saw your son on this particular day?

WITNESS: On this day, it was on a Friday, he was from work. I complained to him, saying to him
"Why did you come to me on this day, on such a bad day?" He said to me "Where will I go and hide?"
On that day he left with his cousin, because I thought that he was going to come back because I have
already warned him about the chaotic situation. But we even slept on that night before he came back.
Around midnight I heard a loud sound. I even jumped from my bed and I sat up. The sound was from a
rifle.

Mr N SANDI: Do you think that this rifle was shooting at a person?

WITNESS: Well, I was asleep. It was not from above. You could hear that it was from the same level as
the ground. In the morning around 06h00 I woke up and I left. I met a child running, I asked "What is
it, where are the others?" I was already now afraid to ask where is mine. I do not know where they were
but it was really very bad last night. So I went to look for my son where his cousin lived. I asked where
is Msondise. He said "during the shootings, that was the last time I saw Msondise.



I met his shoe on the way. I was scared to pick this shoe up becuase I did not know who was looking at
this time". This all happened in the township.

Mr N SANDI: Now this cousin, is this the one that you said his name is Pindile?

WITNESS: Yes, this is Pindile Ngomo.

Mr N SANDI: Is Pindile Ngomo here today?

WITNESS: No, Pindile is not here. I do not know where he is but he lives at Swartkop Valley. I do not
know exactly where. I do not know his exact address. Swartkop Valley is here in Port Elizabeth. After
Pindile has told me when was the last time that he saw my son I left and I went home. The policemen
now arrived so I had my hope that yes, now I am going to get the truth now. Here are the policemen.
There was Mandle Hodile and another white policeman whose name I do not know. There was Mandle
Hodile who was a black policeman, he said to me "Grandma, where is Mbulelo?" I said "I do not know
where Mbulelo is. What is wrong?" He said "I am not looking for you, I am looking for Mbulelo". So I
said "What is it?" He said "Where is his wife?" I said "The wife is where she lives".

Mr N SANDI: Who is Mbulelo?

 

WITNESS: Mbulelo is my eldest son. Then he left for Mbulelo's place. I also followed him. There was
another policeman who said "You must turn back". I said "I am not turning back, I am following." I
walked slowly following these policemen. Mandla was already ahead, he had already spoken to my
daughter in law. She said to me "Mama, we are expected now to go and identify a body in town, at
Hankey." I turned back and she is the one who left. She said to me no, she could not have survived
because he was stabbed in the stomach. His intestines were outside.

Mr N SANDI: Was there anything that you have noticed in his body besides his injury?

WITNESS: They were not brought to us, they were hidden. I have been just sending my daughters, just
to go and find out and my daughter in law. The bodies were kept here in Port Elizabeth, but I do not
know where for a long time. We could not bury them. It took a very long time. It took two weeks. We got
the bodies on the third week.

Mr N SANDI: Did they tell you the reason why they kept the bodies?

WITNESS: No, I do not know. The people who had to go and find out had to sneak out. They were not
supposed to go during broad daylight.

Mr N SANDI: Did you bury these boys on the same day?

 

WITNESS: Yes, they were brought in one vehicle. One boy was sent to his own home but they were all
buried on the same day.



Mr N SANDI: Were there any other events? Any disruptions that happened on that day when you were
burying your sons?

WITNESS: Yes. Police arrived on the scene of the funeral after we have left. We had already left at that
time. We were told that we should not be more than five.

Mr N SANDI: On the day of the funeral of your sons, were there only police that were there in the
township or were there also soldiers?

WITNESS: There were both, though they did not do anything.

Mr N SANDI: Were there soldiers and police who were patrolling?

WITNESS: Yes, there were policemen and soldiers who were patrolling around. They would actually
identify themselves as police and they would patrol in the townships.

Mr N SANDI: During the time when they threw the teargas in the funeral scene, were there police and
soldiers?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: Were you in court when the court case was in procession?

WITNESS: No, I was not there. It was only the young ones who used to go to court, not me.

Mr N SANDI: What is your request, Mrs Sebengile, to the Commission? The witnesses before you had
said that they want the Commission to investigate about the killers of their son. Do you also ask the
same thing?

WITNESS: Yes, that is my same request as well.

Mr N SANDI: Is there anything else that you would like to say, Mrs Sebengile?

WITNESS: Yes, but maybe I have forgotten some of the things. I mean, it has been a long time to 1996.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Sebengile.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mr N SANDI: We would like now to hear from Mr Bosman. Can he please come to the microphone?
Are you seated properly, Mr Bosman?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: Do you not want to sit on that other side so that you can face us directly?

WITNESS: Thank you very much, sir, I am now comfortable.

Mr N SANDI: Your son who was shot on that day was Edward Siziba. Is that so?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr N SANDI: Could you please tell us when Sipho left your home and where he was going?

WITNESS: Sipho was working in the Municipality office in Hankey. In the mornings he usually goes to
work and he would come back late in the day. I used to say to him, "Sipho, do not do this, stop coming
very late because these policemen are very rude out there. You are going to get injured." He used to say
to me, "No, nothing is to happen to me". I said, "Be careful, you could get injured". Then on this
particular day, on Friday, I said to him, "Sipho, come straight home after work". He said "Yes, I will".
So he just left, he went to work and we also went to work.

 

We went to Hankey to do some shopping. He gave me a R40,00 and then he said to me I am going to get
my salary and I will come and give you some more. So we left for home, we stayed at home. In the
afternoon, early evening, we heard the sound of the dogs and I said if these dogs starts barking, then the
soldiers are coming. Now we got worried because our son was not coming back. We said "What could
have happened to him? Look at the time now".

Mr N SANDI: Mr Bosman, there is something that I want to ask you. When you said this is the time for
the soldiers now to patrol, what do you mean by that?

WITNESS: I said this is something that usually happens. Soldiers would start shooting in the evening.
Before long we heard the shooting. They used to stay in a certain hill, that is where they were stationed.
We heard the shots. I said to my wife "Listen to those shots. Those shots are aimed straight at people". I
am one of the hunters, I know when a shot has been aimed at a person. We had our dinner and we even
went to sleep without my son. In the morning on Saturday, I went to work as usual. While I was in the



field working, the squad arrived, this young boy next to me said to me. This squad is coming to you Oom
Dan. He insisted that this squad is coming to me, I said to him look, do not curse me on a Saturday.

We went to this fields and the Magistrate came to me and said come. Are you referring to this little boy?
No, they said, you, it was Mandla Mdila Stephen and another white man. They said to me, just get into
the car, I said what is it, they said they do not know, just get into get into the car you will hear about this
later. So I thought may be I am going overseas. They were telling me that they were going to Hanky
Police Station.

Dr A BORAINE: It is impossible for us to hear, there are a lots of people in the hall, they are very keen
to hear, I do not want to be tough but I appeal to you, please keep quite while the witness is trying to tell
his story. I am sure you are going to listen to that now. Thank you.

WITNESS: So I got into the car, we went into this camp and it was full of people. We stayed in this
camp until they opened. When I got there I saw him, I could identify him, I could see that this is Sipho.
They asked me, how did I know that this is Sipho, I said how can I not know my son, I said this is my
son lying here, then after that I left. What really got into me now was on the second time, when I saw
them the second time they were now lying on the floor, I even said to them, even if a person is dead, you
are not even supposed to treat him like a sheep.

(?) : Now before you saw this room where your son was kept, were you told where you were going to?

WITNESS: No, I was not told, they just said to me come forward. I was not aware that I was going to
see my son, I only saw him when they opened the door, and that is when I identified him.

(?) : What did you notice in his body?

WITNESS: I saw wounds on the right side, he had bullet wounds on the shoulders, I saw bullet wounds
on the shoulders on his right side, he had bullet holes.

(?) : Did you ask the sergeant of the soldiers where they got the bodies of these sons?

WITNESS: They asked me if this is my son, I said yes this is my son. He said to me do you see where
they are now, do you see where they are lying. I said, "Yes I could see." And then he said to me, "You
in this township you are very silly. If you can just stay on that hill and throw a bomb on you, you are
just going to die like sheep." I did not say anything back to him.

(?): Could you just repeat Mr Bosman what you just said now, what did this sergeant say to you?

WITNESS: He said to me, "Bosman, you do not want to listen. You are very silly towards us. If I can
just throw a bomb to where you stay because you are disturbing us, if I can just throw a bomb you will
be dead like sheep".

Mr SANDI: If there is anything else that you have forgotten, well we are asking questions, you can just
raise your hand and we will ask you more, do you understand?

WITNESS: Yes, I understand.



(?): Which language did he use when he used these words?

WITNESS: He spoke Afrikaans.

(?): Do you understand Afrikaans, Mr Bosman?

WITNESS: Yes, I do understand Afrikaans.

(?): Did you make arrangements for the funeral? Did they also kick the doors at your place before you
buried your son?

WITNESS: The policemen came at night, I was asleep. It was probably around 1 or 2 am, I was asleep
at that time. I heard noises. I said to my wife, "this pig must have escaped from its canal." This pig,
when it was looking for a male pig it used to just jump out," so I thought it was the pig again. I heard
the noise, I heard somebody knocking, I asked who are you, he said it is me open the door. So when I
opened the door I saw white men. They wanted to find out who is sleeping in this room, I said nobody
sleeps in this room, this is a spare room, when I have visitors they sleep in that room. Then he said,
"you keep toyi-toyi people in this house." Then I said, "Who said that?" Then they said, "You are
keeping people who were doing toyi-toyi in your house. I said, "I do not keep any toyi-toyi people in my
house." Then they said, "These people sleep in your place, you are hiding these people in your house."
I said, "I do not do that." Then they said where is your son?

 

Then I said, "There is my son living. Then I said, "But you have killed my son. They said, "Who killed
your son?" I said, "You did, you killed my son, my son is now just lying at Hankey, you are the ones
who killed him." Then they just left.

(?): So you argued, it looked like now you were in trouble because you had a spare room in your house,
apparently that was your sin?

WITNESS: Yes ,that was my sin, just because I had a spare room, I told them the person who is
supposed to sleep in that bed is the one that you had killed.

(?): Mr Bosman, were you there when the court case was on?

WITNESS: No. The last time I saw these people was now on Saturday, that day when I identified my
son.

(?): Did you hear anything about who was found guilty about the murder of your son?

WITNESS: Please repeat?

(?): Did you hear anything about who was found guilty about the murder of your son? How did you feel
as a parent?

WITNESS: I felt that that Magistrate was very wrong, nobody could just be shot without doing
anything. The Magistrate and his colleagues were the ones who were guilty.



 

(?): Do you know anyone who was a witness about this shooting?

WITNESS: No, I do not know anything about that.

(?): You do not know?

WITNESS: No, I do not.

(?): Is that all that you can tell us Mr Bosman?

WITNESS: No, I have not finished.

(?): I am sorry for that, I did not realise that you have not finished.

WITNESS: I did not get the clothes of my son, I did not even get a shoe from his clothes, I did not even
get that salary that he went to fetch, even a jacket, I did not get anything. I did not rest by these police
after that, they kept on coming into my home, these people like Stephen and other white men, they came
several times at my place. They wanted to find out when are we going to bury our sons. They were
telling me that they do not want a lot of people to bury these people. "We only want five of six, if not so,
you are going to see what is coming to you." Then I said that is not my business, we are going to bury
our sons together, like the way they died, and they left.

On the third day they came again, they asked me, "Have you buried your son?" I said, "No, I have not
buried him, I am not going to do it, we are going to bury these boys the same day, together."

Then, they said, "It looks like you are looking for trouble." I said, "I am not going to bury him alone
because he was not shot alone. Our organisation is going o bury them." That is what I told them. I am
going to go according to our organisation.

(?): Did you bury your sons in the township, at Hankey?

WITNESS: Yes, we buried them at Hankey Township.

(?): Are there any other things that you want to tell us, maybe if you do not remember now you may
think in the meantime.

WITNESS: Let me finish, one more thing is we were not kept well by the soldiers, they interrogated us.
The coffin now was now in the house, it was on a Friday, we were about to bury on Saturday. These
boers came and they broke our doors, to finish things off, on Saturday the boers just threw us with
teargas, they used to throw teargas from hill that they were stationed at, while we were trying to bury
our sons. We could not even wash our hands after the funeral, as we usually do, as it is customary to
our people, because we were teargassed.

(?): Did you ever hear now who actually shot your son?

WITNESS: No, I would really like it if the Commission could investigate for me who did shoot my son,



until now I do not know. Please investigate for me, I do not want to estimate, I want the truth.

 

(?): In your statement you said that you heard that your son was shot by farmer.

WITNESS: That is exactly what I want to find out. I want the truth because that is just what I heard, I
want to find out the truth.

(?) : Is that all Mr Bosman?

WITNESS: Yes, that is all for now, thank you.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

Dr A BORAINE: Mr Sandi, I think that we will take one more witness before lunch, but the rest will
have to be done after lunch, so if you could go ahead for one more please.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs GLADYS NODABEPHI NDLELENI D.S.S.

Mr SANDI: Mrs Ndleleni, did you say your son is Vuyo Kato Ndleleni?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr SANDI: When was he exactly shot?

WITNESS: In May 1986, I only estimate that it was on 25 May 1986, but I am not quite sure of the date.
He was shot together with the other kids that we have mentioned.

Mr SANDI: Please come forward, next to the microphone.



WITNESS: Initially I said he was shot on the 25th, but I think it was on the 23rd, I was here in Port
Elizabeth when that happened. Young men arrived at my employers place to tell me that my son has
been shot.

Mr SANDI: Were you here in Port Elizabeth or were you at home at Hankey?

WITNESS: I was here in Port Elizabeth, because I was working here in Port Elizabeth, my son was
staying in Hankey at that time. Young men arrived and they told me that my sone has been shot.

Mr SANDI: Did they tell you he was shot and why?

WITNESS: He was shot at Hankey when they were doing toyi-toyi.

Mr SANDI: Did they tell you where exactly he was shot at Hankey?

 

WITNESS: Now these young men said when they were doing this toyi-toyi they were [Inaudible...] and
then they were shot. He did not go to Rod Drive because he was a student at the time. He had to go and
rush for school. Now when he was coming home there was another white man lying on his stomach,
that white man now shot my son, and he could not walk anymore. They dragged him like dog, they took
my son to Mr Mabukane.

Mr SANDI: Mrs Ndleleni take your time we will wait for you.

Dr A BORAINE: Order please, thank you, let her gather her thoughts, it is very hard.

Mr SANDI: Mrs Ndleleni, do you think you can continue? Mrs Ndleleni, we can still continue after
lunch if you feel you cannot continue. Should we continue or should we do it after lunch?

WITNESS: No, let us go on.

Mr SANDI: Now, in your statement you said Vuyo had been shot and he was pulled and dragged like a
dog, to go to Mr Mabukane's house?

WITNESS: He was also residing in the township. He was one of the Councillors, that is when now they
took him to the police camp. I heard this from one of my nephews.

Dr A BORAINE: Mr Sandi, I think that we should adjourn, and we will continue after lunch, order
please.

The Commission will adjourn until 14h00, and we will continue with the same witness. Please be very
careful as you move around the hall is very crowded, thank you.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

Mr SANDI: Mrs Ndleleni, before we broke for lunch we stopped at a very painful period, I do not even
like the fact that we have to start again, for you now to repeat what you have already said. Especially



that part that you said, just before we left for lunch. When we parted you said, "Vuyo was shot" and he
was dragged into Mr Mabukane's house. Is that so, Mama?

WITNESS: Yes, that is so.

Mr SANDI: Now, in your statement I have noticed that, according to what you have heard, seeing that
you were not there, when he got into this house he was dragged into he was beaten up, is that so?

WITNESS: Yes, he was sjamboked, that resulted into terrible bruises. Now after that they took him into
the Charge Office, that is where they beat him up with the butts of the guns. Now one of my nephews
who is sitting over there, he says, my son was bleeding through his nose when they finished him off, and
then that is when they shot. They shot him on his head.

 

Mr SANDI: Now, Mama who were these people who did this in this Councillor's house?

WITNESS: It was the policemen, Mandla Mdila, who did this, and my nephew says a white man called
Peter was one of the people who did this to my son. This White man said they are going to kill this boy.

Mr SANDI: How, such sad news like this about the shooting of your son, how did that news come to
you?

WITNESS: That little girl with a red jacket told me this. They are the ones that went to the charge office
to find out, they are the ones who actually saw him and identified him. No I was not there, I was not one
of the people who identified him, I was still working at that time.

Mr SANDI: Was Vuyo buried with the other ones who he was shot with?

WITNESS: Yes, he was also part of the people who were buried on that day.

Mr SANDI: Did you report this to the police?

WITNESS: No, I personally did not go.

Mr SANDI: Why, why did you not go?

WITNESS: The reason why I did not go is because the police who I was supposed to go and report this
to were the very ones who shot my son.

Mr SANDI: Mama, is that all that you are going to tell us today?

WITNESS: Yes, that is all.

Mr SANDI: Thank you very much, Mama. Mama, is that all you have to tell us now? Can we now
please ask Mr Swartbooi to come forward.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr BUYISILE ERIC SWARTBOOI D.S.S.

Mr SANDI: Usually, Mr Swartbooi after a war you get survivors?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr SANDI: From the statements that you have submitted to the Commission, you said you were there
when these young boys were shot?

WITNESS: Yes, I was there, I was first one to be shot.

Mr SANDI: Could you please tell us what happened on that day?

WITNESS: On 23 May 1986, is was on a Friday, we were supposed to have a meeting that day. On our
way to the meeting we heard shootings right in front of us. We tried to turn back, we were trying to run



away, but unfortunately I was shot on my right thigh, and it was damaged. Then I fell, the policeman
picked me up, they sent me to the charge office. When I got there I was brutally beaten up, while they
were beating me up they called for an ambulance, then the ambulance took me to the Livingstone
Hospital. I was guarded by the same policeman in the hospital. After a week I had an operation on my
thigh, and my thigh was supported by some iron rod.

Mr SANDI: How many months were you in hospital?

WITNESS: I think it is more than six months.

 

Mr SANDI: Are you still receiving some treatment because of your injury?

WITNESS: Yes, I still receive some treatment and I am still taking some tablets.

Mr SANDI: Where are you getting this treatment?

WITNESS: I am getting my treatment from the doctors at Hankey.

Mr SANDI: Did you see the sons of these women who just made their statement before they were shot?

WITNESS: I do not understand, could you please repeat?

Mr SANDI: The women who are here next to you, they brought forward their statement about the
shooting of their sons, and you said you were there when this happened. Did you see them before they
got shot?

WITNESS: Yes, I saw them before they were shot.

Mr SANDI: Did you see them on the spot where this shooting was happening?

WITNESS: This shooting did not happen on one street. This was happening on different streets, I was
shot on another street and they were shot on another street.

Mr SANDI: Were you ever taken to court?

 

 

WITNESS: Sir, when I came back from hospital I heard from a Detective that I should go to court at
Hankey, when I got there the Magistrate told me that I am guilty and we must go to Humansdorp court,
then I must go and get a lawyer. I was told that my case is very difficult.

Mr SANDI: Well, did you have a lawyer in court?

WITNESS: Yes, I had a lawyer, his name was Seti.



Mr SANDI: How did the case go?

WITNESS: When we got to Humansdorp there were white soldiers, five white soldiers. Now my lawyer
said he was going to go inside the court and talk to the Magistrate. When he came back he said to me
this is going to be a very difficult case because these soldiers are here to suppress me.

Mr SANDI: Was there anyone who appeared in court? Were you accused with somebody else about
this?

WITNESS: No, I was the only one who was accused.

Mr SANDI: What were you accused of?

WITNESS: These soldiers said my friends and myself we threw stones at a hipo, out of the blue, now
that is how I was sentenced five years outside, but I was not supposed to go to any meetings, I was not
supposed to meet people at all.

Mr SANDI: Was Vanessa one of your lawyers?

WITNESS: When I went to Vanessa, Vanessa told me that this case was too much for her, I must refer
it to Seti.

Mr SANDI: Did you lay any charges against the police for your shooting?

WITNESS: I did try it, I tried to claim something for my shooting, but I was told that you cannot lay
charges against the government, especially if it is already after six months. Then I was told to drop
everything, so I did.

Mr SANDI: Do you have anything that you want to add Mr Swartbooi?

WITNESS: I would like the Commission to please investigate, who is this white man who shot at me and
why did he do this?

Mr SANDI: Who do you suspect did this to you?

WITNESS: I do not suspect anyone, but somebody who can say this

are Mandla Mdila and Stephen because they are the ones who could say something, they are the ones
who could know who did this to me.

Mr SANDI: Is it because they were there?

WITNESS: No, they were at the charge office.

Mr SANDI: Is that all Mr Swartbooi?

WITNESS: Yes, that is all thank you.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS



 

Mrs NOMPUBULUZO LIZZIE N MJACU D.S.S

Mr SANDI: Mrs Mjacu, did you say your son is Sandile Joseph Mjacu?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr SANDI: Was he also shot on the same day with the others?

WITNESS: No, he was shot before, he was shot on 27 April.

Mr SANDI: Was it on 27 April?

WITNESS: Yes.

Mr SANDI: 1986?

WITNESS: Yes it was 1986.

Mr SANDI: Please tell us about the shooting of your son, where was he shot?

WITNESS: He told me that he is going to see his friend and they were going to have a meeting in a
certain hill, that night he never came back. The following day, his younger brother said to me, Phumzile
Mjacu is his name, he said, "Mama Sandile has been shot". In my mind I just thought he was shot by
rubber bullets, so I did not take that into cognisance. Later that day, one of my relatives, just a young
boy said to me, "Mama come, he is in the Provincial hospital". On Wednesday, when I wanted to go to
the hospital, the Comrades said, "no do not go Mama we will come with the report to you".

They came back with the report they told me that he was still under certain machines "life supporters".
The next Friday was a month end, I was preparing to go to town to pay my instalments, now one of my
daughters came to me with a certain letter saying that my son is dead. I was still reading this letter, one
of the Detectives came to me saying to me, "are you Sandile Mjacu's mother" I said, "Yes, I am." Then
he said, "Let us go and identify the body."

Mr SANDI: So did you go to New Brighton?

WITNESS: Yes, we came here to New Brighton, then I identified him. When we entered here one of the
policeman asked, "was the child shot here in Port Elizabeth"? One of the policeman said, "no he was
shot in Hankey." So then I was send into a certain room, I was also with one of the men here with me.
They pushed me with into this room to go and identify my son. They pushed me when I saw that it was
true I could see that it was my son.

Mr SANDI: Can I go on asking you questions?

WITNESS: Yes, please go on.

Mr SANDI: You said there were white policemen who came to your place?



 

 

WITNESS: These people said they were going to investigate, they asked me if I have heard anything
about the shooting of my son, whoever shot my son I should tell them. But I did not hear anything until
the end of 1986, I just heard rumours that a certain Mr Charlie who was a Councillor is the one. In
1987 my husband used to go and do gardening job for another white man, this white man went to my
husband, he said, "have you heard who shot your son"? Then he said, "it is Yamile Charlie who shot
your son".

Mr SANDI: Does Charlie still stay at Hankey?

WITNESS: No, he has moved to Alice.

Mr SANDI: Was he ever arrested?

WITNESS: No, Charlie was never arrested for this.

Mr SANDI: Where exactly was he shot at Hankey?

WITNESS: He was shot on a certain street which is next to the Rabe Church.

Mr SANDI: Please continue Mr Mjacu. Was the shooting of your son ever taken to court?

WITNESS: No, it was not, I know that these policemen know about this.

Mr SANDI: Did you ever go to lawyers, just to find some advice on how to handle this?

WITNESS: No we never went to any lawyers.

Mr SANDI: In other words you want the Commission to please investigate about this?

WITNESS: Yes, please investigate, I just want to find this man. This man is a trusted man in church.

Mr SANDI: So you want the Commission to find more about him? Were you with him in church?

WITNESS: Yes, we used to go together to the Presbyterian Church.

Mr SANDI: Is that all that you are going to tell us Mrs Mjacu?

WITNESS: Yes, that is all.

Mr SANDI: If there is anything that you have forgotten, maybe when we are asking questions you can
still add on. Thank you, Mrs Mjacu.

Rev B FINCA: Are there any questions from Commissioners?



(?): I would like to put a question to Mrs Mjijwa, by the way you said the Magistrate said there must
only be five people in the funeral. I just want to find out now, would you be satisfied now, if the
Commission can ask that Magistrate who gave orders to that Magistrate to say this, to give these orders.

Rev B FINCA: Are there any questions? We would like now to thank you, ladies and gentlemen from
Hankey, for coming to give us your statements in front of this Commission.

There is something that I would like to find out most of you talked about this lawyer called Vanessa,
now I just want to find out now regarding the murder of your sons, is she the one who was handling the
cases?

WITNESS: She is the one who handled the case, we were sent by the s to her. But now it was 1987, we
have forgotten some of these things, we did not even think that something like this would be happening
today. (?): But now all of you here you were all represented by Vanessa?

WITNESS: No, Mrs Mjacu was not there when we were sent by the comrades to Vanessa. But the
others except Mrs Mjacu, no the others will talk for themselves, I do not know.

WITNESS - SWARTBOOI: Vanessa did not handle my case. My case was handled by Seti who said no
this is too much for him. Seti now was my lawyer.

(?): Who said this case is too much for him?

WITNESS: Vanessa said the case was too much for her, so she was handing it over to Shedi.

Rev B FINCA: As I was saying, the freedom of South Africa the one that we are enjoying now, it has
also been enjoyed by the perpetrators. Those whose hands are dripping with blood, they can now go to
South African courts and ask for their rights.

 

That freedom that was fought by people like you, their names are not written anywhere, I know that for
some of you is the first time for us to hear about them. It is you who has given your sons through the
struggle, as a result your sons were victims for us to get the freedom that we have today. Now the aim of
the Commission to give you this chance to tell your part of the story, to tell what happened to you, so
that this crowd in this hall even those who are listening to the radios should salute you. They should
thank you for your contribution. Your sons did not die in vain. Their death caused us to get the freedom
that we have today. We heard all your requests, we are going to follow and investigate all that we can.
Thank you. Is there any reason for that?

WITNESS: Reverend, I did have a written statement. It was with the late Reverend Majodina, but now
after he died it was discovered that my file has been lost and it was just the only one that was lost. But I
thought I am coming to the Commission because the statement that I wrote there is still in my head.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

WITNESS IS EXCUSED



 

 

 

[Information lost due to recording]

WITNESS - Mrs IVY GCINA

Rev B FINCA: Please tell us who you are.

WITNESS: I am Williashe's daughter. I am married to Ndlovu Gcina. I have five children, four
daughters and one son.

Rev B FINCA: What are your sons doing for a living if they are still alive?

WITNESS: One was still alive, is the eldest. I lost three of my sons through the oppression.

Rev B FINCA: Were they soldiers or did they die just like any child died in the struggle?

WITNESS: They were soldiers of the country.

Rev B FINCA: Were they APLA soldiers or did they belong to Umkhonto we Sizwe?

WITNESS: They belonged to Umkhonto we Sizwe.

Rev B FINCA: Could you please tell us about your contribution into the struggle and tell us how your
human rights were violated? Something that will put you into the statistics of those whose have human
rights have been violated?

WITNESS: Firstly, I would like to thank the Commission. We could not do this before. I am now
thankful very much to the Commission for its existence. Because we are the people who were affected
very much by the oppression and we were called to come to the Commission to name the people who
said we must come in front of the Commission... Whoever said the names must not be named, I want to
tell that person that we are going to name these people because if we are not going to tell these people
the truth, then it means we will be lying.

Rev B FINCA: Please Mama, continue. Thank you.

WITNESS: One more, Reverend. When I am talking like this, I am talking like this I am trying to bring
forward the perpetrators. I want them to come forward to the Commission and those people who are still
with us in the township who were working together with the perpetrators, they are just like snakes
becuase they were biting the people in their heels, just like snakes. I am trying to tell you those people
are still there in the township. My story is very long but I am going to try and be brief. If I can just tell
you my story I can talk about it the whole month in this house, but I am going to be brief.

 



On 18 October 1977 I was fetched by the special branch from my work. They said they were going to
question me about my first born so I went to the New Brighton police station. That is where I met my
husband. I also met Mrs Joseph. Her son was also wanted by the police. When they asked about my son,
I said why did you not ask me about this at work. You took me there at 13h00 while I was still working.
You only brought me here to talk about Mkululi. We were locked up in a cell. On the 20th, it was on a
Thursday, then we were released. When I looked at my watch, it was 17h00.

 

 

When I got home, my 11 year old boy who is the fourth, I discovered that he has been assaulted. Their
father escaped them. He took them to their father in Khobonqaba. In 1978, on 8 May, it was on a
Monday, it was a very hot day. We had opened our doors and windows. I was just preparing to wash
myself, I was just preparing to change the linen of my bed when one of my neighbours arrived. She was
going to tell me about one of the deceased in our neighbourhood. Someone came to fetch her. When I
went into the bathroom, these other ones who are younger than the first boy, Mzwandile, Mzoxolo,
Makwezi, they were here at home. I said to Mzwandile, "There is something that has been poured into
this room. I can feel it in my eyes". He said "Yes, Mama, I can feel it too". I saw acid in my bed, in my
wardrobe and in my clothes. I know this acid because I could see it. I am use to it from the laboratory.

 

I cleaned up the room, I took all the linen out. I tried to clean it up properly. On that same day I heard
somebody shouting my name at the gate. I looked at them, one was tall and the other one was short. It
was only to recognise the tall one. Their hats were pulled down. It was on a Monday that day. On
Tuesday, I heard a knock on my window. "Samaro's mother, please appear". I said "Why should
appear on windows".

"Please peep through the window". I said "I am not going to do it. I do not do that at night. I would do
it during the day". They sounded furious. I went to the children's bedroom. I could see that there was a
car parked next to the fourth house. I could see who it was because the moon was bright. I asked who
he is. He said "I am Kholeka's brother". So when I saw him, I took a closer look at him, I could see that
it was him.

Mr N SANDI: Who is Kholeka's brother?

WITNESS: His name is Peps Foli. I do not know the other one, I only know Peps Foli. On Sunday I
went to church and then I came back again.

Mr N SANDI: Is Peps Foli your neighbour or is he a policeman?

WITNESS: No, he is not a policeman, he is just a neighbour. On Sunday he arrived so I asked, "Why
did you knock on my window at night?" He said, "No, I did not knock". I said, "I can recognise this
voice. This is the same voice that was knocking on my window". There was another person in the house
which I cannot remember. We went to a certain drum that was in the yard. He said, "Mama, Samaro's
mother, I love you". So I said, "What are you saying, you kid?" He mentioned somebody who was older



than me who was in love with. I said, "You go to this person you say you are in love with.

They must train you properly. If you want to commit adultery, I am not going to do that. Do not come
back here again. If you do that I am going to throw boiling water into your face. Now get out of my
house". So he left. Those were really bad times. I am not really going to get into details how terrible my
life was at that time but in 1984 the boere came back in my house again. When they came to me, Roelofs
was one of the security police. "What would you say if you could just die in here? How would Samaro
know about your death?" I said "No, Samaro will just tell you who told him about my death, but I will
be dead at that time and there will be nowhere else where I will be buried. I will be buried here in Port
Elizabeth". Then he said "You are going to die in here". I said "Thank you very much".

 

On 3 November 1984, we were petrol bombed. There was also teargas but very fortunately the fences
that were protecting us in our township were removed. Everything that was in the house was destroyed.
I also got burnt there because I was trying to put out the fire. Because I thought if this house is totally
destroyed, there will be nobody else to built it again. If I can just take of my clothes now and if you
could just see my right side as we speak and see what they did to me.

 

Niewoudt and Roelofs were close close friends. Comrades, I am trying to summarize this because my
history is very long.

 

In 1985, on 30 April, I was coming from work. It was around 17h00. I did not have a water tap next to
my house. It was quite far from where I lived. At that time my daughter was quite little girl. She was not
much old yet. She went to fetch water from this tap. I heard people screaming when I saw my daughter
was being stabbed by one of the AZAPO people. I took one of the knobkieries and I left, trying to protect
my daughter, but this man left. Around 19h00, four Xhosa students arrived. They said "Mama, we have
heard about your daughter. Do you think it is wise for your daughter to go alone to school. Do you
know this man who was an AZAPO member? He used to stay at Tonjeni, but I cannot remember his
name. But when I got out from detention I heard that he had already died. His surname was Masele.
These Xhosa students told me that there were five people who have been attacked. While we were still
talking about this Ngcobo Nguna opened my front door. He was followed by Fundile Mefongozi and
another one called Dololo who used to go to school at KwaZakhele High who I did not know at that
time.

 

This man said to me "Here is the leader of AZAPO, they must tell us what is going on", while they were
holding his neck. One of the little boys who had a stick, beat him up. He said "Please Ngcobo, leave him
alone". I said "What is going on here". Then he said "I was here for peace", even though he did not
even knock.

 



There was another Colt that was standing in front of the gate and when we were going out, there was
shots coming from this Colt. There was a bullet in they house that was gold and green. I fell on the right
side and the children fell on the left side. This man was hidden among the flowers. From that day of the
30th it became very very difficult.

 

Something amazing, there were four hippos full of white men that surrounded my house. I have a glass
door in my house. Now I am going to tell you about that last day which was really painful for me. My
glass door was shuttered into pieces. They opened my strong door which I really trusted that it was
really strong. One of my children tried to prevent this policemen from coming in but I just thought, no,
just let them in because they are overpowering us. These "boers" in the meantime were wearing green
tracksuits. White men's eyes and black men's eyes are very different especially if there is light.

These policemen were very furious. One of them just said, "Oh God". Then I thought yes, I have him
with one of the rocks. Other policemen arrived and they were so cruel, judging from the way they
insulted me. After that people like Matthew Goniwe died and we went to their funeral and we came back
Saturday evening.

 

On Thursday, 24 July 1985, we were arrested under the state of emergency, put in a large truck with
police. We were just thrown into this truck. Reverend Beke and Reverend Soka also came. Comrades
like Dongwe were in this truck and the truck was full. We sent to a police station. That is where we
found people like Simoli, Nocawe, Nondumo and others. We were only four females. We were made to
lean against the very cold wall until the morning. From there we were taken into Rooi Hel, but the men
were taken into St Albans. We were in cell number 13.

 

On 30 July I was fetched in the morning by a warder. He said "Please prepare quickly, you have
visitors, please be quick". I said "You will have to wait". So I went to wash myself in the bathroom
outside. I put my clothes. It was very early that time. When I got back I saw Macici whose surname is
Luthi.

He was with a little girl who was not even 20. He looked like a policeman, I do not even know. This
combi that we used to be fetched with from Sanlam, today this combi does not even have the chairs for
me to sit. Only then we were allowed to sit. We did not even have chairs to sit on in this combi. But I was
used to oppression, I did not care.

 

I just sat in that truck like I use to do in the police trucks. We went to Louis Le Grange. When we got
there we went to the seventh floor. We went to Coetzer's office which is on your right hand side when
you get out of the lift. When we got there, there were special branch police. They were standing in a
horseshoe shape. Kutse was also among them, who was the owner of the office. Van Wyk was also
there. I did not know the other "boers" names. There was this tall one who was also at special branch.



The way they were so desperate, it is unspeakable. I could see for myself now what was going on. They
said "Where is this man. Why are you so late today. He beat the women so well". Well, I waited just like
a sheep waiting to be slaughtered. Mr Ndiyana arrived who was working with Coetzee at the time.

 

When they came in the rest left. He said to me, "Mrs Mgcini, do you know that Mrs Mgcini was
working with my brother for so many years at Backshore. He took his pension and he went to the rural
areas. He now has cows and sheep". The white men came again. Again they formed that horseshoe line.
They said to me "Mrs Mgcini, do you know that we know everything about you? Do you know that you
usually go to Lesotho? Do you know that we know that the MK usually comes here coming to you. You
usually help out kids to go to exile". I said to them "You have so much information, thank you very
much. How many people have you arrested? Just like a person who has kept some of the people in the
cadres, I am not going to answer you now. I will talk to you in the courts". He beat me up. He slapped
my face with the hard part of the hand. Unfortunately I grabbed him. When I did that, he beat me on
the back of my head and then I fell. I got up quickly though. I looked at Ndiyana. Ndiyana assaulted me
until my eye was so swollen, it was covered up by swollen flesh. I could feel there was something that
was something that was swelling. I could feel that there was something coming down, down my throat
from my palate. One of these brown "boers", he said to me "Oh no, she is a very hard person".

 

I am not usually a hard person. I do not usually cry. I tried to cry but I could not. He left and he came
back with something to beat me up. They take your clothes off there. There is not much luck there. They
take your clothes off and they beat you up. He beat me so much until the sun set. My whole body was
full of bruises. I was dark with bruises, blue with bruises all over. We went up the passage, we were
taken into another place now. There was something beautiful over there. It was shining.

 

One of these little boere, he was just a little dirty man. He was short and he had a shape like this. He
came back and he said "Oh no, this thing does not really work". They insulting this thing that does not
work. Then I was taken again to another office which belong to Mr Coetzee. When we got there, Mr van
Wyk said we will see. He opened his briefcase and he took out two cans and then they said "Let us pour
her with this. She has to say something, she has to tell the truth". On the left hand side, you see that it is
written male here, female there. They opened teargas on my face. I suffocated, I could not breathe. They
were also suffocating, but they had covered themselves with wet towels. After opening this teargas they
tried to close the door, but I fought.

I tried to open this door. I got out. I could feel I was already dizzy and I could feel I was about to vomit.
Fortunately while I was still standing there, somebody appeared. It was a black person appearing. I
could only see with my right eye because my left eye was now already swollen. This person said "Mr
Coetzer, what are you doing?" He was wearing a three piece suit. Then Coetzer said "Can you feel this
upstairs?" and then this black man said "Yes, we can". Then he said "No, let us not pour this teargas
anymore because they can feel it upstairs". Then he said "What do you think you are doing by doing
this?" He looked at me for a long time. That was the time I could now feel and get the time to cough.
When I started to cough, I coughed blood. The way they were so dirty, I knew that they were going to



tell me to wipe out this blood. So I thought let me not cough this blood out. I decided to swallow the
blood. Then I was taken back to Coetzee's office. We left this person still standing here. He was
watching me. One of these boere who was beating me with something that I could not even identify. It
was very hard. I tried to feel this thing. It was so hard it could not even bend. That boer really assaulted
me. He was banging my head against the wall but I told me myself I am not going to faint, I am not
going to fall. I will not faint, come what will. One of the boere came, the towel was rolled around his
neck.

Then he said "Let us just let her go. This is not the last day. Today is very late. We will come back
again". He said "We must get permission from Mr Coetzer".

 

The reason why I am here now in front of this Commission, I wanted to tell this. Mr Coetzee said to me
"Look here Mrs Gcina, you are going to follow your brother". I said "Who is my brother?" He said
"You are going to follow Hashe". I said "Am I going to die like him?" They said "Yes". So I said
"Where is Hashe?" Then he said "He is in exile". So I said "So he told you that he was going to
exile?" So he said "If you do not shut up, I am going to make you shut up". So then I kept quiet. So I
asked for Macici to come and fetch me. So he came to fetch me. Macici now started in their offices.
When we got into this office, Faku who now died, one of the people who was killed in Motherwill by the
"boers" was there standing in this office. Faku said to me "Sies, you rubbish, you have a nerve to come
in this office. Get out of this office you rubbish". I looked at him. I am sure that Macici whose surname
was Luti did not do what he was supposed to do in that office. He just jumped for me and said "Mrs
Gcina, let us go". I could not even walk properly but I tried. So we went to Rooi Hel. It was already now
very late at night.

I met one of the warders. He said to me, "What happened to you?" I said "It is the special branch.
Tomorrow I want a doctor". When I got into the cell these kids were so surprised when they saw me. I
was smelling teargas, even when I was trying to breathe, I was breathing teargas. The air that was
coming out of me was teargas. I could feel something rough inside my mouth. When I started to feel it,
when I started to find out what it was, I found out it was a tooth. I do not know how I lost my tooth. I
was given tablets but I could not sleep until it was in the morning. In the morning I went to a lady
doctor who was very shocked when she saw me, she even cried. I could only see her with one of my eyes.
I did not want any White person to touch me because I would think that she or he is one of the Security
Branch. She said to me "I am a doctor, my name is Wendy Orr". So I said "No, that is fine then". Then
she examined me, she wrote a prescription for me and then I got some medicine. Again I went to a
single cell. It was number 3. I am sure the width of that cell is smaller than the table that I am sitting in
front of. There was a pail which had a lid in the corner which was used as a toilet. There was a crochet
net and one smelly blanket in the cell. There is another smelly blanket that you were supposed to sleep
with. I got into this cell and I slept. I could not move, I could not say anything, I did not have a voice.

The same night I saw a light at night and my cell was opened. I did not see who was opening my cell. I
did not look at the person. He said to me "Ivy, it is me. I am Sergeant Krause. I have fetched your
medicine". What happened, he said to me, "Nobody fetched my medicines according to the doctor." He
went to a certain pharmacist who is the one who helped me with the medicine. He was with Fourie. She
was Mrs Krauze. She rubbed me, she made me take my medicine. I told her that I could not even hold
anything but I can try. I told her I was going to try by all means. She said "It is fine, do not worry



yourself. I will help you". So she made me take the medicine and then she massaged me. Then after that
I could at least try and sleep. The following morning I said to Captain Nel who was the Head of the
prison at that time, I said to him I want a lawyer. He said "Why do you want a lawyer". I said "Can you
not see me? Can you not look at me?" At that time I had pimples all over my face. If I could feel my
face, I could feel my face was swollen. He asked what happened and I said it was the security police. I
stayed there taking the medicines of Wendy Orr. I said to Croutz at that day, "I do not want any other
medicines. Please read these medicines because I cannot see". He said "Ivy, I am going to lock up this
medicines.

 

I am the only one who will be giving you these medicines." Fortunately it was during the day when all
this happened. So he did that. I stayed there with such pain and on 7 August I was fetched by Ndiyana. I
was in this private car which had smooth seats. When I got into the seventh floor I saw with one eye
which was working at that time, a girl crying. When I took a closer look I could see that it was
Nontembiso. The way I saw it, it looked as if she was being held by a pliers.

Mr N SANDI: Who is this Nontembiso?

WITNESS: I cannot remember her surname. She used to stay next to us. She is in my branch. I know
her, but we were not in the same cell and we were not together in Lesotho. I was quite shocked when I
saw her. Then Coetzer said to me "Mrs Gcina, what happened?", but I was so worried to show my
emotions to Kutse. So I said "No, I have been beaten up. This is why I am ill". Then I said "but you
have already arrested me?" Then he said "But I thought you were bad, but now you are not so bad? But
this policeman said you were so terribly injured but you not so injured. No, not that bad." He said "Mrs
Gcina, let us work together here". I said to him, "If a person becomes a policeman, what standard must
he pass because I am not educated". He said, "No, you are not going for a policeman, you are just
going to work with us so that when your children come, we want you to tell us".

I said, "What!" Imagine, getting pregnant and giving birth to that child and when that child comes to
South Africa I must tell you that?" I said, "Are you mentally okay?" He said, "Yes, I am. There are
many women who are working with us." I said, "You stay with them. I am not working with you". I
said, "Do you know how difficult it is to organise people? You bleed a person for a whole week and then
after that I cannot betray my people. I prefer to die, I will not betray anyone". Then he said, "Take
her". So they took me and I went to Rooi Hel.

 

In short, Honourable Commission, on 11 November they came to fetch me, they said "Mrs Gcina,
things are very bad out there. We are going to release you but when you are released you must go and
talk to people because people are made to drink oil out there and eat fish. You must go and tell the
people there is one person who is making people drink oil and eat fish". I said "No, let me stay here
because I did not ask anybody before I came here to tell somebody to make anyone eat anything. So
when I get out of here I am not going to tell anyone to stop doing anything. If I have to do that then I
am not leaving this prison. But on the 11th they came to fetch me to take me home.

 



 

Honourable Commission, I will try now to be very brief. In 1986, I am not going to talk about all the
things that happened there. Everybody knows that we were arrested, but there is just one thing that I
want to talk about. On 18 September 1987 because we were so fed up with seeing stywe pap that was
rotten with worms in it. At that time we were at Rooi Hel, not at prison. We embarked on a hunger
strike. We were not that many at that time. Some were already been deported, some had been released.
In this cell it was myself, Kholeka Nkwinti, Buyiswa Fazi, Ntsiki Viti and Mr Gobi from Beaufort West.
Mrs Gobi was taken from us. We thought she was released but she was taken to Bethelsdorp police
station. There was a certain doctor in here. I think his surname was Bekker. He was an old man. He
was very short and he used to wear a hat. He said to me "Ivy, please sign these papers". I did not want
to sign these papers because if you sign a certain paper then it means that you are admitted to
something. So I ask what I am admitting to. I asked "Are we the ones who are going to die or you? Are
you a Special Branch or are you a doctor? If you are a Special Branch, please leave this cell, this is our
cell, leave". So then he left.

 

 

 

Then on 10 November a sister arrived in the cell. She took us into a hospital in the prison. Our urine
samples were taken and we were also weighed and then we were sent back to the cells again. At 16h00
when they were locking up the cells, a White warder young woman, the other one was Botha, they came
in. The one was oldish and the other one was young. They took us into the changing rooms. Before I
left my cell I asked who is asking for us. She said, "You are being called by Sergeant Schwedelem". I
said, "Kholeka, let us go". When we got into this changing room which was adjoint to their office,
Sergeant Green who was a Coloured lady, came out with something to take our fingerprints. I said to
Kholeka, "Kholeka, do not do this fingerprinting". They started with Kholeka. They said "Kholeka,
come". Kholeka went. I said "Kholeka, where are you going?" They said she was going to be
fingerprinted. I said "What is going on?" They said they are taking us to Uitenhage. They asked "Did
the Sister not tell you?" I said "No, we were not told anything by the Sister". She went to Schwedelem,
so she reported that "Ivy said she does not want to take any fingerprints". So I was called. So she said to
me, "You are supposed to go to a hospital. That is what the doctor said". I said, "You tell that doctor..."
This person used Afrikaans, so I also used Afrikaans. I said "We are not going to that hospital".
[Microphone switched off during translation]

(?): I am not your person."

[Confusion as Afrikaans translator speaks over interpreter]

WITNESS: I said "I am not well yet".

(?): I am not you, I am your Sergeant and not your person.

WITNESS: I said, "I am not well yet." Then he said, "You must say you to me, I am Sergeant".



Mr N SANDI: I am sorry, could you please now try and summarize?

WITNESS: Yes, I am trying to summarize. Leach said to me "Ivy, did the Sister not tell you?" I said
"No". Then the Sister arrived. She said "As I have told you that you are here..." While she was still
talking to me, two policemen arrived in the ladies changing rooms. One was wearing a uniform which
had no name. This other one said to me "Come". We were led by the Sister and the second one was
further left and I was the third one. We were escorted by the police on our right hand side. We were
walking down the passage. When you go to our cells, you turn left. So Schwedelem quickly went to the
drill gate. In Rooi Hel ladies usually stays upstairs. So he is the one who pointed, saying we must not go
to the cell. Kholeka said she wanted to go and change. We were wearing nightdresses and tracksuits
etcetera. One of the policemen who had a gun said "You are not going anywhere".

 

When I was trying to turn left to go into the cell, I could feel that I was going to go to him straight. How
I was going to go past him I did not know, but I told myself I am going anyway. Even in Court I would
not even be able to tell how I passed him but I did anyway. I could hear that there were running
footsteps. Kholeka, who was Mrs Nkwinti, ran past me. I could feel that there were footsteps running
behind me. When I turned, I could see it was one of those policemen who did not name. He assaulted
me and I fought back. Papers were flying all over. How I survived there is because I fought back. I
wanted a pair of scissors because I wanted to cut my nails. That pair of scissors is the same scissors that
I scratched his face with. This other said "No, leave her alone. Just leave her". So I went back to the
cell. Mr Fazina was shouting. She was asking what is being done to us. So I said they must give us a
bottle because we wanted to buy things like beetroot. We burnt these bottles on the floor so that whoever
who tries to come to us must get injured. So we went to Willis who said to us "Ivy, I am here to...

[Information lost due to changing or cassettes]

WITNESS: ..since the 18th, we were called into a meeting. The person who was in charge of this prison
who was Sergeant Nel and Muller. Muller was the Head. They were not in during this whole week.

We did not see them. We could only see other seniors of their prison. They said to us, "We are preparing
food, you are going to eat". One of them said... These people now are men, they had re epaulettes." One
of them was Brown. I cannot remember the other one who seemed to be the senior to Brown. He asked,
"Who was the one who was fighting?" They said "It is her". I said "Yes, it is me". I could feel that
there was somebody being dragged. They said they wanted to kill me and I said to this man if they want
to they could just do so. They said to this man we are going now to eat. They are busy preparing for
food. We ate and after that I went to the Human Rights. I wanted to see two of my kids. They gave me
tickets to go to Lusaka. From there I went to Dar-es-Salaam. That is where I saw my children, the
youngest one and the eldest. When I got there my first one Kululi hugged me and said "Oh mother, I
thought you had died already and in the news line we heard that you had fled from Uitenhage hospital.
So I thought then they have killed her because my mother will never run away". So I said to him "Yes,
it was true. They were trying to kill us but I did not die". I am just trying to tell you how the South
African Prisons were treating people under de Klerk and P W Botha. You were not safe if you were in
jail. You were not even safe in your own home. Thank you, Commission.

APPLAUSE



NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Mrs Gcina. Can you please keep quiet? Let us still be calm because there
are still two more witnesses to come. Ms Y SOOKA: Mrs Gcina, your story is a very moving one and the
Commission is particularly concerned about the way women were treated in prison. We have heard
testimony from other hearings about the way women were treated particularly in the way that they did
not get privacy, they did not get proper toiletries when they were menstruating and that there were
special forms of torture inflicted upon them.

 

I would be interested to hear from you about your perspective on the way women particularly were
treated in this particular area.

WITNESS: Thank you, Honourable Commissioner. Women were the worst ill treated prisoners. If the
Honourable Commissioner can allow me, I can do this again, because now I have only been focusing
on me. I did not talk about other people in prison. They were treated very bad. I was not the only one. I
thought it was just me but in 1986 there were lots of women in Port Elizabeth. There was no medicine at
all for them. Sheila Lizani, she is going to be here.

 

So Elda Barney, she is here already, she is going to testify to the Commission about Elda Barney who
died in northern prison. They were cruel people, I mean, we had the very old women, Ouma Mugomi,
Dora Muzi, people who could not even walk, kept in a cell, one mat, "vrot", forgetting more blankets for
those people. Tired, you know, how could they cook for people carrots that were not even washed. You
could see roots, you could see leaves when you are eating your green beans and you would even think
that it is something tasty, but it was terrible. Your coffee would have something like milk, which was not
milk. They would only put in one teaspoon of milk in a mug of coffee.

 

You would think that what has been put in was just half a teaspoon of sugar. Saturdays were worse.
[Information lost due to recording] ... of which is not even the mielie meal actually. As a person who is
used to making stamped mielies, what we were given was just "kaf", not the real thing.

Rev B FINCA: Can you please be calm?

WITNESS: But we knew what we were fighting for. But now today, those who does not know why we
were in Parliament, it is because of our blood.

APPLAUSE

Ms Y SOOKA: Thank you, Mama. We salute the courage of women like you who have made it possible
for us to have the government that we do have and we want to talk more to you at some stage about the
special form of treatment that we used.



Rev B FINCA: In short, Chairperson, please. Mrs Gcina, what is your request now to the Commission,
so that things like these cannot happen again? What can the Commission do? What is your wish?
Please say it in a summary form, Ivy.

WITNESS: Reverend, even today I cannot sleep with my left side. One of my nerves was damaged. Even
last week on Saturday, my left side was swollen. It was so painful but I tried to endure. I went to the
doctor, Mr Ngxoweni. She inspected me and then she found that there is whole in my ear. I still have
this shock pain that goes through here to there on my left side. I cannot even sleep on my left side. I
have to sleep on my right side. I do not really care for much. All I want is for these people to come
forward and ask for forgiveness and they ask those people who they were working with in the townships,
those people must come forward. Coetzer himself must come forward as well. Thank you.

APPLAUSE

Rev B FINCA: Thank you, Mrs Gcina. We thank you very much for your testimony.

I am also quite grateful for the fact that you mentioned warder Krauze. [Information lost due to
recording] ... the truth about the cruelty of people but the Truth Commission is also there to hear the
truth about those who showed kindness. Even at that time, in that system corrupt as it was, there were
people who rose above that corruption and became human beings. So as we salute you for your
testimony as a Commission let us also salute Mrs Krauze that in that system she was able to show
kindness. Thank you.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WITNESS - Mr DONALD MILES

Ms Y SOOKA: We now call Mr Donald Miles to take the witness stand.

Rev B FINCA: He is the second last. We are not going to be long. This will be over soon.

Ms Y SOOKA: Mr Miles, can you stand please? We welcome you for coming to the Commission to give
your evidence before us however we would like you to take the oath.

Mr DONALD WALTER MILES D.S.S.

(?): We have allocated a Commissioner to assist you with the leading of your evidence. I believe it is Mrs
Tiny Maya on my right hand side. She will assist you. I hand over to Tiny.

Ms T MAYA: Good afternoon, Mr Miles. Mr Miles, can you hear me?

WITNESS: Not very clearly.

Rev B FINCA: Please people, keep calm. Mr Miles is not able to hear the questions.

WITNESS: Can you repeat the question, please?

Ms T MAYA: Mr Miles, good afternoon, can you hear me now?

WITNESS: Yes, thank you.

 

Ms T MAYA: I would like to confirm that you are Mr Donald Walter Miles and that you reside at
number 49 Juter Road here in Port Elizabeth. Is that correct?

WITNESS: That is correct.

Ms T MAYA: And that you are currently employed at Auto Shell Service Station at number 128
Commercial Road, Sidwell, Port Elizabeth.

WITNESS: That is correct.

Ms T MAYA: Mr Miles, we believe that you are not here to give testimony about yourself and that you
are here in a representative capacity. Would you like to tell us what you are here to testify about?

WITNESS: Yes. This matter which I wish to raise with this Committee may seem insignificant in
comparison with the testimonies that I have heard this morning. It concerns the withholding or the
deliberate delay of emergency service to the people in the black areas by the Port Elizabeth Ibhayi
Services.

Rev B FINCA: Mr Miles, I would request you to talk straight to the microphone. There are a number of



people in this hall wanting to hear you.

WITNESS: Whether this occurs at the highest or the lowest level of government is immaterial because it
is a basic violation of human rights. What occurred was that from time to time there would be unrest in
the black areas and this would be used as an excuse to delay the response of fire units to the black
areas. The people who were allowed to burn in their shacks while our fire services stood by, there are
many, many cases.

I can recall that a fire service took 40 minutes to an hour to respond to a place that is normally four
minutes away, which resulted in the deaths of people, it resulted in the burning down of their houses.
These matters were brought to the authorities attention, the people in charge of the fire services. The
only way that this could be done, without personally pointing a finger at yourself, was to do this through
the media, through secret phone calls to the media and let the media expose what was happening.

 

The response and answer of the authorities was an excuse and not a reason for this. The survivors of
these families of these innocent victims who were allowed to burn to death and their houses to burn
down must know and recognise that we know of their sorrow and grief. That there loss of their loved
ones will not become a forgettable headstone in a some cemetery, that there are people who care and
that there are people who will see that this is rectified.

 

The persons who were entrusted with the protection of our lives and properties of the people, have
abused that trust. They must be exposed and held accountable for their actions. Not to me, not to this
Committee, but to the community they served, or pretended to serve. The community is entitled to know
what has happened to them and how deep this has gone. From the top levels of government, to
provincial government, right down to the level of local government.

 

It is no use cutting the grass because it will grow again. If you want to eradicate it, you must pull out the
roots. The roots of the matter must be exposed and the people must be held accountable of the treatment
that they have given these people in these communities. We cannot bring back the dead or change the
deeds of the past but we can compensate the living and give them insurance that no matter what
happens, no matter what government we have, this will never be allowed to occur again.

 

The families who have lost their homes should be compensated. The authorities who allowed the abuse
of serious services of the services to occur, the people in charge must have known what is happening. I
was at the semi level of management and I knew what was happening. The men on the floor knew what
was happening, but were helpless.

The senior personnel must have known what happened because they were questioned in a media about
this. If they knew what was happening and they did not encourage it, then they condoned it. They
allowed it to happen. They stood by and watched while people's houses burnt down, while people died in



fires. Where a 150 people became homeless overnight, simply because they did not want to respond and
help the people.

 

I ask this Commission to please investigate. There are numerous instances which occurred from 1987 to
1991. In one year alone when I was doing to statistics, 44 people died due to the fires. Of these, I know
of approximately half that number that was due to the fire services delaying or not responding to calls
for help.

I ask this Commission to search the records of these years and to pin point exactly who was prejudiced
and who lost their lives and who lost their houses because of these things. I ask an investigation to be
taken place. Not by the municipality, because there is no purpose of an official investigating himself. I
ask for an outside body to investigate the matter. Just as an accusor being the judge, would never find
the prisoner innocent.

If we ask these people to investigate themselves, they would be innocent. An outside body must be done
to this. Since it has to appeared in the papers that I have to appear before this Commission, I found that
I am subject to harassment by municipal officials. The only thing that I ask for myself is that this
Committee sees that that does stop. Thank you very much.

Ms T MAYA: Mr Miles, during the period that you have mentioned here, is it correct that you were also
an officer in the Fire Rescue Services of Port Elizabeth?

WITNESS: That is the correct. I was a fire officer for a period of 25 years.

Ms T MAYA: And you were concerned by the lack of concern on the part of the police and the top
official of your services. Is that correct?

WITNESS: I was very concerned as to the turn of events and the discrimination as to who would get the
services. The services were supplied by the Port Elizabeth Fire Department, who was under contract to
the municipality. They were paid to render these services by public funds and yet they refused to do so.

Ms T MAYA: Can you tell us in detail of whatever you knew about the policy of cooperation between
the South African police and the Fire Rescue Services? What was the policy about? What did it entail?

What caused the fire people not to go to the rescue of the people of the townships?

WITNESS: Yes, in approximately 1987, and the Committee must please excuse me if I do not get my
dates in correction, we are talking about an incident that occurred 10 years ago and I do not have
access to the documentation. In approximately 1987 there was quite a bit of unrest in the Black areas
and it was not a safe place to proceed to. However this abated in about 1987 and in early 1988. Then
this situation returned to comparative normality. So much so that the Ambulance Service, who also
renders a humanitarian service, would proceed into the Black areas with White women as drivers with
no fear and go and assist the people with medical services and ambulance services. However the fire
department, said that due to the unrest they would refuse to respond unless they had a police escort.

Ms T MAYA: From the statement that you have given to the Commission, we notice that you made some



attempts to reveal these atrocities caused by the fire department. To what extent did you go, what exactly
did you do?

WITNESS: Yes, as a officer in the fire department, I felt it was my duty to try to change the system from
within. To try to influence the powers that be that this is not the right thing.

The fire department must first save lives, save property and put out fires. They were allowing people to
die. I attempted to persuade people within the system that this is wrong at high level meetings. I was
totally ignored. I then leaked information out to the press and a lot of suspicion fell on me. Eventually
they were convinced by the process of elimination that it could only be one person in the department
who was doing this because of my abuse as towards, and my protests. Subsequently I found myself
facing about 15 departmental charges because anything from using a paintbrush illegally as to a
abandoning my post, because I went into the black areas to help people, the upshot was that I was told I
better resign or I would be dismissed.

Ms T MAYA: Does this mean you lost your job because of that?

WITNESS: Yes, it is as a direct result of that that I lost my job. However this Committee must
understand, I am not here because I lost my job. I am not here because I want something for myself.
The only reason I am here is that the community must know that when they pay for services through a
local authority, whether it be fire services, ambulance service or removal of dustbins or sewerage, any
services, they are entitled to the full benefit of their service irrespective of the colour of the skin, the
area they stay in, their religion or their creed.

 

Any municipal official who discriminates against people on that basis and that basis alone and
withholds an emergency service where lives are in danger, that person, I cannot say what that person is.

Ms T MAYA: You have already stated what your expectations are from the Truth Commission, would
you like to add something more to your testimony?

WITNESS: No, I trust that the Commission will take the matter up. As I stated previously, this matter in
comparison with murder and torture, is not a very serious matter. However where a person conspires by
convert actions to allow people to die, I consider that as a serious matter. Thank you.

Ms T MAYA: Thank you very much, Mr Miles.

Rev M XUNDU: Mr Miles, I just want to know if you have received any abusive telephone calls since it
was made public that you have decided to come and testify.

WITNESS: Yes, I have been harassed at my home. I have been threatened by municipal officials. My
lights and water accounts was for instance R73,00 in advance and they sent me an account for over
R200,00 they will cut my lights and water off irrespective of the fact I was in advance.

 

I have been grabbed by municipal officials in areas where I go shopping, in Pick & Pay shopping



centres and pushed up against counters. I have been threatened and I have received mysterious phone
calls. So there has been some intimidation or attempts to intimidate me however [Inaudible...] a long
time ago. Even if you stand alone you must open your mouth and tell the truth.

Rev M XUNDU: Do you know the persons who actually harassed you in terms of meeting them in
counters etcetera?

WITNESS: I cannot say for certain whether it is because I have agreed to appear before the Committee
or whether people feel threatened by me. I cannot say for certain what is the reason but all I ask this
Committee is to see that the harassment please stops. Like everybody else in South Africa, I live in a new
country and I will live in peace.

Rev M XUNDU: You would like the Commission to take this up with the municipality about the fact
that you have been harassed with the Mayor and the Town Clerk?

WITNESS: Reverend, if it is necessary, yes.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Miles, are there any people who were in the same department as you who has
personal knowledge of what you have said this afternoon and who wants to come forward and perhaps
are scared to do so that you know of?

WITNESS: Yes, I am quite sure there are a number of people that did not agree with this policy.
However the rules, the regulations, the standing orders strictly forbid any member of the department to
openly discuss anything with the media or anybody else. These people's livelihood would depend on
their jobs. They cannot put their jobs at risk and their livelihood at risk without the removal of a gag
order which is binding a lot of them not to say anything. Their promotions depend on it, their career
depends on it. A fire fighter is a strange person because once trained in this direction, you have no other
recourse to an income. You are not trained for anything else. You are committed to a humanitarian
service and if this is threatened, there is very little recourse to an alternative employment. So yes, there
are people who would wish to talk however the fear of dismissal and retaliation is there.

Mr N SANDI: I suppose you were here this morning when Major General Holomisa gave his merited
testimony. Would you say there is a connection between what he was telling us and what you are telling
us this afternoon.

WITNESS: There is a similarity of a under current forces at work. I would say in this particular case
that I am discussing, the under current is more covert and of a personal nature than as a general policy
because not all people in the fire department will agree to this policy and would go along with the
policy. With the forces which General Holomisa was talking about, there was a concerted group effort
as oppose to an individual group effort.

Rev B FINCA: Mr Miles, thank you very much. I think we need not one mile, but many "Miles". Many
of the people who come before this Committee to give their testimonies usually testifies about what has
happened to them. You are here to testify about what happened to other people. You happen to come
from a privileged group in this country. The things that you are testifying about have not really affected
you and your family and your kind directly.



WITNESS: That is correct.

Rev B FINCA: And because they were happening to other people and you have respect for other people,
you are here to bring this testimony to us. That is why I think we need more "Miles" than just one
"Mile". If this country can get more "Miles", perhaps this country can become a beautiful country.
Thank you very much.

WITNESS: Thank you very much.

APPLAUSE

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 

 

 

Ms Y SOOKA: Can I call Nohle Anna Nika-Jonas to take the witness stand please. Could we have
silence please? Hallo Mama, we would like to welcome you. You are our last witness for the day.

WITNESS: Yes, I can hear.

Ms Y SOOKA: If you could just stand so that you can take the oath please.

Ms NOHLE ANNE NIKA-JONAS D.S.S.

Ms Y SOOKA: Mama, you have brought someone with you. Could you tell us who it is so that we may
welcome him?

WITNESS: He is my husband. His name is Freddy Jonas.

Ms Y SOOKA: We welcome you and thank you for coming with your wife to the Commission. We have
assigned a Commissioner to help you lead your evidence. The Commissioner who will do that is Dr
Ramashala who is on my left hand side. I now hand over to Dr Ramashala.

Dr RAMASHALA: Our greetings to you Mama Nohle. I will try and speak Xhosa with you.
[Information lost due to recording] ... is about the disappearance of Mrs Jones three sons. Thembinkosi,
Vusumzi and Sabelo. The last time she saw her children was in 1976, July 1. Mama, could you please
take us back.

Please tell us what happened to your three children. Tell us about the particular day when the police
arrived at your home.

WITNESS: The policemen arrived at my house at 17 Kwalanga. I said to Thembinkosi he must come
and sleep with me in the big house. I was very scared to sleep alone. I said no, he must not go and sleep



in the back shacks, he must come and sleep with me in the same house. I do not want to sleep in the
house alone. On the Thursday, at night, the police arrived in hippos. These policemen had a list of
people. They said Sabelo Nika, Thembinkosi Nika, Simkulu Nika. They kicked my doors. They stood at
the back, some were standing in front of my house. They took the youngest out, they were kicking him.
The policemen at the back were also taking my sons out. They threw them into the hippos. I could not
sleep that night. Thembinkosi's cries were still in my head. Thembinkosi's cries are still haunting me
even today. I cannot even sleep in that house. I still have visions of my sons. Sabelo was finishing his
Std 10, Vusumzi was doing Std 8 and the small one was doing Std 6. Oh, my Lord, even now I would be
just like other women who had children who will finish their education. If those policemen can come to
me and say, "Mama, we have killed you children," I can simply forgive them.

 

Now Mambele came to me and said "Come see what is going on out there". I could see Thembinkosi's
cap which had blood on and Vusumzi's jacket, it also had blood. I nearly had a heart attack. I saw all
this on a Friday when this happened on Thursday night. Then I came back to the hospital on Saturday,
while I was still in the cemetery, policemen from the hippos said "Thembinkosi's mother come". We
saw a policeman holding coffins. The policemen were digging holes. They were digging the graves. One
of the Comrades said "No, Sabelo's mother, this is not Sabelo. I know your children. He is not one of
them". So I went home. I took some of their clothes and I burnt them and I took the spade and I tried to
cover their blood on the ground.

 

On the second week, one of the women came to and she said "I heard by one of my daughters that the
policemen at St Albans who were burying people in black plastic refuse bags... I do not want to talk too
much because it looks like my heart is going to stop right here.

Dr RAMASHALA: Please Mama, take your time. Mama, we understand that it is very difficult to talk,
but can we please now try because we want all the details about your children. How old were they. How
old was Thembinkosi? Can you still remember?

 

WITNESS: No, I cannot remember. Even their certificates got burnt when the shack that was next to
me got burnt. All their certificates, their birth certificates, everything got burnt in there. Sabelo, it has
been a year since he has been circumcised. Thembinkosi was still a boy, he was not a man yet.

Dr RAMASHALA: At the time when these children were fetched by the police, what was going on in
Uitenhage?

WITNESS: That was during the unrest in Uitenhage.

Dr RAMASHALA: Were these boys members of police organisations?

WITNESS: Yes, they were members of the police organisations.

Dr RAMASHALA: Which party, Mama?



WITNESS: They were members of the ANC.

Dr RAMASHALA: When these police came to fetch these children, were there any eye witnesses?

WITNESS: Yes, one of the witnesses was Mambele, but he has now passed on. She used to stay at Kwa-
Nobuhle.

Dr RAMASHALA: Was it only Mambele?

WITNESS: Most of my neighbours were Coloureds. All those, becuase of the unrest, left. Mambele died
in 1994.

 

 

Dr RAMASHALA: You said one of the T-shirts were found with blood. Where was this blood from? We
would like to know. We just want to know if your children were stabbed or shot or whatever. Please tell
us that.

WITNESS: It was the policemen and the soldiers who killed my children.

Dr RAMASHALA: Mama, we are trying to get the information as to where exactly did they die.

WITNESS: They found the T-shirt just across the furrow where we usually throw our dirty water. Now
the policemen had taken my children the previous day which was on a Thursday. Now today it was on a
Friday when I found the T-shirt.

Dr RAMASHALA: Mama, I know that and it is very difficult for you. This is even very touchy for you to
talk about things like these. But we have to ask you so that we can understand how this happened. So
Mama, you said you went to the Provincial Hospital?

WITNESS: Yes, I did.

Dr RAMASHALA: Did you get any subscriptions?

WITNESS: Yes.

Dr RAMASHALA: Are there any documents that we can get from the doctors?

WITNESS: No, but I cannot go to the hospital because they would ask money from me and I do not
have any money and one of my legs is very painful.

Dr RAMASHALA: Can you still remember the names of the doctors who helped you? Mama, is there
anything that you think I have forgotten to ask that you feel we should know about your children since
you have not even found them until today?

WITNESS: I do not understand. I want to know about my children. I want to know from the police



where did they take my children. Where did they take Sabelo, Vusumzi and Thembinkosi. Where did the
police kill my children.

Dr RAMASHALA: Mama, did you report about the disappearance of your children?

WITNESS: No, but at that time you could not report anything to the police. If you do, you would be
burnt.

Dr RAMASHALA: Mama, seeing that now we have a new government, did you report the
disappearance of your children?

WITNESS: No, I did not.

Rev B FINCA: Thank you very much, Dr Ramashala. Are there any questions from other
Commissioners?

 

(?): Mama, we would like to ask, how would you like the Commission to help you? What can we do?

WITNESS: I would like the Commission to investigate for me, to investigate about the disappearance of
my children.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

Rev B FINCA: I just want to give a word of thanks to Mrs Nohle Nika-Jonas for giving us such a very
painful story. I am sure it is one of the very painful stories that we have heard hear in Port Elizabeth.
There is a request to please close the doors. Mama, some of these people have sacrificed their sons for
the struggle. We know that this is very painful for you and it is a burden on your shoulder. You have
sacrificed three sons. That means that your pain has been multiplied three times. We realize as the
Commission that you never had to bury your three sons. You do not even know where their bones are.

 

We thank you very much for sharing your story with us. I never even read this in the newspapers. We do
promise now from the Commission's side that as we are trying to investigate the disappearances of the
children. Advocate Dumisa Ntsebese has heard your story. I am sure this is one of the first cases that he
is going to take care of.

 

So if we can just get the bones so that you can have a proper burial of your children. Thank you very
much.

 

We will be reconvening tomorrow morning at 08h15. We are starting at 09h00. The first witness for
tomorrow is Mkhuseli Jack.



THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED UNTIL 23 MAY 1996 AT 09h00
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CHAIRPERSON: We will all stand to show respect to the witnesses as they come in. Could we all rise. I
wish to declare that the meeting of the Human Rights Violation Committee of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission is now in session. As it is normal I would ask us all to stand to honour those
who in the witnesses of today are going to mentioned who have either died or disappeared.

 

We remember Siphiwo Mtimkulu, Topsie Madaga, Sizwe Douglas Mazungula, Abraham Tamsanqa
Tyhulu, Glen and Allister Whitley, Mtutuzeli Michael Heshu, Thozama Fibi Mani, Lundi Bekwa,
Monwabisi Kwanda Mbeki. May they rest in peace.

SONG IS SUNG

 

PRAYER: God of our ancestors, we have come again today in this house because of Your will and
because of Your power. We thank you for Your greatness and the way You have kept us in a safe place.
We thank you, Lord, for giving us democracy in our country and the freedom that we have achieved. We
also thank you for the blood that was flowing at the time so that we can get this freedom. Here is a
Commission, a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, it is meeting here again this morning. Please,
Lord, have Your mercy on us. Have grace on us. Be at the tips of our tongues and the tips of the
witnesses tongues when they are about to expose a lot of events. Soothe the wounds, the wounds that
have been caused during this struggle. Make them heal, Lord, so that all those who have died may
please rest in peace under Your wing, Lord. [Information lost due to recording] ...the deliberations of
this Commission this morning particular the Chairperson of this session and those who assist him so
that justice can be done and the stories can be heard. Bless them as they deliberate. Give them wisdom,



Lord. Go before them so that whatever they are going to decide will not emanate from their own qualms
and wishes but from Yourself as the truth, the life and the way. So bless us. Give us time, for time is in
your hands. Lord, we are answerable to You for the way in which we use Your time. So be present,
protect us from the evil one.

May Your Holy Angels be with us now. We ask all that in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, God,
three bodies in one, forever, amen.

CHAIRPERSON: Ladies and gentlemen, we warmly welcome you to this sad and last session of our
hearings in Port Elizabeth. The last two days, Tuesday and Wednesday, have been moving days with a
lot of pain and also with a lot of... the joy of the possibility of healing. I think we cannot thank the
people of Port Elizabeth sufficiently for the wonderful support that the community of Port Elizabeth
have given to the TRC hearings. We have now had five hearings throughout the country. This is the
sixth one and nowhere, throughout South Africa, has the turn out been as wonderful as the turn out we
have had in Port Elizabeth. You have put to rest once and for all any thinking that the TRC does not
have the support of our communities. You have demonstrated very clearly that you stand behind this
process of reconciliation through the process of telling the truth. I also want to pay tribute to you, the
people of Port Elizabeth, for the manner in which you have conducted yourselves in our hearings with
dignity, order and respect for the proceedings of this Commission. I read in the newspaper, I think it
was yesterday, that they were estimating that we had, in this hall, close to 4 000 people, maybe a bit of
exaggeration, but the dignity that this audience have accorded our hearings has been outstanding.

It is not so easy to have so many people in one place and still feel that you are maintaining the spirit
which should be maintained in these hearings of dignity and respect. For that we thank you very much.

 

Today is going to be a difficult day. We are having more witnesses who are coming to the podium today
for this hearing and we are going to find it strenuous perhaps to try and control the time in time for this
hearing to be finished possibly by 17h00. We will again appeal for your co-operation, that you continue
to behave yourselves in the manner in which you have done in the past two days.

I wish to welcome, on behalf of this region, those who are visiting, Commissioners and Committee
members. Dr Mapule Ramashala who will be co-presiding with me today. She comes from Cape Town.
She is a Commissioner. She was here yesterday. She loves the Eastern Cape and we are delighted to
welcome her. It is this very beautiful lady next to me. On the extreme end of this table we have Mrs
Joyce Siroke who comes from Johannesburg. She is a Committee member of the Human Rights
Violations Committee. She has come this morning to attend our hearings. Joyce, we are most grateful
that you have taken the time to be with us. I will now hand over to Mapule to call on the first witness to
take the stand.

Dr M RAMASHALA: Chairperson, I invite Mr Mkhuseli Jack to the witness stand please.

Mr MKHUSELI JACK D.S.S.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Jack, you may be seated. We welcome you and we are indeed very delighted that
you have taken the time to come and testify before us. You are very well known to many people in this



hall. Your contribution is recognised, it is well documented and it is respected. We look forward to
hearing you as you testify about your torture and detention. You are aware, and I wish that all the other
witnesses who are coming after you may also take note of this, that we had a court order which was
issued yesterday. According to that court order we are required to put a question to each witness at the
beginning of the testimony. The question that we are required, according to that court order to put to
every witness, is to ask whether that witness intends to name Gideon Niewoudt as a perpetrator. If a
person says, "Yes, I intend to name Gideon Niewoudt as a perpetrator", we then have to warn that
according to that court order we are required to ask him/her that him/her does not name Gideon
Niewoudt.

 

 

 

We have decided, and we thank the witnesses for co-operating with us in this regard, to honour this
court order because we think it is in the interest of the work of the Commission not to defy it. So we will
ask you that question now, Mr Mkhuseli Jack. Do you intend to name Gideon Niewoudt as a perpetrator
in your testimony?

WITNESS: I think 70% of my testimony would have dwelled on the matters relating to the person you
have mentioned. However, in the interest of the country as a whole, particularly in the light of the
international interest, in our contact in our land, I will set an example personally of trying to show that
in South Africa we respect the courts of the land and I will try to do this under very difficult
circumstances because I believe it would have been very good for me to come and put this story across.
But in the interest of the justice system of our land which is the backbone by which the international
community looks upon us, it is important that I abide by this as a citizen of this land under the
Constitution that I fought so hard for. I will not mention him.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Mkuseli Jack. The record will show that Mr Mkuseli Jack
intended to name Gideon Niewoudt as a perpetrator and he has accordingly decided to abide by the
order of the court. Could you proceed, please? I will ask Ntsiki Sandi to lead the witness.

Mr N SANDI: Mr Jack, good morning. Are you going to testify in English or Xhosa?

WITNESS: I beg your pardon?

Mr N SANDI: Are you going to testify in Xhosa or English?

WITNESS: I will use both languages.

Mr N SANDI: I would prefer that if you decide to testify in Xhosa you do that consistently and if you
testify in English you do that consistently, but I understand that this morning when we had a
conversation you said you are going to testify in Xhosa.

WITNESS: Yes.



Mr N SANDI: Fine, thank you. As you have said, Mr Jack, that 70% of your statement you are not
going to touch it now, then it means that you are going to speak to us for a short time. Because if you
take 70% from 100% you are only left with 30%. Is that correct?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Mr N SANDI: I will then be wasting your time and everybody else's time in here, if I could just ask you
now to tell us who you are because everybody in here, in Port Elizabeth, not just in Port Elizabeth, in
the whole Eastern Cape, and I also think even nationally people know you. Is that correct?

WITNESS: Yes, correct.

Mr N SANDI: Could you briefly tell us now, as you are here now before the Commission, where do you
live and what do you do for a living?

WITNESS: As we speak I am staying at Mount Pleasant. I am a businessman, or I should say I am
trying to be a businessman. I studied in Economics which has helped me now to contribute into the
economy of this country.

Mr N SANDI: You said you had a B.Com degree. Where did you do this?

WITNESS: I obtained my degree at the University of London.

Mr N SANDI: What did you say you are doing for a living?

WITNESS: I am a consultant.

Mr N SANDI: You did your studies after you have been in and out, being tortured in prison because of
your contribution and your role in certain organisations?

WITNESS: In 1990 after we had been released from prison, in 1989 I applied to study in Canada,
Britain and America. I was accepted in Britain. I started there from 1990 up to 1993. During 1993 I
came back to Port Elizabeth. Let me go back a little. Let me go back to where I was supposed to start in
the first place.

 

Mr N SANDI: The lady next to you, please tell us who she is so that we can accept her?

WITNESS: She is Sindiswe Shume. She is my cousin. We have been together since I came back to Port
Elizabeth. My mother was supposed to come here, but she did not believe that one of the perpetrators
was going to be here so she was actually scared to come. Because of my mother who could not be here I
asked my cousin to be here.

Mr N SANDI: We also welcome her, thank you. Mr Jack, let me let you start. Tell us about your
detention between 1977 to 1989. From now on, now you will be only one speaking. I will not have to
lead you about this.



WITNESS: As I had to re-arrange all the documents that I had with me because the situation was not
quite convenient for me, because the people who were torturing me still continue to use the ways that
they used before, to torture us. I am going to try and say this very briefly. From 1976 when I used to be
detained a lot I would be singled out from a group of people. That time I was still very young. Because I
looked very young at that time I would lie to them and tell them that I am very young and lie about my
age. That is how I got out of the situations.

 

 

That used to happen during 1978 and 1979. Again this happened during the funeral of the leader of the
PAC, Mr Sobukwe. At that time there were a lot of criticisms against Nkosi Buthelezi. In 1979 there was
a lot of unrest at that time because at that time there were not just fightings. People were planning.
Those who were politically aware of things simply disappeared one by one and that was the time I was
starting to be aware of politics. In 1979 when I was writing my examinations, I was first fetched by
Mkoduka. He was with Mtselu. I was taken to Sanlam. It was called Sanlam at that time. I was
interrogated for a long time. They were trying to do it softly though and I was told to leave, to just
disappear in front of everybody. Then I was made to choose. This person who made me to choose was
the person whom we are not allowed to mention. He said to me, "If you want to take my advice you
should disappear, and the ball is in my court." During that year, like I said I was trying to write my
examination I failed everything. It was the first time for me to fail anything.

 

During 1980 there was also unrest by the students. Students were boycotting at that time. I was one of
the leaders at that time and that is when I became well-known. I was also quite well-known by the
person we are not supposed to mention here.

Something that was not liked about us was that we were organising the people. We organised the
churches. We organised reverends. This Centenary was full of people that we organised. After I have
been arrested, just for a short while at Walmer, I was accused of breaking in. In the documents I saw
that it was written "theft", but some of the things I cannot mention here now. What was written in that
document was that it was "theft". That was the reason why I was arrested. After I have been arrested
three times I was released. I spent three weeks there which was at that time called Section 22, and of
course it was now added by a week. After that I went to the Initiation School. While I was still there in
Humansdorp I saw a police van approaching. At that time when a police van approaches you people
would think that their livestock was going to be stolen or maybe even rape. Now there was this
policeman who was known for mischief who came to pick me up. That policeman spoke to one of the
men here in Port Elizabeth and this man said that I must be left alone. Then I came back to Port
Elizabeth. The point that I am trying to go to now is the way that they used to torture at time. I came
back here into this Centenary Hall. I was still wearing the khaki attire that people from the Initiation
School usually wear. I was standing over there speaking.

 

The following day they came to fetch me again. It was Roelofs Ntselu Tsungata and this other man



whom I am not supposed to mention. They interrogated me as usual. They were just asking me a lot of
nonsense. You must remember that if you are new from the Initiation School you do not really have a
lot of clothes. It was around 19h00 at that time and people who were coming from this meeting were
waiting outside for taxis and busses to go back to work. I was put right in the middle. There was another
man who had my cap, the cap that I was supposed to have on. Roelofs was driving and so we left. We
went to Veeplaas Township in the Crown Shop. We approached the people. They were pretending as if
we are having a good time in this car, just talking to each other like we are all friends. They would
pretend that they are lighting my cigarette for me. They were doing that the whole time. I was laughing
at that time, but people started to say that they do not trust these Comrades because they are our friends
and all of a sudden they are with these boere. People started not to trust us anymore. I was so fortunate
because I was not named as one of the informers at that time, but there are people who actually lost
their lives. One of the things I like about the Commission is that the Commission lets people to come
and tell their stories, people who did not have that opportunity before.

 

What I think what is most interesting now about the text that were used at that time to torture, it is
amazing and unbelievable the way they used the law. They had all the powers. They would come to us
and ask us, "Hey, when are you starting your meeting? We want to go and watch a soccer match." They
would park their cars here and interrogate people out of the blue. Most of us were lucky at that time
because most of the things that these people did were documented. They were on record. At that time
people like Molly Blackburn was well-known. We were not really taking these things into our heads
because we were used to it. Being tortured by these boere was very common at that time. There was
nothing we could do because of the powers that they had.

 

During the time of the State Emergency Act in 1985... I am going to try and be brief. I do not want to
waste your time. I am going to try and start with 1985. I am only going to mention one incident. I was
arrested on the 2 August, arrested by the police. One of them was Loots who is in this case and another
man called Van Zyl and Jam and Tungata's brother. His name is Mzikayise. I was taken to Berry's
Corner. They were still treating me well at that time. They were explaining to me how lucky I was at that
time because I escaped through the window. It was during the day. There were these policemen with
guns.

When I tried to look back, just to look at them, when they were about to shoot me Van Zyl stopped them.
He said he regretted all this even when he was talking to his friends he regretted for not shooting me.
They used to shoot people if you just turned you back. I saw Brimmer just passing quickly. Obviously,
he was from one of my brothers who was also tortured in a room that was full of blood. You could see
that people were just relieving themselves in this room. Jam just made me peep into this room. There
was another white man who was well-dressed. He had very large boots on. You could see that he was
very happy about this torture. When he came to me he tried to advise me about what I should say in
court. He took me into a place that was used as a police station at that time but it was now used for us to
be tortured and interrogated. It was also used for screening. Jam was hitting me with his fists on my
face and on my head even though he was told not to beat us up. They asked, "What are you doing to
Tungata? Mr Jack, what are you doing to Tungata?" I said, "Why are you beating me up without the
boere watching? Do you not want to wait for the boere to come and watch this?" That was the time they



were taking fingerprints. If I made one mistake he would beat me up and say, "What are you doing to
Tungata?" He did this for a long time. From there I was taken away after a long torture and I was
thrown into Algoa.

I slept there for a whole night. What I am trying to say to you is, I have been lucky most of the time.
When they came to arrest me they would not get me. Some of the inmates would say it would be easy to
get Jack, but some of the Comrades were just arrested on the first day that they were wanted by the
police, but I was lucky. I used to want to find out what happened to people like Reverend Tshonga and
Reverend Gcina. There was another young man which was obvious that he has been here for a long
time. He used to say to me, "Brother, it is very difficult in here. Things are bad in here." In the morning
a certain man arrived. Like I said I am a lucky man because I know all these security policemen. I know
all their names. You can notice that I have been in and out of jail since 1979 with no break which
means it is very easy for me to know these people. When I say "a certain man" you must know that I am
trying to obey the court's interdict.

 

They transferred me to Louis Le Grange and I was now taken by W/O Coetzee who was alone in that
office. He put handcuffs on my wrists and said "We have you." He took a towel and wrapped it neatly
around my wrists. He was doing this softly. He said, "I do not want you to have any scars. He screwed
these handcuffs. These are not the usual handcuffs. Those ones you had to screw on.

Then he took a knobkierie and said, "He must do what he is doing now." I was tied in this position then
I was made to sit like this exactly in a certain corner. While I was tied like this another man arrived.
This man helped Coetzee. I was put on two tables and I was hung there. I was then told that this type of
torture is called "helicopter" and Comrades enjoyed it. I was told that people like Snqokwana, Ngoyi,
Dennis Neer, have been through this. I was told that this kind of torture was "Comrades favourite". I
was tortured in that way for a long time. What hurts the most is not the physical pain, it is psychological
damage that is being done during this whole period. Coetzee took certain documents. He read through
them and in the meanwhile he was asking questions to me. I was crying because I was feeling pain.
Coetzee simply ignored all this. This did not affect him at all. He said, "You have come to the room
where you have to tell the truth." He said, "Duma, you are going to tell the truth, this is now the
moment of truth." He said, "You have come to the room where you have to tell the truth." Meanwhile a
certain Sergeant Dyani arrived. He was with Strydom. This Strydom is not the same person as Eric
Strydom who used to be the Head of the Murder and Robbery Squad. This Strydom was a hefty man. It
looks like he was a body- builder. Sometimes it used to be very difficult for him to have a jacket on.

He would just have a short sleeve shirt on so that we could see his muscles and we could be afraid of
him. If he grabbed your neck you are not be able to breathe at all. He was very powerful. It looks like
this body-building that he was doing he was using to torture us.

 

Bezuidenhout was also part of these boere. This Bezuidenhout is not the same Bezuidenhout known as
Qwathi. This one was working for the National Squad. He came to help as well.

Mr N SANDI: Sorry, Mr Jack, what are Mr Bezuidenhout's full names?



WITNESS: I am going to give it to you now. It is Piti. His first name is Piti. I met him recently at the
Highway. We had a good chat. I did not even touch the fact that I am going to talk about him in the
Commission. My position was now changed and then I was tortured and beaten up again. There was
another question. This question was, "Mkhuseli..." I cannot remember how early this was. They said,
"Jack, you have said something at one of the universities in Cape Town." You said, "Policemen from
Port Elizabeth are Gestapo. They are even worse than Gestapo. They are even worse that Ivan the
Terrible, who was torturing the Jews." This is true. It is something that I said but I flatly denied it.

I said, "I have never said anything like that." There was this other man who was watching me the
whole time. He said to me, "Mkhuseli, you are asking for trouble now and you are going to get it."
Then he grabbed a knobkierie and he was on me. He beat me up for a long time. I screamed and
screamed until I gave up. I was trying to deny the fact that I said that they were Gestapo. I said this in
Cape Town. I was trying to give a picture of how powerful the security policemen from Port Elizabeth
were. They simply had all the powers. Nobody could do anything against them. This is why I said they
were more terrible than Ivan the Terrible. What I have written here is something that has been written
in 1985. You can see from the ink it is already faint. At that time I was a bit unconscious. I could not
hear properly. I could not even see properly. They poured water over me trying to wake me up just to
regain my consciousness. They said, "We are very nice to you. You are going to go for a shower." So
they took me into the showers. Now listen to this. Listen to what Bezuidenhout said when they were
dragging me because I could not walk. They were dragging me on my stomach. He said, "What is going
on with you?" I said, "Please just look at this I cannot even walk." Bezuidenhout said, "Give him a
microphone to address the people." They said, "Let us pretend you are in Centenary Hall. Give him a
microphone."

From there I was taken into another room. When I got there there were no showers as I was promised.
There was another tin who had a black, very dirty towel. I saw a mixture in it. When I looked at it I
thought no, hell is going to break loose here now. My body was black and blue with bruises. My bums
was so swollen, they were so big at that time, even my head was swollen. My clothes were taken off.
They put something that I could not feel at that time. Now what I thought for myself, I thought it was a
certain herb. They asked, "Why is she so prominent in the Black organisations?" I said, "No, Molly
can feel peoples struggles. They said to me, "You are lucky." When I said that I was told that I was
going to beaten up again and they did. Then I was sent back to Algoa Park. I was going to give a picture
of how this room was. People must know that this person we are not supposed to mention, must know
how active he was in the torturing of people. You could see even when he was walking he would just
walk as if he owns the world. What I am trying to come to now is, when I was going back to this place
they said to me, "With your big mouth, if you can just once say that you have been beaten up by the
police you will be starting trouble for yourself. The disappearance of Godolosi Hashe and Galela, it was
because of their own problems. They were the ones who were stubborn.

They died because they were very stubborn just like you. You are as stubborn as them." The State of
Emergency at that time allowed the police to do whatever they wanted to do to people and nothing was
going to be done to them of course. You see, Dennis Neer, Alex Hara and others they have been tortured
a lot, beaten up. Even then they did not lay charges against the police. He said to me, "What I went
through yesterday was just a tip of the ice berg. They were just warming me up, there is still more
coming."



 

I was taken to St Albans the following day. I was picked up there by members of the Reaction Unit.
They took me to St Albans. I was put with other inmates from other prisons. What is funny here now is
that Koen asked all the warders to come and look at me. He said, "Look at him. Can you see how well
he has been beaten?" What I am trying to show you now is that we have gone through a lot of torture.
Unfortunately, I am not able to tell the details and various methods of all the torture that I had to go
through because most of those details were psychological. That is how I suffered. Another thing that
was interesting is the way the police tried to destroy the role that the white liberals used to have in the
struggle. They used to portray them as abnormal people. They used to have different tactics.

They used to think that working in the townships would be a promotion because they did not want to go
to the White suburbs. Because going to the White suburbs meant to be a demotion.

Mr N SANDI: If I hear you correctly there was a link between, a rift between the White and the Black
policemen at that time?

WITNESS: Yes, here is an example. The man we are not supposed to mention said to me, "I am going
to disgrace you because it looks like you like the crowd a lot. You like to be known by people. You want
to go to Robben Island because of politics. I am going to make you a criminal. When you go to Robben
Island you will go to jail." I had three cases, attempted robbery, attempted murder and the other was
intimidation and assault. In all those cases... a person who was a State witness was Hlongwana, but I
was not found guilty in all those cases. Mr N SANDI: Mr Jack, was there a time when you laid a charge
against the police? Did you at any time take them to court?

WITNESS: Yes. Another man arrived at St Albans. That is when I started to make my statement to one
of the people who came to us. He said, "Do we have anything we wanted to say?" I said, "Yes." I was
told to call the journalist now. I have one of the documents with me. I am going to give it to you just
now. They wanted me stop the accusations of the police because they did not want this to happen.

They did not want to be accused. There was another one, I cannot remember whether it was Colonel
Paulsen, there was another officer, Colonel Paulsen, on the 24 August there was a docket opened in my
case.

Mr N SANDI: How did that case end up, the one that you laid charges against the police?

WITNESS: It did not go anywhere. It simply disappeared. This other one refers to when I was beaten up
in New Brighton. Fortunately there were other people. When I was beaten up when there were people
walking up and down. Some of my Comrades were walking up and down. They could see what was
going on with me. When he saw what was going on with me Du Plessis was taking charge of my beating
up. He asked me, "What am I doing with Hlongwana?", then I was beaten up again.

 

Other than that, some of the names that I have mentioned in my documents are people like Zuzi,
another one from Ciskei, his name is Nongwanya. Nongwanya was very good in interrogating a person.
He just did something that he liked.



 

 

Mr N SANDI: Can I just interrupt you there. I noticed, Mr Jack, when you are talking to us you keep
on referring to certain papers in front of you. Do these documents have all the details that you are
talking about? Are you going to bring them forward to the Commission?

WITNESS: Yes. I want to tell you something. The demolishing of people's houses, the disguise of the
police by AZAPO clothes, the torture of people in Maqina's house, I went there myself to try and
negotiate with Maqina so that he could release these children. When I got there I was told that they
were not kept in that house. Maqina told me that he had kept them in Kleinskool. I tried to go and look
for these children. People in the township knew that these four kids have been kidnapped by Maqina.
All the details are here in this document in front of me.

 

What I am trying to say to you now is, if you are through with the torturing that I have been talking
about now, which is just the same as other Comrades, I would like to have some recommendations from
the Commission. Recommendations about how the Commission can help to ensure that its aims can be
carried out. To unite the country, for the country to reconcile. I have recommendations on how the
Commission can do that if I am through with these details about my torture.

 

The details that I spoke about regarding my torture are the same as other Comrades even though I was
a little luckier than my other Comrades. Presently I am paying R800,00 for the treatment of my body
because I stayed in St Albans. That really affected my back and I am still trying to treat it now. I still
consider that as luck because there are some Comrades who cannot even buy a disprin. We know that
these people are also humans. They were people who had some assets, but today they cannot even buy
themselves a single disprin. I would really appreciate it if the Truth and Reconciliation Commission can
emphasise on those people, but I can see that it is doing that already up to now. It has really touched me
a lot to see there have been people who had the opportunity to come whether I liked those people or not.
Whether I was on good terms with them or not, I liked the fact that they were given the chance to come
and say their piece in front of the Commission. I would like now the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to please use its powers to investigate. It must please... This is very painful for us especially
us, the Comrades, who went through all this. I know I am not now a politician, but I am now looking at
things as a businessman and not as a politician. I have done my role in politics in the struggle, but now
I am an economist.

 

But now it is still very painful for me to see all the people who tried to make the change that has been
happening in our country to be just forgotten. One man used to say to me that your bread can be
buttered on both sides... [Information lost due to recording]. That is why you heard that I said I would
support the Truth Commission insofar as to making this country work because...



Mr N SANDI: Perhaps, Mr Jack, I would like you to know something. Perhaps you already know this.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission does have its own committee. It is called the Reparation and
Rehabilitation Committee whose very difficult task is to try and give reparation to those victims. Do you
have any recommendations on how that Committee can work so that some of those people who are here
can also have their contributions to the victims you are talking about?

WITNESS: Like I have said before, something that is very painful right now is that when you look at
my statement here, this is going to be the backbone of what I am going to talk about. Many people here
can never believe that I will obey an order of the court, but because of the change in South Africa I
want the country to work. If we are going to do that we are going to put ourselves in trouble. Like I said
before, just recently...

I am going to say this to the Commission, I want one of the families, the Hashe family... When Hashe
started with the struggle he went to Robben Island and came back again. He had his own assets. He had
cars, house, etcetera. I am challenging anyone to go to Hashe's house. It is absolutely empty. The Truth
Commission, if I have a truth to say, and that truth is this, that hurts me and I am prepared to go to
every length if that is not, [Xhosa not translated] if it comes to that, I think I am taking what you are
saying and I hope you will do it. I trust you will do it and I know you are going to do it. Thank you.

Mr N SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Jack.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Are their any questions from the panel? Mkhuseli, it is not
allowed of us to applaud the witness, but I do not think the rules of the Truth Commission makes us to
be insensitive to the truth when we hear it. We have broken our own rules and we have applauded you.
You have spoken to us as a leader, as a patriot, as a Statesman, and we are proud that in the country of
our birth we have men like yourself. You have set a tone for today. This day is going to be very difficult
for us.

 

 

We have just been told now that in Cape Town a court is sitting, the lawyers representing Jan du Preez
and Nick van Rensberg have filed an application that Mrs Mtimkulu must not climb that podium. We
are waiting for that judgement to come any time this morning and we have been ordered to wait until
that judgement comes. That shows the difficulty we are facing as this Commission. We are lucky to have
people like yourselves who are so able to tell the truth and at the same time to be sensitive to the
problems we are facing as this Commission. We salute you.

WITNESS: Can I just say something about the... You see, coming back to the point I made earlier on
about the fact that we have been beaten up and had all those bruises we had a choice. We were asked
whether we wanted to be informers so that we can have something to eat. Something that they were
talking about is that... [Xhosa not translated]. We are not supposed to change this Justice Department
that we have created now. That wealth is being enjoyed by those people who were against this change.



APPLAUSE

WITNESS: The reason why I am saying this is because our Constitution, unfortunately we cannot move
around now. What I am trying to say is, what we could do here in Port Elizabeth...

We are the only people in this country where we can show an example of what people did in this
country, especially here in Port Elizabeth. [Xhosa not translated] there are many and I want to appeal to
support the Commission on things like, let us not break our rules because should we do that we are
going to make ourselves a laughing stock. One of the persons who was here ran away. He did not even
stay one hour in jail. He is now enjoying freedom. [Information lost due to recording] ...but the State is
paid every penny. The value has gone up to R5m that has been paid on the various cases that are taking
place in the country and yet we, the victims, we cannot have a lawyer like many people who are here.
This is the thing that is worrying us. These people have been using the very benefits which they stood
against in terms of the principle for the land. That is worrying us. I am appealing to people that we let
us show that dedication, we have shown throughout the struggle. First we started by freeing it. We are
free, so what must we do now? Please let us make sure that we make ourselves the nation we are. We
deserve that. Let us leave those people enjoying and abusing our Constitution to protect themselves,
because that is what they are doing. They can do it. I think we have fought for their freedom and we
have always said so.

 

 

I know, I have spoken to the gentleman four weeks ago for 45 minutes and then I pointed out to him
that I would mention his name in the Truth Commission. He agreed with me on certain things because
we had one thing in common that unfortunately the task masters were not on the podium, it was just the
few soldiers that were the victims who were called to come and give account here. There are people who
at the top places enjoy all the benefits and the glamour of a free South Africa and yet most of our people
they will come and crawl here in poverty etcetera.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS: Anyway, I say this with the greatest respect for all. Everyone let us now, we are tested, the
mother of Mtimkulu, I am going to go and sit next to her and say to her, she has a case, she does not
need to put it here in order to destroy her credibility and her integrity because the nation will watch that
and it will be flashed all over the world; "South Africa do not even respect their own Constitution or
their own Judicial system, how can you go to that country, it is a risk". Thank you.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, you can stand down.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

CHAIRPERSON: We call the next witness. The next witness was supposed to be Mrs Mtimkulu. We are



going to hold back that case until lunch time today. We call Dr Maqina.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Order, please. Quiet, please. Could you please sit down. Ladies and gentlemen please
sit down.

Dr MAQINA D.S.S.

(?): Dr Maqina, I have been assigned the role of guiding you through your statement, but I believe that
I do not need to do that because you have prepared the statement in a way that it can guide itself. Am I
correct, sir?

WITNESS: Yes, that is true.

(?): Please proceed, sir.

WITNESS: Greetings to the Commission and its members and the whole crowd in Centenary. Firstly, I
would like to speak Xhosa so that everybody in here are able to hear what I am going to say. My Xhosa
will be both Xhosa and English. Some of the terms will be in English. I am a District doctor here in Port
Elizabeth. I arrived in Port Elizabeth 1981. I have been working at Laleni from 1981. I left Laleni in
1993. I am now working for the Western District Region. I am the Director of Health.

The details I am going to give you today are about the work that I have been doing at Laleni. This is not
the kind of work that I am only doing by myself. Other doctors are also doing it. The nurses,
psychologists and social workers are also involved. We have our own organisation called NAMDA
which was formed in 1982. So I am going to give you briefly its history so that people can see what it
was doing. What I am going to talk about today involves those colleagues and the Comrades who were
doctors at that time, things that happened to them.

WITNESS'S MICROPHONE WAS SWITCHED OFF

I termed my report as Mission Medical Files. Yesterday, we saw General Holomisa who had lots of
documents. Unfortunately, I do not have my files here with me. The boere had taken them away. I want
to explain why I do not have any files which I think could have helped in some cases especially even this
one who is now Mr X, the one we are not supposed to mention. This man we are not supposed to
mention I am going to call Mr X.

 

Firstly, NAMDA was formed in 1982. Like I said it was formed by doctors, dentists and some of the
people in the health profession. They were worried because of what was happening in South Africa at
that time.

That organisation which is still existing, which is now MASA, this is an organisation for doctors of
things that involve doctors. People will remember that when Steve died, one of the doctors who were
examining him, when everyone was crying out about the way that Steve Biko was handled in jail, and
MASA at that time was not involved at all. People were worried because MASA was not involved in



handling these cases according to people's wishes. This was not supported by the people at all. There
were people who resigned at that time and then these doctors did not have an organisation that was
taking care of their wishes. We formed this organisation called NAMDA and our motto was "Apartheid
is tantamount to ill health". The only thing that makes our people to be ill is apartheid and nothing else.
We would now take care of how people will be living, the economy, we used to check out the economy.
This organisation was formed in 1982. When it was formed it was working amongst the community. It
used to have a lot of people. Even people who testified here, yes this is true.

We went overseas in places like France, especially in Germany and Netherlands we asked for money.
We asked them to help us form this organisation. We asked for ESG which is called Emergency Service
Group. This was formed in 1986. What this organisation did, we thought it should do three important
things.

The first thing was to train people in doing first-aid because people used to be shot and beaten up by the
police and used to be thrown with teargas in the townships. So I thought to help people to have first-aid
so that they can help these people especially here in Port Elizabeth. Red Cross was also involved. What
is was supposed to be it was also used by the government. We trained people to do this first-aid so that
they were able to heal and treat themselves.

 

Secondly, we formed a group who was responsible to counsel people. That is now to help people
emotionally if a person is stressed out, just like Mkuseli has said. There were people who were from
detention, others were from Robben Island. Our role was to counsel all those people who were released
from these places so that they could be able to take up their lives as normal citizens.

 

Thirdly, we had what was called Crisis Response. Especially when events like the shooting and the
massacre. We would go there and help out even though it was very difficult, but we did give help to these
people especially we helped out with Red Cross people. It was very difficult to rely on Red Cross and
some of these hospitals. Most of our people in the townships have gone through such difficulties.

I am going to start with something that was very common in our township, the funeral of our Comrades.
People will remember that at time we would bury six people at a time and when we come back from that
funeral we will hear that 10 people had died. When we bury that 10 we would come back and be told
that 15 had died.

 

I am going to talk about one particular funeral and this is the one of TaTa's funeral here at Limba. We
thought these boere were being instigated by these young men. So we thought, let them withdraw and
then we will take up. I was told to wear a uniform. The best thing to do is to scare satan by a cross. We
pretended to be from a church. I was holding a cross so that they could think that we do not have any
evil. We had another clinic at Kwa-Zakhele but we thought of having another clinic next to my surgery.
You see, I am a coward. I thought to go in this Red Cross car. I got into this vehicle. We went right in
the middle of the crowd. When we got there we realised there was a hippo which was followed by some



of the Comrades. There was throwing off stones and there was shooting at the same time. I did not like
this at all. I was very scared of these bullets. I thought to go quickly and try and help out people. This is
something that used to happen every day. We were very blessed to have people like those.

Nobody could stop these boere. They threw tear-gas at the women. We knew that there will just be mild
injuries. Our Comrades used to treat themselves and take care of themselves. People had asthma,
diabetes, there were so many diseases at that time. What I am coming to now is that I am trying to show
the brutality of the police. It was not discriminating at all. People like Reverend Tshonga and Reverend
Thandala, they were taken from their missions.

 

We had two hospitals, Livingstone and Dora Nginza Hospital. They were like prisons. Livingstone was
worse. There were police staying at the Livingstone Hospital for 24 hours because there was no security.
They were there to arrest people who were injured and shot. We decided if there are people who were
shot we will say to this men, "Look, do not say your real name. You have uncles and some relatives. Do
not tell your real name. Just mention one of your relatives." Really people changed their names. For
example if he is Mcebisi Xundu he will say he is Mcexu just to shorten it. People used to be afraid of the
police at the hospitals. Even the sisters had a certain system that they used to use but I am not going to
tell you that. I am not going to give you those details because I do not know how this Commission is
going to handle this.

They used to say to the patients, "If you are feeling a bit better you must please go, give this bed to
another person who is more injured than you." Even here in this hall there were people who were
experts in extracting bullets from bodies. I could myself, but really there were Comrades who were
experts in this. There were many doctors who used to use their own rooms for this, but I am not going to
mention their names. One of the doctors who was in this group died in Motherwell. Even today we do
not know what happened to him but he died. He was very active in the struggle.

 

Coming to the campaigns we embarked on against the then government, there were places like Rini,
small towns like Grahamstown, Cradock, etcetera, we used to go to such places and told people what
they could do and told them how we could help them as doctors. We used to treat victims in these small
towns. Sometimes we would find that situations were really bad and Black doctors were very scarce at
that time. There was only one doctor at Cookhouse for example, and the rest were White. Some of the
White doctors were suspicious. At night they would wear their uniform and be part of the hippos. They
would go with these hippos. During the day they would be doctors. That is how they were suspicious.

We would go and campaign for support. We would go to places like Wits, UCT, trying to get support.
Most of these people had what is called the stress syndrome. They would help us with the registration.
We used to use a document for everything that we used to do. If a person came in we would write their
names, the treatment the person is getting, this is why I am saying to you I am worried because I do not
have all those files. The reason why we documented everything is that we wanted to have our history on
record that is why the police wanted to take our files. They were interesting to the police because they
were about them.



 

We ended up overseas. What we got from overseas is that the doctor can treat anyone without fear of
arrest. There are treaties like Toyko Declaration, those are the things that reassured us that we have a
right to treat whoever was injured. This organisation I was talking about now had nothing to do with us.
If you have been shot that is your own baby. We came back and we told all the doctors who were part of
our organisation that they could treat whoever was injured without fear. If a person has been a victim of
political violence he has all the right to be treated. When we came back we told that to all the doctors
who were part of our organisation.

In 1988 when the struggle was going on, luckily we organised a conference here in Port Elizabeth. The
theme was "Peoples health - The Way Forward". What I am trying to show you is that we engaged into
the system gradually but we did not realise how angry they were about what we were doing. In that
conference, Mr Govan Mbeki at that time was just released. He was the guest speaker. I am sure people
will remember this. He was silent before the conference. There is a letter here in front of me that I will
not read to you. We had a conference at Dower College. We were told that everything will be okay and
we should go ahead with the conference. At the last minutes we had a telegram from the House of
Representatives saying "Do not give those communists accommodation." I am not uneducated but there
is nothing wrong with those people were not educated, but we read that letter from the Parliament. One
of the speakers who was there at the conference was the Minister of Justice, Mr Dullah Omar. I still
have his speech. During that excitement we were not aware that chaos was going to start after that.

 

We had a meeting after that conference. While we were concluding the conference there was a knock.
When I opened the door there were men who just rushed in taking photos.

When I asked what was going on... There used to be people sleeping in a certain place just here and
there was a guy who was short-tempered. He wanted to go to the cameraman. I had to stop this. There
were about five or us and these people were about 15. We were so shocked. We thought now what was
going on. I was actually in the file cabinets because obviously they wanted those files. The conference
was legal. They opened our cabinets. There were a lot of whisky in those cabinets. They said, "Are you
drinking a lot?" We said, "No, we were given this whisky. It is not ours." They did not get the files.
Their rushing in was in vain.

 

There were just five doctors. I thought that there was something that was going to happen here.
Fortunately, we had an alarm system that was on 24 hours a day. We used to say to our neighbours,
"Please, if there is anything happening, please notify us." Our neighbours could not notify us. The
following day, we saw the office had been burgled. Everything was taken. Typewriters, faxes, everything
was taken. We realised there were so many people who came in here. When I made my own analysis it
looked like they really wanted those files. Unfortunately, they could not get these files in a legitimate
way.

 



There are things like confidentiality between patient and doctor so they could not get the files legally. I
asked my neighbours what happened. They said that they did not hear anything. You must know that
that alarm was quite noisy. It is amazing that the neighbours did not hear anything. One of my
neighbours though, heard the alarm and when he got out he saw vans and trucks of the police. That
was as if these people did not get enough the previous day. We decided then we should not have our files
in one place but to scatter them so that they could be safe. They were about the people who have been
injured during the struggle and people who were injured in Robben Island. They went to my surgery
and broke in. They took some of the medicine. I did not know that some of the policemen were so sick.
When I went to report the burglary of my office the policemen asked, "Who do you suspect?" I could
not say that I suspect them so that case did not go anywhere. These trips that I used to make overseas,
there was another case that was very difficult here in Port Elizabeth. There was another guy who was
shot but he was outside the boundaries. He was trying to shoot at the police. The police shot back. I tried
to treat him until he was well.

 

 

 

Now on a Wednesday police arrived at my surgery. One of the policemen was Bezuidenhout. He was
usually called Mqwati. I do not know why he was called Mqwati because Mqwati is a Xhosa clan name.
They asked me whether I treated a person who had been shot. At the time I had a long list of people who
had been shot. I said, "People get shot here in the townships, people from AZAPO or UDF." They said,
"Look, do not play games with us. You know whom we are looking for." I said, "No, I do not know
whom you are talking and unfortunately you cannot get the files." They asked me whether I knew this
Comrade so I thought because this man has crossed the border I looked through my files and thought
they were nice and safe.

 

The following day when I went to my surgery I arrived the same time as them. They said to me, "We
asked whether you know this person, but we have just come to tell you that we have killed this person."
They said it in such a calm manner as if they were having breakfast. It was so easy for them. He was
killed with his girlfriend and another young boy who was doing Std 10. When I was still shocked it was
shattering to me. When I got my strength back I called the police and they gave me some advice and the
matter was resolved. We tried to fix it according to my records.

I felt I was suffocating because I could not go anywhere to report this. I was called to go and see him.
The reason why they wanted me to see this person at the mortuary is because they wanted me to be
psychologically damaged as well. When I got to the mortuary in New Brighton, the one who was shot, I
saw him just before he passed on. They opened all the drawers in the mortuary. There were people who
have been necklaced, people who had been burnt, and this other man, Dr Laing, who was a district
surgeon at that time, who did a postmortem said, "Look at all these people. Look at how the people in
the townships use to burn themselves." I could see with my own eyes there were these burnt corpses.
Even if you are a doctor, if you see that kind of sight it makes you very weak. Eventually he took me to
this Comrade and half of his face was missing. They said to me that they have shot him themselves.



They said that they wanted me now. On that day when they came to fetch me, this man who does not
have a name, they said they are going to put me in a dark place. When they said they want to meet with
me in a dark place I did not trust it at all. They said, "We can see you are a doctor and that you are
stubborn." I told my patients that I was leaving them. I have to leave. Unfortunately I wanted to drive
my own car. I will tell you how fortunate that was. When we got there I stopped next to my club.

I got in, I phoned in Major du Plessis, Bezuidenhout who was known as Mqwati, they insulted me. They
insulted me, "You devil doctor." I was so used to these insults. It was not affecting me at that time.

 

As a Comrade you did not even understand these Acts, Section 29, etcetera. They said, "You are playing
games. You will not get any lawyer." I realised I was going to be released after a very long time here
now. So I told them how I treated this Comrade because that is exactly what they wanted me for. They
wanted me to tell them how I treated him. At that time, Chairperson, people like Mrs Ngona was already
inside. I thought I was going to follow them in a few minutes. At that time there was going be march at
St Georges. These policemen said to me, "If you are not going to tell the truth now you are going to
miss that march." My wife came in the afternoon to look for me and they said, "No, that man is not
here." She said, "No, he is here. His car is outside." When I got out, I am going to agree now with
Mkhuseli because as he had said your bread can be buttered on both sides. Fortunately I was a doctor
that is how my bread was buttered on both sides. Reverend Tsonga and Reverend Xundu asked me how
I knew these people. I said, "People, could you just write this down. Tell me, how much am I going to
get if I tell you about these men?"

I said to them that I want to discuss this with my wife. They said, "No, do not tell your wife. This is just
between us and you." I thought these people are crooks. I said, "Oh no, you guys, my father was also a
policeman and he told me that I must never trust anyone. So I cannot help you." They said, "We will
get you. You will also end up in jail." They used to harass me for a long time. They used to come to my
surgery. One day my fuse blew. I told them they must never come to my surgery again. I do not want to
see policemen anymore. After I showed my anger they stopped now trying to make me part of the
system.

 

I also want to go back to Mkhuseli's point when I see all these people in this hall. Something was
announced earlier this year that all those people who had been shot must come forward to claim some
money. I have never seen anything that hurts most. I went to work for the Western District surgery. I
saw people whom I had not seen in a long time. There was a long list of Comrades. People were
compensated. People were reparated. There were people, I did not trust about this reparation. I had no
trust of all this. I remember in 1985 when I had bullets all over...

 

sit down with me to recollect or repaint the events around the injuries... [Information lost due to
recording]. Chairperson, I think what we should concentrate on is... and I hope this Commission will
have power to assist or do something about that. Secondly, about you having a chance to ask me
questions. I would ask the Minister, Sidney Mafumadi, to please get hold of those files, but I am sure



they have been destroyed or maybe they have been kept in a certain place. I need those documents back
because in those documents our history is written there. We need it for our children. We want our
children to know what happened to Reverend Goyi and everybody else.

 

At that time, Chairperson, we were not allowed to see people in detention. We were not allowed at all.
We had to use other means to go and send lawyers to go and see these people. I remember one time
some of the guys who were getting old, now our culture was broken because a man is not supposed to be
too old before he goes to the Initiation School. They were getting old before they go to the Initiation
School. If we could get those documents, records, or files we will be able to do a biography.

 

 

Lastly, Chairperson, there is a boy who died in front of my eyes. This boy was killed by Butler Tungata.
He killed him right in the middle of his forehead. His brains was scattered all over. The initial charge
was defeating justice but it was changed and now they charged me for misconduct. That boy is dead and
I have a criminal record. What do you do about that? Can they not come at least to give evidence that I
killed him? He was charged criminally. He just appealed in the Supreme Court, if I am not mistaken,
and he received a bail. Where is he? Is he alive? Is he in the police's hands? What is he doing? Those
are the things that are frustrating us. Our system of justice should be seen to be working and fair as
well. People who are charged cannot be assimilated to police force or to any other force. He must
actually serve his sentence. Those are the three things that I want to put forward to the Commission if
you do not have any questions.

(?): Doctor, thank you very much for your very extensive testimony. I have a question. I want to take
you back to the role that was played by the Medical Association of South Africa and get your thinking
about what you think was behind their neglect of those patients who were shot by the police, and then,
bring you back and say what has MASA done to address what I call negligence of the patients. Then I
will ask you other questions a little later.

WITNESS: Thank you, Chairperson. I think now they call it gross human rights violation. I think
historically MASA was formed like most Afrikaner organisations, the Broederbond. It was around those
Afrikaner male doctors who formed that association. To them it was really to support the status quo.
What they used to say very clearly, separate politics and health. Health is separate and politics is
separate. These days we are talking our own language. It is so funny. They talk about this Human
Rights, Bill of Rights, Constitution, you should enshrine poverty rights, which they did not have any
regard for. What they did, it goes back a long way. Neil Aggett was a doctor by profession. They never
cared for him. They said he jumped or something. Steve's death was even worse because doctors were
involved there. Actually, they reminded us of the Nazi in Germany, where the doctors will actually
examine you and say you are fit for torture. After they have examined a person they would just say to
that person, no, he is still fit for more torture, and they did that repeatedly. They should be charged with
gross human rights violation. But MASA as I said was a boy's club, in actual fact a Broederbond
belonging, so it did not see anything wrong with that.



 

 

And just to give you some international background, MASA was belonging to what was called "World
Medical Association, and because of that action of MASA a lot of countries pulled out of... because they
were disgusted that MASA was still part of that. I usually speak on radio this is why I am saying DJ. I
am sorry. Now MASA has already changed itself now. MASA has changed itself. These people are
talking our language. We are very sceptical on them. We do not think that these people have parted
from that past. For instance some of the district surgeons and some of the prison warders, I have a
document here, I am sure Comrade Malghas would remember Dr Kotze. That guy discharged them
from the prison hospital just to make sure that they could take more intake on people who are on
hunger strike. Such doctors we put to MASA and asked what do we do with this guy because there is no
authority over them. There are a lot of cases, Chairperson, where MASA was very negligent to say the
least.

(?): There are several doctors who have been identified throughout your testimony, for example a doctor
Labuschagne who apparently played a significant role not only in guiding the torture but in giving
instructions to tell whether somebody was fit for torture or not. The question I would like to know is, do
you know if these doctors were members of the Medical Association of South Africa?

WITNESS: I will say 99% of all the White doctors belong to MASA until after the Steve Biko inquest or
occurrence. Many White doctors left. Especially what [Inaudible...] called liberals, from English
institutions they came out and joined, but the majority of the White doctors were belonging to MASA.
They were given protection, even how MASA operates, even the Medical Dental Council, if you are a
doctor you cannot lay a charge against another doctor. So if you remember Professor Heyns at Cape
Town became the dossier as to what these guys did around Steve Biko and that was kicked out by MASA
and the Medical Dental Council. So really there was this real network around them to protect them, but
I think I can say 99% was part of MASA.

(?): Thank you. Could you give the Commission the benefit of your wisdom since we are after the truth.
Do you think that these doctors should also be invited to appear before the Commission to discuss their
role in general, their role in specific with respect to these cases?

WITNESS: Thank you, Chairperson. I think I will be very specific and actually target one doctor. I will
tell you the reason why. Dr Laing, he was part of Steve Biko's death as well as the inquest and
eventually being found guilty and sentenced. After that he is also involved with the detainees at St
Albans. Laing was in charge of...

Definitely, Chairperson, he must come in front of the Truth Commission even if he is an old man, even
if he has retired, he must come. At some stage he said in the newspaper he said his piece. I think he
should rather come and say it here so that it can be documented, so that people can hear what sort of
person he is. I cannot believe that if you are a trained doctor to look after people's spiritual healing and
you could be one of the doctors who torture other people. I even know where he stays. I can go and call
him for you.

(?): In the other testimonies it has frequently been said that the hospitals in South Africa have played a



role that is, and I quote, "an extension of the prisons." Examples were given that when people were
shot by the police with very serious wounds, some of them not fatal, and then when they were admitted
to the emergency rooms in the hospitals that they were made to sit for hours on end and most of them
did not survive when they could have survived if treatment had been provided immediately. What is your
thinking about that?

WITNESS: Thank you, Chairperson. Here in Port Elizabeth we had then two hospitals. The third one
which is Provincial Hospital was out of reach of the people. Unfortunately the Dora Nginza Hospital
did not have any facilities where I also work. As I said initially we had police 24 hours at Casualty.

Those days people would just sit right at the entrance of the Casualty. I do admire the nurses who used
to work at the hospital at that time. What used to happen there is, the first thing they wanted to know
was whether you have been shot. If you had been shot you immediately would be under arrest.
Sometimes they had to drag you out of the hospitals to St Albans then you will be arrested. It was
obviously so. It was doing what the State wanted it to do. [Information lost due to recording] should
then try and enforce medical ethical standards and they had the backing of the Medical Council, but
one was not sure because Chairperson knows they were Whites. So one was not sure whether it was part
of the extension of the system. Really it was terrible. People were admitted to hospital with serious
injuries. You find people chained to the beds and a warder would be present at all times giving orders to
the patients. I would say they were definitely part of that system at that time. It was possible that if you
were shot in the township they would just go around with you in the township until it was too late for
them to take you to hospital.

(?): Similarly, would you advise the Commission to ask these hospitals to also appear before the
Commission to talk about their role?

 

 

WITNESS: I think so, Chairperson, to have a comprehensive picture so that everybody knows what
happened, the truth. I think there were some guys who were not senior superintendents but who are still
working for the Provincial Government. I think that guy can testify because we went to him many a
times to talk to him. He told us that he is also helpless, there is not much he can do. So I think that guy
can give us a better picture of what was happening. As I said, it was very strange for a doctor to advise
people to run away from the hospital. We had to result in smuggling people out of hospital because we
were trying to save them from going to prison. We had our own network at that time to change that kind
of culture. The time when there was the riots at the Northern areas it was the same situation. The
township was sealed off. When we got to Red Cross there was another man called Kruger. He was very
scared of us. He said he could give us an ambulance but he is not going to give us the personnel
together with the ambulance. When I got there there were two ladies. They were really fighters at that
time. It was Thembeka and another lady. We said we are just going to take a ride around the township.
At that time there were shots all over the place in the townships. We could not go there. I am just trying
to talk about this hospital. We took the hospital eventually and we forced ourselves. We went exactly to
where the shots had been fired.

When we got to the hospital with the first load the policemen were standing outside. We told them we



were staff we could not go in there. They said, "Who is that?" It is the PEM. We told them that people
are dying there, do something. Some of the people from the hospital tried to go there. One of the doctors
was Pat Naidoo. We briefed him. At that time it was the first time for Livingstone to play its role now. I
am trying to tell you how some of these hospitals could be involved. I feel they should come over and say
how they were involved.

(?): The last question. Yesterday we heard testimonies that fire services were frequently withheld
whenever there were fires in the townships. I want to ask you for your observations specific to
ambulance services and the withdrawal, withholding of ambulance services particularly, and I quote, "
politically related injuries".

WITNESS: Initially, Chairperson, ambulances had access to the townships but then what used to
happen is that the police will define the situation. So the ambulances had to go to the police station at
New Brighton and on the [Inaudible...] escort because they wanted to monitor the movements of the
ambulance. As the result we went to Red Cross to assist to move people into the hospitals.

 

 

I remember just briefly one occasion. These boere shot a lady in her yard. She was wearing a nightie
and a gown. There was a funeral obviously. So they shot this lady and took in a vehicle of the Red Cross
to my rooms. The police at that time were really very violent. They used to arrest people inside the
surgery when I was busy stitching up people and they would arrest them. We thought that we should get
a flag of the Red Cross and put it in front of the surgery. There was nothing else that I could stop him
with, only that flag from the Red Cross. So we were trying to protect ourselves. They would come, they
were tall with riffles and I thought to myself I am going to be stubborn as well. They used to ask, "Who
is your leader?" I asked them back, "Who is your leader?" Van Wyk said he was. I said that Van Wyk
was going to take responsibility of everything that was happening here. One of the patient who they
brought was a woman who only had a nightdress on. They had shot her in the stomach. I asked, "Did
you shoot her?" I asked Van Wyk, "Take this patient and take her to hospital." It was the first time for
me to see the police actually taking care of a patient and taking her into a van and taking her to
hospital.

 

 

 

What I am coming to, ambulances could not move freely. If you wanted an ambulance you had to start
at the police station. So yes, I think there was a system of control on ambulances in our system.

(?): Very early in your testimony you mentioned that there were White doctors who used to function as
doctors during the day time and at night used to dress themselves in police clothes. It is not clear to me.
Were they functioning as policemen at night? What exactly what was going on?

WITNESS: Chairperson, this was very common, it is a sort of rural interlink where you find what you



call army reservists and police reservists. So you will find that a guy was a doctor during the day and at
then 17h00, especially Cradock. I am sure if there is any Comrade who could testify from Cradock he
will elaborate as to who was those doctors. 18h00 at night they put on camouflage, a sjambok and he is
also part of that shooting and killing. The following morning he is in hospital supposed to treat patients.
That was very common in the rural areas. Especially Cradock, I was aware of two doctors who were
reservists.

(?): Chairperson, I would like to ask if Dr Maqina could supply us with the list of the people that he said
might be destitute and might need our follow-up. Indulge me, Chairperson.

I would like to thank Dr Maqina, but the comments in our profession when we take the hippocratic, our
goal is to save lives and that is very unfortunate in South Africa that doctors who have taken the
hypocritic oath have participated in very nefarious ways in the perpartration of human rights violations.
I also would like to say special thanks to Dr Maqina for his bravery, not only in the presentation of his
testimony, but the role you played, a very risky role you played during the struggle. Sir, on behalf of the
Commission, I salute you.

WITNESS: Thank you.

APPLAUSE

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

CHAIRPERSON: We are going to take a three minute break so that we can just stretch ourselves and
then sit down again.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs NOSISANA CELIA LOUW D.S.S.

CHAIRPERSON: My colleague will lead the witness.



(?): Thank you, Chairperson. Good morning Mrs Louw.

WITNESS: Good morning all of you.

(?): We are going to talk together about this case. Please relax, settle down so that you can speak freely.
Tell us about yourself, your home and your son you are going to talk about now, Sizwe Mazungula. Just
take a minute and then you can talk.

WITNESS: My name is Nosisana Celia Louw but my surname is Plaatjies. I am from Kirkwood. At the
moment I stay at Moses Mabitya at Ethembeni No 26, but my real home is at No 4 at Ethembeni.
Sizwe's home, the one I am going to talk about now, my first born, is at 35 Ethembeni Street. I was born
in 1946. I gave birth to Sizwe in 1964 on the 13 October. At that time I was married to the Mazungula
family.

(?): Is there a story that you would like to tell the Truth Commission, Mrs Louw? If you do, please start
now and tell us about Sizwe. What happened to Sizwe?

WITNESS: Point number 1, Sizwe was very politically minded. In 1980 I could see that Sizwe was now
being arrested many times by the police.

I sat down with him and asked him, "What is going on with you now?" He said, "No, Mama, I cannot
withdraw now. I am already too deeply involved." In 1980 a young man, in the morning, arrived at my
place. He told me that my child was wanted by the giddies. I asked, "Who are these magiddies? If the
giddies people wants my son they must come here."

(?): Please let me interrupt you here. Who are these giddies?

WITNESS: The giddies people are these detectives. We call them magiddies.

(?): Please continue.

WITNESS: He was now taken by one of the young men. His surname was Daweti. I walked out with
him. I had his books with him. I was now walking with his uncle and my sister. We went to the Labour
Department. I asked them when I got there, "Where are these policemen? Where are these giddies who
are looking for my son?" We went in. They took him and put him in a certain room. When I got to that
room they said that I was not allowed to go in there. I said, "I want to see these magiddies who are
looking for my son." While I was still arguing with these people they were calling the police. The police
arrived. They took my son and left with him.

 

When I left the Labour Department everybody in the township wanted to find out what happened to
Sizwe. I told them that Sizwe was taken by the police. So I went to D S Bethani and I told them that
Sizwe has been taken by the police but I do not know why they took him. Students from D S Bethani met
with other students from Bongolethu and Glentana. They all came together and went to town where
Sizwe has been taken to. Before they got to town they were stopped by the police. These policemen were
wearing these bright green clothes. I have never seen so many police vans and hippos in my life. At that
time I was walking at the back. I was alone. My sister was one of the crowd who was right in front of



me. They took my sister and they brutally beat her up such that she was swollen and her whole body was
full of bumps. They met me. When I was just going around the corner I saw this hippo coming towards
me. They were chasing a certain boy. Only to find out that my son was in this hippo. They beat me so
much in that corner, I had to lie flat on the ground. There were just policemen all over the place. There
were hippos and police vans all over and people were beaten up by these police, even dogs were being
shot at. After that I tried to relax. I was given a break from the police.

(?): After Sizwe was taken by the police, when did you see him again?

 

WITNESS: At the time when the police were beating me up Sizwe was in this van. He was taken to
Uitenhage and was beaten up there. When he came back from Uitenhage he said to me, "Mama, I have
never seen people as big as those White men. They put a plastic over my head and I was brutally beaten
up." When my son came back he had puss coming out of his ears. He said he had this consistent pain in
my back. I was so afraid to take him to the doctor because even a doctor, boere from Ngqweba were
boere from the farmers. I cannot even mention the doctor who was there because the things that he used
to do are unspeakable. During the night he would be a policeman and during the day he would be a
doctor. We did not have a Black doctor so we all depended on this White doctor who was our doctor.
During that time I had to endure. When my son was brought back I remember it was around 17h00
when he was brought back. He said to me, "Mama I was released by students from Uitenhage. When
they went there to fetch some of the students I was part of the students who were released." The
students forced the people in the prison to release me and that is how I was released." They escorted
that car from these giddies people to my home saying that my son should be at home at 17h00. When he
came in I hugged him.

 

He said to me, "Mama, where I come from it was very difficult." I said, "Please just do not say
anything. I am just grateful for the fact that you are back."

 

In 1985 when there was this unrest in Uitenhage, during the time when children used to die in
Uitenhage, I used to look for my son and I could not find him anywhere. I looked for him for two weeks.
Sometimes he would sleep in the bushes. Sometimes he would sleep in different houses because he was
hiding from the police. For a long time, when I did not find him, eventually it turned out that he was
found by the police at No 8 at Ethembeni, only to find out that they were not looking for him. They were
looking for someone else. But because the person who was looked for by the police was also hiding at
the same place as my son they took him. Instead of this young man who they were looking for, they took
my son, Sizwe. One of the detectives who was Xhosa speaking said, I am not going to say his name now,
but I am going to mention his name because I know him. I am going to mention his name because this
young man told him his name. He said to me, Thobile Bona said to me when I was just about to be
released by the police he said, "Do not release this one because he is the most dangerous one."

So they took my son. At that time he was only wearing white shorts. They put him into this hippo then
they locked him up. While he was still arrested, that time when there was this unrest in Uitenhage...



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Witness: Fikile Kobese

 

[Information lost due to changing of cassettes]

WITNESS: Now I started trouble for myself. The Special Branch people used to come to the venue
where we used to rehearse the play. When we used to go and stage this play they would be there and we
had to disguise ourselves so that we could go home safely. After that I wrote a second play because I
was very angry by the fact that people died in detention. It was titled "Cry, The Innocent Blood". It was
against the death of our people in detention that causes the Special Branch to strengthen their torture
towards me. When I registered at UNISA, because I wanted to do my BA, they confiscated all my books.
They would do that five or six times a year. They would be kept by the Special Branch. I would only get
them back when I used a lawyer. Then I thought that this is the very first step for the killings. They were
now trying to cripple education.



 

During the many strikes of the workers again, I wrote another play which was the third one. It was titled
"The Time". That one was showing the strikes and the anger of the workers.

After every two weeks I would be questioned by the police. The questioning would take from five
minutes to two hours and then you could just see that they are disrupting your programme for the day.

One of the policemen whispered something to me. His name was Nzingu. When I asked them, "What
exactly they want from me because I will not be able to divorce myself, I cannot separate myself from
myself. What am I supposed to do?" He said, "Point number one we suspect that you are not writing
your plays yourself. Somebody else is writing it for you." I was never a member of ASASCO. These are
the things that the police were thinking for themselves, but that was not true. They used to think things
about a person and act on them even if they were not true. Even if I was trying to write a play I had to
make two copies. There was a copy ready to be taken by a Special Branch and another one I would keep
for myself. They found that out. They found out that what was actually on play is not what they had in
their documents. They discovered that. That is what would change my plays three to four times. If there
was another thing that one of the Special Branch, one of the tortures would do I would change it and I
would even play it as it was. My cast at that time were students who did Std 9 and Std 10. I joined the
Uitenhage Black Civic Organisation.

(?): What year was that?

 

 

 

WITNESS: It was 1981. We were organised by Comrade Thozamile Botha, who is now a prominent
member in our government. That was the beginning of the Civics. We were following Port Elizabeth at
that time. I was also nominated. We had an anti-removal committee within the Civic. I was the
Chairperson there. When we were campaigning against the forceful removals of people to Kwanobuhle,
we said that if a person does not want to go to Kwanobuhle the government must not force that person.
Unfortunately, that campaign put me into this kind of trouble which I am going to tell you about now.

 

On 12 January 1981, it was 00h25, my home was bombed. This bomb destroyed a 12-roomed house
which we built. My whole family was a church going family. I was the only political person in here. The
only things we had left were those we had on our bodies. We almost forgot our grandmother during this
fire because at the time she was blind. It was only people who went through the windows who got her
out. That time the house was in flames. A few minutes after that a police van arrived. I did not even
notice what time it got there. One of our neighbours, her name was Mrs May, she was coming enough
saying that I was the first one to go out. That case was given to Mr Putu who was also a policeman.

This woman also forwarded her statement. Putu was standing behind the fence when he was taking the
statement. His name is Putu. We heard that he is in one of the government structure in Port Elizabeth.



It was only once, that he tortured us over a fence and we never saw him again. We only heard that he
has been shifted from Uitenhage. Now we were forced to go to Uitenhage.

 

A campaign was started saying the same Kobese who said you must not go to Kwanobuhle is now living
there. The Special Branch policemen used to ridicule about that. They used to ask me, "Now you are
living in Kwanobuhle and yet you were the first one to say people must not go to Kwanobuhle." They
ridiculed my stay in Kwanobuhle and they made that their propaganda up to now. I am challenging
anyone from the government who is involved in the propaganda to come and tell the truth about the fact
that tax had been used so much to promote propaganda. In Uitenhage that happened the most. I
challenge anyone here who says their town has been used more than Uitenhage. Most of the money that
has been used to promote that propaganda was also used in the Military Intelligence. They used to say
to me, "Go into a certain place and take a couple of leaders so that the struggle of people could just die
down."

I was target number one in that strategy. I said in the following organisation, I have reasons why I
should mention these organisations especially when I talk about propaganda. I served on YOUTHCO,
United Automobile Workers UCON, it was a branch of COSATU at that time. I served on AFROS as a
director. I served on the UDF with Mr Ngoni whom I have seen in this hall. I was his Deputy-President.
I served in MAKUSA and GWUSA which were trade unions. I served in Food and Allied Workers
Union. The fact that I served in those organisations made that when these Special Branch would divide
themselves they would come to me. If they are talking about trade unions, how involved they are with
the communities, they would come to me because I was also in the trade unions. If someone is looking
after the cultures and trade unions they would come to me because I was also involved there with the
youth.

 

I was involved from 1981 to 1985 except for those times I was being arrested. I was building COSATU
in the unity called talks, but all those things that happened in Uitenhage. Their style was, they used to
say in the propaganda, everything that is happening and everything that was happening in Uitenhage,
Kobese was doing it. That was their propaganda and their strategy.

The second strategy was, the reason of the existence of the UDF was Kobese because I was the Vice-
President of the Eastern Cape region. So if we are expected to praise the police I can praise them
because I can say to them, "They used millions of rands to promote propaganda."

 

On 28 November 1984 certain people arrived at my house. Number one, Johnson Straight. They were in
a van that was used by the Council at the time in Uitenhage. It had rocks in it. You could identify where
these rocks were from. There were white stones that used to be in a certain place where there was a
bridge being built. Around midnight I saw this van and there were people in my yard. I quietly opened
the window so that they could not realise that I was in there. They were taking out these rocks and then
through my house, through the doors and the windows and then thereafter they left. During that time
there were another five houses belonging to UDF people that were also damaged like my house, even on



the second day around 08h15 in the morning. Now I am going to talk about something that is connected
to Kinikini. I want to make these two points. The first one is, the reporters who are here, if they are
going to report on what I am going to talk about Kinikini, they must report all of it so that it must not be
out of context.

If they cannot report all of it, if they just want to report a portion of it then it will not be the real thing
because it will not be what I have said. The second point I want to mention is, if the Kinikini family is in
here they must just let them relax like everybody else. I do not want to say that they must be attacked. I
am going to talk about a straight forward simple point about Kinikini. This is not a propaganda
committee. At 08h15, on 29 November, the family of Kinikini arrived at my place. I did not even know
Mr Kinikini at that time. If you were not working with the organisations that I have mentioned you do
not know what I am talking about now. You cannot say you do not know everything directly and
personally unless you are everywhere. You are not expected to know everyone who has a headache in
Port Elizabeth, if someone has a swollen ankle some place you are supposed to know that, if somebody
has been thrown by a stone somewhere in Soweto you are supposed to know that, there is no such thing.
You are not expected to know all that.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Please hold it.

WITNESS: So Kinikini arrived at my house with his wife and two daughters and two other men. They
came into my yard. They were in a rush. They were using one of their business cars. It was a black
station wagon. He was a Counsellor at that time.

He was not a Mayor. They came through the kitchen door. He was talking. He was saying, "We attack
anyone even during the day." My whole house was locked and I was so scared, only to find out there
were Rovers outside, half a dozen of them outside. They were patrolling around my house and just
beating up whoever is trying to get close to my house at No 1, Nojola. If you were just passing by and
were not even aware what was happening at my house you would be beaten up by these people. I did not
even have arms with me so I decided to take a knobkierie. I used the small window in the kitchen. While
they were busy knocking, I knocked the door and the window. We can tell the truth and I am going to
tell the truth as we speak now. One of those daughters was cut by one of the glasses on her arm. She
still has that scar. So I ran. I got out of one of the windows and then I escaped. These Rovers did not do
anything to me. I could see them properly now what they were doing. I left and I ran to No 88. That is
how I escaped. During the day there were people from Stoto who came to tell me that their house has
been vandalised. When they saw my house was vandalised they could not even tell me their story now.
Because of what happened I took my bedroom suite and hid it next door.

 

 

Now when we were going to Kwanobuhle I had my four room, No 1 Nogoko Street. My family, people
like my brother's aunts were staying next door at No 2. I took out my bedroom suite from No 1. I wanted
the police to investigate so that if the lawyers can be allowed to come back and just do so freely. I put my
bedroom suite at No 3. I was guarded and I knew that I was under police eyes. If you are under such an



eye, you are very sensitive. When I borrowed Fiksi's van he said to me, "If you get to Ngoli still alive
you will be very lucky." It shows how sensitive you become, how radicalised you have become in many
aspects of your life because of harassment. I knew that. I even had a certain solution in some instances.
That is how I survived and that is how I am here today. The people who are my pillars are the people in
this hall as we speak.

 

Now going on. The Council used to switch off the electricity of a certain area so that during that time
certain people with balaclavas would come when it is dark and you would not even be able to see them.
You would have to hide and then you would be given certain reports later. On 5 December 1984, my
goods were still at No 3. The police did not even care about investigating the vandalising of our homes.

 

On 5 December, I am not sure of the time, I was not at home, my brother, Lesley Kobese was sleeping in
my bed at No 3. No 3 was bombed by a firebomb and there was fire again. My house at the time was just
walls. I was not in at that night and my brother was now hit by that bomb while sleeping next door at No
3. My brother died after five days at the Livingstone Hospital.

 

When this bomb was fired there were people inside. The policemen took Lesley and he was badly burnt.
His body was swollen almost two times his normal size. They took him with a van. They did not put him
in an ambulance. That was the last time the family knew where they were taking him. They did not even
know whether he was getting treatment or not. This is a picture of his body, the one that I have here.
This is his face. These are his legs and these are his arms. I am still going to use it again.

 

When this chaos of this bomb happened, Zolile Kobese was there in the house. During this whole chaos
there was gas in the house which I could still smell, but I could not identify that gas. I am sure it was in
that bomb also. He broke one of the windows and his left hand side was damaged, one of his hands was
damaged.

He was taken to hospital. He saw Gerwel who was one of the Special Branch. He was standing next to
him. Gerwel was one of the top prosecutors. I am sure he has now been promoted but at the time he was
one of the security branches. He was starting to harass Zolile, who was in a hospital bed. As the result
Zolile had to hide. He ran away from the hospital because he wanted to hide. He was afraid of being
killed. Even today his arm is still damaged. It still does not work.

 

A man who had visited Lesley had also been suffocated by this gas. My mother who is here, I am with
her, and my aunt, Violet, who has now passed on, they also had to be taken to the doctor for shock. We
prepared for the funeral of Lesley. Le Grange, he was the Minister of Police, he issued a banning order
of the things we are used to. I am not going to mention it, we are used to these things. I was not used to
the fact that if we are in a vigil, that we are supposed to take this body into a cemetery. This body had



been burnt, but people wanted to see how much he had been burnt.

(?): Please, let me interrupt you. Was there a postmortem done on Lesley?

WITNESS: Yes, there was, but we did not get the report. We were never given a report of the direct
cause.

(?): Were you there when the report was done?

WITNESS: No, we were not there. The family was a soft target to the police. Whoever was a Kobese was
a target for the police. It was very difficult for us to follow up anything. I only saw Lesley Kobese once
at Livingstone Hospital because I disguised myself that is how I could do it.

 

When I went to Johannesburg I was with Thobile Mhlahlo who is now the MEC of Public Works here
in front of us. He told me, just when we were close to Transvaal, the meeting has been cancelled. The
caucus has been postponed and it will be called again. I said to him, "Please tell me something", after a
minute of silence, "Has Lesley Kobese died?"

 

The day of the burial of my brother Lesley we had a vigil as usual. I slept at around 02h00 because it
was very full there. There were people from Uitenhage and from other towns. Lesley was a disciplined
breadwinner of that family and he was very famous that is why it was so full on that day. I slept at No.
8, No-Joe Skweyiya, Nojomba. While I was sleeping I was suffocated by tear-gas only to find out that
this teargas that I am sniffing at No 8, it originated from my own house, from the house where the vigil
was.

When I got out there were policemen all over and there were people who had guns. I could not even see
this house even though it was not far from me. Policemen were kneeling shooting everyone, even small
babies. They dropped down the ceiling. They pealed the tiles on the floor. They spilled all the food that
was there, scones, because we were waiting for people from different places and we bought so much
food. These policemen in the yard where the vigil was held kicked and killed one of the members of the
Youth Congress, Bantom. They took me to Walmer Police Station.

(?): Do you know any of the policemen who took you?

WITNESS: I was taken by the people I thought at the time were people of the Rovers, but it looked like
that was a mistake. I am sure the Special Branch had a supporting role in this, but I did not know the
names of these police. I was taken to the police station in Uitenhage. We just passed Uitenhage and we
went to Walmer. I was put in a very dirty cell. It had blood and I thought this is where they used to
torture people. So I could not make it to the funeral. No, there was no one to bury anyone because 89
people were arrested. 89 people were put in a police truck and were put in prison. There was no one to
bury anyone. We were all in prison.

 



The people who arrived there from the Eastern Cape, from Cradock, Graaff-Reinet, etcetera, those are
the places where we used to work. When they arrived it was just like that. There was that mess. I do not
know what happened. I think they just arranged themselves to go back because we were not there. When
I got to Walmer they gave me food. You will not believe this. They said, "Here is your food." When you
looked at what you were given you would not associate it with food at all. They would take...

(?): I am sorry, let me interrupt you. After the Kinikini family came to your house, did they come back
when you were trying to make funeral arrangements?

WITNESS: No, the Kinikini family did not come back. Now Reverend, the policemen used to come
during the day or at night beating up the family. We did not even know each other. We did not even
know where we were. They will just beat up and harass the family. They would always be in the yard,
day in and day out. Every night they would be there. Sometimes these policemen would be getting drunk
in the same street. When they were drunk they would come to my house and beat up people.

 

 

Coming back to this cell. I would be given food that has "dungeon" in it. That was the time when I was
still moaning. They would take bread and put it into dung. I was given that and expected to eat it. There
was nothing else that was given. I would drink something that looked like coffee, take a short exercise
and I would take that bread and make it my toilet paper. I was not given toilet paper. I was only given
that kind of bread.

(?): Who was in charge at this police station at that time?

WITNESS: I do not know who was in charge there, but the people who were there at that time, it was
Eric Strydom who was in charge of the Murder and Crime Robbery Department. The person who
helped me get out of that mess was a lawyer, but I heard somebody said, at that time it was Saai who
was here yesterday. He helped me so I was able to go and bury my family. I was told that I was held
because I was the cause of this chaos in the townships, but I was never aware of why I was arrested.
The police knew exactly where I was, when I was at a certain place and what I was doing there.

 

On 9 August, I was hiding in Sonki Kungwayo's house. He was the owner of the van, the same van that
Comrades Gongolosi and Galela disappeared with.

Qhayiya was just an ordinary businessman. He had a tavern. He gave me a room so that whenever I
come in, anytime, I must just use that room. At that time there was this curfew. Sometimes he would
help me out with a car. While we were going to this house were arrested. We went into the Rovers. The
Rovers said to us, "You cannot be on the road at this time. This car must be investigated and see if has
not been stolen." When I got there I made the mistake of telling them the truth about my identity. I said
I am Fikile Kobese. He said to them, "This man is just visiting me."

 



I was then arrested at Algoa Park. During the week of the funeral, Comrade Goniwe, Calada Kondo, I
was now told I was going to be taken to Transvaal. I went to Boksburg station. I was arrested with other
inmates, with double the number of people that were supposed to be in that cell. Instead of being asked
about a curfew or a car I was asked about something that happened at Algoa Park. I did not know
anything about that bomb and the police who were involved there. I tried to think about it, but I could
not. While I was still going to the court I was told, "No, this one must go back to the cell." I was then
taken back to Port Elizabeth and I was told that I was asked by Hatting. So I asked, "Why was I not
taken to court?

Why was I not asked to plead guilty or not?" Then I was told, "No, forget about that, we are talking
other business here now." I can understand Afrikaans very well, but I can only speak it to White men
when I felt like it. They said, "There will be no trouble if we kill these people between Johannesburg
and Port Elizabeth." They discussed this now that in the Free State there are fields and they can do
anything they wanted to do. So I was taken to Port Elizabeth. I thought, if they do this in the car I was
determined to tip this car over.

(?): What time was it now? Could you please summarize this? The time now is 13h10. Let us summarize
it.

WITNESS: Thank you. I was arrested under Section 29 of the Internal Security Act. That is just a
different language used. I was held at Jeffrey's Bay. At that time propaganda was at its peek. I was held
at solitary confinement. These policeman was living happily at Kwamagxaki. No one knew where I was.
No lawyer knew where I was. My cell was open for 102 days because I was guarded by the police. There
would be a policeman with a gun 24 hours. I was under solitary confinement. If there was anybody
from the ANC here the police would know that I know the movements by the ANC. Anyone who would
be asking any kind of information I will give it to them. If that person who is sent by the ANC, that is
the only thing that they would know.

I was not even allowed to whistle. If I did that they would call the Special Branch.

 

In Uitenhage at that time people were told not to ask for Kobese. People were told that Kobese is living
happily in Kwamagxaki, but all the time I was in this cell. This day when I whistled the Station
Commander asked, "What is going on?" I said, "I am nervous. If I whistle it calms me down." I did
this for just three minutes. You were guarded by three guards. That was their job, just to guide you. I
was given a tablet for my headache. It was 18h00 when I took this tablet and my whole body shocked
until the following morning at 06h00.

(?): Do you know who gave you this tablet?

WITNESS: I know that person very well, but it is just that I cannot remember the name now. He was
the Head of the prison at Jeffrey's Bay, just next to the beach, during August at that time. I used to see
him.

(?): What is the name of this police station?



WITNESS: The name of the police station is Jeffrey's Bay. That is where people used to die one by one
especially people involved in the Mkonto we Sizwe, they used to be held there.

(?): Please summarize Comrade because it is now quarter past.

WITNESS: Reverend, I am trying to summarize here.

(?): Please settle down.

WITNESS: Reverend, let us talk about the State of Emergency. I was set free without being charged,
after being held under solitary confinement. In 1953, I was held under the State of Emergency. Out of
all the things that have been told by people, I was taken to Caledon. I could not see it. I did not know it
before. I was kept there for six months. I was not allowed to meet with the other political prisoners. The
reason for that is because, on the 6th Floor at Le Grange, I think that was on 8 August when I was
arrested, I was beaten up by Faku. There was this special clap that he used that makes your ear to bleed.
All your nerves would be blown up. It was a special clap. The police were now angry because I was kept
there for six months. I got out of the prison in 1989 and I was restricted. I was not allowed to speak to
more than two people at a time. I had to go to the police station twice and I would be harassed by the
police the whole night.

 

I am trying to summarize, Reverend. What I noticed in Uitenhage is that, what was going on was
psychological suicide of the people, where people's minds would be damaged, they were not allowed to
develop mentally because of this propaganda.

The pending of this propaganda depended so much on lying, twisting the truth. On the 6th Floor in
August when I was arrested the policemen who were there, the Special Branch, while I was being
beaten up by Faku. I was asked two things. They said there was another thing called "Flying men of
Cholent". I said I did not know anything about that. They said that it means that we just want to throw
you from this second floor. Secondly they said, "We do not know how you escaped our plan." They said,
"If we could just get you now we know as the police, we would finish you."

 

I would like to make an announcement before I conclude, Reverend. There is an article that was
published in the newspaper last year, published by Ben Conradie. Dr Conradie explained that he was a
Ph.D doctor. This programme which Holomisa was talking about yesterday, the Adult Education
Consultancy, he spoke about this article saying that, "The way on Black on Black violence was
funded." I want the Truth Commission to dig deep into this. I cannot rest before I can find our more
about this.

 

 

 



When I went to Somerset East, in fact in Cookhouse, I asked the Comrades. They said to me, "The
journalists were here and some people confessed saying that we were paid by Dr Conradie." The files
that had recorded the death of Lesley at Livingstone simply disappeared. We never got those. If the
Commission could investigate that, what happened.

 

I have the name of the police whom I do not want to mention now because I do not want him to run
away. He knows about the bomb that hit my house on 12 January 1991. I am going to tell the
Commission about this man. I was hoping this policeman could come forward and tell the truth. I want
the Commission to investigate about that. [Information lost due to recording]. To me it is a joke. I want
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to please investigate about the massacre that was said that it
has been started by the UDF. There is no town, or even if there are few if there are any. There was
nothing like a banning order. That used to happen in many towns in South Africa. People from Langa
to Kwanobuhle used to meet us on the way. The SADF turned all the taxis away. Some people said, "We
will just go there on foot." From Langa to town they would go there on foot. People got shot. It was said
that the funeral has been burnt.

That is how the policemen used to explain the shooting of people. I do not know if the Kannemeyer
Commission is just a farce. A second bomb that hit my house which was now investigated by Gerwel
who was beating me, I want the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate about that as well.
That is what I would like the Commission to do for me.

 

There are two more things that I would like to say. The first one is, African people have certain customs
and certain cultures. If we as the Black policemen, if we say we have our say we will be lying. They used
to be sent by White men. I am asking them to please come forward and talk because they know a lot. We
are asking them to please come forward. I am dealing with police up to provincial level. They must show
that they are not animals. They must come forward and tell that they were not doing this on their own,
they were sent by these White men.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS: Last one, Reverend.

(?): Please hold, let him finish.

 

 

WITNESS: I have a solution here. [Information lost due to recording] ...with the Black people which
takes the so-called Coloureds and Indians with ourselves as a group. Among us we must have the Truth
and Reconciliation. We will tell a story and say we nearly got freedom. We must just come forward
without any fear. I am a non-racialist to the extreme. I follow the communism which says, "Take the
country. The country must be your first priority." That is what Joe Slovo used to say and... [Information
lost due to recording] ...and seemingly the Truth and Reconciliation amongst ourselves. We have been



used by people whose minds have been turned into animals. As Black people let us not fall into the trap.
Let us free our chains. Let us free our minds. If you are in power, let us be in power. Let us go along
with democracy. [Information lost due to recording] ...sacrificed, the Whites as well, but we must come
together as a family and set an example. We are in power here. Thank you, Reverend.

APPLAUSE

(?): Thank you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions from the panel? Mr Kobese, thank you very much for your
testimony. We are challenged by the recommendations that you have put forward. [Information lost due
to recording] ...taking each one of them very seriously.

I think I am not acting out of... I am not abusing my power as Chairperson for today. If I say the role
that should be played by policemen who come from our societies, it is going to be crucial in discovering
the truth about the kinds of things that we are being asked to investigate. When the Investigation Unit
was launched on Monday we made a call them and to all policemen to come forward before they are
named voluntarily. It would be sad if they wait until they are named before they come forward. So the
call you have made indeed reaffirms the position of the TRC. I declare that this session of our hearing
is now adjourned. We will reconvene as the Commission at 14h00.

ADJOURNS RESUMES

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Witness: Roslyn Stratford

 

WITNESS: You understood the Xhosa culture and you are allowed to speak in the Xhosa language.
They both loathed apartheid. I will repeat it, they both loathed apartheid and the violence and inequality
in the country that apartheid led to. Allister in particular worked timelessly at ending apartheid because
he understood the people's cries and had great sympathy for the people. Glen and Allister were my
brothers. My brothers were ambushed at Sonongwana in the Transkei on 13 April 1993. My brothers



were travelling with a friend, Keith Rundle and two young boys aged 11 to Sonongwana after returning
from a day's fishing at Port St Johns. They were ambushed shortly before arriving at their cottage at
Sonongwana. Their assailants used automatic riffles and in the attack my brothers were killed. Five
assailants were arrested shortly thereafter. Two months after the attack all the five assailants appeared
in court and were granted bail of R500,00 each. I do not know why bail of such a little amount was
granted and at the time of the hearing of the bail I felt shock and despair at the amount. Ever since this
murder took place the court case in which they were accused of murdering my brothers has been
postponed over and over again.

 

 

 

During the initial stages of the case a special trip was made by the Attorney-General of the Transkei, Mr
Chris Nel, to Canada to interview Keith Rundle who was a friend of my brothers and was a survivor of
the ambush. Keith then made a special trip to South Africa to give evidence in the Umtata Court.
Despite the efforts made by the Attorney-General and Keith the court case did not come to an end. I
have now learnt that the earliest is that it is expected to end in September of this year. I cannot
understand why it will take more than three years to bring the trial to an end when their assailants were
arrested so soon after the attack. My family understands, from press reports, that one of the Accused is
presently out on bail for R1 000,00 on another murder charge. This month one of the murderers was
shot dead by police in [Inaudible...] after he left the Magistrate's office. The police wanted to speak to
him on another charge. On seeing the police this Accused and a friend pulled out an R4 riffle and a
pistol and in the insuring gun battle he was shot dead. What kind of people are these? Why are they still
allowed bail? They do not show any attitude of responsibility towards mankind at all yet they are
allowed to run freely on an inadequate bail. My brothers lost their lives a few days after Chris Hani's
senseless killing and the Commissioners will be well aware that the Accused in that case were brought
to trial without bail very very quickly.

Why is justice so slow for my brothers? My family and I have to wander what justice is all about and if
one has to be an important public figure in order for justice to be served.

 

Earlier this year in response to outcries of justice with regard to the reparators, bail conditions, our
President and the Minister of Justice said on National Television that people on serious charges would
not be granted bail and allowed to be free until the respective court cases were heard in a competent
court. We viewed the charges against the assailants in the killing of my brothers as being extremely
serious. Is this Transkei above the National laws of our country? Is so, why? Do you not think that it
makes life seam so cheap?

 

The matter of the delay of the trial have been raised on two occasions in Parliament and replies have
been forthcoming that the case would be proceeding in the future. My family has felt so helpless and



request the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to assist in firstly assuring that the Accused are held
in custody or have a realistic bail set in relation to the charge. Secondly, to assist in bringing this case to
finality.

 

 

My family and the wider families of Glen and Allister are infuriated, hurt and absolutely frustrated
about the inconclusive court case and the obvious disregard for the laws of our land. We as a family
have to start the healing process and this cannot effectively begin when one is continually reading about
the delays in the case. I have forgiven these unfortunate men who were unaware of what my brothers
stood for, but believe that justice must be done. Even they are fined a negligible amount I will not
harbour the thought that justice delayed is justice denied.

 

I thank you, the Commissioners, and for listening to my requests and I trust the Commission will do
everything in its power to assist me.

(?): Thank you very much, Mrs Stratford. To try and put your story in context, may I ask you a few
questions. What was happening in Panda at the time?

WITNESS: At that time it was quite... They actually... There was nothing on the go at the time. My
brothers were not aware of Chris Hani's death. They obviously have gone out quite happily fishing and
were returning from a fishing trip, happy to get home to talk about the day's events when they were
ambushed by these five men.

 

I just believe that it could have possibly been a political motive because they were the first two Whites
attacked after Chris Hani's assassination.

(?): Before I go to the next question. Could you tell us a little about your brothers? How old were they
when they were killed? Were they married? Did they have any children? How old were the children?

WITNESS: My eldest brother Glen was 48 years old and he had two children, Trevor and Debbie.
Allister was an attorney, a very well figure head in the Grahamstown/Eastern Cape area who was very
much for the Peace Commission. He actually on the day of his funeral was due to attend a meeting with
regard to the Peace Accord. He was very well respected by the Black people. I just believe that if the
people only knew who they had shot, they would have realised they made a terrible mistake.

(?): You say they were both well-known in the Black community?

WITNESS: Especially Allister. He understood their culture. He actually was a Xhosa teacher at St
Andrews College for three years and then he became an attorney and he was very much, as I said in my
statement, very supportive towards peace. He was anti-apartheid. In fact both were very strongly anti-
apartheid.



(?): I know you may not have an answer to this question, but in your opinion, do you think that their
killing was a coincidence that they were perhaps at the wrong place the wrong time, or do your think
they were direct targets?

WITNESS: I believe serious deep in my heart that they were targets, yes.

(?): This investigation, how long has it been going on?

WITNESS: The investigation has been going for three years.

(?): And no progress has been made on the case?

WITNESS: No progress other than the court cases keep being delayed and there have been tremendous
outcries about this delay of the court cases. Newspaper headlines, justice is too slow for the weaklies.
There has been numerous and numerous reports in the newspapers, when is this court case ever going
to come to an end.

(?): From your statement you are requesting that the Truth Commission facilitate the court hearing?

WITNESS: I would be very grateful, yes.

(?): Mr Ntsebeza is here today and I believe he will confirm that we will request that our lawyers
facilitate the conclusion of the case perhaps of an estimate of about June/July. I am just giving you an
estimate.

 

Mrs Stratford, is there anything else that we have not covered in your story that you would like to share
with the Commission?

WITNESS: No, I just would like to really say that this Truth Commission has been a most wonderful
experience and my husband and I were saying over lunch time it is such a pity that this hall was not as
packed with Whites as it is with Blacks because I think the Whites need to have heard to what was said
today.

APPLAUSE

(?): Chairperson, does anybody have some questions? Mrs Stratford, if the Arch Bishop was here he
would say that we are a wounded nation, that there were no winners on either side. That the pain which
we all have gone through has affected both Blacks and Whites. I think your coming here today confirms
that the Truth Commission is not about just hearing stories from the Black communities or stories of
Human Rights Violations which were perpetrated by the State. I think you being here today confirms
very clearly that in its task, and in fulfilling its mandate, the Commission wants to hear stories from all
sides, from all political parties, from all South Africans who have been affected. We hope that by being
open and that by facilitating the truth that we will have as true a picture as is possible throughout the
country so that we can very quickly go about the business of healing and reconciling our nation.



On behalf of the Commission I would like to thank you and say God's peace and promise that the
Commission will do everything in its power to facilitate the court proceedings on your brothers. I believe
that Mr Sandi would like to say something. Mr Sandi?

Mr N SANDI: Thank you, Chairperson. Mrs Stratford, coming from Grahamstown I just want to
confirm that one of your brothers, Allister, was very well known to me. At some stage he had to teach
me part-time one of the legal courses I was doing at Rhodes University. All that you have said about
him is entirely the truth. I think the death of people like Allister goes to show the type of insanity we
used to have in this country. Thank you, nice to know you.

(?): Before you leave the podium, may I say that the price we paid for our freedom is very deer indeed.
The price was paid on both sides. For that reason we need to cherish that freedom. We need to respect
individual and personal dignities. We need to respect life. And that if this country can go forward that
we need to re-discover one another, both Blacks and Whites, and that we need to reconcile and move
our country forward. Thank you, very much.

WITNESS: Thank you.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

CHAIRPERSON: We call to the podium Sicelo Apleni. Let us settle down, please. We understand that
this hall is packed today, but please people give us a chance so that we can try and summarize things up
now. We do not have much time anymore. Sicelo Apleni, welcome. Mr SICELO APLENI D.S.S.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu is going to try and guide you.

Rev N XUNDU: You are here to tell the story about your torture and severe ill-treatment in detention.
Could you please tell us in short, where do you live? In organisation are you involved in? What are you
doing? Just in short.

WITNESS: My name is Sicelo Apleni. I was born in Korsten here in Port Elizabeth. I live at 82 Mdali
Street at Zwede. I specialize in karate. I have been doing karate for 33 years now. I am doing security
work at SANCO. I am the Head of the Anti Crime in the whole region. Thank you, Reverend.

Rev N XUNDU: Thank you. In this torture and detention, in which organisation were you?

WITNESS: Reverend, can I just start before we get there. In 1976 I was here in Port Elizabeth. That
was when the White people were shooting at SACS. In 1977 I was there.

 

I was one of the Comrades who were helping to hide all those African children who were shot by these
White men. In 1979 I was here and I was one of the people who formed PEPCO. Now I would like to
come up with this information bit by bit. It started in Zwede Township. It was led by Comrade
Thozamile Botha and Mr May and other Comrades. We formed a branch at Zwede. From there we went
to Dhako Hall. We as the community of Zwede agreed that we must form a branch of PEPCO in Port



Elizabeth. Still during 1979 I was working at General Tyre. I was asked by the Comrades, some of them
are here, that people of General Tyre were tortured. From October to November I organised a strike. At
that time the workers were quite few compared to what they are now. Things started to be hot at that
time. We went to St Stephen. We put across our demands. Unfortunately the security people at that time
discovered me. They said that I am the one who is instigating this whole strike. They divided us as the
workers. At that time we were only 19 who did not come back to General Tyre. I was one of victims. In
1978 I got a job. In 1980 when I got this job Dennis Neer, Government Zeni and Dumile Makanda, they
said to me, "We have a job for you at Ford." When I got to Ford, at that time at the Engine Plant
Department there was no trade union. The one that was there was FOSATU. It was only for White men.

At that time I was a member of PEPCO. I was in the Engine Plant. I formed a trade union. I was the
first one to fill in that form and put it into the plant. The White boere chased me. They said I must leave.
I must go and work outside. It was raining. I was told not to mix with the other workers. Fortunately,
Chairperson, I met great Comrades like Thozamile Botha, Dumile Makanda and Comrade Tobo here
next to me as well as Mr Zini. They said, "Comrade, go ahead." So I formed this trade union in the
Engine Plant. It was very difficult.

 

I do not want to take a lot of your time. Let me continue. During 1980 at Zwede where I stay, this young
man whom you are talking about today now, it hurts me, Reverend when you are talking about
Mtimkulu. at the end of 1980 Mtimkulu was already sleeping at my house. I was hiding him. I was
hiding him at Mdani at my own house.

Rev N XUNDU: Was he trusting you with your karate?

WITNESS: No, Reverend, I am not going to tell you about those secrets, but I was keeping him at my
house. During 1981 when Mtimkulu was shot at Mjoli he fell right inside my own yard. He said to me,
"Apleni, Tongata shot me." Let me repeat this, Reverend. Maybe you did not hear this correctly.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Could you please control yourselves.

WITNESS: Reverend, it was Mtimkulu and Mjijwa, they are from Kwazakhele. I passed Mjoli only to
find out that inside this tinted combi was Tungata, Faku and also Roelofs. They shot Mtimkulu. He
staggered. Mtimkulu fell in my own yard at Mdani. I took Mtimkulu and I hid him, Reverend then I
went to report that to his family and that was the last time I saw Mtimkulu. Now, Reverend, coming to
1985.

CHAIRPERSON: Please give him a chance.

WITNESS: During 1985 on 12 May it was on a Sunday evening we were from Konga, that is where my
family lives. At that time SABC would only go up until 21h00. We were from another house where we
watched TV. At that time I had a car. It was an Escort. It was only a year old. When I got into my yard
my family was in the car. My family got out of the car. When I got into the kitchen I looked into the
mirror. I could see that there were two people approaching me. There was already this conflict between



UDF and AZAPO. Reverend, I got out of the car just as a confident person who has been trained.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: People, please calm down. We are running out of time. Give him a chance.

 

WITNESS: Reverend, I closed my door. These two men came and they were in a rush. I do not know
their names, Reverend, but I can still remember them even today. The first one had a blue top on. The
second one had a maroon tracksuit on. The one who was behind said, "This is the one." The one who
was leading put his hand on his belt. I thought he was taking out a knife only to find out he was taking
out a 9mm pistol. When he was corking the gun. Yes, I have been trained karate. You must remember
that. He shot, Reverend. While he was shooting he was already in my hands. At the first shot I had the
gun in my hand. We were struggling with this gun. The first shot went off. He tried again the second
time. He was missing me all the time. The third shot, it got me right here on this spot. This thumb was
chopped off. After that he ran away with the gun. Fortunately of unfortunately, Reverend, much as this
one next to me, she had already called an ambulance. At that time people like Comrade Fazi and
Comrade Gcina and other Comrades as well as Mkuseli Jack and the police, it was the ambulance that
came first.

 

I was then taken to Dora Nginza Hospital. When I arrived there Dr Hewana treated me. I had 45
stitches around my thumb. This thumb only started to work last year.

People cannot realise it when they are looking at it now. I did not even want people to know this. Excuse
me just a little now.

The following morning I came back. I was told that the policemen said they wanted to see me at Louis
Le Grange. I was scared now because my name was in all the policemen's mouths because I was one of
the leaders of the organisation. Matshesi and I went to Le Grange. The first person who took me there
was Mr Olifant who is right here in this hall. He was also here on Tuesday. He is one of the security
police. They said to me, "Apleni, stand aside." They called my wife. The way they called her was as if
they were calling a dog. Even the way they called me was much better than the way she was called. They
called me Sen Sai because that is a respectable way of calling a karate leader. They asked me, "Where
is the gun? When are those people I was shooting in my own yard?" Then they chased me. The asked
me, they interrogated me until the end of the day. I was sweating. Then they released me and warned
me. We went home.

 

The following day I received a telephone call. I was told I must just relax at home. The man who
telephoned me was Mr Faku. They told me to stay at home.

On 18 July 1985, it was very early around 05h00 on a Monday morning, I just arrived at home. I had
taken my brother to Good Year. He was working there. I had left Mike Tofile's wife in my house and I
told them that I was taking my brother to work. When I got back I never saw so many policemen in my



entire life. If I can just cut this crowd in half I would say this is just the tip of the ice berg. I am going to
tell you now everything that happened.

CHAIRPERSON: Could you please keep quite.

WITNESS: The first person who entered was Mr Bill Dennis. In this Centenary Hall there is no person
who is as big as he was. His more hefty than Comrade Ngoye. He said to me, "You see Apleni, your
karate is just going to melt away my boy. The second person who entered, I can even identify them
under his balaclava. It was Mr Mosharha. He said, "I want the key to the car. Go and open the boot."
So I did. Bill Dennis took a gallon of petrol. He said, "Apleni, you are going to burn some people." I
was questioned about everything that was happening at the UDF. I was asked where our meetings were
being held etcetera. They told me now that they were arresting me so I left with them. My car was driven
by Mr Mosharha. I was sitting at the back with some other policemen. We went to Louis Le Grange.
There was also Mr X whom I am not going to mention.

They said, "We are going to castrate you today." That is what Mr X said to me. When we got on the 8th
Floor, if I am not mistaken, we met Mr Roelofs. He asked, "Where is Edgar Ngoyi?" He said, "Where
is Fasie?" Because he was the only one who was here. You must not forget, I still I those stitches on my
thumb. They beat me up in Mr Roelofs's office until I was unconscious. Then I was taken by Faku,
Olifant, Japhta who is also here, he is one of the security police in the building, McIntyre, Conway, Van
Wyk, Bill Dennis and another group that I do not know which belong to the Security Branch. I was
taken to Bill Dennis's office upstairs. When I got there they shot me a pair of shoes. Those shoes were
burnt. It had somebody's bones in them. They said to me, "You are going to look like that." They said,
"Just look on your right." I turned. He showed me somebody skull. That was Bill Dennis. Then I
fainted. Though they did not beat me up in this particular office I just fainted. I got very weak. They
took me to Algoa Police Station. They did not do anything to me there. That is where I slept. I slept for
days on end. I was taken to a certain police station in the rural areas which I do not know. I was kept
there for days on end. I did not even know where I was.

 

 

On a certain morning Bill Dennis arrived, Reverend. He fetched me. He brought me back to Louis Le
Grange. He also interrogated me about Ngoyi because if was Ngoyi who used to kill people here in Port
Elizabeth. All those things that Bill Dennis asked me about I did not know even a single one. Passing
on, Bill Dennis took me to Rooi Hel. That is where I was kept at Makulukhutu where you do not even
find a toilet. You will only get a bucket. I stayed there for four months at Rooi Hel. They did not empty
this bucket for four months. They are the ones who told me that Goniwe and the rest were dead.

 

On this first day when they were teargassing me in my cell, I stayed for 15 days in gas and every day I
was teargassed. I got very ill and nobody knew where I was. Some of the inmates knew that I was there.
They were getting in contact with the UDF and my family so I asked lawyers, my lawyer was Comrade
Nganulo, it was very difficult for him to come and see me and also Advocate Tshiti. I stayed in that cell
until I recovered from my wounds. I was not charged for this whole period. I stayed there for six



months. When I got to court I had already forgotten. If I can just summarize, I appeared in court 20
times.

Rev N XUNDU: When was this charge of rape, abduction and murder?

WITNESS: When I got to court I was told that I raped someone. I was told that I murdered someone. I
was charged of kidnap. I was also told that I was Tungata's informer. Tungata's informer called
Tungata Boyi and another woman called No-Mama, I was told I raped those women. I was charged five
times. Lawyers like Somyalo Majodina tried quite a lot, Kanunu and the rest, so that I could get bail, but
Dennis and Roelofs refused. I stayed in that prison until 1986. Immediately when I was released there
was a State of Emergency outside. Then again, just after I was released I was arrested again. Roelofs
was the one who arrested me. Conway and Mr X, Van Wyk, Faku and another very old man who was
also white, he was called Qwati because he used to speak Xhosa like Xhosa speaking people, I was
asked there where they could find Mkuseli Jack, Mike Xego and other UDF leaders. I denied, Reverend.
I could not tell them because at that time it was really bad. They told me, "Now you are in our hands."

 

They took me to Bethelsdorp. That is where I stayed. I was not beaten at all. I stayed there happily. I
was as if I was at home. I actually forgot that I was arrested. Mr Faku arrived and said to me, "Now
you have come into a coup ditat. They arrived on Thursday, 18 July 1986. There was a convoy of cars
full of white men.

Faku was the leader as well as Jam. They said to me, "Get into the toilet, we will be waiting for you here
at the Reception." I was forced to go to the toilet even though I did not need to go there. When I got
there I prayed. I said, "God, be with me today." I went to the Reception. I was then taken into a combi.

TAPE 3(b) - PE 3 - ENDS

TAPE 4(a) - PE 3 - BEGINS

WITNESS: They were trying to hide the handcuffs so that no one could see these handcuffs. If you
were outside the combi you could only see oranges. Some would just hug and talk to me, people like
Faku and this small one, Mr McIntyre. At that time I had already signed a certain form. It was my
release form. This combi started at Kleinskool in a Coloured school. From there it went to Maqxaki
High. Some of the Comrades cried. They said, "Apleni, can it be you who is an informer today?"
Reverend, I could not even say anything.

 

From there we went to Soweto. I am sorry, Reverend, let me just go back. Before we went to Soweto we
went to Ndzondelelo. At that time there was a 110h00 break. The first person to see me was Comrade
Genge. He tried to stop the students. He said, "No, Apleni will never be an informer.

It is those certain conditions that made him be like that." We went to Johnson Road. When we got there
we found one man who was trying to fix his van. He was also grabbed and was beaten up saying that,
"Apleni said that you are one of the street committees." This man said, "Apleni, can it be possible that
it could be you who could say something like that?" There was another man who was being nice to me



and I could not even say anything to this man because I was afraid of this man next to me.

 

From Johnson Road we went next to Tangola Mani's home just next to the garage. When we got there
the workers were busy going to work and students were going to school. The community now cried,
saying, "Can it be you, Apleni, who is doing this to the community?"

 

From there we left. These White men at that time were hugging me pretending to be my friends. Mr X
and his friends were talking to me. They were telling me, "Today, Apleni, you are going to burn with
your family."

 

 

 

Reverend, our third stop was my home at Mdana Street. When I arrived my children saw me. They said,
"Mama, here is father coming back again." My family were so happy. Then the combi just reversed. A
third house from me, Mr Solwani who is my neighbour, when this combi arrived it was going at 200kms
p/hr. I had this bag of oranges the whole time on me. People just asked me, "What happened, Apleni?
Apleni, why did you point at me? I am not a street committee? Why did you say I am anything?" I could
not respond.

 

From my street we went to Boyi Street. There was a girl and a young man, Mr Phukwana, this couple
was arrested. The police said, "It is Apleni who said we should do this to you." Now the combi was full.
This combi was now travelling at 10kms p/hr. It was going around Njoli and people were watching us.

 

From there we went to Centenary. When we got there there were a lot of people. It looked as if there was
a show there. When people saw me like that they said, "Thanks." From Centenary I was taken back to
Bethelsdorp.

Rev N XUNDU: From Bethelsdorp, what happened?

WITNESS: Reverend, when we got to Bethelsdorp...

Rev N XUNDU: When did you go to Jeffrey's Bay?

WITNESS: Reverend, I started at Bethelsdorp. When I got to Bethelsdorp I was taken out of the combi.
All these people I was arrested with were left in the combi. I was alone with all these boere. At the
Reception at the police station just before you get to the offices of the security it looked as if they were



waiting for me for a long time. When I got in they put a sack over me. They removed the sack just when
I was about to suffocate. They then took sunlight soap and pushed it into my nostrils. Mr Faku then
stripped me of my clothes and then I was naked, totally naked. Again they put a sack over my head.
They then said to me, "You know, today you are going to die." I was taken to the Security Department.
At this time they were looking for Mike Xego, Comrade Fazi and Mkuseli Jack. I was beaten up. The
first person to assault me was Mr X. He took my genitals, they opened a drawer, Faku was on the other
side of the desk, he took my genitals and Mr X shut the drawer. At that time I was not taken to the
bridge yet. All my genitals were in this drawer and this drawer was shut close. Faku squeezed my
genitals. If you notice well I just turned and bend my neck and just look up. People who have been
trained to assault people assaulted me on my neck. These are people who assault a trained person like
myself.

While they were squeezing my genitals that is when they were beating the back of my neck. All my
nerves at the back of my neck died and then I collapsed.

Reverend, I just missed one part. It is just one part. It is about Bill Dennis. While I was in court Mr
Ngoyi was also in court. From the court I was put into the boot by Bill Dennis only to find out that on
this particular day Mr Ngoyi was the one who was talking. He was put into the back seat. Then the case
was postponed. After this he was transferred to this other police station. They called it Kinkelbosch. He
did not know that I was in the boot at this time when he was taken to Kinkelbosch. He was being
insulted by Bill Dennis. I was in the boot the whole time. I just wanted to tell you that, Reverend, sorry.
Now let us go back to where we were and that is about my assault. I am going to stop anytime. I am
going to summarize.

 

I was taken to Cell 8 by Mr X. He told me that I was going to die today. It was him, Faku, Jam and Van
Wyk. I was taken to this cell here in Bethelsdorp. I estimated that it was around 18h00 in the early
evening. I was taken back into a combi. There was a long line of the boere saying, "Now we are going to
kill him."

The combi left with me. I did not even know where I was going. I just saw that I was taken into this area
of George or Cape Town. They stopped at a certain bridge. They said to me, "You see this spot?" This
place is called Van Staaden. I was taken out of the combi. I was naked. They tied a rope around my
waist, right here on my stomach. My whole abdomen was blue with bruises. I could even see it myself. I
cannot even explain what kind of rope they used to choke me. They said to me, "If you cannot tell us
about Mike Xego and Mkuseli Jack we are going to kill you right now." I said, "You better kill me
because I do not know anything about these Comrades at all." I was hung, Reverend, on that bridge like
this. There was a big belt that they had tied around my waist. There was another rope that was tied next
to the indicator of the car. They pulled me up. They did not beat me up at all, but I was a little
unconscious at that time. Then we went back to Bethelsdorp.

 

When we got to Bethelsdorp... I am trying to summarize, Reverend. When we got there I met a group of
Comrades, street committees who had been arrested. My Comrades saw me when I arrived from Van
Staaden. It was just a minute after I had arrived. It felt like I was beaten by a machine. I was totally



damaged and that is when I became totally unconscious. I came to after days.

I was already now in hospital. Now I would like to thank Dr Pat Naidoo, Dr Nyoka, an old man who
resides here in Port Elizabeth, also Dr K Naidoo, the Damasa Reverends and all those Comrades who
took care of my family during the hard times. I am very grateful to them and my family is also grateful
to them. Reverend, I thought I was going to say what I am saying today when Faku was still alive. I,
Apleni, is alive today. I am grateful to those Comrades who did not sleep, taking care of my family. I
stayed for one and a half years in a place where no human being would sleep. I am grateful to Dr
Heerans who gave me tablets at the time I was taken by Van Wyk and Mr X saying that I was alive.

 

When I left Livingstone I was wearing a gown. I have been guarded by the securities in the hospitals.
They tied my legs like that. I stayed in that position for a year and a half, but I am here today. I am
talking and I am alive. Thank you, Reverend.

APPLAUSE

Rev N XUNDU: Thank you, sir. You have told us your story in a way that we have now clearly see that
we could not have had this freedom without people like you. My question is, what do you wish the
Commission could do for you?

Do you want it to investigate or address your situation?

WITNESS: I have a question, Reverend. Is this not money which Mr X is using, the Africans money
that he is using today, the money that he is wasting today, so that we are not able to mention him today?
Is that not our money? Secondly, all those people who were the perpetrators, I want them to come
forward and they must say their story here in front of the Commission. Thank you.

APPLAUSE

Rev N XUNDU: Chairperson, he is all yours.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Apleni, did you go to a lawyer and made a claim for your assault?

WITNESS: Yes, I did lay charges for the first time I was shot, but that case did not go anywhere. About
my assault, I also laid charges, but it also just disappeared in Bloemfontein at the big courts. That was
the last time. My lawyer was Comrade Bam Fikile. I am also grateful to him. Thank you.

(?): After all this, were you able to work? Were you able to be employed by anyone?

WITNESS: Reverend, from 1989, I got out of prison in 1989. I was on hunger strike for 20 days with
some of the Comrades.

 

I was on hunger strike for 40 days with some of the Comrades at Rooi Hel and again the leadership of
the UDF, I also took part in the hunger strike. When I got out of prison I was banned from 1989, after



two weeks after my release, I was picked up by Dan Sandi. This is only my second week after I had a job
since 1989.

(?): Mr Apleni, [Information lost due to recording] ...characterised by high infant mortality rate
particularly in the Eastern Cape, the lack of support for education, the neglect of people particularly in
rural areas, and yet there was an incredible expenditure of money that was used for torturing people. In
you I see a combination of rage and yet a proud description of strength and pride and an incredible
resource. I do not know where it comes from, but clearly it is inside. Those of our people who are dead
cannot now describe what happened to them. Those of our people who have disappeared cannot now
describe what happened to them. Your incredible story represents the story of Siphiwe Mtimkulu, Sopsi
Madaga, Sizwe Douglas Mzungula, Abraham Tamsanqa Tyhula, Glen Whitley, Allister Whitley,
Mtutuzeli Michael, Thozama Fibi Mani and many others, it is through you that we are going to be able
to learn the truth about what exactly happened because those who are silent are now silent for ever.

 

It is very important that there are many Aplenis to come forward to describe exactly what happened so
that we can document the full history of what happened. You may not have paid with your dear life, but
what you went through is tantamount to those people who have paid with their dear lives. I see rage, but
you need to heal and what needs to come through for ever is the pride that you exude today.

 

The Commission continues to be touched. We will never be the same. We are very proud of you. We are
grateful to you for not only telling your story but telling the story of those who have paid a dear price for
our freedom. Sir, thank you very much.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(?): Chairperson, we are going to proceed by inviting Mr Mtunzi Archibold Heshu to the stand.



CHAIRPERSON: Let us give a chance to all those who want to leave. They can please do so very
quickly. Please calm down. Please settle down. Mr Heshu, good afternoon, sir.

Mr M A HESHU D.S.S.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki, you can take over.

Rev N XUNDU: Mr Heshu, let me make sure. Are your full names Archibold Mtunzi Heshu?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Rev N XUNDU: Do you stay at 92 Madala Street?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Rev N XUNDU: You are here in front of the Commission. You are here to talk about the shooting of
your brother, his name is Mtutuzeli Michael Heshu. Is that correct?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Rev N XUNDU: What do you do for a living?

WITNESS: I am a business development officer at BBC.

Rev N XUNDU: When did this happen, did you say you were in Cape Town?

WITNESS: Yes, I was in Cape Town.

Rev N XUNDU: Now could you please start with the story? Tell us what happened, just the way you told
us before.

WITNESS: I will. What happened was, I was in Cape Town with the Rhoxo family. I was on vacation.
We were at the beach having a good time. Out of the blue, I did not want to be with this group any
longer, I decided I wanted to be alone in the car. Mbuyiselo Rhoxo asked me, "What is wrong with you?
Why do you not stay with us?" I said, "No, I do not feel well, let us leave." So we left. We went to
Brinton No 62, that is where they used to stay. When we got there we heard a hymn. This hymn was
sung in the house, but nothing rang in me. I just thought it was women from the church singing. I got
out of the car. We took all the things from the car which we have taken to the beach. He was with the
man from next door so I thought of just going into the house. When I got in people were kneeling and
praying. I also joined. When I joined I found that the message they were trying to portray was that they
were trying to strengthen me. Obviously something had happened at my home. The men who were
praying said, "He is asking the Lord to please be with this child when he is going back to Port Elizabeth
so that when he gets there he must not be shocked of what he is going to hear when he gets there." After
the prayer this man said to me that they received a telephone call. I was told to go back to Port
Elizabeth.

When the plane ticket arrived, fortunately I was with another friend from Port Elizabeth, we swopped
our tickets. His ticket was dated 29 December. He gave me that ticket. So on the Saturday I went to the



airport and I came to Port Elizabeth.

When I arrived here in Port Elizabeth I was intercepted by the Special Branch. I was taken by
Oosthuizen. We went into these rooms. I saw my uncle, Fezile Ngqombo, who used to stay at Stokwe, he
was the one who fetched me from the airport, but I was taken into these White men's cars. They asked
me, "Why do you come back with a false name? Why did you change your name?" I said, "No, I did
not change my name, it is just that I used my friend's ticket." What surprised me with that question was,
how did they know that I was using Monde's ticket? Anyway, that is not an issue. I am not going to
dwell on that right now.

 

From there I was taken to Kwazakhele Police Station. When I got there they said to me, "Go into that
room." So I did. When I got there I met Liziwe Nzimase who is my brother's girl friend. I noticed that
there was a tape recorder which was covered by a towel and there were cords that went into the next
office. I started signalling to Titi trying to tell her not to say anything because I was pointing at this tape
recorder.

We spoke generally, just asking how was your Christmas and everything. We did not say anything about
the death.

 

Later in the afternoon around 16h00, no, before that, Oosthuizen arrived. He just peeped into this room
and he saw us sitting on the chairs. He said in Afrikaans, "You look like enemies." We were released
around 16h00 in the afternoon. At that time I did not even know where my clothes were. At that time I
thought we were going to be given VIP treatment, but we were told that we should go out on foot. The
money that I had was amongst my clothes which was not with me at that time. Then we went home. I
asked Titi, "What really happened here?" There was a Christmas party that was held at Dora, in Mr
Mini's house. My brother had a house at Konika Street.

Rev N XUNDU: Sorry, can I just interrupt you. What kind of policemen were they who met you at the
airport?

WITNESS: It was Oosthuizen who intercepted me at the airport. He was the one who took me to the
police station at Kwazakhele. Did told me what happened. She said there was a party at Dora. When
they left it was after midnight. When they approached Nguna Street, because they wanted to go to
Konika Street 27, young men approached them from the school.

They said, "Where are you from?" We said, "We are from a party." They asked, "Who is this?" I said,
"She is my girl friend." They asked Titi, "Who is this?" Titi said, "He is my boy friend." They said,
"Where are you going to?" We said, "We are going home." The deceased was only shot because he was
asked to make love to Titi in the middle of the street, at Konika Street, but he refused. They said it in
Afrikaans. He simply refused. They started to beat him up. They had beaten him with the but of the
riffle. He used to be more heftier than what I am. His right firma broke and according to the statement
it was said that he fell. He had three bullet holes in him. We tried to arrange for the funeral but we were
harassed. Since the day I arrived in Port Elizabeth until the day of the funeral, they would just come in



anytime, even if we were having prayers they would come and teargas us. On the day of the funeral
where people left everything at their homes to come and attend the funeral it was turned into chaos.
People were shot at, people were beaten up, people were teargassed. The helicopter was just above us. It
was so low we could even touch it. We had many problems because of all those things. Number one, my
father was an ill man. His health deteriorated. The second thing is, the boere wanted to show us at that
time that they were the ones in power and they were going to rule us the way they wanted to.

Before we buried my brother people from the police arrived saying that they are looking for the clothes
that he had worn the day he was shot. I told my father about these clothes. They were going to come
back looking for these clothes. I told my father, no, we must not give them these clothes. They are going
to try and make stories around these clothes. When these police came my father tried to deny knowing
these clothes but unfortunately he could not stand it anymore. He had to take the clothes and hand it to
the police. They returned the clothes a day before the inquest. During the inquest it was said there was a
leader of the group who was going to Masangwana Street. This leader was going to burn Masangwana.
It was going to burn Molife School and they were told what this leader was wearing at the time. The
people who did all that at the time, I know they are still in the police force.

Rev N XUNDU: Where is this one who was with him at the time?

WITNESS: Titi is now in East London. She said she could not come. Her name is Liziwe but her nick-
name is Titi.

Rev N XUNDU: During the inquest, did you have lawyers?

WITNESS: We had instructed Solomon and Jackson and the Advocate was Dr Cooper who was from
Cape Town. The family doctor was a friend to Dr Cooper who was in South Africa at that time, but
when he left he was represented by...

Rev N XUNDU: Was it another lawyer?

WITNESS: He was represented by a State doctor. When Dr Cooper's friend left there was another one
who was found who was... I cannot remember his name.

Rev N XUNDU: By the way, Mr Heshu, when did this happen?

WITNESS: It happened in December 1978. That is when he was shot.

Rev N XUNDU: What was happening? What were the events prior to this incident?

WITNESS: At time Port Elizabeth was in flames.

Rev N XUNDU: What are you trying to say by that?

WITNESS: There was chaos at that time. There was unrest in Port Elizabeth. There would be
necklacing and burning of houses. It was just that period of unrest in Port Elizabeth. Just before I went
to Cape Town things had already subsided in Port Elizabeth. Places like Rent Offices and other
government offices at that time were guarded by the police.



Rev N XUNDU: Before I let you go, you had a request from the Truth Commission.

WITNESS: This is where I will end my report, sir.

Rev N XUNDU: Thank you.

WITNESS: Thank you.

(?): Mr Heshu, where is Liziwe?

WITNESS: She is at Rhodes University.

(?): How is she doing?

WITNESS: I spoke to Lizi on Friday last week. She said to me one of the reasons why she does not want
to come here is she cannot forget what happened. She is still seeing psychiatrists. Mind you we were
talking over the phone. We were not looking at each others faces.

CHAIRPERSON: This Oosthuizen, do you know what rank he held at the time?

WITNESS: From what I heard he was the Head of Kwazakhele.

CHAIRPERSON: You do not know whether he was a captain or a lieutenant? But was he a Head of
Kwazakhele?

WITNESS: Yes, he was a Head of Kwazakhele.

(?): Mr Heshu, what I said to Mr Apleni applies to your brother. We have lost many lives in South
Africa. We have lost many young men and women. Perhaps we shall never know what could have been
in terms of talents and contributions of our people. Again I repeat what the Arch Bishop would usually
say, "We are a wounded nation."

 

 

 

I know it is not easy for you to come and describe what happened to your brother, but we are thankful
that you have and ask that you and your family heal and go forward and be proud that your brother
paid the ultimate price for South Africa's freedom. Thank you very much.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: We call for Mike Louw to take the stand. Let us allow a few minutes for people who
want to leave. Could you please lock the doors. You are Mike Louw?

WITNESS: That is right, yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Welcome and thank you for your patience. I understand that yours is going to be a
very short testimony. You are here really to hand over information which is very vital for the work of
this Commission and we thank you for that.

Mr MICHAEL LOUW D.S.S.

WITNESS: I will not take up much time. I think it has been a very long day. Thank you for letting us
slip in at the end here. I am the editor of the East Cape News Agencies called ECNA which is an
alternative independent news agency which started up doing the periods that is being described here. I
was a State of Emergency detainee and many of the people who were in ECNA suffered from quite
severe harassment, detention and the likes. Many of them are in the room today. Some of them are in
fact working for the Commission. They are ex-journalists of ECNA and they are assisting. We thought
to ourselves having...

CHAIRPERSON: Sorry, could you switch off the microphone please? I would like to make an
announcement.



We have been co-operating the whole day together. I know now it is a little late. I would ask you, if the
witness is giving his statement I do not want anyone going up and down. If the witness is through with
his statement then people will be allowed to go out, but while the witness is still sitting at the table, let us
give him a chance. Thank you very much.

WITNESS: We thought we would provide a kind of a record of that harassment as well as harassment
of other journalists during that period who were trying to cover these stories. This involved journalists
being harassed right inside their newspapers and as well as out in the field. We set about gathering
statements. We also had good contacts with people who were working in the UDF, the End Conscription
Campaign, the Black Sash, etcetera. We, over a period of three days, have gathered 20 statement from
these sorts of people from all over the world, from London, Hong Kong, Canada, people who have left
South Africa and they are incredible record of harassment that was not perhaps as extreme as some of
the stuff you have heard here, but which was non the less vicious and malevolent. I also dugged up a
few photographs which reminded me of that period. The one I thought would struck home for me was
M C Mpanda whom I photographed after he was attacked in Uitenhage by the gillanties. It is a very
disturbing picture.

 

Information lost due to changing of cassettes. ...particularly Lieutenant Carl Edward, his brother Lloyd
Edwards, Richard John Rademan, Major Roelofse, there are a couple of... there are the names. We also
hoped to have presented a statement from Molly Blackburn's husband, but that has not come forward.
For that I think I will hand over these statements and they can be for your record and for your
information.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for handing over this. Could I just check whether there are
any questions from the panel?

(?): Mike, the mass media have been the object of attack from the left as well as from the right. I do not
know whether that has been your experience. You will recall that yesterday part of General Holomisa's
input was that some mass media were being used in order to carry the propaganda of the government of
the day and I would like to know what your comment is on that.

WITNESS: I would like to talk about the period if I may, the 1980's. It is clear from these statement that
the Security Police had very easy excess to Newspaper House and various other newspapers, but the one
I am recording is Newspaper House. Lieutenant Edwards was seen often strolling through the Eastern
Province Herald corridors and Evening Post corridors seemingly at whim.

 

My editor, Neville Woudtberg, who is still the editor, soon as I began writing about the schools boycott,
called me in and told me that under no circumstances will I be allowed to report on Black people... Well,
he said on political matters, sorry. I asked, "Does it mean that I cannot interview Black people
anymore?" He said, "Yes". Soon after that the Security Police, I was told by the news editor, had been
on to him telling him that I was a UDF radical and activist. I was called in again told that I was being
sent out of the newsroom to the Sports Department where I worked under the Eastern Province rugby
coach and I did not last long there. There are other testimonies there from other journalists like Joanne



Becker, Gavin Adams, about the similar kinds of pressure that were placed on their editors. Sometimes
Kosie Viviers was sympathetic but then later on predestined and cold, some of the journalists say. I
think that is symptomatic of the kinds of orchestration that I think Carl Edwards was carrying on
behind the scenes. There are also other testimonies slightly off the point of journalists being beaten in
car parks in Port Elizabeth, Peter Dickson of the Herald, being smashed in the face and dragged off his
flat presumably to be murdered by suspected CCV agents in Port Elizabeth. These are the kinds of
things that I experienced that we know about.

 

(?): As I understand you, the context, in fact the whole tender of your testimony is that in the period
covered by the Act journalists were usually preyed to a minefield of laws and harassments that made
journalism a huge occupational hazard. Would I be correct in summing up the tender of your evidence
as being that?

WITNESS: Yes, there were very severe legal restraints. It just was a question of how far would you go to
break them because those laws were there to sensor a huge event, a huge upheaval, massive repression,
etcetera. So editors were ethically bound to try and get around those laws. They were not just laws and it
is a question of how far did they go.

(?): But do you agree that it was not only editors but also ordinary journalists? Peter Hani was one of
those people who was incarcerated for instance in the Transkei, not so?

WITNESS: Sure.

(?): Tony Head was masers from publishing these sort of things. Donald Ludes, Percy Qoboza. You
yourself were detained. Were you not?

 

 

 

WITNESS: Yes, I was detained for 83 days. We were attending a gathering of concerned White people
of Port Elizabeth when the second State of Emergency was declared at a branch, people are named,
came bursting in, they threw us in their cars. They were aesthetic. They were so exited. They drove us
off to Algoa Park Police Station where I think one of the most horrific scenes greeted us. Long rows of
people just whipped of the streets being shouted at, processed, etcetera. The thing took 83 days in which
I landed up being held at Louis Le Grange square for 20 days. It was only after I went on a hunger
strike and became very ill and a doctor saved me. I would like to put on record that the district surgeon,
Dr Krige, did not tolerate the Security Police's attitude and invasion of my rights at that stage and he
threw them out. He admitted me to hospital after I had a very severe asthma attack and I felt that I was
going to die.

(?): Even though you were released, for two days you were restricted, were you not?

WITNESS: Yes, they banned me in terms of the Emergency Regulations, but we decided to ignore the



ban. We did not think it was justified obviously and we just ignored it. We started up the agency again
and we carried on reporting.

(?): Did it affect your work as a journalist in some ways?

WITNESS: It did. I kept a more of a low profile. I news edited. I sat in the newsroom. I sub-edited. I
was working with free lance journalists from the townships, people like Mbulelo, Linda, Chris Kwazi
and those kind of people. They did a lot of the reporting. Just for a while. I did the job for a year and I
eventually left. The Security Police, Richard Rademan, had threatened to kill me if I did not leave Port
Elizabeth. While I was in detention he delivered this threat and I stayed afterwards for a year.

(?): Did you ever find that the restrictions that were placed by Section 205 of the Criminal Procedure
Act where you were being compelled to reveal your resources that that was one other way in which
those reporters who were reporting violations of human rights were being targeted?

WITNESS: I think a whole range of laws were used against journalists, but I never experienced that. I
think the police just decided to throw me in jail rather.

(?): Yes, but the newspaper community, as far as you know, will find that particular piece of legislation
harrowing and hampering?

WITNESS: Yes, I think editors would preferred not to run a story than to even contemplate going
before the law. Kosie Viviers was an exception, the Eastern Province Herald editor.

He did actually take a stance and had to go through long and legal procedures. He played it to the hill I
think as far as he could, but at times I think he failed. Whereas on the other hand Neville Woudtberg
was a frightened White editor who would do run the police version first. I would like to put on record
here that the Langa shooting when it first took place I was in the newsroom of the Eastern Province
Herald the editor, the stories of the shootings were being phoned into the newspaper and Woudtberg, I
was told by the news editor, Cliff Voster, who was very agitated, bluntly refused to run the story about
the police version. When that story came through it ran under the headline I think something along the
line that stones fell like raindrops and alleging that people had forced the police to shoot. That was a
constant theme of the police propaganda at the time was that some of the police had had to do what they
have done whereas in fact Judge Kannemeyer did find that only one stone was found. That was an
appalling editorial decision.

(?): As a group of people, how did you find the judiciary?

WITNESS: In my case they upheld our detention. I think the Judges found themselves totally restricted
by the laws but I see there are debates about judiciary these days and I welcome more Black Judges
being put on the bench to ensure that these kinds of situations does not happen again.

(?): But at that time were you of the view that they could have done more to assist journalists in
exposition of gross violations of human rights than they were prepared to go?

WITNESS: Perhaps. I am not legal expert on these things.

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS



(?): Chairperson, on behalf of the Commission I would like to thank Mr Louw for presenting us with
not only a narrative history but also a pictorial history of the East Cape News Agencies reports at the
time. It is not secret that during the time of the struggle the media in South Africa colluded with the
State in frequently misrepresenting stories. In fact, the international community frequently received
news that reflected Black people as killing one another. As reporting what was presented by Mr
Holomisa yesterday as strikes between tribes of Black people and presenting us as ignorant, blood
thirsty people. I think it is to be commented that you and those other journalists who, I dare say like
fools who, [Inaudible...] wisemen, did not and took chances to report these stories. In fact, let me
observe that White South Africans today say they either did not know what was happening in their own
country or did not know the full extent of the human rights violations.

 

 

I think it is impart because the media did not present the information wholly so that all South Africans
as well as the international world ought to know what was happening. In fact when the media began to
change its direction around the late 80's and the 90's, and that the international world was beginning to
see the truth about what was happening in South Africa. There were significant changes in the reaction
of the international world itself. We know the reaction on the sanctions, diversement and other
strategies. Perhaps we need to also examine the role of editors and chief editors during the struggle
when young journalists collected stories and those stories were sort of snuffed out internally and
delegated as not important to the community. I think what was said was that when White people were
the victims of the violence that those stories were fully covered in the papers thus giving a very warped
presentation of what was happening in South Africa.

To you, sir, and the other journalists whom you represent, I know I speak for the Commission when I
say we commend you. It is important for you to continue this work so that we get as honest, as complete
and as truthful narrative and pictorial history of the South African struggle. Thank you very much, sir.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

CHAIRPERSON: We call Nombulelo Carefree Mani. Please settle down. Could you please close the
doors. Mrs Mani is ready to give evidence. Welcome, Mrs Mani. It has been a long day and apart from
being tired it has also been an emotional day. We wish to ask our visiting committee member, Joyce
Seroge, to lead the questions on behalf of the Commission.

Mr N C MANI D.S.S.

Ms J SEROGE: Good afternoon Mrs Nombulelo Carefree Mani. It has been a long time for you to wait
because you are the last one today. I hope that you understand the situation that we have to go through.
I hope that you still have the interest in telling us your story regarding your daughter.

WITNESS: Thank you.



Ms J SEROGE: Are you Nombulelo Carefree Mani? Do you stay at 3 Mhlanga Street, Gxaki?

WITNESS: Yes, that is correct.

Ms J SEROGE: Are you Thozama Fibi Mani's mother?

WITNESS: Yes.

Ms J SEROGE: Please tell us everything that happened to your daughter just before she was killed on
10 December 1987.

 

WITNESS: Thank you, Chairperson. I am going to start where I want to start. Unfortunately I will not
be able to start with Thozama's story because this is my very first time for me to be given the opportunity
to talk about this and cry about it. I would like to start here in front of this Commission if that will not
disturb you. If you give me that permission, thank you very much.

 

My name is Nombulelo Mani. I was born in Korsten. My father is Luthuli Mani. He was very much
involved in politics. Our father used to tell us about politics especially the volunteers who are now called
marshals. Now you can imagine when you are born in a house that is so politicised. Even in your own
lives you would leave exactly the same way as you used to leave with your parents. Thozama was killed
by the boere. I still have wounds of the apartheid era which I am so happy today to tell you. Please bear
with me.

 

The first person to die who was killed because of the apartheid period was Mtimkulu in 1985. He was a
journalist in Johannesburg. He used to work for World. He was stabbed by people who were sent by
Charles Sebe. The funeral was on 7 January 1966 and the MC was Besi Gqoboza, he used to work at
the Herald.

Because we were not so many at home, we were only three, I tried for him to be buried in
Johannesburg. That was my first wound. Because I was the one who was taking care of all this I tried
not to tell my parents. My brother was in King William's Town busy with the politics again. When we
came back in 1972 after burying my brother we saw policemen who had clothes which had blood stains.
We were told that my uncle was being brought back who had been killed at Robben Island in 1972.

 

The third instant, in 1980 my youngest brother, Mgcini, was also shot by boere at Daku. That was the
time of the unrest. That was the time when busses used to be thrown stones at. He was knocked down by
a bus and his brains were scattered on the ground. The things that the boere used to do at the time were
quite painful. I still have those feelings inside of me.

 



When I am talking about Thozama the wound is very deep in me. In 1980 I found myself reporting.
Now I started being a journalist. I was now a reporter of the Evening Post. I started during November,
the Guy Fox day. I was from work at that time. I used to feel quite hurt when I used to see small
children being shot at.

Children would just be playing Guy Fox, just burning tyres in a playful manner. I took a letter to Trevor
because I was very angry because of the children who were killed just for playing around in the streets.
I wrote a story and I took it to the Evening Post. Fortunately or unfortunately the person who was there
at that time was Trevor Bisseker who was very impressed. He wanted me to keep on writing. At the time
when the journalists were not allowed to go into the townships funerals turned out at that time to be
mass funerals because they as Whites were not allowed to come to the townships. I was then used to go
into the townships. At that time there was an organisation by students called PESCO. That time is was
not COSAS yet. I am sure now that these students were taken up. I used to take reports for the Evening
Post for people like Andile Yawa, Bantjie Klaas, Mzolisi, Nontlokwana, some of these kids went abroad.
I was doing a clerical job at that time but in the evening I would take some stories because I did not
want the people to see what I was actually doing. Nobody trusted me at that time. On days when they
would go to meetings Thozama was 15 years old. If you would report the story exactly the story as it was
the youth would like you very much. At that time Jimmy Matyu was overseas. He was on accumulative
leave for three months.

 

Trevor Bisseker asked me to report for the Evening Post and they were impressed by the work that I did.

 

Another meeting which was held here at Centenary before Centenary was this beautiful students were
complaining that they wanted this kind of education that exists today. When I was just about singing a
song, my daughter, I looked at her, my daughter, Thozama, when we started to sing this song,
"Mhlazibuyayo" which means "When they are coming back", I looked at her. Even the way she sang
this song I could see that she was not here. That was the time she was beginning to be aware of politics.

 

When we come to her death, I am trying to tell the history of the politics that came to affect Thozama,
my daughter. At the time Thozama was doing Std 9 or 8 when she was 15. She went to Vista University
in 1985. Because at home it was only myself, Thozama and my mother, most of the people were dead by
that time, it looked like we would not be able to give her money for education. She had to go and find
work. She found a clerical job in 1987. Mrs Fawa helped me out and I am very grateful to her. At that
time Thozama was going to do her second year at UCT.

She got a job as a clerk. She came back saying, "Sisi, I was told that I was going to get a bursary." She
was everything to me. She was my daughter, she was my sister, she was my friend, she was my advisor
as well. She was very brilliant and she was very beautiful. She was a very kind person. She was a peace-
loving person. When I say she was advisor, sometimes she wound, when I usually blow my top, she
would not answer me. She would just say, "Sisi, Koliswa was here." My mother then says, "You mean
that one who did not borrow me money yesterday?" I would just say, "She said she missed you a lot."



What I am trying to say to you is that I learnt a lot from her.

 

Coming to her death. Thozama had an affair with Mzolisi Dyasi when this happened. It is the incident
that Dr Maqina was quoting. Because they did not know it Thozama met the cadres through Mzolisi.
The boere arrested Mzolisi but were actually looking for the cadre. They tortured Mzolisi in prisons.
They found some information that the real person who would know everything would be Thozama.
They got this information through bribery. Thozama was given half day off on that day. When I came
back on that day I found that she had been here and she was cooking but she was not in. So I thought
maybe she is not far off.

When it was in the afternoon, when it became early evening, I wondered what happened to Thozama.
We slept without Thozama.

 

The following morning I went to work and I thought this is not like Thozama. At that time she was quite
exited about the job she got. I went to work. I met one of my colleagues. Her name is Nomtu Luzipho. I
told her about my worry. I said, "Nomtu, I do not know what happened to my child." I did not have a
car at that time. Nomtu had a car at that time. She knew what kind of people we were at home. Then we
went to Le Grange. When we got there she was not there. Then we went to Mzolisi and we were told that
she was not there either. We went up and down for about three weeks, going to Le Grange for so many
times and we were told she is not there. On the third week, now it was during the week, when I got
home, because I used to just come in at home at any time during the day, I saw Thozama. She was very
pale and she was very nervous. She was a bit dirty. She was not the Thozama we used to know. I asked,
"Where are you from?" She said, "Please Mama, come over here. I am from Le Grange." Quickly she
briefed me. She showed me marks on her wrists, that is where they put electricity on her wrist, the
torture she had gone through.

 

She told me that she had to go and hide because the policemen were coming back again. She told me
that she did not want the policemen to find her at home. I said, "No, do not go." Then she told me, "No,
Sisi, I have to go." I gave her a photo of a person who usually pray for us. I said, "Go my child, I am
going to pray for you." I gave her money. She took a few clothes and she left. She used to come back to
me but she would not go to work. She would just come home, take a few clothes and leave again. At that
time they used to call this "scattering".

 

Three weeks later when we were still asleep I was with my mother, she is very old, my mother is
suffering from high blood pressure, at that time it was not so serious. While I was still asleep I heard the
shattering of windows, the breaking down of doors. My mother asked, "What is going on?" It was
around midnight or 01h00. We were still staying at Kwazakhele at that time. When I looked out I could
see that all the doors were broken. I was still in my pyjamas then. I do not usually show my emotions
immediately. I have what is called a delayed response. They blinded me with a torch. I said to him,



"Look, just switch on. Just behind you there is a switch, you can just witch it on." I said that in English.
"Just behind you there is a plug. Just switch on the plug and do not use the torch."

I had electricity though in Kwazakhele there was no electricity amongst these other houses. There were
more than 30 boere in the house. They were wearing soldiers attire. It was only after they had left that I
started to respond to this shock. My shock started at that time. I had a large poster of a freedom charter
but it was hidden under my bed. They said to me they were looking for Thobeka. I said, "No, it is not
Thobeka, it is Thozama." I said, "The person who lives here is Thozama and she is my daughter. She
has been at Le Grange. She has been there and has not come back." We argued. I said, "I am supposed
to be the one who is supposed to come to you and look for her, from you." They did not search much,
but they thought I am innocent. After they left I took that freedom charter and everything else that was
written ANC on it and I burnt everything.

 

Thozama arrived the following day at the time she estimated that I would be at the house. I told her
what happened the previous night. She packed everything that was hers. Then I said I was going to
arrange for her to get money from me. I made these arrangements through my friend. I do not know if
Koliswa is here in this house, but the part that she played during that time, during the illness and
torture of my child, was enormous.

Koliswa Skweyiya used to own that shop which is now called "Pink Huis" at Zwede. When this started it
was around July 1987. By now I was already used to it, but that was just the first visit of these boere.
only two days would skip and they would come back again and ask for her and I would say that she is
not back yet. Later they realised I was lying. Even now my door, we had to fix that door so many times
because when they came they would just break the doors. Whenever they came in they would make this
noise on my window and knock consistently on my window until the morning. Sometime they would
through in something that would make me cough. I would tell my mother not to make any kind of noise
so that they would not know that we were inside. My mother then got sick. She could not see anymore.
She was now diagnosed to have diabetes. At time I still had to work. I was an insurance broker at that
time. Even though I did not have a car I would go and see my mother in hospital and I would go back
and sleep in this house that I am so afraid of. I was so afraid that these boere would come and find me
alone. Nobody would let me sleep in their houses. I was so isolated at that time. I had no one to turn to
in that whole street. The person who had just said here somebody used to switch off electricity in a
certain area was telling the truth. I left Kwazakhele.

 

Now trying to make this story short, they harassed me for so long. Sometimes they would continue
knocking consistently on the glass for a whole night until the morning. They would put something
through. One friend, I can still remember, I used to say to her, "I do not want to go back to my house
because I was so scared." I would pretend as if I do not want to go out when it was so late and yet I was
just afraid of my house. Eventually I would go back to my house because I was even afraid that they
would rape me. I had one wish that something which was going to shut this thing up and close
everything up. I had that wish. My daughter was so strong. I was just trying to think about my daughter,
the well-being of my daughter. I tried to give her money through Koliswa.



 

During some time in August one of my cousins, she was a daughter to my mother's sister, I was told
now that Nombulelo was a go between myself and my daughter. I said, "Why can I not send money to
Thozama?" We were both Nombulelo. Nombulelo is working at SANDF at that moment. Thozama used
to write to me. I remember those boere arrived once when Thozama had written me a letter. In that
letter she used to tell me what she had bought for herself.

 

CHAIRPERSON: Please let me interrupt you, I am sorry. Can I interrupt you? Please switch off your
microphone. Brothers and sisters, please settle down. Can we have silence please. The noise we can
hear from down there can it please subside. We request that if there is somebody in the witness stand
that nobody must stand up and walk up and down. Thank you.

WITNESS: They said Nombulelo was the one who used to help them a lot, but I did not believe that at
all. I had this premonition that there was something that was going on. I am not telling you that I was
right at that time but she had things that made me suspicious. Even today I am still suspicious. I
continued giving Koliswa R100,00 so that she could take it to my daughter. On these days when I would
go and give them money there would be a hippo standing right opposite Koliswa's shop. Opposite
Koliswa's house was a place called Nosisi, I would know that this hippo was looking at me but I would
not get out of the taxi right in front of the shop. I would just pretend as if I am sending the money with a
child to the shop. During all that time I was thinking of my daughter. My mother was having operations
at that time in the hospital. She could not get proper operations at that time especially immediately
because her diabetes at that time was quite high.

 

This letter she wrote just before the boere came my daughter told me that she had called Mama. "Please
tell Mama that I am alright." She used to be quite concerned about my mother. My mother used to ask
when she was coming back. I used to say that my daughter is coming back soon. Then I would try and
collect some money so that she could skip the country but I could not. One of Mzolisi's brothers used to
go and stay with Thozama just to accompany her. He was just making things better for Thozama so that
she would not be alone.

 

On 10 December, no it was 4 December, Thozama wrote a strange letter to me. This letter said: "Dear
Sisi, I miss you so much. Where is Mama? How is Mama doing? I do not know what is going on with
me. Could you please pray for me? Please pray for me. I do not know the end of my life, how it will be.
Pray for me and I am also trying to pray for myself." That was now on 4 December and Thozama was
shot at dawn on 10 December. It was on a Friday when I got the news, but I could not even cry until the
boere came because I did not want them to see me like that. I was lucky because these boere did not do
anything drastic to me.

 



 

Thozama died on Friday and then on Monday, by Monday people knew about this but they could not
come to me to comfort me. People who came to me very early on that Friday were Koliswa Skweyiya
who is my friend and Nosisi...

[Information lost due to changing of cassettes]

WITNESS: ...at Veeplaas. They said to me, "The amazing thing was the way there were shootings. The
noise of the shootings was like there was thunder." They said to me that during this process of the
shootings Nombulelo had clothes with her. They said to her, "Where are you from? How did you
survive these shootings?" She said no she was from her boy friend. Then they asked, "Why are you
here?" Then she said, "I am here to tell you that Thozama is dead." Then they asked, "So why are you
here?" Nosisi, the first one who was told, said, this man who was reporting about the death of my
daughter, it was not like he was talking about a person. It is even worse if this person who was talking
about the death is a relative. Nombulelo was a relative to Thozama. When they came to my house it was
around 16h00, 18h00 or 15h00. That day I could not sleep. When they came to my house I was sitting
up. I said, "Why do you come at this time? Is Thozama dead?" They said, "No, there has been an
accident." I said, "What kind of accident? Is Thozama dead?"

They said, "No, we do not know what really happened, but in that area where she is there has been
shootings." I said, "Who told you this?" They said, "We heard this from Nombulelo." They then told
me the story. They said, "There is also a survivor. That person has gone to hospital." That was on 10
December 1987. So I asked, "Where is that Nombulelo?" They said, "No, they turned her back because
they could not be with her because they suspected that the boere knew her, they have already seen her
because of the clothes she had on." It is not easy to believe that your own daughter had died. I refused
to believe that my daughter was dead so I thought that the one who survived is my daughter. I though
Thozama was the one who was in hospital. I simply refused to tell myself that Thozama was dead.

 

Around 08h00 Nombulelo broke the news to me, very coldly, saying that Thozama is dead. She was with
another girl. I said to her, "No, my daughter is not dead." Then she said, "Just tell her." So I said,
"What must she tell me? Tell me what you saw." Then this other person came to me saying, "We saw
Thozama being kicked by the boere. The boere said, this is the one who said she does know anything
about this." The same day we could not go anywhere. I am sorry to call them boere because this is how
I usually call them.

They arrived on Monday around 10h00. They asked me to go and identify a body and that they think
this body is Thozama's. My uncle went there, the late Reverend Ngcogco. That was the only time we
were able to cry openly because we were now formally told. He said to me, "Nombulelo, the only
consolation I can give you about Thozama, Thozama looks in tact. She does not even have a single
scratch." During the shootings they bulldozed their shack. Some of the people could not be identified
but because of God's mercy and our ancestors' mercy Thozama had only one bullet hole which was
through her heart. They did not give us the body. They came to me on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday. On the Wednesday the boere refused to give us her body. When we went to the Legal
Resources Centre I met a lawyer, Pienaar. We got Thozama's body on Friday and we buried her on



Saturday. When we received the body I went to our Reverend on Sunday. That Reverend was already
quite an old man. I could not believe the things he said. Reverend Hoba said to me, "How can I bury a
person who had died like that?" I got weak. I could not even cry. I was with Nobenguni Magwaca at
that time. Nobenguni Magwaca was my colleague. She had a car. It was on a Friday and I knew that my
daughter had to be buried. I could not even cry.

 

My mother was watching my mouth because I was had to cry she would cry as well so I had to keep
calm for my mother's sake. I decided for myself that I was going to bury my daughter. We went to the
Presbyterian Church. I went to see Tshitshi Watson. There was a Damasa meeting at the church's
premises. Tshitshi apparently had already heard about this. He said to me, "Do you have a problem?" I
told him that I do not know who is going to bury my daughter but I wanted a Reverend to bury my
daughter. Tshitshi came back with Reverend Xundu. I told Reverend Xundu, at that time it was around
13h00. Xundu called Reverend Phatsha. Reverend Phatsha took our Kwazakhele address. It was very
difficult at that time.

 

When we got home around 13h15, at 13h30 three policemen in three Skyline cars arrived at my place. I
went to Struandale. Each time the policemen would visit you they would harass you mad. I spoke to
Strydom, I do not even know his rank, they told me not to bury the following day. I said to them, "I am
going to bury my daughter whether you like it or not." They said I should bury my daughter in the
middle of the week. At that time I just answered him. I did not even care. I buried my daughter on a
Saturday.

 

Reverend Phatsha could not bury my daughter because Reverend Phatsha went to Reverend Hoba to get
permission. Reverend Hoba said he was going to bury my daughter himself. He just came to me and just
passed and said he was not going to bury my daughter because no daughter is dead who looks like that.

 

Even after the funeral I was still harassed by the boere until 1989. During this time they were looking
for Nombulelo and they were asking me about Nombulelo. I remember one time when I was so angry,
Thozama at that time was already dead and they were telling me where Nombulelo was. Nombulelo
skipped the country. I have never seen her again. The last time I saw her was the day that she told me
that my daughter was dead. I would like to ask the Commission to find out where she is. Maybe she can
tell me this frustration of these boere. I do not know the names of these boere. I am sure Dr Maqina
knows them better. There is one detective, his name is Kwephi, I think. I think he was the one. They
used to come with him. For me to have a little peace of mind I went to stay at Kwamagxaki. That is the
end of my story.

 

 



Ms J SEROGE: Nombulelo, I would like to take you back a little. You said during the time when
Thozama was arrested and came back she had scars. Did she tell you what caused those scars?

WITNESS: Yes, she told me through the letters. She said that she had been tortured. She said that she
was being tortured by electric shock but she did not tell me in full detail because we did not have a long
time together so that she could tell me all these details. She just told me these things in a letter. We
could not talk face to face after she came back.

Ms J SEROGE: You said you have been harassed by police. They were breaking your doors, kicking
your doors. Do you know the names of these police who used to harass you?

WITNESS: They used to come in in large numbers. These are the policemen that I am telling you that I
do not know. Maybe Skwebu who was one of these policemen, he was a Black one, maybe they would
know. Even Dr Maqina mentioned this case even though he did not know all the details.

Ms J SEROGE: Again you said this Nombulelo even though you were a relative to her...

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: I am sorry, can I please interrupt you. Could all those people who want to leave
please leave now so that we can close the doors and continue. We need to respect the witness. Can we
now please continue. Can we now please close the doors. Thank you very much.

Ms J SEROGE: This Nombulelo you have mentioned, you said there were things that she was
suspicious about. What are these things you did not really trust in her?

WITNESS: Sometimes when I took money to her, because she was the one I used to use to take money
to my daughter, on this day she would go to Koliswa and say that she was going to take the money at a
certain time. When I went to her on this day there was this yellow mellow standing in front of her place.
Every day when I would take the money to her I would get off the taxi at another street. Whenever we
had an appointment with her for me to go and give her the money there would be this yellow mellow
standing in front of her house.

Ms J SEROGE: In your statement you mentioned Tando Matsitsibana's names saying that she was one
of the survivors during the shootings. Did she tell you the reasons why there were those shootings?
What were the events that led to these shootings?

 

WITNESS: In the place where they used to stay they had a shack in Tando Matsitsibana's premises. In
her statement, the statement that she submitted, there are incidents mentioned before the arrival of these
police. She said a lot of things because she was there, but I am going to mention a few things. On one
particular night, it was around 16h00, Nombulelo had told them to take a walk. It was Nombulelo and
another child they were together with. After a short distance they saw a casper that belonged to the
soldiers. Then she said that they should just turn back. So they did. At that time they did not suspect
anything. She did not say what was happening. She just told the incidents that made a person to be



suspicious. During that night of that same evening her shack was as close to Thandiwe's shack just like
these glasses. This is the road from the township. The policemen could not use another route other than
this route. You know in a shack area if there is a big vehicle you could easily hear when it is
approaching, but there were other people who were on foot, they had torches in their hands. At the time
when they were taking a walk, when they were coming back, that casper was still moving and they went
into their own shack. As you know shacks are very close to each other. They saw two people with
torches. They started in their shack. They kicked the door and it was open. They blinded her with a
torch then after that they just left her like that.

Then one of these big caspers approached and that was the beginning of the shootings.

Ms J SEROGE: Do you have any requests regarding this case of your daughter to the Commission?

WITNESS: Yes, I do have some requests. The first one is, since the beginning of the existence of this
TRC... First let me take you back. There was an inquest but I was never called. I only heard about it
when I saw Mketi's father. He said he wanted to come and see me because he came to this case. He was
with one of my friends who worked in Stellenbosch. I was very shocked. He said to me that he was going
to see me at this inquest. I told him that I was never told about any inquest. At that time it was already
too late because the inquest was over. I would like to know who killed Thozama. I wanted to know at
that time why Thozama was killed. I did not even have a death certificate at that time. I then opened a
case.

Ms J SEROGE: Who was your lawyer at that time?

WITNESS: First I started with Mr Majodina. He wrote some transcripts which had nothing to do with
Thozama. It was written in Afrikaans but Thozama was not mentioned at all in these transcripts. I was
so curious because I wanted to find out who they were going to mention as Thozama's killer.

After that he did not proceed with the case. He just said to me that he was busy. I ended up taking Boyi
Mkalipi's suggestion who said I must contact Husain. It was now Husain who took the case. I gave
statement. I even arranged for video cassettes. I also submitted newspaper clippings. I told him
everything about the funeral. I submitted everything to him. I would really want to know how my
daughter died. Why was she shot? Because when I said this to the police they would say to me that they
did not do anything. They wanted to know where is this Mkada they were looking for.

 

Secondly, I need protection from the Commission where I live. My premises is not even fenced so I am
not safe at all.

 

Thirdly, I am this old. I am an old woman. According to the Xhosa tradition, if you have a child you
know that on a certain day when you have no energy at all you know that if your child was as old as
Thozama, Thozama was 23 years old, you know that you will not go poor, you will not go hungry
because you have a child who can support you. At the moment I do not have anyone else who can
support. I have absolutely no one I can turn to. I do need therefore financial help.



APPLAUSE

WITNESS: I have another request. I would like to request the Commission, I know there are many
people like me whose children died, whose husbands died, who are so poor they do not even have bus
fair to go and give their statements and evidence where they are supposed to which means that people
are struggling. During the time of this whole sacrifice during this struggle, we were not expecting
anything at that time, but now things are very difficult. People have no husbands. When you go around
the township like I do trying to sell this and that, things like fruit, etcetera, you know that you are
hungry but if you look at your neighbour you see that they are poorer than you are. Mr and Mrs Meyer
died in a very poor state. Even your worries can kill you. What I am trying to come to is, if the TRC can
please try and speed up thing it must bear in mind that we have no husbands, we have no children, we
have no energy, we are hungry.

APPLAUSE

Ms J SEROGE: Nombulelo, we thank you. We have heard your requests, but let me just remind you
about something. We are the Commission are only going to recommend at the end of all this to the
government. It will not be us who will actually give you something, but we have heard your requests and
we will take them very seriously.

 

WITNESS: Sorry, there is just one last request I would like to make. I personally as a victim would be
happy, I know that there are so many victims here in Port Elizabeth, I think if there could be some kind
of recognition of all the victims of the apartheid, is there anything that you as the Commission, get some
advise if you may, is there anything that you as the Commission, I am going to repeat something which
I have already said now, Port Elizabeth people's assets have been destroyed. There must be some kind of
communication between you and the victims and hear their grievances because you will be killing the
struggle here in Port Elizabeth. And Port Elizabeth is the nucleus of the struggle.

APPLAUSE

WITNESS: Thank you, I am now going to hand over to...

(?): Mrs Mani, I am going to ask you a very sensitive question. You do not need to answer it. In your
statement you said Thozama, and I quote, "She was completely at her with end and frightened out of
her mind. She was in continent of everything." Is that correct?

[Information lost due to recording]

(?): Did she tell you at all what might have frightened her so much, but more especially as a woman, do
you have any idea what caused her incontinence all around?

 

WITNESS: Thozama talked to me. We talked through her letters and there were times wherever she was
she would take a chance and phone me. Her fear, number one, she never wanted to be a fell out. That is
why she was prepared to die. She knew that she did know the end of her life, but she did not want to be



informed, come what may. Secondly, when she started to be ill, she started being ill after she was
harassed and frustrated by the police. After she was bitterly tortured by the police, now you must
remember that she was my only daughter, she was a very delicate girl, she was just a nervous wrack
because to her that was very new even though she cared about politics, but she did not anticipate the
torture by the police.

(?): Mrs Mani, you have done something wonderful. There is a tendency to think about men as having
gone through this torturous period and the stories of women have not been surfaced and told. We know
that there was a special breed of torture for women. Women were raped. Women were not given the
toiletries they needed during menstruation. Women were beaten and psychologically sort of dismantled
by the police. We have not heard those stories yet and I think your coming here to describe what your
daughter went through, and I hope that is an encouragement to other women who went through this, to
come before the Commission to talk about it.

 

There is also another section of victims and perhaps survivors of women who have presented stories
about their husbands, their sons and their daughters who have not focused on the harassment, the
psychological breakdown and torture that happened to them, because women tend to say that is
secondary, their families comes first. I think it is very important that as the women describe what has
happened to their husbands, their sons, their daughters, that also they give testimony to what happened
to them. South Africa, I do not know if you are aware that there is a high incidence of diabetes and high
blood pressure among the women who have gone through the torture, the women whose husbands were
tortured, the women whose children were tortured. Two psychiatrists, Cobbs and Grea, in their book
"Black Rage", observe that the torture and the rage that people feel affects them significantly. We have
yet as South Africans to determine what happens physically, not just psychologically, physically, to the
people who are enraged by what has happened to them.

 

Again I would like to thank you, not only for speaking on behalf of your daughter and presenting the
story of your daughter, but for representing all the women dead and alive who also paid the ultimate
price for our freedom. Thank you.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Ladies and gentlemen, we are getting worried now. It is getting dark outside. We are
getting worried about the security of this building. We have requested that two cases that were supposed
to be heard today, we had to postpone them. We thank the people who have co-operated with us on that
one. We would have loved that these hearings could be over today. I would like us to call the last
witness. When the witness is coming up on stage, those who want to go out can leave so that we can be
able to close the doors. Thank you.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We call Olive Mpahlwa. Those who want to leave can please do so quickly so that we can close the
doors. Those people who are deciding to leave please leave because we are going to close the doors at
any time. Thank you. We are now going to close the doors. Could you please be seated. Please calm now
and settle down. We are going to close the doors. We have to finish up. I will give you 30 seconds. Mrs
Mpahlwa, welcome.

Mrs O N MPAHLWA D.S.S.

(?): Nokwanda, we thank you for your patience, for waiting until it is this dark. We know that you are
not quite well, but I am going to let you speak freely after you have confirmed your names, that your
name is Olive Nokwanda Mpahlwa who was born at Idutywa at a place that we used to know as
Transkei? The evidence that we have here in front of me is about Monwabisi Mbeki who was born on 8
October 1959 who disappeared in 1981. Could you please continue. Please tell us who was Monwabisi.

WITNESS: Thank you. Because I know that I am not so good at recalling history I wrote down even
though you do have the statement in front of you. [Information lost due to recording] ...elaborating a
piece of statement than you have in front of you.

(?): Please feel free to read it.

WITNESS: It is the same version as yours. My name if Olive Nokwanda Veliswa Mpahlwa. I received
my primary eduction in Idutywa and further eduction outside my home town. Our family house was +/-
3kms away Mbeki's. When I say the Mbeki's I am talking about the Mbeki's. The Mbeki's ran a general
dealer store which I visited quite often. Our families were very close especially our fathers. Almost daily
one of us, I must say on my right hand side sits my sister. One of us had to go to the shop to fetch the
Daily Dispatch for my father after Mr Mbeki had finished with it.

 



In 1959 whilst still at school I fell pregnant and I gave birth to a son whom I name Monwabisi Kwanda
Mpahlwa. Most of you know what the name means. Monwabisi means "the one who makes you happy."
My parents took care of the child until he was about 8 - 10 years old and I was sent to further my
education. After consulting with me which I considered a very great honour indeed, my father and I
agreed that Monwabisi should go and live with his paternal grandmother, Mrs Mbeki as requested by
the grandfather who at that time was at Robben Island serving live sentence. At this time Mrs Mbeki
was staying alone. The husband was in jail, the sons were in exile and the only daughter was living in
Cape Town.

 

I was nursing at that time at the Baragwanath Hospital during 1960 to 1964 and also in the other areas
in the Transvaal. In 1976 I took up a post with the Cradock Municipality. During this period I saw
Monwabisi regularly during school holidays. He also wrote to me regularly. He did exceptionally well at
school and was always in the top section with his marks. He was a mathematic wizard. He qualified in
welding and metal works at the Zwelethemba High School in King William's Town. Monwabisi last saw
his father when he was two years old. Not knowing him hurt him very badly especially when his friends
were visited by their fathers at boarding school. He complained bitterly to me about this. I even
remember one incident when he used to say his best friend used not to go to the diningroom because the
father was a businessman and he had enough money and he could not go to the diningroom to eat the
junk in the diningroom. So this was a very sore point with him because he did not know his father.
Although he applied for many jobs he could not get one due to racial discrimination. Three times he
was given a aptitude test at three different firms. Each time he passed the test brilliantly only told be told
that because he is black he could not be employed.

 

 

 

In 1980 Monwabisi spent his June school holidays with me in Cradock and that was the last time I ever
saw him. In 1981 his letters suddenly stopped. Letters I wrote to him stopped. I sent him a registered
letter which was returned to me. I am certain that he was involved with the ANC because he idolised his
father but we never spoke about politics. He idolised him to such an extent that one time somehow he
received a watch from his father which was inscribed with his name at that back. This was a very
beautiful watch, a complicated piece of stuff that I had not seen before, but it was not working. He gave
it to me and I tried everything to get it working. I took it to the best jewellers, I took it to the best places
in Johannesburg, Katz & Loerie, the best, but they could do nothing about it. I remember when I gave it
back to him and I told him that it could not work he just could not believe. The way he looked at me he
showed that... it seemed as if I did not know how much he was hurting inside. It showed I was not giving
enough. I was not aware of how much he idolised this person, his father.

 

During his disappearance I made no enquiries. This would surprise many people but of course if you
are a Black person you will know why. I sat very tight. I kept very quiet. I could not do it.



 

I knew how they were harassing his grandmother because of the sons having gone into exile. I just
could not. I just kept quiet and I left it at that, but I was hurting terribly. I really was petrified if I can
use that word. I suspected that there may be Security Police involvement in the matter. Why I said that
is because he told me that when he was introduced to others and at the mention of the name Mbeki,
which name he assumed when he went over to stay with them, there would be rising excitement which
he called by saying it differently...

[Information lost due to chaning of cassettes]

WITNESS: ...In 1990, after the release of Mr Mandela that I made tentative enquiries. I visited the
home of his school friend in Idutywa and spoke to his father enquiring about the whereabouts of his
son, Phumelelo. I am not so sure about the surname now. I think it is Rhulumente or Rhuluneli. At that
time Phumelelo was in London studying. Phumelelo referred me to another retainee also in Idutywa,
Gay Rhayile, who at first did not know who Kwando was until I said he was Phumelelo's friend.
Immediately I said this he jumped with excitement and asked if I meant Monwabisi, and you can
imagine, I was stunned. He had see Monwabisi and Phumelelo in exile in Tanzania. He himself went
into exile on or about 1985 and they were there before him.

 

Later in 1990 when I phoned Idutywa, that is Phumelelo's home, I was lucky to catch him at home but
he became very evasive when I asked him about Monwabisi saying that he last saw him in Europe and
of course they do not give the whereabouts of their colleagues if they do not wish so. He promised that
he would ask him to get in touch the next time he sees him which of course never happened.

 

In 1992 I spoke to Monwabisi's father telephonically and gave him the information I got from Gay and
Phumelelo and he promised that he would make enquiries about that and that I should keep in touch
with his father, that is Monwabisi's grandfather, as he was terribly busy. When I spoke to the
grandfather he was worried and deeply concerned to find Monwabisi. Monwabisi had often visited him
at Robben Island and they had a very good relationship. I made enquiries through the Port Elizabeth
offices of the ANC and believe that his grandfather did too. All that I got told was that they were
investigating through Shell House in Gauteng or that there were many who still had not returned from
exile. In the end that channel yielded nothing.

 

 

 

In 1994 Monwabisi's grandfather contacted me and said him and his younger son felt it was time to give
up the search and to have three members of the family declared dead. This included Monwabisi and I
do not think his father was consulted about this decision. I was aware that I was dealing with a faceless



monster here.

 

I employ you to put an end to our agony. Remember my name is Olive. I am not unforgiving. I have
already begun to extend an olive branch if only you should show yourself, meet me and maybe tell me
the story.

 

To the Truth Commission, with whom do I reconcile because I do not know what happened. I humbly
ask you to investigate what happened to my son. What happened in Tanzania. What happened in
Europe or maybe South Africa for that matter. What stood between him and his father who intercepted
him. I know his interest in the ANC was double proned to fight for deliberation struggle and meet his
father in exile. My son would never let me worry like this if he was alive. He was brilliant, he was
loving, he was considerate, he was my joy.

 

 

 

In my culture a main member assumes responsibility in the home. I had hoped that one day he would
take over from me. We would be a family. I would see my grandchildren...

(?): Please take a minute and try to calm yourself down.

WITNESS: I have suffered a lot of stress since his disappearance. I now suffer from a number of strain
related deceases. I am a diabetic, I am asthmatic, I am hypertensive as well as arthritic. I am on the
verge of leaving my work due to ill health. I am in a financial gloom as I have already been told that I
shall receive no monthly income when I leave my work. I am responsible for my late daughter's eight
year old son. I therefore further request the Commission to assist me in not only with the investigation
of my son's disappearance but financially as well as I already find it difficult to make ends meet. When I
come to this point I become terribly ashamed to make this request. I am a communist. I have visited a
number of homes. I know how much suffering my people go through. In fact, as I sit here I complain of
being in a financial gloom, but I know what situations there are in homes. When I walk into those
homes I sometimes feel I am almost a Queen as compared to their destitution. However, I cannot but
put this request to you because I know what things will be like.

 

I am 34 years in the nursing profession, but today, because of the apartheid laws, I am going to leave
the profession with no monthly income. Why, because whenever you left your job and start at a new
place you start at day one at the next place but the other people continued with their service. Today I am
only nine years old in the nursing profession and hence, according to the rules and regulations and the
whatever, I am not entitled to a monthly income. So when I do leave as I am in the process of being
boarded off work due to ill health I shall receive no income.



 

May I use this opportunity to thank my family, my friends as well as my brothers and sisters in Christ
for their support during the 16 year period of mourning because I have been mourning all along. A
special thanks to my Pastor who sits with me at the back there. He has been a tower of strength to me.
May God bless him. I wish to thank this Commission, in fact, I am thrilled that the government has set
up a structure like this for people like myself and many others to come forward and put their cases and
in fact the very fact that I have spoken today makes me feel better. Already I feel some weight off my
soldiers today. I have been weeping and crying for 16 years. I would dearly love to know what happened
to my child.

I would dearly love to know where he lies because I do not believe that he still lives, but I do not know
who is responsible for his disappearance. Thank you.

(?): Thank you very much, Nokwanda. I have two questions that I will ask at once. It is up to you, you
will choose if you want to answer these questions. If you want to do so please answer me. You said
somewhere at the beginning that your father's family is Mbeki's. Your son's family is Mbeki's. Please
explain to us who are these Mbeki's exactly and please tell us who is your son's father because we have
noticed that you talk about him so many times. It looks like his name is very important in this case but
you have not mentioned him. If you would like to answer this question please do so.

WITNESS: I refrain from answering the question.

(?): I did not hear you clearly, Nokwanda. Please repeat your answer so that everybody can hear.

WITNESS: When I talk about the Mbeki family I am talking about Gavin Mbeki's family. About the
second question, please I ask to refrain from answering that question.

(?): Thank you, Nokwanda.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions from the panel? Can you please settle down so that I can be
able to thank the witness.

Mrs Mpahlwa, thank you very much for coming here with the story of the disappearance of your son.
We can see the pain that you are in just like any other parent who has a son who has disappeared. You
are lucky because you have your sister next to you who, when you were crying, also cried with you. It is
obvious that you share this pain. Like all the cases that have been submitted to us we will do our utmost
best to find out what happened. If we can be able to get his bones we will bring them back to you. Thank
you for coming and thank you for your testimony and we hope that if your son is alive he will be
reunited with you. If he is dead we will bring the remains back to you and you will be able to bury them.
Thank you very much.

WITNESS IS EXCUSED

APPLAUSE

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON: Could you please settle down so that I can thank you and then we can go home. We
have now come to the end of the hearing in the Port Elizabeth district. I knew that because of the big
number of witnesses that we had we knew that when we close we would have a few people in this hall,
that is why I thanked you right at the beginning, thanking the way that the Port Elizabeth community
supported these hearings. [Information lost due to recording] ...which have been so well attended
throughout the country in all the hearings that we have had.

 

We thank the Port Elizabeth Mayor and his Town Council for giving us this Centenary Great Hall for
free saying that what we are doing is also their duty as well. We also thank the NGOs, the CBOs, the
church organisations from Port Elizabeth for all the help that they provided to us throughout the time
of preparation of this hearing. Most especial thanks goes to our witnesses those who came forward to
give their evidence and testimonies of their pain. Each one of them is very special. Lastly we thank you
for what I think has been the best behaviour I have seen in a crowd as large as this one. We salute you.

 

 

We announce that our next special hearing will be here in this house just like we have announced after
lunch. The next normal hearing will be in Umtata in the Transkei, from 18 to 20 June. I would like to
say that those people who said that Port Elizabeth has had the greatest contribution in our struggle, but
now even tiny villages in Transkei especially in the Pondo area, in Engcobo, Cofimvaba, people stood
up against the monster there, a monster, and they opposed it and they died for it. We have then to go
there and listen to their stories. Thank you very much. May God bless you all.

APPLAUSE

CHAIRPERSON: Just thank the press again for the very good coverage you have continued to give our
hearings and this one has been no exception. You have, in my opinion, reported us and covered the



stories of victims very well and thus helping to make this process a peoples process that people
participate even if they are not here in hearing the stories which have been covered. We thank you for
that. I think I must take questions.

(?): No microphone.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Maqina was not called today. We were aware of the anger generated by the
announcement that those who are mentioned in the testimony of Mrs Mtimkulu have again gone to
court to commission from hearing her evidence. In our opinion that generated a lot of anger in the
people whom I think you have witnessed. We thought that if we call in Mr Maqina that he testified in a
situation which was likely to be extremely hostile it would defeat the purpose of having a fair hearing
for him. We consulted with him. He was of one mind with us and we mutually agreed that it would not
be proper to take that hearing today. We will re-schedule it possibly for the next time we come around
here.

(?): No microphone.

CHAIRPERSON: We will have to consider that one very carefully. He may want to go to any other of
the hearings in the region or he may prefer to wait until it comes back to Port Elizabeth. There will be
hearings for instance in Transkei next month. There will be a hearing at a town next door here in
Uitenhage, Queenstown, etcetera. He may decide to go there or he may prefer to witness in his own
community here in Port Elizabeth.

(?): No microphone. ... situation with Van Rensburg... I understand the judgement is tomorrow to
explain exactly they want...

CHAIRPERSON: I am not sure of the exact details of the application. We received notification this
morning from our lawyer's office in Cape Town advising us that an application has been made seeking
to restrain the TRC from calling Mrs Mtimkulu to the podium. Originally we thought that we were to
call Mrs Mtimkulu not to mention the names but this morning we were informed that we are actually
being asked not to call her. I understand in the legal field when you know that the matter is already in
court you are supposed to respect the fact that it is in court and continue to act at that stage was going
to be considered to be unacceptable. So we were advised not to take it.

(?): No microphone.

CHAIRPERSON: XHOSA - No interpretation. I am not threatened my bringing where I come from.
You do not stop people by force. You actually talk to people and try and have the matter resolved. This is
exactly what we did and resolved the matter. I you are asking me whether we are going to have a tensed
security situation where we have buck-wire surrounding the Commission, keeping people out, at this
stage I do not know. At this stage I do not see the need for that.  I believe that people are reasonable.

(?): How tensed do you think the situation was today?

CHAIRPERSON: It was extremely tense. We required cool heads. There was a lot of anger, but we are
lucky to have a very clearly defined leadership in this area, incredible leadership. As soon as we sat
down with the leaders and put through our point of view reason prevailed. Otherwise I must say that



there was potential for disruption.

(?): No microphone.

CHAIRPERSON: Perhaps violence if we had handled it badly. If we had handled it badly it could have
led to violence, but I think I knew from the beginning that with the approach that we were going to
adopt on the matter we should be able to avoid a violent situation.

(?): How many hearing are you planning in the Eastern Cape altogether?

CHAIRPERSON: We are planning to have 12 hearings. I do not have the schedule in front of me here,
but we have already scheduled where they are going to be and when. In addition to that we will have
special event hearings which will cover the massacres that have taken place in the region, Uitenhage,
Bisho, Transkei, Pondoland, all the major massacres that have taken place in the region. Those will
require special event hearings.

(?): That will take place in those particular towns?

CHAIRPERSON: They will take place in those areas. Thank you very much.

THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED

 

 

 

 



1 K A DALAGUBE 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 20.06.1996 NAME: KULILE ANDERSON DALAGUBE

CASE: EC0259/96 - UMTATA

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

KULILE ANDERSON DALAGUBE: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You can all sit down. Thank you. Advocate Dumisa
Ntsebeza is the one who is going to lead the proceedings.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Thank you Reverend. Our Reverend has already given us a short
briefing of what is going to take place and what you are going to present before
us. All this would be highlighted because you are going to tell us about all the
prosecution that you experienced and you would tell us that who was responsible
for all those. We know that it was the authorities, but the most crucial issue
is that everybody was responsible because it was the people who were related to
you who were responsible for the prosecution. They facilitated and took part in
your persecution.

I am certain that most of the presentation will be given by one of your
spokespersons and then the others would support here and there. I think Chief
Mafilane has nominated his brother Chief Dalagube so that he should be a
spokesperson. Mr Dalagube, I would like you to give us a short background about
yourself and your family, what role are you playing there, who is the person who
is a leader there at Mputi. Also, you please tell us when did you start to
experience all the problems that you are going to present today. Especially if
you begin from 1968. We do not want
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you to delve much in those experiences because we would like to save time, but I
think it starts from 1960 to 1993. Could you please give us that background.

MR DALAGUBE: My names are Kulile, that is my traditional name, I am Anderson,
that one is my christian name and then I am Dalagube and this is well know to
the Thembus. I was born at Baziya in the location known as Mputi. Chief
Zwelibhangile and Nokessi Joyi are my parents. I attended school at my primary
school at Baziya and then my higher standard of education I went to Ohlange
Institute, it was in Natal That school was founded by Dr John Langalibalele
Dube. He was known as Mafukuzela who is just like lightning. He was also a
founder of the African National Congress in 1912. After succeeding
Mighlababungeni and during the union of South Africa he was one of the Chiefs.
Amongst them there were Chief Lembeke Meshiyeni and all others.

When I was still there the Principal of that school, D G S Imtinkula, who had
qualifications, Master of Arts in South Africa and he obtained one of his MA's
at Yale. Then he opened opportunities for Chief Albert Luthuli so that he should
be a lecturer in that institution and the most important subject that he was



teaching, it was Political Science. That is where I got my influence from these
gentlemen and that was my politically background.

If I can be brief, I returned back to my place of origin. It was in 1962 and the
Chief of the Tembus succeeded. It was only a few years when he was on the throne
and the problems started. There was a Commission of Enquiry which was led by the
Under Secretary C B Young and he was coming from Pretoria. The problem and the
claim was over the land of the Thembu's. Chief Jongihlanga was the
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one who was leading in this area. He was also responsible and there were seven
areas which were under his Jurisdiction. It was said two should be under the
jurisdiction of Matanzima Belonga. It was up and down. There were problems,
there was a struggle, there was conflict, there was resistance and then there
was another Chief. There was forceful participation of some of the other people.
Some of the Chiefs were expelled from the land. They were taken and removed to
the north of South Africa. Chief Kalamfeni Joyi, Chief Bangilizwe, Chief
Balisela Nkosiyane, Magregor Mkolobane were amongst those who were removed
forcefully.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Chief Bangilizwe Joyi, is he the one who is just next to you?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, he is.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Who is Chief Palamvena, what is his position now?

MR DALAGUBE: You will hear what I am still going to say, but he is late now. He
was shot and gunned down at Mbashe. He was from the Robben Island at the time.

ADV NTSEBEZA: So you say it was in 1958 when they were removed forcefully and
expelled from this area?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes.

ADV NTSEBEZA: When did they come back?

MR DALAGUBE: They came back in 1964. They were from the exile from Lesotho. Then
they were all picked up and the State President was amongst them. O R Tambo was
also amongst them. You can proceed.

ADV NTSEBEZA: When were you arrested?

MR DALAGUBE: I was arrested in 1960. It was during the meeting which was held at
Mabalulu. I was the Chairperson UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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of that meeting. The police saw that we have gathered, but they were unable to
approach us because they could not. Then they knew that they dared not approach
us. So they had to stay and lay ambush in the south. They were the police from
the Transkei except those from Engcobo. Then we held our meeting without any
problems, but I was arrested thereafter. There were allegations that I was the
one who was Chairing the meeting, but because it was at the Thembuland there
were no people to support that evidence. Then the three men were forced to go to
Kanta so that they can withdraw the case. Then it was not long and then I was
acquitted.

Thereafter a State of Emergency was declared here in the Transkei.



ADV NTSEBEZA: Mr Dalagube, which year was that and what was this State of
Emergency?

MR DALAGUBE: It was reported that the problems were at Mabalulu and at Nosahill.
Then it was said there was, there should be a curfew because there was unrest.
There were men who were supposed to be arrested. On the 14th of December at one
I was arrested. I thought I was the only one who was arrested, but on our way I
met one of the Chiefs Lufefeni who was originating from Baziya. Then we went to
Choocha, Mr Honono, and then we were all charged there. The following day,
because I was not familiar with this area, I could see that I was with R S
Kanka. We could see also D D Koyana. He was also going up and down. Nkoko was
also amongst these who were patrolling.

You could also see all the educated and enlightened people who were also
arrested. Those were teachers during the period of the hated Bantu education and
then these were
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arrested because they refused and resisted to give education which was not
acceptable to most of the people because they believed that that was not good
education. Then we said we have got people who were going along with us. We then
went to the Chiefs who were on the neutral. We also informed them that we do not
accept that they remain neutral. It seems as if they are collaborating with our
enemies. Even the TDC, we said they should resign from that organisation. My
father was the first to resign. He did not contest the seat during the
elections.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Mr Dalagube, I know that we can take the whole week. We enjoy what
you are telling us now and you are trying to give us and drawing up a good
picture of what happened at the time, but we would like to be brief. Please
concentrate to all that took place especially the tortures which you
experienced. Please do not be offended. Okay, let us go back to the time when
you were released, when you were arrested for the State of Emergency. I think it
was in 1960.

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, it was in 1960.

ADV NTSEBEZA: You were arrested again in 1963. Is that not so? It was during
that time of the Imbasha issue.

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, it was also in 1961 when I was arrested. In 1963 I was
arrested again and this is the Imbasha issue that you are talking about. Then I
was accused and the charges were laid against me, but later they were withdrawn.
I was then acquitted because it was said I was not involved in the murder of the
white people at Imbasha. In 1966 I was arrested again. I was released after
spending 180 days in detention. The reason for my arrest was that I should be
detained because I was holding meetings during the night.
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During this period we were trying to conscientise our Chiefs. We proceeded with
our work trying to convince them and we were also stating what happened to Chief
Bangilizwe who did not contest the seat. We mentioned that he was political
minded now because he realised that he could not sell out his people. He could



not collaborate with the whites. He could not work as an informer for the white
people. He also stated that he cannot be a referee and a player at the same
time.

We also made an example about Chief Albert Luthuli who also preferred to
abdicate his seat instead of oppressing the people who were his followers. That
is when this motivated the Chief of the Tembus and then he joined the political
organisations. He attended these political meetings. We use to go to East London
during the night. It was during the time when the African National Congress was
banned. We would meet with Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, James Kati, Voyce
Suliminnie, Andrew Masondo. We were the Chiefs of the Thembu's. This was very
beautiful and I use to have all the freedom and we were use to moving wherever
we wanted to go. We use to hold meetings. Even in the dark because we do not
have electric lights here. We would say if the people come to assault or attack
us we will have to be able to defend ourselves properly because we are use to
the darkness. Then we were able to work together with the Chiefs because of our
preaching and influence.

During this period the separate development was a big issue. Then during the
time when the Transkei was given its independence there were two groups. One
group was led by Chief Dalunga and his group was TNIP and then DP was led by
Chief Victor, King Victor Pooko. Dalunga's group had
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encouraged separate development and then the DP organisation was believing in
multi-racial existence of everybody and then they wanted all races to share in
the world of South Africa. The notes on a piano, black and white. The tune may
be playing on the black notes and the tune may be playing on the white notes,
but for real harmony they both play. We see this example of a black and white
piano which produces harmony in the present Government of National Unity. That
were the preachings which were broadcast by all the Chiefs who were involved in
the political struggle.

ADV NTSEBEZA: In 1976 the Transkei obtained its independence. Can you please
tell what happened during that period?

MR DALAGUBE: I was not against Chief Dalunga. He was a stumbling block of the
freedom. That is why we had a lot of conflict. In 1976 we were arrested. We did
not want this independence and then we were detained for that reason. We were
released, but were detained again in 1977. In 1978 we were released. We were
released so that we can be expelled. We were informed that there is information
that we are going to be chased away and then we were ordered to go away from
this area. We said we will not run away.

I was the representative of this group in Umtata. I was also a Member of
Parliament. Even when it was said that we should be in the opposition side, I
refused to participate in that because I wanted to know what was I going to gain
for that. Then the Pondos and the Bathas were the people who were in the DP, but
then they withdraw and resigned and rejoined the TNIP. I went to the Chief and I
asked him what was happening. Chief Dalunga was the one who succeeded me. Chief
Dalunga was very happy because he was
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able to recruit Chief Sabate. Habit Emlangkeni came to him and informed the King
and whispered in his ears and then we were ordered to go and take our seats as
the DP Members. He was the young brother to Dalunga, was surprised not to see us
on the opposition side. We said we do not want to be regarded as liars. That is
why he could not find us on the opposition side.

ADV NTSEBEZA: In 1978 you said you were chased away in April. Where were you
taken to?

MR DALAGUBE: Chief Bangilizwe was taken to Cofimvaba and the place is called
Mtingwefu. I was taken to Qumbu in the location where it is said it is known as
Tshungulu and it is also known as Majekies Place.

ADV NTSEBEZA: How long did you stay there?

MR DALAGUBE: We stayed for nine years. Whilst we were in exile.

ADV NTSEBEZA: We do not know what you mean when you say you have been expelled.
What do you mean when you say the Chief with all the families and the children
who had property. How were you chased away from your area? Just give us a brief
information so that we can understand what you mean by being expelled from your
area.

MR DALAGUBE: Let me start by saying my people were responsible for what
happened. As you said, there was some blockage as we resisted to take part in
the oppressive Government and the authorities liked this, but the President of
that time did not like that we did not want to participate in his Government.
Even one of the Chiefs did not like that we did not want to participate also. We
thought that Chiefdomship is hereditary, we did not know that you can just offer
somebody Chiefdomship. We regarded
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this as disgraceful because we regard Chiefdomship as something which is royal
and it is also something to be respected, but during this period the King and
the Chief who was responsible for collaborating with the then President was
offered this Chiefdomship. This Chief was responsible for what happened to us.
We were regarded as undesirable elements in the community. They would say,
especially this cripple, who is this cripple. They referred that to me. It was
said that we should be expelled for good from this area.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Do you mean really Zwele Dumele?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, I mean Zwele Dumele.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Do you mean Ramaindia, no, India the wife and Wilmot Joyi and
Wille?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, I mean all those.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Are they the people who said you must be persecuted?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes.

ADV NTSEBEZA: So the Government at the time took that and considered what they
said?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, but we also said we do not mind. We would be selling
insurance. Even if you take, you see us anyway. We will be able to survive. If



we are regarded as rotten potatoes then why should they take us as rotten as we
are and place them in other bags. We said, we consoled each other and said let
us go forward.

It was in 1980 and we learned about his persecution. I remember the time when he
was taking to Court at Qumbu. He was sentenced. He heard also that his life was
at stake and then Khate and all others were the people who assisted him. They
assisted him to run away and they put him inside the bakery and then he crossed
the river with the bakery.
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ADV NTSEBEZA: If we talk about this King, who is that?

MR DALAGUBE: We mean Sabate, King Sabate Dalindyebo.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Is that the King Sabate who went away to Lesotho in Zambia and
then he died there?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes.

ADV NTSEBEZA: What else can you tell us about 1980?

MR DALAGUBE: When King Sabate ran away and crossed the border we heard that the
houses were burnt. I was in one of the areas where I was taken by the
authorities. There was an old lady who was 90 years old. My wife had a heart
attack, was hospitalised at Lady Frere. During this period I was already at
Cofimvaba. Some of the people informed me that I was supposed to go to
Cofimvaba. That is where he found me. Seven houses were burnt and the children
were mostly affected by this incident. So many kraals were burnt down. Chief
Bangilizwe's kraal was also burnt. Loling Tebikwane's house was also burnt.
Dengele Tebikwane's house was also burnt. Bisiwe Kabalegoosha's house was also
burnt. Pampikile's place and also my place.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Those people that you mentioned are they people who are just next
to you?

MR DALAGUBE: Yes. If you say their houses were burnt, who was responsible for
that?

MR DALAGUBE: The Government sent the police to our houses and there were some
people who were ordered to assist in the arson which took place. You will hear
who are the police who were responsible for the arson which I am talking about.
Lolie's wife became ill, Mrs Tebikwane and then she died. Her husband wanted to
transport her body so that she could be buried in the original place, but he was
denied this respect. We went to the lawyers because it was
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everybody’s concern that the wife should be buried where she originally came
from, but the Government and the lawyers were responsible for this funeral
arrangement.

In 1993 one of the 90 year olds that I talked about died and then she was buried
in the ruins. A tent was installed there and the Chief said because you, he was



referring this to me, you joined the politics you are responsible for what has
happened. I was very angry because I was affected by what he was saying to say I
was stupid in joining the politics. I was just sorry because it was my mother's
funeral so I could not do anything to retaliate for what he was saying to me.

One day my younger brother was sent to me and my younger brother was a member of
the opposition. They were against my group. I was called and I reported that I
will not be going there. I refused to go where they said I must go. I was
promised that I would be released and then I said I should not be the only one
to be released. All of us who have been taken away should be sent back to where
we come.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Now, you are Joyi and the brother that you are talking about is
Matanzima. What do you say when you say you are the children of the same
parents?

MR DALAGUBE: If I can trace our family tree we are originating from Gubenuka and
Ngubenuka reproduced Joyi and then thereafter it was Mswewo then Mandela and
then later on it was Kunene and then Matanzima is also coming from the same tree
because Mtirara is his great grandfather. Matanzima is also originating from the
same Mtirara family.

ADV NTSEBEZA: If then we want to summarise this could we say Mandela Dalunga,
Joyi, Kunene, Nkobinoka, all are brothers?

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

12 K A DALAGUBE

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, they are children to Ngubenuka. They are great grand children
to Ngubenuka.

ADV NTSEBEZA: This persecution that you are talking about where there are people
whose houses are destroyed and the forceful removal that had taken place amongst
your family, when did this end?

MR DALAGUBE: When Stella Sigcau took power I learnt that King Dumesa Gwadiso was
going to be at Ngcobo and I knew that they were closely related to Stella
Sigcau. I said to him let us be released. We would like to be freed, we would
like to go back to our places of origin. We also learnt that there was no Church
anymore. He said he was going to convey the message to the Government. In 1987
we were freed. We came back to our places of origin. When we arrived here we
said we want the Chief who is of royal blood, who is in exile, he would come
back.

ADV NTSEBEZA: What did you find when you came back?

MR DALAGUBE: We found ruin. I knew that we should be prepared for the worst. I
had to stand up because there was a hailstorm. There were no houses, there were
ruins and the houses which were here were the houses which were not suitable for
habitation. There was somebody who felt sorry for me who offered me a house. I
refused and turned down the offer because I wanted the journalists, if they
visit, they should find that I am in my place which was destroyed and then I
stayed there.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Did you build any house?

MR DALAGUBE: No, I did not because I knew that one day I will have a way and an
opportunity to go back to my place. So that is why I did not build a house where
I was removed to. When I got there we were sleeping in a tent. It was
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just an open veld. There is something that I forgot. I lost my stock. I lost six
cattle and a horse. Even today I do not know what happened to my stock. It was a
terrible situation. What happened was beyond description.

When I heard what the report was given by Chief Babinie yesterday reminded me of
what happened to us because it was more or less the same thing. I cannot
understand why the people do not want to speak the truth because you cannot
understand why people cannot enjoy to participate in what is going to be
beneficial for everybody. There are some people who like power. They do not even
care even if they are responsible to be supervising the people who are
responsible for ablution blocks.

ADV NTSEBEZA: The documents that gave orders that your places should be
demolished, when they were demolished in 1980. Do you know who signed those
documents?

MR DALAGUBE: It was the President. At the time it was George Matanzima who was
the Prime Minister. The State President, the two of them. Chief Dalunga also
counter-signed.

ADV NTSEBEZA: I see that you have a little paper there.

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, we have and this document.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Kakadikloshe has kept this for quite a long time. You can see here
there is a signature belonging to the President of the Transkei. K D Matanzima
has signed. On the other side it is G M M Matanzima with that signature which is
well known. The contents of the order say a person of Mputi administrative in
the district of Umtata. Whereas I am satisfied that your presence in the Mputi
administrative area or at any other place in the district of Umtata is not in
the general public interest. Whereas I
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deem it expedient in the general public interest that you withdraw from the said
district of Umtata. Now, therefore, under the powers vested in me by Section
41(1) of the Public Security Act 30 of 1977, I order you Kalalegusa Bisiwe, upon
service of this order on you, immediately to withdraw from the said area in the
said district and to proceed to Kamata administrative area in the district of
Sovimvaba and to no other place and there take up residence at a place to be
pointed out to you by the Magistrate of the district of Sovimvaba and further I
order you not at any time to leave the district of Cofimvaba without the written
permission of the Commissioner of the Transkei police. Given under my hand and
the seal of the Republic of Transkei at Umtata on this seventh day of February
1985. Signed on the left had side K D Matanzima, President. On the right hand
side G M M Matanzima, by order of the President in Council. We can remember that
all the people of Mputi location, they received these banishment orders so that
they can know that you have been expelled from the area.

MR DALAGUBE: Yes, it is so.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Please keep this document. Mr Joyi what would you like the
Commission to do if you could make an appeal.



MR JOYI: Firstly, I do not know what would the others say. I would like to get
my mealies, my horse, my cattle. All these are my important belongings and
property. We have not quarrelled with Dalunga. He is my brother, he is my son in
actual fact. Probably, if he did not take us to those areas we could be dead by
now. At least we benefitted for being there. It seems that it was a blessing in
disguise. We had a lot of experience. He did not realise that we profited
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and benefited a lot. He did not realise that he was giving us some blessing. ...
would be very glad. The most important thing that I realised as the most crucial
is that I should obtain a bursary. This bursary would not be enjoyed by my
children only. I think this should be offered for the whole nation.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Okay, we might consider what you are asking for. Can we get from
Lucy Tebikwane.

MR TEBIKWANE: No, she is Loli.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Okay, we would like to find out what would he like us to do for
him. Please get closer to the microphone so that we can hear what you want to
say. Yes Sir, your house was also destroyed. Is that not so, in 1980?

MR TEBIKWANE: Yes, it is so. It was also destroyed. The other day when we were
here I mentioned that you know Mr Nsibesa that our houses were demolished. Those
were big houses because they knew that we would be mostly affected by what they
would do if they destroy our houses. That is why it is difficult for me to say I
would forgive those who have done this to me. For seven years Joyi Zwiledumelie
was ploughing and enjoying the mielies, for seven years, the produce from my
fields.

Secondly, when my wife died I took money for her burial, but he sent his son to
me and said I must just take my wife, put her on my shoulder, but I said to him
if, just tell him that if he can come and say that on his own, I would kill him.
My children were mostly affected. I said to my children please take the money
and go and bury my wife. I am worried because my wife was not buried at my
original place. She died and on exile and she was buried on exile. I do not
think I can ask for anything. I cannot
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specify what I want because nothing can make up for what I have lost. I was
struggling to educate my children. I was struggling all the time. I had no
financial means because of what they did to me. I think the Commission should
go, I am not educated, but I wanted my children to be educated. I use to wake up
very early in the morning so that I can provide for my children.

Can you imagine what it means for your brother to destroy your kraal, to destroy
your house? You can see that my place was in ruins. That is why I will never
forgive unless the Commission should go and visit what I am talking and see the
place, visit what, the area and see how did I survive in that area. I want the
Commission to go to Mputi. 15 Of my cattle were taken. It was also ordered that
the people should destroy our fields. It was also said that they should steal
our cattle. I was taken to Sakayna at Cofimvaba. It was a very steep area and
even if you would carry your bags of mielies, you would lose a lot because the



place was very steep and you could not balance properly. I want to tell the
Government that we suffered a lot at Mputi, but nobody ever cared for us.

That is why we would like to thank the Commission. We are very glad that we had
an opportunity to come here. Our human rights were violated by the previous
Government. Ntsebeza, you know our property was stolen. Everything was taken
away from us. The police were always harassing us. That you know very well. You
were harassed and humiliated and the previous Government was more of a pain in
the neck than of benefit to the people. I think it is better for somebody to
kill you instead of torturing you. It was terrible to experience what I
experienced on that day. You
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know it was terrible to watch the police shooting and destroying everything
which belonged to us. I said if I could make for myself, I wished that I could
say what I wanted to say at that time. That is why I am so very glad now that I
am having an opportunity to state what I am stating now. So that my enemies
could hear what I have experienced.

I want to say no material things can make up for what losses I have experienced.
We are in one house, we are overcrowded. You can imagine because I had a big
house. There were so many rooms that could accommodate my whole family, but now
I can state that we are just occupying one house with such a big family. I
insist, I will never forgive them. I will never forgive them. That is the end. I
do not want to waste your time Sir.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Mlandilie, what can you say? Please come closer to the microphone.

MR MLANDILIE: What I can mention is that my younger brother died during that
period because of those persecutions and the atrocities that we experienced. I
lost 16 cattle, 15 sheep. My father died last year because he was always
reviving what had happened to us. My father Kengelele was also take away and was
forcefully removed and taken to another area. He suffered a long time after this
and then the effects were that he died last year.

ADV NTSEBEZA: What would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR MLANDILIE: I would like to be assisted with my children so that they can be
assisted at education. If we can get a bursary for them.

ADV NTSEBEZA: I thank you very much.
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MR MLANDILIE: I have forgotten something because I became so emotional. I have
forgotten something about my wife. My wife died due to apoplexy which is stroke.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Xhakalegusha. Just press the microphone so that you can be heard.

MR XHAKALEGUSHA: When my house was demolished there was a policeman who came, he
was Mona from Cofimvaba. I had a great harvest and I harvested 106 bags of
mielies. I was taken to Cofimvaba at Sabane and the whole harvest was just
thrown outside. Everything which was said by Loli is true because what they use
to do, they would put the mielies and your harvest on the truck, but as they



travel along everything would be just destroyed and taken away from the truck.
When we reached Qamata they threw everything on the ground. When this was taken
back to the bags I realised that it was just less than 15. I was given a house.
It was a very small house.

The second day when I arrived here there was a hailstorm and the house was
flooded. When I came back, I want to be brief, I laid a charge about what
happened to me. A Chief Zweledumile came to my place because I was beginning to
rebuild my house. He came and asked why was I building and then I asked him why
are you asking me that question. He said because you were expelled from this
area. I also said to him you could have asked that question when I was chased
away from this place. I wanted to come together with those men that destroyed my
place. I reported that I was rebuilding my place. I was arrested and I was taken
back to Cofimvaba. I still have those documents which have my sentence.

ADV NTSEBEZA: This document was written on the 26th April
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1983. It is written by a lawyer, the State Advocate, he is also Madiba. It is
said Mkushla should be the one to prosecute. It is said when the Government
considered what you have explained that you were not supposed to have been
forcefully removed the Government is supporting your appeal that you should go
back to your place of origin. Therefore you and your family are ordered to go
back where you came from. It is Matitizela who received the letter on your
behalf, who was your lawyer.

MR XHAKALEGUSHA: Yes, it is so.

ADV NTSEBEZA: This is a witness to the statement that you have just given to
certify that you really appealed and then your appeal was successful.

MR XHALALEGUSHA: I just want to mention that I did not come back because I was
arrested after receiving that document. When we talk about reparation I would
like the Government to consider what might be suitable for me. We have struggled
to educate our children who are still struggling. If the Government can be able
to see what it can do for me, I would appreciate. I am good at banking the money
because I have already shown my responsibility. Thank you.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Is there anything that the lady would like to say?

MS NOLENGENE: Nolengene has something to say. I am Nolengene. I am a wife to
Bonzima who went to seek employment and then he was burnt. The police came and
they found me alone with my children. They asked where Mpunzima was and I said
in Cape Town. They wanted to know where exactly. I said I do not know. We have
not yet communicated. They told me that they were taking me to Cofimvaba at
Machanyane. I asked how Mpunzima would know
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that we are at Cofimvaba. I also said to the police anyway you are the ones who
are supposed to inform.

Many police came and they destroyed our house. Everything was taken and we were
loaded in the truck. We had so many belongings and some of the things were left



behind. My child was left with these belongings. I said he must go to next door
to Getamilies place, at Willies place. I was so confused and I was so hurt. When
Willie came to his place he chased my child away and said he must go to Mputi.
He went to Langalikanyas place. It was at night and he had to go alone with his
belongings.

During the time when we decided to go back to see what was happening to my
belongings we found that I have lost some of the cattle. We went back to
Cofimvaba and we had taken our cattle and stock together. My livestock was
stolen, my children were afraid of the dams. There were big dams there. Oh God
Almighty. I went to Cape Town to Dunzima. There was only one house and
everything was soaked wet because my belongings were outside. We lost appetite,
we could not understand what was happening. My child was always affected by the
arson which he watched taking place. I went back from Cape Town, I went back to
my place. When I came there I realised that I have lost more cattle and the
children did not know what to do. They had been looking for the cattle all over.
The horse was also lost. I wrote a letter to my husband. He looked for the horse
and some livestock. We did not get, we were not successful.

I went back to Mputi and I requested that the police should give me permission
to get there. Zweledumele chased me away. He is an elder brother to Zwelinzima.
He chased me away. I went to Klonkule at Batatoeslinga's place. That UMTATA
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is where my child attended the initiation school. Zweledumele Botoytishiya, no
India is the one who said, why do you agree that these horrible people should be
accommodated in my place. I was chased away again here. I asked Botoytishiya,
you are the one who said I must come and accommodate, be accommodated here. He
said, I cannot help it because I do not want Mpunzima here. I went to the Mpondo
land and my child attended an initiation school there. Mlonlile is in Cape Town.
He never came back ever since.

ADV NTSEBEZA: What do you wish that the Commission should do for you?

MS NOLENGENE: I wish that my son, he is the only who is now at Cofimvaba. My
husband is unable to work. I would like to take the responsibility for my
children so that they can be educated. I have been impoverished. I cannot
understand why my relatives could do this to me.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank Dumisa Ntsebeza. Are there any questions? We
have seen something and heard and listened to something which is very unusual.
It is difficult to watch aged people who are crying. This is very unusual among
the black culture. I feel very small that I should thank these people, to these
old men and this woman. Culturally, my age group should just keep quiet when
something like this happens, but fortunately there is one of the old men amongst
us in the Commission, Reverend Mgojo. He is from Natal. I would request that,
please, you must just thank this minute during this hearing in Umtata, that you
should thank these people.

REV MGOJO: Thank you very much Reverend Finca who is heading the Commission of
this area. Firstly, I would like
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to thank Mr Ntsebeza for the way in which he conducted and



guided the witnesses. I was also moved when I saw the Chief crying. I am really
touched when I listened to all the details when I listened to all the details
that have been presented here from my brothers and sister. I am much grateful
because they have ventilated. We can simply say they have emptied themselves.

You can imagine when your kraal has been demolished. For a black person to have
a building, it is a quite struggle. To lose your livestock and your property and
your belongings is such a painful experience. We wish that the Almighty God
should give you strength and support you. I am certain that he will do that
because we are all the children of God. He is our Creator. We are touched. I
want to repeat this. When you presented your case here you touched the hearts of
many people here. May God bless you.

CHAIRPERSON: The Commission will try to consider what you have requested and
then we will keep contact. As the time goes on we will be hearing, we will have
an office here in East London and then you are welcome to come and make some
presentations just to find out what is going on. Thank you. --------------------
----------
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ON RESUMPTION AT 09:00 :

NONTOBEKO DULI: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Mr Vhana?

MR VHANA: (Duly sworn, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mrs Duli, I would like you to please start with your story, but
before you can start with that, could you please tell us about your life, both
your lives, when did you get married, how many children do you have, so that we
can understand who you are?

MRS DULI: My name is Nontobeko Duli. I come from the Jali family from Khumbo. I
met my husband at the beginning of the Seventies, that's when we got married. We
have two children, Nolita and Amanda. When I first met with my husband he used
to work in the Department of Prisons, that's why he was a policeman. He started
working there in 1972. Now in 1976 when the Transkei Defence Force was started,
that's the time when the Transkei got its independence. He was in the first
group that was trained for the Army. He really loved his job. Such that he
became the head of the intelligence section very early in his career.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who were his colleagues when he was trained in the Army?

MRS DULI: His colleagues were, I can mention the four front ones, Gen Holomisa,
Derek Mkwebe, Maj Zwahiba and Titzi
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Mantanzima.

He used to work with very much are in his work, but he was a quiet person. He
was also a man of action. He didn't say much, he used to be a very quiet man,
but he was a man of action. Even in the Army he portrayed that kind of character
and he used to work harmoniously with his colleagues.

Take an example of this harmony I am talking about. In 1986 or '87, if I am not
mistaken, Gen Holomisa was arrested. He was accused of meeting Sandile from
Ciskei so that they can betray the service for R250 000,00.

Now my husband was arrested at the time by the Selous Scouts who were working
here at the time. My husband, at the time, was the fore front one to release
Holomisa. It is my husband who formed a committee which was called an Action
Committee. The very committee that was active in releasing Holomisa. My husband



was leading in that committee. I am just trying to show you here the harmony my
husband used to work in.

This harmony continued until 1980, 1988, I'm sorry. Now the following arrived.
Titzi Mantanzima, Gen Holomisa, Derek Mkwebe, Maj Zwahiba and Capt Sobwowa. Then
later there was a coup d'etat. At the time Stella Sigcau was the leader of the
country. I am not going into details how that happened, but at the time when
they did this coup, Stella was the leader of the country.

Later we heard that there were these trucks in the streets announcing that there
has been a coup and there is a new leader.

They started now in the government. It was Gen Holomisa who was the leader,
below him was my husband. I
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liked this, because there was this harmony that prevailed. If Gen Holomisa would
come to my house he would even come to my bedroom. They would go on with their
conversation. I am just trying to show you that if somebody is used and he is a
friend in the family, they just come into the house, they don't care where it
is. That's how the relationship used to be.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, Mamma Duli, can I please interrupt you. There will be
persons who will be laughing. Can we please not do that, but I won't be able to
say don't do that, because it is unnatural, but please, try to give dignity,
show dignity to the witness. Thank you. Please, Mamma, go on.

MRS DULI: They used to hide together in a room and talk about their own issues.
But my husband traditionally in Xhosa, that's what we usually do, he didn't
involve me much in their business conversations. But I was fortunate to get a
document which was handwritten by him. I am sure you have that document with
you. That document has details on how this coup happened.

One of the reasons why they started this coup was the political unrest in the
country, that's all in that document that you have. The weakness of that present
government at the time and the lack of public protection. According to that
document that you have, that I found in my house, written by my husband. The
decisions they came to when they were talking about, was just a short period of
government, which is not going to be more than six months. Much closeness to how
the government is going to be run, administrative and security issues, all
political matters should be given to the public, all the black vehicles should
UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

4 MRS DULI

not be used of the government, and it was going to be difficult to leave the
government. Those were the decisions that were written in these documents that I
found in my house.

This harmony I was talking about continued. These people were in the government.
They used to take overseas trips. Now I am talking about Gen Holomisa and my
husband. Things started to change and the tensions started in 1989. On the 25th
of April 1989, I heard that my husband has resigned from the military council.
Now on the 26th of April my husband received a letter of suspension from his
work. While I was still shocked with this whole situation, something that
shocked me most on the 27th of April 1989, the fact that he was arrested.

On the morning of his arrest he called the general. At the time I was just next
to him. He said to me he was talking about me, asking the general to take care
of me. I am there next to him while he was talking about me. The general knows



this. But at the time I wasn't aware that he was talking about me, so that I can
be taken care of while he will be arrested.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did he say why he was being arrested? In the letter of
suspension are there any details of the reasons of his arrest?

MRS DULI: He said to me, at the time there were many people who were being
arrested and one of them, people like Vanda, Mr Moletsana, and others that I
cannot remember now, especially that side of Ghamada and (indistinct). He said
to me that he was being connected with these people, because they wanted the
government to go back to the people. That's what he said to me. He was then
taken by this cousin, he
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was arrested, but I don't know where he was arrested until much later. I was
quite shocked by this.

So quickly I went to Gen Holomisa. I said to him, but you have been working so
harmoniously together, what happened. He said to me no, Tobsi, you can't know
everything. He didn't give me any details, but he assured me that my husband
will not be arrested for long. But he just reminded me that the reason why I am
still alive is because of my husband. He said to me no, Craig is going to come
back, he won't be away for long.

But because I was still too shocked by this, I also went to Titzi Mantanzima,
also asking him, what happened, what is going on now. Titzi said to me there is
a friction now between these two men, such that he even tried to have another
meeting with them. That is now the general and my husband. He said he did try to
meet with them, to find out what is going on now, why are they not united any
more. They each give me reasons. But then he told me now the reasons why my
husband was arrested. Apparently he was also connected with the people that I
have mentioned before. But I was told no, it won't be long.

I tried to get lawyers to get an interdict, because I was not allowed to go and
see him. The last time I saw him was on the 27th of April. He used to write
letters to me, sending them to me, saying that no, I must endure, he will come
back. He has been trying to plead that he must be treated like another human
being. All this time trying to, they were trying to reassure me about my
husband.

I even went to the security at Botha Sigcau, asking why isn't he being charged,
I mean it has been a long time now. My husband was never charged, since the 27th
of April. He
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was then released through an interdict on the 18th of December.

During this whole time of his arrest, I have been getting certain reports about
he is now in hospital. Since I have been married to him he has never been to
hospital, he was never a sickly person. He has been perfectly healthy all this
time. This is why I was so worried now. I was even asking the securities why is
my husband now in hospital. Then I was told that he was suffering from
depression, he was dehydrated, things like that.

Then my husband got out through an interdict on the 18th of December. Things
were starting to be very bad at this time. There were many stories about what is
going on. Now the reasons of my husband's arrest, I have mentioned them here in



this document. One of them was, is because he was meeting with KD Mananzima,
because they wanted to have democracy again, away from the military.

The disgrace of being charged by Gen Holomisa and that disgrace was started by
my husband. It looks like that was another reason. Again, it was said that it
was my husband who caused that there must be an investigation of theft and
corruption by the Minister of Agriculture at the time. So this is why now my
husband was also arrested. I am not sure how true that was, but he was such a
quiet man.

When my husband was released on the 18th of December, I received news that he
got out against Gen Holomisa's will, such that Gen Holomisa was very angry about
this. I also received information about the fact that my husband's life was not
safe any more. I went to fetch him from Lusikisiki. He went to Aliwal-North,
that is how we parted. That is how he got out of Transkei. He was running away
for his life
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from the Transkei, because his life was in danger. During that whole time he was
still a soldier.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Was the letter of suspension now being withdrawn?

MRS DULI: When he was suspended, he was not suspended as a soldier, he was
suspended as a Minister, he was still going to remain a soldier.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So did he then go to Aliwal-North?

MRS DULI: Yes, he went to Aliwal-North and that is how we parted and then I came
back to the Transkei.

We met every now and then, but at the time I was not just relaxing. I wasn't
happy about the absence of my husband.

I went to Botha Sigcau, to Kenneth Lengwebe. I said to him I do not like the
fact that my husband is running away from home, I would like the friction
between himself and Gen Holomisa to be solved. I asked Kenneth Lengwebe have you
forgotten the fact that in the action committee he is the very one who caused
the release of Gen Holomisa, why is he now in danger. So Gen Holmisa said to me
no, he was going to go with me and meet my husband. But when he came back he
didn't tell me any, give me any reports.

I said to Holomisa no, I don't like this. Even then he didn't give me a straight
answer. He said to me no, he doesn't have much knowledge of this.

In short, I would like to make this story brief. The week of my husband's death
I heard on the 22nd of November, on this particular morning I was on my way to
work. I didn't know anything. I just started to check out my child who was
writing his/her Std 10 exam. I went to Holy Cross. When I got there there was a
car that was surrounded. I could
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notice that there were soldiers who were patrolling around. When I asked I was
told no, it is Duli's matter. I was so shocked. I don't know how I went back
home. At the time my child was writing her exams in tears. They kept on giving
my child coffee, just to sustain my child.



I used to listen to the events over the radio, even the events of this day,
where it was announced on the radio. Titzi Mantanzima told the country that they
were still negotiating, they said no, they are going to shoot to kill, because
my husband is not prepared to come forward.

It is now at this time one of the Ghobozi family said Tobsy, you are the only
person who can save Craig's life, stand up. Go to Gen Holomisa, ask to speak to
Craig, so that Craig can come forward to save his life. Then we can all know
what happened between himself and Holomisa. Indeed, I stood up. But there were
there soldiers. We didn't get a chance to speak to the general.

Instead of meeting the general we were sent to the camp. It was utmost chaos.
Even now, even now, even too many people and too much noise still affects me
psychologically. It started on that day.

On that day I was with my children. To be short, I didn't get a chance to speak
to the general. Instead they took Ghobozi and they beat him up. He was on his
stomach. It was only Kenneth Mkwebe who helped him. We were put into a car and
then we were taken back home.

On my way home one of the soldiers tried to console me. He said to me Topsy,
don't cry so much, we know Craig's work, he was with this man, today we are
really going to find out what is the cause of this friction between the two of
them. That consoled me.
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Then I stayed at home. While I was still at home, there was an announcement on
the radio by the general, he was on the stadium. He said Craig has come forward,
Craig has surrendered, so he is going to tell us now what he has been doing all
this time. I was so relieved, I was thanking God for the fact that he was still
alive. I was so happy because now that it was going to forwar, this whole
conflict was now going to be exposed. I was also going to know what is going on
between these two men.

While I was still listening over the radio, the general said here is the latest
news: Craig, Craig Duli has passed on. That was the last time I heard anything.

They took me to hospital. I couldn't believe this. Even, it is because I just
heard over the radio that he has surrendered and now I was told that he has
died.

In short, I am told that he was taken out of what is (indistinct) by Kenneth
Mkwebe. When it was announced that he has died, Kenneth Mkwebe simply fell, he
fainted. I think it was shock.

In short, after the death of my husband, there was a lot of chaos for three
days. All three days his body would be put over there, people even say that on
the third day it was getting decayed now.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Where was it put?

MRS DULI: My husband's body was put in the camp. It was displayed in the camp.

Things got very difficult for me, especially the funeral. People who came to the
funeral were turned back. All the people who wanted to come to the funeral
couldn't come, because they were very scared.

Now after my husband has been buried, soldiers arrived
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at my place to come and fetch his uniform and some of the intelligence documents
and other documents and other things, which belonged to the Army. I gave all of
that to them.

I gave them all the things that they wanted. Then I went to the Botha Sigcau
Building. After a while, I went, because I wanted what was his rights. Then I
was told there was no package for him.

Now the rights that I am talking about were his pension and other things that
were rightful to him. But I was told that no, I was not going to get anything,
but I am just going to get a contribution which was worth R21 000,00. I was told
that even the costs of trips overseas were also going to be deducted from the
same R21 000,00.

Now the reason why I am here before you today. After a while, after my husband
has died, even the way that my husband died was quite suspicious. I decided to
go to Botha Sigcau offices again. I heard that the murder and robbery squad was
also involved in taking him out of Botha Sigcau. It was led by Gen Umlau.

I gave myself a chance, because I wanted to find out exactly what happened to my
husband. Mbulawa told me that Gen Umlau at that time had three policemen with
him. I didn't know these other two, but the other was Mr Mbulawa. It was Mr Lee
Mliwana, the other one.

Gen Molawa told me that he didn't feel free to talk to me about this, but it was
painful what he saw in the camp. Apparently my husband went to the camp. He was
slightly injured, but what Mbulawa saw was that he was told to turn and look
this way. He said sit down, I am going to talk to you and tell you why I am
doing this. He said I haven't anything against the Transkeians, the only one
that I am
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against is this one, and he also knows this. I don't want to be the leader of
the country. So they said turn and look that way. That is how he was shot, while
he was still pleading and that was the end of him. That happened in the camp.

What Mbulawa told me is exactly what the post-mortem was. It was exactly. His
heart ruptured, his lungs were also ruptured. That is how, that is according to
the post-mortem.

Now the reason why I am here, before this Commission, is because I feel like my
husband should have been taken to the courts of law, so that he can defend
himself. Who killed him and why he killed him? What was so secretive, because it
was obvious that he was going to disclose the secret. It was now the time for
him to say what was the problem with him and his friend, Gen Holomisa.

I feel I didn't get all that was rightful to my husband, I didn't get all those,
things like pensions and all the other money that was rightful to him. I also
feel that I do qualify to receive the widow's pension fund, which my husband
used to contribute to.

MEMBER OF PANEL: And the fourth one? The last page.

MRS DULI: Can you also please help me so that I can have a dignified funeral for
my husband and a tombstone.



MEMBER OF PANEL: You said there was no court case after the death of your
husband, after he died so brutally?

MRS DULI: No, there was no court case.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Again, the amount that you said you received was R25 000,00
only?

MRS DULI: Yes, R21 000,00.

MEMBER OF PANEL: We think that the gentleman who can also UMTATA HEARING
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tell us, because you were also there in the Botha Sigcau offices, perhaps you
can also tell us what happened. We also want to thank you for the dignity you
have shown and the respect that you have shown during the time that the witness
has been testifying. Thank you.

Mr Vhana, could you please tell us who you are and on which rank were you at the
time in the Army and how you met Craig Duli and your relationship with Duly.
Before you give us the details of what happened in the Botha Sigcau offices.

MR VHANA: With the permission of the Commission, I am Samuel Vhana, I am from
Mphebatho(?). I was never a soldier. I used to work in the Transkei Development
Corporation. There was a friction between the TDC and myself, because of certain
situations at work. Then I was expelled from work, through what was called a
disciplinary action. When I complained about this, it was all in vain. In short,
in my efforts trying to go up and down, trying to go back to work, I asked Gen
Holomisa - in fact he was trying to ask everyone he said anyone who knows
anything about corruption must come forward. So I did, I had my documents.
Documents which exposed all this corruption that was happening in this
corporation. It looked like nobody had taken care of this. They simply ignored
it. It looked like the military government was not looking for the truth, they
just took over the government, because they wanted to do away with the
corruption.

That is when I met Col Craig Duli. He said my case must started over again, but
then it was found that I was never guilty right from the very first. Again, I
met Lieut Craig Duli. I asked him a lot of questions, especially about them, but
it looked like there was a certain

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

13 MR VHANA

misunderstanding. He did say to me please, Madiba - that is my clan name - don't
go on investigating these things, I am going to fix all this; I am going to talk
with these other men, then we will fix everything for you.

By fixing this, he meant bringing democracy back to the people. It is because I
said to him the reason why you took over the government from Stella Sigcau is
because you said it is because Stella Sigcau said to you from the self-defence
department, you were corrupt. The other reason why you took Stella Sigcau from
the government is because the Pondos were killed by Lieut-Colo Vakashiyo - who
is dead now - together with his brother. They were on the house, on the roof the
house.

During that time there was a friction between the Pondos of one village and the
other village.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, sorry, a little slower, Madiba. Let's go back to the



issue at hand. What we are talking about today is Craig Duli. Let's talk about
the day, this particular day you were all at Botha Sigcau. When he was getting
out of Botha Sigcau did you see him alive? This is the human rights violation we
are trying to investigate here today. Have you any evidence connected to the
human rights violation of Craig, please Madiba, let's go back to the issue at
hand.

MR VHANA: With your permission, Commission, in the morning of the 22nd of
November 1990, I was entering Botha Sigcau with Lieut-Col Duli and the late
Davis. Lieut Craig Duli's injuries were on the left eye.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, were you together when you were going into Botha Sigcau?
Were you preparing to do the coup?

MR VHANA: That's correct. At the time we were going to do
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the coup, as the military government. When we got in ...

CHAIRPERSON: Please audience, please. Sometimes people give certain evidence
that you don't quite like, but when they are here before the Commission they
have all the rights to say freely what they need to say. Now our job is to take
that evidence, investigate it and then get to the truth about it.

Yesterday you behaved yourselves so well. I was also hoping that you were going
to do the same today. It may happen that later today that we might hear -
sometimes you would want to laugh about something a person is saying. Could you
please now try to control yourself. Give him a chance to finish off his
statement, and that the person who is leading the witness, please guide the
witness into the real issue at hand. Thank you.

Please continue, Sir.

MR VHANA: It is now on the third occasion, around three pm, when I said stop, I
was shouting, trying to stop the shooting that was happening at the time. On
this occasion now it stopped, there was this fire. Somebody from outside asked
who are you. I said I am Samuel Vhana. I was then called. So then I went. It was
Lieut-Col Derek Mkwebe.

When I got closer I was asked where is this Col Craig Duli. I said here is
inside, in the toilet. I was told okay, I must stand where I was, it was next to
the lifts. Lieut Craig Duli approached me. He was with two soldiers. Now that
was because he was limping, he was injured. He got shot on the right thigh. When
we got the lifts, we got in and we went down. On our way out of the lifts, I was
on the front. I took a couple of steps and then I waited for him again, because
he was limping. We parted. Just when were
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about to get to the steps outside, then I was led into the boot of another car.
Then we went to the camp.

That's when I was locked up. I saw Col Craig Duli on the following day, where
there was a media. That time Lieut Craig Duli was already dead.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Now the injury you only know about on Col Duli is only the one
on his leg?



MR VHANA: When we were getting out of Bordersdal, he was only injured on the
left eye and he was also injured on the thigh of his right leg, and this wound
on the right leg was a bullet shot. The injury of the eye, he was injured by a
tube from the mortar.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sir, is that the end of your story according to the injuries of
Craig Duli?

MR VHANA: Yes, Sir.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I hand over to you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Topsi, I would like to ask you, this Genl Mbulava you are talking
about, is he the one who died later?

MRS DULI: Yes, that is so.

CHAIRPERSON: When he was telling you this, did he say there was any
investigation so that he can find out who are these people who shot your
husband?

MRS DULI: He never said to me there was any investigation that he was doing.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any investigation that you think that should have happened
by the police or even by the lieutenant-generals?

MRS DULI: No, I didn't even ask for any investigations.

CHAIRPERSON: But Genl Mbulava died during the time when the military government
was even over. You never even went back to Gen Mbulava or you didn't even have
trust in the
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government?

MRS DULI: No, I didn't go back to him because one of the things that hurt me the
most was people were very afraid to associate themselves with this matter.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Pumpla Gobodo?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you, Chairperson. Dobsi, I would like to ask you
about your children. How old are they?

MRS DULI: Our first-born was born in 1981, the other one is 1974.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: How are they, how are they affected by the death of their
father?

MRS DULI: It really affected them. Especially the one who was writing the exams
at the time. They used to be quite scared, especially when there would be
thunder storms. During this period we were told that we were going to be bombed.
Now this thought used to make them very scared, it really affected them.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I remember that you also told us that when you see a crowd
of people, you also get scared, remembering the way your husband died. It looks
like you also were affected by his death.

MRS DULI: Yes, that is correct.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I am going to ask you now about how your husband came back



to the Transkei after going to Aliwal North. Firstly, I would like to ask you
when he was in Aliwal North, who was he staying with?

MRS DULI: Like I have said before, my husband was a real traditional Xhosa man.
He didn't discuss most of his things with his wife. He didn't stay too long in
Aliwal-North. We only left him in Aliwal North. He met William Mbotoli and
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they left together. The time that I would meet them was at East London. That's
where the two of us used to meet. In East London he used to stay with Mbotoli. I
used to meet him alone. I don't really know where he used to stay. We used to
meet at a hotel. Only when he had called me.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Which hotel was this?

MRS DULI: I think it was Osner.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Can you also tell the occasions that you met him, after he
left in 1990 and then he came back and then he went to Aliwal North. How many
times did you meet him?

MRS DULI: Maybe once a month or so.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Could you just tell us, how frequently you used to meet
him.

MRS DULI: We used to meet approximately three times a month.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And this whole time did you used to meet him with Mbotoli?

MRS DULI: At the times that I used to meet him, he would be alone and there
would be another one, another young man that he used to call Nfiso, but he was
never with Mbotoli.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: But he did say to you that he was staying with Mbotoli?

MRS DULI: No, but I am not sure that he was there with Mbotoli, but I know that
he used to spend a lot of his time with Mbotoli.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: According to what your husband said, seeing that you
didn't meet quite a lot and he didn't say much of what he was doing to you, as
Xhosa traditional men, didn't you ever ask him why he was staying away from home
and what he was doing away from home?
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MRS DULI: I only used to ask him why, when is hecoming back, because the kind of
life that he was leading was not healthy. He used to tell me that no, he would
be coming back, he is still trying to fix some things and he is still trying to
negotiate with the soldiers, but he doesn't want to go back to jail as he had
before.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you, Dobsi. Now Madiba, I just want to ask you one
question. You mentioned somebody called Davis. Would you please tell us who is
Davis?

MR VHANA: Boetie Davis was a builder. He is stationed at Machau at (indistinct).
He used to be a South African Defence Force soldier. But he was stationed at



Machau.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Sorry, there was just one last question. How did you meet
Davis?

MR VHANA: Machau and Kamangu are next to each other, this is how we knew each
other. But now he came to me when I was with Craig Duli, the time we were in
Queenstown, that's how I met him. He then lived with the two of us, that is
myself and Craig Duli at Kulimkana.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you very much for that explanation.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: My first question is directed to Mrs Duli. Mrs Duli, you said at the
beginning, among the other things that happened, Maj-Genl Holomisa was arrested.
He was arrested by the Selous Scouts. Could you please tell the Commission in
short, according to your knowledge or according how you heard these things from
your husband, what was the role of the Selous Scouts in the Transkei?

MRS DULI: Honestly, I don't know what is the role of the Selous Scouts in the
Transkei, except the fact that they
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were in high positions in the Army at the time.

ADV SANDI: Perhaps let me rephrase my questions. Who were the Selous Scouts,
where were they from?

MRS DULI: According to my knowledge, the Selous Scouts were soldiers from
Rhodesia. One of them was Ray Daley and others.

ADV SANDI: If I can go to another question. You said another day at home you
found some documents. Documents have reasons. Did the documents have reasons why
the soldiers wanted to take over the government. Did you tell your husband that
you had found these documents at home, also telling him what was the content of
the documents? And if you did, what did he say? Thank you.

MRS DULI: I found this document among my husband's clothes already after his
death.

ADV SANDI: Do you still have other documents that you found at home? Documents
pertaining to the conditions in the Transkei at the time?

MRS DULI: Yes, there are other documents that I found among my husband's
belongings.

ADV SANDI: When you say amongst your request that you want the Commission to
please investigate everything about this matter, are you ready to give over
those documents to the investigating committee so that it can be investigated?

MRS DULI: Yes, I am ready to give over the documents.

ADV SANDI: You said your husband has been away from home for quite a while,
because his life was in danger. During the times when you used to live with him
in Aliwal North, did you say it was Aliwal North?

MRS DULI: And East London.

MR SANDI: Did he tell you how his life was at the time or UMTATA HEARING
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did you ever ask him how he was living at the time while he was in exile, if I
can use that word?

MRS DULI: He would only touch a little on this. He once told me that there was
an attack at Stutterheim, they were attacked. He was also telling me that there
were people hunting him, they were trying to bring him back by force to the
Transkei.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Duli, for answering this question. I only have one or
two questions for Mr Vhana. At the beginning Mr Vhana you said that you are not
a soldier and you are not trained by the military force. Is that so, Mr Vhana?

MR VHANA: Yes, that is correct, Sir.

ADV SANDI: You said on this 22nd day of November 1990, you went to the Botha
Sigcau building, it was yourself, Mr Davis and Mr Duli. You had the intentions
of taking over the government from the military council of the Transkei.

MR VHANA: Yes, that is correct, Sir.

ADV SANDI: In short, could you please tell us were there any arrangements made
before you entered the Bordersdal building with the intentions of taking over
the government? Surely, Mr Vhana you know this clearly, but taking over a
government, especially a military government, is no easy task. Could you please
tell the Commission if there were any preparations that you personally were
involved in when they were trying to plan this step of the 22nd of November?

MR VHANA: Yes, Sir, that is correct. This coup of the military government was
planned by the Transkeian soldiers. One of them was Titzi Mantanzima, Col
Mkwebe, Col Zwahiba, Col Begebu, Capt Sofotyi and Capt Molelekaba and Col
Bikibo, that I nearly forgot. Begebu, Mantanzima, Mwekbe, Zwahiba,
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uli, Sofotyi and Umkalali, the last one is Xaba.

ADV SANDI: Among other things that were published in the newspapers, there is
another factor has been coming up. It is that the government that was in power
at the time, also took part in this coup. Do you have anything to say about
that? That involvement of the South African government?

MR VHANA: No, I don't have any details according to the South African
government's involvement, because I was never in the negotiating table with the
members of the South African Government at that time. If they had any
involvement, I can never say no to that, but in September 1990, Duli said to me
that he was going to go with me. He has been called in Tanzania, but
unfortunately I didn't have an international passport at that time. He then left
with Mr M Somdaka to Tanzania. When they came back they called me. I was in
Johannesburg at the time. So they told me that they are back, I must meet him,
Craig Duli. That is now when he told me that that group - he didn't tell me
which group that was ... (END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE B).

... and personnel. But I said to Craig Duli no, they must not give me these
things because we are not going to fight anyone there, we are just going to take
Holomisa off the government. There was no reason for any personnel or firearms



or uniform for this. These were just too much. ADV SANDI: It is the same period
that the high officials of the Transkeian government came to East London. That
was when you were on your way to Tholomga, just under the bridge, that is where
they used to meet.

MR VHANA: I used to just lie somewhere at a distance. At the time I used just a
small machine of this size. Duli used to have something that he used to think
that it looked
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like a ball-point pen in his pocket. When you are talking to him, from two
metres away I would be able to record what you are saying, listen to you.

Now in another occasion, in other occasions they would meet in Queenstown, that
is where he used to meet with Sofoke, Mkwebi and Begebo.

ADV SANDI: Before I conclude, Mr Vhana, I am going to ask you the last question.
I am sure Mr Vhana, that you know, you know that when you meet and you as a
group, make a decision to do a coup d'etat, surely there would be some
resistance from the other side. In other words, they would of course be against
what you are trying to do, meaning that there would be some kind of violence.
Did you ever discuss about if there would be that kind of violence, how would
you manage with that? How would you counter that violence or that resistance?

MR VHANA: Mr Chairman, I asked him what are we going to do if there is a
problem. What he said was no, there would not be any problem, because I am
always with you, I am always with you when we have to meet, with this recording
machine; have you forgotten? When we get there we are going to meet with the
soldiers and we are going to go to Bordersdal together with the soldiers and we
are going to take over the government. We never expected any kind of resistance.
We never expected any kind of resistance at all.

ADV SANDI: Lastly, Mr Vhana, I am sure with your presence here you are willing
to co-operate with the investigation committee when it is trying to investigate
about this matter. Am I right about that?

MR VHANA: Yes, you are right, I am prepared to co-operate.

There is one more point that I would like to raise. Even
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though I have mentioned this again in the courts of law, before the Judge, I did
ask for forgiveness on behalf of the late Craig and other men that were with me.
I ask for forgiveness from our ancestors. Even for those heroes who fell on that
day, even on the same day. I didn't want this to happen. Even as I didn't want
this to happen that all those fallen heroes should fall because of bullets that
came from us. We did not kill anyone, because we were told not to kill anyone.
Now what was puzzling to me was, to be given firearms from Yolo, but I didn't
know what to do with these firearms but at the time we didn't even have a chance
to ask questions. But we were just told okay, we will be following these men in
front of us.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Mr Vhana and Mrs Duli.

MRS DULI: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Yasmin Sooka?



MS SOOKA: I have just two questions. Surely when you - do you want to put on the
head-phones or can you understand me?

MR VHANA: Yes, I can understand you.

MS SOOKA: Surely when you planned this coup, there must have been some
expectation that there would be some violence. That is the first question I want
to ask you. The second one is, maybe I misunderstood in the translation, but you
said Gen Holomisa would be taken out. What exactly did - was intended by that?

MR VHANA: As I have indicated, Craig Duli told us at that we would not meet with
any resistance. So it would have been impossible for any form of violence to
erupt on that day. This is what Craig Duli told us.

Your second question, Mamma, what I mean by saying taking Gen Holomisa out, I
mean he was to be replaced
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together with his military council by an interim structure which would have been
headed by the Chief Justice together with nine traditional leaders, who would
govern Transkei until such time that elections were held, and the government
returned to the people of Transkei. This is what I meant. This is what I mean.

MS SOOKA: Surely you did not expect that Gen Holomisa would not put up some
resistance to that?

MR VHANA: Definitely, yes, Mamma. In view of the fact that Craig Duli together
with the top brass of the members of the Defence Force, we never expected any
form of resistance. Particularly also that his right-hand man Mulelokaba who was
acting as his private secretary, was too involved in the planning of the take-
over.

MS SOOKA: What went wrong then, and why was there resistance?

MR VHANA: I may guess that Craig Duli, we were let down, we were betrayed at the
eleventh hour, because Lieut-Col Nzwyba met us at three o'clock in the morning
at the airwing. He asked a question. So, I quote, "so you have arrived, brother
Craig". In Xhosa (quotes in Xhosa).

MS SOOKA: You know that there are allegations that the South African Defence
Force was involved in that. Did you have any knowledge of that?

MR VHANA: I did not have any knowledge thereof, although I say today, I cannot
deny that, because I never had any occasion to see, sit and discuss with any of
the members, of the South African Government. Be that as it may, I cannot deny
that one fact. I can only take it as one of the secrets that Craig decided to
keep away from me.

MS SOOKA: One last question. You talked about an
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investigation afterwards. Who carried that out? You talked about the court
procedure where you apologized. What was that about?

MR VHANA: It was, we were brought before the Supreme Court and found guilty.

MS SOOKA: Thank you. Could I ask Mrs Duli a question, please. On the last page



of your statement, you make mention that your husband had external injuries at
the back. What court procedure was that about?

MRS DULI: Those were the court proceedings in connection with the coup.

MS SOOKA: Thank you.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you, thank you, Mr Chair. Just for the sake of clarity for the
Commission. You have referred a lot to Gen Holomisa. Are you referring to the
one who is now a member of Parliament?

MRS DULI: Yes.

MS MKHIZE: Maybe also just to clarify the Commission's understanding. You said
with a lot of emotions that your late husband was very close to Gen Holomisa and
you made mention to the fact that on the day when he was going to be arrested,
he phoned him, asking him to look after you.

MRS DULI: That is true.

MS MKHIZE: Having said all that, can you maybe enlighten the Commission as to
any type of conversation that emanated between you and Gen Holomisa after the
death of your husband, if any?

MRS DULI: I think it was in 1992, after the death of my husband, when Gen
Holomisa came to my house. And he stated clearly that he never wanted my husband
to die, because he saved his life. And he further said that if I have any
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problems I must come to his office.

MS MKHIZE: Your opening statement which you made here, gives the Commission an
impression that you are looking for clarity as to what exactly happened. Did you
make use of the opportunity when you met, to maybe ask him as one of the people
who were close to you, as to what exactly might have happened, meaning around
the actual death of your husband?

MRS DULI: I never asked him what actually happened. But he stated that he never
wanted him dead.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Chair, I have only three questions. I would just
like to ask one question. You said Craig saw somebody when he was ordered to
turn his back. Do you have any knowledge of those people who are the people who
shot him?

MRS DULI: I have no idea. He didn't say anything further because he was
emotional and he said he was afraid to lose his job, so I couldn't go further
and ask him questions. I just thanked him.

MEMBER OF PANEL: It is very important for us to know who was this person who saw
him or who heard the order that the late should turn his back, who is this
officer who saw him when he was ordered to turn his back.

MRS DULI: I have already explained to say the officer whom I talked to, is the
late Mr, the Gen Bolowa.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. My last question is directed to Madiba. According to
your knowledge you informed that the only thing that you knew about the
association between the South African Defence Force and the coup was Boetie
Davids who was also in the South African Defence Force. Could you please explain



to us why did you choose to work with him if you say there was no relationship
between the
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South African Defence Force and also, when you say you didn' intend to cause any
violence?

MR VHANA: During this period Boetie Davids was no longer a South African Defence
Force officer. He was a traitor, because he had a Britain contractor. He was
being together with another contractor here at Ndobo and Nocha. We didn't use
him because he was a member of the Defence Force of South Africa. I want to
correct and highlight this. Again, during the time when he visited Craig Duli,
he came here to give us money, because we lived as beggars. Our wives used to
support us. We used to sleep outside in the open. During this day we went to buy
some food from Mrs Njoli's place, we were going to have our lunch. It was on the
day of the 18th January 1990, it was in Stutterheim. These Transkei Defence
Force came to assault us, to attack us. They came on the day when Boetie Davis
was here. We were waiting to have our meal and we were at Mrs Njoli's place
where the food was prepared. That's when the TDF attacked us. During this time
Davis was also here. He realised that if he can go back to Nocha he could be
arrested or he could be eliminated. That is why he preferred to stay with us in
Stutterheim. We were staying in the car, in my car.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you very much. How - can you explain how was this place
supported, this incident?

MR VHANA: Although we didn't ask views from the people, I can say our idea was
being supported.

CHAIRPERSON: Order, please!

MR VHANA: There are many people who could not support any coup d'etat, by Gen
George Meiring. Even today nobody can openly say he supports any coup d'etat.
That's why I can say the majority of the people supported what we were doing.
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The people wanted to have elections, even today if Gen George Meiring can
dethrone Pres Mandela there would be people who would be objecting to that,
because they would be objecting to the military rule, because they would be
fighting against unilateral rule.

CHAIRPERSON: Let us thank you very much, Mrs Duli and Mr Vhana. This account has
taken a long time this morning. We have taken 20 minutes for each witness. For
this case we have taken the time that should have been allotted to three
witnesses. But then the Chair have deliberately allowed it to go on because I
thought that you should have ample time to present your story.

We thank you very much for a clear and proper explanation and evidence which was
presented today. We also thank you for your request and you promised that you
will try to send all the requests to the investigation unit, so that we can find
out who killed your husband, Mrs Duli. We also request you that you should give
as much information as you have, especially the information which is related to
your second request in connection with the pension fund and all that information
we would like to have, so that you can make use of it. So that we can also
facilitate the investigations.

As I have already said, we are behind schedule. We are going to have a break for
tea now.



COMMISSION ADJOURNS FOR TEA
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MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairman I would like to call Enide Jafta. Mama, we would
like to welcome you as the Commission. You are one of the woman who come forward
to the Commission who watched when your house was demolished by the police. Many
people have suffered as you have listened during these three days. The name of
your village has been mentioned before and I am sure today you are going to tell
us fully about that evidence and we would also like to know from you how would
you be reparated by the Commission.

ENIDE JAFTA: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. Over to you Mr Commissioner.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend.

REV FINCA: Mama Jafta I will be brief. We heard here yesterday about young men
who use to stay with you. One of them was K K. At that time we were being told
about Maqekeza's story. I would like you to please briefly tell us more about
yourself, a brief background about yourself. What are you doing for a living
before you get into the real issue which was happened in 1986, at the beginning
of 1986. The day when your son Boy came together with these two young men, K K.

MRS JAFTA: Thank you Mr Chairperson of the Commission and the other
Commissioners. My name is Joyce Jafta, my maiden name is Hela. Jafta is my
husband's surname. My father is
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Max Jafta. We have a business.

In 1986 my son Boy ...

REV FINCA: Excuse me. You said who is the business owner?

MRS JAFTA: It is my husband and myself.

REV FINCA: I just wanted to clear that because in the interpretation it sounded
like it was your father who said this. Is this your husband, Jafta, who owns
this business?

MRS JAFTA: Yes, that is correct. In 1986 my son Boy did not come back to UNITRA.
He did not seem much interested again in his studies. Such that when I pleaded
with him again I asked him to please register with UNISA so that he can continue



with his education. I did not want him to stay and do nothing. I did not succeed
in my pleadings. He continued to stay at UNITRA. We took him into another
business that belongs to us in Elliotdale in a place called Nakahi. We wanted
him to take care of that business. We were trying to keep occupied. We did not
want him to stay at home and do nothing. We were trying to make him a
responsible man.

Later, I cannot remember when that was, but he arrived at home with another boy
who was called Kaye who said he was from Mount Fletcher. We could realise that
his dialect was from, was just like those people from Mount Fletcher. There was
another boy that he was with. Those people were working at Operation Hunger.
This was not a wonder to us because we did see Operation Hunger in operation at
the Nakahi area where Boy use to be most of the time. In 1986, around the middle
of the 1986, their seniors arrived, two of them arrived. They did not have
accommodation. They were from somewhere around Port Elizabeth and East London
and I gave them accommodation. I did not have a problem with that.
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They were also from Nakahi. Kaye and his friend Bongani. Bongani was Bongani
Bobe from Bizana. They use to visit my home and sometimes they would be away
from home. They came, this particular day, with Andile and Solile and these two
young men were rather older than Kaye and Bongani. We could see even when we
were watching them, you could see that these older ones were acting responsibly.
Even my, even these younger ones were acting responsibly when these elder
friends were around.

Now in January 1987 on the 21st I heard a knock at the back in my kitchen. It
was very early in the morning, around five am. My husband opened the door. When
he got to the door he was, he saw the policemen. At the time I was still in the
bedroom. I did not realise that these were the police. I just thought it was
just our neighbours who were knocking. Later I heard sounds and people were
running outside, but I did not realise what was going on. My daughter Natie, who
was sleeping in another bedroom next to ours. Now because we were expecting
robbers because we were told before that we were going to be robbed. So we
thought now the robbers have come. It looks like they have changed their plan
because their plans use to happen at night. It looks like today they decided to
come in the morning.

Later we heard gunshots, we heard gunshots right on top of our house and I had
another daughter who use to sleep in another house. She cried, she cried she
said you, this one does not sleep here. She sleeps in the next one, next door.
So Natie went to the window tiptoeing. She said, Mama, these are not robbers,
these are policemen. Now we started to be afraid. We started to get frightened.
We heard the children crying Kaye is not here, Kaye is next door. So
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then that is when we realised that these policemen are here looking for Kaye. So
after hearing these gunshots I decided to get off my bed and lie on the floor,
but very fortunately for myself there was another bullet that went straight from
the window into the headboard of my bed. That is how I was fortunate. I was very
frightened by this. Then we started crawling and my husband was not coming back
now from outside and we did realise that he was in danger. When we tried to peep
outside we saw the police leaving with him. We realised that they were now
arresting him. Now I tried to take shoes for him because he was wearing sandals



and we tried to get some warm clothes for him so that he can get warm wherever
he was going.

You can imagine, at the time I was still wearing my night dress. Next to my bed
there was another, there was another bundle of clothes that was next to my bed
so that the following day I could get it washed. I was walking barefooted and I
had this night dress on, nothing else. Then I tried to run after my husband.
There were full of police vans outside together with policemen. We gave him
these clothes. He was already at the gates at this time. They were pushing him,
verbally abusing him. They said go and fetch your son Boy. I was hurt by all
this. They kept on saying go and fetch your son, Boy, and Kaye. Now this was the
time when the shots started to be heard.

Kaye ran straight right at the end of the garden. There is another bush which is
not much. My son, Boy, went down and they tried to hide behind the bush. That
was now the beginning of this war between Kaye and the Transkeian police who
were assisted by the TDF, the Transkei Defence Force. When I was at the gate I
asked the policemen,
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please help me, accompany me to the house. I would like to wear some more
clothes on. They verbally abused me. I am going to please repeat this. This
police said to me, ney, ney, get away from here. Did you not say that you want
Matanzima, get out of my way and one of the seniors to this young said to me,
get out of my way, you are giving us a hard time by not wanting Matanzima. I was
deeply hurt by all this kind of treatment. Even the fact that they said to me I
do not want Matanzima. Is that the way to tell me?

Then my husband was taken again into another van which was across the road.
Myself, my daughter, Natie, and the other two children, we were also put in
across the road for the whole day and there were just gunshots the whole day.
There would be just a short pause and then still the bullet shots would go on
again. They surrounded the house. They arranged themselves quite orderly so that
they can surround my house. Some of them use to even run, but I have never seen
policemen running like that before, together with the soldiers. Then I realised
that if the Transkei thinks that it has a Defence Force. No, people are not
defended by this, this Defence Force. They seemed to be cowards to me. There was
another white man who use to instruct them to say to them, fire, fire and the
Defence Force would respond. This happened for the whole day.

REV FINCA: Sorry Mama. You said this white man said, fire?

MRS JAFTA: Yes.

REV FINCA: And now the soldiers and the policemen would respond and shoot. You
said these boys responded?

MRS JAFTA: It was Kaye who was in the bush.

REV FINCA: In other words you said it was Matanzima's soldiers and his
policemen? They were fighting with this
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young man Kaye? From the beginning of the day up to the end of the day?

MRS JAFTA: That is correct. Then around three pm there were other boys at the
hill. They said it is burning, there is fire. We were at the foot of the hill.
This shooting was going on still. There would only be a pause just for five
minutes or so and it would continue again. When I looked back I could see that
there was smoke from the direction of my home, but I did not think that it was
my home that was burning. Now towards the evening when I was approaching my home
I found that my home was in flames and there was smoke all over. I could hear
now not only the guns were used. You could even hear that there would be loud,
loud sounds. Even the gas cylinders that I had in my house exploded and I could
hear that it was not only the explosion of the gas cylinders only and I thought
now there were also other, there was another dam that was bursting. My house was
in flame, it was in red and green flames. When I looked at that sight I became
very weak, I lost all my strength. I heard myself saying, how can I be sentenced
without any court proceedings?

My husband was still in those police vans. One of the policemen said, no, this
man has no problems. He has got three children at university, the other one is
in a high school. I do not know why he is doing all this. The second man said,
no, but he is much better than you. He said to this white man, this man has two
shops, the third one is in Qumbu. You see Jafta, I am going to make you starve,
you will not be this proud anymore. You are going to starve until your children
starve as well. You are going to be just like other people. Just like that
policeman said, I am UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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starving today. When we came back from prison, I was the first one to be
released. I had a problem of my leg which was hurt, which was hurting. I had
cellulitis. When the other one was healing, the other one started to have the
same problem. I had cuts in my legs and feet that was caused by the, by grass.

On this day, the whole day, that was the following day now I was taken from the
charge office on the second day, on the third day and I was swollen, my feet
were swollen. I stayed in the charge office for three days and this whole period
the policemen were doing whatever they wanted to do with me. Verbally abusing me
in any way they liked. Another one would just come with a gun and poke me with
the gun and I could see that this gun can go off because these people were not
mentally well. I was called a mother to the terrorist. They were talking through
their walkie-talkies. There was another, there was a command from Umtata saying
destroy everything and these boys now were very happy. They use to say how many
cars do you have in the garage, where are your ledger books and so on.

When I got back home I discovered that they did obey that command from Umtata.
Everything was destroyed in my home. I had nothing left. All my belongings
beginning from the day when I got married, all my valuable things, everything
that I have collected in all my life was destroyed. When I got into the garage
three of these cars were vandalised. They could not work anymore. The house that
was the lighting plant was also demolished. When it came to the shop it was
worse. They took out everything that was inside the shop. They looted my shop.
Even if you can go back there now you can see the samples of how my
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house was demolished and my shop. We had a lot of stock in our shop because it
was after Christmas, trying to prepare for the January holidays and all. The
store was full of bullet holes. We could not even sell it after it was being, it



was looted.

The other one was, I only saw it only yesterday that, parts of the shop was also
affected by the shootings. We would say that when we were trying to sell
something thinking that had survived from the shooting and after selling it
somebody would just come, bring it back again and say did you see that this has
been shot. That was the last time we sell, we sold our furniture. We do not have
any other power now to go back and try to resume our businesses.

REV FINCA: Mama, your destruction and the demolition of your belongings, it
looks like it happens at the time when the person who was wanted was at the
bushes.

MRS JAFTA: That is correct.

REV FINCA: Now who was being shot in the shop when the person is in the bushes?

MRS JAFTA: They are destroying just the whole house because they are obeying the
command that was coming from Cape Town saying destroy everything.

REV FINCA: Were they angry because now this young man was not coming out of the
bush?

MRS JAFTA: Even their helicopter now had given up trying to find him. Kaye was
fighting back. Because now of the anger that they had for not getting Kaye, that
is how now they started to demolish my property. They are asked me is there is
anyone in the house. I did say to them, no, there is no one in the house. I told
them everybody is outside, outside the house.
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REV FINCA: Mama, I am going to ask you now what you wish the Commission to do
for you? Now before I do that there is something that I would like you to bear
evidence to. After all that battle that went on for 36 hours, did Kaye survive?

MRS JAFTA: Yes, Kaye survived. He escaped the same night, the first night. Boy
gave himself up on the following day. I heard about that when I was in prison
that Kaye had escaped and Boy had given himself up.

REV FINCA: Now Mama what would you like the Commission to do for you? Something
that is within its power.

MRS JAFTA: Mr Chairman, firstly, I would like to say my husband was arrested for
nine months at Wellington. At the time I was struggling very much such that
there was another van that ended up with one of the Boers who was trying to fix
it. I lost it because I could not retrieve it, I could not pay it. I could not
pay the repairs. We also lost our, the goods we lost our shop. That is the most
property that we lost. People left without paying their debts and because the
people, the policemen said to the people that nobody will pay any debts that
belonged to that shop. That is how much we lost. After we lost all those
properties that we had people did not even come to the shop because there was
nothing to buy in the shop. There was nothing in the shop and even my husband
was in jail at the time.

They even went to Kaye's bush where he was hiding. They threw in the smokes so
that people cannot see well and in the same week there was a helicopter from the
Electricity Department. People had left from the shop because they were afraid
of the Jafta incident. People use to ask me, Mama what are these helicopters all
about? Now before I can tell you what I would like to wish from you I just want



to give
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you the picture of how our condition was after what happened to us. I would like
the Commission to please talk to its seniors to help us out to reparate us for
what we have been doing, trying to fight. We must not be left out. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Mama, among the policemen who arrived at your house were there any
ones that you know?

MRS JAFTA: No, I did not know a single one.

REV XUNDU: Even at the time that you were interrogated in the prison. Do you
know anyone there?

MRS JAFTA: The one that, who interrogated me was Mziyati.

REV XUNDU: Do you not know the others?

MRS JAFTA: There were these other young men who told them, who told his name, he
was Mr Madulwana. There were other policemen who my husband knew their names.
Those policemen who use to ill treat us our whole lives.

REV XUNDU: Do you know their names?

MRS JAFTA: No, I have forgotten it, but my husband knows.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: Mama Jafta, if I have heard you properly you said when this happened
there are some of your clients who did not pay their debts from your shop. Do
you know the records, do have the records of these people?

MRS JAFTA: Yes, I still have my ledger books because fortunately when this
happened my ledger books was, were in Umtata.

DR MGOJO: Now seeing that we are now in this, enjoying this freedom, when you
approached them and asked them to pay back what are they saying?

MRS JAFTA: Some are trying to pay back, but some said, no,
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they are not going to pay them because they were told by the police not to pay
any debts because they were told that everyone who has a debt from that shop
must not pay that debt.

DR MGOJO: Did you approach any lawyers?

MRS JAFTA: We did claim to the lawyers, but we were never, we never got anything
until now. Even now I can say that they failed. Even though we were not even
charged this is what was a great wonder.



DR MGOJO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Jafta. Your pain is my pain as well. It is also the
pain for this Commission. It is indeed, it is because just you are the person
that you are. If you were another person you would say this case that had, that
we put to Ntsebeza simply disappeared in his hands, but because you are the
person that you are, you do not have a grudge. I remember very well about the
case that you are talking about now because at the time we did not have much
time because at that time we were not allowed to continue with the case after
six months. So we ran out of time. We are going to try again. We will go back to
Sangoin and ask if we can reopen this case. I feel very weak right now because
your claim still haunts me because we had it in our hands, but we lost it
because of the things that were happening at the time. I was one of the people
who was taking care of this, but now I was arrested and I was banned as well,
but now we will try and follow it up again. Thank you.

------------------------------
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MALOLO GILIFISI JWAAI: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Ntsiki.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. Mr Jwaai, did you say your full names are Malolo Gilifisi
Jwaai, is that so?

MR JWAAI: That is so.

ADV SANDI: You are an aged person who is 71 years old.

MR JWAAI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You stay at Ndabakuzi?

MR JWAAI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Your story that you are going to present before us, can briefly be
given in the statement here before me. Your son Thembalethu Jwaai was burnt to
death in the police car in 1992. Is that Mr Jwaai?

MR JWAAI: Yes, Sir.

ADV SANDI: Before we can proceed with what took place on that day, I would like
you to briefly state and give us a background about Thembalethu. How old was he?

MR JWAAI: Thembalethu was born in 1970.

ADV SANDI: Was he married during this period?

MR JWAAI: No, he was not yet married, he was not even yet to have been sent to
the initiation school as per our traditional arrangements.

ADV SANDI: Did you say he was a policeman in Ciskei and whereabouts was he a
policeman?
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MR JWAAI: He was a policeman in Ntlanzame.

ADV SANDI: When this took place, Mr Jwaai, you state that you were not here in
this area.

MR JWAAI: No, I wasn't.



ADV SANDI: How did you learn about it?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I can explain how I learnt about it. Firstly, I would like to
thank the Commission and the investigating unit for your good work that you have
done. I am glad that I can talk about Thembalethu today, he is my child.

I have this to report. I would like to know who killed him. Secondly, what did
he do. As a child who used to state what happened to him, even if we used to
punish him as a child you would have an explanation of why you had to punish
him. That is why I would like to see the people who are the perpetrators. He was
very young.

I can report that he was in Std 10. Because of lack of means we couldn't take
him further. I have eight children and there are ten of us, including the
parents. He was the youngest.

When he passed Std 10, I ordered him to go and seek employmen because I am an
old-age pensioner. You can realise that the pension is only meant for one
person. One person can only be supported with this, and then he agreed to go and
seek employment.

I took him to Ntlanzame and I knew that he would be staying in my houst at
Ntlanzame because I own a house there, Unit 15, it is No 284. Then I was sure
and confident that he would be realised and would behave himself as an owner of
the house. So I liked that he was going to be there. I also stated that I will
arrange that he gets an
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identity document and then he agreed to that.

Then we went to East London. There was a policeman who was a next-door
neighbour, he was Mr Zelani and then I handed him over so that he can be
assisted. This Zelani was a sergeant and then he asked whether he had documents.
Then I admitted that he had none. Then he promised that he would make
arrangements. Thembalethu obtained the identity document. He was enrolled in the
police force.

He continued as a policeman. During his off days he would come and visit us as a
family.

ADV SANDI: I would like you to please realise that I would like to make a
request and I hope you won't be offended by this. Could you please confine
yourself to what happened to your son. Before you go further, I would like you
to answer this question for me. When did he join the police force in Ciskei, can
you remember the year?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I think it was in 1992.

ADV SANDI: So he also, all this occurred in 1992?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I think it happened the same year, because he was still a new
recruit.

ADV SANDI: Can you remember the situation there in the Ciskei during that
period, who was the ruler there? Can you give us a brief explanation of what you
can remember who was governing the Ciskei and how did he relate with the police?

MR JWAAI: The governor or the person who was governing was Gzozo. Everybody was
not satisfied with what was happening.



ADV SANDI: Let's go back to the day when this happened. You said Thembalethu was
also in the van of the police and they were performing their duties as they
usually did.

MR JWAAI: I think I should state this. I have a daughter who is a sister to
Thembalethu. She was attending school
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there. This is the report that I received from her. She states that as usual
Thembalethu went on duty because his shift was from six to two in the afternoon.
When he came back from work there was a van with one policeman. This person
said, this person was light in complexion and he was bald. Then I cannot
remember his name. This person said to Thembalethu I have come to fetch you so
that you can go to work. He was reluctant do go, but in the end he did agree to
go together. That is the last time when Thembalethu was seen. Days passed and
then they didn't hear anything about where Thembalethu is.

There were two policemen who came and reported that Thembalethu was shot dead
and then the van in which he was travelling was burnt out. They said please give
us somebody who can accompany us to go to his father, because we do not know
where to locate his father. Fortunately there was somebody who was able and
prepared to escort them. Then I received these bad tidings. I was given the
information that the van was also burnt out. Then I said I will go to this place
where he used to stay. I was ordered to go to the mortuary.

The following day I went to the mortuary. When I got there I was ordered that I
should identify bodies. During this period I could see that his body was already
spoilt and then there was only a skeleton left. I couldn't identify him because
it was only the skeleton which was there.

I had previously been to one of the persons who was keeping guard. When I
thought over, I could realise that for any person there is something with which
you can identify him. You know, the teeth of a person, it is not easy for the
teeth to be burnt also. So I called this
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person and said please come and be here with me. Then I identified him with his
teeth and then I signed for his body. Then I received the death certificate.

Thereafter I went to the scene of the accident. When I got there I could find
ashes but there was no van. This was a surprise to me.

Then I tried to think of what I can do. I am not familiar with the police. I am
not famliar with any people and at times we would see the police, who covered
themselves with blankets and rugs. We would see people who would say they are
afraid. The place was not a happy one to be in. I was able to see everything in
this document. When I looked through the document I see also a van. There was a
red car next to the van, and I saw this in the photograph. Apparently this car
is the one which did this evil. I have the document here with me. I keep this in
my suitcase.

Ever since I got it I never knew that there would be a Commission, but God
helped me that I should be wise enough to keep these so that I can refer always.
You can see the van, it is charred. There is a car just next to it, it is a red
car and I think the occupants were the people who did the evil to my son.

Nobody knew about this car and it was said the people who did this, they ran



away. Then there was somebody who came to say it was stolen and he had reported
the car theft to the police.

Commission, I can state that, I can give you a clue and this could help you.
Please go to the police who arrested him, who came to fetch him for work. He is
the one who could give you information about all the details of what happened
that day, because nobody knows what happened.
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I know sometimes, even if a policeman is off duty, he is fetched when it is
necessary. But there is no explanation of what was happening, why was he called
back.

I went to see the sergeant who signed for the van, so that it can be issued to
come and collect him. But you could see that nobody was prepared to give me much
information and details about what happened that day.

I think you can realise that I am old now. Even if I pause you must not be
offended by that.

ADV SANDI: Mr Jwaai, the document or the paper that you have given to us now,
was it the Daily Despatch?

MR JWAAI: Yes, it is.

ADV SANDI: Without evoking any pain from you when we revive what happened. But
when I look in your statement, you state that the people who attacked him, took
the person and put them at the back of the van, locked it up and then burnt them
whilst they were inside?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I am just estimating, it is now my presumption. I saw the van
that it was closed. Usually the van is not closed, it is kept open. But when you
look at the paper you could see that there was somebody who closed it.

ADV SANDI: Were there people who were arrested or any suspects about this?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I heard rumours that some people, there were people who were
arrested, but this was never reported to me directly. It was said those suspects
were released. Please bear in mind that I am talking about hearsay. There were
three people and then they were given bail of

R1 000,00.

ADV SANDI: Did you get a full report from the policemen as the people who
experienced this? Were there any messages or
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any report about the court case?

MR JWAAI: No policeman ever came to us. I don't have any information about the
police who might have come and reported what happened.

ADV SANDI: Did you ever go to court?

MR JWAAI: No, I didn't. It is just that the rumours that I heard. I was never
offered an opportunity to attend the court hearings. I could see that there was
no direction.



ADV SANDI: In other words you say the case was never continued?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I am saying so.

ADV SANDI: When last did you go to the police? Or did you ever go to the police
to find out about the proceedings?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I did. When the Commission was in East London I went there to
find out if I could get some money, because I was never compensated for what
happened. I was informed that he was resigning from the police and I was
informed that he couldn't get any benefits. Then I could obtain this card that
he said that he was going. There is his signature. Then I couldn't do anything
further, because it was him who said he was going out, so he cannot get out.

ADV SANDI: This document that you have with you now, would you like to leave it
with us?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I would like that to happen.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any further information that you think that you could
give us?

MR JWAAI: Yes, that is all I can say, but I have an appeal to make. I would like
the Commission - I would like the investigating unit of the Commission to
establish this: I would like to find out that even if he was resigning from
work, we would like to find out what efforts did they make
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for his death, to compensate for his death. As I am here I boarded a Kombi to
Butterworth. Should anything happen that I am in an accident, I know that the
family would make me to get a third party or whatever. Compensation that I can
get. If you have any reasons then as a person that you cannot request anything,
then there are times when you are also called in by the authorities to state
that the people should come forward and present their cases so that they can be
compensated or get something. I would like to be assisted also with this money.
I would like to go to this section which can assist with the compensation.

ADV SANDI: I am interested in what you are saying now, because I can understand
that you also know the legal issues.

MR JWAAI: Yes, I have information about the legal issues because I am old. So
because I am old I am wise. I think I don't have any contemporaries here amongst
us. These are all children, but I can say there are two gentlemen who are old
that I can say they are my peers. But I can state that I am unable to speak
lies. Even if I am preaching it is very easy for me to preach and convey the
message because when you are old you are wise, you cannot lie. You state things
as they are. That is why we now highlight and emphasise that in the religious
aspects only the aged and the elders should be allowed to participate in
religious matters.

ADV SANDI: I am glad for what you have just said. I think you are wise really.

Can we retrace our steps a bit. What would you do if you can meet the
perpetrators and what would you do if they ask for forgiveness.
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MR JWAAI: I thank you very much for your question. Forgiveness is what took



place amongst our families a long time ago. When a memorial service was held in
Bisho, I was requested to make a few words, and then I was able to stand up and
I was able to convey this message, that all of us who are here, we will pass
this road. Nobody knows when he would go, nobody knows the day when he would
die. If there was a tape-recorder that day you would hear me saying and stating
that everybody would be leaving this world.

There was a broadcast over what I said and there was a request to repeat what I
was saying. Then I was taken to another room, the door was closed. I was alone
and I was able to talk to the recorder and what I said was recorded. Then I went
back to the gentleman with whom I was going with, and then the tape was put here
again. There were some policemen and they also listened to what I said. I didn't
understand that I was sending condolences to the family, and I was praised by my
wife for what I did.

When I went back to my family, everybody was very happy, because I had made and
cited examples which were strenghtening and supportive to my family. Even today,
when they were crying at the time, they were looking at me. You know, everybody
knows that when there is anything which is bad, which has taken place at home,
the father is the one who is looked at. The funeral was well-prepared and I am
proud to say that there were no problems.

The people were also meeting and they have gathered in my house and everybody
was here to listen to me and then they wanted to hear all the arrangements
during that time. Everybody thanked for what I said and stated. They were asking
me who told me to say what I have said. I said no,
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this was impromptu but I was able to state my feelings. Gqozo also stood up the
same day at the memorial service, and then he asked what is the use for you to
stand up and say you are the members of these organisations; look here, you have
somebody who is dead now.

I stated that we are all going to die. I realised that he was just talking and
directing what he is saying to me, because I am also an ANC member, here is my
card and I am the card-carrying member. The whole family are card-carrying
members.

Why my son also joined this, is because I knew that the children should see
somebody who can lead them. So that is why when we see the people in the
rallies, we also want people to produce their cards. We know that the ANC is one
of the best organisations in this country. I am talking about my organisation of
which I am proud.

CHAIRPERSON: Order, please! I would request Mr Sandi to guide the gentleman
here, so that we should not divert from what we are supposed to be doing.

ADV SANDI: Mr Jwaai, I would like to thank you very much for what you have just
presented. It is clear that it is a wise man and a veteran who is now speaking.
Do you wish to state anything further in addition to what you have said now or
would you like us to regard that you have said everything that you have said
everything that you wanted to say?

MR JWAAI: Yes, I have said all that I wanted to. But I have three requests.

I would like to get some benefits belonging to my son. Secondly, when the people
are registered for employment, they are informed about the working conditions
and they will be informed about their salaries and the agreement would be
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signed and understood by both parties. The government and the officer.
Unfortunately my son died before all these could be arranged properly. Nobody
knew that he was going to die. He also didn't know that he was going to die. So
I would like him to get his benefits.

Thirdly, I am an old-age pensioner, which is inadequate. I have got a big family
and I am left with the seven survivors and eight, including the mother. We are
struggling very much, because my son was beginning to maintain and support the
family. I had confidence in him. Because he would bring his whole salary to me.

I have these requests to make. The Government should please help me and assist
me in the maintenance of the family. Even if they can exclude my wife, although
she is regarded to be very young, I am going to share with her this pension that
I am getting. I would like the Government to assist me with the school
requirements in connection with my children. My last-born is doing Std 1. The
little one said he would like to get R2,50 because the lady teacher said he is
going to beat me if I don't bring the money. I ask what is the money meant for?
He said it was meant for the school fees. I would like the Government to take
over and assist me.

ADV SANDI: I thank you very much, Mr Jwaai. I am going to hand over to the
Chairperson. I hope the Commission will attend to what you have requested. Thank
you very much.

MR JWAAI: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to understand clearly. When there was still this
Ciskei independent country, the policemen were attacked usually.

MR JWAAI: Yes.
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CHAIRPERSON: So the community members were involved in the attacking of the
police?

MR JWAAI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: During the time when your son died, was he together with other
police?

MR JWAAI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: How many of them were there?

MR JWAAI: There were four of men. I don't think I can say anything about them
because I was not given the mandate to do so.

CHAIRPERSON: Was the one who fetched him also a policeman?

MR JWAAI: Yes, he was also a policeman.

CHAIRPERSON: Was he one of the deceased?

MR JWAAI: I am not quite clear about that. I do not know where he is. One of
them ran away whilst they were being locked up in the van. When you read the
newspaper, the driver was the one who was killed. When he fell there were others
who were at the back and then it is written there in the paper, you can see
that, the attacker shot the tank, the petrol tank and then the car was burnt. We



hear this from the community members, because they said one of the policemen ran
away, but the police do not want to come out so that he can come forward and
give us information.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any funds in the Ciskei to meet the needs of the police
who have been injured?

MR JWAAI: I do not know, because I am staying here in the Transkei, I just visit
the Ciskei, but I don't know the proceedings in the Ciskei.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you receive any compensation from the Ciskei Government?

MR JWAAI: No, it was said he was resigning from the
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service.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

MR JWAAI: Can I something? I only got the insurance from the Old Mutual because
he was a member of the Old Mutual insurance. I think I got enough from the Old
Mutual insurance.

CHAIRPERSON: My last question is, what did the authorities say in the Ciskei?

MR JWAAI: I can't hear properly.

CHAIRPERSON: I am asking what did the authorities from the Ciskeian Government
say to you about the death of your son?

MR JWAAI: Nothing came from them. I was always waiting for them to call me, but
I was never called in. That is why I thought that I should also come here to the
Truth Commission. I had a file which was kept at the magistrate's office. As I
understand it, we were supposed to have been called and compensated. But each
time when we go and find out about it, it is said that nothing has been
received. So I stated that then to these officials who are working at the
magistrate's offices, I would like to have the file so that I can present it to
the Commission. I was informed that no, the file was taken by the police and
they took it to the Commission. I realise that they were just deceiving me.

I believe that I am the one who was supposed to take the file and bring it to
you. I didn't think that the police could take that responsibility for me. Then
I requested that they should give me the particulars of this girl. I have all
the particulars. That person is a sergeant now.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you very much, Mr Jwaai, for all the details that you have
given us. As the Commission we are prepared to make investigations. We would
like to know the
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details surrounding the death of your son. We would like you to please get your
paper, the newspaper that you have kept for quite a long time, but we would like
to have a copy. We would also give you the paper back. If we need any further
details from you we will contact you. We will make contact with you so that we
can get as much details as possible, when we are doing our investigations. We
have got the investigation unit, which would be busy trying to find out and dig
out the information about the atrocities that took place previously.



Thank you very much.
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CHAIRPERSON: Mr Chairman the next witness is JAMES ZAMIWONGA KATI.I thereby call
upon Mr Kati to take the stand. We know that you were able to give all the
details. We know that you have been ill-treated. We cannot keep quite and not
acknowledge the contribution which brought about the change which we are
experiencing today because you never turned back you went forward and led this
struggle and you led and influenced most of the people to stand up against the
atrocities. We would like you to give us details, we would like you to also
stand up so that you can pledge take the oath.

JAMES ZAMIWONGA KATI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to lead you Maya when you are going to give details
and give evidence. In short Maya I would like you to give a briefing of who you
are, where were you born and how did you get involved in the struggle.

MR KATI: I am Zamiwonga Kati. My christian name is James. I was born in the
village of Luheweni at Ngcobo. I was brought up there. I was involved with the
struggle in 1949 whilst I was in Cape Town. Should I go on. OK thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Under which organisation were you a member?

MR KATI: I was involved in the organisation named as African National Congress.

CHAIRPERSON: Was it since 1949 and during that time, I know that you have been
frequently arrested, when were you first arrested?

MR KATI: I was first arrested in 1952 it was during the Defiance Campaign. I was
ill-treated. Our leader was injured and it was Vuseli Meni. His eardrum was
ripped out when he was a assaulted by the White men.

CHAIRPERSON: So you were arrested.

MR KATI: Yes, I was arrested and I was sentenced to three months, I was not
alone anyway.

CHAIRPERSON: Again I realised that you were arrested again and that you were
also tortured. Probably there might be people who might have been involved in
torturing you, the policemen that you could name. There are policemen
unfortunately I am not going to name them due to the restrictions that prevent
the Commissions who cannot - are not allowed and are prohibited to allow us to
mention names. But it was in 1962 when we were investigated about our
involvement with the MK. We were assaulted for three days, one comrade was
injured, his name was Mr Mgabela from East London. His eardrum was ruptured and
again his testicle was also ruptured, his was urinating blood.

CHAIRPERSON: According to the details given here and the statement you were
arrested again in 1962.



MR KATI: Yes, again in 1962 I was arrested and was sentenced in 1964. It was in
January. I was sentenced for two and a half years for Unlawful Organisation.

CHAIRPERSON: In all, how many times were you arrested if you can remember?

MR KATI: In 1965 I was again charged and I was sentenced for three years in
Grahamstown, it was three and a half years in Grahamstown. Again I was sentenced
at Humansdorp at the Regional Court the same year. It was said I was taken for
what the ANC's ideologies and then I was arrested and sentenced for five years.

I went to Robben Island and I think it was for eleven years in all. When I
arrived at Robben Island, Mr Ngagel assisted me. He is the person who tried his
best for us to get remission. I got a remission for three years and it varied
for most of us some of the prisoners were serving twenty two years sentences
which were reduced to twelve years. I was supposed to serve more but I was able
to serve only eight years after the remission of three years.

When I was released in 1972 I was restricted and was not supposed to leave the
Ngobwe area. This order came from the Police, then this banning order was lifted
up in 1974 and then during that time I went to Cape Town. During that period I
was not arrested but then in 1977 I was arrested whilst still in Cape Town. The
reason for the arrest was that I was instigating the youth and recruiting them
for training outside the Country.

There were two of us who were accused, Nglosa was one of us and he was
originating from Alice. The Police informed us that if we do not reveal what we
are doing they are going to kill us or our wives will never get an opportunity
to have men called ourselves. Chris Hani's wife had already been assaulted and
she miscarried during the process. At the time there was no plane to go to
Lesotho some of the gentleman who arrested with Chris Hani's wife were arrested
across the borders when they were going to Swaziland. I was then given the
reason for my assault as the recruitment of the youth. I was psychologically
tortured at the cells. You know they used to show me some pictures of what was
happening, I used to see some of my Comrades and we were trying to ask why are
you torturing us, the others were put in the straight-jacket, they were
screaming due to pain and during the time when you see this or watch this you
never get a rest because psychologically you become affected.

You become destabilised mentally and I had a breakdown, but during the breakdown
I was able to be taken by the Police and they took me and handcuffed me, they
tortured me again, I had cigarette burns, if I can show you at the back here you
can see big scars of cigarette burns. This was during the interrogation and I
had to give details about how did I join the MK and when did I become a member
of the ANC all such details I was expected to give, at times they would even
take the match and burn me on my thumb and even the index finger, they would
literally burn me with the matches and they would be hitting me at the back I
had to be admitted in hospital because there was tortured severally. I went to
Somerset hospital and then was admitted for a period if I am not mistaken it was
four months, between four and five months, nobody knew where I was, my family
never knew my whereabouts, when I was still in hospitalised, I was bedridden, I
couldn't stand up, I was sort of quadriplegic but as the time went on I couldn't
use my upper body and I used only the lower limbs only.

The family was looking for me and at the end my wife was called in and so that
she can help to look for me. Their lawyers who were also assisting Benif Joffe
was assisting my wife, they were also supporting her in the search at the end
they could trace me and then I was taken to Pollsmoor Prison. When I saw my
wife, I didn't know my wife, she was asking who am I, I also asked who you are.
She was surprised to see me in the condition in which I was. I was disorientated
and I couldn't see my wife at the end she told me who she was, but at the end I
also realised that she was really my wife.

I was released, but let me mention that before I was released I learned from Mr



Nchovo who was originating from the Border that there times when she used to
help me with washing and also shaving me and asked me if I knew if Losa is late.
I was still disorientated at the time but I could realise what she was saying. I
was informed that he was next to my bed and I was about to be released at the
time. This came as a shock to me.

When I was released the policemen who arrested me said to me you must count
yourself as very fortunate, count your blessings because you were going to be
charged together with Losa, when they said this I was yet aware of the fact that
Losa is late. When I was released it was then that I realised that I could also
have been counted as one of the deceased. When I get there in the cells again I
was taken to the hall where we were all gathered, my colleagues assisted me that
I should be transported back here in the Transkei.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you go back to the Transkei?

MR KATI: Yes, I did.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you having any problems?

MR KATI: The minute when I came back I met the late Mr Xobolo we were always
together, he took me and tried to see that I get medication and then I recovered
gradually. In 1978 we were re-arrested again with Mr Xobolo because we had
formed just ...(intervention)

CHAIRPERSON: Sorry, can we know who was arresting you?

MR KATI: It was the Government, the Transkei Government. He said we have revived
the youth league the DPP because we saw that we had no other way and we couldn't
take for what our ideologies, we wanted to use the platform of the DP and we
used it, then we were arrested for formulating this youth league. All the
executive members were arrested. I think we were arrested for four to five
months and then we were released thereafter. There was no charge laid against
us.

CHAIRPERSON: When did you go to Butterworth?

MR KATI: You know in Butterworth I was arrested in 1981, I was then forced to
give information about all the members of the Umkonto weSizwe because I was
belonging to base one of the guerillas, then I was requested to give
information. When I refused I was arrested and was detained at the Butterworth
Police Station. There were men like Spocks and so many others called Masimola -
we called him Poppie, that was his nickname, Matamela was one of them, he was
amongst us. Immediately when I came there, there were policemen who were
assaulting other people in the room next door. They were forced to take
exercises so that they can admit to have killed the police who were here at
Butterworth. They were forced to give false information about themselves, but I
was not involved in that group. There were men like Dixon Pongoma the many
others, King Peter, the likes and so many of them, you could see that at the
back they appeared as if they had burns because of the assault that they had
experienced. We had to take water and try to soothe him, he was arrested and was
forced to go and direct the police to where I lived.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were there in Butterworth, did you had a visitor from your
daughter?

MR KATI: Yes. My daughter Nomashepita came to visit me. When she ...(tape ends)
....were white men. I was taken to the Cambridge Police Station, that is where I
was severely tortured. I was put into the boeing I was covered, it was a cover
which was put over my head, there will be ice which is put on your head and you
will be electrocuted on the feet, this took place for four days and I was
released after five days, this happened day in and day out.

I just want to mention that on the first day, they started at four in the



afternoon and they did it for the whole night at the end I falsely admitted that
I knew where the weapons were. When I agreed and admitted, they took me back to
my place, when we reached my place, there were some men also who were also taken
along, Dengana and others and they took me to Ngobo, there were other Policemen
there. I was always given orders that should I make any false move or try to
assault them, they would kill me on the spot. They were expecting to find
guerillas accommodated at my place. Then when we reached my place, I said the
weapons were under my table. They took the detectors and tried to search and
locate all the weapons that I was talking about. They realised that I was giving
false information, but I kept on pointing falsely because I was afraid. They
went to the vicinity and wanted to dig around so that they can see where they
can get the weapons, unfortunately for them, the people in the community refused
to provide them with anything to use to dig my house, then on their own they
went to town to get some tools and they came back. When they came back, they dug
and the holes were deep, still looking for these weapons. When they didn't find
anything from my house, we were taken to another spot, again they started to dig
again, I went on doing this, it was a wild goose chase. It was a terrible
situation because I kept on saying "No keep on digging, you will find
something", then we went to a rocky area and I still insisted that we should
keep on digging because they are going to find some weapons.

At the end they realised that I was just giving false information, they
assaulted me, they took me up the hill, when we reached the top of the hill,
they grabbed my testicles and they pressed and crushed my right testicle, when I
came down I was in pain, at the end I just gave them information that I was just
trying to get some peace. At the end I said to them, "you can kill me if you
like".

CHAIRPERSON: Can you get some information when you were taken to the Police
Station in Cambridge were there any Police that you knew about, would you like
us to get some information about the names of the Police there?

MR KATI: Yes, there are, there were two black policemen. I think there were
three, I am mistaken to say there were two, there were three Black policemen. I
think the other one is late, but I am certain about the two who are still alive,
there were also White policemen, two of them are here in the Transkei. I don't
know whether I can name them because I know their names but I am afraid of the
Commission.

CHAIRPERSON: OK, lets proceed. In other words you say you were tortured also and
ill-treated here in the Transkei?

MR KATI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know the Police who did this?

MR KATI: Yes, I know them. I know them very well. They ill-treated me from East
London and also in Butterworth. When I was in Butterworth I could see that my
daughter was deeply hurt, that is when I said to the Police "please leave my
daughter alone, kill me, because I am the person who knows the ANC, don't do
this to my daughter", then I was talking to the Policemen who was still looking
for the weapons.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you mean the Police here in the Transkei?

MR KATI: Yes, I mean the Police here in the Transkei. Dengana was one of the
Policemen, Tyelala, Madikizela, I have forgotten the other one, but I think the
other one was from East London and he is late now.

CHAIRPERSON: OK, you can stop.

MR KATI: I have forgotten his name but I can remember that he was from East
London or he is Mr Mgiwa.



CHAIRPERSON: OK. Thank you very much. Where were you when your wife died?

MR KATI: I was still in prison.

CHAIRPERSON: Which prison were you detained?

MR KATI: I was in Iditchwa. When I came back from East London they took me to
the Iditchwa Police Station. I was detained there. When I got there, I reported
to the Police that I have been assaulted and I described and gave details about
my injuries, at the time I was urinating blood. They referred me to the doctor
and fortunately as I came on Friday I was fortunate that the following day the
doctor was supposed to do his rounds. When I gave a statement to the doctor he
said I should be taken to hospital for admission. On Monday when the police came
in they took me away from the jail and then they took me to Iditchwa where they
detained my daughter.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know those Police who did that to you?

MR KATI: Yes I do.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know their names?

MR KATI: They were young so I don't know much about them, but they received the
instructions from Dingana, because they were the people who were responsible for
my case.

CHAIRPERSON: How long did you stay in Iditchwa? For how many months did you stay
there?

MR KATI: The Policemen came to tell me that my wife is deceased. I was informed
that she died when she was in Natal. When I realised that I was going to be
arrested by the police, I had met my police, we had met with some of the doctors
and Mr Nkogwana and Mgangese and I had requested them that they should be nearer
my wife. They took my wife to the hospital in Durban because I had requested and
made arrangements that she should be supported by some of the lawyers, the
Mkangas and the other people. It was on the 25th and 26th, but I realised it was
long before, it was on the 16th September when she died. But I got the
information on the 25th. My daughter was still detained also during this period.
She was the only person who was released because they said I cannot be released.
She was the one who was able to go and make funeral arrangements. A Mr Shabalolo
assisted my child because she knew my wife, she assisted her and gave her
supportive services for all the arrangements that were supposed to be done for
the funeral. The coffin was so beautiful, thanks to the Chamalolos, and the
people who supported my daughter. The people tried to come and appeal to the
Police and the authorities that I should be released so that I can attend the
funeral. The lawyers like Bruce Matikizela tried to assist in appealing for my
release. At the end the authorities, Mtanzima were able to release me, I am very
sorry if I was not supposed to mention his name, I have already done that. When
they agreed for my release, I was taken by the Police to attend the funeral. I
was escorted by a hoard of more than 28 police vans. When I came here it was
about 10.00 by that time the hearse was not yet present. Reverend Kota was the
one already there doing the rights, Mr Ezra Seqela and the Reverend where the
people who assisted with the sermon. All the people that I had mentioned before
who gave support were also present. I was also informed by the police that I was
supposed to be taken to Johannesburg because it was not enough for me to be
tortured here in Iditchwa, the best for me would be Johannesburg where I will be
severally tortured. It was said there should be an interdict so that I was going
to be killed. There was an interdict so that I was supposed not to have gone.
There were lawyers, Lawyers Sequela, Wilson who is presently the Judge now. They
were taken to South Africa, they were looking for me all the time and nobody
knew about my whereabouts. When I came back from the funeral I was taken again
back to Iditchwa Police Station.

CHAIRPERSON: How long did you stay there?



MR KATI: I stayed for seven months at Iditchwa in detention. I have never been
involved or engaged in exercises for seven months.

CHAIRPERSON: When did you go to Court?

MR KATI: I was taken to Court in 1981, but I was never sentenced. I was
sentenced in 1982. I was sentenced for 13 years.

CHAIRPERSON: Where were you detained?

MR KATI: I was detained at Wellington. We were separated, there were others who
were at Wellington and the others were at Lebota, but I was brought back to
Wellington when the sentence was going to be passed.

CHAIRPERSON: What would you like the Commission to assist you with?

MR KATI: I would appeal to the Commission, although I know that we had already
been informed that we cannot both attend with our openings, the Court sessions
then I think I should drop that request although it's was I had wished for. But
what I am appealing for now is that I am still destabilised health-wise, because
the left arm is unable to lift heavy loads, I have to keep it relaxed because I
was handcuffed for quite a long time and this affected my arm. The most affected
arm is the left arm. I'd really like to get proper medication or specialist so
that I can be well protected.

Some of the things that I would like to have is that I should have a tombstone
for my wife.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Kati.

MR KATI: I have just a little detail that I would like to state. I like just to
mention that King Sabata gave me support and he gave me some money to assist
with the funeral arrangements. Thereafter Mr Tshabalolo who is late now, was
arrested because he had received that money. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kati amongst the names that you have mentioned is Mr Vuseli
Menini whom you claim that his ear-drum was ruptured during the assault. Can I
just ask a question, where is he now.

MR KATI: Vuseli Menini was our Leader during that period, when we were trying to
turn against the White people because they were assaulting our Leader, Vuseli
didn't want us to do that because he said it was against the rules and
expectations of the organisation to assault anybody. That is when he was
injured, he said we must leave him, if the boers want to kill him they should be
allowed to do so.

What happened to Vuseli is that when we were together in Grahamstown when we
started attending the Court proceedings, we were arrested for conspiracy. I
think we would be six comrades. When the indictment was squashed in Rivonia and
I was also squashed, it was said we were going to be charged for what we have
done. If for instance, you had given instructions to the MK then you were one of
the people who were supposed to be arrested. One of the witnesses was injured.
Vuseli was taken to Court and his case was presided by the Judge. The others
were expected to go to Court for the charges of being involved in the MK.
Zanakile, Mkaba, Vuseli and Khingo were the people who were charged as for being
the high commanders and they were taken to the Court. When they went there they
were sentenced to death. Comrade Wilton Mcguire intervened and he said those
people should be released so there was an appeal because Mcguire wanted the
people to be released, so Vuseli objected to that and said Mcguire was defying
the orders and expectations of the organisation because the slogan was "you
should die alone". What we knew was that if the people were sentenced to death
they should go there rejoicing to the gallows, all three of them, they went
there of their own accord and they willingly went to the gallows saying "die



alone, die alone".

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Can I just ask one question. During the period
when you have been going to prison, did you have any lawyers to defend you?

MR KATI: No, I didn't have any when I went to the further charge. It was
difficult because we unfortunately had to defend ourselves, starting from the
period when I had to appear in Grahamstown I was having no lawyer, also in
Humansdorp I didn't have a lawyer and both cases I didn't have the lawyer.

CHAIRPERSON: Didn't you have any person to defend you because the organisation
which assisted to defend the political prisoners was banned?

MR KATI: Yes, it is so. Because we knew that our court case couldn't do anything
about it because we were alone at the time we said they could just be released
and we will stand alone. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kati you have shared with us experiences which were aimed at
damaging and at confusing, but you have shared with a sense of humour which
shows us that you are one of those heroes which have turned a traumatic memory
into a victory of some kind. Maybe I can ask you to advise us as a Commission as
to what needs to be thought about or to be done to make sure that the
experiences you are taking about are not part of our history again, because that
is part of our responsibility as a Commission to assist in making sure that some
of the acts which we call "Human Rights Violation" are never repeated again in
our society.

MR KATI: In my opinion as I am here today, and as we are now can be regarded as
liberated, to assist the Commission, I think we should be able to see to it that
this should never, never ever be a White person who leads the country.
CHAIRPERSON: I think we can just conclude. We thank you very much Mr Kati for
what you have given us. It is quite a long time as a Commission that we have
been going around listening to all the detainees and the atrocities which were
shared and experienced by the people, but what is very strange and amazing is
that when we listen to these we are unable to control our emotions, again today
the same thing applied. You have presented and put forward to us very painful
details which made us to be moved. We would like to thank the Lord for
presenting such people who are like you, who we can regard them as heroes. At
times the young lions or the youth sometimes forget when they have done issues
which cannot be forgotten. We know there were strong men, heroes and people who
tried to liberate this country. Some of the mothers and fathers, they kept
quite, they were just selfish and self-centred just taking care of their
families, but people like you sacrificed for the struggle and freedom. Through
the struggle we were liberated, we salute you for what you have done for us, we
also salute the late King Sabata for his contribution so that your wife had a
dignified funeral, we also salute the community of Ngobo who said they would
never assist and support the people who were turning against you and refused to
provide them with the tools when they wanted to dig at your place, we salute
that community because they have shown solidarity, because they could show that
they support you, that was a very brave contribution that they have done, but
what has touched me most is that you request that there should be a tombstone in
memory of your late wife, I think the Commission will try its utmost best to be
able to meet or fulfil your wish. We salute you. Thank you. We know that it is
very difficult to always ask for a break, it is very difficult for us to request
that we should have a short break for fifteen minutes so that we can have a
pause, and then we will meet at quarter past eleven again. Thank you.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Chairman, we would like to call Florence Nozibeli Ladlokova.

MRS LADLOKOVA: ... approaching in a very high speed.

We did not know what was happening. The car stopped in front of our house. I got out and I asked what is happening. I
asked, this person did not say anything. He just came inside and he took a knopkirrie. Then I followed. I followed trying
to follow him the same way that he left. Some men from the village heard that there were shots and apparently it was
my husband who was being shot. One of the elderly men from the village stopped him and so he did stop and young
men who covered their face with balaclavas shot at him, but they did not shoot, they did not hit him, they shot at the car.
Let me tell you now what happened again.

Before he went back home the car was already hit though he was not injured at the time and now again in 1992 he went
to town. He was going to buy some stock for his father's shop. On his way from the town he passed my place. He left
some of the things at home. He was with another girl. At home there was my mother. On his way to Showvery he did
not realise there was another car that was following him. He wondered why is this car that has been following me, this
car does not even have a number plate. He kept on wondering about this. Then when they were not far from where they
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were going to he heard some shots, but unfortunately they were not hitting at him. Then they got the wheel of the car.
He then got out of the car. They did not give him a chance even then. Then he ran and he hid himself in this house. They
tried to search for him even in the house and then he tried to escape through the window. While he was still trying to
escape he fell into a hole, into a ditch. They got him out of there. There were shots being fired this whole time and then
he asked, please man, forgive me, what have I done, but that was the time that they took him. They had no forgiveness
in their hearts.

MEMBER OF PANEL: And these people who were shooting him or in which organisation do they belong to?

MRS LADLOKOVA: They belonged to the ANC.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What position did your husband hold in the PAC?

MRS LADLOKOVA: No, he did not have any position

MEMBER OF PANEL: And then in the Vumalano village, did he belong in any committee, maybe in the Committee of



the Headman? On these perpetrators were they seen, were there any witnesses, did anybody know about them?

MRS LADLOKOVA: Their names were Umvuzo and Keesie and another was Nkosipendulie Kekengana. The other
one was Magunqa Madlavu.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were these people arrested by the police?

MRS LADLOKOVA: Yes they were arrested, but they again got out very quickly. This went on and we were all, we
were told that there would be a court case on a certain day. We were only told by people who heard this accidentally
that our court case would be on a certain date, but it was never heard. The case now was at the end of March, but we
were
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told that the Prosecutors were not there, they were out of town.

INTERPRETER: I am sorry, the Commissioner's mike is off so I am unable to interpret.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You said Umvuzo, Nkesie and his group they went into the grave. What did they want on the
grave?

MRS LADLOKOVA: I do not know what Nkesie wanted on the grave. I just heard this from my mother who said did
you see Umvozo that he is from the grave. He passed here with his group and they were doing toi-toi and then when
they were coming back he isolated himself and he stood on top of the grave.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did the people attend the funeral from your community as usual?

MRS LADLOKOVA: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you get any restrictions from any other organisations?

MRS LADLOKOVA: Some of the people from other places could not come because they were scared even because of
the way that he died.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What is you wish coming from the Commission?

MRS LADLOKOVA: My wish is that I would like the Commission to please investigate for the death of my husband. I
do not want him to die like a dog. Moreover I would like to be helped out with the, with my children.

MEMBER OF PANEL: How many are your children?

MRS LADLOKOVA: My children are six.

MEMBER OF PANEL: In which standards are they in at the moment?

MRS LADLOKOVA: The first one is doing standard nine, she
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was born in 1978. The boy is doing standard seven, he is doing standard eight and the other one was born in 1989, she is
doing standard five.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. Over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions?

MR SANDI: Yes Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mrs Ladlokova, from the way you answered the Commissioner who was guiding you now, you said your
husband was killed during a conflict between the political organisations in the community. Is that correct?

MRS LADLOKOVA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Could you please explain and elaborate what exactly do you mean by that? Was there any fighting between
the political organisations in this, in your community and which political organisations are these?

MRS LADLOKOVA: At the beginning he was a member of the ANC, but apparently he was not treated well by the
children and most of the people were not treated well in our community by the ANC youth. If somebody wanted to
express his or her opinion the ANC youth would howl at him and ill treat that person.

MR SANDI: When you say they use to sing the liberation songs, which words were they using in these songs? Please do
not sing just give us the lyrics of the songs. Was there anything referring directly to him?

MRS LADLOKOVA: No, nothing was referred directly to him. They were just howling at him so that he can stop
voicing out his opinion.

MR SANDI: Were these youth, on which organisation were they?
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MRS LADLOKOVA: They belonged to the ANC.

MR SANDI: Is that how they identified themselves or were they wearing t-shirts belonging to the ANC?

MRS LADLOKOVA: That is how they identified themselves.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mama Ladlokova. We like the fact that in your case we already have suspects. We would
go into the police and the Prosecutor, the Attorney-General, we will find out from him how far this case is so that this
case can still go on and continue. Thank you.

------------------------------
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DAY 2

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson, can I please call upon Letitia Nonzame Langa
and Zoleka Langa.

LETITIA NOZAME LANGA: (Duly sworn, states).

ZOLEKA LANGA: (Duly sworn, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Chairperson.
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DATE: 18/20-06-96 NAME: NOQGILI VUYELWA LUPHONDWANA

CASE: EC0061/96 UMTATA

DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We would like Luphondwana Noqgili Vuyelwa to take the stand to give
evidence. Before I let you take the oath, some of the people we should just
express have lost their children, the others their partners, their parents,
their husband you are here today to give evidence because your husband
disappeared without any trace and he was ultimately discovered to have been
murdered.

As you state here in the story you give us the information that your husband was
a member of the African National Congress, we know that so many people just like
him, you have paid a big price. We know that's what happened about your husband
when you gave your evidence you did not doubt, you were not complained, you
didn't even complain about his struggle that he was involved in, the only thing
that you would like to know is what happened to your husband because your
husband was involved in the struggle he could be living today.

We know that without your assistance and your support we should salute you for
that because we couldn't have been able to continue with the struggle were it
not assistance and support. Today we are liberated because of their role that
they have played. We would like you to stand up and take an oath.

NOQGILI VUYELWA LUPHONDWANA: (sworn states).

I hand over back to you Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Let me greet you Mrs Luphondwana. I am going to lead you in this
manner. Firstly, I will request you to give us information about your husband
Rex Dingaan Luphondwana. Please briefly explain to us and give us the background
about him, in other word, I would like to know about his participation, his
involvement and whatever he engaged himself in, what was it, what were his
interests, what was his role and I would also like to know were there any
conflicts which he encountered with the previous government and the authorities
at the time. Thereafter I would like to get into details about what you are here
about. Then I would like you to start. Could you please explain to us about who
Rex was.

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Rex Luphondwana was born ...(indistinct) and he was brought up
there and then he went to Loveday to attend school but he was expelled and then
he completed matric at Newell and then thereafter he was a student at Fort Hare
University.

In 1963 whilst he was still a student at Fort Hare he was arrested for sabotage.
He was charged for five years under the Sabotage Act and then he went to Robben
Island to serve the sentence for five years. After his release he was under
house arrest for six years for being a member of an unlawful organisation and
then he was stationed at Cradock. After that he was starting with UNISA and then
he came a graduate who has passed a Law Degree and then there was a problem to
get him registered for Articles and then he came here in the Transkei. Matabese



was the relative and then he was the one who assisted him to serve the Articles.
He then joined Mr Nchika. During this period he was already a member of the ANC.

When I met him in 1978 we then got married in 1979. We had two children,
Mtimkulu and Ncumisa. He was always a lawyer who defended political cases, I
cannot count them because I can think I can make sure the one involved Chief
Sabata, he defended Chief Sabata when the Chiefs here were against Sabata. They
were very close together and then he would say he is a servant to the Chief. At
times they would come together at night and then you would find that they were
slightly under the influence and they were enjoying themselves. They would
continue and talk for hours on end and then they would leave the place at times
and then even when he was in Lesotho, when he is called by the Chief, he would
request me to accompany him to the Chief Sabata's place in Lesotho. There were
these people like Mr Kati, Steve Traykay and some others and the would go to
Umtulugwenche. He had to go in and out the country and visit the Chief in
Lesotho.

MR SANDI: As your husband was a lawyer at the time, and we also know that there
were so many things that were happening, the atrocities, the brutality ....(tape
ends)...

...had he ever been in conflict with the State due to his involvement at the
defence?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: I cannot say there was conflict because this was not directly
aimed at him, but the only thing that we could learn, hear that, there were
questions from the State and this was just rumours. It would be just said as a
joke that he is asked who is this Luphondwana who thinks he is very clever.

MR SANDI: Before we can get into details about the 8th April 1994 we can
remember that your husband was murdered - in a car accident and this is
suspicious. I think we should come closer to the date of 6th April 1994 before
his death. What happened during this day? Did he tell you what was he planning
to do, was he planning to go to ...(indistinct) for the weekend?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, during the weekend on which he died, he said to me on
Thursday, "I am supposed to go to Cradock tomorrow because there is a very
important issue that I have to attend to". I didn't probe because I knew there
were so many urgent issues that he has to take or give attention to, even now
because there was usually such things, so I just agreed that he should go. I
requested that he should take me home because I was a bit ill, so he took me
along and took me to the family. The following day on the Saturday, which was
the 7th, Professor Manganyi was his best friend paid a surprise visit because he
didn't inform, this was unexpected and then I said he should be accommodated. We
made preparations to accommodate him because we loved him also and then they
were visiting Bikitsha for the afternoon and then they wanted to spend the
afternoon with this Boy Bikitsha at Norwood. We had a very good time together
and then Manganyi and my husband spent the afternoon together. They used to call
each other brother-in-law because they were very close and the other thing, one
of them Manganyi was married to the person with the same clan name as him. I was
not fetched from home although my husband had returned from where he went to.
This I didn't question or query because I knew that when he was with his friends
then I would just tolerate that he should enjoy himself with them. Again then
when he didn't turn up the following day, it was drizzling, I didn't question
again because I knew that he might have been spending a good time with his
friends. I phoned again and said to my helper that she should go to the room and
request that my husband should phone me and then when he came back he said -
"no, there is a visitor, Rex is not there". "Where is he", she said "no, I don't
know" and then I said no, "go to Noel where he has put up for the night" and
then he called him to the telephone. Like any other woman I was a bit jealous, I
wanted to be able to state that I was a bit concerned. My husband never used to
going out and sleep overnight away from home, although he was not an angel, I
can't say he was an angel but he respected his family. You know when this
happened they exchanged views and they would go and get girlfriends for each



other and this was just as expected and accepted by me as a joke. I also asked
Noel, where is my husband, he said he doesn't know. I insisted that he must go
and fetch him where he left my husband. This continued for quite a long time we
were arguing over the telephone and he just said, "just leave me alone, I don't
know where your husband is", then this continued then at the end he would just
drop the telephone. I kept on phoning alternating between the home and the
office for the whole day I was doing this. At quarter past nine in the morning I
was at home. Dr Mngqibisa came to our place and he asked "Where is Noqgili",
because Noqgili is me and then I jumped thinking that it was my husband. When I
looked out it was Mr Mngqibisa and then I asked he what are you here for. He
said "you are my patient". I said you are a Doctor but I asked you what do you
want. At the end I informed him that I am very angry and then he asked "why are
you angry", I said "do you know we are looking for him, I have been phoning the
home and also at work, I am just asking myself what is happening, because I
don't like people who are irresponsible", and then Dr. Mngqibisa said, "I've
come for that". "What is it?". It was reported that between ten and eleven he
was discovered. Then my first reaction was that I was surprised why was I not
informed of what happened and then I made inquiries to find out whether he was
hospitalised and then they said "No".

MR SANDI: Can I take you back, Mrs Luphondwana. Dr Mngqibisa who came to your
place, came whilst you were still looking for your husband, is he the doctor the
family doctor or was he just the doctor for you only? Do you have any link
besides the fact that he was the family doctor?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: He was the family doctor both at my original place and also
here at my place of marriage and then when anything happens then he would be
called. Dr Mngqibisa informed me that when I asked if my husband was
hospitalised after the accident he said "No, he is late". I was shocked and I
wanted to know what happened and then it was said it was a stationary bus which
was next to the road. It was said to me it was a bus which had a trailer. Even
in papers it was reported as a bus which had a trailer and then it was next to
the road, it was stationary there and then he is alleged to have bumped the bus.
Then during this period the people who were coming and bringing condolences and
then it was said this they learnt that there is a prominent lawyer who was
involved in an accident. It was parked, the full story was said on the radio. We
spent quite a long time ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Can I just ask which radio was this that broadcasted because there
were many radio stations?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: For the whole day it was broadcast all over and every radio
station it was broadcast. Before we could even inform our in-laws
telephonically, they could phone us and they were surprised why should we keep
quiet after all this. Because they were surprised how could they hear over the
radio that their son was deceased. They were not aware that we were also not
informed. The other thing that I am thinking is that even the police were
supposed to have come and informed us because we believed that it was their duty
to do so when there is a car accident.

Rex Luphondwana was very popular, and he was known, he was a known figure and a
prominent figure here and even the police knew him, but I can just say maybe
it's because he was controversial. It was only Monday when this took on, there
were prayers, people giving support, condolences and everything but we were
surprised why were we not informed between ten and eleven because we learnt only
the following day at past nine. On Tuesday we were informed that there were
belongings which were brought in here in my place. It was very strange because
there were no indications of any struggle, there were no indications of any
accident because the clothes were in tact, there was not even blood on the
clothes and then I went with Mrs Tshlali, the late Mrs Boltina who was my
neighbour, Mrs Bikitsha and my sisters we went to the mortuary. When we got
there I could see that he was injured, he was maimed.

MR SANDI: Can I just disturb you. Did you say the belongings were brought in at



home? Who brought the clothes and who washed the clothes?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: We are still asking ourselves today, because we do not know who
brought the clothes at home but they were washed by Smoli and the helper. Can I
go on?

MR SANDI: Yes, you may proceed.

MRS LUPHONDWANA: We went to the mortuary and when we got there he was injured.
On the forehead, - I will use the medical terms now, the lower jaw was twisted
and he had a depression on the forehead everything was crushed and the ribs
squashed every bone in the body was crushed. We went to see the car at the scene
of the accident. Usually we used to travel together and the people were saying,
you could have died both of you if you were with your husband, because we always
used to travel together. We were making funeral arrangements, we were depressed
and we were also disappointed with all that happened. On the day of the funeral,
we had made all the arrangements, if you can see the programme, even today,
there was now clear indication of what really happened, nobody ever came to us
to really state what really happened.

MR SANDI: Can I take you back again and disturb you. Do you say the car was
bumped on the left, the side which is the passenger's seat? I would like to know
did you suspect that probably there is a foul - that you are suspecting, did you
take photo's?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: No, we didn't. We couldn't be suspicious because it was said it
was the bus, naturally we thought there were people on the bus and we didn't
think anything about the foul that could have happened. Then we proceeded with
the funeral. When we were continuing with the funeral there were just Boers all
over the place, there were colleagues who were afraid - his colleagues were
afraid to come and everybody disappeared, everybody who was on the programme
didn't come. Nobody turned up, Moniwa was the MC and then I felt very bad
because that person apparently we realised later on that he was a Security
Officer because he was the one who took over as the Master of Ceremonies because
the people didn't turn up because they were afraid of the Security Officers.
After the funeral you could hear all the rumours, there were some of the people
who said "that whore, that whore who is his wife has killed him", the others
said "I bewitched my husband" and then I said I will build a wall around myself.
I didn't want anybody and my personality changed at the time, I was a very
humble person but from the day when the people were just saying bad things about
me, made me to realise that you couldn't trust anybody. Some of the people would
come to me as friends but I would be knowing what the people have said about me
in my absence at my back. Most of the people became back-biters and I had no
friends at the time, but this I could take it as something which is petty, I
cannot just delve much on it. In 1992, I was following this Goniwe case,
Luphondwana and the Goniwe's were the people who were very close to each other
and I believe that when he was going to Cradock I suspect he was going to them.

MR SANDI: Can I just disturb you, I don't want to take you off from what you
were saying now. Was there any inquest about your husband's death?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What were the results?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, thank you for reminding me about that. I had a lawyer, a
Mr Makiwane, he phoned me the other day to say that he would like me to go to
the Court because there is going to be an inquest. I didn't want to go there
because I was afraid. After what I saw at the mortuary, I am a person who is
very sensitive but you can't understand because I am able to keep up a face I
always run away with myself because I have this defence mechanism to avoid
issues which may disturb me. So this day, my father and my brother-in-law they
went. It was said no other person could be blamed for the accident except my
husband.



MR SANDI: Can you state whether you had any information from the 8th April 1984.
1985 up to now did you hear anything maybe that makes you suspect that there
might be foul play? Could you please try to remember what can you think that can
make you believe this was not an accident?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: In 1992 when I was just following the Goniwe case, on the 20th
May 1992, there was an article on paper which was published. It was said there
was confirmation by the Hammer Unit. Somebody phoned the Daily Despatch and it
was said that there was a group of the Hammer Unit which was in the Eastern Cape
which started in 1993 which was trained by the Selous Scouts. It was said they
were trained in the Wild Coast here in the Transkei. This anonymous caller said
they were behind the assassinations. They said they operated in Umtata in 1984.
I was very shocked to learn about this. .... (inaudible) Security Director, Mr
Peter Bezuidenhout said " ...(indistinct)", then I was surprised to learn and I
was shocked because they talked about somebody who died mysteriously in Umtata
and I could not think of anybody else but my husband, because I had a suspicion
that this husband was taken from the bed because it is said in the paper
"verified snatch" and then I could remember that my husband just disappeared
from the bed and then I went home. I wrote this article to them and I asked them
about their opinion concerning this what we are reading. We tried to interpret
every detail and then they asked me "why do you say so" and then I said, "these
are my suspicions". My father said I must call my brother who is just after me.
He is a lawyer and then I explained my suspicions to him. My father asked me,
"what are we going to do" and then he said we must got to Court to find out
about the inquest report. I bought the inquest record and fortunately we got it
and then I took a copy back home. We started this in detail.

MR SANDI: Do you have that copy of the inquest report? Can you give this to the
Commission so that when the Commission tries to investigate they have some
details from the report?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: The copy that I've got here is not quite clear, but I've got
it. When I come out I think we can make a clearer copy.

MR SANDI: Do you have anything maybe, the cuttings, the newspaper cuttings or
documents that can assist us?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, I have. I've got these news articles that I am talking
about, about the 20th - Daily Despatch of May 1992, again on the Sunday Times
the same week somebody was talking about this Hammer Unit and this one also
confessed to say they were in the Eastern Cape, they were killing people and
they were assaulting people and they would say they would go to the extent of
just hitting everybody on the road and even assault people in cars and then the
other thing that made me suspicious about this Selous Scouts is that my husband
hated the Selous Scouts. If you can remember the legal system would go to the
Courts and the Magistrates were those Rhodesians. He would go mad and would like
to know what do you want here because you are killing people in Rhodesia and you
come here, and he would just come and have outbursts. Even if he meets them at
the hotel, wherever he meets them, he would just lose his temper and would just
insult or just shout at them. I was suspicious then because it was said they
were the people who were training these Hammer Scouts and people who were in the
Hammer Unit. So because he had this conflict with them because he used to always
pester them, wanting to know what do they want here in South Africa, and then I
suspected that they might have been involved.

MR SANDI: Are there anythings that you can say they are supporting your
suspicions? Do you have anything that makes your family to be suspicious?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, there are so many things. When I read this inquest record,
I could see that the statements given by the witnesses were contradictory to one
another. The position of the car at the time, the scene of the accident,
injuries, everything was just contradictory, even the post-mortem report. I
didn't want to be hurt and I knew in what condition I found him when I went to



the mortuary, but I said I must read the post mortem report. It was said there
was nothing abnormal detected, but there was such glaring injuries on the head,
I was shocked.

MR SANDI: Can you believe this about this content which is contained by the post
mortem report and the Court inquest because the investigation you need will be
trying to get as much information as possible and we would look into these
details and compare them? Do you have anything there at home that make you to be
suspicious of what might lead you to believe that your husband was murdered?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: The people who gave statements made me suspicious.

MR SANDI: I think some of the things can be handed over to the Investigation
Unit.

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, I agree with you, you should please do so.

MR SANDI: Do you have any details or anything that is left out?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: No, I think I don't have anything to say further.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Luphondwana for your evidence.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Lupondwana, you said Rex was a person who was in Cradock, he
was together and was growing up with Matthew Goniwe and the others. This Matthew
Goniwe is it the one who was also murdered suspiciously, the one of the Cradock
Four?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes he is one of them.

CHAIRPERSON: In the struggle what do you know about Rex's contribution?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: What I know is, he served five years in Robben Island and when
he was released he was under house arrest. He stated and gave information that
he was recruiting ... (inaudible) trying his best to make the people realise
what we were heading for. I was teaching them about the goals of the
Organisation.

CHAIRPERSON: When he planned to go to Cradock what do you think was the purpose
of his visit? Do you think he was involved in the struggle?

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Yes, he never stopped, I believe that he was still taking
forward the Movements idealogies. When he used to go to Lesotho you would know
that the was going here and from place to place. He was very busy because I knew
what he was doing is in Lesotho was the ideologies of the ANC so that is why I
didn't probe when he didn't tell me what he was doing there. Thank you very
much.

CHAIRPERSON: From the Commission I would like to thank you in a very special
way, sharing that traumatic memory surrounding your husbands mysterious death.
You are a symbol of many women in this country whose testimonies will never die.
You mentioned that following the death of your husband you were traumatised even
by some people whom you trusted. We hope this experience of breaking the silence
before the Commission is the beginning of re-healing and recovery. We hope you
will confidently share with other women, educate and enlighten about the
experience of losing your beloved one in a mysterious manner and you have left a
challenge with this Commission to work hard and assist the Community of women of
this Country who are living with a similar experience of not knowing what
happened to their dear fathers and husbands. Thank you.

MRS LUPHONDWANA: Before you close up, I would like to thank the Commission
because I have got this opportunity today, I've been knocking at different doors
trying to have the case of my husband to be opened, because I was disputing what



is here. We call Dume - because he is Dumisane Ntsebeza, he is my lawyer, I
would go this way and that way and he would try and prohibit me saying "you are
going to get injured, you will be in trouble because you are facing Boers who
are dangerous." I want to thank all the people who supported me during my
painful experiences. Thank you very much.

---------------------
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_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Honourable Chairperson I would like to call upon Mankwali Madlavu to the stand. Is she here?
Please come up. Mrs Madlavu, I welcome you here as you are going to present here your details about the violations of
your human rights especially when we are going to talk about your son Aeron. Many woman have paid a dear price
because we know that you are the people who bring up children and then when you lose the child that you have brought
up you might be feeling so effected more than the males could be. We appreciate that you never lost hope and you know
the sacrifice that you have given to the people. We thank you very much for being here. I would like you to stand up for
an oath.

MANKWALI MADLAVU: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: I call upon Ntsiki Sandi to lead the witness. ADV SANDI: Thank you Chair. I greet you Mrs
Madlavu. I would like to confirm your names. Are you Mrs Mankwali Nofemilie Madlavu, is that so.

MRS MADLAVU: I am Mankwali Nofemilie Madlavu.

ADV SANDI: Do you stay at Vumilwano location in Qumbu.

MRS MADLAVU: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: The story that you are going to present here in connection with the death of your husband Aeron
Sibhabha who UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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was usually called as Babes Madlavu. Did this happen in the location Mrs Madlavu?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: I think I can hand over to you so that you can continue and give us details about what happened, when
did this take place and how was your husband murdered?

MRS MADLAVU: In 1990 the ANC organisation was formed and we joined this organisation. My husband was also a
member of the ANC and we worked for this organisation for quite a long time. After a period when he was still working
for the organisation, there were times when he use to say he is going to attend meetings, but at a later stage he stopped
attending meetings and I made inquiries about why did he discontinue attending meetings. He stated that there were
differences of opinions and this affected him.



ADV SANDI: Without disturbing you, the meetings that you talk about are the meetings of the organisation that you
talked about?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes. One day, it was in June, Nkosile Pikelela arrived at my place. I was with my children and he
requested that he was supposed to accompany him. I asked him who is asking him to accompany him. He said the
Comrades want him to come along with him. I said I did not know where he is. This gentleman went out. As he went
out he saw my husband coming and then he called him and then my husband followed him. I also followed them and I
stood in a place which was nearer. I was a bit far and I could not hear what they were talking about. They talked for
quite a long time and then he came back. I asked what was the reason for the discussion. He stated that they were asking
why does he not attend the meetings anymore and they said
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they regard him as neutral now and they have decided that I should attend the meetings and resume my participation.
Everything became normal. He still did not attend the meetings.

ADV SANDI: Can I just disturb you a little bit Mrs Madlavu? When he was called, how long was it that he stopped
attending the meetings?

MRS MADLAVU: It was quite some time. I think it was about two months, between two or three months.

ADV SANDI: Did he state specifically the reason for discontinuing?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes he did. He mentioned the fact that they were supposed to patrol so as to see the thieves and
control the theft which was taking place in the vicinity.

ADV SANDI: So do you say when he did not come to the meetings he was called again? Where was this meeting?

MRS MADLAVU: No, it was just in the open air. A samsong was just next to this open air, open veld. We came back at
my place. As it was in June they would patrol during the night and we became familiar with this arrangement, but we
realised that we were no longer popular amongst these Comrades. One day I was outside. I saw one crippled man who
was being tripped and he fell down by one of these young boys, Simpiye Sonselo was the boy. My husband went there
so as to defend this old man. He came back and took his stick, knopkirrie to approach this. So they chased each other
and then at the end he could get him. When he jumped over the fence my husband hit the boy with his knopkirrie and
then the child fell down. He woke up and then ran. There were a few young men who were approaching him. They also
assisted my husband to take this young boy and then they
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were beating this one. There was another one was also a brother to the offender. I do not know what they did to that
young boy, but my husband came back to my place. We stayed for that day.

On a Sunday, I am mistaken. On Saturday during the evening one youth Mfuzo Nokessi came to my place. He visited, I
was alone at this time, as my husband was out of the house. He asked where my husband is. I just kept quiet. Whilst I
was still surprised he took a bottle and hit me. I was expecting at that time and this boy hit me on my stomach. I was
weak and then I sat on my bed. I went out and I asked Mfuzo why do you hit me so. He said you bitch, just go away, I



am just looking for your husband. I just kept quiet. I was looking for my husband and trying to inform him about what
has happened to me. I looked for him, I could not see him. I came back. I was crying all the time because I was deeply
about what had happened. At the end my husband came in. Seemingly he learned about what happened to me and then I
informed him. He took this knopkirrie again and went out looking for this Mfuzo. I prevented him from doing so
because I was under the impression that Mfuzo might come back again. My husband was very angry. He hated what
happened to me.

On the Sunday in the evening a group of young people they came into my place. They surrounded the house, they were
so abusive and insulting me about my pregnancy. Some of them they said they were responsible for my pregnancy.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Madlavu, do you mean the day when they said you must stop selling?

MRS MADLAVU: No, I have not yet come to that.

ADV SANDI: Okay.

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

5 MRS MADLAVU

MRS MADLAVU: They insulted me, they were so abusive and some of them were using abusive language and the
others were so rude. They were degrading me for quite a long time. They had rocks and huge stones. There was another
gentlemen who came to prevent them from assaulting us, but there was one gentlemen, it was difficult for them to stop
the fight. Then Mr Mda came and Mr Kekengana Qondo. I do not know what is his real name, but they usually called
him as Qondo. Those are the two gentlemen who came to assist us. The youth was pulling me with the dresses, insulting
me, calling me names and then it was said at the end these two gentlemen when they came, they were able to control the
situation. The youth was very angry and then they said they would rather stop participating in the struggle because now
they are prevented by these men here. Mr Msikolo took us to a place in an open place when we were supposed to hold a
meeting.

ADV SANDI: Was this the 22nd December?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, it was on a Sunday. I have not yet come to the point where some things happened in December.
December is the month on which my husband died. I am still relating the events that took place before then. We went to
the place where we were going to have a hearing. There were some old men there who were prepared to discuss this
problem. There were youth also who were there and they were so rude. They also said we want to take this man and
assault him and hit him. The others were saying Simpiye has suffered a lot, injuries were inflicted on him and he was
hospitalised. They even said there should be money which comes from us so that we can give medical support to
Simpiye. One of the old men said, Mankwali, please
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apologise and just pay the expenses. Then I stood up and apologised on behalf of my husband and I agreed that I would
pay the expenses of the medical bills. They said they will not stop because they were saying they were bringing order
and maintaining order in this area.

ADV SANDI: Amongst the, were there any other utterances like the fact that they were accusing you and alleging that
you were an Inkatha members.



MRS MADLAVU: Yes, it is so.

ADV SANDI: Can you tell us if people regard you as Inkatha member, what did they mean by that?

MRS MADLAVU: What I thought is that we are members of the Inkatha we were killers or murderers.

ADV SANDI: So in other words you suspected that the youth was believing that you were murderers?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, because the other thing there was a gentlemen who was assaulted and his throat was cut and he
was also naked. Then one day this body was found. Some of the people said it was my husband who was responsible for
his death, but nobody ever came out and specifically stated ... of that.

ADV SANDI: Let us come closer to the date when your husband was killed. Can you state what happened on that day?
Was your husband with you or with your nieces or what happened?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, on that day we were in the kitchen and my husband was with the other nieces in another house.
We heard gunshots. We were shocked. I jumped and peeped through the door. I could see that there was huge crowd of
people on the premises. I asked what was happening? There was another gentlemen who came to say get into the house
your backside. When I went back to the house he went to me
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and then he grabbed me and then we were together in the house.

ADV SANDI: When you say you whom do you mean?

MRS MADLAVU: I mean myself and my sister-in-law and our nieces.

ADV SANDI: Where were the others?

MRS MADLAVU: My husband was in a house which is a corner house with his nieces.

ADV SANDI: Is this the day when it was said Inkatha is dying today, dogs are dying?

MRS MADLAVU: There was a man who said so very early in the morning of the 24th and during that day my husband
was shot dead at about 11 o' clock.

ADV SANDI: Did you say you have never seen your husband, how he was shot? You heard this from one of the men
who came to inform you about that and he was fatally wounded.

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, there was one gentlemen, Zilisanie. He knocked at the door and I asked who are you? Then he
said it is me my cousin, please open. Then he said we must gather into another house.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear this during the evening?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, it was just at the time when they were there. He said he took a wheelbarrow to protect and
defend himself because he was also being shot at.

ADV SANDI: Was there anybody who was arrested about the death of your husband?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, there were people who were arrested.



ADV SANDI: Did they appear in the Court?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, we did go to the Court. It was the Supreme Court. The case was postponed for two times. Then
it was said, for the third time it was said it was postponed UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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again.

ADV SANDI: Who were the people who appeared before the Court who were accused of killing your husband?

MRS MADLAVU: Malisa Sothlaling, Novuso Sekesie.

ADV SANDI: Do you believe that the people you mentioned or anybody who also took part in the murdering of your
husband, did you believe that their reason was politically associated with their actions?

MRS MADLAVU: I would like you to repeat your question please.

ADV SANDI: I said the people who murdered your husband according to your own thinking, what impression do you
have about their actions? Do you think this was related to the political situation? Do you think they were relating this to
the politics?

MRS MADLAVU: I am not quite sure Sir. In my viewpoint, I cannot say it is so because the people who were
politically conscious there they loved us so much. They were very fond of my husband. I think it was just the youth who
had something against my husband because the people who were belonging to the organisations are the people who tried
to stop this quarrel.

ADV SANDI: Before we can conclude can you briefly state what would you like us to do as the Commission? As you
are here what would you like the Commission to assist you with?

MRS MADLAVU: Firstly, I would like the Commission to investigate the death, the reason for the death of my
husband. I was in the house and it was at night. I did not see the specific person who shot my husband. I would forgive
him when I see that person.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to the police after the case was
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postponed? Did you meet any of the police who were investigating the case or did you meet the Prosecutor so as to
establish what was the reason for the Court hearings not to proceed?

MRS MADLAVU: I did not, but there was one policeman who accompanied me and we came here at Umtata and he
was also surprised. He said he does not understand what was happening, but he will try to make a follow-up about that.
That was the last time that we discussed about the Court hearing and anything related to the death of my husband.

ADV SANDI: When was that?

MRS MADLAVU: It was 1993.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to your place maybe, when you were at home did you ever go to the lawyers so that you can



get assistance or any legal assistance?

MRS MADLAVU: No, we did not.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Madlavu, do you have anything to say further than what you have already said to us?

MRS MADLAVU: Sir, I have this to say. As I have already requested that I would like to know who killed my husband,
I would like that to take place. Ever since my husband died I struggled to make ends meet because my husband was a
breadwinner. He left me with four children. I cannot maintain these children. It is difficult for me to meet the school
requirements and the school demands. The sisters-in-law also went away and they are working in Johannesburg. I am
looking after their children also. I would like the Commission to assist to get some assistance in connection with the
children.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Madlavu. I will hand over to the Chairperson now.

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

10 MRS MADLAVU

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobodo, do you have any questions?

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much Mrs Madlavu.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like the people who are going out to please observe the dignity and maintain the dignity of
this session.

MS GOBODO: I would like to thank you again Mrs Madlavu. The woman are the people who always feel and are
mostly affected by the tortures. Even if they call themselves as tortures, as Comrades, they always suffer the most
because they have to always feel the pain. Even if it is the husband or the son or anybody who is involved in the
struggle. The mother or the woman is always also affected. It is very painful what you have just stated here. To be
insulted by a child and also to experience a child who would take a bottle and hit you while you were expectant. This is
a terrible experience. I would like to know when did you deliver the baby that you were expecting?

MRS MADLAVU: I was six months pregnant when my father died. It was in 1990. The baby was delivered in March
1991.

MS GOBODO: So when the child was born the father was already dead?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, it is so.

MS GOBODO: In other words you are a widow especially it should be painful that you were killed by the people who
called themselves as Comrades?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, it is so.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much for your explanation.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: Honourable lady, in your statement you said you joined the ANC in 1990. Were you card carrying
members?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, he was a card carrying member, but I had
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not yet obtained my card.

DR MGOJO: Was there any leader in the community.

INTERPRETER: I cannot hear properly.

DR MGOJO: Was there a leader in the community in which you registered? The one which you could register to.

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, there was.

DR MGOJO: What did he say during the assault and all this that happened to you?

MRS MADLAVU: He did not like what happened. All these things use to happen during the night.

DR MGOJO: Are there any attempts, maybe, that he made so that he can take this up with the higher authorities of the
organisation?

MRS MADLAVU: Usually we use to attend meetings which were organised by the members of the organisation and
during the meetings the youth would appear as if they understand that we have apologised, but they would resume their
dirty work in the evening.

DR MGOJO: Did you have any death certificate?

MRS MADLAVU: No, I did not.

DR MGOJO: I just have a little question. Who withdrew the case because I hear that you said you attended the case.

MRS MADLAVU: I was just fetched by the police. I was just stupid, I did not even know what was going on. Nobody
gave me any explanation. I was just at home and then one policeman came and said on Monday I was supposed to
attend the Court hearings. Ever since my husband died that is the only time when I had to attend the court case.

DR MGOJO: Is there any reason maybe which made you not to go and lay a charge for what happened to your
husband?

MRS MADLAVU: No, I had no reason. It is just that I was
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stupid and I was ignorant and I did not have any support system and any advisory people who could assist me and tell
me what to do.

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobodo would like to pose a question.

MS GOBODO: I just want to confirm this. Usually the woman, especially the people who are in the rural areas, always
handle the death issues with their male counterparts. Is there, maybe, anybody who is related to you, to whom did you
hand over these problems?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, there was somebody who handled this. That person came back and they rejoiced. That person



just rejoiced. They sang songs about my husband and then they said and they were shouting and saying he is an
informer.

MS GOBODO: In other words that person could not continue to assist you?

MRS MADLAVU: Yes, he could not because they said he was an informer.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mrs Madlavu about this painful story that you have presented here. We usually
listen to horrible stories, but this one seems to be exceptional. We, as the Commission, will make investigations
especially the Court in which the case was being handled. We would like to know what happened, why did they not
continue and finalise the case especially the case which involves murder. We would really like to know what happened.
We will continue communicating with you, giving you reports of what is taking place. I would like to thank you at this
present moment. We will now go for lunch and we will come back.

------------------------------

 

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE



1 A N MAKIWANE 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 20.06.1996 NAME:ALBERTINA NOMFANELEKO MAKIWANE

CASE: EC0258/96 - UMTATA

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Acting Chairperson, I would like to call upon Mrs Makiwane.
Mrs Makiwane, before I can request that you can take an oath I would like to
confirm the statement that you have given me. I would like to state that we are
prepared to listen to your presentation so that if there are things that you
would like us to attend to we should pay attention to those. We are referring
mostly to the people who had problems during 1960 to 1993. We know that so many
people's human rights were violated and that is why now we are here as a
Commission so that we can meet the needs of such people. I hope that we will be
able to assist you just as we have promised the others so as to satisfy you and
be able to meet your needs as well. I would like you take an oath. Could you
please stand up.

ALBERTINA NOMFANELEKO MAKIWANE: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like Dr Mgojo to guide you Mrs Makiwane so that you can,
your presentation would be facilitated. Over to you Mr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Makiwane, I would like to guide you so that
we can finalise this issue as quickly as possible. We would like you to please
state when you cannot understand what I am saying because I am Zulu speaking.
Thank you. Could you please take us back and
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inform us about the family background.

MRS MAKIWANE: I am Albertina Nomfaneleko Makiwane. My maiden name is Kobela. I
was born in the Bawa village at Butterworth at Gashluma. We originally come from
Butsolo and the other family members originate from Tsolo. I was married to the
Gambo family and our origin is from Tsolo at Ekanglano. My father-in-law bought
a site at Nambilana. I am his daughter-in-law. My father-in-law is Thomas Ntsele
Makiwane.

DR MGOJO: Is Ntsele your husband?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, Ntsele is my husband. I have come to present his case and his
younger brother's case.

DR MGOJO: In your statement you state that your husband before he died.



MRS MAKIWANE: No, my husband is not late.

DR MGOJO: Where is your younger husband? Has he died?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, he has died.

DR MGOJO: Which organisation did he belong to?

MRS MAKIWANE: He belonged to the African National Congress and then he went in
exile. He stayed for years there and his whole family was in exile. He had two
daughters, two children, a boy and a girl. They came back during the time when
the Transkei was already independent. I do not have details of why did they come
back, but they stayed next to the nearby street at my place. They have a house
there. I would like to be brief.

There was a certain day, it was in the evening. He was busy painting his house.
Sister Nbisotho Salie came to visit him and then he paused with the work that he
was doing which is the painting and then when the sister went away he continued
with the painting. Whilst he was still busy he
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was just shot. Even when he was still on the ground they continued shooting him.
I could count six bullet holes on the walls. The others just got through the
door. I think it was on a Tuesday, if I am not mistaken. The previous week we
were burying Stodo who was my younger brother.

The following week we received a message that Xola has been shot dead. We were
very happy when he came back from exile. The whole family gathered to welcome
him. All this happened whilst he was still jubilating. We learnt about his death
and my husband then heard about this.

DR MGOJO: Okay, can I just take you back to the fact that you said your husband
was an ANC member and also his younger brother was an ANC member. Did he also go
to exile and then came back to the Transkei?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes.

DR MGOJO: In other words ANC was a banned organisation in the Transkei?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes.

DR MGOJO: In other words he was not supposed to come back to the Transkei?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes.

DR MGOJO: Now, what did the brother-in-law say to you? Did he state he was still
a member?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, he said he was still a member of the ANC, but he was
communicating with my husband and I gathered from the husband that he was still
a member of the ANC.

DR MGOJO: So they came back so that they can overthrow this Government?

MRS MAKIWANE: I tried to get a document so that I can present it before the
Commission. My husband is in hospital. I think he is the one who knows where
this
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document is. This letter explains about the nine men who were supposed to
overthrow the Government at the time. My husband also gave me this information.
We asked how could he be the person who is eating at the same table with the K D
Matanzima family who were the people who are against the ANC members.

DR MGOJO: So in other words you meant that he could not befriend them because
they were enemies?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, that is what we meant because we regarded them as enemies
because we knew that they were against any ANC member. That is why I was asking
how was he welcomed and my husband said he cannot explain either also. He stated
that there were nine of them and they were all welcomed by the Matanzimas. My
husband and I also are members of the ANC. I am also in the SADTU, which is the
South African Democratic Teachers Union. I am in other organisations like South
African National Civic Organisation and in other organisations as well.

DR MGOJO: When did you become a member of the ANC?

MRS MAKIWANE: I think it was in Port Elizabeth in 1962. I was still very young
at the time. My involvement became very strong when I was in Butterworth when
Chief Sabata during their burials, we were there. We were making arrangements
and we were busy showing our following to the and our support to the ANC and
during the time when Chris Hani was killed we were also busy making
preparations. We know that, I can just site an example.

Some of the houses were taken from the people and at the end I was the only one
who was fighting against what was happening. I am that Mrs Makiwane who always,
who was always publicised for her efforts to fight for the people's
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rights.

DR MGOJO: In other words your brother-in-law died?

MRS MAKIWANE: Pardon me please.

DR MGOJO: After your brother-in-laws death were there any investigations?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, it was always said that nobody was yet arrested for the
incident. We only received messages that there were still investigations made. I
will not say much about what I am going to say now. When my husband received the
message that his younger brother died I did not understand him very well because
he seemed to be mentally affected. If he was a person who was taking any type of
alcohol I would say he was drunk, but because I know him to be a teetotaller I
cannot say he was under the influence of any alcohol, but you could see that we
can associate his condition with the tidings that he had received. We made
arrangements and the elder brother was the only person who was responsible for
all the arrangements because my husband was just a parcel. He did not do
anything because he was really affected. I took him to Dr Eloff and said he had
a shock.

DR MGOJO: What did he do?



MRS MAKIWANE: He was given treatment.

DR MGOJO: What was he doing?

MRS MAKIWANE: He was speaking irrelevantly, he would write and he was incoherent
and he had displayed bizarre behaviour. We could see that he was really out of
his mind, he was confused. During that time he was a lawyer. For after a long
time we took him to the specialists and we thought that he would recover very
soon. I paid a lot of money. My medical bill I think is too high presently. I
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went from place to place visiting all these specialists that I could hear about,
Queenstown, East London and everywhere. All the time I was under the impression
that he would recover very soon and sometimes I would spend a lot of time to one
specialist and their prices were exorbitant, but I could see that if I have one
visit I would pay more than a R1 000,00.

I was still continuing employing. There were clerks who were receiving some
monies and the person would get only a receipt, but what happened is that there
was a proof that there was embezzlement of funds, but I could not do anything
about this because I was not employed for that because I was just a teacher. We
could see that the conditions at the school were deteriorating. He was
incoherent, he was writing to law society and they could see that something is
not right, not going right. We took him to Cape Town so that he can receive
further treatment. Dr Rabinowitz was the one who examined him. He said he would
put him under observation. We asked if he can continue to work as a lawyer. Then
he said he will take him to Valkenberg Psychiatric Hospital. The psychiatric
report that we received stated that he was 100% disabled.

DR MGOJO: We can see that your husband has been going to all specialists. Do you
have the names of all these specialist and receipts?

MRS MAKIWANE: I have got medical certificates, I have got proof that he has been
attending to these specialists.

DR MGOJO: Do you have the names of these specialists?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, I have. I think they know one another because even if I have
forgotten some of them I would present the case that I have started to take him
to another
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specialist and then they would be knowing one another.

DR MGOJO: I would like you to state that something about the fact that when this
ill treatment continued during the Matanzima regime, could you state that what
happened to you, was your house also repossessed?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, I can state that in 1979 the office belonging to my husband
had to be closed down because of his condition. When the office was closed I
also lost my job as a teacher because I was informed that I was married, but I
realised that most of the married woman were continuing to teach, but I was
informed that I have to resign because I am married. I came here to make



enquiries about what happened. I wanted to know why I was forcefully allowed to
resign.

I met Professor Angisani so that he can arrange a meeting between myself and K D
Matanzima. An appointment was made and the date was given to me. I went to
Professor Angisani and he took me to Matanzima's place. Mr Mlongeni was the
secretary to Matanzima. He confirmed our appointment. Mr Matanzima was informed
that we are here, we were here and then he said he would attend to us very late
because he was very busy. He also said if what you have come for is urgent
please stay and wait and then when I waited for quite a long time he came out
after a long time and said I must state what I have come for. Then he ordered
the police to assault me. The other thing is that he was saying my husband was
accusing him of the death of Xola. Then I had to leave because I did not receive
any help from him.

I went to another Minister and they said I cannot get any assistance from them
either. The other thing they said the, my husband was the person who was
supposed to help me,
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but unfortunately he was against the Transkeian Government. I went to the farms
and I was a teacher there and then at the end of 1979, I continued working in
1980 and 1981. I was the founder of that school and then the school progressed
as far as standard four.

DR MGOJO: I would like you to come back to this issue. Especially the house
which was taken by the Matanzima regime. Whose house was that?

MRS MAKIWANE: It was house number 124, it belonged to my husband. We were
informed that we should evacuate the house. In other words we were evicted and
then we were supposed to leave. We then stayed in a two roomed office. We were a
family of 14 because I was also looking after my sister's children, my nieces
and nephews. Okay, we were satisfied because we thought that it would last for a
short period as promised, but we continued to stay in that two rooms. There was
another house which was a six roomed house. It was vacant, but it was vacant for
about six months. We made enquiries whether to, we can get that house and then
we were told that no, we cannot get it. We stayed in that two roomed house until
General Holomisa took over.

When he took over I went to the Umtata offices the following day. They were not
yet settled at the time. He was together with Colonel Craig Duli and explained
what happened to my husband as I have presented it to you. So I was taken to the
staff of the Local Government. There was a lady who was, who had a hunchback, it
was Miss Tukela. It was said that she must see to it that Mr Makiwane should get
a house. We stayed in the two roomed house for nine years and we were
overcrowded.

DR MGOJO: Who was the owner of the two roomed house.
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MRS MAKIWANE: It was just a store, it was a Municipality store. We were together
with my husband and my family. We were surprised if they could treat my husband
in this manner, but they said they cannot do anything. General Holomisa is the



person who assisted us. It was said that Miss Tukela should not leave Tuwa until
we get accommodation. When Miss Tukela came, arrived in the offices I was
informed that I should come because Miss Tukela was there. I waited for quite a
long time, but I went there. I was given the four roomed house. Then I was
successful into getting a house.

I was ordered to leave everything, my furniture and my belongings could not be
accommodated in that four roomed house. It was true because I had a lot of
belongings. So I left those things in the two roomed house. I tried to request
them that they should take my belongings to my place, but the other day,
ultimately, they took it and transported it to my place. I went to the office to
Mr Kabani because I wanted to get something from my belongings. The information
I got is that there was nothing which was taken by the Municipality trucks to
your place. I lodged a complaint because I had lost all my belongings. Some of
my gates and a fence were still there in the two roomed house at the
Municipality offices. When I came the other day the gate was also taken away.

DR MGOJO: When you came back to the house in which you were evicted what
happened?

MRS MAKIWANE: I was informed that the house was condemned by the inspectors
because it had cracked.

DR MGOJO: Okay, before you can go further, please wait for me. What was the
condition of the other houses?
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MRS MAKIWANE: Which houses?

DR MGOJO: The other houses, your neighbours.

MRS MAKIWANE: They were also cracked, but I was informed that I should evict
that one. I should evacuate that one because it was a hazard to me. I was the
only one who was evicted. All my neighbours, although they had, their houses had
cracks also, they were not evicted. After I left the house the same Municipality
who said that was a health hazard took another family to my house.

DR MGOJO: That there was a time when you were, your sites, business sites were
taken away from you. What happened with those business sites?

MRS MAKIWANE: I had a business site and it is the time when my husband was still
a lawyer. When I was paying the site I lost my job as I have already explained.
I told Mr Maynard that I would pay the site. Mr Maynard recorded that, but when
I came to pay I was informed that the site has been repossessed because it was
discovered that my office, my husband's office was closed down and I was
unemployed and nobody was going to pay for the site.

DR MGOJO: So was the site repossessed?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes. I had a car, an Isuzu van, which I bought and that van, when
I went to report that I have been employed the car was repossessed also. In
other words I was liquidated. I was regarded as the wife to the terrorist and
these were the abusive language which were used towards me. At the same time I
was arrested. I could not understand why I was arrested, but Mr Sangoni, Themba
Sangoni, who was the lawyer at the time assisted me and I was released. I had to
pay that money which I was still owing because my car was repossessed, but I had
not yet finished paying it.
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When I went to Pretoria to get money or my benefits I was informed that I could
not get the money at the time until a permission from the Circuit Officer was
obtained. I was given only R800,00 which I used to release myself from jail.

DR MGOJO: What would you wish the Commission should do for you?

MRS MAKIWANE: I have a wish. I have got minor children. They are still attending
school. They cannot attend school here at Butterworth because I am still in the
four roomed house. Here are the photographs of my children. They are still
attending school in Cape Town. I had to take them to the boarding school
although I did not know how I was going to maintain them. So I had to take them
to the boarding school. I had to pay R3 000,00 per annum, but I have not paid.
Even now I have not paid. I will pay instalments, R200,00 a month or R300,00 a
month. As I am talking now my husband is in hospital because he is now an
invalid. I have to pay those medical bills. I was unable to send the money to
school because I have no means of support. I had a child who was attending
school at University of Western Cape. He did not get his results because he
could not pay the fees. So he is expected to pay. He is doing odd jobs. I think
he was the child who could have been supporting me. We really have lost our
identity and this affects my children as well.

DR MGOJO: This is pathetic really. Mr Chairperson I think I will have to hand
over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions. Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mrs Makiwane I have only a few questions to

ask you for clarification. I think I will just ask questions about Xola Tennyson
Makiwane who is your brother-
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in-law. Did you say he has two children?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, a boy and a girl.

MR SANDI: Where are they now?

MRS MAKIWANE: The boy is in Natal and the girl is a lawyer in Cape Town.

MR SANDI: In other words are they independent now?

MRS MAKIWANE: The girl is married, but the boy is not independent. I am not
quite certain about what happened to him academically.

MR SANDI: Do they know anything about their father and his death? Do they know
that you are here now?

MRS MAKIWANE: Yes, I did visit his daughter. I was in Cape Town. I visited his
daughter. When I stated that we should be here with her mother she said she
cannot trace her mother. He did not know where exactly where she is because he
said she is between Durban, Pretoria and Cape Town because she said this affects



her mother severely so she does not like to talk about it very much. So that is
why I have come here on, I think I have come here on her behalf also.

MR SANDI: Did you say Mr Xola Tennyson Makiwane when he came back from exile he
was harassed by the police?

MRS MAKIWANE: No, I did not hear any stories about harassment. It was before he
went into exile. So after he came back there was nothing that we could report
and say he was being harassed.

MR SANDI: Was he never persecuted or tortured or anything during the time of the
regime of the previous Government?

MRS MAKIWANE: I did not notice anything because they were staying here in Umtata
and I was in Butterworth. He did not stay long. He would stay for a short period
and then he
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would go abroad.

MR SANDI: When he visit the area did you talk to him ever since he came back
from exile?

MRS MAKIWANE: No, I did not talk about what happened to him. Usually he use to
communicate with my husband and it is my husband who informed me that they came
to overthrow the Government.

MR SANDI: You did not have any opportunity to communicate with him and get
details about what happened to him during the period of the previous Government?

MRS MAKIWANE: I can just explain and say there were some conflicts which use to
take place between the brother-in-law and the Government, but I do not have much
details.

MR SANDI: Do you know anybody with whom he worked together during the time when
he was in exile? Do you have any information about the communication amongst
them?

MRS MAKIWANE: I could say those who were working underground had good support
and they also communicated with him. They were relating very well with each
other.

MR SANDI: If I can ask the last question about your husband Mr Thomas Ntsele
Makiwane. In your statement you mention the fact that it is believed and
suspected that his present condition is due to the death of his younger brother.
Is it the doctor who said so?

MRS MAKIWANE: No ... the surname of the nieces and nephews, he said their
surname is Tennyson. When I reported this to the teachers they said, okay, we
must just leave it as it is.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya, do you have anything to say?

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mr Ntsebeza. I will have only UMTATA HEARING
EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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one question. When Mr Makiwane Tennyson when he died what was he doing if he was
working?

MRS MAKIWANE: He use to go abroad. I am not quite sure what he was really doing
at the time, but I know that he was working for the Government here in Umtata.

MS MAYA: Was he working for the previous Government when he went to exile?

MRS MAKIWANE: Pardon me.

MS MAYA: Was he working for the same Government, the one from which he ran away?

MRS MAKIWANE: No, he came later on. He went before Matanzima's Government was in
power and that is why he came back to say they came for subversive actions
because they wanted to overthrow the Government.

MS MAYA: Which year did he leave?

MRS MAKIWANE: I cannot remember, but when he came back his boy was 14 years.
They were born in Zaire.

MS MAYA: In one of your statements it is stated that during the period when your
husband was shown these signs of mental illness he was also arrested. When was
he arrested?

MRS MAKIWANE: I think it started during that period when Xola died. He was found
in the car when he was arrested there and another period he was found at
Dalasile next to Nobo. He was in that prison. We would never know what happened
to him and we would learn later on that he was arrested and he was in jail. The
other year he got lost and he disappeared and my younger brother was a clerk in
his office.

In 1987 they disappeared together with Mfeti. That is why I tried to get records
about Mfeti's disappearance. He was fetched by his younger brother from Dalasile
and then
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they stated that they have just found him in the prison.

MS MAYA: Did you know why he was persecuted by this?

MRS MAKIWANE: Nobody ever informed us. He himself never explained why he was
arrested. He would just believe that it was just a way of harassing him.

MS MAYA: When did this end?

MRS MAKIWANE: When they realised that he was mentally affected they stopped
harassing him and during the period when Holomisa was in power he was never
arrested again.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Makiwane. I think there is another question from
Commissioner Finca.



REV FINCA: Mrs Makiwane there would be a testimony from the African National
Congress which will be coming to us as a Commission. I would just like to get
clear facts because I would like to get confirmation from you. (Inaudible) by
the ANC to come to the Transkei at the time with a clear authorisation from the
ANC to, you said they were ordered to overthrow the Transkeian Government. Is
that what you are saying?

MRS MAKIWANE: That is what I heard.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mrs Makiwane. We will try to pay attention to
everything that you have presented before us especially this last issue because
we are still surprised and we do not know what happened and how was Tennyson
killed. We do not know who was responsible for his death. We do not know whether
the Boers were responsible for his death. We do not know whether he was
assassinated by other ANC members because the Boers say he was killed by the ANC
members because they hated the fact that he came

back to the Transkei. Now you have presented another story. UMTATA HEARING
EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 19 JUNE 1996 NAME: DUGARD ZWELEDINGE MAQEKEZA

CASE: EC0219/96 & 0224/96 UMTATA

DAY 2

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Honourable Chairperson, I would like to call Nancy Xatula to
the stand.

CHAIRPERSON: Unfortunately she is not here. We will call Dugar Maqekeza to the
stand, please.

There has been a request here that Dumisani Mafo would like to be a co-witness
here with Maqekeza. Please come forward. Before Mr Maqekeze takes the oath I
would like to say something.

In the struggle that took so long to change this country so that it can be
governed with justice and peace, lots of people participated in this. Some lost
their lives, some lost their friends, some lost their loved ones. You are now
here before us today because you are also one of those people who were involved
in the struggle for our liberation.

The Commission is very happy when people come forward, it also assures people
that it will give them a sympathetic ear and an ear that will help them to get
that reparation that they need.

We also want to give you the assurance that we will also give you a sympathetic
ear to the needs that you want to place before the Commission. I am now going to
ask you to take the oath, both of you.

DUGARD ZWELEDINGE MAQEKEZA: (Duly sworn, states).
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DUMISANI MAFO: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Pumpla Gobodo?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. As the Chairperson has said
before, our aim is to investigate the truth as it was. He said one of the truths
that we are supposed to investigate is that the institutions, the tertiary
institutions, what is the role that they played. As we are going to start with
Dugard's story, we think of the ways that the South African Government is also
implicated in these investigations and these testimonies. I also want to add
that one of the things we want to investigate about, is that how far through and
where does it start and it ends, the involvement of the tertiary institutions.
We all know the history of this country, especially in this one, in the
Transkei. We were given the so-called independence because we suspected this
whole thing of this independence, and Mr Matanzima was replaced by George
Mantanzima, he was also replaced by Stella Sigcau. She was also replaced by
Bantu Holomisa.

. We have heard now today that that one is also supposed to be replaced. Now



this is also going to give us clarity on which period exactly did this
government - we also want to find out now the period, who all these people were,
the people who were trying to take over this government, especially who are
these people that were trying to involve the South African Government.

I welcome both of you. I also want to talk about, tell you that Dugard is going
to talk about his brother Attwell Mazizi Maqekeza who died in Lesotho, who was
shot by unknown people.

Dugard here is here to talk about violation of human rights. I would like Dugard
to please tell us why are you
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here today.

MR MAQEKEZA: I was arrested by the Transkeian security police in March 1988, at
the beginning of March. I was at work at that time. I was working as a secretary
at the Works and Energy. That was the first time they arrested me. They used to
arrest me several times, just before, ask me a couple of questions and then they
would release me again. But on this particular day they took me to Norwood
prison. There is another house that they used to use, it looks like it was their
branch, where they used to work.

When we got there, they put me in a small room. Not long after I had been there,
about five policemen arrived. I would like to say that they were led by Sgt
Shota. Sgt Shota was the leader of the security police at the time.

They said where is your brother, your older brother. I said I did not know. I
said no, I don't know anything about him. They said oh, you are still lying, you
are going to tell the truth.

So that time they said to me get your clothes off. So I only took off my jacket
and I put it aside. They said take off your clothes. So I hesitantly took off my
shirt. They slapped me in my face. They punched me as well. They kicked me. I
was wondering what is going on now. Now this went on for a long time. In fact,
they took all my clothes, all except my underpants. These assaults went on. They
would beat me up and they would ask me questions and beat me up. Eventually I
told them really that I don't know anything about him, which was true.

Now this happened in the morning, around ten. Now around two in the afternoon,
they started to change things. They took the table, they put it in the middle of
the room. UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Then I was made to lie on my stomach on the table. Two held me on both sides of
my hands and some held down my waist. Then my head was a little bit hanging over
the table. They had this canvass bag which had water in it. When I looked at it,
it wasn't full, it was only half full. They took my head right into this bag and
then they tied the bag. At the time I was trying to struggle to get out. I don't
know how many minutes that was and then they took this bag off my head.

Firstly you must realise that I couldn't even breathe, I couldn't speak. It was
very confusing in there. They would ask me - during this whole time they are
beating you up. Then after 10 minutes, according to them, if you are not telling
them the truth that they want, they will take you back again to that half/full
bag of water. They said we want these people on television, you are going to
tell us where they are. This went on, I think three times, putting me in this
canvass bag. Eventually they released me.



They took me and locked me up in the central prison here in Umtata, where I
stayed for 90 days. That is now three months. After that three months I was
released. They didn't do anything to me after that.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now you were only taken because your older brother, you
didn't know where he was? You personally, didn't do anything.

MR MAQEKEZA: No, not exactly. What they wanted to know was where was my older
brother. They just wanted me to show them, to take them to where my brother was.
They said that they were distributing pamphlets and guns.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now in your statement you said you were also burnt by
cigarette stubs in your body. Can you
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tell us how that happened?

MR MAQEKEZA: No, really, that is not much. Being burnt by a cigarette is not,
doesn't really make any impact. What really made an impact was the fact that I
was put in this bag, which was full of water.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you. So while your head was in this water, this is
when you realised that your life was in danger now. When you

MR MAQEKEZA: When you get out of this water you tell yourself, this is really
the end of your life. This was really terrible. It was horrible. I don't have
words for it.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I can understand that. I just wanted to find out what else
was done to you, besides being suffocated?

MR MAQEKEZA: No, there was nothing else, other than just assault and things like
suffocating in that water. Nothing else.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Dugard, please tell us again, how your elder brother, how
he met his death. How do you know about this whole process? Before Mr Mafo can
start with his story. Tell us about the police who tortured you, were these
policemen trying also to search for you?

MR MAQEKEZA: It is the police that were looking for him. They were looking very
hard for him. They used to say it is very difficult to get him. This is
something they just used to talk amongst themselves. They were talking to
themselves in another room when I was in another room. It was obvious that they
were looking for him, not really for me.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: What race were these policemen? You just said that they
were from the Transkei? Were they White UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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policemen or were they Black policemen?

MR MAQEKEZA: These were Black policemen. Some were from East London, though I
don't know their names.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Some were White while you were still in custody?

MR MAQEKEZA: Yes. Some White policemen also arrived.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Where were you at this time?



MR MAQEKEZA: At this time I was at Umtata central prison. Sometimes I would be
taken into the ward where the interrogation happened.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So the White ones from East London were the ones who used
to come and assault you. Coming back to Atwell's story, how did Attwell die?

MR MAQEKEZA: Attwell is my elder brother. I was the one directly after him. Now
in 1988, March, I received a telephone call whilst I was at work. The caller
said he was Gozo Madli. He said he was calling from Lesotho. He said to me your
elder brother has been shot, as we speak, he is in hospital. I said what
happened, why was he shot. So he said they were walking, it was himself, William
Ngomo, Tandefeki Radebi, son of Dr Malega who was a student at the time.

They were from Roma to Mafekeng. Before they went to Mafekeng, soldiers'
vehicles approached them and they stopped them on the road. They said to them
they must lean against the car. So they did. Then they searched them.
Confiscated whatever they had with them. After that they asked identify
yourselves. So they did. They said we are only students here at Roma. So they
said show us your student identity cards. So the other two apparently they
didn't have their student cards. So now my brother started
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to negotiate that no, we are students. He tried to say no, we are students, but
we don't have our student cards here with us, because we didn't think that we
will meet you and you will be asking for our student cards. So they said we have
orders to shoot you. The others said why, why are you going to kill us. They
said because you are member of the ANC, you must not deny this, we know this.
After that they started to shoot.

Now the story goes on like this. My brother and Willie Ngoma, they escaped from
this truck and they left. When my brother was trying to escape, they shot him on
his knees, both of them. Then Radebe was left on the spot. William Ngoma escaped
to the university, where he met some of the ANC members. Then he told them the
story about what had happened. He told them he met these men who said they have
orders to shoot us. And Philo - that is how my brother used to be called - has
been shot, but we don't know where he is. Later, after some investigations, it
was found that when after he was shot, he slept there, he spent the whole night
there on the spot. Now in the morning some of the people from the village picked
him up. They could see that he was injured, but the was unconcious. They took
him to the hospital. When they got there, he got some treatment and then he came
to. Then he told them the story of how it happened. At that time he was under
the Lesotho policemen guard.

While he was still under guard, in the second week while he was still in
hospital, he was not being treated. He was only given pain-killers. They were
not preparations, like doctors usually do to treat a bullet wound. On the second
week he was removed from the ward that he was in and
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he was put under a certain window. So he asked why are you shifting me. So they
said no, this is the best place for you. They just gave him a flimsy excuse. So
he used to complain to the sisters and doctors but they all ignored it. On a
certain day, it was very early in the morning, around seven, apparently a
certain man arrived at that window and shot him and finished him. That was the
end of him.

Then again I received another call. Somebody told me that your brother now is



dead. But now we didn't know what to do. We tried to call the head office of the
ANC because at this stage we didn't know what to do. The whole family had a
meeting and we decided now to go and fetch the body and we did. We came and we
buried the body in November.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now your brother, when he was shifted next to this window,
was this the hospital that did this?

MR MAQEKEZA: I think yes, it was the hospital people that did this, because it
is the doctors who ignored this whole isolation. That is my own conclusion,
because it looked as if it was the hospital officials who did this.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Can you still remember if your brother, on which days your
brother was in hospital? Do you have any records of this or even the name of the
hospital, for that matter?

MR MAQEKEZA: No, I can't remember the days when he spent in the hospital. The
name of the hospital was the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Maseru.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: You think that the hospital didn't help that your brother
should get back to good health? Instead it looked like the hospital itself
encouraged his illness. Is that how you feel?
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MR MAQEKEZA: I strongly feel that the officials of the hospital didn't care for
my brother. Even after they have been asked to take care of him, instead what
they did was just to give him lots of pain-killers. But they didn't treat his
bullet wounds. Apparently there are people who came in, who interrogated him,
while he was still in hospital. But it is said that he didn't say anything to
them. He just looked at them. They kept on several times, asking questions;
asked him what is he doing here, but he never answered.

At the time the Lesotho police were there guarding him. This continued for two
weeks. Then on the second week he was shot and yet he was under police guard.
Now this makes me suspicious because it looks like the officials of the hospital
didn't take good care of him.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Gonig back a little. The reason why he went to Lesotho,
how did he get to Lesotho and what was the aim of going to Lesotho?

MR MAQEKEZA: His aims of going to Lesotho were known by the one next to me,
because they were the two who went to Lesotho together.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Can Dumisani please take the microphone so that he can now
start from there. We would like to have a picture, a full picture so that we can
have clarity on how the late brother died.

MR MAFO: In 1980 we were from Fort Hare University. At the time we were under
the influence of the ANC and in October of the same year we went into exile. We
were four young men. It was myself and Kulba Khaya. We went to Lesotho and just
other countries. In short we got military training and then we came back again.
That is now when we came to 1988, that is how he got that unfortunate incident.
I just wanted UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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to give you that short summary.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you very much. I would also ask - I am now going to
hand over to the Chairperson. So that the other Commissioners can ask questions



if they have any. Thank you very much.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Could you please tell us more about
Mbilo. Before he went to Lesotho, the time he was there in 1988, isn't that the
time when Lesotho was under military government?

MR MAQEKEZA: Yes, it is correct, Commissioner.

MEMBER OF PANEL: The soldiers who took over the government?

MR MAQEKEZA: Yes, it is correct, Commissioner. I think Dumisani here will bear
witness to this.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Isn't it so that at the time when Leabua Jonathan, there was
harmony between the ANC and the Lesotho government and then that changed when
the military forces came into power.

MR MAFO: Yes, Mr Commissioner, that is right. During Leabua's rule, even though
they didn't seem like they don't know what is going on, but things were quite
bitter when the military came into power.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Isn't it true that Lesotho soldiers were co-operating fully and
very clearly with the boers? Especially the security forces of South Africa.

MR MAFO: I would say that very clearly, without any hesitation that that is
correct.

MEMBER OF PANEL: And the enemies to the boers ... (END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE A).

MR MAFO: When the military government took over in Lesotho, at the beginning of
1986, there was a document with a list of names, that these people must take a
plane and go to Lusaka. UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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ne of the names was his name, that is one of the reasons why he now was being
looked after. I was also told that I must leave Lesotho.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Before that happened, do you know Dugard? MR MAFO: The Whites
usually say that he has more lives than a cat.

MEMBER OF PANEL: There is something else here in the Transkei that was being
talked about. It shocked the whole country, especially about Mbilo, when he was
attacked at Willowvale. Do you know anything about that?

MR MAFO: Yes, I had knowledge about this.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you please elaborate on this attack?

MR MAFO: It is said on a certain day the Transkeian police, together with the
South African Defence force, and certain members of the South African police and
dogs, I mean dogs with four legs now.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Not the dogs that we usually sing about?

MR MAFO: No, not those dogs. They went to Umvili Nogono, the one known as KK.
They went to him at Willowvale in Mr Jafta's shop.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is Mr Jafta the one who is sitting here with the white jacket?
Could you please, Mr Jafta, stand up?



MR MAFO: That's him exactly. It is said now these men came very early in the
morning, around five o'clock in the morning. They knocked in the big house where
the old man was asleep. When he opened the door, when he looked out, there are
so many policemen, they were all armed. He asked what is going on, what is the
problem. They said we are looking for your son, Boy, and Umvili Nogono, the one
called KK, where are they? Show us. The other one said yes, Boy is here,
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but I don't know where Umvili Nogono is here I know he usually comes here with
Boy, but I don't know if he is here today. So he led them. They went into the
house that they were sleeping in. He pointed at them, he said here is his house
that they usually sleep in. Then Mr Jafta said that is when now the bullets
started to be shot. KK got out. H was running. He went into the garden. The
garden is situated right at the back of the houses and there was long grass in
that garden. Apparently that was the beginning of the battle which lasted for 36
hours between Umvili Nongono, known as KK and these policemen and their soldiers
from South Africa and from the Transkei.

I don't know the gentleman next to me, if he has anything to say about this. I
don't know.

MEMBER OF PANEL: No, it is all right, leave him alone. We just want to know more
about Umvilo. How did Umvilo get to Lesotho and how did he meet KK?

MR MAFO: The story goes like this. I won't go into much detail. He has already
mentioned all the things that I was going to say. When we got to Lesotho it was
apparent that we were supposed to meet in Lesotho, and this happened on the 27th
of January, if I can remember this well, in 1987. That is how we went to
Lesotho. Up to March in 1988.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: I will direct my question to Mr Maqekeza. My question is a part. You
were arrested in 1987. You said you were detained in 1987 by the Transkeian
police and you were locked up, interrogated. Amongst them were the South
African, the Republic of South African Police. They were from East London. Now
what I want to know from you is, as
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you have said that you have also been assaulted during the interrogation, did
the East London police, did they also assault you?

MR MAQEKEZA: No, these White men didn't do anything. They were just asking me
nicely, please tell the truth.

ADV SANDI: Now if I remember well, at the time the Transkei had already had its
independence from the Republic of South Africa. Didn't that make you wonder to
find out now that when you have been arrested by the police of the Republic of
Transkei but yet there would also be policemen from the Republic of another
country, the Republic of South Africa, also trying to investigate from you.
Didn't that make you wonder?

MR MAQEKEZA: Oh, yes, I wondered quite a lot, but I didn't have a chance to ask
questions about that.



ADV SANDI: Seeing that you know very well that the aim of the Commission is to
get a clear picture, and a full picture, of what really happened during that
time; what I want to find out from you is, was this something that was usual and
common, that if a person has been arrested and things like this were being
investigated, was it now common to have policemen from the Republic of South
Africa?

MR MAQEKEZA: Some of my inmates used to say that yes, policemen from the
Republic of South Africa used to come and ask them questions.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you, Reverend. Like Yusu, I am going to direct this to you. Could
you please tell us more - you said when Umbikaya was in hospital, was on guard
by the Lesotho policemen, is that so?
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MR MAFO: Yes, that is correct. When somebody, by the time somebody opened the
window, there were police still guardin him. Is that correct?

MR MAFO: Let me explain this as follows, exactly as it happened. They changed
this bed right in the evening. There was another person who used to sleep next
to the window, but these beds were now swopped. He had now asked why are you
swopping the beds. But even the policemen who were guarding him didn't take care
of that. When this all happened, the guards were looking on. They simply ignored
it. This is how this happened. So obviously they all collaborated on this, they
just pretended that they don't see this. Because the person shot beyond the
curtain and he knew that he was not going to miss him.

MS MAYA: Was there any investigation done, even from Lesotho or here at home
about his death?

MR MAFO: The investigation that happened was an attempted murder on the person
who he swopped the beds with. They were not investigating about the death of
this man.

MS MAYA: Was that the end of it?

MR MAFO: I think there was another lawyer from South Africa that tried to
investigate.

MS MAYA: What happened to that lawyer?

MR MAFO: We did put forward the case to Mr Mulava, he is still alive. But when
we tried to ask more about the developments of the case he said no, he couldn't
get any co-operation from the Lesotho authorities and that's how the case ended
up.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Dugard and Dumisani, we thank you as a Commission for the evidence
that you have put forward. We

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

15 D Z MAQEKEZA

also hope that the investigation unit, the one that you are in, Dugard, will



take steps to investigate. I also want to say something to Dumisani Mafo. We
have great hope that the policemen in the Eastern Cape Province is going to
change from other provinces. When we are in PE the MEC for Safety and Security
in the Eastern Cape, came to the Commission to make his statement. According
about the violation of his human rights by the police. Today we have a permanent
secretary serving in the same department of the safety and security, also here
today, to make evidence to this Commission, dealing with the violation of human
rights. I think we are lucky, because in other places people usually cry out
that the people who are the violators of the human rights are the high officials
in the safety and security. But today, the top managers of the police are the
victims of human rights violations. Now that gives us hope that the police in
this province will be free from human rights violations.
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_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson, I woul dlike to call Mr Mkhangeli Matomela to
the stand, please.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to do that, because the one who is going to guide her
is going to leave.

Mr Matomela, what is your clan name, please?

MR MATOMELA: I come from the Bele clan name.

CHAIRPERSON: Bele, I would like to welcome you. Before I ask you to take the
oath, you have been listening this morning and yesterday when we were talking
about the violation of people's human rights, especially by the governments that
we had here before. You will also come with your own story that we are going to
listen to. We are going to listen to it very carefully because our aim for
listening to the stories is that the perpetrators, especially those people who
had the power and authority, they must know that when they do things like this,
they are not going to be swept under the carpet. They will be exposed again.
They will be talked about. I am going to ask you again to please tell us your
full story. We will - if there is anything that you would like us to take very
close notice of, please mention them. I am going to ask you to take the oath
now. Please stand.

MKHANGELI MATOMELA: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Yasmin Sooka?
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MS SOOKA: Will you put on the ear-phones or can you understand me in English?

MR MATOMELA: I understand you.

MS SOOKA: Before you begin to tell us your story, I would like you to tell us a
little bit about yourself, whether you are a member of a political organisation,
what were you doing at the time of this incident. Just a little bit of
background about yourself.

MR MATOMELA: Firstly, thank you very much for the opportunity that the
Commission has given me. My first involvement with the politics started when I
was a student here at Unitra in 1980. There was a strike here at the time at
Unitra. Then after that on the 8th of August 1980, then I was detained by the
police. They came at midnight. I was detained that night. I stayed for two weeks
in detention. They took my tape-recorders and my cassettes. The ANC speeches
that I used to record from Radio Freedom at the time and some political books



and other literature, all political. They confiscated all that.

Then after that during the time that I was still in detention, I was in solitary
confinement. I was not allowed to speak to anyone. But I was helped by some
political prisoners like Mtgoniwe and others. They really helped us a lot. In
order that we could get things like newspapers and other political matters.

At that time I was really involved in ANC matters.

MS SOOKA: Can I ask you, were you involved in the unrest at the university and
was that why you were detained?

MR MATOMELA: Well, not directly. I was involved, because I was also involved in
the smaller groups of discussions that we used to have, all political
discussions, which all
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happened here on campus.

Now because I was a political studies student, we used to have these political
discussions. That is how I was involved.

After I was released from detention I got ill-treatment at work. At the time I
was working at the Post Office. There was a certain amount that I was supposed
to receive in April 1980. At the time I was on sick leave. We were supposed to
write and report where we are supposed to be on sick leave. So I told them that
I will be in "Nxuxul" village. I heard that I have been raided, but I was not
there, I was not at home. So the person who was at home then told them where I
was.

At the time I was earning R162,00. My whole salary was deducted, I was only left
with R51,00 but I refused to take it. So I didn't get the rest of the money
until today.

MS SOOKA: (Speaker's mike not on) ... the important things about your story, is
the torture that you were subjected to while you were being detained. Can you go
back to that part, please, and tell us very slowly about the ways in which you
were tortured.

MR MATOMELA: I am not going to go back, I am going to go forward because I was
detained again. I was not tortured in 1980, I was only asked questions.

So in 1981 the same month that I was detained last year, the previous year, it
was in August again. Then I was detained again. Now this time I was sent to
Norwood. From thereon, the same day I was taken to Butterworth and taken to the
security police offices. There were lots of policemen there from the Transkei
police service. They asked me questions about my political involvements. They
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about the political literature that I had and other guerillas. If I would give
them an answer that wouldn't satisfy them, they would start torturing me. They
would punch me, kick me and burn me with the stumps of cigarettes. That used to
happen for hours. But I would only get a short breaks.

Then around eleven at night, I was taken to a bigger police station. That's
where I stayed for two weeks. Now in the Idutywa(?) police station, the
conditions were terrible. The windows of the cell were broken, it was very cold
and at that time it was August, so you can imagine. I had no water to drink. I



had no water to wash. For the whole two weeks I never washed. There was one
toilet that I could flush. If you wanted to drink, you would have to flush the
toilet and then drink that water. That's the kind of condition that I stayed
under.

Now what helped me the most when I was in Idutywa police station was Peter
King's condition, who was from Ndabakuzi. He was an elderly man, he was around
56 years old. He was severely beaten by the police. Such that I thought nothing
had been done to me compared to him. You could see black scars. You could see
that there were blotches of cigarette stumps. For the whole week, the whole
night, he was in pain and nobody was taking him to hospital. They didn't want
the doctors to see him in that condition. Especially because his whole body was
swollen.

Now I was taken at the end of the second week by the police, the Transkeian
police. They took me to Butterworth. When I got to Butterworth, I found two
White policemen and another Black one. Apparently they were from East London.
They tried to call my name and they were pronouncing it
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wrongly, my person name Mkhangeli. But I don't remember who was the head of the
police at the time. I can't remember his name. Then I was handcuffed. I was
taken by this Black policeman and I was put with him at the back of the van. So
we were taken to East London.

That night they didn't do anything to me. Now the following morning I was taken
to Cambridge. In the offices of the security police. The first thing they did
was to give me a paper to write anything that I know about politics. So I did.
One of the White men looked at it and simply tore it up and threw it into the
dust-bin and they started beating me again. They kicked me, they punched me,
they slapped my face. At the time I was sitting on a table. They put me right on
the floor. I was still handcuffed. They brought a sack, a plastic sack with
water, which was mentioned before. I was also put into this sack by my head. I
tried to struggle. After some time they would say to me tell us, tell us more.
If they are not satisfied with your answer they will put you back again, put
more water in the sack. This went on for - there would just be short breaks.
During those breaks you would be beaten up, you would be punched, you would be
kicked. They would leave me here and go and have some lunch. When they came back
after lunch, this used to happen in the Cambridge offices.

MS SOOKA: (Speaker's mike not on).

MR MATOMELA: There were so many policemen here, I didn't know their names, but
they used to call each other - there was a certain Taylor, names like Naude and
Madigizela and other many policemen. There were so many.

In the afternoon they still went on. They gave me another paper and they said I
must write. They took the
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first page ... (END OF TAPE 4 - SIDE A) ...

... throw them into the dust-bin and they would do it again. Put my head into
this canvass bag. They said this one is very stubborn.

During the time that I was handcuffed, I was handcuffed at the back. Now they
changed and I was handcuffed in front. They took a broomstick and they put it



under my arms. They took two tables, one this side and one on the other side and
they lifted me up just like a sack, and I was made to hang between these two
tables. My head was hanging downwards.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know what they used to call that form of torture?

MR MATOMELA: They used to call it Boeing 747. It was named after what they were
doing.

The others were standing in front of me, the others were behind me, kicking me,
front and back. I would, I used to sway like a pendulum. They would kick me from
the back and they would kick me from the front. If I run away from the front
they will kick me from the back, and I would sway like a pendulum. There was
blood dripping from my wrists because of the handcuffs.

They used to ask me specifically where were you at a certain time. They would
say were you at Lesotho at a certain time. If I say no, they would start beating
me again. This went on until four or five in the morning. Then I was taken back
to the Fleet Street police station. That was now the first day only.

The following day, the morning they came again. They started with that
suffocating sack. They did that again to me. The whole morning session they
would suffocate me in the sack and mix that with the beatings. The same thing
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happened in the afternoon and again I was down in this Boeing 747.

The second day then I was taken from that table where I was hung. the handcuffs
were put on again from the back. Now they took the same sac, but it was empty
this time. They put it over my head so that I couldn't see. There was something
that I felt was clamped on my thumb, on my right thumb. Then the whole right
side was shivering, it was shaking. Now I could see that this is electrical
shocks. They did this repeatedly, and after that they would take the sack off my
face and then ask me what more do you have to say. If I didn't say anything that
would satisfy them, then they would do this again. They repeated this for
several times and then again they put me back into the cell.

On the third day they brought me back again. Then I was started with that same
sack again, to be suffocated.

MS SOOKA: In your statement you also talked about them beating you on your
private parts. Do you want to tell us about that as well.

MR MATOMELA: I am coming to that, yes.

On the third day they started with putting me into the suffocating sack again.
They did the same thing as the previous days. They hung me again between these
two tables. Now after that there was another hook that was hanging from the
roof. They took this rope and I was hung by the handcuffs. Then I was hanging
from this rope, clipped onto my handcuffs. Then I was hanging. Now they punched
me so much with their fists. They took a litre bottle and they hit me with this
empty litre bottle, while I was hanging. They said to me you must never again
give birth to terrorists. They this again several times. They would
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punch me again with their fists and with this bottle, and then at last they took
me off from the hanging position.



They took one table and put it on this side and another table on the other side.
They took two sacks. Then I was told to strip my clothes off from the upper
body. So I did. They took ice water and they poured that water over my head. It
was so cold. The rubber (indistinct) I have forgotten that they used to use. I
was visibly shaking, it was very cold, because the water was icy.

At that time they were laughing. They were not hitting me this time, they were
just laughing, having a good time. They switched on the fan so that I could just
be very, very cold. They would do this several times, each time I give them a
negative answer. This went on for a long time.

Now after that there was another colleague of mine that came there at that time.
He was also arrested. He found me like that. I was red with blood and I was
swollen. I was also wet because of this ice water that was poured over me. He
asked me a couple of questions.

They took me and they said they were going to search my place. They went to
another home of mine, that belonged to my grandfather. They found some of the
things at my grandfather's place and from there they took me back to East
London.

When we got to East London they went straight to the electric shocks. They
clipped me again. First they covered me with that sack and then they clipped me
again. I couldn't see this because I was covered by the sack. They clipped me on
my thumb and my arm, and this would make my whole arm to be lame. I would feel
numb. Then after that they unclipped it from the legs. Now they put it in the
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ears. I felt like my whole brain was boiling. Then I got unconscious until the
following day. That time I was now in the prison, in the East London prison. I
stayed there for three days. They were not taking me any longer to Cambridge.

Then I was taken to the Transkei again. I was with Junior Salewa, he was also
telling the same story. As a result his ear-drum burst.

I want to also concentrate on the torture that happened. It is apparent that all
the prisoners went through what I went through, this torture. All this torture
was done by the South African Police and the Transkeian Police.

MS SOOKA: You said that you thought you were picked up and detained the first
time because you were studying political science. But the second time when you
were detained, why did they pick you up and when they questioned you, what
information did they want from you?

MR MATOMELA: When I was detained for the second time, they already had their
black list, and they already knew that if anything had happened, they are going
to arrest those people on that list. This whole group that was arrested, I was
one of them. It was a group that was involved in what was happening in the K
Group. I think that is how I was arrested.

The questions were about my going to Lesotho and the banned literature that I
had and where the weapons were kept.

MS SOOKA: Because you were a member of the African National Congress?

MR MATOMELA: Yes, I was a member of the ANC.

MS SOOKA: Did you receive military training?

MR MATOMELA: No, I never received any military training.
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The only training that I got was just to work within the organisation, not
military training.

MS SOOKA: Why were they so sure that you knew about where there were arms and
guerillas, because the questions that they constantly threw at you during the
torture, was about that.

MR MATOMELA: Well, it is obvious that they already had their information. So
they were basing their information on the documentation that they were looking
at. It is obvious that they already had pre-information about this.

MS SOOKA: At any time during the different times when you were tortured, did a
doctor, did you ever ask for a doctor to come and examine you?

MR MATOMELA: I never asked for any doctor. But I think it was the second day
when I was at Cambridge, there was another White doctor who arrived. It looks
like he was a doctor who used to come routinely. He did examine me. He asked me
what happened to me, all the bruises. He said to me it was not even known that I
was there, which is normal, because this is what people used to do. They would
detain you without the knowledge of your family.

He examined me and then he asked me what happened. So I said but you can see
what happened, but I didn't really want to say because I was scared of these
people because they could just kill me at any time. So I just looked at him, I
didn't answer him when he kept on asking. But I am sure they wrote that in his
records. He wrote what was going on with me, even though I didn't say anything.

MS SOOKA: Do you remember his name?

MR MATOMELA: No, I don't remember.

MS SOOKA: (Speaker's mike not on) ... to let your family
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know that you were being detained over there?

MR MATOMELA: I don't think there was any effort that that doctor made, because
at home they didn't know where I was. They didn't know that I was in East
London. They got information from me when I was from East London.

MS SOOKA: Did you ever go to any lawyer? Because you mention in your statement
that you were put on trial. Was there a lawyer who assisted you in the process?

MR MATOMELA: Yes, the attorney that was helping us, it was Prince Madikizela,
but in our own case, we were represented by (I'm sorry, I couldn't hear the name
of the lawyer). But we used give all the information to Prince Madikizela, and
Adv Wilson. Those are the two lawyers that we used to deal with.

MS SOOKA: What were you charged with at your trial?

MR MATOMELA: We were charged under the Terrorism Act and we were charged for
having banned literature and material.

MS SOOKA: (Speaker's mike not on) ... at the time while you were being tortured
by - I think you didn't tell us the name of the policemen who forced you to sign
the statements.



MR MATOMELA: The statement that I signed in East London before I was brought
back, was made by Nxoba. It was a Black limping policeman. During this whole
time Nxoba was right next to me. He is the one who said I must write. He is the
one who was going to make me take the statement. But when I got there the
statement was already there. I was just told to read it and sign it. But I just
tried to forge a certain signature which was not my signature. Because I knew
that I didn't write the statement, it was written by somebody else. So I didn't
write my own signature.

Now in court we tried to show that these statements
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were not our statements, they must not be accepted as our evidence, because we
didn't write them. Even though they were taken as our evidence in court.

MS SOOKA: Did the Court accept those statements as being yours?

MR MATOMELA: No, not.

CHAIRPERSON: What happened in the trial, were you convicted?

MR MATOMELA: I personally was not sentenced, I was acquitted, because there was
no evidence that was linking me directly to the use of the weapons. So I was
acquitted. There were others who were sentenced, like Comrade James Khati, some
pleaded guilty, people like Salewa and Mbetse and Mr Peter Kite, even though
later on he was also acquitted, after he appealed.

MS SOOKA: Did you file a claim against the police for compensation?

MR MATOMELA: No.

MS SOOKA: Why not?

MR MATOMELA: Well, now this is my personal opinion, that we were just doing this
for the liberation of the country, not necessarily to be compensated or gain
anything. But mostly, we were only concentrating on what we were doing. It never
occurred in our minds to ask for any kind of compensation. I am sure that even
in our group no one can say that they wanted compensation.

MS SOOKA: After you were acquitted, did you ever have a doctor examine you
physically to see if you had sustained any long-term damage to your body or to
your hearing, after the torture?

MR MATOMELA: Yes, there was another doctor that I went to,

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

13 M MATOMELA

Dr Solombela. I explained to him everything that happened and he gave me some
treatment.

Oh, there is something else that I have forgotten. When I was in East London,
after they took me off that hook, there was another Black policeman, I can't
remember his name. He came back to me and he held my shoulders, put his knee on
my chest and then pulled me against his knee. Something, my sternum broke, I
think it cracked. That was the problem, that was a physical problem that I had
since then. I couldn't even stretch my chest. But there was no other treatment
that I received for this. Even now I can still feel the pains. But I think my



sternum cracked.

I tried to explain to the doctor all those things that happened to me and the
cold that I got while I was in the cell, because we were arrested in August. I
got out the following year in October. During this whole time we never got any
proper treatment. Health-wise that really affected me. I explained all of this
to the doctor. He tried to give me some treatment.

MS SOOKA: What would you like the Truth Commission to do in respect of your
case?

MR MATOMELA: Something that I will ask the Commission to do, I am just going to
repeat what the Chairperson has said. The policemen who had done these things in
the past must come forward. They must come and tell all the things that they
used to do. This is their chance. Especially now, because there is also amnesty.
At the time we knew that they were just tools of the system, especially the
Black ones. Because they were the ones who were the active tools to beat us up.
We used to know that they were just doing this so that they can get praise from
their bosses. We know
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that they were sent by their seniors. They were acting against instructions. We
even know their names now. They must come forward, especially those ones who
used to beat us up. They must say that they were sent by whoever sent them.
Perhaps this will even end up to Kaiser Mantanzima. We know that we were being
beaten for this liberation, but we do understand their position. Our parents
know what we went through. They had peace in their hearts. We were not fighting
against individuals, we were fighting against the system. We are ready to
forgive, but they must just come forward. They must come forward to the
Commission before they are named. But now if they don't come, we are going to
mention them in the Commission. I think that is the first most important thing.

Secondly, there are people who have really suffered here, especially Mr Peter
King. I know that he died after he was released, but isn't there anything that
the Commission can do for his family. I understand that he has very small
children, but now because of the struggle he died and his children are suffering
now. If the Commission can try anything, even if it is the State who will do
this, just to give them the necessary support.

Thirdly, I have now my personal request. There was a tape-recorder that was
confiscated by the Transkeian police. I want it back. Even those cassettes that
they confiscated, I want them back. They have much value to me, because I am the
one who took the recordings, I am the one who dubbed the cassettes. We used to
listen to stories from our grandparents at the time. I used to tape these
stories from my grandparents at the beginning of the cassettes and then later in
the cassette, then I would dub the real thing. I

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

15 M MATOMELA

want all those, even my books. All those political documents that I had, those
belong to me. They must bring all those things back. I have already forgiven
them, they must just bring back everything that belongs to me.

MS SOOKA: I think that we hear your request and I am sure that we will, in the
same way that you are saying that you want these people to come forward, before
you name them, I think we in the Commission would like them to come forward as
well, freely, and to use this opportunity. I think the difficult question is in
relation to whether the Transkei police will still have the things that they
took away from you. But the investigation unit will probably try and see what



they can do about that. In terms of Mr Peter King, I am sure the Chairperson
would be able to do something in terms of that.

I would like to thank you for telling your story and I will hand you back to the
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: (Speaker's mike not on).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I only have a comment more than
question. I am struck by the fact that you were detained in the Transkei, but
then you were kept and you served your term in the Eastern Cape, in East London.
Even your torture was done in East London. But now what I am wondering, was done
in the Umtata Supreme Court. But now this also gives evidence that the security
police of the Transkei at the time was working together with the South African
security. This is evident that there was collaboration between the Transkei and
the South African Police Services at the time.

MR MATOMELA: Yes, Commissioner, this is the whole truth. Even though Transkei
was independent, but in fact
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effectively, everything was done through South Africa. This independence didn't
really mean anything. The police service of Transkei and the police service of
South Africa were working together, even though Transkei was so-called
independnet. I know many people in the Transkei were tortured by the boers and
they would come and we would see them. Even the Transkeian police were not so
clever. So they were using especially the South African boers.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Matomela, in the light of the testimony you have given this
afternoon, concerning the manner in which you were treated by the police, in
particular the security division of the police in both the then Transkei
Republic and South Africa, do you perhaps have any views to express on the
question of a promotion policy in the police force?

MR MATOMELA: Thank you, Commission. We are having a big problem. You know what
is called the transition, it really causes problems. It affects us even
psychologically. But we do accept it because our organisation is also involved
in our discipline from the organisation, is very important to us. We are still
trying to build a new South Africa. But the whole, the big problem now is those
people who used to torture people like that, and the same people are now still
in high official ranks in the prison service. But those people need to be
transformed themselves. If they are not transformed, how are they going to
transform the whole service.

Now if a person has a high rank, then that person must be able to hold together
that department. I feel that these people need to be transformed themselves.
They need to be changed. So that those people can now use their skills,
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because they don't really have experience. The only experience that they have is
the experience of torture. Now somtimes we are compelled to accept certain
compromises because we didn't defeat their enemy militarily. Sometimes we just
keep quiet and do not say anything. But those things are still in our minds.

MEMBER OF PANEL: We thank you, Mr Matomela. The testimony you have given Mr
Matomela here, has really touched our souls and our hearts very deeply.



The Chairperson of this Commission usually says, he usually likes to pause after
a testimony like this one and reflect on our country. Even now I am going to
call you a young man, because you are younger than me, to call young men of your
integrity, you know to speak of forgiveness after suffering the way you have
suffered, is very touching Also, even more touching to me is the way you have
not thought of yourself. (Speaker's mike not on) ... who have suffered together
with you. We live a world that is very selfish, where people are thinking only
about themselves in moments like this. The fact that you have asked whilst we
must get your tape-recorder back, but you are more concerned about somebody
else, who, in your opinion, is in a more painful and needier situation than you.
This has really touched us. Thank you for your witness and thank you for showing
the integrity, the statemanship that you have displayed for us.

 

------------------
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_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairman, I would like to call upon Mrs Ntombifikile
Mposelwa to the stand please. Deputy Chairperson I would like to introduce
Ntombifikile and I would like to welcome here on behalf of the Commission. Mrs
Mposelwa you are here today because you would like to express the pain that you
had experienced so that you can reconcile with the perpetrators. Most of the
people who have come here have come for the same purpose and I think when you
have relieved yourself of this burden that you have been carrying for quite a
long time and I am sure you had bitterness, but we believe that you will be able
to reconcile with the perpetrators and you will not be bitter anymore. Before
you can continue with the giving of this statement I would like you to stand up
so that you can take an oath.

NTOMBIFIKILE MPOSELWA: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you very much. I am handing over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We would request Pumla Gobodo to lead you in your
evidence.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson who is deputising for the
Chairperson. Ntombifikile, I would like to welcome you again. I just wanted to
explain here that you have come to give evidence about your son, but you also
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had a wish that you can also present a case in connection with your husband who
was shot dead in 1994. He was a member of the PAC and nobody was traced and
nobody ever knew who was responsible for his death, but unfortunately the
Commission is supposed to consider only cases which took place from 1960 to
1993, but unfortunately the incident in connection with your husband took place
in 1994 which is after the deadline, but we would like to state and advise you
that there is a Committee of the Human Rights and we would like you to please
approach it. It is not that you will not have anybody to listen to your story
regarding your husband, but there is somewhere else that you can go. Presently
we would like you to give us information about your son. Could you please give
us information about him.

MRS MPOSELWA: Thank you very much Sis Pumla. He was Samora Siyasanga Mposelwa.

MS GOBODO: How old was he when he was killed?



MRS MPOSELWA: During the time when he was gunned down, he was born on the 25th
of January 1977. He was 16 years old at the time.

MS GOBODO: What were the circumstances around his death?

MRS MPOSELWA: On the 16th in October in the evening, I think it was about seven
in the evening. I was together with my husband and our family as a whole.
Bantoen and Kand who are my children. We were at Port St Johns. Whilst we were
staying in the house we heard that our car was being reversed and it was revved
so strongly. We could see that it is somebody who knows how to drive this car
and who knew the direction. We looked around and we saw that it was Samora who
was driving the car. We stayed for a long time waiting that he would come back,
but he never did. We slept UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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whilst still waiting for him, but at five am my husband felt that he should wake
up. I did not know what to do. We were together with my brother Mlolalimin
Nombi. He went out, he ran around the house and in the nearby area. I was in my
room. He was still searching for him.

He came back after a few minutes and then he said I have walked quite a distance
and I could hear people talking and I also hear that they were talking about
Samora and they said our brother has saw him. I pretended as if I did not hear
them, but I was eavesdropping. Mr Gaba came in and when he came in he said we
must pray. I asked them why should you pray very early in the morning? There
must be something that has happened. They openly stated that Samora had
committed suicide. I did not believe what they said. I was surprised. How did he
commit suicide. It was said he shot himself. What do you mean? No, his uncle
found him. They stated that there was a revolver, his father's revolver in his
right hand, but I am not quite sure whether it was in the right or the left
hand.

You know when you are shocked you become so shocked to the extent that you would
use abusive language. That is what I did because I was cursing, why did this
have to happen to me. Let me just explain this again. My husband went to the
police station. My brother says he took the gun from the child's hand because he
was fearing that somebody might come and take it.

MS GOBODO: What time was it?

MRS MPOSELWA: I think it was half past five.

MS GOBODO: Was it in the morning?

MRS MPOSELWA: Yes, it was very early in the morning.

MS GOBODO: Was the gun in his hand?
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MRS MPOSELWA: Yes, the gun was in his hand as they said.

MS GOBODO: Where was the car?

MRS MPOSELWA: He was in the car, in the passenger seat, but there was the
difference because he had a wound and you could see that this bullet wound was



from the right through the left. On the left side you could see that there was a
bullet hole in the car. My husband then stated that they went to the police and
then they reported the matter to the police and two policemen went to see the
accident. It was discovered that there were cartridges which were found behind
the car. We were also taken to the scene and then we were crying all of us. My
child was half naked. The t-shirt that he was wearing was at the back of the
car. We did not see the bullets or the shells or the cartridges, but we could
see that he was already experiencing rigours. You could see that he was
bleeding. He bled severely and there was a pool of blood in the car.

During the day when we went back to our place the nurses from the Port St Johns
Hospital, because I was working there also, visited us and they came here to pay
condolences. They stated that the saw a girl who is admitted in hospital. It was
said this girl was Lungiswa Mwanda. The girl reported that she was with Samora
and this was witnessed by the other people, but it is said that she had poisoned
herself.

MS GOBODO: What is the name of this girl?

MRS MPOSELWA: It was Lungiswa Mwanda.

MS GOBODO: Who discovered this and who gave you the information that she was
together with your son?

MRS MPOSELWA: It is said he is, he, she who stated that he was together with my
son. I confirmed that because the
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nurses said we are together with one of Lungiswa's friends, Miss Bolo is having
a shop there, she is a general dealer and she has come to visit her friend and
she has also come to visit me.

MS GOBODO: What I am trying to get at is what did she know about the cartridges
which were just behind the van?

MRS MPOSELWA: Nobody asked her anything. We did not even see her because after
she was discharged from the hospital she disappeared. We have never seen her
ever since. When we made enquiries about the others from other people somebody
said she went to Cofimvaba.

MS GOBODO: Could you please inform us about the investigation? What did the
police discover about in their investigations?

MRS MPOSELWA: I do not have much to say except that Nombeli who is the uncle to
Samora was taken. They also forced him to give false information that he should
admit that he is the culprit. He came back and he was crying bitterly because he
did not want to admit that he did so.

MS GOBODO: Was there any follow-up in the matter about this girl, Lungiswa,
about all what she knew about what happened?

MRS MPOSELWA: No, we did not hear anything about the investigation with regard
to Lungiswa.

MS GOBODO: How did you view this because somebody who was present during your
sons death was supposed to have been investigated also.

MRS MPOSELWA: I was disturbed because I did not have trust anymore to the



Government and even to the authorities.

MS GOBODO: What do you know about your son especially as far as politics are
concerned?

MRS MPOSELWA: He was still 16 years old. I did not notice
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anything about him as far as the political issues are concerned. The person that
I know and who was well known is my husband. Kobilitlansin Mposelwa is the one
who was not, was involved with the politics.

MS GOBODO: Is there anybody who said something about the political involvement
of your son?

MRS MPOSELWA: No, you cannot know anything about your child.

MS GOBODO: What did your family think about your son's death?

MRS MPOSELWA: There was an outcry and we were suspicious and we were never
satisfied because we could not understand why anybody could be charged about
what happened. We buried our son on the 24th October 1993. On the 11th November
there were two policemen who came at our place. They had balaclavas and their
car was not having any registration plates. Bantoen, who is my son, was also
present. He had just written examinations. They asked who is my husband. He
misled them and said he was in Umtata and then they said they must be informed
when they come. We took this matter to the police and then we requested the
protection. I also phoned my husband and I told him telephonically that he was
wanted by the police.

At six you could think that it was a war zone. There was a lot of police vans,
soldiers and everybody. I could mention Mr Mahilihili. He was one of the police
who were here. They were giving us protection. The gun was taken from my husband
for ballistics and then he was borrowed one of the guns by the police so that he
can protect and defend himself.

MS GOBODO: Who was protecting you?
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MRS MPOSELWA: It is the soldiers and the police.

MS GOBODO: Okay, is this the period during which the military defence was the
one who was ruling the country at the time?

MRS MPOSELWA: Yes. Mr Mantu is the one who said he would borrow us the gun, but
after six days they would withdraw their protection and then there were PAC
guards who were also here to protect us.

MS GOBODO: Excuse me Mama. Do you know whether these policemen, the white
policemen with the balaclavas, can you connect it with your son's death?

MRS MPOSELWA: We did not know what to think. We were not aware of what was
happening and my husband was also surprised. Nobody ever knew what was



happening. We could not even guess of what was happening.

MS GOBODO: I would like to take you back again to your son because I would like
to conclude now. As there was a case and investigations how far did it go?

MRS MPOSELWA: We did not know anything. Nobody knew what happened to that. There
were no reports, nobody came to say anything to us and we have never been called
to attend any court case. Everything was just quiet as if nothing had happened,
but I can mention that Mr Chwane was the person who was investigating the case.
I think he was the Investigation Officer.

MS GOBODO: What was his rank, was he the Security Officer or was he the police?

MRS MPOSELWA: No, they said he was a Detective Sergeant. When he attached the
signature he would write his designation as Detective Sergeant.

MS GOBODO: I would like us to finalise the matter. We have
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learnt that after he died there were some police who came at your place and the
soldiers as well, but we gather that they were looking for your husband. We
would like to find out what happened to your son. It is not easy to endure the
pain when you lose your son. We know it was something which was very familiar
amongst our black community members, but we are aware that during the time of
the military rule you would have some people would occasionally have visits from
the police or the South African Defence Force. So what I would like to know is
what would you like as to do as the Commission in connection with the
disappearance and the death of your son?

MRS MPOSELWA: What I would like to know is why was my son killed and who killed
him. What was the purpose of his death?

MS GOBODO: Lastly, before I can hand you over to the Chairperson or my
colleagues, probably they might be having some questions so that they can ask
further questions to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Any questions. Thank you very much Mrs Mposelwa. As you have
already heard and you have been listening to the proceedings of this Commission,
one of the most important things about the woman and the most painful things
that are always mentioned by most of the woman, is the disappearance of their
children. In this case your son was very young, 16 years old, and he died during
the time when there was a lot of things happening in our country. Probably in,
amongst other people also we have the same people who have experienced what you
have already stated and presented before us. It is a very painful experience.
You buried your son and it was not long and then you were
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widowed. Those were very close people to you and they were shot dead. It just
shows us that the time and our future needs to be considered as one of the most
important futures and we would wish that the people should try to solve the
problems through negotiations instead of violence. We promise to make a follow-
up and see how we can assist you. Thank you very much.



MRS MPOSELWA: Excuse me I have a question. I would like to ask a question for
the Commission. I would like to know the advice that I can get, where do I get
the Human Rights offices?

MS GOBODO: I would like you to come to us after these proceedings so that we can
give you details. Thank you very much.

------------------------------
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_________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to proceed. We have three other cases here and we
have to finalise these before we adjourn this evening. We might continue until
very late.

 

RECORDING SWITCHED OFF

ON RESUMPTION - WITNESS IN MIDDLE OF TESTIMONY

 

... supervisor here at work. One of the sections that he used to supervise was
the typing section. So he arrived. It was Mr De Klerk.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you please just stop right there. I would like to report
to the person who is supposed to guide you. In Mr Matomela's statement he has
covered number one. Number two he has just covered - he was just dealing with
number three. Let's continue, Sir. I am sorry to disrupt you.

WITNESS: Our supervisor, Mr De Klerk was with another gentleman, also White, but
I did not know who he was. When they got in he instructed me to take this
typewriter and go with this gentleman, because I didn't know anything, but I
just thought that they were going to service the typewriter. So I took the
typewriter. Then I followed. We went to the

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

2 WITNESS

car. We got in. Then I was taken to the police camp. We got into an office the
size of this platform.

The first question that he asked was, do I know any insulting letter that was
typed by this typewriter. Because apparently, according to the investigations,
the same ribbon that was used in that certain letter that he is talking about,
was the same ribbon that was in this typewriter.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, who was insulted by this letter?

WITNESS: It was used to insult the then Prime Minister. But the letter that he
is talking about, I don't know anything about it. It was not in front of me. So



I said this is shocking me what you are asking me, because I don't know
anything. Because the first thing that I thought was that we were going to
service this typewriter. So then he said to me no, let me tell you the truth. He
told me that he is from a special branch office, he doesn't know who I am, he is
Warrant Officer Heunis. He was only told that he must come and fetch me.
According to the investigations the letter that has been insulting the Prime
Minister has been typed on this typewriter that I have been using.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So you were taken to, or put in a prison?

WITNESS: After some interrogation it was now decided that I must be put in
prison. I was still quite surprised. Then I was taken to the Old Umtata Prison.
They said they were going to put me there, where I would be interviewed. That is
how I was now arrested.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you please tell us how you were tortured, because it
looks like that that is what we are going to concentrate on. How much were you
tortured, tell us all the details of what happened.

WITNESS: Lady Commissioner, when I got into the prison
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the warder said that they are going to take care of me in prison. I was also
taken into the cell. I was shown this cell that I was going to be put in, to be
kept in.

Now on the following day, the warder came to fetch me. Then I was put into this
cell. On the second day of my interrogation I could see that he was now very
rude to me. I could see that no, today he was very angry, he wants something, he
wants my body. I used to say to him no, I don't know what you are talking about.

The worst part of it, I didn't even see this letter, so how can I even say
anything without even seeing the letter. So they said I have to take off my
shoes and my socks. They took some rocks and they put the rocks inside my shoes,
and then I was told to do a frog-jump. I continued with this frog-jump. While I
was doing all this he had a revolver. I felt a kick in my head. But that was at
the time when one of the sergeants, Sgt Kromhout, he was from Libodi.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you please repeat the surname, please.

WITNESS: It was Sgt Kromhout. He was from Libodi. While he was still talking to
me, I was already falling on the ground. I was hit in my ears, such that I felt
almost deaf. That's how much I was kicked. They said to me I am going to tell
them the truth, I am going to tell them who typed this letter; if it is not you,
you are going to tell us who it is, today; if you are not going to tell us
today, we are going to kill you here today. We went on struggling for a long
time.

It was this Warrant Officer Heunis, he kicked me on my mouth and while he was
doing this, while he was trying to do it again, then I fought back. I slapped
him on his face. I
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tried to get hold of the revolver. I could also see that it was already cocked.
Then I grabbed it and I threw it away. Then I said exactly what you want to do
to me here is to kill me, but I thought what I am going to do now is to take
care of myself here. They were pushing me forward and backwards. It was such a



(indistinct) Revel that helped me out. He tried now to stop this whole thing.
Then he said no, stop, he is going to tell the truth. He tried to calm them
down.

Sgt Kromhout left and I was again interrogated. They told me according to the
investigations, it is this typewriter that was used to write this letter. Now
what I was asking them, this letter that you are talking about, where is it. Now
Warrant Officer Heunis got very angry when I asked about the letter.

They took me back to the cell. Warrant Officer Heunis came to visit me, alone in
the cell. He said to me you must not sign anything, no matter how they try to
persuade you, you must not sign anything. Warrant Officer Heunis wants to arrest
you, don't sign anything.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, Sir. Was there anything else they wanted from you,
except the letter, was there anything else that the police wanted you for except
the letter?

WITNESS: No, there was nothing else before. It is just that we were not on good
terms with Mr De Klerk because of the work that he wanted me to do. He would
give me a lot of work and ask me to do this heap of work. And yet, the others
were just given small amounts of work. Even when it came to overtime, I was the
only one who was going to work overtime, not the other Whites.

Now it was from then, that was the time he didn't like
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me very much.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Now this letter that you are talking about, did you ever see
the letter?

WITNESS: No, lady, I never saw this letter until I was released.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like to conclude now. Can we now try and talk about
these issues. So in other words you were arrested for the letter that was
insulting the Prime Minister. Was it Kaizer Mantanzima?

WITNESS: Yes, it was Kaizer Mantazima who was insulted.

MEMBER OF PANEL: When was the last time you heard about the letter?

WITNESS: The letter I heard about later, was that it is only the first time I
heard about it, was when they took me to this camp.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You never heard about this letter in the community at all?

WITNESS: That was the last time I heard about that letter when they told me
about the letter in the cell. I have never heard anything further about the
letter before.

MEMBER OF PANEL: After you found out, was there any letter that they were
talking about?

WITNESS: I was only accused about this letter lady, I never saw the letter at
all. So I don't have evidence that the letter actually existed.

MEMBER OF PANEL: The police, if you know any, could you please tell us the names
of these police?



WITNESS: It was Warrant Officer Heunis, he told me his name, that his name was
Warrant Officer Heunis. The second one was from Libodi, it was Sgt Kromhout. The
third one was Sgt Magedo. He was accompanying this other policeman who
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used to take me into some of the villages.

Sometimes we would go to the Pondos and I would be left in the car and they
would go and look for something that I don't know about.

Now what amazed me was that here at work, when I was working there, in my
workplace, they never told my family where I went. Even the person who told my
father was Sgt Magedo. Then he said to my family you must not tell anyone that I
have told you this, because you will be expelled. Your son has been arrested.
When they tried to look for me at my place they told them that no, they don't
know where I was.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sir, was there any court case about your torture or were there
(indistinct) about your typewriter?

WITNESS: Even now, as I am talking to you, my ear drum is not functioning well.
I did report to the warder, because I wanted to go to the doctor. At the time
the district doctor was Dr Umswazi. Even now as I am speaking to you it feels as
if there is cottonwool in my ear. He told me when I am released I must go back
to his surgery so that he can refer me to some specialist. So that if I want to
sue the policemen, I must be able to have evidence.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you ever sue them?

WITNESS: When I was released from prison, after they had been interrogating me
for a long time, when they realised that my ear has been damaged, then they
stopped. But they kept on trying to force me to sign something, that was written
in Afrikaans. I said I am not going to sign anything. I said the one who is
supposed to sign this is you, I am not going to sign anything.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you still wish the Commission to do
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anything regarding the problems that you have put forward to us?

WITNESS: I would like the Commission to please help me out with some money so
that I can be able to survive, because I don't work at the moment, and also so
that I will be able to see some more doctors for my ears.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Sir, I will hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Pumla. Are there any questions?

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Ntogana(?) for your evidence and that you have
come to the Commission. I would like to assure you that the Commission is going
to investigate your matter. Unfortunately the Commission has only powers to deal
with the violation of human rights that were politically related. Now when it
looks closely into this matter it is going to find out was there any politically
related matter that was, that caused your torture. I want to stress this.
Afterwards when we find out, we will tell you the result of our investigations.

WITNESS: Thank you, Sir. Oh, Mr Commissioner, there is one more thing that I



would like to expose. There was one more thing that was strange to me. This
Warrant Officer Heunis said to me he didn't know me, but I was given the mandate
to come and take you, was Mr Pienaar and yet when my family came over to look
for me, they said no, they don't know anything about me. Even the money that I
was supposed to get, I never got anything. For me to be reinstated I went to Mr
Alie, but Mr Pienaar simply refused, he didn't want me to go back to my work.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for your explanation, Sir.

-----------
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_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson we would like to call Mr Nelani to take the
stand please. Mr Chairperson Mr Nelani who is here in front of us is one of the
men who comes from Umputi where the Chief Joyi and the others come from. They
were all exposed to persecution, prosecution and tortures as they were trying to
liberate the country and they also tried to bring justice. He is here also to
give explanations of what use to happen at that time. We would like to thank him
for being here and we are very grateful that the people who come from the rural
areas could come forward because some people from the urban areas believe that
they are the only people who contributed to the liberation struggle. They do not
recognise the importance and the role which was played by the people from the
rural areas. This is because there were no newspapers and no people to publicise
what they were doing. We are very grateful for your presence here and we would
like to know that the people from the villages were also contributing to the
struggle and we should salute them for what they have done. Your efforts are
being acknowledged. You can see that we rejoice today because we can claim that
we are free. We have the Government of the people. That is why we say the
Commission is very proud of you. I would like you to stand up so that you can
take an oath.
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ZOYISILE NELANI: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. Over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Nelani, as far as I can see from your statement you are going to
talk about two things. Firstly you are going to talk about things that happened
to you. Being arrested, being tortured in detention by South African Police and
Transkei Police. Secondly, you will be talking about the death of your
neighbour, Mr Twalimfene Joyi, who was shot by a Traffic Officer here in the
Transkei. Is that correct Mr Nelani?

MR NELANI: Yes, that is correct Sir.

MR SANDI: Which one would you like to start with? Would you like to start
talking about the first one that affects you directly or are you going to talk
first about Mr Joyi's case?

MR NELANI: Mr Commissioner I would like to talk about first Joyi's case.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr Nelani, my colleague here, Mr Ntsebeza, he is nudging me.



He says he knows much about this case, about the death of Twalimfene Joyi. He is
going to guide you about this case. He will hand you over again to me when he is
through with Twalimfene Joyi's case.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Nel, this case is quite a well known case. Now, before we can go
and dig in about Twalimfene it will be, we would appreciate it if you can just
tell us more about Twalimfene. Who Twalimfene was before you actually come into
the day in 1976 when something happened to him.

MR NELANI: Thank you Commissioner. Firstly, I am going to talk about his birth.
Twalimfene Joyi was born through Dalunga Joyi. There are three men here from
Joyi family.
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They are all from the family tree of the Joyi's. The first one is Mangaliswe
Joyi, second is Dalagube Joyi, next one is now Twalimfene Joyi's father. These
are brothers.

Twalimfene became prominent especially as an orator especially regarding the
political matters. I can say that in our area he is the one, he was the leader
in the campaigning of our political matters. He was a member of the ANC such
that during his presence all the men of my age at the time use to be his
followers. We use to believe quite a lot in what he use to say. Earlier today
the Commissioners heard from Mr Sigwela about Twalimfene Joyi's arrest. He use
to be arrested with them. When he came back from Robben Island he was banned for
two years. This was now before his death. During the time of his banning he got
a job here in Umtata in the bus transport department. That is where he use to
work.

Now on a certain day, it was during the weekend, Twalimfene was plastering a
certain house at home. He talked to Bangilizwe Joyi who was his older brother
who use to have a tractor. He asked for the tractor so that he can transport
sand from the Basha River. He did give it to him. He was also given a driver to
drive this tractor. So they went on with the transporting of this sand. At the
time the Basha River was overflowing because of the rains that use to fall at
that time. When they came back it was wet. The rain fell again just for a while.
He was walking on foot, the tractor was driven by this young boy. The tractor
was a little bit far from the road. When the Traffic Cops saw this tractor they
came towards the tractor. Apparently, when he saw the Traffic Cops he slowed
down and the boy stopped the tractor and ran away.
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When the Traffic Cops saw that the boy has run away they went to him. Now that
is Twalimfene, the boy, Joyi. Apparently these policemen were looking for him
for a long time because there was no reason for these cops to go to him when he
was not the driver of the tractor. Now, apparently, this policeman followed him.
They went over the hill and then later bullet shots were heard by the people who
were next to this place, but nobody actually realised what really happened. This
other policeman, in a mysterious way, he just left. He asked the other boys
where this tractor use to belong to. So they were told that it belongs to the
Chief's place. So when they went to the Chief's house before this other one who
went with Joyi came back. This other policeman asked who was the driver of the
tractor, but the way that he asked this question, he did not ask who was the
driver of the tractor, he just asked who is your driver, Sir. Now Chief



Bangilizwe gave them Sobetwa's name who was the Chief's driver. He did not
mention the boy because this boy did not have a licence. While they were still
talking this other policeman came back and his pants were wet. It was obvious
that he was walking in the tall grass. He also wanted to know that who was the
driver. Then he was told. He did not ask that he was leaving somebody next to
the banks of the river and the person was injured. They got into the car and
they left for Umtata.

After a while the boy arrived again. He then reported that the man he was with
was followed by a Traffic Officer, but nobody took this into cognisance because,
but later when he did not come back people wanted to find out what happened, but
nobody could see where he was and we would tried to ask, but nobody could see
anything. In the
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following morning they started to take some steps now. They tried to go and
report because they could not find him anywhere. Now, in short, they came to the
police. They reported the case. We were still looking for him on the other side
and there was another trace that there was another man who has been shot by the
Traffic Officers and after shooting him they dragged him to the river. It took
us two weeks for us to get the body. We found the body in another location at
Nabane location in Idutywa. When we got there the people there said they picked
this body up at the riverbanks.

As we usually do with a body we, there was a funeral. It was very difficult for
us to get into the water because it was full. The body was buried on the other
side next, in Idutywa not on the other side which belongs to Umtata district.
When the body was exhumed we did identify that it was him. Now, after we had
exhumed him we had to bury him again. This time now we buried him officially.
Now that was the time now we had to give the report to the police. Some police
were investigated about this. After we have told them that we have exhumed this
body and reburied it we had to go again back to Idutywa to see the District
Doctor so that this body can be looked at to see, to have a post mortem. We did
buy a coffin so that if this body had to be brought back again we must have
something to put it in.

The person who talked to the doctor, it was his elder brother, Chief Bangilizwe.
He brought the doctor to the river and it was the doctor who said there must be
something like a jug, just a container so that we can carry water, but we did
not even know what the water was going to be for. We did all that. When we got
there we were forced again to
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exhume the body. When we did that the doctor said the reason why he wanted a
container was that he wanted to make an experiment to make sure that, to make
sure if this body went into the river when it was already dead or when the
person was still alive. He said he was going to cut a piece of his lung and
after cutting that piece of lung he was going to put into this water and if the
person has been drowned while still alive in this water, this piece of lung is
going to go down into the bottom of the container, but if this person was put
into the river when he was already dead, this piece of lung is going to float on
the water. Indeed he cut a piece of his lung on his left lung and then he put it
into the water, but that piece of lung simply floated, it did not go down. Then
he said, yes indeed, he went into the river when he was already dead. Again, we



had to rebury the body now with the coffin that we had brought with us.

Now we had to wait for the authorities from the police so that we can rebury the
body. Even on that day we were now, we were going to ask experts to investigate
and examine the body so that we can see what killed him, that is a post mortem.
When the day of the post mortem came we again went to go and exhume the body.
Now we were together with the police and it was the police that brought the body
to Umtata. Then we were told what time the doctors would come here in Umtata. We
were here at eight am. We stayed here for the whole day until it was four pm.
There were no doctors even though we were told that they were going to be here
at nine. They came after four. They were already in a hurry touching here and
there. After that they said, no, they cannot see anything. That is now how we
were officially given the body to go and bury it again and yet we UMTATA HEARING
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were not satisfied at all. When we wanted to find out why did they come so late,
we were trying to find this out, but later we discovered that they were in
Butterworth the whole day. They were talking together with the Government. We do
not know why they were, what they were talking about and then we were forced to
bury the body again without getting any report of a post mortem regarding his
death.

Later the policemen went on saying that they are investigating such that this
Traffic Officer while he was surrounded by the policemen regarding the bullets
that were missing in his gun, he said, no, he had fired in the air. So then he
was asked why did he shoot in the air in the first place, where is the driver of
the tractor? He then said that the person, the driver that he had met was
Sobetwa, then he was asked do you know Sobetwa. Then he said yes, he know who
Sobetwa was and he can even point him. Then there was an identification parade.
We were also there. This Traffic Officer, his name was Kalipa, could not
identify Sobetwa. He simply identified another policeman who use to work at
Qumbu. It is there now because he could not identify then the Investigating
Officer had the authority now to arrest him because he could not identify this
driver.

Now, on the third day of his arrest there was a command from K D Matanzima, who
was the leader of the country at that time, that this Traffic Officer must be
released because he has not done anything. So then he was released. At the time
the Council of Churches had delegated a field worker who could help with the
investigation. His name was M Sooki. He helped out quite a lot because he even
had witnesses, but what was the problem was that he was now

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

8 Z NELANI

arrested by the Security Policemen. He was kept for two years here in the
Transkei prison, that the office of the South African Council of Churches was
banned. So that all those who had their human rights violated should not have
anyone to defend them. Later on the South African Council of Churches tried to
make amends, but it looks like that is the reason why the South African Council
of Churches was banned. There was never even an inquest. That is just how it was
ended. That is how Twalimfene Joyi. We still feel hurt about his death. We will
never forget it. It will always remain in our history.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Excuse me Nel, can you still remember the month of Joyi's death?

MR NELANI: It was in March.



ADV NTSEBEZA: Was it 1976?

MR NELANI: Yes, it was 1976.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Can you still remember that at that time, the precise time of
Twalimfene's death?

MR NELANI: If I can just remember well, it was on the 31st of March 1976.

ADV NTSEBEZA: There was another man who was arrested in Durban. His name Mhlole.

MR NELANI: Yes, they almost died at the same time, Mhlole and Joyi.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Mhlole died less than 24 hours before he was arrested?

MR NELANI: Yes.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Mhlole and Joyi were they together in the Robben Island?

MR NELANI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Yes, you can get on into the next issue.
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MR NELANI: There were many events that use to surround these two men, these men
from the Joyi family. Now in 1978 it was myself and Bangilizwe.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Excuse me Mr Nelani, are you now talking about this incident that
affects you directly?

MR NELANI: No, there is just one other part that I do not want to leave out.
Then after that I am coming to my case now. I think we only had two weeks and
then on the third week these men, the Joyis' were banished, were banned. I am
the one who was transporting them into their places. First I went to put
Dalanuba to Majeke. Then from there I went to put Bangilizwe into Mtingweni. On
the following week there was chaos in the Transkeian Parliament. They were
fighting about the positions. There were questions in Matanzima's Government,
why were these people arrested and being charged if they were guilty. Now just
Matanzima's answer was, who was the Minister of Justice at that time, he said we
cannot investigate this mans case. He then pointed out certain deaths about
certain people and he said the deaths of those people are connected with these
Joyis'. He mentioned the death of another Chief from Tentu, his name was Dadile.
He also mentioned the death of two men, the Chief of the Kwatis', Makile and his
second in command, Thandile. He also mentioned about his, another Chief. He also
talked about another one who use to work in the forest who killed people and
then after that he, personally, was killed. Now all those incidents he connected
them with the Joyis'. Only to find out, as you have heard here before,
Bangilizwe left in 1958. Then he came back home in 1964 and all these events
happened when this man had already left because all these happened in 1961 and
yet he left in 1958.
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Then we were forced as the people who were left behind, we were supposed now to
answer what George was talking about, but I was the one who made that statement.



I took the statement to the offices of the Daily Dispatch, the Daily Dispatch
newspaper. At that time there was Sydney Moses. I gave the statement to him.
Within a week I went back to go and check and then he said to me, no, the
Management had refused and then he said if he could publish that statement, now
the Daily Dispatch newspaper could be in trouble because of the Government that
was not going to allow that to be published. Then later that statement was
published. It was just a couple of lines. I would like to mention this because
these people were accused of murder.

Now coming back to my own story. Commissioner, we have run out of time, but I
will try and be brief so that everybody can have a chance. I understand that
this is the last day, but my story is a very long one. I am going to start, I
will start in 1970. In 1970 I was in Gauteng. Then I was arrested there after we
had a meeting as workers. We were a bigger group. I was with another man from
Transkei. I am very hurt about the fact that he has also disappeared. He was
from Nqamakwe. He was Mr Mviti, his name was Pindile. We were together, we were
tortured by another Boer called Taylor for three days and then after that we
were released. We were tortured by electrical shocks. Then after that I was
arrested again here in the Transkei.

MR SANDI: And Mr Nelani was it now at the time of your torture by electric
shocks by Mr Taylor, do you have any other names that you can still remember who
were together with Mr Taylor?
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MR NELANI: Yes, I know some. There is another policeman, another white
policeman, his name was Erasmus. There was another one called van Millier,
another one was Strydom. Those were the ones who tortured us. Then after that we
were arrested in 1976 here in the Transkei. Yes, I was arrested, but it was
before the independence.

MR SANDI: When did you come back from Gauteng now that you have been arrested in
1976?

MR NELANI: I was only visiting for a while here because this is my home.
Transkei is my home and that is when I got arrested.

MR SANDI: At the time of your arrest was it at the time of the independence?

MR NELANI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Was there any resistance against this independence at the time?

MR NELANI: All those who were against the independence were arrested. All those
people who were against the Transkeian independence were arrested.

MR SANDI: Did you know why were people against the independence of the Transkei?

MR NELANI: The reasons of their resistance was that they knew that they will
never have any other rights as human beings.

MR SANDI: Me Nelani, if I remember well, this 1976 we are talking about, now the
time that you were arrested here in the Transkei only because you were against
... Now, what I want to know is at the time while you were inside, in the cells,
when you were being interrogated, were there any questions that you were asked
from those who use to interrogate you regarding the unrest, this national
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uprising that use to be in South Africa in 1976.

MR NELANI: No, I was never questioned about that unrest.

MR SANDI: Then on the 24th of September 1977 were you arrested again, is it not?

MR NELANI: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: You were detained for six months. Why were you arrested? Under which
Law?

MR NELANI: I was arrested under Act number 47.

MR SANDI: Was this the Act that says if you are arrested you can never even go
to Court, you will be detained for those six months without even knowing why you
were in jail?

MR NELANI: That is correct, that is exactly correct Commissioner.

MR NELANI: Now again, on that 24 of September 1977 which you were arrested on,
Mr Steve Biko was he already dead in the cells?

MR NELANI: That is correct. Such that I was together with Reverend Tintilie in
the cells. He was one of the people who was arranging for Mr Biko's funeral.

MR SANDI: Were you being asked about Bangilizwe Joyi?

MR NELANI: That is right.

MR SANDI: What did they ask you about him?

MR NELANI: They wanted to find out what were Chief Bangilizwe's aims in politics
because he was a Chief, a traditional Chief.

MR SANDI: So did you get out of prison in March 1978? Were there any other
restrictions that you were under?

MR NELANI: No, there were no restrictions.

MR SANDI: And then in 1979 when you were arrested again for having unlawful
pamphlets and illegal documents with you. What were these documents about?
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MR NELANI: These pamphlets were talking about the arrest of King Sabata. They
were also about the way people were treated in prisons here in the Transkei, all
those political prisoners. These pamphlets also were talking about the fact that
political prisoners were not allowed to make any appeals because the Judges at
that time did not allow anyone to appeal especially political prisoners.
Especially, here is another example. The Commissioner here, Mr Dumisa Ntsebeza,
was one of those people who were denied the right to appeal such that there was
a petition. That is the only time that they allowed the appeal, but even this
whole period that he was in jail, his cries were not listened to.

MR SANDI: Who issued all these pamphlets? Was there an organisation or maybe a



group of people, perhaps, that you were part of? A group that was responsible
for the pressing of these pamphlets.

MR NELANI: The ANC was responsible for the distribution of these pamphlets, but
all that was done underground.

MR SANDI: You said you were arrested for the possession of illegal pamphlets.
You were in a car at that time. What happened to this car?

MR NELANI: I started at Tongwo from there I went to Nqamakwe. Then from there I
went to Butterworth. I use to distribute those pamphlets at night. Then when I
was in the Idutywa district I came across a security car, but when I passed it I
thought if they could catch me now they would catch me red-handed. We were two
in this car. This other mans name was Thembile Maginga. We came to Umtata. We
went down Alexandra Road then we went to the township. We had left the pamphlets
already in town, but it is when we got into the township when we were trying to
get into Kwezi
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township when we met the police. We saw two policemen just near us.

MR SANDI: I would like to interrupt you now. Let us go back to the cells. As you
know that if a person has been arrested, what happened to you while you were in
the cells and who did that to you?

MR NELANI: After being arrested, after being told that I must leave my car where
we were arrested we were taken to the charge office. We were welcomed by a lot
of assault by the policemen in the charge office. They assaulted us so much. One
of those people was Lavisa, another policeman from the Security Forces. Another
one was Dingana, another one was Molife, Sergeant Msuko, Neba was an onlooker
though he did not do anything, but he was there watching.

MR SANDI: Who are Lavisa and Neba?

MR NELANI: Neba is Martin Neba. He was the Head of the police at the time.

MR SANDI: And who is Lavisa?

MR NELANI: Lavisa was in the Security Department. His name was Zulisa.

MR SANDI: What is he doing now?

MR NELANI: Today Zulisa is a Deputy Commissioner. He is the second in command in
the higher ranks in the police department in the South African Police Service.

MR SANDI: How do you feel about this?

MR NELANI: Commissioner, there is a problem here because the Government does not
come to us and find out who the Government should put in their high ranks. The
Government was supposed to do a referendum. People like that were not supposed
to be put in high ranks because they were murderers. Murderers were not supposed
to be put up in such UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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high ranks. If those people are still kept in those high ranks this South Africa



will never be well again.

MR SANDI: Again, Mr Nelani, you said three white policemen arrived from East
London.

MR NELANI: On the third day when I was still in the cell, now I had already been
separated from my friend Maginga. Three white policemen arrived, then I was
handed over to them who took me and opened the boot. I was still hand-cuffed. I
had leg irons as well. They just lifted me up then they threw me into the boot
and they shut the boot. The car was gone.

MR SANDI: Now who was lifting you up?

MR NELANI: It is these three white men. There was another young security
policeman from Transkei who was called Nongogo. He was there when I was being
picked up and put into the boot of the car.

MR SANDI: This Mr Maginga you have just mentioned, is it the same one who had a
private security company?

MR NELANI: Yes, that is exactly him. His name is Lucky Maginga.

MR SANDI: Okay, let us pass on. While you were in Cambridge what happened there?

MR NELANI: While I was still in the boot I only saw that now I was in Cambridge
when they opened the boot. Then I was put inside.

MR SANDI: Is this Cambridge Police Station the one in East London.

MR NELANI: That is correct.

MR SANDI: According to my knowledge at the time, is that not at the time the
then Government in Pretoria and those in authority here in the Transkei said
Transkei has its own
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independence?

MR NELANI: Yes, that was the time that the Transkei was still under the
impression that it had an independence. Commissioner there is one more thing
that I would like to emphasise on. I was beaten up very much by these men. Men
like Lavisa, Dingana, Molife and Nongogo. They really assaulted me while I was
in Norwood.

MR SANDI: Were you again arrested in 1980 for treason and at the time when you
were arrested for treason, in which prison were you and what happened to you
while you were in prison?

MR NELANI: I was sentenced while I was in Wellington and the kind of treatment
that I received there was very severe. Such that one of us, King Peter, we had
big problems regarding King Peter because as we usually receive letters from our
relatives, they usually go via the Security Police who had arrested us. They
were the ones who use to read them and censor them before we could read them.

MR SANDI: Is King Peter the same one who was mentioned by one of the witnesses
here yesterday?

MR NELANI: Yes Commissioner, it is the same King Peter.



MR SANDI: Mr Nelani, has your explanation of your ill torture ending up there
before I hand over to the Commissioner?

MR NELANI: Yes, that is the end of it because I was now sentenced and I stayed
in prison for five years and again when I got there I was taken by the Security
Police who took me back to the Bordersdal Building where I had to give reasons
why did I start to involve myself with the struggle and which organisation am I
working for and who am I working with. Those are the kinds of questions that I
was asked by
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the Security Police. My answer was people I have already served my sentence. I
was never told that now that I have been released from prison I am going to be
asked more questions. I have been sentenced already by the Judge and I served my
sentence and I am not prepared to answer anymore questions. I do not want to
answer questions that are going to send me back to jail. If I had known at the
time I could have asked lawyers to please advise me.

MR SANDI: Now before I can interrupt you Mr Nelani, now by coming to the
Commission, Mr Nelani, you have what kind of wishes?

MR NELANI: I would like the Commission to please make means so that though all
those people cannot come forward so that they can account for all those things
that they did and again I would like to advise our Government. All those people
who use to violate our human rights must resign.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nelani. Thank you Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir. Order please. Can we have order please. Are there
any questions?

DR MGOJO: There is just one question.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: Mr Nelani, I can see that you are, you have undergone quite severe ill
treatment in your life. The men that you are talking about, have you seen them
again after your release? What do you talk about, when you see them how do you
feel and what do they say to you?

MR NELANI: When I see them I do greet them especially this Martin Neba. He was
being beaten up by one man here in the streets of Umtata, but I try to defend
for him, I defended him. I did defend him. The other one that I have not seen is
this Lavisa.
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DR MGOJO: In your view, after you have been ill-treated by these men and again
you can still defend him. What do you think that they may help, do you think
that makes you feel?

MR NELANI: I was not fighting against them personally, I was fighting against
the system. They were just tools being used by the system.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir. Thank you for the statement that you have brought
forward to us. We also want to thank you to know that these pamphlets that we
use to pick up here to know where they come from because we use to just see the
pamphlets and we did not know who was responsible for them. We realise that from
your village, it looks like your village has more heros. We are grateful to have
men like you. We also hope that the things that you have put forward to the TRC,
we are going to look at them quite closely especially those that we have powers
that we can take them to the Government. We hope that the Government will also
take a closer look at them.

Now before you can step down I would like to announce that the people that I
think that are the most important in this hall, the witnesses who came forward
to the Commission coming from the rural areas just around Umtata and around
Transkei as a whole, the time now for them has come for them to go back to relax
in their own homes. We are going to continue with the hearings, but I would like
to show respect to them. We must all stand when they go out. We ask the Lord to
please go with them, accompany them, protect them on the road until they get
into their homes safe and well. To show respect to them when they leave can we
all please stand. Thank you. Can you can all sit now.

------------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
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DATE: 20.06.1996 NAME: BETHUEL T NKUNKUMA

BUYISWA PATIENCE BHOTO

CASE: EC0250/96 - UMTATA

ECO238/96

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson, I call upon Bethuel Nkunkuma and Buyiswa Bhoto. Thank you before I let
you pledge the oath I would like to say the Commission welcomes you. I know that many times in small areas like this
that you come from things that were done by the police were never taken into consideration because there were no
newspapers and the people use to suffer due to that. We are grateful that you could come here to give details about what
happened to you and you are going to tell us what the Government did to you and you tried to maintain your dignity.
Could you please stand up so that you can take an oath.

BETHUEL TOBILANE NKUNKUMA: (Duly sworn in, states).

BUYISWA PATIENCE BHOTO: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like Dr Mgojo to guide the witnesses. DR MGOJO: Buyiswa and Bethuel because there
are some words that you will not understand, I am a Zulu speaking person, if you do not understand what I say, please
you must say so. You were born in the same area. Is that not so.

WITNESS: Yes, it is so.

DR MGOJO: Where were you born.

WITNESS: We were born at Maclear.
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DR MGOJO: In what location or village?

WITNESS: It was Somabele township, that is where we were born.

DR MGOJO: Could you please give us the details about what you have come here for? Could you please just briefly
state why you are here? Who is the person who is going to give information.



MS BHOTO: I am the person who is going to do that. In February 1990, it was on the sixth. It was the beginning of the
stay-away which was organised by the COSATU. It was supposed to last for three days. There was a meeting thereafter.
It was held at Gabe. It was outside the hall because it was a house full. The police came and they tried to disorganise us.
Although they did not come closer to the people. They announced through the haler and stated that after a certain period
you should disperse. After that they threw teargas at us.

DR MGOJO: Before you can go further, who organised the stay-away?

MS BHOTO: It was the National Office of COSATU.

DR MGOJO: Do you remember why was the stay-away organised? Why did they say there should be a stay-away?
Could you remember what was the reason for the stay-away?

MS BHOTO: No, I cannot remember.

DR MGOJO: Can you not remember?

MS BHOTO: No, I cannot.

DR MGOJO: Okay, continue.

MS BHOTO: What happened, they threw teargas at us because the people were being suffocated by the fumes from the
canisters. They ran away. Our house is not far from the place where we were holding the meeting. Mboysila Dodo ran
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to our place.

DR MGOJO: Just a minute. What did the police say to you when they came there?

MS BHOTO: They said we are giving you a few minutes. I cannot remember the specific minutes that they announced
because they said the meeting that we were holding was illegal.

DR MGOJO: Was it in the morning or in the afternoon?

MS BHOTO: It was in the morning. It was between ten or 11 in the morning. I am not quite sure.

DR MGOJO: Continue please.

MS BHOTO: Mboysila Dodo got into our house. He stayed there for a few minutes. He heard that the gunshots had
subsided because it was not only the teargas which was thrown at us. There were also gunshots and then when he heard
that this subsided he went out. He was not far when this shooting resumed again.

DR MGOJO: Did the shots, were they directed to him?

MS BHOTO: Yes.

DR MGOJO: Can you estimate what is the distance from the place where he was and where he was coming from?

MS BHOTO: I think it was quite a distance.

DR MGOJO: Okay, you can continue. Sorry for disturbing you.



MS BHOTO: When he heard these shots again he went back to the house. Somebody opened for him and I think it was
my mother. Just as he got into the house there was a continuation of the shooting. During that period they were directly
aiming at the house, everywhere where he was supposed to have put his foot on. During that period I heard something, I
felt something which was piercing my eye. UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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I was screaming and said to my mother, they have got me. After a few, a short period some policemen kicked the door
open. Two of them got into the house, the other one had something in his hand.

DR MGOJO: Before then you stated that there were gunshots all over the place. Was there any damage which was
caused by these gunshots?

MS BHOTO: Pardon me please.

DR MGOJO: Was there any damage which took place in the house?

MS BHOTO: Yes, all the windows were shattered.

DR MGOJO: Where was your mother during this period when this was all happening and where were your brothers?

MS BHOTO: Everybody was inside. I was also inside the house.

DR MGOJO: Please continue.

MS BHOTO: Two policemen got into the house. The other one was leading a dog and they said uit, uit, meaning we
should come out. My mother said to them you can see what injury you have inflicted on my child. They said, no, she
was not inside here, she was attending that illegal gathering there. DR MGOJO: Did you understand what they meant
when they said uit, uit?

MS BHOTO: Yes, we understand that they were saying out, out. We understood that they meant that we should come
out of the house.

DR MGOJO: Did you go out?

MS BHOTO: We argued for quite a long time, but at the end we went out. It was realised that two people were injured.
Mboysila Dodo and myself were injured. He had pellet bullet wounds on the back. We were taken to the police station.
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When they realised that we were injured we were taken to the hospital.

DR MGOJO: During the time of the statement taking what did they say?

MS BHOTO: No, when we went to the police station nobody took any statements from us. We were just taken there and
that is that.

DR MGOJO: Okay, you can continue.

MS BHOTO: When they realised that we were, that our condition was deteriorating they took us to Umtata and the



hospital. Then I was taken to upstairs and he was on the ground floor.

DR MGOJO: Is that the General Hospital in Umtata?

MS BHOTO: Yes.

DR MGOJO: What happened?

MS BHOTO: I was admitted for about three weeks.

DR MGOJO: Did you undergo any operation?

MS BHOTO: Yes, I went twice. It was discovered that during the first time when I was taken to theatre, they said I had
internal bleeding and then I had to go for the second time to confirm this.

DR MGOJO: What did the doctors say about the bullets? Was it only one bullet which injured you?

MS BHOTO: Yes, only one bullet did injure my eye.

DR MGOJO: Can we please hear from you.

MR NKUNKUMA: There was a stay-away at Maclear and then the police came in. This was SADF. Then they said we
should be here for only five minutes and then after five minutes if you do not disperse we will be shot. We continued
singing. I was on my way to the shop at Mr Mazwai Guma, the gunshots started. I started running and went to the
nearest house. UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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There was a police who was chasing me. He shot me. I fell

at the, in front of Musaka's house.

DR MGOJO: Where were you shot?

MR NKUNKUMA: I was shot at the back. The whole back was shot.

DR MGOJO: Did you fall?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes. When I fell on the ground in front of Musaka's place I lay there. There was a policeman who
came who kicked me on the temple. That is why I have a scar here. I felt that I should pretend to be asleep. I slept for
quite a long time. Mr Musaka came out.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please.

MR NKUNKUMA: Mr Musaka came out when he saw that there was no shooting which was taking place anymore. He
took me to hospital at Maclear. When I got there they realised that this was beyond their capability and then they rushed
me to Umtata General Hospital. When I got there I was admitted. I think it was late in the afternoon. Then I was
operated upon. Tubes were inserted on my body and they were trying to drain the blood from inside because they said I
had internal bleeding also.

The following week I was discharged from this hospital and then I was ordered to go back to Dumakle Hospital. I was
admitted for a month at Maclear. When the nurses asked why are they not removing these they said they are very close
to the bones and then I could be severely affected by the operations. I was admitted for a month then.



DR MGOJO: Did you make any statement to the police?

MR NKUNKUMA: The police came when I was discharged from the Maclear Hospital. When I reached my place the
police came and they fetched me. I was arrested. I went willingly with UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE
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them to the police station. When I got there they asked me who I was? I gave them my particulars and then they took
photos of myself. They did not take any statement. That is all that they did to me.

DR MGOJO: You were shot several times. How do you feel now?

MR NKUNKUMA: I am still walking around with a lot of pellet bullets. They were never removed from my body.

DR MGOJO: Are they still here on your body?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes, they are still on my body. I never underwent any surgery.

DR MGOJO: What are you doing now?

MR NKUNKUMA: I a not working.

DR MGOJO: Were you working?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes, I once worked.

DR MGOJO: Are you working lady?

MS BHOTO: I am at the Advice Centre.

DR MGOJO: Pardon me.

MS BHOTO: I am at the Advice Centre.

DR MGOJO: What would you like the Commission to do? What are your wishes? Let me put it that we, what would
you wish the Commission should do for you? You have written something here on the statement and you have
expressed your wishes. Have you forgotten what you have written.

MS BHOTO: Yes, I can state what I am wishing. Firstly, I would like the Commission to assist me.

DR MGOJO: Take your time please.

CHAIRPERSON: Excuse me Dr Mgojo, I think there is a lot of noise down there. Could you please maintain order.
Thank you.

MS BHOTO: I would request that the Commission to assist me

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

8 B P BHOTO



because I am unable to continue with some of the things that I had planned so that I can be something or somebody
prominent. I wished to have continued with my education, but I could not. I wish that I could be compensated. After I
had been shot, it is not easy for me to study further because when I decide to resume with education I experience a lot of
pain. I request that I should be compensated. Even now my left eye is also deteriorating. I see that I am going to be
blind. That is why I request assistance.

DR MGOJO: I would like to remind you again what you have written here in your statement. You have expressed
yourself very well here and also you showed that you were not only thinking about yourself and I would like to
commend you for that. According to this you stated that you would like to see job creation projects being established in
Maclear as a community reparation for the people of Maclear. Did it come out from you?

MS BHOTO: Yes. I know that most of the people at Maclear are unemployed. So that is what I have wished that the
people and the community of the location in Maclear should be assisted as I have already stated there.

DR MGOJO: The other thing that you stated is that you would like to identify the perpetrators. Are you the person who
stated that?

MS BHOTO: Yes, it is so.

DR MGOJO: Mr Bethuel, what is your wish?

MR NKUNKUMA: I was thinking that if the Commission can be able to assist me in arranging that some medical
expenses be paid for me so that I can be well again, I will be very glad.

DR MGOJO: In other words you would like the Commission to

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

9 B T NKUNKUMA

get specialists so that they can remove these pellet bullets.

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes, that is my wish.

DR MGOJO: What is the other thing that you would like to be assisted with? Must I remind you?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes, I would like you to remind me.

DR MGOJO: Alright, I am going to remind you. In your statement you stated that you would like to be compensated
with an amount of R8 000,00 in respect of the loss of your job. Is that true?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes, it is true.

DR MGOJO: And also you said you would like to identify the perpetrators. Is that true?

MR NKUNKUMA: Yes.

DR MGOJO: Again, Buyiswa, I would like to mention also that you have written something here in the statement. You
have said you would like to be compensated with an amount of

R100 000,00 to cover medical expenses. Does that come from you?

MS BHOTO: Yes it is so.



DR MGOJO: Thank you. I hand over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please, order please people. Are there any questions? Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Buyiswa, in your statement you mentioned that you have a prothesis to replace your eye. Is it the right or
the left eye.

MS BHOTO: It is the left eye.

MR SANDI: Again in your statement you mentioned the fact that this prothesis you got it out of your own expenses. Is
that so?

MS BHOTO: Yes, it is so.
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MR SANDI: How much did you pay for the prothesis?

MS BHOTO: I think it was about R1 000,00 and some odds. I cannot quite remember well.

MR SANDI: Again in your statement you mention the fact that you are unable to continue with education because you
get a lot of headaches the minute you start with your studies.

MS BHOTO: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: You further mention that you went to the specialists or experts who stated that the reason for the severe
headache is that it is the pressure on the veins in your head.

MS BHOTO: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: Who is the specialist that you attended?

MS BHOTO: I do not have his name.

MR SANDI: Are those the specialists in East London or are they in Maclear?

MS BHOTO: No, they are in Johannesburg.

MR SANDI: Is it the same specialist who stated that the medical expenses would be R100 000,00? Is it the same doctor
who said so to you?

MS BHOTO: No, he did not mention the expenses or any estimates about the medical expenses.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson, my honourable Reverend. Buyiswa and Tobilane, the issue of
the people who carry pellet bullets on their bodies is a very usual story. Each hearing that we attend you would discover
that most of the people mention that they still carry pellet bullets on their bodies. Others are on their faces, where the
others they are visible, there are lumps
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all over the body. What I cannot understand is why were you transferred from Maclear to Umtata Hospital.

MS BHOTO: There is no theatre at Maclear so I presume that is why we were transferred to the nearest hospital in
Umtata.

MS GOBODO: How many hospitals are there in Maclear?

MS BHOTO: I would like you to repeat your question please.

MS GOBODO: My question is that I want to establish why were you not able to be attended to in the same hospital. Is it
because it was a white, is it because it was the hospital which usually accommodated the white patients?

MS BHOTO: No, it is because there was not enough equipment to assist the people.

MS GOBODO: Is it not because it was for the whites only?

MS BHOTO: No, it is not.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank you very much. Thank you both of you. We know that Maclear is known to
some of us. It is a small town and we know how oppressive it has always been to our people who are there at Maclear.
We are very glad and grateful to learn that some of you have also made sacrifices and your contribution is recognisable
and acknowledged by everybody. We promise that we will try to consider your wishes, but I would like also to mention
the fact that as you want to be compensated we would like to explain the fact that the Truth Commission is unable to
compensate anybody. The only task and the duty of the Commission is just to collect data so that it can present its report
to the State President. It is then the State President who is going to make a decision. What type of reparation has to be
given to the people, it will depend on
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the amount which is available in the present fund. If it so happens that some of the wishes cannot be met as the people
want to, you should realise that it is not the Commission that has turned you down. Thank you.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 20.06.1996 NAME: NOKHWEZI NOCWAKA NOAH

CASE: EC0301/96 - UMTATA

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: ... and also ask to the Commission what would you like the Commission to do. I am now going
to ask you to please take the oath. Please stand.

NOKHWEZI NOCWAKA NOAH: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. Noah, could you please briefly tell us about your home, about your husband so that
we can be able to know you as a Commission and everyone else who is listening to you so that they can know who you
are.

MRS NOAH: Thank you Commissioner. My name is Nocwaka Cynthia. My maiden name is, I was called, I am from
the Manlova clan name. I was born at Qoqoleni. On the fifth of July 1977 I heard that some clerks have been arrested.
They were in the Magistrate Court in Umtata for embezzlement of funds. Then I sent my husband Patrick Kola to please
go to the Magistrate so that to find out if his brother is not only also one of the clerks. After 30 minutes he has been
gone two police vans arrived at my home. Each van had four policemen. The second one had four policemen and my
cousin. They said they wanted to search my home about the lost money that has been, that belonged to the Magistrate.
So I asked who has been arrested for this theft. So they said it is Mahle. So I said, okay, where is Mahle. They did not
give me the answer. Two of these men stood outside and then two of them were inside. They said we must open up all
the
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doors of the bedrooms. We even opened the bedrooms for them to search, but they did not take anything. Later they
then left.

A distance of about a kilometre from my home they met another man. This man was in a private car and then they
swopped. Then those who were in the van went into the car and those who were in the car came into the van. Then it
came back to Qoqoleni and the vans went to Umtata. They went to my uncle who use to teach at the primary school at
Qoqoleni. They told him that they are telling him about Mahle's death who has drowned himself in a river while trying
to hide money. They went also again to my uncle. They also told him about Mahle's death. Then when my uncle asked
are you not one of those who was here to come and search and now you are still the same man who is here again to tell
us about Mahle's death, but he did not answer that. So they left again back to Umtata.

Now what made us to wonder as a family was that how can Mahle drown in the river while trying to retrieve the money.
We were told that now he has been seen next to the river. He was floating on the river on the same spot that he has
drowned. This was happening now in the morning. Secondly, when the family saw his feet as a person who use to wear



shoes. There was no evidence that he has been running away, running on barefoot. He still had his soft feet. Now this
made the family to wonder and the family asked for a doctor. The doctor was Mtimkhulo. The family looked for a
doctor Dippenaar to be the family doctor to find out more. Dr Mtimkhulo was asked for the report, but he kept on
saying, no, he was not ready.

On the 16th of July Dr Mtimkhulo gave the report. Now
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this report said that Mahle was drowned and something else that I cannot remember. From there we went again to Dr
Dippenaar who was the family doctor. Then Dr Dippenaar asked for a report from Dr Mtimkhulo. Then, as a family, we
gave it to him. According to this report it was said that he was, Dr Mtimkhulo did not bring this report for five minutes.
He refused. I cannot remember all those details that were in the report. Then later we buried Mahle, but we were not
satisfied at all by all this. So we thought that our friends like Themba Sangoni were going to help us out and investigate
more. So Themba Sangoni tried more to investigate. At that time ...

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sorry, is Themba Sangoni a lawyer?

MRS NOAH: Yes, he was. At that time Kaiser Dalunga Matanzima was the leader of the country. It was very difficult
for the case to be investigated. He use to say, no, do not go on investigating about this because it is going to disgrace the
State, but later he was allowed to investigate and he was assisted by Mr Dengano. Now, on the last week of June 1978
we heard that we were being called by General Martin Nbe. Myself and my mother-in-law and a brother to my father-in-
law. When we got to the General he said to us, they as a Government, now they also suspect that there is something
fishy about this, about the death of my husband. So they said they are going to exhume and husband and be re-
examined. Indeed that happened. Now after all the examination some policemen on the sixth of July 1978 were arrested.

MEMBER OF PANEL: How were these policemen accused?

MRS NOAH: These are the policemen who said to us that my husband had gone to a river to go and retrieve the money.
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MEMBER OF PANEL: What was the post mortem showing?

MRS NOAH: Like I said six policemen were arrested. One it was Damunie Nona, Kwaka, Voke, Damoyie and I cannot
remember the other one. I have forgotten him. That is the end of my story.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Was there a court case?

MRS NOAH: Yes there was.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Was there anybody sentenced?

MRS NOAH: Yes, they were sentenced though I cannot remember the sentence, but it was strange, even though they
were sentenced, but they still worked for the State very soon after they had been sentenced.

MEMBER OF PANEL: How would you like the Commission to help you out Madlovu?



MRS NOAH: Firstly, I would like the Commission to please investigate for me about the reports from Dr Mtimkhulo
and the second doctor if that was the truth and how did they escape from being arrested. Those policemen, if they were
found guilty what was their sentence and how again could they work for the State if they were found guilty. Thirdly, I
would like to Commission to please see if there were any claims made by the lawyer, what happened to those claims?
Fourthly, I would like the Commission to please help me out with my children. None of my children are working. The
first one is in Technikon, the other two are doing standard ten. The other one who, I do not know, I do not have any
means to educate them.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Was there any pension that you received at the death of your husband?

MRS NOAH: He started working in 1966.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you get any pensions?
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MRS NOAH: No. I only got a cheque of R1 100,00. I do not know whether it was a leave cheque. The pension that he
use to pay started from R67,00 then R87,00 then R100,00 and now it is now R100,00, R500,00.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. I hand over to Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions?

ADV NTSEBEZA: Just a small question.

CHAIRPERSON: Dumisa Ntsebeza.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Nocwaka, there is something I want to ask you. At the time of your husband's death do you have
any knowledge about his involvements in the political organisations?

MRS NOAH: No, I do not have any knowledge of his involvement.

ADV NTSEBEZA: So, was he not arrested because he was suspected to be involve in political organisations?

MRS NOAH: No, I do not think he was arrested because of those.

ADV NTSEBEZA: I see. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Noah just to make sure again on the question that Mr Ntsebeza has asked you. Perhaps I will look
like I am already repeating the same question, but in another manner. I am going to try and do it like this. Before your
husband was arrested by the police, on the day of his arrest, did he ever have any conflict with the authorities, especially
the police for political reasons because of his views in political matters?

MRS NOAH: No, I cannot remember. I do not think this is so.

ADV SANDI: Where were these policemen from, in which
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department were they from? Some usually wear uniforms, some are usually in the criminal investigations, some are
coming from the Security Department. The ones who arrested him do you know in which department they came from?

MRS NOAH: These ones were investigators.

ADV SANDI: Were they CID's?

MRS NOAH: Yes, they were called CID's.

ADV SANDI: Did you have any lawyer who was defending you at that time?

MRS NOAH: Yes, it was Themba Sangoni.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: My sister, I have seen something in your statement. You said Dr Mtimkhulo found that your husband
drowned in the river and yet the post mortem says he died of pneumonia. Did you get any death certificates for both
these reports? Did you get a certificate for the fact that he was drowned and another one stating that he died of
pneumonia?

MRS NOAH: No, I do not know anything about this. The person who use to look for these certificates was his brother.
It was my brother-in-law who use to look at these statements because at the time I was pregnant so I could not walk
around too much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Noah, we accept the statement that you have put forward to the Commission and we thank you
for it. As we have said to your predecessors, we are going to investigate and find out more about the things that Dr
Mgojo is talking about and more clarity from the lawyer who was defending your case. If there is anything that we want
from you again, we will contact you. Thank you very much.

------------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON : Mr Mhlupheki Ntshinga would you please go next to Mr Bishop Tiya. Before I pledge the oath, I
would like to express that I have known you for quite a long time. I would like you to take an oath, both of you. Firstly,
I would like to say that I have known you for quite a long time as I have already said, I have also known you for the
businesses as you are a taxi owner. You've been involved for quite a long time with the Taxi Association. Your son
whom you have brought up has paid the biggest price when our country was under stress. I am quite certain that
although it was very painful for you, and when all this took place, I am quite sure that when you see that we are all
liberated presently, you will feel proud about your child who was also part of the struggle, because we know everybody
was going to forward and looking forward to this liberation. Your son paid the price and I am sure everybody is part of
the people who are being thanked for what has happened. It is a day for which you can celebrate and we hope that for
coming here and giving evidence it would be very satisfying for you and you would be consoled for what has happened
to you. Mr Ntshinga is also known to me as he is now sitting next to you, he is in a red suit. I also knew him for quite a
long time. He always helped and assisted the young and the youth to cross the borders. He was also a herbalist and he
used to say the children whom he helped where - his initiates. You'd go across with them and then you would come back
alone, with a different lot of children and all this he was doing to be smart for the Boers, so that they do not understand
what was happening, because he would pretend as if he was going along with the others and he would pretend as if he
was going to get some medicine herbs and would come back with another load. Having taken another group of the
recruits across the river. When I was still at Norwood, they used to ask me when I have known you, I always told them
that we have been one of the staunch members of the Organisation and you played a very big role in the struggle. We
know you were one of the best during that period. I'd like all of you to take an oath at the same time so that we can be
able to get you going without having to take you one by one. Please stand up.

MHLUPHEKI ELIAS NTSHINGA: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi to lead the witnesses.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I just want to make sure that on the Tiya family side, we would like to know
who is giving evidence - is it the mother or father who is going to give evidence, because during our lunch Mrs Tiya
stated that although it is Bishop Tiya who has given the statement he preferred that she will take over and give evidence
because she is trying to protect her husband who is ill, is that so Mrs Tiya.

MRS TIYA: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: Could you please take an oath. Please stand up.

MRS TIYA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Ntshinga did you say you would be the first to speak?

MR NTSHINGA: I'm not going to say much because Aga was attending school here, you could see he was deeply



involved in politics, he came and stated and told me that he would be leaving - he will skip the country and this was
very difficult for me to go and report to the parents because he said he was going to fight for the country. I was a close
friend to the family, but at the end I had to give him the information of how he can go and ship. I'm not quite sure how
he did ship, it was quite a long time when he left, when I approached the family and gave them this information but I
stated that I didn't know his whereabouts, but the father went out, he went to Lesotho, but you could not ...(indistinct)
that the ANC members will never tell and give information of the person's whereabouts, this happened also with the
Tiya family. After a long time, I was also not aware of what was happening now - we saw him coming at about nine in
the evening. I cannot state how, which route he did follow, but I know that he came through the Ngobo route, he took a
car from there and he came to my place. I hid the child from the father, I didn't even tell the father that I am keeping his
son, I kept him for five years because I knew that this would affect the family, especially the mother because he could
have bore a grudge against me. We stayed for quite a long time. At a certain period we realised that he was
communicating telephonically with the other Comrades and in Zimbabwe there was another group of Comrades and he
stated that he would like to get some money. He was given orders that he could go to Swaziland so that he can get some
money from the other Comrades. When he went there he struggled to get the ANC members, but he couldn't get any of
them. Everybody was hiding from the police so it was difficult to get them. Most of the time the police would go after
you and harass the family to find out where the child or anybody who has gone to but at the end the Aga who was
staying with me at the time gave us the information of how he crossed the borders. There was a day when we just found
everybody was on edge because the police was surrounding the area at my place. We were told and given orders to lie
on our stomachs, we were so shocked and we were in fear because they happened to know that I was hibernating one of
the youth who was involved in the struggle. There were Boers amongst the police and then they arrested the child.

MR SANDI: Mr Ntshinga were you also arrested?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I was also arrested.

MR SANDI: Can you please explain what happened inside the cells?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I could state what happened to me. I was arrested the same day when Aga was arrested. We
found Dangani and Myeki who said I had been a liar for quite a long time so they took me to the - Ngqeleni Police
station I was then assaulted by the police, the used rifle butts to assault me and this ear on my right is not working. I was
severely beaten up, they kicked me, they would take their rifle and put it through my anus, and they would say they
would blow my head because I was a liar. Aga was also assaulted severally and they used to screw his testes and take
his genitals and squash them. They alternated amongst themselves and would beat him severely until he lost
consciousness. The police was leading all these brutalities was Mr Mtabeni.

MR SANDI: Is he still alive?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, he is in Butterworth. He is the one who is a Station Commander in Butterworth.

MR SANDI: Where you detained in December?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Were you arrested because it was said you were keeping Aga?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I stayed over a month in the cells.

MR SANDI: What happened?

MR NTSHINGA: When I stayed there for quite a long time, until they were satisfied that I had given all the evidence
that they wanted.

MR SANDI: What happened, how were you released?

MR NTSHINGA: Mr Tsebesa is the one who was campaigning that I should be released.



MR SANDI: Do you mean Mr Tsebesa was he your lawyer?

MR NTSHINGA: No, he wasn't. I would just hear him broadcasting over the radio, all over and stating that I should be
released.

MR SANDI: Do you mean this Mr Tsebesa was here in the morning?

MR NTSHINGA: No, I think he is the one who was - who is a lawyer, I'm not quite sure whether he is the same one -
the one that was here in the morning.

MR SANDI: Is it the one who was here this morning?

MR NTSHINGA: No, I didn't see him.

MR SANDI: OK. Let's go on and proceed with your evidence Mr Ntshinga. What else did happen to you when you
were arrested and detained?

MR NTSHINGA: I can mention one of the most painful things. They used to threaten me and state that they have
already killed Aga and they were going to do the same with me. The person who used to say and always threaten me
was this police who is now a Commander, a Commission Commander in Ngqeleni. He used to say they don't know why
I am still alive, so they were going to kill me also.

MR SANDI: Did you believe it when they said they had killed Aga?

MR NTSHINGA: I didn't care, because I knew why he died. I didn't believe it but at the same time I couldn't turn my
back and say I didn't know anything about it.

MR SANDI: How did you know that Aga has died?

MR NTSHINGA: There was another one with a beard, I have forgotten his name. Another policeman who is Ngogo was
conversing with the others and he said, there were boys who will go along with Aga and they have killed one of them.
So they were all laughing and were very happy, they were rejoicing and celebrating for what they have done. So they
said I am the next because I was a big liar.

MR SANDI: Where you in the cells during that time?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I was.

MR SANDI: Where you there when Aga was buried, during his funeral?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I was already released so I was able to attend the funeral.

MR SANDI: What took place there?

MR NTSHINGA: I didn't see much what took place, but what I can state is that there were bullets which were shot at
the victim, the bullet seemed to have gone through the back of the head right through the forehead. What I know is that
he was severely beaten. I also know that they tried to cut his ear and during the time when he was released, they would
ask me when he had already died, they would ask me where was he. I couldn't identify where he was. I was under police
guard all the time. The police who came very early in the morning was together with Mathafeni and I believed them.

MR SANDI: Did you see when you were arrested because you had been keeping Aga? You were an ANC member since
1963.

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: Did you help with the others who wanted to cross the borders?



MR NTSHINGA: Yes, I used to help them very much. They would always ask me about all those who had disappeared.
Kangulela was one of them and they would say I was a liar, I know where he is because they believed I was recruiting
the youth.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you can say to us?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes.

MR SANDI: When I look at the statement that is presented here, you state what has happened to you and what has
happened to Aga?

MR NTSHINGA: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: What would you like the Commission to do?

MR NTSHINGA: I don't need much except that the Commission should pay me. ....(tape ends)

-------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like to state that you are one of the parents amongst many.
We know that each detail given here is unique on its own. Yours is the same,
because your sons were trying to liberate this country.

Unfortunately they were ill-treated. Some of yours disappeared, others got
injured in the process. The pain that you have been bearing for all these years,
especially about the disappearance of your son, needs investigations, because it
is more concerning and more hurting not to know where the person or the loved
one is.

This Commission is committing itself that it will try to share this pain with
you and then make attempts to support you so that you can be relieved of your
pains, so that you can have somebody to bear the burden with you. Is the person
with you also going to give evidence? Please stand up both of you.

LANDI NXIWENI: (Duly sworn, states).

MR NXIWENI: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: What is your name?

MR NXIWENI: I am Landi Nxiweni.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

MR NXIWENI: Thank you, Chairperson.
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MS MKHIZE: Mrs Nxiweni, I would ask you to tell the Commission a little bit
about your family, which special forecasts on your son Phumezo Nxiweni.

MR NXIWENI: Let me first thank the Commission for this opportunity. Phumezo is
my son, he was the fourth born. We were blessed with my wife Dulcie, who
originates from Nxobo. He was brought at Umzantaka in Xala. He attended school
in primary and secondary school at the same place and then he came to St Johns
High School. He then became a student in Fort Hare. He also went to Wentworth
University in Durban in Natal.

I was just realising that this child was just an ordinary child, but I was not



aware that he was politically involved. I started to notice that Phumezo was
politically involved. In 1985 on the 11th of October, it was during the funeral
of Matongondondo at Xala. During that funeral I learnt that he was detained in
Xala and he pretended to be ill and then he was taken to hospital. That is where
we were able to visit him and see him.

When we went to the police station, trying to look for him, I was chased away by
the police. Especially there was a policeman by the name of Magenenini in Xala.
He said to me this child has taken after you and then you must just go away.

We looked for him, we even came here at Xaga in the police station. I think it
was four weeks when we saw him arriving and he stated that they were assisted by
the students at Wentworth and the attorneys and that is how they were released.

MS MKHIZE: You said that you saw him growing up as a child. Were there any
qualities that you saw in him which maybe you UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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would like to tell us about? Any of his behaviour that showed him to be a person
or who was special in one way or another?

MR NXIWENI: No, I didn't notice anything. He was a very quiet man, he was always
quiet. I taught him but you couldn't know him well. That is why I was a bit
surprised when I learnt that he has been detained. I never thought that he was
in the struggle.

MS MKHIZE: (Speaker's mike not on) ... to what he shared with you on his
release? You said you became aware of his political involvement in 1985. When he
came out you said he said he was assisted by lawyers and students from Natal.
Did he at that time say maybe he was a member of a political organisation, or if
you can just tell us anything that he spoke about on his release.

MR NXIWENI: The person who knows him well is his elder brother. I think he will
be able to give more details about his involvement. I am not quite well versed
with what he used to do.

MR NXIWENI: During the period and on the day of the funeral of Matangondondo
there were members of the UDF, the United Democratic Front. During - that is why
they were part of the funeral attendance. They were all dressed up and they had
a UDF uniform. That is why they were easily identified by the police.

MS MKHIZE: After his 1985 arrest did he share with you as to what had happened?

END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE A - DAY 2

MR NXIWENI: We released that he was detained here at Norwood, it was the police
station which is next to the Works & Energy Department. He claimed that they
were
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tortured severely and were asked about the activities which were taking place in
Durban and Natal and also in Lamontville. The policemen tried to interrogate
them as much as possible about those incidents.

MS MKHIZE: It is important for the Commission to get as clear as possible as to
what exactly was done when they were torturing them.

MR NXIWENI: The highlights were the beatings and the strangulations and
suffocation with the tubes. Then also they were deprived of food. When I learnt



about their detention at Norwood, I bought some, a few things for them so that
they can have tinned stuff, and the processed meat. We were chased away by the
police and we couldn't leave the foodstuffs. When he was released he also
mentioned that most of the time they were deprived of food.

MS MKHIZE: According to the statement here, it is like he went back to the
university, after his release in 1985, and in 1986 he was arrested again from
the university residence where he was staying. Have you any knowledge as to the
circumstances around his second arrest?

MR NXIWENI: When he was detained for the second time in Natal, I met his friend,
who used to frequent my place. It is Matiwani Flats, it was next to the
hospital. This friend was from Butterworth and he was Mr Ghaso. He gave me the
information that they were a group of twelve and they were all arrested. They
were being accused and detained under the Sabotage Act. Eleven of them and one
of them, it was Dr Ramalakana, and many others. Some of them were Indians, some
Black people and Dudi Buthelezi who was also a girl who was amongst them.

I went to Natal when I learnt about this arrest, and it UMTATA HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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was during this time when I realised that they were detained at CR Swart Police
Station. When I came to Natal, I was assisted by Dr Kukwana and Dr Nzo. They
were at King Edward at the time. They gave me information about the students
representative council and Wentworth and the UDF and the ANC, who are the -
their members have already made arrangements to get defence for them.

The only thing that I was expected to do was to meet those attorneys. The first
one was Dya Pillay and the other one was Bigashisi who was in the offices of the
late Mr Griffiths Mxenge.

MS MKHIZE: Maybe I can ask you this, Mr Nxiweni, during this arrest, were you
formally informed that your child is no longer at the university, by either the
university or the security officers?

MR NXIWENI: There was no information at all by any university.

MS MKHIZE: Maybe you can then continue telling us whether you did meet with
lawyers, what kind of information did you get around his arrest.

MR NXIWENI: I went to Dya Pillay who informed me that they were gathering most
of the members from their residence and then he was detained, and was arrested
from school. He was taken from the Allan Taylor Residence in Wentworth in
Durban.

I wanted to find out if I could go and visit him. It was very late and I
couldn't go to CR Swarts on that day. Then I promised to make some arrangements
so that I can meet the police, who are at CR Swarts. Then I was accommodated by
the Transkeians who were at the Transkei Consulate in Natal. Mr Simane was one
of them who was at Durban North.
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The second day I went to Daya Pillay's office and then he stated that he had
made arrangements so that I can be able to go and visit the CR Swarts Police
Station. I did go there. I went to the 12th floor as directed. That's where I
met the detective who refused to identify himself. He stated that Phumezo and
his group were detained by him. But he said we were not allowed to see him. I
went away from the CR Swarts and I couldn't see my brother.



I went back to Daya Pillay and with her was (indistinct). They openly stated
that it was difficult for them to pave the way for us to go there again. So they
would just try to facilitate their charges so that they can be released. Then it
could mean it would be easy for them to be taken out of the police station and
be detained in a prison. I was advised to continue contacting them frequently so
that we can know what were the developments.

I was then informed about the court date, which was supposed to be at the
Supreme Court in Smith Street. That was the first time that I made contact with
my brother. It didn't even take 15 minutes because the bail was refused. There
was an agreement that they should be released and then they should be detained
at Westville Prison which was outside Durban. I used to visit them from that
prison. I used to go with Baghasheshi to visit them in the prison.

At the time when I met the policeman at CR Swarts, the police informed me that
there is some money which was sent by the Transkeian Government from the
Department of Health, and this was the bursary which was allocated to him. We
were informed that this has been deposited in the Allied Bank account. Then he
said he wanted to buy shoes. Because he had a problem, because he wanted soft
shoes. When we were
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at the Westville, I asked him what was the problem with his feet. Then he stated
that due to the torturing that he experienced, he had experienced a problem that
he cannot walk properly except when he uses soft shoes.

They stayed in Westville Prison. Most of the time I used to contact Baghasheshi
telephonically who used to visit them in my absence, especially that he was a
friend to Dr Ramatlakane.

Even if I came late, I was able to leave what I brought for my brother with the
lawyers, so that they can give it to the prisoners.

Then the other day he phoned to state that there were two advocates who had been
arranged. The one was Adv Langa and the other one was from Britain. I cannot
remember his name. Then they were supposed to appear at Pietermaritzburg at the
Supreme Court. I attended the first hearing and then only 50 people were
supposed to attend the court hearings. They were charged with bombing several
places in Natal; Wimpy Bars at Amazintoti and the railway stations and in many
municipal offices at Lamontville.

Then I was attending frequently because I was employed here in the Transkei at
Mt Frere. Then I had to travel for these hearings. The person with whom I used
to contact when I was here in the Transkei was Daya Pillay and Baghasheshi. In
October 1987 they informed me telephonically that I should quickly go to Natal.
When I got there I was informed that three were acquitted because they were not
guilty. Phumezo was one of them and the other one was Billy who was from Umlazi
and Dudi Buthelezi was also released.

I looked for him because when I got there it was said that his friends had
already taken him with them. Those were UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the students. I felt that I should go to some of his friends who were from Xala
and some of them who were originating from the Transkei. I met (indistinct)
Sidwhele who originated from Mt Frere and informed me about my brother's
whereabouts. I went there and really I found him there. He was with a group of
students from several universities in the Natal region. Then I asked him how
does he feel about going back home. He stated that he wants to prepare some of



the school requirements and then when he is settled he will go back to Xala. I
spent a week with them and I was staying in No 9, which was his room. He was
sleeping in his friend's room who is Gazo.

MS MKHIZE: If I may assist you, I will refer again to the statement that is made
here, that he was ultimately readmitted back to the university. But in this
there is a statement to the effect that he complained that he did not want to
stay at the university over the weekends, because he was harassed. Maybe if you
can just clarify for the Commission as to what exactly was happening, around
that time.

MR NXIWENI: Before they were arrested, when they went to Front Beach some other
day to enjoy themselves, he was shot at by some Whites. The student bodies tried
to get these people and they wanted them to be arrested, but this did not
materialise.

I asked him what was his problem, why didn't he want to stay during weekends at
the university. He mentioned specifically one of the police who was a leader of
the detective squad, and he mentioned his name as Mr Taylor. I am certain that
Bagasheshi is the lawyer who knows more about this Taylor. Because this Taylor
mentioned that he
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must not think that he has survived, he is still going to get him. There are a
lot of them who had these threats and then most of the students were afraid of
Taylor and his henchmen. He informed me that the most crucial period which is
very dangerous for them is during the weekends, because they are not always in
the company of each other. So each one of them would go individually and enjoy
himself. So he stated that he preferred to be in my house here at Umtata.
Because we were at times not always at my place, during weekends, then I left my
key with him, because at times he would come along with his friends or
colleagues and then they would hire a car and visit my place. But when he came
alone to come by bus, Rama or Broadway, which usually arrives here at Umtata at
two am. So I decided to make a duplicate for him so that he can have access even
if we are not at home.

He had a group of doctors who were in Umtata, General Hospital. He used to visit
them when he came to me, even if he wanted some medication, he would go to the
hospital so that he can get some treatment.

We noticed that he was limping when he was - after his release. He was very
anxious and he used to be frightened during the night. Usually he used to not
sleep on the bed. He would sleep on the floor. When I asked him what was the
reason for his behaviour, he would state that when he wakes up at night he would
recall all the ill-treatment and tortures that he experienced in the prison.
Because there were tapes which used to be put into his room and his room would
be bugged. He would dream about all those and would have a feeling that he
should run away. So this would make him always fall from the bed. That is why he
preferred to
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sleep on the floor.

MS MKHIZE: (Speaker's mike not on) ... that after 1988 holidays he left home and
went back to the University. Can you remember his last utterances or did you
hear from him after he had left home?



MR NXIWENI: After the June holidays in 1988, I visited Phumezo and I found him a
school. He was still using another accommodation and I used to share this
accommodation with him when I visited him. He would also come back from wherever
he is and would visit me here at Umtata during weekends.

During this stage he didn't frequent the place because he used to stay. He had
to study a lot. He stated that he doesn't get much of his books when he is here
in Umtata, it is much better when he is in Natal. That's why he didn't frequent
home.

I think it was in October, the same year when his friends arrived. They came to
report that he has disappeared from Alan Taylor Residence. They stated that they
had had much confidence in him and that's why he kept the money which belonged
to all of them. That money was going to be used for a party which they were
going to hold during the weekend. They noticed his disappearance when they
didn't find him when they were making preparations for the party. That is when
they realised he was nowhere to be found. He promised to try and trace him and
then they will try to inform the authorities of the university of his
disappearnce and the wlil also request that they should assist in the search.
They had suspicions that probably the police are the police who were responsible
for his disappearance.
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I went to the lawyers to report this. They also promised to assist with the
search. Up to date he is nowhere to be found.

MS MKHIZE: I will hand over to the Chairperson who will give other Commissioners
an opportunity to ask more questions. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Yasmin Sooka?

MS SOOKA: Do you want to put on the head-phones, Sir, so that you can understand
me or are you able to ...? Okay. Could you just tell me a little bit about
Phumezo. Was he a medical student? Was he studying to be a doctor?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, he was studying to be a doctor. He was studying to be a doctor.

MS SOOKA: In what year was he when he disappeared?

MR NXIWENI: He started for two years at Fort Hare to do premed and then he went
to Wentworth for his second year.

When he disappeared from the university he was doing the third year because he
failed. So in 1988 he was doing his third year.

MS SOOKA: Do you know what happened to the other people who were not acquitted?
You said 12 people had been charged and only three of them had been released.
What happened to Dr Ramalakane and the other people?

MR NXIWENI: They were sentenced. Dr Ramalakane and the others. They were
sentenced to 12 years. When I visited one who is my younger brother, because he
was serving six years in Robben Island, I saw Dr Ramalakane amongst them. He was
also in Robben Island. Then he was going past because his sister was also paying
him a visit. Because we used to meet at the court hearings. I asked Lindile
about where are the others who were arrested with Phumezo, were they also there
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at Robben Island. Then he said all of them, the nine of them were serving
sentences in the Robben Island.

MS SOOKA: Was Phumezo also a member of the SRC at Wentworth?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, it is so.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like some clarification because you mentioned another
younger brother of yours, who was also serving a sentence in Robben Island, the
one whom you call Lindili. Is that so?

MR NXIWENI: It is so.

CHAIRPERSON: Was he also involved in the struggle?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, it is so.

CHAIRPERSON: In other words, it was Lindile and Phumezo, the people that were in
the struggle?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, it is so.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to get some information about the involvement in the
university. When Phumezo was arrested in 1986 when he was still at the
university, was there any role played by the university to inform you about his
arrest?

MR NXIWENI: No, I cannot remember any information which was brought by the
university. Only the students told us.

CHAIRPERSON: When he got arrested in 1988, did the university inform you about
what happened to your son or about his disappearance whilst he was in their
custody?

Were there any attempts which were made to trace or assist in finding him?

MR NXIWENI: No, there were no attempts made, Commissioner. We just learnt it
from the other students and his colleagues. Up to this day the university did
not inform us.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you remember Rev Nuyene who was the rector
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at the time?

MR NXIWENI: No, I cannot remember.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Nxiweni, did you read anything from the newspapers about
Pindelim Feti who disappeared who was also a student at the University of Natal.
Do you know anything about him or did you ever hear anything from your brother
who disappeared? Did you hear him talking about Pindelim Feti? Did you hear them
talking about him?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, I did.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What did you hear?

MR NXIWENI: What they said about him is there was some policemen, especially



they used to mention Capt Taylor. Because they said he used to say he is going
to clean-up the Alan Taylor Residence, because it was a den of guerillas.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you hear anything about Gwaso Twalo?

Gwaso Taylor, did you hear anything about him?

MR NXIWENI: Yes, I can also remember, but I can't remember much about him. The
only thing that I can remember is that he also disappeared in Natal.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did your brother say anything about probably Pindelim Feti? If
he did, what did he say about him after the disappearance of Feti?

MR NXIWENI: No, there was not much that I said about Feti directly to me. But
when we were together, because he used to come along and visit with his
colleagues from Natal, they would meet with those who were students from Unisa.
They would spend their time together at my place. They would tal about their
disappearance, because they suspected that they had been abducted and they would
also mention that there was a Cressida, a white Cressida which always comes and
pick up
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some of the students.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Mr Nxiweni.

CHAIRPERSON: Rev Nxiweni, we thank you very much. We also thank your son Landi
for presenting before this Commission the experience that you had about the
disappearance about your son, Phumezo. We promise to make a follow-up about all
this as we usually do when we get some information through the evidence.

We are finding evidence to the fact that we need to investigate how tertiary
institutions handled their responsibilities as parents in loco, at that time.
Not only the University of Natal. Not only the University of Transkei. But I
think we will have to investigate tertiary institutions as a whole. If we are
going to bring to the nation a complete picture of what was happening at that
time and how those institutions performed or failed to perform their
responsibilities to the children who were entrusted to their care, and how, in
fact, they co-operated with the police in some universities, in actually serving
the political programme instead of being tertiary institutions for higher
learning as they were meant to be.

Thank you very much. We promise to make a follow-up again as I have said. We
will try our best to find out the truth of what happened to your son. Thank you
very much.

------------

 

 

 

 

 

 



UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

 

DATE: 19 JUNE 1996 NAME: BOKVELA THOMAS PHULULA

CASE: EC0240/96 UMTATA

DAY 2

_________________________________________________________

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson, I would like to call Mr Bokvela Thomas Phulula to the stand.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Phulula, I welcome you this evening, on behalf of the Commission. I am going to ask you now to
please tell your story. As you have listened, we have heard how the Government has violated people's human rights,
torturing them. You are also here today with the same cry, that you have been tortured, ill-treated, such that you were
also in danger of being killed. But still, that didn't deter you from making your standpoint. You told us that you were
going to fight for our liberation, come what may. We salute you!

We would ask you now to please carry on with your story before the Commission. Before that I am going to ask you to
take the oath. Please stand up.

BOKVELA THOMAS PHULULA: (Duly sworn, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya will lead the witness.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Bokvela, before you start I would like to say that your names are Bokvela
Phulula, people call you Lavenda, is that so?

MR PHULULA: Yes, that is so.

MS MAYA: Do you come from Ntambeni at (indistinct) here in Umtata, is that correct?
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MR PHULULA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Now in your story when you tell us about yourself you left your home when you were 28 years, going to
Cape Town to look for work in 1963. Is that correct?

MR PHULULA: Yes, that's correct.

MS MAYA: Could you please start there, Sir, why did you go to Cape Town and which political organisations were you
involved with at the time.

MR PHULULA: The reason why I went to Cape Town, I went to look for work. At the time I was a member of Mr
Mandela's organisation, that is the ANC. The reason why I joined the ANC was because he was so tortured. That was



the first thing. The reason why I went to Cape Town is I was tortured inside by the fact that he was tortured. His torture
affected me inside.

Then I was offered employment in Woodstock. But then I was arrested and my uncle found me at Pollsmoor. At the
time I was arrested for the pass, because I didn't have my pass. I was still working. While I was still working they also
fetched me again. The same place where I was working. I was again arrested and put in Pollsmoor. These boers were
still asking me tell us, man, we don't trust you very much, which organisation are you affiliated with. I said I am in the
same organisation as Mandela. They said to you know him. I said yes, I know him. Where does he come from? I said he
comes from Umtata. Then after that they left. I slept.

My uncle came in the morning, trying to release me, because he was under the impression that I was arrested under the
pass laws. But they said no, I was not there. That is what they said, the boers, they said I was not there, Phulula is not
here.
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Then I went to a court at Observatory. While I was still in the police van, I had been beaten up, they were still beating
me up. They were competing in beating me up. I told them, even when I got there, I said I am still saying the same
thing, but I was saying then, I told them that I come from the rural areas, I am from Umtata, and I didn't know that by
coming to Cape Town I have sinned, because I know that Cape Town is still South Africa, I am not from overseas. But
now apparently now the magistrate now didn't like what I was saying. Then he said no, I must be taken down, I must be
taken down from the courts, from the stand, I was beaten up so much that day, I wished for the sun to come up. I was
beaten up the whole night. They tried all kinds of things to torture me. That whole week they used to come just to beat
me up only.

Then on the second week, they took me again. They fetched me from my cell. Then I said you murderers, there is no
other thing that you came to fetch me here for, you only want to kill me. Because it looks like to me then that you are
murderers, that is the only thing that you know here. You came here under the pretext that you are preachers, because
you came with a Bible, and you made us to believe in the Bible, and now you have shown your true colours. You are
now murderers, we can now see that. I know that you are murderers. Then the magistrate said no, this one must go
straight to Mandela, he thinks the same way as Mandela. I said yes, I am still saying this to you that you are murderers, I
know that you want to kill me, you want to drown me.

MS MAYA: Were you sentenced?

MR PHULULA: No, I was never sentenced, this whole time.
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Even then I was taken again. We were in the Observatory court all the time. I was again taken from the stand into the
van. Right in the police van they again assaulted me so much, I was never beaten up so much. Such that even yesterday
I had to go through an operation. The doctor who was taken care of me was Dr Bekker at the time.

Let me continue. I stayed in the prison for too long. I didn't even get food sometimes. I would sleep without anything to
eat. Things got better when one man from Gauteng, his clan name is Dlamini, I can't remember his name. I was with
him in the cell. I found out now that we were thinking the same way politically. We stayed in that cell for the whole
year. Now we started a second year with this man.

MS MAYA: Let me interrupt you and take you back to where you were taken into Observatory. What was your crime,
what were you accused of?



MR PHULULA: I was only accused of being in Cape Town with no permission, meaning that I was arrested under the
pass laws, and that I know that Cape Town was just part of my country and I didn't know that I was in a foreign country
by being in Cape Town.

MS MAYA: When did you come out of the cell and what happened?

MR PHULULA: I was released from the cell on the day, it was at two o'clock, two am, I heard my name being called.
They said Beti Phulula. I got out. When I got out I saw that there was a van, a police van outside. I got in. They said go
in "kaffer". Still, they still continued beating me up. This one, my cell mate, they did the same thing to him, they beat
him up again. Then there was another man from another
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cell but I think he was from Ciskei. Then we were three in this police van. While I was still looking at that, there were
women now, four women coming from the women's side. They were put in the cell that we were. Nobody was asking
anyone about anything. I just said to the other men, now we are going to be killed. I said these people who are
pretending to be preachers and believers of God are now going to kill us, Dlamini, let's pray our own prayers, let us use
our ancestors' God, Khamata. Then we started to pray in the police van. The van went on. It passed through De Aar. It
went through Prieska. I said to Dlamini, Dlamini, I am looking for, I just want to escape, do you know any place here.

We came across a big river. I said to Dlamini, where are we going. He said to me, you see, Duma, when we are here, we
are going into the Ovambos, to the Ovambo area, which is in the North West, in the South West Africa. When we get
there, when we get out we must just grab their guns, we must not give them any chance, we must just grab their guns.
Even if one us gets shot, but let us just grab their guns. Then what happened. We went through another town which I
think was for Vendas. I did not know these places. I used to ask Dlamini next to me. We got there around half past one.
That was now in Tzaneen. I can still have its picture in my head. They put in petrol into their car. They said to us here
are Xhosa-speaking men. They said to us you guys are going to be killed, you are not going back to your homes. That's
when I started being shocked. They said what are you saying, I said what are you saying. They said there have been
many Xhosa people who have been passing here, they don't come back, you are also not coming back; I
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am advising you Xhosa people, when these lions approach you, do not run away from them, because they are used to
this. Don't run away from these lions, you are going to be introduced to some lions. I said to Dlamini, let's pray again.
Then we started to pray together with these four women.

The police van passed the Tzaneen town. I again asked Dlamini. Dlamini said no, we are in Angola. This is now Angola
and this is Maputo in front of us. That other side is Tzitzikamma. I said where are we being taken to Dlamini, where are
we going to be killed at, are they taken us so far away that even our families cannot even retrieve us any more.

Anyway, the van continued. It went deep into the forest. It went on and on and on. Now Dlamini told me that we are
now very near Maputo. It stopped and it was trying to station properly. It was now facing back where we were from. It
was not around three pm.

MS MAYA: Excuse me, I would like to interrupt you, Sir. Is there anyone here in this hall called Phila Xhomba?

You can go on, Sir.

MR PHULULA: I was again called Beti Phulula. Then I got out of the van. We were all called by our names. There
were three boers and then they said you said Cape Town is your country, now that is not your country, this is your
country. There are many dogs around here, they are going to guide you, so you can build up your houses here, build



your new homes in this place. I said Dhlamini, it looks like our plan is not going to work. What kind of a place is this
where you are asked to build homes in? These are forests. We were put in a forest. They didn't leave us any food in
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this forest, we were just dropped there.

MS MAYA: Were there any people in this forest?

MR PHULULA: No, there were no people.

MS MAYA: When was the last time you saw people in this whole distance that you had travelled?

MR PHULULA: The last time we saw people was somewhere in the town. We would see scattered houses, belonging to
the Tshanganese. Then we were taken off into the deepest part of the forest. Then we were told on the other side it was
Maputo and the other side it was Angola and the other side it was Tzitzikamma. I said you know, Dhlamini, do you
know these places. Dhlamini said yes, I know these places.

Now these boers said to us you "kaffers", this is where you are supposed to be now. You must never put your foot in
Cape Town, build your homes in here, never go back to Cape Town. Then they left us there.

I said to the other men, are you aware that we are going to be left here now, among these lions. Let us kneel down and
pray again, before we make any further moves. We did. We knelt down and we prayed. After that let's retrace our steps,
let's use the wheels, the tracks of the wheels and go back. We did that.

After a short distance we saw these lions. When I saw the first one, I said to myself oh, these are the lions that the
Tshingaans had told us about. We were told not to run, we were only told that we must look at the lion. At that time we
were only urinating ourselves, there was no control at all, because we were frightened. We all did this. We didn't have
even one single half a weapon with us.

MS MAYA: What time was it by now, Sir?

MR PHULULA: It was now after three pm.

UMTATA HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

8 B T PHULULA

MS MAYA: How long did you look at this lion?

MR PHULULA: After a time this lion simply just ran away, it turned around and it left and it started to roar. There were
the others now that started to approach. But now these lions turned back so we continued walking. We walked until the
following morning.

When we got into the town at around eight am, I went to go and buy five loaves of bread. This is the money that I had
with me the time I was arrested. When this man saw this money, he looked at my money as if it wasn't real money. But
then he took it and we got the bread and we ate. We didn't walk a long distance. We just walked a short distance.

MS MAYA: Is that how you survived from these lions?

MR PHULULA: Yes, that's how we survived from the lions. I am sure that the boers think that we were killed by the
lions. They told themselves that we were dead. Because there were many who went there who had been taken to that
forest, people were made meals for those lions. But because of the advice that we got from the Tshangaans we survived.



MS MAYA: Now when you got to Tzaneen you were fortunate to get employment at a contractor in Tzaneen.

MR PHULULA: Yes, that's correct. I said to Dhlamini, let's see if we can't get any employment in this town, because
we can't go back home barefoot. So we left the other ones. Dhlamini and myself went to look for a job at the contractor.
When we got there we got employment. They even got us houses to stay inside the premises of the contractor. I had a
small amount of money with me but I left some of it with these other ones that were with us, especially the women, so
that they can try and take care of themselves. Then Dhlamini and I continued working with the contractor.
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MS MAYA: So when did you come back home?

MR PHULULA: I came back home in 1966.

MS MAYA: And since you left Cape Town in 1965?

MR PHULULA: That's right, then I came back in 1966. I went back home.

MS MAYA: Are there any details which we have left out of your story? If you have any details we can conclude.

MR PHULULA: When I came back home I could feel still that the bruises that I had were still hurting me. The person
who tried to make me survive and the reason why I am still alive today was that doctor. He is the one who tried to make
me go to the hospital. But I still have a problem with the operation that I had on the side of my body and here on my
head. Dr Benjamin tried to give me a referral letter to go to the hospital. That is where I went through the operations. I
said to them even though you are making these operations on me, please try and take care, I don't want - I want to wake
up after the operations. So they said to me we have to give you a general anaesthetic. I said no, can't you do a local
anaesthetic, just like when you go to a dentist. Well, they did inject me and they operated on me. I kept on going back to
the doctor, according to Dr Betja. Even now as I am telling you, I have a certain big debt that I didn't pay Dr Betja's
debt.

MS MAYA: Do yu have any wish that you would like the Commission to help you out with?

MR PHULULA: Because my health has deteriorated I would like that the Government that we fought for, can please try
and give us reparation. Because now these boers, I know that it is difficult for the boers now, but I don't have grudges
against them. When I look at them I even feel sorry for
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them, as if they are now, as if they are orphans. But it is all right, we can still say with these boers, even though they
have killed a lot of our people. As I am telling you now, one of my brothers died in Sasolburg, he was also killed by
these boers. I am the only one left at home.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Sir. I am now going to hand you over to the Commissioner, so that if my colleagues have any
questions they have the opportunity to ask you.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions?

MEMBER OF PANEL: Sir, I have a couple of questions for you. You said in your statement you were three men and
four women. Do you know the names of these people?

MR PHULULA: I only know one and that is Dhlamini, the one I used to walk around with. I don't know whether it was
Jackson, but I know that he was from Soweto. When we came back he got off in Gauteng at the Park Station. We left



the others at a spot where we parted. I don't know how they came back, I think they came back on foot.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know their names?

MR PHULULA: No, I don't know their names.

MEMBER OF PANEL: How long did you stay with them?

MR PHULULA: I didn't stay long with Dhlamini. I stayed alone for a long time. I was regarded as a murderer.

MEMBER OF PANEL: While you were kept in Pollsmoor, were there any other people that you were arrested with or
were you alone?

MR PHULULA: We were many and there were the other three that were put in the other cell, but now I was alone in
this cell. They were under the impression that I was the one who was influencing the others, inciting violence.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were there any other people who can bear
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evidence of your arrest in Pollsmoor?

MR PHULULA: Yes, there was another man although I wouldn't even know where he was taken from Pollsmoor. There
were also others, even though I won't be able to tell their names. It is a long time now.

MEMBER OF PANEL: At the time of your arrest, you said you were only arrested because you were a member of a
political organisation?

MR PHULULA: Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were you a member?

MR PHULULA: Yes, I did tell them that I was a member of the ANC. And I told them that you have arrested Mandela
for no reason.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were you in Cape Town at the time?

MR PHULULA: Yes, I was in Cape Town.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were there other people that were members of the ANC at the time, who are still alive, who can
give evidence of this?

MR PHULULA: I can still remember some young men who when I was coming from Cape Town, I realised that they
had already left for Lusaka.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you, Sir, very much.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Phulula, can I ask you something. When you escaped from where you were, did you say it
was Tzaneen?

MR PHULULA: Yes, it was Tzaneen.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you ever tell anyone about this?



MR PHULULA: No, I didn't tell anyone, I only told my father. I took my father aside into the kraal and then I told him
the story. Because at this time now, the men in government was Kazier Mantanzima. I said to my father, father this is
how things were, I am from such-and-such a
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place. I said my father, please don't cry. So then he stopped. He said don't say this any more, because you will be
arrested, you will be arrested again if you say this to anyone.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is there anyone except your father who you told the story to?

MR PHULULA: No, there is no one at all.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Where is your father right now?

MR PHULULA: My father passed on.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you ever hear anything, Mr Phulula, maybe over the radio, or even somebody who saw
something in the newspapers about the story of your arrest in Tzaneen? Was there anyone else who told the story?

MR PHULULA: Yes, I heard a little about this. As I am telling you this, there are other people now who are coming
out. Because it is now evident that I was not alone. Well, now I am tell you that there are other people who are coming
out now, who are telling the story.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who are these people?

MR PHULULA: These are sons to those people who I was with. They said the same thing you went through was the
same thing that my father went through.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you please elaborate, Mr Phulula? Who are these young men you are talking about, this
torture?

MR PHULULA: It is Mr Mandosini from the municipality. When I talked to him one day he said to me his grandfather
was also in Tzaneen, but apparently he was poisoned, so he didn't live for long. But then when he came home then he
died.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Gobodo?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Mr Phulula, I am going to ask about
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the contractor. What was the name of the contractor that you worked for in Tzaneen?

MR PHULULA: It was called Roberts.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: What did you do there, Sir?

MR PHULULA: I was pushing a wheelbarrow.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Phulula, for coming to the Commission. We hope that you have taken your oath
seriously, when you were giving your statement here. We hope that what you are telling us today is the truth. Like we



have said before, we are going to investigate. We have said even the same thing to the others before you. But we are
going to try and we are going to try by all means, but it is going to be very difficult when everybody who can bear
evidence of what you are telling us, is now all dead.
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CHAIRPERSON: Of these homelands of this homeland Government, when everybody was talking about freedom, it
was at the time when the Governments were looked down upon, at that time, at the time your husband died, when he
was trying to fight for the country, but he didn't die, his death was not in vain, at least there was a message for him, now
I am going to give you a chance. Your husband didn't die in vain, my sister, we also thank you for coming over here so
that we can tell the whole country, so that all the generations can be able to say, "we will never again do something like
this, never again will these things happen again to us", at the time now we will be able to say, to recognise the dignity of
a human being. We understand that your husband wasn't just struggling on his own, you were also part of this. I would
like to make you take the oath. Could you please stand.

NOMBASA SANGONI: (duly sworn in states):

CHAIRPERSON: Nombasa in the statement before us, we see that you are going to give statement about the death of
your husband who died on the 5th February 1988. Could you please take a minute to tell us about yourself, your family
and your husband. Please tell us so that we can be able to know, who, what kind of a man he was.

MS SANGONI: Zolile Sangoni is the son of Mr and Mrs Sangoni, at the time of his death he was working at the SAB in
1988. He used to be committed very much in the struggle, he was a member of the ANC at the time. A man, a Mr
Zokqua, was a friend of his at the time. Lots of things happened in Butterworth at the time, we used to be detained lots
of times because we used to stay together. At another time he was detained for two weeks, I was also detained with him
and then I was released on the second week. Now because of policeman like Madikizela from Butterworth, now before
prior his death he used to be warned by this Madikizela.

PANEL MEMBER: Why did Madikizela warned your husband?

MS SANGONI: My husband and Madikizela used to know each other. Madikizela used to just pretend to be my
husband's friend, but knowing that he was trying to get information from my husband, at the time he used to, he used to
yell at his name and say Zolile, and then warn him, and after that they killed Temba Lozokwe.

PANEL MEMBER: Let's go back to the time when this incident happened here in Umtata, do you know why your
husband was here in Umtata?

MS SANGONI: On the 7th of February 1988, he woke up very early but he had a problem with his car, that's why now
he left his car and he used the Honda Ballade which was brown. He was going to Umtata because he was a rep of the
SAB. On his way to Umtata he gave Thozamile Nkume a lift, he was also resided in Umtata. They both went to Umtata.
When they got to Umtata there was another man who he was detained with, a Mr Mayaphi, now this man, they were
going to see this man in jail Mr Mayaphi, there was another housed that they used to stay in at Mbokwe, the policemen
came to this house and they just sprayed the whole house with bullets, thinking that my husband and his friends were in
the house. Now around lunch time, around 1.00pm my husband called me just before lunch, called me, telling me that
he was coming back to Butterworth, so during lunch time they decided to have a braai at Ncambedlana, at Mbuqe. Now



on their way to the braai, they saw a white 4 x 4 and another white Kombi also with tinted windows, Number Plates -
XF. There were four in the car, it was himself, Zona Wetle, Thozamile Nkume, Zonwabele Mayaphi and another one,
and also Zolila Sangoni and there was another man called Gift, I can't remember his another name, he is the one who
used to say "do you guys see that we are being followed", when they got to Mnado they braai'ed, they continued with
the braai and then from there, from the braai spot, this Kombi and this 4 x 4 was also following them, still watching
them. The Kombi started to flicker at them, then Zolile started saying "you guys, do you know who knows anything
about this Kombi, because now it was starting to flicker at them. One of them answered "No, we don't know anyone in
that Kombi. Again the Kombi started to flicker and then later they started to stop. The Kombi's also stopped, Zolile was
still in the car, the sliding door of the Kombi now was started to open, there was a flood of bullets, it was non-stop. It
seemed like the reason why they shooting like this, they didn't want anybody to survive in the car. The bullet shells that
were found there were more than 30. Most of these bullets were aimed at him, this is now, why now he couldn't survive
he died on that spot and this other man Mr Mayaphi who was in pain, now this people from this 4 x 4 and the Kombi ran
away, left him there, one of them was Mbulelo Wana and the other one was Madliwa and Captain Le Roux. There were
other three girls who were in this Kombi that they didn't show. One of those girls was Ntlola Shosha. The Transkeian
police arrived on the scene but they didn't want anybody to be taken out of the car, now while the man was still in
excruciating pain, they were still asking them questions, they were asking to be taken to hospitals, but the police didn't
care at all. At a later stage they were taken to hospital, but only one survived, the other three were already dead. The
pathologist who was taking care of the bodies described that the bullets as strong as to pierce an iron rod, it was my first
time to see a person who has been shot such that a bone was hanging outside, that's how my husband Zolile was, he was
shot in the thigh, the way he was swollen he looked like a pig, it was because of all the bullets that were sprayed all over
his body.

PANEL MEMBER: About the people who shot them, it looks like a there was a place that they went to. Do you know
this place?

MS SANGONI: Yes, the police who shot my husband and his friends ran over to the police, though they denied this.

PANEL MEMBER: Then what happened after that?

MS SANGONI: Weeks and months passed, we were trying to find out who were these people were, but later the police
said it was Madliwa and the rest who did this.

PANEL MEMBER: Now what happened to those people who shot - who fired?

MS SANGONI: There was an inquest and the inquest was about Madliwa, that's where Madliwa said when he was lying
the reason why they were shooting at my husband and friends, they said they were having firearms within the car, but
they are the one's who planted these firearms so that they can be able to say these firearms belonged to them.

PANEL MEMBER: Now did the inquest find out that these other people who killed your husband and friends?

MS SANGONI: Madliwa confessed, especially Madliwa he is the one who confessed he used to have smiles, especially
when he was taking about saying that he is the one that killed them, and then after that he would smile, then after that
Squia was very angry at him because he used to ask them "Are you happy about what you did, seeing that you are
smiling so much". What hurts me about the inquest is that they were found guilty but there was nothing done about
them.

PANEL MEMBER: Was there any Court case?

MS SANGONI: Yes, there was a Court case and they were found guilty, but they were not charged and they were not
sentenced, in other words they are free they are still out there, yes, they are still out there, this is why actually why
Madliwa was also shot, its because he was just roaming around out there.

PANEL MEMBER: About Thozamile Nkume who survived, do you know anything about him?

MS SANGONI: They found Thozamile Nkume at his place in his village, he promised me that he'll be here, but when



we got there, we were told that yesterday that "No he has already left", so that is why Thozamile is not here.

PANEL MEMBER: I am sure you already have a wish by coming to the Commission, what is that wish?

MS SANGONI: I wish the Truth Commission can discover and investigate for us who were those three ladies who were
in that Kombi, why were they hiding them, because obviously they knew something, who were they.

PANEL MEMBER: Is there anything that we have left out that you think we should also touch before we conclude?

MS SANGONI: No, I don't think there is anything else that I have left out. And moreover, I have a request, if the
Commission can help me, I have a child that I am still struggling to bring up and educate.

PANEL MEMBER: How old is the child?

MS SANGONI: My child will be eleven years in September.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you, we have noted your request.I am going to hand over to my colleagues, the
Commissioners, to see if they have any questions for you.

PANEL MEMBER: Ms Sangoni you said the advocates were advocate Skweyiya and who else was it?

MS SANGONI: It was advocate Skweyiya, there were two advocates but I have forgotten the other one, he was from
Gauteng, but I have forgotten his name.

PANEL MEMBER: Reverend Nkondu, I want to make sure about something - you said there was a Court case - the
case was set before the Judge - these people were found guilty?

MS SANGONI: Yes, they were found guilty.

PANEL MEMBER: How many years were they sentenced?

MS SANGONI: No, they were never sentenced - it was also said that they were found guilty but they were never
sentenced.

PANEL MEMBER: Is it the Judge of the Court that said that?

MS SANGONI: Yes, it was a Judge from here in Umtata.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you.

PANEL MEMBER: I would like to know the circumstances around the funeral of your husband Zolile Sangoni.

MS SANGONI: I wish that Zolile, I wish that the Commission can help me out with Zolile's tombstone, it was very
difficult, so I would just like the Commission to help me out with husband's death ..(tape ends)

PANEL MEMBER: Nombasa, to lose your partner at the prime of your youth and to have the future of your marriage
terminated at the time when you were looking forward to being together with your husband must have been very painful
to you and I want to say that it was a great sacrifice that you and your husband made. I noticed that when you began to
make your testimony your face, your eye, clearly conveyed that you loved your husband very dearly and I am sure that
your husband also loved you, but your husband had another love and that was the love for this country and the love for
justice and for that love he paid the ultimate price.

We salute you, we salute your husband, we salute the families -your family and your husband's family that supported
you - but if I may on behalf of the Commission, I want to make a call, I want to make a call to those in authority who
are still alive, who know what happened, to come forward and tell the Commission what they know. I think one of the
most painful things that keeps on coming up is that the people who are responsible for these things, live in our



communities but they are not coming forward and there is going to be no healing, there is going to be no reconciliation
until those people voluntarily come up and tell us what happened so that we can then propose a way in which
reconciliation and forgiveness can take place. Policemen, especially policemen like us, Black as us, we ask them to
please come forward, they mustn't wait until they are being called, they mustn't wait until their names are being called in
these hearings, they must come forward voluntarily, they must come and they must tell the country what happened, not
only about what is happening here, about was happening in the whole country so that we can attempt to forgive ...
(inaudible) mentioned then that is opportunity, but when they come before they have even been mentioned then indeed
they will be showing that they are committed to reconciliation and to the truth.

Thank you very much for what you have done and all the sacrifice that you have given, for all what you have given us
we would like to tell you and we will give you assurance that we will try to meet and fulfil your wishes and needs and
respect of the courage that you have shown as his wife.

-------------------
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PRINCESS LULAMO SIDUMO: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON : Ms Tiny Maya is going to assist the Witness.

MS MAYA: Thank you Commissioner. Good morning Gadi. I am going to ask you to please take a minute so that you can tell us who
you are, tell us about your home, especially about your son Batandwa so that when we talk about him we must know who we are
talking about. Some people don't even know who he was.

MS SIDUMO: My name is Lulu Sidumo. My surname is Ndondo. Batandwa is my son, I got him before I got married, that is why I am
Ms Sidumo. He was raised by the Schulwees when he was seven years old. My mother who was raising him died, now after she died,
at that time I was also working, though there were people who could raise him, I decided I am going to take him so that I can raise
him, so I took him to Thawla to my sister, my elder sister who has now passed on Mrs Mtabisa. We all agreed on this, myself, Mrs
Mtabisa and Mr Mtabisa so that for him to stay there and he did his Primary education at Twala Village, he got his Matric at Mditchwe
High. He completed his 1980 in December. From there he is registered at UNITRA in January 1981. It was now in this year the first
month of this year, my sister passed on, Mrs Mtabisa, Batandwa grew up, he was still in UNITRA at the time, until he was appointed
here at UNITRA as the member of the SRC. A year after that then he was suspended in UNITRA. After he was suspended he went
back to Twala and then he was employed at Helca Trust, now it was at this time when he was working at the Helca Trust that he met
his death.

MS MAYA: Now before we get there, could you please explain to us, could you just explain to us what did you know about his
involvement with the Organisations, except the Student Representative Council, especially political organisations?

MS SIDUMO: No, I didn't know much about his political involvement until the time his was at UNITRA. There would be Security Police
coming to my place, trying to find out more about him, trying to find out what do I know about his political involvements, but I used to
tell him, "No I don't know anything about his political involvement, except that I sent him to school.

MS MAYA: Coming to the day he met his death, what happened?

MS SIDUMO: On this day it was the 24th September 1985, it was in the morning, around 9.00am. Like I said he was staying at my
sister's place. A white kombi arrived with dark tinted windows, Batandwa at the time was with his friend - Tubula Bam and the Security
told him that they are coming here to him, when they took him so that they, to him they said they wanted to be shown around the town
and they left with him. I don't know which route they took, but when they were going out of Twala going to Elliott, I don't know whether
it was coming to Umtata or to Engwa but we call it Elliott Road. People saw this kombi, it passed the Police Station, Twala Police
Station, now when he was going to town, Batandwa jumped out of the window and after that the Kombi stopped and Batandwa went to
one of the houses, opposite the street. He was then followed by a shower of bullets. When he tried to open the door in this house,
trying to go to the back at the same time but that didn't help him, apparently he was hit by one bullet which made him to lie on his
stomach. Now two men arrived and a woman. The shots were still going on but he was already on the ground, while he was still trying
to get up, but the bullets were still going on, at last one of the woman, this woman said "Kill the dog, is this dog still alive, finish him
off". At the time one of the woman who was inside the house, listening to all this chaos and this noise she went out. She wanted to see
what was going on, now but these people left my son. Now the woman from inside the house asked "whose son is this you want to kill
in my house", so when she said that, they turned back and they took him back into the Kombi and they left with him. They took him to
the Police Station, from there they took him to the hospital again. Now but unfortunately when they got to hospital the Doctor couldn't
do anything because he was already dead.

MS MAYA: Now the house that he was trying to escape to, did you know whose house it was?

MS SIDUMO: We only know that it is owned by Mr Vicky Lashle, it is used for renting.



MS MAYA: Where there eyewitnesses?

MS SIDUMO: Yes, there were eyewitnesses to this incident.

MS MAYA: Please tell us about the hospital.

MS SIDUMO: I went to the hospital, that was now after hours I was told that Batandwa has been shot. When I got to the hospital,
security in the hospital told me that I couldn't see Batandwa. Nobody is allowed to see Batandwa. Even after I told them that I am his
mother, they said "no one is allowed to see Batandwa at all".

MS MAYA: Did you give up now?

MS SIDUMO: Yes, I gave up because there was nothing I could do.

MS MAYA: So what happened now?

MS SIDUMO: After two days I thought that I should go back to the scene where this happened, I saw two people taking
measurements of the scene, I just watched them taking all the measurements.

MS MAYA: Did you know who they were?

MS SIDUMO: Yes, I know who they are.

MS MAYA: Who were they?

MS SIDUMO: It was a lawyer called Mr Sangoyni from Butterworth and Mr Tzan....

MS MAYA: Do you know why they were taking the measurements?

MS SIDUMO: No, I didn't ask.

MS MAYA: Please go on Mama.

MS SIDUMO: I asked from the woman who was in the house when this happened, then she told me, even then nobody came to me to
tell me exactly what was happening at the time but I was listening the radios and reading the newspapers, that's where I got the date
of the operation of the autopsy. The first time I saw the body was here in Umtata hospital when he was going to be operated on, it was
already now after a week.

MS MAYA: Now, mama could you please tell us about the autopsy, what happened?

MS SIDUMO: When I got there I saw that he had a bullet wound on his head but I could know that there were others on his body but
there was one that entered him at the back of his waist which was the fatal one.

MS MAYA: If we could just go past the autopsy maybe mama we can start there. Who did the operation, what it your family doctor or
the doctor from the hospital.

MS SIDUMO: There were two doctors, one was from the state and one was appointed by us as a family.

MS MAYA: Do you know who this doctor was?

MS SIDUMO: No I can't remember who he was.

MS MAYA: Now mama, going to the funeral could you please tell us what happened.

MS SIDUMO: After Batandwa died I used to receive letters from Twala Security Police giving me restrictions as to how I should bury
my son. They told me I shouldn't bury on weekends, I must bury him during the week and the process must start from 9.00am to 12.00
and nobody must be still busy with the funeral after those times.

MS MAYA: Did it happen according to that?

MS SIDUMO: On the funeral day, on the day of the funeral, yes we started at 9.00am but that was the most painful day for me
because when we woke up the area was full of policeman, they were all armed. There were people who wanted to accompany
Batandwa especially students who were his friends but the worst part was all those people who wanted to accompany Batandwa,
especially those wearing T-shirts they were ill-treated and they were all detained. We went on with the funeral with those who were
just left and we went to the cemetery but by half past eleven we already heard bullet shots. We were told that everybody must go



home and remember there was another car from Tsomo that car was rushed out everybody told the police told those people that they
must just leave. They tried to say no but we are the closest to Batandwa they would not listen to. After a while they were released.

MS MAYA: Now, how was the treatment at home after the funeral. How was the treatment that you received?

MS SIDUMO: We were tortured even before the funeral but after the funeral it wasn't so bad.

MS MAYA: Now after Batandwa's death was there a case that was reported to, or an inquest that was reported?

MS SIDUMO: No, I don't remember anything.

MS MAYA: Didn't you have any Lawyers at the time about the incident?

MS SIDUMO: No, at the time no, I didn't have any lawyers. I only got myself a lawyer later, much later because I realised that I need
one.

MS MAYA: But was there anything happening in Court?

MS SIDUMO: No. There was no inquest.

MS MAYA: Now we heard from the radio and we also read in the newspapers about details about people who have details about
Batandwa's death. Did you receive any such details about Batandwa's death.

MS SIDUMO: No, I don't remember.

MS MAYA: Mama, is there anything that we didn't ask that you would like to talk about, something related to Batandwa's death?

MS SIDUMO: The most hurtful thing about Batandwa's death is that there is no way you can reconcile within yourself knowing that you
had a son and all of a sudden you don't have it any more without reasons.

MS MAYA: What is your wish about Batandwa's death?

MS SIDUMO: My wish is to know who did this because the people who tell me different stories other say it's this one who did this, it's
this one who did that, but I want to know who actually did it. Who actually killed him and why.

MS MAYA: Can you remember how old he was?

MS SIDUMO: He was 22 years.

MS MAYA: Thank you mama and now I am going to give my colleagues here a chance to see if there is anything that we have left out.
Perhaps there are still some questions.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Now who from these rumours that you are talking about saying that it is this an that, this one and that told you this,
who are these people who told you these stories?

MS SIDUMO: They told me it was Mr Mossie, Mr Dandala, Mr Tshabala. I don't know now this lady because I couldn't do the
newspapers, there are two prominent people here, the other one is CD, the other one is Shosha.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know who signed the restriction order?

MS SIDUMO: It was signed by the Station Commander of Twala.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know his name?

MS SIDUMO: His name was Mr Gigeli.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mama, do you know, did you said Batandwa was with a friend during on this day?

MS SIDUMO: Batandwa was with a friend at my sisters place.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you say his name is Tibula Bam?



MS SIDUMO: Tibula Bam was the one who he was with during, when the time the Kombi arrived.

CHAIRPERSON: Is Tibula still here?

MS SIDUMO: Yes. According to my knowledge Tibula is still alive.

CHAIRPERSON: You said there were three policeman who detained Batandwa. One of them was a woman, was there anything that
this woman said?

MS SIDUMO: She said "Kill this dog, don't leave this dog still alive".

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mama.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mama, was there any word from the Government at the time about the death of your son?

MS SIDUMO: Yes, there was but it was over the media in the meeting which was held at Idiqua.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Could you tell the Commissioner what was said at the time?

MS SIDUMO: The Government said we have killed the terrorist Batandwa, we have ordered Batandwa to be killed.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You will forgive me I will ask you in English so that we can understand each other very well. You mentioned
that your son was expelled from the University and later on we learnt from you that your son was killed. Partly, it's important for the
Commissioner to begin to have a clear understanding of the people whose lives were at risk in the past. Can you maybe tell us as to
the kinds of things that you know your son to have been involved with which lead to his expulsion and then later on to his detention?

MS SIDUMO: As I have said before as he was a member of the Student Representative Council he became part of the Freedom
fighters. He was involved in the political organisations.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Besides his leadership role you mentioned that he was fighting for freedom. Can you tell us about the acts that
you refer to when he was fighting for liberation? Were there things that he was doing or he was just ...(intervention)

MS SIDUMO: As a parent, I didn't get to grasp all the details of his involvements because he was never detained or arrested before
where I could actually gather that he has been arrested for this or that.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Looks like that, that is all questions I do have. Thank you very much Mama.

CHAIRPERSON: Mama, thank you very much for the report that you have put forward to the Commissioner today. As Reverend
Xundu has said when he was welcoming you here, this will never leave our minds. The picture of that day, the day your son fell, the
day your son was killed, so painfully, so brutally just like the policeman has said, according to your testament that your son was killed
like a dog. I think at the time it was very difficult here in the Transkei, there were very few people that could stand for the truth. Many
people here in the Transkei, they were in a position where that they had no hope, but Batandwa, you son became a bright light in the
darkness. We are going to try by all means to investigate as the Commission, we will try to contact the people who you have
mentioned, the people who have made the statements, especially to try to find out who exactly is responsible for the killing of
Batandwa. We will try by all means so that we can get exactly why was Batandwa expelled from the University of the Transkei.

We will also try and find from the authority at the time to try and find out what really happened because the role played by the
University trying to look down upon the people, the young people who used to fight for freedom but being excluded for fighting for our
freedom not on academic grounds that is something we are going to find out more even the principals are going to get in touch with
them and find out why these things happen to the students. We salute you, Mama, as his mother we thank you as well that in your
womb a hero like this one can come out.

We assure you as a Commission, that when we write our Commission, the last report that is going to our President we assure you that
Batandwa's name will be one of those. In all the details that we will get from the investigations will be included. Thank you very much.

-------------------
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MEMBER OF PANEL: The time that you have worked here, you have worked during a very difficult time. The
authority here at the time, people who use to be beaten up quite a lot, several times, but people still continued with the
struggle. You, particularly, you never turned your back on the struggle. You had the opportunities to have a better life
than you had before, but you decided not to do that and we thank you very much for that. We are sure that today when
you see, you tell yourself you did not fight for this freedom in vain. Now, with those few words we salute you for giving
of yourself for the struggle, your family and other wise. Could you please stand so that you can take the oath.

MR SIGWELA: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you. Over to you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: We will hand over to Pumla Gobodo who is going to guide the witness.

MS GOBODO: We welcome you honourable MEC. We are very happy for you to come over so that you can give more
details about the case that we have just talked about regarding Twalo. I am going to ask Mr Ntsebeza so that he can be
able to help us more about Twalo's case. Then after that we can come and talk about your torture during 1968 and 1969.
I am just going to start so that I can finish off with the Twalo
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case. Thank you.

ADV NTSEBEZA: Kabela I am very happy to see you again. When I read your statement, then I remembered that I use
to be tortured in East London and they use to ask me about you. They use to ask me by Dulalokat. They use to ask me
about you. I did not know that you were also arrested. Thank you Kabela. This man is also from Cala, is that so? As a
veteran in the struggle he use to say if somebody has been arrested for political reasons he use to open up files. Please
tell us more about Gwazo.

MR SIGWELA: The honourable Chairperson of the Commission and all the Commissioners, I think it was around
September or October in 1980. That was the time when members of the PAC were released and other members of
APLA they were led by Sabilo Kweta. He use to be known as Sabilo Palmer. We use to know each other from
Kangaluza High School, that is myself and Sabilo Kweta. We were here in Umtata. He came to the Council of Churches
where I use to work. I was a field worker at the time. People use to be helped at the Council of Churches. He did come
as well and among the things that he said, he said to me there is another young man from Cala, his name is Gwazo
Twalo who has been arrested. He is here in prison, not necessarily in any prison, but he knew that while he was being



interrogated he did realised that this man is right here. Even with the information that he received from others, but that
was my first time to here his name. It was my first time to hear about Gwazo Twalo's name.

As Commissioner Ntsebeza has said before I did not care whether the information that I received was just from the
streets, I use to open up files. That particular
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information I also included in my journal including it with the others who were arrested, but I tried to find out why was
he arrested. They said Gwazo and Sabilo use to know each other during their high school days. Gwazo went to
Wentworth to do his medical studies and Sabilo went to Fort Hare University. They went to Botswana as refugees. They
went on separate ways. One was going to the ANC so he said I am under the impression that he was trained in Angola,
but I wrote down all that information. There is another prisoner who is presumed detained. His name is Gwazo Twalo.
He also underwent military training in Angola. I kept that whole record in my files which I kept them. So that when I
keep following the case I can be able to refer back to the file so that I can be able to help the family if they came to me
to ask more. At that time I did not know that these people that I know, from his family, that it was them because I
realised that later this Gwazo Twalo is the same Gwazo Twalo when I came back from, when I was from Robben Island
in 1979. You must realise that at that time we were doing everything underground. At that time we were forced to do
everything that we wanted to do underground.

I was called by Comrade Kati. He told me that there is another young man here. A man that he was supposed to meet.
At that time now it was in the Nobowa rural areas. He was doing the underground work in the country which was now
during 1979. He was sent by the Umkhonto we Sizwe command from Lesotho. We spoke with him, but I did not know
he was Gwazo Twalo. When I met him I did not know him at all. This name, Gwazo Twalo, was quite new to me. It was
if I had known him right from the beginning, that this is Gwazo Twalo when we were at Cala. I could be able to
associate
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these two, but I could not at that time. This whole period that were together in 1980 I could not associate this Gwazo
Twalo to be the same person who was from Cala. The same person that I met at Engcobo. The same person that I had
information about his disappearance. He did not come back in 1979 when he was supposed to come back, to come back
to Lesotho. The report that I got was that he did not come back at night. People wondered what happened to him. Now
when I got this information, but I could not associate these two meetings.

Now in 1981 when I was going to Lesotho, when I got there this man had already a wife now when he was outside,
while he was in exile. His wife was very worried until she decided to contact the lawyers. She contacted lawyers in Port
Elizabeth, but I have forgotten the name of the firm, such that if I knew that I was going to be talking about this here, I
would have brought out all the facts, but it was a firm of lawyers. She was trying to trace her husband. From Lesotho I
got a request from Chris Hani that we must also try and trace and find out if there is any information about this young
man. I tried by all means because I what I wanted to do most was to meet his wife so that I can get all the details. So that
I can just find out if she suspects, she has any suspicions about his whereabouts. At that time there was International
Committee of the Red Cross, it was ICRC. He use to work together in the Council of Churches and I knew that there
was this trace urgency because at the time of the struggle. During the wars that were going on, especially the World
War, the Second World War. Many people disappeared and I was involved in tracing those people.
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Now during the Vietnam War, after the Americans had fled, there was more tracing and there was this problem of
tracing. I can remember one child that was traced to Tanzania. He was a white child. They were captured by the
Frelimo. Then I approached them in Pretoria. Now that is how we started to work with the International Red Cross.
They gave me tracing forms, I took those forms to Lesotho. I did not meet this wife still. I left these forms with the ANC
people telling them that they must give these forms to Ezra's wife. I did fill in all the particulars, Kwazo's particulars.
Everything that I knew about him and the last time I saw him. Now in the end what transpired through the lawyers and
the efforts of the International Committee of Red Cross was that the Pretoria did give the affidavit that they arrested
Ezra in Aliwal North and then released him in May 1980. That is how the documents say this. Now anyone can just
think for themselves if that is something usual for a person to be just released after the person has been suspected of so
many political activities. Now, still I could not reconcile his release with the fact that in October 1980 I met Sabilo
Kweta saying that, no, this person we are talking about is here inside the prison.

The situation stayed like that for quite a while. Still I was trying to make an attempt. While I was still trying to do that I
was arrested as well. Even in my pocket I still had this woman's address. During the time of my interrogation, I was
interrogated by a Lieutenant Boy. He said to me, what is this? I said this is somebodies address. The person is a
detainee, he has been disappeared. Then he said, is he here with us? So he took the address and threw it in the trash bin.
That was the last time I saw UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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the address. Now, after that I was concentrating on other things. I could not find any leads even from the Red Cross and
from our own side. Nothing happened.

Now in 1981, if I am not mistaken about the time, four men were released. Madi Koniwe, Mr Ntsebeza, this one who is
just sitting across me now. You will forgive me for pointing my finger at you while you are a Commissioner. They came
to the office, Mr Ntsebeza said to me, man there is something suspicious because it looks like they were also taken to
Sakspruit, I am sorry, in Mount Fletcher. He said there is something about Gwazo here in this prison. It looks like
Gwazo is here in the prison, but I do not know if that was true at the time. Even the man who was here now before me, I
think he knows about this, he talked about him. It was at that time when I was able to gather the, but the whole process
kept on going by the Council of Churches, here and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Now, by the International Committee of the Red Cross was, had this case, but this was one of their unsolved cases that
they had. I will really like the Commissioners to please contact the Red Cross so that the case can be reopened. Thank
you.

ADV NTSEBEZA: That is where I will end Kamela. The next one will be Pumla Gobodo next to me so that we can get
more from your wisdom.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Dumisa. To be quite one Thembu, that will also give me the opportunity to call you Kamela.
You must not talk about Dalamore, but we are very happy to have you here before the Commission. All those atrocities
that happened in the 1960's, it is obvious that the torture to our people started quite a long time ago. Now, you have
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come here to talk about the fact that you were arrested from 1958. Tell us how did it happen that you were wanted by



the Security Police?

MR SIGWELA: Thank you lady and all the Commissioners. In short, I am here to the Commission about a matter that
does not only concern me, it concerns a lot of us. We have been trying to consider this, about this matter. Even though
we did not come to a concrete conclusion, but when the Commission started we decided for us to take the lump out of
our throats, we must come to the Commission and say what is inside us. I am going to start about 1968.

In 1968 I was working at the Xhosa Development Corporation at that time. I was a work study assistant in the Xhosa
Development Corporation. Their offices use to be in the Vulenlela in the industrial section there. I was fetched in the
mornings by my Manager. He said I must come and study a certain construction that was here next to the hospital. Only
to find out there was a plan so that I must be taken out of where I was working. There was just another car that just
passed us by and that is how I was taken.

Once we got into the camp, which is now a Police Training College, they use to kick me on my chest. That was Mr
Brown kicking me. He was the Chief Investigator at that time because of the political issues.

MS GOBODO: Could you please tell us why you were taken?

MR SIGWELA: No, they had not told me anything at that time. They kicked me before they even said anything to me.
The only thing that he told me that that trade union of yours is af now. At that time I was still organising the trade union.
We use to call the Transkei General Workers Union. We use to organise everybody because it is because of the
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way workers use to be treated in Umtata, in all the workplaces in Umtata.

He slapped my face and he kicked me. He kicked me with mule kicks and when I was becoming weak, I could not even
stand anymore, the Captain stopped him. It was Captain Jacbos. He said no, no, stop. From there I was taken to the
township where I use to stay. That is where they searched my place. They found one of the people that I use to stay
with. Even though he never use to be there all the time. His name was Amos Yengisie. When he was fetched from the
house they kept on kicking him saying that he is a Russian.

While we were in prison they came again to search my house. They said they were using their, looking for a certain
secret writing ink. There was another lawyer called Mr Joyi. They were also asked about this certain writing ink. I was
quite shocked about this because I did not even know what was a secret writing ink. We were tortured because of this. I
do not even know whether they did get this ink, but briefly because I want to get into this point that I am here about.

We were arrested on the 26th of September 1968, but now in January we were transferred. We did not even know where
we were going, but there is something that I forgot to tell you. Another one who has been arrested was my uncle Joyi,
Chief Jamabantu Joyi. Today he is called Tolamveni Joyi. There were others who were arrested. I use to hear this from
the security who use to talk about them. I got this information from the security that they use to ask me, do you know
this so and so Laminie from Durban, Nobo and others? I said, no, I do not know these people. So I asked UMTATA
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how did this person come here, this Lingisie. I said, no, I do not know. The only thing I know about him is that he is a
salesman. So they said, no, it looks like now this one does not know anything. Then they said, but we wonder why you
do not know much. At that time they came with boats and ships which belonged to the English at the time. These were
the Intelligence Officers of the Umkhonto we Sizwe.



MS GOBODO: Is this what the security said to you?

MR SIGWELA: Yes, that is what the security told me, but among this whole group that was arrested I was picked out
together with Chief Jamabantu. We were put into leg irons and we were hand-cuffed as well. They took Sister Dogata
and Lingisie. Then we were all taken to a place that I do not know until we were put into Stimvaries van. On the
following day we were taken from the police cells. Just on our way out of the police station in Pietermaritzburg we saw
another truck. We were taken from this, another truck into the next one. I saw the way that they were greeting each
other. Lingisie was in pawn clothes and we were taken into Court in College Road in the Supreme Court in
Pietermaritzburg. We were made to line up and we were joined by another woman. I thought she was an identification
parade. Her name was Dorothy Neymbe. We were lined according to the numbers of our, of being accused. Number one
was accused was Nobowa, number two was Lingisie, number three was Lela Silaminnie and all those who were the ones
who came by boat. Number four was Lawrence Pokanogo, number five was Patrick Matanjane from Cape Town and
number six Dala Kutsulu. The one we keep on hearing about in the news. Number seven Silas Magotsie and number
eight was Johannes Sileka, number nine was Ezra
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Sigwela, that is me, number ten was Jonga Bantoskowe, number 11 was Sisa Dogata, 12 was Dorothy Neymbe.

This went on in Court. There were also witnesses Sir. There was also Gatsha Buthelezi. There were also others like
Makize. They were captured from Zimbabwe. Others were Mandla Nkosi. They use to tell about the battles that use to
happen in Zimbabwe and there others also from the Transkei.

MS GOBODO: Sorry Sir, when you said there were witnesses. Could you please tell us more about the case? This
particular case that you came to Court for and Gatsha's involvement.

MR SIGWELA: Our charges were charges were conspiracy to overthrow the State. Those were our charges. That is
now count number one. Count number two was military training and count number three were just the other things that
we were told that we use to do. Now, the first one was the first, this was the first case of the Terrorism Act. After the
Terrorism Act has been passed. The Act use to say the accused is presumed guilty until he or she is proved innocent. In
our case it was the reverse. So now this was the first time that we saw these Laws were not so civilized. All I want to do,
I am trying to drive into a point. Then we were sentenced under the Terrorism Act. Myself, in particular, I was charged
of harbouring especially Lingisie. They said to me they presumed that Lingisie has trained me. So I was also charged of
military training.

MS GOBODO: Sorry Sir, I would like to take you back. You said Lingisie was called Russian. When they said you
were being harboured, I just want to find out more. What is harbouring?
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MR SIGWELA: Now, in terms of the evidence tabled by the police and the other things that they said it was just
something that they said because they were angry when they took him from the township. They just said you Russian,
come over here, we are arresting you. At that time the community were watching and the people I was charged with
except myself and Sisa Dogata and Dorothy Neymbe and Jonga Bantoskowe, all these others were trained in the Soviet
Union and the other countries. Then some came back to Zimbabwe. They were involved in certain skirmishes from
Kwankie and other places. Some came in by boats. They came to overthrow this country and we did help them because
we helped them come through the harbour. The four of us plus another one and other charges. Like I said to you that the



military charges were also included in our case.

Then we were sentenced. I cannot remember when our case started, but I think it was in January. Then we were
sentenced on the 26th of March 1968. When we were sentenced the accused number two, that was Lingisie, was given
20 years because it looked like he worked too much here in the Transkei and the accused number one up to accused
number eight except Dalakola Lakulie, they were given 18 years and then number six which was Dalakola Lakulie and
myself, number nine, we were given ten years. Dorothy Neymbe was given 15 years, but Sisa Dogata was discharged.
After we were sentenced we just presumed that we were going to Robben Island and Dorothy` was going to the woman
prisons in Barberton or Kroonstad, but when, what happened was that we passed Pietermaritzburg, she was still with us.
We then realised that it is either we are going to the Free State or Pretoria. Then, ultimately, we went to Pretoria. That is
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where we were dropped Dorothy. It was now on the 27th, we dropped her at the new local prison in Pretoria. Then we
passed a little we went to the Central Prison in Pretoria. It was now at this time, it was only preserved for the ultimate
sentence, that is the death sentence. You would find it, it was only for blacks, that is now B. A was only for whites. The
hardened criminals of whites use to be kept there, but there were very few. There were very few whites who were
sentenced to death sentence. This prions was fully, fully occupied. We were called condemned prisoners.

Let me first start with this one. As we entered the prison we were received by a group of warders and the Commander
was the first one to say and the way we were ordered to stand. You could hear that this is another man now in command.
If you look at him on his face you could see a very vicious man. He use to have black hair and black beard and his eyes
were fiery. At this prison you use to have a flight of steps and when you get into the top level it was flat. We got into a
certain passage, when we got there he told us to hold still. Then were told to put, to go into a certain room. It is very
hard for me to say anything, to say the things that he said to us. The way he said to us that we must take off our clothes.
It was so rude I, personally, cannot be able to say it to you now. We could feel that we are in another land altogether.
There was no humanity whatsoever. We were naked and then we were ordered to march into the yard. We passed
Section C, we went to Section B. We got into the yard. We could hear that there are other people here, but most of these
cells were single cells. You could also see sometimes a cell with three people, but as you know that condemned
prisoners stay
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in single cells.

MS GOBODO: As you were walking naked were you going to join other prisoners?

MR SIGWELA: No, we were going to have single cells. We were going into the left of the yard. We could see that
these cells were ready for us. We were not in the cell in any order. When you get into a cell you would find that there
are clothes, very old and torn clothes.

MS GOBODO: Could you please tell us how did you feel as you marched into the cells as a naked man?

MR SIGWELA: But we felt like we were sub-human because there was no humanity in this place. We could feel that
we have been sentenced. We realised that we were going into another cycle. This was a cycle of torture, but we thought
that if you are already sentenced that is the ultimate sentence, but apparently that was not the end of it. We were still
going to be tortured. That was the end of our rights as humans. We got into the cells and we were so hungry and even



the food that we had, we left it in those vans. We could not even get anything under our, into our stomachs. There was
no appetite at all, but now I felt myself that I was hungry. There was another bench, a chair. You would get another
toilet and then you would have a small place where you can get your water and you would get your bed there. With
beds, if you look at this bed it was so, if you look at the blankets they would be transparent. When I felt at this bun that I
was supposed to eat, it was as hard as a rock and there was also a cup of tea, but it was not tea, it did not look like tea at
all so we did not touch it

all. So I thought in the morning when they brought breakfast, I thought we were going to get something warm to
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eat. You would, we were given a plastic bowl, the shape of that size. We were given watery porridge. You could even
see the base of the basin. When you get, if you want to get a spoonful you will have to collect bits and pieces of this
porridge-like food and out of this whole bowl of porridge I only got two spoons and that was the end of it. After that, of
course, I did not feel like I have eaten anything. Now, fortunately they brought something that looked like soup because
it was brownish, but it was so watery. I could not see anything else anywhere. It was brownish water and then it was
cold soup. It looked like water that has been washing dishes. I tried to stay just to see if there is anything thicker
underneath, but there was nothing and I did not even trust it. I got 16 mielies, kernels of corn, I ate these kernels one at a
time. There were 16, I even counted them and I was expected to be full after that. For dinner it was the same thing that I
got in the morning. That very thin, thin porridge. It was just a drop. It felt like, it looked like just a drop from a teaspoon
and a hardly square inch of cabbage and nothing else.

MS GOBODO: Sir, like you have said, as you were being forced into this place to be tortured. Could you please tell us
anymore torturing or ill treatment that you found, that you received at that time?

MR SIGWELA: When I got into this part, the food itself, in itself, that is torture in itself. The kind of food that we got
because if you are not given food that is torture in itself.

MS GOBODO: I understand. I meant physical torture.

MR SIGWELA: Oh yes. In the course of time there was assault, but I would like to start with the food. I am
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coming there. Now, at that time nobody has been assaulted yet. The torture that we received was, the last time when we
received it was when we were still in detention when we were tortured by electric shocks and so on. That was the end of
the first day, but it was so obvious that we have come now to a very different place.

After the guards have been left, after they have checked all the doors if they have locked. When the next shift we use to,
when the new guards would come in we use to ask each other if they could see what was going on, but we thought, ag,
this is just an initiation. We all, we thought that this was going to be over, but I am telling you the coming day and
another day and another day and it became now week after week it was the same thing. We ate the same food. After a
while we complained. When the officers arrived we started now to complain that we are hungry. We are starving in this
place, but nothing was done. Nothing was done. It was the same thing, but we were just locked up the whole day. We
did not even know what was going on and this kept on. It became a trend and we were never given any information.
Then later, now there was this pain that you use to have, this pang. We use to have pangs of starvation which was
continuous, day after day. If you were lucky you would fall asleep and then during your sleep you would not be able to



feel it, but in the morning when you wake up the first thing that greets you is this starvation. This went on until the end
of April. Each time we complained. No, but during this time, let me make an example.

Matanjane was complaining. When he came back Warrant Officer Potgieter who was a, he was in charge and Potgieter
is central to this whole thing that I am talking about here. UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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He is Warrant Officer Potgieter. He was promoted quite a lot and he is now in the high rankings now. He was in charge
of this. He came back and he bit one of my inmates. Potgieter burnt donkey pins on his head. This torture that I am
talking about now is, starts with the starvation because you can only live with food, but it is true that you can live with
other things, but please Reverend I will come to these things. These pangs of starvation went on and on and we realised
that now this is not going to end. The first officer to notice that there is something wrong and is dangerously wrong was
the Lieutenant who was in charge, Lieutenant I Stores, G I Store. He use to be the one who distributes toilet paper. He
use to come weekly. Every week he would still see that there were still toilet papers from the previous weeks because
we were not these toilet papers. There was nothing to go to the toilet for because we were starved. We stayed, some of
us, 20 days without going to the toilet because there is nothing, there is no urge for us to go to the toilet.

Now around May the others and myself, I started out to feel and see hazily. I could only see only not far from me
because now I started to feel hazy. I also started to feel dizzy. This started gradually and you would feel that now you
are sleepy and you started now to feel like you are dreaming and by June, I do not know whether I was dreaming a lot or
whether I was now dreaming more about food. This use to come more often. When I spoke to some of the psychiatrists
they use to say to me, you were beginning with hallucinations, this dreaming period. I was not the only one who use to
have these hallucinations, it was also the others, some of my inmates.
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You could not sit as I am sitting now on this chair now around June because of how weak we were. You were supposed
to lie on your back and you could not even stretch, you had to collect yourself and coil up yourself because those pangs,
those starvation pangs use to really hurt us. That is how we use to relieve the pain, by coiling ourselves while lying
down. If you tried to talk about what you are feeling to the other inmates you would find that even the others are
experiencing the same thing.

MS GOBODO: Could you please elaborate on your hallucinations? Was it during the day or was it during the night?
Could you please tell us what kind of experiences these were, what was happening?

MR SIGWELA: You would just, while you are sitting during the night, you would feel very weak and these
hallucinations would start now gradually. I would even dream about water running in the fields and I would even see
war and I would more and more often, I dreamt about food.

MS GOBODO: I just wanted to find out more. Were these dreams or were these hallucinations, things that the other
people could not see.

MR SIGWELA: No, but at that stage, I do not think that those were things that I could see really, but it came on quite
constantly and during the day most of the time. I know that even Lingisie also experienced the same thing. We all had
these hallucinations. Sometimes you would even dream about eating pork, but I do not know the whole process, but it
was very unusual when you take a nap and then you dream. We use to have these naps all the time, but it was because of
our weakness, we were so weak. What I am trying to tell you now is that by June, now I started to
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experiment because there was no other way. We knew that we are not going to get anymore food here.

Now by June, now before I come to this point. In the course of complaining one of the inmates was isolated. He was put
alone in his cell and this man ... It was just them only. They said they must bring knopkirries to beat him up. We could
hear the sounds, the sounds of him, he was being beaten up. We did not even know whether they were banging his head
against the wall or what.

MR SIGWELA: What was this man's name?

MR SIGWELA: His name was Lawrence Pokanogo from Pietersburg. After that it, apparently, was that his head was
swollen, totally swollen. He said at the end what helped him was he hid under the bunk, but at the beginning they really
did beat him up quite severely. This happened a few days after the Warder arrived who said to us, I have been sent by
the Commissioner of Prisons, he is Warder, the number of the, the name of the Warder was van der Westhuizen. He was
quite tall. He said, I am sent by the Commissioner of Prisons to look at the ten prisoners. So we said, yes, that is us, but
we were not sentenced to death. Then he said, but I found out now you are not given food, you are starving, I heard the
story. So he said the Law is going to take its course. Then van der Westhuizen tried to make a follow-up so that we can
get food only for a few days. During the time that he was still with us and, yes, that did happen. In fact, on the very day
that he arrived this man confronted him. He said give these men some food. He said, Warder, give these dogs some
food. Then he said, I heard that you are giving food to these dogs. Then van der Westhuizen said who are these dogs
you are talking

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

19 E SIGWELA

about? I said these communist dogs. He said these communist dogs, he said. No, van der Westhuizen said, no, but these
are prisoners, I am not looking at dogs. These are prisoners and then the Warder said, no, there is no food for these dogs.
At that time he was showing those fiery eyes. Then he said, what does the Law say. Then he said, so are you their
lawyer. So it is obvious that you are their lawyer. After a few days, now the, because van der Westhuizen did not have a
wreck he was now transferred into the Post Office. Now, because he was in charge of the prison he was just in, he
transferred van der Westhuizen and after that he was on our heads.

The starvation became worse. We were told that we were dirty. Then we were not given food again. The starvation kept
on and on. I am sorry, Brigadier Oukamp, that is late, but Brigadier Oukamp was the Chief of Security. He was looking
after the political prions. He use to say to Brigadier, these are liars. They have been trained by the communists, they are
not going to get anything to eat. Not even that two and a half spoons that they use to get. Now, they are not going to get
anything. Not even that drop that came from a teaspoon of gravy. I am just trying to show you how all this affected our
personality. We were not even ashamed of trying to clean up the bowl and clean up the bowl with your own finger. We
would wipe the bowl totally clean. Clean, you would wipe it clean with your finger. There would not even be anything
left on the ground because you wanted every droplet of food in this bowl. Now during this whole period I tried to find
out cannot we even try to eat floor polish and when I did try to eat it I discovered that it was tasteless. So I spat it in the
toilet.
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MS GOBODO: So is that how desperate you were to eat this floor polish?

MR SIGWELA: Yes, that is correct, but there is one thing

that was good about this whole thing. We felt like we were eating salads when we were eating toothpaste. He said, this
guy, I am the one measures all this rations. He said to us he does not know anything that was happening in the kitchen.
We never even had time to brush our teeth. We use to eat the toothpaste and then you would go to the water-well and try
to swallow that toothpaste with that water and that peppermint filling of the toothpaste, it use to taste so good. Then you
would feel that, yes, you have eaten something. Now that was toothpaste and water.

MS GOBODO: How did this starvation take place? How long did it take place?

MR SIGWELA: It was ten months and ten days. It went on up to 1970. As I have said, he went on starving us. Now, I
started to have serious problems. I had very sharp pains and I use to faint quite a lot. I use to perspire and I was under
the day that I thought now this is my, this is the last of my days. I pressed one of the bells because I felt like I was
fainting. While I was fainting some use to say to me, no, kneel down. They were trying to help me out. It was Lawrence
Pokanogo who use to help me out. I pressed the bell and this man came. I am telling you, I have never seen the devil,
but on that day I saw that devil that day. His eyes were fiery, he was not a human being. There was no human being like
him. He was so totally distorted by upper third and he was a beast. Then now that was the beginning of a conviction, an
untaming conviction in me. They use to say to me I am stubborn. I know Reverend Finca was my
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Chairman, I use to say to the Reverend, Reverend we must not give in. Come with me, we must not give in. I said if this
thing is turning human beings into this, now I have an obligation. Now I am going to be together with you Reverends.

Something crossed my mind which was we do not live only on bread. I know this is not in the scripts. He said to me we
also live on the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit from God that kept us alive. Now at the time I was trying to revive
myself. That is how I kept myself alive, that is how I revived myself because I was dying, but the Holy Spirit kept me
alive. When this man, should I call him this devil approached me he said to me, die you dog. When he was calling me a
dog of a devil I was looking at him and I was seeing the devil in him, but I said it is only God who will make me live
and it will be only God who will make me die. It will not be you. Even now that will to live that I had at that time, even
that scripture helped me out to live. Unfortunately, lady Commissioner, I do not know, I do not have the details. I do not
know when the pain that I had, I do not know when it faded out.

Then afterwards, now I discovered that people were becoming now violent. They started to say to me, no I am not going
to die for Tambo. Now at that time everybody now was convinced that we were dying. I have written here somebody.
There was another man call Umdala. He was a Senior Sergeant. Now the black policemen were not allowed to come to
our section. This Umdala use to just tiptoe and come to us just to see if we were still alive, all of us because now he
believed that we were now on the level where we were going to die. Even now I am still surprised at
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myself to see that there is flesh on my hands. You could even see the skeletons on our bodies. You could see the femes
in our legs. You could see the bones just beyond our skin. We were only skin and bones. You could even see the effect
of the concentration camps in the Germans. If you look back to that you would see that the treatment that we had was
exactly like the concentration camps in Germany. Sirius Magotsie use to have, he use to fall quite a lot because of the



effect of this water that we use to drink and at the same time Jonga Bantoskowe started to look very pale, but nobody
treated him, but he was just told he must die like that and we still lived through. I do not blame Dalamore when he said I
am not going to die for Tambo. When he said that I was the first to speak. I said now if you have wasted your time by
training in Russia thinking that you are going to come here and release Tambo, you are wasting your time. Even if you
did not come back from that training we were still going to continue and fight for our liberation. On the other hand
Linas Laminie said I do not want to die this slow death, I want to die now, now. He said if Oukamp comes in, when he
comes in I am going to grab him and I am going to ask him to please shoot me so that I can die. He did attempt this, but
we tried to stop this and we tried to talk to each other so that we must not have such spontaneity.

Those who were condemned to death were very worried about us. I have never seen something like this. Those who
were condemned to die, to be worried about the ones who are alive. They use to ask us, what have you done. They use
to say to us, we are murderers, we have killed people and we are going to be hanged and we are given food and when
we die UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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it is going to be quick, but what have you done? When you arrived here you were not like this, but look at you, you are
now skeletons. You are now looking like ghosts and this is all happening gradually in front of our eyes. These
condemned prisoners even use to steal food for us because they felt sorry for us. Unfortunately, they were caught when
they were doing this and they were severely beaten.

I remember I was passing by another cell and it was one of these who was sentenced to death. I could see drops of
blood. So we asked them to please ignore us. They must not care about our problem. We know that it is painful to us to
see that they are suffering because of us. Now until we decided that seeing that there is this feeling that there must be
sudden death, the better thing now for us is to accelerate our death. We did not like the fact that we knew that our people
are going to die and then in January 1970 on the 30th of January, it was Friday. That is when we decided. Now we
decided not to even eat that two spoons of food because after all we were on the verge of death anyway. So we decided
if now we do not eat for two days then we will die quickly. That is when now we started our hunger strike. We started
abandoning everything that was food and we use to know that now we are all going to die together. We will not leave
anyone behind. Then on Saturday this man shouted at us. He said, at that time there was food already. He said to us I am
not giving anything to those dogs today. Empty those bowls. He said lick these bowls. When they were, when my next
door was given his food he kicked it back to them. No, no, I think what happened was this Warder went back to the
Lieutenant who was in charge and then later that Saturday we were taken off these cells
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only to find out we were taken to Victor Verster Prison. Some prisoners were taken into the island, Robben Island. Now
that time they started to give us food. Chicken and other nice foods, but we got sick. Then we were all given, we were
taken to Robben Island and everybody was shocked when they saw us. Then we saw a District Surgeon. He was also
shocked when he saw us.

MS GOBODO: What was this Surgeon's name?

MR SIGWELA: No, I forgot his name now, but there are many people who know him, but if you keep in mind there
was another District Surgeon in Cape in February 1970. That man is the man who can give you the record of our
condition. He was asking us, where is your flesh, what happened to your flesh because now you look like skin and
bones. You will not be able to be fit for work for the whole year. You are supposed to be kept in a separate place so that
you can recover yourselves again. We stayed for 16 months in a block just aside and now we were trying now to
recover. That is when we recovered. After we recovered we were asked to go out so that we can stretch a little.



When we were in the island we were now free to communicate. We went to the Commissioner of Prisons, when he
detailed what I am talking to you now about, he must tell us how these butcher laws happened. Even the Prison Act, we
said we condemn this Act, the Prisons Act and there must be action taken by the Department against Potgieter. We use
to send some of the Officers, were also part of this and we said this Head of Security who was Brigadier Oukamp at the
time. It is very unfortunate that he has died now. He came back to us and said why do you stab me in the back, why did
you betray me? We said, but we did complain to you, but UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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you did not do anything. So this is why we wrote this memorandum. Now this was already after we have sent the
memorandum. It is supposed to be in the Prison Department unless it has been shredded. I am sure Mr Mzimela should
have it in his department unless it was thought it was offensive and it was shredded and thrown away, but now that is
the story I came to bring to the Commission. Thank you.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Sir. You have enlightened us about a kind of torture which we have not looked into. We
have been looking at other kinds of torture like physical torture, but now it looks like you were psychologically tortured.
Thank you very much.

MR SIGWELA: There is one more point I wanted to raise. About Lawrence Pokanogo, I think he suffered internally,
especially psychologically threw his beatings on the head. When we went back to prison he was not alright at all and I
am talking about a person who was doing his third year of Medicine, of B.Sc. My perception of him was that this is a
bright fellow. He became a psychiatric case because he was too severely beaten. What made things worse was to be put
in a cell alone. He was put in a special section. He tried to commit suicide by cutting his throat. I met him again in
Durban in an ANC Conference, but I did not really take a close look at him, but he is not at the same level that he use to
be. His performance as a human being is not the same. It has come down totally, but I think now he is not a stable
person anymore. I just wanted to mention that part about him.

MS GOBODO: Are you saying this because you want us to meet him? Did you ever meet him, did you ever talk to him
about coming to the Commission?

UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 

26 E SIGWELA

MR SIGWELA: Because we are scattered, no I did not meet him, but this other one that I have said he was called a
Russian, he is now a Brigadier in the Army in Pretoria. He once called me, he was interested in us taking this case to the
Commission, but even now I do not even have his phone number, but I even heard that he had called me again last
week, but unfortunately we cannot contact each other properly. Our aim was to contact all of us, but unfortunately it was
impossible, but we did not want to lose more time. So I never met him, but he is one of the people who would really
appreciate this because at the time when I was released from prison he did make a request that I should write about
things like this, but he thought that I should just write something like a book about our whole experience, but it is
unfortunate that that whole project is still in process even though it started at a time prior to my torture.

MS GOBODO: Sir, you mention people like Brown, Jacobs and Potgieter. Now, if you would meet them now what
would you say to them?

MR SIGWELA: Lady Commissioner, I have been asked this question before. When I was talking to certain Churches in
America and Canada where I was sent by these Chairmans in 1986, when I use to talk about our experiences under
apartheid they use to say, but why are you smiling when you are talking about your painful experiences which make us
cry? I use to say because it hardened me and I was convinced that these people were turn into devils by apartheid. This
is why I am committed into destroying apartheid, but I know now we are not now fighting in the valleys physically.
They are not switching off our
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electricity like they use to do now. Now the struggle is right there in the Government, in the corridors of power. It was
now it was up and under between us and the Boers and even now I am still committed to the struggle until we live in a
true democracy.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much Sir and I think it is very important that you acknowledge the pain of the past so
that we can embrace the future, that we can work towards making sure that the errors of the past are not repeated. Thank
you. I am going to hand over to the Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Pumla, anymore questions? Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: What I am going to ask is just something small. It may look insignificant, but it is very important. I am
thinking about your trip. When you were from Natal how many stops did you, you were on your way to Pretoria, how
many stops did you have and when you stopped what did you do?

MR SIGWELA: From Durban, as the male prisoners, we stopped at Pietermaritzburg then we picked up Dorothy. Then
from there we stopped at Ladysmith and that was the end of it. We were put in the police station in the cells, but we do
not know what they were doing there and we do not know what these people who were with us and these other women
who were with Dorothy were doing there, but we were put in cells. Then from there, from Ladysmith we were taken
straight to Pretoria. So what I can say is that from Natal we went to Pretoria nonstop.

DR MGOJO: Did you get a chance to pass water?

MR SIGWELA: The last time we got a chance to pass water was in Ladysmith.

CHAIRPERSON: MEC Sigwela, we have listened with shock and with dismay. If you did not have the list of these
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witnesses in front of us here, people would think that, no, you are telling the tale. You have moved the people who are
in this hall. Even those who are lucky enough to listen to this over the radio. I am sure you have moved many South
Africans. I know you as a humble person. I never knew why you have continued to be humble after you have become
important. I know now. You have been through a lot which will keep your feet firmly rooted on the ground. You know
the price that has been paid for this liberation. We are fortunate to have people who are in power, people who have been
baptised in this kind of suffering because then I believe that with them in power we will have the quality of leadership
that will ensure that this liberation is treasured. Thank you for your testimony. We wish you God speed as you go back
to your work.

------------------------------
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DATE: 18/20-06-96 NAME: BISHOP TIYA

CASE: EC0239/96 UMTATA

DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Good morning, Mr Sandi to lead the witness.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I just want to make sure that on the Tiya
family side, we would like to know who is giving evidence - is it the mother or
father who is going to give evidence, because during our lunch Mrs Tiya stated
that although it is Bishop Tiya who has given the statement he preferred that
she will take over and give evidence because she is trying to protect his
husband who is ill, so Mrs Tiya.

MRS TIYA: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: Could you please take an oath. Please stand up.

MRS TIYA: (sworn states).

MR SANDI: Mrs Tiya, you said you are staying at Zandukwana at Libode. Aga is
your son, was your son?

MRS TIYA: Yes, Aga was my son.

MR SANDI: When was he born?

MRS TIYA: He was born on the 30th January 1963.

MR SANDI: 30th January 1963.

MRS TIYA: Yes, 30th January 1963.

MR SANDI: According to the statement here, did you say Aga was attending school
or was a student in 1980 here in the University of the Transkei?

MRS TIYA: Pardon me. Aga started to be a scholar at St. Patricks. He did his
matric at Zingiza School. If I can remember very well about his political
involvement the teacher from Zingiza came to report that he was arrested and
detained. During that time there was a curfew but it was reported that he was
with some of the people who who are not attending school and they were outside
the school premises. What he said, he said, the child has reported that he will
skip the country and then he said the teacher there he would not give this
information to the police. So they said they didn't see anybody else except the
fact that it was said the child should not mix with the other people who are
politically minded and then he completed his matriculation here at Zingiza.

MR SANDI: You said Aga was a student here at UNITRA where we are holding these
hearings. Did you say the other day the Police came to ask for him? Can you
please take it from there and proceed with your statement.



MRS TIYA: Yes, the Police came and they said they are looking for Aga and they
said they didn't find him at UNITRA and it is almost two weeks that they are
looking for him. We knew when we last did see him and we knew that he came to
request money for school fees and then he was given this money. He came to pay
amount of money, so we were surprised to learn that he was not here for two
weeks. So when we stated that, they left without any much to say. After two days
they came again. It was in 1984 when they reported back to say that Aga is not
at school. They gave us information that he is in Lesotho and they stated that
they have received information that he was a very threatening person and he was
a threat to the Government of the Transkei. They stated that, they were just
giving me information that the Security Police were supposed to detain him when
he left the country. But it was also stated that the Police wanted to kill him.
It was also stated that he jumped over the fences and didn't go properly from
school. It was also further mentioned that he communicated with the people
across the borders who were also politically minded. They also said you must be
able to assist us to get him. If you know that you have relatives in Lesotho
please pass the message that we would like to see him because he has caused a
lot of problems in the Transkei but they promised that they wouldn't do anything
to him. After they left we just kept quiet because we didn't even know about the
Lesotho. They were harassing for quite a long time after that a certain Mr
Tengwa came in and we were at the funeral at Charlie's place in Ntlolo. Charlie
had a wife who was from the family of the Matanzima and Matanzima family were
also attending the funeral. The people watched me as I was being dragged along
and being pushed to the car which was next to the crowds. They wanted me to go
and this the statements and how was Aga transported or taken away to Lesotho.
They wanted every information about Aga. Wanted to know about his friends and
everybody who was related to him. They wanted me to write down everything. I did
as they expected me. I also mentioned that he used to accommodate some of the
people to be at our place. When he was still at a school in Ngiza he used to
come and request accommodation for his friends. And we were not surprised about
that because we liked his friends. Their father was injured when he was operated
upon on the head, so they requested that I should assist because Mr Matanzima
says he wants the child Aga - in other words he wants the child to be fetched
from were he is. I then requested permission from my husband to go to Lesotho
and then my father said he will never do that - he will never allow me to send
my child to the Police. It was clear that they knew he was being in Lesotho to
take along everything and the ideologies of the ANC. At the end we had to go to
Lesotho. We mentioned this to our friends and then we stated how we felt about
all this and what was happening and we were ordered that we should take him
along and fetch him from Lesotho. We stayed for two days and then we came back
we reported that we were unable to trace him. There were some Security who were
at Nkombu who used to come fortnightly and check what was happening around us.
They were harassing us in other ways. When we came back again they came along
and visited us. We gave them the information that we just met some of the
children who are able to speak Xhosa and the children tried to explain that we
were looking for Aga. We were cross-questioned by these children at Lesotho and
then we stated that we were informed and given orders by the King that we should
be able to trace him back and take him back to the Transkei. So these girls that
we met in Lesotho informed us about another spot where they used to see some of
the youth who used to stay there. When we visited this place it looked deserted
during the night - apparently it was not utilised at night. Somebody informed us
that if we should go there we were informed that we could get into trouble
because somebody has conveyed the message that we were dogs, because we came
from Matanzima's place.

MR SANDI: Did you see Aga.

MRS TIYA: No. He had disappeared totally. Nobody knew anything about him.

MR SANDI: Did you get any information about where he did go or what happened to
him.

MRS TIYA: We didn't get much about him, it was only the Reverend who was a Roman
Catholic who was from Zimbabwe and she also used to visit Tanzania. In 1990 this



Reverend, in 1987 he brought a letter stating that there was one child who was
Tanzania attending school there. We were requested that we should accommodate
this child from Tanzania so we suspected that this Reverend was the one who was
organising all this. It was stated that these child who is in Tanzania was a
child to Aga. There was nothing that could prove that and it was also clear that
maybe the Priest could also assist to get this child. ...(indistinct) day, I
couldn't see him because it was said that he was at the intensive care unit, but
after that I wanted to see him when he was discharged from this unit.

MR SANDI: Do you say that he was discharged from hospital?

MRS TIYA: Yes, he was discharged from hospital and then at the end he was able
to speak. He was arrested again and was taken to Wellington.

MR SANDI: How long did he stay in jail?

MRS TIYA: Since 1988 he was detained for - from 1988 to 1990 October he was
released on bail and there was an order that he was to appear in court in
February.

MR SANDI: How long did he stay in the hospital before he was charged for
Terrorism Act?

MRS TIYA: I've forgotten a bit about that, but I think he was released in
hospital and then a charge was laid against him in 1989. I cannot remember
whether he spent eight months in the hospital.

MR SANDI: OK. Never mind if you can't remember, it is not a problem. Who was
defending his case?

MRS TIYA: The Minister of Justice presently, who is Dullah Omar was the one who
was his lawyer.

MR SANDI: Were you able to attend the Court proceedings?

MRS TIYA: We were unable to do so. Even if we weren't there we were never
expected to come in, we were prohibited from getting inside - we were always
outside the court room.

MR SANDI: What happened to the accusations that were lodged against him?

MRS TIYA: Someday, some people from the Goza family came in and saying he was
wanted, he was then taken to Court and it was said that the case was withdrawn
against him and it was just after the unbanning of the Organisations. All the
Political Organisations.

MR SANDI: Did you say in 1990 and 1991 you learnt that he was shot dead and was
brought along by some people?

MRS TIYA: Shot, no, I cannot remember that he was shot.

MR SANDI: No, what I mean is when he was shot dead what happened?

MRS TIYA: It was in 1992 in January. We didn't hear anything from anybody about
his death, but there were rumours that Aga was found next to the Roman Catholic
- he was alone in a car and he was shot dead.

MR SANDI: Did you find his body and where did you find it?

MRS TIYA: Yes, his body was found but I was so much affected and I don't know
what happened.

MR SANDI: During the funeral can you remember what happened during the funeral -



were there any police present. Were you able to proceed well without any
problems with the funeral? OK. You can take your time - we will wait for you.

MRS TIYA: There was nobody to come to give us the bad tidings - all we had was
that he was at the mortuary and then we went there.

MR SANDI: Mrs Tiya, I don't want you to get into too much details about all what
happened that day. I don't want to evoke more pain from you as you are already
experiencing now. I would just like to ask one question. I don't say you must
mention names, but I would just like to know was there anybody who came to
report that he has any knowledge about what happened to say that he was present
when this happened, is that so?

MRS TIYA: Yes, there was somebody who stated that he wants to come to the Truth
Commission because he was present when this happened. The person said he would
like to come here to the Truth Commission and it was stated that we would visit
him, but that person denied flatly and said he has never said anything about
being there.

MR SANDI: In other words, you are saying this person is denying any knowledge
about what happened?

MRS TIYA: Yes, this person is denying.

MR SANDI: OK. Let's proceed. Was there any inquest in connection with this.
Maybe to have any suspects brought to Court?

MRS TIYA: There were not even investigations, nobody was ever charged for what
happened.

MR SANDI: In other words, if I understand you very well, amongst the requests
there at home, you would like the Truth and Reconciliation Commission should
investigate and make a follow-up of who was there and who were the perpetrators
who could cause this brutality.

MRS TIYA: Yes, if it has powers, I would like that to do that. We were very
disappointed because not even the members of the ANC could come and find out if
they can give us any assistance.

MR SANDI: Is there any other request that you would like to present to the
Commission?

MRS TIYA: Yes, there is. We would like that if the child who is in Tanzania
could be brought back again. We would be very grateful because if this child had
already being with us and then the mother took the child away again. We regard
the child as the heir to the family.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you could say to us before I can hand over to the
Chairperson?

MRS TIYA: The explanation is that the people wanted to make us a tombstone, we
as family we wanted to go to the office of the ANC so that they can assist us
with these arrangements but because I always forget, I am a forgetful person, I
forgot to make a follow-up about that.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any lawyer for what happened to your son?

MRS TIYA: Yes, we did go to the Sangoni lawyers to get assistance but even at
the police, nobody could state how this took place. Nobody ever knew what
happened to our son.

MR SANDI: Do you think maybe you have left out anything that you would have
liked to be presented here at the Commission? If you have something, you can



please state it now. If there is none, then I can hand over to the Chairperson.

MRS TIYA: As my husband is now ill, when he was arrested and the day when my son
was also arrested, my husband was also assaulted and they made his condition
worse - they aggravated the situation and he is now amnesiac. We have a doctor
who is our family doctor as he is suffering from amnesia - when he is disturbed
my husband is always under pressure and is unable to think properly. Dr Mtankulu
is our family doctor.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Tiya - if there are any things that you would
like to present for what you can still do that when my colleagues will be asking
questions. Thank you very much. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I'd like to find out from Elias first. When he talks about the re-
investment, what does he mean? Does he mean compensation or does he mean that he
could get assistance, medical assistance?

MR NTSHINGA: I want to be compensated.

MR SANDI: OK. Thank you very much. I'd like you to give us information, what do
you mean when you say you should be reimbursed, do you want medical assistance
or do you want the cost to be paid?

MR NTSHINGA: My eardrum has been ruptured and my eye, my right eye, the nerves
have been snapped so I would like assistance in that regard.

MR SANDI: OK. Thank you very much.
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_________________________________________________________

REV XUNDU: Before I make you take the oath I would like to say it is already late. We thank you for your patience to
sit for the whole day and wait until your turn comes so that your story can be heard by others. Your story about the
violation of your human rights can be heard by the country and the whole people here so that people can be able to hear
how you were also violated and perhaps to be reparated. I would ask you to please stand so that you can the oath.

VUYANI ISAAC TOMTALA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Please sit down. Over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend Xundu. We will ask Mr Ntiski Sandi to guide you.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Mr Tomtala are your full names Vuyani Isaac Tomtala? Is that correct?

MR TOMTALA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Do you reside at Glibi street in Kankaliswe in Umtata?

MR TOMTALA: That is correct.

MR SANDI: In short your name, your story as I understand it, you have been assaulted and tortured by police in
Botswana and here in South Africa during the times you have been coming in and out of jail as a member of the ANC.
Is that correct?
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MR TOMTALA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Let us begin in the year that you have joined the ANC and did you say that before you joined the ANC
were you a member of the Muslim faith?

MR TOMTALA: Yes, that is correct Sir.

MR SANDI: And as a member of the Muslim faith you were involved with the ANC members who influenced you to
join the ANC?

MR TOMTALA: Yes, that is definitely correct Sir.



MR SANDI: Did these ANC activists recruit you to join the ANC while you were still in Cape Town? Were these Mr
Gila and Mr Noposwa? Where are they now?

MR TOMTALA: Mr Gila was killed in Philippi police station in 1960. That was the time when lots of people were
being killed and other leaders. At the time I was still eight years old.

MR SANDI: Could you please tell us shortly about the time you were arrested in Botswana. Who arrested you and
under which Acts? Again I would like to ask what was the contribution of the South African Police during your arrest in
Botswana?

MR TOMTALA: Sir, I was arrested by the South African Police who said they were sent by Sergeant Rawl who ordered
them to torture me. I even was, I lost my mental ability. Even now I am still trying, I am still getting treatment. I am
suffering from neurosis.

MR SANDI: You said while you were still in exile you were in dangers. I am sorry, you had a car accident and you said
the South African Police were also involved in this.

MR TOMTALA: Yes, that is correct, Sir, together with the Intelligence.
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MR SANDI: And in 1973 did you come back to South Africa? Were you now terrorised by the police at the time?

MR TOMTALA: In 1973 things got better, but I was still under inspection by the police.

MR SANDI: Did you have any documents? How did you come back to South Africa?

MR TOMTALA: I came back to South Africa legally.

MR SANDI: And again in 1974 you decided now to go back to Botswana. Did you have the necessary papers at the
time?

MR TOMTALA: Yes, I did. At the time I was from my commanders like Jerem Bully who was still alive today and
Bolden Umshlandi.

MR SANDI: Where are these people now?

MR TOMTALA: Mr Bolden Umshlandi and Jerem Bully, the last time I met them they were in Botswana.

MR SANDI: Can I just ask about the papers that allowed you get, to cross the borders. How did you get those papers?
Did they know that you were a member of the ANC and you also were communicating with the other members abroad?

MR TOMTALA: I have half brothers and half sisters and during a war, I am going to tell you now. I am going to tell
you this now. If a woman in the war does not give herself up she is being raped. Now what I am trying to tell you is I
have been tortured by the South African Security Branches together with the Transkeian Police under K D Matanzima.

MR SANDI: Now in your statement you are talking about the ANC and the military training that you received. Can the
Commission meet anyone who could say that you also, you tortured that person or who was with you when you were
tortured?
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MR TOMTALA: Sir, about the military training, this is still a secret because we are still not free so I am not going to
divulge my military training. I am well versed in politics. MR SANDI: Let us come back to the issue. You said you
were stabbed three times on your back while you were still in the police custody.

MR TOMTALA: Yes, I was tortured and I was even tied around my neck by a rope and I was made to hang and there
were bricks that were tied on me while I was hanging from the roof.

MR SANDI: And the last time that you were coming back to South Africa during all these occasions that you were
going to Botswana, going to, coming back to South Africa and again going to Zambia. Then on the last time that you
came back to South Africa and you did not come back, when was that?

MR TOMTALA: It was now 1975. Now that was the time of the unrest in Cape Town. I was in Cape Town as well. At
the time I use to report to Sergeant Rawl who use to talk to me between South Africa and Botswana borders. I use to
report to him every Monday. He disclosed about my presence to the other investigators. When I got here I met
policemen like Dingana and Boy.

MR SANDI: Were you with your sister in Cape Town. The one who you said she was sent to the Transkei, where is she
now?

MR TOMTALA: She is now in Cape Town Sir.

MR SANDI: Please elaborate. Why did you go to Bordersdal Building?

MR TOMTALA: I use to report to Norwood at the Bordersdal Building and such that when there was this change in
South Africa I decided to make myself stupid. I use to go again every Monday to report like I use to do. When I got
there
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I saw Lieutenant Boy. I said to Lieutenant Boy, Lieutenant Boy, today is Monday, have you forgotten, I have come here
to report to you.

MR SANDI: What were you reporting to Boy?

MR TOMTALA: I reported my presence here in South Africa because I was told that I was a terrorist.

MR SANDI: But at the end did the police stop terrorising you, torturing you when the new Government in the Transkei
started?

MR TOMTALA: Yes Sir, that is correct, but when on the other day when I went to Lieutenant Boy, at the time now
there was this new interim period Government. I went to Lieutenant Boy and I told him I am here to report. Then
Lieutenant Boy said, no, but we have a new Government now. I said, is that so, but I use to come here every Monday to
report to you. So I said to him, yes I know, I am aware that there is a new Government, but I have not seen any rights
that you are supposed to come to me as a human, but this has only, I have not seen any change. I said to him ...

MR SANDI: Sir, Mr Tomtala I would like to interrupt you there. If you remember well, we would like to shorten this
because we are running out of time. Are these the highlights you said you were going to talk about today? Have you
mentioned all your highlights?



MR TOMTALA: No Sir, I have not said everything yet.

MR SANDI: Mr Tomtala we are in a problem now because we are running out of time. Could you please tell us your
last point.

MR TOMTALA: I am alone at home. I have other half brothers and half sisters. I have another brother who died in
prison. My surname is Tshongawye because my parents were
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not married. My brother, Cheligele Tshongane, died in prison. He was burnt because he was, he died between the fight
of the ANC and the PAC.

MR SANDI: In other words you are trying, what do you want the Commission to do for you?

MR TOMTALA: I would like compensation from the President's Fund because at the moment nobody wants to employ
me and, again, I would like the Commission to please investigate about the death of my half brother who disappeared in
Zambia after being tortured by the Boers at Caledon Square in Cape Town. In 1962 he went to Zambia and the last letter
that we received from him, Sir, was he said he was at Ketwe in Zambia at Copperbelt.

MR SANDI: Mr Tomtala, the Commission thanks you very much for the story that you have told us and I know that I
do not have to tell you again that we are running out of time. Thank you very much. I am now going to hand over to the
Chairperson. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Any further questions? Thank you Mr Tomtala. I hope that the Investigation Unit will again visit you
to find out more details about the things that you have said about your brother. We have investigators of this region who
are listening to this. Thank you very much. Thank you Sir.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson I would like to have just one minute to thank all of you, all of you who are here
today and those who have already left for supporting the Commissions of, the hearings of the Commission here in
Umtata which I think they were a wonderful success. I would also like to thank Dr Mgojo and my colleague right next
to me Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza for coming to help us out here
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in this hearing in Cape Town. Again I would also thank our, my colleagues Tiny Maya and Mr Sandi for taking this
very difficult work of preparing for the hearings and sitting for them.

I would also thank the Reverends who has done something that we have not seen in the other regions and I hope that it
is going to be copied by the other regions. The Reverends here in Umtata have been wonderful in providing daily
support to the people who have been coming before the hearings. They have been organising themselves ever since
counselling the victims during the hearing. I would also like to thank the students, the representatives of the students,
the SRC, who acted together with our staff members as facilitators for this hearing.

Lastly I would like to thank our staff of the TRC, the staff that is here and that is not here as well, for all the work they
have done today here in Umtata and the other days. Again, I would also like to thank the security and the police for
securing our hearings the way that they have. We have had a very peaceful hearing. There was not even a single bomb
scare just like we had encountered in East London. We also thank University of the Transkei for providing this venue.



We thank the Chancellor and Council and everybody who is in the authority here for the way that they have welcomed
us.

Lastly we would like to have all those who made these hearings in Umtata to be possible and the people who were
responsible to come before us to tell us their stories. It is because of them that we have got this Commission today. We
here to serve them, we are here as their servants. We thank them very much. Thank you for your patience as well.
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It is wonderful that this time we have got so many people. ------------------------------
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DATE: 20.06.1996 NAME: ZOLA TWALO

CASE: EC0128/06 - UMTATA

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We will hand over to Reverend Xundu to call the next witness. Now I would like to welcome
officially Dr Makodo, a Commissioner from Natal, who has visited us today in this hearing in Umtata. Dr Makodo we
welcome you. We are blessed by your presence with us. We feel strengthened, encouraged, loved and affirmed that you
have take the time to be with us. Over to you Mcebisi.

REV XUNDU: Commissioner, I would like to call Zola Twalo to the stand please. With your permission, I would like
to welcome you Zola. The liberation that we have today, you have paid for it quiet dearly. People have lost their loved
ones in the different households. Some lost their wives and, especially in this case, you have lost your brother. He was
also involved in the struggle for the liberation of our country and for our people, but he got ill treatment while they were
in the custody of the police. We thank you for coming forward so that you can tell the Commission and the country as a
whole. The main aim of the Commission is to when you tell your story so that the whole country must know that things
like this should never happen again. We must stop this disdainful thing that happened in the past, the struggle for power.
These things must never happen again. We thank you very much for coming to us and share to us what happened to
your brother. I am going now to ask you UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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to stand.

ZOLA TWALO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman, over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya will guide the witness.

MS MAYA: Mr Twalo Zola, according to the statement that we have here you are going to give evidence about the
disappearance of your brother, Gwazo Twalo. Could you please tell us who Gwazo Twalo was. First tell us who you are
and your home. What kind of a home it was.

MR TWALO: My name is Zola Twalo. I am a younger brother to Gwazo Twalo. First I am going to thank the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission for such a touching work that they are doing. The last time I saw my brother, Gwazo, it was
1970 when he was going to Wentworth where he was going to start doing his medical studies. The report that I heard
was around June in 1972 while he was still at Wentworth. He crossed the borders because he was trying to continue
with the struggle for the liberation of our people. In 1980 when I had visited Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza while he was
arrested. That is when I got the report that my brother had died.

According to the report it seems like there was a conflict at Aliwal North and Herschel. Apparently he was one of the



people who was taken by the policemen and they put him in the Central Prison in Pretoria. Now the authorities of the
prison, they put him in the dongas and that was the end of him. There were lots of rallys in Umtata because of the
disappearance of people. People who disappeared at their homes and their workplaces.

There is something that I would like the Commission to do to help me out. It is to investigate because it is
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obvious that is the responsibility of the Security Police of South Africa and the Transkei. There is another honourable
man, MEC Ezra Sigwela, who can also have an interest in the case. He actually asked that he could be contacted so that
he can try to help out with this case. As we speak today we do not even know what happened to his bones.

MS MAYA: Thank you Zola. I would like us to go back a little. In your statement you said Gwazo, he was a member of
the student organisation called SASO. How much do you know about his membership of the SASO organisation? What
kind of things that he use to do? How did he contribute in the struggle especially as a member of SASO?

MR TWALO: As I have said the last time I saw him he was on his way to Wentworth, but now I could at I could see
that he had SASO t-shirts and he use to distribute SASO t-shirts to people. So I believe that he was an active member.

MS MAYA: Another thing you said, you have been told by Dumisa Ntsebeza that your brother has been disappeared. Is
this the Dumisa Ntsebeza here in front of you, one of the Commissioners that you are talking about?

MR TWALO: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: How did he tell you this because you said you were going to see a prisoner? So, how did you see Dumisa
Ntsebeza?

MR TWALO: Dumisa Ntsebeza was one of my friends. We use to meet quite a lot.

MS MAYA: Is he the prisoner?

MR TWALO: Yes, he was the prisoner.

MS MAYA: Mr Twalo, at the time when you were talking to Mr Ntsebeza, when was the last time you heard about
Gwazo and where was he at the time?
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MR TWALO: According to my knowledge, which is not much, I realised that he has been based in Lesotho.

MS MAYA: Is there any knowledge, you know of his transference back to South Africa?

MR TWALO: For him to be in a South African prison, it was because of the conflict that was in the Aliwal North area
or Herschel which was where he was arrested.

MS MAYA: Did he give you any other details about the fact that he was in the prison? Did he ever tell you anything
else about this, except this conflict that was in Herschel.



MR TWALO: No, nothing else.

MS MAYA: Were there any other means that you tried to make? Maybe to contact the authorities of the jail just to find
out what happened to him as a person who was now, who were you told that he is in jail?

MR TWALO: No, I did not make any steps to try and find out except that I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

MS MAYA: Could you please now tell us about your request as a family? How can we help you out as the
Commission?

MR TWALO: My request to the Truth Commission is to please investigate for me. As I have said that Mr Ezra Sigwela
has an interest in this case. He would like to say something. During the 1980's those people, the authorities who were
there in the 1980's, they were the ones, they are the ones who can tell. They are the ones who can tell us where are his
bones.

MS MAYA: Do you have anything else, Mr Twalo, that you would like to say? Perhaps just try to go back to your
memory and think if there is anything else that you would like to say.
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MR TWALO: No, there is not anything else other than just finding the bones of my brother.

MS MAYA: Thank you Zola. I am now going to hand you over to the Commissioner so that if there is anyone among
my colleagues who wants to ask you a question, can do so. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla Gobodo. Thank you Zola.

MS GOBODO: I remember very well Gwazo's story because we use to grow up together. It was something that he use
to make us wonder quite a lot. Could you please tell us clearly so that we can have clarity about the details that you have
mentioned. You said before the first time you heard about the disappearance and the death of your brother was, you
heard this from Dumisa Ntsebeza who was in jail at that time. Could you please tell us more, why was Dumisa Ntsebeza
arrested so that this can be recorded as well. Why was he arrested? That is now Dumisa Ntsebeza.

MR TWALO: Mr Ntsebeza at around 1976. He was also part of the struggle. He was also trying to fight for the
liberation of the country.

MS GOBODO: In other words he was a political prisoner at the time when you visited him. Thank you. Last question.
The knowledge that he had about Gwazo, how did he get it? How did Mr Ntsebeza know about Gwazo? Could you
please tell us more about that so that we can have clarity. It could help us in our investigation.

MR TWALO: What I can is that when you are inmate, from where he was, which was now in Mount Fletcher, there was
communication between him and us here in Umtata.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Zola.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So, in other words Mr Twalo, what you are
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really saying is that among the things that we can do for you is to find out from Mr Ntsebeza himself more details about
how did he get this information about your brother. Perhaps he can tell us more.

MR TWALO: Yes, that is correct.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You also mentioned Mr Sigwela's name. You also said that he also is interested in giving
evidence about this case. Now, in short, according to your knowledge do you know what he is going to talk about?

MR TWALO: Even though I have not met him personally, Ezra Sigwela, he is one of our family members, but in my
suspicion I know that he does have knowledge about what happened. Knowledge from inside the prison. I think he
could have knowledge about this.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Does Mr Sigwela know that you are going to talk about him today?

MR TWALO: While I was in Bisho I did try to make contact so that I can speak to him, but his colleagues said, no, I
cannot talk to him because he was very busy, but now I did submit his name to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in East London.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Twalo, thank you very much for your story. It is a rather painful story for losing your brother.
You have put it clearly in, quite briefly, but quite clearly. Thank you very much, but when Mr Ezra Sigwela is giving his
evidence later on today, I would please ask the respectable Commissioner to please include the fact that you have also
mentioned this. Alright, now so that the investigation unit had headed by the Dumisa Ntsebeza can be able to follow this
up. So that I can find out more about this case.
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In fact, we are going to call Mr Sigwela so that he can be the first one after the break. We are going to take a break now
for ten minutes, ten to 15 minutes then we will return at 11 o' clock exactly.

------------------------------
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DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: The next witness is Teddy Williams. Please take the stand.

TEDDY EDWARD "MWASE" WILLIAMS: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Williams ...(indistinct) and even today when we were talking this
morning you stated that you have a long history to give to the extent that you
would like to touch and highlight the most important details about your history,
is that so. I'd request you to briefly give us details about what happened so
that you can give us all the things that you know about, just tell us the
highlights and briefly state everything that you think is most important. I
would like you especially to explain on everything that you think is very
important to you.

MR WILLIAMS: Firstly, I would like to thank and express my pleasure to have this
opportunity to come here so that I do not hibernate and bottle up all the pain
that I have endured for all these years. I'd like also to thank all the people
who gave me support and those who have took the initiative so that we are here
today and have these hearings. I would also like to thank the people of South
Africa for giving support to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. There is a
lot I could have like to have said but I know it would - I could compile a book,
would sleep and wake up again but I will try to be as brief as much as possible
so that I do not bore you with all the details. Some of the things I won't state
- in short, I would like to speak in English so that I can express myself as
much as possible because I know that I could do that properly if I express
myself in English. In 1953 at old location - Witbank, under the name of Teddy
Edward Williams, my grandmother was Alice Cockrell and the father Teddy Williams
Mwase. Some of my parents to the name of my grandfather and then they called
themselves Williams. The others remain as Mwase. We stayed or had a home at
Alexandra Township - 6th Avenue, this is where I grew up until my parents
divorced and my mother was given custody of the children. I came here in the
Transkei in 1964. I grew up in the Transkei under my mothers care, schooled in
Transkei and then in 1970 I went to Johannesburg, Soweto. I was in the strike at
Clugberry Institution that protested against the ill-treatment by the
authorities there. We were taken to Ngobo and some of us were questioned, some
where just beaten up or given lashes, this is where I started to have doubts
about the present authorities.

Being fed up with the life around I went to Soweto, Johannesburg to look for a
job, despite the fact that I had a scholarship, I don't know whether this was a
calling or what. I have a free scholarship to continue my education. I had
completed Std. 8 in Clugberry and went to Soweto. At Soweto my parents, my
father's sisters and brothers encouraged me to continue schooling. I went to
Coronationville High School, even there I wasn't satisfied with schooling, I
dropped school at Std. 9 and went to work at the Trust Bank Centre - I was one
of those who were lucky to be employed there and later I got a job, the it



latest was at Westvaal as a Stainer, relieving another white man there. From
there on ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Sorry Mr Williams, can I ask you to confine your self to the issues,
if I may put it that way, I would like you to start off by telling us about the
time you got involved in political activities and which organisations those
were, then you go on to tell us about the time when you left the country for
exile and the problems you encountered when you were in exile - after the time
you came back. Thank you.

MR WILLIAMS: While I was working at Westvaal I was already involved in many
underground discussion groups, I used to discuss with some Sasol BPC, Sazim and
some ANC Members, underground because all these organisation, especially the ANC
and the PAC were suppressed, they were underground. As the youth were a group of
young workers and students we tried to create an organisation to challenge the
system, we felt that these organisations which existed didn't have the power,
they were incapacitated they were scared to challenge the system, wanted to
create and organisation that would match the system we were with Jefferson
Langani, Nlasi Siki

MR SANDI: Sorry Mr Williams, which organisation was this?

MR WILLIAMS: It was the South African Renaissance Party. We felt that it was
sort of reviving, we took this name Renaissance because we felt we were reviving
something that was dying or dormant or dead so we preferred to call it the South
African Renaissance Party. Unfortunately we couldn't continue, we found out that
we were being surveyed, I was staying at 697 Jabulani and we discovered sometime
that there was already a policeman in one of the corner streets and another
street again, then we had this friend of ours who was an ANC member, Jabulani
mea, he organised ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Sorry, Mr Williams, I hope you don't mind me interrupting you, I
thought in your statement the name of the organisation was the South African
Renaissance Movement - are you now saying that it was the South African
Renaissance Party?

MR WILLIAMS: That's right, Movement / Party, I mean we didn't distinguish then
between Party and Movement you see.

MR SANDI: Can you say very briefly what were the aims and objectives of that
organisation were?

MR WILLIAMS: Mainly we didn't have actually our own ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Thank you. Mr Williams, just to come back to you we were still at the
stage where you were saying you were part of the group that set up the
Organisation known as the South African Renaissance Party - in your statement I
understand the aims of the Organisation were to mobilise and prepare students
for what is going to happen in 1976, can you carry on from there?

MR WILLIAMS: We were not students as such, some of us were Workers like myself
like another one who died in Lesotho was affectionately called "Marks" he was
once a student at Morris Isaacson his full name is Batelomay Goodman Umvula. He
was a worker like myself, a young worker we had student friends of course, like
Tichi Masamini and so one those were our friends, we used to advise them as to
what to do and so on but let me say now, what happened as we saw that we were
being surveyed, I will just try to be short you see, as we saw that we were
being surveyed we felt insecure and then we decided instead of trying to form a
that thing - the new Organisation which will end up like the African National
Congress or the PAC - let us join one of these Organisations so our ideas were
basically those of the African National Congress because we had African National
Congress groups with us from a member of the African National Congress - that is
Jabulani Mia - he is the one who introduced us to Chris Hani, he had an
arrangement - he first talked to Chris Hani while he was in Lesotho he came back



and made an arrangement with us that we should skip the country if we feel
insecure - he wanted the whole group of us to skip but then we couldn't group at
once and go to him. We felt this would lead to danger, you see we would be
imperiled. We decided to skip in groups. Some of up went to Chris Hani, some of
decided to skip on our own because there was some who had tried to skip and got
arrested. So I skipped with a group and we managed to reach that thing in exile
safe. The Police tried to catch us in Swaziland but we managed to evade them. We
reached the Swaziland and the Swaziland authorities the then Commissioner and
Defence Minister Dhlamini forced us to join the PAC while we were looking around
for the ANC, he said they would lock us up or deport us and send us back to
South Africa.

MR SANDI: Mr Williams, just to ensure that we stick to the issues, you are part
of the group that set up this Organisation, some of you leave the country, you
also leave the country, when was this.

MR WILLIAMS: I left the country on the 17th of September 1976.

MR SANDI: And in exile you meet Mr John Nkadamenga of the ANC in Swaziland.

MR WILLIAMS: Yes sir. I was handed over to - well, I then I would say comrade
John Kadimane by Mr Mqwala of the PAC because I was, I was restless within the
PAC. I even met Vusi Make whom I knew from Jabulani and then I told him that I
can't stay here with the PAC. They had wanted to make me a Security member of
the PAC. I refused and Vusi Make told me that the ANC is just around the corner.
The people who you are looking for are just up there, you see. When Mr Mqwalu
came and he was introduced to me I freely talked to him and told him that it is
not that I am against the PAC, but because I am already - I am already used, or
rather I have contacts with the ANC, I would like to go to the ANC because I
already know some policies of the ANC because I knew about the Freedom Charter
and some of the books of Mandela - like "His walk to Freedom" I had it at home.

MR SANDI: And at some stage you are taken for military training in an
Engineering camp in Angola. Did you say that was an introductory training - what
did you mean?

MR WILLIAMS: Yes Sir. In Angola we were with the Cubans there, in fact they
didn't train us, they gave us some protection. We were trained by what we could
term Mgwenya - Veterans - we had already trained long ago. They basically gave
us just a glimpse of military - that thing, subjects - we didn't train as such.
We went to train to Bengela, there was a camp that was established for a short
course - three months course at Bengela, and then we later were taken to north
of Katanga. It is a little bit South of Luanda. This is where we began our
training and this is where maybe physically I got maimed somehow, I am a person
who is actually very fluent, but I am not so fluent as before. We got poisoned
around September. It was called the Black September. The thing I didn't like the
way we got poisoned is that I was one of the ailed there in the June 16th
department. June 16th is a catchword, I am sorry. We used to linger around the
kitchen when the cooking was done and at one time, one of the leaders - Zondile
Lephiliso - was the head of the personnel and training department, gave an order
that we shouldn't hand around the kitchen anymore, because nobody knows if
anything goes wrong, just about three weeks from there we got poisoned. We were
doing night grenade throwing - grenade throwing by the night. I was the first to
feel this pain in my groin. I told the instructor and my commander, if he is
still alive, I told him that I don't feel OK. I feel nausea and then he said
what is it, I said "my tummy is painful and I feel like throwing out" but
nothing was coming out and then he said "OK, let me speak to the Cuban
Instructor. He talked to the Cuban instructor, the Cuban instructor released me,
he said I must go and see the Doctor. I went to the Doctor, Doctor Mpalo - Mpalo
gave me pain killers, ten pain killer tablets, I asked him as to whether, are
these tablets going to help me - because I had the knowledge of First Aid. I saw
that these were pain killers. He said "No, just take two every time you feel the
pain". I took two at once and went to sleep. I went to the barracks, the
barracks, I started to vomit now, something came out, I vomited, I even shat in



my trousers. You see, I vomited and vomited up until nothing came out. In front
and in back, you see, nothing came out, it was as if the whole bowels are going
to go out and I had a blackout. Time and time again I used to have these
blackouts, I was asking myself, what's happening, I am a trained man now, but it
appears that I am just going to die hitting in bed. Fortunately, while I was
still having these thoughts and these blackouts, I heard some Comrades speaking
in the distance. That was Africa was a section commissa. He said maybe I was
then affectionately called Phyilo - Philosophy. I was called Phyilo in the
detachment. I heard in the distance they were saying "maybe Phyilo is still
around there, he hadn't as yet got help" because the others had already seen the
Cuban Doctors. The Doctors were, I think the Cuban Doctors were airlifted
immediately. There was some kind of emergency and well I remember being picked
up and also brought before the Cuban Doctors. I was given two injections, they
finished the injections and then I had a blackout. Well I was healed from there
and then fortunately again, I don't know, maybe it's the talents that the lord
gave me, I was among the first group to go to the Soviet Union and we came back,
when we came back we found that there was another camp called Quibaxe, there
were Coloureds there when untrained were supposed to organise them and train
them. When we came back from the Soviet Union I was made a Commander of the
trained group, the Soviet group. Well there were some friction.

MR SANDI: Mr Williams, sorry, just for clarity did you take up the - did you
make any complaint about the poison story to people who are higher up in the
Organisation and if so, can you say exactly what did you do and what happened.

MR WILLIAMS: OK. Thank you Sir. The thing is when you are a Commander, I mean a
soldier you are a subordinate, so everybody speaks for you, especially in exile
and another thing is that maybe I didn't explain this better. The whole camp was
poisoned, it's only a group of forty individuals who didn't have that thing, eat
the food that day and among those who didn't take that food on that day were
those who secured the camp who where put to oversee and survey the kitchen. They
didn't get poisoned.

MR SANDI: As I understand you, you say you together with others were poisoned.

MR WILLIAMS: The whole camp - we were about 600 in the camp and only forty who
didn't get poisoned - the Cubans because they had their own food, they didn't
want to eat with us and there was a group of people who wanted the Cubans to
have the same food as us. The Cubans because I think they were wary of some of
these things, they refused.

MR SANDI: What were these things that were happening that you did not like. You
said there were certain things that were happening in the camp which you did not
like and you took a position against those things. Can you say exactly what was
happening.

MR WILLIAMS: Thank you Sir. Well what was happened is we came back as Officers
from the Soviet Union, there were, that thing, recruits, I would say or newly
arrivals. Some of these new arrivals were females of course, so you know there
was this type of situation where these young girls were abused or Officers would
help themselves, I don't know maybe it was a question of trying to boost their
moral or what, you see some of us we had our morale boosted through the visions
that we had about the New South Africa. So these guys they used to call these
girls part of their - mostly they were administrators, to listen to their
orders, it is good of course when you are a subordinate to take orders from
above, it is good to respect authority even, because tomorrow you will be
authority yourself, but then what happened is that these senior Comrades, some
of them they appointed these section Commanders in order to use them, they used
to call these girls to the camps - actually to the Administration as if they
needed them for something serious and in that way they do what they had wished
to do to them. It would appear something voluntary, something that these females
permitted, we didn't just immediately challenge this thing, we looked at these
things and observed and talked among ourselves and even the trainees, they felt
bad about this because some of the trainees they came with their girlfriends to



exile. Girlfriends whom - their lovers I would say people whom they planned to
marry in the future. Some brought along their wives, you see, and even these
wives would be abused. We started to challenge this thing and I was removed from
the position of being a Commander, but then fortunately because I had this
Engineering and I was very good at military engineering I was later appointed as
an instructor, as an engineering instructor, but what, first let me say what
usually happens is that as soon as you challenge some of these bad things, like
the abuse that I am speaking about, you were targeted, secretly targeted, you
wouldn't know about this. Even now, even myself I didn't know about it you see.
I didn't know, you come to know about this after a very long time, after the
experience that you get and then you feel that I wasn't supposed to be so
talkative, you feel I wasn't supposed to be so open, I should have kept myself
in the shell you know like a tortoise and you feel it would have been better if
you were slow so that when you explode you have the upper hand you see but then
we didn't have this hindsight - we were innocent, we were among wolves, it is a
pity that I should say this. Most of the leadership you see, or rather the
leaders that used to address us in the camps, were men who didn't address to our
problems. Those who didn't come to the camps, the man that we needed to come to
the camps so that we could speak to - they didn't come to the camps, they didn't
come to the camps. When we wanted to speak to ...(indistinct) and explains some
of these things to him, we were not given the chance, we felt that he is the
only man who can help us and again when Chris Hani was promoted to become an
army Commissar from where he went into the National Executive we felt that now
here is a man who would listen to our grievances, we were never given a chance
to speak to him permanently, we were never given a chance to speak always. When
you made and appointment you would always be told that he was in a hurry - he
has this and that to do - you know.

MR SANDI: In your statement you say at some stage in the course of all that was
happening you were taken to Quattro where you were beaten up and accused of
having caused the death of many people?

MR WILLIAMS: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: And having instigated a mutiny amongst the soldiers. Is that correct?

MR WILLIAMS: That is right Sir. Thank you. About this mutiny, I would say I
wasn't part of the mutiny but before the mutiny I was severally maltreated by
the African National Congress. I want to say by the African National Congress
because the people who did these things were the forefront leaders, I'll simply
exempt maybe - I will simply exempt him because we never had a chance to speak
to him. Men like Joe Madiso, Mzwyi Piliso, Andrew Msondo were the ones who came
time and again to speak to us and whom we could speak to, they didn't want to
listen to our grievances. If ever you had opened your mouth, start challenging
something like this or that, as I had said you would be targeted either you will
be just given a punishment for something that is flimsy - just to demoralise you
and frustrate you. Sometimes you would be given an order whom you feel the next
person would not take, you had to do it, just to disgrace you and you would
refuse and you would get punished. Your character it was a question of physical
assassination of a persons character. You would be punished and the punishment
was in this form. A sack would be filled up with soil and this sack would be - a
- that thing would be put in water and you would carry this sack running,
running around with this sack, let me make a good example. When I was in that
thing, this Kamalunga, there I was, I was the head of the Engineering Department
in Kamalunga, yes, there was a mutiny there you see, somewhere, they had a great
protest by the long train soldiers. They'd all along being trying to speak to
the ANC Leaders. We want to go home an fight. We don't want to fight UNITA. We
don't want this corruption that is happening here - people abusing other
people's wives, there is a man whose wife was abused, he was locked up and taken
to Quattro. We challenged this thing openly, we even advise this man to speak to
Oliver Tambo, we pushed this thing, he met Oliver Tambo and apparently because
we are always all the time he speaks with the security. The ANC security around,
I think he must have answered that man badly. The Comrade came back, he was very
hurt, came back very hurt. In insulted - he actually said, using his words - he



said "I was not expecting anything better from these bata" - he said, "I didn't
expect anything better from these bata, because my wife is being abused by these
Officers" and he did married him, even now I think that woman is married to that
Security chap. I don't know, that woman was not weak, it must be understood,
that woman was not weak, some people felt that the system was better, you see,
that woman was not weak, some people felt that the system was better than this
thing that was happening, that's why some broke easily, you see.

MR SANDI: Did you say Mr Williams you were taken to a tribunal where you were
facing certain charges - and that tribunal did not find you guilty of anything.
Can you tell the Commission how this tribunal was set up? Who constituted the
tribunal?

MR WILLIAMS: Thank you Sir. I am sorry, I want to just shorten this thing on the
mutiny. So what happened is this, I was in Kamalunga as an Engineering
Instructor, well I was popular among the trainees Kadas. As all these
Instructors and the rest in fact they, the, most of the Instructors were genuine
you see, we knew who was innocent and we knew the sell-outs and some of the
sell-outs were Security men and they were appointed above us but we knew that
but we couldn't speak, so in fact there was this boiling that was taking up in
the camps, you know, it was this swelling that was supposed to burst you see, so
the guys, some Comrades were taken to fight UNITA, they refused. When they
refused Joe Modise called them half-baked soldiers, cowards and so on and yet
the Comrades explained that "Listen, it is not that we are scared to fight,
their bosses want to fight the Boers not UNITA. If we fight UNITA we are going
to die here in Angola. We want to go inside South Africa and die in South Africa
fighting, so what happens is that they were kept in this camp far away from the
trainees, they were understood to be having a bad influence. Well I continued
there in Caculama and this mutiny thing started. The Comrades in Kamalunga, they
mutinied over through the Administration, well they told them this "Listen you
guys are simple puppets, they are not going to kill you - we don't want you to
go to South Africa and fight. They disarmed the Administration and the Security,
they took the trucks, the whole armament, they went to some other, it was called
the Eastern Front, of which we didn't recognise it, because it was not in South
Africa, it was in Kapuso, another town in Angola, the UNITA had overrun that
town, taken it and we went there we pushed UNITA out of that town and was
supposed to guard that town, because it was said our logistics used to pass
through there. Our argument was that we were able to secure our trucks to and
fro with logistics, even if we die at no point had we failed to secure our
trucks, especially the June 16 detachment, because it was well trained. Right,
OK. This mutiny went to Kapuso, at Kapuso the authorities there, they wanted to
resist, they were overrun, trucks and armament was also taken there. The mutiny
or mutineers grew - the number they became strong it was most the whole
detachment now that was in that thing, in Angola except the Security and another
transit camp that was called Vienna. We were prepared to go to Vienna, we knew
that the Security would try to fight there and we were prepared to shoot them
out and disarm them. I was still at Kamalunga. Another man who was in that
thing, in the June 16 uprisings, Bongani came to me, he was a friend of mine, he
was also a Military Engineer, he came to me and told me that ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Could you please confine yourself to the question of the Human Rights
Violations to yourself. Especially what happened to you during the ANC camps so
that we should not take long with peripheral issues, we would like you to tell
us of yourself, tortures and experiences. Just a small reminder for you to
confine yourself to the things that have happened to you and what you did,
especially when you came back to the country in 1985. What steps did you take to
raise your complaints with the Organisation concerned?

MR WILLIAMS: Thank you Sir. First, I was demoted without any reason given,
secondly, that was in Kamalunga and then in Caculama, in 1983 while I was that
thing - head of Engineering Department I was punished, I was punished, I had to
carry a sack on my back, doing tactics.....

MR SANDI: Yes, you have already mentioned that, how you were punished ....



MR WILLIAMS: I didn't mention that Sir. I just said the punishment was like
this, I am trying to confine now the whole thing to myself.

MR SANDI: Mr Williams, you have come to the Commission to say that you were a
victim of gross Human Rights Violations by an Organisation which you have
mentioned. The request by the Commission is that you should confine yourself to
those issues that deal with your ill-treatment or maltreatment whilst you were
in exile and what did you do when you came back to the country.

MR WILLIAMS: So I was punished, I carried this sack for six hours. I was running
doing tactical exercises, that is crawling, jumping up immediately with a sack
on what weighed more than 30kg because it was wet and it was sand and it was
cold, I ran with this sack for 24 rounds around the grounds and then some of the
people, the perpetrators who did this to me, "No, this one looks very tough, he
didn't have enough", they said he must have some more tactics. They took me to a
- that thing - a rivulet, there was a rivulet in Caculama, they said I must,
they took some of these things from ZAPU from ZIPRA where Selous Scouts, you see
people who were working for the Rhodesian Armed Forces were infiltrated ZIPRA
where harassing and frustrating ZIPRA Comrades so they did, they did this also
to us, I was put in this rivulet, I mean I am hot now, very hot after doing many
rounds and tactics, put in this rivulet to stay there with my head under the
water, I was told not to come up, if I come up I will be battered with an
automatic rifle - that is a AK - will be beaten, and I had to suffer this all
along I told myself that I wish the Lord gives me the power to survive. I prayed
all along, and indeed the Lord did answer. I survived this. I stayed there, when
the mutiny was at Vienna, Bongani came, he said to me, listen we know what
happened to you, you can't stay here, join us, let's be a force, let's challenge
these corrupt authorities so that we can go to South Africa. I said OK, wait, my
time has not come.

MR SANDI: I'm sorry, Mr Williams, can I interrupt you. Besides what you have
said so far, are there any other forms of brutality to which you were submitted
- and if one, what is your instruction to the Commission, what are you asking us
to do, do you understand, do you say that we should take this up with the ANC?

MR WILLIAMS: Thank you. There are so many. In Kapuso, I was done the same thing
by a man who we knew was a sell-out, was an informer, was known "Green" in
Kapuso - that Eastern Front. I was taken to the Eastern Front because the ANC
was beginning to be feel UNITA. So we were taken there because we were fighters,
real fighters. We went there, we tried to put a check on UNITA and after that I
was punished, once more again for being given a party by Soviet Comrades, you
see they called me to a party and then I was punished that I am having parties
and so on, without seeing the authorities and I get drunk, while I am supposed
to be ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: I am sorry Mr Williams, can I ask you once more what is your, your
request to the Commission, all in all before I hand over to the Chairperson.

MR WILLIAMS: OK. Let me go on. So there was this mutiny, at Kakuso I was re-
called back to Kathlawa and then I stayed in Caculama. Later on I ran away from
Kakuso to the mutiny -

MR SANDI: You have mentioned the mutiny already, I asked you if there is any
other form of brutality to which you were subjected to?

MR WILLIAMS: Yes sir. As mutineers, we were rounded up - excuse me, I would the
Commission to try and protect me also - because you see I am a determined
person. When I stand for a principle, I stand for it, I don't think anybody or
anyone - that's why I was able to survive up to this point. And that's why the
16th couldn't break me - including the National African Congress itself.

MR SANDI: Could you please switch off please. Mr Williams you are well
protected, we have afforded you longer time than any other witness that has come



before us up to this stage. We wish that you bear in mind that there are six
more witnesses which we still have to take. Could you please in summary form as
the person is asking you who is leading you. Given us Human Rights Violations
which were done to your by the ANC on those camps and give us your requests to
the Commission.

MR WILLIAMS: As I said as a mutineer, we were rounded up and we were put in a
concentration camp we were 21, and the ANC had a concentration camp.

MR SANDI: Mr Williams, I am trying to protect you and I am doing my best, could
you come to the Human Rights Violations - call them by name so that we can
record them and come to the request that you would like to put to the
Commission.

MR WILLIAMS: I was in the concentration camp in Paola - where some of the
mutineers were put there, for what was so-called rehabilitation - we didn't need
rehabilitation, we were well rehabilitated. We were put here to hue, to hue wood
and draw water. Simply that. And it was said we are being reorientated, with
being given politics - we were just fed food, food that we didn't even trust,
some of us didn't want the food and were asked many questions. I was called upon
one day and I was told that I was going to be roped up to a tree by "Green" -
this "Green" was a chief of staff at Paolo, we knew him to be an informer,
former police spy - so-called tender - revolutionary - Green said to me "Listen,
for your defiance we are going to rope you up to a tree, and you are going to
stay overnight" there. I said "No, it would never happen to me", and he started
to box me to hit me, I parried him, the Commissar went in, he said "What are you
doing, are you fighting against the Chief of Staff". I said "No, I am not
fighting, I am just blocking him, I haven't yet started fighting, if I start
fighting, I will hit him very hard. The Commissar said ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Mr Williams, sorry, I am afraid I think we, we have given to very
close to an hour - can we go onto your instructions or your requests to the
Commission. What are you asking the Commission to do - in a nutshell, can you
say that very, very briefly please?

MR WILLIAMS: No, excuse me Sir. You see there are more Human Rights abuses that
happened to me, these are just petty ones, being roped up to a tree overnight,
they are petty - what about refusing to be chained to a tree - I was taken to
Quattro.

MR SANDI: Please elaborate on your recent statement after you have testified,
there is no problem about that. But can we now ask you, to ask exactly what are
you asking the Commission to do? I see in your statement here you are saying the
Commission should get the ANC to have you compensated for the years spent in
exile preparing to fight for liberation of your country. Is there anything more
you want to say in addition to that?

MR WILLIAMS: That one is not important Sir. What is important is that I will
request, because you see, when I am here, I am not simply here.

MR SANDI: You also say in your statement you tried to get what you call
"demobilisation packages" at the ANC offices but nobody seems to what to
cooperate with you in regard to that. Is there anything more you want to say in
addition to that.

MR WILLIAMS: Yes.

MR SANDI: In the interest of time, I must emphasise this - in the interest of
time.

MR WILLIAMS: What I would like to request the Commission to do for the sake of
the people of South Africa, especially for the sake of those fathers and mothers
who had their children killed in exile without any reason - that the African
National Congress if it's prepared to face the truth, to cleanse itself it



should come up at least with all the names who died in exile and along each name
an explanation be attached or be given that this one died of malaria at such and
such an hour. This one died at the hands of UNITA, at such and such an hour.
This one died because he was resisting the ANC security or whatever, or this one
died because the Security killed him - for this reason or that reason. Or this
one committed suicide.

MR SANDI: OK. The long and the short of it is as I understand you is that the
ANC should provide a list of names of all the people who died in exile in
whatever circumstances, whatever the circumstances may have been. That is what
you are saying in a nutshell.

MR WILLIAMS: Yes. that's right. To the public, to the public - that is my
request.

MR SANDI: Any further request.

MR WILLIAMS: Another request.

MR SANDI: When I ask you any further request, I am not asking you to suck them
out of your thumbs, if you think you have exhausted your list of requests - you
can simply ask me - hand me over to the Chairperson.

MR WILLIAMS: Another request is that the African National Congress or rather the
present government because now I think it is now the question of the present
government, including all the parties - they should give reason why I cannot be
given the packages like all other MK Soldiers, APLA Soldiers and their - I as an
individual.

MR SANDI: OK. We have noted that. I am now handing over back to the Chairperson.
Thank you Mr Williams.
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MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Chairperson we would like to call Nancy Xatula. We would like Nancy Xatula to come and
take the stand. I would like to welcome Mrs Xatula. When other people were giving evidence especially when Ms
Langa was giving her own evidence the name of Leo Xatula was also mentioned. Many people sacrificed their lives and
you are one of the woman who suffered in South Africa. You also sacrificed for this country for its liberation. I am
going to allow you to take an oath.

NANCY XATULA: (Duly sworn in, states).

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

MEMBER OF PANEL: We greet you Mrs Xatula. We want to apologise for keeping you for quite a long time. We
know that you are not very well, but we want to show our gratitude for your patience. We believe that you are going to
give evidence about your son who was here at UNITRA. You last saw him in 1983 if I am not mistaken and then you
saw him again when he was already deceased and you received the information that he was killed by the police of the
old regime in the Transkei. We would like you to give us a picture of who was Leo and then give us background. We
would like to know much about you.

MRS XATULA: I am Tombisonkie Miss Xatula and I was married to the Honono family. Out of my nine children Leo
was my
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first born. He was brought up here at Umtata by his aunt and he also attended school here in Umtata. He passed standard
ten in St Johns College.

Leo use to disappear and we would not know his whereabouts, but I heard rumours because I had some information that
he was involved in some activities. In 1981 Leo disappeared permanently and we learned that he was in Cape Town, but
nobody ever specified where exactly was he. In 1982 my sister came to report that Leo is nowhere to be found. I heard
rumours from one of the gentlemen who use to talk about him, it was Pandile Gisan. I came here in Umtata and I tried to
locate this gentlemen. Fortunately I saw him when he was just following me because he saw me also. We talked and
discussed and I wanted to know what was going on. He use to say young aunt when he addressed me and then he said I
would go again. I am here, but I am now employed. I will come back again after a long time. I will be working at sea.
Again, I realised that Leo was thinking of doing something. I said to him please communicate even if you go wherever
you go, please maintain contact. He disappeared.



In 1983 he went to attend one of the ceremonies which was an initiation ceremony of the other boys in the community
and that was the last time when he bade farewell to me. My sister said the police use to visit him. They usually wanted
to know whether they know where Leo is. I was surprised, but I did not take much consideration of all what was
happening. I did not inform them of what was happening, even my family. In 1988 June one girl Nokuku called me on
my way from school. I was a teacher at the time. I was teaching at Qumbu. This girl, I knew her to be
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Impisana, but during the reign of Matanzima most of the children would change their surnames and would go and
pretend to be related to the Matanzimas. I was surprised because Nokuku also said she was Matanzima. Nobody knew
that she was Impisana family. Many youth were always communicating with this girl and she use pretend as if she has
befriended them. I met this girl again and she asked me when did last see Leo. I said I last saw him quite a while ago. ...
west coast and at Bizana. This girl said please hide his photographs and just tell them that all the relatives that have the
photos should hide them because he is wanted. This perturbed me for quite a long time.

We learnt that there were people who were terrorists. We all knew that the people who use to cross the borders were
labelled as terrorists. I was also having the impression that Leo might be amongst those people who were alleged to be
terrorists. In June at the same time I met Nomabuta who is my sister. She was with Mrs Gonie who is Ms Makippie is
also, is a teacher here in Umtata. They came to Qumbu where I was staying. I could assess that they have brought bad
news and I asked them because I was not familiar with them. I did not always have visits from them. So at the end they
said we must come and tell you what happened. They said there is a young man who is killed. There is a policeman who
is Boy and this policeman claimed that it was Leo who was killed. He had to be identified. The first question I asked
why did they come to you. She said I do not know. I asked did you come to report officially or did she just come
because she was in Kanduli because my sister was married there. She said I am not quite certain that this was an official
report. It was said there was an
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unrest in Bizana and then he died there. I did not know what to do and then during that period the people were collected.

When I looked outside I could see that there was one gentlemen in one of the cars. It was a white Skyline and I said I
must try to find out much from this lady. I did not believe that Leo is dead. I asked whose car is this? He said, no, Boy
gave this to us. Who is driving? It is Blackcat Nombanga. He was a policeman in the Security Department. They told
me the day when we were supposed to go and identify Leo. My sister and Ms Makippie left my place and I asked the
people to be with me for quite a while because I wanted to make some telephone calls. I did not even know to whom
should I report this. I did not know with whom should I communicate and I knew that the minute you have people who
are labelled as terrorists you were also regarded as a dog. I thought for a while and I thought of this Dumisa Ntsebeza. I
have never met him, but I just learnt that this Dumisa was also being arrested. I knew that he was a lawyer. I just wanted
to know how could I meet him. I took the directory and looked up his telephone number. Fortunately I could get the
telephone number, it was a bit late. I phoned him at phone and then I was asked who I was. I identified myself and then
I was given information that I should wait for seven minutes. A few minutes thereafter I phoned again. He answered the
telephone. He wanted to know more about me and then we communicated telephonically. He asked me did I know the
office where they were working. I said no. He even asked do you know me personally. I explained that I never met you.
He said, no, you cannot communicate everything
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telephonically. I just mentioned that there is this nephew of mine who is now late.

Very early in the morning I went to the office. I waited for him, this Ntsebeza. One young gentlemen came in. He was
dressed in a denim. I did not even recognise that it could be Dumisa Ntsebeza and then I asked him from the others and
then I was informed that it was this lawyer that I wanted him. Then we discussed and then at the end I said I would go
and identify Leo. We found this Blackcat. One of his friends, the friend to Leo was also a runaway because he was
wanted by the police.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like us to go back so that I can not disturb you further. You said in the beginning that
you knew when he disappeared. Where did he use to go?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I knew because I knew that he was involved in the struggle.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who was the sister who was here in Umtata, with whom she was staying?

MRS XATULA: It was Namabatla.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Where is she now?

MRS XATULA: She is still at her place.

MEMBER OF PANEL: During the time when you were going to identify the body, with whom were you travelling?

MRS XATULA: I travelled with Mrs Gonie with the security car and they said they were borrowed by this Blackcat.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is it the second time that they visited you with the car?

MRS XATULA: Yes. We went along together, but we were in our own car and then I was ordered to go together with
my sister in this car belonging to the Security Officers. I was surprised to listen to the songs which are, which were
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taped and were in the recorder. I did not associate these songs with the Security Officer because as there was a one piece
which was born to suffer. This hurt me a lot. I really could not associate the police officers with these types of songs
because they were freedom songs.

We reached the destination at Bizana at the security and we did not go where Leo was. We were forced to go to the
Security Officer. Blackcat informed us that that is where we are going to know where Leo was. Before we reached
Bizana I asked who killed Leo and how was he killed? This gentleman said to me there was a coincidence. He was got
by a stray bullet otherwise the bullet was not directed to him. It was just there was a skirmish in Bizana and the police
were just shooting.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did he tell you who shot your nephew?

MRS XATULA: Yes. I want to mention that Aga's mother also came and she said to me, please if you go and identify
your nephew, please try to identify and find out if you can find my son. There was another lady also who said I must
also identify Lizo, her son. All these were the children who disappeared. Lizo is now on, is on a wheelchair. He did not
die. We reached our destination and then the police who were in the offices came out. There were two Boers. They were



always amongst the other policemen. I asked Blackcat who could be responsible for the death of my nephew. He said I
was present, but it was not me. Just accept what I am saying to you that a stray bullet just hit him. The policemen that
we were together with are those who are at Bizana. I asked him who was the other one who was there? He said Damasa
was one of them. He took me to Dumisa. I asked Ndabisa what happened. He repeated the same story and UMTATA
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said it was a coincidence. It was a stray bullet that hit Leo because they were looking for one of the boys, not Leo.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did he tell you whom they were looking for?

MRS XATULA: No, I was informed when I reached the mortuary.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who were they looking for?

MRS XATULA: The codename of this was Zola. Mine was Zolilie, my nephew. My nephew would say he is Zolilie
Mesekwa, that was his codename. I knew that Zola was not his real name during the time when we went to bury my
nephew. His real name was Mfundo. He was Mfundo Faku.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Then what happened after you came out of the Security Offices?

MRS XATULA: We went to the hospital in the mortuary. When I got there I was allowed to get inside and I found
another policeman who was called Gilile. I think he was the Station Commander. When I got in the mortuary I could see
a person in the corner, but he was covered with a sheet. I could see that this one was shot and you could see that he was
a bit stout. His feet were out, but you could see that his feet were very shot. I was ordered that I should go and identify
that one. When I looked, before I could even look him on the face I could see that his feet were not belonging to Leo
and then I was ordered to go out if I said it was not him.

When I went out Blackcat approached me. He said please you must not cry. I am appealing to you, please, just ask very
properly and try to get as much information as possible. Try to identify, please do not cry because we will not be able to
identify him very well. After some time I was given an opportunity to get inside. There were two other bodies. The
second body was also covered with the
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sheet, but I could see the feet were also exposed. When I looked through, I just looked through and I could see and
identify Leo with his feet. Then I said the feet belong to him, but I was going to look and identify him. Then I tried top
identify. When I looked his hands I could see that the rigour was setting in. When I looked at the hands and the feet I
could see that they really belonged to him. I started to uncover him and I could see that one eye was open and his mouth
was also open. It was really Leo. The only difference was that he had no moustache before he left our place, but now he
had beard and a moustache, but I could identify him and see that it was Leo.

When I was looking at him I could only see one scar which was on the forehead. I wanted to know what was the cause,
what hit him on the forehead. You could see that there was a depression here and you could see that he was cleaned
already and there was a plaster which was covering the wound. Nobody answered me. I looked the throat and I could
see that he appeared to have been hung. It seemed as if he was, he had hanged. You could see scars and visible marks on
the throat and I received no response and nobody cared to reply me. When I looked at the arms I could see that, you
could see that there were fractures. You could see black scars on the arms especially the upper arms. Each time I wanted



to know what caused these and nobody ever responded to me and then I was very angry. I removed the cover and threw
it aside. When I looked at the eye on the, in the nipple on the left side you could see that something was oozing and then
I turned him over, but you could see that there was a very small hole. I asked them did you use any sharp instrument to
pierce him or was he stabbed and
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nobody answered me. I looked at the ankles and you could see that he was fastened. There were scars. The other leg
seemed to have fractured. The first thing I prayed, but I can just say I insulted them severely, I used the most abrasive
language that I could think of. I could see that they were frightened because I was not closing my eyes. I was just
insulting them and talking about the atrocities that they were inflicting on people. One policeman Gilile answered and
said he was shot. I asked him who shot him and he said I do not know. I just saw the body here. I asked him why do you
come and inform me that he has been shot and then you say you do not know. He did not give me an accurate answer.
At the end I went out.

I would like to mention and say there are many, there are two compartments in this section. On the other section I could
see many bodies, they were covered. If I could count I think there were about six or seven. There were not less than six,
but they were not above seven.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you know whose bodies were these?

MRS XATULA: I knew these bodies for after a while when I was always going to the inquest, it is when we came back
with Blackcat from Bizana. I asked him who are the others? He said they were the people who were together with Leo
when he was shot dead.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you remember any name?

MRS XATULA: I can remember Mike's name, but I did not know his surname. I cannot remember all of their names,
but I remember the other one was from the Mako family and then they asked me did I know any people from the Mako
family. I said I did not know anybody from the Makos. They also asked me about the people from the Madalana family
and then
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I said, no, I did not know anybody from the Madalana family.

MEMBER OF PANEL: After you identified the body what happened?

MRS XATULA: We went back to the Security Officers. The first thing that I was informed by Ndabisa is he said I must
forget about burying Leo. He will receive the paupers burial because the body belongs to the Government. Secondly,
they said we will bury him, but I would advise you to agree to this arrangement. Thirdly, you must never make a
mistake and say after you identified this body you are going to lodge a complaint against anybody. I said, no, I will not
do that and they also said they will do the post mortem. I must not take any trouble to do that and then they said they are
going to give me, they offered me

R50 000,00. I said, no, there is no price that could pay the death of my child.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You have been mentioning this Ndabisa for quite a long time. Who is this Ndabisa?



MRS XATULA: He was the policeman who was working in Bizana.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is he still here?

MRS XATULA: No, I also see him at Botosicwo here in Umtata. He is promoted.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you mean now?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I am sure if you can go there we can see him. Probably he is on pension now. I cannot be
surprised, but last year I saw him there. He was at Botosicwo.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like you to continue. After you identified the body, let us go to the funeral arrangement.
I do not think we should jump this incidence.

MRS XATULA: There was a period when we tried to get the body and we were denied access to the body.
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MEMBER OF PANEL: Okay, you can go on.

MRS XATULA: Okay we tried. Dengana was amongst those who did not want us to get the body. They did not even
want us to get our own doctor so that he can the post mortem. It was Dr Clarkman. It was a long struggle. They did not
want us to have our doctor. Fortunately, I got the lawyers who were very strong and then I was informed that the doctor
was supposed to go and do the post mortem. I was also informed about the date. We have been offered cars that we are
going to be fetched and be taken during the post mortem. We were also informed that we will be accommodated in a
hotel and Blackcat said he would come and fetch us. I said, no, I will never enjoy that. I did not go to the car even when
they came and fetched me.

The day on which the post mortem was supposed to be done Dr Clarkman did not come. He waited here at Umtata and
the police refused to bring the body at Umtata.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What happened?

MRS XATULA: It was very late, it was in the evening. Dengana was blocking the whole process. When the body came
we did not know anything about it and then the post mortem was done in the morning and it was discovered that he was
really shot dead. It was very difficult to attend the inquest. The first summons which were brought to me were written
Nomabata Xatula. It was from the police from the Transkei. I have got that document here. The other one is with the
lawyers.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Why do you think they addressed you as Nomabata?

MRS XATULA: I think they were trying to make a conflict between my sister and myself so that I could think that she
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was collaborating with the police. So that is what they, they wanted to create that impression.



MEMBER OF PANEL: Were you able then to relate this to Blackcats relationship?

MRS XATULA: Yes because I had to inform my sister and say please withdraw yourself from the company of Blackcat
and the others. When she stopped seeing them they started hating her. There were cars here in Qumbu awaiting for me,
but I just chased them away.

MEMBER OF PANEL: After the post mortem what happened?

MRS XATULA: I was given restricted orders. I was given orders when to bury my niece and it was Saturday, Sunday,
Monday and I was informed that I should choose one of the days. The Tuesday, between Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday. There were orders that by two o' clock everybody should have dispersed by that time. They also stipulated the
number of the people who were supposed to attend the funeral. They said it should be about 200. Then I was surprised
because I was asking myself am I going to send invitations now to the people so that I can say who should attend the
funeral or who should not. We therefore took the body to Dalisas at, after the post mortem.

On that day, it was on a Thursday, probably I might be mistaken. I could say it would appear as if we were burying the
high ranking official of the police because the funeral was surrounded by the police. All over the place, over the river at
Sika, the police, the soldiers, everybody was turned back because I had prepared the funeral arrangements for
Showvery. The coffin was being searched. They said they were looking for grenades. I was surprised and I was asking
myself could we really do that to carry the grenade
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in the coffin of our child. Blackcat has turned now. He was just like a puffadder. He was not advising us anymore. He
looked to have turned against us. We went to Showvery and then we could see that there were many police. They were
trying to do everything in their control. They were taking photos, they were doing everything that was not acceptable
according to our culture.

Unfortunately, there were Comrades. The others who were in the struggle, the colleagues to Leo, there were others who
were from abroad, those who were coming from Johannesburg they were turned back some of them. I can mention that
everybody experienced a horrible experience because people were being assaulted, shamboks were used. Mulowa was
carrying a knopkirrie and was dispersing everybody. People were assaulted, wires, rifle butts were used to assault
people. I was also taken out of the people, I was removed from the crowd and then they were ridiculing me. The most
painful experience was to watch my children being assaulted. I can mention that nobody could throw any soil in the
grave. There was only one child who managed to run away.

There was also an order that I should be arrested. When I was taken to the van so that I can be detained Mulowa came to
defend me. He asked who is going to bury Leo if you are going to take his aunt away and then they succumbed and then
they handed me over to my family. I continued with the coffin, with the burial. The Reverend could not continue with
the sermon because there was a lot of disturbance from the police and the South African Defence Force. When we were
still busy with the funeral the people were assaulted again. I did not run away because I was very angry. I
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started to insult them again, but at the end I went up and then we went back to my place.

I can mention the people who were assaulted. Songabile Manotwa, he is now a Minister of Parliament. I am sure that he



still bears the scars of the assault. Pindile, Lwasie Mashlaka. One gentlemen from the Zibi family he died and then my
children. There were many threats. I can just mention that the coffin was not covered with soil. It was just put in the
grave and it was difficult to put the soil over. I discovered that during the time of the funeral the coffin fell. Yes, it is so.
The police just hit the coffin and it fell. The corpse fell.

MEMBER OF PANEL: During this day, your children, were they also arrested?

MRS XATULA: Yes except my daughter.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you go and look for them?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I went to every prison and then I reached one place and fortunately I found them at Qumbu. What
they said is that they were tortured and they were pricked with straight pins whilst they were detained. Kwezi had many
wounds. It seems that he was flogged.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You were mentioning threats. Can you tell us about the threats?

MRS XATULA: Yes, the police said we are going to pick your sons one by one because you are a soft target you will
be the last one.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did you believe them?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I believed, but I had some doubts. I could believe because there were some things that they said
during the time when we were waiting for the post mortem to be done. The police would come in and they would just
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insult me. The others knew me and the others did not. During the court proceedings the police had to be taken out of the
courtroom because I was asking is it proper to be harassed by the police even during the court proceedings.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What were the results?

MRS XATULA: The results were that he was shot whilst he was sleeping on his back, whilst he was lying on his back
because the bullet was found to have gone through his kidneys.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were they the police who were accused of this?

MRS XATULA: 17 Policemen were identified and then one policeman is supposed to have, who is supposed to have
been amongst those was Maklingana, but Wilson Tambo, I am not quite sure whether he was William or Wilson.
Wilson Tambo is the one who was said to have been responsible for all this. The other one was from Checha and Jim.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know where these police are?

MRS XATULA: They are here in Umtata. Mtambo, 1989 or 1990 when the inquest was held. It was said he was a
Constable at the time, but when we came here in Umtata a few years later, I think it was in 1990, I heard him being
addressed as the Major.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Were they the police who were prosecuted for this act?

MRS XATULA: If it did happen or if it is happening this was never reported to us. Even today we do not know what
happened both civilly and criminally nothing was reported. This year his case it would be said the court proceedings are
at Umzimkulu or the other year it would be said they are in another area. You would never understand exactly what
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was happening.

MEMBER OF PANEL: You talked about the threats that your children would be picked up one by one. Could you
please explain further?

MRS XATULA: Those threats were nearly fulfilled. In 1992 one of my sons was shot. It is the one whom I said it is
Kwezi. He still has a bullet on his knee. He was shot by the police. Even today that police was never prosecuted.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Why was he shot and where was he shot?

MRS XATULA: He was alighting from a combi at Qumbu and then I was called by the people and they informed me
that he was in Umtata hospital.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Did they report why he was shot?

MRS XATULA: No reason was given to me. I believe he was just shot for no apparent reason. When I asked why was
he shot they just wanted to arrest me because they said I must tell where Kwezie was. I could not give them the details
of what happened to Kwezie. I was just making enquiries about my son who was shot.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know the police who did that?

MRS XATULA: They said it was Dululu. I do not know the surname. I think at the time he could be traced, but I am not
quite sure now.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Was there anything which happened to your children?

MRS XATULA: Kwezie was arrested several times. At times he would be at Biki and other times he would go to other
prisons. When he was supposed to appear in Court I would be arrested also or Kwezie would be arrested. Kwezie was
shot again in 1994 in August. As I am here now I can mention that he is suffering from epilepsy. I was chased by the
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police because they wanted to finish him off.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know who shot him?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I know the police.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know his name?

MRS XATULA: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who is he?

MRS XATULA: It is Loyisi Mdinkie.



MEMBER OF PANEL: After that what happened?

MRS XATULA: I am still not happy even today. I have got another son who was shot at Tsolo. It was April on the 22nd
1994. His case was never followed up.

MEMBER OF PANEL: How was he injured?

MRS XATULA: He died.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What about your daughter?

MRS XATULA: Another son of mine was shot in June. He also died. No investigations were made.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know the people who are shooting your children?

MRS XATULA: I know who shot my son who was in Tsolo. I told the police. The only thing that they did, he ran away.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is he the other policeman?

MRS XATULA: No.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Do you know that child?

MRS XATULA: Yes, I know him.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who is he?

MRS XATULA: It was Kati Soliklaka.

MEMBER OF PANEL: As I look here I read and find out your daughter was also injured by the police. Could you give
us details about this?

MRS XATULA: Usually when I was at school I would come back and find out that my children have been abducted by
the
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police. One day the police were in the Qumbu area. Then they said they were going to arrest the people at Mfuliwani,
but surprisingly enough they went to my place and took my children because they said they have toi-toied.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What was happening at the time?

MRS XATULA: No, my children were just staying at home and they sweep them all. When I came from school I was
surprised because I saw the police in town and we knew that the minute you saw the police you knew that something
was wrong. We knew that they would go up the ceiling and look for everything that you did not know what they were
looking for.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What did they do to your daughter?

MRS XATULA: It was a rainy day and the road is very slippery. They said, whilst she was expecting a baby, they said
she must roll herself over. She was rolling herself in that distance in that steep area and they said she must roll over, she
must make herself to look like a bicycle. When she stands up they would say she must make a frog jump. All this



happened whilst she was expecting a baby to the extent that that child, you could see that that child did not survive
because there was something wrong during her birth.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like to thank you Mama. Is there anything that we have left out?

MRS XATULA: I have another child who died in December 1994.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What happened to that child?

MRS XATULA: I was only two days in King William's Town. I was going back to Maclear to attend a meeting. Before
I could go there I was fetched by one of the young girls. When I left on Thursday she died on Friday.
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MEMBER OF PANEL: What do you mean when you said they drowned?

MRS XATULA: The drowned in the swimming pool. They were just floating on their backs and they were in the
swimming pool and they had drowned. It was surprising because my child looked as if she had been assaulted first.
When I said I would like to attend the post mortem they agreed, but I was never fetched to attend the post mortem. I was
informed that they would do the post mortem at eight o' clock. When I got there it was all over.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I would like to hand you over to the Commissioner so that some issues can be clarified.

MEMBER OF PANEL: I have one important issue that I would like to ask. I am sure you have a reason to be here.
Could you please tell us why would, what would you like us to do for you?

MRS XATULA: Firstly, I am interested to know whether it would be possible for the Commission to make
investigations concerning Leo's death. I am sure Mtamo received orders from somebody. I would like who ordered him
to kill Leo. I would also like the reason and they should give us a valid reason. Why were they not prosecuted? I am also
interested to know about our Government, this present Government. How could really our Government, whom we
respect very much, could really honour the perpetrators. It is very strange that the people who were Constables are now
high ranking officials. Why cannot the justice be done? We want those people to come and ask for forgiveness from us.
These people were persecutors. They say they have repented. How could that happen? Who encouraged them to repent?
We would like the Commission to make investigations about these
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promotions. We cannot understand how could a person kill or murder somebody and then be promoted thereafter.

Thirdly, we would like to find out about the corpses and the bodies that I saw in that mortuary. I am certain there are
people at Sicawu who should know. Those children who were with Leo there, I do not believe that they were buried
properly. When I took Leo I was the only one who buried him. We did not hear anything thereafter of any other
funerals. I am really concerned and I would like to know what happened to those bodies. Do the parents of those
children know that their children died also.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Are you finished Mama?

MRS XATULA: The fourth one is I would like this Commission that it should not have 1993 as the deadline because



the people are still dying. These skirmishes which are all over are the responsibility of these people. I think the
Commission can think of any type of help or assistance that they can give. I am ending my presentation. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Mgojo.

DR MGOJO: Mama, we would like to get some clarification. You mentioned something in your statement. You said
two cars were stolen and you also say they are known.

MRS XATULA: Yes, there are two cars which were taken by the police. It was XV, it was van 1609. They said they
were stolen. The case was on and it was discovered that they were not stolen. During the court proceedings we saw a
car, one of my cars in the garage, Ronnies garage and when we asked about this it was said the car was brought in by the
police. When they realised that we have identified the car they removed it from that garage. Then we were acquitted.
When we went there to collect our van the van was nowhere to UMTATA HEARING EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE
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be found. Even today we cannot find that van. Our Sprinter also disappeared.

DR MGOJO: What would you like the Commission to do about that?

MRS XATULA: I would really like the Commission to try and investigate about the vehicles which disappeared.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Xatula I would like to thank you very much. It is strange to realise that some of the things that
you are saying, it seems as if it was, it were things which happened yesterday. When you were contacting us
telephonically and you were making enquiries about this gentlemen. It really touches us ...

------------------------------
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DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRMAN: We will ask Hlengiwe Mkhize to lead the witness.

MS MKHIZE: Mr Zibi, thank you very much it has been a long wait for you since this morning I would like you to tell
the commission and the audience at large about your brother Vuyani Zibi, so that we can all have an image of the person
we are talking about.

MR ZIBI: Vuyani Zibi was my younger brother, he was the fourth child at home he was a very obedient child, he was
also a quite person, a humble person, but he was very intelligent, that was evident in his studies. He used to go to school
at Ndamasa senior secondary, that's where he matriculated. After that he got a job at Works and Energy in the science
department here in Umtata. While he was working he continued with his studies as a registered student here at
UNITRA, and then in 1980, in February 1980 while he was writing his supplementary exams, he didn't come back. That
was the time that we realised that we would never see him again.

MS MKHIZE: I'd like to know whether from your knowledge of him, was he associated with any political organisations
during his student years.

MR ZIBI: At the time before his death, we didn't or the parents didn't even realise that he was involved in any political
organisations. But as a student you could see just like any other student, that they are politically aware, and they are
involved in certain political organisations. But when he, again when he skipped the country we did realise that he was a
member of the ANC.

MS MKHIZE: Maybe you can tell us as to how old was he when he left the country.

MR ZIBI: He was twenty one years old when he left the country.

MS MKHIZE: Did he share his plans with any one of you in the family that he intended leaving the country for political
reasons.

MR ZIBI: Like I've said, he didn't have a chance to tell us more about his political involvements, because the last time
we saw him he was writing his supplementary exams. Now we were waiting that after he had written the supplementary
exams we would see him again, but now like I said, he didn't finish those exams.

MS MKHIZE: Were you officially informed by any of the political leaders that he was in exile.

MR ZIBI: As a family we were not officially told, about skipping the country or wherever he is. But as the months went
on, we didn't even know a trace of his whereabouts. We even tried to look for him where he used to stay just to find out
if there was anybody who had any knowledge about him. But all in vain.

MS MKHIZE: According to the statement that you made you said he went to Lesotho and did he write to the family



while he was in Lesotho or send a message or try to communicate in one way or another.

MR ZIBI: He never communicated to the family. For us to know that he's in Lesotho, we only heard after an incident
that happened in Lesotho, that is when we were told that a group of people had been murdered. We were told by one of
the lawyers from Umtata Mr Madikizela.

MS MKHIZE: The incident which happened in Lesotho can you just clarify to the Commission what you heard, and
especially as it had affected your brother.

MR ZIBI: We got this report that there had been a mass attack in Lesotho, in Maseru specifically who were killed by the
South African soldiers in a place where they used to reside. Now after we got that report, the whole family was
interested. We also wanted to go and fetch his body. We contacted the then Transkei government so that we would be
able to go to Lesotho, fortunately, we did get permission to go and get his body from Lesotho. I can't remember the date
but we went on a Thursday, it was in December on a day between the 16th and the 27th December 1982. We left here
very early in the morning then we got there in the afternoon in Maseru. We went into an area that was used by whites at
the time in Lesotho. We were referred to a certain policeman of Lesotho. The people who welcomed us were friendly to
us, they were quite hospitable, they were from South Africa. They were all members of the ANC, they really helped us
until we got to a stage where we were sent into a place called Quinto, which was a mortuary. Then we got in to identify
the body. When we got into the mortuary, it was rather big. The sight that we encountered there was horrible. We had to
look at each and every one of those bodies so that we can identify our own. Most of the people that we saw there, there
body parts were scattered, they were torn. Most of them were burned. They even look like burned wooden remains.
Eventually we saw Vuyani's body which was also tattered, it was also charred. The police gave us an impression that
these people were supposed to be asleep. Vuyani had a bullet wound on the side of his head, which went through to the
back of his head, and again he was burned in his private parts. After identifying him, then we were given his body, after
all the documents it was now rather late on Thursday, we were forced to sleep there. We were told that at six O'Clock in
the morning we were going to take the body and then leave for home. But on Friday morning when we woke up, we had
another problem now, the car that we were driving with, it was five months old, we discovered that it was stolen. The
security police that was on duty at the time said no, when he came in to report on duty that morning he said he didn't
find the car at all, so on that Friday morning we had this problem, what are we going to do with the body, so we decided
to go back to that house that we got help in. That's where we again met those ANC members who helped us a lot,
Especially Mr Mpumhlwana, who was in Maseru at that time. I think his name is Lohiso, he really helped us on Friday.
He tried by all means so that we can ge a hearse which was going to take my brother back to South Africa. We got the
hearse in the afternoon, then we left after sunset, even though this hearse had a problem we managed. The Lesotho
policeman allowed us to go through the borders after they had been briefed about the purpose of our visit. A certain Mr
Selo explained to them the purpose of our visit, but when we got to South Africa, the South African police refused that
we should go through to South Africa. It was a bit different the way they treated us and the way they talked to us, they
were quite disdainful to us. Then we were forced to sleep because they said they didn't have - that they didn't have the
powers to let us though so we were forced to sleep along the road with the body until the following morning which was
now on Saturday. Then on Saturday we got word that we can now proceed that's how we crossed over. Now before we
got to Sterkspruit, just a short distance before we got to Sterkspruit the hearse broke down such that Mr Solo said that
this young man doesn't want to go home. He said this because of all these problems that were encountering. When we
got to Sterkspruit he called back to Maseru trying to get another hearse and in the meantime we thought we should hire
another one, something that will take us to Umtata - yes, we got a car which took us to Umtata.

MS MKHIZE: You really had many problems on your way from Lesotho back here to Umtata - I would like you to tell
the Commission about the circumstances around the funeral - once you are here at Umtata. How did you proceed to
make arrangements for his burial?

MR ZIBI: The funeral was at our home in Umtandoli. As the days went on we got a message and this message was that
we are supposed to bury Vuyani during the week and we were told the people in the funeral must not be more than 200
and we were told that at twelve o'clock the whole process must be over. But on that day of the funeral one of the older
men entered as a priest, because there were so few people at that time, in that funeral. The people who came to the
funeral were quite few but the people who were so many were the police. Even the people right behind the chair that I
was sitting on were the police.



MS MKHIZE: If you can further tell the Commission as to the impact of those restrictions on the normal mourning
process that takes place within families if a loss of this nature had occurred.

MR ZIBI: The restrictions had their impact because when somebody has died in a family there are people who usually
come to the home to comfort the family members, but we were restricted, but there were people who dared this order,
this restriction order. They came. Usually we are supposed to have young men to dig up the hole but there are those who
dared and went and arranged for the funeral. But people even if they didn't participate fully as they usually do in our
funerals, they did explain that it is because of these restrictions that they are not coming. But the funeral went on and
was over at the time when the Policemen wanted it to be. My sickly mother was a very hurt by this whole process.
Especially that Lesotho massacre. It really hurt her. She never recovered after that. Even after she died, a few years after
that - this stayed on for years after Vuyani was buried.

MS MKHIZE: It's made here, it's like you are in search for more information about people who lived closely to Vuyani.
Did you ever hear from any of his fellow comrades in Lesotho after his funeral?

MR ZIBI: I never got any word after the funeral. Unfortunately one of the people that I thought had knowledge about
this, especially about Vuyani he was Mr Matutu, unfortunately he died as the years went by. I think he was the one who
was going to have information but unfortunately he died before we could get anything from him. Now then after that we
never got any details about Vuyani's death.

MS MKHIZE: Before I hand you over back to our Chairperson I would ask you just to think about the things that you'd
be happy if the Commission can help you with. I see here you referred to his photo. If anyone has his photo can you
think of any other thing that you think the Commission can be of assistance with?

MR ZIBI: Firstly, as a family, we would like to know, we would like to know why were those people massacred. Why
were those people massacred in their sleep, unfortunately Vuyani was one of those. This looked like it happened at
night, as you can see when we went there it looked like Vuyani was asleep when he was attached. We would just like to
know the reason. We want to know from the South African soldiers why they did that, because we know that it was the
South African soldiers who did this. About the photo, unfortunately when I was trying to look, trying to search for his
photo, so that even those who are younger, even the next generation, those who are nieces and nephews to him should
know what he looked like. The last time I saw his photo it was in Lesotho. But now I unfortunately at the time we didn't
think of taking it and bringing it home. It looks like something that is insignificant, but it means quite a lot to us because
now people in his family don't know what he looked like. Thank you.

MS MKHIZE: As you know, according to your knowledge did Vuyani know or have any friends or any girlfriends that
he had a child with?

MR ZIBI: I did try to see if he had any child even while he was in Lesotho, we would really like to know more about
that if there is any child of his in Lesotho. We would like to know about that as well.

MS MKHIZE: Is that what you are asking the Commission to please try and investigate if your brother had any family
of his own in Lesotho?

MR ZIBI: Oh, yes, we would like it very much if the Commission can help us in that regard.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Zibi from the Commission About the fall of your brother, falling in a
foreign country in Lesotho. The details that you have put before us ask us that we should follow them and investigate.
We are going to do this. There is one thing that I want to report to you know that the Commission is going to meet with
all the political organisations and one of them will be one of the political parties that was in government at the time of
the National Party. This is one of the questions we are going to ask them - that who was doing the raids in Lesotho. We
are going to get the answers from them.

I would also like to ensure you that the reparation and, the Reparation Committee which is led by my colleague here
next to me, Commissioner Hlengiwe Mkhize, is looking very closely into this matter to see what other things that can be
things that can be permanent stones for your people to remember them, to remember our heroes, I assure you that your



brother's name will be in there. You will remember some of those people were never brought back to South Africa to be
buried properly. They died in foreign countries and they were buried in foreign countries but now this committee,
Hlengiwe Mkhize's committee is going to investigate and see what is going to happen. This Committee is going to see
how this people can be given their dignified and respective funerals. I assure you that all your requests will be taken
seriously by the Commission.

We will appeal to the entire country where you are asking that if there is anybody who has got a photograph or any
woman who had a relationship with your brother and out of that may been a child coming out of the relationship you
would like that family to get into contact with you it is a cry of a desperate family which would like to have something
which will perpetuate the memory of your brother, and I'm sure that call and that cry is being taken seriously.

We thank you very much and we are grateful for your time.

--------------------
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: I'd like to make sure about your name. Are you Bandlakazi because your name is reflected as
Bondlakazi are you Bekwa?

MRS BEKWA: Bekwa.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Bekwa. We welcome you Mama. We'd like you to take an oath and Mr Xundu will lead you.

REV XUNDU: We welcome you Mrs Bekwa and you and your many people, we know that you had lost a loved one
who is your son. At the time it was just something which was not taken seriously, but you can know that it is one of the
heroes. Please stand to take an oath.

BANDLAKAZI JANE BEKWA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Reverend Xundu, Mama, will lead you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Bekwa, are you married and what is your clan name?

MRS BEKWA: I am a Zotwa, I was Mrs Bekwa.

REV XUNDU: The gentleman next to me is also having the same clan name with you?

MRS BEKWA: Lungi is my third born.

REV XUNDU: Among your sons?

MRS BEKWA: Four sons.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I'd like you to give us a brief outline about Lundi. Please inform us what happened and why
did it happen.
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MRS BEKWA: I would like to expand a bit about Lundi. Lundi was attending the school here in Port Elizabeth at the
Methodist when she passed the standard, she went to Lowiso. He wanted to go to another school and I said he must wait
and make an application. I asked him what courses would you like to follow, he said he doesn't want to be a teacher
because I asked him if he wanted to be a teacher like me, he said he wanted to be a lawyer.

But he said since it is late already for this year for tertiary education, I will have to make another application. He said he



would be doing temporary jobs and then he got a job at City Treasure and Park Tower.

That was the beginning of his harassment by the police. During the lunch he would be taken by the police and they
would take him to Sanlam, they would request him to be an informer. He told me that he told them that he would rather
die rather than be an informer.

REV XUNDU: Was he any member of any organisation?

MRS BEKWA: I didn't understand your question, would you repeat it please?

REV XUNDU: By this time, was he a member of any organisation?

MRS BEKWA: Yes, he was a member of the UDF.

REV XUNDU: I'd like to find out if he was a member of PEPCO?

MRS BEKWA: No, he was member of the United Democratic Front. Lundi would say I am unable to have my lunch
peacefully because the Boers would come and take me to Sanlam and persuade me to be their informer. As I've said
before, he used to say he would rather die.

REV XUNDU: Did he tell you who were the people who used to take him?
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MRS BEKWA: No, I do not know. He continued working there and he told me that it happened daily. I told him that it
is your choice, if you prefer to betray your people, then you can do it, but if you feel that you will stand for the truth,
then it is also your choice.

He said I will never betray my people. He said he will rather loose the job because they always say they know that we
are a big family, my mother is struggling so they would like me to be part of them. I used to inform them that I am
making ends meet.

REV XUNDU: I'd like to disturb you a bit. I'd like us to be brief Mama. Okay, what happened?

MRS BEKWA: Yes, I am coming to that point. They used to say they would give him money and he used to say he
won't take money which was dripping with blood.

At the end of the year he received a letter which admitter him at Nqoya University. The Boers used to come with a
white kombi and always wanted to take them along with them. He always refused to go with them.

I made preparations for him so that he could go. He used to travel separately by plane because I knew that the police
were always looking for him, so he never travelled by train because I was trying to protect him.

REV XUNDU: When did he go to the university?

MRS BEKWA: It was in 1982. He was in the faculty of (indistinct), 1982, it is when he was killed.

REV XUNDU: Did he also join any organisation there?

MRS BEKWA: I am not aware of any. The only thing that I know is that he was a member of the UDF as I have
mentioned. Maybe at school his colleagues can state that he belonged to another one.
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REV XUNDU: Can we just get more information about how did he get injured?

MRS BEKWA: Mpomelelo Faku was the one who gave me a programme. I can give you the programme, because that
is where everything is reflected. On the whole it is the Inkatha which killed him because Inkatha wanted to hold a
meeting there at school, but the children refused, so the quarrel started.

REV XUNDU: What did they want to do there, why did Inkatha want to go there?

MRS BEKWA: I think it was the memorial of King Qetwalo.

REV XUNDU: So were the students attacked because of their refusal to accommodate the Inkatha?

MRS BEKWA: Yes. Some of the children ran away. Some of the children were attacked whilst they were going to the
lectures or to the library.

REV XUNDU: Did this happen during the night?

MRS BEKWA: I am not quite sure because I was not there. That is why I say I have the record and documents to that.

REV XUNDU: How many children died?

MRS BEKWA: About five died. Lundi was amongst them. I think the others were from Piet Retief, the other one was
from Durban, the other one was from Bushbuckridge.

REV XUNDU: Were you informed by the university about what happened to your son?

MRS BEKWA: I came to know about this when it was broadcast over the radio. Mr Zwoka came, who is the reverend
and I asked him whether he knew anything about my son because I was shocked to see him. He confirmed that it was
my son who had been killed.

I said I was going to Durban to see my child. Reverend PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Zwoka said I shouldn't want to go, he said one of my children should go, so I had a son who is Zondelelo, who was also
a victim of the apartheid, who was pushed out of the train and then he was then amputated, both his legs were
amputated.

Zondelelo was a militant. He went to the university and he could find a few belongings. His books were lost. REV
XUNDU: I'd like to find out Mama, did the university authorities inform you that your son had died in that conflict?

MRS BEKWA: I received a letter from Incabinde, it was after Zondelelo had already been there. He said he was
sympathising and sending condolences about my son's death.

REV XUNDU: Was there any inquests or was a post-mortem done?

MRS BEKWA: I wrote a letter to Incabinde, trying to find out about the circumstances which led to my son's death. He
responded by saying he was never informed about an inquest, he advised me to write a letter to the Magistrate, he is the



one who might be able to give me details about the arrangements of the post-mortem.

I didn't get anything from any of the people to whom I was sent, nobody gave my any information and why were they
killed, and how were they killed. The only thing that I know is that it was said the Inkatha, the police and the Defence
Force from Durban was responsible for this death.

REV XUNDU: Was Incabinde a rector at the time?

MRS BEKWA: Yes, he was a rector at the time.

REV XUNDU: Who is the Chancellor presently?

MRS BEKWA: Do you mean at that time? It is the one person who is at KwaZulu, the one whom I hate, it is Gatsha,
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because he is mentioned.

REV XUNDU: Who is this gentlemen from KwaZulu?

MRS BEKWA: It is Buthelezi.

REVD XUNDU: Okay. Were there any lawyers who assisted you to make some investigations?

MRS BEKWA: I contacted Incabinde because I wanted him to give me more details. He did nothing else but send me
from one office to another, that's why I didn't get any information. I continued to make enquiries, but I didn't get any
information. I was surprised because I sent my son for education, but he came back as a corpse. But I was glad because
he died in the institution in which I have sent him.

REV XUNDU: Was there any lawyers that you went to?

MRS BEKWA: No, the lawyer who was always handling our cases, the lawyer Mcenge, also died and his wife also
died. REV XUNDU: The child was brought in, was he transferred to your place?

MRS BEKWA: Yes, he was put in a coffin which was a coffin for paupers. All the students were there and everybody
gave support. I had to go to the shops to buy some food for the students who were filling my place because they were
coming to support me.

They didn't even want to go anywhere because they said they wanted to come to my place. They didn't mind that my
house was very small. They said they didn't want to go to anybody's place, but my place.

We were assisted by the neighbours for everything which was required at the time.

REV XUNDU: I have another question for you Mama. What would you like the Commission to do if it was capable?

MRS BEKWA: I know Lundi was going to be a breadwinner,
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because before he left he said to me, Mama, as I can see that you are struggling so that I can be educated, I will take
over when I finish school. Your grandchildren will never struggle and all my relatives will not struggle, because I will
try my best so that they can continue their education.

And he was prepared to build me a house because he was very proud of himself, he was certain that he was going to a
successful lawyer, he stated that wherever I would go, I would never suffer. I will give you monthly support, financial
support of R5 000-00.

REV XUNDU: Mama, what would you like the Commission to do? What is your wish?

MRS BEKWA: I cannot hear properly.

REV XUNDU: What is your wish?

MRS BEKWA: I'd like the Commission to make investigations about what happened at the university. There are many
students who state that they were there. Mr Brian Dlebe was supposed to be here, he had promised to come and give
support and add some information.

Unfortunately his father has died so he has to make funeral arrangements for him. Xolisle Nana is the other one who is
prepared to give evidence, because they were his friends, they know what happened. There are some girls who were also
prepared to come.

I'd like you to make contact with those people, they might give you more information because I was not there, but most
of the information they might be having, I can also give you some facts that I documented, so that you can go on with
your investigations.

REV XUNDU: Were there any problems during the funeral?
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MRS BEKWA: Yes, the police would come and hit the people, trying to disperse them from the funeral. They wanted to
take the corpse. There was a huge crowd of people which was dispersed by the police, I think it is because my son was
the first student to be killed by the police, it was such a huge crowd which attended the funeral.

Many of them wanted to make a speech because Lundi was popular amongst them and he was also a comrade.

REV XUNDU: Was Xolisle Jack the Xolisle that you're talking about?

MRS BEKWA: Yes, the Xolisle that I say he was also a friend to my son, is Xolisle Jack.

REV XUNDU: Would you like to say anything more than what you've said?

MRS BEKWA: As Lundi died in October, he was about to get married in December. As he was about to get married, I
had already bought a car so that when he, after the marriage they should go to their honeymoon.

Nunkeleko died, she was the fiance. She also died. They were buried together.

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. I will hand over to the Chairperson, maybe some of the Commissioners would
like to ask you some questions.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you Reverend Xundu. Any questions? Revd Finca?



MR FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. I would like to ask a few questions to the witness. I'd like to know
the role of the university of Mqoya. I think there are some issues that it might have handled, so we'd like to know
whether they had any responsibility that they had taken when your son died. I want to find out did I get it right when
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your son died, you read this, it was on papers and the university never informed you because we believe the institution
was supposed to have informed you about his death.

MRS BEKWA: Nobody informed me. Revd Zonka is the person who came to me. Incabinde who is the rector of the
university at the time, he wrote me a letter later on after my son had already been there, the one who was surviving the
deceased.

MR FINCA: When you went to fetch your son, did the university provide any transport so that your son should be
brought along in a dignified manner?

MRS BEKWA: He was brought along in the kombi of the university. I requested the person to go because I was trying
to protect him, because I was afraid that the children or the youth would be angry and could come and assault the person
who is driving the ...

MR FINCA: (tape starts) ... give a speech so that you can get information about the death of your child?

MRS BEKWA: No, nothing of the sort did happen. The only thing that happened is during the memorial service,
Mpomelelo Faku was the one who was addressing people, informing them about what happened, that is where I got the
information.

MR FINCA: Was there any inquest made by the university with regard to your son's death, did they inform you or
contact you to state what happened?

MR BEKWA: No, nothing. I believe that they were happy about the incident. I repeat, I'd like the investigations to be
made so that this should never happen again. It is painful to send your child for tertiary education and then he comes
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back as a corpse. They used to say he is a Xhosa and they would be harassed by the other students. But they used to
continue studying although they were having racism amongst themselves. The Sotho's, the Zulu's and the Xhosa's. I was
surprised why could they accommodate other racial groups, yet they knew that they wanted only the Zulu's to be in that
university.

I am having a problem because my children have not been educated, because my son was prepared to take over from
me. I have this child who was thrown from the train, the window of a train and his legs were amputated.

Lundi was prepared to support my children and the whole family.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: We would like to thank you Mama Bekwa for your evidence. We all share your pain as the
South Africans, it was very painful to hear what happened at the university when those five children died at the
University of Zululand.



It was suspected that they were killed by the Inkatha group members and they were killed during the day when there
was an occasion. A day which was supposed to have been regarded as the day to rejoice as it was the graduation
ceremony for those who have succeeded.

Unfortunately the university turned into a battlefield as the students were attacked by the armed group of people when
they were unarmed. He is not the only one, Professor Marupati who is University of South Africa, has also a story to tell
because his son died during that incident.

He is now stationed there at Pretoria, I can remember him as one of the people who suffered also in the same way as you
have suffered.
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We have a branch of the Commission, I am certain that the investigators and the people who are researchers will try to
communicate with those who are in Natal and give them Lundi's name so that we can get clarity of what really happened
that day.

We will try to consider your request, I would not say we will meet your son's wishes and needs, especially for - the
promise to support you financially and give you R5 000-00 a month, I am certain that you understand that you are not
the only one and there are so many people, because we are going all over the country and there might be more wishes.

At times we should like it when the people realise it that some of their needs and demands may not be met.

MRS BEKWA: I'd like to find out if that incident cannot be televised, because I have never seen what happened. That is
my request. Maybe when I see on TV and watch it, there might be some people whom you could identify who would be
on the TV.

CHAIRMAN: As I've said before Mama, we will try to make contact with some of the journalists, there might be some
footages of the incident, maybe they could assist us. Probably you'd be able to get some assistance in that regard.

Thank you.

--------------------
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DATE: 27-06-1996 NAME: NICHOLAS L. GANGCA

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: Nicholas Lulamile Gangca. We would like to thank you for your presence here and we hope
that you will take this opportunity and give us details about what happened. As we always do, I would request Reverend
Xundu so that you can take an oath before you can give evidence. REV XUNDU: Thank you sir and we welcome you. I
would like you to stand up so that you can take an oath.

NICHOLAS LULAMILE GANGCA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you. You can take a seat.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Over to you Ms Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Mr Gangca, we have a statement here - you are going to give evidence about Monde Gangca, who was
injured and was fatally injured, it was in 1985.

Could you please give us brief information and a short background about him, the organisations to which he belonged
and anything that you can think of about him?

MR GANGCA: Monde Gangca was a member of the United Democratic Front, he was also a boxer, he used to attend or
perform here at Centenary Hall. He would always go for training. I was always selling liquor so he would assist me at
times.

So this particular day he requested me to release him so that he doesn't help me with the sales that I was doing, so that
he can go for training. He did go, I knew that he would come together here at Centenary Hall. I think it was
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at four, between four and five, it was in summer, so it was still not yet sunset.

Somebody called me out and said I must come and look because Monde was being attacked by the AZAPO. I went to
the spot, when I came there, I was informed that he was taken to hospital. I went to the police station to give a
statement, they asked me with whom am I staying. I stated that I was staying with my mother and Monde himself.

My wife was at the church at the time. They told me to go to their mortuary. I saw him and I could identify him. I was
very angry because he was hacked. There was a gashing wound on the head.

I wanted to confirm and make sure so I opened it because I wanted to see the extent of the injuries. He was hacked on
the chest, the ribs were also chopped. I also took - I went back home and took my axe and I wanted to challenge those
who had attacked my brother.

In the mean time I was expected to go to the police station again after a day or two, I was prepared to revenge the death



of my brother. The police wanted to arrest me because they said I must not take the law into my hands.

I waited for quite a long time, but nothing happened. Whilst I was staying, I learnt information that they were
threatening to attack me also - these members of AZAPO.

I was informed by some of my friends that they were looking into the matter and they were going to attack me.

MS MAYA: Can you go back. You said somebody came to inform you about your brother's injuries?

MR GANGCA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you know anything about a person who might have witnessed the killing?
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MR GANGCA: When I got there, I made enquiries to the people who were nearby. Most of the people said they were
afraid so the only person who was left behind, was my neighbour, Mabasho. He is the person who closed his eyes.

MS MAYA: Is the person who closed his eyes, the one who found him dead?

MR GANGCA: No, he just saw the fight and then he went there and then when he saw that he is my brother, he closed
his eyes because he was just starring. He assisted him to go to hospital.

MS MAYA: How could the people from the AZAPO organisation be identified?

MR GANGCA: Most of the people knew them.

MS MAYA: How many were they and how old were they?

MR GANGCA: It was said it was a mixture of both old and young.

MS MAYA: You said he wanted to collect his friends who was going with him for training. Where were these friends?

MR GANGCA: I was informed that all of them were hacked because it was a funeral of four people when they were
buried.

MS MAYA: Are there any people who can mention?

MR GANGCA: No, at the time it was very difficult to ask the people, because even if I wanted to know who were the
people who were responsible for his death, nobody gave me the information because they were scared.

They agreed and admitted that they had seen the people and the knew them but they didn't give me the information.

MS MAYA: In other words there was nobody that was arrested?

MR GANGCA: No, because the police said I must wait they
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will make enquiries and investigations and find out what happened.

MS MAYA: Was there any investigation?

MR GANGCA: No, I don't remember.

MS MAYA: In other words you have never been called to appear in court?

MR GANGCA: No, because I went to lay a charge, because they said I must wait, I will hear from them, I waited until
the day of the burial and nothing happened.

MS MAYA: Did he have his own family, the wife or children?

MR GANGCA: No, he didn't.

MS MAYA: As you came here, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR GANGCA: There are so many of them. You know there were two of us, my mother was an old age pensioner. This
brother of mine used to work and then he would assist me with the contribution in maintenance.

I am not working, I believed that my brother would have been assisting me. As he was training he was trying to be a
professional boxer, probably I would also be benefitting. Maybe I could have also be having a car, be in possession of a
car by now due to my brother's performances.

MS MAYA: You can continue Mr Gangca. Is there anything that you would like to say? You can continue.

MR GANGCA: No, I've got only one thing. The Commission can use its own discretion and see what it could do. We
called him Maqcina. If Maqcina was still alive, that is why I say, I wouldn't be eating bread only, I would be well-to-do,
probably. I also want those people to be arrested.

MS MAYA: I'd like you to repeat what you've just said.
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MR GANGCA: I want the attackers to be brought to book. If I say I would like to be assisted myself, I don't refer to
myself only. I would also like the other people who were responsible for his death to be arrested.

I am also afraid to go and beg to other people, because I don't know who is the next person to hack me to death,
probably I would also be attacked because they had already threatened to do that.

The Commission can use its discretion. My electricity has been cut off because I am unemployed, I am unable to meet
all the requirements, I am certain that my younger brother could have been supporting me, we would be working
together cooperatively to maintain the family.

MS MAYA: We thank you very much Mr Gangca about your story. Is that all that you would like to say?

MR GANGCA: Yes, Ma'am, I am through.

MS MAYA: I will hand you over to others, maybe my colleagues would like to have some questions.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Mr Xundu?



REV XUNDU: I would like to ask one question. Who was the leader of the AZAPO at that time?

MR GANGCA: The leader of the AZAPO as we always knew or heard, it was said it was Maqina. I cannot hide that
information, because that is what I know.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you Lulamile, we share your pain because you have lost your brother, Monde. You are
still very young and was ambitious.

We are certain he was ambitious because he was one of the professional boxers or one of the champions in this Eastern
Province.

We have heard what you have said, the Commission will
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take it into consideration. We are also grateful that you have for this opportunity because we are certain that you have
been bottling this for quite a long time.

You might be grateful that you at last got the opportunity to say this in public, thank you very much.

--------------------
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: We would like to call a person whom I think will be the last witness, Mamkeli Jonas. Mamkeli
Jonas, would you please come forward.

Please be patient people, we are about to finish. I would like us to remember that when we are leaving this room, or this
hall, we should please ... (tape starts)

MR JONAS: No, I cannot remember any. What I remember is that my mother was once called here at New Brighton.

PANEL MEMBER: As I understand she went to court?

MR JONAS: I remember that my mother said he was given R800-00.

PANEL MEMBER: What was the money for?

MR JONAS: It was said it is the money to compensate the death of my father.

PANEL MEMBER: Who gave her the money?

MR JONAS: I don't know, it was said it was just an offer.

PANEL MEMBER: Was it the policeman or the Magistrate who gave him the money?

MR JONAS: There was a cheque and then he was given and said she must go and do transactions at the bank.

PANEL MEMBER: How many are you?

MR JONAS: We were four when my father died, but we had other half-sisters and brothers, two of them because my
mother was the second wife to my father.

PANEL MEMBER: Is your mother still alive?
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MR JONAS: Yes, my mother is still alive.

PANEL MEMBER: What would you like the Commission to do for you if it was capable of doing anything?

MR JONAS: I'd like the Truth Commission to assist me and to support us because my father used to maintain us.

I would like the Truth Commission to replace our father.



PANEL MEMBER: Don't you wish that we should make investigations about your father's death?

MR JONAS: Yes, I wish that investigations would be made to find out why was he killed and who killed him.

PANEL MEMBER: Is there anything that you would like us to look into or consider?

MR JONAS: No, I don't have any other stories.

PANEL MEMBER: I am handing over to you Mr Chairperson.

I would like us not to spoil this discipline that we have maintained and the dignity that we have maintained for this time.

I had already prepared some few words so as to thank the community of Port Elizabeth, please do not make me, or
tempt me to withdraw the words that I have already prepared.

I said the people who would like to go, should do that in dignity as usual when somebody is leaving the church and the
court before it adjourns.

I've already handed over sir, to you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA: Now, are you in school, are you working, you're not doing anything?

MR JONAS: No, I am not doing anything.

DR RAMASHALA: ... about your mother?

MR JONAS: No, my mother is suffering from tuberculosis.
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DR RAMASHALA: Brothers and sisters?

MR JONAS: Some of my siblings are attending school.

DR RAMASHALA: How old are they? Start with the older.

MR JONAS: The other one was born in 1975, he is my younger brother. He is a boy.

INTERPRETER: The interpreter cannot hear. The interpreter cannot hear.

DR RAMASHALA: What does she do?

MR JONAS: She is attending school, she is doing standard 5.

DR RAMASHALA: What year?

MR JONAS: She is doing standard 2.

DR RAMASHALA: Next one? That's all?



MR JONAS: I don't know where are the other two. Those belong to my stepmother.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order please.

MR JONAS: When my father died, my stepmother took her siblings. They are still younger than I am.

DR RAMASHALA: How far did you go in school?

MR JONAS: I went as far as standard 5.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you. As you can hear from the questions that you are being asked, there is an attempt to
get enlightenment, clear enlightenment about your problems so that we can see what could be done about those
problems.

Now, we are releasing you, you are free to go.

Now, we've come to the end and I would just like to say to the Bishop, the Chairperson of the Commission, Archbishop
Tutu I think you would express the feeling that the people of Port Elizabeth showed it again that they cheer about issues
that affect their people.

This community has told us in the last few days as they PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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did before, they told us stories of the heroes and heroines of this area who are responsible for the relief that we are
enjoying today from oppression in our struggle for liberation.

In closing this ceremony I will ask Reverend Finca to say a few words. Just a few closing remarks as the local
Commissioner to whom we are indebted for the success that we have enjoyed.

REV FINCA: I am not going to be long Chairperson, I would just like to thank everyone, all of the people from Port
Elizabeth for the support and the respect and the dignity that you displayed in this special hearing yesterday and today.
We are very excited that in spite the cold, the hall is full.

I just want to say Chairperson, if you will allow me, to explain something that kept on cropping up that people have
requests about the ways in which they could be helped, we would need to emphasise this now and again, that the duty of
the Commission is to make recommendations to the President of the country, President Mandela.

The decisions and actions to be taken depend on the President and his Cabinet. If someone made a particular request like
the rebuilding of his or her house and that doesn't happen, I just want to explain this right from the outset, that the
decision about implementation of this request depends on the President.

I would like to thank you Chairperson for sharing today's session. We got used to the assistance that you offered us and
we have become dependent on your support and your assistance.

We would like to thank Dr Mapule Ramashala who is the
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Commissioner from the Western Cape, who also managed to be with us in this hearing and others before. Thank you
Mapule.

We feel incomplete without you and we hope that on all our hearings, if it is possible, we hope to be with you.

A special word of thanks to Advocate Potgieter. Denzil, this is as far as I can remember the first hearing that you have
attended. In East London, you came but you had to leave urgently because of an interdict that was serving in court
which you had to attend to, we have enjoyed your company and we are indeed very grateful that you have made the time
to be with us.

I would like to thank the NGO's here in Port Elizabeth. Throughout the Eastern Cape where the NGO's have come
together to form themselves into a NGO coordinating structure, where NGO's are openly of support of the TRC. In the
Eastern Cape we are not aware of another area where the NGO's have organised themselves into a structure to work in
support of the TRC.

The successes that we have enjoyed here, what we have achieved here, is not accidental - the Council of Churches and
we do wish to convey our sincere thanks. Can we thank the members of the South African police who in the last two
days have been with us here. I know that they are in a difficult position because the number of people who are named
here as perpetrators come from the ranks of the police, and they have all the reasons to feel uncomfortable in our
hearings.

But we are indeed blessed and delighted that they have given us such good service and our hearings here in Port
Elizabeth have been extremely well protected. And we wish
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to thank you sirs for that.

Oh, yes, and ladies, who are serving in the police.

Could I say a word of thanks to the choir in absentia for the rendering of the good music at the beginning of our
sessions. They have indeed inspired us.

Finally all my colleagues, Sandi, Maya, Xundu, the staff under the Regional, the statement taker, the staff under Vic
Dunowani ... at very short notice to make this hearing possible and I am lucky and proud to have a team of your calibre.

Lastly, I wish to announce our hearing here too. In Queenstown from the 22nd to the 24th of July 1996. Acting
Chairperson, thank you very much.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Revd Finca. He couldn't thank himself, so I think I will have to thank him.

Indeed if he was someone who couldn't work well with his team, they would not have been so inspired to make this
occasion so successful.

We thank him for that, thank you Revd Finca.

Now I have the authority to say that we have now come to the end of this.

--------------------
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DR BORAINE: Chairperson the following witness is Rejoice Mlungisi Kungwayo. Could that person please come
forward.

Good afternoon Mr Kungwayo, would you please put the earphones on so that we can follow each other. I want to just
test that you can hear my voice and can hear the translation.

MR KUNGWAYO: Yes, I can hear properly.

DR BORAINE: Fine. Mr Kungwayo, just like the previous witness you've had a very long wait and I hope you are not
too tired and that you are ready to tell your story.

Your story is similar in a way to the previous story we've heard. It involves the whole question of the UDF-AZAPO but
there is an element of even greater tragedy, the sense of awful killing by necklace and you weren't even there.

So it must be very hard for you. We want you to tell us the story. Before you do so though, I must ask you to stand to
take the oath.

REJOICE MLUNGISI KUNGWAYO: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Please be seated. Mr Kungwayo, Calin Xundu is going to lead you and be of
assistance to you as you tell your story, thank you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Kungwayo, your story is almost similar to the previous one. I'd like you
just to highlight and mention the following aspects.
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To which organisation did you belong?

MR KUNGWAYO: I was a member of the UDF.

REV XUNDU: Were you all members of the UDF or was it only you?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, it was me who was a member. No my elder brother was also not involved.

REV XUNDU: Why were you arrested?

MR KUNGWAYO: I can state that in 1985 I was arrested due to the feud which was among the UDF and AZAPO
members.



It was during the time when the community members were assisting the UDF so as to protect their families, especially
the leaders who were always terrorised by the AZAPO members.

REV XUNDU: Why were you arrested, was their a charge laid against you?

MR KUNGWAYO: In the statement intimidation and the possession of dangerous weapons were the charges which
were laid against me.

REV XUNDU: How long were you sentenced for?

MR KUNGWAYO: I had to serve 18 months, it was in 1985.

REV XUNDU: When did you learn about your brother's death?

MR KUNGWAYO: It was in 1985, I was a prisoner at the time.

REV XUNDU: Did they tell you how your brother was killed?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, they didn't give me details. It was just a letter which I received from my family. My wife used
to write me letters so that is how I got this information. There were other political prisoners who were detained and they
also informed me about this. They also stated that he had been burnt and he was necklaced.

REV XUNDU: Do you think he was just isolated?

MR KUNGWAYO: Could you please repeat the question?
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REV XUNDU: Was there a fight during this day or do you think he was singled out?

MR KUNGWAYO: According to the information it was said he was burnt when he was found in one of the streets.

REV XUNDU: Were there any inquest held or was there any post-mortem according to the information? Did you get
any information about an inquest or a post-mortem?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, nothing was done.

REV XUNDU: Do you have a death certificate to the effect that your brother had died?

MR KUNGWAYO: Yes, I have it because when I came out of the prison I made attempts to obtain the death certificate,
I have it with me now.

REV XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR KUNGWAYO: I left my brother in the house and during the time he was not an activist, I was the activist. So I left
him with my wife, so what I would like to request is the Commission should please establish the reasons for my
brother's murder.

REV XUNDU: Was he married?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, he was not married. He just had a girlfriend with whom he co-habitated, they have a child.



REV XUNDU: In other words does he have a child?

MR KUNGWAYO: Could you please repeat the question?

REV XUNDU: Does he have a child or how old is the child and which standard is he?

MR KUNGWAYO: I think the child is doing Sub B.

REV XUNDU: Where does she live?

MR KUNGWAYO: She lives with the grandmother. The grandmother is frail and aged.
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REV XUNDU: In other words you would like the Commission to assist you with the maintenance of the child?

MR KUNGWAYO: The problem is that I'm unemployed. Nobody is employed, my wife is not employed either and
usually my niece usually visits us because I've never contributed anything, his father is deceased, the child's mother is
deceased and the person who is looking after the child, is aged. We would like to get some assistance and also that there
should be some enquiries into his death, my brother's death. Thank you.

REVD TUTU: Order please. Any questions? Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA: Is your mother receiving any assistance at all?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, I don't have parents any more.

DR RAMASHALA: Grandmother.

MR KUNGWAYO: Yes, she is staying with the maternal grandmother.

DR RAMASHALA: You don't know?

MR KUNGWAYO: No, I don't know. She gets old age pension.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you.

REVD TUTU: Thank you very much Mr Kungwayo for your statement. The Commission will try to find out what
happened to your brother, thank you very much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27-06-1996 NAME: AMANDA E. MAGWACA

WONGA BILLIE

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 2

ACTING CHAIRMAN: We are going to call upon Amanda Eunice Magwaca together with
Wonga Billie, they should come to the stand please.

Good afternoon to you Mrs Magwaca and to you Mr Billie. I'll ask Reverend Xundu
to swear you in so that you can start with your statement.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I welcome you before I request you to take the
oath, thank you for your contribution and the contribution of your children who
fell in the struggle for liberation and whose death were not in vain. Can you
stand up please.

AMANDA EUNICE MAGWACA & WONGA BILLIE: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: I'll hand over to you Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, thank you Reverend Xundu. It is usually our procedure, we
will request Ntsiki Sandi to help you and guide you in your statement.

MR SANDI: Mrs Magwaca, your statement is about your husband Vukile Magwaca, he
was a member of the street committee at Kwazakele township in 1986.

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, he was a member of the area street committee.

MR SANDI: Was there a state of emergency at that time?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, yes, yes, there was.

MR SANDI: You said in your statement on the 19th of June in
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1986 Security Police came, three Security Policemen and one Black Policeman came
to your house, who was there when they came?

MRS MAGWACA: The first thing, I just want to apologise because some of the
things I haven't included in that statement, they are just coming to mind now.
On the evening of Wednesday, at one o'clock my husband was not sleeping at the
house because he was afraid of being arrest.

On that particular night he was at home and then at one o'clock in the morning
we heard a car stopping outside and we woke up. He went to the window and peeped
and I also peeped.

Then he asked whose car is this and then I said I don't know because it is a



state of emergency, so we just ignored it, but the car didn't stop directly in
front of our gate, diagonally opposite and then we went to sleep again and then
on Thursday, the following morning and then about at the same time on Thursday
now, and I was alone on that particular night, I heard a kombi stopping outside
and then I looked through the window and found that it was the same kombi.

And I couldn't sleep, I was scared, I was just laying on my bed because my kids
were still very small, my three kids were still very small. The older one was
not at home, he was serving a prison sentence in Mntansane and I was scared and
sleepless.

About 15 minutes later after hearing this I heard a knock on my door and the
doors were being banged, kicked and the windows and then my light was not off,
so I braised it and then the Boers were shouting at me to open and then I went
to open and then my third child and the two younger
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ones and a friend of his from the street, were sleeping in the other room and
these police came in together with this Black policeman.

And when they came in this first Boer asked where is Lamla, where is Popi and we
want Lamla, we want Popi and Lamla because your child is very good at making
petrol bombs.

I said I didn't know where they were, because they were not at home. And the
Black policeman said how could I say I didn't know, I said no, they don't tell
me when they go, they never tell me when they go.

And then they pushed me around and pushed me and I would fall and get up and
then they would ask me to dress up. They said I will have to tell them where my
husband was, I told them I didn't know. And then they said Lamla is a member of
a political organisation as a comrade, I must tell them.

They were turning everything upside down and took away our photo's next to the
phone and some of them, I still had a phone, which was also taken away at that
same time. They took some photographs and they were searching and they took an
album. Every picture of my husband was taken away and they asked me to dress.

I didn't want to put on my clothes, but I was getting cold and my body was
aching because they were throwing me down.

MR SANDI: And eventually did they take you?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, they did take me. They forced me to put on my clothes because
of this policeman and these White ones. This policeman dragged me forcefully and
then I put on my clothes. The reason I didn't want to leave is that I
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was worried about the kids, the young kids that I had to leave behind.

MR SANDI: So where did they take you to?

MRS MAGWACA: They took me in their vehicle, in the van which I found parked



outside when I got out. I got into this van, there was a gentleman, one
gentleman who said to me there were other cars lining the street, he said, this
man said, you know they have been wanting to get you because they want this Popi
and Lamla so we went and a number of people were taken, collected and they were
going up and down with me.

They were taking people in the community, in the street until they filled the
van. Then they came back to our street and then they took another lady and the
van was full and then it went to drop its passengers at Algoa.

MR SANDI: Did they return you to your place?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, in the morning, in the morning, towards six o'clock, between
five and six and then they stopped at this lady in front of us and then they
stopped closer to my house in the street.

MR SANDI: Who did you find at home when you returned?

MRS MAGWACA: It is the young kids that I left behind that I found. When I
entered the gate I met my husband at the gate and he asked me where I was from.
I said I have been taken away by the Boers and they are looking for you and
Lamla and I didn't sleep as you can see.

MR SANDI: Who was he with at the time you met him at the gate?

MRS MAGWACA: He was by himself. We met at the gate, on the lawn there, he was
alone, he was just coming.

MR SANDI: Didn't you say there were four people who were

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

5 AE MAGWACA

with him, Temakozi and Tando Mbambani?

MRS MAGWACA: No, they had not yet arrived at the time. It is just my husband and
I and then we entered and then we sat and I had a neighbour with whom I was
going to work, another lady. Whilst we were inside the house, these four
comrades came in and they talked and chatted with my husband and I was saying to
my husband he should go and come back later to make porridge for himself, but
they delayed.

They continued with their conversation and then at about quarter to seven I
heard a knock at the front door, then we looked at one another and I went to



open.

As I opened these Boers came in together with this Black policeman who was in
uniform.

MR SANDI: Who was this Black policeman?

MRS MAGWACA: I don't know sir. I really don't know, but the comrades here they
know him. They know the policeman who arrested.

MR SANDI: Were they all taken together with Mr Billie, next to you?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, that is so.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a lawyer for assistance or advice about the arrest of
your husband?

MRS MAGWACA: I went to Mr Ganuno to tell him about what happened to my husband
and he did enter into some correspondence with the police and the Black Sash.
They were was a response to the fact that my husband ran away, he escaped.

MR SANDI: Did you see him after being arrested, your husband?

MRS MAGWACA: No, I didn't, no I didn't see him after he was arrested. We tried,
but all in vain and the lawyers
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tried to write letters, but they were told that he skipped the country. His
younger brother tried also, but now and again he would report to me where he
went to search and it was not successful anywhere.

MR SANDI: And Mr Wonga Billie next to you, was he one of those who were arrested
with your husband? Do you think his statement we will touch on that?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes I think it will because they were together. Yes, it will
because they were together.

MR SANDI: If I understood you well, quite clearly amongst your request to the
Commission, your request is that they should investigate the death or
disappearance of your husband. Is there any other request to the community?

MRS MAGWACA: My request to the Commission I am very unhappy, I am not satisfied
at all.

MR SANDI: Take your time. Take your time, let me know when you are ready to
continue, but on the whole we have covered everything. I just wanted to ask what
did the - did the authorities say your husband ran away when he was in
Bethelsdorp?

MRS MAGWACA: Yes, yes, that's what they said.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say before I go on to Mr Billie? Is that all?

MRS MAGWACA: My wish Commissioner I have kids who cannot do anything for
themselves, they were very small still attending school and my kids, all my
three kids, my older kids they ended up being delinquents because they lost
their father, they couldn't attend school, they couldn't continue with their
schooling because the person who was encouraging them and guiding them, they



dropped out of school and then I experienced poverty because I depended on my
husband and
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then I became poor and even my health has been affected.

I still feel very bitter because I never had the chance to give my husband a
funeral, so I would like to get his bones, what they did to him and where did
they put him, I just want that information. Even if I could just only get the
remains, I am not satisfied at all. I am not happy.

Even though I accepted my fate, but I am still unhappy because I am thinking of
the kids who are always asking about their father.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Magwaca. Mr Billie, briefly ...

MRS MAGWACA: Excuse me Commissioner, just one point, the other request that I
would like to make is that the old regime, De Klerk's Government I want them to
support me until I die. Support me and my kids because my husband was supporting
me, I don't know what they did to him, he never came back from prison. He
disappeared in their hands, now I want them to support me and my kids, that is
my wish.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Mr Billie, you were together with Mr Magwaca, can you just
tell us briefly.

MR BILLIE: Thank you very much Commissioner. I am happy to get the opportunity
to give this statement. In 1986, it was June, it was in 19.., Popi Magwaca came
to my house, it was myself and Thando and Tutuzela Shlinga, Tutuzela Shlinga and
Thando and Themboqozi Mbambani.

When he came, of course at the time we knew that the police were looking for
him, when he came, it was about eleven at night and we said to him, he shouldn't
go home, we should just put up at my place together and that's what happened.

We all put up at my place, all of us. Towards five in the morning, if I remember
correctly, he got up. Popi
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Magwaca got up and he said he was going home just to check what the situation
was at home.

Indeed, Magwaca went, Popi Magwaca went, he said he was not going to stay, he
was going to come back very soon, he wouldn't take long. He would come and tell
us what was going on.

Indeed we waited for him. At about six Sipho Futwa came and said to us you know
whilst you guys are sitting here, people are being arrested outside by the
Boers. So I advise you to see what you can do, but don't stay here. And so he
left because he was rushing to work, because he was working at the time.

We decided quite quickly that this, we wondered why this man was taking so long
to return, because he had promised to come back quickly and suddenly thereafter



we left to check what was happening as he said he was just going to check on the
situation.

Indeed we found him at his place, he was drinking a cup of tea and his wife,
next to me here, was there. It was not even ten minutes after we came, there was
a knock on the front door and whilst we were just thinking about the knock, we
rushed to the kitchen.

MR SANDI: Was the knock from the police?

MR BILLIE: Yes, it was the police because Popi Magwaca, when he opened the door,
the kitchen door and then we found someone pointing a gun at him, at his chest
and they said, where is Popi Magwaca and he said no, Popi is not here, he has
just left.

They said no, you are laying, you are Popi. And this policeman, the Black
policeman, the Xhosa policeman, there was White one, a Boer, they came in, they
shepherded us to
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the front and we went outside.

MR SANDI: Were there any police that you knew amongst this?

MR BILLIE: No. No, I didn't know any of them.

MR SANDI: Is there so Sergeant that you've mentioned, the Black Sergeant that
was mentioned in your statement, to say that he was there?

MR BILLIE: I am coming to that point. I am coming to that point.

MR SANDI; And so you were taken, where were you taken to?

MR BILLIE: We were taken and there were 20 more other people, we were put into
the van and then they took us away and there was another van following us, they
took us to Algoa, Algoa police station.

MR SANDI: What did they say was the reason for your arrest?

MR BILLIE: No we only heard when we got arrested that the reason for our arrest
was arson, was burning of houses.

MR SANDI: You remained at Algoa Parks police station until when and what
happened thereafter?

MR BILLIE: When we got to Algoa we found a lot of other people who had already
been arrested from our area. And then the five of us were taken into the yard at
Algoa Park and we were asked to face a big window. They just pulled the curtain
off and there was a policeman who just looked at us and said, it is them, it is
them.

MR SANDI: Now all this time up to this point was Mr Magwaca still with you?

MR BILLIE: Yes, yes, we were still with him.

MR SANDI: So how did you part with him at the police station?

MR BILLIE: When these men identified us as, we were taken into another group and



our names were taken to the
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register and thereafter, about in the afternoon, we were taken in the police
vehicles and we were taken to Bethelsdorp, Bethelsdorp police station.

MR SANDI: When you say we, do you mean Mr Magwaca is also there?

MR BILLIE: All of us together with the group that we found there. And then we
were taken to Bethelsdorp police station.

MR SANDI: Now did you say when you got to the police station at Bethelsdorp, Mr
Magwaca was taken away from you?

MR BILLIE: (tape starts) ... the youth were put next door to the one that the
men were put in. This was now Friday, it was the 20th of June.

MR SANDI: Now you say in your statement between the 23rd and the 24th of June,
between three and four, Mr Magwaca was taken from his cell. Which cell was this
one, was it the one in which you also were in or was it another one where he was
alone?

MR BILLIE: Popi Magwaca, some policemen came and when they came they made the
mistake of coming to a cell in which we were while Mr Magwaca was not there.
They said they were looking for him, then we told them he was in the cell next
door. Indeed they went to that cell and then we heard the sound of the keys and
that probably was the time when they took him away.

From that time we had never met Popi Magwaca up to now. MR SANDI: Which one of
the policemen had the keys at the police station?

MR BILLIE: The police who was keeping the keys I didn't see. I didn't see him,
because he didn't appear. The ones who appeared are those who had come to fetch
him.
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MR SANDI: Do you remember mentioning a policeman who had keys to your cell?

MR BILLIE: I know the police who came to fetch Magwaca.

MR SANDI: In your statement you mentioned Constable Arendse. Do you remember
saying that in your statement?

MR BILLIE: Indeed dear Commissioner, I am sorry that there are some witnesses
who should be here who I don't see now. I am sure they are here. The person who
knows the police who was having keys is Themboqozi Mbambani.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Billie?

MR BILLIE: Yes, that is all I want to say, that is all I want to say, however,
the police who came to fetch him, I have not yet mentioned their names because I
know them.



MR SANDI: Can you do that?

MR BILLIE: One was Van Rooyen, there was Nieuwoudt, there was Faku.

MR SANDI: From which cell, is this a different cell?

MR BILLIE: They started at our cell, that's the mistake they made. Jam was there
and another gentleman who was called Bele.

MR SANDI: And who of them talked to you, did they come in one by one or did they
come in as a group?

MR BILLIE: They didn't enter the cell, they actually stood outside the door and
Van Rooyen is the one who talked.

MR SANDI: What did he say, did he say he wanted Mr Magwaca?

MR BILLIE: He said where is Popi, I am looking for Popi.

MR SANDI: What time was it?

MR BILLIE: I think it was about two, it was about two o'clock if I am not
mistaken.

MR SANDI: Now when it is being alleged that Mr Magwaca ran away from the police
station, does that surprise you that
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they don't even know where he ran to.

MR BILLIE: Yes, that surprises me because after they had taken Popi away, they,
after some time came back.

And then they shouted at Lamla, they said where is Lamla Magwaca and he
responded and said, here am I and they came and they said Lamla, your father is
a cheat, he ran away and Lamla Magwaca, you can't come and tell me that because
he was first by you, you will know where he is.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say before I hand you over back to the
Chairperson?

MR BILLIE: Yes, for now that is all that I would like to say.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Magwaca, you are one of many many women here in South
Africa who have the problem of being widows who never had the opportunity to
give funeral rights to their husbands.

They don't even know where they ended up. You are one of those people who have
that problem. We will try the best the Commission can, using some aspects of Mr
Billie's statement and piece them together and see whether we can get any
direction that will bring us close to the truth.

Thank you.

MRS MAGWACA: Can I just have one minute Honourable Commissioner, there is
another youngster who gave a statement.



He knows the policeman who took my husband away and those comrades were arrested
with him. Those who were with him in the cell, they know. Even this second
youngster who made a statement Themboqozi Mbambani, he knows this policeman.
That's all.
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you, we will follow that one up as well.

--------------------
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REVD TUTU: I would like to plead with you people, I have already requested you yesterday to behave
yourselves. I don't want to repeat this today. Although we are not a Court of Law we should behave as if we
are in a Court of Law.

This is not a rally, it is not a political rally. We are trying to listen to the people's stories, we would like
everybody to get an opportunity. It doesn't matter to which organisation that person belong.

We need to conduct ourselves. I hope that we shall be proud of ourselves when we behave ourselves very
well. Although we wouldn't like some of the details - the opportunity of telling their story, you will have your
chance as everybody else has had a chance.

And I will not allow anyone to be intimidated or otherwise. I know that you are not deaf, you have taken into
consideration what I have said, thank you.

MR BORAINE: Thank you Chairperson. Good morning Reverend Maqina. Could you please put the light on,
if you press the red button below, just help him. Thank you very much. Reverend Maqina you will recall that
at the last hearing how there were a number of statements made referring to your name and you made a
statement in a newspaper requesting the opportunity to come to the Commission.

We tried to honour that, unfortunately the circumstances at the time, did not lend itself, although you did
come to this hall, and we said then that you would have an opportunity. We have tried very hard to keep all
our promises.

And one of the promises is that this Commission is open to all who wish to appear before it and it is in that
spirit that we are receiving you today. You have as much right as anyone else to put your case.

Mr Maqina, I have to ask you to stand now to take the oath.

MZWANDILE EBENEZER MAQINA: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much indeed. As we always do, we request one of the Commissioners to
assist in the giving of the evidence no matter who that person is and on this occasion the Reverend Bongani
Finca, is going to lead you and I am going to hand over to him now, thank you very much.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. I'd like to give a report that before Mr Maqina could
appear, we had a short discussion and we agreed that he will be allowed to take approximately 30 minutes,
because we have other witnesses who are supposed to be appearing today.

He agreed that that was reasonable enough and stated that he would stick to the 30 minutes presented to
him. I would like the people to understand that this was in agreement so that the people cannot expect more.



Secondly we have agreed with each other that the statement that he has brought along is the one that he is
having documented, he would present this to the Commission and then he said that he would make this
available to the Commission so that it would be kept as a record.

Lastly Mr Chairperson, I could perhaps say I'd like to support and expatiate over what you have already said,
I would like to explain that this is a difficult period where we are going to be tested as a Commission to find
out if we are tolerant enough. We know that the person who is giving evidence presently has been mentioned
several times and in several instances during other hearings. We will try our best so that the period and the
time that he has been allocated should be regarded as the most important one and we should all give him the
dignity that he also deserves like any other person.

Mr Maqina has undertaken that when he gives evidence he would use the language which is proper and it
would be proper for him to show dignity also. I'd request that Mr Maqina should confirm that he is Mr
Ebenezer Maqina.

REV MAQINA: Yes, I am Mzwandile Maqina.

REV FINCA: I would like you to confirm that the evidence that you are going to give here or present here is
the evidence that has been presented in the previous Commission hearing and you are also going to relate
that to all the evidence given by other people, you are going to show whether there is truth or they are all lies,
is that so?

REV MAQINA: Yes, that is so.

REV FINCA: Okay, please continue.

REV MAQINA: Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen. I would like to be brief, I know the time is very
short. I would like to start by saying I have come to give this evidence because of the community of Port
Elizabeth because I would like them to understand clearly and have a vivid picture of what happened and this
they should take as the true reflection of what I am going to say. Most of the time the people have been
hearing one side, I never get an opportunity to explain to the community of Port Elizabeth, to state what is all
this chaos and commotion that has been taking place. I would like to thank and express gratitude to the
Commission for presenting to me this opportunity to present my statement so that I can show and express
the side which was never known and it was never exposed to all the people.

I would like to start to briefly state the reasons for AZAPO to use my place as their hiding place. After the
house arrest and burning orders which were ordered and I was given, the two borders used me to participate
in their programmes. I remember AZAPO used to request me that I should be part of the June 16, when they
have their organisations and their programmes and I was requested by the UDF to participate in the Dutch
Reformed Church at Pengla so I am trying to show that they both used me as a person who was important.

I was known that I have formed the BPC which is a Black Conscious Movement and I am more orientated to
Africanism. You can remember that all the preparations for Sobokwe's funeral were at my place, so the
people understood that I was more orientated to the Black Consciousness Movement, more than the other
side which believed in the freedom charter.

I want to present this because I understand that this was one of the reasons which caused all the problems.
Both parties would come to my place and use me as one of their people. It was on the 28th of April in 1985, it
was the Easter weekend, Batata Gani is a younger brother to John Gani who is well-known to us. He was
shot by the police, so it was a very big funeral. Amongst the speakers there, I was also requested to be a
speaker. This request came from the African Writers' Association because he was also a playwright. I can
mention Reverend Gani, Nzamo and Hija and all others, they were the ministers who were there.



When I gave my speech I highlighted that there is this evil which has started to take the country by storm.
The evil called necklacing, so I was requesting that the people should try to abate from doing that and I
mentioned the Mtenigeni family, Singape who was from Magaleni and the other two children who were burnt
in the park.

During that time there was no problem between the two organisations. But after this speech that I presented
that day there were threats which I received from the other organisation. They said I could be targeted. On
the 30th April, the same year, there were comrades, a large group of them who came to my place.

So I thought that they had come to kill me so I requested that we should go outside. Others came to my
house and they ransacked the house. But I realised that they wanted Mafonqozi and Nqonbona, those were
the AZAPO members, I knew them.

I tried to plead with them and they didn't even want me to talk here, they wanted to take me away. I think my
daughter is the one who saved me, she was five years at the time, because she was always clinging to me
and she didn't want to leave me.

I think the other person who might have tried to talk to them was Africa, I've forgotten his surname, because
he was with them, he persuaded them to stop what they were doing. I want to highlight the fact that I stated
that they should stop this because they had said they are going to crush AZAPO, so I said that I would like to
speak to the leaders of AZAPO.

True to my word I did so and then we had discussions with the AZAPO members. I know that the UDF
members were informed about the results of our discussion because it was a peaceful discussion and we
were trying to stop the killings that were beginning to sweep the country.

I was at the court chambers in my offices and then I received a telephone call. I was informed by somebody
and he was one of the parents, he was a parent to Dekhera who was an AZAPO member. She was
requesting me to come, I went there and I found that there was a South African Police Force and there were
policemen in their police vans.

I found one of the children and he directed me to the house where there were children who were injured. I
transported these injured members to Livingstone Hospital. I went passed my house, just to inform my wife
that I was taking the injured to the hospital.

Then they were taken to hospital and they received treatment. I took them again in the evening, be able to
take them back home. When I got my place, they said there were about 40 to 50 young men. They stated
that there was a battle which had started and stated that there was a lot of houses which were being burnt.

They were also threats that I would also get my house in ashes. It was not long we found that young children,
I think they were between 12 or 13 years of age, they came to my house and the AZAPO members chased
them away. Two were taken by these AZAPO members, that is why now I am accused of all this involvement
with the AZAPO members.

The children then were interrogated and they stated that they have been sent by Mr Monopogela. They had a
list of the houses that they were supposed to burn down and those that they have already burnt down.

They had already burnt 5 houses and you could see that all those houses belonged to some of the AZAPO
members. And those members were already accommodated at my place. You can imagine yourself the
anger that could have started to develop amongst the AZAPO members.

Then there was a suggestion that Mr Monopogela should be called so that they could come and confirm what
was said by these children. Some few members went to take in. That is the reason why I say what Mr



Monopogela said is half true.

The leadership amongst the people whom we can announce and mention Gona, Zinama and others, they
decided that they should go and call Monopogela. Dukombena even mentioned this in the newspapers. Mr
Maqlati who was in the Regional Offices at AZAPO also stated that they went to call Mr Monopogela, in other
words these never came to my instructions.

I also wanted him to come so that we could iron out all the problems. Monopogela came and he was nearly
injured because some wanted to attack him immediately. But we tried to stop the attack.

Mr Monopogela then was questioned by the members of AZAPO. The most important issue that was crucial
was that they wanted to diffuse the situation and they also wanted to order him to go to the leadership. There
were about 40 to 50 of them who were able to come.

Mr Monopogela stated that he was sent by some of the authorities of his organisation. And he mentioned that
he has been to them and reported that we have discussed something peacefully.

There was an exchange of words. The other members tried to escort him, because they realised that his life
was at stake because there was others who didn't even want to listen to Monopogela so he was escorted by
other AZAPO members to his place.

If Mr Monopogela can speak the truth, he can state and mention the fact that really he was protected by the
AZAPO members. We were also affected by the fact that he even had a scar because he was attacked by
one of them. I would like to state that nobody was ever necklaced at my place. I am surprised because Mr
Monopogela made a statement the following day after our discussion in the City Press and he never
mentioned anything about the necklacing that took place.

He knew that I was trying to control the situation. Unfortunately Mr Monopogela was the person who tried to
speak badly about the AZAPO members and myself in New Nation City Press and Weekly Mail.

Everybody who used to degrade us was Mr Monopogela. Mr (indistinct) the other day he was (indistinct), he
said this battle could be between Monopogela who is a charterist and Maqina, the Black Consciousness.

I went to Liqina and informed him about the third force which might be instigating all the chaos among the
organisations.

REV FINCA: Mr Maqina, could you please just stop a little bit. Could you go back again when you informed
this newspaper about the third force, we would like to find out more about that.

REV MAQINA: Why I talked to probe and mentioned about the third force, I had some reasons because you
would find that when there were attacks, you would find that it would be reported that it was the AZAPO
members who attacked the UDF members, but I knew that most of them were inside in my place.

There was a fight between UDF and AZAPO members. Allegedly AZAPO members, and they were at Njole,
but it was strange because all the members that I knew, were at my place. You would see that there were
members who would fight wearing their T-shirt, it was very strange that how could they identify themselves
when they were going to a fight.

And then we were trying to warn people and say it was very difficult to make things clear for everybody
because we could realise that there might be somebody who was using AZAPO as the people who were
causing the chaos.

REV FINCA: Excuse me Revd Maqina. I am interested in the aspect of the third force because you will notice



that if you were following these hearings here in Port Elizabeth, there was mention of a conflict between UDF
and AZAPO. Many witnesses were raising the point that police were posing as AZAPO and attacking UDF
members.

That ties up with what you are saying about the third force, but you're not coming out clear about what you
are actually saying. What is your opinion or your view on this?

REV MAQINA: This conflict between AZAPO and UDF, it created an opportunity for the third force to come
in. The reason we've raised this point was that as I said earlier, that we would hear of attacks between
AZAPO and we would never have been at that place. The police used this opportunity as much as they
possibly could. If you were to listen to what has been stated, I remember one who was stating that the police
said to her, we will take you to Maqina's house and then cut you into pieces. Now those were some of the
strategies that people were being said against one another. The two organisations but at this time, this did
not come out very clearly.

The police didn't end there, they didn't end there. There were many houses that were alleged to have been
attacked by AZAPO when in fact AZAPO had never been even close to those houses. I can give an example
of this smear campaign or the so-called character assassination which was intensified.

The police also had a role to play. I remember Benjamin Skosana who was Regional President of AZAPO,
came to my place one time and told me that two students came to my house and they said to me when they
were at Soweto in the evening, they saw a certain Black policeman taking rounds in the township and he
called them.

The police called them and then there was a police, there was someone who as carrying a firearm, a gun and
they said do you know us, do you know me and they were worried that if they said, yes, they knew, they will
be in trouble, so they said, no they didn't know them.

So this man said okay, I am reverend Maqina, you can go. Benjamin was the one who was telling me the
story, he is the Regional Chairperson of AZAPO.

All this time the policemen who were saying this was Tsungata. How many people this policeman went to,
posing, people who didn't know them posing as AZAPO or as Maqina - how many other people, because we
only know of that incident?

Which is very sad to me because AZAPO is not coming to give its side because I am not representing
AZAPO here, it is a pity that they are not coming themselves to put their side of the story.

We told the ministers, the ministers of religion in PE all the time, at the beginning of this and all the time I had
contact with the ministers here, like Reverend Tsonga, all the time, right at the beginning of this conflict and I
would report to them, I would say this is the situation. My wish then was that the children would get a place of
safety which was a church hall because I was a family. As a family man I couldn't afford to stay with so many
people.

But this didn't materialise, however, the ministers did try to arrange meetings and contact between the
leadership of UDF and AZAPO to discuss peace, and I would be there. I remember in the first truce which
was on the 12th of May when some of AZAPO youngsters were going home. They couldn't sleep that night,
they were hit again.

Zandile April was one of them, he died that time. He was a member of AZASM, which was the student wing
of AZAPO. Hendricks Miela, was one of the kids that were attacked after a truce that we made on that same
day.



Dr Mongaliso Maqina knows of the manner in which the AZAPO youngsters were being chased around and
hunted, even at workplaces. Because at the time there was a nurse working for him who was Nospiwa
Tsasjas. She was taken out of her place of work at the surgery and he tried to protect this kid being attacked
in front of him. This nurse also ran to my place and we took her to hospital, she was in a terrible state.

I am trying to show here the harassment and the hitting of the AZAPO youngsters from their homes and how
they ran to my place. Chairperson, I am not surprised that the majority of people whose kids were members
of the UDF were talking, were mentioning my home, because it was the only place of safety that the AZAPO
youngsters ran to. It is therefor (indistinct) to whom something happened who was affected by the conflict
who would tell you that they ran to Maqina's house because that is where they were indeed.

It didn't end with the truce, our attempts to make peace, didn't end with the truce. Because I remember one
time reverend Soka and Koserigeka and Nangoia, it was on Saturday in May, they said it was okay, I could
get the opportunity to talk to the community at the service that was going to at Denqwenqwe, the
denominational service it was.

Although the AZAPO members didn't want me to go I decided I wanted to go because there for me was an
opportunity to the community exactly what was happening and why am I receiving and keeping AZAPO
people but also wanting to get a suggestion from them as to the solution.

I was accompanied to this meeting by 12 members of AZAPO. Fortunately on that same morning, on that
Sunday, Ishmun Kalvelha, the President of AZAPO came to Port Elizabeth for other reasons, just to have a
look at the condition here. We asked him to accompany us so that he could talk to the community because at
this stage the whole community was convinced that AZAPO was working hand in hand with the councillors
and AZAPO was doing this. This was the impression that was the perception of the community and we went
to explain.

And the person conducting the service was reverend Andile Mbeti. We were not given the opportunity to
speak. We were not given the opportunity because the atmosphere, the atmosphere was that of tension,
there was even songs, freedom songs, that was being sung and ministers got away very quickly and we were
left alone, the ministers had gone and we were nearly killed there at Denqwenqwe.

But we were saved by Mr Qweqwe and Mr Siwisa and Jimmy who opened the gate for us which was closed.
On our way out our bakkie was shepherded by thousands and thousands of this people, it was being shunted
to Soweto.

Fortunately it was the 24th of May, fortunately they forgot an opening through the ghetto direction and the
driver went through that gap and there was a rain of stones, but they missed us, but those who were at the
back of the bakkie, fell, because we didn't warn them. One of them was Dumbana, the Chairperson of
AZAPO. His story is in the Herald of the 21st of May, where he was nearly necklaced and the necklace was
already hung around his neck at Red House where Kalvelha pleaded with the UDF that they should talk to
their supporters that they shouldn't treat AZAPO as a structure (tape starts) ... and again there was an attack
even at that same church.

And that is where we protected Mkozeli Jack because they wanted to hit him because how we could be
attacked each time we tried to make peace. I am trying to show the steps we took to make peace, because
the perception is that we didn't want peace. But very briefly Chairperson, the peace that eventually prevailed
was in January, 1st of January 1986 and I was the one responsible for that.

REVD TUTU: I don't want to interrupt him, I am leading a delegation here, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to Pretoria. I thought I may be able to sit through until - the flight is at twenty to twelve so I am
very sorry because we came mainly for the Special hearing for yesterday but this one, we are doing it



because we have to do it, because our constitution demands that at regular interval we should give reports to
the President.

I have to leave, I wish to apologise to all of you and to you Reverend Maqina, I am going with the Dr Boraine,
he has gone, he has gone to fix arrangements for our tickets, I am very sorry.

REV MAQINA: ... others to come to my place because we could see that the other attempts of the ministers,
as much as they did, but they were not succeeding. Mr Nqowi, Mr Fazi, Mr Malgazi, Mkozeli Jack and others
came to my place. They managed to come to my place and we talked at my place.

For the first time attempts that was being made, peace prevailed because immediately they left and went to
their constituencies to preach about peace and (indistinct) was the only newspaper that reported this at the
time.

However, our attempts didn't end there because the Archbishop himself, I once requested the National
Executive of AZAPO to appeal to the Archbishop and ask him to come down here. But I am very sorry that
the National Executive issued a statement in the Herald in which they didn't take my advice. I am trying here
to show our attempts at creating peace.

The steps that I took to create peace. I was never a member of AZAPO and I am not a member of AZAPO.

REV FINCA: Sorry people, please, please let's be tolerant, let's be patient.

REV MAQINA: For quite some time we tried to explain this but the newspapers always jumped into that
conclusion and give me that position, because when they came they would ask me about AZAPO, but is
became very clear at the first inquest of Mr Goniwe when Imran Moosa the AZAPO attorney, he was also a
member of AZAPO, he explained very clearly that although there were AZAPO members, they got
accommodation at my place. He explained to people that Reverend Maqina was not a member of AZAPO.

I don't know what other proof I should bring to show that I wasn't a member of AZAPO. Coming now to
allegations or accusations of Mrs Xunta, who was organising the rally, who is said to have been organising
the rally, asking if the evil deeds which I have perpetrated were forgotten, but he didn't mention this and he
reported that AZAPO was looking for him three times or four times.

Mr Xunta didn't tell the Truth Commission that the reason for AZAPO to look for him at that time was that he
had some groups which went to stop at Getje's house and Molelo Getje at the time was a member of AZAPo.
He still is, I think he is in Johannesburg up to today.

They wanted him, it is his home and he was not there, he was hiding at my place. When they didn't find him
at home, they took his grandmother and burnt her feet. The grandmother to whom Molelo Getje had spoken.

That was the reason that Xunta, we call him Notu, he is known as Notu, that is why AZAPO is looking for
him. This accusation and this smear campaign against, didn't only start yesterday, it started way back in
1985 when UDF couldn't defeat AZAPO. UDF had some regiments, some groups fight who had been used to
fight very fearsome groups at the time.

REV FINCA: Excuse me just for a moment, I just want to make a plea, maybe I don't have the system, but I
am talking now about myself, maybe it would upset me if it could appear here now that he and Dr Boraine are
gone, order has also gone with them. I am not going to expand more on that. Let's give reverend Maqina an
opportunity to speak, whether we agree with him or we don't, let's give him the opportunity.

We talk a lot, we will react when he mentions things that we do not agree with, I want to make that clear that
we should give him a chance and be tolerant. Okay, you can go on.



REV MAQINA: Very briefly and quickly Chairperson. The smear campaign because there were problems with
defeating AZAPO, they even went to the extent of saying there is Maqina in a helicopter, at that time I am at
home.

There he is, he is in a hippo. I've never been into a hippo, it was only Xosilo who used it when he was going
to my place. I remember one of the freedom fighters at Walmer, well-known freedom fighters from the Black
Consciousness Movement, got the same problem. Moqitweqisan, we were surprised and shocked, the other
day he came to my place and said, hey, it is alleged that I was in a hippo and he even decided to leave for
the Transkei.

I am trying to say that there was a smear campaign against some of us and reports were that Maqina and
AZAPO had killed Qodolezi and this would spread, but fortunately today those people are coming out and no
one is asking for forgiveness. It would be alleged that if AZAPO had killed Goniwa, but Mr Bam who
explained it at the first inquest that Mzwandile Maqina is not involved in this.

He said this at court, but still this smear campaign continues, but no one came forward to say no, we are
sorry, you are just being, it is just a smear campaign against you. I don't remember hippo's protecting me
next to my house.

Chairperson, AZAPO never wished that there should be an intensity of conflict between itself and UDF. If that
was their wish, we would stay at Masangwana, there are families that are well-known members of the UDF,
they are now ANC members, those families were never touched and yet that AZAPO was predominantly in
that area, which was said to be their area.

All those show that us, people at Masangwana, young or adult, they were never asked to get up to protect us
because UDF was attacking. As it was happening in other places and this was the witness of the UDF
strategy because they would wake people up and say let's go and fight.

People who didn't know how they were going to fight and now when they can't defeat AZAPO, in these rallies
they would accuse AZAPO of any things that they had not done and they would smear them and then they
would say it is because maybe these police are watching them.

Chairperson, AZAPO and Africanism and members of liberation movement, they are not members of
homeland structures or structures that were created by apartheid.

It is unfortunate, it is very unfortunate that at that time when there was conflict between the structures then
there would develop this conflict. Now there is a mix up, a misleading, there are allegations that are
misleading. People should say that AZAPO is helping police against UDF and it was not recognised that
AZAPO had no intention of standing in the way of UDF programmes.

But they wanted to defend themselves because they were being attacked. How this started, I do not know.

I am concluding now, Chairperson when I say it is becoming clear now when these stories are being
investigated that there was something odd, there was something very odd about what was happening to the
extent, to regard to the extent the Boers were using people. I don't say AZAPO wouldn't retaliate, but it is
clear that the Boers got the opportunity to fan, to help fan the conflict so that they could disrupt the struggle
for liberation, but I am glad that after peace was cemented on the 1st of January this conflict came to an end.

I tried every, I tried as much as possible to show you that it was unfortunate that I found myself between the
two factions. However, for us to be portrayed as murderers who were looking for people around to burn,
there was conflict between two organisations, but we were friends with the members of the UDF like Aqweni,
there was no ill-wind between us.



But I am sure that even the UDF leadership were very sorry about this conflict which was there between two
organisations. Thank you Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you Reverend Maqina for the way you have explained and the way you have used this
opportunity. Before I hand over to the Chairperson of the Commission, the acting Chairperson of the
Commission, I just want to ask you a few questions.

My first question is according to your statement, I am not talking now about AZAPO that is concerning you,
do you not have even just one thing that you know which could justify you asking for apology from the Port
Elizabeth community so that there should be some reconciliation and acceptance so that this chapter of the
events of the past, could be closed, so that you could move forward hand in hand? Is there anything that, in
your opinion, anything that you know that would require you to apologise to the PE community?

REV MAQINA: Chairperson, I would like to say that, to answer your question the conflict between these two
organisations, it was not good thing to witness for anyone. There was no one who wanted for people to lose
their lives, both sides.

Both sides, who were killed by UDF and who were killed by kids who used to stay at my place. I believe very
strongly that I am very sorry about that but I cannot erase it, because if it was there, I cannot erase it.

I just want to be open that I can't apologise, I can't see myself apologising for false accusations, because
there were false accusations spread about me and I can't apologise because I didn't commit. Because if I can
apologise, then it would be admission but because of lives that were lost at the time, I humbly apologise for
that.

I was never able to go to Kotoloze family to show my sympathy because there was this perception, this
rumour that was spread that I was responsible, I couldn't go to the Goniwe who were my relatives, because
there was this perception that was spread that I was responsible.

Now if maybe you suggesting that I should apologise for those, I am not able. I am sorry about it, but to the
people of Port Elizabeth, I am thankful that I have got this opportunity but if you feel that I am guilty, that is
how you feel. I do not blame you for not believing, because all these years that's what you've known all these
years. But that's okay.

I would just like to ask people to go home and think about this and know that there was not just one
organisation. It was two organisations. I do not know if I have answered your questions.

REV FINCA: Thank you. Thank you Reverend Maqina. That was - I just want to explain to you that I can't
make you say I am sorry. I understand quite clearly that potential for reconciliation does exist at this moment,
without just checking if that potential can be realised. But you are definitely saying in your conscience there is
nothing that would require you to apologise because you are not responsible for the tears that were shed
here, you are just being accused.

The other thing I would like to understand, you have mentioned misinformation that was spread in the press
about you. At that time did you take any steps to correct this misinformation that was being spread by the
press about you?

REV MAQINA: Thank you Chairperson. I just want to correct what you've said because I have said that
because of lives that were lost at this time of the conflict, I humbly like all those who humble themselves and
apologise, but what I tried to emphasise was that for accusations that were false, I cannot apologise. I just
want to make that point very clear.



It doesn't suggest that I am not apologising, so much so that I even raised that even amongst the leadership
we were friends, we were scratching one another's backs. I tried as much as I possibly could Chairperson, to
correct the perceptions and the accusations that were being spread in the press.

I remember I tried through the City Press when there was an article which said when I was visited by some
ladies (indistinct) who visited me to try and get a solution, these were the traditional women who came to see
me, who were wearing traditional wear, I said this is something good that you are going, but I would like the
UDF leaders to be here.

We quoted Mr Monopogela. When these ladies went to Mr Monopogela they told Mr Monopogela. What
surprised me was that in the City Press the report was that Monopogela was the head of the UDF leaders.

This shocked me. What is usually the problem when you correct statements like that is that they, if they are
released they are stuck away articles, very small stuck away and the accusation is splashed at the front page
and the stuck away explanation is not seen by people.

I just saw when AZAPO was reacting to accusations, there was just one small stuck away article regarding
their response to this accusation. But I tried everything I could. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Thank you. The last question to Reverend Maqina, then I can hand him over to you.

Reverend Maqina, we know that at the time of the oppression, many of our people, I am one of them, who
were victims. People that I say is victims, myself included, who were because the system was desperate to
keep itself in power, it took some people and used them and when they were finished with them, it discarded
them and threw them in the rubbish box. People who were used like disposable handkerchiefs and thrown
away when it is dirty and then they are forgotten about. I just want to ask you a question.

If you find it uncomfortable, just tell me. How do you see yourself, do you in any way think that the system
used you or do you think that what you did you did out of your own conviction as a person?

REV MAQINA: Chairperson, I am bitter and I am angry to a great extent, especially to my people. To a great
extent, to my people.

When they could accept that their people who were in the forefront of fighting for the struggle with their own
people, people that they knew because they were a nuisance to the system, in other words the system would
use opportunities like this to smear them, then they believe, then they forget conveniently the things, the
contribution of those people.

I am not saying there are no, none of our people who were leaders who didn't cross to the side of the White,
but I say I shall like others, I am not the only one, who withdrew because their people are looking down upon
them.

There are some speakers here when I was listening, who explained clearly how the system tried to defame
them, but other people are not being believed when they say that this is the way the system was doing this. I
find myself a victim because the system was very, very effective in making people to see me as someone
who was the cause of conflict, because that's what they wanted, because I was a torn in the system's flesh.

Chairperson, it was not the first time that I was protecting kids, giving kids shelter. Kids like Kuzeni Getsi, he
used to go and hide, some of them were taken by the system and projected them as people who were with
them and I am one of those victims, I have never been part of the system.

I was protecting AZAPO and African kids who were members of this liberation movements, and I will say this
up till I die.



REV FINCA: Any more questions? Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Mr Maqina, the step that you've taken is a very big one, it is a very big step that you've taken.
We have very few people who could take the step that you've taken.

When they are being accused, when there are some allegations that have been made about them, and have
the courage and come up in public and react publicly in respond to those accusations and allegations. I just
have a number of questions that I would like to ask you.

I will summarise, I will reduce them because of time constraint. Firstly I would like you to clarify this
information in connection with your membership as an AZAPO member. Did you say you were not, you are
not a member of AZAPO, did I get that right?

REV MAQINA: Yes, I said so.

MR SANDI: Are there any other political parties in which you were involved or for which you have been a
member?

REV MAQINA: I've never been a member of the PAC, because I was accommodating Africanists and for the
method that I was an Africanist, people thought that I was a member of the PAC.

MR SANDI: The picture that you tried to present before us, you mentioned the fact that there was a conflict
between AZAPO and UDF. Did the AZAPO members stay with you and you accepted them? You also
mentioned that the reason for them to be at your place you said you were more orientated towards Black
Consciousness and PAC, was that the reason that you accommodated them? Were they members of those
organisations?

REV MAQINA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you have any explanation for the reason for them to run to your place?

REV MAQINA: I explained this before. (tape starts) ... mention this organisation. I was used by AZAPO
mostly. Maybe I didn't explain this - when AZAPO was founded its organiser Siphaqo Njaka who is presently
an ANC member went to my place and I accommodated him. That might be another reason that the people
associated me with AZAPO.

The third reason I can say this was not a planned arrangement. I just saved them impulsively.

MR SANDI: I'd like to pose this question so that we will not take a very long time. ... decided to come and ask
for safety at your place?

REV MAQINA: No they didn't explain anything to me. They just saw me assisting some of the children and
taking them to hospital and that was the beginning for all of them to go to my place.

MR SANDI: When we had hearings last month here in Port Elizabeth there was one of the witnesses Major
General Holomisa, I think you know that he submitted some files to the Truth Commission, and there was a
question that was directed to him, which went like this. And I would like to state that your name had already
been mentioned frequently during that period.

There was a question to ask that was your name there, Mr Holomisa said yes. Can you explain this?

REV MAQINA: Mr Chairperson, unfortunately I didn't have those files, I have never seen them before, but I
said to you I was never used, I still say I have never been used. I have never seen the files. I want to explain



this.

In the first inquest, during Goniwa's inquest I was mentioned as a person who was responsible for some of
the killings, but thereafter when investigations were made, the findings were that I was innocent. I cannot
comment about those files, because I didn't see them, but I am not afraid of anything.

MR SANDI: Did you make any public statement when there was this conflict between the two organisations?

REV MAQINA: Yes, I did. I explained that I was not a member of either of the two.

MR SANDI: Thank you sir.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: We'd like to thank you very much Mr Maqina. I'd like to express this - probably the
Archbishop would also say the same.

I just want to add on what Mr Sandi has already said. I still want to thank you for your bravery and courage to
appear before the Commission so that you can give the other side of the story. You have been courageous
because there have already been stories alleging your involvement in all the problems that were prevalent at
the time.

I also heard about the fact that you were mentioned during the death of Goniwe and I was interested
because we were arrested and detained together with Goniwe.

I also attended the inquest, I heard what was said about you. I was disturbed, because I regarded Matthew
as my brother, I still regard him so and as such you say you have nothing to do with his killings.

You have sworn and you say that in public. Truly speaking we might not know the truth presently, until we
meet the other perpetrators of the violence and the evils that took place at the time.

Probably they will tell us the reasons and the real information of what happened. As Reverend Finca has
already said we would also encourage that we should reconcile.

We've heard what you've said. You have expressed yourself in the public and specifically you communicated
directly with the community of Port Elizabeth. I am certain there will be other talks again about your name, we
hope that what you'd hear when the people are thinking over of what has been presenting here today, they
would also attend and pay attention to what we have said in connection with reconciliation.

We hope that one day the truth will come out so that even the community in Port Elizabeth and South Africa
as a whole, should reconcile and be healed because they would have got the truth that day. Thank you very
much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-06-1996 NAME: MELVIN MLULEKI MASHUMI

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 1

DR BORAINE: I'd like to welcome you very warmly on behalf of the Commission. For obvious reasons we thought that
we would make this arrangements during the tea break to be of as great of assistance of you as possible and obviously I
will now ask you to stand for the taking of the oath. As I was saying, I will not ask you to stand for the taking of the
oath, because you bear upon your body the marks of a very bad attack, which you are going to tell us about.

So Mr Mashumi, I will ask you to take the oath, but let me make sure that you can hear me. Can you hear the voice?

MR MASHUMI: Fine.

MELVIN MLULEKI MASHUMI: (sworn states)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much indeed. Mr Mashumi, you will tell the story in your own words, so I am certainly
not going to repeat it now. But the fact that you were shot and very cruelly injured, must be of enormous pain to you and
a burden to you. We feel with you and we want you to be just as relaxed as you possibly can be as you tell your story.

Miss Tiny Maya is going to assist you to do just that and I am going to hand over to her now, thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Dr Boraine. I greet you. Sorry for keeping you too long, this whole day. Thank you for your
patience as well. I just want to confirm that your names are Melvin Mluleki Mashumi and that address in the statement
in front of the Commission. You find that although your
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home is in PE in 1992 you were in Cape Town where you sustained your injuries but you also have other stories to tell
us.

Can you tell us about yourself. The whole story about yourself from the time you left PE until you settled in Cape
Town?

MR MASHUMI: I am very thankful for this opportunity to talk in front of this gathering. I am thankful for the
opportunity to talk in front of this gathering about the injuries I sustained in Cape Town. I am Mluleki, my other name is
Melvin. I stay at 1239 Kwazakeli.

Can I go on?

MS MAYA: Yes, yes go on.

MR MASHUMI: The reason I am sitting in this wheelchair now it started with a rally in Cape Town in 1992. It started
with a rally in Cape Town at Steve Tshwete, where I was. I went to this rally, it was full and I listened to the speeches
there.



And on our way out of the stadium, I saw a crowd of policemen. There were many of us. And as we were nearing, they
spoke on a loud haler that we should stop what we are doing and then when we had gone past them, we stopped and we
started again when we passed them.

And we were facing makaya, our homes and the police shot with rubber bullets and having done that, they started with
live ammunition and I was hit in that way.

MS MAYA: Do you remember what the rally was for, what was it about, the rally?

MR MASHUMI: No, it was a ANC rally.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of a particular organisation?

MR MASHUMI: I was an ANC member.
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MS MAYA: You mentioned someone who was going to address the rally. What was he going to talk about and who
was he?

MR MASHUMI: It was Steve Tshwete, but I can't remember what he said because it is a long time since then, I've
forgotten.

MS MAYA: So you sustained injuries as a result of the shooting?

MR MASHUMI: Yes, yes I did.

MS MAYA: How were your injuries?

MR MASHUMI: I was shot on my thigh and this arm.

MS MAYA: Were you taken to hospital?

MR MASHUMI: Yes I was taken to Grootte Schuur hospital but under police protection. I was under police protection
in Grootte Schuur hospital.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay there?

MR MASHUMI: No, they didn't treat me there. I think I spent a week without receiving any treatment, then I was
changed and I was taken to Tygerberg. Even in Tygerberg they didn't even touch me. I was transferred to Conradie,
that's where the treatment started.

MS MAYA: What did they do at Conradie?

MR MASHUMI: They operated on me at Conradie. Two operations that I underwent. One on the thigh, the other on the
arm.

MS MAYA: So when did you first realise that your - the lower part of your body could not work?

MR MASHUMI: At the time I was shot because immediately after I was shot, my lower body couldn't work.



MS MAYA: How long did you stay in Conradie?

MR MASHUMI: It could have been eight to nine months, because I came back in 1993.
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MS MAYA: And the costs, the hospital costs, who paid that?

MR MASHUMI: No, no one has paid that.

MS MAYA: So what is the situation with regard to that now?

MR MASHUMI: No, no one has returned it to them because no one is working even at my home.

MS MAYA: You stated in your statement that you did have some conflict with the police besides that encounter in Cape
Town so much that you left PE to go and hide somewhere. Can you tell us more about that?

MR MASHUMI: Here in PE there was a mayor in our area, his name was Qnala, his house was destroyed together with
the other one of the police and then some comrades were identified and I was - some of us were pointed out and then I
ran away because I was scared.

I ran to Alice.

MS MAYA: Why did the policemen destroy the house?

MR MASHUMI: He didn't like what we were doing. He didn't like the ANC.

MS MAYA: So when did you come back from Alice?

MR MASHUMI: I came back when I thought that things were quieter.

MS MAYA: There is something else you mentioned that happened to you on your return from Cape Town after you
sustained the injuries. What happened?

MR MASHUMI: At the airport as I was alighting from the airplane, two Boers appeared and I recognized them as
police from Le Grange police station. They asked if I was Mashumi, I said yes, I am Mashumi and they took
photographs of me and they left.

MS MAYA: Did you know their names?

MR MASHUMI: No. No, I didn't but I can point them out
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if they can be paraded.

MS MAYA: After you reached home, did you not get any harassment?



MR MASHUMI: No, they came - some came one morning very early in the morning, but not the ones that I met at the
airport.

MS MAYA: What did they do?

MR MASHUMI: They said they wanted to take a statement from me about my injuries. I said no I didn't have a
statement for them.

MS MAYA: And so what happened?

MR MASHUMI: They never came back. Then one Detective from New Brighton came, I don't know his name, he came
to my place. He said he was sent by my lawyer from Cape Town to get a statement from me. So I went into his car with
my sister in case this Detective wanted to lock me up again, so my sister went with me and this man took a statement
and he brought me back.

MS MAYA: About your injuries, did anyone get arrested?

MR MASHUMI: No.

MS MAYA: Was there any case afterwards in court?

MR MASHUMI: I did claim whilst I was in hospital in Cape Town and I was being visited by a lawyer now and again
in hospital and even when I came out of hospital, he wrote me a letter in 1994 and since 1994, 1995, he has never
contacted me by letter again.

But I wrote to him, but he never responded. I still know his name, Trias Paprio was his name.

MS MAYA: And now, are you getting any assistance or grant?

MR MASHUMI: Well, I am getting a disability pension.

MS MAYA: And your wheelchair, how did you get it, how did
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you get it? Was it yourself or was it the Government?

MR MASHUMI: No, I bought this last year with the money I get.

MS MAYA: Is it from your own pocket?

MR MASHUMI: I got it on account with the money I pay.

MS MAYA: How far are you now with the payments for it?

MR MASHUMI: No, I haven't, it was R1 300-00 but I haven't settled it yet.

MS MAYA: I know that by appearing here, you sure must have an aim. Can you tell the Commission what your aim
and your wish is?

MR MASHUMI: I would like the Commission to investigate my case, to find out also from the lawyer what happened,
and why he is so quiet.



MS MAYA: Anything else you would like to say to the Commission?

MR MASHUMI: Yes. Also at my place I was the breadwinner and I have two children. The one's mother is in Alice, the
other mother is in PE and no one is looking after me.

MS MAYA: How old are the kids, are they at school?

MR MASHUMI: The one in PE I left with the mother. I haven't seen him, but the mother does write and ask for some
clothes and sends cards, then I explain to her that I can't do anything, I can't help because I am confined to a wheelchair.

MS MAYA: This one in PE how old is he?

MR MASHUMI: Still very young. Still very, very small.

MS MAYA: How old is he, do you know? Has he started school?

MR MASHUMI: No, he hasn't started school. He would have started this year because the age is that of someone who
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should be starting, but I don't have the money.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Mashumi, I just want to hand over to the Chairperson.

REVD TUTU: Any questions? Dr Boraine has a question.

DR BORAINE: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Mashumi, thank you for telling us your story. Just a couple of questions to
help me understand. First in this whole, let me just test it out, can you hear, is that all right? Let me try that again, can
you hear my voice on the translation? Okay.

All right. You were shot coming from a rally and there were many people there. Were you ever charged for anything
that happened on that day? Shall I repeat the question. You were shot by the police when you were coming from Steve
Tshwete's rally. Did the police ever come to you and charge you with anything like public violence or anything at all?

MR MASHUMI: No, they didn't. They didn't come.

DR BORAINE: And the only action that you have taken is not a criminal action, but a civil action through your lawyers,
is that right?

MR MASHUMI: Yes, that is so.

DR BORAINE: Had very little satisfaction from the lawyer, so you've been in touch with the Minister of Justice, Mr
Dulah Omar, is that right?

MR MASHUMI: That is so, that is so.

DR BORAINE: Has sent the matter to the Law Society, is that true?

MR MASHUMI: Yes, that is so.

DR BORAINE: What makes me very angry is that and if it makes me angry, I can imagine what it does to you, that you
were injured in 1992, it is now 1996, you've had no satisfaction from anybody in this matter, is that true?
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MR MASHUMI: Yes, it is so.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. I think that this is something which the Commission will want to try and look at
and see if we can't make it happen quicker, even whatever the result is, we can't tell you what that result will be, but we
certainly must try and do everything we can.

One last question. You are the breadwinner, you are a paraplegic living on a wheelchair, is there anybody who cares for
you, who helps to feed you or to wash you, or clothe you? Do you have any help?

MR MASHUMI: My grandmother does take care of me. My own grandmother.

DR BORAINE: To say that we are grateful that there is someone who can help you at this time, but of course she is an
old lady and probably needs some help and care herself. We will try and do everything we can, thank you.

REVD TUTU: Thank you for coming. My colleagues have already expressed their gratitude for your patience waiting
for such a long time.

Your request will be attended to as has been stated so we can see whether your claim could be settled quicker and also
assist you seeing that you are being looked - there is no one else who is working. Thank you very much.

------------------------
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DR BORAINE: Mr Mfutwana, we ask him to please come forward. Good afternoon Mr Mfutwana, please put the
earphones so that you and I can hear each other. Is it coming through all right?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes.

DR BORAINE: All right. Mr Mfutwana, you had a very long wait. Can you hear my voice and you can hear the
translation?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes, yes I can.

DR BORAINE: Excellent. Let me say again then a very warm word of welcome to you. You've had a very long wait. I
hope that you feel as we do that it was the right thing to give Mrs Mtimhulu an opportunity and those who were with
her, but it has meant a very long wait for you. We are grateful to you for your patience and that you've come here today.

What you are going to tell us, the story that you are going to tell us is very different from what we have been listening
to. The circumstances, the actors, the people involved, but it is just as painful. Just as painful for you and for your family
because you will tell us about your brother who was murdered.

I am going to ask you to stand to take the oath before I hand over to my colleague. Will you please stand.

SANDILE WELLINGTON MFUTWANA: (sworn states)
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DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Please be seated. As you know we always ask one of our Commissioners or
committee members to lead and to assist the person who is going to tell their story. On this occasion Ms Maya is going
to lead you and I am going to hand over to you, but you must know that you are amongst friends and that it is your story
that you are going to tell. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Dr Boraine. Mr Mfutwana, I would like to confirm your names that you are Wellington
Mfutwana, for coming here. You want to tell the story of your brother's murder who is Wilberforce Vuyo Mfutwana on
the 2nd of July 1985, here in PE.

I would like to request before you start with your statement tell us about Vuyo, who was Vuyo, which organisation was
he a member of and as far as you know, what could have been the reason for his murder.

MR MFUTWANA: Vuyo Wilberforce Mfutwana is my elder brother. We used to live together at Magalile at that time.
There was a conflict between UDF and AZAPO here in PE.

There was fighting, there was a continuous, unending fight. AZAPO was being led by Rev Kwazendile Macqweni who



was a resident of New Brighton.

MS MAYA: And your brother, which organisation did he belong to?

MR MFUTWANA: My brother was a member of the UDF.

MS MAYA: Can you tell us very briefly what was happening here in the township especially with regard to the conflict
you've mentioned between the UDF and AZAPO?

MR MFUTWANA: Can you repeat the question for me?

MS MAYA: My question is could you please tell us which group, organisation was your brother a member of and so far
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as you know, what was happening in the township, especially with regard to the conflict between UDF and AZAPO?

MR MFUTWANA: My brother was a UDF member in the Magalian area. What was happening here, houses were being
washed over in the UDF areas because occasionally AZAPO would go and take AZAPO homes and UDF leaders like
Bnqoyi and Banqashi.

MS MAYA: According to your statement can you come now to this particular date?

MR MFUTWANA: On the 2nd of July 1985, we were at my house. It was in the morning and we were coming from
watching the houses. It was myself, my brother, my elder brother and Roniqelwa Dwaba.

Whilst we were sitting there, we were in the kitchen, whilst we were chatting, I was busy writing some work related
reports and we saw people hitting a shack behind our hut.

My home is at 5780 and the house behind is 575, we saw these people wearing balaclava's. As they were hitting the
shack, the intentions were very clear.

It was that if someone was inside, they should come outside. Others were wearing AZAPO T-shirts and we could see
that the enemy had come.

And there were only three of us and we didn't know - we were also in danger because they could see us. The others went
out and ran away and I waited and just as I was going out, my brother went out with Ronnie with whom we were sitting.

I was the last to go out. As I was going out, I met one chap who had been hacked, he was bleeding. That time the
AZAPO guys were chasing the group with my brother. He
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ran into another house and before he entered the house, (indistinct) was in the yard, they got him and they hacked him to
death.

I ran to another direction. When I came he was just doing his last gasp.



MS MAYA: How many approximately?

MR MFUTWANA: Approximately, these people were about 20, 25 to 30. They had hidden their faces with balaclava's.

MS MAYA: All of them?

MR MFUTWANA: No, not all of them. Some of them didn't have balaclava's, but I can't, I couldn't identify them.

MS MAYA: Were there other people who witnessed this?

MR MFUTWANA: When this happened I don't know if there were people who witnessed this at the back of me, but
whilst he was being hacked, there were some people who saw it because very quickly people started milling around.
Even when he was dead, there were many people around who had come out.

MS MAYA: Does that mean that there is no one who came out even afterwards who came forward to say he or she
identified someone?

MR MFUTWANA: No, up to today no one has ever come forward to say he or she saw the people.

MS MAYA: Can you just go back a little bit. There were some with AZAPO T-shirts. How did you see?

MR MFUTWANA: They were written AZAPO name.

MS MAYA: At the time of your brother being hacked, did he die at that spot?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes, he died on that spot in front of that house to which he was running.

MS MAYA: Do you remember his age at the time?

MR MFUTWANA: Not exactly, but he was born in 1954 and this PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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was 1985.

MS MAYA: Was he still at school or had he finished school?

MR MFUTWANA: He was already working, he was not schooling.

MS MAYA: Did he have a family, wife and children?

MR MFUTWANA: No, he didn't have a wife but he did have children.

MS MAYA: Where are they now?

MR MFUTWANA: The children are staying with my mother.

MS MAYA: How many are they?

MR MFUTWANA: There are two of them.

MS MAYA: Their ages, do you have an idea of that?

MR MFUTWANA: One was born in 1981 and the other was born in 1983.



MS MAYA: Are they at school?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes, they are at school.

MS MAYA: Can you tell us more about their education. What standards are they doing?

MR MFUTWANA: The one is doing standard 7 at Zwakeli High, the younger one is at Hendrinzi and doing standard 5.

MS MAYA: Does your mother work?

MR MFUTWANA: No, she doesn't work, she is on old age pension.

MS MAYA: In other words they are being supported by your mother's old age pension?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes, yes that is so.

MS MAYA: Their mother, do you have any idea about them?

MR MFUTWANA: Their mother handed them over to my family as she was getting married. I don't know what
happened to her.

MS MAYA: Is there something else in your statement that you would like to add?
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MR MFUTWANA: At the moment, I can't think of anything except maybe later. Not anything now, there is nothing
now.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Mfutwana, I am going to give you back to the Chairperson. Maybe one of my colleagues
might have questions. Thank you Dr Boraine.

DR BORAINE: Just one question. Mr Mfutwana, you mentioned that perhaps one or two days after your brother was
killed, and we are very distressed to hear about the way he was butchered, you said that you had reported it to the Louis
Le Grange police station.

You reported his death, is that right?

MR MFUTWANA: That is so.

DR BORAINE: Was there ever an inquest or a court case or any enquiry surrounding the circumstances of your
brother's death?

MR MFUTWANA: No, since I reported when he - I never heard anything. I never heard of any arrests, nothing, up to
today.

DR BORAINE: Did you ever get a death certificate?

MR MFUTWANA: Yes, I did.

DR BORAINE: You can't remember the person to whom you made the report, but it was the Louis Le Grange police
station?



MR MFUTWANA: No, I can't remember that, no.

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much for your help.

REVD TUTU: Any other question. Thank you very much for coming and your patience which you've explained
knowing that you would have to come to this lengthy proceedings.

Thank you very much.

--------------------



` TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-06-1996 NAME: BUKIWE M. MPONGOSHE

MUTIWE N. MARWANQANA

THANDIWE M. MDLANKOMO

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 1

DR BORAINE: The next three witnesses will appear together because there is a
connection between the stories that they will tell, and they are as follows, and
I will ask them to please come forward. Bukiwe Maud Mpongoshe, Mutiwe Nellie
Marwanqana, Thandiwe Margaret Mdlankomo.

Would you please put the earphones on your ears so that we can hear each other.
I would like to test and make sure that you can all hear me and that you can
especially hear the translations okay. All right, thank you very much. Would you
please put the light on and you could leave it on, because it is okay.

Dear friends, I want to welcome you on behalf of the Commission. You are the
last witnesses that we will be hearing today and we will resume again tomorrow.

We are especially grateful to you because you have been here for a very long
time, I hope you will have found what you have been listening to, of some
comfort to you to know that there are so many others who have shared some of
your pain as you share theirs.

You have a common bond in that all of you have lost loved ones in the infamous
raid on Lesotho by the South African Security Forces. You will tell us about
that in a moment. Before you do though, I must please ask you to
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stand and take the oath. You can stand together and take the oath together. Will
you please stand.

BUKIWE MAUD MPONGOSHE, MUTIWE NELLIE MARWANQANA, THANDIWE MARGARET MDLANKOMO:
(sworn state)

DR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Please be seated. My colleague, Mr Ntsiki Sandi
is going to lead you as you tell your stories. I will hand over to him now.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairman. When I read your statements, Mrs Mpongoshe and Mrs
Mdlankomo and Mrs Marwanqana, your story is the same. It is exactly the same,
the only difference is that Mrs Marwanqana was there in Lesotho at the time of
the shooting and the killing of our people.

Mrs Mpongoshe and Mrs Mdlankomo did you say you would like to take off from the
time, you said from the time of Joseph Pakamile Mpongoshe and Ligwa left and the
reasons for their flight and Mrs Marwanqana, thereafter we will want to hear
what happened in Lesotho.



Let's start with you Mrs Mpongoshe. Your husband, according to the statement in
front of us here, Mr Joseph Pakamile Mpongoshe, after a period of harassment,
unending harassment and imprisonment by the police, decided to leave the
country. When was that Mrs Mpongoshe?

MRS MPONGOSHE: That was 1975.

MR SANDI: Can you explain what happened? What was the reason for his flight from
the country in 1977, what did he say the reason was and where did he say he was
going?

MRS MPONGOSHE: thank you Chairperson. My husband, one comrade was from the
Island who died and they went to the funeral at Elinge, when they came back from
the funeral, some Boers came by night, middle of the night.

They persuaded him, they begged him to be their agent
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because they could see that he was intelligent and they were his friends they
said and he said, no, you can't be my friends after I've spent so many years in
prison and in Robben Island without my kids and then you came and took my
friends and I can't sell my people out after this prison sentence.

And they begged him, but then they left because he was at the time working at
Spices. When he got there, they said Joseph we have decided to cut down, reduce
staff and he was surprised. Whilst he was having a position like his, how could
he be retrenched, one of those who are retrenched. But then he came back and he
related this.

He was reading this book outside, about 12 they came. This was from all
directions, they came from all directions, looking for him and I said there he
was, outside. They went to him. They said we would like to see you at Sanlam at
two.

He said, no, I'll go, I know where it is and so he went on his own. When he got
there at two o'clock, apparently he was questioned, according to what he told me
about what was happening at the funeral at Elinge.

And they asked him not to tell lies because they did have a tape, so he said now
if you have a tape, what do you want and they started hitting him, hitting him,
then they released him at about four, half past four. So he went to the Doctor
(indistinct). Before he went to the Doctor, he started with a lawyer, then from
the lawyer, he went to the Doctor and then he came at about eight.

And I was wondering why he was not coming back. So he said (indistinct) can I
see you in the dining room, he said I am not going to put up tonight, I will
sleep anywhere but
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tomorrow morning, let's meet in town, but the kids should go to school.

Indeed I did that the following morning. Because he suspected that the Special
branch would come and fetch him. So we waited at eight at (indistinct) we went



to one lawyer, he explained everything to the lawyer and also that they should
arrange for me to be paid my benefits from Spicer. So I asked him why are you
speaking like this, and he said I am not sure of my situation, but I want to
leave having made arrangements for my kids.

So we went to do our groceries and at home I made him some Royco soup and he
drank it. And then he said I am leaving, I am going to Fort Beaufort. I'll come
back.

MR SANDI: Is that now the time when he left for good?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, yes, he left for good and he never came back. And when they
came to ask for him, I said no I don't know I think he went to look for work.
Until they said to me we will take you in if you don't want to tell us the truth
and then I told them that I didn't know where he was exactly.

He said he was going to look for a job somewhere. Then one morning they came and
then they would come late now and then, they would come the following day again.
So they intensified the search for him and then the harassment started for me
because they never gave me a rest.

I was even taken to Sanlam myself, so I went. Before I went to Sanlam I went to
attend a (indistinct) and from there I went to them and they asked me. They said
you called a lawyer over us, and I said no I called by you and they stared very
angry at me. They said when did he leave, I told them.
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They said they wanted me the following day and I had to leave the baby.

MR SANDI: Sorry to interrupt. You say they were moved , you say they were
irritated with you at the lawyers office?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, they didn't like that. They were very angry about it and
again on the second time, I started with the lawyers office. They asked why I
went there, I told them that I went to tell, they were angry.

They asked me the same questions and I didn't have anything to tell them. That's
when they said I could go home and I left.

MR SANDI: Before we come to the actual tragedy, the 1982 tragedy where people,
many people died, I would like to ask you to explain to us whether there was any
link between you, any communication between you and your husband through
messages, letters of phones whilst he was in Lesotho. Was there any
communication?

MRS MPONGOSHE: No there wasn't, although I did receive one note which was quite,
in a very mysterious way, I can't say where the note came from. But the Swazi
lady came, she didn't tell me where my husband was, she didn't want to tell me
where he was but she said he had sent some money through this lady for
Christmas.

MR SANDI: At that time you didn't know where your husband was in Maseru?

MRS MPONGOSHE: No, I didn't know anything. I didn't know anything at all.

MR SANDI: Okay, now let's get into the 1982 incident. How did you get the
message that your husband was one of the victims of the Maseru attack by the
South African Defence Force?
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MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, I got this on Monday morning. I was selling biscuits at the
time, so there would be kids who would be knocking now and again, and sometimes
I would stop that because I was working night duty. Then at about eight another
knock came, I heard another knock and then I saw these people. I didn't know who
they were.

The gentlemen and lady from New Brighton and I was surprised, they said they
wanted to talk to me, so I came out to the front.

And then, that's when they told me that my husband had been - he was one of the
victims in Lesotho.

MR SANDI: Did you go to Lesotho for funeral arrangements? Where was he buried,
was the body sent down to South Africa or did you have to go to Lesotho?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Arrangements were made for us to go there because they were not
allowed to be buried here.

MR SANDI: Who was making these arrangements for you?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Mr Tsume, he was our organiser here with his wife, they were
taking us up and down in their car to the Council of Churches to the special -
and the Council of Churches arranged for us to go to Maseru by bus.

We were four families from this end.

MR SANDI: I take it Mrs Mdlankomo was one of these families who went to Maseru?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, she was.

MR SANDI: At the time when you were in Maseru, did you meet any people who had
witnessed this incident who explained to you how it happened?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, I did meet some people. Some I don't know but they know my
husband. I met them and then they explained that this helicopter came in the
middle of the
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night and they pointed some houses. It selected certain houses that they
targeted. And that's how the people were injured and killed. Houses were pointed
out to us, some of them were burnt.

MR SANDI: Anything else Mpongoshe that you would like to explain about this
incident?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Maybe more details we can get from Mrs Marwanqana, because she
was there when this happened.

MR SANDI: Is that the end of your statement Mrs Mpongoshe?

MRS MPONGOSHE: Yes, that is all but I have a request to the Commission. If they
can investigate for me who the people are who perpetrated this act, because this



affected me very negatively, even my health has been affected. I am diabetic now
and I also have high blood pressure and I don't work.

I am in a very miserable state, so I'd like the Commission to find out for me
who perpetrated this act, for what reason, because my husband had already left
the country and they were harassing him here and they followed him. So what was
the reason, that's what I would like to know because I am living here in a
miserable kind of state in my house.

MR SANDI: Is that the only request you have?

MRS MPONGOSHE: I have a child for whose education I have to pay.

MR SANDI: I am going to ask you whilst we are talking to Mrs Mdlankomo, then we
can raise them again. Mrs Mdlankomo, Ligwa Graham Mdlankomo, who was born in
Port Elizabeth. Did you say he was also one of the victims on the day of the 9th
of December 1982, in Lesotho?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes.

MR SANDI: I'd request that you would please give us the
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reasons why he left the country, when did he leave the country?

MRS MDLANKOMO; I will start by saying I am Margaret Thandiwe Mdlankomo, I was
born here at Korsten. I was blessed with four children, four boys and one
daughter.

As I am here today, I have come to give an evidence about Mdlankomo Ligwa who
was born at Jona, Korsten. I brought these children up and I encouraged them to
attend school. When I felt that I was struggling, I requested that Ligwa should
discontinue schooling so that he can assist me with the maintenance of the other
children. He agreed and then he got a job at Korsten.

He worked very well there and he had good relationships with the employer. At
some stage I realised that something was wrong with my son. I asked him what was
wrong. His friend was Linda Mniti, Mbuyiselo Madaka was also his friend as well
as Xelongileza. Xelong was the first to leave the country, he left the two
behind.

He kept on working.

MR SANDI: Can I ask is Mbuyiselo Madaka the one who gave evidence this morning
who is the brother to Topsy Madaka?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes.

MR SANDI: You can continue.

MRS MDLANKOMO: They went away. The other day Ligwa came with three envelopes. I
was working at Donger. He gave me this envelopes and then I asked what were
these envelopes for. He informed me that he has been expelled from the job, he
stated that he didn't know why was he expelled.

I could realise that it might be the same thing that maybe the employer didn't
understand. He was with this Linda. He was always busy. Please, Truth
Commission, you



PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

9 MT MDLANKOMO

can please apologise, I do not know the proper sequence of this incidents,
because I am mentally affected because of the harassment that I received. I may
make some mistakes.

He went to the initiation school in 1976, that is when I realised that really he
and Linda were just out of hands.

I asked the other day Ligwa please tell me why are you involved with the Boers,
because they always come here. He said no Mama, just tell them that you do not
know them where I was.

The other day Linda came in, then I used to hide them because I am a parent. I
had PT over there. I cannot remember the car which came to my place, but I gave
them food.

One day I asked Linda when he visited again, I said Linda what are you doing
with Ligwa. He said, please leave us alone, we won't tell you what we are doing.

MR SANDI: Can I please request that Mrs Mdlankomo, that you could please give me
some clarity. As you have already said, you might have problems because you
don't have a proper sequence of the events, I'd like to explain that I have to
guide you so that I can highlight the events that I would like you to put
emphasis on.

I would like you to highlight the incident when he left and the way in which you
were subjected to the harassment.

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes, sir I will do so.

MR SANDI: Were there people who were looking for him when he left and then I
would like you to go further to the incident and tell us what happened in 1982
when you learnt that he was one of the victims in the Lesotho massacre.

Let's start by asking this question. Why did he leave the country, did he inform
you that he was leaving?
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MRS MDLANKOMO: I can state that we were harassed. I would just like to say that
there was a day when it was a rainy day, they came with two big dogs, you could
see that outside there were a lot of people, I think it was the police, they had
heavy coats on.

The two dogs were brought inside, they came and rushed into Ligwa's room. These
dogs shook the water from their bodies. During the period he was taken and the
police, he was taken and then he went to Grahamstown.

His teammate was here at Kenilbosch. Ligwa and Mbuyio were at Grahamstown, so
they were detained for 10 months without trial. When they came back they were
stronger than before. They continued with the struggle.

MR SANDI: Was this the period when he left the country?



MRS MDLANKOMO: No. Yes, I am in the incident when they left the country. I'd
like to explain that he gave information to siblings and stated that I am
leaving, please look after my mother.

They were always together until they left the country. So the other day I went
to fetch a key from one of my neighbours. I was surprised that Ligwa didn't
come. The lady told me that Ligwa and one tall gentleman went around this
corner. When I went home, I learnt that the same story was repeated by my
mother.

Since then I was anxious, I was panicking. Mbuyio had also left the country, we
were harassed continuously until I also went to Lesotho. I received a telephone
call from Dora, my aunt, who was also my in-law. I learnt that my son had been
shot dead at Maseru.

I was confused, I didn't know what to do. We didn't know where Lesotho was and
how to get there. There were two PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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trees from the Tsuma family and then they said they would assist us.

They made arrangements that we should go and get passports, we went all over.
Even the offices of the SACC and we were able to go to Lesotho to bury our
children.

When we got there, Linda went away. He came back and he said when we got there
at Lesotho, he was the first to welcome us at Lesotho. He was the first to
welcome us.

We thought that we would bury the child on Sunday, but we had the funeral on
Saturday. On Sunday we were taken by the Lesotho people and showed us all the
houses as said before.

When they came to Ligwa, they called me and stated that here is the house in
which Ligwa was killed. We saw him shoes, a bullet on the wall and the blood.
This gentlemen who was guiding us stated that he was inciting the people who
were attacking him.

Then this gentleman said can you see this door, he said the door was opened with
the machine gun, it was during the night when they came, the attackers came.
Linda was inside and these people was outside.

He said the gentleman said, he people who were attacking them said we are going
to shoot this big mouth of yours. We can say they really did that because they
shot him on the stomach, when he fell they also shot him on the head.

I could see that his nose and the nostrils were full of the brains, but you
could identify him, but there was the other side which was darkened. I suspect
it was due to haemorrhoids.

We rounded all the areas in which they used to spend
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their time and then Linda said I didn't know how I survived this. I was a bit
irritable.



MR SANDI: Are these the people who were welcoming you, the same people who were
guiding you to all these areas?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes, it is the same people. We held the funeral on Sunday and
then we came back on the same day. I think after a week or two, this men came,
the Special branch officers. They asked us if we did attend the funeral and we
said, yes, we did.

They wanted to know what did we see. I stated that I saw a lot of people who
were burnt, it was a mass funeral. I said I would request that, I wish I would
never witness such a scene again.

MR SANDI: Do you know the name of the Special branch that came?

MRS MDLANKOMO: No, I cannot remember the officer. What I can state is that this
person was hefty, he was having short pants, he had a gun and inside the socks
and the other one was on the hip in the holster and then he had another one in
the arm in the hand.

He said we have killed the big mouthed ANC.

MR SANDI: So did he repeat the same words that were uttered by somebody who was
giving you details about the massacre?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes, because the person who came to my place said the same words.

The person really confirmed that the story that we heard, was the same as this
one that we are hearing now about the big mouth.

MR SANDI: Were you not shocked to hear those words? To correlate the two, the
words that you heard at Lesotho and then to hear them again uttered here at your
place by a
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visitor?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes, I was very shocked.

MR SANDI: Is that the only thing that you can tell us?

MRS MDLANKOMO: I can state that Ligwa has a child. One of his children died, he
was three days old. He has another son and then we support this little one, he
is doing standard eight.

MR SANDI: Do you allow me to go further and ask Mrs Marwanqana who was there
during the time of the massacre so that if there is something that you have
forgotten you can be able to remember it?

MRS MDLANKOMO: Yes, it is so, but I would like to appeal to the Truth Commission
just to make investigations about this massacre. I want to know what happened,
why did they do such a scrupulous thing.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mama. Let's go further to Mrs Marwanqana. Mrs Marwanqana, I
understand that you will be able to give us details about something that you
witnessed. Can you please continue and inform us what did you see on the day of
the massacre?

MRS MARWANQANA: Should I start from the Lesotho event?



MR SANDI: Yes, start there please.

MRS MARWANQANA: But I didn't want to start there, I want to start and begin from
the period when I left the country.

MR SANDI: Okay, you can start there.

MRS MARWANQANA: I'd like to mention that my husband spent some years in Robben
Island in 1964, he stayed there at Rooi Hell, he was expelled after he was
released from Rooi Hell and then I was informed that I should go to Elinge. He
was taken to Elinge because they didn't want him to be here any more.
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So I refused to go to Elinge because I didn't want to go there alone. We really
did go to Elinge. Even though he was

at Elinge, again he was arrested, he was released after eight months. He was
detained without trial.

He was arrested again in 1981, he served a sentence but later on they said he
was not charged, it was over a year. After that when he was released, he said he
is leaving and then I said if you say you leave South Africa, I will go along
with you together with my children.

I really did go with him. So we went to, we used passports. When we got to
Lesotho we were accommodated in a hotel. And the following day he phoned and
communicated with Pakamile and Pakamile went to fetch us from the hotel.

After four days the Boers from South Africa came during the night, it was at 1
am, I could hear that there was a sound outside and then I woke my husband up
and said I hear a sound outside, there might be a car outside.

So he prevented me from peeping through because we were afraid that we could be
injured. My children were sleeping in the sitting room, I was in the room with
my little boys. They kicked the door, the people who were coming inside, but
they said they wanted Mavimbela. At the time they were calling Pakamile
Mavimbela.

There was a White man who had smeared himself and darkened himself, he was
having rough on his shoulders. I think he was at least embarrassed to shoot my
husband in my presence, so he chased us away and send my children and I should
get out of the room, so we went to the bathroom.

But my youngest daughter came to the room, he said he would hide and then I
said, no we must be together. So that PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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if one of us is killed, we should all be killed.

Mpongoshe didn't open his door, my two children went out. During that time my
son had a baby, a seven month old

baby. And then he said I must look after his son. I was saying he must also join
us so that if we are killed, we should all be killed here in the bathroom, but



he refused and he went to one of the rooms which was owned by Pakamile.

There was a sound of gun fire and then everything was quiet thereafter, but they
didn't come to the bathroom, so I felt that we should go out. I started in
Alfred's room and I called him Alfred, Alfred and we realised that he is dead.

So we covered him with a blanket. We went to another room, there was also a
visitor here and he was also shot dead. We found our brother, Mpongoshe, he was
killed also.

I said to my son I told you about this. I stated to you that I have been telling
you about your laziness, I was thinking that he was asleep. I informed him that
I cannot tolerate this business, I said, why should you sleep whilst we have
been shot, if there were shots?

I didn't realise that I was talking to a corpse because I could see that he was
shot on the head. The child that I am talking about is Mzukisi. I could see that
they started with Mzukisi because he was next to the door so he fell next to the
door.

Probably they started by shooting him. We were looking for Thandiswa because we
couldn't find him. You could see that the door was in tatters. They stole my
husband's watch because they are also thieves.

I could see that Mpongoshe's room there was some money, so I felt that we should
go and look for this money, but we

PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

16 MN MARWANQANA

could find that they had also searched the room and took the money away.

We were still looking for Thandiswa and then I went to

one of the gentleman who was the next door neighbour. This gentleman
accommodated us for quite a long time after this incident.

But when he assisted us with accommodation, I felt that I should go back to my
house and see what was going on. I informed some of the children who visited us
and reported that we are still looking for one of the children. During that
period this child was still seven months, the one that was left behind by
Thandiswa.

Some of the people came in and stated that they have brought my daughter along,
but when I looked through I could see that my child was just behind the
wardrobe. I could see that it was my daughter. She was also shot dead.

Then we had the funeral and then we were taken to Tanzania. One of my children
wanted to come back and I felt that I cannot come back again. I felt that I
should rather go further to another area.

So we went to Tanzania and we stayed there until last year, in 1991.

MR SANDI: We have heard what you have just said and it is terrible. What happens
to you when you think about this?

MRS MARWANQANA: During the time I just controlled myself because I didn't want
to make my enemies happy, so I just pretended to be strong.

MR SANDI: When did you come back? Did you come back when the organisations were



unbanned?

MRS MARWANQANA: Yes, we came back in 1991 when the organisations were unbanned.
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MR SANDI: What would you like to happen, what would you wish that the Commission
should do?

MRS MARWANQANA: I would like to find out the reason for

the massacre, it was strange because the people had already left the country so
that they can be safe from them, but they kept on following them.

And ultimately they killed him. We'd like to find out who sent them, did they
obey orders or was it done through their own individual interest because there
were 42 people who died and there were 12 who were Lesotho residents.

The other thing I would like to be assisted with the children who are attending
school.

MR SANDI: Did you say you had four children who survived?

MRS MARWANQANA: Yes, one of my daughters is in Holland and the other three are
still here.

MR SANDI: How old are they?

MRS MARWANQANA: Yolanda the one who was left behind by her mother, is 14 years
old. The other one is 19 years and the other one is 16 years.

MR SANDI: Where are they?

MRS MARWANQANA: They are in my house, they depend on me.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you can give us?

MRS MARWANQANA: Yes, that is all that I can tell you.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you very much.

REVD TUTU: Are there any questions Dr Ramashala? Please keep quiet.

MS RAMASHALA: Are any of the three ladies receiving any kind of financial
assistance? Is there any assistance or financial assistance that you receive
from anywhere?

MRS MARWANQANA: No, I don't receive any assistance, but the children receive a
grant. The children receive a grant. PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I have a gentleman who is a general dealer who gives me credit, so that I can
get groceries on credit. I believe my account is R1 000-00 but he also always
assists me.

MS RAMASHALA: Thank you.



REVD TUTU: I don't know what to say to you ladies. We cannot highlight the
importance of your contribution. We cannot utter the words of thanks, we have
been listening to stories and you always, each time you listen to the other one
you believe that there can't be anything beyond that one.

But each case has its individuality. Although we know that we are weak, I'd like
us to try and say may God comfort you. We'd like to thank you for the courage
that you were able to come here and express your feelings to the public as you
have done now, today.

God's ways are very strange, we do not know what made you survive. We cannot
even state that it is through our will that we are now saying there is change in
our country, but we can emphasise the fact that we would like to express
gratitude to those who sacrificed their lives. We are now bearing fruits of
their struggle.

And also the way in which you carried this burden alone for quite a long time.
May God bless you, may you get strength, may God be with you. We'd like to thank
you very much.

We are finished today, we will start again at 9 am tomorrow. Please stand.

--------------------
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DR BORAINE: I would on behalf of the Commission like to welcome you very warmly to this special hearing. Before
we start, I have to make sure that you have to have the earphones, although most of you are not going to need that, I
understand.

But would you please stand for the taking of the oath, and I think you can all stand, those of you who are going to testify
can stand together and take the oath together. Will you please stand. Will you raise your right hand. Thank you very
much, please be seated.

Mrs Mtimkhulu, clearly everybody who comes here is important. We care about every witness, young and old, Black
and White, men and women, it makes no difference, but of course there is a very special quality about your being here
today.

You travelled to East London, you and your husband were excited, at last you were going to have a chance to talk to a
Presidential Commission, to the nation at large about Siphiwo. This was denied you, you had no chance.
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We met with you and you very graciously agreed that you will come to the Port Elizabeth hearing and you came, you sat
over there and we waited and once again, you were muzzled, you couldn't speak. All of us were very angry and very
upset, but you were remarkable. You too were upset,

but you understood, because you knew that one day you would

have an opportunity, and today is that day.

So it is very special for you and it is very special for us, it is very special for all the people from New Brighton, from
Port Elizabeth and so many others who will be listening on the radio and watching and reading about you and your son
and the suffering and pain that you've endured.

We are so glad you are here. My colleague Dumisa Ntsebeza is going to lead you as you tell your story, which you will



know that story is your story and we are now waiting to hear from you, thank you.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Dr Boraine, thank you Mr Chairman. (No translation to start the introduction of Mr
Ntsebeza) MRS MTIMKHULU: (No translation to start the evidence) ... trying to show the pain that he was sharing
with me. It is just that we have been going around the problem for quite a long time. I wished that God can try to make
things easy for all of us so that we can also feel relieved like everybody else. I was touched by what this lady said to me,
I think I must go now to your request and attend to it.

I am Joyce, I was born at Nqemexa, I was born and bred at Nqemexa. I also attended school there. I am the home girl to
Steve Tswete, I spent my childhood there.

Then I came to Port Elizabeth because I had to attend school here in Port Elizabeth. Whilst attending school the
gentleman who is my handsome husband, whom I love very much, PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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wanted me to be his partner.

I can say he is a gentleman, if I can say he must stand up, nobody would compete with him here. We got married, it was
here in Port Elizabeth and then we were blessed with children. Our marriage was one of the peaceful and

dignified type of marriages. And that is why I am still married, amongst the children we were blessed with, we had
Siphiwo.

He was the only son, he was born in 1960 and he was born here at Zakhele location, we were staying there at the time.
Presently we are located here at Zwede.

I'd like to mention that he was never a troublesome child. As I don't want to make a long history about my son, I can just
mention like any other child, he was - we could manage and handle him properly, because he was never exposed to
many problems, he never clashed with the law. Nobody has ever complained about him.

We were fortunate that we had such a child. The only time that we could realise that there were some problems is when
he began to be involved with the political activities.

We could realise that we were not now communicating, we were very afraid, because he was still very young at the
time. He attended school at the primary level at Elanga in Hilltown. I wouldn't say much about what he did or what
standards he did go.

He went to Elanga, we could realise that there was a lot of things going on in his mind, but we didn't know what was
really happening about him.

He passed standard 7 without any problems. At the time it was form 1, I am not well literate. We received his report
from teacher Moxorozi. It was said he must not
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return to school.

His father was very adamant that he should not come back. His father was surprised because the teacher was adamant



that he shouldn't come back. No explanation was given, we had to take him to Alice, that is where he

continued with education. He was expelled also from that

school.

MR NTSEBEZA: Which year was it?

MRS MTIMKHULU: I am not quite certain, because it was some time back, Mr Commissioner, I do not want to lie.

It is quite a long time, but I can find it somewhere and you can get it later. Whilst continuing with his education at
Jabavu, he was expelled because of this poison, which I regard as his political activities. There is a lot of poison that we
are going to discuss about here. It is the other one that killed him.

MR NTSEBEZA: Which poison are you talking about now?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Thank you very much, I am glad that you've corrected me. What I mean is the political
involvement. Siphiwo was very much involved, he was a staunch member of the organisation, we realised that we
couldn't do anything, he seemed to be addicted.

And seemingly he was regarded as influential and being an instigator. The other thing that he was against was the Bantu
Education. He came to Port Elizabeth and he attended school at Carwant, was expelled. He went to Louingso, he was
also expelled. We tried at means to make him continue with his education because we were worried about his behaviour.

Unfortunately we couldn't get anywhere that we could take him. Let me go further - he was amongst the children
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who were at St Stephens at the time. I think there was a very big meeting during that time, they were arrested at the
time. I think they were about 500. They were detained at Algoa. They spent a long time there. Mr Haiwa and Revd
Swoga gave us support and they were trying to make means

that the children should be released.

After a short period they were released, I think it was about three days after they had been detained, I am not

quite sure. So they were detained without trial.

This made him more involved. He continued with the struggle. I would like to explain that he went along with his
comrades and they were taking other children out of the school and they were objecting to the type of education that
they were receiving at the time. He was detained, I think it was in Humansdorp. During that year, I think he had
something on which was not acceptable to the authorities.

I think he had a T-shirt on which SASO was printed. I think I will have to give a brief report about his arrests. He was
detained after this, he was sentenced. He served his sentence in Grahamstown prison, he spent six months in that prison.

He was under the solitary confinement, we used to visit, communicate with him. We tried to persuade him but we could
realise that he was still healthy. After six months he was released. He continued with politics, he never turned his back.

Each time he was detained, he would come out and be stronger than before. There are - some of the colleagues and
comrades with whom he was working is just next to me, the others are not here. You can remember then, I said there
was not much that he could talk about when he was
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detained in Grahamstown, he was just in solitary confinement and nothing further that he could say. He was just given a
Bible, but he was not interested in it.

MR NTSEBEZA: Can we go back to the statement where you said he continued with the others, was he a member of
COSAS?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, he was a member of the COSAS, so I think the other gentlemen who are next to are going to
say much about the COSAS because they were together with my son.

MR NTSEBEZA: When he was a member of the COSAS, did he ever clashed with the law?

MRS MTIMKHULU: This happened quite a lot. He was always harassed to the extend that he didn't like to spend much
time among the family members, he was always among the friends and his colleagues because we were not involved in
the politics and we didn't like the political involvement.

He was always amongst the colleagues, that is why I say I did not know much about the membership with COSAS. But
what I can mention is that he always informed us when he was going to be away for quite a long time and to inform us
when he would come back.

At times he would just go to a small house which he built for himself, it looked like a dog's kennel. You would stay in
this house, but you would realise that you would be unable to be comfortable. It was furnished according to his likings.

I think this was his hide out so that he cannot be easily discovered by the police. Everybody who would approach our
premises, would think that it was the dog's kennel, that is why he could avoid the police. He was a diligent, working
very hard, he was committed and he was determined.
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You can still understand that he had respect. His friends were Mrs Fazi, Miss Misuwa, those were his friends and Mrs
Xinga also. I think I can mention a few of them, but we are not here to talk about those people.

The only thing that I can state is that those were the people who had much influence in my son. He was very happy and
you could see that nothing could divide him, or separate him from the struggle. But I can mention that he was still
having respect and he would give an impression that he was a very humble person, but you would see that as he would
go past one of the rivers, he was giving an impression that he was very humble, but he knew that he was going to take
other children out of the school.

MR NTSEBEZA: Let's go to 1981, I don't want to make things difficult for you, but I would like you to give us a short
briefing about what happened in 1981.

MRS MTIMKHULU: In 1981, it was on the 31st of May, I was in (indistinct). I received a telephone call from Mrs
Mtongana, princess, she informed me that Siphiwo has come back and he has returned to my place and that I should
come back home.

I packed my belongings and I came back to Port Elizabeth. When I got here, I found him in one of our houses which we



used as a dining room. He had covered his feet with the eiderdown, probably it is something that we would call a duvet
nowadays. You could feel that he had cold feet.

And you could see that he was not the usual spirit that we know. You could see that something was not right. I greeted
him and I was very happy to meet him, I used all the nicknames that I used to call him.
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I was glad that he came back from jail. He spent five months.

MR NTSEBEZA: When you say he had returned, when was he arrested?

MRS MTIMKHULU: I would like to mention that Siphiwo was shot previously and then he was detained. As he was
detained,

you could see that he was injured on the arm. He was taken to hospital. The police who shot and arrested him were the
same people who took him to the hospital, at Livingstone Hospital.

He was not admitted for quite a long time, because when we tried to visit him, we were informed that he had already
been discharged. We were just informed that he was here and there. We went to each ward, but we couldn't find him and
then we gave up and went back home.

It was a long time that he was admitted, I think it was five months. In the middle of the 6th month, he was then
discharged, it was on the 20th of October 1981, when he was discharged from hospital.

MR NTSEBEZA: During the time that he was admitted, could you visit him?

MRS MTIMKHULU: During that period Commissioner, we were unable to visit him, in other words we didn't make
any contact with him. We didn't even change clothes for him. The only thing that used to happen was there were people
who used to come to my place and collect some of the items, father Mobele is one of them. He was a member of the
security police' special branch and Mr Tsongatha.

I would like to apologise to you gentlemen Tsongatha. He was Masheka Tsongatha, he came to collect Siphiwo's
belongings.
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MR NTSEBEZA: Did they tell you where Siphiwo was detained?

MRS MTIMKHULU: No, they didn't say anything to me. We used to ask them but they never responded positively to
inform about the whereabouts of our son.

At times they would just say they did not know where he was detained. The only thing that they have come to take

was his belongings so that we can exchange the dirty linen with the clean ones.

MR NTSEBEZA: We interrupted you whilst you were still giving us details. Please continue where you stopped before.



MRS MTIMKHULU: Thank you sir. Siphiwo came back. As I said before, he covered his feet. We exchanged
greetings. I asked him you look ill, what is the problem, he admitted that he was ill.

I wanted to know what was wrong with him. He stated that he had an excruciating pain in the stomach. He stated that
his feet are always cold and they are swollen. He says the lower limbs are always swollen. He showed me and I also
could see that he was swollen.

And you could feel that it seems as if there was no circulation. I asked him what was wrong with you, what happened to
you. He stated that it was a very long story.

I was hurt to see my son in this condition and he also mentioned that he was ill-treated severely. He even said the Boers
have finished me, I am totally finished, there is nothing that you can do about me.

I asked him why don't you stop this involvement with the struggle? He stated that he cannot do that. Although he is in
that condition, he was still prepared to go on. He said he cannot stop. The time for him to stop has passed.
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He stated that he would rather die than stop what he was doing. I asked him what happened, we cannot understand why
your feet are always swollen. He mentioned that he was beaten severely.

He stated that there were people who has to assault him severely, Nieuwoudt was the forerunner. Roelofse was also

the attacker, they had a team.

MR NTSEBEZA: I am sorry Mama, we'd like to understand clearly, get clarification. This Nieuwoudt that you're
talking about, is he the same Nieuwoudt who said we must not talk about him because those were lies that we are going
to say?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, it is the same one.

MR NTSEBEZA: Are you not mistaken?

MRS MTIMKHULU: No, I am not mistaken. He is one of the people who tried to prohibit him and sent an interdict that
we shouldn't mention his name.

I don't know any other Nieuwoudt except that one, he is the same person who used to pretend to be a Minister of
religion. He would put on the collar and he would come and collect Siphiwo.

He would say he is a member of the Methodist church in town. He is the same Nieuwoudt that I am talking about. He is
Gideon Nieuwoudt, he is Gideon Nieuwoudt in Xhosa.

MR NTSEBEZA: When he got into your house, what language did he use? Did he use Xhosa?

MRS MTIMKHULU: No, he would try to speak English, but he had a problem to speak English.

MR NTSEBEZA: I do not know whether we are talking about the same person. There was a Gideon Nieuwoudt who
was in court recently. Is it the same person?
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MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, it is the one who's hair is always fluffy and who is always - he hair is always flappering in
the wind and you could see him on TV that.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you Archbishop. Is it the same one who was in court recently who has been sentenced for
murder?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, he is a killer.

MR NTSEBEZA: Okay, let's continue.

MRS MTIMKHULU: Nieuwoudt and Roelofse, according to Siphiwo's details and information, would take Siphiwo
and allow him to take his clothes off. They would chain him and said he must lay on the floor.

Siphiwo gives an account of what (tape starts) ... he would hand over to Roelofse to do the same. Roelofse would also
take apparatus or tools to torture him. He would take pipes and the electric wire and he would hit him, flog him on the
back severely.

And they would always utter some words to him and would say he must speak the truth. They would always say they
want documents and I didn't know what they wanted and Siphiwo would always say he didn't know what they were
talking about.

He would say I will try to breath because I would be suffocated in the process. At times I would pretend as if I've lost
consciousness and then they would leave me until I regain consciousness.

Then this was a trick that he used to use so that he could get some rest. When they realised that I've regained
consciousness, they would resume their dirty work. They would take a towel, this would be a wet towel and they would
suffocate you with this towel.

They would take you and put you into very cold water in PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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a bath tub, you'll be taken out and then they would say you are going to speak the truth. That is the only thing that we
want from you.

He used to say he would be taken and were taken to the sea. He will be taken there naked and they will go there beyond
and would make a braai or enjoy themselves. As they

were enjoying themselves, they would take some drinks and Roelofse would go and collect a tin and bring it over here.

I would receive torturing in the cells, there was another type of torture that I would receive outside the cells.

He said they would put me on the rocks naked and Roelofse and Nieuwoudt would always say together with Mashekazi
Tungata, they would always say to me this is the place where we always get the truth out of you comrades.

We always take them and we do everything that we have done to you or that we are still going to do to you, until some
of them die. We always torture them until they die.

He said he would be put on this rock, he would see that there is no where else that you could go, you would sit, you will
be tortured to the extend that you would not know what is happening to you. I was helpless.



They would also take me and throw bones to me as if I was a dog. They would starve me for days. At times they would
put me into the van or into the boot, at times they would take the meat that they had been eating and they would give the
leftovers to the other prisoners, but they would tie me and starve me.

The food that would come, they would put cigarette ashes in my food and at times I just did not eat because I couldn't
eat what they were presenting to me.
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Let me continue.

MR NTSEBEZA: During the time when he covered his feet, was he able to walk at that time? When you came back
from Hilltown did you find him still able to walk?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Commissioner, I think I can mention that he couldn't walk properly, but he was able to walk

independently. But he didn't walk the way in which he used to, he was limping and at times I would see that he was
afraid to tread heavily.

A few days later, as I have said, he came back on the 20th, on the 21st we could see that he was deteriorating. On the
22nd he was unable to walk, he crawled. He had to crawl around the room. He would grundle during the night.

We tried to give him medication. At times we would try to relieve him of the pain by rubbing him. We tried to give him
some medication.

Each time he took something, he would vomit it, he never relieved himself. If he had to go to urinate, he was unable to
do so.

At times it would be just painful drops. At times when he had to go to relieve himself, you could see that it was only
blood that used to come out. It was a dark, thick blood.

He would state that it is very painful when he tries to relieve himself. We took him to the hospital, a day hospital. Mr
Lamani, the late Mr Lamani took him. He was given treatment after the examination, but this was not effective.

We took him to the private Doctor again, Dr Moodley was the Doctor which we usually took all the comrades to.
Because of his condition you could see that it was difficult PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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for him to do anything. His body was becoming swollen, gradually the upper limbs were also beginning to swell, he had
to be admitted.

His condition deteriorated completely at Livingstone Hospital. When we visited him, you could see that even the face
was swollen, the whole body was affected. You couldn't recognise him.

He didn't even want anybody to come closer to him, the way in which he was feeling the pain.

He said he had electric shocks. Due to his condition we had to request that the hospital should be transferred to another
hospital. We were thinking about Grootte Schuur and then this happened.



He was then admitted at Grootte Schuur Hospital. When he got there, we could see that he was ageing. You can
remember that I said in the Livingstone Hospital he was swollen, but when he got there at Grootte Schuur, his condition
changed. He looked like an old man, I didn't believe when I visited him, that he was the same person that I saw the last
time in Port Elizabeth.

He smiled because he could see that I didn't recognise him. When he smiled, I was able to see that it was him. I will
never forget the Boers.

MR NTSEBEZA: Mama, you can say anything that you want to say. Please express yourself as much as you can. This
is the most important day for you.

MRS MTIMKHULU: I don't want to cry, I understand that this is my day, I don't want to cry, I want to speak.

Probably if I cry, it won't be due to the pain, it would be due to the hatred, it would be due to the fact that there is no
honesty amongst our people. This is the 14th
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year, for 14 years we were going along with this pain.

Boers are liers. Boers are prohibiting us to say anything about Siphiwo because they have a lot of money. They have got
a lot of money and they are able to bribe people so that they can be defended.

Let me go back to my story. Siphiwo was unrecognizable. During that period there were people who were visiting him.
It is true that if you do something to a person here in Port Elizabeth, everybody would show support because you could
see so many people, some of them who don't even know him, they were supporting him. Giving him support and they
tried to comfort him as much as possible.

Brian Bishop were the people who were giving the support that I am talking about. What happened to Siphiwo at the
time whilst he was in Cape Town was one of the big surprises for me, because Nieuwoudt, Van Rensburg, Du Preez and
his team Dunsta who always played karate on my child, were the people who are responsible for Siphiwo's condition.

This shows how cruel those people were. I am still referring and explaining much about what happened to Siphiwo in
Cape Town. You know they have big rats at their places and that is the poison, the poison they could have used for those
rats, they used on my son.

To the effect that he lost his hair, he was critical at the time. You would witness that he was in pain, but you could see
that he was also losing his stature, he was losing his hair, but he was a bit much better, because in the previous hospital
he was disorientated and would just stare at you without any communication.

He continued to lose his hair, I would like to show you
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his hair. Really we have to bring evidence and exhibitions so that if you make your investigations, you should have a
clear picture of what happened. This is Siphiwo's hair, this is the scalp, attached to the hair.

That person is not at home, we all know that if you cut a person's hair, you don't cut the scalp, but I want you



today to see Commission, that we have his hair together with his scalp attached to the hair. I want the Commission to
witness what I've brought here today so that they should know the effect of the poison which was used on my son.

I want to show that if you, I want to inform you that he would bleed whereas he looses the hair, he would also bleed, the
scalp would bleed. I don't know why did I keep this hair, I do not why I could keep it for quite a long time, but I said to
myself, let me keep this so that one day something might happen so that I can be able to show this to the people.

That is why I am grateful today.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is the Doctor who gave you the information about the poison?

MRS MTIMKHULU: The Doctor that I am talking about is Professor Frances Ames, I think he is retired now. At the
time he was working at Grootte Schuur. He called us and informed us that these were the results of the poison which
damaged our son.

She informed us that they made tests and these are the findings. They wanted to know the type of poison that could
make him suffer so much. They informed me that it was poison.

They stated that they could find the reason for his condition to be due to the poison which he had taken.
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Siphiwo was admitted for about a month in Cape Town, but you could see that he was promising, the prognosis was at
least good, you could see that there was new hair which was growing.

He was discharged. It was on the 17th of January 1982 when he was discharged. We fetched him from the airport.

When he came back he was already confined to a wheelchair, he couldn't walk independently. His father asked him
Siphiwo, as you are in this condition, how do you feel now because I told you to do away with your struggle. One day
you are going to die. I've already told you that we are not yet politicised, so we didn't understand what was going on
with our children.

Siphiwo insisted that he will never go back, he will never turn his back from the struggle. He said he is finished now.
One of the journalists who was a lady who came to the airport said to Siphiwo, please stop this.

Discontinue your involvement. He said, I cannot do that. He stated that he has been with the people and leading people,
working together with them and then he will not betray his people. He regarded that if he should stop his involvement, it
would be just like betraying the people.

At times we would see that he would try to walk, but it was very difficult for him. He tried to make exercises, he tried to
recover also because he was also determined to recover.

MR NTSEBEZA: Was he still confined to a wheelchair?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes. Yes Commissioner, he was still in a wheelchair. We could see that his condition was
improving. The fallen hair was growing out, but he was still having a lot of loss of appetite. He was very selective to
what he
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was eating.

I'd like to go back a little bit, there is a very important issue that I forgot to talk about. Whilst he was detained, before he
was released, he had some food which was well prepared, which was prepared by the master. It was brought by the
master which was prepared by a madam.

He is the one who says that whilst he was detained there, somebody brought this food. He made this enquiries and
wanted to find out why do you bring food for me? I cannot remember who was the person who brought the food. Maybe
in these documents you can find his name.

He said this gentleman said my wife has just offered you this dish. He ate the food because it was well prepared, it was
appetizing.

Before he was released from detention, he was allowed to stand for 24 hours. He was standing day and night and he was
not allowed to sit down. He stated that they used to throw him with very cold ice water because they could realise that
he was not in his senses.

He would stand on a brick, I do not understand what he meant about that. I was never been arrested, but he used to give
me a picture of what was happening to him. He stated that that was the most painful experience that he had ever
experienced.

He stated that he felt that he was deteriorating after the fact that he was allowed for 24 hours. When he wanted to go to
the toilet, they would pick him up and take him to the toilet and also bring him back, because he was unable to walk.

I forgot to mention that because I think that was one of the important points that I could mention. I'd like to
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continue now and state that as he was recovering, we could see that he was also beginning to be resuming or regaining
everything that he had lost.

I think it was on the 31st of March when he had to go for a check up in Cape Town. He missed the date and said he
would go the other day. He did go, it was the 14th of April in 1982, he went to Livingstone Hospital. It was very early in
the morning.

And he was accompanied by Topsy Madaka. He was the person who used to visit him frequently. He used to take him
with his car and transport him to and fro the hospital.

On this day he did the same so that he can be accommodated and admitted there before he can be transferred to Cape
Town. I would like to mention that Commissioner, they went to Livingstone as arranged.

It is said he did reach his destination. He met Dr Brown and nobody knows what happened thereafter. But somebody
said there was a folder that he was supposed to have gone to fetch in the hospital. But I couldn't understand this because
he was unable to walk.

Because he had left the wheelchair at home because he was using a walking stick with the support of his colleague.

It is said he went to fetch the folder, I do not know whether he got the folder or not. The only thing that I know is that in
the afternoon Moli Bloban phoned. He even came personally to find out if Siphiwo had arrived, because he said



Siphiwo had tried to contact him telephonically but he didn't find him.

MR NTSEBEZA: Why did Siphiwo phone him?

MRS MTIMKHULU: He said - Moli reports that Siphiwo was requesting Moli to transport him home because Topsy
had
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disappeared. He phoned again to find out if Topsy was there, but he found that there was nobody.

The story goes that Siphiwo at last, because we didn't receive any telephone call from him, it is reported that he was
taken by somebody from Livingstone Hospital because I do not know this person, because he didn't bring the child to

me.

This person took Siphiwo to wherever he knows, but that was the last time that I saw Siphiwo when he was going to the
hospital. On the same day, Commissioner, Topsy came back in the evening.

It was about eight in the evening. We were in the kitchen having supper. He greeted us and I looked behind him
thinking that Siphiwo would be coming along, but Topsy said to me, he was asking if Siphiwo has come back home. I
was surprised.

I informed him that it is very strange because you are the person who took Siphiwo to the hospital, why do you come
and ask him from me.

As I say this, I didn't bother much. I was not panicking because I thought he might have gone to some of his friends. But
I was surprised why did he leave him and then he would come in the evening and ask me.

I informed him, I gave him Siphiwo's tracksuit because it was a bit cold in the evening. Topsy took this tracksuit top and
left. We slept, Topsy and Siphiwo never came back.

The following day Moli contacted us telephonically. We informed her that Siphiwo is not yet back. Moli promised to
assist us so that we can find out if we cannot find him. He was asking did I hear anybody who has collected him, I said
no.
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Nobody fetched him from hospital as far as I know. I think it was the third day when we searched again. Moli promised
to make the search again and he promised to go personally to the places or the comrades with whom he used to
communicate.

I believed (tape ends) ... by days passed, weeks passed

and we felt that this is now a problem. We tried to find out, we communicated with all our relatives in the Transkei, in
East London, all over the places where we had relatives but nobody ever said they had seen Siphiwo.

Briefly we took further steps and we went to Lesotho. We didn't suspect that Siphiwo could go to Lesotho especially in



his condition. But we had a clue that he might have gone to Lesotho, we got this through the newspapers because the
newspapers publicised that they have seen Topsy's car and that is why we tried to trace this clue.

I went together with my husband. We made enquiries to the boarders, people helped us to search. We went to the
churches, we went everywhere. We wanted to find out probably some people might have taken him to nurse him. We
searched for three days, but to no avail.

When we came back, one of the special branch officers came to my place. We didn't report to the police that Siphiwo
has disappeared, the reason being that we didn't trust them. Although the lawyer, Fisher tried to locate him from the
cells, that is why we didn't go to the police, because we suspected that they might be also responsible for his
disappearance.

And we feared that we might be exposing that we are looking for him.
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MR NTSEBEZA: In other words the police could not be trusted at the time as they were supposed to be protecting the
community?

MRS MTIMKHULU: No Commissioner, you would never trust a policeman at the time. During that period I was taken
by Diani, he took my by car, he said I was wanted at Sanlam.

I tried to find out why did they want me at Sanlam, he said he doesn't know. When I got there, there were other
gentlemen, I cannot tell you who those people were, but they were White Boers.

They showed me photographs and I could see that it was Siphiwo on those photographs. I thought that as they called
me, I thought they were going to tell me something which was tangible.

They asked me where do I think Siphiwo could have gone to. I said that I did not know, I mentioned that the last time I
saw him was when he was going to the hospital. They constantly asked me if I didn't think that he had gone in exile.

This surprised me. I explained that I didn't think that Siphiwo could cross the borders and follow the other comrades. I
don't think in his condition he can survive there and I don't think he can be able to work for the organisation.

They asked me if I didn't think that maybe he can go to another place so that he can get some medical assistance. I said
that I didn't think that Siphiwo can do that. They asked me what have I done, I stated that I was still looking for him.

I also tried to contact the SABC so that it can be publicised, they turned my appeal down and stated that I was PORT
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supposed to have gone to the police first. So I used to go up and down trying to search for my son.

Ultimately they stated that they were going to help me to search for my son. They also said that I should contact them as
soon as I can find him, they will do the same if they can find Siphiwo.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is that Nieuwoudt who said so?

MRS MTIMKHULU: I am not quite sure, I am really not quite sure.



I can say I do not know.

MR NTSEBEZA: I was just going to say to you as they promised to search for your son and inform you, I was going to
say to you, could you please have a pause here so that we can just stretch a bit.

Order please. ... to you, what did he say did happen? How were they separated with each other?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Thank you Commissioner. Topsy didn't give me a long explanation, the only thing that he said to
me was I know where to get him. And then he left. I requested that he could please, if he finds him, must come and
bring him along, because I would like him to be here at home, because he was very ill.

MR NTSEBEZA: Let us go back and you continue where you had stopped. As the police had promised to assist you in
the search of you son, did they do that or what did they do to show that they were with you?

MRS MTIMKHULU: I thank you sir. After their promise, the police were unable to fulfil their promise. The only thing

that they did, they became hostile towards us. They used to come at my place and would always roam around on my
premises and around my house, always questioning me about whether I
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was communicating with Siphiwo or what was the position, how much did I know about his whereabouts.

There was a day when they came when they were in a hurry. They were lining up, they have lined up, shoulder to
shoulder, heavily armed. They went straight to Siphiwo's room claiming that Siphiwo has come back from exile and
they said he is at Soweto.

This Soweto is this one which is here in Port Elizabeth in Veeplaas. They said he is a trained terrorist. He was, he
received proper medical care and he is able to walk again.

That is the day when they made a lot of chaos, they damaged my property and they were looking for this terrorist whom
they said they have learnt that he have come, he has returned.

Even today we had never heard anything from the police. The only thing that they did then was this continuous
harassment. They would stop their cars across one of the streets and they would lay ambush. At times they would visit
us, especially Nieuwoudt, he would always come and search for my son and make enquiries about my son's
whereabouts.

MR NTSEBEZA: What did you hear about the car in which they were travelling?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Commissioner, we learnt a story about the car in which they were travelling. It was said they
disappeared whilst they were travelling in this car. We heard that Topsy's identity book was found in the car, but I was
not informed about what happened to him although it was said it was the identity book which was found in his car.

That is the only information that we had about Topsy
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and my son. When we learnt about this, we just went there and followed the clue.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is there any information that you received from the Commissioner of the Police, about the
disappearance of your son?

MRS MTIMKHULU: I'd like you to repeat the question again.

MR NTSEBEZA: At times the authorities and the high ranking officials are referred to as Commissioners, is there
anyone of them who ever came to inform you about what happened to your son?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Nobody came to me and even the Station Commander or the Commissioner of the Police, they
never came to me. I don't think they could have come and informed me because I suspect he was also involved in the
whole thing.

You could remember that he was the one against whom Siphiwo has laid a charge. We know that Siphiwo had already
laid charges against him, so he couldn't come and report what happened to my son.

Siphiwo did his own thing without informing most of the people, he could write and would give extensive information
and give details about everything that happened to him. He would also state who did what to him. That is why I didn't
think much about what happened at the cells, because I knew that he had all the details. He scribbled everything about
what happened to him.

MR NTSEBEZA: I'd like to find out, did you say anything about the charges which he laid against the Commissioner?
Was it when he was released? Was it before he disappeared, I do not know whether you can understand my question,
but seemingly to me you seemed to say although he was an invalid and before he disappeared, he had already laid a
charge
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against the Station Commander or the Commissioner of the Police about what happened to him, especially the poisoning
when he was in jail, is that so?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: In other words he disappeared during the period when he was waiting for the court appearance?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, it is so.

MR NTSEBEZA: How did you know about this? Especially about Siphiwo's disappearance, how could you get a clue
about his whereabouts, can we get some information on that?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Commissioner, I could state that the little clue that we could get which led us to continue with our
search, I can state that if I am not mistaken it was on the 10th or 11th, it was covered in the newspapers.

MR NTSEBEZA: I am not concerned about the dates, I know it is a long time ago. We don't want to pressurise you, you
are not under pressure to remember the dates, we are just interested in the details. The day is not very important to us,
the most important thing is we want to know how did you get the clue about the disappearance of your child which led
you to resume the search? I think we have documents that can help us if we want dates.

MRS MTIMKHULU: Thank you sir. We got the clue from the newspapers, I think it was in February in 1990. There
was an extensive coverage in the newspapers and Dirk Coetzee is the person who is alleged to have given information to



the journalists. He mentioned my son's disappearance and Siswe Xondile, he mentioned them as one of the highlights of
their extensive disruptions, mentioning that they had killed Xondile and my son.

That is the only clue that led us to try and search
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again for our son. Most of the things that took place thereafter, were related to the information that we received and read
from the papers.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is the report in the papers, the report that was also contained in the Harms Commission?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is the information received from Dirk Coetzee, who - do you think should appear?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Commissioner, I would like to mention that I was very glad when I heard that he was going to
appear in this hearings. I was glad because I was not going to say things that I am not sure about.

I wouldn't be talking about something which I said it is the allegation on the papers, I was glad that he was going to say
it personally and inform us that he is the person who gave that information.

I was very hurt that I learnt that he is not here, I still want him to appear. To me it won't be proper to say the
Commission has done its work unless Dirk Coetzee can come forward. I am worried because even in East London I was
prohibited from giving evidence because of Van Rensburg and Du Preez, because they are the people who gave the
information that the poison was sent by him to them.

Dirk knows a lot about the poisoning. I would really like him to be subpoenaed so that he can come and give evidence.

MR NTSEBEZA: In other words if I can get clarification, do you want the Commission to try their best, even if there
are any interdicts, the Commission should fight that they should bring him along?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes. I would like to say I was worried when
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Mr Bangani yesterday told me that Dirk won't be here. I thought that yesterday when I met Bangani, would inform me
that Dirk would be here. I am certain that most of the people who are here today, was certain that they were going to see
this hefty person who was going to appear today.

MR NTSEBEZA: I would like to promise you that the day will

come one day, the promise might be fulfilled. Would you like the Doctor who gave you the findings about the
poisoning, would you like him to appear before the Commission?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, Professor Ames is the person who is important to this evidence.

MR NTSEBEZA: What would you like the Commission to assist you with?



MRS MTIMKHULU: Excuse me Commissioner, I have just a little point that I would like to mention. It has just come
to my mind that Siphiwo at the time when he was taken to the sea by those men that I had already mentioned, he
mentioned that there were things which were put on him, either on the hands, the fingers or the toes.

Apparently they would press a button somewhere, but he would feel that there were waves, shock waves which were
going through his body. I believe it was the electricity shock. That type of torture is one of the most important things
that he used to mention as one of the ways to torture him.

I'd like the Commission to know also about that type of torture that he experienced. Again, I'd like to mention the fact
that I've already informed this house that I knew that Siphiwo went to Livingstone Hospital and that is the time that I
can say it is the last time that I saw him.
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But I can mention the fact that it didn't end there. There was a rumour that he was also here in New Brighton. He went
to Lulu Johnson's place. Topsy Madaka also knows, he also went to Pinky's place, Pinky Nqanono at Masangwana. He
met Themba Mangqase.

I think it is the day when he went out of Livingstone

Hospital, he went to Lulu, Themba Mangqase, Tango. I think I would say much about them, because they are here, I
think they are the people who are going to give us details of what happened. I just wanted to highlight also this because
so many things happened and I might be muddling up some of the things, but I am certain about the fact that when he
left the hospital these people that I've already mentioned, were also involved.

If I've left something out, I'd request the Commission to call Zukizwa, because I don't want to leave anything out. Have I
finished everything, have I said everything, Zukizwa?

Yes? Commissioner I'd like to request and make this appeal - I can say he was a bit naughty because he bore children
before he could reach that stage, he was still very young at the time.

That is why I say he had no right, he was not yet ready for that, that is why I say he was naughty. Those children are
here amongst us. I always sympathise with them when I see them, Alotha and Skomboza are those children. He left
them whilst they were very young. You said I must speak the truth so I am trying to do so.

Siphiwo never contributed anything towards their maintenance, because when he got his first child, he was already
exposed to the police and subjected to their harassment.
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With the second child he had already been poisoned. This poison was always mentioned by Nieuwoudt when he was
threatening the others like he would say we will torture you and do as we have done with Siphiwo. Those children are
amongst us here, they struggle to make ends meet. I can say their mothers are now married.

I can say he had a very beautiful hand because each girlfriend used to get married when she had treated him.

MR NTSEBEZA: Order please.



MRS MTIMKHULU: Commission I'd like to say, honourable Commission, if you have a partner and then you had a
relationship and then that lady gets married, it would be said the gentleman's hand is very comfortable and proper
because it was regarded as luck to get married.

I am worried because those children are now struggling. The son is staying with the grandparents in Cape Town, he is
working as a domestic worker, he is still staying with the mother. He is still working as a domestic parent, the
grandmother is the sole breadwinner and is looking after this child.

I am also unemployed, we would just like to thank God for our survival. The second one is doing standard 10, Alotha.
She is staying with her mother and the mother is now married, but she is still looking after her child.

Skomboza is maintained by the grandmother and also his mother. We do not know what is going to happen to them
because they might be exposed to insults because they have attended their father's hearing. I am very glad to see these
people. We don't have much to do now, we will die tomorrow, that is why we request that some assistance should be
given to those children.
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I am sure if Siphiwo was alive, he could have done his bit. (tape starts) ... I am certain that he used to like education. I
know he was involved in the struggle, he even died for it, he never turned his back. Although there are some people who
are liers, he was never a liar.

I am apologising to my church. The people of today

would take oaths and promise to do things, but they never fulfil the promises. I might be regarded as one of those
people, but I still say I would like the children to be assisted.

I am unable to state any amount of money that I can say I would like to have about Siphiwo's disappearance or death, no
price can pay for his death.

But I would request that because the Commission, it is said to be the Truth Commission, I'd like it to assist us. Dumisa,
we know that you have experience with the struggle. I've heard a lot about you. As it has been said that this is the Truth
Commission, I wouldn't say anything to the Commission to say that I would like them to do this for me, probably they
may not meet my demands.

Because there were people who were able to send interdicts to prevent us from giving evidence. As we are here today I
would like to say to you, you are the people who would use your discretion to look after all those who have been
orphaned, those who have been widowed and those who have lost their children.

I would like to say to you there is no price that we can say that it would pay for the loss of our loved ones. The last thing
I would like to say is Dirk Coetzee and Mamasela who are both perpetrators and evils, if they can just show us the bones
of my child I would be grateful.
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Where did they leave the bones of my child? Where did they take him from Port Elizabeth, who handed him over to
them? Where did they take him to? What did they do to him? How? I hope you are writing what I am saying, because I



want it to be scribbled as I am saying it. Is it being written?

MR NTSEBEZA: Yes, it is.

MRS MTIMKHULU: Is it what you are writing now?

MR NTSEBEZA Yes, it is what I am writing now.

MRS MTIMKHULU: All right. I'd like to speak directly to you then. I'd like what I have said to be stated as I have
mentioned. Who handed him over to them, what did they do to him, and where did they leave him?

Because I could realise that they were so cruel and mean and scrupulous that they shot him, they were not satisfied they
poisoned him, they were not satisfied again, they didn't get satisfied Archbishop, about the poisoning.

Although they have already killed him, physically and mentally, they have done a lot to my child. They were so mean,
but I would like them Mamasela or Dirk or whoever, Nieuwoudt and all his team, I don't know because now he is a
prisoner, I'd like them to bring Siphiwo's remains, or they can just go and direct me to where they have buried his bones.

I nearly buried his hair, I thought I would make a burial of my son through the hair. I tried to do something as a
ceremony, but this didn't succeed very well because I didn't know what I was doing.

I just wanted to make a memorial to show that I was mourning for my child. There are reverends like Daduxia and the
others who graced the occasion. I was just about to
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bury my sons' hair, but by God's will I didn't, as if I knew that I would be here today.

I think I have said enough.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you very much, Mama. We would like to find out - are you still ready for the questions or do
you think that we should try? Any way we are looking into the matter. Mama, we would like to get the evidence and the
testimony of the others so that we can handle the questions on everybody as said, what you would like to hear.

We will call Mbuyiselo Madaka to the stand. Mr Madaka, we are going to ask questions from you now. Fortunately you
were here, you heard what Mrs Mtimkhulu said. We would like you to tell us about yourself, who you are and what you
know about this issue, how you can help us to get an idea of what happened to him. I leave it to you.

MR MADAKA: Mr Ntsebeza, I would like to answer your questions very clearly. I have a problem though, my problem
is that I may not be able to help you because people who were there at the time, my parents, if they were here, they
would give a better description.

Because I wasn't here when this happened. People here say we were refugees, I hate the word refugee, but that is a fact,
I wasn't here at the time. My information about that disappearance is very scant. Unfortunately also Topsy's son is here,
his name is Amadla Gawethu, but he prefers to be called Gawethu.

If he could help, but unfortunate for him he was still very young at that time, he didn't understand clearly what was
happening. As far as I am concerned, I am in the dark, completely. I hope though that my comrades here who were
friends of Topsy at the time, will clear things for us to
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the extend that they know and the request that Mrs Mtimkhulu has made that Dirk Coetzee should come and testify, that
would also help to me, because my younger brother's son is looking to me as an uncle. He hopes that I may have better
information.

I am glad the information is here because it will help him as well so that this thing is clarified. The little that I know is
what I read from the newspapers. I was at the campus at the time, this was 1983, if I am not mistaken. I was studying.

I was, it was 1983. I was reading about the disappearance of Siphiwo and Topsy and a newspaper called Newsbriefing.
In my opinion at the time, because I was at the camp, I thought maybe the thing got so hot for them that they decided to
leave the country. I know that from my own experience, because it was too hot for me and then I jumped the country.
And then after some time, I wasn't thinking about this. Chris Hani came to our camp.

And I went to Chris and I said Chris, what do you know about these young boys because I read that they are no more in
South Africa and Chris answered no, I don't know much. There is no report that I have in Lesotho, if they had gone to
Lesotho I would have got an report.

But I know that, because I once saw them. They used to come, this time they haven't come, but we will also investigate
if they are somewhere or if they are not anywhere to be seen, we will let you know.

That is as far as I know. There is nothing else that I know about their disappearance, except to get this bit from this one
and another bit from that one. That will then be explained by people who were close to Topsy and we will
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hear it officially.

MR NTSEBEZA: As someone whose brother disappeared, I am sure you do have some views that you could, some
wishes which you would request us to meet.

MR MADAKA: I don't like to dream. I am not a dreamer, I've dreamt a lot and that humbled me. Maybe I will express
my wishes and they turn out to be complexed issues for the Commission to effect. In my opinion I would like the
Commission to state what they are able to do and what they are unable to do, then we will grab that as our hope so that
if that doesn't happen, then we'll say well, at least they have tried.

I don't want to say this is my wish, because that will give me some expectations and then if it doesn't

materialise, I get disappointed. Then I start cursing even the Commission and say the truth they are talking about is
questionable, but I would like the Commission to tell me how much they can do for me, then I'll hold onto that.

MR NTSEBEZA: That's a bit difficult, that is a bit difficult, that is why we say what we can do is something that is
within our ability, but we would like to hear what people wish for. As I say, you've just said that you don't want to
dream, but there are certain things. Sometimes miracles do happen.

You may say something that is just a dream and then you'll find it materialise. We would just like to know, if you had
your way, what would you wish to happen because we will use that as a point of departure and then we see if that can be
effected, because even from this case there are certain things that were brought up.

The Bishop will come back to those - just tell us what
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you would wish for. Even if you repeat those that you mentioned in the statement, we've got those, just for the public to
know that you have this particular wish.

MR MADAKA: I'm thinking you know, prison service, because I was hoping you would say we would do this and this
and this, now you are saying you clarify your position.

I said earlier I don't want to be a dreamer, but I'll express those wishes, but they are not very different from those
expressed by Mrs Mtimkhulu, but they will sound as if they are not coming from me as such. That is why I say I don't
want to be a dreamer.

I associate myself with what Mrs Mtimkhulu said about Siphiwo's case. I've also mentioned that Topsy also had a child,
it is somewhere at school, I don't know what class he is doing. It is one of the NT something and his mother is here. She
wishes that her son could proceed with his education like everyone else, however, everyone has a problem.

I also have a problem. She also has other kids that need help and as far as I'm concerned, I can only help by advice as a
father.

I do not have the ability to help financially, because I can describe myself just as a victim of sorrow. A victim of sorrow
is those people who used to be involved in the struggle and they would reminiscence about those days and then they said
oh, friend, do you remember those days when we were in detention, then I say, okay let's buy him a beer.

There is no door at which I knock at the morning and say I can do that, I could do that, I hope that if my brother's son
could be help educationally, we would be very happy.
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The other point I would like to raise is that there is this issue of the car that has been mentioned. This car is always
mentioned and it is as if my uncle and Gawetu's mother, they tried to look for this car. They went to Westbank, and
Westbank asked them to go and fetch it and there were problems there again. They couldn't get it.

They tried insurance companies to help, but there were problems there about his insurances, they couldn't say anything
about someone who didn't have a death certificate.

And so it ended up like that, so if a death certificate can come maybe that will release the pressure and the attempts to
get the car, maybe we can succeed. Because Gawetu might feel that he has been cheated, has been taken advantage of
because of his father's death.

As far as the bones are concerned, we would like to have them. We would like to have those remains and have a funeral
ceremony, because there is something that I always say at home, I don't like the word disappearance. I don't like it at all,
because if we were to accept that, then we would never get the remains.

There is no one that will turn into some air, that is a myth, you can't even tell the children that someone has turned into
some air, we need those remains. I believe that the people who did what they did to them, know where the bones are.

So it is very nice that we have people like Dirk Coetzee and those are the people who can give us a direction in this



connection. Maybe the Commission in that regard can also help and then DNA tests maybe could be done on the bones,
because we wouldn't like to have bones that are said to be our relatives bones, only to find that it is someone
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else's bones.

It would be very helpful if a DNA test could be done, that is all I would like to say at this moment.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you. I just want to say without wasting time, I would like us to call Monde to testify and tell us
about this young man, his activities within COSAS.

MR MDITSHWA: I'd like to greet you all first of all, the Archbishop and the Commission and Presiding Officer,
comrades, PE community, my aunt and my uncle. The task I've been given may not be performed very well, especially
talking after my aunt and Mbuyiselo, for the way they spoke and the way the spoke the language, Xhosa.

My task is a collective one. The views that are going to be expressed here, are those of the collective that worked with
Siphiwo from 1977. The collective have given me enough, have given me the scope to speak as much as I can, because I
worked with Siphiwo since 1977 to 1985.

Some of this I will express in English because this document has been prepared in English. I'll try where I can to explain
some of the points in Xhosa, so that everyone can understand.

This part of the presentation seeks to paint a broader picture of the human rights violations of the security branch in Port
Elizabeth from 1977 to 1985.

As an attempt to achieve this objective, we shall prefer this by pressing Siphiwo Mtimkhulu's contribution and link it up
with the general experiences of COSAS activists.

I'd like to add here, when I explain here we agreed that I should put this paper aside and explain that when we talk about
Siphiwo and the comrades with whom he worked and things that were happening in Pedi at that time, I should
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also explain Topsy Madaka's role, because you may not hear his name being mentioned in the statement.

I can say immediately that the main reason is that most part of this statement focuses on the people who were in

COSAS in the Executive and other organisation with which COSAS were. The way in which we worked with comrade
Topsy Madaka, I would just like to say at the outset, that as his elder brother said, as Mbuyo said in the struggle, he was
very cooperative.

Topsy, we knew through Mbuyo Madaka who is the person we used to work with and we got used to Topsy because we
used to hold our meetings at his home and he would help us with things like transport from time to time wherever there
was some help we needed for transport, he would help us as Mrs Mtimkhulu has explained.

He was always there. Comrade Topsy was always helping the comrades. I'll go on.



In 1977 when he joined the South African Students' Movement, SASM at Xhozakile High School, in the same year
Steve Biko died and Siphiwo was amongst the students and the youth who attended his funeral.

He was later one of the students who swelled the ranks of the PE Students' Representative Council, which was formed
after SASM was banned.

His first brush with the security police was when he was detained with his fellow 477 students at the St Stevens' Hall in
Gratin, New Brighton.

With the exception of two, they were all acquitted. I think it is very important to explain that to give a background to
this detention of 477 students. Ten student activists were detained and held at Algoa Park police
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station and a number of other activists were held also under Section 10, held in Grahamstown prison.

And these students were demanding that their leaders be released immediately. Now when this did not happen a meeting
was held at the St Stevens' Hall and all the students were detained.

Now when they were brought to Algoa Park police station where they were held in fact in front of our cells. They were
held there overnight, they sang - for us, there were 10 of us held in this one particular cell - and these comrades
entertained us overnight.

The police would come from time to time using a hausepipe, they would use a hausepipe to whip them, haling abuses
from time to time, because this 477 comes up from time to time. They came up in another statement, I think it needs to
be explained at bit further.

Now after we were released after five months from Section 10, we continued with our activities with Siphiwo and his
comrades. In 1978 when the late Robert Suboko passed away, he was one of the activists who organised busses to
Graaff Reinet to attend the funeral.

Later that very year, a trial which was initially held in Port Elizabeth was transferred to Humansdorp. This was referred
as a state versus Mialeza and others which is the first ANC post-trial in the Eastern Cape.

Now this trial received a lot of publicity and Siphiwo together with his comrades, assisted those families for over 11
months, helping, giving those families support, organising transport when in fact the special branch decided to move the
trial from Port Elizabeth to Humansdorp.

So the families could obviously not afford to pay for
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transport costs and other necessary costs, so means were made and these comrades played a very important role to make
sure that those families were ferried between Port Elizabeth and Humansdorp whenever necessary.

Together with his two comrades, Monde Mditshwa and Busim Matinga, Siphiwo was detained and subsequently
charged with wearing a SASO T-shirt and was convicted. This was mentioned in aunty's statement. We may also point
out that SASO was a banned organisation at that time.



On the day of the aforesaid arrest it was the same Presiding Officer at the Ngeleza case, that is the Magistrate Mr PP
Loodts, who ordered that uniform policemen to effect the arrest. A certain lieutenant Wilkens who was accompanied
Mahote. Mahote was a special branch who accompanied lieutenant Wilkens were despatched to Humansdorp to detain
the aforementioned comrades.

They were later held separately at Kabeka police station, the (indistinct) and Walmer police station. I was also, as I've
mentioned earlier on, we wanted also to draw the attention of this Commission and to also tell this house that for
instance the mentioning of this Magistrate Mr PP Loodts who was supposed to be a senior Magistrate that time, between
1977 and 1985, most of the trials were presided by this Magistrate.

He was known for being cruel, he was known for being very insensitive. He was known for dismissing defence
witnesses as liers from time to time. Some of the comrades who are sitting here as well as mentioned, Siphiwo himself
appeared before this Magistrate twice. I also had an opportunity to meet this Magistrate twice.

(Tape starts) ... PP Loodts was walking passed and he
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decided that we were laughing at him, he stopped. And in the process of looking at us, he saw Siphiwo's T-shirt and
immediately called the police, the uniform police and he asked them to arrest Siphiwo immediately.

When we intervened and wanted to find out what was happening, why was Siphiwo being arrested, under what law, we
demanded to know, and PP Loodts also demanded that we be arrested because we were interfering with the course of
justice or law.

So we were detained together with Siphiwo. His name will come up a number of times, when a number of comrades
were arrested or sentenced. So I was asked to mention this point because a number of cases, a number of convictions
that took place in Mr PP Loodts' court, perhaps some of them may need to be examined.

The fact that cases from time to time, if this Magistrate wasn't around, they would make sure the special branch would
ask for a postponement, making sure that PP Loodts is back.

And most cases I don't remember in fact the comrade who was acquitted in PP Loodts case, and in most cases people
were given the severest sentences. During the same year Siphiwo was found in possession of a inauguration speech
prepared by the late Robert Sobukwe and was convicted.

Because of his strong character, he protected the friend from whom he had obtained the speech and sacrificed until the
bitter end. And because he was under age that time, Siphiwo was convicted but he was given lashes.

But this is the character of a comrade of Siphiwo's calibre, when in fact perhaps another person would have revealed to
the special branch because the exerted a lot of
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pressure on Siphiwo to tell them where did he get the speech.

And he got the speech from one of our comrades, Vusi Matingqa. Siphiwo owned that statement and he said it was his



and he didn't say, he didn't mention that he got the statement from Vusi Matingqa.

COSAS played an active role in the formation of other organisations, helped for instance towards the formation of
PEWU, that is the Port Elizabeth Women's Organisation, it also helped in the development, in the formation of Unions
like MAKUSA, PESCO. COSAS was also involved in activities and was also taking interest in those.

This was (indistinct) and found an expression in a theme building a relationship between Siphiwo and some workers.
Now this time we will remember that during 1979, 1980 it was here in Port Elizabeth that for the first time the alliance
between students, workers and civic organisations was established. This spread to other parts of the country.

In fact this bore fruit and we will see later on how this alliance between students, whenever for instance there were
boycotts, remember the boycotts, there was a meat boycott at one time, Wilson boycott, Fatti's and Monis boycott, the
students were there at all times. They were supporting the workers and visa versa.

And whenever students had problems, the workers were there to support them from time to time. Relations with the
(indistinct) which was headed by the likes of reverent Phillip Phemba, reverent Haja, reverent Soqa and reverent Paqa,
who were very helpful and assisting COSAS whenever necessary or whenever COSAS approached these reverends that
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I've mentioned, would for instance open their doors from time to time.

People are aware, sitting in this hall, that during those times the pressure that we were getting from the special branch,
the harassment, it was very difficult at times to get halls whenever students wanted to meet or the community wanted to
meet. And this kind of reverends would make their churches accessible to COSAS.

The formation of COSAS posed a serious threat to the State, hence a systematic harassment and repression that was to
follow throughout its history.

The State was convinced that COSAS was the brainchild of the ANC. During the 1980 students' boycott, students
decided to form a new students' body, which was named the PE Students' Committee, that is PESCO.

This was necessary as stated by the fact that COSAS was already under the constant eye of the security police and was
seen as a hawk. PESCO was specifically formed to spearhead the boycott until students scants demands were met.

A new leadership emerged. This strategy did not work because the security police alleged that the old COSAS members
were hiding behind PESCO to further their aims.

As the part of the onslaught by the State, there was a deployment of a senior police officer, one Colonel Gerrit Erasmus.
Now I think it is important to mention that in 1979 when the then Colonel Goosen who used to be heading this region,
was transferred to Pretoria, he was replaced by one Colonel Gerrit Erasmus from Pretoria.

Now the reason that we're mentioning that is the tactics and the intensity of repression increased. We saw
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a different means that were used, that were employed by the special branch towards the various organisations that were
working in Port Elizabeth.



More vicious but somehow tactful methods were devised and employed to suppress any political activity. The security
police started to frame activists. For instance planting dagga on activists. Planting of bullets and ammunition on houses
of activists.

And they would claim that they were found there. In fact in my case, when my home was raided by the same
Nieuwoudt, Roelofse, Tungata and them, they planted bullets in the house, they ransacked the house, they tore the
ceiling, they tore the floor, they brought in dogs under the pretence that they were told that there were ammunition in the
house.

Later on it became clear that this were planted and the charges after appearing twice in court, the charges were
withdrawn. Now similar tactics were used by the special branch during that era.

I think it is also important to mention that during that time comrades we were working with who were senior to us, who
would from time to time give us guidance and advice also (indistinct) The same situation, now I am referring to - we
used to call him comrade H, comrade Dashe and comrade Mopspighane and these are the comrades who helped the
political development at that time.

These are the comrades we used to go to whenever we had problems, whenever we needed advice from time to time. Or
if you didn't have bus fare, these comrades would be there ready to assist or explain for instance explain, give an
analysis of what was happening at that time in Port
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Elizabeth and in South Africa as a whole.

In 1980 there was a swoop of students' leadership who were removed and locked away in Benoni and Broederstroom.
The idea was to try and kill the student boycott and also to demoralize and divide the student body. Siphiwo happened
to be amongst those who were left behind.

They continued to press for inter alia the release of detained colleagues and the recognition of SRC structures in
schools. The students' struggles bore fruit in that the State had to give in by releasing the detained students and SRC's
were recognised at schools.

In 1981 COSAS planned an anti-Republic campaign. This entailed a three day stay away. A rendezvous which was held
at this very venue, the (indistinct) hall, the public burning the SA old flag, public walls were painted with graffiti and
other sporadic activities ensued.

Mr Chairman the comrades request that I should read this in Xhosa, but unfortunately it is written in English, but I'll try
to do it in Xhosa.

MR NTSEBEZA: Could you please keep quiet. Could you please keep quiet, people please. I just want to make your
request, as far as I am concerned, I think what you should do is just put aside this paper, because you wrote this with
your comrades, you know what is written there.

You are not in court here. Order. I just want to suggest that you are not in court here, you shouldn't worry about that if
you miss the dates, you mix the dates, we are not interested in that, we just want the gist of what you are explaining.
Just, or give this piece of paper to Lulu and then continue as you remember this and summarise it in Xhosa as you
remember it.
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MR MDITSHWA: Thank you Chairperson. I am glad the comrades have made the suggestion. I also believe that this
democracy in this and people want it to be given in Xhosa. As I've explained Chairperson in 1981 it is important that I
should explain that around 1981 because the Chairperson asked from my aunt here about the 31st of May 1981 - the day
Siphiwo was shot at.

On the 31st of May 1981 the Boers - it was clear that the Boers were very cross because there were pamphlets that were
distributed very early on the morning of that day - 31st of May 1981 and that time the Boers were celebrating the so-
called Republic Day. It was the 20th anniversary of - and the pamphlets were distributed, the ANC pamphlets were
distributed early in the morning calling for a stay away which we've already mentioned.

And the Boers then unfortunately one of our comrades who was distributing pamphlets with us was arrested and then
the Boers Nieuwoudt, Tungata and Roelofse and Wilkins and others, they raided homes of the comrades who were
involved trying to check where we were. And the slogans were filling all the walls in PE calling for the stay away.

That night it was clear because they left similar messages in different places that if our parents do not hand us over to
get us and hand over to the police wherever the police meet us, they would shoot us.

Now when we look back we're looking at what's happening at this time, it was clear for the comrades that there was
some truth because the way they worked was very ruthless and comrades organised that comrade Siphiwo and Vusi
Matigqiwa and myself should be taken away and away from PE so that we could go to live in Johannesburg for a while,
but what

PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

48 M MDITSHWA

happened unfortunately where we were hiding, the three of us, Siphiwo that night he had a pair of boots which he had
kept with another comrade, so he wanted these boots because he said it would be cold in Johannesburg, so he went with
Vusi Matigqiwa and another comrade Mondi Spaya and we waited for them anxiously because things were bad.

Special branch were filling the place, there was a kombi which was called Fleetline which would be filled with Special
branch people. It was all over the place and we decided we shouldn't go out, but when these comrades didn't come back
until eleven, we started being anxious and apprehensive and this comrades Vusi Matigqiwa and Mondi Spaya came
back and said comrades, things are bad.

Siphiwo has been shot at, Siphiwo has been shot at the square, at the Njole square and so we went out to look for
Siphiwo at Njole square. And we looked for Siphiwo, looked for Siphiwo and we couldn't get him and we asked in the
neighbouring houses and they said no, no one had seen Siphiwo.

And we heard the following morning that they did hear some shots and they saw him being chased by the police and
then he was arrested. I think it is important that I should explain what happened in 1981, because that is the day I left
PE.

I think it is also important that we explain because it is clear that in many things the name that always comes out is the
name of Nieuwoudt and the other Boers. For instance Nieuwoudt between 1977 in the Boer Special branch, Nieuwoudt
was in the lower ranks of the Special branch. If you know how the Special branch works - most of the Blacks are
Constables and the first ranks amongst the Boers would be
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that of a Sergeant and Nieuwoudt was at that rank. He was working under a lieutenant named Roelofse.

And there were some who were there superiors like Du Plessis and others, Hattingh and so on and so on. But we should
explain it is clear that Nieuwoudt was not alone, he was not the only dog at Sanlam who was hitting people and torturing
people, there were big brains behind like Roelofse who was the think tank who planned interrogations, but when the
time came for hitting people, then Nieuwoudt would appear because he was stupid.

He was very stupid. Nieuwoudt was stupid, but we want to raise this because Nieuwoudt was not alone, there were
brains behind him.

As I've explained even the tactics that they used - the other comrades will fill up on this as well.

MR NTSEBEZA: I want to remind you, let's not spoil the day. I said the other day when we were talking, let's not make
this a rally, let's not turn this into a rally. Let's not spoil but we want to have a dignified ceremony here. Something that
is very dignified and I accept that there are times when we just feel like clapping, but let's do it in a careful way so that
we don't spoil the proceedings. I don't want this to degenerate into undignified, please. Thank you.

DR BORAINE: You have not yet been sworn in.

LULU JOHNSON: (sworn states)

REVD TUTU: Before I start Lulu, I just want to ask you to be brief. Just wrap up the statement given by Monde,
because we still have two more people. We're hoping we will be finished with you by lunch time. We must call Lulama
to testify, that is (indistinct) and then lastly Tango Lamani,
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so I appeal to you to be very brief so that at least by the time we go for lunch if we could be through with your
statement.

MR JOHNSON: Thank you Chairperson and to the members of the Commission, to our mothers here.

MR NTSEBEZA: Lulu, if you have given me a statement ...

MR JOHNSON: Between 1982 and 1982 COSAS found itself reviving itself into an organisation which would take care
of the students activities and Siphiwo was part of that process. In the promotion of the development of the organisation
because at that time because of the conditions of oppression at the time, it was an organisation that people did not want
to associate with.

People who should have been members of that students, therefore. Under those conditions, in spite that the Boers did
not forget about the objectives of COSAS and what its strategies were, so it became clear that the students whose
leaders were leaders like Andile, were arrested.

Now we mention people who were responsible for arresting them. Those police people like Nieuwoudt, Magqeti,
Bobele, Tungata, the Boers at the time brought up some charges against those 14 comrades.

To make the case strong, Nieuwoudt tried to run around and cooked up some statements which accused - alleging that
some comrades would testify on the side of the police. People like Mntwung who were subpoenaed to appear in court,



but they refused to. We will remember that they were (indistinct) and Twaungu, because they refused to testify they
were arrested.

In October people were public - the leaders of COSAS were arrested under Section 21, which was under the Internal
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Security Act, that's when a lot of leaders, comrades in COSAS were interrogated and the police who were involved were
Tungata, Mtsitsi, Du Plessis, Van Wyk, Bezuidenhoudt, Hattingh, Mene, Faku, Gododuka, Nieuwoudt, Roelofse,
Nodenis.

After six months then came the charges from arson, damaged property to buildings and possibly taking people and these
were the charges that were laid against these comrades.

They were released in 1985 after some time. I am just trying to say briefly comrades, to paint, to draw the picture of the
conditions of those times. Conditions that - in which Siphiwo were contributing in the struggle for liberation. This
condition continued of COSAS being harassed.

It was intensifying and it was clear that there was a systematic planning - mostly someone, a gentlemen Mr Ebenezer,
they came with some plans, very well planned, strategies to destroy COSAS. Amongst the victims there was Lulu
Johnson, who was president of COSAS at the time, Monopadela who was a journalist, he was also an activist at the
time. Xovisa Vapi was a COSAS activist and Mrs Ivan Xina, who was a member of the Port Elizabeth organisation.

In 1985 COSAS of which Siphiwo was still a member and working, this was banned. COSAS was banned because of its
activities. Under those conditions it became clear that the banning of COSAS did not silence the comrades because the
comrades organised a boycott. The Minister of Law and Order, Louis Le Grange, through newspapers and television he
banned that protest march and at that time if you remember correctly, here in New Brighton all entries to New Brighton
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and exists were closed, completely closed with barbed wire.

And police were all over and this led to the intensification of harassment of COSAS and this all came to a point where
the 14th of April, because it took another 10 since 1982 that COSAS officially declared that day as the day of Mtimkulu,
a day which was adopted by COSAS and after some time it became clear that this was not really acted upon, but this
was the decision that was taken.

In conclusion Chairperson, maybe also another point that may invite questions, we tried to draw a picture of how we as
comrades who were members of COSAS and comrades who are members of COSAS now, we want to make a plea to
the TRC that these characteristics, these points should be taken into consideration. They should be addressed and
investigated.

(tape starts) ... the return of the property of COSAS which was taken by the Boers must be returned to the rightful
owners, COSAS. Secondly investigation should be embarked upon with regard to the killing, the mysterious killing of
people who were members of COSAS.

And if we can set right from Siphiwo and Topsy Madaga we will mention Xolani Wonci who was shot at by a
policeman called, who is still called Sergeant Baceqazi Tungata, he was killed. Tungata today whom we still know is



still an employee of the South African Police Service at Kabega Park police station.

Secondly the fall of Lungile Tabalaza from the fourth floor of Sanlam which led to his death, which was the
circumstances his death which to us are mysterious, should be investigated. We know how far the case went, it didn't go
any far, that is the case of Lungile Tabalaza.
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Furthermore Xolile Maneli who was placed in Port Alfred under very mysterious conditions. We discovered after some
time that he had died, and we buried him. Furthermore comrade Mzwandile, whose surname we can't remember who
used to live at Madala, New Brighton, who after he was sentenced to two years and six months (indistinct) it was
reported by the police, after six months it was reported by the police that he had committed suicide.

There should be an investigation as to what happened to Mzwandile, because many comrades know him, that there was
just a few of us who were trying to gather all this information without going deep into what his surname is, but the
surname is known.

Malawu Nqokwana who also was residing at Qamlana, who disappeared mysteriously in 1978. Comrade Mobs Gqirana
who also disappeared mysteriously towards the end of 1982. We as people who were members of COSAS and together
with the present members of COSAS - we have a request that many students at Phakamisa secondary school were killed
by the Tungata's, Stanford's, Mene was there, (indistinct) was there, Faku was there, Codoka was there, Matsitsi was
there also.

Two of these policemen, Tungata and Mene were sentenced to seven years and twelve respectively, yet in spite that it
didn't take long before they were seen in the streets as free men although they were sentenced to seven and twelve years
respectively.

The Truth Commission is being requested to investigate for us and give us a guide as to how far this can be taken at the
end of the day.

Finally we will request that all the other families who PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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lost their loved ones under mysterious circumstances should come forward and give their views and whatever they know
to the Truth Commission. They should go to the Itamaza office (indistinct), that is the conclusion of my statement, thank
you.

REVD TUTU: Order please, order. We are going to take a lunch break and hope that very soon after the lunch break we
will be able to conclude this special hearing. The other people do not understand when they are requested to do
something.

Are there no policemen at the door? Nobody should go out please. Again, mostly it is - there are two or three people
who want to spoil this. I am still requesting you and I am appealing to you that you should please behave yourselves.

Could you please abide by the request. What we are handling now as ordered by the President of this country and we
need to do our work under the proper conditions. We know that this is a big crowd and we know the same magnitude of
people was highly affected and deeply affected by what happened previously when this case had not been handled.

MR NTSEBEZA: I might be having shortcomings, but we are here now to continue with the presentation. I would like



you to give us details. Could you please switch on the microphone. We would like to know during the period when you
were arrested, and when you were arrested you were arrested at the same time when Siphiwo was arrested.

As I understand here you can see that you have been going in and out the prison, you also have your own account to
give us information, but today we would like to mention that there are things that can give us some guidance.
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Especially in relation to Siphiwo's arrest.

MR BANGANI: May I start now?

MR NTSEBEZA: Yes.

MR BANGANI: I'd like to start from the period when we were arrested with Siphiwo. I was arrested in May 1981. I was
in the bus, it was in 1981, I was from Algoa.

I think the Whites didn't know who was the person that they were looking for. There was a pamphlet which was
distributed, it was from the ANC organisation. They got into the bus, the police that is and then they tried to identify the
people. I understand they didn't know me so as they were looking through, they were see that they couldn't identify me,
so we all had to alight from the bus and then we were ordered to write our names.

So I gave them incorrect particulars so that they could not identify me. The other thing is that I was protecting myself
from being arrested and they wanted to go and search. I had already started giving my particulars. They were confused
about the addresses which were written there and they felt that everybody should be arrested so that they could get the
truth. That is where the whole commotion started.

There was a person amongst us who said he cannot be arrested for nothing, he is going to identify the person that he
knows that the police is looking for. He was instructed to identify this person. He pointed me out.

Then I just laughed, because I knew that the game is over. Roelofse and Nieuwoudt came to me and they were angry
that I was playing hide and seek. Du Plessis came in later, he had a lot of pamphlets in a plastic bag and said I must take
one of the parcels. I just said I won't do that
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because I don't know anything about those.

One of the people who was already arrested was now released because they were happy that they now have at last
identified me. Then we were all taken according to Du Plessis' orders to Sanlam.

I forgotten the name of the person to whom I had been handed over but it was a dark person and a Black person. He said
Bangani, I am now afraid of you. What have you gotten yourself into? After a short period of time the White personnel
came in and they said I must do some exercises.

After that I was taken into one room where there was a canvas on the floor and some ropes hanging on both sides of the
room.



I refused to lay down as they instructed me. Nieuwoudt and the others struggled to take me and force me to lay down.
They grabbed me and they overpowered me. Thereafter they put electric wires through me and then I was given electric
shocks. I was forced to admit that I know these pamphlets.

I kept on denying anything about them. Du Plessis asked me one question, he said is there anybody who knows you? I
said yes, a lot of people know me because my sister was also amongst them in that bus. He said damn it, so I could
realise that something was wrong.

This is not what he wanted to hear. After a few days I was informed that Siphiwo had been arrested and was also shot.
They also said he had died and then they said before he died he said there were two boxes which were in my room and
then I said, okay if the person is going to die, he says anything so I cannot deny that he could have said so.

I was taken to Kirkwood and then I was covered with a
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plastic. At a later stage I was taken away from the cells, I was being tortured several times, but I could hear that there
was the sound of bottles, apparently they were enjoying themselves, taking some drinks.

After some time they would come back to me. The most important issue that I want to tell you about is that I am here to
explain what happened to Siphiwo. I am still going to tell you about my story.

They continued torturing me and I was also informed about the others who had been arrested Wayto was amongst them.
They were also uttering threats, stating that we should know that we might die.

At a later stage they said they were going out to fetch Siphiwo. It was not long that I realised that we might have been
recorded. After a short period of time they rushed in. I was taken to another room and there was a big tape recorder as I
had suspected.

They informed us that we were supposed to be released. The only thing that I was certain about was that we were
determined that we will never turn into State witnesses.

We were accommodated in one cell, but after a time I was singled out and put into another cell. After a short period of
time I was taken back to a cell where there were other people. I saw one, two, Siphiwo and Jantolo.

Du Plessis said I am tired of all this now. I won't send you to Robben Island so that you can come back full of tricks, the
only thing that I am going to do is to make sure that you should all be killed and we would make as if you had been
assaulted by the thugs or you would disappear permanently.

I just informed them that you must know that people
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would realise that this is a lie. There is a difference between people who has been killed by the thugs and a person who
has been murdered.

After some time they brought the cameras and then we were ordered to hug these police. It was said we should smile
and hug these policemen. They were going to take photo's. The four of us did that and then he said, I want to release



you.

But you have to have some meals. We lost appetite because we were excited because we were going to be released.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who was this four? Who were the other three that you are talking about, as you say you were four,
who were the others?

MR BANGANI: It Mpumile Jantolo, Wanto Zenzile who was the President of the COSAS and Siphiwo. One Black
policeman was called in, I cannot remember his name. He addressed Siphiwo and asked what did he want. Be asked
what would he like to have and he said he would like to have some chicken, he started inciting and said it was not a
hotel.

He said he would like a special hamburger and pure orange juice. He asked the same question to Jantolo and he ordered
the same, he asked Wanto. Wanto said he wanted curry and rice and pure orange juice and then he asked me and I said I
wanted the same order as Siphiwo.

He said I must state clearly what I wanted. I said I want a special hamburger and some milk. Then he sent one of the
Black policemen, they left us alone and they went to another room.

We were left alone in the passage. The Black man came in and he just peeped through and saw that there was nobody
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else except us and then he went passed and he went to a room where those gentlemen were.

After a few minutes they brought some food and we were ordered to eat quickly because we were about to be released.
And then we were asked what type of a car we would like to ride in. There was another car which belonged to Roelofse
and Nieuwoudt, we said we wanted to be transported in it.

Each one of us could identify the car that he wanted to be taken. I said I don't know, I would like to go in whichever car
but Momberg was ultimately the one who escorted me home. Du Plesses escorted another one.

Roelofse escorted Siphiwo and we all went home.

MR NTSEBEZA: The story that you are giving now is it related to the account which was given by Mrs Mtimkhulu
about the incidents that took place in 1981?

MR BANGANI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Is it the same one in which he was released and then he became ill?

MR BANGANI: Yes.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you have anything to say further than this?

MR BANGANI: No, I don't have anything to say further than this, except that he became ill thereafter.

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you. We are going to call Tango. Tango Lamani who will be the next witness.

Tango, you didn't give me a statement, now you've created a problem for me but as I can see you are going to enlighten
us on the issue of the disappearance just very briefly so that we should move forward.



MR LAMANI: I greet he Commission and the community at all. The day that we are talking about is the day the 14th
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of April. It was in the morning, I was from home in New Brighton.

I left my place and went to Masangwana. Masangwana, there is a house there where we used to meet as COSAS
comrades. It was not the only one, it was one of the houses in the township that we used for our meetings and then
where we used to hang around.

Mrs Claasens, Mrs Tsinq New Brighton would be at sister Pinky's house so I left home and went there. When I got there
I found two or three comrades. Then Topsy came in his car with Siphiwo.

And they asked me to accompany them to the hospital. I said to Siphiwo why don't you go with Topsy because Topsy is
your friend? He has always been taking you there, so what's the problem today? Siphiwo in his answer said because
Topsy is an insurance employee, he is not going to be able to bring him back, but he could just take time off from work
just to take him to the hospital.

He just said that I should get someone to come with me so that some person could help in looking for transport back.
That's how I came to go with them to the hospital. So the three of us went to the Livingstone Hospital and comrade
Topsy dropped us there.

Siphiwo on this day was going for his treatment at the hospital. When comrade Topsy dropped us, we went into the
hospital. Then he met the Doctor, got the treatment, everything that he had to get. When they completed he asked for a
phone from one of the nurses he knew, because he knew some nurses there, because he wanted to phone to arrange for
transport to bring us back.

And the nurses did let him phone, and he phoned. The
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first person that Siphiwo phoned was Mrs Molly Blackburn. At Molly Blackburn we didn't get Mrs Blackburn. The
phone was answered by the helper there and Siphiwo talked himself.

When he couldn't get Mrs Blackburn, he left a message and said they should tell Mrs Blackburn that he phoned. The
second place that we phoned was Chiky Watson's place. The Watson brothers had a clothing shop in town, they were
also friends of Siphiwo. He phoned them for transport, for help with transport.

One of the Watson brothers answered the phone, but there was no transport. He talked to this person and explained, but
they explained that they couldn't help because there was no car available.

So in other places we couldn't get through by phone. On a set time we got through to the Union's office in (indistinct),
which were next door to the COSAS offices and we had a working relationship with this Union at the court chambers.

The answer that we got was that there was transport from town to the township, but comrades we won't be able to come
to (indistinct) and Livingstone, if possible you could try and get something to take you to town and then you'll get
transport to the township.



So Siphiwo and I tried, he was not in a wheelchair, he was using a walking stick, so we went to the gate and the
Livingstone Hospital and then got a lift to town and they dropped us as the Markosa offices. Indeed we got the transport
from Markosa to the township.

It was now afternoon. Siphiwo didn't go home.

MR NTSEBEZA: Do you not remember whose car this was?

MR LAMANI: I can't remember, I can't remember properly
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now, but it was someone who was working, it was one of the comrades who worked at the Markosa offices.

Siphiwo didn't go home to Zwede. We had an arrangement that we would be dropped at New Brighton and go to
Masangwe, because even that same evening there was going to be a meeting in that same house, in this hall which was
organised by community organisation here.

There was going to be a singer from overseas, Milly Jackson who was defying the boycott of South Africa, so there was
a meeting that was organised for people which were going to discuss the boycott of Milly Jackson's show.

We had that arrangement that we would come to this place. Siphiwo didn't go home, so we alighted at the corner of
Masangwana and Fagasi and the car went away.

MR NTSEBEZA: Who is Pinky Mangazeli?

MR BANGANI: Sister Pinky Mangazeli is the owner of the house as I said there were a couple of houses that we were
using as comrades. Pinky Mangazeli had given us this house for us to use for our meetings. She didn't stay there all the
time, but she let us use the house. So when they found the comrades from COSAS and we sat there and talked and
chatted in preparation for the gathering here at St Naro.

In the evening we left Masangwana as a group of comrades, it was six of us, six or five. Lulu was there, Lulu Johnson
was there. Themba Mangqase was there ... (tape starts) we were walking back to Masangwana because that's where we
used to stay.

We went down Chekiza. At the Mbizwena square at Mantunto's shop we went into the shop and bought some food at
Mantunto's shop. We bought bread, brown bread, a brown loaf, some meat and cool drink, a bottle of cool drink.
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As we were buying, Siphiwo said comrades, I am tired of this meat and bread, I would like to get some hot food and
food that I can use with a spoon. We have been taking meat and bread for too long and we said we will take the bread
and then comrade Lulu Johnson, because his home was nearer, said Siphiwo I think it is too late, I think they have
already had their supper at home.

I think we can go to my place and then we can share my plate and so they agreed on that. Lulu - we all agreed on that.
Lulu Johnson would take Siphiwo with him for them to go and share his supper. Towards Gumlana where Lulu and
Siphiwo were going to branch of he said comrade Topsy is coming at Nasangwa. Just tell him I am here at Lulu's place,



he must come and fetch me here. He was not going home all the time.

Themba branched off, went his way, Lulu went home with comrade Siphiwo and I and the other group went to
Mazangwana, we prepared this meeting and ate, it was our supper.

After a while, I can't remember if it was after the meal or if we had already finished, comrade Topsy came looking for
Siphiwo and we explained to him that Siphiwo said you'd get him at Lulu's place and Topsy said he didn't know where
Lulu's home was and requested that one of us go and show him.

The comrades refused to go and show him, so whilst we were discussing who was going to go with Topsy, comrade
Mangqase came and said that Themba should go with Topsy to Lulu's place, because Topsy want to meet Siphiwo.

And so they went. Themba and Topsy on their way to Lulu's home. That's the end of my statement.
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MR NTSEBEZA: In other words you last saw ...

MR BANGANI: That is so. I am sorry, I was a bit late, I am about to retire, you know.

REVD TUTU: Dr Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much for your testimony. Mrs mtimkhulu, I feel humbled and I hope my question
is not going to take you back to the story. At the end of your story you asked your daughter if there was something that
you didn't say and she said you covered everything.

You didn't. There are two, at least two occasions when the police came to your house looking for Siphiwo. On one
occasion they kicked the doors, on another occasion they detained you for a day. I know that your testimony on your son
is very important, but you'd lost over what actually happened to you.

And if you don't mind, could you please tell the Commission what happened to you during this period both physically
and emotionally and what happened to your family?

I also would like to refer to same question to Mr Madaka and to find out ...

MR NTSEBEZA: Can you hear?

MRS MTIMKHULU: Yes, I can.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Madaka, if your parents were, are your parents still alive? I don't know if your parents were
alive during that period, but if they were and if you have the information, it would be important for us to know what
happened during that period of harassment of Topsy. So let's start with Mrs Mtimkhulu.

MRS MTIMKHULU: Could you please repeat the question I didn't get it clearly. Thank you Commissioner. I was
looking at Mr Madaka, but I've heard your question. You have two
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questions. Your first question is during the period when the police came to my place and kicked my doors, how did it
feel?



I don't know whether I got that question right?

DR RAMASHALA: Yes, it is right, thank you.

MRS MTIMKHULU: During that period when the police came and kicked the doors at my place, we were deeply
affected by what they were doing because we were still suffering from the pain when we lost our son, we didn't even
knew what happened to our son.

We didn't like the way in which they approached us, they would come during the night and they would frighten my
children terribly. They used to come almost daily and you would always be anxious and frightened and you wouldn't
know what was going to happen next because they would just come rushing to your house, throw stones and do every
horrible thing that they could think of.

Each time they came there would be a rumble of cars and then at times they would come armed. This used to terrorise
us quite a lot and for quite a long time. Especially that my husband was old, he was deeply affected and this affected his
health. We had to receive medical attention all the time because of the emotional affect of this harassment.

My husband is suffering from high blood pressure, he had to be admitted as he was suffering from heart failure. Even
now if he complains about anything which is affecting him, he would always mention that he cannot even lift up his leg.

I took him to hospital in East London and it was difficult for him to walk. I had to go and support him and I can
associate all this with the consequences of the
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harassment that we received from the police. I think he was most affected by all this.

My children were also affected. At times when we - they are looking in the old albums, you will see them crying when
they see my son. If you see one of them crying and ask why are they crying, he would always say I don't know what
would happen to us and when will we know what happened to our brother.

That is the experience that we have gone through Mrs Ramashala. We are affected, we are suffering from ill-health ever
since. I think I have answered your question.

Let me go further to the second question. During the day when we were taken to Sanlam, I was preparing to go to the
women's union gathering. It was on a Thursday, because usually we go to church on Thursdays and then I requested this
person to take me the following day to Sanlam.

And then he said no, you are wanted now. So I had to take off the uniform and then I went along with this person. I
would lie, they just interrogated me. As I have said before, they used to show me photograph's and also wanted me to
identify my son and I would also ask them questions.

We would exchange questions time and again and they would always promise me that they would assist me because
they sympathise with me because I lost my son. They always said they have a hope to find him.

Because they knew that they had skills to search for a person, they kept on saying I should tell them when I get a clue.
Not one of us could get Siphiwo. I think our attempts were futile because nobody ever came back to say, or contact one
another to say I've got this clue or have you heard this.
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Tungata had never even come, because they were the people who were enjoying the situation at the time. They would
just come and interrogate me and they would never say they have a clue about my son or whatever.

The only thing that they would ask is did I have anything to say about my son's disappearance. So I'll just answer in
whatever manner that I felt that it was proper at the time. I don't know whether I've answered your question.

MR MADAKA: I have some difficulty in answering your question because I've stated before my situation, but I am
going to tell you something that I think it is hearsay. I was staying with my mother, she was suffering from diabetes.

My father was working in the Transkei so he just came occasionally at our place. During the time when I was still here,
Roelofse and Nieuwoudt would always come and harass us and my parents were accustomed to this situation.

Probably Nieuwoudt and Roelofse can be regarded as people who were stupid. They would stand for quite a long time at
our place and they would be guarding our place, so my father knew that he was under police surveillance and he was
very happy about that, because he knew that nothing would happen to his place, because the police were always there.

But at the same time I can see paradoxically this disturbed him a lot. I think when I crossed the borders, the situation
changed a bit, there was an improvement, because the police stopped coming to my place.

What I can say is that my father experienced a lot of pain because there are only two of us, so he regarded himself as
having only one son because I was devoted to the struggle, so I went on exile and then he regarded himself
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as having only one son.

So my father was disturbed about the whole situation. But the mere fact that he didn't know where I was and the people
used to tell me that he was blind and he became deaf and I think he was affected by the stress under which he was
exposed to.

Thank you very much.

REVD TUTU: Dr Boraine.

DR BORAINE: The statement made by Mr Lamani, right at the very end, he mentioned that a certain Themba arrived
and to accompany Topsy to Lulu's house. I understand that Themba is on the stage now, is that correct? I would like to
or Mr Ntsebeza would like to ask you just very brief question. Are you agreeable to that?

MR LAMANI: Yes.

DR BORAINE:Then I must ask you just to stand to take the oath.

THEMBA MANGQASE: (sworn states)

MR NTSEBEZA: Thank you very much Themba. I can see that you are unfortunate because you are right here in front
of us but we didn't contact you to confirm some of the facts.

But I think what Mr Lamani said we would just like to find out a few things about his story. Your colleague says the last



time when he saw the late is when the two gentlemen said they were going to Lulu's place. Can you please take it from
there?

MR MANGQASE: I'd like also to thank the Commission for the opportunity that I got. I would like to thank the people
who are here.

What Tango is saying is true because I also went to Masangwana on that day. There was an argument because Topsy
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wanted them to show him the direction of Lulu's place because he didn't know the direction.

I got there during that argument and it was suggested that I should accompany him. We went together using Topsy's car.
When we got there we found Siphiwo, there together with Lulu. They were having supper.

We got in, there was something which Topsy directed to Siphiwo just as we were getting into the house. Siphiwo
responded by saying, he used to call Topsy by his clan name and said Jwaga.

He said Jwaga you must not repeat the same thing that you did yesterday, I don't want to go to that place that you want
to take me to. He didn't go further and state where were they the day before.

Topsy persuaded him to go outside so that they could discuss this out of the house. We were left behind with Lulu. They
had a long discussion outside.

I forgot something. Topsy had Siphiwo's tracksuit, I don't know where he got it, but the top was red, black and white. So
they got into the house again and they were going together.

I said they should give my regards to the people at Masangwana and then I went back to Masangwana. We went along
the Gamlana street, we went to the Agree streets, towards Rio. Next to Rio Siphiwo asked a question and he directed it
to me. He asked me am I coming along, I said no, I won't be coming along with them because I was tired.

We were from Durban. Toqi, Topsy and Robbie, we had been in a meeting in Durban so we were travelling by Topsy's
car so another journey to me was not appealing, really.

So I felt that I wanted to rest, so they promised to
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drop me to my destination. So I said they can just drop me on the street, then they dropped me on the corner Jacqisa and
Feather street.

Siphiwo said to me, please Themba you mustn't lock the door because I'll be coming back. I'll put up at your place for
the night. At times we used to sleep together and then he promised that he would be coming back.

So we didn't lock the door as we were waiting for him. The following day we realised that he didn't come back the
previous night. I just thought to myself that as they were staying together in the direction of Zweti, I thought that maybe
they came back from the place where they went to and then they went to Zweti.

I learnt about his disappearance late in the afternoon and I was informed that Siphiwo never reached his home. I



gathered this information when there were queries and enquiries about Siphiwo's whereabouts.

That was the last time that I heard about Siphiwo, thank you.

REVD TUTU: Mama, and all of you, we would like to thank you very much. The Commission stated some time back
that they want to give everybody an opportunity to give account of their stories no matter how painful.

You know what happened to you, but we were determined that we are going to make a follow up until you also get an
opportunity like everybody else.

The Commission is determined that it is going to fulfil its work and its determination as ordered by our President.

We have been ordered to listen to all the stories as many as possible so that we can have a good and clear picture of the
atrocities which took place at the time
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during the old regime.

You know how you were prohibited from doing so, we have already stated that the world is watching us. There are
really focusing to our meeting today and I am glad to say they will never be disappointed by the Truth Commission
because today we have fulfilled our promise that we will come back so that you can get an opportunity.

We heard your story, you presented it in a very dignified manner. We were really moved by your story. Everybody
could remember and we were all reminded by the trials and tribulations which took place in our country.

And you reminded the majority of the people of all the pains that we have gone through. Almost everybody was
exposed to the same pain and problems.

This Commission has been given a task to look into the tortures, the people who have been degraded, the people who
were neglected and nobody cared for them.

This Commission is given a task also to develop the people. Your dignity has been wonderful to behold.

We don't know whether the requests that you have placed in front of us, whether we will be able to fulfil them, however,
we've said this several times that those people who have been talking on television, revealing whatever revelations they
made, we will call them. We will call them again and say come and talk to us.

And those who in the mean time are being prevented from coming, don't worry, they will come. We will listen to their
testimonies. The truth will be investigated.

We pray to God to strengthen you as He had looked after you all these years and with all this pain and burden, He
should give you strength and courage, He should be through
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his Spirit, He should anoint and bandage your wounds.



They will heal. We've always been saying that things will come right one day, things will come right one day. Thank
you.

--------------------
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: I will now call to the stand Stephen Douglas Mzoboshe. We would request the people to sit
down. We would understand that some of them are forced to go out, but we would like you to please try and to this
without disturbing others. We are about to finish, let us please respect these.

Mr Mzoboshe, I understand that you are going to talk about yourself. We welcome you and we would like to show you
that we will not prevent you from stating what happened to you, we will request that revd Xundu should pledge an oath
for you.

REV XUNDU: I would like you to take an oath as you are going to give evidence. Could you please stand up. If you are
unable to stand up, you can just raise your right hand.

STEPHEN DOUGLAS MZOBOSHE: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: I'd like the people to please be quiet. We have maintained order for quite a long time. I would like us to
please maintain order, thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: (no interpretation)

MR MZOBOSHE: (no interpretation)

MR SANDI: You became a member of ANC, we want to confirm that in 1950 you joined the ANC organisation?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: And then you were tortured because of that?
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MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: I request you Mr Mzoboshe, to please inform us of what happened during the time that you were detained
without trial and please give us details about what experiences you went through especially with the torture. Let's start
in 1964.

MR MZOBOSHE: I was fetched by the police in 1964, it was during the night. I think it was very early in the morning,
during that am's on Monday, I was staying at Mqnami at the time, at Khoniqa, number 251.

I had a book and some material of the political organisation. Some of the books were kept by me and some of the



material was taken by the Detectives from the court chamber when it was closed and the organisation was banned.

We went underground and we were working as volunteers. The Detectives came and confirmed that I was Stephen and I
agreed and admitted that I am. They asked me if I was a volunteer and I denied that.

They searched the house and they found some boxes. They wanted to know who was the owner of the boxes and then I
said Mr Bennie is the person who requested me to keep them. They wanted to know how could I keep these boxes if I
was not a volunteer.

They started assaulting me and then I was taken back. I think I became unconscious because I cannot remember what
happened thereafter. I regained consciousness at about five am, I was alone, I didn't know where I was, but I could feel
that my body was aching.

There is the other one who is my relative, who is a cousin to my mother, Mazwani who was not there. He was not
among those who were attacking me. Mr Ghazu and another
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hefty man was the others who were amongst the people who attacked me.

MR SANDI: Was Sergeant George amongst those who attacked you?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, Sergeant George was there.

MR SANDI: Is he still alive?

MR MZOBOSHE: No, he died. He died whilst he was in Johannesburg.

MR SANDI: Mr Mzoboshe, could you please inform us how were you treated during the time you were detained? In
your statement you report that you had been kicked, batons were used to attack you?

MR MZOBOSHE: I was severely beaten to the extent that I used to urinate blood. In 1965 and 1966 I was admitted
until 1967, because of the problem with my bladder. I used to urinate blood.

I was always hiding and hiding the information that I was assaulted by the detectives, because I went on my own to the
hospital.

In 1964 I didn't have contact with anybody, because I used to go to the private Doctors. I was afraid that should I give
the information that I was attacked by the Detectives, I could be in bigger trouble.

I never gave the correct information to the Doctors.

MR SANDI: Did you receive any medical treatment which was effective?

MR MZOBOSHE: I was given a corset and then it was very effective, but I cannot stay without it, I have to use this
corset.

MR SANDI: Did you say on the 11th of September 1986, you were arrested again when there was a state of emergency?
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MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: Who arrested you? Can you remember who were the people who arrested you?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, I can remember, it was Faku, and the other one who was a tall gentleman, but he was a White
person. There were many of them, but the one that I am certain about is Sergeant Faku.

There was a tall White man.

MR SANDI: Can I remind you according to the statement written here? Would you like me to remind you?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: The names of the following is Sergeant Faku. Where is Faku?

MR MZOBOSHE: He died. He is the one who died during the bomb explosion at Motherwell.

MR SANDI: You said the other one was Warrant Officer Swartz?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, it was Swartz.

MR SANDI: And Sergeant Nani?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, Sergeant Nani.

MR SANDI: Where are these two gentlemen?

MR MZOBOSHE: Swartz is still alive, but I do not know where he is stationed and the same applies to Nani, but I
know that Faku died.

MR SANDI: When you were detained in 1986, did you experience any ill-treatment?

MR MZOBOSHE: No, they didn't torture me, because during that period I was open. I didn't hide any information about
my involvement with the struggle because I could feel that we were about to be liberated. I could feel that our Black
nation was approaching its freedom.

MR SANDI: Mr Mzoboshe, you became sickly during the time
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when you were detained in 1986, isn't that so?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, I suffered a lot because again I could see that I was urinating blood.

MR SANDI: Who is the Doctor who gave you treatment who said he would like you to be released because you are
very ill?

MR MZOBOSHE: I cannot remember his name. Usually we didn't know their names, but the young male Doctor was
the one who was very considerate. He was considerate more than the other one who was a bit elderly.



MR SANDI: In other words you were released in November 1986?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, sir, it is like that. I was taken to the hospital.

MR SANDI: What attention did you receive?

MR MZOBOSHE: I had to undergo an operation so that they can drain the blood which was accumulating in my body.

MR SANDI: Are you under any type of treatment presently?

MR MZOBOSHE: Yes, I always go to Livingstone Hospital and at Dora and Mpilwene for Psychiatric attention.

MR SANDI: What would you like the Commission to do for you as you have given us your story?

MR MZOBOSHE: I'd like the people to come forward, those perpetrators cannot just go. We feel that justice should be
done. They should come forward in public, as we have also appeared in public and state what happened to us.

I think it is the time for them to come and confess. Especially our Black brothers, we know the Whites were protecting
the regime, but the Blacks, we cannot understand why they could allow themselves to be used as tools by the Whites.

The other thing, I have a child who is attending school. This child is in one of the colleges. The pension
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that I am receiving monthly is inadequate.

The other thing that I would like is the fact that I had a child who was shot and then his eye was removed. That child
was working at Menthol, she ran away, she is at 2029 at Quba at Butterworth.

There was no follow up, there was no case against anybody, but my child lost her eye. She was also treated here at
Livingstone Hospital, then after she was discharged from Hospital, she was detained for three weeks, but she was
detained without trial. And nobody was implicated for those injury.

MR SANDI: What is the name of the child?

MR MZOBOSHE: The name of the child is Dandiswa Monica Mzoboshe.

MR SANDI: Mr Mzoboshe, do you have anything to say?

MR MZOBOSHE: No, I don't have anything to say further than what I've already said.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

MR MZOBOSHE: I'd like to thank the Commission. I really express my gratitude because I've never expected that I
would ever, ever be able to come forward and state what happened to me. I was the person who was politicising people
and I was always praying and requesting that I wish that the perpetrators should not die.

So that when we get out liberation, they should still be alive, I was very worried when BJ Vorster died, because he was
the instoner of the apartheid system.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.



I thank you Mr Mzoboshe. I would like to say ... of the liberation struggle in this country. There are very many unsung
heroes.
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I think you are one of those unsung heroes. In as much as you, the older generation, were getting inspiration from the
youth, such as you have described in 1986, when you were saying you were feeling the thunderous march of the youth
behind you when you felt you had the courage to face the enemy, those very young people got inspiration from all those
stories that they used to hear about Amafolandea, about the end plan and all such stories which were being told over and
over and over again by those who were pioneers in the history of our struggle.

When I looked and I calculated, you are telling us the story of your first suffering which took 32 years ago. 32 year ago,
but you still remember those incidents as if it happened yesterday.

Because it was an incident that not only was intended to deny you the dignity which you deserve, but it was also an
incident that was intended to deprive you of your inalienable right, the right to freedom.

When I look at you, I see another Ray Mglaba, another Mandela, another Coveren Begi, because you operated in their
types.

There are so many of the people that we can quote who are now senior citizens who have also had a contribution to the
struggle, I think we should also wish that they could also come forward, because you are one of the unsung heroes.
Thank you.

--------------------
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ACTING CHAIRMAN: I will now call to the stand Miseka Nancy Ngongo who is going to witness and give evidence
about the victim Mbulelo Ngongo. Mrs Ngongo, we will start by swearing you in before you tell us the story about - we
know this, he did go to the Transkei.

Those are areas in which he worked, we are very happy, those of us from that side of the kaya, to see Mbulelo's parent.
Last week when we were in Umtata, the story of this young man was told. The day they fought vigorously for quite a -
for 36 hours facing the Transkeian army with all the weapons of warfare and helicopters, it is quite a pleasure now, after
we had been talking about Mbulelo and another young chap called Kaykay and Mpelo Macaghesa and today we are
meeting you here.

We will ask Revd Xundu to swear you in before you can tell us the story.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I am happy to welcome you. You yourself have taken part in the struggle,
people know you, they know your courage and your bravery. I am happy for you to be here to tell us the story of your
son and your own story - how you were harassed. Can you stand up, both of you and take the oath.

MISEKA NANCY NGONGO: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: At this juncture, I will ask the
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experienced one, the most experienced of us, the reverend himself, revd Finca.

MR FINCA: Honourable Chairperson, Ms Miseka, the Chairperson has already said that we are especially happy as this
Commission to see you appearing before us this afternoon briefly shortly after we were in Umtata and heard the
touching story of three young men who fought for 36 hours with the Transkeian army, who would eventually some of
them fell in that skirmish.

Now we welcome you to this Commission and we take our hats off to you that one of your offspring turned to be a hero,
about whom we heard in Umtata. I would like you to start very briefly because of time constraint, to just recall what any
memories you have about your son, before he left his parents to other lands to fight for liberation.

What do you remember, what is it that is always a picture in your mind about your son?

MRS NGONGO: Firstly I am Miseka Vundi, who was born in Alexandria and I was married into the Ngongo family of
the Gadebe clan in Qumbu, across the (indistinct) and Mbulelo was born here in Alexandria.



Mbulelo left here in 1980, when he left the country for training. He didn't escape, he left because we were taking part in
the same struggle and he did tell me he was going to fight for the nation. I gave him the permission although I was a bit
apprehensive.

And I said to him, Mbulelo my wish for you is to continue with your education, because at the time he was studying at
Kwazakhele Senior Secondary school where he was a member of COSAS. He left at that stage of his activity and he
went to Lesotho.
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In Lesotho they spent a year before they went for training, after which they went for training to whatever states they
went to. On their return ... (tape starts) ... he was not in the first 41, then the other 9 fell that and we went to bury those
victims.

That's when I met him with his comrades like Atwell Maqekeza, Tandofiqa Radebe, but Tandofiqa Radebe was a
student there. The others from Grahamstown Maswai, Siphiwo Maswai, they were all working together and I had
contact with him.

MR FINCA: Let me just interrupt you. When you got there, you found him with others. At that time what was he doing
there, was he at school or was he working, what was he doing actually at that time?

MRS NGONGO: No, he was not working, he was in the struggle. He was a (indistinct), he was from training, he was
now operational, he was going to be operating this side and when I got there, they looked for me and we talked and I
established contact with him and we had some working relationship and we did things together.

What I mean is I was underground with them, I was operating underground. When they came, they would come and
meet me, but what happened was in 1988, the story is very long, but I am going to summarise it, shorten it. In 1988 I got
a phone call.

I was no longer staying at my house because of harassment. And then I was bothered by this phone, but I took this
phone, just to listen what was happening. So I said, when they said, you have a phone, I took the call and the person
who answered the phone, I said what sort of person is, and then I was described.
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When I heard the name, I recognised the name, it was Atwell Maqekeza, before he fell.

He said mother, I want to tell you, just want to find out what things are on your side because the Boers are on us this
side and he said, I told him, no things are bad even here. I no longer stay at home. And I had already sounded other
people to change their places of abode because - which we know. I said Glamluli Tsojzi cave the message that they
should shift from their residence and they did change their residence.

But after all that it didn't help, didn't help because Mbulelo was there with Maqekeza, they were travelling to Mafeking
in Lesotho, the three of them and Tandofiqa Radebe. That's where they got into a roadblock as the story goes, I wasn't
there, I just got the story.

At this roadblock they were stopped. These people tried to speak to them, and actually tried to convince these people



that they were trying to beg for mercy and he pleaded but it didn't help, these people were wearing masks.

Mbulelo saw one policeman was hitting Radebe and Mbulelo ran away. Then they went for Atwell Maqekeza and he
fell down, Mbulelo had run away. So he went to tell his other friends who were not there that our comrades had fallen,
this is what happened in a roadblock.

The following morning his comrades went to check to look, then they found the body of Tandofiqa and not that of
Atwell. They looked for it and looked for it until they found it in the mealie lands. He was still living and they took him
to a hospital in Maseru.

Atwell didn't want to stay in this hospital, but there was nothing they could do because his leg was very severely
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damaged, then came a call to me and I could hear that there were many people. Many people because there were some
noise in the background. I had suspected that it could have been Atwell, but people didn't let me take the phone.

At that hospital his bed was close to a window, then someone came and shot Maqekeza, then Mbulelo - he was with a
lady at Roma, I think that is where he went and relax. These people are laughing at me, you know everyone has
somewhere where he goes to relax.

Four men came and they wanted to ask him who he was and he said he was a student at Roma University and they
argued over this and this four, these three were about to give up. It was the fourth one who was clearly a Xhosa, he said
you are Mbulelo Ngongo from PE and there was no way he could then deny it and then they took him away and they
asked this girl to remain behind, they said they would come back for her.

I suspect that they were taking him to where he was staying. And then they came back.

MR FINCA: Sorry, sorry Mrs Ngongo, are these police from Lesotho?

MRS NGONGO: Yes.

MR FINCA: Do you know if he had a passport, a Lesotho passport or another passport for another country?

MRS NGONGO: No, I don't know, but I know he didn't have a passport, if he had a passport, it must have been a false
passport, but I don't know.

However, he did say he was from the Transkei because that's where we come from. Even though they grew up here,
originally we come from the Transkei, so he said these people took him.
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Lindialoma Begce, the girl with whom he was as he was tied between seats like a dog.

And they came back, apparently they came back to Lindialoma Begce to fetch her. They took her to Roma police station
where Lindialoma was dropped and Mbulelo was taken away. Lindialoma stayed for two days at that police station.

She never met Mbulelo again. Lindialoma doesn't know these police when I asked her because I did try to arrange for



her to come here to tell me what had happened, but when I asked her, she just said I just saw from their badges and then
I took their names, that's how I kept their names.

On the second day I was released, but then I asked about Mbulelo on my release, about his whereabouts. They said you
can go look for him at all the police stations, so she did that, went to all the police stations in Lesotho and they didn't
know anything about him. They would show her the records and she wouldn't find his name.

So she returned to the residence at the university. She says from her side, that is as far as she could say anything about
Mbulelo, so I went to a lawyer because I was phoned to go to some people who worked with him, phoned me to say I
should go to a lawyer in Durban. Lawyer Qoinzamlaba, the Council of Churches arranged for me to go there.

I spent a night at a Holiday Inn hotel, on the second day there people were calling me from the labour office here in Port
Elizabeth because my husband had died in December. As this happened in March.

MR FINCA: When did your husband die?

MRS NGONGO: He died in November, buried in December yes.
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And phones coming frequently and I didn't want to go because I wanted to start in Durban to talk with this - because I
was very suspicious about these calls and the kids wanted me to go because they thought they would lose their father's
money so I went to Durban the following day.

And having made contact with the Council of Churches there in Durban, they took me in touch with Qoinzamlaba, so as
I was going out, I saw the newspaper and then I saw an article about people who have been arrested somewhere in Cape
Town and I knew this people, because these were the people I used to operate with.

Because they had been away for some days, and then I just looked at this, then I knew these were the people. And I left
the hotel, rushed to the township and then I phoned, told him Qoinzamlaba that I left the hotel because of the article, but
Qoinzamlaba was happy with that decision, so I said to him what shall I do? These people have been arrested and they
will not be able to hide my name because I am their link and they will be hit and they will be forced to confess, so he
said I must cross.

So I said no I couldn't leave the country because my son was still very small, I said no I must go back to Port Elizabeth
to fetch my young child so that I could live with him. So I came back, I said to Qoinzamlaba I am going home now.

So I phoned PE, I asked one young chap how things were and this young man said, no, you better not come, just wait
there. So I didn't say I would come, so I phoned another house and I called another young man, whose son was surprised
at my call and asked - wanted to know who I was?

This man said she is not here, Zakhikele is not here,
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then I was sure that they were arrested. So I said to the lawyer, I want to go home. If I go home today, then I am going
to get there and go to the Council of Churches. I will report to the Council of Churches. If I haven't done that, then you
must know that I have been arrested, then you should please help with my child, with Mbulelo and please do follow up



this case.

Then his story about Mbulelo was that when he got instructions from Lesotho to follow up this case, he looked at the
case and he was trying to investigate. Then after some time he found that it was very difficult and then one day someone
came, someone unknown came to his office and Qoinzamlaba didn't want to leave the office and go and meet this
person, but eventually he said he went out to see this person outside in the passage and he met this young man and this
young man said I am Kaykay, I am not in detention.

Kaykay is this Mbulelo, that was his name, MK name, he said I am not in detention. Then I looked at this man, I said
no, I said can you describe this person and I had a photo of Mbulelo, I said, now describe this Kaykay. Qoinzamlaba
described this person. He said this person is thickly set, lightish in complexion.

I had the photo, Mbulelo's photo, I said is it the same as this person, he said no, it is not this person. I said no this is my
son. He said no, I tried to confirm in Lesotho, I described this person to the cadres in Lesotho and they said no, that's not
Mbulelo.

It was clear that it was part of the strategy of the Boers that was what Qoinzamlaba was saying, but he said he would
follow up this case. I've been to Booi, because that is another lawyer here. Attorney Booi this side, Booi
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Majudina.

So I said to Qoinzamlaba, I am going home. I just want to emphasise that you go ahead with this case, even if you don't
see me but when you ever think of me think of this case, because if ever I am arrested, I have no hope that I will survive
because these Boers have long been looking for me.

So I left Durban, they took me to the station, taken by Qoinzamlaba's wife. At the station something happened which
was a clear indication that they were looking for me. They asked for our passports, yet normally no passports are asked
for at the station, so when this happened, I realised but I was prepared, I had a fake passport with me.

But the Commission here, she is trying to stop me, she thinks I am deviating. I was having a fake passport and then I
produced this to this bus people and they looked at it and then they let me in until I got to PE, but then it is your day, it
is your day because I just spent one night.

This one is in Lesotho, there are things that I may miss, that's why I wanted her to be here. So I came in PE, spent a
night, the following morning I felt like, let me go to this labour issue, because that same morning the phone cam again.

Mr Nebe was the one who was working with my husband, because my husband used to work there before he died. So I
was hopeful because maybe they were calling me. I was hopeful that he was going to do something for me, because my
husband was his former colleague.

And that's what he was saying on the phone also to my daughter who used to answer the phone, so I decided I was going
to - so I said to my daughter, let's go and my
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daughter said, no, I am scared. So I said, okay, I will go alone.



So I went to the labour office. When I got there I looked for this man, he was exited when he saw me. Oh, Mrs Ngongo,
we've been waiting for you, what's, why did you disappear for so long? Take a seat here and then I said at this labour
office and he told me stories and then one Boer came, Vorster, that is his name.

He also came to confirm that it was me. Another Boer was working with my husband, ran away. I got suspicious, but I
had no way, I couldn't go out because these Tsaka's were milling around the building and I had not seen the police, so I
said to Nebe, man, I think you should release me, I will come back tomorrow, but I decided that I would leave.

But they knew I could run.

MR FINCA: What did Nebe said about the real reason for his phone?

MRS NGONGO: No, he said he was calling me about my husband's UIF benefits and then he filled in some papers and
asked me to sign. After a very long time, like two hours, Vorster came back, he stood, he looked, looked at Nebe and
apparently they did some eye communication and he said, stand up. I stood, this Boer left, he said follow, follow this
and he followed.

And Nebe came with us. I followed this Boer. I had not completed my real mission here, I was taken into this office and
then to this office, and Nebe pushed me in and said, go in. He closed the door, closed the door. And I was closed in this
office.

I was surprised and then I looked up and the place was
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some Boers there with their guns cocked and I was sure that I would never see my son, because I was sure they would
kill me so that no one could follow Mbulelo's case.

Because my kids were still very young, were still at school. The Boers said who are you, I said I told them I am Mrs
Ngongo. They said, oh, give us your passport, but this time I did have my real passport, I gave it to them.

I said here, it is you. This other Boer handed over to Vorster, this Vorster form the labour. He said finish your business
with him and then the Boer from the labour said, no we have nothing to do with her, we were calling her for you.

And so it was that I was being arrested, then they said, no we will take her for questioning and this Vorster said it is
okay, so they took handcuff and they handcuffed me.

And this Boer said you are very lucky that you were arrested here, because we didn't want to waste our time, we just
wanted to shoot you, to kill you because you are filthy. Your work is very filthy. I said were you going to shoot a
woman, you are such cowards.

I was besides myself as I was speaking, because I thought they could do whatever they wanted to do.

MR FINCA: Let me just interrupt you. Yesterday we were given permission to mention names of people that we know.
Amongst the Boers you're talking about, the one's to whom you were handed by Mr Nebe, are there anyone whose name
you know?

MRS NGONGO: There is only one Boer whose name I knew, it was Van Rooyen, he is the one who said their actual
aim was to kill me, not to arrest me.

So they took me away, they took me to Louis Le Grange



PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

12 MN NGONGO

and they asked my real, physical address. I gave them my address, then they said, no you are telling a lie.

So I said, well I can't help it if you miss me when you come, it doesn't mean I don't stay there. Then they said any other
address you can give us where you stay, what about Tsewo? I said, no that's my brother's house at 37 Tsewo Street. So I
was arrested and taken to Louis Le Grange.

They were taking me up and down the police station. When I came, they said now let's celebrate, let's have a braai
because we've got her today. They would ask where is your son, Mbulelo? Then I said I don't know, he is somewhere in
Lesotho.

They said, okay. I said if you know his whereabouts then that is your business, but I don't know. Then I was taken to
Roelofse then for him to see and confirm that I had been arrested.

Roelofse in his pocket had a photo, Mbulelo's photo. He would take it now and again and wave it like this and take it
back into his pocket, and I said, no that's my son I have no reason to fear, but I want to know what you've done to him.

And they said I must, they displayed some photo's. They said I must identify those pictures, people in those pictures, I
said no I didn't know those people, all of them.

Then they said this person is confused, they said amongst themselves. Other said, no let's bring her here, we will put her
in the back and then other said no, this person is asthmatic and some people who were arrested, they would say, tell
them that I was asthmatic.

So they said I should be taken to Rooi Hell and the following morning I would come and tell the truth. That
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helped me because at Rooi Hell I met some people at that cell.

Although I was alone in my cell, but on the two cells on both sides, there was one girl, Notami Nkozazuma had sent to
Botswana. We talked, we shouted, she said, she asked are you not killed, I said no. She said they said they would kill
you. So I said tell me what you've told them, so that I can prepare myself, so she said no I just mentioned the trip to
Botswana where you sent us with number 1, our Commander.

She said you were the only two that sent me. She said so I just told them that I was sent and I was given, so I said, no
that's fine. I just don't want to involve you in this case, I should be the one who suffers the consequences here and if
someone has to die, I should be the one, I don't want you to die and leave your kids, your young kids.

MR FINCA: I just want us to push to the conclusion of the story. They detained you and after you came from detention
in 1990, without being charged?

MRS NGONGO: I was charged, I was charged, I was charged for terrorism. And the case was heard in Humansdorp
where I was taken in 1988, 1990, we used to go to Humansdorp. My lawyer was Sali Ganunu. Sali Ganunu. The
Advocate was Musenaki and Potgieter, Advocate.



The case was heard and then they came to the conclusion that myself and another gentlemen who lived in, who is a
shopkeeper Numzakazakhele and Nontubekho, they argued for our release.

So that the case should fall on the shoulders of these two young men and they agreed and that's how we were released. I
am trying to summarise now. Then when I was
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released I was called to Lusaka, Chris called me to Lusaka. So on my release I went to Lusaka in December.

And Chris asked some questions about what happened, then I explained how we were discharged. Then he said, no, he
had not yet found Mbulelo, he searched for him all over, everywhere and Lesotho authorities said they never arrested,
but he was sure that Mbulelo was arrested.

And then he said when I go home, I should look for Mbulelo, but I should know that the Boers would kill me because in
a family, they just want to wipe out everyone in a family. At the time I was leaving Zambia there were two young men
from Transkei, from Muluwi, from the Jaftha family.

This place you mentioned, where Mbulelo and his friend fought and this young men said I should go and see their
parents and explain and get other details in case Mbulelo may have been taken to the Transkei because it was known
that he was operative in the Transkei.

Indeed, in January I came back from Lusaka and then I went to the Transkei, I went to Willovale districts and then I saw
this house. They had described the house and the house was now - had been bombed and I got there, because that is
where Mbulelo and other were attacked, so this man here, Mr Jaftha was exited, he explained everything to me, but he
was so kind, he was so kind. Despite the pain that he had gone through and I searched and searched and searched, but I
never got any direction or news or trace, some of the documents I left in Grahamstown ... (tape starts) ... documents I
left in Grahamstown because I wanted them to make an article in the newspaper on my return from the Transkei.
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Then I could almost give up, but I didn't really give up because there is no parent who can give up on her child.

Then I came and asked from the ANC what was happening, then someone came who was sent from the offices of the
ANC to tell me that Mbulelo was killed in 1986. That's when I said no, you don't know what you're talking about. Leave
it, because in 1986, Mbulelo was in Willovale, he was still alive in 1986 and 1987. Mbulelo's disappearance was in
1988.

So I said to this gentleman no I can't even tell this to the children that Mbulelo had died. I won't mention this to my
children, but I am not saying he is not dead, but what you bringing is not clear. There is nothing about Mbulelo that one
can hear, it is all quiet about him.

And when Chris was here, he said I should send all the documents to the head office in Johannesburg. This was done
because the documents were with (indistinct). I asked (indistinct) to send them, he gave them to Paqi to take them to the
head office in Johannesburg.

I don't know whether those documents are still there, but they were sent up to - some documents with details about
Mbulelo's case. However, Majodina tried to investigate even after my release from jail. Tried to investigate, find out



from Lesotho and then Lesotho authorities admitted this time that Mbulelo was in fact arrested when Majodina
compared the names that (indistinct) gave us.

Then they admitted that they did arrest him, but he escaped on that same day.

MR FINCA: How?

MRS NGONGO: The toilets, they said the toilets were at the back. He asked permission to go to the toilet and he
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went to the toilet and he never came back.

There was no further investigation about ...

MR FINCA: Is that possible for a person who is under arrest to be allowed to go to the toilet on his own here and then a
toilet which is outside a prison or police station?

MRS NGONGO: That's all the Lesotho authorities said about him, admitting that they arrested him.

MRS FINCA: Mrs Ngongo, we want to get to the conclusion of this story. I am just checking, I think we have taken too
long. Can you grind to the conclusion now? What is the situation now? Is it possible to - is there any news about him? Is
he alive, or is he killed?

MRS NGONGO: At the time of my release a policeman, I met a policeman and I spoke to him and I requested him. I
don't want to talk about the one who was hit by the limpet mine. He said Mbulelo was in with the first aid, but the
policeman was still alive now is the one I am going to mention. He is still alive, he is still alive, Mr Bobeqe.

He is the one who said to me, when I asked him, when I asked for help from him, if he knew anything about my son,
then he said, he said which one, and I called him to my house and he went. We are in the same church, I think that
softened him a bit. So I said Mr Bobeqe, the reason I called you, I want you to tell me if you know anything about my
son, he said I'll come back tomorrow morning.

He left and he came back, he had a photo, he said is this him? I said yes. Where is he? He said he is in the Free State. Is
he alive, I asked? He said, no, I don't know, that was his answer. But this file I got and in this file it is said that he was
arrested in the Free State, that's what is written in this file.

PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

17 MN NGONGO

But I will try and make a means for you to get a copy of this photo and all the contents of this file and then I'll give it to
you. I don't care whatever happens to me because I really sympathise with you. So I said, that's good, I will be very
happy.

However, I think he chickened out because he never did that. He never brought those copies.

MR FINCA: Is that in 1990 now?

MRS NGONGO: Yes.



MR FINCA: From 1990 to 1996, this year, any other news about your son?

MRS NGONGO: No, no news at all. Not at all, not at all.

Of all those people, and those who come back from exile, none of them have brought any news about him.

MR FINCA: Thank you. Thank you Mrs Ngongo. I am sure your requests like a parent, you would like this Commission
to investigate about what happened to your son and they must investigate the truth whether he is alive or not alive any
more.

And if he is dead, you would like his remains to be brought back to you so that you can give him a decent burial. Do
you have any other request to make to the Commission?

MRS NGONGO: That is my main wish. If I could get the remains, even if it is his ash, if they burnt him, they could just
tell me where they burnt him, the bones and I want to give him a decent funeral, because I didn't even have a service,
memorial service for him.

That's what I would like to have now.

MR FINCA: Chairperson, I am sorry I took so long. This case, it was a very long story which brought up a lot of
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things that were handled in the Transkei police, please do accept my apologies.

UNKNOWN: I just want to ask Mrs Ngongo, have you ever seen Nebe thereafter?

MRS NGONGO: When I was in prison, I did ask the policeman, when I was in prison, after I was charged, when I was
up, I asked the police to go to the labour office because I still want to go to that business, the question of my husband's
benefits, so I went there and then I saw Nebe, he didn't even want to look at me.

I greeted him, now he pretended as if he didn't know me. On my release I went straight to him, I said Mr Nebe, do you
know me? I am Mrs Ngongo and he said, no I don't know you. I said, no you can't tell me you don't know me.

No, you know that people do come out of prison, I've returned from the prison where you took me.

UNKNOWN: Thank you, Mrs Ngongo.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: We said this, even on two occasions, that in our liberation we have not yet grasped the extent
of the contribution of women. So much so that reverend Finca raised the point that if this Commission did not have an
occasion where it would look at the contribution of the women, it would be, it should happen, a mistake if it didn't do
that.

And you are one of those people who is an example of the extent to which the women contributed to the struggle, but
you have entered the thick of things yourself, working with the comrades and fighters that brought us this freedom.

If we didn't have time constraints we would let you talk and talk, we will apologise even to your daughter. This is not
the last occasion that we will be able to listen PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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to you. Further we might even have a chance to listen to your daughter and to you.

Thank you very much.

--------------------
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MR BORAINE: The next witness is Mpumelelo Benjamin Nobadula, I am getting tired obviously, but I will keep going.
Nobadula. Mr Nobadula, welcome to the hearings of the Commission. Thank you for waiting. I am very pleased that we
are able to include you today because I am quite sure that you have other responsibilities tomorrow.

You have come to tell us about your brother who died in detention, Mzukisi. We will listen very carefully to your story.
One of my colleagues will be guiding you in a moment, I have read the statement that you have given to us earlier and it
is a very distressing story.

But we will leave you to tell that and to share with us your own pain and grief. Before you do so, I must ask you to
please stand for the taking of the oath.

MPUMELELO BENJAMIN NOBADULA: (sworn states)

MR BORAINE: Thank you very much, indeed. I'll ask my colleague and fellow Commissioner, Dr Ramashala to lead
you please.

MS RAMASHALA: I will speak in English. You are here to tell the story about the death of your brother. You tell us
about the death of your brother. Would you go back to 1976 to give us the context of his death and the events that led up
to his death?

MR NOBADULA: I'd like to take off the earphones. In 1977 we were a group of students, I don't know if I should
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continue continuously?

MS RAMASHALA: Yes.

MR NOBADULA: We were a group of students in 1977 and we were watching and guarding the police who used to
raid our township. We called ourselves as if we (indistinct) and then we changed the name because some of our
comrades were being arrested and then we changed our name to Amaxwabani.

As we were guarding the township and we were watching the people who pretended to be politicians, yet they were
criminals, so we tried to protect the neighbours, the community against such people. We also advised the people to
avoid travelling during the night, because the police used to fire shots as they liked.

During that period there was a rally at St Stevens or shall I call it a meeting. I think I can start by saying I was from one
of the sessions it was 3 am. I saw the police nearby and I thought they have come to arrest me or they have come for
something else.



And then I went to hide myself in one of the passages. They left and then I felt that I cannot go to my place, so I went to
hide somewhere. Then there was this meeting at St Stevens. We were a group of students as I said before, we could have
been 30.

We were putting tires and wires on the road, especially in the passage so as to close any exit and entrance through the
streets. We were guarding the door. We went to the door, next to the door and we had rocks in our hands. There were
some police in the vicinity.

When they saw us, they chased us. We jumped over the fence, but we had put this wire so that the police cannot see it
properly. We jumped this wire that we had put on the PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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road, and we were trying to trap the police because we knew where the wire was, and they didn't know about the wire.

Some of the students came out of the hall and there were others who were arrested and you could see a lot of vans
coming and loading a lot of students from the hall. I heard my name being mentioned by some of the comrades and I
realised that I was in trouble, so I took to the streets and tried to hide so that I can go and put up in one of my families.

I went to Durban neck and stayed with Sis Nomatokazi, who was a wife to Heshu. Then I could see that I was not safe
either here, because landrovers were the order of the day. You could see that everyday there were policemen who were
coming. I went to Fort Hare and I stayed with Zolayai in his room.

I stayed until November and then thereafter I felt that I should go again. I came back to Zakhele here in Port Elizabeth. I
used to visit occasionally my family. We learnt that there was going to be a show at Rio. The show was Save the
Children. It was a fundraising project so as to release some of the students who were detained.

Mzukizi Mapiteza was amongst those people. Thozamile Botha was the organiser of the show. I think it is when he was
arrested. I think the police came looking for me, but they found him instead and then they arrested him.

MS RAMASHALA: Ask what role your brother was playing in the fundraising show?

MR NOBADULA: No he just attended as a spectator. He didn't ... (tape starts) ... I learnt that he was arrested in the
morning, it was on a Monday. He was asked by the police to give evidence and witness against the PEPCO
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members.

I mean Thozamile Botha if I talk about the PEPCO members. When he went to the witness stand he was ordered to sign
a statement which he refused to do. He said the Boers wrote a statement to the effect that Botha wanted to overthrow the
Government, but in court he said he had signed, because he was pressurised by the police.

I still maintain that the show was Save the Children, which was aimed at releasing and handing bail for those who were
detained. Thozamile was released, but he was arrested again.

I think it was about four days after he was released, so he was arrested again. I went to the lawyer, Mr Jackson and we
wanted to find out where was he detained. We were also trying to arrange for his release because he was ill. He was
asthmatic. Mr Jackson tried his best, I went up and down, trying to assist him.



I did not care what happened to me, the only thing is that I wanted him to be released, even if I could be arrested in his
place. It was said he was going to attend a court hearing at Algoa. I went to Algoa as arranged.

I left Algoa at four and when I got into my place, I found a lot of people at my place and I was surprised what was
happening, but I suspected that something wrong had happened.

It was only the children who were there.

MS RAMASHALA: Can we go back a little bit. When he was arrested, what was the charge?

MR NOBADULA: I do not know. That is what I was investigating. That is why I went to Mr Jackson, I wanted to find
out what was the charge laid against him. Can I go
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further?

MS RAMASHALA: Yes.

MR NOBADULA: During this time I was informed that he was dead. There was a gentleman coming from
Johannesburg and we were informed that he was going to do the post-mortem. Before the post-mortem was done, I felt
that we should go and identify him first.

There was an argument because the police refused us access to the body. Because we had a lawyer, we were able to ask
for his assistance and we went there and we were allowed to see him. When we got there ...

MS RAMASHALA: When he was detained, where was he detained when he was arrested?

MR NOBADULA: I do not know. That is why we were going up and down trying to locate him. Nobody ever informed
him, we didn't know whether he was Algoa or Rooihell or whether he was in court cells, we didn't know. That's what we
wanted to find out.

When we went to Mount Roots, there was another Boer, I don't know his name but he made things difficult for us, but at
the end we were able to see him.

I wanted him to be turned over because he was laying face down. When I removed the cover, I could see that there were
scars on the back, there were holes as if he had been pricked with a fork, he was bleeding. He had a jeans on and it had
blood on it.

So I said Mr Jackson should keep it and we didn't wash the blood stains from the trousers. I think Tsamimba can know
better also, because he was his friend and secretary.

MS RAMASHALA: And a Doctor?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, there was.
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MS RAMASHALA: Did he say the cause of death was natural?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, when the Doctor gave us the findings, he said the cause of death was natural. Believe so, my
mother has got a certificate.

MS RAMASHALA: Okay.

MR NOBADULA: After the post-mortem was done, we also wanted to attend court so that we can know what had
happened. We couldn't do anything further because we didn't have financial support to continue.

The question that you are asking about the cause of death was asked by Kruger. That is where we learnt in court because
he was asked by Helen Suzmann to give information about his death and then I think I can stop there.

MS RAMASHALA: How old was your brother when he died?

MR NOBADULA: He was 29 years old.

MS RAMASHALA: Other than attending, was your brother politically active?

MR NOBADULA: No, he wasn't. He was not an activist.

MS RAMASHALA: Why do you think - up everybody, why do you think your brother in particular was picked up?

MR NOBADULA: I cannot answer this question. What I can think is they took him just to cause injury to the family
because he was also Nobadula, because they couldn't find me and they felt that they could find any member of the
family.

MS RAMASHALA: And after they picked him up of course they forced him to testify against, to sign a statement
against Thozamile Botha?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, it is so.

MS RAMASHALA: To even think about your brother's death, but to think that he may have been picked up because
they were looking for you, is even doubly painful. What is your
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thinking about it?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, we are still disturbed and this has affected us very much. I think the Commission can assist us
to trace the killers of my brother.

I think that can relieve me because even his friends do not know what happened to him, they want to find out what
happened to him.

My grandmother always asks and cries and I always have to silence her because I can see that she becomes moved. No,
his is not married, he doesn't have any children.

MS RAMASHALA: Circumstances surrounding your brother's death, is there anything else that you would like to ask
the Commission to do?

MR NOBADULA: My wish is the same as Mrs Mtimkhulu's wish, I think I just want to add a little on that. All the



victims who have suffered, especially those who are at Mendi, it is a rent office, there was a monument there and the
monument are - there are heroes who are written there about the people who died during the Mendi, sinking of the
Mendi ship. I would like to have something like that in commemoration of the heroes.

INTERPRETER: The interpreter cannot hear.

REVD TUTU: Dr Boraine.

MR BORAINE: Mr Nobadula, just help me with one or two questions. First of all Mr Jackson, do you remember, is he
practising in Port Elizabeth and do you know his first name?

MR NOBADULA: He was here in Port Elizabeth at the time, I don't know where he is now. He was with Mr Solomon
at the First National building.

MR BORAINE: You mentioned that the post-mortem that the district surgeon, Dr Laing found that the cause of death
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natural. Did you have another private doctor at the same post-mortem or is there only the district surgeon?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, there was another doctor who came from Johannesburg, they said he is a pathologist.

Mr Jackson organised that he should also come for the second opinion, I cannot remember his name.

MR BORAINE: Can you remember what his conclusions were about the cause of your brother's death?

MR NOBADULA: We wanted to know, but nobody ever gave us the results of the post-mortem, we just saw on papers.

MR BORAINE: We can find out from Mr Jackson perhaps what the name of the pathologist was and follow that up
because I think that is very critical. I assume that there was no actual inquest or was there an inquest following your
brother's death?

MR NOBADULA: No, there was no inquest about my brother's death.

MR BORAINE: One last question. Was anybody with you when you went to the mortuary to see your brother and to see
the scars and the blood?

MR NOBADULA: Yes, there was somebody who was working at Mr Jackson's office, Mr Blackie, he is the person who
assisted us and gave us transport to go and visit the mortuary.

MR BORAINE: Thank you.

REVD TUTU: Thank you very much. We thank you for your patience. The most important thing that I would like to
express is although you have lost your brother, you are more disturbed because you believe that the police were looking
for you and then your brother died instead of you.

We also acknowledge the fact that in addition to what Mrs Mtimkhulu has requested, it is very important that you
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have also voiced out that you want something to be done for others instead of for you only as an individual.

This makes us very proud of you because you are thinking of the nation as a whole, thank you very much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27-06-1996 NAME: REGINA N. NOMGQOKWANA

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 2

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Now we are going to call Mrs Nomvula Regina Nomgqokwana. Mrs Regina Nomvula
Nomgqokwana. Will you put on your - yes. We welcome you Mrs Nomgqokwana and receive it and having welcomed
you as we have already done, we shall ask Revd Xundu to swear you in.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Nomgqokwana, you came here to give us your story which is about the
role your child played in the coming of the freedom. Can I swear you in please, can you stand up.

REGINA NOMVULA NOMGQOKWANA: (sworn states)

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: As is usual, we shall call upon Adv Denzil Potgieter, to lead you in your testimony. Over to
you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Good afternoon Mrs Nomgqokwana, another warm welcome to you. We
know that you have been waiting for the better part of the day to come and tell your story, share your story with us and
we thank you for your patience. I will help you to tell your story to us, but it is your story and I'll assist you where it is
necessary.

Perhaps just to start with very briefly, you can perhaps tell us about yourself. Who you are, where you live, whether you
have a family, all that sort of thing, very briefly.

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: I am Nomvula Regina Nomgqokwana, I live
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at 29 Qamlana Street in New Brighton. I was born in Grahamstown with my mother and my son, Brian Malawu Miselo
Nomgqokwana, we lived with my mother.

In 1958 I was still young and I came to work in Port Elizabeth. When I left this child was still at school in
Grahamstown, he continued, he went to Nearosa Secondary and then 1974 he passed, he completed his education, but
he couldn't proceed, because I didn't have money.

However, my mother wrote me telling me that this young chap is studying at Rhodes. Just at that time, he was just
beginning at Rhodes, but he had not long, I don't think he even completed six months, he was detained because he was
participating in politics very actively.

First instance my mother wrote me a letter saying that Malawu had been arrested for political reasons. I didn't go to
Grahamstown because my sister was also there.

He was discharged after two weeks and then he went to the circumcision school, I tried in 1975 to organise that he



would be circumcised and he was - then he became a man and when he was a man he came to PE. Here in PE he met
some friends and they were involved very actively, continued what he was doing in Grahamstown and I would
discourage him and say Malawu, politics won't take you anywhere.

Look at where Father Mandela, he is still in jail and there is no hope that he'll ever come out. Do you want to follow his
footsteps and he wouldn't answer me and sometimes he would say, no, you know nothing.

Well, things went on like that. Special branch would come and pick him up and then return him and they would come
and fetch him again and then for another two weeks, and they would return. In 1978, on the 9th of June on a Friday, at
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that time I was sleeping at my place of work, but I was off on that Friday, and on my arrival my sister-in-law said the
Special branch people were here again, looking for malawu.

And I said, where is he and she said, no I don't know where he is. And then later Malawu, that same afternoon Malawu
came. He was with someone I didn't know and I said to him Malawu the Special branch were here looking for you
again.

And he said in his answer, I don't care for them. That was it. They had their meal and they went out again. Some time at
night, approximately after 10, we were already in bed, the Special branch came. There were 8 Boers who knocked and
some at the front door, others at the back door, they were knocking and then I said, who are you? I said please and then
they came through with him, they were with him.

And then they said is this Brian, I said yes, this is Brian, this is my son. Vukhile also got up and they asked what was
happening. And they swore at her and said now you know too much, he is always with you. That was what they said to
my sister-in-law. And then they wanted to take her, but then at the gate they said she could go back.

But I couldn't sleep properly that day. In fact the whole week I was very unhappy. Then I don't want to tell lies to the
Commission, I didn't visit him because I was very scared and I was very suspicious, very, very scared because I didn't
want him to participate in political activities.

I was - and there is another relative of mine who's late now, Alfred Fromendi, he used to visit us and at my house there
is a radio station to which he used to tune in,
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but I haven't written its name.

He would tune into this channel, this radio station was based in Zambia or countries like that and then this gentleman
would say listen, don't take part in politics, rather go to school, rather continue with your education and he would ignore
him, but he would switch off the radio, because he was quite an obedient child.

Then after some time I was still very scared of going to prison and I was putting up at my workplace and the other day I
came, found that he was not yet back. Then on the third week, I bought him (indistinct) because he used to be very
nervous when he came out of detention, but he was determined to go on with this activities.

But he didn't come back and I even (indistinct), then after some time, Coetzee came at my workplace and said Regina,



have you not heard where your son is, then how can you ask about the whereabouts of my son, because you are the ones
who took him away.

And then he said no, no, he was discharged, I said no whether it was discharged or what, he didn't come to my place and
then I was very worried and we wondered what had happened.

Then I went to my brother who was a clerk at Africa House, but he is deceased now. And Vukhile and I just didn't know
what to do and we couldn't guess where Malawu had gone to. And after some time Coetzee came again and asked me
again which relatives, which of your relatives, who are your relatives, so I asked him what are you going to do with
them and he said, no, I just want to ask from them if Malawu didn't come.

Then I told him about Letqatazano, Quaqwana in
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Queenstown, I told him about my mother in Grahamstown and I told him Vitha who is in Zwege and my brother. I told
him about Nqontla's mother. Nqontla is my sister-in-law with whom I stayed, she is not here now, she is in
Johannesburg with her kids.

Then I told him about my home and this man is a Special branch man. They used to go to my place at Mglana, go to
Grahamstown, they would go to Zwege to look for him, then he would come back and say, no we can't find him and
then I would feel there is something suspicious about this.

So I went to Mr Ganunu, Silis Ganunu, he was at the time, he was at Korsten, and I explained to him and then he would
listen and he would ask me what I want him to do and I said, I would like to know the whereabouts of my son, because
these Boers say they discharged him and Mr Ganunu would write and then he called me by phone because I have given
him the phone, he would ask me to call in his office.

When I got to his office, he said show me the letter which you got from Pretoria, which said that Malawu was
discharged and he asked to be dropped near Despatch, somewhere Despatch or Uitenhage, I can't remember.

So I thought well, because he had friends in Uitenhage, he had a girlfriend also who teaches at Uitenhage also, so I
thought maybe he went to them. I just assumed that he must have gone.

But we continued with the search but in vain. My mother wrote a letter and said to me Nomvula, my brother in
Queenstown has written to me telling me that in Queenstown a phone came which said Malawu was in exile.

And even this letter well, you better accept it because if he is in exile, he is free from the police harassment and PORT
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arrests and then I was to a certain extent comforted under the impression that he was in exile, then my uncle Gatazia
from Queenstown, he came to a funeral, Mrs Jessy's funeral, he asked me, he was with his wife, he asked me who
Malawu was and then I said Malawu is my son, he said is that so, because I receive a phone call from him, but he can't
describe his voice on the phone because Malawu had never phoned him, they were not very close.

He said I got a phone call from someone who said he was Malawu, who said he was in exile. So we left it at that, just
assuming that he was in exile and then some were saying if he is in exile, then you will never know where he is and who
he is because they give themselves false names, because of that they can't write letters, because there could be letter



bombs and all that.

So I left it at that, it was all dark as far as I am concerned. But all this time, Mr Coetzee continued his visits to me at my
place of work, so much that at one stage I said to him, I think you just coming here to ask me about Malawu instead of
you telling me what you did to him and or else, you show me his bones and Mr Coetzee would say, no, no, no, we don't
know him.

Then I said, no, I also don't know where he is, so he would leave me. He came back the other day asking if I hadn't
heard any news about Brian and I said no. He asked me - I haven't written this in my statement - he asked me if I knew
Sipho Bikana - I said I know the Bikana's, I know Banu Bolama, but I met him at - when he went to Victor at Africa
House, that is where I met Banu.

And he asked - Mr Coetzee asked me if I knew Sipho Bikana, I said no, I don't know. He said okay, all right,
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if you don't know, then he would leave. Then after some years, years continued, years and I was still under the
impression that he was in exile because there was no news about him, it was all quiet, then some kids, Vuku kids who
were in exile, they came after the unbanning and all those who had children who were in exile, were called. I was one of
them.

And then we were asked to prepare for these kids because they were coming. He was just speaking generally to all of us
and said anyone who has a child in exile can prepare for his return. I was very hopeful and exited thinking that now the
time has come for me to know about the whereabouts of my son.

Then when the people from exile returned, one guy from the Vuku family from Grahamstown, the Vuku's were at
Dafort, his father is still there, I think they've gone into hiding, then he said, Nomvula, where is Malawu? He said aunty,
because they all call me aunty, I don't want to talk about other people's affairs, I said but how come and someone said,
you see this child doesn't look stable mentally, then I left it at that.

And then I had gone to a funeral at Dafort, I met one child. I said to Linzeli what happened to Zindele and then Zindele
said to me, we waited for Malawu in exile, he never came.

Then I went to attorney Moodley and (indistinct) to explain this and I even had Malawu's photograph which was
brought by the Vukhile whilst he was still a student in Grahamstown, I took this photo to Moodley and explained to him
as I just explained to you. Moodley tried to search everywhere and then he called me the other day on the phone
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next door, on one of my neighbours, Mrs Mnyana, I was called by someone, Mr Moodley wanted me on the phone.

I said what is it? regina, I've tried everywhere to track, to find out about Brian, I can't get any news, any trace of Brian
and so that's how it ended. I didn't take any other steps since that time up to today.

MR POTGIETER: I just need to ask you some detail so that we can see if we can be of some assistance in trying to help
you to find out what actually happened. Is it so that when the police removed him, removed Brian from home in June of
1978, he was living with you, he was living at your house?



MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Yes, that is so, no, he was staying at home in Qamla, except when he would leave, go visit
friends or go to Uitenhage to his girlfriend, but then he would come back.

He was always moving about, but he would come, but the reason for that, he was always being arrested so he didn't stay
in one place because he would be detained now and again.

MR POTGIETER: His things, his property, was that at home where you were living?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Yes, yes, his belongings was there and some of his possessions were with his girlfriend in
Uitenhage, but this girl returned them, she returned this somewhere here at home.

MR POTGIETER: Is it correct, it seems as if he disappeared without having taken any of his possessions at all?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: No, he didn't take anything from his possessions, he was, he had a navy blue pair of trousers
on and a check jacket. I can't remember the shirt, the colour of the shirt now.
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MR POTGIETER: Can you still remember where he was detained after the police took him in June of 1978? Where did
they take him?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: No, I can't, no I don't know. I don't want to lie. Because as I was saying to you, I was scared
at the time, I was scared even to visit him because I was scared of, very sceptical and apprehensive about his
participation in politics. Even if I was with him, I would be very scared when he raised his fist and I would stop and
then I would say stop this, because I don't want us to be followed by police and he would laugh at me.

MR POTGIETER: You said he had a girlfriend?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: (tape starts) ... a child with this girlfriend, no.

MR POTGIETER: Contact the girlfriend? I know that he never contacted you, but was she ever contacted by him after
the police took him?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Yes, this girl was a teacher then, she came to my place at the time because the police had
visited the girlfriend. I don't know how the police came to know about their relationship, this girl came, carrying
Malawu's possessions in a plastic bag, that's the last I saw her, but I heard that she got married.

MR POTGIETER: This policeman Coetzee that you're talking about, was he one of the policemen that removed Brian
from home when they took him on the 9th of June in 1978, was he one of them?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: No, I can't say, there were just too many of them, there were eight of them as I said. And
you know, you just got out, you were sleeping and you were woken up by silly knocks and you're scared and still
sleeping, I
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can't say whether he was there or not, but all I know there was a thickly set, White man and then he said, here, we



found him at the station, we brought him and then they left and then that's when they said to Nqontla she must come
with him, because she knew too much, but then they asked her to go back at the gate, so I can't really say whether he
was there, I didn't even know those policemen.

MR POTGIETER: How old was Brian when he was detained?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: He was born in 1952, on the 18th of October, in Grahamstown. I think therefor, he was
about 25 or 24, thereabout.

MR POTGIETER: You mentioned that you gave a photograph of Brian to somebody else, have you still got another
photograph of him?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Yes, I do have a photo at home. The one that was given to Moodley, he was still a student,
he was still in his school uniform. He was still at Nearosa Secondary school, the other one I have is just a card, he was
not in uniform, we were together, he was with another girlfriend of his, to my two cousins, I have two cousins who were
in this photo, that's the one photo that we still have.

MR POTGIETER: It might be of some assistance to us, it might be that we would want to have a look at that, so I hope
it is possible if we want to have a look at that that you can make that possible for us?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Let me say, do you want me to, what do you want me to, where shall I take it to? Because it
is here at Qamlana, can I take it to Gratini, where can I take it to? Or the other thing, last year I went to Grahamstown to
a funeral at the Paghela's, a cousin, my cousin Nehme, she is as old as I am and I was at her place, okay.
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She quarrelled with her daughter then I said, Nehme, you are so happy because your kids are here with you, you can talk
to them, quarrel with them and then said to that quarrel, but with me it is so different, I don't even know where my kid is
and Nehme said, Nomvula forget about this child because this child was killed by the Boers, but they don't want to tell
the truth.

MR POTGIETER: We really understand the pain that you must be experiencing and we appreciate you sharing it with
us. Perhaps, it could be of some assistance, when he was at Rhodes University, what was he studying, what was he
going to become?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: You know, he didn't stay long at Rhodes before he was arrested for politics, it was hardly
three months, three months at Rhodes then he was expelled. I don't know what he was studying.

MR POTGIETER: I understand that you would want us to help to find out what has happened to Brian, you have
indicated that you suspect that he could have been killed after his detention?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: No, I have no doubt, I have no doubt about that, I am sure he was killed, although I cannot
bring any proof, but I am sure he was killed.

MR POTGIETER: Is there anything else that you would ask us to do?

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Well, Honourable Commissioner, my wish would be that to know where he remains are,
then I can arrange a funeral, even if I depend on pension. I don't work, I am old, I am diabetic, always going to the
hospital, but I am prepared to bury his remains from that money.

MR POTGIETER: We have made a note of that. I've got no
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other questions that I would want to ask you, I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson.

ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you, our dear mother. When one listens to hear the story from another parent, from
another mother, then you feel sure that nothing can be worse than this story, but then you are surprised when someone
else comes and brings a story similar to your one.

What is nice about all this is that you shared your pain, you've made it public and so it becomes the pain of all these
people from Port Elizabeth, it is our pain, we grieve with you and we will try as much as we possibly can to meet your
needs and wishes to the extent that we can.

Thank you.

MRS NOMGQOKWANA: Where did you say I should take this photo, where shall I take this photo to?

ACTING CHAIRMAN: We do have officers here, Ms Maya will explain to you later, but she will explain to you.

--------------------
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DATE: 26-06-1996 NAME: SYBIL ROBIN STOLS

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 1

MR BORAINE: Chairperson, for one reason or another we've had to change the order a little bit, so I hope the witnesses
aren't becoming confused, everybody will be heard, but we are just trying to accommodate different people's needs.

The final witness before tea if that is in order with you sir, is Sybil Robin Stols, and I would call her to come to the
witness stand now please.

REVD TUTU: Please, please, please.

MR BORAINE: Good afternoon Mrs Stols. We are very pleased to see you.

MRS STOLS: Thank you.

MR BORAINE: And you are most welcome.

MRS STOLS: Thank you very much.

MR BORAINE: I hope you will try to relax a little bit, take a deep breath, that's better.

MRS STOLS: I'll try.

MR BORAINE: I know it is hard, and I know that you've had a very long wait like everybody today and I am not going
to delay you very long before I hand you over to one of my colleagues, but I would like to ask you to take the oath.

Just before I do that, we know that you have a very tragic story about the death, the killing of your husband. We are very
sympathetic and we are appreciative of your pain.
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Would you please stand do take the oath.

SYBIL ROBIN STOLS: (sworn states)

MR BORAINE: Thank you, please be seated. The Reverend Bongani Finca, Commissioner, will take care of you now
as he listens to your story, thank you.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Chairperson. Good afternoon Mrs Stols.

MRS STOLS: Good afternoon.

REV FINCA: Are you feeling relaxed?



MRS STOLS: Yes, thank you.

REV FINCA: Good. You have travelled a long way from Grahamstown to come and give your story here today. And
we are very grateful that you have done so.

MRS STOLS: Thank you.

REV FINCA: You have told me that you are quite nervous today and you have asked me to lead you. You have asked
me to take you through your statement and ask you to confirm what you already have here before us.

You are Sybil Robin Stols and you are here to talk about your partner, Thys Stols?

MRS STOLS: That's correct, yes.

REV FINCA: Your partner disappeared on the 3rd of July 1987, is that correct?

MRS STOLS: That's correct, yes.

REV FINCA: He left your house - did he say where he was going to?

MRS STOLS: He said he was going to Walmer Gardens, Walmer Gardens.

REV FINCA: Walmer Gardens?

MRS STOLS: Yes.

REV FINCA: Do you know what he was going to do at Walmer PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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Gardens?

MRS STOLS: Well, they normally played pool and they have a drink amongst friends.

REV FINCA: And on the 4th of July 1987 you were called by the police and they told you that his body had been found.

MRS STOLS: That's correct yes.

REV FINCA: Where did they find his body?

MRS STOLS: In Soweto.

REV FINCA: That is Soweto in Port Elizabeth, not Soweto in Johannesburg?

MRS STOLS: No, in Port Elizabeth.

REV FINCA: You then drove to Louis Le Grange police station and you were asked to identify the body of your
partner.

MRS STOLS: That's correct yes.

REV FINCA: How was the body when you found it?



MRS STOLS: The body was so burnt up and it was so bad, I don't think anybody could identify it, so I just prayed and
then I went into the mortuary and I said I just wanted to see his feet and by looking at the feet, I identified him in that
manner, that way. That's the only way I could.

REV FINCA: Mrs Stols do you have an idea why your husband was killed in this way?

MRS STOLS: I don't know, I have no idea, not at all. No I can't understand that.

REV FINCA: Was he in any way involved in the political conflict that was prevailing at the time?

MRS STOLS: No, not at all, no.

REV FINCA: What was his work?

MRS STOLS: Mechanic, he was a diesel mechanic.

REV FINCA: He was a car mechanic? Mrs Stols, you say that
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the police informed you that the murder was political?

MRS STOLS: Yes.

REV FINCA: Do you know why they are saying the murder was political?

MRS STOLS: I really don't know.

REV FINCA: Eight men were involved in the murder they said?

MRS STOLS: Yes.

REV FINCA: Were these men charged?

MRS STOLS: They were at the court, but they weren't charged, no.

REV FINCA: They were not charged?

MRS STOLS: No, they weren't.

REV FINCA: So there was no court case about this matter?

MRS STOLS: There was a court case but nobody was charged.

REV FINCA: Nobody was convicted?

MRS STOLS: No.

REV FINCA: Mrs Stols, how do you feel about the death of your partner?

MRS STOLS: I feel very sad and I feel it shouldn't have really happened, but I also feel that they shouldn't just get away
because if you take a life, it is very wrong. Is that all?



REV FINCA: Is there any request that you want to make to the Commission on this matter?

MRS STOLS: I would like to see his murderers come to trial and be charged. Is that right?

REV FINCA: You don't know the eight men who were involved in this case?

MRS STOLS: No I don't know.

REV FINCA: Do you know the police station where the
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matter was reported?

MRS STOLS: Louis Le Grange.

REV FINCA: Okay, so we can get the information from Louis Le Grange?

MRS STOLS: Yes.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mrs Stols.

MRS STOLS: Okay, thank you.

REV FINCA: Chairperson, I've got no further questions.

REVD TUTU: Dr Boraine.

MR BORAINE: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Stols, I am not going to keep you long - I know that you are very nervous
today.

Was there any possibility that your husband, that the motive for the murder was theft? I mean did he have a car, was the
car found, how did he, have you any idea how did he get to where he was found, was anything stolen, a watch perhaps
or money, any details at all?

MRS STOLS: No, I don't think it was theft, no.

MR BORAINE: So his personal belongings were still on him?

MRS STOLS: Well, I mean ... (tape ends)

MR BORAINE: Charged, I know there is a difference between somebody being charged and somebody being found
guilty. Were they actually being charged with the murder of your husband?

MRS STOLS: I don't think so, but I know they caught about eight of them. I know they were caught.

MR BORAINE: Just a last question. Did you have a lawyer at the time who could represent you at the court case?

MRS STOLS: No, not at all.

MR BORAINE: Thank you very much.



MRS STOLS: Okay, thank you.
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REVD TUTU: Dr Ramashala.

MS RAMASHALA: Mrs Stols, do you have any children?

MRS STOLS: Yes.

MS RAMASHALA: How old were they when their father died?

MRS STOLS: Only the one son, he was 16.

MS RAMASHALA: He was 16 then?

MRS STOLS: He was in standard 8.

MS RAMASHALA: What does he do?

MRS STOLS: Pardon?

MS RAMASHALA: What does he do now?

MRS STOLS: He is a manager.

MS RAMASHALA: Manager. You say that the death of your husband affected you. Could you describe a little more
how did it affect you, particularly physically.

MRS STOLS: Physically drained. Physically drained and emotionally, very much so.

REVD TUTU: Actually you have done very well for somebody who is nervous.

MRS STOLS: Yes.

REVD TUTU: Thank you very much for coming. We want to express to you our very deepest sympathies for what
happened to your family when your husband was killed in this vicious manner.

And we hope as we said to the other people who testified, speaking about their own pain, that God will strengthen you
and God will embrace you with His love and compassion and that the loneliness that you must surely experience, will be
(indistinct), that you will know that God is Emmanuel, God with us, present in pain, in anguish, in death, in awfulness
that God does not leave you, does not leave us.
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But we as a Commission will seek to come to the bottom of all of this and point out that the awfulness of our past
includes atrocities of this kind which don't know colour.



And we just hope that in a way to that the pain that you have will enable you to have a solidarity with other women,
other mothers, other wives who have gone through similar experiences and that that solidarity will strengthen you, will
uphold you as you share in the tears and yet say we have come through that hell and now we are in this kind of country.

And pray that things of this kind will never happen again to anybody. God bless you.

MRS STOLS: Thank you very much.

--------------------
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DATE: 27-06-1996 NAME: THEODORA N. TIYO

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 2

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Tiyo, can you hear me?

MRS TIYO: Yes, I can.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: All right. We are going to listen to your evidence when your
daughter was killed. Before we do that we would like you to stand up so that the
reverend here next to me, reverend Xundu can please lead you in taking of the
oath.

THEODORA NOSISI TIYO: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Mr Commissioner, I am handing over to you.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Mama, we usually get somebody to assist you and Dr Mapule
Ramashala will be the one to guide you when you give the evidence. I am handing
over to her.

MS RAMASHALA: Good morning Mrs Tiyo.

MRS TIYO: good morning.

MS RAMASHALA: I would like to express my apology, because I am going to guide
you in English because I have not been communicating in Xhosa, I am afraid to
insult or use abusive language. Are you all right?

MRS TIYO: Yes, I am all right, thank you.

MS RAMASHALA: This witnessing is a very tragic one. Very typical to several
stories we've heard throughout the country. The tragic killing of children. Mrs
Tiyo will relate her story of what happened to her 11 year old daughter on the
19th of August 1976.

MRS TIYO: I am Mrs Tiyo. I am the wife to the Qwaiy clan
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family, my birthplace is here in Port Elizabeth, but my husband originally is
from Uitenhage. He died in 1970 and he was detained during the time he died.

He got ill, he was arrested for theft because they said he had stolen a watch
and then he suffered from a sore throat and then it was said he cannot continue
his sentence which was six months and then he was released and then I looked
after him.

We had two children, Sipho was born in 1960 and Xoliswa was born in 1965. I
would like to talk about the person concerned.



On the 19th of August I left Sipho and Xoliswa, they were preparing for school.
I was working at Walmer at the time. When I got to my place of employment, I
requested that I should be given a half day because I was afraid that something
terrible could happen. The situation was very unhealthy during that time.

When I came to the station I could see that the people were looking at me in a
funny way. I asked them what was the problem, why are you looking at me like
that? some of them were just staring at me. They told me that my daughter had
been shot dead and I wanted to know more details and then they directed me to my
mother-in-law.

I went to my mother-in-law and found out and confirmed what I've heard. My
mother-in-law informed me that she was also called by some of the community
members and she was also informed about the shooting.

She claims to have gone there and then she went to the spot and the scene where
the daughter was killed.

MS RAMASHALA: Take your time Mrs Tiyo.

MRS TIYO: My mother-in-law informed me that by the time she
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arrived there, my daughter was already covered with a blanket and then when she
asked the other people, the standby's informed my mother-in-law that they found
her gasping and then they covered her.

When I asked where was the child, my mother-in-law informed me that there are
two girls who said they will be taking her to hospital. It was said nothing
could be done to her, because she was certified dead and then she was taken to
the mortuary.

I was still at my place and we were in the process of mourning. I saw one
gentleman coming, he is Monopogela. The gentleman asked me, I would like to
state that I never took this seriously, but now that I am here, I can think that
Monopogela also came. He asked me questions and then I informed him about the
tragic death of my daughter.

He took information from me and then she left. I thought Monopogela would sent
some people, or press or whoever to cover the story, but I waited for a long
time and then he never returned.

On the third day I saw a hippo which was just next to my house. When I
confronted them, they informed, they asked me if Xoliswa is mine, I said that it
was my daughter who was 11 years old. He said I must go to Mount Road so that I
can identify the body.

I indeed went there and I found her dead. There were a lot of other children,
they were packed as a load of sheep. There were so many bodies there, I couldn't
find my child, but I was taken to another room which was separate from this one.
I could see one of the children and my daughter was also next to that.

They asked me what am I going to do and I told them
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that I would go to the undertaker to arrange for the funeral. Okay on the 20th
of August the funeral was arranged and it took place. I would like to mention
the fact that I received a letter from Golden Mine but this information is not
recorded in the statement, because I am recalling some of the incidents.

I received this letter from Gold mines. I went to the 5th floor in one of the
buildings and was informed the contents of the letter.

I was informed that it is the letter informing me that I was supposed to go to
Grahamstown for the court hearing. I waited for quite a long time. Years went by
and nothing happened. Some people advised me to go the South African Council of
Churches, so that I can be assisted because the Council of Churches was giving
people supportive services.

So I went to them and informed them about the whole situation. When I got there
I found one of the ladies who stayed in Walmer and Zondani who stayed at Dora. I
was taken to the lawyer at Permanent Building Society, it was Mr Hasla. I gave
him the information and the details surrounding the tragic details surrounding
the death of my daughter and I explained that I've been waiting for too long and
nothing is going on.

Although I went to the legal representative, Mr Hasla, nothing happened either.
I felt that I should go to the Black Sash so that they can also assist me. I
informed them about all the steps that I had already taken which were all
unsuccessful.

I was advised to go to the Nedbank to one of the lawyer, Mr Brooks. I went to
Nedbank and Mr Brooks accepted PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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my case. He said I should go and wait. I waited for quite a long time again.

I reminded him again because it took a long time also for him to make any
attempts to contact me. The lawyer said he is going to Grahamstown so that he
could find out what was the problem. Why is the hearing not taking place. Even
then, after that promise, I didn't receive any assistance.

I kept on reminding him, trying to find out what was going on. The lawyer, when
I went for the third time, he took out the files, put them on the table, stated
that these are the files from Grahamstown. I asked him what should we do now, he
said no, there is nothing that could be done, because this has happened a long
time ago.

He gave a R5-00 note and then he said I must go home. I took the files along.
Sipho was also politicised because he was a member of the Black Power, this is
the type of organisation which was also founded at the time.

I was always afraid that he might also get injured. I tried to discourage him to
do so or join any type of organisation, he would pretend as if he has stopped,
but I could see that he was continuing.

At the end he left my house and stayed with the friends, because he wanted to
continue with the struggle. One day I was sleeping at my place, there were
people who came to knock at my door and said Mama Tiyo, open the door please.

They came in and they informed me that Sipho has been injured. Sipho had already
told me that due to the harassment that he was receiving from the police, he and
his friends were planning to leave the country. At times they wanted to sleep at



my place, but I refused because I knew
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that Sipho was also wanted by the police.

Then when he came the other day, when these people came in, they informed me
that he was injured and he has died. I asked the reason and then they said it
was a quarrel related to the girlfriend.

I buried Sipho and nothing happened thereafter. After some few weeks the police
came in and they asked me where my son was. I reported that he had been buried a
month before. They informed me that Sipho is going to cross the country, they
have learnt about that information.

I was surprised because I informed them that my son was dead and he had been
buried. Seemingly they did not believe me. I told them to go to Headbush, the
undertakers, so that they can confirm that my son was dead.

Probably they went there because they never came back again. I'd like to mention
something else again. There was a day when the councillors evicted me from my
house. I asked what was the reason for my eviction.

I knew that I was a bit lagging behind with the rentals of the house, so that is
why I was not up to date with the payments. I went to my family and then they
assisted me with the money, so I had to pay the rent.

I paid only for one month. I approached one of my friends and said I have got an
odd job and I am not stable mentally and I requested that he should go and pay.

MS RAMASHALA: Mrs Tiyo, did you say that Sipho was also killed?

MRS TIYO: Yes, Sipho was also killed. They said they picked him up when he was
dead, he was about to cross the country at that time. He had already informed me
that when he disappears, I shouldn't look for him.
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MS RAMASHALA: How old was he then?

MRS TIYO: I approached one of my friends and I reported that I was unable to
miss the date of the job because I was doing odd jobs. I had a program because I
had to go and request people to accommodate me so the friend assisted me and
added some money to the money that I had and she went to pay.

When she got there, they stated that the councillors informed me that the house
has been taken over. She informed me that one of the councillors has hidden the
file which belonged to me, so the lady brought back the money which I had given
her.

I was in a bad situation so I felt that I should make a plan. I took a padlock
and locked the house because I wanted to understand who was going to take the
house from me. I would go to my place and put up for the night at my friends.

At a later stage we could see that there was somebody who was moving into my



house. I didn't understand what was happening. There was another councillor from
Mendi who said he can understand that I was being cheated. He encouraged me to
sit and occupy the house. We were belonging to the same church.

I could see that he was angry about what was happening to me. I felt that this
might cause a problem and then I went to Mrs Tseqo so that I can inform her
about the problem that I was encountering.

Mrs Mseqo said to me I should just leave the house, I should pay the house and
update it and then she promised that when there is another house which is
supposed to be allocated to anybody, it would be allocated to me.
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I was directed to Mambamba's place and then I had to hire a room at Mambamba, a
one-roomed house.

I was highly affected by what happened. This was a very traumatic experience to
me, I was undergoing treatment and I received this treatment from Dr Maqina. I
am referring to Dr Maqina, not the one who was speaking and giving evidence
here.

I could see that I was having a problem. And then Maqina assisted me and an
application for a pension was made on my behalf. I appeal to the Truth
Commission to assist me. I cannot understand why was my daughter killed and why
was there no hearing about this killing?

I would request that the Commission should please make investigations and find
out what happened. I would like to know if the files are really in Grahamstown,
probably the Station Commander should understand that an 11 year old child could
not do anything, so I would like to know why was my child killed.

I have been affected severely by what has happened. I would also request that
they should find out about my house. I've been in the one-roomed house for quite
a long time. I do not mind whether I get another type of a house, as long as I
get one to replace the one that I lost.

I am suffering from arthritis, I always pay R100-00 monthly so that I can get
another house and people keep on promising me, but there is no construction of
houses so I am having a problem because it seems I will never be happy until I
get a house.

I am suffering from ill-health and I am unable then to fend for myself. I am not
shedding tears any more for the children that I've lost, but I am just thinking
about
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myself.

The Doctor gave me a letter. I want to apologise because I am going to mention
names. I was given a letter to go to Mr Mshlanga and nothing happened. I would
like the investigations to be made from the police and from Grahamstown to
understand what happened to my daughter.



That is the end of my story.

MS RAMASHALA: Thank you very much Mrs Tiyo. You say when you daughter - your
daughter was shot dead on her way from school?

MRS TIYO: Yes.

MS RAMASHALA: What was happening at that time?

MRS TIYO: I suspect that because there was chaos during that period, I can
mention that one of the shops was burning and apparently there were police vans
and there were also members of the South African Defence Force who came and then
they shot at everybody. There was also another child who was killed from the
Maliza family.

It was a lot of bodies when I went there.

MS RAMASHALA: Thank you very much. I hand you back to the Chairperson.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Revd Xundu.

REV XUNDU: You said you were evicted from a house. Do you now the Headman who
took you house?

MRS TIYO: Yes, I know. I don't want to mention names because we were ordered not
to mention any names, but if you say I must, then I will.

REV XUNDU: Yes, you can.

MRS TIYO; It was Sana who is at Mbizweni. Sana. Unfortunately he died.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Dr Ramashala.
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DR RAMASHALA: Mr Chairperson, would you please indulge me. When a child is born,
parents dream. When a child becomes of school age, and begins to see what could
be, they also dream.

They dream of becoming a teacher, a doctor, an attorney, an engineer, a nurse,
etc. Black South African children dared not dream, because dreaming was a
significant part of sleep and sleep was unsafe, even in their parents' homes.

Xoliswa was 11 years old, in Sub B at the time of her death. She had just begun
to dream about what could be for her. She could have become one of several
accomplishments because in Port Elizabeth there were several role models. There
were several models like Dr Njoka, Dr Ntsona, lawyers like Sila Skinunu, Cecil
Dock Sonjanu and other attorneys.

Numerous teachers, numerous nurses, numerous members of the clergy. At the same
time our children such as Xoliswa were confused because the 1970's were the
height of unrest.

While everyone else's child was going to school, Black children were dying.
While everybody else's child was skipping rope on the streets, Black children in
the townships were too afraid to either venture on the streets or look out the
window of home or school.

South Africa, wake up, this is not fiction. It did happen. And we need to



intergrade it into a consciousness, we need to mourn not only our children like
Xoliswa, but we also need to be outraged about their dreams deferred, their
dreams aborted, our country has been cheated of the talent that could have been.

Mrs Tiyo's life has changed and changed for ever. She has been greatly affected
like others by the death of her
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two children.

Her dreams for her daughter have been thawed, shattered, aborted.

Xoliswa at the age of 11, can no longer dream about what could have been. We
will accomplish reconciliation only if we acknowledge, mourn, show (indistinct)
then forgiveness for South Africa to move on in spite of our past.

Mrs Tiyo, I am making this summation on behalf of your children. Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Dr Ramashala. Thank you Mrs Tiyo.

--------------------
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(tape starts) ... and then we were going down and I was bleeding. I don't know what it is that they were hitting me with, I
had a cut and then I escaped. I ran to my sister-in-law's and I was screaming.

PANEL MEMBER: Now this particular night is this the day people wearing balaclavas came?

MRS TSHANGA: No, that is later, that is later. Then I ran into my sister-in-law's house. She opened for me and she
said open the gate and I said, no, I can't open and I was urinating on myself and we called the police when she opened.

The police van came and I didn't know what had happened to my husband and then I screamed and then the police
shouted and said I was making a noise. I said no I am not making a noise, because my husband has been attacked by
AZAPO and the police said, no you UDF are full of nonsense.

And my husband says no, I am here and then they took us to Le Grange and then they came back to check the damage in
our house. We gave a statement but that didn't go anywhere.

The same year, 1985 we were not putting up at our house because we were scared. So we were putting up at one of my
sisters-in-law's house. One night a child came and said AZAPO is on its way to us and my husband went out and we
heard some shots and he was shot.
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And I was going to my sister again to tell my sister-in-law that AZAPO had come again.

And he was being brought to my sister-in-law's place and they were carrying him, he had a gun shot wound on his leg.

PANEL MEMBER: Now this particular one you are mentioning now, are they confused in the statement because
according to the statement that is later?

MRS TSHANGA: I said no, so my sister called the police and not the ambulance, then the police came and they had a
look at him and they called an ambulance and the ambulance took us to the police station, took us to the hospital.

And at the hospital two Boers, Detectives came and they asked my husband which organisation did he belong to and he
said he belonged to the UDF and it was a White guy who spoke Xhosa and they took a statement but they didn't go
anywhere with that statement and my husband spent some months in the hospital and he came back.

One of his legs was shorter than the other and he was a very nervous person now.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you. On this day, on the day the police came at night, the police came claiming to be



AZAPO, what happened?

MRS TSHANGA: The police came at night at knocked at our home, they were with Magiselogo, he was a member of
AZAPO. They knocked, they kicked the doors and the door was broken in the middle and they woke my husband up,
hitting him and they took him out.

And they took him and his younger brother Velapi, and they locked them up.

PANEL MEMBER: But the statement seems to be upside down a PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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bit. Let me just ask you a question. When the police came to your house wearing AZAPO attire, was that something that
was normal?

MRS TSHANGA: No, they did that. Sometimes it would appear to be police and sometimes it is AZAPO. And
sometimes they would knock and say we are police only to find that they are AZAPO members.

PANEL MEMBER: So was this a trick played by the police so that they pretended to be AZAPO to perpetrate the fight
in the township? Did the AZAPO people go with the police normally?

MRS TSHANGA: Yes, yes, they did. Also when my husband had been discharged from hospital, you would hear gun
shots in the township. Three police came to my place and they wanted to search our house, they said your husband has a
gun. I said where does my husband get a gun? And then they wanted to break the floor, I said, no you can't break my
floor, because my husband doesn't have a gun and he is not here. And then they left and then I told my husband when he
came. PANEL MEMBER: So you went to the policeman at (indistinct) and asked about this gun. I don't know what they
said to you.

MRS TSHANGA: They came back and then at some stage this Tshaka's were quarrelling and having a conflict with him
and this slogans on the walls written.

PANEL MEMBER: Just tell me, your husband when they went to the shop and when he came back, when he said he
was from a shebeen and they accused him of attacking someone at the shebeen.

MRS TSHANGA: That day some Tshaka's knocked at night and my husband was asleep and then they came, there were
12 of
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them.

They were with Sergeant Jeje and I said to Sergeant Jeje, we've come to you now. My husband was a very quiet person.
I said to my husband do get up, they want you. So he got up and he put on his clothes. As he was putting on his jersey,
his younger brother Velapi came and said what's wrong my brother?

And he said I don't know. And he said you don't know what it is when you've just attacked people at the shebeen and he
said have you come to fetch me for that, something that I don't know about and they hit him with a gun and put him out.

And even then my children ran to their aunt and my sister-in-law came.



PANEL MEMBER: Was someone charged for that or was he the one who was charged? Was he charged?

MRS TSHANGA: No, he didn't go to court.

PANEL MEMBER: On this particular day in October 1987, what did your husband do?

MRS TSHANGA: He was from court where they were being charged for an alleged murder and later that night he went
to his aunt Zhisakele Thingane. He went to Zhisakele's place.

PANEL MEMBER: Was Zhisakele related? What was Zhisakele?

MRS TSHANGA: She was also a member of the UDF. She was a member of the UDF. So he said he was going to
Zhisakele. I could see that it was too late and I was very impatient because he was not coming back.

I went to his older brother. I explained to him that it was too late and my husband had said he was going to Zhisakele
and I was worried that he may have been attacked
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by the trackers, so we went with my brother-in-law to Zhisakele. He didn't come to his place. So we went and as we
were going we saw a big crowd of people.

I said to my brother-in-law do you see that crowd?

He said, yes I see those people, but I am scared of going there because you are also limping. I said I am also scared and
then this tracker van stopped and appeared and said that he stopped the van and he was scared.So we went home. I
stopped at the gate and waited, and waited, very worried and hoping that he would appear. Then appeared a blue kombi
with dimmed lights, and then it stopped at the corner and a Boer who was wearing a white shirt, appeared and opened
the kombi. I thought someone was calling to come out the van, they went off again, slowly.

And I waited, and waited, I said to my brother-in-law do you see this kombi? He said, yes, I see it and then I waited for
a long time and then eventually I went to bed.

And then the following morning at seven this truckers in their van came to report that my husband was hanging
somewhere near the school.

PANEL MEMBER: And when you got there, what was he like?

MRS TSHANGA: I didn't go myself. I didn't go to where he was hanging. Where I saw him, I saw him in a photo at the
police station. I just saw someone standing against the tree wearing his hat.

PANEL MEMBER: Was there an inquest or a post-mortem?

MRS TSHANGA: Yes, yes there was a post-mortem and I even went to the lawyers.

PANEL MEMBER: Which lawyers were these?

MRS TSHANGA: They were lawyers, ANC lawyers whose offices were near Africa House, some street there, just
below Africa PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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House.

PANEL MEMBER: You don't remember the names of the police, you don't remember their names of these lawyers?

MRS TSHANGA: No, I don't remember because I was very nervous at that time, I was very worried. But what
happened before my husband was buried, we had frequent visits from the police and they were telling us that they didn't
want more than 200 at the funeral.

Just before the funeral, during the vigils they didn't want political vigils, they just wanted the ordinary prayers and even
at his funeral at the cemetery there were hippo's and rovers and he was buried and after his burials, after three days,
police came they wanted the death certificate and without thinking I just gave it to them.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you ever get that certificate back?

MRS TSHANGA: Yes, they did return it, they did and then I was called at eight after that, at the police station at eight.
And at the police station the doctor ...

INTERPRETER: The interpreter can't hear properly.

MRS TSHANGA: I don't know if you said that at the post-mortem, because the person that told me that was a Detective
from A and in the statement his name is, Johnny Macqwevani, he was a Detective then, he said the Doctor found that
there was some alcohol content in his blood and then I said I don't know about that because my husband doesn't drink
any more, he uses some tablets because of his health condition.

PANEL MEMBER: If we were to ask you how many children?

MRS TSHANGA: Four children, we had four children at the time.

PANEL MEMBER: Where are these kids?

MRS TSHANGA: The two older ones are not working because I
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pay for the younger one, for whom I pay R120-00 from my old pension.

PANEL MEMBER: What would you like the Commission to do if you were to make a request to the Commission?

MRS TSHANGA: I would like the Commission to find out about how my husband died because I never got a clear
explanation about his death. Even at court I wasn't called. My brother-in-law was called and he was told that my
husband had killed himself and he was shown the photo.

I would like the Commission also to assist me with the education of the children because I struggle, I depend solely on
my old age pension.

PANEL MEMBER: Any other thing you would like to say to the Commission?

MRS TSHANGA: I would like my sister to say something as well, my sister-in-law to say something as well, to add.

PANEL MEMBER: Give us your names, your full names please.



MRS R TSHANGA: I greet you to the Commission, the Truth Commission. It is a long, long story.

PANEL MEMBER: Can I get your names first?

MRS R TSHANGA: My name is Rosie (indistinct) Tshanga. I am married to the Tswanjane clan at Gamtoos area. My
maiden home is at Walmer.

PANEL MEMBER: Go on.

MRS T TSHANGA: There is so many things to say because there are so many things that were happening. Some of the
things we don't remember because of the manner in which we were being harassed at Walmer in 1985. We were being
harassed by the police with ... The police would come out and the children would run to the bushes.

When they got to the bushes, the AZAPO members would be
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there and they would assist the police. The people whom we called amaTshaka, they always carried sjamboks in their
hands and they would get in from door to door and from house to house attacking people.

This went on for quite a long time and we couldn't do anything about it. In 1985 my brother, there were 43 children who
were coming from Walmer. There were few of them who were left behind and they were all UDF members.

A police van came in during the night and they were with the AZAPO members. They went to my house.

PANEL MEMBER: Please take your time Mama, because we want to listen properly and attentively to your story.

MRS R TSHANGA: They started to harass me and went to the extent of asking me time and again where my brother's
were, I kept on saying I did not know where they were. They left me. Even not far from my birth place I could hear cries
from some of the houses.

PANEL MEMBER: You can take your time Mama, we will just take a pause.

MRS R TSHANGA: The reason for me to be emotional is because the Boers always harassed us and they would lie
about us. I couldn't tolerate the cries, I went to look what was happening and I found that there was a hippo, a rover, and
I realised that Velapi, my brother, has been taken away.

They threw a tear gas canister into the van whilst my brother was inside. I asked them why were they doing this and I
was chased away. Because I was afraid of them, I left. Mikhisile Mukwe was a member of AZAPO, I believe he is still,
he was also in the presence of the police.

Velapi was taken away and after a few minutes, he was brought back again. We went to Mrs Xodolise's place because
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there were comrades who were keeping vigil to the house. I want to mention that there were so many that were arrested
by the police from Walmer, some of the comrades went to Walmer. I do not know who told the police, but they were



able to go to Mrs Xodolise's place and you found that there were some of those I can quote as Sodoza and Duminiva and
they harassed the comrades.

So they had to leave the place as they were afraid of the police. I'd like now to say something about my brother's story.

I was still in bed and I could hear that there was a lot of noise next to my brother's place. I was afraid to go out, but I
looked through the window and I could see that there were people around his house. It was not long and I heard his
wife's crying and then he said I must come, my brother is being burnt.

I became weak but at a later stage I went to assist him. I could see that he was burnt. I called the police and then a rover
came. They could see that there was something wrong. They asked us what was it, we said we are the UDF members
and they insulted us.

The police went there, but I could see there was nothing wrong with him, they just damaged the property, but he was not
burnt fortunately. It was early in the morning then and then during this period the AZAPO members ran away, because
it was now during the day.

I was in my house, I heard that there were sounds of gun shot and I was afraid that those shots might be coming from
my mother's house. I am worried because a lot of people in my family were killed, my brother was the third one who
was being harassed and attacked.
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But you could realise that nothing was done about all these killings.

When I heard the shots, it was about nine or ten, again his wife called me and I ran out. My brother was a hefty man. I
could see that he was unable to walk and he was carried along by some of the youth. We went to assist and support him.
We dragged him along because he was very heavy for us.

I had to call the police so that they could help us. I think there were over 20 cars that came and they came to my house. I
informed them what was happening and then they asked who was shooting my brother. I said that I did not know, we
just heard the gun shots.

They also asked me to which organisation do I belong. I stated that I was a UDF member. During that period, Sipho
who is a member of AZAPO, came along also. Then my sister asked what did he want there.

Then my husband was taken with the ambulance. He was taken to the police station and then we were informed that the
police were asking my husband to which organisation does he belong. When they realised that he was a UDF member,
they didn't continue to assist him.

He was admitted in a hospital. When he was discharged, we realised that he was limping now. One leg was shorter than
the other. There were incidents later on. My brother and my uncle were arrested. I ... (tape starts) ... arrest them, stating
that they were arrested for other cases.

This happened for quite a long time. They would go from different courts to different courts. Once they went to
Uitenhage. The other day we were coming from court, we went to my place and we prepared meals.
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After the lunch he went to his house. When he was about to leave, he said I would see you before I go to bed. We agreed
that I would be seeing him.

I could see later on that there were vans going passed my place. It was not long, there were shouts and cries from my
family's house. Whilst I was listening and looking around what was happening, somebody shouted and said, Khulu has
hanged himself. I wanted to go to where they said he was, but they prevented me from going there.

The eldest daughter to my brother was also crying and she wanted me to go and see my brother. He was brought along
by the ambulance and I was shocked to see him dead.

He was covered and they were looking for another house, they were not coming to his place and the ambulance left. I
went to the police and we didn't get any direction and nobody cared for us. We went back to our place and our family
was gathered at my place.

We went to New Brighton and even there nobody informed us what happened to our brother. So he was taken to Vaki
Muswara.

I just like to mention that I have forgotten many of the things because in the beginning he was always assaulted by the
amaTshaka and they always assaulted him severely.

Each time you would find him, you will find he will always say it is the amaTshaka insertion here and here.

PANEL MEMBER: As I am listening to your story, I gather that the policemen were working hand in hand or they were
serving as imposters pretending to be the AZAPO members and then they would continue to do all the evils that you can
think of, claiming to be the AZAPO members. In other words you want us to understand that the police were deceiving
PORT ELIZABETH HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

12 R TSHANGA

people and trying to cause conflict among the organisations? I think they were trying to create an impression that they
were working with the AZAPO members, is that so?

MRS R TSHANGA: Yes, we believe that they were working hand in hand with the AZAPO members. Why I am
certain they were working with them, there were people who were AZAPO members and I knew them. Although there
were some of the people that we didn't know, but there were those that we knew that they were really AZAPO members.

Much of the people knew that the Walmer had the mostly they were the AZAPO members, Ebenhezer Maqwena was
always leading them. It was a terrible situation.

PANEL MEMBER: We understand that it is a very horrendous story.

INTERPRETER: The interpreter does not hear what is being said.

PANEL MEMBER: I would just like to know what would you like to happen? How can the Commission help you?

MRS R TSHANGA: I would like that the Commission should investigate our brother's death. I am certain that he never
committed suicide, we know that. The police and the AZAPO were always after him. The minute I think about him, I
become nervous and disturbed for quite a long time.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you very much. I am handing over to you Mr Chairperson.

REVD TUTU: Thank you very much. Any further questions?



MRS R TSHANGA: Please excuse me Commission. I have another wish. We would like to see the wire which they said
he used it to hang himself. They refused to show us, I also wanted his hat, they refused to give us the hat. His
belongings were also not all.
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We understand that he had a denim trousers on, but we just found the denim lumber jacket and a pink T-shirt.

REVD TUTU: We'd like to thank you very much to both of you. We are always dumbfounded by what we hear and we
are always short of words to comfort you.

We hope that you will get strength. We have heard many stories and everybody who has come to the witness stand
always expresses something which is painful. We wish that you could be supporting each other, we want to send our
condolences to all of you. We will try our best to meet your needs if possible, then we will be able to assist you.

Thank you very much.

I've learned that there are people who read newspapers whilst they are inside here, I would request that you should leave
the hall so that you can enjoy your newspaper, because we have already stated that this is a very solemn moment, so we
have to respect it.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27-06-1996 NAME: NOMATHAMSANQA M. WILLIAMS

CASE: PORT ELIZABETH

DAY 2

MR BORAINE: We have one remaining witness from yesterday. I call Nomathamsanqa Melia Williams. We ask her
please to come to the witness stand. Could we put the earphones on please. Could we just make sure you can hear my
voice and the translation. Can you hear at all through the earphones. Okay. Can you speak up a bit.

MRS WILLIAMS: All right.

MR BORAINE: You are Mrs Williams.

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes.

MR BORAINE: We want to welcome you very warmly to the Commission today. To say as I said to Mrs Tshanga that
we are grateful for your patience and we are sorry that we were not able to complete the roster yesterday, we had a very
long day and we are very grateful that you have come today as well.

Mrs Williams you are here to talk about what happened to your husband Zolile Bonisile Vumazonke, is that correct?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, that is so.

MR BORAINE: It is a very sad story of what happened in many townships during the height of the conflict when people
were necklaced and this is the experience you have had and you have come to tell us about it.

Ms Tiny Maya is going to lead you in a moment, but first I would ask you to please stand to take the oath.

NOMATHAMSANQA MELIA WILLIAMS: (sworn states)
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MR BORAINE: Thank you very much. Mrs Williams before I hand you over to my colleague, could I say I am sure you
must be very nervous and that is very understandable, but it would help us if you could get as close to the microphone as
possible and if you could speak with quite a loud voice so that everybody can hear. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Dr Boraine. Can you confirm that your names are Nomathamsanqa Melia Williams, at 48
Katsha Street, in (indistinct), Uitenhage?

MRS WILLIAMS: That is so. That is so.

MS MAYA: According to the statement in front of the Commission we realise that you are going to be talking about
your husband, late husband, Gerald Zolile Bonisile Vumazonke, who was killed in Uitenhage. Tell us who was Zolile,
how was he connected with community organisations as well as political organisations and then we can hear your story.



MRS WILLIAMS: Gerald Vumazonke, he was a UDF member. He was a member of (indistinct) in the street
committees and he was whenever something had happened in the street, he would be of assistance.

MS MAYA: Anything else you want to say about his membership to organisations? Anything you want to add about his
involvement with community organisations?

MRS WILLIAMS: No there is nothing else that I would like to add.

MS MAYA: Can we come to the 11th of January 1987, tell us what happened?

MRS WILLIAMS: On the 11th, Vumazonke was asked by his sister to go to PE, he was going to a funeral in PE. He
went to a funeral in Port Elizabeth, I don't know which
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funeral and whose funeral.

MS MAYA: And who is his sister?

MRS WILLIAMS: That is Nomazi Vumazonke, that's the one who asked him to go to PE.

MS MAYA: Why do you say that she persuaded him, she influenced him to go?

MRS WILLIAMS: They didn't go together. He went alone. The reason I put it that way is because when I think of this, I
became unable to talk, but I am trying to summon courage so that I can give my statement because I also want to hear an
explanation about his death.

I want to give this statement because his case was not followed up to the end. He went to Port Elizabeth alone, he went
alone.

And his sister had already gone by taxi and at the funeral he was late. People had already gone to the cemetery and they
went, they spent some time at the funeral and whilst at the funeral, a car came according to a report. The car came, I
don't know anything about this car. I wasn't there, I was - I remained in Uitenhage and this people asked and said to him,
we just want to ask something very quickly so he went to these people and whilst he was listening to these people, a
quarrel developed, he didn't want to get into their car.

And they forced him into the car and they left. After they had left, this is how the report goes, people had already come
back from the cemetery. These people asked whatever they asked him and they burnt him. They set him alight, poured
petrol on him.

MS MAYA: Who told you this story?

MRS WILLIAMS: That is his sister. His sister told me the
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story.



MS MAYA: Was his sister there when he was being taken?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, she was.

MS MAYA: Who did she say these people were, did she know them?

MRS WILLIAMS: According to my sister-in-law's report she told me the story long, after a long time when I asked for
an explanation. He was not very, very clear and vocal about this report.

MS MAYA: So how long after they left, how long did it take before you saw her again?

MRS WILLIAMS; They came back on Saturday late and she did not give me the report about my husband. I waited and
waited, I was waiting for her to knock and then there was a knock, but no one came in and no one ever came and she
left. I did hear the car stopping at her home and then they were from the funeral.

And she went out because she was staying at - she stayed at her place the following day. I got up, I thought she would
come and give a report to tell me how it went and then on Sunday, during the day, I went to her to ask her about her
brother.

The explanation she gave was that he was taken by some dirty and sloppy boys who went to burn him.

MS MAYA: Did you get this report because you went to check, to find out what happened from your sister-in-law?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, that is so.

MS MAYA: So that is what she told you?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes.

MS MAYA: What did you do when you were told this?

MRS WILLIAMS: When she told me this, on the third day
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because that was now Tuesday, a neighbour came and told me that, that was after some days, that Zolile left why don't
you go and look for him. I said I don't have money because the person who went with him, doesn't give me any clear
directions. Then at that stage his sister came and then she said, let's go sister.

Even if we are walking, just to look for him at Church Street in Uitenhage.

MS MAYA: Which sister, which sister is this?

MRS WILLIAMS: It is the younger sister. It is not the one who went to the funeral with him, because that one is
married. She is married at that street.

MS MAYA: Were they in good terms with the sister?

MRS WILLIAMS: They did quarrel before.

MS MAYA: Was she also a member of the organisation, the sister?



MRS WILLIAMS: I don't know. She belonged to the same organisation.

MS MAYA: Did you go to the police station?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, when I went to tell them that I was going to Church Street in Uitenhage, she said no, I shouldn't
go, I must wait for her. On Tuesday when I went to explain to her on Monday, so we went to Church Street on Tuesday,
both of us and then at Church Street we gave the statement and then we were told that we couldn't go and look for him
there.

We should go back to PE, so we took a taxi to Port Elizabeth. When we came to PE, we went to the mortuary and we
told them that we were looking for someone, for my husband who had left and didn't come back.

MS MAYA: Did you get any directions?
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MRS WILLIAMS: So they opened the barracks for us and we looked and we found him there.

MS MAYA: What did he look like?

MRS WILLIAMS: He was burnt.

MS MAYA: Was he still recognisable?

MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, his hand was lifted and the leg didn't get burnt, it was not burnt. So I asked my sister were you
asking him to come to Port Elizabeth to bring him to this, she said no, he has been damaged, he has been injured and
thereafter there was talking next to this coloured and this coloured asked if I was the husband and I said, no tell him,
don't hide anything.

If this is the wife, then I went again because I was shocked, I wasn't sure if it was him so I went again, I looked at him
and I satisfied myself that it was him. So we went back to where we were given the report where we found him.

And then they said we should wait the van is coming from Uitenhage. We waited for two hours and then she said we
should go. I said where to, because we have been asked to wait for the police here and then she said, no let's go and buy
apples. I said no we can't go and buy apples, we can't waste time on apples, things are bad now. It is a sad moment and
she was now crying, she was the one who was crying and I was trying to comfort her.

So we left, went out the gate and told the watchman at the gate that we are going to buy apples and then we went to buy
the apples. We didn't buy the apples and then that's how we left, because we had to go and give a statement.

MS MAYA: So you left before the police came? You didn't get any instructions from the police or anything?
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MRS WILLIAMS: Yes, that is so.

MS MAYA: Was any investigation made about the death or your husband?



MRS WILLIAMS: No.

MS MAYA: Does that mean no one was ever charged for his death?

MRS WILLIAMS: We were once called after two years.

MS MAYA: What did they say?

MRS WILLIAMS: When we were called after two years, we were called about reports that have been coming which my
sister didn't pass on to us and I just got from one lady and we went with my sister, she went first, when we got there,
they were already coming back, they were at the stop, at the bus stop.

She didn't explain, didn't give me any explanation and her brother was crying. I couldn't get any clear explanation about
the case so she took my child and said she will do everything for her, for my child.

MS MAYA: But you say you were getting request to come to the police but she wouldn't give her to you?

MRS WILLIAMS: I said no her, at her home, but she wouldn't pass them to us, but this third one, I got from another
lady from her family.

MS MAYA: When they came from court did they tell you that there was someone who was charged for the death of
your husband?

MRS WILLIAMS: No, they didn't give my any report.

MS MAYA: What happened eventually? How did you know what happened, did you know anything about the death of
your husband?

MRS WILLIAMS: No, I know nothing up to today.
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MS MAYA: So by coming here you have an aim or a request about what you would like the Commission to do for you?

MRS WILLIAM: Yes, yes. I need, I would like the Commission to find out for me what happened, how he died because
it is said that there was a fight and some damage was done to the chest and when I asked my sister-in-law to take me to
PE so that I could get a report, she didn't, she refused.

MS MAYA: And do you know where his sister stays, do you have her address? Thank you Mrs Williams, I am going to
hand you over again to the Chairperson, maybe my colleagues here would like to ask some questions. Thank you.

REVD TUTU: Thank you, Mrs Williams. I first want to express our gratitude to you and I would like to comfort you
and tell you that we share the pain. We share the pain with you and we have been listening to all these sad stories.

You are too young to be a widow, but there are very many people who have had the same experiences as you and as I
am looking, I think indeed what we didn't notice that our ladies who were not recognised as the real heroines because
you are the ones who are in the majority who come and give their stories here, we as men, I think we should take our
hats off for you because of you, because the freedom that we've got eventually, many a time, it is true that it is because
of the hard work of men, but I can see the majority, and the majority of us can see that the contribution of women is
very very great.

We thank you for that. Thank you to you to, thank you very much.



--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Reverend. Mr Barnes, we welcome you. Your case should have been heard yesterday when we
were dealing with the Queenstown bomb blast where some of your fellow sufferers who were affected in that particular blast, came to
the Commission to give their witness.

But we were told that you were unable to be here and we then arranged to hear you this morning. We are grateful that you have come
and we indeed welcome you and we look forward to hear what you have to add on the testimony of what happened on that very
gruesome act which affected a number of people in this town.

Adv Denzil, who has led the testimony of the other witnesses involved in that same act, will be leading you and I will now hand you
over to him to lead the questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Good morning Mr Barnes.

L BARNES: Good morning.

ADV POTGIETER: I repeat the welcome of the Chairperson. You drove in from Port Elizabeth especially to attend and to give your
testimony, welcome and relax and feel free to tell us your story. As the Chairperson has indicated, we have heard the evidence about
the background to the incident, it happened on the 3rd of December 1992 at the Spur Steak Ranch QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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and the evidence showed yesterday that you were one of those people who were directly affected as a victim in that incident.

So I would like you to take us through your story. Perhaps you can start off just by giving us a brief background about yourself, who
you are, where you come from, what you are doing, whether you are married and then you can deal with that fateful incident of the 3rd
of December, so it is over to you.

L BARNES: Thank you very much and thank you for giving me the opportunity as well. Yes, I am married, I have two children. A
daughter and a son. My daughter is 10 years old, my son will be 8 years old.

I work for a bank. My job entails extensive travelling throughout the whole of the Eastern Cape, I am involved in the operations side of
the bank.

And on that particular day on the 3rd of December 1992, I was actually on duty on route from Port Elizabeth to Umtata with a fellow
colleague of mine, who worked with me and we decided we were going to sleep over in Queenstown on that Thursday night.

ADV POTGIETER: You can proceed.

L BARNES: On that Thursday evening we only left Port Elizabeth quite late that evening, we arrived in Queenstown something after
nine o'clock, we then proceeded to book ourselves into the hotel. It was quite ironic that night, because when we arrived in town, it
was the first time that that colleague of mine had ever been to Queenstown.

I happen to be born and bred here, went to school in Queenstown, so I am familiar with the town. That evening when we arrived in
Queenstown, there were two women pushing
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a baby down the main street, just other side the Spur.

My colleague still remarked to me and said, is this safe with two women pushing a baby down the street at night and I remarked and
said, yes, well I grew up here, not knowing what was to follow.

We then proceeded to the hotel, we were - it was ten o'clock, we were going to go and eat and the restaurant at the hotel was a
Chinese restaurant and my colleague decided he wasn't interested in going there, because he didn't like Chinese food and he had
seen the Spur on the way in so he decided we would go to the Spur.

We then proceeded to the Spur and arrived there sometime after ten. I would guess between quarter past, twenty past ten. The Spur
was very full, it was full of young, school children celebrating the end of the year at school.

The waitress met us at the front door and there were only two tables available. One on the far left and one on the right and we chose
to go and sit at the table on the left hand side not knowing that a bomb had been planted under the chair.

We then sat down there, I actually sat on top of the bomb, if I can call it that. We proceeded to eat and it was roughly between ten
past, quarter past eleven, we had finished eating and I had gone to the toilet and on my way back, I saw the waitress and I asked her
if she would mind coming to take a dessert menu from us.

I sat down and the waitress arrived at the table and at that point the bomb went off underneath me.

It blew me into the ceiling, I can remember it quite clearly and I came out somewhere at the back.
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And it felt like quite a long time. I then heard somebody saying get up and follow me, it was the waitress' brother. I got up and I actually
walked out.

I got onto the island and I felt very weak. My clothes, my shoes, I had contact lenses, they were blown out. I then asked somebody to
help me.

A young lady came across and I gave her my number to phone. She then phoned home and told my wife what had actually happened.

The ambulances seemed to take a long time to get there but I'm not too sure how long that was. I was then taken to the Queenstown
Frontier Hospital and funny enough the Doctor that treated me there, also happens to be my father's Doctor, so I knew him.

On numerous occasions people would ask me what is your name, where do you live, just to check if I was conscious at all or if I was
absorbing.

I then went into a bad state of shock, my whole body was shaking from the shock. I had extensive burns and shrapnel wounds. Both
my legs and my stomach had shrapnel wounds in.

My legs, my back, my arms, my face, my whole body - I suffered 33 percent burns from the bomb. I overheard the Doctor in the
passage talking to a fellow Doctor at this point, to say that he didn't know if I'd actually make the trip down to East London, but if I
made the trip, I'd a good chance of surviving.

In the ambulance with me on the way down to East London was my colleague, Jerome Pieterse and the waitress, Heidi Cunningham.
We were the three most injured people, I think there were 21 or whatever people that were injured at that
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time.

We arrived in East London, it was something to two or quarter past two in the morning, the ambulance. The specialist was there to
meet me.



I was taken to theatre that morning at seven o'clock and I had numerous operations that followed thereafter.

At first they thought that I might loose my leg totally, they removed a table foot and a six inch nail that came out of the one lower part
of my right leg.

And he also said that I wouldn't be able to gain full functionality of it. It must have been a miracle, because first of all, I survived the
bomb, bearing in mind I happened to be sitting on it.

I went into hospital or into theatre that morning, it was a Friday morning. My colleague went in also on the Friday morning after I did.
We were all three in intensive care in the East London private hospital.

That, from then on I couldn't remember too much while I was in intensive care, I was heavily drugged, obviously in a lot of pain.

My whole body was basically bomb bandaged. My arms were suspended in the air by using pillow cases because of the extensive
burns. The next day my colleague went into theatre again and I was going in on the Sunday morning, when the Doctor, Specialist told
me that my colleague actually passed away, that was the Sunday morning.

He had suffered a massive heart attack from the shock and obviously from the after affects from the bomb blast.

Thereafter I had numerous follow up operations. I was discharged from hospital in a wheelchair the day before Christmas and then I
flew home. When I got home, I still
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couldn't walk.

I couldn't ride from the extensive burns, specifically on my left hand because I am left handed, so it was like starting all over again
teaching yourself to walk, coping with the trauma. My family suffered quite a lot, specifically my little son.

At that stage he was, what, four years of age - 1992, he took one look at me in hospital and ran away, he said that wasn't his dad.

He has suffered psychologically, he's got a speech problem which is directly related to the incident. The medical bills were in the
vicinity of R88 000-00 at the time.

Fortunately I do have a medical aid, but the costs of the medicine and the Doctors afterwards, is all for my account and that was, it is
heavy and today I still need surgery, reconstruction to my right leg.

Although I've regained functionality of it, there is a lot of muscle loss and I don't have all the functions of a normal leg what I should
have.

And that is really what I have got to say.

ADV POTGIETER: Well, thank you very much Mr Barnes. Is there anything in particular that you would want to request the
Commission to look at for you?

L BARNES: Thank you. Basically all I'd sort of want to know is the people that planted the bomb, will they be coming forward? Will
they be testifying? And what is really going to happen to get their side of the story and is anything being done about it?

That is all really I would like the Commission to be able to tell us.
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ADV POTGIETER: Thank you very much Mr Barnes. We have noted that. We are indebted and grateful that you have come and that
you have gone to the trouble of sharing your testimony with us.

I thank you very much and I hand you back to the Chairperson.



L BARNES: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions? Mr Barnes, we have already addressed ourselves as the Commission to your colleagues
yesterday.

But what I need to say just to you now is, it touches us deeply to see how profound that effect, how profound that event had an affect
on your life.

It is not normal and I do apologise if this remark is sexist, but it is not normal for a man especially in our culture, to shed tears publicly.

We always attempt to be strong and for you to come and share your story and to share your emotions with us, with the people who are
in this hall, with the whole of South Africa, and to show your emotions the way you have shown us, has touched us very deeply.

Our task as this Commission is to establish a complete picture of human rights violations in this Country.

And of course that picture will not be complete unless we cover all the aspects of human rights violations.

And the Queenstown event in the Eastern Cape is an event which touched us as the people from this region very profoundly.

We are going to be attempting to go to the roots of that story to find out what happened. One of the things that the Commission is
already doing, is to plan a hearing
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where political parties are going to be making submissions to the full Commission on their activities during the period of the struggle.

What things were authorised by those political organisations and why they were authorised and what things happened outside the
authority of political organisations.

And indeed the question that you have raised to us, I'm sure has stuck in our minds and we are definitely going to want to raise when
we meet with the political organisations which have claimed responsibility for that event.

For now, let it suffice to say that we have heard you. We convey to you our sympathies and we are going to go to the roots of what
happened on that day. Thank you very much.

L BARNES: Thank you. I'd just like to leave these photographs and these Doctors' reports for the Commission.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much. You can submit it to Mr Sandi.

L BARNES: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: I just wish to ask our Regional Manager to make sure that we do get a written statement from Mr Barnes, because he
has not had a chance to submit a statement to us at this stage.

Thank you very much.

---------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 22-07-1996 NAME: NOMAYEZA NOLUNGILE REGINA BATYI

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 1

NOMAYEZA NOLUNGILE REGINA BATYI: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu is going to lead the witness.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir, kind sir. Ms Batyi, is this your son?

NNR BATYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: What is your can name?

NNR BATYI: Machonane.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. I know that you have come to this Commission, because

your son, Vuyo was taken away from this earth in a very painful way. We would

now like to ask you to tell us a bit about what happened to Vuyo and just very

briefly about your family background as well.

NNR BATYI: I had five children including Vuyo I had five children. The eldest is Temba, then

Monde, then Notandu, then Vuyo, then Andile is my last born.

REVD XUNDU: Was Vuyo working?

NNR BATYI: No, he was at school at Mbaxo. He was still a school child.

REVD XUNDU: Which organisation did he belong to?

NNR BATYI: He was a member of the ANC, COSAS.

REVD XUNDU: Was he at COSAS? Was he a member of COSAS?

NNR BATYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: In terms of number 3 of your statement, your child Monde, to which organisation did he belong?
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NNR BATYI: Monde was a member of the ANC in the UDF. He was a member of QUWU.

REVD XUNDU: What is that?

NNR BATYI: I don't know, I didn't, wasn't too familiar with the political struggle. He is going to tell you.

REVD XUNDU: I will come back to him, but he was also part of the political struggle?



NNR BATYI: Yes, that's right.

REVD XUNDU: It is clear that in 1985 there was a consumer boycott?

NNR BATYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: What happened during that consumer boycott?

NNR BATYI: This is what happened. The consumer boycott was organised because people were complaining about certain things. I
myself was complaining about things.

And then meetings were held for us to unite against the authority of the Whites and we decided that each of us were complaining, all
of us were complaining although we were all working.

We always used to attend meetings and it became apparent, I sell liquor and we decided that we will sell liquor because the comrades
were going to get drunk and then not take the struggle forward.

I still sell liquor to this day. We then decided to stop selling liquor so that the comrades did not get too drunk.

REVD XUNDU: What was the reason that you people disagreed with the comrades?

NNR BATYI: What happened was that they kept coming there since they knew that I sold liquor.

And Andile Sishoba would always be among them and they
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would come and look for liquor there. And since I used to sell it, there was always liquor there. And I always had stocks in reserve.

They used to come there every day at night, looking for liquor and one day they had a clash with Monde and there were a lot of
children.

They came and they were silly and the clashed with Monde and Monde said you know how we live here, that we sell liquor, why are
you doing this.

They clashed and Andile ended up leaving. But he never stopped that, he kept of coming to the house and harassing us for liquor.

With these children, and they would come and just do what they - as they pleased at my place.

REVD XUNDU: You said that the one that didn't get along with these people was Monde?

NNR BATYI: Yes, he was also accused of being "pimp", whereas the struggle started in 1976 at a place called Quanxa.

REVD XUNDU: Tell us, the 19h of September 1985 at 8 pm, you were staying at Bongweni.

NNR BATYI: This is how this started. First Mbosela Makapela was burnt that day. Let me say people phoned me to tell me that
Mbosela Makapela, since he was Monde's friend had said that he and Monde were "pimps".

REVD XUNDU: Did you know of Mbosela Makapela?

NNR BATYI: Yes, I knew him, they grew up together.

REVD XUNDU: Why did he say that he and Monde were informers?

NNR BATYI: Because he was being burnt at the time, he was being burnt. Those who burnt him wanted to know
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together with whom were you an informer and he said Monde and I.

REVD XUNDU: And did they then come from there and try and bomb your place because of that?

NNR BATYI: Yes. People did inform me during the day that we were going to be burnt, but I didn't want to believe that because Monde
was a comrade.

And these small children, Notandu and Andile were also in the spirit because even the older one was influenced, but I didn't pay any
attention to that and the comrades when they were arrested, because Monde and them were all arrested, when the place was burnt,
Monde and Notandu were in detention.

And I was taking all the necessities to them, because Andile Sishoba was also one of the comrades that were in detention and I was
taking things to them, because there were police that I used to get on well with, and I used to take what they needed to them in
detention, and when there was one who was arrested, that wasn't found, I would go to their homes and I never thought that this would
happen to me.

REVD XUNDU: Let's do this. On the 19th they came to your place, and threw petrol bombs and did you see any of them?

NNR BATYI: Yes, I did. I saw them. The person that came in was Zola Majikela, he came into my yard. No, on the first day I saw
Samson only.

REVD XUNDU: It was at night?

NNR BATYI: Yes, it was at night. They threw things to my house thrice, but the first time I saw Samson Mabanga only. He was at a
house opposite me.

When I heard these shots, my house has big windows see,
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so I ran to go and peep and we saw Samson because there was electricity where he was and there was electricity at my place too, so
we saw him jump the fence, running away.

REVD XUNDU: In the evening, was that still in the evening?

NNR BATYI: Yes, it was in the evening. The electric lights were on.

REVD XUNDU: On the day of the 20th what happened?

NNR BATYI: The second time we were still sitting there, not suspecting anything, thinking that it had stopped and I had done washing
and there was washing at my uncle's place.

At about 7 pm - and I decided to go and take the washing off the line. When I had taken the washing off I heard that people aren't
singing and I looked and saw that the comrades had arrived and they were throwing petrol bombs at my place.

REVD XUNDU: Were they talking or were they quiet?

NNR BATYI: No, they were quiet. The people that I saw that day that came in into the yard were Boy-boy Mashinwana and Zola
Majikela. In front were a taxi person and another and Mandla Nobokolo and another one Gerald Mgole and Nquks Gwatshu.

REVD XUNDU: Just hold on. After that, did you go and report this to the police?

NNR BATYI: I did not report it then, I just left it. I reported it on the third day in the morning. There was no way I could report it in the
evening. I heard by their song when they came again.

REVD XUNDU: What did the police say?

NNR BATYI: I heard by their singing when they were coming again and they threw the thing again. On the
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Wednesday morning they came again and they threw something into my yard and Zola Majikela and Boy-boy came in.

Maningi Tsotetsi was busy on the outside. There were plenty of them, some of them I didn't even see.

REVD XUNDU: You say some of them weren't from Queenstown? Was it in the evening?

NNR BATYI: No, it was in the morning. This happened for three days, it was in the morning. We were on the inside of the house, the
windows had been broken, there were only frames left.

And we were looking at them from inside.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go to the police this time?

NNR BATYI: Yes, we did go to the police.

REVD XUNDU: What did the police say?

NNR BATYI: The police wanted to know are you coming to us Ms Batyi now that your children are here. It became apparent that I was
a laughing stock and I then asked them to please give me a truck so that I could load my things onto it and they said no, the truck is
broken.

I went to Van Tonder and Van Tonder said his trucks were being stoned in the location, he cannot give me a truck. We ended up
leaving.

REVD XUNDU: Where did you go to?

NNR BATYI: We went to Ezibeleni. We went to Gali's place at Ezibeleni and put up a place for ourselves.

There were two people there, Mrs Nonqobela and Zolile Gali that had homes there in the location, but couldn't come to their homes,
because they were housing informants.

They could not come to the location, because they were going to be burnt and people were creeping up on them at Ezibeleni, but
Laviza did not want anyone there, the police
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were watching them.

I had friends at Ezibeleni who had told the police about us and that we were guarded and the police were told to guard us as people
that had laid a charge.

REVD XUNDU: On the day of the 22nd of September at 8, you Temba and Vuyo went to that house in Queenstown?

NNR BATYI: Yes. We had dogs that were left behind. We did not take anything, I just left on my own without anything.

REVD XUNDU: Tell the Commission what happened on that day.

NNR BATYI: On that day we went to attend to the dogs and Temba came out. After that he got into the car, Vuyo was with me in the
car and Temba said I've got to go and tell Sipiwa something because we left without my seeing him.

He stays on the other side. We went around and stopped the car and Vuyo said that there was a friend of his that he used to play
soccer with that he wanted to tell something.

I remained in the car and Temba came in, Temba hurried back. We were waiting for Vuyo.

As he was getting out boys came, they had seen us. We didn't realise that they were coming to us, but they came to the car and
whistled and there were many of them.



And we saw Louise and other boys that we didn't recognise as well as Boy-boy Mashinwana and Samson Mabanga.

As well as Zola Majikela.

REVD XUNDU: Was this in the evening after 8?

NNR BATYI: No, it was before 8 in the evening. It wasn't, it was getting dark, it wasn't very, very dark, it was about eight o'clock in the
evening, but there were
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electric lights that were on and Temba had the car's lights on as well.

They came to in front of, they stopped in front of us, Vuyo was coming on and they called him and they said Vuyo, he stopped and
looked around and they came to him.

And he ran when he saw that they were attacking the car. Temba made a U-turn and I said Temba, let's go to the police and we
rushed off to the police station.

When we got to the police station and reported that this is what happened, Vuyo ran away and it is, we were being chased, they
wanted to burn us and a hippo came out and Temba followed it.

It had been a little while after that. I kept going to the police and then Temba said I see many people. I see a lot of people, but I can't
really see anything.

I went in again and I heard the police saying that Vuyo was in the hospital, that he had been burnt. I went to hospital and I saw that
Vuyo had been burnt.

REVD XUNDU: Was he still alive when you got to the hospital?

NNR BATYI: Yes, he was, he could still talk and I asked him what happened and he said I was burn by Samson and them. The nurses
said that I should leave and I left.

He was crying and he said that I should come back the following morning. I came back the following day and I was told that Vuyo was
going to be transferred to East London.

I came back the following day with his father and I saw that he was swollen, but I didn't speak to him. I saw that the head was very
swollen.

They said let's go and we went. We then decided that we were going to see him in East London. They left with
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Vuyo and we prepared ourselves to go to East London.

REVD XUNDU: Please give us some water. Take your time, take your time, please Ma'am.

NNR BATYI: It became apparent that I wasn't going to get the right thing from them and we kept going. I cried when they told us that
our child had passed away and said that we must go to the police station.

REVD XUNDU: Please take your time Ma'am. Don't rush. When we stopped outside the police station, his father said let's go to Dr
Nhlaban. We got to Dr Nhlaban's place and he gave me tablets and even an injection.

And we got back into the car - I cried. This needle made me drowsy and I woke up at home at Ezibeleni. At home I found that
Nonqobele had called people and when I saw people I cried again and realised that Vuyo wasn't there any longer.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get the report at the hospital that he had passed away?



NNR BATYI: I had heard through the prayer meeting because the people had been informed before me. And since they was saying
that Monde was an informer, he started as a comrade in 1976.

And I didn't realise then that he was a comrade. People just kept on coming to report to me about the activities that he was
participating in at the school while he was doing standard 8.

He then applied at Hilltown and his teachers would not give him testimonials. We met with Mr Yaqa and Monde went there because of
Mr Yaqa.

He assured us that when we got there, he would have fixed everything because the children that were staying in
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Mr Yaqa's street, he was helping them with their education.

Monde got into this other school because of Mr Yaqa and once again the uprising started.

I eventually got a telephone and I got a message and I went to his father at work and his father said that he is going to come with me,
and we went but we didn't find Monde.

We heard that the others were arrested. And we were told that he had been seen here and there, but he was attempting ways in which
he could hide and go home.

We came and found him at home. He stayed and then considered once again trying to get into a school at Butterworth on his own.

He eventually got into a school there but there too I got a phone call during the course of time, saying that children and teachers were
being detained.

REVD XUNDU: Let's just go back Ma'am to where you said that he passed away. Where he was, he passed away and then he was
buried.

NNR BATYI: Vuyo was buried at Ezibeleni at a place where I was staying. There weren't any people because the comrades couldn't
attend.

REVD XUNDU: Was anyone arrested in connection with this?

NNR BATYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How did the trial go?

NNR BATYI: There were those that were found guilty and others were charged with arson on the house. Maningi, Gerald and Thoza
were found guilty. The others were acquitted because they had an attorney.

Samson pleaded guilty and said, you see he had a scar, a wound on his hip and said that there was a child that had stabbed him, that
he hadn't assaulted.
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I don't know what happened to him, but all the others were acquitted.

There was another one that he had said that this child stabbed him, but he hadn't stabbed this child, but this child ended up serving a
prison sentence.

REVD XUNDU: So were the people that did this arrested and some of them were found guilty and the others were acquitted?

NNR BATYI: Yes, but they were not, they did not serve long prison sentences, because they were eventually released.



REVD XUNDU: Did this happened when the political organisations were unbanned?

NNR BATYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Was there anything, anyone in your family who was severely affected by this?

NNR BATYI: My husband ended up in hospital. It became apparent that this had affected him badly and he is still sickly today. But
even Monde cannot hear properly, because the police used to assault him and he never even got the opportunity to complete his
education, because wherever he went, all the schools he attended, there would be this political uprising and the police would come
and look for him and detain him.

REVD XUNDU: How do you think this Commission can help you under these circumstances?

NNR BATYI: I haven't finished talking. I haven't finished talking. I haven't said what the cause was of them burning.

I want the Commission to do this for me. In the time when we decided to stop selling liquor, while we were in a
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meeting, there were two nips of Gin. These nips of gin were put before the Committee, the boycotting committee and Moodi who was
living at New Brighton at the time, said that this nip had been bought at Batyi and the other one at Lalla Panzi and he and his
Committee would not say who had bought them and where they had bought them.

They just said that it was late already. And I wanted the Committee to find out who had bought these nips and where because I was
not selling liquor at the time.

The Committee refused to tell me that who had bought the bought at Batyi and I don't know about the one at Lalla Panzi and another
thing is before our place was burnt, Monde and Notandu were in detention.

I wasn't surprised by their detention because they were detained every time, but during all that time, I used to take care of the
comrades. I did not know that they would do something like this to me.

While they were in detention the police released Andile Sishoba only. Andile came to my house, Monde's father was there and Andile
Sishoba said he was with Zola Majikela and another fair child, I'm not sure what that child's name is, but I think that child was with
them. And Andile said - I asked, how are you boy and he said that he had been sent by Monde.

He said there are people that are staying in Hexigon that are being used by the police, that wear plastics. I think it is a boy and a girl
and what happens is when a comrade is detained, he would be asked do you know this one and if this person didn't know, they would
just shake their head, because they didn't want their voices to be heard.

And if he did know the person, he would nod. I head
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during the course of time, that this was Notandu and Monde, but he didn't want to say that to me.

REVD XUNDU: Did you hear? Did you say that you heard?

NNR BATYI: Yes, I heard from people that it was Notandu and Monde and he said that there were such people, but I did not suspect
that because I would always see them with the others when I took food for them.

The other women and children. Monde then said to me that another child came to jail once and said we have burnt Batyi's place and
now that we have burnt there, we have heard that Monde stays in Hexigon - that is where he is being kept.

He is the one that is telling the police everything. You know my house, I started building it in 1964, the one that has been burnt and I
didn't even retain a brick or everything. I finished, I completed building, started building in 1964 when Vuyo was born and I completed
it in 1984.



At my place I didn't have any electricity. Electricity poles were put up by me with my own money. My husband was working, but I did
the most because a mother is the ruler of the home.

The husband was working and he used to give me the money and I used to sell liquor. When I completed this house, I had accounts.
This house had 10 rooms and outside toilets and a garage and a bathroom and toilet inside.

There were 10 rooms.

REVD XUNDU: Is this the one that was ...

NNR BATYI: This is the one that was burnt. What was strange was that the comrades were looting the place, they were taking things
from these bricks and everything. People QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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were telling me this and I had reported it to the police and I would tell the police that there are certain people that are taking my things.

REVD XUNDU: Why did the police not take any steps?

NNR BATYI: The police - there was no police station in the location, it had been burnt and there was no way. Everything was just
upside down.

REVD XUNDU: Let's just go towards the end. What did you say, what do you envisage the Commission doing for you? How can the
Commission be of assistance?

NNR BATYI: What I would like to say lastly is what hurt me the most is that these children, some of them ran away and some of them
came back saying that they were in exile and they got top posts and they were not afraid of burning us and being seen by other people
as well.

Some would be, are now policemen, soldiers and body guards coming back saying that they are from exile, now in top positions.

How is it possible that these people in these top positions that are now ruling over us, have done such things. I would like the
Commission to investigate these things. And also you can see - the Government can see what it can do for me.

I would just like an investigation into why this was done and I would also like to know where this story came from about informants.
This is what I would like to know. I would like to know where the informants story came from, because I lived in the community, we
loved each other, I used to get along well with anyone.

And this came up during the time of the boycott and now that I had completed extending my house, it had to be burnt
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and during the time we were there, we used to get, we have to get water from far.

I am the one that made it possible for water, electricity and everything to be brought closer to us, even telephone poles. Since 1964 I
battled, I used to be in and out of jail for selling liquor.

And now this happened, I would like to know who did this to me and why. I don't think that there is anything that I can say that I should
get, but I feel that you can use your discretion, because Monde was also disrupted in his school career, because he kept being
detained.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am.

NNR BATYI: And also he doesn't hear too well and my husband was also severely affected by this.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much, Ma'am.

REVD FINCA: Let us just hear from Monde if he has anything to say.



M BATYI: I am Monde.

REVD XUNDU: I would like you to say what your involvement was in this and how you and your brother were involved in this and what
happened from there.

M BATYI: From 1976 every youth of my age had reached a time when he had to be involved in politics.

So all of those who are still young were also determined to be actively involved so in 1977 we then decided to be involved in the
struggle and we were detained.

A lot of us were detained. Then it went on and on until about 15 or 17 were left in the jail.

Then when it was time for the trial I and (indistinct) and Boy Mbanja and others went to court.

I did go to appear on my day and I gave my testimony,

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

16 M BATYI

but I didn't give an impression that I was an informer, though I was a State witness.

REVD XUNDU: Where was this hearing of the court?

M BATYI: It was in Grahamstown.

REVD XUNDU: Then after you had testified, did they say you were an informer?

M BATYI: Yes, in fact I didn't go there as an informer. I just gave my testimony, then I was taken back to the cell. The comrades who
were accused, came to talk to me encouraging me and showing me that I was on the right track.

And I would help them to go through and thereafter I never said a thing. I was then released on a particular day.

Like all others, I just went out, like any person released from jail. I didn't even feel that I had done anything wrong, then I went home.

Days went on by and by. One Saturday I heard by one person a boy called Duaqu that I was known as an informer and from that day I
got this disturbed.

I then went to Butterworth to go to school there. Then in June of the same year, people heard of it that I was an informer, then one day
Siphoma (indistinct) were with me there, there was a - Butterworth Youth Cultural Club, because I was a student at Xampla ... (tape
ends) (tape starts) ... to defend myself, so I went on until one day, though I used to have some minor clashes with the comrades of the
Butterworth Youth, even here at school in Xampla, I used to have some clashes with the teachers, until one day I clashed with one
teacher named Skombuza Majike and even my friends were also harassed, they couldn't even attend shows.

So I clashed with this teacher and I gave him a telling QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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and he in turn gave me, then he went the organisation and told them what I had said.

They had a plan of whatever. I was living in a place called Mission in Butterworth. There was a knock at the door one day and I was
sitting with a certain lady when there was knock and I asked the person to come in.

When the door opened, a lot of people came in and mind you, this was just a small room. Then they asked me that, they told me that
they wanted to see me as the Butterworth Youth. I knew that they had come for something, so I was taking them out with the intention
to close the gate.

Then it is then that they told me that they were going to take me because they wanted me to go to the organisation.

REVD XUNDU: Now, could we come closer now to this period here in Quamani. Now tell me, which organisation were you involved in
at the time Vuyo died?



M BATYI: When Vuyo died I was a member of the Youth Organisation, I was a member of the fund organisation with other comrades
like Ququloleko, Mongezi Noholoza and someone from the Nxulu family. We were in this fund raising group, going round collecting
money and even painting people's houses and not asking for any charges.

REVD XUNDU; According to what you know, what is it that made the people so angry?

M BATYI: What happened is that in Butterworth Nquks and Vusuma Mlangweni gave information that when I was in detention, they
received a letter from Mobele Mpenjana that I was the cause of their arrest.

Stembi Lasokwe was there cross-questioning me only to find that they didn't actually know the procedures of the court and most of the
information was not true and then
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Stembi dismissed them and asked them to go back to go and investigate in Queenstown how it so happened that I was known as an
informer.

REVD XUNDU: Then at the time your brother died, where were you?

M BATYI: At the time my brother died, I was in jail.

REVD XUNDU: So you were there with other comrades?

M BATYI: Yes, I was there. So we used to talk and shout at each other in the cells then I noticed that Notandu was no longer talking to
me.

And even the way we were served with food made me feel suspicious, then we played sick together with Sisho Balinqa because we
wanted to get information from outside, then we were sent to Frontier Hospital and we met the people who could give us information.

And one person told me that people who were looking for me to burn me and he told me about what had happened at home. I wasn't
so surprised, I just listened to everything they were saying, then we went back to jail.

REVD XUNDU: Let me say, this story of yours can be understood even the way you were harassed. I understand it, now I want to
know after hearing these details that - what do you now say could be done by this Commission? What do you want this Commission to
do for you?

M BATYI: This story I'm saying I am very grateful to be given this opportunity because comrades failed to bring light, true reflection to
the people.

In stead they spread false information and they received, I received cheques, that's what they said, which was a lie. For instance, I
was known to be having a watch that was a recording, even my sister too was known to be
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having some earrings that were recording and yet she was detained.

And yet people were saying she was not actually detained, in stead she was put there as a monitor and as an informer to an extend
that whilst I was in jail, a certain boy living just below Mr Mashoba's home by the name of Dondoy came dressed in the attire of the
marshals.

So as you know, we who are in jail always want information from outside, so every time there is someone coming from the others, we
always ask for information. So this boy joined us and we listened to what he had to say.

So he told us that he had been arrested because he had burnt a certain house, which he did not even know which it was. Then as he
was saying it, I kept on thinking that it was my home and ultimately he said, yes, it is the Batyi home.

Then he said we know that Monde and Notandu is in the Hexigon hotel, they are not detained. And he was saying this directly to me.



REVD XUNDU: Did this boy not know you?

M BATYI: Yes, he didn't. So what is most important for me, would be that the Commission should consider that I have suffered a lot.
There isn't a single year that I have spent at school.

I lost friends, even my brother because of some petty matters, because the comrades failed to tell the people the truth.

In the AGM of the Youth Organisation, I had to give an account and tell them why I was labelled as an informer. Then the people
present there were told by Glen Thomas that I made a statement in the Supreme Court and to the police on QUEENSTOWN
HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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my own accord, without being forced, and I really don't know where he got that information from, because I really know nothing about
him.

It is therefor my wish that the Commission should ask him where he got all this information from, because he said there at the Centre I
gave the information on my own.

He also thought that I should not be included in the structures of the community and so they were going to investigate.

And once more, this was brought to the attention of the AGM in Moreva and then the decision was taken that they are not going to
drive me away, I should go on until I cannot do it any longer.

Then I kept on working until in 1985.

REVD XUNDU: Now, do you want that there should be an investigation done with Glen Thomas?

M BATYI: Yes, because he said that I have given a statement on my own free will at the police station and yet I want him to tell where
he got that from.

Another one is that the community of Queenstown was not against my family, but there were certain people who organised the
community to act against my family.

All houses were keeping liquor and selling liquor in Queenstown. There was a decision that people should sell the liquor so that it was
out of stock.

So they were checking on the amounts whether they were still there, whereas at home, we were always keeping and not selling the
liquor as Andile said. So even that nip that was produced as having to have been bought at my home, was not true.

This was said in public and therefor the people had a
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negative attitude towards us, so these were money makers who were saying it.

And so people had their reason for doing all this, because we were seen as money makers.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Do you think that those are the only things that you want this Commission to look into? So I take it back to
you, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions? Let us now thank you for telling us your story which I feel is a very painful experience which
happened during this time of struggle, for one to be labelled as an informer, it would be very uncomfortable, because he would be
seen as an enemy by the public.

Even the way he would be handled, it would show the fury of the people.

So you have asked that we should investigate as this Commission about all the things you have mentioned so far. We promise that we



are going to investigate because we know that if a person has been labelled an informer, that becomes a black mark that cannot be
erased next to his name and even to his offspring.

As we see your mother crying, we know she is in great pain because of this stigma which is there for ever and it isolates a person and
makes a person to be ostracised by the community.

So we are compelled to delve into all this. This is going to be very difficult, but we are determined - we will try our level best. We
therefor thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 
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DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: SHEILA THANDIWE BLESS

MAKHULU

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

SHEILA THANDIWE BLESS: (sworn states)

MAKHULU : (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Over to you sir.

REVD FINCA: We now hand over to Dr Mapula Ramashela.

DR RAMASHALA: Good morning Ms Bless and Mrs Matiti.

ST BLESS: I greet you.

DR RAMASHALA: Your brother, Zandisile Matiti, was killed by the South African
police in 1985, is that correct?

ST BLESS: Yes, it is true, he was killed by the Ciskei police in Sada township.

DR RAMASHALA: Could you tell us exactly what happened and what preceded the
murder of your brother?

ST BLESS: I'll begin by saying Zandisile was a student in Freemantle because he
had a bursary. In standard 9 he was in Freemantle for standard 9 and 10. When he
was a student in standard 10 in April, they were found in a secret meeting
discussing about politics and they were expelled from school and they could not
be accepted into any other school, so I sent him to Msonxana Secondary in Sada
and the principal promised to take him in, but he warned that if there would be
any trouble, he would be held responsible.

So he passed standard 10 and got work as a clerk at the Department of Works. He
also became politically involved and we could see that one day on a Sunday he
came to me and
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said I couldn't sleep yesterday because last night, at about twelve, policemen
kicked the door and asked me to open and they came in.

I didn't know who they were, but I saw one I knew because we were at school
once. They asked me if I had gone to the funeral of Goniwe, then I said yes, I
had. Then they searched the house, but they could not find anything, then
Zandisile said they were perhaps looking for books.

And whatever books I had on politics, I had sent them away to Queenstown. After
some time having searched all over, they went away.



DR RAMASHALA: Please take your time. I know that this is anxiety provoking, but
don't rush yourself, just take your time.

ST BLESS: The he said they went away, then as they were going out, there were
policemen I knew because others came from all over.

This policeman felt pity for him. Some of the policemen were members of the
organisation but they were hiding this, then this policeman pointed me in a way
of warning me that I should be careful, so he tried to look for this police, so
as to get further information as to why you had warned him.

And then he, Zandisile came back and he said he had not found that policeman.
This particular Sunday on a certain day during the course of the week, because I
used to work at night at a Clinic in Sada, it was early in the morning at about
ten, it was very bad in Sada, there had been a very strong toyi-toyi in Sada,
people were chanting freedom songs in the streets and a rent office was burnt
down and there was an order that all offices should be closed because of
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the unrest and all offices therefor were closed.

I was still sleeping at about ten and decided to go out of the house and it was
completely quiet outside, except some children that were being beaten by the
police and there were shooting sounds.

The rent office was burning at the time and one man who was going passed, said
to me, Thandiwe, it will seem that your brother has been shot up there. Then I
saw a van, a police van up there ...

REVD FINCA: Could you be silent.

DR RAMASHELA: Take your time. Do you want to give her some water? Can I go back
and ask you a few questions? How old was your brother then?

ST BLESS: He was 25 years old.

DR RAMASHELA: Can you tell me why the rent office was being targeted or was it
just burning of offices in general?

ST BLESS: I don't know why the rent office was burnt, when I woke up the rent
office was burning. I don't know the reason for that.

I then saw the police van and went out of the house. I walked up the street to
the Clinic and asked whether they had not seen Zandisile there, they said no.

But I heard that he had come, but the nurses did not want to tell me. I then ran
to the Works office and the gate was locked, because it was ten in the morning.

From there I moved on and the streets were deserted, there were no people
moving. I went to the mortuary, Ngoma Mortuary and asked to look for the body of
Zandisile.

Then they said no, we don't have such a body here, but they had heard it is only
that they were his friends, then they took me in a car, took me to my house.
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At home, I went on to Zandisile's house and I asked the younger brother where
Zandisile was.

Then he said Zandisile had left after work and changed his clothes, walking
towards where I was staying. I again ran, because I asked the people that said
Zandisile had been shot.

Then the person who had told me, I asked for a telephone. I phoned the police
and they did not answer me until one of them said I should go to the police
mortuary in Queenstown. I went there in a Kombi to the mortuary.

And I wanted to make sure before I tell my parents. We went into the police
mortuary, I asked a White man whether they knew anything about Zandisile Matiti
and this policeman said, no he had come and he went with me to open there.

And I found Zandisile's body uncovered, naked and I asked for his clothes and
this White man said, the people who could know about his clothes, would be a
Black policeman.

Then he said, do you want liberation? If the Black policeman are going to kill a
Black person like this? Why don't they shoot him just twice, because he had
holes all over. There were even some bullets that had gone in, through the
mouth.

So I went away, home. We went back, then when we investigated the following day,
we found that Zandisile came out of his house to check on whether my house was
not burning.

And then that's when he met the policemen who were driving in a car, the
sprinter, and they shot him on the leg. Zandisile ran away, he ran to this old
woman's house. It is this old woman who gave us information.
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When Zandisile went into this house which is a two roomed house there is a shack
behind, Zandisile went into this shack, old shack in this lady's yard and
Zandisile had his hands up.

Then they shot him through the mouth, they beat him, they dragged him according
to this old lady, to the outside and brought him in front of this old lady.

They called him a dog, a crystal dog who had come to Sada to instigate. They
were saying all sorts of things, swearing at him.

Then those policeman ... (intervention)

REVD FINCA: If there are any people here inside in this room who are not mature
enough to know ... (tape ends)

DR RAMASHELA: You know this is a very difficult story to tell and in a sense you
are reliving what happened to your brother and that is why I am asking you not
to rush, but to take your time in telling your story.

She was at a point where they shot him through the mouth.

ST BLESS: And so they took Zandisile away and the policeman took him to a Clinic



and they did not take him out of the van and thereafter he was taken to the
police mortuary.

They left him there.

DR RAMASHELA: Was policeman by the name of Mali responsible for taking
Zandisile's body to the Queenstown police mortuary?

ST BLESS: Yes, yes, it was. We then laid a charge with Mr Magqabi and he looked
for an Advocate by the name of Soli, who is from Durban and he is the one who
handled the case here.

DR RAMASHELA: Do you want to take a break and, is it
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Makhulu if she'd like to add some details that you haven't included in your
story?

If you agree, then you could use that time to take a little break.

ST BLESS: Yes, I can allow Makhulu to explain further.

MAKHULU: I was in my house because it was windy, I had closed the door. I was
taking pills to give to my epileptic son. I just heard a bullet that was shot at
the window, then I locked the door.

Only to find that the person they had been shooting at had, was in the shack
behind. We hid and this went on for quite some time, it was quiet.

Then there was a knock on the door and we were asked to open. When I opened my
sick son stood up and peeped at the corner there, it was full of policemen just
in front of my house.

My son exclaimed because he had seen a dead person, so I went out and saw
someone laying there. There was blood coming out of the nose and the mouth and
the policemen were laughing.

The one called, Seti, asked whether he was my son, then I said no, I don't know
him. Then he asked where does he come from, I said I don't know, then another
policeman said, who is this person, where does he come from.

Then this one said it is the person that I had gone to look for at Dube and this
dog is, does not even come from here, he comes from Transkei then they pulled
him at his leg.

And there was a pool of blood and they pulled him out, dragging him out of the
gate and they put him at the back of the blue cars.
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So I closed my door. They went away, I then took a spade to cover the blood.
They went away with him.

While sitting there, I was asked to go to Quamani in Queenstown, asked to go to



the lawyers there. They asked me about what had happened, and I explained.

After a while, they again came and they said there was a court case in
Whittlesea and this policeman said there, this Zandisile was laying there, he
was sleeping there in the rent office under a tree.

Then I said, no, this one was not sleeping under the tree, because my name is
not under the tree, no rent office, they killed this man in my house. So the
case went on and then they said I could go and that was the last I heard of
everything.

The one that had shot him, died. Even another one who was there, died. It is
only others who are still surviving.

DR RAMASHELA: Do you remember the names of all of the policemen who were
involved in this?

MAKHULU: The one of them was Seti, his name was Seti, then another one Mrayi,
then Mntu, then Lobesi, then Mdamani.

DR RAMASHELA: Now you say Mr Seti is dead now, is he? Do you know where Mr Mrayi
- he's dead also?

MAKHULU: Yes.

DR RAMASHELA: How about Mr Mntu? What are they doing now, do you know?

MAKHULU: I'm not sure about Mdamani, but I think he's still working.

DR RAMASHELA: Where do they live?

MAKHULU: They live in Whittlesea in Sada.

DR RAMASHELA: The attorney, Mr Magqabi, where is he now?

ST BLESS: They say he is in King William's Town and Soli
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came from Durban.

DR RAMASHELA: You talk about how your brother's death affected your family.
Particularly your father, could you tell us a little bit about that?

ST BLESS: My father died from a heart problem after the death of Zandisile in
1993.

DR RAMASHELA: You mentioned a principal of a high school, do you remember his
name?

ST BLESS: He was Mr Qwacha.

DR RAMASHELA: And where is he now?

ST BLESS: He is no longer here now. I think he is in another place called King
William's Town.

DR RAMASHELA: I will come back to you Ms Bless, but I want to talk to Makhulu.
Makhulu, you witnessed, you and your son, witnessed one of the most horrendous



acts. How did you cope and how are you coping with that now?

MAKHULU: I relocated to Seymour after that. My son is sick and somehow I feared
that this would affect me, so I decided to leave the place where I was living.

DR RAMASHELA: How is your family doing and how are you doing?

ST BLESS: We are going on except our father who died. Then there is one sibling
who is still attending school. I suffered after the death of Zandisile. I used
to be on night duty, trying to run away from home.

People did not know that he was, the police did not know that Zandisile was my
brother and the policeman used to go and knock at my home.

One day in October, when I was at work at about nine, the police came, they took
me away, then I asked them where to, they did not answer. They just took me into
their car.
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I asked them whether I should take off the uniform, they said no, they took me
to a police station and we went into an office.

They swore at me, calling me a liar, those nurses who are liars, who are
politics, they wanted to make an example with me and the nurses think that they
are clever. they said there was a writing there on the wall fence, which was
swearing at Tsebe, then they asked me about that writing.

They said I had written it together with the children from Queenstown. They
wanted to know who was the writer of that. Then I said I knew nothing about the
writing, I had not even seen it.

Then they said someone had written it by night, then I asked them, how could I
do that when I'm on night duty, how can I go and write.

There were many of these policemen sitting around a table, then they called upon
a certain man and this was a watchman from our Clinic who had been questioned
day time and they asked whether they knew me.

Then he said, yes, he did. I was Bless. Then they asked this watchman where was
this nurse when they wrote that on that wall fence, then they said, you are a
liar, what did you say to us.

Then they pushed him, they opened another office and another old man came out
and they asked whether he knew me. Then he said, yes he knew me, I was Bless
working at the Clinic.

Then they asked where was he when there was that writing and they swore at this
old man because he said I was not there at that time.

I was surprised that they had kept this watchmen there. QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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These policeman kept on talking to one another side, then one of them asked that
we should be taken back home. I was taken back, so I was not happy at all
because of the Ciskei police, I was affected by the death of my brother,
Zandisile.



They were now extending it unto me. So we went to court and the person who was
sitting was Mr Magqabi and the Advocate was Soli. Then the policemen admitted
that they had killed Zandisile.

Then the Advocate asked why. Seti said he had changed with freedom songs. This
Advocate asked, then don't you want to be free and get liberated, he did not
answer that one.

So the case was postponed and we went back the following day. Soli said the
police were found guilty, that was the verdict. He asked Mr Magqabi that he
should see to it that the parent of Zandisile should get something, some
compensation of some kind and so Soli agreed.

Then we did not know how the policemen were sentenced. And there was no peace,
in fact we don't think they were given any sentence and even the parent of
Zandisile never got anything until he died and that was the end.

DR RAMASHELA: So nobody received his pension benefits?

ST BLESS: Zandisile's father was given R2 000-00 by Tsebe of Ciskei.

DR RAMASHELA: You don't say anything about your mother.

ST BLESS: My mother and father separated when we were still very young. We have
a stepmother, who had one child, who is still at school doing standard 9. Our
stepmother left after the death of my father and she is now in Cape Town.

DR RAMASHELA: In your statement you ask for three things. QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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That the Commission do something to expose the perpetrators and to find out why
your brother was murdered and that you want to find out what happened to your
brother's clothes and finally you ask very simply for assistance to erect a
tombstone on your brother's grave, am I correct?

ST BLESS: That is true, Ma'am.

DR RAMASHELA: Is there anything else?

ST BLESS: I also would like to ask the Commission to help us with the education
of this child who is still in standard 9, because I am married and I have my own
children, so I can't assist him.

DR RAMASHELA; This is your father's child, isn't it?

ST BLESS: Yes.

DR RAMASHELA: Chairperson, I just wanted to say that both Mrs Bless and Makhulu
really, particularly Makhulu witnessed a very horrendous situation and I am just
hoping that you are healing throughout these years.

The Commission has heard your request and we'll try and act on it in our
recommendations to the President. Chairperson, I hand over to you.

REVD FINCA: Are there any other questions? Let us now thank the old lady here.

Mrs Maiqa, we should thank you for your patience in this incident, because what
normally happens with people, they don't want to identify with incidents of this
nature, they will be claiming that this is not their son and ask that that



person should be taken out of one's yard, because it is not his child.

And yet if it is a child, it is also your own child. So we thank you for helping
this family.

Thandiwe, referring to you - I would say if it were
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those days when I wouldn't having fear that I am supporting women or I am
becoming supporting men, I would say you behaved in a manly way, because I am
not trying to suggest that there are men who are brave, because there are those
who are not.

Because the patience you had to make a follow up, following the police to where
your brother was, this was a brave deed. I've been listening to you telling us
that you walked and moved to the mortuary before going back to your parents.

That is a brave deed which cannot be forgotten. Your story indicates that the
policemen have hurt a lot of people extensively, even the people who were
fighting for liberation of this country.

What is most clear is that the contribution that the policemen have made towards
the Blacks, is also enormous in as far as bringing suffering to the people.

When they say White policemen perhaps were working for the Whites, so that they
could have it nice, not caring for the other races, we don't know what we have
to say about the Black people. What were they working for?

The Black policemen. We thank you for sharing this experience with us, we are
going to make a follow up, investigate to get all the information pertaining to
this matter.

Even the requests you have said to us are going to be taken into consideration
and there will be a proposal to the President. Now, I want to say to you, the
two of you and to the late Zandisile, we salute all of you. Thank you. Now go
back.

Let's now take the last witness before we go for lunch.

--------------------

 



TRUTH AND

RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: BARBARA MBALO

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

BARBARA MBALO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I hand her over to you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: We hand over to Adv Denzil Potgieter.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Good afternoon Mrs Mbalo. Can you hear me
on the earphones?

B MBALO: Yes, I can hear, I greet you.

ADV POTGIETER: Very good, thank you very much. You will be testifying about the
death of Fungile Livingstone Nkohla.

B MBALO: Yes.

ADV POTGIETER: And he was shot and killed by a policeman on the 26th of May
1993.

B MBALO: That's right.

ADV POTGIETER: And although Fungile is actually the son of your sister, you
regard him as your own son.

B MBALO: That's right.

ADV POTGIETER: I just want to ask you one or two things about Fungile before you
take us through the testimony. How old was he when he was killed?

B MBALO: He was born in 1965.

ADV POTGIETER: And was he still attending school?

B MBALO: He was a worker in the mines.

ADV POTGIETER: And this incident happened in Sterkstroom, is that correct?

B MBALO: That's true.
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ADV POTGIETER: Now, would you like to tell us what happened to Fungile, how it
came about that he was shot?



B MBALO: Yes, I can explain. In 1993 the COSAS asked that students should go and
march in town. Then on Friday there is a river in our town, on a Friday there
were many policemen beyond the river stopping people not to go to town until
twelve o'clock when the school children would be taking their complaints to
town.

So the school children went to town. When they were near a certain policeman,
superintendent's office, they were asked to stop by the policemen.

They then went back to the office and on their way, there is an office there
which they burnt. When the soldiers saw that this office was burning, they came
to the school children and the school children ran away and got into the
location, the old location.

The policemen parked their hippo's next to the office and walked to the
location. Then my son as he was running towards a certain house, which is near
our home, they closed him out.

Two policemen came towards him and shot him at the back of the head and he fell
at the gate of that particular house. They grabbed him and put him at the
doorstep at another house and phoned for other policemen who came and threw him
at the back of the van.

They kept him for two weeks at the police station. We went there as parents to
ask what he had done. Then we were told that we should come and identify him the
following Monday.

Men then went there together with his brother to identify the body. Then they
asked the brother to sign that QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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it was really him who had died.

Then they asked him as the person who had seen the body to sign. We again went
there on a Monday as parents to ask what he had actually done, then they said
the case was in the jurisdiction of Queenstown, so we did not go to Queenstown,
because we felt they were fooling us, because this actually happened in
Sterkstroom.

They kept him for a week and released him on a Friday, gave the body to us on a
Friday and he was buried on a Saturday. I did not see the policeman taking any
photo's at the scene of the death, I also had to cover his blood.

Then his uncle assisted me in the covering of the blood. Time went on and it was
quite a time with us waiting for the policemen to call us to go to court.

And they never came. I then in 1994 went to the Magistrate to ask them when were
they actually going to call us as the parents, calling us to court.

They said they had written a letter to Grahamstown and the reply stated that
they had called us long ago. At the time my son was asked to sign by the police,
the policeman made as if that child was going to go to court at that time, and
that child did not know anything about that.

That was the last letter I got from Grahamstown. Actually there was no court
case on this matter up to date. A policeman called Costa is the one who shot
him, but he is still putting on the police uniform. The mother to this child
fell sick because there had been tear gas, a lot of tear gas in the location.

The policemen were throwing tear gas in the location and the mother to this



child got suffocated and then the Doctor said he was suffering from cancer.
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This year in February she died with that pain, because she kept on asking where
are we going to court. Then I told her I had tried all the means, but there had
been no response to this effect and I told her I did not even have money for the
lawyers to go and find out.

So my sister died in February. That's the end.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Mbalo, thank you very much for that full account of what
happened. You said that a policeman by the name of Costa is responsible for the
death of Fungile and you say that he is still in the police force, he still puts
on a police uniform. Where is he - is he at Sterkstroom?

B MBALO: Yes, he is still working at Sterkstroom.

ADV POTGIETER: And did I understand your evidence correctly - at the time when
Fungile was shot, he was actually trying to get away from the police?

B MBALO: At the time Fungile was shot he was running to a nearby house. Then he
was shot out and he turned, that is how he was shot.

ADV POTGIETER: And it also appears from the statement in our possession that he
was never part of the, even part of the toyi-toyi that was going on?

B MBALO: He was not part of the toyi-toyi because he was a worker in
Johannesburg, but he had come back on holiday.

ADV POTGIETER: Did Fungile have any dependants, any children?

B MBALO: He was dependent on the parents because he has got a child who is 21
years of age, who is still attending school and he is mentally disturbed,
therefore he is still in standard 4 and that child now has been left with me and
yet I have got my own family and my own home.

ADV POTGIETER: And I assume that when, or while Fungile was
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still alive he was maintaining the child that you have to look after now?

B MBALO: It is like that because he used to buy furniture for us, even the
windows he bought for us. I only completed the building of the house only last
year in November. It is actually not complete, but I had to force matters
because of the - my sister who is ill.

ADV POTGIETER: You've also said to us that you went to see the Magistrate in
1994. Which Magistrate is that? Is it in Sterkstroom or where was it?

B MBALO: That Magistrate is there is Lututu.

ADV POTGIETER: And do you know his name?



B MBALO: I don't know his name.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Mbalo, before we conclude, is there any request that you want
to make to us as a Commission?

B MBALO: Yes, I have a request that Costa should come forward to ask for an
apology because they did not tell us anything about what happened.

They concluded on their own and this really hurt us - up to date, because it
shows us as if we did not care for our child.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Mbalo, thank you very much. I am going to hand you back to
the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Denzil. Are there any other questions?

B MBALO: I don't have any other questions.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Mbalo, we thank you for your evidence which is very clear to us
on the death of your son Fungile, who died in a very painful way, shot by the
police.

I think this is common here in Queenstown, most cases are centred around the
killing of people in this manner.
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We thank you for bringing this story before this Commission and your request
too, which is very clear that you want to know that what had happened for your
son to be shot by this policeman.

As I said before, we are going to try and investigate about all these matters so
that we get the truth. I also said there perhaps may be some matters that we may
not be able to consider due to time, but we shall try our level best because of
the bad experiences and the death and loss of your children.

We thank you Ma'am, you can now go back to your seat.

--------------------



DATE: 22-07-1996 SHANE BRODY

 

CASE: QUEENSTOWN EC 0278/96

DAY 1

 

 

Mr Brody, good day to you and welcome here.

SR BRODY: Thank you.

ADV POTGIETER: We've listened to the evidence of Mr Van Wyk and Mrs Van Wyk and
we have a fair idea of the incident in question, but we would very much like to
hear your evidence.

You are one of a number of people that were directly
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affected by the incident. So we'd like you to share your evidence with us, to
tell us what happened and what the consequences were for yourself and your two
sisters who were with you when the incident happened.

So please feel welcome and let us hear your evidence.

SR BRODY: Okay, thank you. Well firstly in the actual context of the whole case,
I would just like to very briefly tell you people and all the people sitting
here, something small about my background very briefly.

I was actually born and bred in the rural part of which was then called the
Transkei, where I was actually a forth generation. I grew up with the Xhoza
people, lived and actually partook in, how can I say, in their culture.

I actually really doubt that there are many White people who actually know the
Xhoza people like I know them. Xhoza was actually my first language which I
spoke until the age of about 4 or 5, I had to be taught the other languages.

My parents were both, well at that stage working class, you know, people. We had
nothing, I mean they battled for years upon years, I mean, to eventually get on
their feet.

Both of them were not actually educated people. It was as the Doctor earlier
said, it was - is a dream, you have dreams for your children and you hope and my
parents' dream was for their children to succeed in a way that they couldn't.

Due to their backgrounds they were basically, as I said, not from a wealthy
family or from a family which could have been advanced because of their
background.

We all know in the old South Africa, certain people were advantaged, being a
White person, obviously I also had advantages that most of the people sitting
here, never had.
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We eventually moved through to Queenstown, the Government of the day bought us
out and we were forced to move here.

I actually went to Queens in Queenstown where I went from Sub A until matric. My
parents explained that a person needs an education. When I got to high school I
studied Xhoza, which was actually co-incidently my favourite subject and also
the one that I did the best in.

From there on my parents sent me to Rhodes in Grahamstown, where I once again
pursued with my Xhoza at University level. I actually had, I would have liked to
have in the future, used it to teach people, mainly White people to learn the
language. I think it is very important that people know the language and know
the culture.

And the fateful night of the bomb blast I - it was the same day when I got back
from University. I was basically finished, I had an extra two subjects which I
had to complete the following year to eventually get my degree.

And we never, we hardly even went home, I just - I phoned my two sisters and a
friend of theirs and I had two friends also with me from Rhodes and we decided
to go for supper at the Spur.

Not having the money to do so whilst at Rhodes, I thought it would be a nice
celebration. So we went to the Spur, we arrived there quite late and we
basically, myself and my two sisters, their friend Cheryl, my two friends, sat
at the table directly next to where the bomb went off.

I had my back facing the table where the bombers sat and my younger sister, who
actually faced them, looked actually directly at them, she has now left the
country, I don't know if she would actually come back, but we, you know, trying
to convince her to.
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It was then I was actually chatting to her friend who was at my table, and
suddenly, I don't really remember much

but I was blasted right through the ceiling.

And it was actually basically, in our case, shrapnel wounds, broken bones,
severe burns and that is on the actually more on the physical side.

But the mental side, one, I mean, you can't really explain. It is just a, well
for me personally it is a feeling of, how can I say, actually betrayal that the
previous day I was in the, I was actually in the company of Black friends of
mine at Rhodes.

Rhodes from the outside may seem like a liberal, lots of people there like to be
fashionably liberal, I was never a fashionably liberal person. A very
interesting thing at Rhodes, in our dining halls, you found very distinct
separation of the tables of the Blacks and the Indians and the Whites and
whatever.

Until I said to a Black friend of mine that that is actually wrong. And in my
own way I tried to mingle and to mix, you know, which eventually we had a group



that actually did that.

And it just seemed that after getting that right at Rhodes to come back and to
be bombed, because the way I feel, of the colour of my skin, I do not actually,
I was as I say, brought up colour blind, which I would like to call it.

I have never really seen myself as being White because I'm not White. This table
cloth here is actually white.

This here is more brown than white. And I would just like to say that the whole
incident, changed our entire lives. I mean my parents it put them under intense
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financial stress, it put, it actually put me under intense financial stress, my
sisters I feel honour bound to pay my parents back for sending me to Rhodes.
Three years there seemed to be just a waste, it was my career gone.

As the Doctor mentioned, dreams. My dreams were actually broken in two seconds.

And I would just also like to say that I mean, the psychological side of things,
the physical scars are still there, they are evident. They have affected
actually all of our lives, I used to be a very keen sportsman, which I can no
longer play sport, because I've got shrapnel imbedded inside my tendons and
inside my bones.

I've got sections of my feet which are totally numb and we seem to battle with
oozing shrapnel and that, you know, none stop.

It seems to be ongoing problem. And my younger sister has actually been for
psychiatric treatment. It seems as though she will probably be quite
psychologically scarred.

My sister and I as we sit here, we both suffer from insomnia, I actually do not
sleep most nights.

Depression is a big thing and just the human factor of feeling that you were
actually worthless, people wanted to celebrate to kill you. And as I say it is
much like many people sitting here today, have suffered as we heard the previous
cases, it is, we come from a very broken society.

I'm sure we all know that and a fragmented society with there being problems on
both sides, but as already mentioned here, it must take an incredible hatred to
bomb somebody if not expecting it, who is trusting other people.

When I go out, I am sometimes told by friends and by family that I am actually
too trusting a person which people QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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say is a bad trait.

But to me that is a human trait, to trust and that is one thing that has just
been taken way, you know. That is a thing that died inside me, to trust a
person.

And as I say, basically it is the people who bombed us, I've - I personally



don't want them to come and apologise to me if they don't mean it.

Because true repentance inside your heart, you know, it would be wrong for me to
ask for those people to come to me and to say forgive me, you know, even if they
were not up to do that, the bottom line is that they have to want to reconcile,
you know, that is what this whole meeting and this whole Commission is about -
reconciliation.

And for people who don't want to do it, people who are seeking amnesty just not
to be in trouble, that doesn't really solve our problems, you know. So to solve
our country's entire problems is going to take a far deeper and a far more
intricate process and system than merely wanting someone to apologise.

So I have now basically told you people our physical damages, our psychological
damages and it is about it.

ADV POTGIETER: Now, I accept that your University career was ended. You never
ended your studies at University?

SR BRODY: No. I have subsequently tried through UNISA, but I just, I don't seem
to have what it takes to actually get my degree and the four year period, at the
end of this year, will have fallen away which means that I loose all my credits
which I've gained. I don't seem to have the memory and I'm incredibly short on
memory, I don't actually have a memory any more.

The first two years after the bomb blast people used to QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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get actually angry with me, because I would forget the simplest of things after
they'd drummed it into my so many times. And the stress of studying, studying,
gaining an education is really not a simple thing.

Many educated people sit here today, they know what it takes to actually gain a
degree or a qualification. And it is actually quite ironic in that in one of my
subjects, Sociology, we were asked to do a actually forgotten the word, but were
asked to do a project on affirmative action and I - all the facts and the
pointers were there in front of us, there I sat, I was a White male and I had to
draw up something stating that affirmative action should be used to uplift all
those who have been left out of things, of mainly in their working life.

And I went ahead and I supported that study, it was done by an entire class and
the funny thing is that being - they used our information we were told to
actually formulate labour policies and it just seemed quite ironical that here I
sit today with absolutely nothing, you know.

ADV POTGIETER: What did you, what course were you following at University?

SR BRODY: Sorry?

ADV POTGIETER: What were you studying at University?

SR BRODY: Social Science, I was doing Anthropology, Industrial Anthropology and
Sociology.

ADV POTGIETER: After the incident, what were you doing between then and now?
Were you employed?

SR BRODY: Well, after that my father owns a small farm near town, which is like
basically what he's been doing his entire life. Many of the people sitting in



the hall here today, will probably know me.
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I work very closely with the Xhoza people, I supply livestock to them, mainly
actually for cultural purposes.

Being goats and sheep and also cattle, when people have funerals or circumcision
ceremonies, maybe as the people say in Xhoza, if they want to Xapa someone, then
they come to us and they buy a beast, so I do work very closely with the local
community.

And as I say I also know their culture very well. And it is a culture which I
learnt to respect as I say from a very young age and a culture which I've come
to know very well. I will never know all the intricacies of the culture, but I
know a lot about the Xhoza people.

And that is another thing that I have to work over, is that okay, the people who
bombed us, didn't know who they were bombing, in my case, I just feel betrayed
that people who I knew so much about, and I got on so well with, actually
wrecked my entire career.

But I do not blame, they cannot be solely blamed, because violence in the South
African community was totally abnormal. And myself and my family have never and
will never, we never ever supported the Apartheid system, we were totally anti
it, but it did terrible things to many people.

On both sides of the political spectrum, people were changed. Their views were
changed, they - many people became radicles and I feel that I would like to know
who the people are who bombed us.

I would like to maybe ask them what sort of a hatred drove them to actually bomb
us. And if they knew the pain and suffering which they caused. Was it so planned
that they actually went in depth and found out or even could conceptualised what
future pain and suffering such an
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incident could cause.

ADV POTGIETER: We have noted that. We have also noted the other requests which
are contained in the statement that you submitted to the Commission. I will
address you sister in a moment, just to hear if she wants anything to add to
what you've said, but unless you've got anything else to add, I want to thank
you at this stage for coming and to share your story with us.

SR BRODY: Thank you, I just like to add one, actually add a question. We - as
was read out in a paper clipping earlier, it mentioned what organisation was
allegedly the cause of the bomb blast, or they took responsibility. I would also
like to know from that organisation if it was in fact them, what part of their -
in what part of their party's policy do such acts actually fall?

If you people could investigate that, it would, I would actually be, I'd
actually appreciate it, just to find out in what sphere does such acts actually
fall and what is there, why is it done. In their minds, what is the benefit of



such an act? Thank you.

ADV POTGIETER: We have noted that and perhaps just to emphasise that the mandate
of this Commission is not limited to investigating only incidents coming from
one side of the conflict, we are mandated by the Law to investigate an even
handed matter, all the Human Rights Violations that occurred between 1960 and
1993. So we've noted what you've said, and I thank you very much.

I just want to ask your sister, Miss Brody. We have a statement that was
submitted to us.

REVD FINCA: Sorry, Denzil just before you continue.

ADV POTGIETER: Sorry Chairperson.
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REVD FINCA: I understand that we are having quiet in the hall, but we are having
problems outside.

There is quiet in the hall, but there is noise outside the hall and that noise
outside the hall is affecting us inside here. Could I ask the police please to
attend to the noise that is outside the hall? Unfortunately we cannot appeal to
those people, they are very far.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you, Chairperson. Miss Brody, just to come back to you. We
have the statement which was submitted by your brother. It deals in great detail
with the incident, it deals with the affect, the consequences, both physically,
your injuries and he has also dealt with the psychological consequences of the
injury.

You have listened to his evidence, you have also listened to the evidence of Mr
and Mrs Van Wyk, is there anything else that you wish to add to what was said
already? Or is there anything else that you want to emphasise that you wish the
Commission to take specific note of?

MISS BRODY: No.

ADV POTGIETER: Is there nothing else that you would want to add?

MISS BRODY: No.

ADV POTGIETER: But I thank you in any event for being here and for coming and
being with your brother. Chairperson, thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much, Denzil, for that very careful handling of this
story which consist of three testimonies in one.

And for handling the questioning so skilfully. Could I ask if there are any
questions. Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I just want to make
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sure that I understand from all of the persons who were testifying because it
seems to me that it is true for us who are South Africans, that the dominant
factor which is called violence in South Africa in particular, is a factor of
Apartheid.

And apart from the individual loss, but there is something to say that whoever
thought of this system of separation, and also of opportunities being given to
people in a way which were not equitable with justice, did harm to society.

And against that background, that we should be coming as we come with our cases,
against that background to say that there has been this monster and that a
greater portion of this should go also for the person who actually margined such
a skill and who continue to perpetuate it, to a point where others wanting to
retaliate in their weakness, in the forms and ways which they felt they must be
taken notice of.

Nothing that that background does help us, to be able to understand the
breakdown and the hatred that must have gone, I just want to say that to all of
us. Both for those who are victims, especially for those who are victims of
different kinds, on different angles in that period of time.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Are there any other questions?

Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: My question is for Mr Van Wyk. To see that your, since your statement
is in Afrikaans, I will put my question to you in Afrikaans. The investigation
which the Commission is going to do, is going to have to do, would you be in a
position to tell us where to start? Where you would like us to start?

AP VAN WYK: I cannot understand the question too well.
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Please put it to me again.

MR SANDI: As you've said you would like the Commission to investigate this
matter, would you like to tell us where to start perhaps. Where you would like
us to start? Do you understand the question?

AP VAN WYK: No, not really.

MR SANDI: Okay, let me ask you. You don't understand the question, the
Chairperson says the question is too fair. As you are aware this Commission is a
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Do you perhaps have anything to say. Let us
suppose the people the who did this, were to apply for amnesty ...(tape ends)

AP VAN WYK: It should be, it would be a very important test to me. In the regard
that it those persons were to apply and were to give evidence and say they could
come and say one of two things. It could either be a politically motivated deed
or that they were against me or my organisation, Spur or against me as a person.

MR SANDI: If it was the B option, that they were against me, then it makes the
burden easier for me financially, because then my insurance company would have
to pay me out, because I was insured against that if it wasn't politically
motivated.

If it would be A, that it was politically motivated, I wouldn't have a problem
if they were to come before the Commission, but as Shane said, correctly pointed



out, it would have to be sincere of them to come and say we are sorry. This is
why we did it, not because we just want to stay out of jail, but it has to come
from them, it has to be sincere, it has to come from them sincerely, that look
we are sorry for what we have done.
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I don't know if I have answered your question. I would like those people to come
forward because that doubt that I have had since that day up till now, that
doubt - I am still in business, all people, all races still come to my
institution.

But there have been so many incidents where people come in, where a specific
Black person will walk in with a packet in his hand, or go to the toilet and I
just relive that whole incident, I ask myself isn't it the same person, isn't it
a bomb, because I don't know who those people are, I don't know how they look.

And that doubt gnaws away at me every day and not a day goes by where I don't
call the people in the Spur and say look, this is what we have to do today.
These are the instructions.

And the reason for that vibe meeting, every shift, is that people are always
told to be alert, we were very, very fortunate to get a second chance, there may
not be a third chance.

Up until today, those words are uttered every day from me to my people. So I
think that if the person were to come to me, sit in front of me, say Andrew, me
and this one and this one are the ones that planted the bomb and this is why we
did it and we are so sorry, please forgive us, then I know, these are the three
people, this is how they look.

I don't have to worry myself about every other person, I don't know if it is
this one or that one or that one, and this is what gnaws away at me, it is
pressure, it is stress, call it what you like, but I cannot just shut it away.

I always say in the Spur, you've got to take away the fig leaves, you've got to
be wide awake, you've got to be
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alert, because there could be an explosion, there could be something at anytime.

And this gnaws away at a person. And I would like to see this person either
arrested or they should come forward themselves and come and give evidence
before this Commission.

And just lastly I would also like this Commission, the Reparation Committee to
investigate if there is any way in which they could help me at this stage.

They could ease it for me slightly in a few ways. I am quite sure about it, that
there is a way in which I can be assisted. Myself, my family and my staff.

I would like the Commission to attend to that as well. Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: I will address all of you at the same time to save time.

Your story has been told several times. But today I think it has touched us on



this side of the table very deeply in a special way. You have shared with us how
your dreams were shattered by one act which no matter how you try to interpret
it, fails to make sense.

I am an African and I don't speak for the rest of the Commissioners, because I
am speaking now personally. At the end of testimonies of this nature, those who
are African and have endured untold suffering, who have endured the shattering
of their dreams, I always say at this time, we salute.

I say that sincerely because I become proud when these ordinary women and men
and children sit before the Commission to share with us the stories of how they
have endured suffering, untold suffering.
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And as an African I have become proud of them. And something within me says
these are African hero's.

With admiration and pride I always say at this time, we salute you, but I must
confess that just now I have got a different feeling.

I feel a sense of shame. I know that you want perpetrators to come before you
and tell you why they did this, but if you allow me personally, just to express
that very deep inside myself I do wish to say sorry.

Even if it means nothing to you at this stage, you want something more than
that.

This shameful act, no matter how well you try to interpret it, within the
context of our struggle, against Apartheid, it is still a shameful act and I
feel a sense of shame.

Thank you for sharing with this Commission a story. We have heard what you have
placed before us, we have heard your requests. With all the stories that come
before us, we promise that we'd try our best to get to the root of it and find
out what help we can give where we are able.

And again in this case, we will try and do that. Thank you very much. We adjourn
for one hour, we reconvene at half past two.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: NOMBULELO CHARLIE

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

NOMBULELO CHARLIE: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Nombulelo. Asking that before we hand over to Adv
Denzil Potgieter, that you should put on your earphones in readiness to answer
the questions that are going to be posed to you by the Advocate.

ADV POTGIETER: Good afternoon Miss Charlie. Welcome here. The statement that was
given to us, came from your mother who gave us some idea of the background to
the incident that happened to you in August 1985, but we are happy that you are
here personally so that you can give us a first hand account of actually what
happened on this particular day.

So please relax and tell us exactly what happened when you were injured.

N CHARLIE: It was in August 1985 when we were at school the big boys instructed
us to leave school because in the afternoon we were going to a meeting, so we
did exactly that.

In the afternoon we went to Masesames School, but I did not get inside, I stood
outside, because it was full in the room. So we talked that they were forcing us
to be taught in Afrikaans, so we toyi-toyed and I decided to go home.

The following day at about five o'clock, I was on my way to the shop to buy
paraffin. As I was walking in a passage going back home, I saw a hippo from
afar, but I couldn't see who the policemen were who were driving this
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hippo.

That was the last time I can remember, then I don't know what later happened
thereafter, because I think they shot me and left me there.

Someone picked me up from there and they did not know me, they took me there and
someone just left there. My whole body was covered with blood, they hit me on my
eye. I could not be taken to a Doctor because those days you would be arrested
if you were taken to any Doctor, so I kept indoors.

Late at night, the police came and knocked. I said to my mother, oh, please,
hide me. They came, then my mother saw one called Cross saying VIVA. Then this
policeman asked where is Nombulelo, then my mother said, I don't know Nombulelo.

Then they said is the child here who has been shot on the eye, then they took my
brother away. After three weeks my aunt who used to work for a particular Doctor
asked me to go and hand myself over.



So they took me to a Doctor and the Doctor said I was to go to a Hospital in
East London, so I did go there. I was there for about two weeks and they said
they were going to take my whole eye out, because it was spoilt, so I had to go
back home and wait for the Specialist.

My brother gave me the money for travelling because my parents were not working
at the time. I then went back to hospital and then they were going to take out
the eye and put in an artificial eye and they were asking for R285-00, then I
agreed, so they put in this artificial eye and we paid the R285-00 for this.

I used to go for treatment frequently, I still go for
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the treatment even now. Then one bullet was here on the forehead and it was
taken out and one that was in the head, could not be taken out.

I sometimes have headaches. Some other times I would go to the Hospital in
Sterkspruit for treatment, but now I've come back. That is all I have to say.

Even those policemen who shot me, never got arrested.

ADV POTGIETER: Now you said that when this incident happened, you were still at
school. You were doing standard 6 and how old were you?

N CHARLIE: I was 15 years old.

ADV POTGIETER: Now, were you on your own when you were walking to the shop?

N CHARLIE: Yes, I was on my own.

ADV POTGIETER: And, was there anything going on in the street, was there any
unrest, was there any problems or was it normal and quiet?

N CHARLIE: There was a toyi-toyi in another street. No.

ADV POTGIETER: Was the only vehicle that you saw in this street where you were
walking, this hippo that you referred to?

N CHARLIE: Yes.

ADV POTGIETER: And it subsequently appeared that you were shot amongst other
things? Could anybody else except the people who were in the hippo, have been
responsible for shooting you?

N CHARLIE: Yes, it is these people who were in the hippo that shot me, because
they were the people who were in the street where I was walking.

ADV POTGIETER: Now you say that you were struck on your eye, you were hit on
your eye, is that correct?
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N CHARLIE: Yes.



ADV POTGIETER: Is that the eye that had to be removed subsequently?

N CHARLIE: Yes.

ADV POTGIETER: Now, you've referred to the injury to your eye and the bullet
that was removed from your forehead, and there was another one that you referred
to in your evidence. Did you have any other injuries?

N CHARLIE: The other bullet is in my head.

ADV POTGIETER: So was it just the two bullets - the one in the forehead that was
taken out and the one in the head?

N CHARLIE: The bullet in the head is still there, they could not take it out.

ADV POTGIETER: Okay, that's no problem. What happened after this incident - did
you continue your schooling or what happened to your schooling?

N CHARLIE: I continued with my schooling in 1986, but my eye gave problems and I
could not write properly, but now I am not going to school.

ADV POTGIETER: I notice that you are wearing glasses. What is the condition of
the other eye?

N CHARLIE: I can see, but not clearly.

ADV POTGIETER: What are you doing at this stage?

N CHARLIE: I am just sitting at home, doing nothing.

ADV POTGIETER: And do your parents care for you, do they look after you,
maintain you?

N CHARLIE: They do some of the things, but they don't do everything for me
because they are unemployed.

ADV POTGIETER: Have you got any idea who it was that shot and assaulted you, hit
you on the eye - which policeman?

N CHARLIE: I really can't tell, because they were far at QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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the time.

ADV POTGIETER: Have you ever consulted a lawyer or anybody else in connection
with a claim for your injuries?

N CHARLIE: In 1988 a certain man took me by the name of Mr Mbona and Nkosana
Nogani, took me to a hotel in Lututu and said there was an attorney there, so I
went there and gave him my statement and he said he would call me. Then the
person who had taken me there, Mr Mbona died.

But I was never again called to those lawyers.

ADV POTGIETER: Can you still recall the name of the lawyer that you saw?

N CHARLIE: I really can't remember well.

ADV POTGIETER: Do you know where the lawyer was from?



N CHARLIE: They said he was from Grahamstown.

ADV POTGIETER: From Grahamstown? The other person that was with, Mr ... - the
one person died you said and there was another person with when you went to see
this lawyer. Is that other person still available, can he be contacted?

N CHARLIE: Unfortunately they both died. This other one died recently.

ADV POTGIETER: Is there any other way in which we could trace the lawyer
involved, find out who it was because it could be of some assistance?

N CHARLIE: I can't think of anybody, because even my brother did not know. I
just went to the hotel where the lawyer was with these two men who died, so
there is just no way in which we could get information leading to the lawyer.

ADV POTGIETER: Okay, we can think about that problem later. Is there anything,
any request that you want to make to the Commission, Miss Charlie?

N CHARLIE: I'll request the Commission to help me
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because if I had continued with my education, I may have helped my parents,
because those I was with at school are now teachers and nurses, so my aim was to
work for my parents.

ADV POTGIETER: We have noted that and we want to thank you for coming personally
and telling us what happened. I will now hand you back to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Any questions? Dr Romachela.

DR RAMASHELA: Miss Charlie, I am going to ask you a few questions. And these
questions are related to your request to receive a skills training course. The
first question is what kind of treatment are you receiving now and who is paying
for it?

N CHARLIE: It is my father.

DR RAMASHELA: What kind of treatment is it?

N CHARLIE: I go to East London to get treatment and they just give me some
medicine and Panado tablets, then I come back.

DR RAMASHELA: Can I repeat the question. You say you have difficulty writing.
Can you explain what happened to your fingers?

N CHARLIE: Nothing happened to my hand.

DR RAMASHELA: Am I correct, in your statement you say you have difficulty with
writing, is that correct?

N CHARLIE: Yes, I have difficulty.

DR RAMASHELA: Is it related to the eyes or something else? I want you to think a
little bit. You are giving us some ideas about skills training. What are you
thinking about in particular?

N CHARLIE: To be able to write because when I write, I don't write properly, I



don't write in a straight line.
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DR RAMASHELA: But you can read a little bit, can't you? Do you remember the name
of the Doctor you went to see before you were referred to East London?

N CHARLIE: You mean there in Sterkstroom?

DR RAMASHELA: The Doctor in East London?

N CHARLIE: The second one was Van Wyk, I can't remember the one who transferred
me to East London. The name of the Doctor is De Haak. De Haak is now in Cape
Town.

DR RAMASHELA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Are there any other questions? Your story is very painful because
you are young.

Because at your age, you don't have an eye, you have a bullet in your head and
really your life is not good. We thank you for your story. This Commission is
going to make a follow up. If there is any other things we would like to know,
we shall come back to you.

For now we thank you and we ask you to go back to your seat. We shall meet at
quarter to two.

--------------------
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DAY 3

TOTOLO DECEMBER: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Denzil Potgieter is going to rise questions. Put on your earphones.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Good morning Mr December. Can you hear me
over the headphones?

Your story concerns another senseless loss of a young life. It concerns the
killing of your son on the 11th of September 1980 in Sada after he was shot by
the police.

Would you like to tell us what happened please.

T DECEMBER: It is like that. In 1980 in September there was, there were boys
from the secondary school Emhlotshana, they were students there and a certain
teacher there asked them to collect money in preparation for a journey.

Well, after they had collected this money it happened that they did not
undertake that journey and time went on and when they saw that they were not
going for the journey, they went to the teacher to demand for their money.

And it was then that there was a clash between the boys and the teacher and the
teacher decided to phone the policemen in the Ciskei.

So the policemen came and they had shambocks with them and the school boys ran
away. They went to all the neighbouring schools.

So they came to the school where my son was schooling and they asked them to go
out of the class rooms. And the
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boys went up a hill, they were in the company of some girls and Sipho December,
my son, also went up the hill.

The name of the hill is Emhlotshana and when they were there, they gathered
together and they were intending to hold a meeting up there in the mountain.

And the matter to be discussed was the money that they had given to the teacher
and go and tell the authorities that they were not getting the money from the
teacher.

Whilst they were still there, the policemen from the Republic came, driving in
land rovers, there were about three land rovers. They drove up this hill a
little and there was a wind coming from the other side and the policemen threw
tear gas at them, at the children.



Then they started as a result of the tear gas and some of them climbed further,
then I don't know whether that is when they got hold of my son.

Those who were arrested were beaten up irrespective of whether they were boys or
girls, so my son was taken into the police van by the Ciskei police and they
took him to Frontier Hospital on the 11th day.

Then on the 12th, and I was at work, the policeman came to my house to explain
that Sipho December had died.

I was at work then they called me back from work, so I got the news that Sipho
was dead. At that time, I can't tell who took him to Russel's, whether it was
the policeman or it was Russel himself. Then a messenger from the court came
with a letter that we may not bury on a weekend, but we were to bury on a week
day.

So we did exactly that, we buried him on a Wednesday. So there was nothing we
could do, we did not investigate as to how he got hurt, because at that time, we
were not
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allowed even to say anything against the Government of the Ciskei.

So we buried my son and it was just that. That is all.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Mr December. I just want to ask you one or two further
questions. The cause of the death of your son, was he shot by the police or was
he assaulted?

T DECEMBER: Sir, according to what I know he was beaten up by the police,
because he had a wound, a deep wound here at the back of his head and even the
body was swollen.

ADV POTGIETER: How old was he when he died?

T DECEMBER: He was 18 years old at the time.

ADV POTGIETER: And was he attending school, and if so, what standard was he
doing?

T DECEMBER: Yes, he was a student, he was in standard 7.

ADV POTGIETER: Was there any case about his death at the court, did they ever
ask you to come to court in connection with his death?

T DECEMBER: No, there wasn't. We never made any appearance to any court, we were
never called to appear to court, it was all quiet.

ADV POTGIETER: And did you ever speak to any lawyers about the case?

T DECEMBER: No, I never even attempted to go to the lawyers, because at that
time people were not even allowed to take any steps of that nature, otherwise
you would be the next.

You would not be allowed even to investigate about what had happened to you.

ADV POTGIETER: Why was that Mr December? Was it, who adopted that attitude that
you can't ask any questions or investigate anything?
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T DECEMBER: It was the Government.

ADV POTGIETER: How many other children do you have?

T DECEMBER: I have, the youngest because one of them is working already, then
the next is sick, because he has got epileptic fits. The third, the brother is
paying for his school fees in Bloemfontein.

ADV POTGIETER: Mr December, it is important I've got to ask you. How did the
death of Sipho, how did the death of your son, affect the family, yourself and
your wife, his mother and in fact the other children?

T DECEMBER: We were really affected by his death, such that the mother is not
enjoying good health and we have always been taking her to a Doctor and she has
been diagnosed as a diabetic.

So I've been constantly taking her to visit Doctors. That's all.

ADV POTGIETER: Can I just take you back again to another issue that you have
referred to. You said that it was the attitude of the Government that made
people afraid to ask questions or to investigate matters. I assume that if you
say the Government, are you referring to the Ciskei Government at that stage?

T DECEMBER: Yes, it was the Ciskei Government.

ADV POTGIETER: And at that stage, who was in charge of the Ciskei Government -
do you still remember?

T DECEMBER: It was under Tsebe at the time.

ADV POTGIETER: And the Ciskei police, can you still recall who was in charge of
the police at that time?

T DECEMBER: No, I can't remember who was the head of the police at that time.

ADV POTGIETER: It is not a problem, you've been very
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helpful. Can I just ask you in conclusion, Mr December, have you got any
requests for the Commission? Is there anything that you would want us to look
particularly at for you?

T DECEMBER: I would like to ask the Commission to sympathise with me and my
family. I don't know - I'll just ask that they should do something for me,
whatever otherwise I can't tell at the moment what I would like them to do for
me.

ADV POTGIETER: That is also not a problem. You can always come back to that
issue. I want to thank you for your story and thank you for the information that
you've given to us.



And I am now going to hand you back to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Denzil. Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I would like to find out from you who was
this school principal? The principal who collected the money from the children?

T DECEMBER: There was a boy there who gave his evidence that this teacher, he
could give some evidence about this teacher and he said he could be here today
because he was there at the time, but I don't see him at the moment.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know the name of the Magistrate who sent out restrictions
about funeral proceedings?

T DECEMBER: Yes, I know the one who brought the letter. His name was Mr Fuma,
but unfortunately he died.

REVD XUNDU: Now how do you survive there at home? Do you live on a pension?

T DECEMBER: Yes, we live on a pension fund. I also take some part-time jobs with
the Government and my wife lives on pension and even the pension for that one
who is epileptic.

REVD FINCA: Mr December, we thank you. I don't know
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whether you can hear me, because I see you're facing the other way.

We thank you sir for your story which reminded us of those trying times in the
Ciskei under the Regime of the late L.L.Sebe whom they used to address as
(indistinct),

who was with his brother Charles Sebe, who also died in a very painful way.

--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, I would now call upon Lizzie Denya. Are you all going
to give testimony, so I am going to swear you in? What is your name?

THOBEKA : My name is Thobeka.

REVD XUNDU: I'll start with you Lizzie, to swear you in. Stand.

NOMASEDE LIZZIE DENYA: (sworn states)

MFUNDO FELITI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We thank Mr Xundu and you are the last from Molteno to be
testifying. Then I am going to ask Revd Xundu to ask questions. Whatever
questions we may be having as the Commission, over to you Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Thank. Ms Denya, what is your clan name?

NL DENYA: My clan name is Nomasede Quaba.

REVD XUNDU: And the clan name for your people where you are married?

NL DENYA: They are Totosexem Mandlanini.

REVD XUNDU: Now, I would ask these few questions. How many children do you have?

NL DENYA: I have 10 children.

REVD XUNDU: Please control yourselves. Please do so, control yourselves. So it
means you have really expanded that family and we thank you on behalf of the
Totosexem family.
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So you say you have come here to represent Keli. Was he a scholar at the time
all this happened to him?

NL DENYA: There was nothing that was happening to Keli at that time.

REVD XUNDU: Was he going to school?

NL DENYA: No, he wasn't.

REVD XUNDU: How old was he?



NL DENYA: He was quite old, because he was from work already. He was born in
1952. He had been a worker before.

REVD XUNDU: Were there any organisations, political organisations there where
you stayed?

NL DENYA: There were.

REVD XUNDU: What organisations were those?

NL DENYA: There were the ANC because the National Party, we didn't know anything
about it, that was how it was.

REVD XUNDU: What do you think was the cause of this harassment of Keli by the
police?

NL DENYA: This harassment came about as expected because they used to arrest
Keli as there was this unrest in our locality. Even then he had just come from
jail and had appeared in court during the festive season.

Then he had gone away to enjoy his New Year's day somewhere, he went with his
sister in Cradock. After New Year's day, on a Wednesday they came back. Then on
Friday, that very same week he was shot at.

REVD XUNDU: Was he shot at when he was just moving leisurely?

NL DENYA: What happened is, I was at work and then after work I went to a place,
there was a woman who had died and that was on a Friday, so I went to a prayer
meeting there.

The sister came to me to call me to go back home
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because Keli was fighting with the police. So I went out, rushing, then he asked
me to use another road home. And then I noticed that she feared telling me the
truth, because when I got there I found a lot of people together with policemen,
White policemen.

I went in and then people stopped me, they were saying, hey, you are going to be
shot at. Then I pushed my way through, I could see there he was, he had a cap on
the side written the ANC on one side of his hand.

And he was laying down there. Then they asked him to take, they wanted to shoot
at me, then I did not want to touch him, they asked me not to.

Then I said it is the end because I could see that he was dead. I even said,
even Jesus died for the truth, then they them what is she saying?

Then they took him whilst I was there and they said yes, we are through,
everything in Molteno is going to go well. Then they just threw him in the back
of the van.

REVD XUNDU: Were there any police you knew there?

NL DENYA: I knew the police had shot him.

REVD XUNDU: Tell us.



NL DENYA: They are Lumkile, Skwenkwe, Badansile. These policemen were the "Green
Flies".

REVD XUNDU: So they took him to the mortuary?

NL DENYA: Yes, they did and I went home. At home, I took his brother and it was
at sunset. I decided to go to tell my madam so that she could accompany me to
the charge office.

When we got there we found all the police there. Then I told them that I had
come to report that one of the policeman had shot at my son. This I said to
Fourie, who
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did not answer me.

Then my madam asked why had they killed my son. Then they said my son had taken
after me because my son had killed people.

And he was making people not to work, so he should go away, they even said "fuck
off" to me. So we went out together with the White woman.

REVD XUNDU: Did you know who this policeman was?

NL DENYA: Yes, I know it was Els. The very Els who you spoke of earlier on.

REVD XUNDU: Go on. You made funeral arrangements?

NL DENYA: What happened is, on Monday I went to brief a lawyer here in
Queenstown. They phoned and he came on a Tuesday. He took a statement there at
the location and then he went away.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have the name of the lawyer?

NL DENYA: Yes, it is Hintsa Siwisa. Then we remained waiting. On Monday, you
must know, we were not happy. The policemen were coming to harass us.

On Wednesday they came and I was where I work. At home I was told that they have
taken away my husband, so I made a follow up. When I got to the charge office, I
asked them where my husband was.

They said we don't know, then one indicated that he had gone that other way,
then I followed and I found them, they were hiding him somewhere and they were
asking him to sign.

And I asked why, then they said, no he should sign and take the body of his son
to go and bury him.

Then they said if he doesn't want, we are going to throw it away. So I took my
husband out, they were saying abusing words to me.
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Then we went back home, when we went home, we gathered as a family and
residents, we phoned the lawyer who said to us we should go and sign so as to
get the body.



We then buried the body on the 15th. The post-mortem was done without our
consent.

REVD XUNDU: You don't know which Sergeant was responsible for that. You said
earlier on, on the 5th of January when you went to the police, you were in the
company of the White woman - what was her name?

NL DENYA: She was Mrs Minnie Doris Pretorius.

REVD XUNDU: Was she crying or was she also worried?

NL DENYA: No, yes, she was unhappy, but she changed only when they said the
people are not going to work, because of my son. Then she changed her attitude
then.

REVD XUNDU: Did she not then ill-treat you thereafter?

NL DENYA: No, she did not. No, she didn't. People who ill-treated me and
tortured me, were the police.

REVD XUNDU: Then you got the body without anybody telling you about the post-
mortem?

NL DENYA: Yes, we went for the body on the 14th and the funeral was on the 15th.
We never slept on that Friday, even on the night vigil it was very difficult in
the morning, at seven a lot of policemen and soldiers came and they harassed us,
they said take this body and go and bury this person.

Then we said, we are not going to do it. They wanted to kill the brother, then
we said we were not going to bury this person hurriedly, we were going to bury
him at the time that we had set. There was also this Els and some other very
huge policemen that we did not even know.

They were tossing us from left to right. At about
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twelve, they blocked the way so that the cars should not proceed.

REVD XUNDU: You said earlier on this police harassed you too. Did they actually
torture you?

NL DENYA: You're asking there at jail? Yes, they harassed me at home, they
harassed me in jail, even as I was talking to them, I was talking anyhow, they
didn't actually manhandled me, they abused me and then we were just saying
anything to one another, then we buried.

But sill it continued that they kept on harassing us. It was all quiet about my
son until one day we heard that we had to go to court, so we went there and
there was a lawyer, unknown to us, who took a statement down.

Then they said we should wait. We waited for a lengthy period and once more, we
were invited to go to court.

REVD XUNDU: Who was actually charged there? Who went into the witness box?

NL DENYA: Who was, all these three were laid a charge against. Then there was a
trial for about two days and on the second day, which was the last day, nothing



was said to us.

Then the Magistrate just did something that we could not understand together
with the policemen. It was just up and down and then it was just the end.

REVD XUNDU: Mama, if you have any request, could you please tell us or tell us
what you would like this Commission to do for you.

NL DENYA: What is most important to me is that I did not know about the death of
my son, so I am asking this Commission to bring forward the killers of my son,
even Els himself because he was the organiser of the killers and the
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leader too.

Els had two problems. At the time Els was organising to kill, the wife was the
Prosecutor, so there was nothing that could be done because the wife was busy
prosecuting on the other hand, whilst Els was killing.

So that is the main problem I have.

REVD XUNDU: Now, you say the wife to Els was employed as a Prosecutor?

NL DENYA: She is still a Prosecutor from that time, in fact, she even got
promoted together with her husband, Els, they have been promoted. They are big
people, occupying high positions.

REVD XUNDU: So you are asking this Commission to help you in that way? Did you
son have any children?

NL DENYA: No, he did not, he was not even married. He was not even initiated, he
used to work in Johannesburg and then he met all these problems and then he
became unemployed and then there were these uprisings and he was then arrested
and he was in all this problems.

What actually happened which is most important is that the killer of my children
should be brought forward. In fact they should come forward. Even the Government
there in Molteno is still the same because there is nothing that is satisfying.
Even now that there is the GNU, there is no protection there whatsoever.

I just see the sun setting, because I am under bondage, even one of my children
who is a soldier, is not protected, because he always needs to be escorted by
his brother, because people are watching.

These people who are rulers are watching my son. Even then I did not go to the
police to go and report, but I have
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reported this matter to the communities and the organisations, even the mayor,
I've made him aware about this matter. Even the White woman who is employing me,
I have informed her about this - that it is still like that even during this
regime of the Government of National Unity.



So one time when one came, I said go out. My son is a soldier but he is still
being harassed. He once went on exile because they wanted to kill him, because
they had killed his brother.

REVD XUNDU: Now I want to know from your companions here whether they have
anything more to say?

M FELITI: On the fifth day in 1990, we were playing ball near the shops. While
we were playing, Skwenkwe passed. A little boy came running passed us, we didn't
pay any attention because he was someone who would be silly when he was drunk.

And after a little while he came back, Skwenkwe Baqela and Badansile Stofile and
Lumkile Leluqa. When they were going to come past where we were playing, the
deceased approached from the opposite direction.

He had on this cap with three colours and an overall and when he wasn't too far
from them, he took off his cap and raised his hands in surrender.

And when they weren't too far from him approximately where your table is, they
said oh, here is this dog. We are not happy because of him here in the location.

And after that the shots started and we decided to stand very still where we
were and just peep, myself, Senwabo and Pele.

After they had shot him, when he fell face forward, Badansile, this other
policeman that had since committed
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suicide, shoved him with the gun and Skwenkwe went to buy a litre of Coke and
they then drank this cold drink and Els and Fourie and them came and picked up
the pellets and when they picked him up, they picked him up by the overall he
was wearing and the two Black policeman grabbed him by his feet and they threw
him in the police van.

I just forgot that, before they took him, his father came around the corner and
when he came, they pointed at him with their firearms and told him to go
otherwise they would shoot him too.

And the police warned him not to go there, because they were going to shoot him.

REVD XUNDU: These guys are they from Molteno, Lumkile and Skwenkwe and these
guys?

M FELITI: Yes, they are all from Molteno.

REVD XUNDU: Are they still there?

M FELITI: No, Dan is someone that when he was arrested, committed suicide, he
hung himself. Skwenkwe works on the farms, I don't know how he stopped being a
policeman, but he comes there from time to time and Lumkile, after the incident,
we see him, he stopped carrying a big gun, he has a little 9 mm, because we were
wondering why he had to carry such a big gun - someone as uneducated as he was.

I lived fine, yes.

REVD XUNDU: What do you mean?

INTERPRETER: The speaker's microphone is not on.



REVD XUNDU: Was your life not miserable thereafter?

M FELITI: What happened is, after they saw that we were the witnesses in court,
even after the case was withdrawn, they would come to us and say yes, these dogs
thought that they were going to get something because they were helping the
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big comrade in Molteno and thinking that they would gain from that and we
thought we'd rather keep quiet, because we do not have the same weapons that
these people do.

And even if we did try taking it to their Commander who was Fourie, because Els
was just a Sergeant, he was promoted and he would tell us that this is no place
you get drunk.

REVD XUNDU: Do you work or are you at school?

M FELITI: I completed my schooling in 1993.

REVD XUNDU: Let me ask the lady. Thank you Mr Chairman.

NL DENYA: This is my brother, I am the third child after him. What I want from
the Commission, is that I will never have peace, I will never forgive, because
an innocent person was killed and beyond that, there was nothing, there are no
reason for people with guns to shoot somebody that was unarmed.

What I want is that the perpetrators be brought forward and when the trial was
being conducted, there were documents and there were exhibits in court showing
that this person only had a cap in his possession and he did not have any weapon
on him, which made it clear that there was a plot prior to that, to kill him, so
I want the perpetrators to be brought to book because I will never forgive them.
I have got absolutely no forgiveness, although I do not see revenge, all I know
is that I will never forgive them in all my life.

All I want this Commission to do is to come forward, bring these perpetrators
forward and say how they could kill somebody that was unarmed. Thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Is there something that I can finally ask all of you about the
treatment. Is there anything that the Commission can do for you or how we can
commemorate the
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victims of Molteno, even if it is a building or anything to commemorate the
people, the victims of Molteno. What can the Commission do? Just a few words.

NL DENYA: I hear what you are saying and that is very important, but my problem
is that I do not want, when there is any compensation or any stone that it must
be for Keli only. That is the problem that I have. There are plenty of victims,
there are many victims that fell for freedom.

It is not good that only Keli should be commemorated, I want that when these
people are commemorated, that all the parents sit down that have lost children
and that we as a body can decide what the Commission can do to honour the slain



hero's.

What I cannot say now, is what should be done, because I cannot say do this for
Keli, I am thinking of all the victims of Molteno and the people should decide
as a joint body what should be done. And in that way we can come forward with
one voice and ask the Commission to do something for us.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much Ma'am. Please give us a chance. Thank you very
much Ma'am. That is what we wanted.

(tape starts)... you want the chance to discuss it with the community and hear
what you people could come up with. That maybe as a community you could decide
in which way the victims could be commemorated. We thank you very much Ma'am and
I would like to hand back to you now, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions? Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mrs Denya, in Molteno are there any farms owned by Whites or were
there White owned farms back then that are around Molteno, surrounding Molteno?

NL DENYA: Yes sir, there are White owned farms surrounding
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the area. There are White owned farms surrounding the area.

MR SANDI: Can I ask you to come near the microphone when you answer.

NL DENYA: There are White owned farms around Molteno.

MR SANDI: On that day of the funeral there, did you say that it was very full?
That there were a lot of soldiers and policemen?

NL DENYA: Yes, there were many of them. Even some of the vehicles which they
used, had East London registrations.

MR SANDI: Did the White farmers, were they asked to take any - to participate in
the activities of the soldiers on that day?

NL DENYA: The soldiers of Molteno, before in the time of the old regime sir, we
killing people. The farmers would come out and harass the people all night and
they would come and take old men and tell them to do things and White, old women
would also get told to take burning cars and thrown them away.

Even children would be harassed. Children are retarded in Molteno because of
that kind of torture.

MR SANDI: Were they involved with the police and soldiers?

NL DENYA: The police and soldiers and the INKATHA were harassing the people.

MR SANDI: Mrs Denya, do you still work for Mrs Pretorius?

NL DENYA: I still work for Mrs Pretorius.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Let us just get a chance here to say something. Mrs Denya, the
manner in which you have testified here in front of the Commission has made it



clear that you are a leader that we can be very proud of as South African
people.
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It is also very clear that you are a strong, a pillar of support in Molteno. You
have touched this house with your testimony and the manner in which you
understand democratic principles, even when you explain the manner in which you
do not just think about yourself but as a leader, your vision is scattered over
your community, you do not think about yourself in isolation, but you know that
Molteno's people are a community.

If only there were more like you whose minds were not restricted to themselves
and what could be done for them, I think that this whole house is very grateful
to you, for the statement which you made by applauding you without even asking
for my permission.

It is just a gesture that they salute you, all of them as a leader. And a leader
who is welcomed by the community, we have taken cognisance of your requests, but
I think the one that has touched us most is the one where you have asked that
the current Government must pay attention to the fact that there are no changes
in the Molteno area.

There is nothing that touched me more than what you have said then where you
said that you can see the change in South Africa, but that there is still no
change in Molteno.

The oppressors are still doing as they please, Els and company.

This Commission will try as speedily as possible to send an urgent letter to the
Minister of Defence who had also appeared in front of this Commission and can
look at what happened to - at the oppressing of people's rights since he also
experienced an infringement of rights and tell him that we have heard this type
of cry.

There is nothing as sore as the fact that all Molteno's QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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witnesses is going to be harassed once again, when they go home.

And finally in my summary, I want to say that I want to thank you for mentioning
the name of Mrs Minnie Pretorius. Even if you say that you went to her and she
took you to the police station in her vehicle, as Dr Romachela has said, the
cruelty of an employer, the employer of Mr Ndletyana, who when his son had been
shot, and the bullet had penetrated his head from behind and came through the
side of his face and he asked his employer is he could please accompany his son
to the hospital, and so that he could see in case his son died along the way, he
was told that if you leave, take everything that belongs to you and don't come
back.

We appreciate the fact that we could hear the name of Mrs Minnie Pretorius and
be able to compare it to the name of the employer of mr Ndletyana. This
Commission is a Truth Commission and we thank you that we are grateful, that
these names surfaced here in the Commission and the humanity of some people is
exposed, and the lack thereof in other people.

We would now like to proceed to our last witness for the day.



--------------------
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NOPIPI NOHOMBILE DYWASHU: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Welcome Ma'am, and we now hand you over to Revd Xundu who will lead
you in your evidence.

REVD XUNDU: Hallo Ma'am.

NN DYWASHU: Good day.

REVD XUNDU: Please come closer to the microphone. What is your clan name and
into which clan are you married?

NN DYWASHU: I am Maphuqwana, I am Maphuqwana, married to (indistinct).

REVD XUNDU: Do you have any children there?

NN DYWASHU: Yes, I do.

\REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

NN DYWASHU: There are 7.

REVD XUNDU: You have come to give evidence in connection with the death of
Tembole Mvolani. Just tell me in the village, what was Mvolani a member of?

NN DYWASHU: He was a member of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any other organisation there?

NN DYWASHU: There were two organisations. There were the ANC and the ADM.

REVD XUNDU: And there was conflict between these two organisations?

NN DYWASHU: Yes, from what I could see, they could not get along.

REVD XUNDU: Tell us the story about the death of your
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husband, when he was seen, found by a shop owner, what had happened?

NN DYWASHU: This is what happened. I last saw him on the 26th and he was going
towards Tendergate.

I then slept. When I woke up the next morning ...



REVD XUNDU: Was he on his way to a meeting or was he on other business?

NN DYWASHU; No, he was on other business.

When I woke up the following day, I saw people arriving and this shop owner as
well, and I could see that he had gathered these people all night.

This man said at approximately 8 o'clock, he saw a police van arriving at his
place with this man inside, my husband now.

The police had said that they had found him along the way and that he should
please identify him.

The policeman opened the van and he looked at my husband and said that he knows
him and that it is someone that lives not too far from there and he wanted to
know what the matter was.

The policeman said no, we don't know, we just saw him, by the side of the road,
just laying there. When we looked, he seemed like someone that had been injured
and we tried to get help for him at the hospital.

I then said, well fine, let us go to another man from the Hicqa clan and he
didn't see him either. And then they went to this man. This man looked at him
and recognised him and also asked what the matter was and the police explained
how they had found him and said that they are going to take him for help because
it is possible that he might, you know, he might be attended to.
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REVD XUNDU: Did the policeman say that they were taking him to the mortuary?

NN DYWASHU: No, they said they were taking him for help, that it is possible
that he could be helped because he had been injured.

REVD XUNDU: When he was seen by the shop owner, was he still alive?

NN DYWASHU: He said when he looked at him, he could see that he was not alive
any more, but the policemen were saying that they were taking him for help,
maybe he'd get better.

REVD XUNDU: Was your husband in any position in the ANC, was he a Chairman or
anything?

NN DYWASHU: No, he was not anything. He was not an office bearer, he was merely
a supporter of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: They then took him to the mortuary and then the policemen arrived at
your place at some other stage and said that they had arrested the people
responsible?

NN DYWASHU: The policemen came in the morning and said that they had found the
murderers.

REVD XUNDU: Were these people that you knew? Did you recognise the names?

NN DYWASHU: Excuse me?

REVD XUNDU: Did you know the names of these people? Who were they?



NN DYWASHU: Their names were Matutsu Mvula, Maquzinani, Mrola, Job Mrola,
Kumbelekaya Metusi, Xilu Saule.

REVD XUNDU: Lumko? Which Lumko?

NN DYWASHU: I am not sure which one. I don't really know which one it was and I
can't even recognise him if I were to see him.
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REVD XUNDU: Did you know these people to be members of the ANC or the ADM?

NN DYWASHU: They were all members of the ADM.

REVD XUNDU: All these people?

NN DYWASHU: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: When they had appeared in court, what happened?

NN DYWASHU: The police came back to tell us that we just want to inform you that
these people have been released. One of them had phoned Gqozo and Gqozo had
instructed that they be released and be given their sticks and go and do their
work, and they were then released.

REVD XUNDU: The one by the name of Nkoliseko Mrola, what was his role in all
this?

NN DYWASHU: Nkoliseko Mrola was the one that had given the names of the others.

REVD XUNDU: Is he the one who disappeared?

NN DYWASHU: Yes, the one that up to this day we don't know where he is. Maqwalo
is the one taken by Nkoliseko Mrola and he then called the people and they
caught him and he told them everything and Nkoliseko said that now I was told to
bring him from the graveyard there at the bottom.

They wanted to know what were you going to do with him and he said, no we are
going to kill him and then Nkoliseko disappeared because he realised that these
people were after him.

We were informed that attorneys had taken him to Bisho and that was the last I
heard about Mrola.

REVD XUNDU: That Mrola said that these six people were responsible for your
husband's death?

NN DYWASHU: Yes.
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REVD XUNDU: After your husband's death, was there any trial or inquest into the
cause of his death?

NN DYWASHU: I beg your pardon?



REVD XUNDU: Was your husband taken to hospital and was the Doctor able to say
what the cause of his death was?

NN DYWASHU: Yes, 8 bullet wounds were seen on his body in the front and in his
neck, there was an assegai wound, the ninth wound.

REVD XUNDU: Did the trial then not proceed because of an order from Gqozo?

NN DYWASHU; No, nothing came of it, the police came back to my house and said
that they were sent by the Government to tell me that the case is going to be
conducted in Bisho, but the day on which it is going to be conducted, I must
wait that they will come and fetch me.

Up until today, I am still waiting.

REVD XUNDU: Was you husband working?

NN DYWASHU: He was not working. No he was not working, he was someone who was
doing his own thing.

He was a livestock farmer, he used to tend to his own livestock.

REVD XUNDU: Is there anything that you would like to ask the Commission to do
for you? Any way in which the Commission can be of assistance to you?

NN DYWASHU: I would like the Commission to assist me in commemorating his death.
I'd like the Commission to be of assistance to me in commemorating his death in
the traditional manner, a tombstone.

REVD XUNDU: A tombstone? What else Ma'am?

NN DYWASHU: Since my husband's death I am battling at home.
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REVD XUNDU: How was your health affected by this?

NN DYWASHU: I have never been healthy, I am still under a Doctor's care ever
since then.

REVD XUNDU: What is the main problem?

NN DYWASHU: I suffer from short breath.

REVD XUNDU: Do you receive any pension?

NN DYWASHU: Yes, I do.

REVD XUNDU: How much do you, oh, you receive a pension?

NN DYWASHU: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

NN DYWASHU: I have 7 children. I gave birth to 7 children, 3 are still at
school.

REVD XUNDU: What are their names?



NN DYWASHU: Mqweqwe is in standard 6. Mpoqwana.

REVD XUNDU: What standard is Mpoqwana?

NN DYWASHU: He is in standard 1 and then Boqelani is in standard 2.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. Back to you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Nohombile, I do not think you know the way in which you people touch
us. After having gone through such suffering, and when asked what the Commission
can do for you, you merely ask for tombstones.

That touches us very deeply to see the manner in which your thoughts are so
humble. In stead of asking for a lot of things from the Government you merely
ask that tombstones be put on your loved ones' graves. Whenever I hear that
request, I am so deeply touched, because it is a request from very humble
people.

We thank you for your evidence and thank you also for the love that you have
shown towards your husband even
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though he is no longer with you through your request to the Commission on behalf
of yourself and your children.

I also want to reiterate once more that there is nothing that the Commission can
do on its own, we cannot make any final decisions on our own, but we rather have
to make submissions to the President who will then in consultation with the
Cabinet, reach a final decision.

But I would like you to know that we have heard, we have taken cognisance of
what you have said and we thank you for coming forward and we will now like to
thank you and ask you to take your seat. Thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We thank you Ms Fana for coming to this Commission to give testimony
about the death of Fumanekile Jacobs.

We thank you for taking this opportunity and to submit a statement to the
Commission and then make a follow up and come to this hearing all the way from
Indwe to be with us here today.

Let me say this once more, that these small towns have suffered. They have
suffered because of what people did so we thank you for coming all the way from
Indwe to give us testimony on Fumanekile Jacobs. Could you please put on your
headphones so I am going to hand you over to someone who is going to help you.

ADV POTGIETER: Good morning Ms Fana. I'm just wanting to know whether you hear
me over the headphones, whether you get the translation? Good morning and
welcome here. I repeat the welcome of the Chairperson, we know you had to travel
some distance to get here and we are grateful and very pleased to have you here
this morning.

Your case concerns the shooting of your son, Fumanekile on the 28th of October
1989 in Indwe. Now, I would like you to tell us what happened? How did it happen
that your son got shot?

MG FANA: In 1989, Fumanekile was shot. This is my son and his name is Fumanekile
Jacobs. The reason is that their
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gate at school was locked and so they went on strike for that.

All the students were involved because they did not like this that the gate of
school was locked. Then one other child was very stubborn and did not want to
join them when they did not want to go to the classes.

Then they did not like this and they confronted this child. Then he was stubborn
and said he was certainly going to attend the classes and they did not like this
because the gate had been locked.

they then saw a policeman coming to the school and they did not know who had
invited them, they then ran away. But this particular girl kept on going to
school, then they sprinkled water on her because they were trying to stop her
from going to school.

When they were actually not attending the classes then there was that friction
and fighting, then on Friday they set alight her shack and stoned it. Then
policemen came on Saturday in hippo's.

There was this fight until it was late with the children running all over the



place. We went to sleep not knowing where Fumanekile was. Early in the morning
when my husband was not at school, then there was a knock at the door, it was
two policeman, three in fact.

Two Black policemen and one White. They told me that Fumanekile had been shot
dead and whilst they were taking him to East London, then they decided to turn
back and go and put his corpse in Queenstown.

I had not seen him, that is as far as I know, because I actually did not see
him, I just got that information about him.

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

3 MG FANA

ADV POTGIETER: Was it said that the police shot Fumanekile?

MG FANA: Yes, they did. They told me that they actually shot him and they were
policemen from Queenstown, but I don't know them.

Even at the time they were talking to me, I could not identify them and the only
thing I was concerned about was, what they were telling me and I was hurt.

ADV POTGIETER: What was Fumanekile's age when he was shot?

MG FANA: He was 15 years old when he was shot.

ADV POTGIETER: And what standard was he doing at school?

MG FANA: And he was in standard 5 when he got shot.

ADV POTGIETER: Did you go to see a lawyer in connection with the death of
Fumanekile?

MG FANA A lawyer came to see me, but I don't know his name and he went away the
afternoon, that was the last I saw of the lawyer.

ADV POTGIETER: Do you know where the lawyer came from?

MG FANA: I don't even know where this lawyer came from.

ADV POTGIETER: Was there ever a case at court in connection with the death of
Fumanekile?

MG FANA: You mean a court case?

ADV POTGIETER: Yes.

MG FANA: In fact I was never called to any court case on his death. I just heard
that there was a court case on his behalf.

ADV POTGIETER: So has the police never given you any explanation about the death
or about the case that you say that you heard about afterwards?

MG FANA: The policeman never came to me. The last time I saw the policemen was
when they had come to inform me that my son had died.
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ADV POTGIETER: Did you then have a burial for the son afterwards?

MG FANA: Yes, we had a funeral for my son.

ADV POTGIETER: In Indwe?

MG FANA: And that was in Indwe.

ADV POTGIETER: Ms Fana, is there any request that you want to make to the
Commission? Anything that you want us in particular to look at?

MG FANA: I would like the Commission to investigate certain things on this
matter. Because I had great expectations from my son, because he used to do part
time jobs and bring us some money. I am not getting any income.

Since my son's death, I've been suffering such that even now, I am suffering
from diabetes.

ADV POTGIETER: Is there anything else that you would wish to say in addition to
what you've already told us?

MG FANA: What I would ask is that I don't know who are the killers of my son.

ADV POTGIETER: So, would you like the Commission to look at that, to find out
what happened. How your son got killed?

MG FANA: Then I would like to actually see the person who killed my son, because
he caused a wound in me because I had great expectations from him. I even
thought that he was going to continue working for me.

ADV POTGIETER: Ms Fana, we have noted your evidence and what you have said. And
I must thank you once again for coming and sharing your story with the
Commission.

I hand you back to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much, Denzil. Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to find out are there no policemen you know amongst the
police who were arresting the QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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children at that time?

MG FANA: No, I don't know any of them.

REVD XUNDU: Then how was the funeral?

MG FANA: It was a very big funeral.

REVD XUNDU: Were there no restrictions?

MG FANA: No, there were none.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Dr Mapule Romachela?



DR RAMASHALA: Thank you Chairperson. Ms Fana, are you receiving medical care for
your diabetes?

MG FANA: I do visit a Doctor.

DR RAMASHALA: How often do you see a Doctor?

MG FANA: I see a Doctor monthly, once in the month.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: I observed from your statement here that you say you and someone else
made a statement to a lawyer named Roshen Dehal. Does that make any sense to
you?

MG FANA: It was long ago, now I can't remember.

MR SANDI; Who else was with you at the time you had gone to see the lawyer?

MG FANA: I was with my nephew and my brother and the wife to my nephew.

MR SANDI: Can you recall where did you see this, meet this lawyer?

MG FANA: It was in Indwe.

MR SANDI; Did he have any office there?

MG FANA: They said it was a lawyer who was an activist.

REVD FINCA: Ms Gladys Fana, we thank you as this Commission for coming forward
all the way from Indwe.

In summary I would like to make mention that the
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mothers who gave birth to those young activists like your son, were in great
difficulties at the time because I'm sure, most times they wouldn't understand
what the struggle was all about.

Even when listening over the radio they would get some distorted information and
propaganda that would make their children to be called terrorists.

Some other times parents of these children became the laughing stock of other
people only because their children were seen as terrorists.

When they are in pain, the people would not even come to sympathise with them
because they did not want to identify with the policemen. That is the burden
that they had to carry as parents of the hero's like your son.

Looking at you, I don't know whether I'm making a mistake, I am sure you have
experienced this pain and again I, you also don't understand why your child
would be arrested now and again and you even considered that your child was a
criminal and yet he wasn't, he was a hero in stead.

Therefor, we have got to give ourselves time to bring back your dignity during
these few days that have been given to us by the President so that we should



realise that you gave birth to hero's.

Our proposal to the President that will be sent direct to him is that those
people who used to be laughing stock then, should now benefit and be showed that
they were laughed at by people who did not understand what was happening.

So we hail you, we hail your son. You have asked that we should investigate as
to who exactly killed your son.
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This is the request we get all over the country all the time, since that I even
have some doubts that there are some that we cannot be able to give an answer to
during this short period we have been given, because in Port Elizabeth Ms Husha
would like to know what happened to the husband.

Ms Goniwa would also want to know what happened in Umtata, there are people who
also want to know what happened to their beloved ones. It is all over that
people want to know who is it that they have to reconcile with and forgive and
yet we are only left with only 12 months to give answers to these questions.

I therefor would like to be very realistic and say some of the answers perhaps
may not be provided, but we will try our level best as you say that this wound
should be healed in a way.

We therefor thank you for your testimony that you have presented to us today and
we shall ask you to go back therefor.

We shall stand adjourned for a short while.
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REVD XUNDU I would now call upon Wellington. Would you please rise?

WELLINGTON GOMBA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Over to you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We shall now ask Dr Ramapola Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Gomba, good morning.

W GOMBA: I greet you, too.

DR RAMASHALA: One of the tasks of the Commission is to find as much detail as
possible about the nature of torture that was perpetrated on people in South
Africa.

Uncomfortable as it is, I would like you to go through as much detail as you can
remember of the nature of treatment and torture by the police.

Could you begin sir?

W GOMBA: Thank you Chairperson. In 1985 after there had been unrest in Sada
township because people were struggling, that was after the rent office had been
burned down on the 11th of September, the Ciskei police came to my place early
in the morning, and they took me away and the locked me in in Middledrift.

A few days passed by with no one coming to visit me. After a few days the
policeman came back to me and asked me about what had been happening in Sada
township.

So I told them I was not responsible for anything that was happening in Sada, in
stead they had come to fetch me
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from my home. Then they said if I was not telling any truth, they were still
going to detain me.

Then I said that's all I could say. At the end of the month, they again came
back to me and they said they discharged me and took me home and it was quiet
for a while.

I don't know whether I should continue Mr Chairperson? Then the following year,
in 1986, there was again some problem. The a policeman from the Ciskei on the
28th of April came to my house to fetch me.



And they locked me in in a police station in Whittlesea. It is there that they
tortured me. I was sleeping in places that had some lice, I was sleeping with
dirty blankets.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Gomba, let's go back a little bit. The police were persistent
in picking you up. I know you told them that you were not involved in what was
happening in the township, but in your opinion why do you think they were
targeting you? Did you belong to any organisation? Were you active in politics?

W GOMBA: I am a church goer, but I was giving support to the ANC, even long
before 1960. Even when the UDF was formed in 1983, I liked it. So I think these
are the reasons that implicated me.

DR RAMASHALA: You can continue with your story.

W GOMBA: Then in the middle of a month, between April and the 30th of September,
when I was in detention, the policeman were coming to take me out of the cell to
the police station, where they were beating me with fists. Beating me
vigorously, kicking me, asking me to tell the truth.

Because they felt that those boys who were responsible
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for the burning, were instructed by us. At that time, I was not even given water
to have a bath, in fact in the police station, there are just no facilities for
washing. We were even given some quarters of brown bread.

There were some tin stuff that were sent, we were given at times. So it was very
uncomfortable there for about five months.

We were not getting water to wash for five months. Then we discovered that our
families were protesting about this treatment and then on the 30th of September,
whilst still in detention, we were transferred to Middledrift, where we were
kept for two months.

Then on the 30th of November 1986, we were then released. There were 20 of us
who were detained. 10 of us were laid, there were allegations of arson against
us and we then went.

These allegations were dismissed in Zwelitsha, because there was no full
evidence, so there was no court case.

On my release, I asked for help from the Council of Churches, because I needed
money, so as to be able to lay a claim against the Ciskei Government.

Unfortunately the person at the offices here in Queenstown said they could not
assist me.

DR RAMASHALA: When you were beaten by the police, and there were 20 of you, did
they take each one of you privately to a separate room or did they beat you all
at once?

W GOMBA: They would take us one by one, because they took me as an individual to
a particular room. That is where questioning happened. They would ask me about
certain boys that had been arrested during the public violence and then they
accused us of being responsible for this.
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DR RAMASHALA: You may continue sir.

W GOMBA: What was I saying by the way? So when this case was discharged,
dismissed, I went to the Council of Churches to ask for finance, but they could
not help me.

Then I could not lay any claim for the torture and all the disruptions I had
suffered. Because I used to have a small shop. When I went out, it was no longer
operating, because the police, Ciskei police used to throw tear gas into our
house and my wife had a two year old child.

So my wife decided to run away from Sada and when to Mbekweni, leaving
everything behind and all that she left behind, was stolen.

And even the shop, there had been some burglaries there, so when I came out of
jail, there was just nothing at home and even no one keeping the home.

So I had to go and look for my wife and when I got there, I found my wife but
she refused to go back to Sada.

And I was forced therefor to buy a house there in Mbekweni with the little money
I had.

My children too were being harassed, because they were saying they were part of
this. Some of them went to Cape Town, some were arrested. They were no longer
attending school.

DR RAMASHALA: Sir, how many children did you have?

W GOMBA: I have four children. The eldest is 32 years old, the next is 29 years
old, the next is 17 and 12 years the last one.

DR RAMASHALA: And what do they do? What are they doing now?

W GOMBA: I'm not doing anything, I am just selling and my children are doing
nothing, because I don't have money.
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The eldest has passed standard 10 and then the next just went as far as standard
10, so the next is still in standard 8 and the other one is in standard 2.

DR RAMASHALA; Do you want to continue with your story?

W GOMBA: I am now through Madam.

DR RAMASHALA: Sir, how do you want to instruct the Commission? What is it that
the Commission can do for you?

W GOMBA: I would like this Commission to consider that because of the suffering
I went through, my children could not continue with their schooling. Therefor I
am asking this Commission to send my children back to school, because they still
want to get education.



DR RAMASHALA: Are you still together with your wife?

W GOMBA: Yes, I am still with my wife.

DR RAMASHALA: Anything else that you would like to add?

W GOMBA: There is nothing else I would like to say.

REVD FINCA: Any questions? Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Gomba, in your statement you say you were unemployed due to this.
Did they write a letter to you?

W GOMBA: Yes, they wrote me a letter discharging me from work because they
claimed it had been quite a long time that I had not been reporting to work.

REVD XUNDU: Was it the Ciskei Government or was it the Government in South
Africa? And then what did you get when they discharged you?

W GOMBA: No, I didn't get any grants and I asked why. They said it is because I
had stayed away from work for a very long time.

And when I was still in jail, some of the tools I was using at work, were stolen
and then they said therefor, I was not going to be given the pension money,
because some
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tools had been stolen from me.

REVD XUNDU: Were they taking some pension fund from you?

W GOMBA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Now do you want this Commission to investigate this?

W GOMBA: Yes, I even wrote letters to the Department of Works where I used to
work, but to no avail.

REVD XUNDU: Now how old are your children and where do they attend school?

REVD FINCA: Any more questions? Mr Gomba, we thank you for your story.

We are going to ask that you should give us time as this Commission, to
investigate mainly on the torture that you went through.

The investigation unit will perhaps give us more information on the torture that
you were subjected to as Dr Ramashala said. Though the detention is well known
that it is a violation of human rights, according to the Act of this Commission,
we have been restricted just to look into matters like murder, abduction,
appearance, torture and ill-treatment.

So we are going to ask the investigation unit to probe into the matter of your
torture, so we could have a global picture and see whether your matter falls
within this Act or not.

So we thank you for your story and you are now going to work hand in hand with
the investigation unit as from now. Thank you.



--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: We shall now call upon Lydia Jack to come to the front.

NOMATHEMBA LYDIA JACK: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Lydia. We also thank you for coming here before this
Commission today, to come and share your painful experiences when you were
tortured until today, you are what we see here in front of us.

Thank you for, because we can see that it is not easy for you to move, but you
have made it a point that you have come to appear here. It is good that you have
come here in person and not sent anyone to come and represent you, so that we
don't get a report of your condition, we should see it.

Even people here can see how people have caused damage to you. We shall now hand
over to Dr Mapula Ramashala who is going to help you and ask questions based on
your statement.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Nomathemba Lydia Jack, good morning. Chairperson, as you've
said before us is Ms Nomathemba Lydia Jack, she walks with difficulty, her life
has been changed, and changed forever.

She had wonderful dreams like all of us. And as a very young woman she lost a
baby. She will tell us this morning what happened to her.

And I think in her story will be revealed the unique
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way that the police tortured women. Ms Jack, take your time and when you are
ready, would you please start by telling us a little bit about yourself.

What happened before that eventful day of September 1985? What you were doing
and what your dreams were and how they were interrupted by the conditions in
South Africa. Please proceed.

NL JACK: (No interpretation) ... then they used - the policemen used to come at
two in the morning to our houses and then on this particular morning, Xongwani
and Charles who were policemen were in the company of others, came to my
grandmother's place and then they threw away the beer that was there.

I ultimately went to the police station and I found Zola Olivier and Awa, then I
asked them what they wanted from me.

Then they said I was a comrade from Cape Town who had come to Indwe to
instigate, then I said no, all I received was just a paper that was telling me
that there was a meeting to be held.



So they took me and put me into a cell and they squeezed by breasts. They kept
me in the cell. Whilst I was there, a policeman named Awa called me aside only
to find that he wanted to rape me.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Jack I know this might be very uncomfortable for you, but it is
important for us to have as clear a picture as possible. I'd like you to explain
a little more by what you meant by they also pulled my breasts.

Exactly how did they do that?

NL JACK: The pulling of my breasts was in, they did it
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aside, they asked me to come to them because they were calling us one by one.
What they did, they opened up my breasts and then they squeezed until my
breasts, until they turned red.

Then I told them I wanted to go to the Doctor, but they refused. They kicked me
and only allowed me to go to the hospital just once.

DR RAMASHALA: How many of the policemen tugged at your breasts?

NL JACK: There were three of them, Oliphant, Awa and Zola. Then in 1986, whilst
I was there in the cell, the policeman came at about ten and asked me said
someone was calling us.

Then I went out, only to find that there was no one actually calling me, but
there was Awa standing waiting for me. Then I screamed. I then went back to the
cell and wrote a note which I threw over.

Then Awa asked me to keep silent and not to tell Steve, then I asked but why,
then he said he would shoot me, then I wrote a note and threw it outside.

But I kept in the cell in Dodrecht in 1986. Christa told me that we were going
to be there for 14 days and that did not happen. We were again called one by
one, there was Charles and another policeman from Queenstown.

This policeman said, asked me what member of an organisation was I. Then he
called me a "skelm", then he said I was also an illiterate and he said I came
from Cape Town and they even said "voetsek" to me and kicked me.

Then I ignored that, they asked me who was our leader. Then they asked me
whether I knew Ringo, then I said yes.

They pushed me outside, kicking me. Then outside I saw Xicka, we were moving in
one by one. We then went back to
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the cell.

Mchlongwane came whilst we were in the cell and then said we should pack our
clothes, because we were going home.



Then we left with the Black policemen, we were put into the van and taken to
Dodrecht. They beat us up there in Dodrecht.

I was pregnant then someone asked why they brought me there. I fell down, I had
problems with breathing, then Finki took me and the policemen also came and
called me Mandela's dog.

Then another policeman came to keep guard on me in hospital and handcuffed me.
Both my legs were handcuffed and could not even move, I couldn't even get to the
toilet.

Then I was given only a bed pan to use. Then I was under Dr Pillay's care.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Jack, I want you to go back when the two policewomen
interrogated you. Did you know before you were arrested, that you were expecting
a baby?

NL JACK: Yes, I knew that I was pregnant.

DR RAMASHALA; And how did this two policewomen find out that you were pregnant?
Did they examine you or were you showing already?

NL JACK: I was obvious, I was pregnant. It happened that when I got to
Queenstown, Pillay examined me and I was in a private ward, then the policemen
came, one was a White, short policeman.

They called me Mandela's dog, I even answered back and said you are also dogs.
Then they took me to the cell and beat me up.

I couldn't walk, then they transferred me to East London and I found policemen
once more. They were White
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policemen, they were beating me, sending me to the cells now and again.

Whenever there was no Doctor, they would beat me and they would handcuff my
legs. I got confused, then I asked where is my child.

DR RAMASHALA: Before we get to the point where you loose the baby. In your
statement you say that there were several policeman who were interrogating them.
Among them was Andiwe Awa and that Mr Awa was forcing you to have sexual
relations with him, am I correct? And that when you refused, he pulled you by
your hair and dragged you back to your cell, am I correct? What happened in the
cell?

NL JACK: In the cell I told the other girls who were sharing the cell with me, I
then wrote a note and threw it over to the cell that was occupied by the males.

I wanted Steve to read it, one of the comrades. Then the male comrades decided
to go on a hunger strike for this and it happened.

Then even in hospital I will continue do this.

DR RAMASHALA: is it true that Mr Awa stopped or was prevented from sexually
assaulting you because you screamed very hard?

NL JACK: Yes, I cried. When Awa was trying to have sexual relations with me, I
screamed and cried.



DR RAMASHALA: You can go on with your story.

NL JACK: When I came to East London, there were many Doctors who attended to me.
Then they gave an instruction that the policemen should not touch me again.

And I was there for about a month. When my grandmother came to visit me with a
policeman called Lukas, they took the handcuffs off, they gave me meat to eat
and I was
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confused.

Policemen from Indwe came too and my grandmother, Mambele found me in a bad
condition in hospital.

Then there is a Doctor from Queenstown, Pillay, phoned East London and asked
that when I get discharged from hospital, I should go back to Queenstown.

Then a letter was sent to the police station and also to the hospital and this
happened. I went home in November.

But the policemen continued to visit me. They even asked me to go to the Clinic,
they took me actually to the Clinic. They said they wanted to talk to me, then I
said i didn't have anything to say to them.

Then they put me into a bedroom and said I had to go to the Clinic because I had
to go on contraception.

DR RAMASHALA: How old were you then?

NL JACK: I can't remember how old I was at that time. Then it happened, the
policeman took me to the Clinic. My complaint, I felt better any way but I had
crutches I was using.

Then I asked my uncle what should I do because now people were taking care of me
and doing everything for me.

We then went to the Magistrate's office and my uncle told the Magistrate
everything. Then the interpreter said to me I should give them a photo-copy of
my ID.

Then I went to some White people who were standing aside. Then after that, I
would go to the Magistrate's place to go and get the outcome. I would hire cars,
because I couldn't walk properly.

I also went to a Social Worker to lodge a complaint.

That Mrs Pienaar said she was going to attend to me, but I've been waiting until
now. Nothing has happened up to QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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date.

DR RAMASHALA: Are you presently under treatment Ms Jack?



NL JACK: Yes, I get medical treatment from East London.

DR RAMASHALA: And how often do you see the Doctor?

NL JACK: I go to the Doctor almost every day, but I go to the East London, to
see the East London Doctors on Wednesdays.

DR RAMASHALA; I see when you walk, you have to drag your leg. Was that part of
the punishment when they chained you to a bed?

NL JACK: Yes, it is. There was some water leaking in the toilet and I had to
sleep there on the water because the mattress had to be put there. I was
instructed to sleep there on a wet mattress.

And I was kept on handcuffs just that they even left marks on my hands and feet.

DR RAMASHALA: You were 17 years old. What standard were you in?

NL JACK: I was doing standard 7 at the time.

DR RAMASHALA: And you have since stopped your education?

NL JACK: I am no longer going to school.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Jack, it has been almost ten years now, could you give us some
idea about what you would like the Commission to do.

NL JACK: I would like the Commission to assist me because I cannot walk and my
parents don't have a proper living place. I also want to go back to school.

DR RAMASHALA: Have you used crutches at all during these ten years, or a
wheelchair?

NL JACK: I now use crutches, but I am not good at making use of the crutches,
sometimes I fall down.
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DR RAMASHALA; Are there anything else that I may not have covered that you would
like to tell us?

NL JACK: Yes, there is something else I want to say. When I was discharged from
hospital in 1989, I went to the Dodrecht police station to get my clothes and I
was told that I should ask Nmambi about my clothes.

Then I asked but why because I had left them there for their care, then they
said they were going to look for them.

I went back and I again went to the police station, but they did not get all the
clothes. I only got back a dress, a skirt and a blouse. Then I asked what had
happened to my shoes, then they said they would look for them.

Then they asked me that I should phone them, then I said no I couldn't do that,
because I didn't have the money.

But up to now, they are quiet and I haven't received those articles back.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Jack, thank you very much for your testimony. It is pretty
clear that you had dreams and that those dreams were interrupted, but you are



indeed a very brave lady.

I don't know if you ever received any assistance at all after you lost your
baby, I don't know whether you ever received any counselling at all. Could you
tell us a little bit about what carried you through that period.

NL JACK: I went to Bishop Lavis in Cape Town just before I came to Indwe and
then I was told that I was pregnant when I wasn't aware as such.

Then when I came home, Sister Malela she was there and I vomited blood. It was
full, the bucket was full of blood, then I was sent to the, my sister did not
have money.

In stead she gave me Med Lemon and some Grandpa and QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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this gave me some slight relieve and I could get to the toilet.

DR RAMASHALA: Did you loose the baby in the hospital or outside of the hospital?

NL JACK: When I lost the baby, I was still in jail. Then when I recovered I was
in a hospital in East London.

DR RAMASHALA: Let me ask you to speculate. Do you think you lost the baby
spontaneously or do you think the baby was taken from you?

NL JACK: I think I could call it and even from the beating by the police, I then
lost my baby through that.

DR RAMASHALA: Do you remember the name of the Doctor who attended to you at the
hospital?

NL JACK: I was under the attention of Dr Pillay here in Queenstown.

DR RAMASHALA: And this was in 1986?

NL JACK: And this was in 1986.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Jack, thank you very much for particularly your bravery.
Chairperson, I hand over to you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Dr Romachela. Are there any questions? Lydia, we thank you
for telling us your story which reminds us in a special way that females, when
they take part in struggles, they used to suffer a lot more than any other
person.

They suffered firstly because they were Black in a country where the Blacks were
considered as being useless because the Whites were protected by the Law.

Secondly, they suffered because the were activists as you were one, who was
trying to liberate this country, South Africa.

Thirdly, they suffered because they happen to be
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females. So, the suffering that was, that Mr Xundu once had and any other person
like you and other females, you suffered more than those people ... (tape ends)
(tape starts) ... into the contribution made by females.

This hearing will truly focus on the violations that were done to females which
has been kept as a secret, which we did not experience as males.

Therefor in that hearing you may again be called and I want to add that you come
from a small village, small town and usually the media has always been biased in
favour of big cities.

Those of you who struggled in small towns, nobody cared about your contribution.
I've been here in the Eastern Cape for quite some time, but I've never read
about this experience of yours because the media sometimes gets biased against
the rural people.

We therefor thank you for giving us this story. We also thank Dr Mapule
Romachela because though your body is destroyed but your spirit is not
destroyed. We therefor thank you, we salute you as a hero of our struggle and if
South Africa fails to acknowledge hero's like you, it will have failed in a very
important task.

Especially since you come from such a small village. We shall therefor ask you
to go back to where you were and we thank you.

----------



MS MAYA: We shall now call upon Maria Mkayi.

REVD FINCA: We would like you to be quiet please, quiet please. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Ma'am in this statement before us we find that you too lost your
husband at the shooting incident at this church. We would now like you to please
tell us who Mnyandeki was and how your life changed after this incident and also
tell us how you felt after the death of your husband when he was shot at this
church.

M MKAYI: I've never been right since then up till now. I am receiving treatment
at present.

MS MAYA: How did you feel when your husband was shot in that church?

M MKAYI: I was very hurt because there is no one that helps me.

MS MAY: Who told you what happened?

M MKAYI: My neighbour came to tell me. When I was going out following my husband
to church, my neighbour appeared and sent a child to call me and please come,
because my husband has been injured.

MS MAYA; When you got there, what happened Ma'am?

M MKAYI: Before I even got there, I was told to go back, that there was a car
going to the yard and I went back and

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

26 M MKAYI

found the car at the yard. I said that this man must go with him and the
children and take him to the hospital.

This man then went and when he got to the corner house, there were hippo's
standing there and they stopped it, the car and told the children to get out and
searched it and wanted to know who was this person going with, then this man
said he is with me.

And they wanted to know who are you, he said I am Mboqana, I'm taking him to the
hospital and they put Mboqana in the hippo and said this is a bloody communist.

MS MAYA: And this vehicle which was stopped by the police, you say that they
took him out of the car and put him into the hippo? Much as your husband was
hurt, he was taken out and put into the hippo and why did they say they were
taking him out?

M MKAYI: Because they didn't want him to go to the hospital because he was a
communist or a comrade.

MS MAYA: What happened after they had put him into the hippo?

M MKAYI: The children came back and told me and we slept because it was late
already and the next morning my neighbour and I woke up and went to the hospital
to check and we were told that he wasn't there.

We were referred to court and when we got to court, we got there when they were
busy opening and there were several people there.



Other were laying on the floor, others on top of the tables and when we found
him, we were told to go into an office there at the mortuary.

We went there and we were asked who does he belong to and I said, he is mine and
we were told to take him to a
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place where we could have him, to a mortuary.

I then went to Russel. I went and took him to Russel and Russel signed that he
would accept him and I went home.

The following morning when we were preparing ourselves, Russel came and said he
had come to fetch us because we were needed. When we got there, Russel said that
we should go and it was now that he was being released to take him.

And we then went back home, they had already taken him.

MS MAYA: What explanation did you get for his death because I mean, you had last
seen him on his way to the hospital for treatment and next thing he was dead?

M MKAYI: There at the police station, where he was taken at court, he, when I
hear people talking I understand that he died when he got there and I wanted to
know what was found and I was told that he had died of bullet wounds.

MS MAYA: You got the corpse and you prepared for the funeral. Were you harassed
or what happened, what bad treatment did you received?

M MKAYI: I haven't been healthy ever since then, even during the preparations
for the funeral, after the funeral the police didn't stop harassing us. They
would come to the house and ask what damage there was and I would just say that
there was nothing wrong, and they would take the children.

The children weren't getting any rest. The children were not getting any rest.
Since then, my health was not being right and I have had to stay at home because
of health reasons.

MS MAYA: Was anyone arrested, was there any investigation?

M MKAYI: No, there was no investigation or inquest.

After the funeral we were told that we were wanted at
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court and we went and when we got there, there were seven of us, I was the first
one.

And when I looked, I saw that there was no Magistrate, there was only the
Prosecutor and other people. I was called and I went in and I was told that
Cooperwitz had said that he had TB.

I said, no Cooperwitz was laying, he never had TB, he was working at Rex
Security and there was nothing wrong with his health.



MS MAYA: Did they say that this was the Doctor's report that he had TB?

M MKAYI: Yes, they said that Cooperwitz had said that he had had TB.

After that no further steps were taken up until now.

MS MAYA: Didn't you approach an attorney?

M MKAYI: No, I did not go. I never had any means to go to an attorney.

MS MAYA; What is your wish, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

M MKAYI: I do have a wish. I do not work. I do not even have a place, I live in
a shack.

And I would like the Commission to help me in such regards. I've got a child
that stopped attending school because of the lack of finance.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else Ma'am?

M MKAYI: No, that is all because I am still receiving treatment. I don't even
know what else to say.

MS MAYA: One more question. One last question, when your husband died, how old
were your children?

M MKAYI: They were a bit old, my two. The one limps and the other one is the one
that stopped schooling.
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MS MAYA: Thank you very much Ma'am.

MR SANDI: Let us now go to Ms Dastile. Mrs Dastile, in your statement you said
that your child Fikile Dastile was also at the church at the time of the
shooting incident.

NA DASTILE: Yes, he had ... (tape ends) (tape starts) ... up at home and at
about five o'clock, half past four, five o'clock, a car came with three men
inside.

One of the men had recognised him as somebody that stayed there. I don't know
who the other two men were.

The men came and stopped the car at the gate.

MR SANDI: Is this the car that had Fikile inside when he was injured, was this
before he died?

NA DASTILE: Yes. He, when he came, he couldn't even talk any more. When they
brought him out of the car, they were carrying him, but he couldn't talk because
he had a hole in his chest and when they blew there, he would look and when they
stopped, he would close his eyes.

And when we looked at his back, there was a hole there too and a big hole on
either side of his back and another one in the region of his stomach and they
said to me Mama sit, we are taking him to the hospital.



They never came back and told me what happened at the hospital. We woke up the
next morning and we were told to go and look for him at the hospital.

MR SANDI: When you got to the hospital, what was happening there? Did you find
Fikile?

NA DASTILE: At the hospital I found a nurse who told me that all the people who
were shot at the meeting, were sent to the mortuary at the court.

MR SANDI: Did you then go to the mortuary at court?

NA DASTILE: I went to the mortuary and when I got there,
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three of us arrived at the same time, but we did not really know each other and
when we got there, there was a Doctor coming out and there were five policemen
who were carrying firearms.

And we wanted help because we wanted to go inside and identify our people. When
the policemen looked at us, they said to us, they're dead, we don't know what
killed them. We didn't answer.

The Doctor passed us and they also went past and when we went into the mortuary,
what we saw there was, we just heard because when we got there it was cleaned up
already, apparently the Doctor must have done the post-mortem.

They were laying on their backs and they had been cleaned already. You could see
that the men, you could differentiate the men from the boys because they were
naked and they were laying next to each other.

We came and identified them and I saw Fikile.

MR SANDI: The Doctor that was with those five policemen, do you know him?

NA DASTILE: No, I don't know him.

MR SANDI: While you people were preparing for the funeral, were there any
incidents that disturbed you people?

NA DASTILE: When we were preparing for the funeral, there were disturbances
because while we were there waiting for the date of the funeral, the police came
and told us to go out and sweep the streets.

While we were going out, before we got there, some women came and made it
possible for me to go along the wall and go into the house and they proceeded to
go and sweep the streets.

MR SANDI: Was there any conditions in connection with
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the burial of your son?

NA DASTILE: No. The people had requested the funeral for that day.



MR SANDI: How did the funeral go that day?

NA DASTILE; The day of the funeral we went by Kombi the morning to the mortuary
and we were taken to AVBOB to go and see them for the last time.

When we got to AVBOB they were put outside and we could see them and we were
brought back and they were then transported to the Israel, by the Israel by the
stadium where the service was going to be held.

They then blocked the way for us not to pass on the way from there and they
would stop the vehicles that we were travelling in and look for whatever it was
they were looking for.

And when we finished the service at the stadium, there were two hippo's which
were standing near Zwelixa and two Priests, I don't know who they were, came
out.

I don't know if, I know there was a White Priest, but they went to the hippo's
and said to these police, we asked to have this funeral, why are you people
holding us inside here.

And they said no the hippo is stuck, we didn't come to you. The funeral
proceeded to the graveyard and the hippo's moved from there and when we got to
the graveyard, there was a helicopter flying above.

We proceeded and we were told by the Marshals that we should leave first and get
straight into the vehicles, we shouldn't wait until everything had been
finished.

When we finished, we left and got into a Kombi. The Kombi in which we were, is
the same one in which the Kamati
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family was.

MR SANDI: Sorry Ms Dastile, are you going to repeat what was said by Ms Kamati?

NA DASTILE: The part that I am going to say is that since we were the mourners,
we were supposed to go to the yard. When they were being stopped by the police,
I jumped out and I went into the yard.

MR SANDI: Let us just go beyond that. Did you go to an attorney for advice? Did
you go to an attorney? Is there an attorney that you approached for advice?

NA DASTILE: No, we did not go to an attorney.

MR SANDI: Did you hear about policemen that had been arrested in connection with
this matter?

NA DASTILE: No, I did not hear anything.

MR SANDI: Now that you are here in front of the Commission Ms Dastile, do you
have any request from the Commission? What can the Commission do for you?

NA DASTILE: I do have a request. Since my child died I live a life where I get
odd jobs here and there, but my life has never been right again.



MR SANDI: Do you mean that this terrible incident that you have all spoken
about, has affected your life?

NA DASTILE: It affected my health because I am a diabetic and my eyes also are a
problem.

MR SANDI: Are you under any treatment currently?

NA DASTILE: Yes, I do go to a Doctor for treatment.

MR SANDI: Who is this Doctor? Who is this Doctor?

NA DASTILE: My Doctor is Doctor Beukes, but he passed away recently and I
haven't been to another Doctor yet.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say?

NA DASTILE: I would like to know if the Commission cannot QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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help me because I would have liked these people who killed my child to be
prosecuted.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ma'am.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions? Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: (No interpretation)

NA DASTILE: ... there was another one with white hair, called Van Vuuren, he was
called Van Vuuren. One was called Van Vuuren.

REVD XUNDU: Are there, don't you know any other names of these policemen?

NA DASTILE: No.

REVD XUNDU: The nurse that was assisting there, do you know her name?

NA DASTILE: Yes, I do.

REVD XUNDU: What is her name?

NA DASTILE: She was Sister Batwali. She was Sister Batwali. The one who was
saying that the police should be phoned.

REVD XUNDU: The White one that was also there, what was her name?

NA DASTILE: I don't know her name.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Dr Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson, this question is directed to all the witnesses. Since
this was a mass massacre, have you thought about how you would like all of them
to be remembered. Now I am not talking about individual remembrances, I am
talking about a community remembrance. Have you thought about it? Dr Ramashala
would like to know if you people have thought of any way in which you, you the
families of the 11 would like them to be remembered? the 11 QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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people who died in that Methodist Church on that day, have you thought of a way
in which they can be remembered? If you haven't thought about it yet, say so. If
you have, you can say what ideas you have.

WITNESSES: We do have a wish that even if there can be a memorial stone to
remember them, by which we can remember them, in their memory, just a plaque or
a memorial stone.

REVD FINCA: Mothers and comrades, we thank you for coming to share this with us.
This event which I am sure will never be forgotten.

And which is very painful and very emotional where you lost loved ones. South
Africa would have made a mistake, an unforgivable mistake if because of being
preoccupied with other things, it would forget about people such as yourselves.

And forget to say thank you. And overlook the high price that you paid for the
freedom of this land.

You have made various requests here as families and you have made a request as a
group. If it was up to us, we would say here is an answer right now, but this
Commission does not have the authority to respond to the request immediately.

Our work ends after we have made recommendations to the President of the Country
and it is the President of the Country in conjunction with the Cabinet who will
decide what the people of Queenstown, who have lost loved ones in that Methodist
Church, will be - what will be done about them.

We will make sure that we forward your requests to the President and the answer
will be obtained from him in due course and it will be forwarded back to you.

Finally, I would like to make one last appeal. My
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appeal is directed to the policemen who were involved on that day.

You said in your testimony that there were White policemen and Black policemen.
I'd like to specifically ask the Black policemen who were there that day, I hope
it will not be necessary for us to investigate this matter.

The Black policemen should be able to, especially as children of Mlungisi, be
able to come to the Commission. Even if they came to me or any of the panellists
here and came to tell us who were the people who were responsible for this.

We are not supposed to conduct an investigation and waste time where there are
those who have information that can help us in finding out who was responsible
for this.

I would just like to make that appeal that those that were involved, must please
come forward so that there can be peace and reconciliation among the people and
among the families of the 11 people who died at Mlungisi.

I would now like to ask you to go back to your seats, we are going to take our



last witness before we conclude today's proceedings. Thank you very much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: NOMASIKIZI E. KHOLISILE

MILIYANDA ROTO

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

NOMASIKIZI ENGELINA KHOLISILE: (sworn states)

MILIYANDA ROTO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: I give them over to you, Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Let us thank Revd Xundu and ask him to lead the witness.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. Mrs Nomasikizi, by the way what is your clan name?

NE KHOLISILE: My clan name is Mambamba.

REVD XUNDU: Qila?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: They are very important people of the Qila family whom I know. What
is your surname now? Let me say briefly, you come from Cathcart and you have
come here on behalf of Mnyamana Daliwe, who got injured. How old was he? How old
was he?

NE KHOLISILE: I don't know his age.

REVD XUNDU: Was he an adult already?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes, he was.

REVD XUNDU: Was he married?

NE KHOLISILE: No, he was still a bachelor.

REVD XUNDU: Was he a member of any organisation?

NE KHOLISILE: No.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any organisation, political organisation there?
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NE KHOLISILE: Yes, there was the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Go on and explain what happened on that day.

NE KHOLISILE: In 1985 in November, at about between eight and half past eight,



and we were already sleeping, there was a knock at the door.

Then I responded. The response, someone said open, then I opened the door and a
lot of huge people who had masks came into the house and they had shambocks with
them.

They asked for Mnyamana, I said he was at Plantation, then they went out.

REVD XUNDU: Now, do you mean these people were soldiers?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes, they had coats that were worn by the soldiers then. So they
went out and went to the neighbouring houses and later came back and they said
you parents, who doesn't have truth. We know that Mnyamana is here with you, we
are coming back to you.

Then they searched for him and found him in one bed and took him out. There were
four of them, then the others followed.

I also followed them. At the door in a small voice, someone said, go back, you
old woman. I did not. As we were going out of the door, I saw a lot of people,
then I exclaimed. Then I heard some shouting, hold her, hold her, then they held
me and took me back into the house.

And I just can't tell exactly whether they had lifted me up or not, they threw
me on the bed and asked me to keep quiet and not even scream and if I had
screamed, they promised that they were going to come back to me and they covered
me with blankets, and I did not remove them.

So they left, it was quite a long time that I heard a scream and a moan, until
this came closer and closer to the
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window of the bedroom.

Someone was crying, asking what have I done, please forgive me. It was quiet and
this voice called, sissie, sissie, but I was quiet, but very much awake and very
frightened.

After a time it was quiet and it was late at night. It was quiet for a long
time, until at five o'clock in the morning, I tiptoed to the door and the door
was not locked.

I opened the door and I saw something laying there at the door. I looked, I saw
it was his trousers and underpants and they were burnt.

I looked around in the yard, behind the house and I couldn't see him. ... went
on, went to Nmopomzile's home, that is my daughter's house and I told them that
Mnyamana had not come back, he had been taken away by some people.

So Nmopomzoli and her husband came with me to my house, we searched and
Nmopomzoli went around where to where the toilet and she said there he is in
another yard, at the gate of that other house.

The husband went there and found it was him, they had burnt him. I must say I
never saw him up to that time, they had been taking him out of the house, I
pause, thank you.

REVD XUNDU: What do you think could have been the cause of all this?



NE KHOLISILE: When they were searching for him, they were saying they were
looking for an informer, but they were not actually telling what he had done.

REVD XUNDU: In this statement you say this boy was labelled an informer because
he had gone to buy during a consumer boycott.

NE KHOLISILE: They did not say that here even to me. Even
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that time, he never said that he had gone to buy, because he was working in
town, he just went to go and sleep in his room.

On this particular day he had decided to vacate his room and come and sleep with
me, because his son had come from Johannesburg. So he was going to use that
room.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a consumer boycott there in Cathcart?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes, there was.

REVD XUNDU: Because in your statement you say, you have mentioned that he had
gone into a liquor store to buy.

NE KHOLISILE: He had not actually bought actually but there was a patrol, then
he did not want to wake up and he did not want to join the group that was
patrolling, then in the morning the person he had fought with, went to the
police station to lay a charge.

People used to be woken up at night that they should keep guard, so he refused
to do that. Because he had gone to the police, people were unhappy. So they came
to get him, to burn him, so that when there is a court case, he should not be
there.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know the name of that person that he fought with?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes, he said his name was Orange.

REVD XUNDU: Do you think that this was the reason that he was labelled as an
informer - not the actual buying during a consumer boycott? How old was he when
he died?

NE KHOLISILE: I can't tell, but he was quite old.

REVD XUNDU: You say he had a son who was from Johannesburg?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes.
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REVD XUNDU: Was he married?

NE KHOLISILE; No.



REVD XUNDU: But he had a son?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How many children did the son have?

NE KHOLISILE: He has got one child and he is still young. Yes, he vacated the
room for his son.

REVD XUNDU: Where was he working?

NE KHOLISILE: You mean the son, the dead?

REVD XUNDU: Yes.

NE KHOLISILE: He used to work for the council.

REVD XUNDU: Which council there? Did he have any pension, pension grant?

NE KHOLISILE: Yes, now, the son now gets the pension grant from the Government
because after that incident, he got mentally disturbed.

REVD XUNDU: Does he perhaps get any assistance from the Municipality as the
employer of the father?

NE KHOLISILE: No, he was not getting any money.

REVD XUNDU: What is the name of the person who got mentally disturbed?

NE KHOLISILE: The name is Loyiso.

REVD XUNDU: How old is he according to your estimation?

NE KHOLISILE: Oh, I don't know.

REVD XUNDU: In what standard is he?

NE KHOLISILE: No, he doesn't go to school.

REVD XUNDU: What is your request to this Commission then?

NE KHOLISILE: My request to this Commission is that we should get assistance in
as far as his son is concerned, because he cannot work because he is mentally
disturbed. He is mad since that time and he also has a child. He lives on
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the pension grant.

REVD XUNDU: Were you dependant on your son who died?

NE KHOLISILE: You mean my brother, he was my brother.

REVD XUNDU; Were you dependant on him?

NE KHOLISILE: No, I was not dependent on him.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.



REVD FINCA: Mama, Mrs Kholisile, we thank you that you have told this Commission
explicitly the way in which Mnyamana died. Being told for as you say what did
not actually need that he should die.

There could have been some other means to address and sort this out without
someone loosing a life.

I have already said that those times during the times of struggle, there are
certain things which happened and which are a disgrace to the struggle because
if a person doesn't want to go and patrol, there could have been other means
that - there are structures who could have addressed this matter, without
someone having to die.

We sympathise with you, we sympathise with your family and we assure you that
this Commission is going to look into this request and attend to it.

This Commission also has to investigate further with the structures there in
Cathcart because matters of this nature should be resolved so that people should
reconcile and work together in this new South Africa.

We therefor thank you and your daughter and we shall ask you to go back to your
seats.

--------------------



MS MAYA: We thank you for the information. We shall now ask Eric Mbango to give
his side of the story.

Mr Mbango, Mr Ndletyana explained to us how this trouble started in Molteno
which led to the killing of most children.

You also lost a brother by the name of Richard Mbango, whose wife is here
present. Could you just tell us what happened to Richard on that day?

E MBANGO: I thank you Mr Chairperson. It was in the afternoon. My brother was a
security officer at Silverquicks, then he left in the morning.

Those times there were no people who were loitering the streets of Molteno. So
he had to use the back streets because he was scared of what was happening.

When he came to an open place, they decided to chase him. Potgieter was one of
the chasers, because he was seen. There was another Coloured called Grootboom
who is in Knysna presently as a security officer.

Because whenever they do all these evil deeds, they always get promoted, we saw
Potgieter one time in Molteno
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and he was driving a car, registered CL.

When my brother was shot, I got that information and the wife too, was told and
she is the one who came to inform us. When the news was told to my mother, that
Kipithi had died, I thought I would go to the hospital and they stopped me,
because they said males were not allowed in there, because of the trouble that
was taking place.

So I couldn't go. My mother and his wife went there. When they got there, they
brought back the news that he had passed away.

The following day I couldn't go to work, then I went to the police station. We
were kept there for almost a whole day, without getting attention. I was with
another Fatoyi lady. We waited and waited, then they told us what we were
supposed to do.

Then we did not agree about the arrangements of the funeral. Then there was
another man who was with me. They told us we had to bury anyhow, then I said no,
that will not happen because this is a man and he is married, he has got
children. He is not going to be buried anyhow.

Then one of those who had been shot, was to be buried on a Wednesday, so we
decided to bury him on a Saturday. So it was still confusion there.

One other day, when we were preparing to bury him, during this night vigil, in a
certain farm, there were lights where people were watching from that farm, but
the vigil continued, we buried the person.

It went on and on and I went back to work, but I was unhappy.

Potgieter came to the garage one Saturday. In fact you could see that he had
come to harass me, but I didn't care
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because my brother had died already. I told Potgieter that he mustn't think it
is the end of it all.

He said to the manager of the garage we have heard everything that he has said,
we are going to get him when he goes out of work. And this manager asked me have
you heard what that Baas said, then I said, whose the Baas, then he said, that
policeman.

Then I said, I told him nonsense. Why didn't you tell to me when he was still
present here. I then said to him, I also have feelings just like you, you
mustn't think just because you are White, I'm Black, after all the blood is the
same.

Then I said to him you see, at seven o'clock I'm knocking off, then I just took
a decision just to go home and I went home.

So as to save myself from being killed. The following day my father came, but I
could see that it was bad. Then the father to the son asked why I had confronted
his son. Then I said you can do whatever you wanted to do to me and then there
was this problem, the two of us so I had to be discharged and I never got rests
thereafter.

From 1986, because they still continued to do all these things even if the
people had not done anything, they came to the old location, they threw tear gas
into our home. They jumped, they got into the house through the window because
they thought we are harbouring these young children.

They smashed everything, there were visitors at home, the provision that was
there, they were twisting everything, then they asked these young boys to go and
stand outside and to take off their shoes. One of the people who was Grootboom,
who is now in Knysna.
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MS MAYA: Mr Mbango, let's talk about Grootboom. Grootboom and Potgieter are they
known to be responsible as the people who shot him, were they ever arrested?

E MBANGO: No, they were not, in stead they were transferred. Then I've just
recently seen them.

MS MAYA: Was there perhaps any inquests that was done on the death of this
brother of yours?

E MBANGO: No, but the idea I have here in my mind is that that information from
the Doctor about the bullet, because I feel the Station Commander is the one
that instructed that there should be shooting.

MS MAYA: Who is the name of that Doctor?

E MBANGO: He is Dr Groenburg, he left Molteno.

MS MAYA: And who was the Station Commander?

E MBANGO: He was Folley.



MS MAYA: Was your brother married?

E MBANGO: Yes.

MS MAYA: How old are the children now?

E MBANGO: They are still very young, because we ask the wife to go back home
such that she is still unemployed.

MS MAYA: We now ask you to explain and also state how can we meet you half way
before we give the wife a chance.

E MBANGO: I thank you for that, because I also am happy to get this opportunity.
I want you to send this children to school that is what I'm asking from this
Commission.

Even the sufferings that will be stated by the wife should be met, so I thank
this Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Mbango. Mrs Mbango, I learn that your children was still
very young when you husband died. How old were they?

MRS MBANGO: One was one year and 10 months, the second
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one was about to complete four months.

MS MAYA: Was the eldest one one year and ten months?

MRS MBANGO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where are they now?

MRS MBANGO: They live with me because I live in Grahamstown.

MS MAYA: Do they still go to school?

MRS MBANGO: Yes.

MS MAYA: In what standards are they?

MRS MBANGO: The eldest is 13 and he is in standard 3 and the one, is in standard
1 and he is 11 years.

MS MAYA: How do you support them, do you work?

MRS MBANGO: No, I don't work. I did approach a Social Worker, then he put me on
a pension scheme but he applied, but then I was told that I could not get the
pension, because I was still very young.

The Magistrate there would say I couldn't get any money, then he sent me to the
Magistrate's office to go and get the death certificate which I gave to the
Social Worker in Queenstown.

Then she asked me to go away and gave everything back to me. I went to Cape Town
to my sister, then I received a letter in 1989 that on the 11th my sister was
calling my to Cape Town, and I went there to Cape Town.



I left Cape Town and I came here and I got an amount of R930-00, I get this
amount once in three months, so I do everything for my children.

In July I had to revive this, then I was told that I was young, I was not going
to get any money, I was only given R140-00 as against the R930-00 I had received
before.

So I stayed and stayed and couldn't live in Molteno and QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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I had to leave. I heard someone saying that I could sell in Grahamstown so I
went there. I am now a hawker, I am selling and some other times I get R250-00 a
month.

I have never received any money and people are just playing a fool of me and
then my brother phoned me one Sunday and said I should come here today.

MS MAYA: Your husband, where he was working, did you get any money on behalf of
your husband?

MRS MBANGO: He was working there for three years and then I used to get R54-00
until they stopped giving it to me. then I had to go and receive R94-00 from the
Standard Bank only.

MS MAYA: For how long were you receiving this R54-00?

MRS MBANGO: It was just for a few months that I received R54-00 then they
stopped giving it to me.

MS MAYA: What is your wish, how can we help you as a Commission?

MRS MBANGO: I'm asking this Commission to send my children to school and also to
organise accommodation for me, because I am really hurt. I am suffering if my
sister was not there, I would just be nothing.

MS MAYA: We thank you Mrs Mbango. We shall ask Nolifisi Loliwe Nondleko to give
us her side of the story.

Ms Loliwe, could you tell us of the pain you experienced on the 12th of August
in 1985 about Shwalakhe your son?

REVD FINCA: We are asking for silence please.

MS MAYA: when you talked about him, you said he was your last boy and he was 15
years old because he was born in 1970. Now could you tell us briefly.

NND LOLIWE: Yes, everything is like that as you've said. QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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I was at work and it was in the morning. Some children came to call me and they
said there was fire in the location.

When I got there I couldn't see this child, so I went looking for him. I asked
his friends as well, they said they had last seen him in the morning, so I went
to the hospital.



When I got there, I met a clerk at the hospital. I asked him whether they had
not seen these children, then he said some are there, but yours is in the
mortuary.

I did not go there, I turned. I woke up in the morning on a Tuesday and went to
the hospital and then I asked them to show me the body of my son.

Then they did that. He was - the body was placed in a very bad way and his eyes
were not closed, he was laying on his side as if they had just thrown the body
anyhow, so I went back home.

I asked men from my family to go and prepare his body and even put his body
straight, so they went and they did exactly that.

We then went to the police station together with Mbango to find out about
certain things. The police distanced themselves, but we kept quiet and we did
not get any attention for quite a long time, until we got attended to.

MS MAYA; Why was your son shot at?

NND LOLIWE: He was coming from school.

MS MAYA: Was he a student in that same school where there was some disturbances
and policemen were involved?

NND LOLIWE: I don't know, because I was in the place where I was working. I just
heard that he had been shot at by Grootboom.

MS MAYA: Was this Grootboom ever taken to court or arrested QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

15 NND LOLIWE

or any charges that were laid against Grootboom?

NND LOLIWE: No, there were none and I really didn't know because I was just all
by myself.

MS MAYA; So there was no follow up to that effect to find out what had actually
happened? As you were preparing for the funeral, is there anything that was
disturbing to you?

NND LOLIWE; Do you mean the policemen? Yes, they troubled us because when we
were going to the grave, they were there waiting with guns in their hands.

MS MAYA: Did they disturb you where you were conducting the funeral?

NND LOLIWE: No, they did not.

MS MAYA: I am sure you have got aims by coming here to this Commission. Do you
need perhaps any help in as far as the injury of your son is concerned?

NND LOLIWE: I wish that I could get help, because the father of my son is
paralysed, he is not working and I also don't have any income.

MS MAYA: I want to ask this question to all of you. You may not answer this
question now, but perhaps if you are ready, you may ask it. Those children of
yours who died, how can they be commemorated? Is there any answer to the
question, are you ready with your answer?



We shall therefore give you time so that you bring the answer one other time
after you have perhaps discussed this question. Not now, Mr Ndletyana, you can
take your time and give us the reply later. Ms Loliwe, we thank you. We have
heard your story.

REVD FINCA: Let us now thank Ms Maya. Are there any questions? Mr Ntsikelelo
Sandi, over to you.

MR SANDI: These few questions I am going to ask, can be
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answered two of these males. When all this happened, was there a curvue in
Molteno which is a law which forbids people to be moving up and down at night?

W NDLETYANA: No, I've never heard of it.

MR SANDI: Could you come closer to the microphone.

W NDLETYANA: Me as a listener, I've never heard anything of that nature.

MR SANDI; We heard when you were explaining what happened to your people, are
there any other facts that you are aware of that could have been done by the
policemen to other people who happen not to be present here today?

W NDLETYANA: There are people who suffered, just like us, who are not present
here today.

MR SANDI: What are those the shooting incidents and the killings?

W NDLETYANA; Yes, they were shot at by Potgieter. He is the very person who was
shooting.

MR SANDI; Besides the problems that were there at school, in as far as the
education of your children is concerned, are there any other problems that were
there that were affecting the community members because I observe that you all
talk about disturbances and troubles. What were the problems that people as
community members were encountering?

W NDLETYANA: As community members, since there were two parties there, the ANC
and the PAC, there were no serious clashes between these two organisations.

MR SANDI; I'm actually referring to problems that were posed by the requirements
of the people like lack of taps, lack of accommodation, lack of work. I am just
giving these as an example.

W NDLETYANA: Those were the main problems in Molteno.
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Accommodation, lack of water and many others were the problems.

And this is still the same case, even now.

MR SANDI: Many people there in Molteno, I am asking now what the situation is



there, because I have never been to the place. People there in Molteno, how did
they actually live? Where do they work? Do they work in factories, are there
any?

W NDLETYANA: There are only two factories in Molteno, that is a bakery and a
factory for bones only.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi. Mr Ndletyana, were there some other organisations,
community organisations or the organisations that were from the Government that
were attending to these problems which you referred to earlier on?

W NDLETYANA: Organisations that were there that were established by the
Government was a Crisis Office, then another one was to help the residents which
was the ANC office.

MR SANDI: Do you want to say there was a Residents' Association or Civic
Association - was there anything like that there?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, there were but we really can't figure out what is happening,
because you don't know how they were established and then we just can't get
anything how they operate.

MR SANDI: Were there any Community Councils?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, Community Councils were there before, but they were just like
terrorists to the people.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Chairperson.
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REVD FINCA: How many headphones do you have there? Now we are going to ask them
to put on their headphones, because Dr Ramashala is going to give a summary.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson, I promised you that I will engage the audience and
make sure that you don't go to sleep on me.

Molteno was a small community with primitive facilities, lack of accommodation,
no water born system, no sewerage facilities like most small South African
communities.

There was unrest by school children, and I think you will all agree with me that
our children were impatient with us parents because they felt that we were not
moving the system fast enough.

Children were in constant confrontation with the police and the police
challenged the children even in what we thought were safe areas.

What were the alternatives to shooting and killing children? Well, children
could have been arrested and detained and ask the parents to come and get them.
The children could be asked to do extra homework and a variety of other
alternatives.

The police chose to go on a rampage of arbitrary shooting, even innocent
bystanders. It was not enough to kill, the police behaviour was characterised by
belligerence, disrespect and arrogance.



The police killed even children and then framed them or brought charges against
them. There was abuse of power and responsibility of the ultimate, everywhere in
South Africa.

Tanduxolo Ndletyana was an innocent bystander coming
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from work to spend his holidays with his family. Mr Ndletyana's employer is a
collaborator and I am talking about Snr Mr Ndletyana.

All he wanted was permission to be released from work to take care of burial
arrangements for his son and the employer chose to be the (indistinct).

White South Africans say we didn't know what was happening, or we didn't know
the full extent of the abuses. Something as simple as saying I cannot give you
permission to take care of burial arrangements is indicative of the
collaboration that was going on throughout South Africa and we call them sins of
omission.

Mr Ndletyana today is taking care of an adult son whose dreams were shattered,
this son was his hope and his future.

He is taking care of his son with very few resources, while the perpetrators
received promotions and salary increases.

Mr Eric Mbango's brother, Richard Mbango was killed through the same arrogance
of the police. Richard was running away, using what he thought was a safe area.
The police nevertheless chased him as if killing Richard was not enough, his
burial arrangements were desecrated and the family which was in mourning,
continued to be harassed by the police.

Mr Mbango's request to the Commission is humble. He just wants assistance for
the education of Richard's children.

Mrs Richard Mbango raised those children under difficult circumstances. She
still has dreams for her children.

She was forced to face the harshness of the South
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African world as a young bride. It was not enough to kill her husband, she was
also put through hell in order to survive.

Ms Nondleko Loliwe, Shwalakhe was 15 years old when he was killed. The trauma
that she experienced when she saw the condition of her son in the mortuary, was
horrendous.

I want to repeat, that while Grootboom's children were safely going to school
and playing in the street, walking on the street, for Shwalakhe was not safe.

What the families are asking for is humble. Mr Grootboom, I don't know you. You
and all the other Grootbooms of South Africa, I want to ask you as you watch
this, what are you feeling, what are you thinking and what is your contribution



towards the healing of this families?

To the Ndletyana family, the Mbango family and the Loliwe family, your pain is
enormous, but your pride shows. Although your childrens' lives were snuffed out,
these were soldiers, even the innocent bystanders were soldiers.

Because these freedoms which we are enjoying today, came at an ultimate price.
Your childrens' death and your childrens' injuries.

Mr Mbango is only asking for assistance for her children and meagre
accommodation. Throughout South Africa, we are hearing victims and survivors not
asking for a million rand because the police killed my children, but they are
asking for very simple things.

What love of country, what love of freedom? A part of me is ashamed to be a
South African because I can't believe that the perpetrators would engage in such
horrendous acts, but a part of me is also very proud of you and how you've
carried this burden.
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And I salute you, and on behalf of the Commission I say we will investigate and
attempt to recommend to the President that your requests be followed.

With all due respect, with humility I say you have survived a horrendous time,
carry on parents of soldiers, carry on parents of future South Africa, thank
you.

REVD FINCA: We now thank Dr Romachela, you can go back to your seats.

--------------------
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PATRICK MADOLO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. I was just a bit worried that these times had
changed women to men.

REVD FINCA: I have found that Ester Madolo is unable to come and testify
personally before the Commission, and she has asked that you testify on her
behalf. Is that right?

P MADOLO: Yes, that is correct.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much sir. We would like to welcome you and we would
like to give over to Ntsikelelo Sandi and let him lead you in your evidence on
behalf of the Commission.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. You said that your name was Patrick Madolo?

P MADOLO: That's right.

MR SANDI: You came to give evidence on behalf of Esther Madolo?

P MADOLO: I came on behalf of my parents, because they couldn't come because of
this.

MR SANDI: You are going to testify about what happened on the 28th of October
1989. What happened to Pasika Madolo?

P MADOLO: That's correct.

MR SANDI: What was Pasika Madolo to you?

P MADOLO: He was my brother.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us what you know to have happened to your brother
on this day?
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P MADOLO: Yes, I can tell you.

MR SANDI: Please tell us, Patrick.

P MADOLO: This whole thing happened as a result of the unrest that started at
school and when this happened, my brother was away at school. He was at school
in Lady Frere. He had come back the Friday to come and get groceries and he came
at the time when the police were shooting in our street.



And it was something that had started back at the school. I had gone to work
after six on that day and had left them in the yard at home.

Apparently there was a meeting at school on that day. The meeting had come out
already, because he had come by bus after five.

MR SANDI: Do you know if the meeting - what the meeting was all about?

P MADOLO: The meeting was about - for the parents and the children.

MR SANDI: What were they going to talk about at this meeting?

P MADOLO: They were going to talk about the cause of this unrest at the school
because apparently some people were taking the law into their own hands. And the
cause of this unrest was that one of the ladies on the Board had - there was
conflict between her child who was a student there and in this conflict her
child was beaten and she went onto the premises and hit the child that had
assaulted her child.

So on that Friday there was a meeting for the parents who were complaining about
Board members who were taking the law into their own hands.

MR SANDI: Were they not going to discuss a student that had
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been shot by the police at this meeting?

P MADOLO: There was a student that had been shot at that time.

MR SANDI: Who was he?

P MADOLO: I cannot remember if it Mulelo Beger.

MR SANDI: Where was Pasika shot? Where exactly at Indwe was Pasika shot?

P MADOLO: He was shot in the location.

MR SANDI: Would you be able to elaborate on the manner in which he was shot and
by whom he was shot?

P MADOLO: According to information we received, since the police had shot that
Friday night and did not want anybody walking around the streets, he had left
home and walked halfway with a friend of his from school and the following day,
at approximately past six when I came back from work, when I was going to
undress and get ready for bed, I heard a scream from the kitchen side.

When I jumped to see what was happening, another cousin of mine was explaining
that she thought it was Pasika who had been shot and had been locked up in
another house.

I hurriedly, while my father was still going to get dressed, I ran to this
house. This was Maqonge's house. When I got to this house, there was room in
which the boys stayed and it was closed up.

When I opened it, he was laying there and he was finished.

MR SANDI: Whose house was this in which he was shot?



P MADOLO: This was Maqonge's house.

REVD FINCA: Can we please keep quiet, this is the last witness. We had shown
respect to all the other witnesses. Can we please do the same with this one?
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P MADOLO: And one man came there, this is the man that had seen him. When I
asked what had happened here, he said that he had also been looking out for his
children and he just found Pasika's corpse laying on the ground.

When I opened him up to see where the damage was, I did not see any wounds in
front and when I looked at his back, there was probably some sort of punishment
that they had inflicted upon him and there was a wound which was sustained on
his left and that is what I saw.

And this man then continued to explain that now this child, according to what he
had heard, this is something that happened the previous day at about six
o'clock. It became apparent that after he had been shot, he ran to a nearby
house and that lady there, was not fair because she - when she saw that his
strength was fading, she chased him away and said go, go, go. I don't want the
police to come into my house.

So it became apparent that there were people that dragged him when they saw that
his strength was fading and put him into this house and this is where we found
him dead.

MR SANDI; If I understand you correctly, you are saying that Pasika and them
were being chased by the police?

P MADOLO: I am trying to say that a group was being chased, because I am not too
clear on what happened with him, but they say that he went into this house and
that the gang that was being chased by the police, found him along the way.

Apparently he was weak already and they dragged him into this house, into this
room and this is where we found him, dead.

MR SANDI: Is there anyone that, is there perhaps an eyewitness to all this
without saying that what you are
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saying is not true.

P MADOLO: There are people but it is difficult for them to come forward and say
exactly what happened.

MR SANDI: Pasika was then buried at home. Were there any conditions laid down by
the police in connection with how the funeral should be conducted?

P MADOLO: No, there were no restrictions.

MR SANDI: Were there any incidents on the day of the burial?

P MADOLO: No, they co-operated with us, because they closed the road so that the



funeral procession could continue unhindered.

MR SANDI: Was there any case that followed his murder?

P MADOLO: No, we waited for something to happen after the post-mortem, but
nothing happened.

MR SANDI: The attorney that your family went to, did you say, who did you say it
was again?

P MADOLO: I cannot get his name precisely.

MR SANDI: Was it not Mr Roshen Dehal?

P MADOLO: I am not sure, but there were steps that were taken. I wasn't at home
that much during that time.

MR SANDI: Your mom says in her statement that nothing became of the case. Did
the attorney give you any reason for this?

P MADOLO: I cannot remember.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say? Is that your testimony?

P MADOLO: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Did your mom or are you - what do you want the Commission, or what
does your Mother want the Commission to do for you?

P MADOLO: When we discussed this, we found that an investigation can be
conducted even though the investigation QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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will not bring him back to life.

Because when he died, he was in standard 9, so this will not bring him back for
us to see him again. That is one of the reasons why my parents just gave up and
didn't, couldn't come here.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say?

P MADOLO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can I hand you back to the Chairman?

P MADOLO: Yes, you may.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: I am now going to ask - can we please keep quiet. Thank you very
much. I am going to ask Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Was your mother's health affected by this?

P MADOLO: My mom got very sick, so much so that she suffers from her heart, a
heart complaint and my father was still working when he also got sick and he had
to stop working because he is a diabetic and he has high blood pressure.

REVD XUNDU: How do they survive. Do they receive any pensions?



P MADOLO: Yes, they do receive pensions.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Patrick for being a man and coming to represent your
family in this situation and bringing your home closer to the Commission.

I am sure that your family can see that in you there is a man, there is hope. We
have heard what you have said to the Commission and we will investigate and we
have taken cognisance of the request from your family and we thank you for
having had the courage to come up to us.

We have now reached the end of today's hearings. Tomorrow we will ask that we
start at nine o'clock because

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

7

we will try to go home after the hearings.

We would like to leave while it is still early and we are going to ask people
here that tomorrow's cases will be mainly from Queenstown, so I will ask the
people to come early, so we can start at exactly nine o'clock.

Thank you very much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: SIVUYILE G. MADUBEDUBE

NOZIBELE NQWENISO

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

REVD XUNDU: I'll start with you and then the mother will follow.

SIVUYILE GORDON MADUBEDUBE: (sworn states)

NOZIBELE NQWENISO: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Thank you Revd Xundu. We will still hand over to you to lead Mr
Madubedube to give his testimony.

REVD XUNDU: I thank you very much, Mr Chairperson. Mr Madubedube?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I am a (indistinct) of the Nozulu clan.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, old man. Where were you born actually?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I was born in (indistinct) in the village of Tsitsikama.

REVD XUNDU: How did you come to Queenstown?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I arrived here in 1950 as a policeman.

REVD XUNDU: Is the lady next to you, your wife?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, she is my daughter.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. In your evidence, you are telling us that you were a
councillor at Mlungisi township here in Queenstown? You were a councillor here
in Mlungisi location in Queenstown, is that so?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: As you can perhaps remember, was the system of councillors allowed
by the people or was it that they
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were against it?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, I think they were not against it.

REVD XUNDU: How did these people become councillors? Were you being elected to
the council?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes, as perhaps we can see today. Yes, there was a system that



was created. In fact Mlungisi had eight wards.

REVD XUNDU: Do you mean that you won in the elections or do you think the
majority voted for you?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: As now it happened that people were actually becoming against the
system, so what is actually the case?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, you can just raise up your voice, because you know, I cannot
hear you properly. I'm a bit deaf.

REVD XUNDU: What made it that there were people who rose against you personally
because you were a councillor? So what actually happened, because initially you
say that the system of councillors was accepted by the people?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I do not know, but what I can only say is that there were some
children who called themselves comrades. These were only children, and there
were no elderly people. My child was burnt down by small kids who simply called
themselves comrades.

REVD XUNDU: You have said that your house was repeatedly burnt down.

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, it is the kids who stoned my house.

REVD XUNDU: And ultimately it happened that your daughter was omitted?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes, they burnt her. Previously we took her to Johannesburg and
when she came back, no she was actually a kid who loved his family.
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REVD XUNDU: What was the actual reason that made them to burn her?

SG MADUBEDUBE: They said she was an informer.

REVD XUNDU: Do you think that, they say she was giving information to the
Government?

SG MADUBEDUBE: It is said that it is something like that, I do not know.

REVD XUNDU: Now, someone said the people who were there, when your daughter
died, who are the names of the people who were there? Here in the statement you
say there was some of the people who were there and who are responsible for the
death of your daughter. Now do you still recall the names of those people? There
she is going to help you. Go on.

Let me say once more, do you still remember the names of the people who were
present or some of those people who were present at the time your child was
killed?

N NQWENISO: I am going to assist him. People who came to our home whilst my
father was sleeping and I was sitting under a tree, it was a group of people and
when they came in, they stood at the gate because we have got two gates, they
stood at one gate. One of us went to call my father. Lungelwa was sitting under
the tree with my mother and my cousin.

So Lulama Mtshiselwa came and took Lungelwa from my mother, and we asked why and



he said she had given information about Viwa Mtshiselwa.

There was a policeman who was once burnt down, Tato Radebe. So (indistinct) came
and took Lungelwa together with Ndondosi and another child from the Mbasani
family and another called Tsolwani, whose surname I don't know.

There was another one from Nogemani family, they took
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him away. Then when I chased Lungelwa, trying to go round before them, I could
not make telephone calls, because they had disconnected and cut the telephone
cords.

Because I wanted to call the police. Fortunately I was given a car by
(indistinct), so I used it. When I got there, I found that they had locked her
in a certain house nearby the place where they were intending to burn her.

I ran to tell my mother who was walking, following Lungelwa. When the policeman
could not find her, they hippo drove towards the New Brighton, they took her out
and they burnt her.

When I was running to her, my cousin stopped me and she was fighting, she was
saying she was not an informer and she had taken the tyre out of her and she
said this should be the last time that you burn someone because I am not going
to die from the burning.

And I could not go close to her. I decided to run back home, then I told my
parents that they had burnt her.

REVD XUNDU: Do you believe that this was just some allegations that were not
true or do you think that there was a struggle between political organisations
at the time?

N NQWENISO: No, there was no political organisation that was independent. We
used to call us as a group, that we were comrades and therefore Lungelwa was one
of those comrades. And she was one of those people who was against the
councillors here in Queenstown.

And she used to fight whenever there was something that was not acceptable. So
my father took her there, that is where my father was asked to resign by
Lungelwa.

Lungelwa took my father to resign, because that was something that was very
unpopular to the community of

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

5 N NQWENISO

Queenstown.

REVD XUNDU: How old was Lungelwa at the time?

N NQWENISO: She was 18 years old.

REVD XUNDU: Was Lungelwa a member of a students' organisation?



N NQWENISO: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: What was the name of the organisation?

N NQWENISO: If it was COSAS then it was COSAS, but I don't know because I was a
teacher then, and I was a member of the NUSA organisation.

REVD XUNDU: Now, what actually caused this attraction to Lungelwa?

N NQWENISO: In short I will say the cause was that councillors had to resign and
my father resigned like other councillors, but he had a rising because I would
like to say more and explain, there was a child who used to live with us.

We are close with the Mtshiselwa's who were our neighbours. We did everything
together. The day a boy by the name by the name of Xolile used to come to our
place and this particular day he brought some clothes from the dry clean and I
did not know that he was one of the comrades.

He was a sweet boy so he took R2-00 from us to pay for the clothes and the dry
clean. So I asked him to give me a cap, I am married - I am Mrs Nqweniso. So
Xolile came and took the R2-00.

In the morning we were told that Xolile was found in a macapela house, shot by
the police and we were surprised and hurt.

Before the end of the day there was a rumour that my
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father was responsible for his death, but when Xolile

died, my father was at home and it is quite a distance from the Macapela house
to my home.

It is a long distance, really quite a distance.

REVD XUNDU: Now how do you think how did they connect the death of this boy to
your father?

N NQWENISO: You see here in Queenstown you would be labelled and have a stigma
that would really suit you. It was very bad here in Queenstown at that time,
people would say things about you and it would take time for it to change.

REVD XUNDU: Let's continue. Now you say so Lungelwa died. Was there any inquest
or any investigation done on the death of Lungelwa so that this people could be
arrested?

N NQWENISO: When Lungelwa died after Xolile but, I actually wanted to talk about
Xolile. When Xolile died, there was this big hatred between us and the
Mtshiselwa's because our father was seen as the one who had caused the death of
Xolile, then other people joined against us.

We were then those neighbours who were not in good terms from the death of
Xolile. And she said, this continued Lungelwa was accused that he had been seen
on a hippo and two comrades came. One of them was Bobedlo Boy and he
investigated about this accusation that Lungelwa had been seen on a hippo and
found that it was not there.



He came to warn us against this people that were forming stories against us. So
Bobedlo was one of those who came to our home.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to ask a question. There is also something referred to
as the "third force", where you find where there is a conflict they will join
too. Now what QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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do you think? Do you think there was a "third force"?

N NQWENISO: Yes, there was. The "third force" were the people in our street,
they were the enemy and then it happened that we sent Lungelwa away to
Johannesburg as suggested by this Bobedlo Boy, until everything subsided.

That was the time when there as a consumer boycott and Lungelwa used to not go
into shops to buy. If we had gone to buy, he would ask us to take it back.
Lungelwa had shoes that he had got from my sister and then people thought that
he had bought these shoes and labelled her as an informer.

So she went to Johannesburg, then she insisted to come back on her birthday and
she came on the 8th. On the 9th these children came. They did not ask anything,
they took her and burnt her.

I went to (indistinct), I said you've got what you wanted, I am sure you're
happy and then I went home.

When I was there with my children and my husband, these children came and they
had burnt Lungelwa already, I was with my sister Nomonde. They bound our hands
together with the intention to burn us.

Nomonde escaped and somewhere at Mbengwa's place the very, this were the very
children who had tied me, they asked why I had gone to Stella, then I told them
that even if I were to die, I will tell them it was the truth that we were not
informers, because we were brought up the way we were brought up at home.

They tied me, they put a tyre around my neck. When they were about to pour
petrol on me, children from the neighbours said, no, you can's burn Nozibele,
they had torn my clothes, they had smashed my goods in the house, my husband was
following, crying, I did not know where my
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children were, I saw them the following day, so they let me go and I survived
and Lungelwa died.

REVD XUNDU: Now you mean all this happened because Xolile had died?

N NQWENISO: Yes, that's the origin.

REVD XUNDU: Were these councillors having some guards where they would think
that your father perhaps had a firearm?

N NQWENISO: No, there were no guards at home. The only time they sent guards was
when they had burnt. Then there had been an anonymous phone to us saying that we
should go out of the house by two o'clock, so the children phoned for the
police.



The police came to be on guard. And then they stopped guarding when we had to
move and relocate to the rural places.

REVD XUNDU: Were there any people who were arrested?

N NQWENISO: Yes, there were, because we named them. Even Lungelwa had named
them.

REVD XUNDU: Did this people appear in court?

N NQWENISO: Yes, they did.

REVD XUNDU: Were they charged?

N NQWENISO; Yes, they appeared in court in Port Alfred. My father and mother
were there and my cousin too. I could not go because I was not feeling good. I
was so disturbed and hurt, I did not want to listen to anything connected to
this.

REVD XUNDU: What did they say was the outcome or the verdict?

N NQWENISO: No, my father did not get into the court room. They were just told
about the verdict outside the
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court.

REVD XUNDU: What did they say was the verdict of the court?

N NQWENISO: They were given a sentence of some years. Now my father will take
over and tell us exactly.

SG MADUBEDUBE: In Port Alfred we first went to a court in Grahamstown and we did
not see them. We were not asked to go in as witnesses.

Then we moved on to Port Alfred where we were told that we had to go back and
they were going to tell us later, but since then we have never heard anything
whether they were sentenced or what.

But we hear rumours that there were some who were sentenced. I think one of them
is Notsolwana who was the main person who took Lungelwa from us.

REVD XUNDU: Is she still here in Queenstown?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I beg yours?

REVD XUNDU: Is she still here according to what you know?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I think she is in jail, I'm not sure. We left this place after
they had burnt Lungelwa. There isn't anything more we know about this place,
because we move to Tsitsikama.

REVD XUNDU: There in Tsitsikama, were you tortured in 1990. Could you explain to
this Commission what happened?

SG MADUBEDUBE: There in Tsitsikama sir, on the times - on the day of Sebe's
death, on the day when Sebe died, at about five o'clock in the afternoon, though



it is the time when the Government of Sebe was overthrown, that's what he means,
we saw some people from the north and we felt we did not have any enemies.

In fact even here in Queenstown we did not have

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

10 SG MADUBEDUBE

enemies. They came, these people came and stood on top of tables. Some were
taking off the pictures from the walls, throwing them to the floor, some were
taking food out of the fridges, this was a great loss to us.

I can still remember the death of Lungelwa, but this was worse. The loss was
great. Some people took our blankets, they took meat from our fridges despite
that the meat was cold from the fridge.

REVD XUNDU: Excuse me Tata. I know the way the gentleman is giving his evidence
is humorous and so the way he speaks, makes people laugh, not laughing actually
at the story so I'm asking for your patience that we should control ourselves
too and listen to the evidence. Now could you tell us briefly that evening they
took you to 24 villages.

SG MADUBEDUBE: They took me and they came in a bus. One of them said, he was the
driver, he introduced himself as the son of Mtshiselwa and he said I was the one
who was responsible for the arrest of his brothers.

Then I said, yes I did, because they had killed my daughter. When they came to
me they said they wanted me to take them to the Headmen because at that time I
was a member of Parliament here in Wittlesea.

They wanted me to take them to the Headmen because they wanted to go with me to
the Magistrate to go and ask for a piece of land. I said I wasn't the one who
was allocating land to the people.

Then I said to them they had to go to the Chief in stead. Then they said, no, we
are going to go with you and I could not resist, because I feared they would do
the same thing they did to my daughter.

So I was prepared to do everything they were saying I
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should do. They asked me why I had run away from Queenstown and asked many
questions. I said, no I did not run away, I came here to bury my child.

REVD XUNDU: Now you say you were a member of the Parliament of the Ciskei
Government that?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes, it had collapsed. Yes, I was a member of the Parliament in
the Ciskei but it had collapsed, so they came because they wanted land.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get there to the Headmen?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, we did not. The policemen came to my rescue. I could not see
properly because we moved the whole night and I had suffered, I was tired. We
moved the whole night until seven, until the policemen came.



I kept on falling and hitting against trees, because I could not see properly
and it was dark. Police came to my rescue and I was free and I felt it was just
too much.

I then went away to stay in another place, running away from home in fear that
they would again come. I could see they now wanted to burn me because there was
this boy from the Mtshiselwa family.

REVD XUNDU: Where was your family at the time? Your wife especially?

SG MADUBEDUBE: She was there at Tsitsikama.

REVD XUNDU: So you went back to Tsitsikama ultimately?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes, after a few days I went back to Tsitsikama.

REVD XUNDU: Did you lay any charges against this people?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, not these because that was the time Tsebe's Government
collapsed. Even the busses, they had come in, I don't know where they had got it
from.

REVD XUNDU: So you decided not to take any steps because
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there was no direction?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Yes, even the policemen at that time did not know what was
happening because the Government had collapsed.

REVD XUNDU: Let us now conclude by asking you what would you like this
Commission to do for you?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I want this people to give a full explanation as to why they
killed my child and leave me in stead, because I was the person who was a
councillor.

In fact no one had said that councillors were not accepted and as soon as I
could see that there was a conflict, I decided to resign voluntarily.

We were not actually representing ourselves as councillors.

REVD XUNDU: What is your other request besides this one?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Sir, my wife was very hurt such that she doesn't live there, she
lives in Dongwe because she wants to be nearer the Doctors.

And she has left me there and I don't see properly.

REVD XUNDU: What is wrong with your wife?

SG MADUBEDUBE: My wife is suffering from arthritis, but she doesn't live with
me.

REVD XUNDU: Any other request?

SG MADUBEDUBE: So this has affected our family live because we live separately,



even what I own is being stolen by people.

REVD XUNDU: Now, have you ever had any attention on your eye?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I did go to Maciwana Hospital and they say my eye is damaged.

REVD XUNDU: Is there any other thing, any other request

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

13 N NQWENISO

you perhaps have?

N NQWENISO: Our request as a family is that the Commission should meet us half
way and bring them closer to us because my mother is an urban person, she is not
used to living in the rural area and she is 60 years of age.

So if this Government could give him a house here nearer in this township
surround Queenstown so that they could live together with my father, because she
can't walk properly too - as due to ill health.

Secondly our wish is that this Mtshiselwa family should sit with us and then
they should come forward and we reconcile because this is most important that we
should reconcile whilst we are living.

These are the people that we used to live with, they should also stage how we
offended them and we shall also tell them how they offended us and hurt us.
Thank you.

REVD XUNDU: We thank you for your evidence sir. I should ask you to take over.

REVD FINCA: We must thank Revd Xundu. Are there any other questions? Ntsiki
Sandi, over to you.

MR SANDI: Mr Madubedube, you said here in Queenstown you came in 1950. When you
arrived here in Queenstown, what work were you doing?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I was a policeman.

MR SANDI: Then when did you stop to be a policeman?

SG MADUBEDUBE: That was in 1952 when members of the Congress were being beaten,
then I said I can't beat the members of the Congress.

MR SANDI: When you joined the Community Council, what year was that?

SG MADUBEDUBE: It was between 1979 and 1980.
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MR SANDI: Is there anyone who perhaps advised you to join and be a Councillor?

SG MADUBEDUBE: We were members of the Advisory Board and then we abandoned as
members of the ANC. Then (indistinct) said we are leaving, then he said if you
can't win the Whites, then join them.



So as members of the Congress, we became members of the Advisory Board, then we
could see that there was no penetration because on paper it was advertised that
there would be a Council so people voted for the Councillors.

MR SANDI; When you became a Councillor, did you perhaps know how the people felt
about Councillors?

SG MADUBEDUBE: People had no choice whatsoever and there was no one who was
against the Councillors.

MR SANDI: On the day mentioned, excuse me Mr Madubedube, we are here in this
Commission that is trying to create peace and reconciliation amongst the people,
but this reconciliation should be set on the truth. That's the reason the name
of this Commission is the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, so we therefore
ask you to be of assistance to this Commission in this regard. Help us to get
the truth that will lead us to reconciliation.

I find it difficult that quite an intelligent person as you are should say
before this Commission to be a Council was something that was accepted by the
people unless you are going to elaborate and tell us how the people favoured
Councillors.

SG MADUBEDUBE: It is because people were voting the Councillors in according to
the wards and then the residents of Queenstown can also support me because we
did a lot for them and I can mention two or three of what we did for them.
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If you allow me, I can mention those.

MR SANDI: Go on. But my question has been answered, could you - you say in
Ciskei it was independent, are you going to say people supported the Ciskei
independence, because people were voting for it?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Now what do you say? What are you going to say because if people
go to vote, don't you think they support that?

MR SANDI: Okay, you have said it. Thank you Mr Madubedube. Let me ask once more.
On the day your daughter sitting next to you, mentioned that is the day when the
Councillors resigned in a general meeting, did you also resign willingly or you
were forced by your children to resign?

SG MADUBEDUBE: No, we were not compelled to resign by anyone. We took a decision
in that meeting because people were not in favour of the Councillors, then we
decided to write a letter and send it to them to their meeting and we also went
to that meeting.

Some even said the Council was bribing, was making people to - was accepting
bribery. Then I said who exactly was receiving bribery and even the person that
said it, did not have any information to that effect, so we resigned willingly.

We even submitted a letter of resignation.

MR SANDI: Over to you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: One last question is, looking back over your life at this time in
1996, because there are such times when we look back into our lives, are there
any matters that you look at and see as the mistakes of live, that you may have
been involved in?



SG MADUBEDUBE: I don't understand the question?
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REVD FINCA: Do you want me to speak in English? Looking back to your life as a
Councillor, as a member of the Parliament in Ciskei, are there any matters which
you feel you now regard as mistakes of your live?

SG MADUBEDUBE: Please excuse me sir. I can't, I don't think there are any
mistakes that I made.

From 1952 I was a member of the Congress, fighting for our people, even when we
were Councillors, it was for the suffering of our people, not for any financial
gain. In fact we used not to even get money as Councillors.

And we had a great contribution, you see we are responsible for the schools
around here. People used to be waken up at night, then we intervened, we stopped
that.

Even today our sons are married, some people were even taken out of houses. Even
for the fact that this location is still where it is, it is because of us, we
fought. People would sell houses and then those houses would be demolished, so
that this location could be moved from where it is at the moment.

People are thankful for that, so I say I have got no mistakes that I did. If the
Congress had been banned, we had to do something, so people are allowed to see
it as a mistake, otherwise I do not see anything as a mistake.

We were also arrested.

REVD FINCA: How many years were you a member of the Parliament?

SG MADUBEDUBE: I was a member of the Parliament for four years. I took over from
Mniataza.

REVD FINCA: But even then, do you feel that people had nothing against the
Ciskei Government?

SG MADUBEDUBE: We had no choice sir, there was just no other QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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road to follow. I am through.

REVD FINCA: We thank you. I just wanted to ask that question because I think in
our trying that people should reconcile, there are some people who have done
certain things which they now view as mistakes.

And then they have a wish to ask for an apology and explain that they thought
they did all these things out of wisdom, only to find that they were making a
mistake.

But I think I explained well that all the things you were involved in, you were
convinced that they were right.

Let me therefore sympathise to you on the death of your daughter, Lungelwa, who



died painfully from being burnt.

We thank you for coming forward and giving us this evidence as a Commission. The
Commission is going to look into this evidence and it is going to probe into it
and see what it can do if ever there is to create peace between you and the
people, between you and the family you mentioned.

We thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 22-07-1996 NAME: NOMAKAYA MATHILDA MATSHOBA

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We ask Ntsiki Sandi to lead the witness in her evidence.

MR SANDI: I would like to firstly greet you Ms Matshoba and your daughter,
Balakazi. If I remember when we spoke on Saturday in the room near the door, you
Ms Matshoba said that because you did not have full particulars about the
shooting incident of you son, Andile Matshoba, your daughter who is seated next
to you, Balakazi, is the one who is going to give evidence today. Is that right
Ms Matshoba?

NK MATSHOBA: Yes, that is so.

MR SANDI: If I remember correctly very briefly, the story that you are coming to
tell before the Commission today, is about the shooting and killing of your son,
Andile Matshoba and I gather that he was still very young when this happened on
the 7th of September 1985.

Can you just tell us Ms Matshoba why you sent him to Mdantsane with your
daughter?

NK MATSHOBA: The reason I sent Andile to stay with his sister in Mdantsane was
that I found that he was very active in the struggle and I realised that he was
going to give us problems in his struggle for our rights, for Human Rights.

And I remember him saying at some stage that we want each yard to have a toilet.
I didn't mention this in my statement, but I remember him having said that we
want each yard to have a toilet, we do not want to use the public
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toilets.

MR SANDI: Can I ask you to please come a bit closer to the microphone so that
you can be a bit more audible.

NM MATSHOBA: I then saw that oh, this child is going to give us problems, he
must rather go, because as an old woman, he was going to make me very nervous.

What I'm saying now, I did not write in my statement as far as him saying that
he wants each yard to have a toilet, he also said that we want our rights, we
are fighting for freedom and we want our President to be freed.

Once again I did not include all this in my statement, I'm just mentioning it
because I realised that as an old woman he was going to make me very nervous so
I sent him to his sister in Mdantsane so that he could stay there and that's
where he was shot.



And she is the one that has more particulars.

MR SANDI: The President Andile mentioned that they wanted freed, who was it?

NM MATSHOBA: It was President Mandela while he was still incarcerated. He was
saying that we are fighting that Madiba should be freed from jail.

MR SANDI: Which organisation was he involved in?

NM MATSHOBA: Andile was a member of COSAS and in Mdantsane he was the Branch
Secretary of COSAS.

So the police were looking all over for him, the Ciskei police, looking for him
at his sister's place. And sometimes if they turned up and Andile wasn't there,
they would say to my daughter that we are going to shoot him, and thereafter
they followed him and they shot him on the 7th of September.

So my daughter is going to give you better details
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because he was living with her.

MR SANDI: Do you mean now, Ms Matshoba that the time has - you at this stage
want to hand over to your daughter for her to tell the story?

NM MATSHOBA: Yes, I would like to hand over to her.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Ms Matshoba. We would now like to come to you.
When we were talking you said that the story that you are going to tell here
today you are going to tell in the following manner:

You said firstly you are going to speak very briefly about what happened between
Andile and the police while he was living with you in Mdantsane.

Thereafter you will speak about what happened on the 7th of September 1985, the
way in which he was killed, where he was killed, whereabout in Mdantsane, who
was he with and you said you would also speak about what happened while you
people were preparing for the funeral, the way in which you were treated after
having a child killed, is that right Balakazi?

B MDINGI: That's right.

MR SANDI: Let us start at the beginning. You said that the - what happened
between Andile and the police, what was the situation between Andile and the
police?

B MDINGI: Andile went to Mdantsane because we believed that the way in which he
would be handled in Ciskei would be better that the way he was handled here in
Queenstown.

At the same time, he was very close to my husband, so I was confident that he
would have ways of protecting him and guiding him. He went to Filamaxole.

The way in which he was involved at school - I was very close to his teachers
and also his colleagues with whom he
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was involved in the struggle. In the town there was a lot of conflict in
Queenstown, there was also a state of emergency. There were children at
Nombendilo who were killed.

The students in the whole of the Ciskei then had an uprising and the police
would refer to Andile as a troublemaker from Queenstown who should know that the
manner in which he conducted himself here in Queenstown, was not tolerated in
Ciskei.

So there were a lot of threats on his life, but we received reassurance from his
teachers, because he was very close to his teachers.

He was a very poetic person, a very diligent student and someone that wrote a
lot, so we found that the description that we received was not the same as the
one that we were getting from the people at school and the police and at home.

The people that were killed in the Duncan Village massacre, Andile spoke at
their funeral and he did not sleep at home after that funeral because there were
direct threats on his life.

He and his colleagues would be taken around to the places where people were
killed. People such as Eric Mtonga in East London and other students who were
detained.

And it became obvious that they were showing that this is what we do to people
like yourselves, we are not going to detain you, we are going to shoot you. We
are not going to keep you alive, we are going to kill you because you are a
threat to the stability of the schools in Ciskei.

So that whole week after the funeral he did not sleep at home, but we had daily
contact with him and we were sure
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that they were protected.

On the 7th of September according to a report we received from his school mates,
we last saw him on the 7th, on the afternoon of the 7th they, according to his
school mates, they were sitting at a house in NU 10 where a fellow female
comrades of theirs stayed.

They realised that it was dark already and decided that they are not going to
leave that house, they are going to sleep there.

And this girl said, it will not be a problem with these people, but it could be
problematic, so I think you'd rather leave.

At about 9 pm, they opened the door to leave and there were lights flashing
outside which made it obvious that there was a vehicle waiting outside.

Their first reaction was to run away, because they realised that it must be the
police. From the people that alighted from the vehicle, one of them shouted
Andile and he had to react in a way that made them sure that this was Andile,
because the shots that followed after that, made it clear that he fell and two
of his mates fell at a nearby house and the others scattered.



Because there was a state of emergency and there was a curvue and they knew that
they were being looked for by the police, they could not go out and look.

They woke up the following day at about 4 am and they went back in the direction
of the houses in which they ran.

MR SANDI: Who are we talking about now? Are you talking about Mundu Bartman?

B MDINGI: Yes, it was Mundu Bartman and Archie Dundu. There was also another one
by the name of Boboyi.
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MR SANDI: Were these his friends?

B MDINGI: Yes, they were his friends. It became obvious that the person that
they could not find was Andile and they decided to go back in the direction of
the house where they were the previous night and when they got to this place,
they found that Andile was laying there, he had already passed away and they
could see three bullet wounds.

There was a neighbour that said that besides those bullets, there was something
that he was probably stabbed with.

People peeped while this thing was happening, but nobody could come out because
of the situation at the time.

And it was established that apart from the bullet wounds he was stabbed, because
they came up to him and they handled him and it was obvious that he was dead,
but there was nothing that could be done, because this vehicle was waiting and
they decided that they would come back at a later stage and establish.

They came to the house at about 7 am, this was Mundu Bartman, I think the second
one was Archie, I cannot remember too well.

INTERPRETER: The interpretation will continue once the witness has regained her
composure.

MR SANDI: You can take your time Ms Balakazi if there is something upsetting you
at this point in time. We will give you time to regain your composure and once
you are ready to proceed, you may do so.

B MDINGI: When these children came to the house, I opened the door because my
husband was still sleeping and the children were still small. I was familiar
with them because they came there often and I realised that they hadn't come
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for a social visit, but that they wanted us to sit down and talk.

And I could see from their faces that something was wrong. Without any delay
they said that Sissie, Andile is dead, he was shot last night. They came in and
proceeded to tell me what happened.

And we stayed in the same zone in NU 10 and we remembered that there was an
incident the previous night, but we were so used to these incidents that it
didn't faze us much.



My husband Mzwandile Mdingi got up and went with them by car and went to pick
him up from where he was laying and took him to hospital so that a Doctor could
certify him as being dead.

From the hospital his corpse would then be taken to the State mortuary in
Mdantsane.

MR SANDI: Which hospital was that?

B MDINGI: Cecilia Maqiwane in Mdantsane. I must have taken approximately an hour
making calls. The first call was to my mother, because we must have received
about three calls a day from my mother, because she was so worried because of
Andile and what was happening in Mdantsane.

After about an hour I must have, I thought of ways in which we could Andile's
body, because it would now be in the hands of the police and I tried getting
hold of Mr Siwisa, but nothing happened and I then myself, went to the hospital
and found that they had gone to the State mortuary.

My intention was to stop a post mortem being done by a police Doctor. I was
there and then reassured that if I was there by 8 o'clock while he was at the
mortuary, I could stop that post mortem being done, and I couldn't do that.
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On the morning on the 8th of September while people were gathering, police had
started their harassment of the people because they did not want too many people
gathering at a time and most of the people that they were looking for, were
these students.

And I remember that at some stage where there was a prayer service, there was a
woman that was shot. It was a prayer service for one of the victims in NU 9.

And at that stage it was obvious that prayer services weren't allowed in Ciskei.
That morning I went to the police station and even though I got there at quarter
to eight, I was told that if you have the nerve to go inside there, you can go
in, but they have already started the post mortem on Andile, but just be warned
that you may not like what you see.

So I couldn't stop them proceeding with the post mortem.

In my co-operation with Hintsa Siwisa, we could get the services of independent
pathologists, but they only arrived on the Wednesday of that week.

In that week I was very busy with preparations for the funeral and the Ciskei
had made it clear that we will not bury Andile in Mdantsane, because our family
felt that even though home was here in Queenstown, and also another region in
Queenstown, a lot of people wanted him buried in Queenstown.

Second week passed without us knowing how we were going to go about the funeral,
because it was impossible to get a prayer meeting or anything like that, because
the children were very traumatised by the police harassment.

The most difficult task for me which also made it
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impossible for me to entertain the fact that there was a death, was that these
children who had survived, I had to make sure that they were looked after,
because they couldn't sleep with their families.

And not all houses supported them as far as transporting them and giving them a
place to sleep, was concerned. And you found that even where they slept, they
couldn't sleep there for more than one night because after having slept at a
place for one night, you would have to take them to another place.

So in that two weeks we were busy preparing for a funeral which we didn't know
whether it would take place and when and also taking care of these children.

And even here in Queenstown when we heard that there was a possibility that if
we could not bury him in Mdantsane, we would bury him here in Queenstown,
harassment had increased, because since my father had passed away, my mother was
the only one at home.

Because my other brothers were at school. And my attention was split between
Mdantsane and Queenstown and I had to travel between the two.

MR SANDI: Without interrupting you Ms Balakazi, is the - while you were
preparing for the funeral, did the police turn up at your house?

B MDINGI: Yes, the police would come to our house day and night. There is
something that I particularly cannot forget. My second child was about 6 years
old at the time and when the police would arrive, he would run next door. You
know I still get the picture of a mouse running away, you know even if the door
was closed, a mouse would use the smallest bit of space to run out.

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

10 B MDINGI

I still have a picture of how my child ran out under the fence to the
neighbours, because he did not feel protected, he did not feel safe at home,
even though he was with his parents, because of the situation at home at the
time.

I remember even the way they handled my father-in-law, Rex Mdingi. When they
asked who was running the service and he was saying that his colleagues who are
all Priests were in charge of the service, but the handling which we received
there was received by everyone, school children, church people, old people,
everyone.

Something else that continues to bother me about the time we were preparing for
the funeral is the treatment of the media. Particularly the Daily Despatch.

One particular article that was published, made it clear that an animal was
shot. And it just showed that they weren't sensitive and even when we objected,
it was obvious that these articles had already found these people guilty,
because you couldn't even go to the police with these articles objecting to it.
Because it was obvious you couldn't even complain to the police, because these
articles were so defamatory.

MR SANDI: You mentioned that the newspaper, media in particular the Daily
Despatch handled this matter in a very defamatory manner. You said it was like
they had already found people guilty. What do you mean?

B MDINGI: I mean that it was put as a confrontation between student activists



and the police and to me this showed that it was different from other children,
other issues in that Andile was 18 and they were waiting for them when they were
coming out of this house, they weren't armed, they hadn't
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done anything, they - and there was nothing violent that they had done.

But in spite of us having objected, they continued reporting in this vein. There
was no sensitivity whatsoever shown towards the family.

Because at some stage you would establish that what was said by the police,
would correspond with what was being reported. And it was obvious that there was
no sympathy.

And if anybody showed any sympathy, they would harass that person as well.

MR SANDI: Did you say that Andile's body was at Siyo Funeral Undertakers?

B MDINGI: When we took the body from the State mortuary, we took it to Siyo. The
police went to the Undertakers as well, because there was this fear that if they
did not confirm when the funeral arrangements were going to take place, because
they weren't prepared to give us the permission to bury in Mdantsane, there were
instructions to the Undertakers that you do not dare release this body, because
it is possible that this body could be taken and be buried and the manner in
which the funeral will be conducted, would be in a manner which would start
political uprisings.

MR SANDI: Is it so that this funeral was going to take place at Romaanslaagte in
Whittlesea, but according to what you have said the funeral ended up taking
place here in Queenstown?

B MDINGI: Yes, the funeral ended up taking place here in Queenstown, because
when we found that we could not bury him in Mdantsane, and the situation in
Mdantsane was the same as Romaanslaagte in Whittlesea, we considered coming to
bury
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him in Queenstown and that is where my mother was.

MR SANDI: How long was Andile buried after he was killed?

B MDINGI: We couldn't bury him for three weeks after that. The day that was
finally set for his funeral was the 21st of September and on the Friday already,
the body was here at Stone Funerals in Queenstown.

And even Stone said that they may not sympathise, but advised us not to proceed
making arrangements for the 21st because even though we proceeded with the
church service on the 21st, the police had instructed them not to release the
body on the 21st.

The body was only released for the memorial service which was held on the 20th
if I remember correctly.



And it was supposed to be taken back and on the 21st it could not be released.
In the week that we were preparing a time was set for the memorial service and
when people were going home, you would always hear reports that people have been
assaulted and harassed and everything had to be finalised before the sun set.

Food that had been prepared for instance, I am not sure if it was the Moravian
Church or the Apostolic Church or the Methodist Church, what happened was where
people left, the police would be left looting the food.

And in the evenings they would be seen braaiing from food that they had looted.

MR SANDI: This was food that was supposed to be used for the funeral? Let's
speak about the day of the funeral. Were there any conditions set by the police
in connection with how the funeral was to be run - for example the amount of
people that were allowed to attend the funeral?

B MDINGI: When the funeral, when the church service came out QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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on the 20th, we were told that they - they were told to leave, that the funeral
would take place on Monday and because we were always between the Undertakers,
police, home and the Church, you would find that every time you got to the
police station, there were busses from somewhere else and there was confusion
outside and you would find that people were asking, do you know Andile Matshoba
and if you did, what did you do? How did you know him, what were your
connections with him?

So on that day after the people had left the Church, we went to the police
station and we found that we were going to be given a time, an hour or two in
which the funeral had to be finalised on Monday afternoon. And not more than 50
people were allowed to attend.

MR SANDI: What happened, what other things happened to disrupt the funeral on
that day?

B MDINGI: On the day of the funeral, the police were not too far from where the
funeral was taking place and we were told that people may not sing freedom
songs.

A lot of people could not come to the funeral even though it took place at the
Methodist Church.

They could not stop more than 50 people from attending, but a lot of people were
turned away at roadblocks outside of Queenstown and they could not come to the
funeral.

I cannot forget the day of the 23rd of September because in our culture, in the
way in which we operated, I had never come across a funeral that took place
during the course of the week. It was on a Monday afternoon, on the 23rd of
September. The 23rd happens to be my birthday, so that left a totally different
meaning to the 23rd of September in my life, because of the treatment we
received.
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And not being able to decide that, when somebody in your family was killed, that
the people who killed him, could not allow you to show your last respects and
bury this person with dignity.

So, it changed a lot of things in my life.

MR SANDI: Ms Balakazi, without delaying you too much, I find that according to
your mother's written statement, one of the things that you want from the
Commission is to investigate whose gun the bullet that killed Andile, was from.
Is there anything else, any other request that you would like to ask from the
Commission?

B MDINGI: I would like to express once again that I would like to find out
because after the police, we weren't able to establish anything from the police
after Andile was killed. There wasn't even a inquest.

Instead, after that the police would come to us and ask if we had any
information about who had killed Andile, where were his friends who could help
the police in their investigation, because these were students that had been
with him then.

Otherwise they could not continue with the case because their investigation did
not yield anything. So this was very painful to us, because we do not know the
truth.

MR SANDI: Once again, I know that you work in Cape Town, you have come a long
way here to Queenstown. Did you come down specifically for this or were there
other things that you had come down for?

B MDINGI: I had come down specifically for this hearing. Even though I work, it
was very important to me that I be at my mother's side, be of support to her and
at the same time, know that anyone with a better explanation, if there was
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anyone with a better explanation, it would be me.

MR SANDI: Have Mundu Bartman mentioned to you that he himself intends assisting
the Commission in their investigation since he was there on the day Andile was
killed?

B MDINGI: There are about three or four people, including Mundu, who want to
help in the investigation. Mundu particularly wants to do this, because he was
with Andile on the day in which he was killed, he has promised that he will
submit a statement. Mxoliso Faku in East London, was in detention when Andile
was killed.

When he was detained, was shown papers saying that he was going to do the same
to you as we had done to Andile, so he would also like to submit a statement to
the Commission outlining the threats that he also received.

Somebody else that would also like to submit a statement is Denma Mntungwane,
who's from Queenstown. Who is in Cape Town at the moment. When Andile was
killed, he was standing trial and he served a prison sentence in Robben Island
and details of Andile's death were used to traumatise him during lunch breaks,
during his trial and when he would go back to the stand, he would be told to
please say what happened during lunch to change his emotional situation.

MR SANDI: Is that all you would like to say for now Ms Balakazi?



B MDINGI: I think so sir.

MR SANDI: Is that also all that you would like to say Ms Matshoba? Are you
satisfied with what your daughter has said in connection with the details of
your son's death?

NM MATSHOBA: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Chairperson. QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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REVD FINCA: Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA: My question is directed at Ms Matshoba. Could you go back to think
about how your life was changed, to talk about how your life was changed as a
result of the killing of your son?

NM MATSHOBA: I was never very happy after that. I was very hurt by Andile's
death. I've never been the same.

I've never been well again.

DR RAMASHALA: Could you explain a little bit about what you mean by I've never
been well again?

NM MATSHOBA: After that I became somebody that would forget and sometimes I
would not even know what I was doing, I was very nervous.

It is just that I became somebody who was very nervous, even though I never went
for treatment for this condition, but when I received - when this would happen
to me I would get medication from the hospital and I would be a bit better and
there'd be nothing after that.

DR RAMASHALA: Please forgive me for being persistent. I'm trying to get a
picture of how your life was affected. When you say nervous, were you sleepless,
were you agitated and do you remember the kind of medication that you received?

NM MATSHOBA: I had palpitations after that.

DR RAMASHALA: Ms Matshoba, if your son had not died what would he be today, in
other words, what were your expectations of your son?

NM MATSHOBA: If my child had not passed away, he would have been something
today, I would have been dependent on him. He would have been working for me.

DR RAMASHALA: Are you receiving any - how do you survive today? Are you
receiving any pension?
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NM MATSHOBA: Yes, I receive a pension.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Chairman, I wonder if Ms Matshoba' daughter could enlighten us
a little more about your mother's health and other things that we, you think we
should know.

B MDINGI: I am the eldest in a family with 8 children. My father was killed in a



car accident when I was 14 together with a younger sister of mine and another
family friend.

In 1983 my brother was killed in Jo'burg and allegedly from a car accident and
was buried by the police before we were notified of this.

These are all the things that I feel have a contributed to my mother's poor
health.

Another child died before the child of Andile, in 1985. I believe that it is as
a result of all these things that my mother had to stop working before
retirement age.

And also in 1988 both my grandmothers, who had all the years seemed well and
able bodies, suddenly died from pneumonia as well as my uncle, Daduxa, which has
left my mother to be responsible for an extended family.

And that responsibility is transferred to me. Oh, Andile was an artist, he used
to contribute to student magazines and other newspapers, that were called
alternative newspapers of the time.

People used to come to Jo'burg to visit her and this happened even after Andile
had died, asking Andile to do some specific drawings. He used to help his
teachers with audio visuals to help them in their teaching.

He was poetic in his writings. I remember an essay that we discussed with one of
his teachers to whom I had become very close because of him, where he was
writing about QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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himself in 10 years time.

He was only 18 at the time. Unlike an average teenager, his writing went
something like this: Men has created laws to oppress fellow men and because of
injustices that I see in society today, my ambition is to be a Human Rights
Lawyer.

Those writings were given to journalists and when I tried to trace them,
somebody said they could have been destined for the international defence and
aid fund, but I have never been able to trace any of those writings.

So I have no doubt that he would occupy an important role in society, but most
likely as a lawyer.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much. Now I would like to come to you. Your brother
was living with you when he was killed. I would like to know how your life was
changed by this.

B MDINGI: I think Andile was everybody's favourite in the family, very
supportive, very disciplined and communicating easily equally with adults as
well as my children.

I remember how he used to laugh when he was watching TV with my children who
wanted to know what was being said, because they couldn't understand English.

When he would just find one word far from what was being said to tell my
children what was happening, so in a sense he was a pillar of strength to most
of us in the family.

The trauma that was brought about by his death, especially because I, because of



all this experience in the family, I am very protective of my mother and here
was somebody whom I was relying because he was the most sober, with all due
respect, of all my brothers.
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And there his life ended at a very early age, so in a sense, that has left an
added responsibility on my shoulders, because I have my family and I still have
to care for my mother's family as well as my younger brothers.

But most of all, I think the emotional scars are left in my children who were
six and seven and a half at the time, who were very close to Andile, who
witnessed what happened to him.

I remember my son, who was six at the time, when he heard us talking that we
were getting a pathologist to come and look at Andile's body, I can recall his
disappointment when he heard that no, this does not mean that Andile would be
alive and well again because he thought that if a Doctor was coming to work with
Andile's body, there were so many of who loved Andile who could maybe get the
Doctor to extract, you know, breath from us to revive Andile.

So, at his age of six, he thought that that was what would happen to bring
Andile back. So those are all the scars that cannot be taken away.

DR RAMASHALA: My last question. In your opinion, do you think your mother needs
immediate help here and when was the last time she consulted a Doctor?

B MDINGI: She consults a Doctor regularly. I would say at least once in three
months and because I'm in Cape Town and as such we have access to Doctors, you
have the Groote Schuur and specialists, every now and then I have to transport
her to Cape Town to come for treatment. So I think she does need attention.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Is there any questions? I would like us to give the other witness, I
know that we are supposed to give
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the other witnesses a chance, but I have just a few brief questions, and I would
just like you to enlighten me on one or two issues. It is clear from what we
hear from your evidence that the issue about toilets was quite a big issue here
in Queenstown. The fact that people wanted toilets. Can you just very briefly
give us some insight into what was happening. What was toilet facilities like in
Queenstown at that time?

B MDINGI: There were no toilets. Our houses did not have toilets inside, we used
to use public toilets and they said that they were going to fight for that, so
that each yard could at least have a toilet in the yard, so that it was not
necessary for us to use the public toilets.

As someone who grew up here in Queenstown, when I think about it, I find that
... (tape ends) ... were public toilets, maybe about three toilets which would
serve more than one street.



REVD FINCA: We might get back to that question when we go through more
statements. Balakazi, in your evidence you said that during very painful stage
of the death of your brother, you were very traumatised by a biased report that
was published in the Daily Despatch. I would like to hear from you why you think
the press manipulated that story? And do you think there was an attempt to
manipulate the minds of the people through that story?

B MDINGI: Definitely.

REVD FINCA: Could you please expand on that a bit.

B MDINGI: In my experience if you want to publish something in the press, the
way in which they made it difficult to accept your story, I am going to give you
an example about something that is currently affecting my work circumstances
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in Cape Town. An example which was used by a Brian O'Connell who is the
Superintendent of Education is Cape Town.

Because Cape Town has many teachers and the student population is either White
or Coloured, Cape Town at this moment is facing a situation where teachers have
to be either retrenched or redeployed, and if people remember, they did see that
in the papers that teachers were marching in protest against that because their
schools were full, because there were more teachers than students.

Whereas this is not the case in our schools. And when he spoke about the pain of
not being able to communicate and resolve the issue amongst teachers and parents
and students, he said that he had spent a lot of time in interviews in radio
stations and newspapers and the television and trying to get them to listen to
what he has to say.

And apparently this was a story in which they did not have enough interest in it
and that was the attitude then. There was no interest from the media in what you
had to say, because even the bit of news that you had to say, you had to prove
to them that it was interesting, because otherwise they wouldn't take it and you
had to say who your source was and they would come from an angle which made it
obvious that they were representing the interest of the police and the killers
and not the interest of the people.

REVD FINCA: That's a very interesting statement, not only from the past but also
from the present. Nomakaya and your daughter, Balakazi, we thank you for this
very painful story that you have come to tell before us today about the killing
of your son and the subsequent trauma which was added to you by the Daily
Despatch.
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We have noted that. But what we want to say to you is that in spite of the
trauma you survived, we salute you.

You are here today to tell your story at a time you could not tell it, those who
attempted to tell it on your behalf, decided to distort it to suit their ends.

And that is something that we are noting and we would want to pursue.



We will pursue your requests as far as the investigation is concerned, but for
now we salute you and we thank you for coming before the Commission.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: THUSO MOERANE

BILLY DAGADA

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

THUSO MOERANE: (sworn states)

BILLY DAGADA: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Moerane, let us now start off by saying your story is about your
son Lenare, who was shot by the police here in Queenstown in 1977.

T MOERANE: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: What had happened according to what you know? Why was he shot?

T MOERANE: I would like to read an extract from this book written by Holiday
about Queenstown just a few lines. The (indistinct) given by Soweto children has
resulted in incidents of arson and violence in Mlungisi lately. On September 30,
young Blacks begin a five day campaign in protest against Apartheid in which the
Mallet Hall and other buildings in Mlungisi are destroyed or damaged and shops,
houses and cars in the (indistinct) street area, are stoned.

South African police have to use guns and two youths die.

So one of those was one of my sons.

MR SANDI: Let's start now. What was your son doing at the time?

T MOERANE: I know he was a student. He was a student at Quwanqa Secondary doing
form 2, which is standard 7 today.
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MR SANDI: How old was he?

T MOERANE: He was 16.

MR SANDI: According to what you heard, because you said you were not present on
that day, people say there was a students' march here in Queenstown when he was
shot?

T MOERANE: When we gave our statements, during the course of last week, I met
this boy who was there with my son at that time, then I asked him to come and
explain to the Commission. His name is Billy Dagada, sitting here next to me.

MR SANDI: So do you want to say you're now handing over to him to explain what



actually happened, because he happened to be present on that day?

T MOERANE: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Over to you Mr Dagada. Let's hear from you.

B DAGADA: I must thank you for this opportunity, also thank the people of
Queenstown and the Commissioners. In 1977 we were students here in Queenstown.
We joined other students protesting against Afrikaans which was being forced as
a medium of instruction.

So some of the places like the Mallet Hall were burnt down, some of our hero's
were working with to fight against this Afrikaans, also died.

On this particular Sunday we were marching from Zwelitswa towards Johnson. It
was at about half past seven, then there were some police vans. One of them was
a certain car that was known to be having some people that used to beat up.

Then as students ... (intervention)

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr Dagada. Who is Claassen?

B DAGADA: Claassen was a White man who was working here at
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the police station here in Queenstown and he was in the forefront of the people
who used to arrest people.

MR SANDI; Continue.

B DAGADA: We stopped this vans, but before they could stop completely, when we
were there next to Johnson, there were shots that we could hear. These were not
only from the police in the van.

On that day there were some policemen that were hiding in Mzwabandu, because
some of the shots were coming from a house shooting the marchers and I was one
of the marchers.

That is where comrade Lenare died. I was also shot. We were all taken into a
police van. I was unconscious and we were taken to a mortuary here in town, only
to find that I was still alive, then I was taken to hospital.

We were interrogated by policemen and some of them, some of us were under police
guard for 24 hours. At about ten I was taken to the police station and I was
tortured.

Then Lenare died three days thereafter and he was under police guard.

MR SANDI: Where did they shoot Lenare?

B DAGADA: He was shot here on the forehead and the bullet was here at the back
in the brain and then the Doctors were negligent because they did not transfer
him to hospitals in East London because they did not care.

MR SANDI: As a person who was present at the time, do you perhaps know the name
of any police who shot at Lenare?

B DAGADA: Those policemen, one of them was Jovane, another one Claassen. There



was another busy one who looked like Mqengwani, who kept on talking like a dog
and he was not actually beating us.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say about the shooting of
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Lenare?

B DAGADA: That is not all. In the hospital it was not good because the Doctors
neglected us because we were activists. The policemen used to take our pills
that we had got from the Doctors and throw them away and we were subjected to
electric shocks, even our testicles were even subjected to those electric
shocks.

MR SANDI: Did you ever make any complaints, lodge any complaints to the Doctors
and the Superintendent of the Hospital?

B DAGADA: Claassen would not give us any opportunity to see a Doctor and we were
not expected to make any complaints. In stead what was happening was torture
mainly.

MR SANDI: Let's now go back to Mr Moerane. Surely Mr Moerane, you have an aim by
being here today. Do you perhaps have any requests to forward to this Commission
and what is it?

T MOERANE: If we could get hold of the person who shot my son, in the spirit of
reconciliation I would say, he should come forward to ask for an apology.

MR SANDI: Is that the only request you have?

T MOERANE: According to my statement I said that particular person should
justify the shooting, but as we are listening to this evidence, it was just to
scatter the marchers who were not showing to be dangerous at that time.

MR SANDI; Is that all you would like to say before this Commission?

T MOERANE: Yes, I think I'm forced to stop because I lost confidence in the
system of justice because the one sitting here was in house arrest for five
years, and when I asked why from the Minister of Justice, who was B.J.
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Vorster, he answered and said, I was considered to be potentially dangerous,
which was not a good answer to me.

Even prior to that, my father who was a teacher in Bantu High School, fighting
against Bantu education, when some of the teachers were reinstated to their
jobs, my father was forced to take pension.

Then I said then, there is no justice. Worst of all, they were not going to
bring my son back to life.

MR SANDI: If that is all, then I'll hand you over to the Chairperson.



REVD FINCA: Thank you. Sir, these boys were a group. Now do you think there
could be some commemoration that could be organised for these children who died
which could serve as a warning to the people that people who are marching
peacefully may not be tortured or harassed so that they should remain vivid in
the minds of the people?

T MOERANE: I did consider that, but I got confused.

REVD FINCA: Mr Moerane, there are people in our land who carry themselves with
immense dignity - I'll say it in Xhoza now, who make us proud to be who we are.

And I want to say that in your testimony today, you have said very little, but
the way in which you have said it, carries so much dignity, self respect and
pride that we are proud of people like yourselves.

You have related a very short story, but you have related it so well, it has
touched the members of the Commission very profoundly.

It is a story which ought to have left you with a lot of bitterness, but it is a
story that also surely leaves you and your family with a lot of pride.

That out of the Moerane household there was born a
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young man who gave his life for others. We salute you, we salute your son.

It pains us that your wife who has died recently cannot join you on this day,
but we salute her too in her grave.

What you said in your summary that all that you require is for this person to
say he is sorry, beyond that you have got no other interest.

It is deeply touching. Thank you very much.

--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: The next.

NTOMBIZIDWA MARTHA KAMATI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. The next.

PHILDA VIOLET NDABAMBI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: (sworn states)

MAGGIE TYOBEKA: (sworn states)

MARIA MKAYI: (sworn states)

NOTELE ANGELINA DASTILE: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: We welcome you to this Commission today realising that we are now in another stage which I think is of great
importance to day in this Queenstown hearing.

As we are going to talk about the Mlungisi massacre.

This is still fresh in our minds. That day which can never be forgotten. Perhaps it cannot be forgotten even by the people in the Eastern
Cape.

People who were in the top posts of the Government at that time, when into a church building and they started shooting wildly, killing
people and injured a lot of people here in Mlungisi. In the Methodist Church, that is where it happened. They showed that they were
not respecting the people as well as God on that day because they happened to be in power for a short while.
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There were 11 people who died on that particular

incident. I think 6 of those have been represented here by

witnesses. The one person here is one who was actually shot at immediately thereafter. We therefore welcome you to this hearing
today. We therefore hail even those heroes who died on that particular day in the church.

We shall therefore give you an opportunity to give us the details of what happened on that day or even at that time and also what
happened to those people you have come to represent here today.

We shall therefore ask Tiny Maya to take the lead and I also think that you shall be able to express yourselves even if you don't tell us
everything, but give us a full picture of what happened and then you help one another as you do it.

But let us assure you that here in this hearing today you have come before us as people who have come to represent the hero's of the
struggle here in Mlungisi here in Queenstown. Over to you Tiny Maya.



MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. I greet you all. First on the list we have of the people who lost some people in that church of
Nonzwakazi, Ntombizodwa Kamati, who is going to talk for herself about two of her sons Siphiwo and Thamsanqa. Siphiwo is here at
the moment, but Thamsanqa died. So we are going to ask you Ms Kamati to give us the detailed background telling us of the events of
the day, what was happening in that church building and also tell us of who was responsible for this meeting and briefly tell us about
yourself and your children.

And tell us which organisation were you supporting at that time, thank you.
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NM KAMATI: On the 17th November 1985, there was a very

big meeting that was convened at Nonzwakazi Church. It was a meeting for the residents about matters pertaining the residents.

It was called by our organisation. Those were difficult times. A meeting of the day was to start at two in the afternoon at Nonzwakazi. I
was also present.

And my children too were present. The meeting went on, we were listening, all the matters that were being discussed. The main
matters were absence of toilets, the sharing of public toilets. This was a major issue which made people to be annoyed.

And there was this lodger's permit that people disliked, because you would be arrested five o'clock in the morning by the police and
then they would move with you in their van up and down, taking people from all over the location until it was at eight when they opened
their office.

They used to make a lot of money with this lodger's permits. Such that we used to advise one another as residents that if one of us
was arrested, we would shout and say (indistinct) meaning the White people are here and we would run and go to the camp and do
nothing there, trying to escape from them.

So this meeting went on and on. Whilst we were listening, it was on this day when everything had to be concluded. We were inside,
some of the people were outside.

Those standing outside saw the police coming and they heard the police talking and counting minutes. We were inside and therefore
we couldn't hear.

What we heard and saw was policemen at the door
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throwing in the teargas, shooting so that they could get

inside and shoot.

It was tough, people died, people were stampeded. Whilst I was inside I tried to get out so we tried, we clustered in corners, we tried to
push out of windows and we managed.

It was in summer and the grass was long so we hid there, but unfortunately there were bees that started stinging us, so we ran to the
toilet. Then the youth called us out and said come out, because they have come.

So we scattered, I ran to a nearby church, the Moravian Church. Inside there I found that there was a church service and so I went in
and some people mingled amongst the worshippers, but it was difficult to come out.

We couldn't run home, there were police, White policemen and as well as Black policemen in hippos. The youth said you old ladies,
come out, we are going to assist you and take you back home.

They were calling each and every car that was around, that the drivers should be of assistance and take the old people and take them
back to their homes. That is how therefore I managed to go back home.



When I got home, a few minutes after I had arrived, and I was still panting, I heard a nearby person calling me, Mama Kamati, Mama
Kamati, so I came out together with my mother.

When we appeared outside, she said there are definitely some young people who have been shot and I think one of them is
Thamsanqa and Siphiwo, was he not dressed in a black and striped skipper.

Then I said, yes, he was dressed like that. I then
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went into the house and I was confused, I didn't know what

to do because there was still some shooting outside and I was not ready to come out.

So time went by, time went by and then when the lights were on they came. Siphiwo swollen as he was, he crawled and got to my
sister's home, Mama Tsotetzi.

When she got there, she saw some young boys who then tried to take out these bullets. I didn't know what to do.

We were stuck. Then I asked someone to go and get some vehicle to come to my rescue so that I could go to the hospital.

Someone had told me that he had been shot dead, but there was some rumours that he was still alive, but we were confused therefore
then I decided that I should get some transport to get to the hospital and also to the church office, but I couldn't get any transport at the
time, then I had to go to sleep as things were.

And Siphiwo was in great pain, swollen as he was.

MS MAYA: Then did you ultimately get to the place where Thamsanqa was?

NM KAMATI: Yes, the following morning, my sister first told me that we should go to work. So that we could be given some leave. Then
we thought we were going to get to the police. Anyway, we went to the mortuary ultimately.

You know whenever I mention the mortuary, I always feel some deep pain.

MS MAYA: Mama, are you still going to continue or Siphiwo is going to take over?

NM KAMATI: No, it is going to be, I am still on the floor, I want to continue with my story. Then I feel some great pain whenever I
mention the mortuary. When we got
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there at the mortuary, we first met a policeman and made a

plea together with my sister, that we should be allowed to identify someone.

But because it was still closed in that mortuary, the court mortuary, he asked us to wait for a while until they opened. And then when
we turned, we saw some other women sitting and waiting.

The most pain, the greatest pain ever is that, whilst we were sitting there, just before they opened, because the had asked us to sit
closer there at the door step, we were sitting there, and we could see some blood dripping out of the mortuary to the place we were
sitting into the drain and this really hurt me.

Then we sat there until they opened. Inside there it was also appalling and hurting, because there was a pool of blood. That mortuary
had been designed in a very bad way, there was also a smell, a nasty smell such that I felt dizzy because of the smell.

Such that I told my sister that I was going to leave her there, even the blood was even greenish from rot, even when they asked us to
identify, the corpses were laying flat on the floor with one corps on top of the other.



The bodies were just naked, not even covered. Their clothes had been dumped into a deep drum which I think this was done out of
negligence or with intention to hide them.

Then they asked us in and allowed us to identify the bodies and then we did and we could see the dead person with a bullet wound on
his head.

Then they gave us the transfer papers to the various mortuaries. Then we did exactly that and went back home.

On our way home, preparing, we had to prepare for the
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vigils and the funerals, whilst people who were still with

us, to or three days. On the forth day we would see the police, the policemen coming.

MS MAYA: What did they want? What did they say?

NM KAMATI: They would say they were looking for Thamsanqa Kamati, the one who was dead.

MS MAYA: And what did you say to them?

NM KAMATI: They had a paper and a ball pen with them, then I would say to them, Thamsanqa, but you have shot Thamsanqa dead.
Then they would say we are aware of that and then all the people we have shot, we have written their names down.

Therefore they had come to make sure that he was dead, I think so, because they were saying they were shooting them and then
writing their names down.

In fact let me say, they would shoot him and then take him, then Siphiwo, this is the reason why I could not take Siphiwo to hospital,
because they were going to arrest him.

I just made means that he should get some treatment at home. Then they came just before the funeral and there were crowds of
people who had come to sympathise with us and they asked for him.

They then went round to his shack and got Siphiwo there, Mbulelo Sheta who is my sister's son who were just resting and relaxing.

Then they took both of them and this one was still swollen because they had shot him next to the eye and also on the leg and arm.

MS MAYA; Did they tell him where they were taking him to?

NM KAMATI: They went into the house and just cornered them and said "fuck off", get into the van only to find that QUEENSTOWN
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they were taking them to the showgrounds where they were

beaten. They had beaten Mbulelo and Siphiwo vigorously.

MS MAYA; What did they say they were beating them for?

NM KAMATI: They said he was going to die just like his brother, they also had some questions to ask them.

He will say it on his own. He was dressed in a white, in white pants, but when he came back, it was black from the beating.

They were saying he should put on a black plastic bag so that he should suffocate and then he refused, which was the reason why he
was beaten up.

At two o'clock when he came back, having been taken in the morning, he was all by himself. When we asked him where is the other
one you went away with, then he said, I just saw when they were beating me, then taking him away in a car.

Then we were in pain, until it was time for the night vigil and he was in great pain in his shack.



Then at the end of the vigil there was a service then also a vigil for the comrades and he came in, swollen as he was and he was
asked, what is the problem Siphiwo and then he explained that he had been taken away and then blindfolded and his hands were
manacled together with his feet and they took him to a road to Tylden and they threw him there in an unknown place to him.

He could feel that it was extremely hot as he was rolling, he even thought that there might have been a hole there, that's where they
left him.

Perhaps with intentions to come back and do something else. Left there for the whole day, he could feel it was becoming cold and
therefore it must have been sunset.
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On the way he heard some footsteps of someone walking,

only to find that it was one man perhaps a sheppard who came to his rescue and then he managed to go back home.

Perhaps they could have come back to the place but couldn't find him.

So he was in more pain once more until it was time for the funeral for us to bury the dead. The funeral proceeded at the stadium.

It was a really big funeral in a very big way. There were many ministers, they had come in great numbers. There was just literally
everyone in our locality and from outside as well.

But those people could not come out and leave their locality, because the policeman had blocked the gate of the cemetery so that
people could not come out. Even today I must thank the ministers of religion who were there, because they are the ones who made it
possible for us to come out of the cemetery because they went there to plead that we should be allowed to go out and go home.

Even we had permission to conduct this funeral.

MS MAYA: When this happened, where, how old was Thamsanqa and Siphiwo?

NM KAMATI: Thamsanqa was on his 20th year, because he was born on the 9th of November 1965 and Siphiwo was born on the 16th
of November 1969.

MS MAYA: Were they still schooling at that time?

NM KAMATI: Yes, they were.

MS MAYA: After that, were there any of the policemen who were arrested or was there any investigation that was done?

NM KAMATI: No, nothing was done. They were not arrested.
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MS MAYA: Are there any lawyers that were representing and

helping you at the time?

NM KAMATI: No, I don't know, but I don't remember us getting any lawyers.

MS MAYA: Up to now, you mean it has been quiet up to now?

NM KAMATI: Yes, it has been. Now, here is the pain. The ministers pleaded that we should be allowed to go out of the cemetery yard,
so they agreed ultimately.

As we were going out, it is only the family, the Kamati family that was chased. When the Kombi that was transporting the family, a
hippo chased us. A helicopter also harassed us and second street from our home, a helicopter flew just about above us and their was



a Kombi facing us on the other hand, and I was scared.

I said to the driver then, whose name is Wonga Mgobata, who is my nephew, I said, just stop, that's the best you could do, so he did.

MS MAYA: When you stopped, what happened?

NM KAMATI: Then when we stopped, the helicopter just turned towards our yard and all the people were scared such that they
decided to run away. As we were coming, this hippo was stopping us from the front.

We met at the gate with the hippos such that it nearly hit us. As I was sitting in the Kombi I could see the hippo and they said, come on,
"fuck off", come out and get into the hippo.

We couldn't even wash our hands, because we were being rushed to get into the hippo.

So we went into the hippo.

MS MAYA: Then where did they take you to?

NM KAMATI: Then we were taken to Nquantwa at the
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Coloured location, such that I was scared. I thought they

were taking us to the Coloureds, to beat us up as they had used them previously.

Then when we got down I saw some boers who were waiting, they were laying on their stomachs and we were taken to them.

They said perhaps it was their (indistinct), then he said we should be taken to the showground and when we ... (tape ends) (tape
starts) ... to one another, then they came to us to confront us and said that this gun could shoot, because one could push in a bullet.

The Black policemen was standing behind us with their rifles.

MS MAYA; How many were you?

NM KAMATI: We were quite a number, there were old people, there were women, there were my sisters, then the young ones were
taken into a separate room and they were beating them up whilst we were sitting down.

There was screaming and crying and the door was closed. After they had beaten them up, they took them to the police station together
with our Kombi.

It was now getting towards sunset and they came back to us and they asked how many people were being buried, then we said 11 of
them were being buried.

Then they asked but how, why are they so many, then we said we don't know. Then they asked who were the people who were tuning
Mandela, Mandela and who were also the speakers.

Then one woman said we were crying and we were not looking at the people who were singing Mandela, Mandela.

Then they said you say (indistinct) you fat, bitch. Then we kept quiet, they said to the Black policemen in one
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moment, they asked them to chase us and then I rushed out,

the old women couldn't run and it was late, we didn't have transport.

When we got there at home, we didn't see any people. There was no food, it was just clean.

MS MAYA: So after you were released and your car was taken, what happened to the Kombi?



NM KAMATI: It was held there at the police station until my brother-in-law went there to get it.

MS MAYA: Is there any other thing you would like to add on so that we can now conclude?

NM KAMATI: There is nothing at the moment.

MS MAYA: Therefore, by your appearance here before this Commission I think you have a wish, could you just express your wish?

NM KAMATI: Yes, I have a wish that because the people they killed was my first born and I had great hopes that by now I would be a
better person and they have really messed me up by killing him, because he was a gifted person and he used to repair radio's, he had
green fingers, he could plough and today I wouldn't be buying cabbage for R3-50 if I would be having some money, I would give him to
buy some seeds because I knew that he was gifted.

So, I would like that this Commission should give me something and do what I do not have and give to me and meet me half way.

MS MAYA: I am sure you would like to know who are the people who actually killed your son.

NM KAMATI: I don't hear.

MS MAYA: I would like to know who are the people who killed your son. We thank you, Mama.
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MS MAYA: Can I turn to you Siphiwo and perhaps there

is something that you can love to add on to what has already been said.

S KAMATI: According to me there is nothing that I am going to add, only to say that when I was 16 years old I couldn't continue with
my studies for 2 years, because I didn't have time and I studied because I was being harassed by the police and has already been said
by my mother.

I recovered after some time and then finished my standard 10 in 1992. I would love the Commission if it could, so that it could help me
with regards to continuing my studies, so that I could be able to continue with my career at this point in time, this is all I can say.

MS MAYA: The following person would be, the person to follow is Ms Ndabambi. Ms Ndabambi, how are you?

PV NDABAMBI: I am fine.

MS MAYA: The statement before me, you are going to give us testimony about Zandisile Ndabambi who was shot by the police, who
died on that fateful day at Nonzwakazi. Details have already been given by Ms Kamati and I would love so to hear about the death of
your son so that we can get light of what happened in the process that led to his burial, so that if there could be something that you
would love to add on to what has already been said, you can say it.

PV NDABAMBI: On that Sunday we had a meeting, we had already left the church, we were at home.

Zandisile and others too, they left for the meeting, because usually the meetings started at two. We were not in the meeting. At about
sunset, at about six or seven o'clock somewhere there, there came a police van at about seven there was a police van which came
home, we were just
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relaxing at home.

There was some people who alighted, who came to the house and they wanted Zandisile Ndabambi's home. And I went to the
doorstep and I told them that they were correct, this was his home.

They asked the mother and I told them that I was. They told me that they had brought Zandisile.



MS MAYA: Can I interrupt you mother? We just cannot get clarity or cannot hear you.

PV NDABAMBI: They said they brought Zandisile and they were taking him to hospital and I asked what had actually happened. They
told me that he was sick and they were taking him to the hospital.

I asked why was he covered with the blanket behind, because a sick person cannot be covered with a blanket. They only told met that
they were taking him to the hospital because he was sick.

They took him to the hospital only to find out that he was being taken to the mortuary.

MS MAYA: Who were actually the people who arrived?

PV NDABAMBI: It was the people who were activists at the time.

MS MAYA: Are they people whom you know?

PV NDABAMBI: No, I do not, because I was not in the meeting.

They took him to the hospital, actually they took him to the mortuary and the came back and they told us that they have taken him to
the mortuary and we slept then, there was nothing that we could do up until such a time that we could arrange for the funeral.

Zandisile was buried, they were buried in a mass, at
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one time.

MS MAYA: How old was he?

PV NDABAMBI: I do not remember, because you know, I am illiterate, but he was more of a teenager. He had already undergone
initiation. No he was not married. He did not even have children.

MS MAYA: Do you know that there is any political organisation or any residents association that he allied himself to?

PV NDABAMBI: It is the ANC.

MS MAYA: I thank you. Is there anything that you would love to add?

PV NDABAMBI: No, I do not have anything.

MS MAYA: What would you love the Commission in its powers to do for you?

PV NDABAMBI: I would love the Commission if it could succeed to place, to unveil a tombstone for my late son. I would love the
Commission if it is possible to unveil a tombstone of my late son.

MR SANDI: Let us now call upon Bandile Ndabambi?

B NDABAMBI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can I ask is Mama Ndabambi your mother?

B NDABAMBI: No.

MR SANDI: By the way, Bandile you say you were just moving on the streets and then you were shot by people who had shot people
in the church building?

B NDABAMBI: Yes.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said you were in Standard 2. Now how old were you then?

B NDABAMBI: I was 13 years of age.
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you were moving down the street?

B NDABAMBI: I was walking at Short Street which is a street from my home. As I was walking and I was about two houses from the
corner, I then saw a hippo which was - the police on the police were shooting already.

Then I decided to squad because they had already shot me on the leg. So when they shot me, what they had shot me with, they
pierced through the pants and the leg and then I knelt down next to a particular house.

Then after they had shot, they moved on facing the location. I didn't know whether they were coming from the location or from town.

Then one man took me to a certain house and organise a car owned by Mr Mxexeka to take me to hospital.

Then we went together with this man to hospital.

MR SANDI: When you were shot, were there others who were shot?

B NDABAMBI: No, there was even no one on the street because I saw this morning, when they were taking me into this yard, because
this man had been shot too on the head.

And I was the only one on the street and even the person who helped me came from behind and took me.

And then we saw this other person laying down and then we were taken to hospital.

When we got there, I was kept there waiting only to get treatment at seven and then admitted into hospital. I was then discharged on
the 17th of December.

MR SANDI: Did the Doctor tell you of the extent of your injury or what had actually happened to your leg?

B NDABAMBI: No, he didn't. He would just come and just look at me and then go away.
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MR SANDI: You said you were only 13 at the time you were shot. Did they tell you why they were shooting you?

B NDABAMBI: No one told me, I didn't talk to anyone who could give me that information. In fact I didn't even want to meet the police.

It is White policemen who were on a hippo who shot me and I didn't know them.

MR SANDI: By the way you mentioned that you were once on crutches?

B NDABAMBI: Yes, when I was in hospital they gave me crutches when they were going to discharge me and from December,
January I was on crutches and then when schools reopened, I felt I couldn't take these crutches to school, because even the school
children were going to ask.

I even went to school very late because I was trying to limp and use my leg, because I didn't want to explain to the school children that
I had been shot.

I was scared that the people were going to tell the police that I had been shot and then the police would come, so I went there to the
hospital but they were not helping me.

So I decided to stay at home until March when I felt better, I took the crutches back to hospital and went back to school.

MR SANDI: Now, by being here, what are you asking the Commission to do for you?

B NDABAMBI: I wasn't shot at night, I was shot day time. Now I want to take those people who shot me to take the responsibility of



what happened on that day so that I could understand and say the Law should take its course.
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have to say?

B NDABAMBI: Yes, though even this leg is troubling me when it is cold, I feel it on this leg. It is no longer normal, I can't even run fast, I
can't even participate in sport. I tried then I decided to leave off.

Even my muscles here are giving me trouble. On the side I was shot, my muscles are twisted so whenever I buy shoes, I'm supposed
to buy a size 7 on my left and six and a half on the other side, because my foot has shrunk.

MR SANDI: Now did you say, Bandile, that time you were in standard 2? Now in what standard are you now?

B NDABAMBI: I passed standard 10 in 1994, this past two years I'm just sitting and doing nothing.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say?

B NDABAMBI: I would now say I would feel better if the Commission could process a claim against those people who are responsible
for this because they did something that they spoiled my leg and if I were to get some money from the claim, I'll make use of that to
further my studies, because those people who shot me, are still alive.

I can't take part, I can't participate in sport and yet when I was still at school I used to play volley ball because I don't need to run much.

MR SANDI: Now what do you say do you still want to do?

B NDABAMBI: I still want to further my studies because just recently I applied to the UNISA branch here in Queenstown and then they
asked me to bring my certificate and then they were going to send me correspondence so that I could select the courses.
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REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like you to take oaths as individuals. How many are you? There are four of you. All
right, who is Nondleko? Who is Eric and who is Wilson? What about these two, have they come to give testimony too? Do you want me
to make her take an oath too? Thank you.

Dinah Loliwe, could you rise?

NONDLEKO NOLIFISI DINAH LOLIWE: (sworn states)

ERIC MBANGO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

WILSON NDLETYANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: What is your name?

UNKNOWN VOICE: My name is Noqwaqa.

REVD XUNDU: Is that your real name or the name you were given when you got married?

UNKNOWN VOICE: My name is Gloria.

GLORIA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU; And what about you, what is your name?

UNKNOWN VOICE: Thandiqolo.

THANDIQOLO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I'm through Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Revd Xundu for swearing these people in who come from Molteno who, we think they are
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together, the three of them are together because their testimonies are identical. They shall be giving testimony about the death of
school children in the area of Molteno.

We welcome you people from Molteno and we thank you for availing yourselves before this TRC. We are now going to give you an
opportunity to give your testimony and tell us everything that you know of what happened in Molteno in 1985.

We are therefore going to ask Ms Tiny Maya to take this opportunity and ask you some questions. Thank you.

MS MAYA; Thank you Commissioner. I greet you. Mr Ndletyana, when we talked earlier, you decided that you are the one who's going
to give the testimony about the details and everything that happened in Molteno in 1985 up to the time when these children were killed.
What actually happened in Molteno at that time?

W NDLETYANA: Commissioners, I would like to say in Molteno when all this uprising started, it was at school, started with school



children.

MS MAYA: I would like you to go closer to the microphone.

W NDLETYANA: When it all started, it started with the school children. We don't actually know what the cause of it was because whilst
we were still waiting, trying to find out what had happened and what was the intention, the school children too did not know the
beginning of all this, because at school they are the old ones and the young ones.

The old ones instructed the young ones to go home and truly speaking they actually anticipated that policemen were coming and really
policemen came to the school in vans and hippo's.

It is said that policemen just threw the tear gas at
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the children and the children got scattered, running away to all directions.

That is how it all started. And then because I am actually presenting Tanduxolo my son, who was not a scholar at the time, but he had
just come from work from Bloemfontein, but because we had some younger children who were attending school at that time, he ran to
the place to go and see to his younger brothers and sisters and that was the time he met this shooting and problem.

That is when there was this chasing of the elder children by the police until Tanduxolo was shot at, hitting him at the back of the ear
with the bullet piercing through the cheek.

He was the first victim then in Molteno, he was the first victim. Thereafter, there are many others who became victims. These are not
the only ones. There are others who are still coming.

MS MAYA: What happened when he was shot?

W NDLETYANA: When Tanduxolo was shot at, he was taken, thrown into the back of a van, taken to hospital where the hospital asked
for an ambulance to take him to East London.

MS MAYA: Which hospital was that?

W NDLETYANA: He was transferred to the Frere Hospital.

MS MAYA: No, I'm asking where he was admitted at first?

W NDLETYANA: That was Molteno Hospital which later transferred him to East London. All this time the policemen did not even make
means that we as the parents of Tanduxolo should be informed of what they had done to our son.

MS MAYA: Who actually told you?

W NDLETYANA: An ambulance came as I was working at the garage and told me that - where was my son, then I went
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there, but I couldn't say a thing, I was dumbfounded because he was already useless and his whole body was covered with blood and I
had nothing to say.

I then asked for permission from my employers. When I asked for permission from my employers because my son had been shot at,
he said you could leave your work at your own risk and go and attend to that son of yours and when you come back from there, you
should bring your ID book so that I can sign on it and then I interpret it as being discharged from work.

Because there was my cousin there next to the garage, I asked my cousin to accompany my son and I was really hurt by the words
that was said by my employer that if he dies on the way, in fact I was, I said to my cousin, if Tanduxolo dies on the way because I could
see he was in a very bad condition.



MS MAYA: How long was he in hospital?

W NDLETYANA: He was there from 1985 for three months. He came back in November.

MS MAYA: And how was he when he came back?

W NDLETYANA; On that day I could see that he was not completely conscious.

MS MAYA: Was he actually discharged by the hospital?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, he was. On coming back from hospital in the morning, at about three in fact, a White policeman came to our
house and when I let him into the house, he said he wanted Tanduxolo.

Then I asked why, then he said you will hear about it tomorrow.

MS MAYA: Where was that?

W NDLETYANA: At the police station. I would hear about it QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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at the police station the following morning and I was very unhappy and I asked myself what was it all about.

Then he promised that they could perhaps bring him back, they just wanted to find some information from him. They took him away
and what actually happened, he was detained there at the police station for a long time.

Even when I came there at seven o'clock they said, the policeman said they were arresting Tanduxolo because on the 12th of August
he had stoned at the policemen and then I asked them, where was that stone that he had used because I wanted to see its size.

The police asked me whether I was a lawyer or what. Then I said no, I am the father of Tanduxolo, I am not a lawyer, then they said,
we are laying a charge against Tanduxolo.

MS MAYA: Was he actually charged? Were there allegations against him?

W NDLETYANA; Yes, he was charged. Allegations were laid on him for throwing stones at the police and the court case was to be in
Dordrecht. We did go to court three times and he would be discharged and rearrested.

On the third time the lawyer by the name of Naidoo, who is now a member of the Parliament, tried to defend and - because the killer of
Tanduxolo was Potgieter, that is the name of the police who shot at Tanduxolo.

He was then sent to the Komani Hospital where he spent a long time.

MS MAYA: Was he disturbed mentally?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, he was, that is - he was mentally disturbed such that he was behaving abnormally.

MS MAYA: The one who shot him, Potgieter, where is he now?
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W NDLETYANA; Potgieter was transferred from Molteno to Colesburg and in Colesburg too, we leant that he was also transferred to
Stellenbosch.

MS MAYA: Does he still work as a policeman?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, that's what we think, because we never heard of it that he actually resigned from the police force.

MS MAYA: According to you, your son who was injured by this policeman was employed and he was on holiday at the time.

W NDLETYANA: Yes, it is like that.



MS MAYA; Did he manage to work after this incident?

W NDLETYANA: No, up to now he is not working.

MS MAYA: What does he do at home?

W NDLETYANA: He just sits there at home.

MS MAYA: Does he have a family?

W NDLETYANA; No, he hasn't got, he is still my dependant.

MS MAYA: How long was he in hospital?

W NDLETYANA; It was quite a long time in the Komani Hospital that he stayed. I remember that one year I received a letter from him
which he had written whilst he was out of hospital.

He was in jail in Queenstown, which I don't even know where it is.

MS MAYA; How did that happen?

W NDLETYANA: I also got confused and asked the hospital how could this happen. I move from Molteno to the hospital and gave
them the letter. On the day I arrived at the hospital, there were policemen who came with Tanduxolo, who were taking him to the
hospital to be readmitted for the second time.

I don't know what they had noticed.

MS MAYA; According to what you had heard, why - for how
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long did the policemen keep him in jail?

W NDLETYANA: For 6 months and then they again took him back to hospital.

MS MAYA: And then, how long did he spend - how much time did he spend in hospital?

W NDLETYANA: I think he came back in 1989, I think it is three years, if I'm counting well.

MS MAYA: Yes, did you get any reply from the hospital, any explanation from the hospital?

W NDLETYANA: The explanation was that he had been taken by a surgeon from Queenstown, then I asked but how did that happen,
they could not tell me how it happened.

After that I did not investigate, nor ask any further questions, because I could not get the head or tail of it. They could not tell me
exactly what had happened. I had made means when he was in East London to ask for a rail warrant to visit my son in East London,
then the Magistrate said it was available at the police station and the police station said it was available at the Magistrate's office.

MS MAYA: Was he ever arrested or Potgieter - was there any charge laid against Potgieter because of what he had done?

W NDLETYANA: No, there wasn't.

MS MAYA: Is there any other additional information or you want to make a request to this Commission?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, there is. This was my hope that this son of mine would help me, therefore I would ask this Commission to make
means that Potgieter should be taken to court where he is going to meet me.

And thereafter, when I have heard how it all happened and what is the end of this, I will then request this Commission to help me
because my son is still young. He

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE



 

8 W NDLETYANA

could work for me if he was normal and we are a poor family.

Perhaps the Commission could see what they can teach him or perhaps they could see what they can do for him, that is my request to
this Commission.

MS MAYA: Is there still need that he should get medical treatment?

W NDLETYANA: Yes, because he says the Doctor here in Queenstown said that he could never work again, such that he said that he
was going to organise that he gets the disability grant, which he is getting even at the moment, now that he is out of hospital.
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MURIEL NOMINUTES NIKANI: (sworn states)

MR NIKANI: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: We now hand over to Ntsikelelo Sandi to question Mrs Nikani.

MR SANDI: Mrs Nikani, by the way you have come to give testimony on your son,
Nkosana Nikani was shot by the police. You said earlier on that this killing
happened on the 1st in 1986?

MN NIKANI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember how old he was at the time when he died?

MN NIKANI: He was 25 years old.

MR SANDI: What was he doing at the time?

MN NIKANI: You mean the work?

MR SANDI: Yes.

MN NIKANI: You mean where he was working?

MR SANDI: Was he working or was he a scholar or student, what was he doing?

MN NIKANI: He was no longer attending school, he used to be a student at Oxtol
and he came back home because policemen were looking for him, because they have
said there have been a book that he had taken to school.

So he came back because of that. In 1980 they were accused of burning and they
were arrested and locked in. He QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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was beaten terribly. When his brother came because he had come because he was
arrested, it was at night and he decided to go to the police station to go and
see them. He cried because he saw them that they had been beaten. His body had
marks, he was lifting his hands high because of pain.

He had marks all over his body.

MR SANDI: Without disturbing you Mrs Nukani, are you now talking about what
happened in 1980? You are not referring to the incident of 1986 of his killing?
Go on.



MN NUKANI: They went out on bail and then they went back, they were sentenced
and they were trashed. In 1985 again they were those disturbances.

The policemen looked for him because they were accusing him that he was the
instigator. They looked for him and we were all taken and locked in.

Everyone there in the house, even the children, were locked in. They woke us up
at night and it was extremely cold. And then we had to cross a river falling
into the water, walking to the police station.

We were kept there until morning and the following morning the Station
Commander, a tall policeman Van der Veldt, asked us to get into his office and
stand in a row and he said we should hold God - the leg.

Then I looked up and I couldn't see this God, then he threw an ashtray at me,
but it did not hit me because I tried to avoid being hit.

MR SANDI: By the way when you were all arrested in your home, was it because
they were looking for Nkosana?

MN NUKANI: Yes, they were looking for Nkosana. We were not happy because the
hippo's would drive round our home, they would come and search our home, they
would put light on QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the windows of our home.

MR SANDI: Let's go nearer to the day now when Nkosana was shot.

MN NUKANI: On the day Nkosana was shot by the police, I must hand over to my
husband to tell you more about that day.

MR NUKANI: The day Nkosana was shot ...

MR SANDI: Could you come closer to the microphone.

MR NUKANI: On the day Nkosana was shot on the 1st of October 1986, Nkosana woke
up and went to work, I wasn't working because I was a pensioner.

He left me behind alone. Because I had a car, I worked - I repaired my car.
During the day I - there were cars, then Nkosana came and that was the last I
spoke to him.

I was still repairing the car when Nkosana came talking to me, saying look at
me. Look at how Thembinkosikoso has hit me. His face was torn, there were tears
on his face.

Then he went away. He came for a short while. We used to put his food on the
table and not close the door for him.

Then he went away, then there were cars that came and stopped nearby our house.
The first person who came was Dyantyi.

MR SANDI: Was Dyantyi a policeman?

MR NUKANI: Yes, he was a policeman in Sterkstroom. He had a gun in his hand and
said Madiba, we want Matana and he went in into the yard, followed by other
policemen who had rifles in their hands.

On the other side I saw Nyati, one of the policemen who had a gun with him. Then



I was asked to come out of the car and open the garage.

MR SANDI: What did they say they wanted Nkosana for?
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MR NUKANI: At this time they had not stated, they just said they were looking
for him. I then opened the garage door and I was instructed to open the boot of
the car that was inside the garage. I rushed to get the key for the car and
opened the boot and they could see there was nothing inside, then they asked me
to open the house so as to take him out and they were pushing me with their
rifles.

They instructed me to open the wardrobes too, they looked and checked under the
beds and then whilst they were through Dyantyi said if your son comes, please
take him to the police station, but if I happen to see him, I am certainly going
to shoot him dead.

I did not say anything and they went away. I sat on the doorstep, and I was
hurt. Later on I heard some shootings of - then I followed them. I saw a hippo.
Then I followed them.

And this policeman did not want anyone coming close and he was laying there on
his back.

MR SANDI: What is the name of the police that shot Nkosana?

MR NUKANI: His name was Lennox Dyantyi.

MR SANDI: Is that the same person Thembisile and Lennox?

MR NUKANI: Yes, those are his names.

MR SANDI: Have you ever gone to court to lay a charge against Lennox Dyantyi?

MR NUKANI: I still want to continue with my story until we got to the police
station. When I came nearer the body they did not want me to go close. Then they
ultimately took his body away, then the following day I went there to ask and
ask them where was Matana, why had they shot him.

They said he had been running away. Then I asked for his clothes, which they did
not give to me.
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They then said I would get his body in Queenstown together with his clothes and
before the end of that week, I went to Queenstown and I went to a certain place,
I don't know whether it is where they do post-mortem, but according to what I
could make out, I think that's the place.

I wanted to see him. They said no, you'll get his body only when you are going
to bury him and they even told me what day I would have to bury him.

I asked for his clothes which they wouldn't give to me. I then went home. Then I
told people there that they had told me when to have his funeral.



One other day a certain policeman came to my place. We were about to have a
prayer service and then this policeman asked for Pistol Nukani and I said,
that's me.

Then one said, he also deserves to be shot too. Then they asked me to go outside
to talk to them. There were four of them, three White policeman and one Black.

MR SANDI: Did they go out with you?

MR NUKANI: Yes. Outside the grey headed man said he was a Sergeant and asked me
that I should not say anything, but to accept the orders that on a particular
day I should bury my son.

And when I talked to this Black policeman, he said, no stop him, he must not say
anything. He must keep quiet. These White policemen kept on looking at me.

MR SANDI: Was it a week day on which you had to conduct the funeral?

MR NUKANI: Yes. Then the Black policeman asked me to just listen and keep quiet
and I did the same.

Then they told me when I could get the body and so we went there. They said they
didn't want anything. They
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asked about busses coming from East London, Johannesburg and so on. I said I
knew nothing about busses.

MR SANDI: Did they tell you why they wanted you to bury on a week day?

MR NUKANI: They said ...

MR SANDI: Did they tell you why they wanted you to bury on the day that they had
selected?

MR NUKANI: No, they did not tell me. They said they did not want people. If they
saw anyone, they were going to put me into trouble.

MR SANDI: And how did you feel?

MR NUKANI: I felt very bad because we were instructed not to talk, but just to
accept whatever we were instructed to do.

Then on the day of the funeral, we brought the body home. I had to wash the body
and I saw that here in front of the chest, there was a bullet wound and the
bullet had pierced through the body to the back.

Then the football players asked for permission to go to the funeral and attend
the funeral. So it was only the family who had to bury.

MR SANDI: Before you buried him, did you ever go to any attorney?

MR NUKANI: Yes, we did go to Mr Klaas of Queenstown and he was not there on the
day when we had to go to court.

MR SANDI: We shall come back to that. Let us now go back to the day of the
funeral.



MR NUKANI: There were hippo's around, they were blocking the way. There were
also some sedan cars next to the cemetery, all these policemen were heavily,
they had firearms.
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MR SANDI; Are there any other incidents on the day of the funeral?

MR NUKANI: No, except there were these policemen who were armed, who were moving
up and down. So I buried.

MR SANDI: How did you feel at home when you had to bury your son who had been
killed by the police and you had been surrounded by policemen?

MR NUKANI: We felt bad, but the policemen told us we were the source of all that
was happening.

MR SANDI: By the way what happened with this case and the attorney?

MR NUKANI: We went to the lawyer, then we were given a date for going to court,
but our lawyer did not turn up on the day of the case and then they forced
matters, despite that we told them that our lawyer was not present.

MR SANDI: Who told you that you were going to court on that day?

MR NUKANI: We were told and the lawyer was supposed to be there in court. That's
why we went there.

MR SANDI: Adv Wessels is mentioned here in this statement. Do you know that one?

MR NUKANI: Yes, we know him because he had been engaged by Klaas.

MR SANDI: What did he say to you about this case?

MR NUKANI: Who?

MR SANDI: Advocate Wessels, did he say anything to you about the case?

MR NUKANI: We went in person to all those places. From Sterkstroom we went to
Stutterheim and then we went to the Supreme Court in East London and we were
there and there was a court case for the whole week in East London.
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MR SANDI: What was the outcome or the verdict of the case? Who was found guilty?

MR NUKANI: It was in Port Elizabeth that we - this case was concluded on a
particular day. And then the verdict was that the policemen of Sterkspruit were
liars.

MR SANDI: Did they find Thembisile Dyantyi guilty?

MR NUKANI: No, they just said policemen were liars, that's all they said.



MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say in connection with this matter?

MR NUKANI: Yes. Unless I've left out some information and my wife can perhaps
help if there is any information I have left out.

MN NUKANI: Nkosana Nukani was a member of the UDF. At home we had great loss
caused by the policemen. Only female children were left behind. The policemen
tortured them and they covered her face and they held her roughly, pushing her
and pulling her outside, forcing her to tell them where Matana was and they were
threatening that she should not cry.

MR SANDI: Is that the wife to Nkosana?

MN NUKANI: No, it is the wife to the eldest brother of Nkosana who once was
detained for 28 days, but that wife died two years ago and he has left behind
three children.

MR SANDI: That niece of Nkosana who was also arrested whilst the policemen were
demanding Nkosana, do you have anything to say about her?

MN NUKANI: No, that was Nkosana's girlfriend who was taken and arrested and she
was taken to the old jail. They tied her feet together to - they administered
some electric shock inside her vagina and the person who was responsible
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for that, was Lennox Thembisile Dyantyi, that is on record.

MR SANDI: Has Nkosana left behind a 16 year old child?

MN NUKANI: Yes. She is in standard 6 at Siaqapana and she is a girl.

MR SANDI: Who is staying with this child?

MN NUKANI: She is with her grandmother, but she visits us too.

MR SANDI: If we could move on and conclude. Do you mean that - what is actually
your request to this Commission?

MN NUKANI: Our request is that we were not happy with the manner we had to bury
our son, Matana. We were not happy with the way the case was handled, because
Dyantyi did admit at home in the absence of a lawyer that he had shot Matana,
but he did not admit that he had shot him on the chest.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say to us before I hand you over to the
Chairperson?

MN NUKANI: When they were taking down the statement, there are some other people
who later came and they said they had been sent by this Commission and I got
confused when a certain girl from the Commission came later, I told them that
no, some people had come earlier on to take a statement.

So that statement was written down by the Mayor of Sterkstroom. Now we don't
understand what the Mayor is going to do with this statement and when we there
to demand for the statement, the Mayor said they had burnt it.

Now we feel he is working in collaboration with the policemen.

MR SANDI: I'm not sure Mrs Nukani, whether I follow what you are saying. Perhaps



the Chairperson follows what you are
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saying. Is that all you want to say to this Commission. Thank you Mr Nukani.

REVD FINCA: Thank you, are there any questions? Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to know what is the name of the Nkosana's girlfriend?

MN NUKANI: The name of that girlfriend is Nokomulekwa Mbala.

REVD XUNDU: Is she still there as a resident of the place?

MN NUKANI: No, she went to Johannesburg.

REVD XUNDU: The Mayor you mentioned, is it a newly elected Mayor?

MN NUKANI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Is he a member of this organisation?

MN NUKANI: He is a member of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Do you feel perhaps he works with the policemen?

MN NUKANI: Yes, because I feel why did he say he had been instructed by the TRC?
Where did he take the statement to and when we go back to demand for the
statement, he wouldn't give it back to us? That is what makes me suspicious.

REVD FINCA: Over to you Ms Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Mrs Nukani, do you know the name of the Mayor?

MN NUKANI: It was Snowabile, Snowabile Sobandle is the full name.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mama, Mrs Nukani and Mr Nukani, we thank you that you have given
your evidence to this Commission which is very clear to us about the painful way
in which Nkosana
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was murdered.

And even the way you were tortured as the Nukani family. I don't know when this
happened when people, females were tortured like that with electric shock, but
if this happened these latest years when we are investigating about these
atrocities, we would like that one of the staff members should talk to you and
find out when did this actually happened, so that if there is need for us to
investigate, we would do so.

We thank you for your explanation which is very clear.



We wish to tell you that we are going to make a follow up and we are also going
to look into this matter of a statement that was taken from you in a suspicious
way.

Our investigators are going to make a follow up. We thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 22-07-1996 NAME: KONGOZELA ELLIOT NYANI

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 1

KONGOZELA ELLIOT NYANI: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Elliot Nyani, we welcome you and we thank you for coming before this
Commission. I think that your story is going to refer to the time of the unrests
which will be related to Boniswa Oliphant's story, but you shall be telling us
about how you were harassed as a member of the African Democratic Movement.

You shall be giving full evidence as to how you were harassed, therefor we want
you to know that you are accepted and welcomed here, because that is what you
are here for.

We are looking at how people were harassed and interrogated in whatever way so
relax and just simply tell us everything in a relaxed mood as to what happened.

Mr Xundu is going to lead you by asking you some questions in this regard. Thank
you. By the way, what is your clan name?

KE NYANI: My clan name is Qwati.

REVD FINCA: That's good.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you (indistinct), thank you Noni. Where is your
home and where did you ...?

KE NYANI: I am from Sterkspruit in Philanda.

REVD XUNDU: Is that the wife sitting next to you?

KE NYANI: Yes, it is.

REVD XUNDU: Is that the only wife?

KE NYANI: Yes, it is.
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REVD XUNDU: Thank you. In your statement you have mentioned the ADM, what was
this and was its aims?

KE NYANI: The ADM was led by Brigadier Gqozo and people used to say it was
actually the ruling organisation which was of help to the people.

How it used to operate was in this way, one other day early in the morning as I
was waking up in my house, I discovered that someone said in fact to me, that Mr
Dywashu was found by the policemen, dead, in one road and he had been shot.



So we were confused.

REVD XUNDU: What was Dywashu?

KE NYANI: He was just an ordinary man.

REVD XUNDU; In what organisation was he?

KE NYANI: He was a member of the ANC. Now when I arrived where I was getting to,
I found people busy there.

They had their kieries with them and the believed that the ADM was responsible
for the death of Dywashu.

So they were intending to kill everyone who was a member of the ADM.

REVD XUNDU: What was actually the cause of the conflict between the ADM and the
ANC?

KE NYANI: In fact I can say the manner in which Mr Dywashu was killed was
causing discontent because he was killed on the road. So they used to have their
own meetings and we also used to have separate meetings from them.

So we feel he was killed for no reason, he was not even a person who used to
complain, he was just one of them. I don't even know how his input was.

REVD XUNDU: Go on.

KE NYANI: And then it became evident that the majority of us QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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ADM members were in a great problem, then in the evening that day, I went to the
Headmen to ask what had actually happened.

Then he said he also didn't know he just heard that Dywashu had been shot dead.
We were all unhappy and uncomfortable, thereafter on the same evening whilst
sitting there, I was feeling, I was dozing off, then I was disturbed by a woman
coming into the house.

Then I asked her what was wrong and then she said to me, so and so's house had
been, a certain house had been burnt down. But she could not tell who had done
that.

They even said the wife too had been beaten up and she didn't know whether the
wife was still alive or not. The owner of this house was Mr Shosho and Mr Shosho
was a member of the ADM.

We immediately when there, on our way we met three men and we asked them what
had happened and they said somebody had survived, but the wife had been hit by a
certain stick whilst she was in the house.

We then went for (indistinct) and brought him to the Headmen and went to sleep.
In the morning we all woke up and went different ways.

We did call for the police from Rocklands, but only one policeman came. Then he
said the other policemen were all over the place because there was problems in
the country so they could not come, but he promised that other policemen would
come.



And then he went away, then we kept the women company. then a hippo came, they
took the Headmen to go and look for the people who had burnt the house down.

REVD XUNDU: Wait a minute, could you just tell us more
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about what happened on the 12th of September.

KE NYANI: What actually happened on that day - this month September, in fact I
did not stay in my location for this whole month of September. When there was
this problem I decided to leave, because I could see that my life was at stake.
Some other incidents occurred in my absence.

Even my house when it was burnt down, I was no longer living in there. After I
had left, I just heard that one of the members, Qoniswa had been axed too.

When I heard that I decided to move out of the house, leaving my blanket behind,
I just took an old jacket, crossed the road and that was how I left my house.

REVD XUNDU: Did you leave your wife behind?

KE NYANI: No, my wife was already with her people. She had left prior to all
this.

REVD XUNDU: Then you went to the Headmen's place, according to what you said
earlier on. What did the Headmen say?

KE NYANI; The incident of the burning of my house - I heard about it where I
was, then a certain man who also was a ranger in our location, this is the man
who told me about my house that had been burnt down, there was another house
that was also burnt down, Nomzamele's home.

Then he asked what are you going to, then I said I really don't know. Then he
again left me there and went back home.

I remained there in the location. One other day my son came, my eldest son came
to visit me and he said they wanted me back home, then I asked where is my home,
then he said they had relocated to Merinowalk and they had a house there.

Then I refused, I said no, no, no, I cannot go there. QUEENSTOWN HEARING
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Now, some other time I just decided let me at least go home, then I went to
Indwe and then to Queenstown.

When I got to the Whittlesea rank, I met a relative of mine, then he called me
and said grandfather, then I said, yes, I am going home and go and see what has
actually happened at home.

Then he said no, don't take that risk, you better go back where you come from. I
decided to force matters, then I got into the bus, but when I got there, I
decided to go past a certain man and this man said the very same thing that was
said to me earlier on my that girl.



Then I felt it was enough. Later on his wife said to me, get into this room and
he locked me into this room and left me there for the whole day.

It was night time when my relative, the husband came to me, then he asked me to
leave his home, because he was in fear that his house too would be burnt down,
so I had to leave.

I went towards the police station at Twongeni, there was nothing to help me out
of this situation, then I went towards the river and slept in between stones
there.

Later on which was early in the morning, I woke up and I sat there on one wall
next to an office waiting for a bus to Sterkspruit, which was to leave
Queenstown. Then I boarded it to Lady Grey, I got a hike to Barkely East then I
stayed there for quite a while.

REVD XUNDU: Is there no charge that was laid or any help that you got because
your houses had been burnt down?

KE NYANI: All these things happened in my absence, then it is only when I went
back, that I got to know about them and you must know that I stayed away for
about two years there.
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When I was there for quite some time, that is last year, then one of the men who
was with me in the struggle, asked me to go back home because my mother was
complaining and my youngest son was sick, then I asked him where do I go to,
then he offered to keep me.

Then I said no, I'm too old for that, I couldn't live with other people, but he
pleaded with me and they actually managed to persuade me, then I said, do you
see the damage caused, then he said there has been some money that we got for
our loss.

In fact what actually happened, our houses were rebuilt and we were also given
some clothing. Then I asked what am I going to do then, then he said we shall
see.

I wasn't happy, I wasn't comfortable at all, then at night, I escaped to
(indistinct) and I found my youngest son very sick, then I took him to the
Doctors.

I was then called back to my home and I went. I was told that there were
elections that were taking place, then I said no, I was not standing for any
elections, I wasn't going to.

They wanted to force me to stand for the election, then I said no, I won't be in
a position to, for that matter I don't now have a home, I no longer have my
children staying here with me, now why should I stay?

Then he said I could go, then I got into a car and went away.

REVD XUNDU: Now, you want to say you never got any compensation for your loss?

KE NYANI: No, I did not.

REVD XUNDU: What actually happened?



KE NYANI: When I met him, I asked him where do I actually
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feature because we were actually together in the struggle, but I am not happy
because most people are dying in a very mysterious way, then this man said, no,
we shall see, we shall see.

Last year in September, I got into a car and went to Basalone, to see the
Regional Magistrate in Thabatemba, then I tried to find out since I had also
lost and my house was burnt down, how was I going to be compensated.

The Magistrate said we - what happened actually. I told him that I did not have
a home. Then the Magistrate did not have any knowledge about this, because he
said this was handled by the ADM, he as a Magistrate did not have full
information. He had heard about compensation that was being done to the people,
but he did not know exactly what this compensation was for.

REVD XUNDU: Now in your story that is so painful, if you were to make a request,
what would you actually say you would like us to assist you with?

KE NYANI: My request, in fact let me say, when I heard of it that there was
going to be this hearing by the Commission, sick as I was with an eye problem, I
talked to one nurse. I said to her I've heard that there is a Commission from
East London, that there is a Commission that helps people that have got
problems, then this nurse said yes, if you have any problem on the 22nd and
23rd, there will be a hearing in Queenstown, so that is when I decided to come
here on Saturday and gave in my statement.

So that is why therefor I am here today to come and get some help and ask for,
make a request to get some help from this Commission.

Now, even if I don't get anything, I want this
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Commission to know that my house was burnt down and nothing could be survived,
so even if I don't get anything, I don't mind.

REVD XUNDU: Now, are you enjoying ... (intervention)

KE NYANI: Sorry, I can't hear because I have a problem with my hearing.

REVD XUNDU: Now, tell us, did this - all this affect your health? All these
incidents?

KE NYANI: Yes, I am enjoying ill health and I have been now and again visiting
Doctors and I have been admitted to hospital three times.

Even just before I came here, the Doctor said my blood pressure was very high,
even at night I sleep well.

REVD XUNDU: Commissioner, I would like you to take over from me.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Mr Xundu. Are there any other questions you may be



having. Ntsikelelo Sandi, do you have any questions to ask the witness?

MR SANDI: I would like to ask you some questions because I want to have full
clarity. When you joined the ADM were you a resident at Tendergate? How long had
you been there?

KE NYANI: When people started occupying that land, I was there.

MR SANDI: When was that?

KE NYANI: I think it was in 1979.

MR SANDI: At the time you were a resident there, how was your life with other
residents just before you joined the ADM?

KE NYANI: There were no problems whatsoever, in stead people wanted to work with
me until they elected me as their Headman.
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MR SANDI: When you joined the ADM was there any other member who came to you to
ask you to join the ADM?

KE NYANI: Our Headmen happened to be a member of the ADM, so therefor we were
also asked to join as members of the ADM.

MR SANDI: Now could you tell us briefly when you were told about the aims of the
ADM what did they actually say to you?

KE NYANI: At first it was if it was an organisation that wouldn't pose any
problems to us, but later on I could see that it had many problems.

Such that when there were these problems just before I left, I said to the
Headmen, no, let's just leave everything and let people do things on their own,
because I was in fear that the end would be bitter.

There was a certain person that people had asked him to assist them, but he
decided not to help them, so I was thinking of such things.

MR SANDI: Are there any other organisations that used to ask the people to
become members?

KE NYANI: No, I can't think of any. We had the ANC, the ADM and the PAC
organisations.

MR SANDI: Is the ADM as an organisation still there?

KE NYANI: I don't know, but in fact I think it doesn't exist, not at all, I
don't even hear a thing about this ADM.

MR SANDI: You mentioned once the name of a certain man that you said was the
leader of the ADM, where is that man?

KE NYANI: Oh, you mean our leader in the location that is Gqozo. I really don't
know what happened to him.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Nyani, we thank you for your story as presented before this



Commission.
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It is quite painful I must say, though we are laughing now but you mustn't think
this is a good story, but we are just impressed by your humorous way of saying
things, that is why we are laughing.

You are just like an African man. When you say things in the traditional court,
you say it even if it is painful, you say it in a good way for the people to
listen to.

Brushing your beard as if you were playing, that is why therefor we are
laughing, otherwise this is actually a very painful story.

Certain things that were done by this Government, especially in the TBV States
left people scattered all over the country.

They made divisions in families, they left conflicts in the rural areas after
people had been together for quite some time. They have left our nation fighting
and there is blood shed all over.

In the mean time the perpetrators are enjoying it, dressed in suits, driving in
black cars and eating the best food ever, but back, way back, they have left the
people in great conflict, so we thank you for being brave, coming to us to tell
us your story, which is very painful.

Old as you are you don't have a home because you were misled by those unstable
Government.

We shall therefor investigate as to whether that organisation you were a member
of, is still existing, because we would like to question that organisation and
its leader.

If there are any other things we would like to know from you, we shall come back
to you Mr Nyani. We thank you for your testimony you have given before this
Commission,
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when you were really harassed and as a member of this organisation.

KE NYANI: Mainly I would like to know the people who burnt down my house. I've
got completely nothing even the house where I live, doesn't look like a proper
house.

It is actually a shack that wouldn't be used by anyone. There is no blankets, we
sleep on sacks and we are then eating, it is infested by lice, so I thank you as
a Commission that you have allowed us to come and tell you about our problems
and you have asserted all our sufferings as presented to you. We thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 23-07-1996 NAME: EUNICE BONISWA OLIPHANT

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 2

EUNICE BONISWA OLIPHANT: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Sir, back to you.

REVD FINCA: Welcome here Eunice Oliphant, we are going to hand you over to Tiny
Maya and she will lead you in your evidence.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairman. Ms Oliphant, I would like to greet
you. In the statement before us, we see that you will testify in connection with
the death of your husband, Mr Welile Alfred in 1992.

In the statement there is something that says he was a member of an organisation
and he was accused of being a member of the ADM at that time and it was said
that the ADM had a part in his killing.

Tell us a bit about your husband so that we can know why he was accused of
killing a member of the ADM.

EB OLIPHANT: What is it that you want to know? Do you want to know who he was,
what he was? He was a member of the ANC.

MS MAYA: Tell us everything about him. About his membership in the ANC, what he
did as a person and in the community as well.

EB OLIPHANT: The main cause of the ADM being after him was that because while we
were staying there, the people in town did not want to be controlled by Headmen,
so they asked the Magistrate to please authorise that they should not be under
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Headmen.

The Magistrate said that while he was going to forward the request to Bisho,
that somebody should represent these people in the interim, while this request
was being handled.

My husband was appointed as the representative of the people on the part of the
ANC. There was then this conflict between the ANC and the ADM and people did not
agree, the Headmen did not agree because there was someone from the ANC who was
representing the ANC people.

MS MAYA: Just to take you a bit back, please explain to us what the ADM was all
about. What kind of organisation was it, who did it consist of and tell us more
about the ADM.

EB OLIPHANT: The ADM was an organisation of people under the leadership of
Brigadier Oupa Gqozo, the African Democratic Movement.



After all this, after my husband was appointed on the ANC's part, there were
these Headmen who were part of the ADM. They never used to conduct meetings and
tell people that if you've got complains, bring it to us, they used to, when
they had a meeting, it became apparent that Sponda did not like this, and he
would go and report it to the police and they would come and arrest him.

He is the person that used to the complaints of the people and whenever there
was a meeting, he would be arrested.

On a particular day the children when to Mr Xabendlini's house and burnt it and
there was just friction there. I wasn't present, I was at work.

Thereafter the people of that house had to be admitted to the hospital. The man
of the house there was assaulted and when he got to the hospital, he passed
away, Mr Richard
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Xabendlini.

The children who were responsible were arrested because the people at the
hospital gave a statement to the effect that the children were responsible for
this deed.

Fortunately I was going to be off the following day and I went home. The day I
got home, the morning of the following day, the children were going to go to
school, but the police had stopped outside in a Kombi and they had come to
arrest my husband.

MS MAYA: Where were these policemen from?

EB OLIPHANT: I am not sure whether they were the Tendergate policemen or the
Wittlesea policemen. There is a police station there by us in Rocklands and
there were also policemen from Wittlesea, so I cannot differentiate which police
these were.

My question when they arrested him was, because when the statement was being
given at the hospital, I was present by the people who were assaulted. My
question was why they were arresting him and they said we are not going in
accordance with the statement, we are going according to this list and they took
out a list which they got at Xabendlini's.

MS MAYA: This list according to your knowledge, what did it have?

EB OLIPHANT: It contained names of people who was supposed to be arrested.

MS MAYA: Why were they going to be arrested?

EB OLIPHANT: They were the ones that killed and they said my husband was the one
that finished off Mr Xabendlini. They said the reason that Mr Xabendlini is no
longer with us, is you.
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So they took him and took him away. After they had left, there were other men



there because there were no children, only men were arrested and locked up and
the Kombi came back to come and fetch all the youth in the village and they were
locked up.

But in the afternoon of that day they were brought back and my husband also came
back that day. They were told to come back and they would be informed as to when
the trial would be conducted.

I once again had to go back to work, so I don't know what happened after that,
but there were rumours that the ADM had said, sworn revenge and when Mr
Xabendlini was being buried, Mr Oliphant's body would be at the mortuary and
that is exactly what happened.

MS MAYA: I would like us to come to the 27th of August 1992 now. What happened
on this day there?

EB OLIPHANT: On this day of the 27th in 1992, I was not there, I was not at
home, I was at work. I had left on the 26th to go to work, because I was going
to be on duty on the 27th.

According to what I heard from neighbours when they told me, they said that they
were afraid to come out because most of the people around me were old people and
widows and they said that there was a shooting incident and when I got home, I
saw that there were bullet holes in the window.

INTERPRETER: The interpretation service will continue once the witness has
regained her composure. Fortunately no one was sleeping in the room into which
they shot because since these rumours, we had heard these rumours, we had to
move our things, because they said that they were going to burn our things, so I
had asked a neighbour and taken all my
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furniture in the house and kept it there. I did this on the day that I was off
and he kept it in his garage, so we just left a few things at home and since,
when they shot my husband was not in our bedroom, the one they know us to sleep
in.

But he was sleeping in the children's bedroom which is towards the back.

MS MAYA: Was there someone that saw who was shooting by any chance?

EB OLIPHANT: I cannot lie and say that there was, but the neighbours heard the
shots. My children were not at home, because ever since this thing started, my
husband did not want our children to sleep at home, he wanted to be at home
alone.

And even when I was off, he wanted me to go and sleep at my parental home, but I
refused to I wanted to be there to see what was going to happen.

MS MAYA: What happened after the shooting?

EB OLIPHANT: They shot and then he must have stayed there, but I think the
reason he came out must have been because they set fire to the place.

They threw petrol there, because even the mat in the room was smelling of petrol
and the front portion burnt. The house was black to show that there was a lot of
smoke.



I am sure that he ran towards the back door, because his corpse was found at the
back and that is where is was found.

He was found outside at the back and that was in the morning, because nobody had
come during the night to come and look at what damage had been done. He was
found the morning.
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MS MAYA: And what was seen as the cause of his death?

EB OLIPHANT: A bullet wound. There was no sign of him having been assaulted,
because even when he was taken to the Doctor thereafter.

MS MAYA: Was anyone arrested after your husband's death?

EB OLIPHANT: Yes, there were people that were arrested after my husband's death,
but they were never held in custody because the day that they were arrested,
there were members of the ADM who phoned Gqozo and Gqozo sent a message that
these people must be released immediately.

And there was stories that there was a helicopter circling the area and that
these people must continue with their work.

MS MAYA: So all in all, these people who were arrested, were released without
being charged at all?

EB OLIPHANT: They were released but the ANC did not allow, want to allow this,
the ANC tried by all means that these people should be arrested and prosecuted.

And they were prosecuted and in all that time, when all this happened, I was
admitted to hospital for one week and when I was discharged, the Superintendent
had sent transport to fetch the children and we went to stay at Sada at an
aunt's place and while all this was happening, I was no longer at Tendergate, I
left them on the 26th and I never went back.

MS MAYA: What happened after these people, the trial was conducted at court -
were they found guilty?

EB OLIPHANT: One person pleaded guilty and that was Mr Lumko, he pleaded guilty
to shooting him and he was also a member of the ADM.

MS MAYA: In your statement, there are two Mr Lumko's to
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whom you refer.

EB OLIPHANT: Yes, that is so. There is Mr Lumko the son of the man who pleaded
guilty to the shooting and there is this Mr Lumko who is a soldier and he is the
son of this man who said the day before this all happened, I think it was a
month or two before this happened, they came to my house, what made me ask how
this all happened was, because my husband did not want to tell me everything.

I saw cracks somewhere near the kitchen and I asked what had happened and they



said that soldiers had come during the course of the night and knocked and they
had seen that it was the soldiers' truck and apparently they knocked and knocked
and he said that he heard Bennie Lumko's voice saying that they should kick in
the door.

They kicked in the door and he said that after they had kicked in the door, he
pretended as though he had just woken up and when they came in, Bennie Lumko
asked him why don't you open and he said, no, I was sleeping, I went to bed with
a headache and I then fell asleep.

They wanted to know where the children were. My children were not sleeping at
home at that stage and my husband said my children are there, and they said
come, let's go to the children.

They then took him to the children and all the time they were telling him that
you Mr Oliphant, and your family, we are going to shoot you one by one.

And they then went to my parental home, there was an old women. I live with, my
parents are no longer alive, my aunt lives there. When they got there, the
children were told to wake up.

My children was still very small then. I do not know
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what his intentions were when he said that they should go to the children and
when he got there and saw how small they were, he decided to abandon that and he
took my husband again and they left.

MS MAYA: How old were your children?

EB OLIPHANT: Tanda was nine years old. He was the youngest one. Thembinqozi was
15, Andile was 18 then.

MS MAYA: Did you people know Bennie Lumko before?

EB OLIPHANT: Yes, we knew him very well, so much so that before he was a very
good friend of my husband's, while he was still a school child because we all
used to go to church together and my husband was their choir master.

MS MAYA: Please proceed. Let us go back to the day of the 27th of August.

EB OLIPHANT: On the 27th of August, after they had shot him, he was taken to
hospital and Dr Fernandez is the one who certified him dead and he could see
that the person who shot him, was not someone learning to shoot, but it was a
person that was good at shooting.

He was taken by the police to the mortuary, to the State Mortuary here in
Queenstown.

MS MAYA: I am just trying to find out, because according to your statement you
are complaining that Lumko senior was charged with your husband's death, why is
that?

EB OLIPHANT: Because he was still old, he was old by then.

MS MAYA: But he was found guilty?

EB OLIPHANT: Yes, he was found guilty.



MS MAYA: And until when did he stay in jail?

EB OLIPHANT: He did not stay in jail for very long.

MS MAYA: Why not?

EB OLIPHANT: A message came from Gqozo when he was sent to
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Middeldrift that he must be released and they never went to Tendergate, even
now, they don't stay in Tendergate.

MS MAYA; Do you know where they stay?

EB OLIPHANT: No, I don't know.

MS MAYA: There is somebody by the name of Mr Mrola that you speak about in your
statement, who is he?

EB OLIPHANT: Mrola was one of the members of the ADM as well who was with these
people.

MS MAYA: Was he going to be a witness or what happened?

EB OLIPHANT: He was still very young then, but then it was found that he knows
quite a lot according to what I hear, that is and according to all the knowledge
that he had, and the information that he was giving to the people about what
happened that night, he knew quite a lot about what happened that evening.

It was found that the ANC had to try by all means to take him out of Tendergate,
because it was quite clear that he was going to be harassed by people of the
ADM.

And apparently he was taken away and he was taken by Mr Smith, who is an
attorney is Cape Town and he went to stay by him.

And when he was in Cape Town, he died there and nobody knows what happened. He
disappeared rather and nobody knows there he is.

MS MAYA: And up till now nobody knows where he is?

EB OLIPHANT: That is right.

MS MAYA: I would like you to just go back a bit please so that we can assure
that there is nothing that we have forgotten to cover. How old are your children
now?

EB OLIPHANT: My children are old now, I mean one has even been initiated.
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MS MAYA: Are there any at school?

EB OLIPHANT: Mbulele has stopped attending school. The two that are still at
school are Andile and Thembinqozi.



MS MAYA: What standards are they?

EB OLIPHANT: They are in standards 10 and 7 respectively.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else that you would like to add before I ask you what
your wish is from the Truth Commission, what you would like the Truth Commission
to do for you?

EB OLIPHANT: I would like to make sure, even though I cannot say it myself
because I know that my husband was really not shot by Mr Lumko, I would like
this to be investigated by Bennie Lumko, that the day he came to my house and
even when he mentioned that we should be shot one by one, what he meant by that.

And also that the Commission should try to establish that I know that it is not
Mr Lumko that shot my husband, I do not accept that.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much, Ms Oliphant. I would like to hand you back to the
Chairperson in case he has any more questions.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions?

REVD XUNDU: Ma'am, I would like to ask you is Mr Bennie Lumko still alive?

EB OLIPHANT: Yes, he is still alive, he is still working, he is still a soldier.

REVD XUNDU: Where does he work?

EB OLIPHANT: I don't know where he works now, but he is still a soldier.

REVD XUNDU: We will try and investigate this matter and it will assist us in
investigating this matter. Thank you
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very much.

REVD FINCA: Boniswa Oliphant, we thank you for the story which has become
somewhat familiar to us people that were living in this area during the time
when we were under a very corrupt Government of the Ciskei.

The way in which you have spoken speaks to our consciences. When the Headmen
system was imposed and the way in which this led to the killing of many people
in the then Ciskei homeland.

When we leave from here we are going to have a hearing at Bisho where we are
going to be sitting especially for the things that happened during the Bisho
massacre, as well as other related issues, issues related to the Bisho massacre.

We hope that people who were in Government, soldiers, policemen who were in
positions during the time of Brigadier Oupa Gqozo will come forward and give us
a picture of things that happened then.

You have already asked us to forward this question that you want to know
exactly, you want to know all the details surrounding Welile's death, your
husband's death.

We sympathise with what you have told us, we thank you for it and we thank you
for the courage you have shown and also the time in which your husband passed
away, which must have been a very painful time for you.



I trust that the Commission has gathered information while you were talking and
also about the children who had been left behind, the Commission who will
submit, make submissions to the President, I am sure that they will pursue this
issue and see if anything can be done for you and your children in terms of what
the President will say to this request and we would like to thank you now and
ask you
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to take up your seat once more. Thank you very much.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-07-1996 NAME: SISIWE LETICIA PHAKA

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 3

SISIWE LETICIA PHAKA: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Ms Tiny Maya, over to you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. I greet you Ms Phaka. In the story here in front
of us, you are going to represent Vuyisile Phaka who was killed in your presence
and in the presence of his children in 1986, and he was burnt in the house.

Could you please explain to us how it really happened and why it happened?

SL PHAKA: It was on the 24th of April 1986, on a Thursday. We were at home at
82A Sada, I was with Vuyisile and his two children, Bondiwe and Domboqolo.

At about seven we saw a group of people who were coming, chanting songs and
dancing and talking.

When they got to the corner of our house, they stood still and they were dancing
and chanting. A short while thereafter they went up the street.

After a time, we could still hear the singing and this time they were now
stoning with - they had taken the stones from a nearby house, because there were
some bricks there that were going to be used for building a house.

MS MAYA; How old were his children at that time?

SL PHAKA: Bondiwe was 11 years old and Domboqolo was 9 years old.

MS MAYA: What happened after the stoning?
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SL PHAKA: So Vuyisile kept there in the house and we were crying and people were
trying to ransack the home, singing. Ultimately one of them, called out asking
for the car key. Vuyisile was in the bedroom and I was moving in and out of the
kitchen and the bedroom, looking after the children.

Then I went to him in the bedroom and I told him that they were demanding for
the car key, then he said ... (tape ends) ... had done whatever they had done to
take it out of the garage and it was now in front of the kitchen.

Then we saw the car burning. The next minute I saw the children walking outside,
then I called them in.

I called them into the house. Bondiwe said, Mama, they have instructed us to go
outside. So I went to Vuyisile, then I said, Vuyisile, the children are outside.



Then he said, all right. Then he said it is all right. So I went back and I
decided to talk to this people who were stoning and chanting to ask them what do
they actually want.

Then they said they wanted Phaka, they were desperate, they wanted Phaka. And
they asked me to go out because the house was burning.

Then I saw some fire and I went out. I did not even have the chance to go back
to the room, I just went out. The gate was locked, because we normally lock in
the evenings.

But I managed to squeeze myself out of the yard, and I had forgotten about the
children because I was confused. Then one of them said, here are your children.

As we were standing with people still chanting, one girl talked to me and asked
whether Phaka was my son. Then I said, yes, it is my only son that I have.

Then he said he was an informer, therefor I should hand QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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him over to them. Then I said, all right, I am handing him over to you, even to
God.

Then he said, don't pray. Don't pray old woman, then I said, okay. Then the
house got burnt with Vuyisile inside.

MS MAYA: As the house was burning, Bondiwe and the younger sister - where were
they? Were they watching?

SL PHAKA: Yes, they were standing here next to me, watching.

MS MAYA: Where was their mother at the time?

SL PHAKA: Their mother is a nurse, was still studying. Continuing with her
studies in Cecilia Makewane and she had left the home in January and I had just
come and visited them there in January, then I decided not to leave the children
because their father too, was a worker and very busy.

That is why I was still there in February. In April I was still looking after
the children in the absence of their mother. Their mother was in Cecilia
Makewane.

MS MAYA: Do you perhaps have any reason why your son was labelled an informer?

SL PHAKA: There is only one thing that was mentioned by this girl because I know
nothing. She said he was even inflating school fees and yet their parents did
not have money. He had been in service as a teacher for 15 years and 7 years as
a principal.

MS MAYA: So he was still a principal at Luvyo Etsada? Was he perhaps a member of
any of the political organisations or the community organisations?

SL PHAKA: I think he was a member of the SNIP organisation.

MS MAYA: Now could we go back a little. Was this people who were chanting and
you going outside, could you identify
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any of the people who were chanting?

SL PHAKA: No, because it was at sun set and I was new to the place, so I could
not make out the people.

MS MAYA: Now what about the wife to Vuyisile? Where is the wife to Vuyisile?

SL PHAKA: When Vuyisile died, he was building a house in Bisho, so the wife at
the moment is in Bisho and the wife is working there.

MS MAYA: Are the children still attending school? In what standards are they?

SL PHAKA: I see them frequently and they are still at school.

MS MAYA: Is there any other information you would like to tell us? In fact let
me ask you in another way. What can this Commission do for you?

SL PHAKA: My wish is that this Commission should take care of my son's children
because my son had high hopes for his children. Unfortunately I am all by
myself, so I was only his dependant.

MS MAYA: The people who burnt your son, do you know perhaps anything about them?
Were they arrested and perhaps taken to court?

SL PHAKA: No we did not lay any charge against them. We did not open any case,
but there was an article on the Despatch that indicated that there had been a
court case, but this was not opened by us.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mama.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu, over to you.

REVD XUNDU: Ms Phaka, I would like to ask the ages of this children at the
moment.

SL PHAKA: Domboqolo was born in 1973, she is now 23 years
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old. Bondiwe was born in 1974, on the 14th of September. Themboqolo was born in
1977, in December.

REVD XUNDU: What standards are they? The first one, in what standard is he?

SL PHAKA: They are now in PE Technikon together with Bondiwe, the second one.

REVD XUNDU: What about the third one, Themboqolo?

SL PHAKA: Themboqolo attends school in Cape Town, but I don't know the name of
the school.

REVD XUNDU: And how is their health?

SL PHAKA: Yes, they are enjoying good health as far as I know.



REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Ntsikelelo Sandi, over to you.

MR SANDI: What is the name of the mother of these children?

SL PHAKA: The name is Cynthia Nomathemba.

MR SANDI: Is she here today?

SL PHAKA: Yes, she is present.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Ms Phaka, we thank you for coming forward with your story about
Vuyisile, who is your son. The only son you had who was killed painfully by
being burnt because he was labelled an informer.

This is a very painful story to us as the Commission and I also think it is even
worse to you as the family.

I think this story is an indication that our fight against liberation makes us
to fight against the cruelty of apartheid, but it was also a very difficult
fight.

But it is evident that during this fight, there were mistakes that happened,
made by some people which led to some things that were a disgrace to this great
fight for
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liberation.

Because even if whatever happened, killing of the person in this manner, makes
us to feel very unhappy and hurt.

We have listened to your request as the Commission, we are going to see Ms Phaka
the junior and investigate what happened actually. Then if there is anything
that the Commissioner could help you with, we shall make a proposal to the
President.

So we thank you for coming forward and we shall therefor ask you to go back to
your seat.

--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: ... to swear you in. I am then going to ask you to stand.

NOBANTU NOMSISI ETHEL PLAATJIE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU Over to you Mr Commissioner.

REVD FINCA: Dr Mapule Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Morning. I'd like to ask you to go back and try and remember the
circumstances of your child's death. Take your time and tell us as much as you
can remember.

NNE PLAATJIE: Luthando Plaatjie was a student at Nonesi in standard 8. He went
to school as usual. This was on a Monday in 1986, if I'm not mistaken the date
was the 13th of March.

And he came back on time for lunch, and that was at 11 o'clock. He came home out
of breath and you could see that he was running.

When he came home, he said that he was in a hurry, because the teachers were in
a meeting and had released them from class late, so he was very in a hurry.

He took bread and milk from the table and just had two bites and ran out with
bread still in his hand.

I think not even 15 minutes after that, I heard a shot. But I did not pay
attention as to what it was all about, because they were busy fixing roads at
that stage.

Not long after that there was an even louder shot. I came out, when I came out
of the door Spokazi was coming in
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by the gate, crying and she said to me, Ma Luthando, Luthando.

I tried pacifying her thinking that she was crying because she was running and
she had left him behind, but then I saw the school children coming up the road,
coming running up the road, crying.

Some had their hands on their heads, some were saying it is Tiki, it is it Tiki,
Oh, my God, it is Tiki. I did not know who this Tiki was, or because I didn't
know this name.

But they were just saying Oh, Tiki.



But coming up my road, in stead of passing my house, they came to my house and
one of them said is it Plaatjie and from the back said, yes it was Luthando.

And others started running to this place where he got hurt.

DR RAMASHALA: Can I just stop you for a minute. Am I correct that Spokazi was
three years old?

NNE PLAATJIE: Yes, she was three years old then. When it was said that it was
Luthando Plaatjie, I was downstruck it was as if there were bells ringing in my
ears and my - it just blacked out, I just blacked out and my neighbour came and
helped me. Jumped the fence and came to help me and said let us go.

We jumped the fence, we didn't even use the gate and went there. Before I even
got there, the police, White policemen were there at U9, where he had passed by
a friend's house.

They were standing there with their guns in their hands. And I made my way
through the crowd since it was full. I got there and he was laying on his
stomach with his QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

3 NNE PLAATJIE

head of his arms, bleeding through his ears and through his nostrils.

That was the last time I was at my full senses. After that I just found myself
at home, I must have fainted in the interim.

When I came to I was hysterical, I was crying, I wanted to go out of the windows
to my child in the hospital. The police had taken him to hospital themselves.

The following day we went to look, we went to the police and there we were asked
whether we knew which police had shot him and we did not know.

We were sent to the State mortuary to look for him. We went to look for him at
the mortuary and found him there. We were shown him.

DR RAMASHALA: How old was he at the time?

NNE PLAATJIE: He was 17 years old.

DR RAMASHALA: Number 10 on your statement that you applied for a pension and you
haven't heard anything.

NNE PLAATJIE: No, I am still not receiving an income but I have submitted a
request.

DR RAMASHALA: And you would like the Commission to facilitate this application?

NNE PLAATJIE: Help in which regard? Yes, I want to be helped as far as an income
is concerned, because I do not have a husband, my husband passed away last year
March.

DR RAMASHALA: Mrs Plaatjie, how has your life changed?

NNE PLAATJIE: The deceased's funeral was terrible. Made terrible by harassment
from the police, we did not have any time to think straight and pay him our last
respects properly, because throughout while we were waiting, the police would
come in.
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Others would guard our house, resting on their firearms.

And we would be told that the deceased may not even be taken to the church. Only
one person may preach and his older brother said that this was a member of the
ANC organisation.

So, it is important that the people speak whichever speaker from the ANC that
is.

In the morning when we were preparing for the funeral, they came in hippos, vans
and police vans, all the way to the Apostolic Church and at the Church, there
were hippos and police vehicles scattered all over the field.

All police vehicles were scattered over the field not far from the Apostolic
Church. I was afraid thinking that we were going to be shot.

I wasn't, I didn't have any trust any more. When we got to the graveyard, they
accompanied us and that is how the funeral was conducted.

But, we conducted it all the same and we came back. That evening when we went to
the deceased's grave, we found that it had been painted. And the only thing that
told us that it was his grave, was the LU, it was obviously that it had been
disturbed, that is how this boy's burial went.

DR RAMASHALA: Mrs Plaatjie, thank you. Chairperson, I would like to defer to
you, but I would like to come back after my colleagues have asked questions.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Mrs Plaatjie, I would like to ask you one or two questions. According
to your knowledge, the police who shot Luthando, were they ever arrested?

NNE PLAATJIE: Yes, they were arrested. When they were
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arrested there was, nothing much came of it because we had already given up by
then, because it was 1987 or 1988 by then.

An attorney from Cape Town came after lunch on a Wednesday, and was looking for
the Plaatjie family. My husband was at home then because it was his day off, he
was working at a butchery and fortunately he was in.

This attorney wanted to know how we were related to Luthando and we said that we
were his family. He said that he was there for the trial in the killing of
Luthando.

He gave us a lift in his car, wanting to know if the place where he was shot,
was far and asked us to show him where Luthando had been shot.

This attorney looked at this place and once again we got into the car with him
and he brought us back and the following day he came to fetch us and took us to
court.

When we got to court they proceeded with the case in a private court. And the
trial was conducted by a few people.

During the trial it became apparent that these police are becoming nervous



because this attorney has them under cross-examination and he seems to be
succeeding.

We were very happy in our hearts that this attorney was succeeding. But then the
Magistrate said that he would like the court to adjourn, for them to meet
outside.

The Magistrate and the Prosecutor and these two policemen then went out into the
passage and we don't know what they said in the passage, but when they came back
inside, they said that they apologised because that happened by mistake.

Because those policemen had not shot at Luthando. Luthando was a man standing
next to a house. I suppose it
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means that he was just a rubbish that was standing there.

It seems as if the police were shooting at a man that they had been looking for
for a while, who had run away from Cape Town with dagga and they were chasing
this man and had shot Luthando by mistake, not knowing that it was a school
child that was going to school.

But Luthando was wearing a school uniform and he was on his way to school, he
had on a white shirt, a grey pants, green socks, green and white socks, black
shoes. Things that indicate that he was a school child.

MS MAYA: which court did you go to? Where was the trial conducted?

NNE PLAATJIE: Here in Queenstown.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the name of the attorney?

NNE PLAATJIE: I never, ever got his name because the attorney that we were taken
to initially, was Class.

MS MAYA: Is there anybody that can help us establish the name of this attorney?

NNE PLAATJIE: Nobody knows it, because even when I go to these leaders, they
don't know it any more.

MS MAYA: Without apologising, what else did the Magistrate say to you people by
the time you left?

NNE PLAATJIE: Nothing was said to us parents about this child.

MS MAYA: And the trial just ended?

NNE PLAATJIE: Yes, the trial just ended.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: These people that shot him, did you know what the names of these
policemen were?

NNE PLAATJIE: I did not know them then and I do not know
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them now, because I do not know policemen.

Because with the Black policemen, I did not really know them either.

REVD FINCA: Denzil Potgieter.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Plaatjie, just one question. What was
the situation in the township on the day that Luthando was shot? Was it the time
of the emergency, what was going on there?

NNE PLAATJIE: There was conflict, much conflict in the location, it was like
war. There was fighting, police were looking for people, especially school
children. It wasn't the first time that they had come into my house either and
looked for the children, because late Luthando since they had now shot him, they
had already picked him up previously and put him into the police van and when I
wanted to know what he had done, they did not say.

And I wouldn't let him go, I said that I am not letting him go in that case, in
stead just take me and go and lock me up because this is a school child, because
you are not saying what he had done and they were saying that you'll hear up
ahead, and I said no, I'm rather going and then they ran out.

I stood stark naked in front of them and they ran out.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Plaatjie, thank you very much for that explanation.

I was standing naked, I even took of my panties and stood stark naked and I was
swearing at them.

REVD FINCA: Dr Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson, each time you assign me to facilitate witnessing on
behalf of a child, I will take the opportunity to remind South Africa that we
are enjoying the
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freedom today at a high price.

Our children paid for it and that we really ought to be grateful. When a child
is born parents rejoice and celebrate and they have dreams. When a child becomes
of school age, that child dreams.

I don't know how many role models were in Queenstown, but I know there were
Doctors, there were teachers, there were nurses, the Clergy, all kinds of role
models around which a child could dream, while everybody else's child was going
to school, Black children were being killed left and right.

Black children were not safe going to school, they were not safe playing out on
the street.

At the time, Luthando was not in a group, he was going to school. As we enjoy
this freedom, let us remember, let us honour and let us be grateful for the



price that these children paid.

Mrs Plaatjie, be comforted that although your child at the time was not part of
a political group, that he was killed by the senseless parading of the police in
our communities.

That the ultimate price he paid was so we can enjoy this freedom. Be comforted
to know that as we list all the people who paid the ultimate price, that child
will be on the list.

Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Mrs Plaatjie for those words that were chosen,
we would like to express our gratitude to you for coming to tell your story to
the Commission.

And also for the way in which you made us laugh even
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though it was something painful, we are people that have been created in an
amazing way.

You'll find that we can laugh in - about the way in which we survived these
horrible times and we thank you.

The Commission will follow up and we will try and establish who is responsible.
(tape ends)

--------------------
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DATE: 22-07-1996 NAME: DESMOND SKEPE

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 1

REVD XUNDU: Mr Skepe I am going to swear you in now. You will please stand.

DESMOND SKEPE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Mr Skepe, we welcome you and we ask Mr Xundu to lead you and ask questions in the name of the
Commission, thank you.

REVD XUNDU: I would like you to relax. What is your clan name?

D SKEPE: Mbexe.

REVD XUNDU: I would like you to relax so that you tell us everything in full, so that this Commission should hear
everything and then you can ask questions thereafter.

You have come here to give witness on your friend, Vusumzi, who was killed by the police. Are you related to him?

D SKEPE: Vusumzi, I am not related to him, but he is a child who came from outside Nxala from the September family.
He had a problem there at home. He then came at a very difficult time here in Quamani during the time of Sections 10.

People who are not local here, was sent out. He had come here in seek of a job. He came here, arrived here in 1981. He
had been here for quite some time according to what he told me, in search of a job.
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He then asked for me to assist him. Listening to his difficulty I then decided to be of help to him, I then took him and
wrote his name down and have him registered as a resident of Quamani and changed his name to Skepe and regarded
him as a relative.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, because now it reconciles with the information we have now. Where did he work,
Vusumzi, where did he work?

D SKEPE: He then worked at KSM where they, it is a milling company and when working there, he then got a living
place at R81, here in the location and he thereafter got married.

This was, he lived in a room because there in R, it was a Coloured residential area and then the Municipality intended to
remove the Coloureds to Allovale, so whenever a house was vacated and there would be someone renting there, then
that house would be given to the person who had been renting.



Then that's where problems started. Then I did not know that even at work, that he was also having some problems with
the Unions.

REVD XUNDU: There at work was he a member of a Union? What Union was that?

D SKEPE: I really don't know, it was F something, FAWU, I think.

REVD XUNDU: As a member of the community was he a member of any organisation?

D SKEPE: Yes, he was.

REVD XUNDU: Tell us now more about the day in September when the police came to where he lived. Who were the
police?

D SKEPE: If I can remember well I can say it was between
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August and September in 1983 when the police, when Mr Vukutu fetched him from work and the brought him home.

His wife had just delivered a baby at that time, they then went into the house from the back side and that is where he
was shot dead, in front of the wife and the child.

REVD XUNDU: What was their aim?

D SKEPE: The police had come to evict him, so that he could get another dwelling place, because they wanted to give
this house to someone else.

REVD XUNDU: Did they have any eviction order?

D SKEPE: No, they did not have any according to my knowledge.

REVD XUNDU: Now, Vukutu and Yokwe, are they still here?

D SKEPE: Mr Vukutu is still a policeman here in Queenstown.

REVD XUNDU: Now, tell us in your story you say when he refused to move, they then hit him dead.

D SKEPE: Then when he did not want to come out of the house, they actually shot him and the person who did that, is
Mr Vukutu and then Mr Yokwe took an axe and pushed it into his hand pretending as if he wanted to axe Mr Yokwe.
But according to what I know, there was no reason why they had to push that axe into his hand, because if he had
wanted to defend himself, he could have done that at the time they had gone to fetch him from work..

REVD XUNDU: Is Mr Yokwe still alive?

D SKEPE: Yes, he is still alive, but he is a pensioner.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any charge laid against this two murderers?

D SKEPE: No, there never was. In stead I went with my neighbours together with his wife to lay a charge at the charge
office. A Captain present at that time told us that
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there was still an investigation. Then nothing happened.

Months thereafter we then went to East London to see a Lawyer by the name of Siwisa to lay a charge and to ask him to
pursue the matter, but nothing happened.

REVD XUNDU: Was there no post mortem or inquest?

D SKEPE: No, nothing.

REVD XUNDU: Is there any reparation that you got, the wife got?

D SKEPE: No, I've been trying to find out, but I haven't got anything. All I know Vusumzi's family is in Manzimdaxa in
Txala, but I don't know the home.

REVD XUNDU: So you never saw the wife - she escaped from that time?

D SKEPE: Yes, she did.

REVD XUNDU: Now what do you want this Commission to do about this story?

D SKEPE: I am worried and this hurts me that what happened to the baby of Vusumzi? How is he surviving as a child?
I want him to get educated.

REVD XUNDU: What about Yokwe and Vukutu? Don't you think they could at least tell us what happened?

D SKEPE: I have a request that there should be an inquiry about these two people, Vukutu and Yokwe.

REVD XUNDU: I then take you back to the Commissioner.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Mr Xundu. Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson, all I want to do is to find out where that 13 year old son is? Mr Skepe, where is that
13 year old son?

D SKEPE: I think he is with the grandmother.

DR RAMASHALA: Grandmother? You can answer in Xhoza, okay. I just want to know a little bit about the son and to
find
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out his grade level. Do you have any idea?

D SKEPE: I haven't been able to find out anything, I was still looking for the wife. I don't know how the child is.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you.



REVD FINCA: Adv Denzil Potgieter.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Skepe what is the name of the wife?

D SKEPE: Her name is Zoleka.

ADV POTGIETER: And then one other thing, you have referred to Section 10. You've said that those were the difficult
times of Section 10. The Section 10 that you refer to, is that the Section of the Pass Laws, the old Pass Laws?

D SKEPE: That is so. It was so that when a person was not allowed to be here in town, they would use Section 10 to get
you away from here.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you very much.

ADV FINCA: Mr Skepe, Mr Vukutu and Constable Yokwe, were they employed as policemen here in Queenstown?

D SKEPE: They were employed as Municipality police here in Queenstown.

REVD FINCA: After they did all this, the Municipality as the employer did he take any steps to show that they - these
people were not sent by him or he was not responsible?

D SKEPE; No, it was as if a dog had been killed, because nothing actually happened.

REVD FINCA: No 7 on your statement, you have indicated that you went to the police station in Queenstown to lay a
charge, but this was disregarded?

D SKEPE: Yes, it is like that.

REVD FINCA: Do you remember the month and the year on which you laid this charge or the person who attended you
at
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the police station, who did not accept this?

D SKEPE: When we arrived at the charge office on the very day of the death of Vusumzi, after the corps had been
removed, we went in then we were referred to Captain, but I can't remember the name of the Captain.

We then went to him and he said there was still an investigation on this matter.

REVD FINCA: Was that the last you heard, last thing you heard? Nothing else was done, he did not come back to you?

D SKEPE: No, the Captain did not come back to me and then we decided to get the lawyer's assistance, Mr Siwisa.

REVD FINCA: On number 8 in your statement, you have made mention that Zolila Skepe was evicted out of the house.
Who is now living in the house?

D SKEPE: It is another man called Sekole, who is a businessman owning a shop.

REVD FINCA: Would you be able now to furnish us with the surname later?

D SKEPE: Yes, if I could remember I will.



REVD FINCA: Are there any other questions. Ntsikelelo Sandi?

MR SANDI: The one living in that house, you said his name is Skole.

D SKEPE: It is Sekole, that is how I know him.

MR SANDI: Are there other people who lived in that house before or was he the one who occupied the house
immediately after the eviction of the dead person?

D SKEPE: No, it was Sekole, who occupied it immediately.

MR SANDI: Now you say Constable Vukutu is still working for the South African Defence, SAP?

D SKEPE: Yes, it is like that.
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REVD FINCA: We thank you Mr Skepe for your report and I think this is an indication that those who were in office
abused their powers to that extend.

This leaves us with a question as to those people who abused their powers, do they need to be placed in responsible
positions once more and what guarantee is there that they will not again abuse their powers.

This is a great question that we are asking as a Commission. And even those testimonies presented to us, they also have
left us with this question, because this people have not been using their powers carefully.

This makes us to think deeply about the abuse of power. We shall now therefor, ask that you should give us more details
about the person who is now presently occupying the house. Get us the surname so that we can make a follow up of this
matter in the correct way. We therefor thank you for your bravery, we thank you for your tolerance up to this point.

We therefore ask that you should continue doing so.

--------------------



DATE:24 07 1996

NAME: M TYOBEKA

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

 

MR SANDI: We thank you then. At this point in time we are now going to call upon Ms Tyobeka.
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INTERPRETER: The Speaker's microphone is not on.

MR SANDI: By the way Ms Tyobeka, this shooting that happened in church on the 17th of November 1985, did it actually affect you?

M TYOBEKA: Yes, I was affected too by the shooting.

MR SANDI: Had you gone there to that meeting?

M TYOBEKA: No, I did not go to that meeting.

MR SANDI: By the way you said that your house is nearby the church?

M TYOBEKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Now, can you continue from the time you were holding a baby and then you heard some loud sounds and you were shot.
But before that, tell me is that young child you referred to in your statement, the one who are sitting next to you? Now tell us what
happened.

M TYOBEKA: I was coming from a funeral, my grandfather's funeral and I was moving down the street. I saw a hippo next to the
Methodist Church.

Then I went round into my house. I then met my daughter who was one year and five months old then and then I lifted her up and I
wasn't aware that there had been a shooting at the Methodist Church.

I then heard that there had been a shooting from other people, they told me.

I heard the loud sounds of the moving hippo. Whilst waiting there and holding this baby, I felt a loud sound on the window. I couldn't
make out where it came from and then it hit me.

There was a loud sound once more, the baby fell and I also fell on the other side.

Whilst laying there, the baby was taken by the father. QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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That was the last I saw of her. Whilst laying there I was taken by whoever, they put me into a car whose owner I don't know.

Then I was taken to the Municipality to Dr Seyisi's residential place. That's where I was taken and the baby was taken in another car to
the hospital.

Then we went into a garage, we were crawling in between hippo's, I didn't know who the driver of the car was, but I could make out
that we were at Dr Seyisi's house.

MR SANDI: When you came to Dr Seyisi did you get any help? What kind of assistance?

M TYOBEKA: When I went there, there were many people who had been killed and there were many nurses because I know them,
they come from the location.

We did get assistance there, I had three holes on my thigh, they had a blade, they would cut the wound, press very hard and the bullet



would come out.

Three of them were taken out then they asked me to stand up and then they took me back home. I can't even tell whose car it was.

When I got home, I relaxed because the baby was in hospital. As I was laying down, I could feel a sharp pain in my stomach. I was
dressed in a very light night dress, then I started with sweating, then I saw some blood coming out of the stomach.

One of my sons ran to go and call Mrs Tsobeka, who was a nursing sister at the hospital residing in the nearby houses. She came
together with my husband's brother.

She was there at the time and then she asked what's wrong now, then I said I have this pain now.

MR SANDI: By the way, the nurses you are referring to
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who were at Dr Seyisi's place, were they trying to assist since there was this incident?

M TYOBEKA: Yes, they were.

MR SANDI: On the 18th of November, were you in hospital?

M TYOBEKA: Yes, I was.

MR SANDI: Then what happened when you were in hospital?

M TYOBEKA: There in hospital I was taken to the theatre and operated. And then a day thereafter I had the plaster on my stomach,
then a certain nursing White sister and a Black nursing sister, a Black policeman, a White policeman came into my house.

They stood next to my bed and the White policeman said in English that I should be handcuffed as I was laying there.

MR SANDI: Now you want to tell us, they wanted to handcuff you?

M TYOBEKA: Yes. Yes, that's what they meant. Then just before I was handcuffed, the Black policeman asked how can you do that
when she is in such a condition, then the White sister said, no, we cannot stop them from work. We cannot intervene, they are
policemen.

I was then handcuffed.

MR SANDI; Where were you handcuffed?

M TYOBEKA: My leg was handcuffed together with - to the bed whilst I was laying on there on my back.

MR SANDI: Take your time Mama. Whenever you think of this, you feel some pain. Let us then continue Ms Tyobeka. Are you ready?

M TYOBEKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: This pellet or bullet, what did the Doctor
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say, is it still inside you? What did the Doctor say why could they not take it out?

M TYOBEKA: The following day after the operation, before the police came, the Doctor showed me my X-Ray plates. I was scared
because I could see some object in my stomach.

Then he then told me that they could not take this bullet out, because it was in a very tender place and if they were to touch it, I was
going to die. Then they decided to (indistinct) me without taking it out.



MR SANDI; By the way the handcuffs that were used, were they removed when the Doctor came?

M TYOBEKA: Yes, Dr Pillay instructed that I should not be handcuffed so as to stand up and exercise on the third day.

He then called for the police and there were some people who were guarding me. There were about three men who were taking guard
- Dadima Cigela, Dadima Xaliswe and Datu Hawko were guarding me whilst I was handcuffed.

In the evening there would be a policeman taking rounds to see whether I was still there.

MR SANDI: What did they say you had done now that you were under police guard?

M TYOBEKA: I asked the Black nurse when she was asking on my behalf why they had to handcuff me when I was in such a condition
and then they said what she did, how did she do it, then I asked the Black nurse, what do they say I have done.

Then the nurse said you were seen throwing stones at a hippo.

MR SANDI: When you were discharged from hospital, did you ever see any attorney to get some advice?
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M TYOBEKA: Yes, there was. Even when I was still in hospital I heard about people that my son had been taken by one of the
comrades to East London to go and lodge a complaint, going to the lawyer Siwisa.

MR SANDI: Now, do you know the outcome of this case?

M TYOBEKA: No, there was no result. We were then told that Mdantsane had been burnt. Even my son, who had gone to lay a
charge, had gone to school.

MR SANDI: Now, when you are saying Mdantsane was burnt, do you mean the offices had been burnt?

M TYOBEKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is that Mr Siwisa's offices that had been burnt?

M TYOBEKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Now, are you getting any medical treatment since there was this bullet that could not be taken out?

M TYOBEKA: Yes, firstly I would like to give this explanation. Please forgive me, before I went out of hospital, just before I was
discharged, there was a Sister who came to me and told me that I was to be discharged as instructed by the Doctor, I think.

Then this Sister said but how come you are going back home? Then he said okay, let me first find out from the hospital, then she made
a telephone call in my presence, phoning the Superintendent asking whether I really had to go home, instead of being sent to jail.

It was a Black person.

MR SANDI: Did it ever happen that a person who had been arrested, would be discharged from hospital and go to the police?

M TYOBEKA: No, I don't know. I heard it from her and
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then she said, please don't look at me in a funny manner, because people who are discharged from here, go back to jail.

Then a White man answered and said, no we have not been employed by the policemen here, discharge this patient and if they want
him, they will go and fetch him in the location.



MR SANDI: Then this White man who answered, was he the Superintendent?

M TYOBEKA: Yes. It is the one whom he had phoned.

MR SANDI: We are now going to conclude Ms Tyobeka. By your presence here, giving this explanation, we therefore would like to
know what is your request or your instruction to this Commission?

M TYOBEKA: I'm asking this Commission to help me in as far as my health is concerned. Because ever since I was shot, I have this
bullet within me and I have not been enjoying good health.

I have been moving from the one Doctor to the next and they say I'm suffering from arthritis. The last Doctor I visited, I have a leg that
is limping. I even have some pains on the waist.

The last Doctor I consulted, I asked that he should help me to get pension, sick pension, because I can't work well, even at work
people are complaining that I am overloading them, so this Doctor made a recommendation and sent me for X-Ray and wrote a letter
to take to Dr Cooperwitz.

I've been going to several Doctors as a result of this ill health. Cooperwitz also signed and I also explained to him that this happened
as as a result of the 1984 shooting.
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Then he said that was long ago, he just wrote whatever he wrote, which I don't even know what it is.

MR SANDI: So in short Ms Tyobeka, up to now you say you are not under any relevant medical treatment?

M TYOBEKA: No, I'm not well even now.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

M TYOBEKA: Even my child, at least he recovered, he is attending school now.
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REVD XUNDU: You life your right hand and say so help me God. I'll begin with you, I'll begin with Shane.

SHANE RYAN BRODY: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I'll call upon Michelle Brody-Malherbe.

MICHELLE BRODY-MALHERBE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: I call upon Andrew van Wyk.

ANDREW PETER VAN WYK: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Your first name Ma'am?

H BRODY: Heila. Heila.

HEILA VAN WYK: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairman the people have been properly sworn in.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you. We remember as if it is yesterday the shock waves that were sent throughout this region, indeed
throughout this country when that bomb blast happened here in Queenstown and how innocent people who were there to enjoy their
meal had their lives devastated by that act.

We remember how that particular event moved hundreds of thousands if not millions to ask themselves what is happening to this
country. Both Black and White, Indian, Coloured were suddenly shocked to realise how down the drain QUEENSTOWN HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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we seemed to be travelling as a country.

Your story has been told several times, but you are here to tell it to the Commission so that it forms part of the wider picture of Human
Rights Violations which have taken place in the region that we are investigating.

We thank your for your courage, for coming up to tell the story again.

To remind South Africans what South Africans have done to fellow South Africans in the past. And also to ensure that the people of
this country do not repeat what has happened to you, ever again.

We are going to be taking your story and try to built it holistically. Adv Denzil Potgieter is going to try and lead each one of you in giving
his or her evidence and at the end of the story we will then raise questions as Commissioners if there are issues of clarity which we
require.

Let me immediately convey our thanks as a Commission for this dossier that you have supplied which contains the graphics, the
stories, the newspaper cuttings and everything that I think we require to have before us as we try and reconstruct what happened.

This will indeed be useful and we wish to thank your lawyer for preparing it for us. Relax and know that you are telling your story to



people who want to hear it sympathetically and understand what suffering that event has cost you and your families.

Over to you Adv Potgieter.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson for those words of introduction. I intend to lead the evidence of Mr Van Wyk first, who is the
owner of the business premises involved
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and who was not personally present at the time when the incident happened, followed by the evidence of his wife, Mrs Van Wyk, who
was at the premises when the incident happened and then we'll take the evidence of Mr Brody, who is one of several victims of the
incident.

I am advised that his sister does not necessarily want to testify, but we will hear about that when we come to the evidence of Mr Brody.
So with your permission Chairperson, I shall proceed to deal with the evidence of Mr Van Wyk. We are just trying to position the
microphone, or do you want to, perhaps is it easier to do that.

Thank you very much. Good morning Mr Van Wyk. I have noted that you have taken the oath, if I heard you correctly in Afrikaans.

AP VAN WYK: Dit is korrek.

ADV POTGIETER: Sal u verkies om u getuienis in Afrikaans af te lê?

AP VAN WYK: Ja.

ADV POTGIETER: Dit is nie 'n probleem nie.

AP VAN WYK: Baie dankie.

ADV POTGIETER: So good morning and welcome here. The Chairman has already introduced you and has already mentioned the
circumstances surrounding the event. The incident took place at your business premises, which is the local Spur Restaurant and it
happened on the 3rd of December 1992.

Now according to your statement, this took place between 9.30 in the evening and 10.30 that evening.

AP AN WYK: It actually took place a little bit later than that.

ADV POTGIETER: I also understand that at the time of the
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explosion, that you were not present - you were not on the premises?

AP VAN WYK: That's quite right.

ADV POTGIETER: We will therefor first take your evidence and then we will talk to Mrs Van Wyk.

Please can you now proceed and tell us what the consequences were pertaining to your business.

AP VAN WYK: Thank you very much. Just to give you some background as to where I come from and as to why I am present today.

In August of 1989 we moved from the Northern Province. Everything we have ever acquired we brought with us to Queenstown, this
was in order to start a business, and I mean everything.

I had a very good job in Pietersburg, I had a very bright future ahead of me. They were very disappointed when I advised them that I
was now going to open a business in Queenstown.

It was most certainly not easy. It was equivalent to moving countries, we did not know anybody in Queenstown, it was our first time



ever in Queenstown.

The business that we took over was about six months old, it was financially on a very stable footing. My wife and my two children
accompanied me, I warned them beforehand that we were going to work very hard, that we're working for ourselves, that the hours are
going to very long.

So the first three months which was August, September and October of 1981, I planned to work in this business all by myself.

And I was now going to attempt to make a great success of this business. My daughter at that stage was in standard QUEENSTOWN
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1, my son was in standard 4.

And we put in a great deal of effort into this project, it was hard work, the hours were long, we worked day in and day out.

At that stage myself and my family had given work opportunities to approximately 24 to 25 workers, we employed quite a few students
and scholars who worked over weekends and who worked during the school holidays.

And there was approximately about 25 of them as well. So at that stage and even today, we have always created a lot of job
opportunities, particularly in this town. In those years and even today still, things are tough in Queenstown.

We realise that myself and my family were not able to look after the business ourselves, and therefor we realised that we needed the
scholars, we needed the students. We realised that a whole lot of people have to work together for a common cause.

And initially we battled, it was difficult and I can remember very clearly that within the first three months, we never ever thought we'd
make it.

There were just no clients. If we had 10 of 15 customers for lunch, we were lucky. So I started doubting myself, I started wondering
whether I actually made the right decision. I said to myself that I had a bright future ahead and I had everything going for me at the
time, and I wondered if I ever did make the right decision.

But we persevered and three months later my wife and children joined me. And this is how we gradually built the business.

And subsequently the bond between the students, the
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scholars and all of us became tighter, closer and in a very short time, we as a team found that we were held in very high esteem in this
town of Queenstown.

And at all times we had opened our business to all races. Any person was welcome, nobody was ever turned away on the basis of
colour or sex or skin. And I think that on the grounds of this, we have had a very successful business.

And so that fatal day happened. It was in December and we were preparing for a very good festive season.

We were preparing for a record season in December. At the end of November and beginning of December, it is known to be a time of
festivities and people often would book well ahead of time to celebrate the festive season.

On that fateful day in December it changed the life of me and of many other people at Spur. It was a very, very traumatic time for me.

And as you can gather I wasn't personally present on the day that the explosion occurred. My wife together with the manager of the
Spur at the time, and was also accompanied by a whole lot of customers. It was a busy time, it was Christmas time.

You know, it was a festive time, everyone was in a festive mood, because it was the build up to Christmas, the schools closed and
children were all looking forward to their vacations.

On that specific night we actually had children from local schools present.

ADV POTGIETER: What night was that?



AP VAN WYK: It was a Thursday night, because the school was about to close the next day. There were about 25 or 30 children
present.
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At about ten past eleven that evening, we had registered the last transaction of the day, that is now on the cash register, that is when
the bomb exploded.

And I think it must have just been God sent that the children that was present that night, had already left.

We were very busy on that night. There were approximately 30 to 35 people present in the restaurant on that night.

I can think of no reason whatsoever and it is now nearly three and a half years later, and I still up till today am battling with the idea as
to why something like this had to happen to me and had to happen to my business.

I have never, ever done harm to anybody or anybody's business.

And the last thing that anybody thinks about is that a bomb would go off, or that there would be a terrorist attack and the next minute
21 people were severely injured.

One person died, you would also notice that in the reports that I brought along, and short of trying to shock you or to impress you, but
all 21 people have sustained very serious injuries.

On page 4 there is photo 1 and 4. You cannot believe that this person is still alive today. The person will more than likely give evidence
in front of the Commission tomorrow.

When I was woken up that night, after working for many hours and preparing myself for this festivities, so at around quarter past
eleven, I was woken up. On that specific day I had worked for 16 hours, I was now woken up and I was told that a bomb has exploded
in my business.

It was like a dream, I got into my manager's car and it QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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looked like a battle field.

The first person I came across that night, was the person Les Barnes, the person I referred to on page 4. I said to him, hang in there,
the ambulance is on their way.

On the next page, on page 5, I've got more photo's of Les with him in hospital where he was treated , the local hospital and you can
see that the wounds that he sustained, because of the bomb, is quite visible.

And Your Honour, I guess I could have brought along photo's of 21 more people. Heidi Cunningham, she today lives in England, she
does not want to live in South Africa, she teaches in England. I would very much have liked Heidi to have been present here with us
today.

She looked equally bad. She was standing at the table and Les and the person with Les, Jerome, who died on the Sunday subsequent
to the Thursday, she stood there.

And she bent, lent forward. She was busy taking an order and the entire impact of the bomb, had hit her. Her photo's and even her
body looks just as bad and even today they still have to undergo surgery because of these injuries that they have sustained.

And even still to remove the shrapnel. And so I can continue and I can go through this entire file and that is how the Spur looked that
day.

Photo number 8 the same, the ninth photo is where the bomb was planted and that is how it looked. The whole in the ground, well it
was a very big bomb.

I think the main reason why not more people died in this attack, is that the type of tables that we make use of in Spur or in the Spurs, is



of such a quality of high standard and I think that must have prevented more people
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from being killed.

Also the fact that the person responsible for planting this bomb, perhaps placed it in such a way that it exploded into the ground and
did not explode into the air.

And that is probably why not all of those people had died.

Photo number 10 is the corner where the bomb was actually detonated and you can see that very clearly. The same on photo 11. And
on the eleventh photo, you can, if you look at that, you can just imagine yourself that people were sitting there eating and just imagine
how many of those flying objects have ended up being lodged into people's bodies.

And then page 12, photo number 8, there we can look at evidence which proves that it was a limpet type of bomb. Photo number 9 is a
photo of what the scene looked like the next morning.

Page 14, the same, page 15, the same, 16, the same. Also on page 17 and then again on page 17, there is a photo which shows the
impact of the bomb and what type of damages were sustained.

And then there is also various newspaper cuttings and I will now specifically refer you to page 20, where there is a photo of Michelle
while she is in hospital and of course with the clothes on that she wore on the day of the bombing and then at the bottom, we have a
photo of Cheryl Edwards and there we can very clearly see the flames and how that burnt people's hair and their clothes.

It singed their clothes and then of course the photo of Jerome Goos who died on the Sunday. On page 25, also a newspaper cutting
and there I see Shane in hospital. Also

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

10 AP VAN WYK

of course with hardly any hair on his head.

I would also just like to point out to the Commission

that this is not where it all ended.

The next day when we had to put together the pieces and when we had to ask ourselves what really happened, and how are we going
to assist people, quite a few things happened that even up to today, where myself and my family and the whole Spur family sit
together, it really had quite an amazing effect on us.

We sat at Maverick Spur and the reason why we were there is that the next day when the assessor came, we established that my
insurance weren't in order and I would refer back to that a little later.

So what in fact happened is that we were not insured against the damage that was caused by this bomb. We had no income for
myself, my family, my managers, the workers, the students and those who were looking forward to earning an extra salary or pocket
money for the holidays.

My managers went as far as Durban, well because they were transferred there. My manager, Garth, went to Maverick Spur where we
were training people. They came to me and asked me Andrew, now what should we do?

Everybody was looking for jobs and unfortunately there was no business around. The hospitality industry, the restaurant business, all
suffered.

21 Families were effected by this. I couldn't tell people when we would resume business, I didn't know when we would open our doors
again, because we were bankrupt.

I didn't have the resources to rebuild my business. I made a desperate attempt by phoning my head office and very kindly they



advanced me some money which I then later had to QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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pay back.

And the rest I acquired by handing in some insurance policies. I went as far as for the next three months, whilst the business was
closed, this is now from the 3rd of December till the 18th of March of 1983, I each and every Wednesday, I took all 21 of my staff
members, this is now the permanent staff, I still paid them.

I still provided them with their salaries. And this is not where my financial situation or crisis ended.

My children still had to be educated, accounts had to be paid and although life proceeded in its normal fashion, there was no income.

I went to the company and said that I was forced now to cancel my Provident Fund that I need this, that I am in need of money, so I
cancelled this.

I was advised by my auditors to talk to the Receiver and ask to be exempted from paying tax. Of course this didn't help.

The R20 000-00 that I was meant to get, never came and so one thing led to the next. And because of this, we were not able to
advance, our business was hampered.

I think my wife, Heila would be able to tell you a little bit more about the happenings of that night. What scars it left her with and also to
tell you about the scars it left on our marriage.

REVD FINCA: Excuse me please, may I interrupt you. I would like to appeal to the audience and I know that it is frustrating that you
are not being able to hear what is being said, because you do not have these sets which are doing interpretation. But I want to ask you
to bear with us, we are tackling a very important matter.
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We are following through this translation which you are not able to do at the present moment, it is not the fault of the witnesses, it is the
fact that these are limited. So not everybody has it.

So we ask you to give this witness the benefit of your patience - I know that you have patience and that you are able to exercise it and I
want to appeal again to you for that discipline.

We are talking about a very painful event where people died ruthlessly and we would like to give this event the dignity and the
reverence which it deserves.

And I am sure that the people of Queenstown will not want to spoil our hearing by behaving in a manner that will cast negative
reflection on our hearings here.

Throughout this province we have had crowds and crowds of people who have behaved themselves excellently. And I hope that you
would want to maintain that tradition.

Thank you very much.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Van Wyk, you can now proceed. You've mentioned that your wife will explain to us
what happened that night and also refer to us about the personal or emotional scars.

Did you ever managed to build the business up again?

AP VAN WYK: Yes, Mr Potgieter, I would lie to you if I had to say that things weren't going well in the business, it is going fairly well.

But before we reopened the Spur, there were people like my bankers who were obviously involved with my business because of the
fact that I had to loan money from them, also organisations like the Small Business Development organisations and it was our duty
now to convince these
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people. If you refer to the last page of the file, you would have confirmation of this, and that my Close Corporation is insolvent.

The CC, the Close Corporation is up until today still insolvent. We are still insolvent, and I am able to provide the Commission with
balance sheets if you so wish.

And before we reopened, I had to go and convince the relevant people to provide us with a second chance. I had to negotiate very
seriously with the Small Business Development Corporation and finally we managed to persuade them that we as a family, very, very
dearly would like to have the opportunity to rebuild our business.

And I can tell you we succeeded, one hundred percent in this. The bank did not disappoint us, the people who loaned money to us, did
not disappoint us and all the money that was advanced to us in order to pay salaries, we were able to repay that within a year, but it
still had a very serious impact on our cash flow.

Up until today I do still owe the bank a couple of thousand rand, the interest rates that we are paying is very high. The day we
reopened the Spur, we realised that we have to do a lot more.

There is going to be a lot more we have to do in order to save this business from insolvency. We went to the ends of the earth and that
is when we decided that in future, we will serve breakfast in Queenstown and for two and a half years, we would each morning open at
seven in order to serve breakfast and that extra income assisted us at the end of the day.

And due to the pressure we had in the business and in particular myself who was the leader, I can say to you that
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it has been an incredible time for me and it has been exceptionally difficult for me.

And for me to rise out of this financial setback caused me to neglect my marriage and my wife and children and due to the fact that we
had so little time to spend with each other, our marriage nearly ended in a divorce.

You know on the one hand I was required to look after my family, spend time with them and at times I was not able to do this.

But the people who worked for me, those people who before the bomb explosion had a certain standard were just not good enough
any more. Sometimes if I think back a bit now in the last three years, I couldn't have been one of the easiest people to get along with or
to work with, not that it was my fault, the person who planted the bomb in my business, is the person who should be held responsible
for this.

I must say that I didn't just expect the best from my staff, I wanted more than the best. I wanted exceptional service to my clients, so
that that would ensure them coming back.

ADV POTGIETER: Mr Van Wyk, did any organisation ever accept responsibility for this bomb explosion?

AP VAN WYK: There are two people who accepted responsibility and I can just refer you to the page - on page 25 and I will quote "a
woman Lolita, claiming to be from the Azanion People Liberation Army, claimed responsibility."

The last paragraph "the man claiming to be Conrad de Bill, who is the Commander of APLA Intelligence in the Eastern Transvaal, also
phoned SAPA in Johannesburg last
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night, and said that six APLA members were involved in the Queenstown attack.

So I think that it is fairly widely accepted and known to us that that was the organisation who claimed responsibility.



Later during the police investigation, my wife - and Heidi on an occasion, showed or pointed out the people who sat at the people at
the Spur that night.

I find it unacceptable that the people involved up till today have not been arrested. I find this totally unacceptable.

ADV POTGIETER: You also mentioned that your insurance policy did not cover the damage that your business suffered. Were you
able to claim from any other source for the damages caused?

AP VAN WYK: I went all out and I will refer you to an article here. I went to Adv Eksteen and according to evidence or information I had
given him, he wanted to know where I was insured. I was insured with SANTAM and it is not that there was no insurance.

I have some evidence here to show you that I did have insurance. I was only able to get this document recently. The one is an ordinary
type of insurance which cover you for those sort of things and then there is another type of insurance which covers you during political
unrest.

My responsibility was towards them because of the money that I loaned from them. Every year I would send this document through to
them, but on a technicality I was penalised and therefor the insurance refused to pay out.

I took these documents and I consulted with Adv Eksteen. At that stage he thought that I might have a
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slight chance of gaining anything out of this. My auditor also was prepared to go to court and according to both of them, I stood a better
chance of suing APLA, but we needed funds.

The Advocate mentioned a fee of between R50 000-00 and R60 000-00, my business of course at that point was bankrupt and I had
no reserves.

So I closed the book and told myself that it is impossible for me to afford this. I also wanted a form of guarantee that if I was able to lay
my hands on these funds and therefor give him, instruct him to sue APLA, that we would then continue.

I simply advised the Advocate that I did not have the financial means. So we left it there. We did not receive any help from any
organisation or any person.

ADV POTGIETER: We, as the Chairman pointed out already, we do have your file. We have all the documents that you have pointed
out or referred to and we've also given to our representatives, your request and you've also asked that the perpetrators should be
prosecuted. You've also asked for compensation and we have all this information in front of us and I would very much like to listen to
your wife.

Is there anything else that you'd like to add to your statement?

AP VAN WYK: Yes, I think if I can in conclusion, maybe just highlight one or two things. Three Black men walked into the Spur. They
for no apparent reason planted a bomb, there is no reason I can think of why they should have done that.

There wasn't just White people or just Black people, there were a mixture of races and to the contrary, there
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were more Black people in the Spur that particular night that there were Whites.

How can those people plant a bomb, I ask why? It is a silhouette, it is a Black person, I see the line ... (tape ends)

(Tape starts) ... very much like those people to come forward to the Commission and to me and the people here Michelle, Heila and all
the people who were injured as to come forward and say, we are sorry. And I think that up until such time that this happens, I would
simply not be able to forgive those people.

I am not able to forgive a faceless person and I cannot accept and forgive without that. I have never gone for help to anybody, I think



today is the first time I have been given or granted the opportunity to really say how I feel inside of me, because I am not generally the
kind of person who open up.

I have not gone for any counselling, the day after the explosion a very good client of ours, came to us and myself and my wife were
standing outside the Spur and it wasn't a very good picture, and this friend of us Themba, came to us, he is a big Black man and he
came and he said Andrew, don't worry, those people who did this, will be caught.

And I think that already then, the healing process started. The fact that a Black man could come to me the very next day and say to
me, don't worry, we're with you and he said, I'm taking you right now to Clarence Mqwetu and I want to know why his people did this to
you.

And I think this gesture of Themba personally helped me so very much. I would also like to ask the Commission that the reparation
committee, perhaps contact me at a later

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

18 AP VAN WYK

stage and you know, we can discuss things, because I don't want to be sitting here all day, I would therefor just like to thank you very
much for the opportunity.

I would also like to thank my lawyer for his advice and support and I now forgot the lady, Dr Maya, she came to the Spur the other day
just to have a cup of coffee, and two hours later I already felt better and thank you very much for listening.

I already feel better. I would also like to listen to my wife and for her it was also a very traumatic story.

The last three months have been particularly hard for her. You know some people are able to suppress things and others can't.

But she was able to do this. And now, for the last four months, she has had to go for counselling, she's had to go for psychiatric help. It
is due to the stress, the financial setback we've suffered. I was not even aware of the fact that they were undergoing counselling.

Up until the other day when she asked me to accompany them. It was a great shock for me and I would like the Commission to be
aware of this, because it has not been easy for us. Thank you.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you very much Mr Van Wyk and thank you very much for your evidence. We take note of everything you've
said and we are now going to listen to the evidence of your wife and after that my colleagues might have a question or two for you and
perhaps you just want to change places. Good day Mrs Van Wyk and welcome to you. We listened to your husband's evidence and we
have a fairly good picture of what happened there.

We also have pictures.
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REVD FINCA: There continues to be a disturbance in the hall. It is coming from a particular section of this hall.

And I want to appeal again that let us not have that disturbance. There are those who are waiting to interpret our handling of this
particular hearing and of this particular case, who are waiting desperately for us to do something amiss and carry it on the headlines.

And we definitely are not going to be dragged into that. So we are again appealing for total silence, for the respect to the witnesses
which were given to other witnesses before.

And if there are people who are finding it difficult to honour, we are requesting those people to please requise themselves. Thank you
very much.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson for the assistance. We come back to you Mrs Van Wyk. I'd like to give you the opportunity
to add to the evidence of your husband so feel welcome and relax.

H VAN WYK: When I think back of that day of the 3rd of December which is quite a while back now, when I close my eyes, I hear
words that stick in my mind.



I hear can you give us a Hunters to take away. And I said, I'm sorry sir, but it is against the law, you are not allowed to take this from
the premises. And he said but we want this, because we want to celebrate.

Needless to say that a couple of days later, the celebration would actually be a celebration of the fact that customers and our workers
that within an hour, that they would celebrate because they want to dispose of us all.

I didn't really at that moment realise what exactly they were asking me. Because it was somebody that looked me QUEENSTOWN
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straight in the eyes and somebody that I treated the way I would treat anybody else.

The person looked me in the eye when he paid me and he smiled at me when he walked out.

And an hour later everything, everything was chaos. I didn't know what was going on. I thought that one of our gas bottles, because we
work with gas bottles, I thought that one of those exploded.

And two of the customers sat at the bar, I screamed to the griller, "Peter, what happened" and the person said that it is a bomb, and I
said no, but it can't be a bomb.

The moment that the police came and instructed us to come out, the deceased who was laying on the pavement and who was burnt,
he was black from the way he was burnt, we could only see the white of his eyes and he, he actually asked you "are you okay?"

And that is when I realised that I have to go and look for the people who worked for us and I went and I established that they were all
there.

And I am talking about the Black person who was washing the dishes and all of them. We missed one lady, but she was already being
taken to the hospital.

And that is basically all I can remember. And each one of us that were working there, the moment we see each other, you know, that at
least we survived, we were there.

And I said to someone the other day if I could have taken upon myself the pain, the burn, the suffering that everyone endured, if I could
have taken it upon myself, I would have, but unfortunately it doesn't work like that.

Fortunately I wasn't injured at all and as I said if I could have taken that upon myself, if I could rather have
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burnt and suffered the way everyone did, I would have done that.

ADV POTGIETER: But although you physically did not, weren't injured, what other effect did this have on you? Your husband referred
to the fact that you go for counselling and you've been for counselling and you are now attending psychological treatment.

H VAN WYK: I think it is the fact that I myself did not sustain any injuries that it is difficult for me to fathom because you cannot feel
anyone's pain physically, but there was a stage where, of remorse. People said you are going to Port Elizabeth while my daughter has
to lie in hospital.

And I think that that touches you, you don't want that because those are people that come to you everyday. I can give you an example
about the Brody's who have come in and I think he is the oldest son and I can't remember which one of the two it was, who said to me.
Do you want to close early tonight and I said, no why?

And they said no, we want to party a bit and I said well fine, party. Little did we know what was waiting for us.

And it is little things like these that you try and get out of your mind, you try and - you keep it out of your memory, but every time you
think back about what could we have done? Could we not have done anything to prevent it?



Why did they do it? I mean, I come in to our shop and I hug my staff. They call me their Mama because they all give me hugs.

Whether they're pink, blue, purple or red, it is my family and we treat each other like family. I just cannot understand who made a
mistake, why did they choose us?
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And it is still difficult for me to understand that. I had to send my children to my mother the whole of the December holidays. For the
whole Christmas holidays, because we had to find work again in order to send them to school the following year - small children
standards 1 and 4 respectively, who couldn't understand why their parents weren't with them Christmas day.

And it took me a little while unfortunately I tried to come to terms with it, but the last few months I just couldn't handle it any more.

And that is why in conclusion I would like to say that I think that in everyone's hearts, we have to have the ability to forgive, but one
doesn't forget.

And I just want those people to say we are sorry. And I think then, although we may not be able to forget, we will be able to forgive,
thank you very much.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Ma'am. Thank you for your evidence. We realise that it is a very difficult situation, but we have taken
cognisance and we thank you. I am now going to give our next witness, Mr Brody a chance to give his evidence.

And after that, a few of my colleagues might want to put a few questions to you. So for now, I would like you to sit back and let Mr
Brody give his evidence. Thank you, very much.
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REVD XUNDU: Mrs Regina Watiza, could you stand up.

MONDAZI REGINA WATIZA: (sworn states)

XEPHU GUNUZA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: The witnesses have been properly sworn in, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Revd Xundu.

We welcome you and we ask that you put on your earphones so that Adv Denzil
Potgieter should question you on behalf of this Commission.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Watiza, I shall start with you first.
Perhaps you can just indicate whether you hear the translation. Can I just
confirm your surname first. What is the surname, is it Wahiza or Watiza?

MR WATIZA: Watiza.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Watiza, good afternoon. You've waited for a long time, the
better part of the day to come and tell us your story.

Again it is a story from Molteno, not unlike the ones that we've heard just
before your case and it concerns the killing of your son, Zenzile on the 27th of
December 1985 again through a police shooting.

Is that correct?

MR WATIZA: Yes, it is the truth.

ADV POTGIETER: Perhaps just before we start. How old was
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Zenzile when he was killed?

MR WATIZA: He was still very young at the time. He was 14 years of age.

ADV POTGIETER: Was he attending school?

MR WATIZA: Yes, he was attending school at the time.

ADV POTGIETER: And what standard was he doing?



MR WATIZA: He was in standard 4.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Watiza, where did the incident happen? Where was he shot and
killed?

MR WATIZA: This incident occurred in the location.

ADV POTGIETER: Can you tell us how it happened, what actually happened, how did
it come about that he got shot?

MR WATIZA: They were going to town, they had gone to town and when they came
back, they were being chased by the policemen, then they were running.

Just behind my house I heard people making a noise, saying that there were
policemen. I went out to look, then I saw my own child, I went there.

When I got there before Els, I cried and I asked - because Els could not speak
and he just showed with - showed us with a rifle. I was crying and I stood in
front of my child, but Els was not perturbed as I was standing in front of my
child.

A neighbour came, who is Xephu Gunuza. As I was crying he went to the policemen
straight and they asked them what they were doing and he asked what had the
children done.

They had already shot him and killed him. At the time I was not saying anything
and people were taking care of me, taking me to their house. It went on and on
until it was late at night, then I asked where was my child, when I got to
consciousness.
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That is when they told that my child had been taken away by the comrades and
taken to a mortuary in a van.

So they had taken him there. The comrades asked Inxaba who was going to conduct
the funeral, because you could see this woman was not in a position to, then Els
could not tell.

Then he said we should go to jail. The comrades took me the following day and we
went there to the jail. Els told us that on the day of the funeral, we should
inform the jail, but there were no decisions taken by the jail people because
they felt that these children were silly and this was not true.

I waited, then the comrades buried the child and it just ended there. When we
put in a case against him, I went back to Queenstown and to see a lawyer and
this lawyer followed the matter, they pretended as if they were doing something.

We went to court for two weeks, on the third week they stopped doing anything,
it was quiet up to now.

ADV POTGIETER: Mrs Watiza, can I just go back to the shooting incident? You
referred to a person by the name of Els who had a rifle. Who is that?

MR WATIZA: Els was the policeman who shot at my child, my son.

ADV POTGIETER: And was he the one that killed him?

MR WATIZA: I'm sure Els is the one who killed my son.



ADV POTGIETER: Now, were you given information about what happened? Did people
tell you how the shooting incident happened?

MR WATIZA: (tape starts) ... it happened because they were chasing the children.
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ADV POTGIETER; That day when Zenzile was shot, earlier in that day before the
shooting happened, what was the situation like in the township?

MR WATIZA: It was a calm day and it was not raining. There was no fighting that
was happening.

ADV POTGIETER: In your statement, you refer to somebody who lives in the
vicinity near to whose house the incident happened. A person by the name of
Cape, according to the statement that we've got here, it is Gunuza, but is it
the gentleman next to you, is that Mr Gunuza?

MR WATIZA: It is Gunuza.

ADV POTGIETER: Take your time Mrs Watiza, there is nothing to be concerned
about. You can relax Mrs Watiza, and we are almost finished. Are you feeling
better?

MR WATIZA: Yes, I feel better now.

ADV POTGIETER: Okay, we won't be long. Is it the gentleman next to you is that
Mr Cape Gunuza?

MR WATIZA: Yes, it is.

ADV POTGIETER: Okay. One other thing, you went to see a lawyer. Is the lawyer's
name Mr Vabaza?

MR WATIZA: Yes, it is.

ADV POTGIETER: And where is he from?

MR WATIZA: Who exactly?

ADV POTGIETER: The lawyer.

MR WATIZA: He is from Queenstown.

ADV POTGIETER: From Queenstown?

MR WATIZA: Yes.

ADV POTGIETER: Okay. The court case that you were talking about, where was that?

MR WATIZA: The court case was in Molteno.

ADV POTGIETER: And can you still remember what the case was

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 



5 MR WATIZA

about?

MR WATIZA: I don't know what the date was.

ADV POTGIETER: Did you see this Mr Els, this policeman that you referred to, at
court as well? Was he charged or what was the case about?

MR WATIZA: No, he was not. What they asked him in court was what had he gone to
do there at the location, so as to do what he had done.

ADV POTGIETER: Did he give any explanation?

MR WATIZA: No, he did not give any explanation to that.

ADV POTGIETER: Now, Mrs Watiza, is there anything that you want to ask the
Commission to do for you?

MR WATIZA: Yes, there is. There is one child of mine who is still doing standard
7 and now I feel since that time, I am not well, I've got some heart problem, so
I am asking therefor that this Commission should do something against Els,
because even if anything could happen to me at the location, I could not go to
him, because he knows that there was this problem we had between the two of us
earlier on.

ADV POTGIETER: Have you got any idea what has happened to Els? I assume that he
is no longer in Molteno.

MR WATIZA: He is still working there in Molteno.

ADV POTGIETER: As a policeman?

MR WATIZA: Yes, he is still a policeman.

ADV POTGIETER: Well, thank you for that information. Is there anything else that
you wish to add to your evidence before I speak to Mr Gunuza?

C GUNUZA: Yes, there is something I would like to say. Yes, there is something.

ADV POTGIETER: All right, Mr Gunuza, you can go ahead.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 23-07-1996 NAME: VAYEKA PONNIE XABA

CASE: QUEENSTOWN

DAY 2

VAYEKA PONNIE XABA: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Ntsiki Sandi is going to lead you into the testimony.

MR SANDI: Let me greet you Mr Xaba. If I understand this matter very well, your presence here today before this
Commission is about your son Mthandazo who was shot on the 1st January 1992.

VP XABA: Yes, that's true.

MR SANDI: Now, Mr Xaba, I would like to question you about this matter and make you talk freely and tell us the
story we are about here today. Before that, I would like to ask you to explain because as I was reading this statement, I
noticed that the cause was a conflict where you stay on the use of camps where they were keeping stock.

Now could you explain to me how were they doing it, how were they doing these camps there in the locality?

VP XABA: Thank you sir. Yes, this is the truth. We met as residents, because there there are organisations and one of
them is the ADM, so our Headmen is a member of the ADM and we were members of the ANC.

I was a ranger ... (intervention)

MR SANDI: Excuse me for the interruption, I want to understand, you said you came together as residents or did you
come together as ANC members to discuss about the use of these camps, and at the time you were a ranger? If you were
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to be asked therefor to explain what the role of a ranger is, would you do it?

VP XABA: A ranger is, when people are going to make use of a camp, they come together and we agree and discuss
about this.

So there was this camp, a small one, that was going to be used for keeping our cattle. This is a camp that is nearby, so
we all agreed on that.

MR SANDI: And then, by the way you said when you met a Station Commander came?

VP XABA: Yes, that was when we had met as ANC members.

MR SANDI: Did the Station Commander come, by whose invitation did he come?

VP XABA: He was actually invited by the Headmen to go to the camp and the camp was already in use at the time.



MR SANDI: What did you say the name of the Headman was?

VP XABA: He was, his name ...

MR SANDI: In your statement you have said his name was Kehle.

VP XABA: Yes, he was and he was supposed to be at the meeting.

MR SANDI: Now, go on and tell us further what happened when the Station Commander came to this meeting by the
instruction f the Headmen.

VP XABA: When the cattle were there in the camp - can I continue? When the cattle were there in the camp, more cattle
were brought into the camp by children because this was according to the agreement.

Then the ranger did not like this, the ranger of the ADM he decided to go to the police.

MR SANDI: During that conflict the youth came to join all
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this, to support you? Was you son one of the people who came there? Could you just tell us how it happened that your
son was shot, Mthandazo?

VP XABA: Mthandazo was a sheppard like most of the children, they were keeping the cattle within the camp.

Then a policeman came. The Station Commander was only driving a private car. When this police heard what this
people were saying, he decided to withdraw and then he decided that he should go and talk about this, and so that is
when the Station Commander came and he said, no, he disarmed the police and started shooting at the boys who were
beyond the camp.

MR SANDI: At that time, is it the time when Mthandazo was shot at?

VP XABA: Yes, it was.

MR SANDI: Now, did you say that Mthandazo died in hospital? Which hospital was that?

VP XABA: It was a hospital in East London.

MR SANDI: Where were you when Mthandazo died?

VP XABA: I was in East London already, they had called me and I thought that he was seriously ill.

MR SANDI: Were you arrested once in connection with the use of these camps?

VP XABA: Yes, the previous night I had been arrested, but that was before I was called to East London. We were kept
there but discharged the following day.

When I got home, I got the message that they wanted me in East London.

MR SANDI: What did they want you for?

VP XABA: Then they said it was my son who wanted me.



MR SANDI: Do you mean they wanted you in the hospital?
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VP XABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Now, when you got there to the hospital, what did you find there?

VP XABA: When I got there, the Matron told me that my son had been calling and talking about me and unfortunately
he had passed away.

MR SANDI: Is there anyone who was arrested or appear in court in connection with the death of Mthandazo, your son?

VP XABA; No, there never was any person.

MR SANDI: Who exactly shot at mthandazo?

VP XABA: It was the Station Commander.

MR SANDI: Who is t by the way? What is his name?

VP XABA: Siqombozo Jodo was, Siqombozo Jodo was his name.

MR SANDI: Was there any post mortem conducted by the Doctors on Mthandazo's body?

VP XABA: Yes, when I was in East London I saw his body open where they had shot him.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say to us?

VP XABA: Yes, but on the other hand, I am not through, because I buried him in the absence of the Headmen and the
policemen. I was then asked to go to court.

MR SANDI: What happened there in court?

VP XABA: Siqombozo was there in court, because he was the one responsible for the death of my son.

MR SANDI: Was Siqombozo the accused? Was Siqombozo accused there in court?

VP XABA: He had gone there, he was present on the day of the trial. I just saw him coming and he just admitted that he
was responsible for killing my son.

MR SANDI: Did he say this in court?

VP XABA: Yes, he said this to the Magistrate.
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MR SANDI: When you were burying him, how was the funeral?



VP XABA: It was very good. It was full of ANC members.

MR SANDI: Were there no disturbances on the day from the police?

VP XABA: No, they were just present in guard of the Headmen of the ADM. In fact they were at the Headmen's home.

MR SANDI: At this point now, what is your request or your instruction to the Commission?

VP XABA: I am in great pain because I valued this child and he was still at school and he was still going on.

Now I would like the Commission to give me something substantial, even the mother fell ill and died, she is no longer
there, I am now the man and wife in that home.

MR SANDI: Before Mthandazo's mother died, you say she died of heart attack?

VP XABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is there anything that she once said to you about what happened to Mthandazo?

VP XABA: In fact when we came back from court, that's when the mother felt ill, because she felt her son had died like
a dog and from that time she was sick and she ultimately died because she had that complaint that the son had died like
a dog.

MR SANDI: We thank you Mr Xaba. I'll now give you over to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Sandi. Are there any other questions?

Mr Xaba, I would like to ask you a question which may be difficult because here as the Commission we have been
instructed to look into matters of conflict that are a result of politics.
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In other words we are not just looking into ordinary conflicts amongst residents.

Because if we were to do that, it would mean that we would sit and be investigating for a very long time on these
matters, now we want to know the conflicts amongst the residents, how is it connected with politics?

VP XABA: Why do you make this connection?

REVD FINCA: Because it looks as if it was sort of a conflict over the camps and the grazing land amongst the people in
the location.

VP XABA: Now why do you connect it to politics? I don't know whether I am saying this clearly? Now could you
explain this further to me?

REVD XUNDU: What he is actually saying is there is a difference between the conflicts between residents over things
like camps.

VP XABA: Now, how is this matter connected with politics?

REVD FINCA: Were there clambering of some kind between these two political organisations or it was just ordinary
conflict of the residents of a place over the use of camps?



VP XABA: We were also confused, but because of the organisations we were split ... (tape ends) (tape starts) ...
organisations were introduced, then we were split.

REVD FINCA: Were you clambering over power?

VP XABA: Yes, because ADM did not want to be under the ANC and we used to say we were not actually in power, in
stead we were dissatisfied about certain things.

REVD FINCA: Who had elected this Headman, was it the people in the location?

VP XABA: Yes, but he was taking sides.

REVD FINCA: Did Mthandazo have any contributions towards
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the political organisations? Did he occupy any position in the ANC?

VP XABA: Yes, he was a member in the Youth League.

REVD FINCA: Was he killed because he was a member?

VP XABA; Yes, because he was an organiser.

REVD FINCA: Thank you, unless there is another question. Ntsikelelo Sandi, do you have perhaps another question?

MR SANDI: Mr Xaba, I would like to ask you this question. You say the organiser or the leader of the ADM was also a
Headman named Kehle? Was that in Ciskei in a place previously known as Ciskei or was it common that Headmen
were members of the ADM?

VP XABA: In fact I should say the Headmen in any Government was the leading person who would handle matters first
and bring them to the people.

So the most important person was the Headmen. But you would find that he was discriminatory, you would find that he
had some people he liked and some people he disliked.

MR SANDI: Now I am referring to the time when Brigadier Gqozo used to rule in Ciskei, was there a change in such a
way that the Headmen became organisers of the ADM?

VP XABA: Yes, there was.

MR SANDI: Now, do you mean that this led to the conflict between the Headmen and the residents?

VP XABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Xaba, we thank you.

We are going to make a follow up according to the story you have given to this Commission, so that those parts that are
not very clear to us, should be made clear to us.



So people from this Commission will be visiting you as

QUEENSTOWN HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

8

means to investigate and get more information, so we do not question you because we don't understand your story, but
we want to make a distinction between the conflicts of the residents and those things that used to happen long ago when
we were enjoying life, before foreigners came into our country.

And even then there used to be some problems and we want to see whether the conflict has been caused by the
Apartheid that was supported by the Governments of the TVBC States.

So this is what we want to investigate, so that when we make a proposal to the President, we should be very clear
because we want to be in a position to answer all the questions that are going to be posed to us.

I will understand that this was a very difficult time here in this area, we therefore thank you Mr Xaba.

--------------------
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MFENE SIMON YOYO: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Thank you. We shall now ask Revd Xundu to lead the witness.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Yoyo, we greet you in the name of the Commission. By the way,
where were you born?

MS YOYO: My birth place is in King William's Town in the locality of Tamaga in
Nonewe.

REVD XUNDU: What is your clan name?

MS YOYO: My clan name is Mtene Shatilesa Jambasi.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Jambasi. By the way in your story you say you were
arrested. What was the cause of this arrest?

MS YOYO: Sir, I was arrested because of this country.

REVD XUNDU: Say it again. I didn't understand?

MS YOYO: I was arrested for the history of this country.

REVD XUNDU: What was your contribution to the history?

MS YOYO: I contributed to the history of this country because I had heard that
our land had be taken away from us by the Whites.

And then I decided to be committed and have a contribution. Then I was deeply
involved in the struggle of fighting for the liberation of this land from
foreigners.

Then I found myself in jail.

REVD XUNDU: What organisation were you a member of?

MS YOYO: I was a member of the PAC, commonly known as
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Porqo.

REVD XUNDU: Were you arrested in East London and who tortured you?

MS YOYO: Truly speaking I was arrested in East London at three o'clock on the
12th of April 1963. I was then sent to the Cambridge police station by those



policemen who had picked me up on the streets.

They handed me over to a man named Donald Card at the police station in
Cambridge.

REVD XUNDU: Then how did he handle you? Did he lay a charge against you?

MS YOYO: When I met that man Donald Card, he asked me what church was I getting
to.

Then I said I was an Anglican Church member, then he asked me about politics.
Then I said I knew nothing about it, then he asked me why I didn't know anything
about politics.

Then I said to him I was not so much concerned, because I was concerned about my
home affairs.

REVD XUNDU: Were you saying that because you were running away from accusations
because you were actually Porqo?

MS YOYO: Yes, I was.

REVD XUNDU: Go on. How did he handle you during the time of the detention?

MS YOYO: Then Card said to me, all what you are saying is not acceptable to me.
I don't hear it, because I have got a lot of information about you that you go
up and down the streets of East London organising people that they should be
against the White rule.

So what you are saying is not the truth. Now could you tell the truth. Then I
said I had no other truth but what
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I am saying, then he clapped me and I tried to protect myself, then they hit me
with a baton.

At the same time, I stood up because I wanted to fight back, then the other
policemen held me, stopped me. They made me to sit down.

They took a chair and then they lifted up my hand and my legs and put them on
the chair and one policeman held my hands behind the chair, one other one held
me on the legs and then Donald took his baton and he beat me severely, such that
my feet were swollen in a very bad way.

Then after finishing, he said, this person does not want to tell the truth. Then
I think let's throw him out of the window. Yes, they did that. They lifted me
up, there were about four of them. There were also Black men, but they were not
beating me, they were just helping.

Then they let me hang out of the window. You see the police station there, this
office was upstairs, then they let me hanging there and they threatened to just
let me go out through the window.

Then I didn't say anything, but after a time, they pulled me into their room.
Then Donald Card said to me, you don't still want to tell the truth, then I said
I had nothing to say.

Then I asked him what is there around your waist. Then he said, this is my



rifle. Then I said to him, why don't you shoot me with it, because I've got no
other truth.

So he went away. They left me with the Black policeman because I think they had
gone for tea. At the time from seven o'clock at night until ten o'clock I was
beaten and kept there.

Then they gave up at that time and took me to the cell.
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REVD XUNDU: When did they take you to the cell?

MS YOYO: No, I was in the police station in Cambridge.

REVD XUNDU: Now, according to the statement, they said they took you to Nonqoqo.

MS YOYO: We were sent to the Nonqoqo prison. After they had beaten us and those
places had subsided, then we were again kept in the police station.

REVD XUNDU: Did you not appear before a court?

MS YOYO: No, we did not. In stead we, it took us eleven months, we were kept
there for eleven months whilst they were investigating about us.

REVD XUNDU: Then, what did they do with you? Did they send you to Robben Island?

MS YOYO: They sent us to Nonqoqo prison. After that we were sent to court, that
was in 1964, on the 10th of February, then we were sentenced.

REVD XUNDU: How many years sentence did you get?

MS YOYO: I was sentenced three years and the sentences varied.

REVD XUNDU: There in Robben Island you were later transferred to Victor Verster
prison. Were you also tortured there?

MS YOYO: Yes, we were ill-treated even there, because we were beaten up even on
arrival.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps know the names of the policemen who were ill-treating
you?

MS YOYO: One that I noticed was Kleinhans who used to beat us up. He was
Kleinhans, that is the name of the policeman who used to beat up.

REVD XUNDU: Then in Robben Island and Victor Verster what happened, when did you
leave the places?
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MS YOYO: We then got transferred in 1966, if I am not mistaken to Victor Verster
prison. At Victor Verster prison it was slightly better, though the treatment
was harsh, but we were united there, so they did not exceed in stead I could see
that there was some cruelty, because one time we were given some food that was



contaminated with a glass, fine glass.

That was when we were coming from work and as we were sitting and I was trying
to show, I could feel the glass particles, then I announced that there was
something wrong with the food. There was glass mixed with the food.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know who gave you this food?

MS YOYO: Oh, I have forgotten, it was a White man.

REVD XUNDU: Yes, we understand your story. Now do you perhaps have any requests
or any wish that we should investigate this matter?

MS YOYO: I can't hear with this other ear. My wish to the Commissioner is that
this men who used to beat me up and I had not done anything to him, he was
beating me for my, for what belonged to me, that is Donald Card, should be
investigated.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have any other wish that you would like to tell us about?

MS YOYO: Now I should say my requests is that this Commission because they
should consider I am old, I wish the Government therefor could be of help to me,
even to my children.

REVD XUNDU: Now, do you mean your own children or you mean your grandchildren?

MS YOYO: They are my children, I am talking of my children. Because when I left
this country I was a bachelor and
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therefor I had to get married in my old age. The first of those children is 15
years old, that is my first born.

He is 15 and he is in standard 5.

REVD XUNDU: The second one?

MS YOYO: The second one is 12 years old.

REVD XUNDU: In what standard is he?

MS YOYO: And he is in standard 2. I only have two children.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you then. Is there any other thing?

MS YOYO: No.

REVD XUNDU: Did you have any cattle to pay lobola with?

MS YOYO: I have another request. I would like to give some message to the
Africans here as we are gathering here.

REVD XUNDU: Oh, please wait. Let's do it this way. You are now through with what
you asked the Commission to do for you, because this Commission wanted to listen
to how you were tortured and also your organisation you supported, is well
known.

Thank you. Over to you Mr Chairperson.



REVD FINCA: We would like to thank Revd Xundu. Should I check with my colleagues
if there are any questions. Adv Denzil Potgieter.

ADV POTGIETER: Mr Yoyo, just one thing. You said to us that you were sentenced
to three years imprisonment. On what charge was that? Why were you sentenced?

MS YOYO: I was charged for continuing with the aims of a banned organisation.

ADV POTGIETER: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: Donald Card, do you think that he is - where is his whereabouts today?
Is he still with the police
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services?

MS YOYO: After coming back from jail, I understand that Donald Card was elected
a mayor of East London. I do not know whether he is still the mayor or not.

REVD FINCA: Mr Yoyo, we would like to thank you. As I am looking at you, you
still have very young children. As I am looking at you, you are quite an elderly
person, but even though the things that you are narrating before this
Commission, as I am trying to look back, it was at least 32 years back.

But as you are now narrating to us, it is clear that you still have a vivid
memory as relating the atrocities which Donald Card did against you.

We have no doubt as a Commission that those things are still stuck in your mind,
as even though they happened some 32 years ago.

That is in fact a testimony to the effect that there are things which we may not
forget, there is some people who say that we must forget the past, but it is
clear that we can never forget the past.

Those things which happened, those years, they are still in people's minds and
what we think we should do is to never to forget, but to think our history
alive.

We would love to thank you dearly for your contribution as a person. We would
love to thank the organisation that you stood for. Their contributions to the
liberation struggle were so enormous at that particular point in time, to fight
racial discrimination, we would love to salute you.

But on the other hand we will not allow you to give a message, because that will
be setting a bad precedence for us and perhaps we might find ourselves being
converted into
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sort of a rally for political organisations.



But we thank you for the significant contributions of your organisation to the
liberation struggle.

--------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, I now ask Vuyiswa Virginia Belesi as the next witness.

VUYISWA VIRGINIA BELESI: (sworn states)

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good morning Ms Belesi. Can you hear me over the head phones?

MS BELESI: Yes.

PANEL MEMBER: Good. Welcome here. Your story relates to the death of your son, Phumzile Gladwell Belesi, during
1989, another victim of the conflict that we are hearing about today. Would you like to tell us what happened?

MS BELESI: I was sleeping and it was in the morning, then there was a knock at the door and some commotion and
noise, then I stood up to open the door and young men and boys asked for Phumzile and I knew the one that was asking,
his name is Dugisowasi, then I directed him to the front room and they talked to him and I don't know what they were
talking about. Then they said that he should wake up and join them and Phumzile washed his face and got into the house
and took a small kerrie.

That was the last I saw of him and there was commotion during the day and they did not come back and we could see
some ambulances moving up and down and the day went on and he wasn't coming. Then I panicked and I decided to
sent his girlfriend to go to hospital, to go and look for him.
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Phumbla and Notando went to hospital and when they got back, they said that they did not see Phumzile, but then there
was a rumour that there were some that were in Livingstone in Port Elizabeth, so the following day I went to
Livingstone hospital and they said that there was no such person there, but I looked for him for a long time and then I
gave up and went back home. When I got home, the wife Tumpeli, he called me and said to me that he had heard that
Phumzile had died on that very day and so he opted to accompany me to go to Kay Street to look for him.

So I was accompanied by another woman from no.24, this is a woman I used to help, so she accompanied me to Kay
Street and I described him according to his attire but I was scared to get in, so the woman who was with me went inside
and she saw him and so that is how I got his body.

PANEL MEMBER: Can I just ask you some questions just to try and clarify what actually happened. Was it on the 28
December 1989 when the group of youths came and called Phumzile with them?

MS BELESI: Yes, that is right.



PANEL MEMBER: Was that at your house at No.9 Hinsel Road in Kwanubushle?

MS BELESI: You mean to come and get him. Yes, they knocked at my house and they asked for Phumzile.

PANEL MEMBER: Now, what was Phumzile doing, was he working or was he at school?

MS BELESI: He was working at BA, together with his father.

PANEL MEMBER: Can you give us an idea of what his age was?

MS BELESI: He was born in 1968, on the 9 September.

PANEL MEMBER: Did he have any children?

MS BELESI: Yes, he had one child, but when he died, the
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mother was still pregnant and this child is living with me at the moment.

PANEL MEMBER: Has he got two children?

MS BELESI: No, he was got one child.

PANEL MEMBER: You say that the mother of the child was pregnant when Phumzile was killed?

MS BELESI: Yes, that is right.

PANEL MEMBER: ...that child now.

MS BELESI: It is me because I am bringing this child up and the child stays with me, the mother left the child when he
was 3 months old.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you find out how Phumzile was actually killed?

MS BELESI: From what I hear is that teargas was administered and they were chased by caspers and he was hit dead by
a hippo.

PANEL MEMBER: Was there ever any court case or an inquest concerning the death?

MS BELESI: No, we never went to any court.

PANEL MEMBER: Were you told officially who was responsible for the death, or officially told what happened?

MS BELESI: No.

PANEL MEMBER: Is there anything that you would like to draw our attention to in particular, or that you want us to
attend to?

MS BELESI: I've got none.

PANEL MEMBER: Don't you have difficulty in maintaining the child yourself?

MS BELESI: I have difficulty because he attends school but I have a wish that I could get assistance towards his



upbringing and towards his education because he happens to
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be the only child, whilst Phumzile on the other hand was the only child.

PANEL MEMBER: If Phumzile was run over by a police vehicle, then one assumes that there must be some official
record of that, would you wish the Commission to look into that issue and find out what has actually happened there.

MS BELESI: Yes, that is my wish only if it is not going to hurt me more.

PANEL MEMBER: We thank you for coming and we thank you for giving evidence and telling us what happened to
Phumzile, I will now hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any other questions. Thank you, could you again take your seat.

---------------------
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__________________________________________________________CHAIRPERSON: We are going to call upon
our last witness who will then be the last, so that we can be able to go to the scene of the incident as said earlier on by
the Commissioner. Let me firstly affirm your full names, Mr Bhana, because we did not have the opportunity to receive
a statement from you whereby you would give full explanation about yourself. What are your full names?

KHYALETU PATRICK BHANA: (sworn states)

MR BHANA: My full names are Khyaletu Patrick Bhana.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you one of the people who was affected by the shooting there on that day in question on the 21
March?

MR BHANA: Yes, I was greatly affected by this attack of the 21 March 1985.

CHAIRPERSON: Could I ask that you should briefly explain, where you were at the time the people were going for the
funeral.

MR BHANA: I would say I was in the third row and I was in front. We were holding hands as comrades and we were
advancing.

CHAIRPERSON: At what stage were you shot, Mr Bhana?
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MR BHANA: Mr Chairperson, at the time they were starting to shoot, I stopped holding hands and I ran facing the 15th
Avenue and I went up running very fast and before I had intentions to get into one of the houses but unfortunately, one
of the houses was closed and there were people dressed in green clothes.

CHAIRPERSON: At the time they were hitting you with the bullet, had you already ran away from the scene of the
shooting?

MR BHANA: Yes, I had, because I felt if they had shot me I would have fallen there.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they actually hit you?

MR BHANA: Yes, they did. Whilst I was running away.

CHAIRPERSON: Where did they shoot you?

MR BHANA: They shot me at the back.



CHAIRPERSON: Are you the one who said you got into a nearby yard where the shooting was taking place?

MR BHANA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Then what happened were you were in that yard?

MR BHANA: What happened is that I was not far from the scene of the incident and I was in the yard, and as I was
getting into a certain house these people tried to lock me out and whilst I was getting to the bedroom I heard some gun
shots.

CHAIRPERSON: Now tell us where did they actually hit you?

MR BHANA: They hit me at the back.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you get any help from hospital?

MR BHANA: Yes, I was treated in one hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: What hospital was that? Is it the same hospital where all these victims were being sent to?

MR BHANA: Yes, that was in Livingstone Hospital.
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CHAIRPERSON: Who took you there?

MR BHANA: I was taken from this house to Church Street, and then I was taken to provincial hospital and I was driven
in an ambulance to Livingstone Hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us about the injuries that you sustained as reported by the doctor.

MR BHANA: The doctor did not give me any explanation pertaining to the injuries.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any pains that you still feel today as a result of the shooting, or do you still have some
treatment you get from the doctor?

MR BHANA: There is no treatment that I get from doctors and I really feel a lot of pain because I had eight bullet
wounds and some other times when it is overcast, my body becomes painful.

CHAIRPERSON: At the time people were called to Jubilee Hotel, were you one of the people?

MR BHANA: Yes, I did go there.

CHAIRPERSON: And then what happened?

MR BHANA: I got some assistance there.

CHAIRPERSON: Now, what kind of assistance?

MR BHANA: I mean financial assistance.

CHAIRPERSON: Now, are you ready to tell us how much you actually received there?

MR BHANA: I received R8 000 at the Jubilee Hotel.



CHAIRPERSON: Was there a lawyer assisting you to get this money?

MR BHANA: Yes, I got this money because a lawyer assisted me to get it. My lawyer was Molly Blackpan.

CHAIRPERSON: By being here now as we are concluding, what is your requests to this Commission?
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MR BHANA: My request is that this Commission should bring forward Lieutenant Fouche to come and give an account
of the blood and the killing that he administered on this particular day.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all you have to say?

MR BHANA: I have got a lot of things to say, but we are now trying to summarise otherwise I would be saying more
and really there is just no time.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything that's new?

MR BHANA: Yes, there is. At the time I was in this bedroom, where these policemen took me out, the policemen
pushed in a firearm through the window and I pleaded, asking that people should open the door and they did. This I
mentioned in my statement. Then one Afrikaner said, yes, you red trouser, you are making a struggle, so I am trying to
say that these Boers, they mark us so that is as far as I can go.

CHAIRPERSON: We must thank you for your explanation and your evidence Mr Bhana.

----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like Andile Phillip Blaauw to come forward. We welcome you Andile Blaauw.

ANDILE PHILLIP BLAAUW: (sworn states)

PANEL MEMBER: Welcome here. Your evidence relates to at least three days and various incidents that you will be
talking about and the nature of the complaint is classified as an attempted murder, resulting from the experiences that
you had. Now, we have heard earlier from Netisis Toto about the situation in Kwanobuhle in January 1987, now in fact,
your story starts on the 4 January 1987, is that correct?

MR BLAAUW: Yes, it is like that, sir.

PANEL MEMBER: Now, let's start there and then we can work our way through the various incidents. On the 4th, you
were not sleeping at home you said, as a result of continued harassment by the security police, would you like to tell us
what happened?

MR BLAAUW: Yes, I will explain it, the previous night, I had not spent the night at home due to the police harassment,
so early in the morning, on my way home, as I was walking down Matamsima I saw there was a combi parked next to
my house, so I went on and I stood next to a certain house just before my home and I knelt down and looked. I thought
that it was a police combi that had come to look for me. Some people came out of this combi and they had some
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axes, some spades with them. It was a blue mini bus. They went into my home. Some were knocking at the windows, at
the doors, all over the house. Then I came from the back of the yard and I went up Pungulu and I still found that there
were people there between Matamsima and Pungulu. They were quite a group and they were armed with axes, spades
and sticks. I had a woollen hat on, and they said, there is another one, then I tried to turn but they hit me here on the
head. I did not fall, I ran towards Nyoga and that is where I spent the whole day. I didn't go to hospital. I looked after
myself, I was there for the full day, hiding, I slept there, I didn't see any doctor because I knew that if I could go to any
doctor or any hospital, the policemen were going to arrest me so that is the reason I had to stay there.

PANEL MEMBER: Sorry to interrupt you. At that stage, you were involved in an organisation, do you want to tell us
about that?

MR BLAAUW: I was a member of Uitenhage Youth Congress of the UDF. The policemen were harassing me for that
reason because all these members of the UDF were being harassed at the time. Even members of the UDF were being
harassed, the policemen did not want to see us at the time, so I slept there in that Nyoga base, and then the following
morning, I woke up very early at about six with intentions to go away to the old location, and I walked down the street



called Nkulu, past the dumping area and I saw a small bakkie there and I asked for a lift from the driver and there were
other comrades who had asked for a lift and we told the driver that we wanted to get to Klapa and he offered us the life.
As we were driving there was a casper that stopped us and we UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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were asked to get off this bakkie and we were asked where we were going and we said we were getting to Klapa, the old
location. Then they said to us, No, turn back and go and fight where you came from, then we said, no, we are not
fighting. They then took us by force and put us onto the casper, it was me, the driver and the two comrades and they
assaulted us, they tortured us, they took me to a police station in Church Street where I met Germit and other detectives
from Uitenhage and they locked me in a cell, and I was there for the whole day and very late at night they took me out
of the cell. There was a policemen known as Pentz. That was a detective together with Domse and Wimser were their
informers, they were not policemen, they were just used by the policemen so they handcuffed me, my hands and also
my legs, and they put me into a small office and asked me about Netisi Toto, Brafiks and Inkala. Then I said I didn't
know all those people, then they said you are going to know them, then they assaulted me and put me into a car. They
took me to Sotwai No.9, that is a place in Khayelitsha, that was at night. When we got there, still handcuffed as I was,
there were some people that were dressed in big coats and they had sjamboks, they had some arms with them and they
stood in front of this house and Pense talked to the leaders of these people.

There was one person who I identified who came to me and said, we have been looking for you for a long time, and the
name of this person was Vujanie, I saw him face to face. The other one who I saw who died was, Julianda Goqo, there
was also Kimoti Dandi who was their leader and he was present at the time. So this policemen said to them that they
should assault me, but not hit me on the head, but beat UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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me up on the body. I was still hand cuffed. They pushed me and I fell down and they beat me with what they had, sticks
and all.

They beat me for a long time, and they put me into a car and a Hippo was following. They took me to the police station
in Despatch. I was there and I was swollen and my clothes were in tatters. I was kept there in a cell and after some time,
after the whole day because I got there in the morning and I was there in Despatch for the whole day and then late at
night, very early in the morning, a Lieutenant came there. I could see there was a badge written Fouche. It was quite an
elderly man, I can describe him, he was in the company of another White policeman who did not have any pellets. They
had a box of this size which was blue in size and it had some cross marks. He opened this box and took out a small
bottle out of this box. It was an injection. All this time I was watching and I felt that perhaps Fouche knew a lot about
me and then he took this injection with intention to inject me. Then I took a blanket to try and protect myself and so he
stopped and then he sent his colleague that he should go and get handcuffs and he brought them and I was handcuffed.
They threw me to the ground and that is when they got an opportunity to inject me on the right hand side of my buttock.
They gave me two injections and I was still conscious at the time. After that I collapsed, I felt dizzy.

It was for a long time and then the following morning at 11:00, when I regained consciousness, my leg was numbed, it
couldn't function well, it was swollen and I was wondering what had happened and my pants was down. I saw that I had
some holes and it was itching. There were about
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five of these holes and then I regained my consciousness and I thought back about the injections that they had given to
me.

Later on, at about 3:00, another detective came, it was a White man from Church Street but I have forgotten the name.
He was in the company of a White female. They took me out of the cell and they put me into a yellow car and they
asked me to lie on the back seat and I did that. They drove to another street here in Despatch and this was not a police



station. This car reversed into the yard. There was an old White man with a panama hat on and I could hear them talking
on a walkie talkie and then I could make out that I was at no.13 John Street. I was there for about two hours, in this car,
together with these people and after that I lifted my head as we were driving on and I could make out there was 13, and
they took me to Kirkwood to hide me there.

A lawyer came to me whilst I was there in Kirkwood and I told everything to the lawyer. After that, there were two
people who came, one of them was Mayburgh Quitestoutimen, who came from Uitenhage and they enquired to me what
had happened and I told them. I gave them a statement but up to date, I don't know what happened to everything I gave
to them, so I pause.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you very much for that. That was quite an incredible experience. I just need to go back
slightly just to try and fill in any details. You were obviously injured, you had this wound to your head, and you were
assaulted by the people that you have mentioned. Did they ever take you to consult a doctor?

MR BLAAUW: No, I never consulted any doctor.

PANEL MEMBER: You refer to a policeman, a Lieutenant
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Fouche, and you said you could see from the name tag, I assume, what his name was. Now, he administered some or
other injection to you, did he tell you what it was all about. Why he was doing that?

MR BLAAUW: No, he just said to me, dearde gat, because I was saying to him, protesting that he had no right to inject
me because he was not a doctor. Then he insulted me.

PANEL MEMBER: So, what did you understand, that he was going to punish you because you are, "harde gat", as he
put it?

MR BLAAUW: Yes, I would say, it was not the first time that they arrested me. After that incident, of the Ama-Afrika,
they had previously arrested me and Fouche had a lot that he knew about me, that is why he called me a harde gat,
because it had been several times that he had arrested me. It is not only because he injected me because I was "harde
gat", I think he had these plans even before that, that they were going to do that.

PANEL MEMBER: But, the point is that there wasn't giving you this injection to help you, or to help your medical
condition, he was trying to do something bad to you, really?

MR BLAAUW: Yes, it is like that.

PANEL MEMBER: You say that another quite peculiar thing that you were removed from the police station and you
were taken to a house in Despatch. Is it a private home?

MR BLAAUW: Sir, what happened in this house was that is was one of the Streets in Despatch. They asked me to lie
flat on the back of the car. What I just looked was for the number of the car as I had heard them talking over the radio,
that was in no.13 John Street in Despatch where they took me to.

UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

7 A BLAAUW

PANEL MEMBER: Subsequently, why they did that, why they removed you from the police station, took you to the
residential area in Despatch and asked you to lie down in the car, as if you must ride away? Did you find out why they
did that?



MR BLAAUW: There was a reason for it, because I heard, when I was in this house, when I was out of bay, that they
had gone there to look for me there in Despatch. At that time, I was in a very bad state because of the assault by the
Ama-Afrika, so they were hiding me there because they didn't want them to see me. My parents had gone with the
people of Black Sash, there in Despatch, that is why they therefore decided to take me and to hide me.

PANEL MEMBER: Why did they keep you there in prison? Were you charged with anything?

MR BLAAUW: What they said at the regional court was that they were charging me with public violence.

PANEL MEMBER: But, they never arrested you for anything, they just stopped the car that you were driving in, you
were on your way to Kabar, and they just kept you in police custody and afterwards you heard that you were being
charged, and you knew nothing about this charge. Do I understand the position correctly?

MR BLAAUW: Yes, it is like that. These people had a grudge against the members of the Youth Congress and even the
begrudged the members of the UDF, and I was a member of the United Congress at that time, so they decided to put
these allegations because they did not just want to release me for nothing and then they decided to accuse me of public
violence, not just to let me go.

PANEL MEMBER: So you were found not guilty?
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MR BLAAUW: That is right, sir.

PANEL MEMBER: In prison at Kirkwood, when were you released. They took you in January 1987, when did you get
out of prison?

MR BLAAUW: I was released in September on bail, that was in Kirkwood, so I spent a long time in Kirkwood.

PANEL MEMBER: What was the effect of all this on you? Did it leave any effect on you, on your body, on your
medical condition?

MR BLAAUW: Firstly, my eyes were affected because after all these assaults, I had some growth here on my eyes, and
I had to be operated at Livingstone hospital. I again went to the provincial hospital for testing of my eyes. There is an
old deaf doctor there who would always say that there was nothing wrong with my eyes. I still have my files there, but
this doctor keeps on saying that there is nothing wrong with my eyes and yet I feel that there is something wrong with
my eyes. Which is the reason why I put on these sunglasses. At night I can not see clearly, even here at the back, I feel
some pain from the assault even here inside, I feel some pain. At the provincial hospital, I told the doctor that he should
sent me for X-Rays, so as to see whether I wasn't perhaps affected by those injections because I just loose weight for no
reason. I am a sportsman but my weight has just gone down in a very bad way.

One other thing sir, is that ever since I went through this incident, my father was also assaulted by those Ama-Afrika, I
omitted that my father was a taxi owner, and he was driving to Khayelitsha, and he was assaulted by the Ama-Afrika
when they were trying to find out about my whereabouts and ever since, my father became ill and he
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ultimately had a stroke and this really bothers me and this case was sent to Mrs Vanessa, a lawyer, but there was no
progress because the kept on saying why investigating up till now. Yet, we see the perpetrators and they still say they
are investigating even now.

PANEL MEMBER: Just before I conclude, are there any specific issues that you would want us to attend to, that you



would like to draw our attention to as a Commission?

MR BLAAUW: My request to this Commission is that these perpetrators should come and appear before this
Commission and come and tell the reason why they did all these bad things to us and who had sent them to do it.

Again, I am asking that I should excellent medical treatment because we are just in this hospital, given some tablets that
are of no help to our health.

Some of us had to leave school. We could not continue with our education, we are asking this Commission that there
should be some training centres that are to be erected so that we at least acquire some skills so as to be able to lead a
better life. Thank you.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Blaauw. Thank you for the detailed evidence and thank you for the requests that you
have made, it is really a challenge to the Commission, we have heard it so many times and we quite appreciate the
approach that you are adopting. Thank you very much, I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: There is a question from Rev Xundu.

REV XUNDU: I would like you to be brief as much as possible because time is against us. You made mention of
SABTA somewhere in no. 2, I want to know who was the owner of this SABTA taxi, or what was the role that was
played by SABTA in UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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this conflict? Just tell us in short.

MR BLAAUW: I really don't know the owner, but it was blue in colour, it was written SABTA. What was happening
that very morning as I was walking down, that taxi was driving right round the location.

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: .... to determine, how the security forces enticed people to become informers and collaborators. In
your statement you say that they asked you to be an informer, exactly what did they say to you?

MR BLAAUW: They said to me at the time, they were taking me out of the cell, they asked about Netisi Toto and
Hwangala, and other members. They said I should work for them, they were going to give me money. They brought
money notes and showed them to me and they said that I should be their informer and I said I was not going to do that.
They could kill me. So, they actually entice people by showing them the notes.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Blaauw, could you take your seat.

-------------------------
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MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Our next witness is Kwanele Moses Bucwa.

KWANELE MOSES BUCWA: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: I greet you Kwanele, looking at our statement here before me, I see that you were also injured on the 21
March, as a result of the shooting, and we find that you were in the forefront of this procession and you were riding a
bicycle and when the shooting started, you were the first to be shot. Now could you briefly explain how old were you at
the time and what did you actually see?

MR BUCWA: I was 17 years old in 1985 and I was riding in front of the crowd of people who were chanting songs and
there were two people at the back of them. There was one policemen who lifted me up who's name was Lieutenant
Fouche who I got to know later on.

MS MAYA: You have mentioned some people and a certain Fouche who gave some instructions that there should be
shooting, what actually did you see?

MR BUCWA: They were standing and showing up on top of the hippo and the first shooting was the cause of my
injury.

MS MAYA: So you were nearer and you saw him clearly?

MR BUCWA: Yes, he was the one sitting nearer to me.

MS MAYA: Where did this bullet hit you?

MR BUCWA: It hit me on the left hand side of my head.
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MS MAYA: What was the extent of the injury?

MR BUCWA: I was injured such that one of my legs doesn't function properly.

MS MAYA: After they had hit you, what else can you recall? Can you briefly tell your story.

MR BUCWA: After I had been shot I fell down and I dislocated my arm and I could hear the shooting going on. After
they had shot, they came back to me and kicked me trying to find out whether I was still alive and I pretended to be
dead and they went on to other people. I lay on my back after they had kicked me. They were again checking on other



people as to whether they were still alive and they were still shooting other people to death and they went on doing this
and then there was a police van that came and then later on ambulances came.

MS MAYA: You were also taken to hospital. How long were you there?

MR BUCWA: I was in provincial for four years, and I was transferred to Livingstone Hospital and I was sent to the
Church Street together with others who were discharged, and there were other people in Church Street who had been
with us earlier and we were locked in.

MS MAYA: After the shooting you were arrested, is that so?

MR BUCWA: Yes, like that.

MS MAYA: How long were you arrested.

MR BUCWA: I was kept there for four days.

MS MAYA: And then after you were released, what happened to you?

MR BUCWA: After my release from jail, the policemen were after me and then I went to Blinkpan where I was there
for about a month and 3 weeks and they were investigating on
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this case and they would come back and give a report to me and they would tell that in their statement they said that I
died.

MS MAYA: When did you come back from Blinkpan?

MR BUCWA: I went back after I had to appear in court and no one was found guilty so I decided to go back home.

MS MAYA: Did you also get an opportunity to go and give evidence there in court?

MR BUCWA: Yes I was the last one.

MS MAYA: Is there any evidence you can recall that was given about you by the police?

MR BUCWA: Yes there is.

MS MAYA: What was it?

MR BUCWA: Some police say I died but, Lieutenant Fouche said I came five minutes after the shooting and I left the
bicycle and I ran away to some nearby houses. That is the evidence that he gave.

MS MAYA: In other words, they were trying to say they were not responsible for your shooting?

MR BUCWA: Yes they say I was not there at the time of the shooting, instead I left my bicycle and ran away.

MS MAYA: Where is your bicycle now?

MR BUCWA: I never got my bicycle after that.

MS MAYA: Now you say you were 17 years old, what were you doing, were you a student?



MR BUCWA: No, I was working.

MS MAYA: After you were injured, were you able to work again?

MR BUCWA: When I went back to my work, I was told that I had been dismissed from work.

MS MAYA: And then, after you were unemployed did you get
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another opportunity to organise another job for yourself?

MR BUCWA: Yes, because I still work now at Sammat.

MS MAYA: The shooting on your head, how had it affected your health, are there any changes you observed?

MR BUCWA: Yes, this affected me because they could not take this bullet out because they said I would be paralysed
and now this bullet is still here in my head and my leg does not function properly.

MS MAYA: Now you mean this bullet is still within your body?

MR BUCWA: Yes, it's like that.

MS MAYA: I'm sure by your appearance here you have a wish or a request to this Commission, what is it?

MR BUCWA: I wish I could get treatment. I wish a hall could be built there in the location because most people had to
go out of school, even my brother was beaten up by the police because they want information about my whereabouts.

MS MAYA: So if there could be a hall that could be erected in commemoration of this incident, which on the other
hand could be of help to the people. Is that the only request you have Mr Bucwa?

MR BUCWA: No, that is not all.

MS MAYA: Go on, talk.

MR BUCWA: I would like to say even the compensation was only R17 000 and it was insufficient and yet I have
wishes to send my children to school and some other times I can't work because of this leg, now I am not able to provide
for my children.

MS MAYA: How many children do you have?

MR BUCWA: I have got 2 children. One 3 year old, and one 6 year old.
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MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say Mr Bucwa?

MR BUCWA: Yes

MS MAYA: I am now going to hand over to one of my colleagues.

PANEL MEMBER: Firstly I would like to thank Fundile, the first speaker because I noticed that he had to be given a



Grandpa and this has been very strenuous for him to come and give this evidence, I can see you are deeply hurt and it is
painful to me and I cannot express my sympathy to you and even some other times we get angered by these things that
happen to our people so thank you for coming here.

Kwanele, I am very happy to see you, I've read a lot about you from the journals about the little boy on a bicycle and the
writers of those articles some other times don't even have a picture of this place Uitenhage and some others write about
this incident when they come across scholars from South Africa, even the victims here, there is some writing about
them. What is surprising mostly is that in all this excitement about this Uitenhage case as it is referred to people tend to
forget that there are actual people behind this case who are seated here today and therefore in all this excitement in the
articles and the books written you still sitting here to get to know about the truth about what actually happened to you
and it is our wish that we should also get the actual truth.

Therefore Kwanele, I would like to ask you at the time you were riding this bicycle, and someone said you said you
should come to one side is there any policeman who said come this way?

MR BUCWA: Yes the policeman who had raised his hand indicated to me that I should ride in between the peoples.
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PANEL MEMBER: So as you were riding the bicycle, you were riding because someone had indicated to you?

MR BUCWA: No, I did not. I was riding because I was with the crowd of the peoples, so I did not actually go to the
direction that this person has asked me to follow. Then I saw the shooting and the dripping of blood.

PANEL MEMBER: I would also like to refer to the fact that at 17 you were working and how far had you gone at
school?

MR BUCWA: I had gone as far as Std.3 because my mother was a pensioner and there was other children and therefore
we could not manage to help my mother.

PANEL MEMBER: That is the main reason why I'm asking because there are many stories that we can relate about the
suffering and the bad life that people have led. So it means even earlier at an early tender stage you were working.

MR BUCWA: I started to work in 1986 and I left school in Std.3 because I could not proceed with my education. Thank
you.

PANEL MEMBER: Just a few last questions, could you please come closer. We are going to give ourselves time to go
to the scene and to go and have a look at it. Maybe when we get there you will again explain to us some questions that
are still not clear. You were in front of the crowd.

MR BUCWA: Yes, I was in front of the procession. They were following after me.

PANEL MEMBER: So the instructions that was given to people to disperse could have reached your ears first before
the other people?

MR BUCWA: Yes.

PANEL MEMBER: Was there any other order?
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MR BUCWA: There was none.



PANEL MEMBER: Secondly, who actually fired, who made the first shot?

MR BUCWA: It was Lieutenant Fouche, the one who had raised his hand. He was the first to shoot, and then the other
policemen started shooting and I fell down and I could hear some gun shots and they got off the hippo and they kicked
me.

PANEL MEMBER: What was the distance between the procession and the casper, could you perhaps estimate the
distance?

MR BUCWA: I could say the hippos were where we are and people were there next to those doors, and I was closer to
the hippos.

PANEL MEMBER: In this Uitenhage story there is a mention of the name Rastafarian, which comes from another
version as the person who was the leader. Did you perhaps see this Rastafarian as you were walking down the street?

MR BUCWA: Yes, I saw him, he was in front of the crowd.

PANEL MEMBER: Was he shot and killed on the spot?

MR BUCWA: Yes Sir.

PANEL MEMBER: What was his contribution towards this march. Is it true that he was the leader of the crowd?

MR BUCWA: Yes, he was the leader, he was asking the people to walk one side so as to give way to the cars. He was
maintaining order so that the cars should drive past.

PANEL MEMBER: So you mean this was an orderly procession?

MR BUCWA: Yes, it was because this man had asked that people should walk in a row and hold hands to show that
they were in an orderly manner.

PANEL MEMBER: This report we get from Mr Fouche that these people ...(tape ends)... see some armed people.
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MR BUCWA: No, they were not armed, in fact even the stones, I saw, I saw them in court. So when I did not remember
the bicycle, then they said they were going to bring all this exhibition to court so that we should talk about things we
see. So I was shown the bicycle, I was shown a big stone which was said I was carrying and several other stones that
they said that these people were holding and yet I had not seen anyone with a stone. Now they say these people were
going to stone the Whites. There was also an old bottle of the steri milk which was there and it was full of dust which
showed that it was all empty.

PANEL MEMBER: We thank you, Mr Bucwa. We thank you that we now know you. We read a lot about a boy on a
bicycle not knowing that you are the actual person. We are going

to adjourn for about 10 minutes and we shall resume at 11:15.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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CASE: - UITENHAGE

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

CCHAIRPERSON: We are going to ask Mr Vincent Lungile Calu

to come forward. We are going to hand you over to Ms Maya

who is going to lead you with questions.

VINCENT LUNGILE CALU: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Lungile, how are you?

MR CALU: I am fine, thank you.

MS MAYA: You are going to represent yourself and tell us a

story about the time you were a member of the UDF and you

say you were arrested several times and tortured in police

custody, what was actually happening, and what was the

reason for all of this?

MR CALU: In 1985, I don't know whether to say that I was

lucky or unlucky, but I got affected and I became one of the

members of the structures for the youth. I therefore had to

go away from my home in Uitenhage, to I had to go in hiding

in one of the houses in Nobuhle. I used to spend nights in

various places and briefly, I would say that in 1986, one

day, I was tired of sleeping all over the place, and I

decided to go and sleep at home and it was on a Saturday and

yet, I was wrong because these policemen came and it was in

the morning, very early, at about 3:00, and I heard my

mother saying Lungile is not here because she knew that I

was not sleeping there and she wasn't aware that I was

there, so these police came and my mother said that I wasn't
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there and there was three of us sons there. When they came

in, they asked for Umhlahla, then I said, no, I don't know

such a person. Then they asked my brother, where is

Umhlahla, my brother denied, and my other brother too

denied.



MS MAYA: Who was Umhlahla?

MR CALU: Umhlahla is me, I am Umhlahla. Then, these whites

asked who exactly amongst you is Umhlahla, and everyone

denied, infact, I wanted any one person who was going to

point at me, and these policemen were almost tired of asking

of this Umhlahla and I heard them saying in Afrikaans that

they should go and call someone from outside, and so this

person came.

My brothers at the time, lived in Molapo, and this

Molapo men came in and said to me, you are Umhlahla, and I

was discouraged and then I didn't say anything, then these

policemen said get dressed.

MR MAYA: Were you arrested?

MR CALU: Yes, I was arrested. Outside our house, there

were a lot of cars and I got into a car, and there was a

driver sitting in front and a space here in the middle, then

I was asked to sit there in that space. Then they asked

about the gun that they said that I had, then I said that I

did not have a gun. They asked this repeatedly, then they

asked for Lungisile, then I said you arrested Lungisile last

week, so I don't know why you are asking me about Lungisile.

Then they asked me, do you know anything about Bee's? Then

I knew about Bee's, but I didn't want to say that I knew

them, because I was scared that perhaps they meant something

else. I didn't answer them.

Then, they handcuffed me with my hands at the back, and
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I was sitting in this space, in this car and they asked

whether I was going to tell the truth or did I want them to

bring in the bee's. Then I said that I don't have any other

truth, I do not have any gun.

Then one other man who was there, there were some some

people, one of them was Dumse and these people were

informers and they were there. So they blindfolded me with

a towel and they made it stiff so that I was not able to

breathe. My whole body trembled and I thought perhaps that

these were the bee's that they had mentioned earlier and

some other times they would make this knot loose and they



would ask me to tell the truth, but I insisted that there

was no other truth that I could tell. Then they took this

thing, and they put it here in my testicles and I had a

feeling as if my testicles were being twisted and being

pulled because I kept on saying I don't know, I don't know,

very fast.

MS MAYA: As your body was trembling, what were they doing?

MR CALU: They were administering some electric shocks.

MS MAYA: Who was administering this electric shock?

MR CALU: I couldn't see because they had blindfolded me

with a towel, but I could feel me whole body trembling.

MS MAYA: How long did this take place?

MR CALU: For about 15 minutes, but they would give me a

relief and once again. Then in this car there was Ngobe,

there was Nokasi, there was Dumse. Then they asked why

Pinkise had been arrested, then they said that Pikinse was

brother to Nokasi and so ultimately Pikinse was released.

Then one White man asked that I should be released and

then one said Ngashla was the commander of the action

committee that does this toy toy.
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They took off my hat and then one person was insisting

that I be released and they asked to release me and they

asked me to go away and I went home and found my mother.

MS MAYA: Then, when was the next arrest?

MR CALU: I want to say what I want to say before that. It

was early on a Sunday. I then consulted Dr Moodley, using

someones medical aid card because I was on the run. Dr

Moodley examined me and asked what had happened to me. Then

I told him that the police had electrocuted me and he

explained to me several things saying that these people had

exceeded in their administering of the electric shock and so

Dr Moodley asked me to take out two of my teeth that had

been damaged, so I had them extracted on Monday. So I again

went into hiding and the police still kept on looking for

me.

Then in 1987, we had escaped once more and I was in



Port Elizabeth living in Betram Street. Then my aunt who

came from Zwide, and she told me that she was sick and had

they had not gone to work and she was saying that she must

consult a doctor. This whole day, the policemen had been

moving up and down here in Betram Street, but, I had a hope

that they did not know me, but I was wrong. Then there was

a car facing our house. It was parked in Matitiba, facing

our house. My aunt asked that I should not accompany her

because there were policemen, but I refused. Then, as soon

as I got to Betrom, I saw some cars that were speeding

towards me and the policemen jumped out and they were facing

there fire arms towards me. They searched my whole body,

they searched me thoroughly, they took a walkie talkie and

they asked what was me name, and I told them my name was

Mongezi, and I could see that they were communicating.
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MS MAYA: Did you know these people who had arrested you?

MR CALU: No, I did not know them.

They took me to the house where I came from and they

again searched the house. They did not tell me what they

were looking for. Then, this Black man said to me, these

men are looking for a firearm.

MS MAYA: Did they get the firearm?

MR CALU: No, they did not get any firearm from me. They

took me to Louis Le Grange.

MS MAYA: What did they do to you there, did they

interrogate you there?

MR CALU: No, they said, yes, this is the one. This is the

one we are looking for.

MS MAYA: Who said that?

MR CALU: Jagter said this. That is a Uitenhage detective

who is now a Captain in Le Grange.

So, I spent the night there. The following morning, I

was called at about 6 o'clock in the morning and I went up

to the seventh floor where they were seated in a round table

and they asked whether I had a firearm, they asked this

question repeatedly and I told them that I did not have one.

Then, they took out a parcel and which had some soil inside



and they asked me, do you know anything about this? I

looked at it, and I could see that it was mine, and then I

was scared.

MS MAYA: Did you know this parcel that was shown to you?

MR CALU: Yes, I knew that it was mine, but to them, I

denied that it belonged to me. I then identified this

parcel. Then, they opened this parcel. It had some bullets

for a 9mm fire arm, there were 45 of these bullets. Then

they opened another plastic, there was a magazine with 15
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bullets and a magazine and they asked, where is the main

part of this cassette, then I said to them, I know nothing

about this thing. They asked about the bullets of the 9mm,

I said I knew nothing about it. Then they said Lulamile,

your sister said that these belonged to you, and I denied

it. They kept on interrogating me, trying to get the truth

and then one Coloured person, who's name was Campbell,

because I could understand them as they were speaking

Afrikaans, that I heard that his name was Campbell, then he

again asked me, do you know anything about the bee's, and

then I said that I know the bee's. But I said to him that I

know nothing about bee's.

Then he made me sit down, I want to demonstrate how he

made me sit down. This is how I sat, and there was a stick

just layed here on my hands. I had to hold the stick. They

call this action of sitting the helicopter, so they would

cover me with plastic and tie it very tight, so as to

suffocate me. They again used the thing a doctor uses when

he is trying to determine your blood pressure and they

tightened it and I was hanging in one of the tables, and

they would do this for five minutes, then relax and then go

back once more and all this time, they were asking me who

things these were.

So, they ultimately said that these things belonged to

me, then they asked with whom was I staying, then I said I

was staying with Aubrey and Tini, because if they wanted to

go there, they were not going to find them. Then they kept

on torturing me for about 10 days, following the same



procedures as that on the third day. I appeared in court

and there was an allegation that I owned all these things,

that was in May.
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Then, from the court, I was locked in, in Algoa Park

and I was there for three days, and then transferred to La

Grange. For this whole month, people at home did not know

anything about my whereabouts. Then, on the 5th, I saw

someone in court and sent a message to my family that I was

in Le Grange. And then Vanessa came on the 5th, saying that

it is long that they had been looking for me. Then, Vanessa

said she was late and promised to come back the following

day and she came and already was from upstairs and Vanessa

said, you are being charged in this way, and she told me

what I was being accused of, And I had to appear therefore

on the 24 June, and my advocate was Mr Pillay, and Mr Pillay

got information from Campbell that a certain Mr X had

informed them with information.

The following day, they took my sister and made her to

agree that I was responsible for all this and they belonged

to me and this case was postponed and anyway, I was found

not guilty.

MS MAYA: Now, did you ultimately admit, do you ultimately

know who brought this parcel to the police?

MR CALU: Even now, I am still wondering about who brought

this, because when we were hiding these things, there were

three of us, it was me, Abrey and Kiki. So I was worried

when this parcel landed in the wrong hands, landed in the

hands of the people who were not there.

MS MAYA: Where are they now? Did you ask them about this

parcel?

MR CALU: What about it?

MS MAYA: That who actually took it to the police.

MR CALU: People say, I noticed this. Jagter said that all

comrades are working for us and he said to me, in 1986, I
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once planned to get to Durban, and I denied because I had



not gone there. We had planned to go there, but our plans

got aborted. So, I did not follow the comrades, but I was

very happy that this person was found and I was not the

informer. All I knew was that this Mr X was one of my

friends.

MS MAYA: Then, how has this torture affected your health?

MR CALU: When the police tortured me, they affected my

health. Some other times I feel that my body becomes

painful even if it is in the morning. They did not only

electrocute me, but the kicked me as well, but what mostly

effected me was the electric shock that I was subjected to

and it caused a lot of damage.

MS MAYA: What is your request to this Commission?

MR CALU: I didn't mention, here when they were writing this

statement, that I would like this Commission to take note of

this, that this was not done to me because I was Ngahle, but

they were trying to damage the idea that we as Black could

think we could liberate this country. So all this happened

under the conditions of discouraging the various structures

and they various organisations that were fighting for

freedom of this country, all this was not directed to me but

it just happened that I got affected. It was politically

motivated.

Then, I am asking this Commission, I know that there

isn't much that it can do, but I recognise it as it was

appointed by the government, perhaps it has the power that

we as all the victims here in South Africa, could especially

those who got disabled during this struggle, because looking

at the other countries, I find that incidents of this

nature, were happening, but their governments did attend to
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their victims, and those people got some compensation

because these people did give their lives in this battle for

the people. If perhaps I had not joined the struggle,

perhaps my mother would still be alive, she died because I

was arrested, repeatedly, and this greatly affected her

life.

MS MAYA: Could I ask you that you should allow me to help



you so that we could conclude. Your request is that there

should be projects for job creations, those are the people

who could not further their education because of the

tortures of that time, and even those who are still at

school should be assisted to go back to school and even

those who are disabled, should be assisted through, because

they definitely had some goals. So if they were to be

assisted to achieve their ambitions, you would feel very

comfortable?

MR CALU: Yes, I did say so. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

--------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

REVD. XUNDU: We would like now with your permission we would like to swear Mpompi in.

MPOMPI MELFRED DLOKOLO: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We thank Revd. Xundu, and we welcome you Mr Mpompi Melfred Dlokolo before this Commission.
You have come to give evidence about yourself and about the way you were tortured and we are going to hand you over
to Revd. Xundu who is going to question you on behalf of this Commission.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mpompi, what is your clan name?

MR DLOKOLO: I am Tkisa Nandebi.

REVD. XUNDU: We thank you. Could you tell us briefly about your story. Who are you, where were you born, are you
married, do you have children?

MR DLOKOLO: I don't have any wife, I only have someone living with and we have some children. I don't have a wife,
I live with someone because but I am considering her as my wife because I have got three children with her. My clan
name is Tsana.

REVD. XUNDU: Do you have one person living with you?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, I have one person I am living with.

REVD. XUNDU: Continue with your story.

MR DLOKOLO: My clan name is Tsana Koboyi. I was born of a fat man family.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you Ndebe. Could we now get into the actual matter? You say in 1995, what were your
activities politically?

MR DLOKOLO: I was a member of the Action Committee.

REVD. XUNDU: You have mentioned that you were a "General". What do you mean?

MR DLOKOLO: No, that was just a name I was given - that I was the General.

REVD. XUNDU: You continue to say, could you give us therefore a full picture of what was bothering the people at the
time which led to the formation of the UDF. What were the people claiming for? I would like to know how was the
situation here in Uitenhage which led to the formation of the UDF? How were the activities politically of the residents
here?



MR DLOKOLO: The situation was very bad here in Uitenhage because at the time of my arrival here, I joined people
who were politically involved because I felt there was a call for it. One other thing is as an outgoing person I've got
friends all over, even in Transkei and East London.

REVD. XUNDU: So what used to happen?

MR DLOKOLO: I'm coming closer to what you want. I came back in July and we were going to play a match on a
Sunday, so I came back on a Saturday evening. There were some other men who were in my company.

REVD. XUNDU: Is that just before July. In your statement you have mentioned that one of your duties as a member of
the Action Committee was to discourage the operations of the Councillors. What were the names of these Councillors.

MR DLOKOLO: They were Matibesa, Mr Vena and Mr Korbega.

REVD. XUNDU: There is one you have not mentioned, but you have written down in your statement.

MR DLOKOLO: They were Matibesa Kwelega, Mr Vena.

REVD. XUNDU: What about Kinikini?

MR DLOKOLO: No, Kinikini did not live in Despatch, because I live in Despatch.

REVD. XUNDU: But in your statement you have mentioned his name.

MR DLOKOLO: No, I am sorry if I mentioned Kinikini's name, that, I am not making a mistake, I did not mention
Kinikini's name.

REVD. XUNDU: Ok. Let us continue. You say you were trying to discourage the operations of the Councillors?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes. We first asked them whether they were handling people properly, why would they go to meetings
and not bring a report back to the people and then we disagreed on this matter. We then decided to raid and go for them.

We first met their females and told them that, we asked them whether they say what was happening, but some of them
were friends to these Councillors, some of them were scared.

REVD. XUNDU: So, you came back in 1985?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes. There was a police raid and there was the day of the match Wallaby's playing against a certain
rugby lot. I wasn't going to play. There is one guy from the Tsinani family that was going to play and the match was
going to be very tough and they felt that he was not going to be fit to play, so I decided to play in his place, but I said to
him these men are going to go round looking for him.

I was dressed in the rugby uniform and then Herber came driving a white Sierra and he went round and turned
somewhere, then there was a yellow Rover.

REVD. XUNDU: Did the match continue?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, it continued and we were being beaten. I said to my co-players. One of them was Smartie
Kakula. That match was really fascinating, only to find that it was going to be this incident.

REVD. XUNDU: Alright, let's do it this was Ndebi. Let's now confine ourselves to the actual arrest and you had to stop
playing, let's talk about that.

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, I am going to follow that so as not to leave out any points.



So, this ball hit the centre and he fell down and the referee was confused to an extent that he gave the points to us. I then
asked our scrum half to pass on the ball and with the intention that I was going to score and I just did exactly that. It was
the last time I remembered, because two people came and they held me and they said "Your name is Mpompi", then I
said "No, I am not Mpompi", then they asked me to get into a hippo - and these were soldiers - and whilst in that hippo
they were talking and I could see that they were talking and I said to them, they are wasting my time, I want to go and
play and they said, "No, you will never again have any chance to play, we have got you", then I said "Then you don't
know who you are looking for", then someone said, "You should not keep him here in this hippo" -so I gave in.

There is one man who was clapped and fell down and I was very worried, so I handed myself over, I gave my rugby
jersey to my player.

REVD. XUNDU: Then you were arrested Tsana. Just tell us exactly, you were arrested now, what happened?

MR DLOKOLO: I was in a hippo and then I was transferred into the Rover and there were two of the players, one of
them, the centre and the wing who were playing in the same match and they were asked "Do you know this person?"

I was asking them not to say they were residents there and I was saying I was coming from Port Elizabeth. We were
players in Port Elizabeth together and Gerts came and said the two should alight from the van. We went off, at the
police station they did not put me into a cell. They put me outside and I could see if I had attempted to run away, they
were going to shoot me because as a Xhosa boy there was something that I was using.

REVD. XUNDU: What is it that you were using?

MR DLOKOLO: There was something that I was using, but this thing is not with me now, I left it in a particular Kombi.
So what happened is, whilst I was there, Jimmy came, Jimmy Klaas, and . . .

REVD. XUNDU: What was this Jimmy Klaas?

MR DLOKOLO: Jimmy Klaas was a Uitenhage here in, he was a resident here in Uitenhage, but he used to help the
policemen to kill us. He was a businessman. All over he had businesses and he wanted to be the only business. He was a
very wealthy man and he said to me "Why did you burn my shop", then I said "I didn't, you don't even know me", and
then he said "No, I know who you are, you are Mpompi" - and someone confirmed.

I could hear some cars driving in, these people had come to see this person and when Gerber came, he said "So this is
the Mpompi", then another foreigner from Port Elizabeth came - Faleni knows a lot about this - and he could give more
information about this. He came and there were three whites with me and they were saying they were going to have a
braai and I knew they were referring to me, so I asked for water - I knew this charge office very well, then I went to
some place but they kicked me and they asked me "Don't you know where the tap is?"

I wanted to make use of my things so that they should not assault me, but as I was doing that, I was clapped by Faleni, I
reversed.

REVD. XUNDU: Were you in Humansdorp?

MR DLOKOLO: No, I wasn't in Humansdorp. I was still here and I had been arrested at 5.00pm and from the police
station where they were beating me they took me to a certain river and they dipped me in there. There are some roads
there, when I got there, they asked me to alight from the Kombi - there were six cars there.

I have seen some of those men who were there at the time. They are now no longer dressed in their uniform - I don't
even care for them.

REVD. XUNDU: What happened?

MR DLOKOLO: They were there, yes, and they are here even now.



REVD. XUNDU: Do you know their names?

MR DLOKOLO: I don't know their names, but they lived here. What happened is that, I can't understand the policemen
who are here, don't do anything here, but policemen from other places come and do several things here and then it goes
on like that and then if there is a parade and you want to identify the person who has assaulted you, you can't find the
person and you are made a fool of.

They asked me to undress and I said "No, I am not going to undress because it is chilly" and I had been so much
exposed to cold after playing in the match. There were some of them sitting and Faleni who grew up before me, and he
was one of the policemen, he is now a Lft. he was promoted because of what he did to me. He is still a policemen here
in Uitenhage, he is working for the special branch. He lives in Dwessie.

When I was released I saw him and he did not realise it was me.

REVD. XUNDU: So, what happened?

MR DLOKOLO: They assaulted me. I did not undress. They tore the clothes into pieces. They put me into a white sack
and they tied the top, there was a rope that they used, so they would use this rope with a hook.

They said to me I was going to get into this sack and I said to them "No, you are not going to put me into any water,
cold as it is", so they asked me "Who were your comrades?" There was a list of names and I was the first on this list
followed by Tobula Busako and next was Lulamile Tonsi, there were others like, Makiki, there must have been someone
who had given these names to them, because these people did not know us.

I told them I was not going to get into the sack, then they pushed me in by force. I took an advantage that they had
handcuffed me then I decided to dive into the water and they kept me under water for some time, but I had breathed in
sufficiently, then they kicked me vigorously. I was not crying, they again then dipped me into the water, I again
managed but water managed to get in through the mouth and my stomach was full of water and they stamped on my
stomach and water came out of my mouth and I was crying.

I kept on pleading with Faleni, that "Oh, you as black as you are, why do you torture me like that?" and Faleni said -
Faleni again dipped me into the water for the third time and they kept me under water for some time and I stayed there. I
gave in, I was kicking in this sack and I was uncomfortable. I was trying to send a message that I couldn't breathe any
longer, so they took me out and they took me out of the sack and put me outside.

I looked at where they were standing, but I was not intending to run away because there were many of them. They took
out a gas stove and they had a braai as they had indicated earlier. I asked that I wanted to relieve myself and that was a
mistake, they asked me to lie on this sack and they pressed me on the stomach and then water came out through all the
openings - they braaied and they asked me to dress up, so what happened is that they gave me a blanket that they had
got from somewhere and they covered me and put me in the back seat of the car.

There were many cars driving in still - and we were driving towards town, driving to Uitenhage. It was dark, at about
8.00pm. I thought we were coming here only to find that they were on the Durban road. I could not even see anyone that
I could talk to. I thought they were now going to kill me.

We drove past Nboshleli location towards Rocklands and facing Jeffreys Bay. When we got to Jeffreys there was an old
white man who was going to take care of me, because what they were doing is they were transferring people from one
place to the other.

I still remember some people from Knysna, I would meet in Orange Free State. Whilst I was still in the van a Kombi
drove and all the other cars followed. We were getting to Humansdorp and when we got to that destination, again we
met another white old man who directed us to a cell and there had been a white man who had committed suicide and I
could see his hair and I could not sleep. I even had to talk aloud because of fear and say "I am not responsible for your
death" - I could not sleep until morning, because I was scared. This old man asked whether I was not hungry, so he
bought food for me.



REVD. XUNDU: Now, let's agree you were there for a week and then they came for you?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes.

REVD. XUNDU: What happened thereafter?

MR DLOKOLO: They again took me and tortured me that other side. There is a farm not far from Humansdorp - as you
go down there are also some bushes and then we go round those bushes and Faleni said I should go and collect wood. I
said "No, I am not going to".

REVD. XUNDU: Is Faleni the only person who you knew?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, Faleni was the only black amongst whites. One of these white policemen was from Port
Elizabeth.

These were the two people who were torturing me. Faleni was asked to accompany me to go and collect wood so that
they could make a braai, because we were heading for Uitenhage. Then I refused, I said there is grass, there is no wood.
I didn't even plead, I just refused, so they made their braai next to the Kombi, then I had my thing, I was holding it fast
and I was sure they were not going to do anything to me. So, we went to the police station, that is where I was going to
take an oath, before Kayamier who could see - Kayamier was a Judge in Humansdorp and the could see that I was
bleeding.

REVD. XUNDU: Is it not Kanemeyer, or is it Kayamier? I know him very well, so you went there to take an oath?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes. Then I said "No, I am not going to take any oath, because I know nothing", so they said rather
than you being kept in custody there are people who are going to give evidence against you, you remember that all the
people in the location were arrested. I remembered that, but I was not one of those, because I had this protection that I
had.

The people who were arrested on a Tuesday . . .

REVD. XUNDU: So you took an oath ultimately?

MR DLOKOLO: No, I did not.

REVD. XUNDU: What happened?

MR DLOKOLO: I was transferred from there to Uitenhage and some of the people who were there, who were
coloureds, are still here today - in this hearing - and I was sentenced.

REVD. XUNDU: In what court were you sentenced?

MR DLOKOLO: I was sentenced in a Regional Court.

REVD. XUNDU: Where was the sitting?

MR DLOKOLO: Here in Uitenhage. I was sentenced to 23 years in jail.

REVD. XUNDU: What was the charge actually?

MR DLOKOLO: It was a charge of a school, a hall and a beer hall.

REVD. XUNDU: How many years did you serve out of the 23?

MR DLOKOLO: I served seven months.



REVD. XUNDU: When were you released?

MR DLOKOLO: I was released in 1991.

REVD. XUNDU: How were you released?

MR DLOKOLO: We were released at the time the President was released, when the political prisoners were released.
There used to be lawyers coming to us and they would ask where we came from and so on.

REVD. XUNDU: So, you are out now and you have come to the Commission. What is your wish. What do you want
this Commission to do for you.

MR DLOKOLO: My problem is that, even now, when this Kombi came to fetch us, they found me with my mother . . .

REVD. XUNDU: And what about your living-in?

MR DLOKOLO: No, she has got her own house now.

REVD. XUNDU: So, you know live with your mother?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, but the person I live with sometimes visits me. I get some part-time jobs and some other times
she sells vegetables.

REVD. XUNDU: What is your wish then?

MR DLOKOLO: It is that if you could take care of me and my children, because I have got a problem with my rib. I
was on treatment, but the place were I get this treatment is very far and I don't have the money. I have got three children.

REVD. XUNDU: What is the mother to the children doing and what is your mother doing?

MR DLOKOLO: My mother has got a pension and she is still very strong and she is mentally disturbed to an extent that
people have got to take care of her.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

This Mr Gerber you mentioned, is it the same as the same one as mentioned by Mrs Vena earlier on?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Another name you mentioned is Jimmy Klaas, is that so?

MR SANDI: Is there any other name that Jimmy Klaas has?

MR DLOKOLO: Yes, his other name is Ntzozo, but he is trying to play coloured.

CHAIRPERSON: Mpompi Melfred Dlokolo we thank you for your evidence as submitted before this Commission and
even everything you said in your story and we are going to take note of everything to an extent that we shall get to some
agreement or decision and if there is any further investigation to be done we shall come back to you. For now we should
say thank you.

-----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are going to call our next witness. The next one is Nomangesi Sylvia Gavu. Ms Maya is going to
lead you Nomangesi.

NOMANGESI SYLVIA GAVU: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. I greet you Nomangesi. According to your statement you are going
to talk about your brother, Mzwabantu Gavu, who was also shot on this particular day.

We noticed that you said as a family at home you heard the gunshots outside. You went out to see what was happening,
is that correct?

MS GAVU: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: When you went out what was is that you saw?

MS GAVU: I went down the Maduna Street. There were people lying next to Station 16. The police didn't allow us to
get closer to see what was happening. We were next to the hall. The ambulances were there and they were transporting
people.

MS MAYA: When did you discover that your brother was also injured?

MS GAVU: On that particular day, the others who went with
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him came back, but he never came back. My other sister by the name of Nomsola went with that particular car to search
for the people who did not come back.

MS MAYA: How old was Gugulethu?

MS GAVU: He was 18 years old.

MS MAYA: Was he attending school?

MS GAVU: No, he was not at school.

MS MAYA: When you found him in that mortuary in Port Elizabeth, what happened to you, were you also called to the
Jubilee Hotel?



MS GAVU: Yes, my mother went to the Jubilee hotel.

MS MAYA: Was there any money that you received on that particular day?

MS GAVU: Yes, my mother received an amount of money which was about R9 000.

MS MAYA: Is there anything that you would like to add concerning this matter?

MS GAVU: Yes, there is something else that I would like to say.

MS MAYA: Can you go on.

MS GAVU: As a family at home, what affected us most is the fact that during his burial, this actually affected my
mother mostly because on that particular day, we last saw him on that day when the people were marching going to the
grave yard, we never got a chance to see him while the families of people were being shown to the bodies.

MS MAYA: Is there any requests that you would like to tell us?

MS GAVU: Yes, as victims who were killed because of our brother being the residents of Langa, I request that the
Commission must do something which is going to be a
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memorial. Something that if we look at it, this is going to remind us of the victims who were killed. For instance we
don't have proper facilities, things like halls and fields, soccer fields or whatever, sports ground.

MS MAYA: You said something about your mother's health. how is your mother's health?

MS GAVU: Since after that, my mother is not well. She is suffering from a stroke. I am here on behalf of my mother
now.

MS MAYA: Is there any treatment, or medication that your mother is getting?

MS GAVU: Yes, she is getting treatment from the hospital.

MS MAYA: Thank you, I am going to hand over to the commissioner, maybe he has got some questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

-------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Let us now proceed to Mr Goqo.

VUYISILE MICHAEL GOQO: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: As it has transpired, Mr Goqo, it has become evident that you were one of the ambulance drivers at Diaz at
the time of the incident, is that correct?

MR GOQO: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: And on this day, you were on duty, is that correct.

MR GOQO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Could you please come a bit closer to the microphone so that you could be more audible. Could you just
briefly tell us how long you had been employed at Diaz for, at the time of the incident?

MR GOQO: I was working at GM in Port Elizabeth and I left there after the labour relations soured before going to
Diaz.

MR SANDI: Could you just tell us what happened on this day in March 1985?

MR GOQO: I was stationed at Kwanubuhle, and we were all called to Uitenhage and Despatch to an incident that took
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place in KwaLanga. When we arrived there, there were ambulances and we got there and parked and we were told that
we would be called in. There were ambulances from Kirkwood and Patterson which were on the way and they met us
there. We kept asking each other what had happened and we were told, no, there has been a shooting incident.

MR SANDI: Mr Goqo, could you please just raise your voice a little bit so that you could be more audible, so that the
people at the back could also hear you.

MR GOQO: We got there and parked. I don't know what the name of the street is, and there were ambulances parked
there already that had come from nearby from the provincial hospitals and more ambulances. I got there and I parked
and we were told that we had to wait until we were called. More ambulances arrived from Kirkwood and Patterson and
those places and they joined us and we waited. We were told to wait until we were called. A yellow vehicle then arrived
from inside and called us and we all followed.



When we got there there were hippos that were parked in front of the police. The police were in front, the hippos were
behind, and more police lorries and Landrovers and so forth, and each person got out to go about their duties. I then
passed these policemen. Most of the ambulance drivers went to the right-hand side because some of the people fell in
something that's in like a valley there at No. 16 which something which seemed like a bridge. Most of the people were
on the right-hand side and most of the ambulance drivers went to the right-hand side. I thought no, everyone is going
that way, I am going to go this way, and when I went the other way, among these people, looking for those that were
still alive, I would pass over the deceased and I
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came across a child, and that is what disturbed me the most.

MR SANDI: When you saw this child, you were extremely disturbed?

MR GOQO: Yes, extremely.

MR SANDI: Is there anything that you did, any steps that you took, did you phone home or anything?

MR GOQO: After we had taken everyone to the hospital, to the provincial hospital, and after having cleaned the
ambulances and everything, I phoned home and asked them at home if anything had happened at home, it was as if
something might have happened at home as well because these people had been injured and passed away.

MR SANDI: These petrol bombs being mentioned by the police, did you see any of them at the scene of the incident?

MR GOQO: No, not even one, all you saw there was stones.

MR SANDI: And were there any other things that you saw at the scene of the shooting?

MR GOQO: Before I saw this child, I had a confrontation with somebody that was there, a policeman, because when I
was looking at this child being shot, I saw that above her eyebrow there was a hole which was smaller than a 5c piece. It
was clear that this child felt this wound before the child passed away and she was obviously holding it and lying on top
of it and had her hand on it, so I moved the child's hand.

MR SANDI: Approximately how old would you estimate this child to be?

MR GOQO: The child wouldn't even have been able to sit up yet. It was a small baby.

MR SANDI: Let us just go back to the hospital. At the hospital, was there any doctor there that you encountered?
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MR GOQO: There was, you can't say you couldn't see a doctor because even the time we were washing the ambulances,
I heard the ladies inside saying that this child has been shot.

MR SANDI: Did you see anybody there because in your statement you mentioned a Dr Nel?

MR GOQO: Yes, I saw him there at the scene and he was laughing, he wasn't doing anything.

MR SANDI: Was there anyone Dr. Nel was speaking to at the hospital.

MR GOQO: I did not notice him at the hospital, I noticed him at scene of the shooting, taking out cigarette after
cigarette.



MR SANDI: Did you appear before the Kannemeyer Commission in connection with this incident?

MR GOQO: Yes.

MR SANDI: What did you say before the Kannemeyer Commission. Could you just tell us very briefly?

MR GOQO: They wanted to know, they wanted information from me in connection with this child and I told them what
I had encountered and what the child had on. I described everything to the Kannemeyer.

MR SANDI: Were you called at work by your superiors wanting to know about the statement you made to the
Kannemeyer Commission?

MR GOQO: When I left court, I went home and I went to work the following day. I went to work in a Bravo, these were
the vehicles that were used to take us to work, near Vista University and when we approached Uitenhage I heard on the
radio that a certain person should not be included in the roll call and that was me. I was excluded from the roll
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call because in the mornings there is a roll call to tell you who was delegated to which duties for the day, and I was told
that I was excluded from the roll call and I gathered from that that I was being fired.

MR SANDI: Did they give you any reasons for dismissing you?

MR GOQO: Joor told me very well that after the shit that you spoke to Kannemeyer, I don't think that you'll ever get an
ambulance again.

Please excuse my language but I am merely saying what he said.

MR SANDI: Was there any letter that was written by the people at Diaz stating reasons for your dismissal?

MR GOQO: Yes, there was a letter, but I don't know what happened to it.

MR SANDI: Is that all you would like to say before this Commission?

MR GOQO: No, that is not all. After our dismissal, I went looking for work. I couldn't find work otherwise I
encountered places where I could possible find a position but I would be told, or I would give them my particulars and I
would find that I had to fill in a form and the person would take the form away, out of the office, going to phone Joor,
and come back and you would see by the expression on their face that I wasn't going to get the job.

MR SANDI: The period that Mr Berry describes at Church Street police station when you people were as drivers were
being told what to say in your statements were you present?

MR GOQO: Yes I was.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us what happened at the police station?

MR GOQO: We went in. There was a certain captain, I don't
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know who he is, and we were told to write down statements as I explained to the commission and we continued until we
got to the story about the child and we were told that that is sufficient and I also stopped and decided that I'm not going



to mention this child again.

MR SANDI: Do you mean Mr Goqo, that when you got to the police station there was a statement that was ready?

MR GOQO: We spoke at the police station and they wrote down and I thought that I am going to mention the child but
the Captain did not include that in his writing. He said that that was enough and that is were I stopped.

MR SANDI: In other words you mean that at the police station when they were taking your statement they did not give
you a chance, sufficient time to state everything that you had seen there?

MR GOQO: No, I did not get enough of a chance because there were many of us.

MR SANDI: Is that the reason why you did not mention the child in your statement?

MR GOQO: Yes, that is why. That is because they said that that was enough and I stopped.

MR SANDI: Mr Goqo, is that all you want to say?

MR GOQO: For now that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Goqo. There are very few people who would do what you people have done to
say what you had seen. Even today if this Commission has problems investigating these things because many people
saw these things, particularly in the police force but they will not come forward and say what they saw. Thank you very
much Mr Goqo, and Mr Berry.

Are there any questions?
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MS MAYA: Thank you Sir. Mr Berry I would prefer to direct my questions at you. The first question, when reading
through the newspaper clippings of the Kannemeyer Commission, it appears that there is a lady officer who was
employed by Diaz, who came with the testimony that the ambulances that were used by you and Mr Goqo normally,
were never used on this particular day, what can you tell us about this?

MR BERRY: That is a concern that I had since yesterday, because the ambulance, and I can assure you this, the
ambulance that I usually use was 660, the pride of the ambulance service at the time. I take pride in putting this to you
because one of the most important things of an ambulance man is to keep his ambulance in tip top form. Now the reason
why I say since yesterday it is a concern of mine is because even yesterday here were people I have mentioned to some
of these officers here, we testify here and we name peoples names, thus implicating some people and some of them are
here. Tomorrow you people as a Commission would go and find out whether this is a lot of lies or lies that we are telling
you. That is your duty I believe, but when trying to establish the truth, how much time have the people that listened in
yesterday and today and tomorrow or whenever they listened in, how much time have they got to destroy whatever you
are looking for. It is a point of concern to me. I'm saying this because you know, I've also got the paper clip of what
happened at the time and they for an example said that I used 661 which I did not use.

MS MAYA: Do you know how many ambulances the divisional council had at this time, how many ambulances?

MR BERRY: Oh, no no, that's impossible.

UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

8 BERRY

MS MAYA: Was it normal procedure that when there were emergencies of this nature, some of the ambulances were



not used, they were just kept there, not functioning?

MR BERRY: I'll tell you how the system works. Let me start at the beginning. If anything should happen here, right
now, any of us would phone the ambulance service. The first thing they would ask, is what happened, where did it
happen, what is the nature of what happened, and on what you are actually feeding them, they would dispatch the
amount of ambulances. If needs be, if they haven't got that amount available there, they would pull in ambulances from
other quarters. That is how the system works.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Berry, that is all.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Chairperson. I always thought that the story of Holanisa rang an echo from the past,
now it is coming back to my mind, it's your story of dismissal that was ringing from the past. It's not the same thing, but
I can't resist making the similarity. This Commission is about making sure that abuses of the past are not repeated so we
try and make sure that when people give their testimonies nothing of this sort is repeated.

MR SANDI: You mentioned that the incident of the child always comes back to you. It is something that remains in
your memory. I would like to hear from you, did you ever hear whose child it was, did anyone ever come forward to
identify this baby as their own?

MR GOQO: I heard something like that happened there at the hospital.

MR SANDI: Was the child's mother employed at the hospital?

MR GOQO: No, I was told that the mother had gone to the hospital to look for her child, it was long after we had
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spoken about it.

MR SANDI: The child's mother. Does anyone here know who's child that baby was. Nobody knows. In your statement
Sir, you mentioned that when you went back to wash your ambulance you saw a fire engine going towards the location
what was the fire engine going to do there?

MR GOQO: I think it was going to wash the blood at the scene of the shooting.

MR SANDI: Was it something normal?

MR GOQO: It was the first time I had seen something like that in Uitenhage, but because so many people had passed
away, what was going to wash the blood.

MR SANDI: That amazes me that it should happen so quickly, that the fire engines should rush to go and wash the
blood and yet when peoples places were burning, the fire engines took forever to get there.

My last question to you is going to be, in your statement you mention a Deputy Chief Heuwa who said to you that you
shouldn't say anything about this incident about what you had seen, or you shouldn't say everything to the people, is
there anything that you noticed, anything in particular that you thought that he was referring to you not having to speak
about?

MR GOQO: Heuwa was saying that at approximately 7:00, before we left to go home, he called all of us and said not
one of us must release any information to anyone outside, and we all agreed.

MR SANDI: In other words, this guy was trying to say that whatever you had seen, whatever you had seen that was
horrible and so forth, you mustn't mention to anybody? In other words, he was trying to protect the deeds of the South
UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE



10 V GOQO

African Defence Force and the police?

MR GOQO: That is correct.

MR SANDI: I said that lastly, so finally in your statement you mentioned a policemen who was speaking in Zulu, and
this policemen said to you, look at what you are doing otherwise you are going to die like these people, can you tell us
why this policeman spoke to you in this fashion?

MR GOQO: It was when I saw this child when I was tending to this child. This Zulu guy said, hey you, do your work,
leave that child, and I said to him, I was getting angry by then, and if I had a knife, I would have stabbed him at the
time, I would of attacked him, I had replied, I said to him, listen here you, don't you have any compassion, can't you see
that this is a baby. His gun was slung over his shoulder pointing up and he brought it down and I said to him, If you
think you are going to shoot you are boarding the wrong bus.

MR SANDI: In other words, you would be messing with the wrong person?

MR GOQO: Yes, but because by that time I was getting very angry.

MR SANDI: We are now going to proceed and listen to the evidence of the victims. We think we basically have an idea
of the events from there on, so from here on we are going to concentrate on people, when they take the stand, we ask
that they do not start at the beginning, we know what happened by we'll rather like to hear their stories based on the
evidence that we have heard, from Mr Nkobese's evidence through to the other witnesses. Just adding to that, their
details and also add to that how this incident affected their lives, and finally place their requests before the
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Commission and I think from there we are going to use this system because the witnesses were arranged in the order
that we received the story itself.

The people that are going to give evidence now are going to add their own perceptions to the evidence that we have
already heard and then place their requests before the commission.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Berry and Mr Goqo. I just want to say very briefly that we are grateful for the
testimony that you have given us as ambulance drivers. I want to say to you that Mr Berry says that there is a certain Mr
M W Anderson who was the secretary of the Diaz Divisional Council who told you that you were fired because you had
become an embarrassment to the council. He said that because you decided to stand for the truth, both of you, and
because you stood for the truth at that time you became an embarrassment to their Council.

I want to say that on behalf of the Commission we hope the time will come and it shall not be long when this nation will
pause and say you are not an embarrassment to this nation, you are in fact assets of this nation, because you stood for
the truth. We are hoping that the nation should pause one time to say that to both of you. We are aware of the requests
that you have made in terms of your dismissals and we are going to follow those up. You reminded us, both of you, that
there was a time in this country when standing for the truth cost a price, and those comrades that became comrades in
1990 and 1991 after that sometimes forget that, that there was a time in this country when standing for the truth cost
something. Some people lost their lives, others like the guy who was here lost their legs, their limbs.
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Others lost their loved ones and indeed many people when the crunch came decided not to stand for the truth because



they preferred to nurse the opposition in light.

You told us of a Mr Pillay and a Mr Schulz who say that they did not see the child. You stood there and said that you
saw the child. Thank you very much.

------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27/08/96 NAME: FUNDILE LAWRENCE GQUBULE

CASE: UITENHAGE

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________

CCHAIRPERSON: Can we now ask Mr Fundile Lawrence Gqubule to

take over. Thank you Mr Nkobese. We are going to ask the

next witness to come forward.

FUNDILE LAWRENCE GQUBULE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Let me start off by making sure about some

details. Do you stay in number 26 Sedidi, Khayelitsha?

MR GQUBULE: Yes, it is like that.

CHAIRPERSON: At the time there was a shooting in Uitenhage

in 1985, were you a resident here?

MR GQUBULE: Yes, it is like that.

CHAIRPERSON: What street were you staying?

MR GQUBULE: It was number 14 at Gunsi Street.

CHAIRPERSON: Is this Gunsi Street near this spot of

shooting in Maduna Street?

MR GQUBULE: No, it's not near.

CHAIRPERSON: I observe that you are in a wheelchair. Is

this as a result of an injury when there was a shooting?

MR GQUBULE: Yes, it's like that.

CHAIRPERSON: Could you explain, Mr Gqubule. Where were you

on this particular day, and what actually happened?

MR GQUBULE: On this day, on a Tuesday morning, I just had a

bath and I heard some freedom songs and I went out and I saw

a crowd moving toward Maduna. Then I stood on the roof of

the house because I couldn't see clearly. At the time I
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was looking at Maduna, I saw a hippo that was driving

amongst the people as the people were standing waiting for

the bus. So I saw this hippo dispersing the people. Then

there were some South African Defence Force next to Maduna,

so I stood there watching the people who were being chased



and the hippo trying to disperse the people. Then I saw a

group of people moving down Maduna and so I went down the

road and I went up Gonchi Street and next to the hall I

joined the crowd and we were chanting freedom songs. There

was a hippo just in front of us, and it drove past and

stopped next to the John Wesley Church. They were chasing

us. Then that is the last I can remember because I just

heard some bullet sounds.

CHAIRPERSON: At what stage were you hit by a bullet?

MR GQUBULE: It was at Khlamthini when I was hit by a bullet

and I heard some shooting sounds and I felt something on my

right ankle and people were turning around and running and I

don't know what happened. Then I lay there on the ground.

I was the first person to be taken and I could see some

people were being shot and I could see these people lying

down there on the ground, they had some bottles placed on

their hands.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were lying there on the ground, what

did you see?

MR GQUBULE: I saw a helicopter.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any policemen that were moving up

and down next to you as you were lying there on the ground?

MR GQUBULE: Yes there were.

CHAIRPERSON: What were they doing?

MR GQUBULE: People were being kicked and they were being

shot. Some were being pulled out of the bridge.
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CHAIRPERSON: In your statement you said there was a boy who

was riding a BMX bicycle, do you see that boy here now?

MR GQUBULE: Yes I do see him.

CHAIRPERSON: What is his name?

MR GQUBULE: His name is Kwanele Bucwa.

CHAIRPERSON: You fell down and you were shot, then how did

you get to the hospital?

MR GQUBULE: As I was lying there in pain, I decided not to

scream because most people were being killed and were

screaming. I was then put into the first ambulance together

with Nlungi Simclagahle and some other people.



CHAIRPERSON: Now would you say how long did this shooting

take place?

MR GQUBULE: I would say for about an hour.

CHAIRPERSON: As you were lying there, were they still

shooting?

MR GQUBULE: Yes, they were still shooting and people were

coming from shacks in Nimkhi who were coming to join some

people from section 15 and they were being shot.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there anything that was said by these

policemen at the time that there was shooting? What were

they saying?

MR GQUBULE: I didn't hear anything because I was really in

deep pain at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: How did this affect this shooting? How did it

affect your body, how did it affect your health? Is there

any medical treatment you are getting?

MR GQUBULE: There is none. What happens is when it is

overcast my body becomes stiff.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all you have to say Mr Gqubule, as to

what you saw on this particular day?

UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

4 G GQUBULE

MR GQUBULE: I was transferred from the Uitenhage hospital

to a hospital in Port Elizabeth were I met Lungi Sinlagashe.

CHAIRPERSON: Were they also shot?

MR GQUBULE: Yes they were.

CHAIRPERSON: Would you explain what you saw in hospital,

what did you see in hospital?

MR GQUBULE: I saw a lot of policemen, they were all over

the place, inside and outside, and some people were sneaking

out of the hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any policemen in the hospital?

MR GQUBULE: Yes there were.

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Khaan you say is the one who examined you

in hospital, what did he say was the cause of the injuries

you had?

MR GQUBULE: He said they had shot me on the spinal cord and

he said they could not take out the bullet because if they



had to do that I would be completely paralysed.

CHAIRPERSON: Now you say, as you are sitting there, there

is a bullet that is embedded here in your body?

MR GQUBULE: Yes it is there.

CHAIRPERSON: Is this the cause of it that when it is

overcast you feel some pain and your body becomes stiff?

MR GQUBULE: Yes I would say that is the cause.

CHAIRPERSON: Have you ever briefed any lawyer about this

matter?

MR GQUBULE: No.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were called which in Jubilee Hall,

what was happening?

MR GQUBULE: I was in hospital at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: So you actually did not go to Jubilee Hall?

MR GQUBULE: No, I didn't go, it is only my parents who went

UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

5 G GQUBULE

there.

CHAIRPERSON: What did they say to you when they came back

from Jubilee Hall?

MR GQUBULE: They said to me, there were discussions with

the White people and they had been promised that some tax

would be sent to them.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any cheque that your parents

received?

MR GQUBULE: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any money that was given to you for

this shooting?

MR GQUBULE: There is some money I got. Some people from

the bank came to me whilst I was in hospital and so I

signed, I was still in hospital at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all you have to say?

MR GQUBULE: On my way from 27, I was forced to go back to

Cape Town because after I had been shot I had abscess and

some fluid coming out of my knees, so I had to go back to

Conradie Hospital because this left leg was giving me

problems and it was to be amputated.

CHAIRPERSON: By being here, Mr Gqubule, what is your actual

wish, or your request to this Commission?



MR GQUBULE: My request to this Commission is that they

should see to it that we should have some sports fields for

the paraplegics. I used to be a soccer player.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Gqubule for your explanation, I

can now hand over to the Chairperson so that if any of my

colleagues here have got any questions they should pose them

to you.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Gqubule, can you hear me?

MR GQUBULE: Yes, I can hear you.
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PANEL MEMBER: How old were you when you were shot?

MR GQUBULE: Round about 20 something.

PANEL MEMBER: Mr Gqubule, we want to be able to determine

the impact of your injuries. Would you please describe a

day in your life starting when you get up, to determine how

you cope on a day to day basis?

MR GQUBULE: When I wake up in the morning, I just try to

exercise a little bit and I take a bath. My wife usually

dresses me and I have breakfast, and visit friends, nothing

else.

PANEL MEMBER: So it means that without the assistance and

support of your wife, it would be difficult for you to

function on a day to day basis, is that correct?

MR GQUBULE: That is correct.

PANEL MEMBER: You say that you were an athlete before your

injuries?

MR GQUBULE: That is correct.

PANEL MEMBER: Before your injuries, what were your dreams

and your plans for your future?

MR GQUBULE: I was dreaming of being a sportsman and an

educated person, but because of the fact that we were very

poor and my parents and I did not have a lot of facilities.

PANEL MEMBER: Mr Gqubule, this is a very difficult question

but I need to ask you. On a day to day basis when you think

about what could have been, and what is now, what goes

through your mind, and what emotions are surfaced in you?

MR GQUBULE: It is very painful to see myself in this

condition. When I see other people I just think that if I



was not in this condition I was going to be somewhere else

just like a certain person.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you, my last question. I know you
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haven't really asked for anything, but you also say you are

not receiving treatment. I ask again, is there anything you

would like the commission to take care of?

MR GQUBULE: I would like to have a better wheelchair than

the one I have right now.

PANEL MEMBER: And continued medical care?

MR GQUBULE: I don't think I need any special treatment

medication, besides the fact that sometimes I'm trembling.

I think it is because of this bullet that is in my body.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Chairperson, I might want to

come back to Mr Gqubule when we summarise at the end. Thank

you.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya is going to lead the next witness.

MS MAYA: Just before we leave Mr Gqubule. Your life is in

this condition today, I want to get clarity, when you think

back, who is responsible for this?

MR GQUBULE: I can say it is Boers, I only know that I'm

here today, I am like this because of the Boers.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Gqubule.

--------------------
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DATE: 28.08.96 NAME: KHULULEKILE MATTHEW HENS

CASE: - UITENHAGE

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________CCHAIRPERSON: Could we
call forward the next witness, Khululekile Matthew Hens.

KHULULEKILE MATTHEW HENS: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Hens, we welcome you. We were supposed to have gotten your
evidence yesterday, and then we intended that we would get your evidence in the
morning, but we couldn't, and then, because you were not there in the morning.

PANEL MEMBER: Let me greet you Mr Hens first, and whilst we are summarising.
When I read your story, and your pain, you complain that there was an attempt to
have you murdered, which if it could of succeeded, you would have been one of
those people mentioned as the late people. Who shot you on this particular day?

MR HENS: I can't explain who shot me, because I went out of the house, going to
the shop, and then that is when I was shot, and then I lost consciousness, up to
the time when my parents came and I was in hospital. That was two weeks
thereafter the incident. That is when I regained consciousness.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you say that this attack occurred on the 23 March 1985?

MR HENS: Yes.

PANEL MEMBER: What time of the day was it?
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MR HENS: It was round about 8:00.

PANEL MEMBER: Was it dark?

MR HENS: Yes, it wasn't completely dark, but it was at sunset.

PANEL MEMBER: Did this incident occur at the time when a lot of people were
being killed here in Uitenhage?

MR HENS: Yes, day time they had killed Mr Kinikini, and then I was shot that
very same evening.

PANEL MEMBER: Were you staying in the same street as Mr Kinikini?

MR HENS: No, he lived in Mabanhle and I live in Insa.

PANEL MEMBER: The day Mr Kinikini was murdered, you went out of your home, and
it was a sunset, and you were going to the shot, is it like that?



MR HENS: Yes, it is so.

PANEL MEMBER: And on your way, getting to the shop, you heard some gun shots?

MR HENS: Yes, it is like that.

PANEL MEMBER: Were they coming from far, or were these people shooting nearby?

MR HENS: One other fact is that as I was crossing towards the shop, and I was
walking on the left hand side, the policemen were able to hide, so I did not
actually see them. They were hiding since they were the people who were
shooting.

PANEL MEMBER: So, where were you shot?

MR HENS: I was shot on the head.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you get any medical treatment?

MR HENS: I was in Port Elizabeth, in a hospital and then taken to jail, and then
I was taken to consult some doctors and specialists in Port Elizabeth, and these
specialists
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told me that this bullet could not be extracted, because it was next to the
brain. If they were to operate, I would run mad, or I would die, and then I
decided that they should leave it as it was.

PANEL MEMBER: In all, you say as you are sitting here now, this bullet is still
here in your head?

MR HENS: Yes.

PANEL MEMBERS: Are there any other people after you had been shot, whom you
heard were also killed in that very area where you had been shot?

MR HENS: At the time I was sent to hospital, I couldn't see clearly, I couldn't
see the people, I would just hear voices.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you perhaps hear that there were some other people who may
have been shot at this very same scene where you had been shot, or at the very
same time you were shot?

MR HENS: I didn't hear anything, perhaps there could have been some people who
had been shot.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you ever go to a lawyer to go and brief any lawyer?

MR HENS: In my statement I did not mention that because what happened when I was
released from jail, that was the time when these lawyers of the struggle were in
one church and at the time, I could not see and my father was supporting me.

PANEL MEMBER: Did you appear before any court after you had been shot, and what
was the allegation?

MR HENS: When I was in hospital, for about two weeks, and on a Friday, I was
taken by the police from the hospital and they were saying that they were taking
me to Bongwana to
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work because they said that I was going to get a salary and they would take me
home. Then they put me in the police van to go and lock me up instead. I gained
consciousness when they were saying, he is one of them, and they were saying
this in Afrikaans. When I regained consciousness, I was in jail.

PANEL MEMBER: What was the allegation that was laid to you in court?

MR HENS: I couldn't see, and then there was one boy from the location who had
been shot, and this is the boy who gave me support whilst we were getting to
court. I heard a question that was asked by the court as to whether I used to
see properly before. I told them yes, I used to see properly but I wouldn't be
able to see clearly, so some other people took me back home.

PANEL MEMBER: Were there other people in this court who appeared and who were
accused with the same allegation?

MR HENS: There were some other people who appeared in court, but this boy had
been arrested as one of the people who were in a toyi toyi.

PANEL MEMBER: Are you perhaps getting any medical treatment from any doctor?

MR HENS: There is, I get it from the clinic, even this morning I had to go and
get the medical treatment from the clinic but I could not do so. That is the
reason I was late in the morning, it is because I had to go to the clinic to
collect my treatment and I therefore had to rush.

PANEL MEMBER: What do the doctors say these tablets are for?

MR HENS: They are for my fits because I have this bullet which led me to have
these fits.
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I have three children, and I used to work, so from 1995 up till now, which is 11
years now, I am unemployed, but when I consider that if I had not been shot, I
would be far by now.

PANEL MEMBER: Do you get any disability grand because you cannot work?

MR HENS: I did go to the social workers, and I got the disability grant.

PANEL MEMBER: Now, according to your statement, you have a request, the only
request you have, you say you want to know who the people are who shot you?

MR HENS: Yes, I would be delighted to know who shot me.

PANEL MEMBER: Is there any other requests you have?

MR HENS: In addition, the fact that I have this bullet in my head, I am useless,
I am like a dead person. My request is that if these people had not shot me, I
would have been able to build a home for my children, so as to leave them with a
home, even if I were to die.

PANEL MEMBER: Is that all you have to say?

MR HENS: I am asking this Truth Commission to help me with these problems I
have.



PANEL MEMBER: Thank you for your co-operation Mr Hens, I will hand over to the
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We are going to consider your requests as presented to this
Commission. We are going to help where we can, as you know that some of these
things have got to be forwarded to the State President of this country together
with his cabinet. Could you go back to your seat, and we thank you.

-----------------------
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CASE: UITENHAGE
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to call upon Mr Kumvusele William Jackson. Thank you Mr Jackson for your
presence, you are going to be led by Ms Maya.

KUMVUSELE WILLIAM JACKSON: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairman. How are you, Mr Jackson?

MR JACKSON: I am fine thank you.

MS MAYA: Now you say you had left home, intending to get to a funeral but on the way, there was a shooting, and you
realised that you had been shot when you could not move your leg and you lost your shoe, what actually happened to
you?

MR JACKSON: I tried to run away at the time of the shooting and I could see people behind me falling in great
numbers. I tried to run, but I just couldn't. Then I decided to check on my body and my foot, and I could feel that there
was something wrong with my foot. My knee was twisted and some bones were exposed so I could not walk, then I
decided to lie down and I pulled my body and I lay on my back and there was a helicopter where people were taking
photographs and then I saw one policeman I knew and I asked him, Mr Hlati why are you shooting us. Then he said, Oh,
you are
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still talking, and there were another two policemen which I think came from the Zulu Land, and then I lay down on my
back and then they asked, where had we been going, and they said no, we were telling lies, our intention was to go and
kill the Boers in town.

MS MAYA: Now who removed you from that place?

MR JACKSON: It was the ambulance, the drivers of the ambulance and they put us into the ambulance and drove us to
hospital.

MS MAYA: How long were you there?

MR JACKSON: I was there for 4 months.

MS MAYA: How do you feel now? How is your leg?

MR JACKSON: No, it is not better because I feel, I sometimes have some pain on the hip and I just can't function



properly. Even my leg sometimes have got some lumps.

MS MAYA: Does this still happen?

MR JACKSON: Yes, even now there is a hole here in my leg.

MS MAYA: Is there any treatment you are getting from a doctor or from a hospital?

MR JACKSON: Yes, I do go to the provincial hospital to go and get some treatment. Whenever I feel pain, they just
give pain tablets to me.

MS MAYA: Were you working at the time that you got injured?

MR JACKSON: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you then go back to work?

MR JACKSON: No, I couldn't go back in 1985. I then started working again in 1991.

MS MAYA: I think this injury must have affected your health and your life, and how has it affected you?

MS JACKSON: Yes, I would say it is working me in my mind
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such that I always feel bad when I can't do certain things that I used to do, and my younger brother who was there too
was shot dead.

MS MAYA: How did he die?

MR JACKSON: I was in hospital, then I got information that he also died because they had shot him on the head.

MR MAYA: Do you perhaps have any requests?

MR JACKSON: Yes, I have a request to forward to this commission. When he got injured, my brother was given R500
from the lawyers.

MS MAYA: When people were called to the Jubilee Hotel, did you get any amount?

MR JACKSON: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: Now, what is the request that you have?

MR JACKSON: I am asking that this Truth Commission should investigate about the money that was given to us, the
money that was given out by the government, because I learnt the government gave out R3 million and there 38 of us
who had to share this amount. My brother was only given R500 because they were saying that my brother was not
working, my brother was not at school.

MS MAYA: Do you know the names of these lawyers?

MR JACKSON: Yes, I do. He is Elton.

MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say?



MR JACKSON: Yes, that is my request. Thank you

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Jackson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Jackson and Ms Maya.

--------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Our next witness will be Sylvia Vuyelwa Ketse.

SYLVIA VUYELWA KETSE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela is going to lead you.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson. We greet you Sylvia. How do you feel?

MS KETSE: I am fine, thank you.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I see something here in your statement which was not here before, where you mention
that this Rastafarian guy kept on coming to the people and would then go back to the police and then you heard them
calling out to shoot. The Rasta went to the police then came back to us and he talked to the people in the front then he
again went back to the police van and then came to us once more and then there was a policeman who gave instructions
that they should shoot to death. Was this policemen talking on a load speaker?

MS KETSE: No, he was just speaking ordinarily.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So, at what stage were you shot?

MS KETSE: That is the time when I was shot, I saw people at UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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first falling down and I could make out that people were being shot and falling down and as I was trying to run away I
saw Blaauw who had fallen down and he had already been shot. Then I jumped over him and I ran and the policemen
were chasing us and some men came and they said I had been hit and they should take me, so they lifted me and the
policemen came and they hit me on the head but they did not actually hurt me.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Where are your bullet wounds?

MS KETSE: They are here on my head. I have got 14 bullet wounds and 2 on the head and even at the back.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Were these big bullet wounds, or were these small, were you hit by pellets?

MS KETSE: Yes, I saw one pellet.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So you were taken to Dr Mzimba?

MS KETSE: No, we were taken to a house in no.15 and then a certain car came to fetch us and took us to Dr Mzimba's



surgery.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So is it there where these pellets were taken out?

MS KETSE: These men were going to take these out, then they decided not to because they saw the police coming.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: This taking out of bullets and pellets, was it a usual practice in the location?

MS KETSE: No, I had never seen it before. It was going to be the first of this kind, but they did not actually do it
because they got scared of the police because the police were raiding the house in search of all the victims.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now could you explain to us how you were affected by this injury, health wise?
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is extremely cold I can't go and sell and now it is even two months that I have not been going. I have got three children
and they are of school going age but I cannot manage to keep them there, I am not even getting any grant.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Which hand is this?

MS KETSE: It is my left hand side, that is the hand that was shot.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Do you perhaps have any requests that you would like to say to this Commission?

MS KETSE: I am going to ask this government that they should educate my children and also give me some subsistence
of some kind.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson, we are sorry for the interruption.

You were still on the floor explaining to us, how you got affected from the injuries you sustained and also your wishes
for this Commission.

MS KETSE: I was saying that ever since I got shot I can no longer work and use my hand. I am a hawker and on cold
days I can not go there. Then that brings suffering and I have three children, so I am asking the government to educate
these children.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: How old are they?

MS KETSE: The oldest is 18 and he is doing Std.10. The next is 15 years old and he is doing Std.2. The youngest is 9
years old and he is in Sub.A.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Do they look up to you?

MS KETSE: Yes, they are my dependents.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Is there any other wish you perhaps have which you would like to say to this
Commission?

MS KETSE: No, I haven't got any other thing to say, thank
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you.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Ms Ketse.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to call upon Patrick Lulamile Kinikini.

PATRICK LULAMILE KINIKINI: (sworn states)

PANEL MEMBER: Welcome once again. Your evidence, your story, relates to your experience in detention, one of
torture and assault, which happened in 1985.

MR KINIKINI: It is like that, Sir.

PANEL MEMBER: Is it correct that you were arrested at home on the 21 November 1985?

MR KINIKINI: That is right, sir.

PANEL MEMBER: Would you like to tell us what happened after that?

MR KINIKINI: Yes, I can say. Firstly in August, I was at Hinsa and it was day time and it was in August. Policemen
came to my home, but I was not there. My mother told me that policemen had come to my home and they were
connecting me to a murder that had happened in Wamsa. This happened before November in 1985. On the 21st, I was
then arrested and the police came to my house and they shot my dog, whose name was Gypsy.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Kinikini, you can go on.

MR KINIKINI: My dog was shot. The police shot this dog. We were taken out, it was me and my brother. The police
took us out. They loaded us in the hippo. There was a
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policeman by Brent Sibuko and Faleni Enmasini.

They then took us to Church Street and they put us into separate offices together with my eldest brother, and when I was
in one of the offices, on the wall there was some blood, there were some sjamboks and some handles of some picks in
this very office. There was an interpreter for Pence, and he said to me that I should tell the truth otherwise this detective
was going to beat me to shit. Then I said that I didn't know anything about the allegations. Then he asked Masiba to go
and get his own things otherwise I was going to be beaten to shit. Then he came in with a bucket of water and some
soap and a plastic bag. As they had handcuffed me from behind, he then covered my head with this plastic bag and they
tied this plastic bag here on the neck and they poured this soapy water on top of my head and this suffocated me and this
water ran down my body and this man said, you tell the truth or this White man is going to beat you to shit.



Then I said to him, that I knew nothing about it. Then I kept on saying that he must tell this White man that I know
nothing about this allegation. Then he said that he could see that I didn't want to tell the truth and he is going to make
me tell the truth and then he took some car jumpers and he connected them to a plug, trying to administer some electric
shock. And the next time I regained my consciousness I was in the cell, and I had marks even here on my arms, and my
legs were swollen.

Then, while still in the cell, we were transferred to Channel Pants and we were given some tickets there. Then a certain
man came and pulled me by the chest, then I said that he mustn't hurt me because I was swollen and then he
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assaulted me with a baton. The head of the prison warden, Myburgh said to me that I should give him that ticket that
they had given to us previously. I gave it to him and then I thought he was going to protect me as they were assaulting
me. They Myburgh said, take him into the cell, in solitary confinement and they chained me and fed me on soup. And
then in the daytime they would give me three spoons of porridge and then later they would give me just ordinary water.

I was there for quite some time and released in December from the cell and I was taken to the section and I was there for
1986 to 1989 and I was sentenced in February 1988. And on the 22 February, we were to appear before the Supreme
Court in Grahamstown and the Judge said our parents had died in a car accident, so this court case had to be postponed
to March 1988.

We then went there to court in March, and the Judge in the Supreme Court, Judge Van Rensburg sentenced us like
cowboys. Our advocates, Shedi and Vanessa were there and then the Judge just said that I am going to sentence them
anyhow and then he said that we were going to be hanged. And some of us were give sentences of three years, and some
were going to be given six years.

When I was released in 1990, I discovered that I had no mother and I had not even attended her funeral because she died
when I was in jail and when I went out of jail, when I asked other parents, they said that they had got some
compensation to the amount of R21 000, some R14 000, but we didn't get any money for our mother because she died of
an accident. Even my father used to frequently consult and go and see Dr Kalstin because he had a heart condition until
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he died. So I was left with my brother at home who is very sickly, in fact he is insane, there is no one working there. In
fact I am the only one left, as if I am the oldest. We live by selling some things to the Whites, and in one day we are
therefore able to make a living out of the R50. I have to take care of my other sister and we just make small groceries
with this R50, so we are really struggling.

My brother who got burnt, his name was Mzokholo, he was living with my fathers brother.

That is what happened.

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Kinikini, for a very moving and incredible story. I just want to clarify one or two
things. The police who were involved in your arrest, and all those assaults and the torture, could you name them to us,
are they still policemen here in Uitenhage?

MR KINIKINI: Pentz is still there, Masiba is still there, Zibiko is still there, Faneli is still there.

PANEL MEMBER: Have you at any stage laid a charge against them, for what they have done?

MR KINIKINI: When this happened, the policemen were working together, that was at the time when these incidents



were happening, so it would be impossible to go and lay a charge against another policemen, you would be wasting your
time by so doing.

PANEL MEMBER: I understand what you saying about 1985, '86, but at this stage, how do you feel about that?

MR KINIKINI: Even my voice, this is not my natural voice, my voice became like this as a result of the assault, I don't
normally speak like this. This is not my natural voice.

PANEL MEMBER: Could I just also just clarify one other
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thing, how long were you in custody? Were you ever given bail, or did you spend all that time in prison?

MR KINIKINI: I was on trial for 5 days without any bail.

PANEL MEMBER: Just before I conclude, Mr Kinikini, we have listened to everything that you have said, but is there
anything in particular that you want to raise, that you want us to have a look at, that you want us to attend to?

MR KINIKINI: I would like to ask this Truth Commission to investigate my mother's case, because we used to be
referred to the lawyer by the name of Cronduur and Vanessa. If only you could investigate about my mothers matter.

Again, if you were to help me with the upbringing of my brother, because we don't have money, and my eldest brother
is insane so we are really struggling as a family. There is just no one working, so we are asking this Truth Commission
to assist us as a family, because even now, we don't have a water supply, because we are unable to pay.

PANEL MEMBER: We have heard what you have said and thank you for the evidence that you have given, I will hand
you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Kinikini. We are going to look into the requests that you have forwarded to us and
we shall try to the best of our ability to attend to them. Thank you, you can go back to your seat.

--------------------
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FIKILE KOBESE: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Fikile Nkobese let me first thank you for the evidence you are
going to give because this Commission has got to get a full picture as much as
possible and of the details and to know everything about what happened in every
part of the country. Firstly I must ask you these few questions. By the way, are
you a resident here in Uitenhage?

MR KOBESE: Yes I am a resident here.

MR SANDI: Even at the time this incident of the shooting occurred in 1985, were
you a resident here?

MR KOBESE: Yes I was even here at that time.

MR SANDI: I understand that in your brief statement that you submitted to us,
you were one of the people who participated in various organisations that were
fighting for the human rights and that there should be some improvement to the
life of the people.

MR KOBESE: Yes that is true. I was the vice president of the Eastern Cape UDF. I
was the organiser of the Trade Union.

MR SANDI: At this point in time, I would like to give you an opportunity to give
us a full picture as you promised about Uitenhage at the time when these people
where shot, so I hand over to you Mr Nkobese.
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MR KOBESE: Thank you officials, parents, comrades and friends. I feel privileged
that I should give this brief summary about the incident that occurred here in
Uitenhage at the time of the shooting of the people in Langa. Firstly I would
mention that it is of importance that we would see that the struggles and all
the other incidents here in Uitenhage are not isolated from those that occurred
in the country as a whole but the main aim was to change what was happening at
the time. Those times there were some reasons that made people to have the
perception that there was war where South Africans were being attacked, which he
refers to as the onslaught of the downtrodden. They used to use some guns and
also to tell lies and also to disturb peoples minds to cause conflicts and all
this lead to the killing of one another.

Many people were killed and these people used not to be able to explain why they
were killing one another. They would even feel embarrassed to tell what was the
cause of their human right of living was taken away from the people. Is was no
longer a right, it was as if people did not have the right to live but is was as



if it was a privilege that was granted to the people by the White government.

Lastly, what happened people were greatly affected. Besides the 20 years of
struggle from 1986 to 1986 which was divided in phases as people were trying to
liberate themselves, we now have got to go back and look at the situation at the
time of the shooting in Langa.

In 1983 to 1984 the regime of the time made an indication of his determination
toward the onslaught of the people and the UDF was published in 1984 and 1985,
and therefore in 1985 the UDF was established and here in the
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Eastern Cape the UDF was seen as an obstacle and thought they could see who had
established it with the aim to protect the people so the government was against
this.

In 1985 to 1986 the Uitenhage UDF became the target of the government of the
time and when the PTSA's were established they became targets and the enemy of
the government.

In 1986 to 1987 then there was a united force here in Uitenhage. So this was the
sequence of the phases which lead to all this. The enemy of the people was
making programmes according to it's needs at the time. There were no policemen
operating, the were no CID's, instead everybody who was employed by the
government was made to fight against the people. There were no divisions but
they were fighting together against the people of Uitenhage.

MR SANDI: Mr Nkobese sir, without interrupting you in your explanation, you made
mention that in 1984 to 1986 the UTA in Uitenhage became the target and victims
now could you expand on this matter.

MR KOBESE: Thank You Mr Chairperson, I would like to expantiate and say the
youth became the target in this way because whenever you want to destroy any
nation you have to focus on the youth and then on the females and then that's
the end of that nation and you would be able to control them. So it started off
by the youth that was made to fight against each other and this lead on to the
parents and no one knew what the cause of all this was but it started in school
and it spread over to the locality to the parents and the education was
disrupted. This was the time when the PTSA's were being formed and then the
enemy of the people became very jealous and then decided to disrupt this whole
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operation.

MR SANDI: Before we get closer to the main issues and to the incidents of the 25
March 1985 could you explain what the grievances were of the people.

MR NKOBESE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The main issue started in 1979 up to now.
People did not like the committees that where formed by the previous regime.
That was before Samcor was established and so people were against some
committees that were formed by this committee, and this committee were resisting
whereas the people were not recognising them.

MR SANDI: Could you explain to us about this particular funeral that people were
attending. Who's funeral was it, and what had happened? I see here there is a
summary where you have made mention that this funeral was prohibited twice and
could not go on, could you expand on this matter.



MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Firstly this funeral was for the 8 victims
that had been shot, those were even people from Despatch, and the funeral was
going to be in Nogoblhe in one house in Mabahle in a family the Sisile. So the
government of the time sent a banning order that stated that this funeral was
not to take place over the weekend when the people where all at home, but it had
to be conducted on a week day. So these families came together and they talked
to their leaders and then they decided to abide by this banning order and the
funeral was not going to be conducted on a weekend because they were in fear
that the police were going to arrest and kill the people so they chose a week
day for the funeral, according to the banning order. Mr Chairperson, it happened
that if we were to investigate we will find that this was a rare occurrence
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that though there was this decision that the funeral on week day and people were
not going to work. A day before the funeral some people were trying to counter
the banning order that had been given out by the government and this is what led
to this commotion. At the time I was at the Mekosa office Comrade Denier who is
the head of the security here in Bisho gave me a car and there was a telephone
call that informed him that some people in Langa had been killed so I drove
away. Now the police gave this report that these people were shot because they
were attending a funeral that was not there and yet there had been a banning
order that had been read in Tsotsobe, Qwanubuhle and the people decided to abide
by this banning order because they were in fear that they were going to be
arrested.

Then the other day at night this banning order was changed that the funeral
should be conducted on the week end so when people woke up ready to attend the
funeral there was a committee, a burial committee that was making arrangements
and they talked to the taxi man to transport the people then they talked to the
bus company to transport the people and there was a lot of transport to carry
the people so on this particular day the SADF stood down the road towards town
and then they asked the people to alight from the taxis they blocked the taxis,
they blocked the buses and then there was a conflict because people wanted to
find out why they were being made stranded. All this time as they were walking
they were accused as people who were intending to kill the White people. So that
is what happened.

So I am now going to address the questions that are going to be posts, and here
with me I have some people who are going to give more detail. There are
questions here
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like, who gave out the first banning order, and according to what reasons.
Secondly is, who compiled the second banning order and according to what law was
it set? And what was the reason for the issue of the second banning order? And
why was this second banning order issued despite the first one that had already
been issued and why was it given just a day before the funeral?

How did it happen that the people in Uitenhage were made aware that there had
been some changes that had been done over night? Why therefore could the people
in Langa not know exactly what was happening, who's fault was it? Why was the
committee that had been appointed by the community which was the burial
committee not made aware of this second arrangement, and asked that they should
go and explain to the people? Why were the people who had boarded buses and
taxis asked to walk and then implicated as people who were walking to town to go
and kill the White people? This came to us as a great surprise and we feel that
is was sort of a big trap that had been set, because in a military style since
there are many eye witnesses of this massacre why therefore was there a strategy



that there should be ambulances, there should be some helicopters, there should
be some policemen standing on guard, there should be some soldiers.

MR SANDI: Did these people of Langa carry any firearms?

MR NKOBESE: ...(inaudible) cannot say these people were armed, even the
policemen cannot say they saw anyone carrying a pistol but these people were
shot and killed.

MR SANDI: Where are the other bodies of the people who died, because their
number does not tally with the number that the police said they killed? They
said they killed 29
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and the community said 43 people died.

MR NKOBESE: When all this happened some people disappeared, they ran away with
there lives, some were injured and they had to escape from hospital because the
hospital in Uitenhage at that time was the base of the defence force. I went
into the Officials Department and before I could be allowed to see anyone there
I would be blocked by a lot of soldiers that were dressed in uniform. They were
all over the place, you couldn't even see the nurses and doctors. It was just
full of soldiers. Then I was going to the ICU and I met a White policemen and he
said he is the one and I then escaped and ran away without visiting the person I
had intended to see so the hospital at the time was sort of a base for the
soldiers that was after the massacre. So the number of the dead people stated by
the soldiers is just their choice. I now pause. We have those questions that we
need should be addressed....(tape ends) ...yes, I have left the rest for the
enemies, for the witnesses.

MR SANDI: We thank Mr Nkobese for giving us the full political background that
led to this massacre in a very explicit way.

I have a question here, I have a report here in front of me, which I suppose is
an excerpt from the Herald Newspaper which deals with the judgement of Judge
Kannemeyer where he - what happened at that time?

MR NKOBESE: The police mentioned 19 people dead and then the community kept on
keeping records and they brought up a death toll of 29 because it was sort of
some volunteers who were investigating about the people who had died, and so
when they came to 29 the police decided to keep to the number 29 and yet this
death toll rose up the 43. The
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presiding commissioner said it was nobody's fault that these people were killed.

If there could be someone coughing here and yet many people could have coughed,
you can not tell exactly who coughed so I don't know where they got this formula
from. If therefore they say no one was held responsible then it would mean all
of them therefore were responsible for this death. Our people do not understand
this and therefore if we as committee members cannot understand all this what
more to an ordinary person, and those people therefore were all discharged. This
was allowed by the previous regime.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nkobese, it is very pathetic that people have gone
through various commissions who didn't come with anything. We give hope that we
are going to go beyond this.



I would like to ask you to expantiate about the banning orders, the two
different banning orders you received. We understood the first one that was
stopping the people from conducting the funeral on the Saturday and then we want
to know more about the second banning order. What were the actual words and how
did it affect the incidents of the following day.

MR NKOBESE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The first banning order was delivered to
the burial committee and the families and then this was discussed in the various
meetings that were held and explained that the funeral should be conducted on a
week day so they obeyed.

Then the second one which lead to the killing of the people stated that this
funeral was not to be conducted on a week day but instead over the week end,
which was accounted to the first banning order. So people did not
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know anything about the second order and they were getting to the funeral and
yet the South African defence force members knew that it was no longer in force.

MR SANDI: Where was is read out, this second banning order?

MR NKOBESE: It wasn't read out anywhere. It is only the first banning order that
was read out in churches, in halls in meetings. We did not actually see the
second banning order but we got to know that these people had been shot because
of the second banning order that had been issued out.

MR SANDI: So you never actually saw this banning order?

MR NKOBESE: It may have happened that the families may have received these but
the community in general which was shot and which was working according to the
first banning order were not aware that there had been a change. Thank you
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Firstly I would like to say you are lucky that you are still alive.
Now I have this question to you, firstly, there was something that they used to
say that the papers and people used to say there was no better judicial system
than the one in South Africa. Commissioner Kannemeyer gave a report that the
people shot were the SADF and the police.

MR NKOBESE: Chairperson, according to the report we got it became evident that
the people were not armed but they were shot. Various firearms that belonged to
the South African Defence Force and the police. Now the Judge said he was not
going to lay any charge against the police. He accuses no one, he says no one is
responsible therefore he discharged all of them.

CHAIRPERSON: Now do you think this charge, you would feel
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that this charge should come forward and explain.

MR NKOBESE: Yes, the leaders have asked me that this charge did all this and he
should come forward to explain some of the issues that we do not understand that
are related to this incident.

CHAIRPERSON: Referring to the hospital, you say a Coloured policemen, do you
know that Coloured policemen.



MR NKOBESE: No, I don't know him, but I know some of the policemen who were
there, I can even name them, because they only spotted me when I was on the
second floor.

CHAIRPERSON: Let us now hand over to Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Nkobese, how do you interpret that police were discharged and yet
the governmnet of the time issued out some money to the victims of this
particular incident, now how do you interpret this, when Judge Kannemeyer
actually said the policemen were not responsible?

MR NKOBESE: At the time we were under the state of emergency, the government did
publicise that he was going to pay those victims. Secondly, when he asked the
people to come and get this money he was trained to cover up all this that had
happened and therefore it becomes ironic that there should be an investigation
and thereafter people should be given a small amount. It is just a way of taking
responsibility that people were actually killed according to the instruction of
the government.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Nkobese.

-----------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We shall take the next witness, Mandla Joseph Makwetu. I will ask Mr Ntsiki Sandi to lead the
witness.

MANDLA JOSEPH MAKWETU: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Let me first greet you Mr Mandla Joseph Makwetu. You are privileged because you are in a position today
to speak for yourself and explain about what happened to the other sons of this nation who were murdered, but you
survived.

Without wasting your time, Mr Makwetu, could you briefly explain about yourself? You are a resident of Uitenhage, is
that so?

MR MAKWETU: Yes, I am.

MR SANDI: You were a member of a particular organisation that you have mentioned here in your statement. This was
the UDF?

MR MAKWETU: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Now, could you explain how this attempt of murder was administered to you, by the Ama-Afrika on the
day in 1985, what actually happened?

MR MAKWETU: I met the Ama-Afrika and they had been previous incidents that had occurred like in 1985, there was
the banning of the Poswa bottle store, and I was on my way to visit my Grandfather and I was to go past this bottle store
but I was still going up Mabansa Street and at the
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time, which was about on the 23 March, and that was after the incident of Kini Kini, so there used to be a lot of casspirs
and some other times we would be taken randomly so I was also picked up by the policemen. They put me into the
hippo and they drove me to Poswa. I joined other people there and these people were standing outside. We were arrested
and we were charged for setting the bar alight and then we were left but my other comrades were sentenced for about 8
years.

Secondly I was from Khayelitsha with my cousin who is now late. We had gone there to help a friend of ours. At that
time in 1985 there were some houses that were being built in Khayelitsha so we were coming from there and when we
were at Matansima, just next to the Hall, I saw a combi that was driven by the police, it was yellow, and named the



mellow yellow, and it was coming from the front and it was picking up people at the square, but you could see it from
afar that it was taking some people. As we came nearer to the houses, it drove nearby, and I couldn't bear it, I decided to
get into the nearest house. It stopped and one White policemen alighted and grabbed me whilst I was still in that yard
and put me into this yellow mini bus.

This was the time when many people were being detained for 14 days. There was a stadium and that is where the South
African Defence Force were camping so they used to send us there.

Amongst us there was a certain man who was a witch doctor and who had his head done like a Rastafarian. I think he
was the cause that we were beaten up, because perhaps they associated these Rastafarian activities with ANC, but we
were all assaulted and these policemen brought
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the shotput that is used for sport and there was a hand glove made of fur and they held this shotput and we were asked to
stand along the wall and they would through this shotput right to his us right on the chest.

Some of us were taken from there. There were some toilets there that were small and we were pushed into those small
rooms and whenever you would be assaulted you would hear some screams and even this Rastafarian they would pull
his hair. We were assaulted.

I know one of the policemen who used to assault us, his name is Vuyelwa. He was the only Black policemen amongst
the White policemen. Some of those policemen were in the high ranks of the South African Defence Force. So they took
us out and they sent us to San Alban where we were locked in for 14 days.

Lastly I would like to say that on the 27 May 1986, here in Nobuhle, this conflict was still in it's initial stage, not many
incidents had occurred but the Ama-Afrika used to come to our side, coming from Khayelitsha and they would come at
night and in the morning, we would hear incidents about people who had been attacked, people who had been killed,
people who had disappeared, but these people used not to disguise themselves.

Later on we met as the youth, because in that area, it was common practice that we should come together as the youth.
We met and talked about this matter and we decided to take a decision that the youth of a particular area should take
guard of it's area, so that they should not go to sleep. At the time as we were talking, we got to know that the
disturbances that were there were cause by the youth of the White people and now we felt that it was
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useless of us to just sit as the youth, we had to defend ourselves from the Ama-Afrika firstly, and then defend ourselves
from the police as well. It was not our aim to defend the people from the police as such but we mainly wanted to defend
the people from the Ama-Afrika.

MR SANDI: At the police station in Uitenhage, did you ever get into the mortuary?

MR MAKWETU: No, I may have perhaps got into the room when I was unconscious, because when I was shot, I was
admitted in hospital, and then the police fetched me and took me to the police station and I heard them talking amongst
themselves, some exclaiming because they had an impression that I could have died and that is when they were about to
put me into the shelves in the mortuary. It was only then that they discovered that I was still alive.

MR SANDI: At the time that they noticed that you were still alive, had they already put you on the trays in the
mortuary?



MR MAKWETU: Yes, from what I heard, as they were talking, they had already put one into the trays, and they were
just about to put me on the tray in the mortuary and they were doing it, then they decided to take me out when they
noticed that I was still alive.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say?

MR MAKWETU: No, I am still continuing.

MR SANDI: Go on.

MR MAKWETU: On this particular day, the 27th, we gathered in the evening and we toyi toyi'd up and town the streets
of the area and as we were going down Dowe Street, just when we were at the corner of Nkulu Street, we stood because
we saw some objects that looked like Donkeys and yet they
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looked like policemen that had helmets on and the street lights were off. We doubted, some of us were saying they were
Donkeys, other were saying no, they were policemen and then whilst we were in that state, there was the shooting. I was
in front and therefore I was hit by a bullet and the others ran. One died instantly. I think there were two of them who
died, but the other one died in the Livingstone Hospital.

MR SANDI: Where did they hit you?

MR MAKWETU: It was a pellet that hit me on the head and in the stomach and on the thigh and just here about my
genitals.

MR SANDI: Are you perhaps getting any medical treatment, since that injury?

MR MAKWETU: No, I am not getting any medical treatment.

MR SANDI: Do you feel that there is need for it?

MR MAKWETU: Yes, there is need for it but it is not those parts that are painful now, but I am extremely nervous, I
can not even concentrate.

MR SANDI: Is there any sport that you used to play before you got shot?

MR MAKWETU: Yes, I used to be a cricketer.

MR SANDI: Now, do you still participate in that sport?

MR MAKWETU: No, I am unable to because I broke a leg from the injuries and from the hitting. Now, I can't use this
leg.

MR SANDI: By your presence here today, what is your wish to this Commission?

MR MAKWETU: I wish this Commission to organise that I should be treated for the nerves. I also need to further my
studies, even if I am sent to a technical college.
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MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say, Mr Makwetu?



MR MAKWETU: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Are there any other questions?

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Makwetu. You can go back to your seat. We are now going to break for tea, and we
will be back at 11:30.

---------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We would like to call upon Mirriam Nomulelo Manziya as our next witness.

MIRRIAM NOMULELO MANZIYA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Let me greet you, Ms Manziya. Once more, I would like to confirm your names, are your names,
Mirriam Nomulelo Manziya?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, that is right.

REV XUNDU: So these are your full names?

MS MANZIYA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Looking at the statement you made here in front of me, you have come to appear here on behalf of your
son, by the name of Mthuzimele Phillip Manziya?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, that is right.

REV XUNDU: You said that he was murdered on the 27 December 1989?

MS MANZIYA: I last saw him on the 27 December 1989, that is when he went out of the house and on the 28th, police
arrived at my home to inform me that Mthuzimele had been murdered by the Ama-Afrika and taken to hospital in an
ambulance.

REV XUNDU: How old was Mthuzimele at the time, can you still remember?

MS MANZIYA: He was born in 1953.

REV XUNDU: Was he still at school, or was he working?
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MS MANZIYA: He was a worker at the time.

REV XUNDU: Now, let's go back to your statement. Now, you said he left home because he was going to look after the
initiates?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, it was after supper, and he said he was going to sleep, then I asked him that I wanted to prepare



breakfast for him so that he should take it with him, then he said, no, there is some unrest outside because the Ama-
Afika and the AZAPO's are killing everyone outside and I asked him to sleep and then he refused because he said they
were looking after the initiates because the AZAPO's wanted to attack the initiates.

REV XUNDU: Was there any initiates that had been attacked at the time?

MS MANZIYA: No, not yet, it is only that they wanted to keep guard before they could be attacked.

REV XUNDU: These policemen who arrived in your house to inform you that your son had been killed, can you recall
their names?

MS MANZIYA: They were unknown to me, it was the first time for me to see them.

REV XUNDU: You said who actually had killed Mthuzimele.

MS MANZIYA: They said that he had been hacked by Ama-Afrika.

REV XUNDU: Did you perhaps inquire who the Ama-Afrika people were?

MS MANZIYA: No, I could not speak any further with them because we were shocked. All we did was we went to the
provincial hospital by taxi and my children left me behind and I followed and when we got there, I saw my children
carrying his clothes because he had been transferred to the
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Livingstone hospital and they discouraged me that I shouldn't go to the hospital but I insisted and that was the time that
the ambulance was pulling out for the Livingstone hospital and my children were very happy because he was in a very
bad condition because his body had been stuffed into a plastic bag.

I then went to Port Elizabeth and I arrived there before the arrival of the ambulance and I had to wait and then I was
called, so when I saw him, he couldn't look, he couldn't speak, he was just quiet.

REV XUNDU: At the time the policemen came to your home to inform you that the Ama-Afrika had killed your son,
did you actually understand what they meant by Ama-Afrika?

MS MANZIYA: We heard about Ama-Afrika as the Ama-Azapo, we didn't actually know what that was.

REV XUNDU: Now, let's go back to the time when you were in hospital. What was happening there, and who was
there?

MS MANZIYA: When I got there, he was placed in a corridor, he was lying there, he couldn't see me, he couldn't look.

REV XUNDU: Was he dead at the time?

MS MANZIYA: No, he was still alive. On the 28 December 1989, on a Thursday, I went home, leaving him there, and
then I went back to the hospital on the 29th, and I could see he was able to look, but he wouldn't recognise me. I talked
to him, but he couldn't respond so I left him on that day.

The following day on the 30th, I again visited the hospital, and I could see he was making an attempt to speak but there
was no voice because teargas had been administered to them and his eyes were bloodshot, and then when I went on
Sunday, it was then that I got the news that he was dead.
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REV XUNDU: When you were visiting him, did he perhaps have any wounds on his body?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, he had, because on Saturday, on the 30th, as I was standing next to him and looking at him with
all the sympathy, he could hear me, but he could not respond, then he lifted one hand, he again lifted one foot, trying to
show to me that he was not paralysed and then he turned around and that is when I noticed five wounds at the back and
he also had one wound on the head where he had been hit, but the nurses wouldn't like me to observe.

REV XUNDU: All the wounds, were they at the back?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, they were, it was as if he had been lying on his stomach when they were hacking him.

REV XUNDU: Now you mean those people who had hacked and stabbing him, were they intending on killing him?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, they were, because he had two wounds down the lower body, and in the middle he had another
wound and then he had a very bad gash on his head.

REV XUNDU: At the time he was buried, was the funeral conducted at home?

MS MANZIYA: No, he was buried by the ANC.

REV XUNDU: In your statement you said that is was a mass funeral with 9 others, but there were 13 who died in all,
and 3 bodies were hidden somewhere and only 9 could be discovered, and the funeral was conducted on the 13th and
then the other 4 that had previously been hidden was buried the following day. Who was the murderer of all these
people?

MS MANZIYA: They were together in all this incident.

REV XUNDU: Were they murdered by the same people who had killed your so?.
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MS MANZIYA: Yes, they had been killed there in Khayelitsha.

REV XUNDU: According to what you heard, what are the full details about this attack?

MS MANZIYA: They say the Ama-Afrika were in ambush and they chased them and then a casper came and teargas
was administered and they were pushed towards the direction of the Ama-Afrika.

REV XUNDU: Now you say, what you gather is that they were chased by the casper?

MS MANZIYA: Yes, the hippo came from the direction of the town and administered teargas, pushing them towards
the direction of the Ama-Afrika, so that they were not in a position to run away, that is when the Ama-Afrika got an
opportunity to hack and attack them.

REV XUNDU: Is that all you have to say, before I ask you what your requests and wishes are?

MS MANZIYA: I would say that is the only explanation I have because my evidence is based on hearsay.

REV XUNDU: What are your wishes?

MS MANZIYA: My pain is that my son had a child who is still of school going age, attending Std.7 and he is a boy. His
wish is that he should be helped to further his education because he is still interested.



REV XUNDU: In your statement you say how is your sleep?

MS MANZIYA: I don't enjoy good health, such that even last time I had to consult a doctor last week. I was having
sleepless nights.

REV XUNDU: Now, is that all you would like to say to us, or is there any other information you would like to give to
this Commission? If there is anything that you have forgotten at this moment?
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MS MANZIYA: Yes, I have a request, that the Commission could do something for me because the one who died was
the one who was taking care of us. Now that he is gone, there is no one who is of assistance to me. Thank you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Ms Manziya, I now hand over to the Chairperson to see if there are any more questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Manziya.

------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: ... by being assaulted while in detention when he was detained by security police, then lost his
hearing and he cannot hear very well now, and it is thus crucial for me to sit next to him so that he can read my lips
which I am talking, because he cannot hear me properly, so I am now going to sit next to him in order for him to follow
the questions properly and also there taking of the oath. Thank you.

MZUKISI PETROS MAPELA: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: You will tell us today about the way in which you were assaulted in 1977. On the 12th September and
when Steve Biko was killed, but your story will be about from June 16th, from the first anniversary of the day known as
"June 16th". We would like you to start, look at me so that we can understand each other nicely, tell us where do you
come from?

MR MAPELA: I am from Uitenhage, I was born around here, we were moved forcefully from Dgendeni to Nobuhle in
1976.

When we got to Nobuhle these things happened in 1976. In 1977 it was the first anniversary of what had happened in
Soweto in 1976 and what happened in Uitenhage started with the students at Limberg High, were the students were
demonstrating in the school yard and the soldiers were called and released the dogs to bite the students.

The students ran away into the location and stayed in the location and at that time I was working and I used to work
night shift and I was woken by my friends and they told me that this incident took place at school, that people went into
the location and burnt things there.

We got together and decided what we could do about this and we took a decision that we would burn government
institutions such as, the first place was the bar, the second one was the rent office and the third one was the beer hall. It
was a leisure place. That happened the night of the 16th June 1977.

When we did this, the police didn't arrest us and we went home, we stayed at home and during September one of us was
arrested in connection with something else and after his arrest, it became apparent that he had burnt somebody else's
house at Nobuhle and then this thing of our having burnt these things also came out.

MS GOBODO: So, when this guy was arrested in September he told the police what you people did on June 16. You are
reminding us that in 1976 and 1977 a lot of buildings were burnt, a lot of government buildings, more so bars were
burnt and this happened during the struggle of 1976 and 1977. Only buildings were burnt, so you also got involved in
this when the first anniversary of June 16th was commemorated. I want you to tell us now about your detention, who
detained you?

MR MAPELA: It was on a Monday afternoon in September at about 4.00pm, September 1977. I was at home when
approximately seven or eight cars, police cars stopped. The police were with security guards and approximately five of



them came in and one of them was Kuhlane, he was a member of the security branch and they told me to get dressed
and that they were taking me away.

I got dressed and left with them. When we got into the car, there was a white guy sitting in the car.

MS GOBODO: What was his name?

MR MAPELA: First, he asked "do you know me" and I said "No". I said, "No, I don't know you, Mr White man," and
he said "who is your white man", and I thought maybe he wants me to say "Baas" and I said "I don't know Baas".

MS GOBODO: Was he speaking Xhosa.

MR MAPELA: Yes, he was speaking Xhosa. And I asked him, "What do you want me to say?" and he said "Call me
Radebe". So, I know him as Radebe.

The police van then left and Radebe was sitting here asking "Who do you think you are?" and we went to the charge
office where the head office of the security branch was and when we got to the office there was one chair in this office
and a table.

The chair was at the table. Radebe then came and sat on the chair.

MS GOBODO: Radebe is this white policemen?

MR MAPELA: Yes, he sat on the chair and sent the others to fetch him some water. The other two, he commanded the
other two to remain behind and sit on either side of me. I had been placed on the floor. Can I demonstrate to you?

MS GOBODO: Yes, you may if you wish to.

MR MAPELA: Radebe was sitting like that and he handcuffed me to the chair in this fashion. So these two policemen
were standing on either side of me.

MS GOBODO: What did Radebe do in dealing with you.

MR MAPELA: Radebe said that before he asks a black person anything he'd start by hitting them so that by the time he
put the questions they had answered honestly.

There were three pipes, one of them was green and the ANC people were assaulted with that. The other one was a black
one, Black Consciousness members were assaulted with that and Communist Party people were assaulted with the red
one.

MS GOBODO: You say that Radebe had three pipes and he told you that the green one was to assault ANC people, the
black one was to assault the Black Consciousness people and the red one was to assault the Communist Party people.

I would like you to tell us from thereafter he told you, after Radebe told you about these pipes and what he does with
them, what did he say to you?

MR MAPELA: He then said that he would hit me with the green pipe, because he said I was an ANC crook. He then
took the green pipe and when he assaulted me, he assaulted me on my head with this and if you tried moving your head,
these two policemen on either side would hold your head, so that Radebe could hit you right on your head.

Radebe continued to hit me with this and they would bring him pies and cooldrinks and he would keep asking me who I
was with when I went and burnt these houses. I answered Radebe, I said to Radebe, "I don't know who they were
because it was at night".

At approximately 1.00am I had been severally assaulted by Radebe, this is 1 o'clock at night, so I started agreeing with
what Radebe was saying. I agreed that I had burnt these places and Radebe made me write a statement and sign it.



There were policemen who kept coming in and out, black policemen, Kuhlane and Nokwe and Ndzengu and these were
the ones that were sent and they were in and out.

While I was being assaulted they did not take any part. These were the ones that were sent for pies and cooldrinks. I was
then taken to a Magistrate for a statement, I went with Kuhlane and when I came back, we brought the statement to
Radebe and Radebe read the statement and said "Yes, this is exactly what I want you to say".

I was then taken to Rooi Hell.

MS GOBODO: What did the statement contain that you signed?

MR MAPELA: It was me agreeing that I had burnt the rent office and this bar and this beer hall. I did not say who I was
with because I said it was dark and I couldn't see who the others were.

MS GOBODO: You were now taken to the charge office?

MR MAPELA: No, I was taken to Rooi Hell.

MS GOBODO: Is that the name of a prison?

MR MAPELA: Yes, it was a prison known as Rooi Hell.

MS GOBODO: Why was it referred to as Rooi Hell.

MR MAPELA: I think it was because of the way the people were treated there in jail.

MS GOBODO: That's understandable.

MR MAPELA: After being taken there I was told that I - I was taken on the 6th October to Algoa Court where my
Attorney, Mr Nchinga was, and also this Radebe. The Magistrate was Mr Loots and he presided over my case and every
time Radebe would speak to Loots.

I was then found guilty and sentenced to six years imprisonment. After being sentenced, I was sent back to Rooi Hell.
When I got back there, there were people that had been sentenced before me in 1976 from Port Elizabeth and also
people that were sentenced in 1977. When I was taken to Rooi Hell I was sentenced with criminals and we fought so
that we could be separated from the criminals so that we could make a distinction between ourselves and the criminals.

MS GOBODO: Without interrupting you, I would just like to know after you were sentenced were you again assaulted
in the cells?

MR MAPELA: Yes. We were. The assaults stopped after when we fought to be separated from the criminals because
the criminals were working with the prison warders and, to try and get us out of politics.

MS GOBODO: When you speak about fighting with them, do you mean negotiating speaking to them?

MR MAPELA: Yes, we spoke. We said to them we shouldn't be with these people. We spoke to the person in charge of
the prison.

MS GOBODO: So, you were fighting for your rights as political prisoners. I would like to know when did you realise
that you had lost your hearing?

MR MAPELA: When we were fighting for our rights, it became apparent that Lt. Gerber who was in charge of the
prison had called a warder for us. These warders assaulted us and I was put into solitary confinement. That was known
as "Mkulu Kutu" imprisoned - that is now when you are put in solitary confinement and when you are in there, you don't
have any rights, you don't receive any visitors or anything.



I was put into solitary confinement for 90 days. In this 90 days, I realised that I can't hear too well. There is this noise in
my head and I was not sure whether Radebe was the cause of this or it was the prison warders.

MS GOBODO: I would like to know the injuries that you sustained after the assault from Radebe. We will refer to him
as "Radebe". I would like to know what injuries on your body did you find after Radebe assaulted you?

MR MAPELA: Radebe assaulted me on my head, so my head was swollen and it was very sore and I couldn't even
sleep on my back, even up to this day, I cannot lie on my back.

MS GOBODO: When they saw that your head was sore and swollen did they take you to a doctor for treatment, were
you taken to hospital or to a doctor?

MR MAPELA: You would only get to see a doctor when you got to Rooi Hell and the doctor there was Dr Laing.

What he would do is he would take about two hundred people who were standing in a queue and get us all to undress.
He would put one hand in his pocket, he would be wearing a stethoscope. He would be walking in conversation with
this prison warder and just touch you with the stethoscope without even looking at your face and thereafter he would
sign and say that there is nothing wrong with you.

MS GOBODO: Laing became very popular about something that he had done at the time of Steve Biko as well. Is this
the same Laing that you say would just put the stethoscope on your chest without even examining you?

MR MAPELA: No, he wouldn't even look at your face. He would just put the stethoscope there and walk past you while
looking at this prison warder who he was talking to.

MS GOBODO: In other words, he did not offer you any treatment or help or anything?

MR MAPELA: No. I only started receiving treatment after I was released. The South African Council of Churches sent
me to Dr Breban and that's where I started receiving treatment, but Dr Breban and them didn't know what to do about
the injuries that I had sustained on my head. A hearing aid wouldn't even help.

MS GOBODO: I would like us to speak about, you have already mentioned that your hearing was affected and that you
cannot hear that well and I would like to know that now in your condition is there anything that you do now that you
didn't do then. Could you just tell us a few of them, mention just a few of what has changed in your life?

MR MAPELA: Firstly, I lose my temper very quickly. Secondly, I am extremely forgetful. I forget very soon and I lose
my temper very quickly.

MS GOBODO: Were you not like that before?

MR MAPELA: No. I was not. Something else is that I cannot sleep on my back, I cannot lie on my back. When I lie on
my back, I experience nightmares.

MS GOBODO: Let us just ask you now, what are your desires, what would you like the Truth Commission to do for
you?

MR MAPELA: My greatest wish is that I should receive a hearing aid. If I could get a hearing aid I would be able to
hear so I would be able to communicate with people because Radebe and them, even if they were arrested, they wouldn't
be able to bring back my hearing.

MS GOBODO: So, the main thing that you want is that your hearing, you receive a hearing aid so that you can
communicate with people that you encounter?

MR MAPELA: Yes, I might even be able to earn my daily bread.



MS GOBODO: Unless there is something else that you would like to say, I would like to hand you over to our
Chairperson. Is there anything else?

MR MAPELA: Yes, there were people that used to assist me. Dr Carstens used to treat me without me having to pay
him.

MS GOBODO: So, you would like to express your gratitude to Dr Carstens?

MR MAPELA: Yes, I would like the Truth Commission to thank Dr Carstens for me.

MS GOBODO: Is he here in Uitenhage?

MR MAPELA: Yes. Somebody else that use to help me financially was Allen Greenstein. Allen Greenstein used to help
me financially, he was a white man, he used to help me financially.

MS GOBODO: Thank you very much, I will hand you over to our Chairperson and see what he has got to say.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman.

Mr Mapela, let me put two questions to you. This Radebe that used to assault you, have you ever seen him again, in the
road or anything and would you be able to identify him if you were to see him again?

MR MAPELA: I last saw Radebe when I saw him and Loots in court.

MR SANDI: Would you be able to identify him if you were to see him again?

MR MAPELA: I am not sure.

MR SANDI: At court when you appeared before Mr Loots, the Magistrate, did you tell him that you had been assaulted
and you had been forced to make this statement?

MR MAPELA: I could have told him, but it didn't work like that because Loots, when I was charged, Loots was in
cahoots with the investigating officer and this Radebe.

MR SANDI: Did you have any visible scars or injuries that Loots could see when you appeared in court?

MR MAPELA: No. You couldn't see them.

MR SANDI: Was it a while after you had been assaulted?

MR MAPELA: Yes, it was nearly a month after I had been assaulted.

MR SANDI: Finally, Mr Mapela, was it a common occurrence for Mr Loots, when an accused had been assaulted by the
police, that when the accused told him that they had been assaulted that he wouldn't pay any attention to it?

MR MAPELA: He never used to pay any attention to it and also we found that the investigating officers and the
Magistrates and the police used to work together.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Mr Mapela, I just have a few questions to put to you. At the time you were assaulted by this Radebe, were you working
or were you a student?



MR MAPELA: I was working. I was working at Good Year.

MS MAYA: Were you able to work after these injuries?

MR MAPELA: I was able to go back to work, but it became apparent that my employers did not want to accept me back
because of my hearing problem.

MS MAYA: So, you lost your ability to earn your own living because of your injuries?

MR MAPELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: At the time you were injured, were you married?

MR MAPELA: Yes, I was married already.

MS MAYA: Do you have any children, you and your wife?

MR MAPELA: Yes, we do have children. Three children.

MS MAYA: How old are they?

MR MAPELA: One is 10 years old, one is 8 years old and the other one is 7 years old.

MS MAYA: How do you survive at home, how do you make ends meet, since you don't work. Is your wife working?

MR MAPELA: My wife works. Yes she works.

MS MAYA: All in all, your wife supports you and your children because of the injuries that you sustained?

MR MAPELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Is there any assistance that you receive from the government in the form of a disability grant or anything?

MR MAPELA: No. As I said to you Allen Greenstein used to help me, but I never received anything from the
government. The only money that I ever received was from the SACC after I was released from prison.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mr Mapela.

CHAIRPERSON: The Commission feels very strongly about the fact that the police who are responsible for much of
the atrocities have been paid enormous amounts of money, either severance packages or as retirement grants etc.
"Golden Handshakes" as Ms Tiny Maya is reminding me.

I sense that the witness feels very strongly that that money should be re-appropriated to people like himself, who are the
victims of the atrocities of those policemen.

I wonder if you could put through a question to him, to establish what his attitude is on this matter, so that it is on
record.

MS MAYA: The Chairperson explains that you are not happy with the manner in which policemen who were
responsible for the assaults on you and things like that and your loss of hearing were the ones who received huge sums
of money. The Chairperson also said that he understands that you have a wish that these funds should be re-directed
because these policemen are basically being paid for the evil deeds which they did - that these monies should be re-
directed to people such as yourself, so he would like your opinion on that so that it can go down on the records of the
Truth Commission. MR MAPELA: For example, in the de Kok case. De Kok was given R1 m by the government - as a
donation - and now that he has been arrested for killing people, even now he is being defended by the government and
rumour has it that the government has spent R3 m on his defence, that means that the government has spent R4 m in de



Kok's defence and we, the victims of people such as de Kok, it is difficult for us to even receive 10c.

CHAIRPERSON: Pumla, I wish to thank you first for the service that you have rendered to our hearing, especially by
leading the witness and I wish to ask you to conclude by thanking the witness on our behalf, and also to mention to the
witness that we have noted the fact that he has mentioned Dr Laing as one of the doctors who failed to live up to what
he expects of a doctor when he was in detention.

Could you inform the witness that it is the intention of the Commission to hold a special hearing, where we will call
people who are mentioned in our hearings in this manner and ask them to account for what they did or did not do so that
we have got a clearer picture of these events.

Could you also mention to him that we have noted his request that we convey his thanks to Dr Carsten and to Dr
Greenstein who rendered, Dr Carstens rendered him free treatment when he was requiring one as a result of this injury
and Dr Greenstein offered him financial assistance. We will write letters to these people and thank them for these kind
gestures.

--------------------
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DATE: 27.08.96 NAME: ZIXOLISILE MATTHEWS MASETI

CASE: UITENHAGE

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________CHAIRPERSON: The next
witness will be Mr Zixolisile Matthews Maseti.

ZIXOLISILE MATTHEWS MASETI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Maseti, you also going to testify about your shooting. Here in
your statement you said that you were not aware that you had been shot, you just
saw people falling down and then you tried to run away and then you felt weak,
you couldn't run. What happened to you?

MR MASETI: I didn't notice that they had hit me and when I saw people in front
of me falling down I turned and I ran away, but only for a short distance, then
I fell down. I struggled to stand up and I ran, but I fell once more. I tried, I
struggled until I got to a nearby house were I fell at the gate and people
picked me up and put me into this house. Then they took me into a car and drove
me to hospital where I regained consciousness and that was in Livingstone.

CHAIRPERSON: When did you regain consciousness?

MR MASETI: That was after 4 days.

CHAIRPERSON: How injured were you?
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MR MASETI: My whole body was stiff, especially the lower body. I couldn't walk.

CHAIRPERSON: How much time did you spend in hospital?

MR MASETI: I was in for 2 weeks.

CHAIRPERSON: And when you were discharged what happened to you?

MR MASETI: A police van came to collect me and took me to Church Street, where I
was asked to give a statement. They were not actually asking me they were
telling me about a statement that was readily prepared and which stated that you
had gone to town to go and kill the Whites and were armed and were sent there by
Matsitsi.

CHAIRPERSON: Who was Matsitsi?

MR MASETI: Matsitsi was a famous bus driver.

CHAIRPERSON: At this time, how old were you?

MR MASETI: I was 15 years old.



CHAIRPERSON: Were you still at school?

MR MASETI: Yes, I was.

CHAIRPERSON: Then could you continue with your studies?

MR MASETI: No, that whole year I was at home, then the following year I went
back to school.

CHAIRPERSON: Then the injury sustained, and you couldn't go to school. Now how
has it affected you?

MR MASETI: It really affected me a lot because even on cold days my whole body
and my feet become stiff and I did try to go to the clinic but I became
dissatisfied with the manner I was handled and I felt it was useless because
they would hit me under the foot with the hammer and just give me the Panado
pills, then I just decided not to go there again.

CHAIRPERSON: When the other people were called to the Jubilee Hotel, were you
one of them, did you receive any
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amount?

MR MASETI: Yes, I did.

CHAIRPERSON: What requests do you perhaps have to this Commission?

MR MASETI: Firstly, I would like to say my wish is that this Commission should
get the amounts that the people were given for compensation and also investigate
how much money was actually given to the lawyers because I have a belief that
the lawyers who were handling these cases decided to take the bulk of the money
because one Coloured man called Elton promised that after five years he was
going to again come back and give us more money, and then last year I made an
attempt to meet him but to no avail.

CHAIRPERSON: What was the name of this lawyer, who said after five years he
would give you some more money?

MR MASETI: That was Elton.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any additional information you may be having?

MR MASETI: Hearing from other people I hear that all of us, we are not enjoying
good health and if there is any way, I wish we could be provided with some
medical aid so that whilst waiting for whatever we could at least be able to
have some assistance so as to consult doctors.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any other thing you would like to say?

MR MASETI: I would say that is all, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything else anyone would like to ask Mr Maseti?

DR RAMASHALA: On the first page of Mr Fikile Nkobese's statement, line 3 from
the bottom, and on Mr Maseti's statement no.4. Could we clarify in Mr Maseti's
statement
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it says, "I joined the group and later we decided to walk on foot proceeding to
Kwanubushle." In Mr Nkobese's statement there is a question that is asked, "why
were buses and taxis off-loaded and turned back leaving people in a trap?" Could
we get a clarification on that?

MR MASETI: Could you please repeat the question?

CHAIRPERSON: Dr Ramashala is asking and referring to Mr Nkobese's statement that
he mentioned that the people were asked to alight from buses and taxis, now she
wants to know what was the reason for that, for people therefore to have to walk
all the way and in your statement you say you joined the people who were walking
to Kwanubushle. Now could you give us a full picture as to why the people had to
alight from the buses?

MR MASETI: When I joined the people at the square where the people were going to
board the buses, there were no buses there, there were no taxis there, but there
was one casper that was driving around and trying to disperse the people. Then
people took a decision to walk to Kwanubushle and then we got united and we held
hands so that the oncoming traffic should be able to pass by. We were singing.
There was this hippo still driving past and back. It kept on doing that until we
got to Mittas store and this casper drove past and parked next to the Seventh
Adventist church and was about to go uphill. There were hippos, there were some
police vans that were parked along the road.

As we were going down they blocked the road in the form of a "V" here on the
road. That is where I saw this Rastafarian and I heard a voice, a loud command
that we should stop and we stopped but we were still chanting. Then I saw this
Rastafarian advancing to the policemen and
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thereafter I heard the shooting, loud sounds of guns shooting.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you actually say that these people found themselves having to
walk all the way to Kwanubushle because the police commanded that they should
get off the buses and then you took that decision that you should walk to
Kwanubushle, is it like that?

MR MASETI: No, on my arrival, I would say, I don't know perhaps whether this
could have happened before I came there but on my arrival there, this is what I
saw as I have explained earlier on.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Maseti.

--------------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to call Danile Wilberforce

May. Mr Sandi will lead you.

DANILE WILBERFORCE MAY: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr May, when I look at your statement, your

complaint is in a certain year, in the past years, a certain

gentlemen whom you are going to mention later on, accused

you in Port Elizabeth, that you were a police informer or

sell out. Because of this allegation, by this person, a lot

of things happened to you. Just before we get into that, Mr

May, can we start with some of the important things.

Right now, you are no longer staying in Port ElizabEth,

where are you staying, Mr May?

MR MAY: I am staying in Gauteng.

MR SANDI: Let's make it quick Mr May, and get into details

of what you are going to talk about.

MR MAY: Thank you very much Mr Sandi. I am one of the

people who were in the forefront. The people who formed the

organisation called Zwide Residential Organisation. I was

with Mr Tozamile Botha. The aim of this organisation was to

fight that the then municipality, we mustn't pay for rates.

By that time we didn't know that people are supposed to pay

for water. We formed this organisation.

MR SANDI: What year was that?

MR MAY: That was in 1979.
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MR SANDI: Can you mention again, the name of this

organisation

MR MAY: It was Zwide Residential Association. After this

organisation was formed, we sat down as members of the

executive committee, which among them where people like,



Sipho Grootbom and Tolile Mbepe and others. We took a

decision that the level of this organisation is not big

enough.

MR SANDI: Couldn't you form a bigger organisation than that

on?

MR MAY: There was another organisation for the people of

Fort Tishas called the Fort Organisation, and another one

which was called Gwasakeli for residents. With the leaders

of these organisations, we formed another one which was

called PEPCO. During this time, in Zwide, Mr Botha was

president, and I was his secretary, when we formed this

organisation. In all the meetings that we used to hold,

they used to be big at that time because most of the people

were mostly interested in this matter of rent and water. I

was always in front as a secretary of this organisation and

Tozamile Botha who was a spokesman, this was for Zwide

Residential Association. I was a secretary and Tozamile

Botha was a chairman.

He managed that in this organisation, there was a rent

boycott which was discussed by these. I was for the rent

boycott and Tozamile was against the rent boycott. The rent

boycott was successful because I was always the MC of this

organisation, and I managed. I was a leader of this rent

boycott. The people were not paying rent in Zwide, the

people were not paying for water, they were not paying for

electricity.
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In September, I can't remember the date, whether it was

1979, we formed this PEPCO because we wanted this thing to

take place all over, not only in Zwide, but also in Port

Elizabeth.

After forming PEPCO, since there was fault in Zwide,

and Gwazakeli, we had to create Walmer and New Brighton

townships. During a certain year, I think it was towards

the end of 1980 or the beginning of 1981.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr May, without interrupting you, I

want to confirm that we are together with these events. You

are talking the formation of PEPCO. It is you and Mr



Tozamile Botha who were executive members of PEPCO?

MR MAY: Thank you. Because of the fact that there was this

rent boycott, which was taking place only in Zwide, I was no

longer of the Zwide, but I was not in the top executive of

PEPCO, so I remained being the secretary of this other

association. Being a leader of this rent boycott which took

place in 1980.

Towards the end of 1990 and the beginning of 1991,

there was a residents meeting in Walmer, it was very hot.

During that time, PEPCO was popular in the Western Cape.

During this meeting, we also had another meeting for Zwide

residents. I was left being a leader of the Randville Court

in Zwide and I was in charge of that meeting, which was held

in Kaalnets Cinema on that particular evening. During that

particular evening, the executive of Pepcore including

Chume.

MR SANDI: Mr May, can we just talk about this meeting where

you were accused.

MR MAY: I am coming bit by bit. On that particular

meeting, people like Palochimoto, Zamile Botha from Walmer,
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were arrested by the police. I was in Zwide, in a meeting

there. The following day, I got the information that they

were arrested. After that, as the people who formed this

PEPCO, we took a decision that if they are arrested, we are

still facing this matter of rent boycott, we rather start

campaigning and fund raise. We fund raised in Zwide

Residential Association.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr May, I would request that you stick

to the incident that affected you as a person, as a person

who is complaining. While you are still there, I am going

to ask you questions.

In that meeting, where you say Mr Botha accused you,

did he tell you the reason?

MR MAY: No, he didn't explain anything to me, he may have

told the other people.

MR SANDI: Were you present at that meeting?



MR MAY: No, I was not in the first meeting, the one that

was held in front of my house, with his colleague.

MR SANDI: Who was present?

MR MAY: My wife was in the house.

MR SANDI: These two meetings that you are referring to, do

you refer to the meetings that you are inside the house, or

just the meetings that were held in an open place just like

this one?

MR MAY: When he came back from detention, he didn't come

back to the meetings because they were banned. The meeting

that he used to hold were the private meetings. On this

particular night, he had a meeting with Fort workers that's

when they decided to go to my place where they held the

meeting in front of my house and he brought these

accusations.
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MR SANDI: Were you present?

MR MAY: No, my wife was in the house, I came, and it was

towards the end of the meeting.

MR SANDI: Were there other people who came to you and told

you that you are accused by Mr Botha?

MR MAY: When I arrived at this meeting, as it was held at

the front of my house, when I heard that they were talking

about me, and I told them that I was present, I wanted to

know what was happening, but there were people who told me

that Botha is saying this and that about me. I wanted the

meeting to continue, but the meeting was terminated.

MR SANDI: Did you ask Mr Botha what me meant by that?

MR MAY: About in the past 6 to 7 weeks I met him.

MR SANDI: I mean, during the time before he left the

country, did you make any efforts that a person who said all

these things about you in public, you meet that particular

person and asked for an explanation?

MR MAY: During that very same week, I called a meeting,

which was held in Countsnemmar, which was on a Sunday, as I

wanted a full explanation.

MR SANDI: Did you get any explanation, what was the

explanation?



MR MAY: The meeting was adjourned without him coming

forward to explain the accusations, instead he repeated that

I sold him out.

MR SANDI: You continue in your statement saying that Mr

Botha left the country, going to another country. How did

you get that information, did you read that information in

the newspaper, or what?

MR MAY: I was staying in no.32 Mangai Street, and he was

staying directly opposite my house.
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MR SANDI: You even said in your statement, because of these

accusations, you decided to quit politics, you decided to be

a business man. Is there any specific reason, or any

motivation that lead you to do that?

MR MAY: During that time, the Pepcore was divided into two

groups. It was destroyed, and there were two groups formed,

there is Kosana and Mr Botha. I decided to step down, I was

no longer working as a person who was working in Barclays

Bank then, I discovered that if I was going to concentrate

on politics, I was not going to gain anything. I decided to

work for myself.

MR SANDI: Just before we go to the list of things that

happened to you because of these accusations, I would like

to ask a question. Are your comrades, the very comrades

that you were with in that Pepcore Organisation, did you

tell them the reasons for you to quit.

MR MAY: The majority of the Pepcore, with the majority of

the Pepcore Founders, we stepped in.

MR SANDI: Can we go now to the details, where you say as a

businessman, you started a business as a Paratics man in

1984, and you got married. What incident took place in your

life during the time you were a businessman because of these

accusations in 1980.

MR MAY: The first one that I can talk about, on a certain

day, I was on my way to a business meeting. I went past

Motherwell. My business was in Motherwell, because I was

evicted from my house. I was in front of Mr Klaasie's house

who is a brother of Mr Golo, the owner of the Themba Labanto



Supermarket. He was also a business partner, we were going

to a meeting on that particular day. I went past his house.

MR SANDI: Do you refer to this particular day in 1985,
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whereby the Themba Labanto Supermarket in Veeplaas, where

you had a business.

MR MAY: Yes, I am referring to that particular day, but my

business was in Motherwell Township, but I went to another

businessman who was in Veeplaas because we were going to the

same meeting.

MR SANDI: Let us talk about that day at Themba Labanto

Supermarket. You say people came in, on that particular

day, people who called themselves comrades, or the people

that you believed were comrades, these people abducted you?

What did they say, did they give you any reasons for this

abduction?

MR MAY: They said that I sold out Mr Botha.

MR SANDI: Do you know these people who were doing this?

MR MAY: If I can go up and down, I can get one of them, but

I don't know, nobody knows who were doing these things, but

it is not very easy to point them, but they were comrades.

MR SANDI: You mentioned two gentlemen in your statement.

You say that they helped you to escape. Can you briefly

tell about how you knew the men?

MR MAY: If the two gentlemen that you are referring to are

Mr Glass and Mr Aplay, I am not sure if you are talking

about them, can you please confirm that?

MR SANDI: Yes, I wanted you to mention those names, thank

you. ...(Tape ends)...

MR MAY: Because we were going to attend a meeting together.

He is the one, that when these comrades abducted me, he

forced that he was not going to be left behind. He followed

with his car, behind my car, the one that was taken by these

comrades. Mr Glass saw where these comrades took me.

MR SANDI: You said that this Mr Glass, is late now, what
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was the cause of his death, is it because of that conflict?



MR MAY: No, he died in a car accident.

MR SANDI: Before we go further, I want to ask this

question, you say that on this particular day, you survived

the necklace, they were going to necklace you?

MR MAY: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Was there any evidence that they were going to

necklace you? Did they have a tyre?

MR MAY: The petrol was drained from my car, and they were

even going to use my own spare wheel, and my petrol.

MR SANDI: On the 31 December 1991, you say that among the

businesses that you had, you say that you had a butchery, a

club house?

MR MAY: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Before we talk about that, I would like to go

back to that second gentleman, who helped you, besides Mr

Aplay. Is that Mr Sitelo Aplay who was head of the Anti

Crime?

MR MAY: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Yes, we can go on now. You say that in that Club

House on the 31 December, can you briefly tell us what

happened?

MR MAY: On the 31 December, about 7:30 in the evening,

people fought in my tavern.

MR SANDI: Who were fighting?

MR MAY: It was me, and the other comrades who were about 9.

MR SANDI: Is there anything that they said concerning the

accusations of Mr Botha?

MR MAY: There was nothing, there was no accusation which

was connected to Mr Botha, besides the fact that they were

saying that I am rich because of the money from the Boers.
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Though I was telling them to go home, because I wanted to

close the Tavern.

MR SANDI: Do you say that this attack is connected to this

accusation of Mr Botha?

MR MAY: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us the reason why you reconcile the

two, whereas they said nothing concerning that accusation?



MR MAY: These people were comrades, who abducted me, who

were going to necklace me. It was also the comrades who sat

in my house forcefully. The fact that they said that I was

rich because of the money from the Boers, as a person who

was an informer, who sold Mr Botha, that is the reason why I

connect the two.

MR SANDI: Do you say, on the 1 January 1992, when you went

to your businesses, you were told that there were combis

that are looking for you, the combis that belonged to the

comrades, did they tell you who these comrades were?

MR MAY: No, I was not told. They just said to me that the

comrades were looking for me, the comrades from Motherwell

were looking for me.

MR SANDI: But because you heard that it was a combi that

was looking for you, you decided to go and see a certain

gentleman whom you refer as Mr Mondem Ntanga, who was the

chairman of the Mother Well Civic Organisation. Did you

talk with Mr Ntanga?

MR MAY: Before I could talk to Mr Ntanga, they arrived, the

workers arrived before I could even open the business. When

I opened the business, the comrades came and told me that

they want me in there meeting but they didn't tell me the

reason. I decided to go and meet the chairman of the branch

of the Pepcore of Motherwell, which was Mr Ntanga then. I
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wanted to know the agenda for that meeting.

MR SANDI: The investigation that Mr Ntanga said he was

going to make concerning this. Was there anything that you

gathered from that?

MR MAY: When I arrived there, before 10:00, I went to him

as a person, who was a chairman because I wanted to know

more about the agenda because he told me that he is not

clear about the agenda, because it is the ASEP, and Azapo.

He is not the one who called the meeting.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that you arrived in the meeting which

had it's own matters that were to be discussed?

MR MAY: Yes, that is correct.



MR SANDI: By the way, you said what happened to your

butchery?

MR MAY: In this meeting, I was requested to wait outside.

They called me at about 11:30. At about 11:30 I was told

that the decision has been taken that I must go and close

down all my businesses in Motherwell and I must leave Mother

Well before 12:00 that day.

MR SANDI: Who took over your butchery, the butcher that you

complained about?

MR MAY: First of all, I closed my butchery because it was

the 1 December 1992. I closed my butchery and everything

was rotten, especially the food. I tried to consult people

telephonically, I was writing to them, I was going to the

people personally for help, but instead of getting a

positive answer from these people, after three of four

months, I discovered that someone has taken over by the name

of Wiseman Kula, who was the co-chairman of that meeting

where he requested that I close my butchery.

MR SANDI: In order for us to reach our conclusion, you said
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because of this treatment, you left Port Elizabeth, you

decided to go to Gauteng, are you a businessman there also?

MR MAY: No, I am just staying there. I am just sitting.

MR SANDI: Towards our conclusion, Mr May, what are your

wishes, what is your request to the Commission?

MR MAY: My first wish is I want to get a full explanation

and he must also tell the people of Port Elizabeth and

Uitenhage about me and he mustn't say that even when I come,

the people must not look at me and feel jealous, he must

just explain the details of these accusations.

MR SANDI: Among other things, you say you request that the

Commission must investigate about your butchery and your

Club House, the one that you lost under those conditions.

How can you regain them is that correct?

MR MAY: It is not only that, I want you to investigate, but

I want this commission to get my butchery back from the ANC.

I know that you don't have enough money, but ANC has got

some means to bring back my house and by butchery and my



family and to regain my dignity.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr May, we are going to

investigate, we are going to find the truth, you can now go

back to your seat.

-----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are going to call Beauty Lulama Mbixana. We are going to hand
you over to Dr Ramashala who is going to lead you.

BEAUTY LULAMA MBIXANA: (sworn states)

DR RAMASHALA: We greet you Ms Mbixana. How are you?

MS MBIXANA: I am fine thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: The story you are about to present to us is about your brother who
was 14 years old, who disappeared in November 1986.

MS MBIXANA: Yes, it is like that.

DR RAMASHALA: Now, you heard only on the 15 July 1996 that your brother died 2
months previously. When did you see him?

MS MBIXANA: That was in September.

DR RAMASHALA: Now let's take you back a little bit and then you can tell us your
story and explain as to what actually happened and you can take your time in
doing so.

MS MBIXANA: In 1986, in September, there was a funeral in Avenue A in New
Brighton in Port Elizabeth. We used to see him joining the toyi toyi, but on
this particular day, we were not aware that he was there. Then I noticed that he
was not present, then we said that if he was there, he would of been very proud
that he was one of the people making a toyi toyi, but I was unhappy that it was
quite some time that we
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couldn't see him, so I decided to go to Motherwell and I asked why it was dark
in the house. Then in fact there was another sister of mine, who invited me to
get into the house so I went in, and I asked why, then he said that Mpimpi died.
Then I was shocked. Then he said to me don't talk aloud because you will be
killed then I said no, I don't care for that. I asked who the people were, who
had done this because I want to see the body. Then he tried to stop me, but I
forced my way.

I went away, and on my way I met a young boy and I asked about the base around
here. Then this boy referred me to a house of a member of the street committee.

DR RAMASHALA: What is the base?



MS MBIXANA: That is the base for the comrades. Then in this house, that belonged
to this lady, I asked about Mpimpi, and he said, oh, please whisper, don't talk
loudly about it because it is long that Mpimpi died. Then I said, then how can I
get his body, and I asked who the murderers were. Then he said that he was
killed by Msindise and Sam, and another one. Then I said that he must show me
where these people lived so that I can demand his body. Then he discouraged me,
stating that I could be killed, but I forced my way.

And on my way, I met one other boy who made some signs and these children were
very violent at that time, so I went there and I pleaded with him, and asked
where Mpimpi's body was, then he said please wait and he asked someone else to
come and said, this lady is looking for Mpimpi, so we must give her some bus
fare, and they asked me to bring a coffin, together with spades, so I did
exactly that.

I went to those children in this car, and it was quite
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late in the day and then I said here is a car, I have brought it to you. Then I
asked them to direct me to the body. Then they said, wait. Then a friend of
Mpimpi came out from a crowd and called me aside and said that I shouldn't go
with these people, then he asked us to turn back. Then all of a sudden, there
were caspers, there were helicopters and they urged us that we should turn back
because they thought we were clever, so we decided to speed back to Port
Elizabeth.

I thought perhaps that his body had been picked up by someone, or perhaps by the
ambulance people, so we went to the mortuary, but we couldn't find his body.
Then we even went to the Uitenhage mortuary and on our way to Port Elizabeth, we
saw a child that had been burnt, and I thought it was him, but I was making a
mistake.

Then there was a prayer meeting. There were prayers for the whole week. Then on
the first day, the policemen fetched me and they found out from me what was
happening at home, and I told them that we had lost a brother and they asked why
the people of the Church were jumping, then I confirmed that these people were
from the church, and they felt dissatisfied and they said that one day I would
tell the truth.

Then, just before the funeral, they again decided to go back and did not find
that corpse that we had seen and then we stopped conducting prayers and then the
White men were after me. Even for about three times, they would come and collect
me and assault me and then I decided to escape to the Transkei.

DR RAMASHALA: Your sister, Nomaladi, is she the one who kept this news to
herself for three months, because she had
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difficulty to say these things to you and she could not even get to town?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, she could not get to town because they were on guard, that she
should not get to New Brighton.

DR RAMASHALA: Who was Ernest Malgas, here you mentioned that you went to Ernest
Malgas to inquire about your brothers whereabouts?

MS MBIXANA: This was another lady who used to pray for the people.



DR RAMASHALA: And even now, you don't know the whereabouts of your brother?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, because our mother was affected.

DR RAMASHALA: Sam and Msindise, where are they?

MS MBIXANA: They live in Motherwell.

DR RAMASHALA: What are they doing?

MS MBIXANA: Sam escaped, but Msindise and the others who did this are still
there.

DR RAMASHALA: Can we get their addresses?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, I can get their addresses and bring them to you, but they are
not far from my sister's place. All we need is the body, so that when my mother
dies, at least she should be satisfied about her son.

DR RAMASHALA: Now, what happened to your brother, how did he die?

MS MBIXANA: They say that he was shot and they buried him.

DR RAMASHALA: But here in your statement you say that he died by being
necklaced, he was burnt.

MS MBIXANA: People say various things, some say they burnt him, some say that
they buried him, each one has got his own version of the story.

DR RAMASHALA: Now, I can see that this is really hurting
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you and it really touched you deeply.

MS MBIXANA: Yes it does, because even my husband disappeared just at that time.

DR RAMASHALA: What do you mean, you mean he disappeared, or he died?

MS MBIXANA: No, he disappeared. Just exactly at that time of this incident.

DR RAMASHALA: How is your health?

MS MBIXANA: No, I am alright, I am quite well.

DR RAMASHALA: Then, what is the request you would like to give to this
Commission?

MS MBIXANA: I would like this Commission to look for this child, because the
people who did this to this child are still alive and I feel that these people
were in collaboration with White people, they were doing evil things to the
people.

DR RAMASHALA: Is there any other thing that you would like to add?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, then my 3 year old once more was killed. I did include this in
my statement.

DR RAMASHALA: How did this child die?



MS MBIXANA: No, he did not die, he was shot on the thigh and he was admitted in
hospital and there for there months.

DR RAMASHALA: Is he still alive?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, he is still alive.

DR RAMASHALA: Is there any other wish that you have?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, I have. There was a case opened about this child, I even took
the cartridges and took them to some lawyers in North End and they attended to
this case for a very long time and I would go there, but one other day I decided
to go there and Vanessa said to me, they had said
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that the docket had disappeared. I went to the police station to find out if it
was possible that a docket can disappear, then they denied, and they said that
the lawyers did not tell me the truth of what happened to the docket.

DR RAMASHALA: Can you remember the name of the lawyer?

MS MBIXANA: Yes, it was Vanessa.

DR RAMASHALA: As said earlier on, I must say that it is very tough that we
should remind you of these very painful injuries, but we as the Commission, we
are going to try and investigate and get exactly what happened so we thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Mbixana for sharing your story with us, which is
quite painful. We are going to do as you have asked and try our best to meet
your requests and even the docket that is missing, that is with the lawyers, we
are going to investigate as to how this has happened. Then you can go back to
your seat. Thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Could we now call upon the next witness. The next witness is Ms Tozama Jennifer Moyesha, who is
going to be lead by Rev Xundu.

TOZAMA JENNIFER MOYESHA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Ms Tozama Moyesha what is your clan name by the way?

MS MOYESHA: I am Mam Qhomasi.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam Qhomasi. You have your story here in this statement which is the same as what was
said by other people so I am not going to bother you much by asking you to say it again. Except that I would like to
confirm whether you were one of those people who were in that crowd and they met all the shooting that occurred?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, it is like that.

REV XUNDU: Now what happened to you? Could you briefly tell this Commission what happened to you?

MS MOYESHA: We were coming from Maduna and we were going to a funeral in Kwanubushle, and we were walking
down Maduna Street and there was a hippo opposite my home. We stood there and this hippo was trying to disperse us
but we walked UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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further until we got to section 16 just down the hill. There were hippos parked next to the John Wesley Church. There
was a Rastafarian from us who went to those, and he came back and we decided to stop singing because he said that
these Whites where saying that we were not going to proceed to Kwanubushle.

REV XUNDU: Do you mean that this Rasta doesn't have a name because people have been referring to this person as a
Rasta? What is his actual name, because we would like to know his name?

MS MOYESHA: I really don't know his name.

REV XUNDU: But he is known as the Rastafarian?

MS MOYESHA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: You were shot by the police then?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, the Whites shot us.



REV XUNDU: So, you just heard from the Rastafarian, you did not hear the police saying there was no funeral?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, it is the Rastafarian who told us we were not going to Kwanubushle. Then we said to the
Rastafarian, if they say we are not going to Kwanubushle, we are going to take a short cut and walk.

REV XUNDU: And as a result of that, you were attacked by the Whites?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, they shot us.

REV XUNDU: Then, what did you see?

MS MOYESHA: I saw some people running away, some were on the floor and when I was trying to run away, they shot
me on the back and here on the buttock and my false teeth, I lost them and when I was trying to pick them up, they shot
me here on the arm, and here on my leg.

REV XUNDU: And then, how did you get your help?
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MS MOYESHA: An ambulance took me to the provincial hospital and they drained some blood from my system and
then I was taken to the Livingstone hospital.

REV XUNDU: And were you discharged and went home?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, they discharged me and I was put into a police van and I asked what now, they said the
ambulances were busy, that was the reason why they were putting me into a police van. Then I became conscious
because one of the victims was with me there and they asked me to alight from the van and as I was getting off from the
van they opened the door of the van as if ...(intervention)

CHAIRPERSON: We will be asking for another witness and then we will come back to Ms Moyesha.

--------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Ms Moyesha, you would like to conclude. When you were giving evidence, you were led by
Pumla Gobodo, so were are going to hand you over to her, or Rev Xundu will take over.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now, let us conclude. Now you say, when you were at the police station your
treatment was taken from you?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, it is like that.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Do you remember who those policemen were, who took these tablets from
you?

MS MOYESHA: No, I don't remember who they were.

MS GOBDOD-MADIKIZELA: And, you were sent back to the cell and you were even charged?

MS MOYESHA: Yes, I was.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And, you were asked to pay R200, then what happened to this case?

MS MOYESHA: We went to court.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: What was the outcome?

MS MOYESHA: We were sentenced to pay R200 and it was the end.
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MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now, what is your request to this Commission, how can we help you as a
Commission?

MS MOYESHA: Firstly, ever since I was shot, I didn't enjoy good health and secondly, I would ask that this
Truth Commission should now have mercy upon us and bring these Whites who shot us to come and ask for
ask for an apology from us because they owe us an apology. Most people lost there relatives, some lost their
husbands.

Thirdly I would like to say I have a child who is of school going age and the pension money I am getting is



...(tape ends)

--------------------

 

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to say a word or gratitude to all these witnesses that gave evidence before this
commission on this Langa massacre. These witnesses on the stage and even those who are seated down
there and perhaps some who may have left.

I would like to say, we honour you because though this Commission is supposed not to take sides, it
becomes very difficult that we could close our eyes and pretend not to see the bravery of the people evident
as it may be, we therefore honour you because we see some heroes amongst you who have contributed
greatly to the struggle of liberation here in South Africa.

As we are listening, it is very evident that this was not a mistake but this incident occurred at a time when the
struggle of the anti-apartheid was reaching a time when people had to sacrifice for liberation and so some of
you handed over their relatives, some contributed themselves. At that time, the government of apartheid was
fighting a war UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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and I mean it. That is why instead of the policemen being given arms like that shots, like ordinary rubber
firearms, when they were looking at the procession of the funeral they were given live ammunition they were
given some ammunition that is used in wars, whereas they were going to a procession for the people who
were getting to a funeral.

We have listened to your requests as presented to this Commission and I would like to say some of these
requests can be considered and something can be done, but some of these are beyond our power. The
President and his cabinet could consider them.

The requests that are in our power as this Commission, we are prepared to attend to and we are going to do
everything, as much as we can.

I cannot mention all of them, but I have heard you when you say you want the names of the killers because
people did not shoot themselves, but they were shot on this particular day.

I have heard when you said you also would like to know what happened to the 14 corpses that went missing
because according to what you know, the people who died on that day were not just 19 or 20 but 34 people
died.

I have heard you when you said we should bring these people to the front to appear before this Commission
the Judge Kannemeyer to come and tell the whole of South Africa about his investigation and findings which
impressed the Parliament and the Minister of Law and Order was very much impressed about. This Minister
of Law was Mr Le Grange.

According to the excerpt from the newspaper, he says Mr Kannemeyer, he thanks him for the (...indistinct).
Then your request is that he should come before this Commission to
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come and show to us the thoroughness and the incapable manner that was referred to by Le Grange.

You also said that you want us to bring forward the magistrate, that were attending to these banning orders
of which one was released by night and you want us to find out from them what law authorised them to do so.
And you also want the head of the policemen to come before this Commission together with the doctors who
were working in the hospitals at the time together with Mr Anderson who was the secretary of the Town
Council who expelled the drivers of the ambulance.

You have got quite a substantial number of requests and we are going to attend to all these but I have stated
that some of your requests are beyond our power but they could attended to by the president of this country
together with his cabinet.

These are requests like, that there should be a tombstone here to show that Uitenhage was placed in the
map of the world because of the sacrifice you did on that day, otherwise, before that, Uitenhage was
unknown.

You also made a request that there should be some compensation to the people who made this very big
contribution and it should be compared to the compensation that was given to the South African Defence
Force who are evil-doers. This request that we should look into the money that was given out by the
government was it received by the people in full. This we are going to look into. But those about the
tombstone, about the compensation, about asking for the hall, about asking for the creche and also to
upgrade the living standards of the people, all those are going to be compiled into the report that is going to
be
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referred to the President of this country, otherwise all those that I mentioned earlier on we are going to
address and if there is no response to them you should go and consult Reverend Xundu because he is
nearest to you.

We shall therefore thank all of you for the evidence you have given before us and even the task you have laid
before us. We are going to do everything within our powers and the rest we have left for the President and
his cabinet to conclude.

We are therefore going to close for the day and then march on to the scene of the incident to meet tomorrow
morning to conclude as tomorrow this is going to be the last day and we are going to look into the matters of
the UDF. Thank you.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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CHAIRPERSON: The next witness is Diliza Mayford Mfazwe.

DILIZA MAYFORD MFAZWE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Mfazwe, as the last witness as we are going to conclude. We are going to hand
you over to Rev Xundu who is going to question you on behalf of the Commission. We have your statement here in
front of us, which is quite lengthy, we are going to read it thoroughly, so there is no need for you to mention everything
that has already been recorded in this statement. But there are just a few questions that will be posed on some matters
that are not very clear, so I hope you will do exactly that. Over to you Rev Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. Thank you, I know he is going to abide and do as you have asked because this
statement it quite long, and the story as well. You became a struggler from 1950 and some of the people here who are
Commissioners were not born yet. I am not going to get into details. Now, could you just briefly tell us and I can see
here you were a member of the Youth League in 1950, and in 1957 you were in the forefront in the struggle, and during
the Sharpeville massacre, you were also locked in for 60 days, and I think you are one of the people who have been very
loyal to the struggle despite of all the nasty experiences and the arrests that were happening to you.
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Now, our main point here today is to look at the gross violations of the Human Rights. I can see that there are seven
things that you have mentioned about your getting to Lesotho, it is not that we disregard all these, we know they form
part of the story, we are now concerned about the violation of the human rights. Now, lets look directly into this matter.
There are certain things that affected your health, towards the end of your story you have mentioned these and in 1985
during the state of emergency, you were arrested and assaulted and your eardrum was punctured and this is considered
as a violation. I want you to listen carefully and even to look at me. Mr Mfazwe would you look at me.

Mr Mfazwe, this Commission is asking that you should work together with it, so if you do not cooperate, people are
going to be impatient and not give you a hearing and therefore this is going to disrupt your story. We read about your
struggle for liberation and we were impressed. Now, we would like to focus on your health that was affected.

Something that affected your health was after the state of emergency, when your eardrum was punctured, and you were
unable to hear, so therefore we want you to cooperate with us. Look at me because when you talk, I shall be interrupting
because you can't go on and on and on.

Now, could you explain briefly, don't refer to any file please, put them aside, that is not going to help us, we have got
your statement. Say it in brief, Sir.



MR MFAZWE: I thank you Mr Chairperson for this opportunity to explain what happened in 1985.

In November 1984 when I came to Nobuhle and I was
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coming from Dimbaza Township, I became aware that in any minute, there could be some fighting, as a result of certain
things that was said by the council and the residents of Uitenhage. There was a conflict about rent between the
municipality and the rent residents. The municipality wanted the people to pay the full rates and service charges, and the
residents of Uitenhage were complaining because they felt that their houses were very old, they had started to occupy
them from 1968.

REV XUNDU: Now which organisation did you join on your arrival?

MR MFAZWE: I didn't immediately join any organisation, I was just watching. That was the time when these people
were organising the UDF and at that time, their leader was Alan Boesak, so when I met some comrades, I knew. They
told me that the UDF had just been established because they had seen that it was very important that there should be an
organisation. Then, I refused to join the UDF because I was a member of the ANC despite that it had been banned at the
time and I was not telling the world that I was a member of the ANC at the time.

There was a meeting that was held by the council and the UDF in a certain hall and then they disagreed because the
UDF did not want the rent payers to pay the charges and they felt that these houses that they were living in, they were
very old and they were complaining about their high rent that they had to pay.

REV XUNDU: You mentioned something about a sound, what sound was this?

MR MFAZWE: Then, people say that this meeting ended with the councillors being stoned and then the following
morning
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I was told that the councillors could not address the matter properly so I left it like that.

A few days later, I heard that Benjamin Kinikini was the only one who was going to continue as a councillor because all
the others were going to resign and were being forced to resign and they did that, so Benjamin remained the only
councillor.

REV XUNDU: Could you just wait and tell us about the human rights violation that affected you?

MR MFAZWE: What makes me to mention all of this, is that as time went on, since I had just arrived here, I was in
panic for my children who were moving all over, going to shebeens, joining toyi toyi's and boycotts. I was always
uncomfortable because I always they were going to participate in the demonstration.

Then, one day I was with my brother and someone asked me to come and see, I went and saw a crowd of the youth, I
saw policemen and there was teargas that was administered. Then this caused the youth to disperse and run away. I
could even feel the fumes on my eyes and I wiped my eyes.

REV XUNDU: Can we talk about July 1985, about an incident in Cradock, an incident that lead to your arrest.

MR MFAZWE: There was the funeral of the UDF members, the Cradock four, these were friends to my children Ford
Kalata is my relative, Goniwe Matthews.



There was fighting in Cradock because the policemen wanted Goniwe to relocate to Graaff Reinet.

REV XUNDU: Now, you had attended this funeral to go and show your solidarity with them?

MR MFAZWE: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Then you were arrested. Then what did they do
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to you in jail. How did they torture you, because you say that there was gross violation on your person?

MR MFAZWE: This funeral ...(intervention)

REV XUNDU: No, you were in jail, start from there. What was done to you in jail, in the form of torture? Were you
assaulted?

MR MFAZWE: The very first day I was in jail, I met Neil, I met Xhoko, I met Mzimasi. We were excited over each
other, but I told them that I had been assaulted. I was coming from Uitenhage.

REV XUNDU: Did you know any of these people who had beaten you? Did you know any of those people who had
assaulted you, I mean the police?

MR MFAZWE: They assaulted me at the time I was going out of the house. A policeman punched me here on my
forehead and I fell on my back. They beat me anyhow, vigorously, kicking my whole body and there was blood coming
out of my ear.

REV XUNDU: So there is no policeman that you identify amongst those policemen who were beating you?

MR MFAZWE: One of them I knew amongst those police was Gerben. I didn't know the other young black policemen.

REV XUNDU: So, you say that they took you to a doctor because you were injured?

MR MFAZWE: The following day they took me to a doctor and this doctor was the doctor who used to attend prisoners
in jail.

REV XUNDU: Now you say that this doctor was present at the time you were being assaulted? So, he examined you
and gave you medicine?

MR MFAZWE: Yes, he gave an instruction that I be given some medicine and some other ointment to use on my ears.
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REV XUNDU: Then when you could not hear, did you get any attention for loosing your hearing? As a result of this
attack, did you see any doctor?

MR MFAZWE: Yes, they were forced to take me to the Livingstone hospital.

REV XUNDU: Then, when you were released, in December, how did you feel? Where you still getting some treatment?

MR MFAZWE: When I came out of jail, I stood there at Madale.



REV XUNDU: When did you get your hearing aids?

MR MFAZWE: I got them there.

REV XUNDU: Let us conclude now and ask, what are your wishes that you would like to put forward to this
Commission?

MR MFAZWE: I want some assistance because the people who attacked me damaged me for the rest of my life and
now the government of De Klerk is compared to pay the compensation for this damage. I need this compensation,
starting from 1985 up till now.

REV XUNDU: What kind of payment do you want? Do you want medical treatment or medical aids?

MR MFAZWE: Yes, I want some medical treatment, because I do not have any medical aid.

REV XUNDU: Do you get any pension?

MR MFAZWE: Yes, I do get a pension.

REV XUNDU: In one minute, could you just tell us any other thing that you would like to say to this Commission.

MR MFAZWE: My other wish, Mr Chairperson, is that I do not have any accommodation because of these policemen,
because when they beat me they made things very difficult for me such that I was unable to pay rent and I had to buy a
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so these policemen should pay back my expenses for having to buy a house. I had to sell my house.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Mfazwe. The Chairperson has heard everything, and I am now going to hand over to him
and he is now going to conclude.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Mfazwe for your testimony, we know that you had a very long story, but because
of our position as a Committee, you decided to therefore to cut it short and you focused mainly this matter on gross
violation of the human rights.

Some of the things you have asked from us are going to be referred to the President of this country, but some of them
will be attended to by this Commission. I wouldn't like to ask you to go back to your seat because I would take this
opportunity to say, we are now closing this hearing, I thank the mayor of Uitenhage, the members of the council, by
allowing us the use of this venue and not even charge us a brass penny.

I don't know whether the Mayor is here, if he is not here, could someone extend my word of gratitude to him. We thank
the Ministers who were conducting the prayers, and even for their contribution for this hearing.

We also thank our Interpreters who are seated here behind us, they have done it efficiently and we have enjoyed it.

We thank people from the VW, who gave us transport so that we could transport the witnesses to and from.

We thank the policemen who kept order in this hearing, in such a way that it had to continue, through yesterday, we get
an explanation after, we therefore extend our gratitude to them.
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We must thank the community of Uitenhage. I don't want us to forget that for quite some time, the whole of yesterday



and Monday we had no problem, it is only that certain people wanted to disturb all this because in whatever we do, we
have got to do it with respect.

I would like to thank the victims support group of Uitenhage. We would like also to extend the gratitude to them for the
wonderful work that they have done. This hearing in Uitenhage has been a success during the three weeks. We wouldn't
have been able to have done this without your support.

We thank all the community structures of Uitenhage, that have support to this hearing. We thank the residents who came
here in great numbers and mainly they gave us the full respect as a Commission which we can never forget, though it
was disturbed towards the end by some people who are unruly.

We therefore wish to thank the panel, beginning with the Commissioners, Denzil Potgieter, Mapule Ramashala, who
come from the Western Cape. They have been with us in Queenstown, and I think they have been with us before that
and indeed we have gotten used to being with them in hearings and we do wish to record our thanks to them, record our
appreciation of the effort that they make towards assisting us in handling this hearing. We are indeed taking you as our
friends and our comrades in our work.

We wish to thank our staff, regional manager. Our staff members for their support, and lastly but not least, I would like
to thank our colleagues, Ntsiki Sandi, Tiny Maya, Mcebisi Xundu, not only for the hard work that they do, but for their
spirit of working together that we have
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achieved and the friendship that continue to get.

Lastly, I would like to say this hearing now has come to an end. We shall meet in two weeks time as this Commission at
Bisho, for the Bisho massacre. I thank you all.

PANEL MEMBER: Excuse me for a moment, I would like you to give the Chairman an applaud so that he can go away
smiling, thank you.

------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: . . . . . Thank you Mr Chairperson and can I lead Nocawe into an oath.

ROSEY NOCAWE MHLAWULI: (Sworn duly states)

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Rosey Mhlawuli we welcome you before this Commission and we thank you that you have
availed yourself on behalf of Thobile Busakwe. We are now going to hand you over to Ms Pumla Madikizela-Gobodo
who is going to lead you with questions on behalf of this Commission. Over to you Pumla.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

We greet you Nocawe. We did talk earlier on. Could you explain to us how you were affected and shot by the police as
you were going round with Thobile's mother to investigate about Thobile's matter. Could you please first explain to us
when this incident happened in 1986, where were you staying?

MRS MHLAWULI: I was staying in 7th Avenue, in Despatch.

MS GOBODO: Is that a small town nearby here, Uitenhage?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: What was happening in Uitenhage at the time. What was the atmosphere at the time?

MRS MHLAWULI: It was very bad, it was the time when children were dying and on this particular night, Thobile
Busakwe's mother came to me at 2.00am and knocked at our door. We opened for her and she said the police had just
left her house and they had come to take Thobile Busakwe 's identity document. He wanted to go and check in the hall
as to what Thobile had actually done, because he thought that perhaps Thobile had done something wrong in the hall.

I decided to accompany her.

MS GOBODO: So you say Thobile's mother could not hear properly?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: She came to you as a neighbour after the police had come to demand Thobile's identity document?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: Was it the usual practice that the policemen should come and demand identity documents that belonged
to children at that time.



MRS MHLAWULI: No. We were shocked as a result. That is why we thought Thobile had done something at the hall
which was the reason why we went to the hall and at the hall he was not there.

This hall was not very far from the place of the Chaka policemen. In the hall there was a discotheque and so we decided
to go to the Chaka policemen where Thobile's mother was going to tell them that Thobile had disappeared.

MS GOBODO: Now, you say the Tshaka's had an office there in the location, was it an office for the police called the
"Ama Tshaka".

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: Is that were you went them that you could not find Thobile?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes. So these policemen said we should go to the charge office and they were preparing, but we
did not know that they were preparing to shoot us.

I could hear them shuffling and we decided to run into the street to the car we had parked quite a distance from this
office.

There were loud shots and I was hit all over the body, at the back and I didn't know what had happened to Thobile's
mother because I was all by myself in the street.

As I was getting into the car, I turned and then I was hit just behind the ear with a bullet and I was bleeding profusely. I
sat there and I was terrified in a very bad way, then my daughter came and asked "Were are you sissy, are you not
injured", I said "No, they have shot me", then I said, "Please speak softly because they are now going to arrest me and
send me to jail", so we moved on.

MS GOBODO: Did you go to your house?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: As you were saying your daughter should not speak loudly because you were terrified that if they had
seen that you had been injured they were going to arrest you and lock you in?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes. So we went to the house and I was very thirsty and then my sister said I should not drink
because people had the belief that if were to drink water, I was going to die so I slept in one of the bedrooms and at
night, my cousin-brother lifted me up.

They wanted to take me to a doctor but I was refusing. I was very scared that the policemen were going to get hold of
me and therefore I decided to sleep with the intention that I would go to the doctor the following morning.

I went to Dr Mzimba who was very helpful. He did not even accept the examination fee from us and he kept on helping
me and he gave me a medical certificate so that I could not go to work. Every Saturday I would go to him for treatment
and he would say all these pellets were going to simply come out on their own.

MS GOBODO: Could you explain to us, I would like to tell this gathering that I did see the marks where there were
these pellets just before you came here. There are several other things that I noted.

Firstly, is that you were scared to go and consult a doctor because that was going to put you into some disadvantage to
be arrested by the police, so you had to bear the pain because you were frightened?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, I was frightened because the police were aware that they had shot me and so they would get
hold of me and throw me into jail.

MS GOBODO: What was actually happening to the people if they were found injured. What did the police do to the
people?



MRS MHLAWULI: They would take them to jail instead of taking them to hospital and then you would be kept there in
jail and perhaps by chance you would be taken to the hospital and some people would even die there. If you were
discharged from hospital you would be taken back to jail, that is why I opted to go to Dr Mzimba.

MS GOBODO: The second thing you mentioned was that you opted not to tell your problem at work. You had to give
an excuse that you were suffering from flu, as you were supported by Dr Mzimba. Is it you who made this request to the
doctor?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, because I was frightened that at work they would even expel me.

MS GOBODO: How were you working at work?

MRS MHLAWULI: I was working very badly because I was limping and then the matron asked me one day "I heard
that you have a wound, you have been shot", and I denied, but what gave me away was that I was limping on both legs,
but fortunately they did not actually spot me. I then decided to leave work.

I couldn't even stand, I couldn't walk, I had to relax and really, I was liable to be dismissed at work.

MS GOBODO: I understand we are talking about you, but Thobile's name has been mentioned, I would ask you to tell
us what happened to Thobile?

MRS MHLAWULI: Thobile was buried very painfully because on that they many people were being arrested and there
was a restriction that the people at the funeral should not exceed 100 in number.

Some children were being beaten with sjamboks and bats, it was just policemen all over when Thobile was being buried.

MS GOBODO: So, Thobile's funeral was a huge funeral?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, but we couldn't go to the funeral because people were turned back. Some were arrested, some
were beaten up, it was just very serious. We still remember, we remember some of the people died, they were shot at the
times of the funerals. We remember all those incidents.

MS GOBODO: What is the name of Thobile's mother?

MRS MHLAWULI: She is Nomsindo Klaas.

MS GOBODO: How many children did she have?

MRS MHLAWULI: She had one child, Thobile.

MS GOBODO: So, the only child was killed?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes.

MS GOBODO: So now when they asked for Thobile's reference book, was he dead or was he still alive?

MRS MHLAWULI: No. He was dead, because we heard of it in the morning that Thobile had died. They asked for his
identity document only because they wanted to make sure that it was him who had died.

MS GOBODO: I am now going to ask you the last question and then hand you over to other member. What are your
wishes now that you have appeared before this Commission.

MRS MHLAWULI: I really can't tell, but I would say, if I were to get some pension because I can never be able to
work.



MS GOBODO: Was there any court case opened about what happened to you?

MRS MHLAWULI: No. There wasn't.

MS GOBODO: You just decided to sit because you were scared?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, I was. Even consulting doctors, I have never been since that time I last consulted Dr Mzimba
and I went to hospital once and I explained what had happened to me and I was frightened, even then.

MS GOBODO: Can Thobile's mother give evidence about your shooting?

MRS MHLAWULI: Yes, she can.

MS GOBODO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Pumla.

Are there any questions?

Mrs Mhlawuli we thank you for your story as presented before this Commission and we promise that we are going to
make a follow up like all other incidents.

If there are any other things we would like to be clear about, we are going to call you, for now everything is clear. We
thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: . . . of the Region, I would like to swear Xolisile Thikane Mthimkulu in.

XOLISILE THIKANE MTHIMKULU: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mthimkulu, we welcome you and we also thank you that you have availed yourself before this
Commission on a very important issue when there was attempted murder. We are therefore going to ask you to answer
the questions as posed to you by Ms Tiny Maya on behalf of this Commission.

MS MAYA: I thank you Mr Chairperson.

I greet you Xolisile. In this statement before us here, we see that you are going to tell us about an incident in 1985 when
you were still a Std. 9 pupil at Phakamisa High School.

We are going to ask you first to tell us how was the situation in your location and even in the schools, because according
to what we see here, you were shot within the school premises. What was the reason for that?

MR MTHIMKULU: Firstly, we were students fighting for our rights, mainly we wanted the SRC's to be recognised in
our schools.

MS MAYA: What led to the shooting of the students within the premises?

MR MTHIMKULU: On the 23rd July 1985, we were at school and we were protesting. At about 10 or 11 'o clock a
certain man came to explain to us that at Ndzondelelo School the policemen were beating up the school children, that is
what we got from this young man.

As students we decided instead of getting injured out of the school yard, we should be injured within the premises so we
kept within. A certain white E20 drove in and the person just looked like policemen but I can't explain, they were
working at Le Granse and they were lead by Sgt. Bahlekazi Tungata, amongst them was Warrant Office Standford
Mene, there was also Constable Zwane and Constable Qhayiso.

When they arrived, as students we decided to get into the laboratory and we saw Sgt. Tungata alighting from a car,
demanding a key from the Caretaker and yet the key was with us. The Caretaker said the key was with the students.

MS MAYA: What key was this?

MR MTHIMKULU: This was the key for the gate. So, what Tungata did was he came out and with a firearm and he
shot in the air and fired a second shot. This was too much for us because this man was notorious for killing people.

We then decided to get into the laboratory in seek for shelter. He shot for a third time and he jumped over the fence
getting into the school yard. When he fired his third shot he was within the school premises. There were some in front



going out - we all went out running away. As we were turning round the school there was one boy named Mtobele
Mgane who was shot, but I don't know who shot him. I then jumped over him as I was running and as I was next to the
tennis court I could hear the sound of the shooting.

I looked and saw a policeman standing on the other side of the fence and she shot me in the head and I fell down. I fell
into a ditch, there after I became unconscious.

MS MAYA: Just before these policemen shot you, did you see him?

MR MTHIMKULU: No. I did not know them, the only person I knew was Tungata because even in the meetings we
held we used to see him, otherwise I did not know the others, I just got to know about their names later on.

The principal came because he had been away at the time, they took us into a car and I was with Mtobele Mgane and
another teacher. What surprised me is that the person who gave the name of the person sitting next to me was me,
because I regained consciousness, though I again lost consciousness and I was taken to Dr. . . . . . (inaudible) surgery.

I was then referred to Livingstone Hospital where I was admitted and I was there for quite some time - unconscious. As
I regained consciousness, one of my legs was tied onto the bed and one side of me was paralysed. After some time, I
was discharged from hospital and I was taken to my house by the principal.

On Friday morning whilst I was lying at home I saw a white man coming into our house. He knocked and they let him
in, he was with Mr Oliefant who was a policeman in Le Granse. When they entered they asked "Are you Xolisile?", then
I said "Don't ask me, ask my mother" - who was there with my grandmother and my grandmother asked "What are you
going to do, are you going to kill him?" and then this man said, "No, we are not with those people, I am now the
investigating officer and I want to take him to school and from there, I want us to go to Le Granse where he is going to
give a statement".

He took me to school and at school I just said what I could remember and I was taken to Le Granse and he asked me
who had shot me. I told him that I had been shot by Tungata - I said that because he was the one in the lead of that
particular group. One thing I have left out is that in this car there were not four passengers, there were about eight
passengers in that E20 and the people I actually saw were four.

MS MAYA: According to what you know, how many students got injured and died in this incident?

MR MTHIMKULU: They were Mtobele Mgane, Gideon Skep and the third who died, I don't know his name, but they
say even some teachers were shot and got injured. One teacher I can recall is Mr Saphuku who was clapped by Tungata.

MS MAYA: How long were you in hospital?

MR MTHIMKULU: I just can't recall, but it was quite a long time.

MS MAYA: When you were discharged, what did you do, where did you go to?

MR MTHIMKULU: They phoned our school principal who fetched me and took me home.

MS MAYA: What were the injuries you sustained?

MR MTHIMKULU: I was paralysed one side and I had this wound on my head and I had a constant headache, such that
I could not sleep on the pillow, I had to sleep flat on the bed.

MS MAYA: Where you able to continue with your studies after this incident?

MR MTHIMKULU: In 1987 I tried to go back to school but I could see that I was unhappy, I was frightened as before
and there was a certain teacher here in school who was our history teacher, he used to talk loudly and this irritated me
and I stated taking epileptic fits. I talked to my family and decided that I should leave school.



MS MAYA: How long did you go on having fits?

MR MTHIMKULU: This stopped in 1990 because of the treatment I got.

MS MAYA: And then did you pursue your education?

MR MTHIMKULU: No, I couldn't even work.

MS MAYA: Now, this shooting, how did it affect your life?

MR MTHIMKULU: This is really killing me because when I look back and see those students I was at school with,
some of them are teachers, some have got their own houses and even people keep on asking me "Are you not working?"

The teachers would even ask me "Where are you now?" and this kills me, it is unbearable to me because when I see a
person I was a school with, I decide to evade because I know the questions that are going to be posed to me.

MS MAYA: Is there any other thing you would like to say in addition to your statement. Or let me say, I am sure you
perhaps have a wish or a request to bring forward to this Commission. What could it be?

MR MTHIMKULU: I have left out a point. At the time they took me to Le Granse, there was a white policemen named
Strydom. Strydom was his name, an old man, he asked me and my mother whether we had put in a claim. She said no.

He said we should not hurry by putting in a claim, he would tell us when, because he knew that some people are going
to come to us and advise us then we should disregard those people because he would ultimately come and then we
waited until now.

MS MAYA: Can you tell us, was there any court case in connection with this incident?

MR MTHIMKULU: Yes, there was. It was a New Law Court.

MS MAYA: What was the outcome of this case?

MR MTHIMKULU: It becomes very difficult to me because at the time I was very sick. I was always in the offices of
the UDF. I only made an appearance once and I would be there at the offices of the UDF, but the information that I get
was that Sgt. Tungata was sentenced to 11 years. Standford man was sentenced to 21 years, but a week thereafter I saw
them walking in the streets.

MS MAYA: Did you get rumours perhaps as to why they were discharged?

MR MTHIMKULU: They said they appealed and Tungata was later sentenced to 7 years and the other one 11 years, but
they were still not locked in. What I heard is that they were suspended, that was all.

MS MAYA: Let's go back to your wishes and to your request to this Commission.

MR MTHIMKULU: My wish is that I want to be able to claim because I was made not to claim. I was tricked.

Secondly, my request is that if this Commission could help, there could be some commentation of this shooting that
happened within the school premises.

MS MAYA: We thank you Xolisile. We are now going to hand you over to any of the other Commissioners who may
be interested to ask questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Pumla Madikizela-Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.



Xolisile, you made mention that when you went back to school you felt uncomfortable and you would have those
pictures of that day of the shooting. What pictures did you have?

MR MTHIMKULU: What brought these pictures was that I would have an echo of those sounds of the shooting. They
were still in my mind as if it was that actual day. During lessons I would go outside.

MS GOBODO: Trying to run away from these sounds?

MR MTHIMKULU: Yes.

MS GOBODO: In other words it was as if it would be that very day. How often would this happen to you, or did it
happen when it was the history period?

MR MTHIMKULU: It would happen all the time but mainly during the history period because the history teacher had a
loud voice.

MS GOBODO: So, it was the loud sound that would bring back these memories?

MR MTHIMKULU: Yes.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Xolisile.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Mr Denzil Potgieter.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

You said that you were shackled to the bed you say?

MR MTHIMKULU: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Why, and who shackled you?

MR MTHIMKULU: I think the doctors and the nurses.

MR POTGIETER: Was it because of your condition?

MR MTHIMKULU: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: OK, I understand.

I would just like to explain why I asked these questions. Most times people don't have a clear picture of how the young
children are affected. There is something that is called post-traumatic post-disorder and these are signs for that. When
you are sitting then you have memories of past events. This is a disorder and this is a condition that was not observed,
only because you looked as if you were surviving, but this needs some attention.

You find that a lot of the youth that could not go back to school suffered from such disorders and they failed to
concentrate in class and it is therefore hurting to hear you talking like that, because it is very difficult that you should be
employed and it is important that you should look into this matter.

The Chairperson has asked me to thank you, so on behalf of the Chairperson and this Commission I want to thank you
and say, what happened to you and the other youth members was very painful, especially in Uitenhage here in the
Eastern Cape.

We know that the powers of the policemen grew at the time when soldiers started patrolling in black locations and this
spread all over the country and how people were shot, we are aware and it is very painful.



The example you have given to us that the policemen were very desperate to an extent that they had to jump over fences
so as to kill the youth, only because they could see that the youth was in the forefront of the struggle.

We therefore thank you gentlemen for coming here, it is painful to hear that your life came to a standstill as a result of
this incident and we are definitely going to look into your request. We thank you.
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CHAIRMAN: Are you both going to take the oath.

MS MXOLI: Yes, we are.

NOMBUYISELO BEAUTY MXOLI: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRMAN: What is the name of your companion?

MS MXOLI: Eunice Manye.

EUNICE MANYE: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRMAN: Nombuyiselo Beauty Moxoli and your sister, we welcome you to this Commission. You have come to
give testimony on the death after the disappearance of Vuyani Nojayiti Mxoli. We are then going to hand you over to
Reverend Xundu who is going to lead you by asking questions that this Commission would like to forward to you. We
therefore ask that you should reply very clearly and as much as you know and tell us the truth according to what you
know. Over to you Reverend. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD XUNDU: Firstly, Nonbuyiselo. I would like to ask where do you live?

MS MXOLI: I live in 11377 at Site.

REVD XUNDU: What is your clan name?

MS MXOLI: I am Manzo Mxoli. . . . (inaudible)

REVD XUNDU: At Site, could you tell us your activities as a resident and what type of work you do?

MS MXOLI: I grew up there and I went to school at Ngingza but I am now working.

REVD XUNDU: How related are you to Vuyani?

MS MXOLI: I am his sister.

REVD XUNDU: Now you say Vuyani was a COSAS activist?

MS MXOLI: Yes.



REVD XUNDU: Was he perhaps a chairman or just an ordinary member?

MS MXOLI: He was an SRC member at Mtzontsundu.

REVD XUNDU: On this day or at this time, you say a certain Nkululeko came and called him, now can you tell us more
about this incident?

MS MXOLI: At about 5 o'clock on a Friday 1985, I can't tell the date, Nkululeko came who was a friend to him, I don't
know whether they were in the same school but Nkululeko was working already. He took my brother away and they
said they were going home. I asked them not to come back late because I was aware that the Boers were after him.

I went to bed and I thought perhaps he had spent the night at home, then early in the morning there was a knock at the
door. Because I had my own place, he had come to stay with me because the Boers were after him. So there was a
woman who knocked at the door and I opened and she had a hat that belonged to Vuyani her hand. I asked her what she
wanted. She took me and went to a certain street nearby.

REVD XUNDU: Do you still remember the name of this woman?

MS MXOLI: No, I don't remember her name.

REVD XUNDU: Was it a person you knew.

MS MXOLI: Yes, I knew her because we lived in the same street. So as we were entering this house, there was a big
dog and it wasn't easy to get in because the dog was vicious, so we went round the house. It was very difficult to get
there and I found Vuyani lying on his stomach. He was dressed in a school uniform in a grey trouser and a white shirt.

He was dressed in a white shirt and he was lying on his tummy and his hands were placed on the back of his body.
Looking at him, I spotted some holes, a lot of holes if they were made by bullets, then I couldn't look at him any further.
I went to call my brothers at home.

REVD XUNDU: So, as you could see the hands placed at the back. Were they tied.

MS MXOLI: No. It was as if they had untied the belt and the trousers were down on the knees. I asked this woman why
she did not come to call me at night.

The neighbours came out and I could see in this passage that in this house this woman had not heard what had
happened. It was as if someone had been guarding my brother. Even the neighbours confirmed that they had heard all
what was happening, but they were scared to go out of the house as Vuyani was sleeping he was sleeping next to this
woman who had come to call me.

REVD XUNDU: But this woman did not come to call you.

MS MXOLI: No. So when my brothers came they took Vuyani's body and turned it and they saw some bullet holes all
over his body and they ran for an ambulance but police came before and they took photos of the body so they took
Vuyani.

After they had left, Nkululeko came crying in the company of his mother and I asked him why he did not informed me
that Vuyani had been shot.

Nkululeko is the one who fetched Vuyani from home, so I asked him and he said he had been very scared to come and
tell me. Then my mother had said that Nkululeko should sleep, so we left them.

REVD XUNDU: Now, what other evidence did Nkulukeko have about this incident. What did he actually say?

MS MXOLI: He said they were standing in the street and then there was shooting. Vuyani was standing somewhere
with the girlfriend and he ran away.



So we went home and after that whilst we were sitting with my mother, policemen came asking for Vuyani's clothes
because they wanted to identify the bullet holes. They took the clothes with them and before the funeral they asked us to
come to Liskraans and asked whether we had not heard who had shot Vuyani and we said we did not know then the
police promised that they were going to investigate.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any inquest about this death?

MS MXOLI: Just before his funeral.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any inquest by the police trying to investigate and to find out what had caused the death of
Vuyani.

MS MXOLI: Sis Lucy knows about it.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN: Could you give over to her to explain to us about this matter. Just before you give an explanation, just tell
us how related you are to this family.

MS MANYI: Yes, I am related to them.

REVD XUNDU: Now, could you tell us further as to whether there was any inquest or any investigation as to what was
the cause of the death?

MS MANYI: If I were to begin from the time there were these problems, I would say, after the shooting of Vuyani
Mxoli we were taking by policemen to a mortuary and the family members were visited by two white policemen and
were at the charge office at the time and Beauty was there.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know these policemen?

MS MANYI: No, but one was a white policemen from Le Granse. Then they asked whether we were the people related
to Vuyani and we said yes.



They left us for about 30 minutes and then they came back and they said I should go with them to go and identify
Vuyani's body. When we got to this dark place where the corpses were, who were just thrown callously and Vuyani's
corpse was underneath. They left me there.

I started praying because it was my first experience with such a lot of corpses and I then identified and they came back
and they asked whether I had not seen him, I said no and ultimately I got his body underneath the other corpses. There
was one white man in charge of the mortuary who said are you sure, then, I said yes, I am sure.

They took the body and they asked for the undertaker, then I said it was going to be Head Bush. They took us into a
motor car and they drove us to Le Granse. They asked us who had shot this boy. We said we did not know, then they
said go and look for that person.

They wanted to go with us to go and get his clothes so that they could be able to identify what were the types of bullets
that shot him dead.

REVD XUNDU: Now, when you got there, was there a death certificate you received.

MS MANYI: No. Up to now we never received any certificate. They took us, they followed in hippos to our house and
they demanded that we should give them the clothes that he was wearing at the time he was shot. Those policemen took
those clothes up to date.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any other thing, some information as to how he had died.

MS MANYI: The following year I received a letter from the Messenger of the Court and there was a white man who
said to me, who showed two photographs to me and one was that of Vuyani Mxoli and then he asked whether we had
not found out who had killed him and they said they were still investigating. So I went away.

REVD XUNDU: Now we go back to the day of the funeral. Now, the policemen were they showing any interest that
they could be perhaps be implicated in the death of this boy.

MS MANYI: We waited when we had to bury the body. We were unable to get the body because they were saying they
were still busy and talking. After a long time they said we could bury him.

REVD XUNDU: Did you bury him at Sisonke?

MS MANYI: Yes, we did.

REVD XUNDU: Vuyani's mother, was she old or young at the time.

MS MANYI: She was quite old.

REVD XUNDU: Now, you say in your statement after the death of her son, her health was affected?

MS MANYI: She said she would sometimes think, it was haunting her and she would keep on talking about it.

REVD XUNDU: Now what was the actual illness that his mother had which could have been caused, for instance, by
the shock.

MS MANYI: She has got a heart condition, she is diabetic, she becomes dizzy to an extent that she can't walk all by
herself.

REVD XUNDU: Now, as you ask telling us this story, you are indicating that you were not satisfied as to who exactly
was the murderer of Vuyani and would like therefor to know.

According to you, how do you think this Commission could help you, but before you answer the question, I would like
to find out, that before the funeral you say the body was taken from you or was this body taken from the mortuary?



MS MANYI: It was taken from the mortuary and it was difficult for them to release the body.

REVD XUNDU: And then when the police did not allow you to transfer the body from the police mortuary to the
mortuary owned by Head Bush?

MS MANYI: I am not certain about this, so I will hand over to my sister here.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRPMAN: We are about to conclude.

MRS MXOLI: We just want a few things to be cleared. At the time, they gave problems at the time the body was at the
mortuary, but we waited for the body and then a comrade came to tell us that they had taken the body to the charge
office and I had to go there with the Minister to the charge office.

We found the policemen sitting on the coffin and they asked who were the people who were in my company. I said they
were people who had attended the funeral.

It was the Boers who were sitting on the coffin. Then I told there I wanted my brother, we wanted to bury him because
he was dead and I did not understand why they didn't release the body and they asked me very silly questions and I
ended up crying and after ten minutes they released the corpse.

REVD XUNDU: Now, in your conclusion you have made mention that there are certain things you would like the
Commission to help you with, could you state them?

MS MXOLI: My wish is that my mother is still unhappy about this death. I would like this Commission to help and
investigate and find out the murderer of my brother because one other day in Mzontsundu some children came to burn a
school and my brother stopped them from doing so. Now, I want this Commission to investigate the person who shot
my brother and why he shot him.

REVD XUNDU: Now, you say your brother was standing with the girlfriend. Do you know the name of the girlfriend?

MS MXOLI: No, we don't know the girlfriend and she also did not give us any clue, she said something that we did not
understand, even Nkululeko did not tell anything.

REVD XUNDU: Is Nkululeko still alive?

MS MXOLI: Yes, he is still alive.

REVD XUNDU: What are the full names of Nkululeko.



MS MXOLI: He is Nkululeko Mkyliphi.

REVD XUNDU: Over to you Chairman.

CHAIRPMAN: Are there any questions Mr Denzil Potgieter.

MR POTGIETER: We have noted your request that we should assist and try and find out what happened. I am just
waiting for you to to get the translation.

We have noted your request that we help to try and find out what happened actually to your brother but it might be of
some assistance to us to get a little bit more information from you.

This happened in August of 1985 you say in your statement? What was the situation in the area where your brother was
shot at the time, was there unrest, what was the situation like?

MS MANYI: That was the time when it was rioters in our area, but at the very moment he was shot, there was no
fighting.

MR POTGIETER: You say it was riots. Were there police patrolling in that area at the time, during that time?

MS MANYI: Yes. Policemen were patrolling, I think it was during the time of the State of Emergency.

MR POTGIETER: And you said that you noted that there were various marks caused by birdshot pellets on the clothing
and the body of your brother. Is that correct?

MS MANYI: Yes, both sides, that is the front, the back and the sides, all over the body. There were many holes.

MR POTGIETER: So it appears as if your brother was shot with a shotgun, the one that shoots the small bullets.

MS MANYI: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: At that time, who was using this sort gun, this sort of shotgun in that area.

MS MANYI: It was the police.

MR POTGIETER: This kind of gun that shoots the pellets?

MS MANYI: Yes, it was.

MR POTGIETER: Thank your for assisting.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Pumla Madikizela-Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Honourable Commissioner. Nombuyiselo, many a times words cannot explain the suffering
and pain within a person especially when you see the body of a beloved person like Vuyani tattered as it was.

We have taken note of your pain, we sympathise with you, you did explain to us that the policemen were hunting
Vuyani, which was the reason why he was staying with you.

MS MANYI: It's because he was running away from the police.

MS GOBODO: Could you explain to us, what were certain things you observed that could have caused the police to
want Vuyani.

MS MANYI: Vuyani was a Comrade and he used to attend several meetings. He was very active and even at the time
when he died many people of high position in our area came up and they used to say he was of help to us and they said



Vuyani's death was a loss to them.

I remember one day, we were walking together, he was from a funeral and he had a T-shirt that was written "Steve
Biko" and we met a lot of white policemen and they dragged him because they wanted him to take off the T-shirt and he
talked to them, he struggled and they wanted to take him into a police van and I intervened. Then they took the T-shirt.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Nombuyiselo. We can see that you were very close as siblings with Vuyani.

MS MANYI: I liked Vuyani because you could see that he was going to take care of my mother.

REVD XUNDU: Was he the only son at home?

MS MANYI: No. There are two, but those surviving are not at good as Vuyani.

MS GOBODO: Yes, we know it is very tough especially when you think of what Vuyani could be doing today and you
are just left there without Vuyani.

MS MANYI: Vuyani was an asset to the family and he used to help my mother and my mother keeps on talking about
this.

MS GOBODO: Thank you. We can see that there is a lot you could say about Vuyani but I know it is very painful to
talk about him. We thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Nombuyiselo we thank you as this Commission for coming forward with your story which is causing
pain to you which cannot easily heal within you.

After so many years we still see tears running down the way its happening because of your brother then this is an
indication that this is a deep pain within you.

In other words we would say we have a wish that those who were in the government at the time, should be present here
in these hearings to observe these tears, to observe the pain that was caused during their regime.

The National Party last week gave its submission before the Commission and made mention that there was a time of
total onslaught. When they decided to respond in the total onslaught and we know that the youth like your brother got
hurt a lot during that time and it is them who carried the heavy load of the liberation and freedom.

Some of them disappeared and did it ended there, and some disappeared but they were found dead.

There are questions that are still there as to what actually happened to them as you are saying before this Commission.
We therefore thank you for your testimony and I would truthfully like to say that some of the questions that I asked can
never have questions ever, because those perpetrators did it in a very secret way, in such a way that it would be very
difficult to get the actual truth and we remaining suspecting one another.

There are filthy things that were done by experts who were experts of evil as a result.

All we can do therefore we shall do to the best of our ability with the help of God and perhaps we will be able to answer
some of the questions as to what happened to your brother.

We thank you therefore for your testimony and you should know that the freedom that South Africa has got is a result of
the attempts that were made by Vuyani. This is causing pain to you but I would like you to think that you are here today
because of the struggles that were done by people like Vuyani. We therefore thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON: We are at this point in time, going to ask Xolani Maxin Mzinzi to come closer and to be lead by Ms
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela.

XOLANI MAXIM MZINZI: (sworn states)

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you, I greet you Xolani and you are also going to give some explanation
connected to this incident which is a full picture of what happened in Langa in Cape Town in Sharpeville and even here
in Uitenhage. We therefore welcome you before this Commission. Just before you say anything, I would like to
highlight something that you have written here on your statement that the questions we had about the banning order you
have referred that when you got to the square you had got some pamphlets that were explaining about the second
banning order which stated that the funeral that was supposed to be conducted on that Thursday had been banned. Now
could you explain to us what these pamphlets looked like, and who were the writers?

MR MZINZI: Yes I picked it up. It was just a paper and there was no name written of the writer. It was just something,
no address.

UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

2 X MZINZI

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Was there no letterhead to show that it came from the government?

MR MZINZI: No, it had nothing that indicated that it was from the South African Defence Force.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Here you explained how you got shot, now could you tell us further when you got shot?

MR MZINZI: I was shot at the same time with the other people. We were just approaching section 16. I was in the third
row in that procession and what actually happened I saw Kwanele at the time he was falling and then when I was
turning to run away I also saw myself falling down. Whilst I was lying down there on my face, I was lifted up by a
policeman that was speaking Zulu and he pointed a gun at me asking whether I wanted him to shoot me dead. Then I did
not answer back. Fortunately an ambulance came and took me to hospital.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So this policeman that spoke Zulu was it one of those that were called the Amma
Chaka, named after the King of the Zulu's Chaka?

MR MZINZI: Yes, I think so.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Then, when they took you to Livingstone hospital and you were discharged, you were
taken to jail.



MR MZINZI: Yes, it is like that.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: For how long were you in jail?

MR MZINZI: I was in jail for 4 days.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: What was the reason they gave for locking you up?

MR MZINZI: They said they were arresting me for public violence.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Was it in connection with the stones
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that they had placed on the peoples hands at the time you were in pain?

MR MZINZI: Yes.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So, as they were shooting you they wanted to give an impression that you are the
people who caused the trouble?

MR MZINZI: Yes.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Now, what are your requests to this Commission?

MR MZINZI: My request is that ever since I got injured, I became an epileptic. Just once in three months and when it
happens it seems like a stroke because after 3 days, after the attack, I wont be able to eat, I wont be able to do anything.
Then this is an indication that I cannot be employed. The doctor said that I was nervous, and I could not go on with my
education, so I went as far as Matric. I can not go on with my education, so I am asking this Commission to consider
this problem of mine because there is no place were I can be employed. I have tried to get work for myself, but I am
unemployable.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: By the way, where were you hit?

MR MZINZI: I was hit by the bullet at the back of my head.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Did they take it out?

MR MZINZI: No, it just hit me and chipped, so it did not get into my head.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: But it caused you to get into hospital and you were semi-conscious?

MR MZINZI: Yes, I was.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Is there any other information or any other requests you have?

MR MZINZI: Yes, I am asking that there should be a centre
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that should be erected because some of us could not further our education and we cannot be employed, so if we could
have a centre where they are going to teach us some hand work so as to have some skill, we would be grateful. Thank



you.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Mr Mzinzi.

 

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We would like to ask the next witness, Mrs Nofinish Minah Blaauw, to come forward please.

NOFINISH MINAH BLAAUW: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Let me greet you. I want to thank you for your presence. I want to confirm your names, are you
Nofinish Minah Blaauw, is that correct?

MS BLAAUW: Yes that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: For a number of reasons, among them, the reason of time, and the fact that there are many of you here
who also need a chance to talk here today, I'm going to read what is important, what is in this statement and you are
going to confirm if all this is correct. If there is somewhere where you think it is not right, maybe some of the things you
forgot to include, you can just add them afterwards but the most important thing right now for the other witnesses here,
is to ensure that everything in this statement is correct and they must also tell what happened to them or maybe to their
friends or relatives and how the whole situation affected them. In conclusion they must also state clearly their requests
to the Commission.
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Let me start now. Your son by the name of Gladstone Buyile Blaauw was in that scene on that particular day.

MS BLAAUW: Yes that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: You heard that he was also shot.

MS BLAAUW: Yes that is also correct.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us about Buyile's accident, the whole thing, how the death of Buyile affected you?

MS BLAAUW: I was at home, I was not at the scene. He left in the morning and he said he was going to the funeral in
Gwanubushle.

CHAIRPERSON: I'm talking about the way the whole thing affected you at home, that such a young boy died in that
manner.

MS BLAAUW: It affected us.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you give us details? Especially on that part. Did you ever go to Jubilee Hotel?



MS BLAAUW: Yes we were called to the Jubilee Hotel.

CHAIRPERSON: Who called you?

MS BLAAUW: I don't know those people.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you please help and tell us what happened in that hotel?

MS BLAAUW: They said they were going to tell us about money.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you mean money?

MS BLAAUW: Yes, money.

CHAIRPERSON: What did they say about money?

MS BLAAUW: They said they were going to give us money.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there any money that you received from the government?

MS BLAAUW: Yes, we received some money, but I don't know how much.
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CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us about your health?

MS BLAAUW: I'm not too well, since the death of Buyile.

CHAIRPERSON: What kind of treatment are you getting from your doctor, Dr Monumil?

MS BLAAUW: I am suffering from high blood pressure.

CHAIRPERSON: When did the whole thing start? Did this happen after this accident or before?

MS BLAAUW: It started after Buyile's death. By the way you said who is this Luvuyu, Luvuyu is his child.

CHAIRPERSON: Where is Luvuyu now?

MS BLAAUW: Luvuyu is at home.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your request by the way containing this Luvuyu?

MS BLAAUW: I wish that Luvuyu can get a grant.

CHAIRPERSON: Where is Luvuyu's mother?

MS BLAAUW: His mother is working in Port Elizabeth.

CHAIRPERSON: Are they communicating?

MS BLAAUW: Yes, they are staying together but when he is attending school, he is staying with me.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything that you would like to add in this statement?



MS BLAAUW: There is nothing else besides the fact that I wish that there could be this memorial stone that should be
erected.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you also support this idea of this memorial?

MS BLAAUW: Yes, I support it.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like to swear Notayiti and ask her to stand.

NOTAYITI MAVIS NDOTSHAYISA: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you madam, and we thank you that you have availed yourself before this Commission
to come and give us your story about Melvin Mkwenkwe Ndotshayisa.

MR DENZIL POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good afternoon, and welcome. You have waited some time to
come up to the stage and tell your story to us and we are grateful for your patience.

Now, your evidence like most of the stories that we are hearing here today takes us back to 1985, which was a time of
extensive strife and conflict in Uitenhage and in fact your story concerns your late husband who was killed on the 24th
September 1985. Now, before we get to that, perhaps you can tell us very briefly about yourself, who you are, where do
you live before we get to the story about your husband.

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: In 1985 we were sleeping with my husband and it was at night, his name was Nkwenkwe
Ndotshayisa and at about 2.00am there was a knock at the door. It was policemen, black policemen. My husband stood
up and opened the door. He took a glass lamp and set it alight and the policemen asked "Where were the boys", my
husband said, "I don't have boys here in this house, I only have girls". Then the policemen asked him "Where are those
girls". My husband said there were no boys in that home, then he took this lamp and went into the girls bedroom and
there was one of my daughters by the name of Norita and this policemen beat Norita and my husband asked why they
were beating our daughter.

Then the police beat my husband and shot him in the leg and he fell down and I screamed and asked them why did they
shoot him. They pointed the gun at me an I ran out of the house.

I heard a loud shot as I was going out of the house and I was running at the time, then the policemen came out and I was
hiding somewhere and when I saw that they had gone out of the house, I went back and I found my husband lying down
on the floor. The intestines were exposed, then these policemen went to call the white policemen.

I then saw these white policemen coming into the house. There were many of them, round about seven in number.

They asked from those who were there, they asked why did you kill an elderly person. I don't know what answer they
gave. Then an ambulance was called by the very policemen and whilst the others were waiting in the house with me, but
the ambulance came when my husband had already died and he was taken away.

I think I am through with my evidence.

MR POTGIETER: It's clearly a very painful memory that you have got and we appreciate your sharing that with the



Commission. I know it is very hard for you to tell the story and give your evidence, but I just want to, and I don't want
to prolong it unnecessary. I just want to ask you one or two things. Just to try to get some clarity and try and get some
information that will help the Commission in trying to see what we can do about this incident.

The police that came into the house the first time, before the shooting happened, did you know any one of them?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: No. I didn't know them.

MR POTGIETER: In your statement you say that they were the policemen known as "Ama-Tshaka". The Municipal
Policemen. Is that correct?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, it was like that but I am trying to say that I don't know them by name. I just know that
they were a group of policemen called Ama-Tshaka.

MR POTGIETER: I understand that. Thank you. I gathered from what you said you have daughters, you have got
children, but they are daughters, not sons, is that correct?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, it is like that. My son is very young, he is still suckling, otherwise I have girls only.

MR POTGIETER: In all, how many have you got?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: I have got five children.

MR POTGIETER: The son, you say is the youngest, is that correct?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes. I think he is about 18 years old now. He was born in 1978.

MR POTGIETER: And the eldest one of the five. How old is that one, I assume that is a daughter?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: She was born in 1962.

MR POTGIETER: Your husband, when he was killed, was employed I take it?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, he was employed.

MR POTGIETER: Was he the only one in the family that was working and a living?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Even our daughter Norita was working at the time.

MR POTGIETER: And yourself?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: No, I wasn't working.

MR POTGIETER: Since the death of your husband in 1985, have you been raising the children on your own?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, I have brought them up all by myself.

MR POTGIETER: In the statement that you gave to us, you said that there was an inquest and it was found that nobody
was to blame for the killing of your husband. Is that correct?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, it is like that.

MR POTGIETER: Where was that inquest held?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: By a lawyer named Majodina here in Port Elizabeth.



MR POTGIETER: In Port Elizabeth, was the case also heard in Port Elizabeth?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: What was the reason given by the police for having shot your husband. What reason did they give to
the court?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: They did not state any reason. What they said is that, they said those policemen who had killed
him were discharged, because many of the policemen had been dying after all.

MR POTGIETER: The Attorney, Mr Majodina, has he instituted any claims against the police for the killing of your
husband?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, there are some claims.

MR POTGIETER: Do you know what happened to those claims?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, I know.

MR POTGIETER: What eventually happened to it?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Majodina said it was not the end of the case and it went on until I a sum of R8000 which I did
receive.

MR POTGIETER: Is there anything that you want to ask, in particular, that the Commission should look into for you or
give attention to?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes. I have a request. There is my last born who is still going to school and I it is very tough
for me to pay his school fees. If I could get assistance towards his education, I would be delighted.

MR POTGIETER: Is there anything else that you wish to add before I hand back to the Chairperson or is that all that
you want to tell us?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: I've got nothing more to say, I've got no other requests.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much for your evidence. I will hand you back to the Chairperson now. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Are there any questions?

Pumla Madikizela-Gobodo.

MR GOBODO: Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

Sisi, it's long that we have been getting reports of this nature, but every time we hear a report it seems to us what I
would like to be clear about is that at the time your husband stood up to go and show the policemen the girls bedroom,
what did these policemen say, what was the reason they stated for getting to the bedroom of the girls?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: They said they were looking for boys and my husband said we do not have boys in this family.
We only have girls. They then said, "Were are those girls", so that is what made my husband to lead them there to the
girls bedroom, just to show evidence.

MR GOBODO: Now, why then were these girls beaten, according to what we heard. There was just no reason
whatsoever, they just did it out of malice. One other thing that I noticed from your information is that, when they asked,
when these white policemen asked "Why was your husband, an elderly person shot" - now this makes me think that
these policemen had orders that they should kill the young boys - could you tell us more about what you know about
what I am saying?



MRS NDOTSHAYISA: No. I have got nothing to say.

MR GOBODO: Now, if they were saying "Why do you kill the elderly person", it seems as if therefore they had
instruction to kill the young boys, didn't you hear that perhaps they were looking for young boys?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: No.

MR GOBODO: These Ama-Tshaka, what kind of policemen were these. Where do they come from and where were
they employed, according to your knowledge?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: I don't know where they came from, but they were all over Soweto and they went into our
house raiding.

MR GOBODO: What language were they speaking?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: They were not speaking proper Xhosa the way we speak as Xhosa's.

MR GOBODO: So, you are trying to say they were not Xhosa people, do you think they were speaking like Zulu or
Sotho?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, they were. What I am certain about is that they were not speaking Xhosa the way we
speak.

MR GOBODO: So, you could say they were policemen who came from another area, not from the Eastern Cape?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: I don't know.

MR GOBODO: The reason why I am asking is, I am trying to ascertain whether these policemen came from other areas
to come and cause commotion here in the Eastern Cape so as to be able to do all the evil things they did, because it
could have been very easy for people to come and kill, because they were not staying with these people. Despite they
were black, they could do all the evil, only because they were not resident here, so that is why I am asking this question.
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Mr Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Mrs Ndotshayisa, I have one question to pose to you. I am not even sure whether you did perhaps answer it. You say
there was a court case once where you were represented by Lawyer Majodina. What was the outcome of this court case?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: This case was just dismissed. That was all.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you recall the name of the Magistrate?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: No, I don't know his name.

CHAIRPERSON: What year was that?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: It was 1986.

CHAIRPERSON: In 1985, at the time of the Langa massacre the Magistrate was Mr Groenewald, so you are not certain
who the Magistrate was at the time?



MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, I wasn't.

CHAIRPERSON: So this case, this case was referred to a Port Elizabeth court?

MRS NDOTSHAYISA: Yes, because I live in Port Elizabeth.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mrs Mavis Ndotshayisa for your report as forwarded before this Commission and I
think that it is an indication that here in Uitenhage, the policemen were doing as they pleased. From morning to day we
have been listening to all the stories about how policemen were just shooting widely, shooting people to death, we have
been going round this country and even in this region, but I don't remember us getting so many witnesses testifying
against policemen who were shooting widely at people.

I think this is quite evident that here in Uitenhage the policemen were war unto themselves. We may perhaps get more
testimony on this matter but you can see that policemen were just shooting at people as if they were shooting at animals
in this area. From the evidence we have, we therefore feel that Uitenhage is outstanding in such atrocities.

We are going to investigate as much as we can even in that court where there was this inquest and find out if they said
no-one was responsible for your husbands death, when your husband was actually killed in front of you and shot at by
the policemen. We would want to know from them what they meant by that.

We would therefore thank you for your evidence as forwarded to this Commission and we are going to do our level best
to get the truth of this and perhaps this could console you if you were to get the actual truth of what happened to your
husband. We thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON: Our next witness is Nombuyiselo Margaret Ndungane.

NOMBUYISELO MARGARET NDUNGANE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Ms Ndungane, and we are going to ask Ms Maya to lead you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Ms Ndungane we greet you. Could you tell this Commission about Lungile
Joel Ndungane, who was hurt and killed during the conflict between the Azapo and the UDF in 1986. How old was
Lungile at the time?

MS NDUNGANE: He was born in 1956.

MS MAYA: Was he working at the time, or was he at school?

MS NDUNGANE: No, he was just about to work and he was still at school, though he had gone out of school. He was
in Std. 9, and because he could see I was suffering he decided to go out and work to help me, so as to continue to be
able to continue with his studies and to do Std.10.

MS MAYA: In your statement you have referred that he was amongst a group of the UDF, who were to take guard of a
particular leader of the UDF? Who was this leader?

MS NDUNGANE: They use to go there daily to guard this house that belonged to Mr Fuse in Zwide.

MS MAYA: At what stage was he then attacked?

MS NDUNGANE: Firstly, I would say, there in Goli, in a
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place called Makaleni. It was very bad, from 1985 and 1986 we couldn't sleep at night because there was war between
Azapo and UDF. We would get into bed dressed, even as parents. Our children could not be at home for a long time,
and I could see that Azapo and UDF were fighting because there White people who were making this conflict.

My son at the time, as I was a worker, would come back, when he came from guarding. They used to go out go guard.
On this particular day that is reflected there on the statement, which was in 1986, when this incident occurred, we
chatted and it was after supper. He just felt tired and he said that he did not want to take anything that they used to carry
to defend themselves.



The others came from the very same locality and it was at 9:00 at night and that was the time they used to go there.
Thought it was during the time of the state emergency, they would hide so that these policemen should not find them,
because these policemen used to come to our houses and kick the doors so they would then go to those places that they
used to keep guard. So we would not sleep because we were scared of these White men. It was really bad in Makaleni.
If you had a light on, you would close the window with a blanket so that they should not see the light. If they would be
attracted by any light they would kick the doors and they would come into your house to find out what you were doing
at that time, was there a meeting perhaps.

MS MAYA: After the boy had left, when did you next see him?

MS NDUNGANE: We were sleeping, but I must say that we were not actually sleeping. We were very sensitive to
noise. There were Hippos that were being driven all over the place and some cars and we would all be thinking of our
children,
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because there was this battle that was very painful.

I woke up on this particular day and went to work and I wanted to find out why I didn't see him and meet him at the gate
as it usually happened. So anyway, I left.

So, I didn't meet him that day and I was unhappy at work because I wanted to find out the reason why he didn't come
back. We had heard some gun shots because Zide and Zykela are in the neighbourhood and we would hear all these gun
shots. I was unhappy.

Then, at work I got a message that they wanted me at home. I got into a car and these people in the car kept me busy
because they could see that I was unhappy. When I got home, I saw a crowd of people in me own yard only because my
child had died.

MS MAYA: Where did they actually find him, and what was the extend of the injuries?

MS NDUNGANE: Right, let me say. On this particular morning, as I was coming back from work, there were screams
and people were all crying and I realised that my son had died. The time I regained my consciousness was at Dr
Inshona's surgery because I collapsed.

Later the following day we heard that my son had been hurt in Zwide at Gaganna Street no.3. When my neighbours
went there together with my cousin to have a look, they found that his body had been removed by the ambulance.

MS MAYA: Did you perhaps have an opportunity to see him, or to identify his body where he was?

MS NDUNGANE: No, it is my cousin who went to look for the body because they felt that I was not in a position to go
and see his body because he had been hurt badly, his body was in pieces, you couldn't identify the head, the feet, the
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fingers and all, he was just in pieces.

MS MAYA: I think there was a time when this policeman called you to a police station. Could you tell us about this?

MS NDUNGANE: A few days after, there were three of us and one of them was my cousin and a neighbour of mine.
We went to the New Brighton police station, and I wanted that there should be a case opened about this matter because I
really didn't know what the cause of the butchery was, of my child. It was there when I got injured because I was still
very upset. I found a White policeman and one black policeman and we stated our problem and a Black policeman



responded. I still remember him, he was known as Faku. I was still young, and he addressed me as a young girl, saying
that you must not come and tell us that your son has been killed by Azapo, he was at war, therefore there is no case on
this matter, we don't take such cases. That is when I was deeply injured, after I had lost my son, so therefore there was
no case on this matter.

MS MAYA: Now, in your statement you say that they were making a laughing stock out of this incident. What were
they saying?

MS NDUNGANE: They were making a laughing stock of this.

..(interruption)

MS MAYA: Alright, could we pass on and could we talk about the funeral and the preparations for the funeral. How did
the policemen handle you?

MS NDUNGANE: I was unhappy. It was not as if there was going to be a funeral. That was the time when it was very
bad to me, even if he was dead. There were no prayers held as it is normally done. They did not want that there should
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be more than 5 people held together, they would ask, why we were holding these prayers. They even said that these
people had died because they had wanted to die. I was also scared for my life. There were some Whites that were
patrolling, demanding about some books that I didn't even know about. They just wanted any type of book such that I
lost my identity book, even my husbands identity book got lost then and even the funeral wasn't conducted properly
because three children were being buried at the methodist church and we were not happy even then we struggled.

MS MAYA: How had your health been affected by the death of this child?

MS NDUNGANE: I didn't become well, even up till now. I am not enjoying good health, I am sick such that doctors
have given instructions that I shouldn't talk much. I must take care of myself and just talk softly because a heart
condition is threatening me.

MS MAYA: Is there any request that you would like to say to this Commission?

MS NDUNGANE: Firstly Mr Chairperson, I would be delighted if the murderers of my son could come forward before
this Commission, at least I would feel that I would be happy.

One other thing, my son had a son who was 3 years old then, and so he is quite old and I am responsible for his
education now. So I am asking that the Commission could be of help to him.

MS MAYA: Is that all Ms Ndungane?

MS NDUNGANE: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: We thank you. Over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you Ms Ndungane. UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I would like to ask this one question, so as to have everything clear. You made mention of a name, Faku. There is such a
name that has been constantly mentioned. Now, which Faku have you referred to?



MS NDUNGANE: This Faku is the one who died, and I feel bad that he died because I wish he could still be alive and I
would be addressing him even now because the horrible and painful things that he said to me.

MR SANDI: They say that he died, what was the cause of the death?

MS NDUNGANE: I don't know, he died somewhere. I don't know where they were even getting to.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Ms Ndungane. As a result of the fact that there are some cases that we had to stop
yesterday, which we have to look into today, and because we are behind schedule, we are therefore going to ask that we
should have about 40 minutes lunch break to resume at 1:40. Thank you.

-----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to ask for the next victim, Thando Gene Mpambani-Ngwila.

We welcome you Thando, Reverend Xundu is going to lead you on behalf of this Commission.

THANDO GENE MPAMBANI-NGWILA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. Thando, could you briefly state, who you are.

MR MPAMBANI: My name is Thando Mpambani.

REV XUNDU: You are here, because your brother Luvuyo Mpambani, who was a member of the Uitenhage Youth
Congress, was injured. Is that so?

MR MPAMBANI: Yes, Luvuyo is my youngest brother, who was shot in 1987 on the 15 August. At the time, just
before he was shot, Luvuyo was coming from school and it was 2 'o clock in the afternoon and he was a Student here in
Nobuhle. He was in the company of his friend and they were coming from school. Then there was a car that was driving
around, only to find that it was looking for Luvuyo.

REV XUNDU: Here in your statement you mentioned that there were some people there in this car who had balaclavers
do you perhaps know who these people were, or were they members of an organisation?

MR MPAMBANI: One of them was Makaleni who was a member of the Ama-Chaka, and the driver of the car was a
White person.
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REV XUNDU: What was Makaleni.

MR MPAMBANI: Makaleni was the member of the Ama-Chaka, he was a policeman belonging to Ama-Chaka.

REV XUNDU: Where did he come from?

MR MPAMBANI: He was from Nobuhle. Then he decided to be a member of the Ama-Chaka. At the time, we referred
to the policemen as Ama-Chaka.

REV XUNDU: Were they Black or White?

MR MPAMBANI: For as long as one was a policeman, he was referred to as Ama-Chaka.



REV XUNDU: Then, what happened after they chased and arrested him?

MR MPAMBANI: They called him on his way to school and he saw some people who had balaclavas and who were in
a car and Luvuyo decided to run away. The school where he was attending was not far from there and so he crossed
Hello Street and got into Goqo Street and they still pursued and chased him. He then decided to turn back and that was
at Chulu that he was shot. After that they again shot the second time, and they grabbed him, they dragged him to the
other side of the street. He was crying, he was screaming for his mother and people were trying to stop these policemen
and the policemen were driving the people away and Luvuyo's mother came and got the report that Luvuyo had been
shot, so they went to Makaleni and a gun was pointed at my mother because they did not want my mother to go to
Luvuyo.

REV XUNDU: Are these comrades of Makaleni?

MR MPAMBANI: No, yes they are.

REV XUNDU: Do you perhaps have their names?

MR MPAMBANI: I would mention the name Mini, and another girl who's surname was Mthengani, and there was
another man
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who died last year and he was the member of the Ama-Afrika, and there was also Malawi.

REV XUNDU: Is Makaleni still a policeman?

MR MPAMBANI: Yes, he is.

REV XUNDU: Did he get any promotion?

MR MPAMBANI: No, not to my knowledge.

REV XUNDU: So, that is how your brother died. Was there a funeral after that, or perhaps was there an inquest to
investigate about his death and the cause of death?

MR MPAMBANI: Just before that, I want to indicate how he was tortured just before he died.

REV XUNDU: Go on.

MR MPAMBANI: At the time they were taking him out, they were kicking him. That was after they had shot him and
they were kicking him and trampling on him. The mother was crying and they pointed guns at her because they were
prohibiting here from going to the son. They kicked him on the chest until he died.

REV XUNDU: Could you please keep quiet. Thando, who is this person crying?

MR MPAMBANI: It is my mother.

REV XUNDU: Is it your mother who is crying, the mother to you and Luvuyo?

MR MPAMBANI: Yes, it is my mother.

REV XUNDU: Could you continue then, and try and be as brief as possible.



MR MPAMBANI: And so there was a funeral and there were restrictions and policemen were harassing us together
with the Ama-Afrika. They were threatening, there were shots whilst the funeral proceedings were taking place and then
Luvuyo was ultimately buried.
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REV XUNDU: Is it your view that the policemen were working together with the Ama-Afrika?

MR MPOMBANI: Yes, they were.

REV XUNDU: Now, what is your request on this matter?

MR MPOMBANI: Since I see Makaleni was discharged in a very funny manner because at the time there was this court
case, he kept on saying that was not bothered about law because he was going to be discharged after all, he had killed
Luvuyo. This case was handled by Advocate Chegi and this took a long time and ultimately he handed it over to Pienaar
because he was leaving, going somewhere, and so, when Pienaar handled this case, it became very clear that Makaleni
and his comrades were guilty, but in the last moments, it was said Makaleni was not guilty. The lawyer Pienaar, who
was handling this matter, came to my mother and said, what were supposed to do as a family was to put a claim, and as
a family, we felt that this was very useless and we felt that now that Luvuyo had died, we were not going to do anything.

REV XUNDU: Now, what is your request to this Commission?

MR MPAMBANI: We want that there should be investigations and Makaleni should be taken to task and he should pay
for the blood of Luvuyo together with his comrades. Thank you.

REV XUNDU: Is that all you have?

MR MPAMBANI: Yes, that is all.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mpambani, it is very clear that your mother is still suffering from the effects of the violation, how
has she been doing so far and what kind of assistance do you think she needs to get her through this period?

MR MPAMBANI: Firstly, I would say Luvuyo's mother, the biological mother, after the day of Luvuyo, she did not
have good health, because she was quite old and his mother died
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last year in August. The cause of her illness was this tragic death of her son and we as the family that is brothers and
sisters, we still have a grudge as a result of this tragic death of our brother.

CHAIRPERSON: Is it your mother?

MR MPAMBANI: Yes, it is my mother.

CHAIRPERSON: What do you think should be done for her.

MR MPAMBANI: If there is any way I think we as a family would be delighted if we were to see that Makaleni and his
comrades could be taken to task appropriately and that the law should take it's course and there after if we were to see
Makaleni paying for this death of our brother, my mother, together with Luvuyo's mother wherever she is, because she
died as a result of this tragic death of her son. If the law could take it's course, then I am sure she could rest in peace and
even our family would also feel satisfied.



CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Thando, you can go back to your seat.

----------------------
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FIKILE NKOBESE: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Fikile Nkobese let me first thank you for the evidence you are going to give because this Commission
has got to get a full picture as much as possible and of the details and to know everything about what happened in every
part of the country. Firstly I must ask you these few questions. By the way, are you a resident here in Uitenhage?

MR NKOBESE: Yes I am a resident here.

MR SANDI: Even at the time this incident of the shooting occurred in 1985, were you a resident here?

MR NKOBESE: Yes I was even here at that time.

MR SANDI: I understand that in your brief statement that you submitted to us, you were one of the people who
participated in various organisations that were fighting for the human rights and that there should be some improvement
to the life of the people.

MR NKOBESE: Yes that is true. I was the vice president of the Eastern Cape UDF. I was the organiser of the Trade
Union.

MR SANDI: At this point in time, I would like to give you an opportunity to give us a full picture as you promised
about Uitenhage at the time when these people where shot, so I hand over to you Mr Nkobese.
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MR NKOBESE: Thank you officials, parents, comrades and friends. I feel privileged that I should give this brief
summary about the incident that occurred here in Uitenhage at the time of the shooting of the people in Langa. Firstly I
would mention that it is of importance that we would see that the struggles and all the other incidents here in Uitenhage
are not isolated from those that occurred in the country as a whole but the main aim was to change what was happening
at the time. Those times there were some reasons that made people to have the perception that there was war where
South Africans were being attacked, which he refers to as the onslaught of the downtrodden. They used to use some
guns and also to tell lies and also to disturb peoples minds to cause conflicts and all this lead to the killing of one
another.

Many people were killed and these people used not to be able to explain why they were killing one another. They would
even feel embarrassed to tell what was the cause of their human right of living was taken away from the people. Is was
no longer a right, it was as if people did not have the right to live but is was as if it was a privilege that was granted to
the people by the White government.



Lastly, what happened people were greatly affected. Besides the 20 years of struggle from 1986 to 1986 which was
divided in phases as people were trying to liberate themselves, we now have got to go back and look at the situation at
the time of the shooting in Langa.

In 1983 to 1984 the regime of the time made an indication of his determination toward the onslaught of the people and
the UDF was published in 1984 and 1985, and therefore in 1985 the UDF was established and here in the
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Eastern Cape the UDF was seen as an obstacle and thought they could see who had established it with the aim to protect
the people so the government was against this.

In 1985 to 1986 the Uitenhage UDF became the target of the government of the time and when the PTSA's were
established they became targets and the enemy of the government.

In 1986 to 1987 then there was a united force here in Uitenhage. So this was the sequence of the phases which lead to all
this. The enemy of the people was making programmes according to it's needs at the time. There were no policemen
operating, the were no CID's, instead everybody who was employed by the government was made to fight against the
people. There were no divisions but they were fighting together against the people of Uitenhage.

MR SANDI: Mr Nkobese sir, without interrupting you in your explanation, you made mention that in 1984 to 1986 the
UTA in Uitenhage became the target and victims now could you expand on this matter.

MR NKOBESE: Thank You Mr Chairperson, I would like to expantiate and say the youth became the target in this way
because whenever you want to destroy any nation you have to focus on the youth and then on the females and then that's
the end of that nation and you would be able to control them. So it started off by the youth that was made to fight
against each other and this lead on to the parents and no one knew what the cause of all this was but it started in school
and it spread over to the locality to the parents and the education was disrupted. This was the time when the PTSA's
were being formed and then the enemy of the people became very jealous and then decided to disrupt this whole
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operation.

MR SANDI: Before we get closer to the main issues and to the incidents of the 25 March 1985 could you explain what
the grievances were of the people.

MR NKOBESE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The main issue started in 1979 up to now. People did not like the
committees that where formed by the previous regime. That was before Samcor was established and so people were
against some committees that were formed by this committee, and this committee were resisting whereas the people
were not recognising them.

MR SANDI: Could you explain to us about this particular funeral that people were attending. Who's funeral was it, and
what had happened? I see here there is a summary where you have made mention that this funeral was prohibited twice
and could not go on, could you expand on this matter.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Firstly this funeral was for the 8 victims that had been shot, those were even
people from Despatch, and the funeral was going to be in Nogoblhe in one house in Mabahle in a family the Sisile. So
the government of the time sent a banning order that stated that this funeral was not to take place over the weekend
when the people where all at home, but it had to be conducted on a week day. So these families came together and they
talked to their leaders and then they decided to abide by this banning order and the funeral was not going to be



conducted on a weekend because they were in fear that the police were going to arrest and kill the people so they chose
a week day for the funeral, according to the banning order. Mr Chairperson, it happened that if we were to investigate
we will find that this was a rare occurrence
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that though there was this decision that the funeral on week day and people were not going to work. A day before the
funeral some people were trying to counter the banning order that had been given out by the government and this is
what led to this commotion. At the time I was at the Mekosa office Comrade Denier who is the head of the security here
in Bisho gave me a car and there was a telephone call that informed him that some people in Langa had been killed so I
drove away. Now the police gave this report that these people were shot because they were attending a funeral that was
not there and yet there had been a banning order that had been read in Tsotsobe, Qwanubuhle and the people decided to
abide by this banning order because they were in fear that they were going to be arrested.

Then the other day at night this banning order was changed that the funeral should be conducted on the week end so
when people woke up ready to attend the funeral there was a committee, a burial committee that was making
arrangements and they talked to the taxi man to transport the people then they talked to the bus company to transport the
people and there was a lot of transport to carry the people so on this particular day the SADF stood down the road
towards town and then they asked the people to alight from the taxis they blocked the taxis, they blocked the buses and
then there was a conflict because people wanted to find out why they were being made stranded. All this time as they
were walking they were accused as people who were intending to kill the White people. So that is what happened.

So I am now going to address the questions that are going to be posts, and here with me I have some people who are
going to give more detail. There are questions here
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like, who gave out the first banning order, and according to what reasons. Secondly is, who compiled the second
banning order and according to what law was it set? And what was the reason for the issue of the second banning order?
And why was this second banning order issued despite the first one that had already been issued and why was it given
just a day before the funeral?

How did it happen that the people in Uitenhage were made aware that there had been some changes that had been done
over night? Why therefore could the people in Langa not know exactly what was happening, who's fault was it? Why
was the committee that had been appointed by the community which was the burial committee not made aware of this
second arrangement, and asked that they should go and explain to the people? Why were the people who had boarded
buses and taxis asked to walk and then implicated as people who were walking to town to go and kill the White people?
This came to us as a great surprise and we feel that is was sort of a big trap that had been set, because in a military style
since there are many eye witnesses of this massacre why therefore was there a strategy that there should be ambulances,
there should be some helicopters, there should be some policemen standing on guard, there should be some soldiers.

MR SANDI: Did these people of Langa carry any firearms?

MR NKOBESE: ...(inaudible) cannot say these people were armed, even the policemen cannot say they saw anyone
carrying a pistol but these people were shot and killed.

MR SANDI: Where are the other bodies of the people who died, because their number does not tally with the number
that the police said they killed? They said they killed 29
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and the community said 43 people died.

MR NKOBESE: When all this happened some people disappeared, they ran away with there lives, some were injured
and they had to escape from hospital because the hospital in Uitenhage at that time was the base of the defence force. I
went into the Officials Department and before I could be allowed to see anyone there I would be blocked by a lot of
soldiers that were dressed in uniform. They were all over the place, you couldn't even see the nurses and doctors. It was
just full of soldiers. Then I was going to the ICU and I met a White policemen and he said he is the one and I then
escaped and ran away without visiting the person I had intended to see so the hospital at the time was sort of a base for
the soldiers that was after the massacre. So the number of the dead people stated by the soldiers is just their choice. I
now pause. We have those questions that we need should be addressed....(tape ends) ...yes, I have left the rest for the
enemies, for the witnesses.

MR SANDI: We thank Mr Nkobese for giving us the full political background that led to this massacre in a very explicit
way.

I have a question here, I have a report here in front of me, which I suppose is an excerpt from the Herald Newspaper
which deals with the judgement of Judge Kannemeyer where he - what happened at that time?

MR NKOBESE: The police mentioned 19 people dead and then the community kept on keeping records and they
brought up a death toll of 29 because it was sort of some volunteers who were investigating about the people who had
died, and so when they came to 29 the police decided to keep to the number 29 and yet this death toll rose up the 43.
The
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presiding commissioner said it was nobody's fault that these people were killed.

If there could be someone coughing here and yet many people could have coughed, you can not tell exactly who
coughed so I don't know where they got this formula from. If therefore they say no one was held responsible then it
would mean all of them therefore were responsible for this death. Our people do not understand this and therefore if we
as committee members cannot understand all this what more to an ordinary person, and those people therefore were all
discharged. This was allowed by the previous regime.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nkobese, it is very pathetic that people have gone through various commissions who didn't
come with anything. We give hope that we are going to go beyond this.

I would like to ask you to expantiate about the banning orders, the two different banning orders you received. We
understood the first one that was stopping the people from conducting the funeral on the Saturday and then we want to
know more about the second banning order. What were the actual words and how did it affect the incidents of the
following day.

MR NKOBESE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The first banning order was delivered to the burial committee and the
families and then this was discussed in the various meetings that were held and explained that the funeral should be
conducted on a week day so they obeyed.

Then the second one which lead to the killing of the people stated that this funeral was not to be conducted on a week
day but instead over the week end, which was accounted to the first banning order. So people did not
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know anything about the second order and they were getting to the funeral and yet the South African defence force
members knew that it was no longer in force.

MR SANDI: Where was is read out, this second banning order?

MR NKOBESE: It wasn't read out anywhere. It is only the first banning order that was read out in churches, in halls in
meetings. We did not actually see the second banning order but we got to know that these people had been shot because
of the second banning order that had been issued out.

MR SANDI: So you never actually saw this banning order?

MR NKOBESE: It may have happened that the families may have received these but the community in general which
was shot and which was working according to the first banning order were not aware that there had been a change.
Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Firstly I would like to say you are lucky that you are still alive. Now I have this question to you,
firstly, there was something that they used to say that the papers and people used to say there was no better judicial
system than the one in South Africa. Commissioner Kannemeyer gave a report that the people shot were the SADF and
the police.

MR NKOBESE: Chairperson, according to the report we got it became evident that the people were not armed but they
were shot. Various firearms that belonged to the South African Defence Force and the police. Now the Judge said he
was not going to lay any charge against the police. He accuses no one, he says no one is responsible therefore he
discharged all of them.

CHAIRPERSON: Now do you think this charge, you would feel
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that this charge should come forward and explain.

MR NKOBESE: Yes, the leaders have asked me that this charge did all this and he should come forward to explain
some of the issues that we do not understand that are related to this incident.

CHAIRPERSON: Referring to the hospital, you say a Coloured policemen, do you know that Coloured policemen.

MR NKOBESE: No, I don't know him, but I know some of the policemen who were there, I can even name them,
because they only spotted me when I was on the second floor.

CHAIRPERSON: Let us now hand over to Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Nkobese, how do you interpret that police were discharged and yet the governmnet of the time issued
out some money to the victims of this particular incident, now how do you interpret this, when Judge Kannemeyer
actually said the policemen were not responsible?

MR NKOBESE: At the time we were under the state of emergency, the government did publicise that he was going to
pay those victims. Secondly, when he asked the people to come and get this money he was trained to cover up all this
that had happened and therefore it becomes ironic that there should be an investigation and thereafter people should be
given a small amount. It is just a way of taking responsibility that people were actually killed according to the
instruction of the government.

MR SANDI: Thank you.



CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Nkobese.

-----------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Upon starting this hearing, I explained that the hearing we had this morning dealt with the issues
between the UDF and the Ama-Afrika conflict and that we did not have any statement covering the aspect on the side of
the Ama-Afrika people so during the course of the hearing, we received a request that there was somebody who wished
to give the perspective of the Afrika people.

Normally we do not allow that because normally we receive our statements timeously and we are able to give the order
of the day as Ms Maya indicated this morning by calling out the names of the witness, but because we feel that it is
important for the sake of peace, the peace process, which has already started here in Uitenhage between these two sides,
we feel that it is important for this peace process that we as a Commission encourage the peace process and affirm it and
hope that is goes forward, so we felt that we should make a concession, even though, strictly speaking we are not
supposed to allow this input, if it was not given to us before the time giving, in the form of a statement, but we felt that
we should allow it because we would like the peace process that has begun here in Uitenhage to go forward and because
of that reason, we are going to give Mandla Nelson Nkoki, who is the chairperson of the PAC branch here, and
Fikiswaya Futi, who is the secretary, the opportunity to step forward. They have promised that they will assist us by
giving us a picture so that we are able to put it into perspective and to be as brief as possible so that we can proceed with
the days business.

I would request that we all keep quiet, like we did this morning, and we will hand over to Rev Xundu who will swear in
Nelson Nkoki and there after very briefly lead his evidence in the form of questions from the Commission.

MANDLA NELSON NKOKI: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Sir, as the Chairperson has indicated, we would like to welcome you and we are very happy that you are
in our midst to give us a perspective so that we can have a complete picture of the events that took place then.

Please tell us what your clan name is?

MR NKOKI: No, unfortunately I am Xiya Laauw. My clan name is Gwashu.

REV XUNDU: Let us now proceed and get down into business. Very briefly, if there is anything that you would like to
explain, I would ask you to do so very briefly, as briefly and as precisely as possible?

MR NKOKI: Firstly I would like to say that our coming forward is not to awake sleeping dogs, not to say that we don't
want to let sleeping dogs lie, but what has been said here, some of the allegations that have been made here, we would
like to come and respond to. What we have come to do is to ensure that the peace that we have established in Uitenhage,
and that nobody should disrupt that.

Reverend, the situation in Uitenhage, I have heard being described by comrade Sitoto, so much so that some of the
things that he described in a political sense are true, when he said that from 1976 forward, we were all united in the



struggle against apartheid, but where things changed and where there was division was after 1985. The reason that
caused all this is that some of the things that could of happened did not involve us as individuals, and also ideologically.
That caused some of us to stand aside as spectators. While watching from the outside, we used to like standing on the
corner of Gwamsa Road at the old Kwanobuhle area. This group called the Afrikaners and we knew ourselves as
Africans because we believed in Pan-Afrikanism and also because we had been exposed to the PAC manifesto of 1959.
This made us call ourselves Afrikanists.

Things happened here in Uitenhage, including the incident on the 21 March.

REV XUNDU: Excuse me, up until that time, you did not have any name, you were merely Africanists?

MR NKOKI: We had no real name as such, we only met as the Uitenhage residents that knew each other, and
fortunately we all lived in the area called Angola, that is the entire area including Mapalo and the other areas.

What happened then was that since we all lived there, there were rumours that we were trying to establish Azapo,
whereas that was not our intention because Azapo was already in existence by 1985, in the location. Being lead by
comrade Tose and Andile, he has since passed away, but him brother is still here, he is a priest.

There was once a rally held at the stadium, and one of the speakers there was comrake Fikile Nkobose, and he
mentioned a clique which lived at the corner of Ngwamsa Road that was trying to establish Azapo, and that rally was on
a Sunday afternoon. On the Monday morning after that rally, pamphlets were strewn on the corner where we lived,
saying that we were banned from all the corners of Kwanobuhle and they did not want to see us walking around as
groups and we laughed at this because we thought, how can we fight with the Boers about banning orders when there
are still going to be other Africanists that are going to give us other banning orders so this caused great dissatisfaction
and on the following weekend, on the Sunday, when those pamphlets were distributed there was a meeting at Mlwinana
where all the structures under the UDF, from the top team, the area committee's, the street committee's and the action
committee's, held a meeting there and we met at Malaw Nagase at Mlene Street and we wanted to discuss what this
pamphlet has said and a delegation was sent out to me to the men who were in charge on the side of the UDF.

The delegation was led by myself and Dwarf Nkusu and we went to Mlelwana and there we were met by comrade
Bihlwa and Stinki and what they said was that there was a problem that seemed to be arising there in Uitenhage. There
is a balloon and it seems that this balloon could pop at any moment and it is not good that something like this should
happen. Please remember that we all grew up together, we know each other, we have been at school together and we
used to fight together at school, so if there should be conflict here, I don't think that there is going to be anyone who is
going to submit to the whole process. Abrey said that he understood that but on our side as well that we would try by all
means that this balloon should not pop. We then left.

Giving rise to this situation, where there were these allegations, it came from where the SSC was established in
Uitenhage in 1982. The SSC was the Service Starving Community and it was established by ex-political prisoners who
had come back from the 1976-1977 political era. The SSC was established in 1982 and late in 1983 the UDF was
established. The UDF called upon all the structures to be it's affiliated and that it would be like an umbrella, but because
the SSC was like a welfare organisation which fed people, Mr Nugashlepro Jones, and Hokie Ndondashe and also
Jankie, served in the committee in this SSC and as Africanists, they had a problem to take the SSC at an affiliate of the
UDF because the UDF had already expressed that it had adopted freedom charters and that is where the problem started,
and these allegations that we were groups living at corners of Wamsa are mere additions to this problem that had been in
existence already as I have mentioned, because in that committee, there were people like comrade Sais, who were
serving on this SSC.

What happened was that we were there because nothing seemed to have been happening because Abrey and them gave
us an assurance that nothing was going to happen. Then on the 13 March, a boy by the name of Lulama who lived at
Kwane, came to me. This was in 1986. Lulama from Kwane Street came to me, he came to live there by me. I had a
shack at home, and Mr Makosindondo, an ex-political from the SSC came and we were sitting for a few minutes but
since the previous day, which had been a Tuesday, and Lulama had come to me and I had drafted a speech for him
which he was going to deliver at Mtongeni Street where the school children had asked that all parties should be given an
opportunity to state their positions. I then helped Lulama with the speech, he went and delivered the speech and on



Wednesday the 13th, he came to sit by me in this shack. At approximately 2pm, when school came out, Mbueseli came
to me, he is currently serving a jail sentence, and they came in, he and other comrades, and they asked to see Lulama,
and I said to them that Lulama lives at Kwana and I have got a problem that you should come and look for him here at
my place, I feel that you should go and wait for him at Kwana Street where he lives.

They then left, but after a few minutes, they came with a group of students who came into our house, and took Lulama
and left with him. Then Pilele Dolo came and said to me, look, we can't just leave Lulama to go like that, let us go with
them. We went up Palo Street where the other profession was walking up the other road and we got near to Rev Xhaxa's
place when there was a road going down towards Neqa where Abrey Spila was because they said that Lulama had taken
a gun from the Action Committee that belonged to Stoogo. We then went, and since they couldn't find Abrey, Pilele
Dolo was assaulted and loaded into a combi and taken to comrade Gomomo's place at Mabanhle.

REV XUNDU: Excuse me please. I understand the details but I would like you to tell us about the political strategies of
the time, because it will help us to see what the cause of the conflict was, and you have already mentioned that the UDF
adopted the freedom charter, that is a political stance but what other political strategies inhibited the action which
caused the conflict?

MR NKOKI: I don't want us to go on particular events. Very briefly then Reverend, as I had mentioned that by then we
had not formed any political party. We were just staying there as people who believed in an Afrikanism and then as far
as programs were concerned, we did not have any specific program, except to say that we were busy trying to establish
contact to establish Aznio as a youth wing of the Pan-Afrikan congress. The conflict arose while we were busy with that
process.

After there were certain developments, we were forced to go and stay in Khayelitsha as early as April. Thanks to the
ministers preternal of Uitenhage, we could facilitate peace meetings and the first peace meeting which they facilitated
was due to take place at the spectrum hotel on a Saturday, where we had to go back to our homes because after this
incident of the 13th, we went to live at Buyele Nogasi's place in Khayelitsha.

When we got to Spectrum, we were surprised to find a note saying that there was no meeting that was going to take
place between us and these leaders. We were merely told that we should disband and hence the meeting couldn't take
place, though the priests were there to facilitate the meeting. We then left and went to go and stay at our homes until the
meeting in May 1986, when our first victim, Vuyele Nogase was killed, and then that was where the feud in Uitenhage
started.

REV XUNDU: I would like to ask you on that point, the feud that started in Uitenhage, do you think that that is where
policemen took the opportunity to divide the location and fan political fire and conflict between people, in your opinion?

MR NKOKI: Reverend, that is the first thing that I felt that we would like to agree and affirm, is that the Boers thought
that they had got people that they could use, yet is was an opportunity for them to fan the situation in Uitenhage and
make it worse before this whole situation of the feud.

REV XUNDU: I would like to ask you a question, that I hope you will answer in the same context, and that is, the
system wanted to create the impression that is was working with one side, so that it should appear to the people as if
these Azapo people, or whatever, were in the police Hippos and were working with the police, so they were trying to
aggravate the conflicts?

MR NKOKI: I wouldn't agree with that allegation because I heard them saying so here. For example, when we first got
to no.9 Sodwayi Street, there were a lot of hippos and police vans and we were loaded into them and we were taken to
Poswa Bottle store where we were also assaulted.

REV XUNDU: We gave the other side an opportunity to present it's evidence, so would you please keep quiet?

MR NKOKI: As I said Reverend, this surprised us a bit that we should hear rumours that we were working with the
police, but what I would like to stress the most is that the police, on their part saw this as an opportunity for them to use
whoever they thought they could use at the time.



REV XUNDU: You are trying to tell us that they were trying to use individuals and not organisations as such?

MR NKOKI: Yes, we could not point out specific individuals and say that the police were using them, but as an
organisation, there was no such thing.

REV XUNDU: When as a organisation, you discovered that you seemed to be drawn into this conflict, did you try, at
any of these meetings, to distance yourself from this perception?

MR NKOKI: Yes, we did hold meetings, plenty of meetings amongst ourselves, trying to analyse the situation with the
boers. For example, a certain Boer boy by the name of Conradie was mentioned, he once tried to infiltrate our ranks via
a group known as the Youth in Progress, that was known in Khayelitsha, but fortunately for us, we were able to detect
that timeously and we said to him, sorry, we do not want any assistance from you because the assistance that you try to
come with was in the form of food parcels because there were these people that were living at Joksville that were living
in the shacks there and we had a progress at the PCC, where we were trying to give these people food, and shops such as
Jiva, with people who used to give us food and we used to distribute the food in Joksville, and this is where Conradie
tried to get in.

REV XUNDU: Tell us now, the PAC, at head office level, were they aware and were they supportive of your stance and
the operations here in Uitenhage?

MR NKOKI: Reverend, the PAC was then a band organisation and it could not openly claim that these were our
supporters but I would like to remind you that when you came to Uitenhage, and when we met you at Rosedale, you
said that you were sent by comrade Tambo and comrade Mlanbo to investigate our situation here in Uitenhage, so that
you could go back to Harare and report to them what was happening. That, I am sure even you got the idea that the PAC
knows these people so much so that it's chairman could give you a mandate to go and meet with these people.

REV XUNDU: I wanted to get an idea. Was there support for this entire operation?

MR NKOKI: The PAC, as an organisation, never condoned the feuding here in Uitenhage, I am sure that you can
remember that Beni once said in the papers that what happened here in Uitenhage between the Afrika people in the
Uitenhage, the PAC does not support.

REV XUNDU: This picture, Mr Chairman, it the one that is thus painted because this is not a court of law, this is
merely a picture being painted by the parties and organisations that were involved in the peace making process here in
Uitenhage and sketched to us by comrade Mandla in front of us.

Is there anything that you would like to say lastly, before I hand back to the Chairperson?

MR NKOKI: No, there is nothing else that I would like to say, except to say that in this house at large, we as the PAC,
now and Ama-Afrika then, we would like to extend our hand of peace once more as we have done before through the
people that I have already mentioned and in saying so, I would like to say that people scheming from time to time
together with people that they thought we would have been killing each other by today, but because of the fact that we
had realised that what we were fighting for all along was not there, and that in this feud, there were no winners and there
were no losers, and we are saying that we wish that our coming forward to speak here, is not going to create any more
animosity amongst us as the residents of Uitenhage. Thank you very much.

------------------------

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you Mr Nkoki, we would like to receive a written statement from
you in order for us to be able to include it in our files, but we are not sorry that we have granted you this opportunity to
come before us and what surprises us is that there are no witnesses from the Ama-Afrika camps and we hope the it will
be an issue that will be addressed. We don't know if it was a collective decision that was taken, but we have not received
anything from that side, Thank you very much.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Nkoki.

-------------------------

 



1 N NOBATANA 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27.08.96 NAME: NOSIPO MARIA NOBATANA

CASE: UITENHAGE

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Can we go to the next witness please. As this point in time we are going to ask Ms Nosipo Maria
Nobatana.

NOSIPO MARIA NOBATANA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Nobatana I would like to welcome you for coming here today to give us your testimony about
your son, Aubrey Vuyo Nobatana, who was shot on that particular day. How old was Aubrey?

MS NOBATANA: He was 16 years old.

CHAIRPERSON: How did you get the news that he was shot on that particular day?

MS NOBATANA: I heard the gunshots after the procession went down.

CHAIRPERSON: After that, you went to New Brighton mortuary.

MS NOBATANA: Yes, we went to New Brighton mortuary.

CHAIRPERSON: Is it where you found his body?

MS NOBATANA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us as a Commission about your son's death, how the whole thing affected you as a
family at home. We have already got details from other witnesses. They were telling us about the incident on that
particular
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day, can you tell us how did you cope with the death of this young boy?

MS NOBATANA: The person who is at home right now is me and my late son, and his sister but the sister is now
staying at Kwanubushle. I am now staying alone in the house. I am not satisfied, I am still dissatisfied up till this day
because if my child was still alive I would be staying with him.

CHAIRPERSON: How far did he go at school, what standard was he doing?

MS NOBATANA: He was doing Std.4.



CHAIRPERSON: Did you go to the Jubilee Hotel?

MS NOBATANA: Yes, I've been to Jubilee Hotel.

CHAIRPERSON: In your statement you mention your dissatisfaction?

MS NOBATANA: Yes, I told them I was not satisfied, concerning the money that they gave me because my child was
going to support me financially. My son was going to bury me and this R15 000 is not enough, is not equivalent to that
what he would do if he was still alive.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you tell us about your request?

MS NOBATANA: I ask that at least they must add something. I feel that they must add something.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you getting any pension fund? Are you getting any pension?

MS NOBATANA: Yes, I am getting a pension.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all that you would like to say today?

MS NOBATANA: That is all, but I am not well. When I went to the doctor the doctor asked me what was wrong and I
told the doctor and the doctor said I am suffering from high blood pressure. The doctor is Mr Castle.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

---------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will now call on Ms Tina Babsie Nokie.

TINA BABSIE NOKIE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: I understand that you are going to be giving your evidence in Afrikaans so I would like to say to you
that my Afrikaans isn't all that good.

According to the statement you were one of the persons who was on your way to the funeral on the 21 of March 1985, is
that correct?

MS NOKIE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Will you please give the Commission a very brief explanation of what happened and of how you
were injured.

MS NOKIE: We were on our way to the graveyard. We went down Maduna Road and there was a Hippo following us.
We went past Mittles shop down 16th Avenue and we stood there singing. There was a hippo in front of us and behind
us and there was also a Rastafarian that was in front who was telling us the route that we were going to take to the
graveyard and the hippo was in front. While standing there they started shooting at us. Thereafter we were lying on
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the ground. Having being shot, I was also injured and I was lying on the ground.

CHAIRPERSON: Could you please tell the Commission about the nature of your injury?

MS NOKIE: They struck me four times in my back, one on my upper right arm, one on my upper left arm. I was lying
there. They came to place stones next to me. When the ambulance arrived, they picked us up and took us to the hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you in hospital for 2 months, at Uitenhage Provincial Hospital?

MS NOKIE: Yes, I was at the Provincial Hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there any particular doctor that is currently treating you from time to time for the treatment?

MS NOKIE: Do you mean at the moment?

CHAIRPERSON: Yes.



MS NOKIE: No, I am not under any doctor at the moment.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you have any complaints?

MS NOKIE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your complaint?

MS NOKIE: My complaint is that I am battling. I have a house, I don't have any income, I cannot work for myself, I
cannot do anything for myself and I am at hospital at least every month. I have a bullet in my stomach, and every month
my stomach swells up and I have to be admitted into hospital.

CHAIRPERSON: The bullet that you refer to in your stomach, what did the doctors say about that? Why have they not
been able to remove it?

MS NOKIE: The last time they said to me that they would remove it, but then they didn't say anything about it
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thereafter.

CHAIRPERSON: When was this? Is there anything else that you would like to tell the Commission?

MS NOKIE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: What is that?

MS NOKIE: I am battling, I don't have any income. I have a child who is at school and I don't have any money to care
for my child and to buy my child a uniform. We are hungry at home, I don't have any money. They don't want to give
me a grant and they keep returning my application form.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you receive a State pension at any stage?

MS NOKIE: I applied the first time.

CHAIRPERSON: What was the result thereof?

MS NOKIE: They sent the papers back to me saying that I should go and work, saying that I am fit to go and work.

CHAIRPERSON: What did they say about the doctors opinion in the papers, did the doctors declare you unfit to work?

MS NOKIE: Yes the papers came back saying that I am fit to work.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all that you would like to say to the Commission today in connection with this matter?

MS NOKIE: I would like to ask the Commission if it cannot be of assistance to me. I don't have any income, I've got a
child who is still at school. Nobody is working and I am unable to work because I am sick and I can't do much for
myself.

CHAIRPERSON: The other people who gave evidence, referred to the Jubilee Hotel, saying that they were called there,
were you also called?

MS NOKIE: Yes.



CHAIRPERSON: What happened there?
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MS NOKIE: We were called, and they compensated us.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you also compensated?

MS NOKIE: Yes, I was given R29 000.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything else you would like to say to this Commission? Is that all you would like to say to
the Commission?

MS NOKIE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Ms Nokie.

----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I am going to thank the witnesses who we referred to this morning, who we spoke about this morning,
but due to time constraints, we are going to proceed and call upon Notolo Regina Plaatjie, and ask her to take the stand.
Over to you Rev Xundu.

NOTOLO REGINA PLAATJIE: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Ms Plaatjie, the evidence that you are going to give this afternoon before this
commission is about your brother, Matthews Lindile Faku. Is that correct?

MS PLAATJIE: Yes.

MS MAYA: You said that your brother left South Africa in 1961, and he left home saying that he is going to fight for
the struggle outside. Can you just give us an idea who Lindile was so that we can speak about somebody that we know,
what kind of person he was and what his position was in the struggle?

MS PLAATJIE: Lindile Faku was in the struggle with my parents, Mr and Mrs Faku. When he left in 1961, I was at my
marital home, but when he left home, he said that he was working at Industecs and he was to go in at 5:50, but he knew
that he was leaving. He left for work, took his shirt and left for work, and he did not come back home at 6 o'clock when
he normally came back, he didn't come back from UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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work, and my mother waited and he saw Mr Makidwana and Tebe coming and Mrs Chaka, and they said Mrs Faku, we
have come to let you know, please do not worry, that your son has crossed the border, please do not tell too many
people this, do not even tell your children, rather keep it under wraps, and that is how my brother left.

One day, while I was at home in Dumbaswa because my mother had been arrested and had been put in jail for 7 years,
when they were released, they were released to Dembaswa because they were told that they can not stay here in Port
Elizabeth, so we had to move to Dembaswa and I was at home because my mother had been in custody at the time so
my father was there. My father then said to me, you must please turn on the radio at 12 o'clock, you are going to hear
your brother singing. At 12 o'clock that night, I switched on the radio, and tuned into the station that my father had told
me about and I heard my brother singing these songs.

MS MAYA: Do you remember which station this was?

MS PLAATJIE: No, I have forgotten it, because it was a long time ago. No, I have forgotten which station it was which
the people who were involved in the struggle used to tune in to. My father used to know which one it was. And that was
the last time I heard about him, and thereafter, when my mother returned from jail, she had suffered a stroke in prison,
and when she came back from jail, she passed away after 2 weeks in Dembaswa because after the stroke she had a



stomach ailment and she passed away and she was survived by my father. My father also passed away without having
any idea where this child was and at a time where the exiles were returning home, we thought we was also going to
come
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back, and now the reason I am here today is because I see that everyone else has come back except him.

MS MAYA: Let us just go back to your mother, why was she arrested, so that she served 7 years?

MS PLAATJIE: She was involved in the struggle. They used to burn corpses because they said that they should take
them to Strydom.

MS MAYA: Which year was that?

MS PLAATJIE: I don't know, it was many many years ago. I can not even remember. It was Mrs Matomela and Mrs
Bart, they were all arrested at the same time.

MS MAYA: Do you remember, since you brother left, saying that he is going to join the struggle on the outside, which
organisation he was affiliated to?

MS PLAATJIE: He was a member of the ANC.

MS MAYA: You mentioned Mr Tebe and Mr Makidwana, what were they, as far as you know?

MS PLAATJIE: They were also members of the ANC. This is Mr Makidwana next to me, he is also a witness.

MS MAYA: Did your brother keep in touch with you people. Did you know where he was?

MS PLAATJIE: No, I just heard from my father that I should tune into the radio that night and listen to his voice on the
radio, but he never wrote to us.

MS MAYA: What made you sure that he was on the outside. Was it that you heard him on this radio station?

MS PLAATJIE: Yes, and also these people that had helped him cross the border came to tell us that he had crossed the
border and that we should not worry.

MS MAYA: And after they had told you that he had left, would they during the years, tell you that he was still
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alive, and where he was and so forth?

MS PLAATJIE: No, they never told us over the years but at the time that we were at Dembaswa, when this other group
came back, Mr Tebe's son said that our brother is still alive and that he is still there.

MS MAYA: What year did you last hear him on the radio?

MS PLAATJIE: That is why I say that I can not remember any more, it was a long time ago.

MS MAYA: Mr Makidwana and Mr Tebe, or anybody from the organisation, when last did anybody hear any
information about your brother?



MS PLAATJIE: Mr Makidwana and Mr Tebe were the ones that said that they had helped him across the border, and
my mother was then in jail and she came to Dembaswa thereafter, Mr Makidwana was the one that came back to Port
Elizabeth after his release from jail.

MS MAYA: Since you knew that your brother was in the ANC did you attempt at all, after the unbanning of the
organisation, to try and establish where your brother was and what happened to him?

MS PLAATJIE: I phoned once when Lindile Faku came from this rural village and somebody had given me a number,
telling me to phone this number. I phoned him and asked them about Lindile Faku, and I was told that this Lindile Faku
had been fetched by his sister and that he lived in a village and I wanted to know about our Lindile Faku who had left
and this person said to me, Ma'am, a lot of people haven't returned yet, wait for him, he probably will come back.

MS MAYA: As far as you know was he in the ANC, this person that was telling you that many people haven't returned
yet?

MS PLAATJIE: Yes, these were the numbers of the office that UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I had been given.

MS MAYA: Do you have names of people that you had spoken to at this ANC office?

MS PLAATJIE: No, I don't.

MS MAYA: You mentioned somewhere that somebody said to you that your brother had moved up in the ranks of the
ANC, outside, which meant that he would come back long after other people because he still had work that he had to
finish. Who told you this?

MS PLAATJIE: Mr Tebe's son.

MS MAYA: Have you spoken to Mr Tebe's son thereafter?

MS PLAATJIE: No, I haven't seen him yet because he is in Dembaswa.

MS MAYA: Haven't you heard anything more about your brother?

MS PLAATJIE: No.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else that you would like to say, in addition to your statement?

MS PLAATJIE: I would like the Truth Commission to please investigate for me and to try and establish what happened
to me brother so that at least we can know where he is so that if he is not alive we would like to know where his bones
are lying.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Ms Plaatjie, I am going to hand over to the Chairperson of the Commission, maybe
they have some questions that they would like to put to Mr Makidwana.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, the questions that we do have, have been put to you by Ms Maya, and we do
not have any more questions, but I would like to assure you that last week we did meet with political parties where they
had been
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making submissions and one of the things that we observed was the questions that were put to them by parents, more so
to the ANC organisation about children that hadn't returned from exile. The ANC has assured us that they will cooperate
with us in every way so much so that they will give us a list of the names of the people who died while in their camps
and assured us that they will help us in answering peoples questions about what happened to their loved ones and make
whatever information they can available to us, so we will handle your request accordingly and try and establish what
happened to your brother, and why he did not return when everyone else returned.

We would like to assure you of that because there are many instances that we come across in these hearings, similar to
this one of yours, where it becomes evident that some people come back and others don't and that there is no
explanation from the organisation that goes to the parents to explain to them what happened, so we will try by all means.
Thank you very much.

Thank you very much, you may go back to your seat.

---------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to call on Mr Sandi to call people.

ZWELIBANZI ALFRED NQIKASHE: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: The person who is going to be leading you is Ms Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela next to me, the other side,
thank you very much.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you very much Chairperson, thank you Mr Sandi.

Zwelibanzi, as you have heard, my name is Pumla and the chairman has already indicated that we are now going to ask
you to tell us how this whole thing affected you, the Langa massacre. What affect it had on your life, if you could just
tell us so that we could see. You have come here on behalf of Lungile Nqikashe who was your brother.

MR NQIKASHE: Thank you very much Ms Pumla. I greet the house at large, I am Zwelibanzi Alfred Nqikashe and I
live in Despatch. I am going to be very brief.

Firstly, as the Chairperson said, he would like to know how this whole massacre affected our lives and I am going to say
that is was very painful for us what happened on the 21
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March because firstly, there was no reason why it should have happened, because the people had not done anything. All
that had happened was that we were being oppressed and victimized by the Whites accused of being violent, we were
their victims at the time. We wanted to go and bury our fallen victims at the time, and unfortunately the authorities stood
in front of us at the time and would not allow us. It was very painful so much so that as I speak today, my parents are no
longer here, they have passed away. At the time when my brother Lungile Nqikashe passed away, when this happened
to Lungile they were still alive, but after they heard that he had also been shot, and we had heard that he wasn't even in
Uitenhage any longer, that he was now in Cape Town, we don't even know how he got to Cape Town.

This surprised the whole Nqikashe home and it shocked my parents and we heard the request from the social workers in
August. It was about something that had happened in March. Social workers from Port Elizabeth came and asked us if
we would have any place for Lungile Nqikashe who was in Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town, who would be in a
wheelchair because he had been struck in his spinal cord and it was found that his legs had been affected and firstly he
would have to go to court and they wanted to know if we would be able to go. We then found that we wouldn't be able
to go because I had just started working and I was the only one working in the family and thus we were unable.

During the third week the social workers came back to tell us that what had happened is that Lungile had received an



operation where they wanted to try and fix his legs but he did not survive the operation, he had passed away. There
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was a request that we should hurry because the government would give us four days to go and claim his body and if this
four days expired he would be buried by convicts. Thereafter what I did because my parents were not very literate or
educated, they did not know what was happening or what to do, then unfortunately I was working and I was in a
struggle and myself and Tobikile Laauw were the ones leading Despatch under comrades such as Fikile Nkobese who
was speaking here. I then hurried to ask my comrades in Uitenhage for help. They were also our brothers from our
White brothers who had shops, the Watson brothers and there was also my one brother who was in the struggle who was
working at Volkswagen, his name was Machola. I met him and said to him, asked him what I should do about this
situation because we would not be able to fetch my brother in 4 days. He took me to Mr Watson who was at this shop of
his in Uitenhage. We went there and Mr Watson phoned the social workers in Port Elizabeth requesting, informing them
that we would not be able to go within the 4 days if they could please extend those 4 days by a week.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Without interrupting you Zwelibanzi, you were now busy preparing to go and fetch him
there in Cape Town?

MR NQIKASHE: Yes, this is the time we were preparing to fetch him in Cape Town.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So if you could just try and tell us after having fetched him did you bury him here in
Uitenhage?

MR NQIKASHE: When the request was successful, I met with Comrades Netisis Toto and they took me to the
gentleman at the burial society and he said that he would provide transport to me free of charge, not free of charge, but
he
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would charge me per kilometre. So it would cost me R550. We then fetched him and brought him back and buried him
in Despatch. We were unable to bury him together with the others at the time because we brought him back and we
buried him as his family in Despatch, but fortunately there were some comrades such as Netsis Toto that were present.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you very much Zwelibanzi, I would like to ask you, what requests you have that
you would like to place before this Commission?

MR NQIKASHE: Appearing before this Commission today I am very happy because for a long time I have not known
what to do because things like this are very important because it is my wish that things like this should have been public
that the whole world should know about it and my wish is that the Truth Commission should please make it possible for
us, the people of Despatch to have a tombstone to commemorate the victims, the fallen victims of the massacre on
March the 21st. Even though there are few of us, the tombstone that exists is here at Kwanebushle but I would like there
to be one there.

Secondly, I would like the Truth Commission to give us a hall at Despatch where we can hold our meetings and use that
hall to hold meetings our children can play there and we can inform people of our history and things like this.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you very much Zwelibanzi, I am now going to hand you over to the
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Nqikashe.

------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Could you please rise so that you can take an oath.

NOTEMBILE FRANCIS NQINHI: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome Mrs Notembile Nqinqi she is going to be lead by Mr
Denzil Potgieter.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Good afternoon Mrs Nqinqi. I add my words of welcome to those of the Chairperson
and re-emphasise that the fact that your case is the last one for the day,
doesn't make it less important than any of the other ones. It is just as
important as any of the other cases that we have heard here today.

You will tell us about your son Edgar Monwabisi Nqinqi who was killed by
necklacing during September 1985. Would you like to tell us what you know, or
what happened to Monwabisi?

MRS NQINQI: It was early on a Saturday at 6.30am and his brother Kenneth woke us
up and said it would seem that they had killed, they had burnt Monwabisi.

We woke up and my husband asked me to remain behind and they went there to the
scene and they saw his body and identified him. They waited for the policemen
who took his body away and came back.

It was quite for some time with us not hearing anything and for about 10 months,
it was quite, that was in 1986. At night we saw some light showing into our yard
and we woke up. There was a knock at the door and there were two white
policemen. They were detectives. We let them into the house. They asked for
Thola or Ulani or Xtholile, then we said "No, we don't have any of those except
Xthola". Then they asked where was he, then we said "He is sleeping", so they
asked him to come and he came, then they said, "No, we don't want one of this
age", because he was only 13, they said we want an older one, because in
connection with the case of Monwabisi Nqiqhi who was set alight in Nginza.

My husband then said, "That is my son, that is my last born, I had sent him to
the location to his Uncle on a Friday". Then they said, "No, we cannot take this
one, he is under age". So they left and time went on.

After six months, we again heard another knock and it was very late at night and
we opened the door and that was still in 1986 and it was Sgt. Pelser with
Zibuko. They asked for Kenny, who was my eldest son, then I said he was
"voting".

They were going to send us a summons because we were going to court. We did
receive the summons that they wanted my son and my husband to appear in court
and they said there was a boy that had been arrested in connection with the



incident of Monwabisi and he was under arrest.

My husband and my son went to court and they saw this boy and they knew him. His
name was Jacob Saku living in Bangeli. That was in the Regional Court and the
case lasted three days, there was also a lawyer by the name of Pillay who was
standing for the other boy and my son was saying "No, it was not this boy" and
they said the sock that he had one, he knew it because it belonged to his
brother and so the lawyer was trying to deny that this was my son and yet my son
was saying, "No, I know this is my brother", so this boy was sentenced to 17
years, that is as far as I can go.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. I would just like to ask you one or two questions to
make clear to us what happened. Your son Monwabisi was working at Volkswagen
Factory is that correct?

MRS NQIQHI: Yes. That is where he was working.

MR POTGIETER: Has he got any children?

MRS NQIQHI: He has one boy. My son who got injured.

MR POTGIETER: Yes, I am talking about the one who is deceased, about Monwabisi.
Has he got one son?

MRS NQIQHI: He has got no child.

MR POTGIETER: He has got no children?

MRS NQIQHI: No, he has got no children.

MR POTGIETER: What was his age when he was killed?

MRS NQIQHI: He was 25 years. He was born in 1960.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Did he belong to any organisations, any political
organisations or civic organisations?

MRS NQIQHI: No. At that time he was in jail for having stabbed Tando Sisant in
the neck. He was sentenced to six months' he was at St. Alberts and I used to go
there and tell him about the situation where the people were being murdered by
necklace.

When he was released from jail, it was in July, he was out of jail for one month
and then this incident occurred. He was sentenced in January and then went out
of jail in August. I used to go there to the jail and tell him about the burning
that was happening to people here in Nobuhle.

MR POTGIETER: Is there any explanation, do you know of any reason why this
happened to him, why he was killed?

MRS NQIQHI: No. We didn't know anything because my husband was keen to know the
reason. He even went to one man who was at the head of a political organisation
by the name of Mr Gonomo and he asked what could have caused them to necklace my
son, then he said, "I wouldn't know", because my husband was telling him that my
son had just come from jail and then there he was being burnt. He had been away,
he had just come from jail, it was just only a month that he had come out of
jail.

MR POTGIETER: Where was it where he got killed, where in Uitenhage?

MRS NQIQHI: In Nobuhle, the township at Hinsa Street, before Mrs Njokwa's house
here in Uitenhage.



MR POTGIETER: This person that was convicted and sentenced to prison for the
killing, Jacob Saku, does he belong to any organisation or did he belong to any
organisation?

MRS NQIQHI: I really don't know this boy, because I wasn't there in court, but
when I was in Khayalitsha, because they had relocated from here to Khayalitsha,
one day his mother called me, unknown as she was to me and she said to me she
was asking for forgiveness for what she said to me. I then asked her what? and
then she said "It is my son who murdered your son", then I didn't say anything.
I kept quiet and then I asked "Is that all that you wanted to say?" and then she
said "Yes".

I could see that there was, later on I discovered that there was a relationship
between the two of us. I didn't say anything, I kept quiet. I said "No, I know
you from Langa before we were re-located".

MR POTGIETER: Did she give any explanation for what happened?

MRS NQIQHI: No. She did not explain anything to me because she also got a shock
of her life when she got to know that it was my son. She said that she got an
explanation that he was my son and then I said, "No, I don't know your son" and
then she tried to explain to me, then I said "No, I don't know your son, but I
recognise you as the mother, because we used to work together".

MR POTGIETER: The Regional Court, where the case was held were Jacob Saku was
sentenced, was that here in Uitenhage or was it in Port Elizabeth?

MRS NQIQHI: It was here in Uitenhage.

MR POTGIETER: Is there anything in particular that you want to draw our
attention to, that you want us to as a Commission to respond to?

MRS NQIQHI: Yes, there is. I would like to say that what bothers me most is that
my husband is not enjoying good health ever since that time. This really
bothered him and he died in August 1989 and I was left with my grandchild who is
still attending school. We are the only two left. If perhaps you could help me
to educate my grandchild because I live on pension.

MR POTGIETER: Jacob Saku. Does he also live in Khayalitsha, you said?

MRS NQIQHI: Yes, they live in Makulane. They left Mbangeli and I was going up
Makulane when his mother called me on a Sunday. There were two and they asked me
into a house and asked me to sit down and he was in jail - it was the mother who
called me - and she said I should be with them until the husband comes back from
Church and when he came back from Church he said he knew my husband, they are
related as the Mtanda people, so I left thereafter.

I went to my house and I explained this to my husband that they had called me. I
had never seen Jacob, but he was about 19 years of age at the time and he knew
no-one here in Uitenhage because he had just come, he was from a farm, that is
what the mother said. I did not know this child.

MR POTGIETER: Mrs Nqiqhi before I hand over to the Chairperson, is there
anything else that you want to add to what you have said or is that everything?

MRS NQIQHI: That is the lot, Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any further questions?

Mrs Nothembile Nqiqhi, we wish to extend our gratitude for bringing this
evidence that is so painful about your son who was set alight to death, we
therefore as this Commission sympathise deeply about this pain and suffering you
went through.



We are determined to investigate further about this matter, especially about
Jacob Saku, as to find out was the actual cause which led to the death of your
son.

In your statement you have made a request which is of great importance that this
Commission should work hard, that incidents of this nature may not ever happen
in future.

I am sure this side of the table, this is really what is in our mind, that such
incidents should never, ever happen in this country.

We also sympathise deeply and we promise that we shall do everything to the best
of our ability to get the cause of this happening which is so painful. We thank
you.

 

- - - - -
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to go on with the statements of those people who were involved in the Langa
Massacre. I would like to make an announcement that from here we are going to move to the scene of the massacre as
Commissioners, and there are arrangements made only for the victims so that they could be there with us so that you
could see the scene of the incident and we are looking at 3:30 to 4:00. Thank you.

We shall now call upon Thembekile Simon Ntshintshi as our next witness. Thank you Mr Ntshintshi for your presence.
Reverend Xundu is going to lead you during your testimony. Over to you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson, I greet you Mr Ntshintshi. What is your clan name?

THEMBEKILE SIMON NTSHINTSHI: (sworn states)

MR NTSHINTSHI: My clan name is Mgiqwa.

REV XUNDU: Now, lets do it like this. Your statement is very clear and we can see that you got injured. Now I would
like you to tell us how you got injured.

MR NTSHINTSHI: Firstly I would say I got shot in the leg
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and in the arm. I have three bullet wounds. I still have a bullet here in my leg and I was shot four times in my arm. I
stood before I fell because my leg just felt stiff. Then one lady supported me as soon as she could see that the policemen
were continuing to shoot and she is amongst us here. Thank you.

REV XUNDU: So you fell and you were taken to hospital?

MR NTSHINTSHI: Yes, I was sent to the Provincial Hospital and I went for X-Rays and back into the ambulance. That
was the last time I gained consciousness and I regained consciousness after three days and I was in the ICU in
Livingstone. I was operated on here on the chest down to my stomach. I also had an operation down on my right-hand
side and that is how I used to relieve myself. I had a third operation because they were trying to drain some blood out of
my body.

REV XUNDU: After the hospital, is there any court of law you went to?

MR NTSHINTSHI: I was discharged on the 10 June 1985, and I was sent to Legranse only to find that I was not on the
list of the people who were sent to Port Elizabeth, then I was sent to Church Street until on the 28 where I was given
free bail by the magistrate.



REV XUNDU: Are you one of those people who went to the Jubilee Hall, who got some compensation?

MR NTSHINTSHI: Yes, I am one of them.

REV XUNDU: Now, how is your condition now. Can you work or not?

MR NTSHINTSHI: I tried and I was employed by the municipality where I worked for about 2 weeks but I felt sick and
I couldn't go on working so I had to leave work and UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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went to Dr Pillay. I have been going to him constantly, whenever I have money, but if I don't have money I go to the
clinic, then I want to look for job at Fermacks and even then I felt sick and I ended up giving up and not working. I tried
to apply for a disability grant, and I was given a hope that they were going to give me this grant but later on they said I
should go back to work.

REV XUNDU: Now referring back to your health now, how do you feel now?

MR NTSHINTSHI: I feel very unfit because on rainy days the operation becomes painful and I have to sleep at home.

REV XUNDU: Now, what would be your wish?

MR NTSHINTSHI: My wish would be that I have tried all means to survive but in vain, so I am asking this Truth
Commission to help me because in my situation now I need some assistance so that I can be able to survive.

REV XUNDU: We thank you. Is there any other thing you would like to say?

MR NTSHINTSHI: My other request is that here in Uitenhage, some of us could not continue with out education. My
request therefore is that there should be a centre that should be erected so that people could be trained for hand work and
for certain skills as most of us could not further our education. Thank you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Sir, let me now hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for your testimony, Mr Ntshintshi.

----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mr Chairman let me ask that they should give a list of people who
are present and those who are absent. I am now going to ask Lulamile to take an
oath. Could you please rise?

LULAMILE BASIE PETER : (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Lulamile Peter to this Commission. We are
therefore going to hand you over to Mr Ntsikelelo Sandi who is going to question
you on behalf of this Commission.

MR SANDI: I must thank you Mr Peter and greet you all the same. Firstly, I would
like to ascertain the following. Do you live in 236 Modise Street, Despatch?

MR PETER: Yes.

MR SANDI: You are now appearing before this Commission about your shooting in
1985.

MR PETER: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Could you briefly explain how the situation was at Despatch on the day
you were shot? What was actually happening in your locality and then you could
continue therefore tell us exactly about how you were shot in 1985.

MR PETER: In 1985 there were riots, we were young and we were playing at school,
then there was a truck that came and it was loaded with . . . with a . . . . and
there were some people underneath, then whilst we were playing we just heard
some people shooting at us.

MR SANDI: Could you please raise your voice so that everybody could hear.

MR PETER: Do you want me to start afresh?

MR SANDI: Just continue from where you left off. Don't start from the beginning.

MR PETER: Underneath the branches there were some whites hiding and they shot us
on our way from school and that was in Forest Street.

I then ran away trying to escape and went into a certain house where they hid
me.

MR SANDI: Are there others who were shot by these very policemen were hiding



under branches?

MR PETER: Yes. there is (inaudible) . . . . father and another one.

MR SANDI: Now, you say the people who shot at you were police?

MR PETER: Yes, they were. What could have been the reason for these policemen to
hide under branches and then come out when they see you and they shoot at you?

MR PETER: It is because they thought that we were going to burn their truck,
because we were a group and yet we were coming from school.

MR SANDI: Did you get any treatment from hospital after you were injured?

MR PETER: Yes, I was sent to Livingstone Hospital. That is were I was given
treatment.

MR SANDI: Were you arrested? Why were you arrested?

MR PETER: They didn't state, they just took me from Livingstone Hospital in my
uniform and they took me to jail.

MR SANDI: What was the accusation? Did the Court find you guilty.

MR PETER: Yes, they found me guilty, but they did not explain what for.

MR SANDI: Did you perhaps have any lawyer?

MR PETER: Yes, I had the lawyer by the name of Van Rijh.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the name?

MR PETER: Yes, the name is Van Rijh.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say to us?

MR PETER: I was arrested from hospital and locked in the jail in Despatch and I
was still in the nightwear and the following day I was taken to Church Street in
Uitenhage and I was called by a white detective whose name I don't remember and
he called me into an office and he wanted to take down a statement. I told him I
did not have one, he clapped me and I fell and then the following day my parents
organised a lawyer for me.

MR SANDI: When all these things happened, can you recall how old you were?

MR PETER: Yes, I was 15 years old.

MR SANDI: Am I making a mistake to think that even the people you were playing
with were round about that age?

MR PETER: Yes, my friend was exactly 15 years old, but I can't tell how old the
others were.

MR SANDI: What would be your request to this Commission, Mr Peter?

MR PETER: My request is that I should get medical treatment because the
operation I had gives trouble.

MR SANDI: Is that all?

MR PETER: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Peter. Thank you Mr Chairman.



 

CHAIRPERSON: Again, the questions - Ms Pumela Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Mr Chairman. I want to have a full picture of what was
happening on the day. You say the police van came driving in front of the school
at the time you were going out of the school?

MR PETER: Yes.

MS GOBODO: You were going out of school and then as you were going out these
white policemen just came out of this truck.

MR PETER: Yes, this reminds me of that event called "Trojan Horse" in Cape Town,
which happened exactly the very same way in this very evil way it happened where
you find that policemen entice children because they wanted to make the victims
very young children - under the age of 15 and this makes me shudder.

MS GOBODO: Are there any other people who died amongst those who were with you?

MR PETER: Yes, there were.

MS GOBODO: How many were there?

MR PETER: There were about four, I think.

MR GOBODO: So, those policemen who did this like the "Trojan Horse" who killed
four, who were they?

MR PETER: They were the South African Police because they were dressed in a blue
uniform like these police present here.

MS GOBODO: Were they white policemen?

MR PETER: Yes, they were white and then one coloured policeman.

MS GOBODO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Before I hand over to Denzil Potgieter, I would like to know do you
perhaps have the names of those people who died.

MR PETER: I can't recall the three, but I know one of then was Tsolisi Nglale.

CHAIRPERSON: Could you slowly say the name once more?

MR PETER: Tsolisi Nglale is the name. The surname is Nglale.

CHAIRPERSON: So, is it the one who is going to give testimony No. 10.

MR PETER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: These other three you cannot recall the names.

MR PETER: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Over to Denzil Potgieter.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Chairperson. Lulamile, I agree with my colleague,
Pumela, that it is quite incredible the similarity between this incident and an
incident that happened in the Western Cape. Now, if I understand this correctly
this was really a Municipal truck, it appeared to be a Municipal truck with a
load of trees and some other things on the back?



MR GABODI: Yes, it is like that.

MR POTGIETER: And this was at a time when vehicles like that would be stopped in
the area and often attacked?

MR PETER: Our street is next to our school. It is a street that the cars use.

MR POTGIETER: So, it would have been known at that stage if you sent a truck
like that into that area, it is likely to be attacked?

MR PETER: Yes, it is like that.

MR POTGIETER: And, the driver of the truck, when the truck was stopped, did he
stop immediately? He didn't try to drive off?

MR PETER: He stopped immediately and when he alighted from the truck he had a
9mm gun and he shot in the air.

MR POTGIETER: So it's as if he was trying to attract attention. He got out with
the gun and started firing shots.

MR PETER: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Now, was this truck ever attacked, did anybody ever do anything to
the truck?

MR PETER: Nothing was done to the truck.

MR POTGIETER: And if I understand it correctly, soon after the driver got out
and fired shots, police who were hiding at the back, underneath the trees and
ostensible load of the truck just got up and started firing shots?

MR PETER: Yes, it is like that.

MR POTGIETER: Was there ever any charges laid against these police who were
involved in this incident?

MR PETER: I can't remember.

MR POTGIETER: But you have never been called to Court to give evidence against
these police that were shooting?

MR PETER: I did go to Court.

MR POTGIETER: But instead, you were charged and you were accused of having
committed public violence?

MR PETER: Yes, a charge was laid on me.

MR POTGIETER: But there was no charge laid against the police who were shooting?

MR PETER: No. There were no charges laid against the police otherwise I would be
aware of it.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mntukanti Mbolekwa is going to give evidence, was he there on the
day.

MR PETER: Yes, he was.

CHAIRPERSON: We reverse our earlier decision and ask, Mntukanti Mbolekwa and



Msokoli Nqandu to take the stand. That is after tea and that we do not ask
Lulamile Peter to stand down at this stage. The case seems to be very closely
related and I think we want to get to the bottom of some of the events that took
place at the time.

PANEL MEMBER: We agreed.

CHAIRPERSON: We are then going to ask that you remain there on the stands, you
come back after tea time and you sit where you are and then we ask Mntukanti
Mbolekwa and Msokoli Nqandu Mnandi to join you so that we look into this case.

 

(Adjourn Tea Break)

CHAIRPERSON: Could you please stand Mr Mbolekwa.

MNTUKANTI MBOLEKWA: (Sworn duly states):

CHAIRPERSON: Please rise Mr Nqandu.

MSOKOLI NQANDU: (Sworn duly states):

CHAIRPERSON: Sir, do you have to be sworn in as well?

HENRY SALJE: (Sworn duly states):

CHAIRPERSON: Before we proceed we would like to ask Mr Ntsikelelo Sandi to tell
us briefly about Mr Salje.

MR SANDI: Mr Henry Salje's evidence is that the police who shot at these
children, as the previous witness stated, that he has seen them coming from
where they had loaded these branches and proceeded to conceal themselves with
these branches.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Henry Salje, before we adjourned for tea we were listening to
the evidence of Lulamile Basie Peter and while we were listening to his story,
we asked him not to leave the witness stand but that we should call to the stand
Mntukanti Mbolekwa and Msokoli Nqandu.

Since we noticed that the story that we were hearing from Lulamile Peter was
corroborative of the stories told by the two witnesses we have just called.

Now we will proceed and hear the evidence of Mntukanti Mbolekwa and also the
evidence of Msokoli Nqandu and we will ask Mr Sandi to help us because Mr Henry
Salje will also give supporting evidence. We thank you also for coming forward
and we will hand over to Mr Sandi who will put questions to you on behalf of the
Commission. Thank you very much.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. We would like to start with Mr Mbolekwa.
Sir, you also reside at Despatch, is that correct?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes.

MR SANDI: The story that you are going to tell about your shooting is about the
police that were shooting at school children as stated by the previous witness,
Mr Peter. It was something that happened to you there at Despatch. Is that
correct?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes.

MR SANDI: According to the statement it was on a Thursday on the 18th April 1985
and when looking at your statement you say that you were sitting outside in the



sun. Can you just tell us from there, what happened?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes. I was sitting outside basking in the sun when I saw this
lorry. A green lorry appeared near the school and when it got near our blocks,
it stopped and these branches, first you only saw branches and then the next
thing people appeared from amongst these branches with their arms and they
started firing.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that they started shooting?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, they shot.

MR SANDI: Who did they shoot at?

MR MBOLEKWA: They shot at everyone around.

MR SANDI: They struck you while shooting?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, they struck me while they were shooting. They even followed
me. I was crawling to the other side.

MR SANDI: Where did they strike you, where on your body did they strike you?

MR MBOLEKWA: They struck me here.

MR SANDI: You say that they followed you into your house. You went around
crawling into your house.

MR MBOLEKWA: They followed me, even while I was crawling.

MR SANDI: Did they come closer to you while you were crawling. Did these
policemen come closer to you?

MR MBOLEKWA: No, they stood in the street.

MR SANDI: Did they not drag you out?

MR MBOLEKWA: They took me when I was already in the house and they dragged me
out into the street.

MR SANDI: While they were dragging you out into the street, were they saying
anything to you?

MR MBOLEKWA: What do you mean?

MR SANDI: Were they saying anything to you verbally?

MR MBOLEKWA: No, they did not say anything, they just said "sit here and wait
for an ambulance".

MR SANDI: Did you go to hospital for the shots that you received?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, an ambulance arrived at about sunset and took me to the
hospital.

MR SANDI: In your statement you say that there are some pellets still lodged in
your chest? Are they still there?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, they are.

MR SANDI: What reason did the doctors give you for not being able to remove
them?



MR MBOLEKWA: I didn't ask them anything, they just said "you are being
discharged today, go" and I also just left.

MR SANDI: Were these the doctors that told you that these pellets were lodged in
your chest?

MR MBOLEKWA: I feel them when I touch my body, they form lumps.

MR SANDI: Sir, is that all you would like to tell us in connection with what
happened to you on that day?

MR MBOLEKWA: From what I know?

MR SANDI: No, is that all that you would like to say about what happened to you.

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, there is nothing else.

MR SANDI: I am talking about what you are telling us today, is there anything
else that you would like to add to that?

MR MBOLEKWA: All else that I would like to say is that I would like help because
I am not well anymore because ever since I have not been the same.

MR SANDI: In your statement you say that your health has deteriorated due to
that injury?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us more about the state of your health, what else
can you tell us about your state of health?

MR MBOLEKWA: There is nothing else that I would like to add.

MR SANDI: Do you have any request that you would like to place before this
Commission?

MR MBOLEKWA: Yes, I would like to ask the Commission that when this happens to
me, when the pain starts seizing me, it seizes me in such a way that I can just
fall to the ground.

 

- - - - -

 

 

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Mbolekwa. Let us now go to Mr Nqandu.

Sir, Mr Nqandu, your child was also shot on this day there?

MR NQANDU: Yes, Sir.

MR SANDI: How did you receive these tidings?

MR NQANDU: I was from work, Sir, and when I arrived at the location I saw that
there was something happening there.

I then proceeded to go home and when I passed the Methodist Church I saw that
there were people lying there near the school and there was this Municipality
lorry somewhere near there.



I then proceeded to go home and when I got there my wife was there and I asked
her "why are you sitting here" and she said, no, you go, I think our children
have been shot.

I then went to this place where the children had been shot. We wanted to go
there but the police wouldn't allow us to go near and said that we can't see
these children.

While we were standing around there and ambulance arrived and took them and we
followed the ambulance to the hospital. We got to the hospital, it was myself
and another guy by the name of Ntuti, in his car. When we got to the hospital
the police would not allow us to come near them and they wanted to know "is this
your child?" and I said "yes", and they said "no, you may not see them". They
wouldn't even let us go near them and Ntuti, "Goefie, do you know him, do you
know me?" and he said "Yes, I know you, you are Ntuti", and we said well OK, we
see you, you are here. The policemen said "there is nothing else here for you,
you just leave", and we said "No, we can't leave, we would like to see what is
going to happen to our child".

It was not as if he was unconscious or anything, he was looking at us. We were
told to go home, we would be able to come and see him the following day.

The following day we woke up and I went to work and while I was at work, my wife
phoned to say that she had received a call and that it had seems as if that
child had passed away.

I asked permission from my work and we went to the hospital. When we got there
we were told that he had passed away and I wanted one question and I wanted to
know why he had passed away because when we saw him the previous day, when we
were there the previous day, he was still alive and then we were told that he
had been shot in his head.

We said OK and we left, we went home. When we got home, we were told that we
should go to the mortuary. We then went and we found all these corpses stacked
on top of each other in a corner and we were told to identify which one was our
family.

We identified him. They were just placed there on top of each other, a lot of
them and we were told that a post mortem was going to be conducted and we would
hear in due course when we could have him.

We decided that we should consult with the Undertakers and they are the ones
that then proceeded to do things for us.

MR SANDI: Were you informed when the post mortem was going to be conducted?

MR NQANDU: Yes, we were.

MR SANDI: What were the findings of the post mortem?

MR NQANDU: They did not want to say anything to us after conducting the post
mortem. When we asked this white man, he said that the police will tell us.

MR SANDI: Do you know the name of the doctor who conducted the post mortem?

MR NQANDU: No. I don't know that doctor.

MR SANDI: In your statement, Mr Nqandu, you say that the police came to your
house begging you to lay a charge, in other words, lay a charge against
somebody?

MR NQANDU: That's right.



MR SANDI: But you didn't agree?

MR NQANDU: No. I did not.

MR SANDI: Did you have any reasons why you did not want to lay a charge?

MR NQANDU: Yes, it is because I didn't shoot my child. They shot my child and I
felt that they should be opening a case, because our children were shot and we
didn't even know why.

MR SANDI: Is that all you would like to say Mr Nqandu before we go to Mr Salje?

MR NQANDU: No Sir. That is not all. Our hearts are very sore about the deaths of
our children. Our children didn't do anything, they were at school when they
were shot. We are heartbroken. My wife would not even be able to sit here in
front and tell you the way she was heartbroken.

MR SANDI: Do you mean to tell us Mr Nqandu that your request to the Commission -
what is your request?

MR NQANDU: We would like and investigation into this matter so that we can know
exactly how our children were killed because we don't know the details.

MR SANDI: Referring to your statement, you say that one of your requests from
the Commission is that there be a tombstone. Do you have any reason for lodging
that request?

MR NQANDU: Yes Sir. Because if help is available, I would like that.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nqandu. Would you like me to go over to Mr Salje now?

MR NQANDU: Yes Sir.

 

 

 

- - - - -

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR SANDI: Good day to you Mr Salje.

MR SALJE: Good day, Sir.

MR SANDI: When we spoke during the tea break, you said that you had information
about where the police came from, where they had concealed themselves with these
branches and come into the location. Could you Mr Salje please take over from
there and tell us what you say prior to the police coming into the location?

MR SALJE: Yes Sir. I can give you the complete picture but I am going to
apologise because about where I saw the branches being loaded.

I was coming from Sawmills where I was working, near the bridge, on my way home
and there is that crossing facing Despatch and . . . . (inaudible) call that
near the location. I was at the stop street there waiting for a bus to go home
and I think it was about the 18th April, it was on a Thursday, in 1985.

While standing there waiting for a bus, a lorry appeared from the direction of
Uitenhage, having loaded branches and when they got to the training school,
where they learnt to shoot, it stopped on the tar road near the gate and things
were bad at the time.

This lorry stopped and a hippo appeared from the direction of the location and
entered into the training camp where they learned to shoot and stopped near a
big tree. I don't know what kind of tree it was. It was obvious that they were
going to do something in the location, because the lorry parked behind the tree.

Two policemen alighted from the hippo, the others remained in the hippo and they
got under the branches in this truck and I realised that these boys are up to
something. There is definitely something that these boys are up to. They planned
something about us.

MR SANDI: What time was it, was it in the morning?

MR SALJE: I come out of work at 5 'o clock, by 6 o'clock I am at home. So, it
was still day, be that as it may, I realised that these policemen were up to
something, they wanted to do something with us there at Despatch.

Since there was no bus, I stopped a car. You must remember it cost me 30c to get
home, but I paid somebody R2 to take me home, to save our children from the
lions. Fair enough, God had sent a car that took me, but this man spoke with a
Zulu accent and took me home and I was limping, but I ran to tell our children
that they must watch out for this Blue Municipality lorry with branches over,
and they mustn't dare go near that truck.

I ran past No. 6 and No. 5 to my house at No. 4, and I put my bag on the table
and as I walked out, the shots rang out and they started shooting.



The Boers shot. They had stopped near the school, near Mr Mbolekwa's house. It
appears that a lot of other people were injured as well.

That lorry had stopped by that time and the police were shooting and that is all
I want to say.

MR SANDI: The Mr Mbolekwa you are referring to, is it the man that gave evidence
here?

MR SALJE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Salje. I would like to hand over to you Mr
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Revd. Mxundu.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Did you know any of these policemen?

MR SALJE: No, I did not know any of them, because when they got to this training
school, this range, they were wearing blue clothes, like the policemen present
here today. White policemen, there were no black policemen amongst them.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you very much Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Denzil Potgieter.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Mr Nqandu, perhaps I can just get one or two items of information from you. I
just want to know Mr Nqandu, how old was your son when he died?

MR NQANDU: He was approximately 16 years old.

MR POTGIETER: Now, the police tried to get you to make a case and you explained
to us what your attitude was, but were you ever called to Court in connection
with the death of your son. There is a procedure that we call an inquest. Do you
know anything about that perhaps?

MR NQANDU: Yes, they had called me and I said I am not going to Court because I
didn't shoot my child.

MR POTGIETER: To which court did they call you, where did they want you to come
to?

MR NQANDU: The one here close by.

MR POTGIETER: Here in Uitenhage?

MR NQANDU: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Was it soon after the incident when your son was killed. Can you
perhaps still remember roughly when you were called to come to court?

MR NQANDU: I was called on a Tuesday of the following week. I can't remember
what the date was.

MR POTGIETER: Did you hear afterwards what happened to the case, whether anybody
was held liable for the death of your son, for example?

MR NQANDU: No, I did not hear anything.



MR POTGIETER: Would you like us to follow that up and find out what happened to
that particular case?

MR NQANDU: I would appreciate that.

MR POTGIETER: Then, just one other issue. The police were stopping you from
seeing your son at the hospital, when your son was still alive. What was the
attitude of the hospital, the doctors there, were they just allowing the police
to prevent people from seeing their family - what was their attitude?

MR NQANDU: There weren't any police where he was, I mean there were no doctors,
there were only policemen where he was.

MR POTGIETER: Did you raise this with anybody from the hospital, any of the
officials from the hospital to try and see your son, or did you just accept when
the police refused?

MR NQANDU: The policemen did not even want us to speak to anybody there, they
did not allow us at all.

MR POTGIETER: How did you feel about that, look, your son was still alive at
that stage when you tried to see him and the next time you were told that he was
dead?

MR NQANDU: It was very painful for me, up to this day, I still mourn for him
because he could possibly have been helping me today.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much.

MR NQANDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Pumla Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Salje, I am going to put a question to
you, because you are the one that saw this truck and where it came from. I would
like some clarity on exactly where these people came from. I would like to ask
you Sir, since you saw this truck stopping, loading policemen, are these
policemen from the Municipality or were they policemen wearing the common
uniform. These are the government policemen wearing blue clothes. Since you say
they were at the shooting range where they learnt to shoot, was this a training
range for policemen or soldiers?

MR SALJE: I would not be able to differentiate, I would just say that it was
their shooting range, although I don't know if it was for soldiers or policemen,
I just know that it was their shooting range.

MS GOBODO: You say it was on your way out as you go to Despatch?

MR SALJE: Yes, it is near the road to Kleinskool and Despatch. It is the camp in
the middle there.

MS GOBODO: When the other man spoke, he mentioned that it was on the 18th of
this day. How come you can remember it so well. Why is it that you can remember
this day so well.

MR SALJE: The reason that I can remember this day is because it was on a
Thursday.

MS GOBODO: Is that why you still remember it so clearly? Did you pay any
attention to the registration of the vehicle?

MR SALJE: No, I did not pay any attention to the registration number, but I saw
that it was painted blue.



MS GOBODO: Thank you very much, Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Yolisa Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Nqandu, I would like to put one question
to you. In the statements before us, in your statement particularly, you say
that this incident took place on the 18th of January 1986, but the others say
that it happened on the 18th April 1985. I would just like to know from you if
this is a mistake by the person that took down the statement or did these things
happen at two different dates?

MR NQANDU: No, it was my mistake because I said that I remember that it was the
18th, but I wasn't sure about which month it was.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Nqandu, in your statement, on the first page of your statement,
you say that at this time there was unrest and conflict between the police and
the members of the community. At the time of this incident, there was conflict
between the community and the police, could you please just elaborate on that
conflict?

MR NQANDU: I should say that there was conflict, because things were bad, that
is why I put it as there having being conflict.

CHAIRPERSON: It is very important for us as the Commission to be able to
understand this very clearly. We have established that in the community four
people died.

MR NQANDU: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: How many policemen died?

MR NQANDU: I never heard of any policemen passing away.

CHAIRPERSON: How many of them were injured in this conflict?

MR NQANDU: None.

CHAIRPERSON: Could we then call it conflict, could we call that conflict.

MR NQANDU: Sir, that is why I said that I wasn't sure whether I was using the
correct word, but things were bad. Things were very tense at the time. That is
why I referred to it as conflict.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Sir. My second question is - it is very
important for me to put this question to you because when we investigate this
matter, it has to be clear that these people went there to go and attack these
students and lure them to this truck and after luring them to the truck, they
would shoot them - who was fighting between students and them, so if you
statement speaks about conflict, it sketches a picture of fighting between the
two sides, but now that you have put it that way, it seems as though the
students were lured to this truck and the police then just appeared from
underneath these branches and shot at them. I would just like clarity on the
second issue. I am first going to put it in English.

You say, the youth would vandalise white people's property and sometimes loot
them. On this day, did these students do anything that caused damage to the
property of the white people, when they came from school, on the way to where
they were injured?

MR NQANDU: The children were in the school yard. They were coming out of the
school yard on their way home. I don't know of anything else that they had done.



CHAIRPERSON: Did they burn anything on their way from school to where they were
injured?

MR NQANDU: No, nothing had been burnt.

CHAIRPERSON: So, these students were coming from school when they met up with
the police who shot at them and there was no conflict between them, there was
nothing that had been burnt and there was nothing that had been damaged. Do I
understand you correctly in that sense?

MR NQANDU: Yes, that is it. I really don't know of them having burnt anything,
because the children came from school. As I said previously, I had come from
work and I did not know of anything that the children had done.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Ms Maya has suggested that I put this question to Mr
Peter.

 

 

 

- - - - -

 

MS MAYA: Lulamile Peter, you are going to tell us, because it is very important
for the sake of clarity to put this question to you. We would like to know
firstly, as Commission, if, what time you came from school when this incident
occurred?

MR PETER: We came out of school at 2.30pm and we had asked our principal for
permission to play on the school grounds. He granted us permission and we play,
and after we had played and we went home, and it was on our way home that we met
up with this truck.

MS MAYA: Was this a students meeting?

MR PETER: It was not a meeting, we asked the principal for the school grounds,
to play.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much, I didn't hear you. So when this incident occurred,
you had come from the school grounds where you had played and on your way home,
what time was it approximately?

MR PETER: It was at approximately 5.00pm.

MS MAYA: When you got to this truck with these branches, were you just walking
or had you done something?

MR PETER: No, we were just walking home. There was nothing that we could have
done to that truck because we were from school.

MS MAYA: In your written statements, unless the person taking your statement,
made a mistake, it says that the students got out of the premises and stopped
the truck. Did you do that?

MR PETER: Yes, there were people, apart from school children that had stopped
the truck.

MS MAYA: And thereafter, did the policemen just appear from amongst these



branches?

MR PETER: Yes.

MS MAYA: What do you think the intentions were for them having concealed
themselves with these branches?

MR PETER: I think that they were camouflaging themselves from the people.

MS MAYA: Did you know any of these policemen?

MR PETER: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Sir, we thank you, you too Peter or Lulamile for the story that you
have come and shared with us as the Commission and as my colleagues said, my two
colleagues from Cape Town have stated, this incident is very similar to one that
took place in Cape Town known as the "Trojan Horse Killing".

They were fortunate in the sense that their story was covered by the media, but
yours, I cannot recall at any stage that your story received any publicity to
expose the dirty tricks of the police. This always happens that in bigger town,
such as they one where they come from. These things are newsworthy, but when it
happens in smaller places they are not, they are not worthy of making news.

We are going to try our best as the Commission to follow up on your story and
the questions that I have put to you which made it seem as if you were in a
court of law, putting you under cross-examination are so that we can follow up
on your story.

It is important for us to know what happened because the police were known -
they are supposed to know which policemen were driving that truck that day and
the Municipality should have records of who was driving the truck. The people in
charge of the Municipality at the time and the police at the time if they had
done their jobs correctly should know who went out in that truck that day, so
they should have records of that shooting incident and we as the Commission will
investigate this because of the four children that were killed and also because
of the injury of you sir.

We will investigate and try and establish the truth so that you can come to
terms with it. We thank you and promise that if there is anything else, any
other information that we need, that we will get back to you. Thank you very
much.

 

 

 

- - - - -
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to ask our next witness, Mrs Buyelwa Plaatjies. Thank you very much Mrs
Plaatjies, Ms Maya will facilitate your evidence.

BUYELWA INNOCENTIA PLAATJIES: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. Mrs Plaatjies, I would like to ask you, what is your surname, is it
Plaatjie, or Plaatjies?

MS PLAATJIES: It is Plaatjies.

MS MAYA: In the statement before us on which your evidence today will be based we find that you are going to speak
about Phumzile Gladwell Plaatjies, who was also part of the crowd of the people who was killed on 21 March 1985. I
would like you to please tell us when did you hear that Phumzile was no longer alive? I would like you to tell us how his
death affected you.

MS PLAATJIES: We heard on the Sunday that Phumzile had passed away.

MS MAYA: Who was telling you?

MS PLAATJIES: We were told by a friend of his that was there.
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MS MAYA: How old was Phumzile at the time?

MS PLAATJIES: He was born in 1967.

MS MAYA: Was he still a pupil at the time?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes he was still at school.

MS MAYA: In which standard was he?

MS PLAATJIES: He was in Standard 7.

MS MAYA: After having heard that he had passed away, what did you do?

MS PLAATJIES: We went to look for him. We came to AVBOB here and we were told to look for him in New



Brighton. We found him there.

MS MAYA: After how long did you find him?

MS PLAATJIES: We found him after a week.

MS MAYA: Were you called, when the other people were called to the Jubilee Hotel?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes, we were also called.

MS MAYA: Who did you find there, and what was done, what was said to you at the Jubilee Hotel?

MS PLAATJIES: There were a lot of people there and there were attorneys present as well. There were many of us and
there were attorneys.

MS MAYA: What were they calling you for? Since they say that there was money that the state compensated the
people, did you receive any money?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes we did.

MS MAYA: How much money was that?

MS PLAATJIES: It was R15 000.

MS MAYA: How did Phumzile's death affect your family?

MS PLAATJIES: We got so sick so much so that my mother suffered a stroke.

MS MAYA: How did the stroke affect her, how was she after
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the stroke? Please take your time. I would like to ask us to please keep quiet and show this witness the respect she
deserves.

MS PLAATJIES: She was ill for a very long time, she is still not very well.

MS MAYA: One last question. What is your wish as a family, what is your request to this Commission?

MS PLAATJIES: I want some kind of memorial stone to be erected here in town.

MS MAYA: Is that the only wish you have as a family?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else that you would like to add before we conclude?

MS PLAATJIES: No, there is nothing else.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much, I hand you back to the Chairperson, there might be more questions forthcoming.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

-----------------------
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FRANCINA NTOPELA

CASE: EC /96 UITENHAGE

DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Are you both going to swear?

PANEL MEMBER: What is your name?

Francina Ntopela is my name.

WENDY SIZEKA RAMATHE: (Sworn duly states).

FRANCINA NTOPELA: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you ladies and we thank you that you have come to appear before this

Commission. We shall now hand over to Revd Xundu to lead the witness.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

We greet you Wendy. By the way where is your home Wendy?

MS RAMATHE: My home is in New Brighton.

REVD. XUNDU: What is your clan name?

MS RAMATHE: My clan name is Madiba.

REVD. XUNDU: By the way, your story states that you were working for the Department of Health and

Welfare here in Port Elizabeth. Could you now tell this Commission what work were you doing at the
time?

MS RAMATHE: I Wendy Ramathe used to work for the Department of Health and we used to look at the

welfare of the people and this was a very big job.

On the 29th July 1986, I used to work with Albertina Dlanjwa.

REVD. XUNDU: Just before the 29th, could you tell us that you also used to deliver food parcels
together

with Albertina and people used to queue up for these food parcels. These were people from Soweto,
is that

true?

MS RAMATHE: Yes, it is like that.

REVD. XUNDU: Now, when did it all start that you should be suspected, whereby people started to
have

doubts about you?

MS RAMATHE: We used to work hand in hand with the people and this suspicion that people had later
on,

became a surprise to us. We used to look into the needs of the people. Then on the 29th July, I got
a

telephone call from Albertina's husband, telling me that Mrs Dlanjwa was not well and he was asking
me to

accompany her to see a doctor in Corsten.



At 3.30 after my rounds I then went to Mrs Dlanjwa's house and there were visitors from Transkei

and some other people who had problems, because that is what they used to do, since we did not have
an

office of our own. People used to come to us and then we would look into their needs and their
problems and

give what is appropriate.

Firstly, in that Zwide area, we saw that there was suffering and a lot of facilities were lacking,
there

were no creches, this was not the first project. There used to be a house owned by the Municipality
in

Siyongwana, so we investigated and looked at this house to be used as a creche.

In 1982 we got it and some children were kept there and it was named Ntlalontle, because it was

expressing that we wanted good health for our people.

People from the locality worked there. Then again, we could see that some people were sending

children to this creche when they were actually doing nothing. We decided to keep these elderly
people busy.

So as to curb their suffering we taught them wonderbox, we taught them how to knit socks and even
the

young women who were unemployed, we decided to keep them occupied by teaching them handwork.

REVD. XUNDU: I remember that you had a remarkable work, which was well known to most people at the

time?

MS RAMATHE: Yes, it is like that.

REVD. XUNDU: I am listening to your story. I now want you to tell us about this particular incident
of the

day which gave you a great shock, because there had been no indication that people were not in
favour of

this? I still remember even the "roldebuck" that used to be sold there. So, you found people
throwing petrol

bombs at you?

MS RAMATHE: On the 29th, a young boy of about 15 years came into my house and I was from work. In

front, I was with Mrs Dlanjwa who was talking on the telephone and there were two elderly women
next to

the door.

This boy passed and I saw him cutting and disconnecting the phone and I was shocked. He was

dressed in a Khaki shorts and I saw him taking out something that he hit on the floor and I could
see it was a

petrol bomb. Thereafter there was fire.

My first reaction was to jump for these old people who were sitting next to the door and Mrs

Dlanjwa also helped me. There were people in the bedroom, here in Mrs Dlanjwa's house. They
screamed,

called out "Wendy, your head is on fire", and then I tried to put off the fire. We ran towards the
kitchen and

this boy again exploded another petrol bomb and there was a big flame in front and at the back and
there was

no way out. The doors were locked with burglar proofs.

REVD. XUNDU: Do you think the neighbours were responsible for this or do you think that this was



politically motivated?

MS RAMATHE: What I think is that there is some political influence in all this because, a little
bit after that,

at the time we were burning, there was one child who pulled the burglar door and we saw a hippo
parked

outside as we were jumping out through the window.

REVD. XUNDU: What was this hippo doing?

MS RAMATHE: There were some white men standing next to the hippo, they were just watching. They

were not doing anything because as I was going out I could see they were just standing and doing
nothing.

REVD. XUNDU: You say, in that house there used to be mealie meal and so on. Did the people do any

looting on that day.

MS RAMATHE: The one sitting next to me is the one who had a chance to see everything because I just

went out and ran out.

REVD. XUNDU: Did you identify any of these people who attacked your home? Is she the one who is

going to answer, if so, then give her a chance.

Mama, tell us how are you connected to this story, just tell us, were you just an eye witness or do

you have a lot of information as you were the person who was helping Mrs Dlanjwa?

MS NTOPELA: Mrs Nontsikelelo Dlanjwa is my sister. She comes after me. When I left my house, she
was

booked off by the doctor because of high blood pressure.

I did my washing and I decided to go and help her. When I got there, I found Mrs Myila who is our

sister-in-law together with her son. My sister was sleeping in the bedroom and they were all in one
bedroom.

I helped with whatever, preparing food. In front there was an office and there were two women there
in that

office. Mrs Wendy who used to work with my sister came. At the time there was this telephone call
from my

niece, I thought it was for me, but Mrs Ramethe Wendy said, "No, the telephone call was for Mrs
Dlanjwa"

who went out of the bedroom to receive the telephone call.

I then decided to go and take the washing from outside with the intention to prepare supper. For a

short while, I just went out and I looked round and I saw some smoke and this house was facing some

shacks. I thought the smoke was from the shacks and I saw more and more smoke coming out of one of
the

windows from my sister's house. I then turned, when I was getting into the yard, my sister was in
flames and

she was wrapped in an apron and I heard her crying "why are you burning me, why don't you tell me
when

you are dissatisfied".

When I got into the yard, I saw some young boys. Billy was one of them, Mongezi of Mgengo was

another one. Matega from Mgengo was another one, Temba.

All these children, Temba came from Fumba and Maboetie was one of them. They were of the

same family, the Gondwana family.

REVD. XUNDU: Are these children still there?



MS NTOPELA: They were masked and they were coming out of my sister's house.

REVD. XUNDU: Do you still see them? After that incident, do you see them now or you last saw them

then?

MS NTOPELA: They are there, they were there, I remember that after that incident, there was a story
that

Albertina was stealing some clothes and sending them to Transkei and this was dismissed by the
comrades

and there was no press report on this. These children said they were members of the UDF and when
this

happened, some elderly guys came to my house, but I just can't recall their names.

They told me that Mrs Dlanjwa used to work with them as a member of the UDF and these children

who had done this had been sent and bought to do all this. They said UDF was not responsible for
this act.

REVD. XUNDU: If you can recall, in that statement of Mkuseli Jack, he tried to distance the UDF and
said

this was just a criminal act that they cannot promote. Do you still remember that?

MS NTOPELA: Yes, I do.

REVD. XUNDU: After this, was there any way of getting hold of these people who were responsible for

this act?

MS NTOPELA: Firstly, I must say at the there was this fire, the hippo's came immediately as if they
had

been nearby expecting this act.

They used a hosepipe to extinguish the fire and it was supposed to be a person to take guard of
that

house according to the government police. But what these soldiers did was that they just drove out
and left

no-one in guard. A certain detective was sent there and he claimed that he did not want to
associate himself

with that because he had just come from Port Elizabeth and he had to investigate.

REVD. XUNDU: Was there a court case after this act?

MS NTOPELA: They were collected, these children, and then when we sent another one to go and check

whether they had collected the right people, then this boy who we had sent said he got scared
because these

children were changing in appearance, so he got scared and he did not bring any definite
information to us

and it just ended there.

CHAIRPERSON: Sizeka we are going to hand over to you.

REVD. XUNDU: Was there any investigation or any case on this act?

MS RAMATHE: I was called to the New Brighton Court where I was asked to identify these people. I

couldn't, except that I could identify that Mongezi who had come on that day and unfortunately he
was not

there in court on the day.

After that I was not happy, that was after I had been discharged from hospital, because at that
time I

was in hospital, people kept on threatening me and when this one died, they said I would be the
next.



REVD. XUNDU: Now, these people were just threatening you. Even of Mkuseli Jack had made that

statement to distance the UDF from this act?

MS RAMATHE: Yes, that was the time that I was not happy, even in my house, I didn't leave my house
by

choice, I was compelled to.

REVD. XUNDU: So, there was no court case of this incident?

MS RAMATHE: There was, because I say I did go to the New Brighton Court but nothing happened.

REVD. XUNDU: What are your wishes as you have come before this Commission. What would you like

this Commission to do about this matter?

MS RAMATHE: Before I could state my wish, I would like to expantiate and say, in all the work that
we

used to do with Mrs Dlanjwa, we were working mainly with some white people like Molly Blackburn. I
still

recall a certain incident where there were floods in Veeplass. We were working with them and there
are so

many things that they used to help us with.

They would even lead us and show us the correct channels to follow whenever there was any

problem.

REVD. XUNDU: Just on that point, now do you think this is what made these people to have this

suspicions. Do you think that there was a third force that influenced the youth?

MS RAMATHE: Yes, I think there was a third force because I remember one other day in Veeplaas as we

were standing, we were taking food all over the place. We were standing there with Molly Blackburn
and

Mrs Dlanjwa was there too and we were working. Mrs Molly said, there were some whites who said "are
we

working with this Molly Blackburn" and there were some nasty remarks that were making us unhappy.

REVD. XUNDU: So, your suspicion is that these youth were being supported by some police from the

government as if what you were doing was not favoured by the comrades. Is that your suspicion?

MS RAMATHE: Yes.

REVD. XUNDU: That was the last time you worked?

MS RAMATHE: At the time this happened my husband had been retrenched and I was the breadwinner

because my children were very young at the time. In July 1986, I then got injured and then there
was no way

of survival for my family and then we decided to leave Port Elizabeth for King Williamstown to go
and stay

with my parents.

It was very tough during these years. From 1986 to this year and it is only just a few months that
I

have just got a job at one creche.

REVD. XUNDU: Did you get any pension?

MS RAMATHE: Yes, I got 5% pension from work. I had many burns on my head. I have got no ear

because it got burnt and when I am sitting, I have got to support myself.

REVD. XUNDU: What did they say at your work?



MS RAMATHE: They just decided to book me off and they didn't give me any substantial amount. All
they

gave me was R7000 for burning and I had to live on this amount for several years because my husband
was

unemployed.

REVD. XUNDU: Then what happened to your house?

MS RAMATHE: When they moved from Mrs Dlanjwa's house, they moved onto my house. They looted

everything, my furniture, they took everything that they wanted to from my house.

REVD. XUNDU: Was it general looting?

MS RAMATHE: Yes.

REVD. XUNDU: The policemen too, did not investigate on this matter?

MS RAMATHE: No. My father who was there tried to stop them, but to no avail. So the people said we

were working with the system and I just couldn't tell how. It was just something to deflate us.

REVD. XUNDU: You said you have now, you would like to state your wishes. What would you like this

Commission to do for you?

MS RAMATHE: My wish is that you should investigate who the instigators of this act were. I need my

furniture and everything of mine, because in 1991 my husband was threatened that he should not come
back

from exile clever and demanding his things.

I am always nervous, I am afraid of crowds. I am not trusting because I can't take it that I used
to

work in close connection with the community, but today I find that I am now an enemy to my enemy.

Wherever I am, I feel untrusted and I also don't trust.

REVD. XUNDU: Thank you lady. I still remember this period and I know how you feel. I am now going
to

hand over to other Commissioners who may have some questions to ask.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Wendy Ramethe we wish to thank you for coming before this Commission to tell us

this pathetic story. We remember the time when this incident occurred. We people who come from
afar, we

thought that when there was word that this incident was not connected with the political
organisations, we

thought that it would be the end of everything and what would be left would only be the accident
you met

together with Mrs Dlanjwa.

It is very painful now to hear after the incident, you still became unhappy and you were harassed
to

an extent that you had to live a lonely life in your community. This causes much pain to us.

There is one thing that we have always said here that we should ask the policemen and soldiers

whose names are mentioned frequently as perpetrators, that they should come forward before this

Commission. We therefore would like to make another plea to these young men you have mentioned
here,

who are three in number, that they should come forward

forward. Their names are Mongezi (surname unknown), Themba Ngodwane is one of them and Billy Pemba

to come and explain what exactly happened, to this Commission.



The Human Rights Violation are not only done by policemen and soldiers or whites, they are just

human rights violation whether they are done by people who call themselves comrades, so we
therefore

make this loud call to these three people who have been mentioned that they should come before this

Commission whilst time permits. To come and tell us what exactly happened.

We know that this will not give back your true health, you have been damaged and you will enjoy

ill-health until you die, but we still want to know the exact truth of what actually happened and
also to know

who was the perpetrator and also if they did this on political motivation they should state why
they did it and

who had sent them.

We would also like to extend our sympathy to you and all the things that you have asked from us,

we shall look into them and as I said to you earlier, there is one thing that we cannot restore to
you and that is

your good health. Thank you.

------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 28.8.96 NAME: NOKUZOLA SYLVIA RAWANA

CASE: UITENHAGE

DAY 3

_________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: The next witness will be Nokuzola Sylvia Rawana. We would now like to hand you over to Rev
Xundu who will facilitate your evidence on behalf of this Commission.

NOKUZOLA SYLVIA RAWANA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Ms Rawana, you live here at Kwanobuhle, is that correct?

MS RAWANA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: And your brother, Mongameli Rawana, how did he get involved in this problem that let to his death?

MS RAWANA: On the night of his death, my brother arrived at our house, we were always together because our oldest
sister got married, and I was left with him, and we used to like to go to my sister at no.4 Sagumba Street and we were
always there and that night he arrived saying that he was hungry and I asked him to wait a bit, that I was going to
prepare supper. This was before 9 o'clock in the evening and we thought that he had gone to watch the news and we
went next door to watch the news and we got there halfway through the news and the news ended while we were there
and we went back home. When we got back home, the children were there by themselves. I asked them where there
uncle was, and they said that he had left and that they didn't know where he was.

REV XUNDU: Let me just help you there, you say that
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Mongameli was met with this incident after Mr Kinikini had been burnt?

MS RAWANA: Yes, that same day.

REV XUNDU: Who was Mr Kinikini?

MS RAWANA: He was a councillor there at Kwanobuhle. He was a councillor and also somebody who was in the
burial society.

REV XUNDU: So, it was somebody popular there?

MS RAWANA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: On the day of Mr Kinikini's burning, when you went to go and watch elevision, your son also said that
at about 10 o'clock he heard gunshots?



MS RAWANA: When we came back from watching the news, we waited, thinking that he was going to come back,
seeing that he had left, and we waited until we have up until and at approximately 10 o'clock, while waiting, we heard
gunshots outside. During that time you couldn't have your lights on late. When the hippos went past you had to blow out
your lamps and it had to be dark, even if you were awake. We went to sleep without him coming back to have supper.

REV XUNDU: To which organisation did Mongameli belong?

MS RAWANA: At the time, he was following the UDF, he was a supporter of the UDF.

REV XUNDU: You say that your neighbour, Mr Noankile Mgwegwe, what did he say to you?

MS RAWANA: We had been looking for him for a long time and had already given up when this lady said that the
police had arrived at her house early that day, two policemen with some Black policemen had arrived that morning and
asked her about the Rawana family and she said to them that she knows the family. They said to her that she should
please go to their UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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offices there in Church Street the following day and look for the riot squad detectives. She did not do that because she
said that she was afraid not knowing what she was going to do when she got there.

When she told us, she said that she realised afterwards that she should try and get a message to us informing us about
this. She told us this after a long time.

When I asked her what the police wanted, she said that they had a photograph.

REV XUNDU: Who did she say these police were?

MS RAWANA: She said that they were two White policemen with some Black policemen, and she said to me that she
knows these policemen, she could identify them if she were to see them again, but she wouldn't be able to identify the
Black ones.

REV XUNDU: And when you realised that your brother was no longer alive, you went to look for him?

MS RAWANA: We looked and when we heard that he had been shot, we heard from this woman saying that the police
had arrived at her house and said that, when we went to this office, we went and asked and these policemen couldn't
give us any information and one of them said that we should fetch this lady at her house, so we went to fetch her and we
went back and got into those offices. She saw this White policemen and she identified him and he also came to us and
asked us if he could be of assistance and I said yes, and I don't know if he recognised this lady because he said, are you
here for the case of Auston Rawana and I said yes, and he said follow me and we went into his office and took a seat.

He then asked what are you to the deceased. I then
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said that he was my brother and he said, are you his sister, and I said yes, he said to me, would you be able to identify
him if you were to see him. I said yes. There were plenty of files on the table, and he took out a file and gave it to me
and asked me who is this. I looked at the photograph and found that it was him and I said to him that this was my
brother. He asked me how do you know, and I said, no, I know him, these are even the clothes he had on the day he
disappeared from home.

REV XUNDU: When he showed you this photograph, did he say where the body was?



MS RAWANA: He said that they had buried him.

REV XUNDU: How long had it been after you had lost him?

MS RAWANA: It was months later. He had been shot in March and I think this was in about July, and he said to me
that they had buried him.

REV XUNDU: You say that the police said that they had shot him. Who shot him?

MS RAWANA: It was this White policeman, I don't know who he is.

REV XUNDU: Did he agree that he had shot him?

MS RAWANA: He said, yes, we shot him there at Nobuhle.

REV XUNDU: When he said this to you, who were you with at the time?

MS RAWANA: It was myself and this Anti Noankile. I don't know if she still remembers him because she lives in the
location.

Thereafter, he said that we shot him at Nobuhle but that I shouldn't ask him any questions. I then kept quiet because I
was expecting him to tell us what he had done thereafter, and he said that they inquired about him but
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that nobody knew about him and then they buried him.

REV XUNDU: What did the people at the Alexandra Funeral Undertakers say? Who gave them authority to take the
body?

MS RAWANA: They said that they buried him and when I left there, I went and informed my sister and the following
day, we went to the office wanting to know where they had buried him and where his clothes were.

REV XUNDU: Did you people approach you attorneys about this matter?

MS RAWANA: They did not give us any information.

REV XUNDU: Did you then go to your attorneys in connection with this matter?

MS RAWANA: We went to the Black Sash. These people at the Alexandra Burial Services said that they did not know
who's body it was because it had not been identified yet. When we went to the Black Sash, Vanesh came out and said
that they established that they had taken fingerprints and sent them to Pretoria and when the fingerprints came back,
after having taken his fingerprints, they buried him, so that by the time the fingerprints came back, he had already been
buried in which ever way they buried him. Up until now, we do not even know whether they really buried him, we do
not know where he is buried even if he is.

REV XUNDU: Now, after having told us all this, what is your request to this Commission, what would you like this
Commission to do for you?

MS RAWANA: I would like this Commission to investigate where he has been buried, whether he has really been
buried, whether he was really killed, and whether he has really been buried, because it is possible that they are going to
say to us that they buried him, they killed him and buried him, and UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I would like him to be found.

REV XUNDU: What else would you like?

MS RAWANA: Since is was only the two of us that were living together, he was the one who was working, and I would
like the Commission to support me as well because he was the source of support and he used to support myself and my
children. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Rawana, we have taken notice of your requests, we would like you to please take your
seat.

-----------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you, Mr Rawula. We are now going to hand you over to Dr
Mapule Ramashala.

THEMBA FREDDIE RAWULA: (sworn states)

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Rawula, you are here to tell us about your son, Zukile Rawula,
am I correct?

MR RAWULA: Yes, that is correct.

DR RAMASHALA: That on the 28 May 1986, your son did not come back home?

MR RAWULA: Yes, it is like that.

DR RAMASHALA: Could you go back to that day, and briefly outline for us what
actually happened?

MR RAWULA: On that day, they left as usual to join other youth in the area. We
waited until late at night. There were three of them who took other cousins.
They came back and I asked them where he was, they said that they had left him
there, and I could here that there was toy toying at Namashe, so I went to
sleep, though I didn't sleep peacefully.

In the morning, I woke up and went to work to Bisa, that is were I was getting
training and the following day, I was approached by Mr Gomomo from Mabanhle in
the company of other parents who informed that the children were in Livingstone
hospital and we went there. We found that some of them later died but mine was
still alive.
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Then I asked what had happened and he said that he had been shot on the head and
here on the penis, and he was there for three weeks and discharged.

After that, he started having fits, and he took treatment from Dr Mazimba, who
said that he could not be operated on because there was not expert to do it.

DR RAMASHALA: Who was Mr Gomomo?

MR RAWULA: This was another comrade, living in Mabandla, because they were the
ones who ran away.

After he was discharged from hospital, he was working for Mita, but he was
having fits. Then when I asked him what had actually happened, he said they saw



a group of people as they were patrolling, and these people were toyi- toying
and they just heard gunshots and one fell and the others jumped and ran away.

They thought these people were joking because they were dressed in the uniform
of the South African Defence Force.

DR RAMASHALA: Have you ever witnesses one of these fits. If so, what actually
happened?

MR RAWULA: Yes, they would call me. I would see him lying there with some froth
in his mouth and then I would take him by car, sometimes he would even have this
fit in my presence.

DR RAMASHALA: What actually happened? Was his body going rigid and shaking when
he was having these fits?

MR RAWULA: He would fall and jerk, whenever he would have an attack.

After that, he worked for Mita, and I was working for Burnt Craft. Then one day,
when I was at work, I went back home, and there was a police van that came and
they informed me that my son was in a mortuary in Port Elizabeth, and then
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I asked them why. They said that he had been shot and they had taken one right
eye out and they had slit him here on the neck and this is what I observed as
well. When I went there, he had died, but I didn't actually see the wound, but I
could the that there was a bullet wound.

He was shot when he was on his way to Gawlayo to my brother. He says that they
came and then left and thereafter there was news that he was in one forest.

DR RAMASHALA: ...(inaudible) 5 December 1987?

MR RAWULA: Yes, it would seem.

DR RAMASHALA: During the funeral, were there policemen there and were family
harassed by the police?

MR RAWULA: Yes, policemen used to come, mainly this Ama-Chaka. They would harass
us and they gave an order that we should not conduct the funeral there, we
should conduct the funeral somewhere else. Then I resisted, I said that my son
was a comrade. So as a result after all this, we had to conduct the funeral
after three weeks. Just at the beginning of the forth week. These policemen did
not actually beat him. They wanted to escort us to the cemetery but I refused,
and Mr Gomomo came to me and I told him, and then he said that no, he was not
going to get any escorters as a comrade.

One who had killed was a member of the Ama-Afrika because there was one that was
picked up with him, and he was buried on the same day. They took out knives and
they went up and down the cemetery and I was in the car so that I should not get
injured, so it was very difficult during that time of the funeral because these
Ama-Afrika were patrolling, even in the cemetery.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Rawula, we are asking you to relive a very UITENHAGE HEARING
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painful part of your life, with the hope that talking about it would also help
make you feel better. How have you been able to cope with this for all of this
time?



MR RAWULA: I suffer because of the tragic way that he died, because his throat
was cut, his eye was taken out, like an animal and he had been working for me
for 20 years. This was really painful and one of the policemen in Port Elizabeth
said that this person had been killed in a certain car, pointing at a certain
car, and this really hurt me.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Rawula, are you married?

MR RAWULA: I was married and then my wife died, but I have a second wife now.

DR RAMASHALA: What would you like to request for the Commission?

MR RAWULA: I don't know, the Truth Commission will see because I had my son, who
was my only son, so the truth Commission will see, and I will accept whatever
they have to offer.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Rawula, you can go back to your seat.

--------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like to call upon Nomathemba Julia Sibeku as the next witness. Ms Maya will lead this
witness.

NOMATHEMBA JULIA SIBEKU: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Ms Nomathemba, in your statement we see that you are going to tell us about
Gladstone Khatazile Sibeku who died in 1990, during the conflict between the UDF and the Ama-Afrika. You have
mentioned that he was a member of the Uitenhage Youth Congress, which was under the UDF and then he disappeared.
Now, could you tell us further as to what actually happened, and what happened to him?

MS SIBEKU: What I heard after his death, in fact, I first looked for him when there was this fighting and conflict. I was
getting to hospital to offices, to the police, searching all over for him and the police asked me why did I have to come to
them to look for him, so I searched for him to no avail, then I gave up.

But one other time, after a long time, I saw police coming to my place, to tell me that they had found my son. They said
he was refusing to tell them his name, only to find that when I went there, he had long died. I got into the police van and
went to the police station in town and they put me into an office where there was the commander of the policemen and
he threw a file at me and when I looked at UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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it, I could see my son lying on his stomach and he had very big wounds on his back that was the last I saw of him and I
lost consciousness and regained later when they gave tablets to me.

They gave me a letter that I should go and look for my son who had been buried long ago, so I went back home to tell
them what the policemen had said to me. My relative accompanied me and we went all over until we came to Port
Elizabeth were we found a White man dressed in a white jacket. He asked us who we were looking for, and he asked
who was the mother, then he asked that I shouldn't get into the room because he could see that I was really disturbed and
there were a lot of corpses that they had to identify from. They found his corpse and they asked the White man what are
we going to do and this policemen said he was brought there by the Uitenhage policemen and he couldn't tell any further
information.

MS MAYA: What place was this?

MS SIBEKU: It was at the police station.

MS MAYA: What else did they tell you? Did they tell you what the cause of his death was?

MS SIBEKU: This White man said he was going to phone the Uitenhage police to come and explain how it had



happened that this corpse was brought there. He tried, but he could not get any report to this effect. I asked my family
that we should ask that they should release the body so that we should bury the body and we got the body and we went
to the burial.

I was unemployed at the time, I didn't have money, I didn't know what to do. Then I went to the ANC people to tell my
position and these are the people who helped me
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because the Black Sash conducted the funeral and paid the expenses.

At the time that they had to bring the corpse home, my relatives came and they told me later on that he had been
castrated and they eyes had been gauged out of the body.

After the funeral, the policemen started harassing me. They harassed me, they were not telling me about the murderer,
they were compelling me to sign and I would say, to sign for what because I got my son's body, now I don't know what
to sign for. They harassed me until November 1990.

MS MAYA: Could you go back a little bit. You say there were people who came to your house and they said that they
had found your child, who were these people?

MS SIBEKU: They were the policemen.

MS MAYA: Do you perhaps know who these policemen were?

MS SIBEKU: No, I don't know, they were driving in a white car.

MS MAYA: Did they only show you files and photographs after he was dead for months. Later on you said that this
child was the only one you had?

MS SIBEKU: Yes.

MS MAYA: How old was he at the time?

MS SIBEKU: He was 26 years old, at the time.

MS MAYA: Was he working?

MS SIBEKU: Yes, he was.

MS MAYA: Is there a husband in your house?

MS SIBEKU: No, he died.

MS MAYA: Now, that means you are the only person. Did your son have any children, or was he married?

MS SIBEKU: No.

MS MAYA: Is there any additional information you perhaps
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have?

MS SIBEKU: All I can say is that the pain and suffering I am going through since the death of my son, I am no one.

MS MAYA: What exactly troubles you?

MS SIBEKU: I suffer from low blood pressure, I have got palpitations, I have got severe headaches.

MS MAYA: Now that you are not working, how do you survive, and on the other hand, there is no one helping you?

MS SIBEKU: I get part time jobs. I get some assistance from my family.

MS MAYA: Now, without asking for assistance, how do you survive?

MS SIBEKU: I am just sitting because I do not even get these part time jobs.

MS MAYA: You don't even have a pension, surely you must be having a request for assistance?

MS SIBEKU: Yes, I am asking for assistance that the government should help me. I need some medical treatment as
well.

MS MAYA: I am sure you wish to know what exactly happened to your son.

MS SIBEKU: Yes, I have got great desire to know about that.

MS MAYA: Thank you, I am now going to hand you over to the other Commissioners in case they have questions to
pose to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Nomathemba, could you go back to your seat.

---------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will now call our next witness, Nodoli Lillian Solani.

NODOLI LILLIAN SOLANI: (sworn states)

PANEL MEMBER: I greet you Nodoli. You are going to tell us about the story about your son, whose name is Patrick
Vusumzi Solani, who left the home in December, who was a member of the ANC. Just start from the beginning to tell
us about his story and give us some explanation so that we can put this in a better context.

MS SOLANI: On the 28 December 1989, it was in the morning, 6:15, comrades came to my house and knocked and
they said to me that they wanted Vusumzi. He left with them, as parents we followed. When they were in front, they
were next to the Galmen stores. There was teargas, there were police casspirs. The other vans were coming to us as
parents, we decided to run away back to the houses. I sat in the house with the hope that some of the children are
somewhere and kept to the hope that my child it coming.

About 5, I went to report in Matamgema, Comomo referred me to Toba, ...(intervention)

PANEL MEMBER: So you say the comrades fetched Vusumzi, and they went to Kelman Besfile who was a member of
the Ama-Afrika?

MS SOLANI: So Vusumzi went away with the comrades and we
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as parents followed and when we came next to Limikhya, they were next to Kalmen, we saw that there was teargas that
had been administered and people were dispersing and running away. There were caspers, there were police vehicles
and they were driving towards us as parents and we also ran because they were chasing us.

When we got to my house, I had a hope that my son would be coming. I waited. Then at about 5:00 I went to Gomomo's
Place to report that my son had not come back yet and he instructed me to Toba Etienne Kongane Street and he then
asked Richard Mooi Buelenkomadna and another one unknown to me to help me to trace my son.

PANEL MEMBER: Could we just go back a little bit and when you came to Kalmen Besfile's shop, did you perhaps
know that there were police there?

MS SOLANI: No, no one knew that there were police there, they were hiding. Toba sent Buelenkomanda to help me to
go and look for my son at the provincial hospital but we did not find him. So we went to Lungesile and we did not find
him, we went to a mortuary in New Brighton to no avail and I just decided to go back, but with the hope that he was still



coming back. I was there for quite some time and then on the 12 January 1990, police came to my house and they
wanted to know what he was dressed in the last time I saw him, so they asked us to get into the car and we went to
Khayelitsha and drove past Fika town.

There is a road next to Despatch and they drove in there and they stopped, there was a parkway there and we went in
there, and I found my son there within the bushes and his trousers were down and he was only bones.

PANEL MEMBER: When you discovered this body of your son, on UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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this particular day, when last did you see him?

MS SOLANI: I last saw him on the 28 December.

PANEL MEMBER: So, you saw him after how long?

MS SOLANI: I last saw him on the 28 December 1989 and his body was discovered on the 20 January 1990.

PANEL MEMBER: And you assume that all the time he had been lying there?

MS SOLANI: No, I don't know. It was a policeman that led us to the place and we found his body in the bush and his
body was covered with his shirt and the body was decomposed, there were only bones that were left there. There was a
funeral in January 1990 and after that I was greatly affected. I was semi-paralysed and I went for treatment at
Livingstone hospital but I could not manage to continue due to transport problems, and then his father got ill as well,
and later died in 1993 in September, but the police did not bother themselves about the situation, nor on the condition of
my son.

PANEL MEMBER: How old was Vusumzi at the time?

MS SOLANI: He was 23 years old.

PANEL MEMBER: Was he working or was he still at school?

MS SOLANI: He had just started working.

PANEL MEMBER: Do you still want to continue.

MS SOLANI: No.

PANEL MEMBER: First, let me ask you about your health.

MS SOLANI: I don't enjoy good health because this side of mine is semi paralysed.

PANEL MEMBER: Have you ever seen a doctor?

MS SOLANI: No.

PANEL MEMBER: What are your requests to this truth Commission?
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MS SOLANI: I am asking them to organise that I get medical treatment.



PANEL MEMBER: This is very painful that we have to talk about this now, but we thank you for your strength and
courage that you are able to repeat this story and therefore I am going to hand over to the Chairperson in case there are
other questions from my comrades here.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Ms Solani. We therefore ask you to take your seat.

-------------------



1 E SOLOMON 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 27.08.96 NAME: EVELYN HOMBAKAZI SOLOMON

CASE: UITENHAGE

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Let's now call upon Evelyn Hombakazi Solomon, whose other surname is Zito.

EVELYN HOMBAKAZI SOLOMON: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: I greet you Ms Solomon. Thank you for your patience and tolerance but, you knew that your turn
would ultimately come. In your statement you have referred to the fact that your husband, Nicholas Pakamile Solomon
was one of the people who were shot dead on this day in question, is that correct?

MS SOLOMON: Yes, it is like that.

CHAIRPERSON: By the way, at the time he was shot dead, what work was he doing?

MS SOLOMON: He was working, but at the time he was shot dead he was on his way to the funeral.

CHAIRPERSON: In your statement, you mentioned that he left five children with you.

MS SOLOMON: Yes, it is like that.

CHAIRPERSON: Where are these children now?

MS SOLOMON: They are there.

CHAIRPERSON: And what are they doing?
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MS SOLOMON: They are doing nothing. They went to school up till Std.10.

CHAIRPERSON: Are they still at school?

MS SOLOMON: Only two are still at school, otherwise the older ones are working.

CHAIRPERSON: Could you now explain how this incident of the death of your husband affected your family?

MS SOLOMON: We suffered and we were hurt. When their father was going to a funeral, two of my children stayed
behind, though they had intentions to follow. After some time, I heard some gun shots and I was with the youngest
children and I didn't know what was happening. After some time I heard some gun shots and I stood and went outside. I
could see people were going round towards the danger light. We ran after them and I saw two of my children crying and



they were saying there was shooting and they didn't know where there father was. So we went towards the Mitta store
but we couldn't proceed. We met some of the people who were injured coming back and we asked each other, where
were the others, what had happened and we went back home and we were dissatisfied and I didn't know where my
husband was.

CHAIRPERSON: Without disturbing you, I noticed that here in your statement you have mentioned that amongst your
requests and wishes you wish that you should get some assistance so that your children could further their education so
as to survive in life. Could you expantiate on this matter?

MS SOLOMON: Yes, that is my wish, Sir. If their father was still alive, these children would have been successful and I
would be enjoying a better life and I would be having
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some interest and I would be having a beautiful house.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all you have to say?

MS SOLOMON: I wish this Commission to do something for me, that I should be also successful like my children, in as
far as life is concerned and in as far as my children getting better education because I cannot work, I am suffering from
arthritis.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Solomon. Is there any other thing you would like to say?

MS SOLOMON: No, I will stop there.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Are you both going to take the oath. What is the name of the person sitting next to you?

MRS SOYA: The name is Monwabisi Soya.

CHAIRPERSON: Could Nothandekile Soya stand.

IVY NOTHANDEKILE SOYA: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: The next Monwabisi should take the oath.

MONWABISI SOYA: (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Ivy Nothandekile Soya we welcome you to this Commission and we thank you for coming
forward to give us the story about Msokoli Seuntjie and also how he died.

We are therefore going to hand you over to Ntsikelelo Sandi who is going to lead you by questioning you.

MR SANDI: Let me greet you first Mrs Soya. According to what I see on the statement here in front of me you have
asked that you should talk to this Commission about your son, named Msokoli Seuntjie Soya who was shot dead. Is it
like that.

MRS SOYA: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Your son sitting next to you, who is Monwabisi, he is going to explain and tell us as an eye witness. Is it
like that?

MRS SOYA: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Let's start from 23rd July 1985. You mentioned in your statement that you were at work on that day and
you got a telephone call. Could you therefore tell us who was the caller and what was the news that he was telling to you
and you could continue with your story.

MRS SOYA: Should I start with the day of the 23rd or 25th?

MR SANDI: Start with the day of the 23rd because the most important day is the 25th.

MRS SOYA: On the 23rd, on a Tuesday, I received a telephone call and I was at work and my neighbour was the caller.
He was telling me that there was a tense situation in the township and I was disturbed.



I was to go off duty at 6.00pm. So what happened is I asked for time off from my employer and I was denied that. They
asked me what for, I told them, but they still refused and then I took a decision to go without permission before 6.00pm.

MR SANDI: At the time you were asking from your employer to be released, to go to your place, did you explain to him
why you wanted time off from work?

MRS SOYA: Yes, I did. I told him that children were being shot at the location and even other people too from the
location came with that information and they were telling a lot of things that were happening there.

They could not even get transport because of all these disruptions, but my employers refused.

MR SANDI: So, even if they did not allow you to go and look after your children, you decided to leave on your own?

MRS SOYA: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: When you got home, what was happening?

MRS SOYA: I found my children on their feet and they said they were coming from the Soweto Forest. They looked
dirty and dusty, so I asked them what was actually happening and they said police were shooting at them together with
the soldiers. I was scared because the very policemen and soldiers were patrolling because my house was facing the
cemetery.

I gave them money and asked them to leave to Despatch, to go and live with their grandmother.

MR SANDI: Was it the late together with Monwabisi?

MRS SOYA: Yes, it was.

MR SANDI: Then what did you hear, what happened in Despatch.

MRS SOYA: On Thursday on the 25th, whilst I was at work at about 2.00pm, as I was going to the neighbours there at
work, a cousin of mine came into me in the company of a certain child related to us and they had come to call me and I
left my neighbours and went to where I work. I saw them standing there outside but they wouldn't talk to me, instead
they cried and later on they told me that it seemed as if they had got a call from Despatch stating that some children
together with my child had been shot, but they could not tell exactly what had actually happened.

I could not bear this and they again confirmed that my son had been shot in the stomach. I did not believe this. I even
thought that perhaps he might be dead.

I then saw a car driving towards me . . .

(break in . . . . )

CHAIRPERSON: Since I can see that this is very disturbing to me, I don't know whether you would allow Monwabisi
to take over whilst you get time to recollect yourself?

 

 

MR SANDI: Monwabisi, in your statement which is here in front, could you explain what actually happened in
Despatch?

MONWABISI: Yes, I could. What happened on the 25th is that the late Msokoli was intending to go back to Port
Elizabeth.



I was in Unit 3, 3rd Avenue, with my friends then he came to tell me that he was leaving for Port Elizabeth and I had to
take him as far as the Taxi Rank.

I accompanied him to go and collect his clothes from the 2nd Unit. When we got there we found a neighbour who was
about a year older than my brother, they were standing within a certain yard next to the gate.

Then there was a group of soldiers who came. One of my aunts asked them not to run away.

MR SANDI: What time was this, was it late?

MONWABISI: No, it was at about 11.00 in the morning. It was 11 'o clock in the morning.

MR SANDI: Go on.

MONWABISI: So these soldiers came and they got off the hippos and they advanced towards my brother and the
companion, they grabbed him and he tried to release himself and he managed and ran and jumped over to a house there
behind.

MR SANDI: Now, when you say these soldiers advanced to them. Now you mean, they just chased them?

MONWABISI: Yes. They chased them and they grabbed the two of them, but my brother managed to release himself,
they chased him still and he jumped over a fence and got into the 3rd Avenue.

They shot him and he fell. At the time they were shooting, I just heard a loud sound but I was scared for my life, so I
could not come out of the house.

An ambulance came at about 12 'o clock and the police and the soldiers turned back, and time went on until at about 3 'o
clock there was an ambulance for the soldiers that came. The soldiers did not want any observers, even family members
to look at the incident.

MR SANDI: At the time the soldiers were turning back the ambulance, where was Msokoli's body?

MONWABISI: It was there at the back where he had fallen.

MR SANDI: Now you say they shot him at about 11 am.

MONWABISI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Now, you say at the time the body was still there. Then what happened to his body?

MONWABISI: The ambulance that belonged to the soldiers took his body and I don't know where to. That was the last I
saw of him.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say Monwabisi?

MONWABISI: Yes. That is as far as I can go.

MR SANDI: Now, let me ask you, at the time the soldiers were chasing Msokoli and the friend. Did he perhaps say
anything?

MONWABISI: You mean the soldiers? They did not say anything. What I just heard the soldiers saying was that "shoot
him dead", they were saying this in Afrikaans. Now, I don't know exactly why they shot him because they had not done
anything, they were just standing.

MR SANDI: Thank you Monwabisi.



 

 

 

 

 

MR SANDI: Mrs Soya, I don't know whether I can come back to you at this point. Are you ready? By being here Mrs
Soya, when we conclude we would say what would be your request to this Commission, since we have got the whole
story?

MRS SOYA: My request to the Commission is that it should investigate who my son's killers were and find out what
was their reason for that. What had he actually done to them to deserve the death or loss of life.

I want to know their names.

MR SANDI: Is that all you would like this Commission to help you with? In your statement, Mrs Soya, you have made
mention of your health that it was affected by this incident. Now can you recall this?

MRS SOYA: Yes, I can.

MR SANDI: Now, could you refer to it?

MRS SOYA: My health got affected as a result of the incident. Then one August month, I could not even work and
serve the guests at work, so I was given one months' sick leave and I was admitted in hospital and I was treated by Dr
Singapi and I went back to work.

But since then, I have never enjoyed good health. Towards the end of each month, I always have some excessive
bleeding and have to consult a doctor.

Then in 1992, I was re-admitted into hospital. That was in December on the 8th and I had to be operated upon. After
that, I went back to work. That was in February, but I still could not work properly and even my employers did not give
me good treatment together with the management because they accused me of being talkative. They were even telling
me that I could not enjoy the privileges that were enjoyed by the other staff members and this used to hurt me because
they used to warn me repeatedly, even if we would have stayed away from work as a group, as we were members of the
union then they would tell us that if we don't report to work they were going to get someone to work for me.

So, all the time they would call me to their office to reprimand me and I could cry in front of the management. Even the
operation gave me some problems and this I reported to the manager but he ignored it.

I therefore decided to resign in April to take care of myself.

MR SANDI: So, in short, Mrs Soya you say your employers despite that they were fully aware of the incident of your
son, they never showed any sympathy toward you?

MRS SOYA: No, they never showed any sympathy towards me.

MR SANDI: Now, Mrs Soya is that all you want to say to us before I hand over to the Chairman.

MRS SOYA: Lastly, what hurts me mostly, my that my son who is surviving to, got affected badly. The name is
Phindile Soya. He is still attending school but he is not doing well, he fails. Because at the time of the incident he used
to cry a lot and he could not even go back to school and he would take care of me until I decided to send him to the
Transkei to stay with someone there in Transkei by the name of Mr Sebezo, living in Lady Frey. He is the one therefore



who helped me and accommodated my son and sent him to school.

He came back but he was a little bit better.

MR SANDI: Could I intervene Mrs Soya. By the same, you said there is some treatment you are getting some treatment
from the doctor at the present moment.

MRS SOYA: No. Now that I am not working, I am not getting any treatment because I used to pay for my medical
expenses.

MR SANDI: Now, do you still mean you need some treatment from the doctors because of your condition?

MRS SOYA: Yes. I keep on falling sick but there is nothing I can do until I wait for my husband to give me some
money in order to consult a doctor.

MR SANDI: Are there other facts that you may have omitted, if so I will give you another chance later on.

MR SANDI: Mrs Soya, how old was your son when he died?

MRS SOYA: He was 15 years old.

MR SANDI: Was he perhaps an activist? Politically what was he actually doing?

MRS SOYA: He was a member of the COSAS.

MR SANDI: Is it true that your son was the son that you loved mostly?

MRS SOYA: Yes, it is like that.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Soya. Let us thank you for your report that you have forwarded to this Commission. I
would also like to thank you for sharing this story that is so very painful to your life with us.

The record of this Commission is going to indicate that we have discovered that after this incident, Ivy Soya was greatly
affected by the death of her son who was the beloved son and she further got hurt by being ill-treated by the employers
even after this painful incident.

We shall indicate this in the record because she also attempted suicide several times as a result of all this pain and
suffering.

I also would like that in our record this should be shown because as this Commission we are looking into the conflicts of
the past but it is very evident that black women and mothers, although we are dealing with the conflict of the past, we
have to deal with that conflict even-handedly. But, our black mothers have endured a lot which perhaps could not have
been endured by the other mothers. I therefore think that it should be in your mind that if your son was allowed to live
he would perhaps be something in life.

We thank you for this very painful story, I say it once more that I wish people who were in government at the time
should be listening.

We are going to look into your request and attend them and make a follow-up as much as we can, but I should ask the
comment of the reparation to look into whatever assistance they could offer insofar as your health is concerned, because
we feel that it needs an urgent attendance. Thank you.

 

 



 

- - - - -
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairman, I would like to call forward Khululekile Matthews Hens.

CHAIRPERSON: He is not present yet, so we will ask Tozamile John Diamond to come forward please.

According to the order for this day three, ten first witnesses are going to testify on the matter of the conflict between the
UDF, the AMA-AFRIKA CONFLICT because when we look at their statements, we notice that this conflict, though it
happened in various placed in different ways, but it is very evident that it was the same conflict between the UDF and
those people named the AMA-AFRIKA and it is for this reason that we are going to bring them together so as to get the
background of the political context in which all this happened. We thereafter take the witnesses one by one.

Our work as a Commission is to get a full picture of what really happened and for us to gain this full picture we
therefore would love to listen to both sides of the story, but in the statements we have here before us, we find that we
have only statements from one side and mainly from the UDF members.

We do not at hand have statements from the AMA-AFRIKA. We did experience this in Queenstown where we were
looking into a conflict between the ANC and some of it's comrades and the AZM which was the Ciskei political
organisation and
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we were therefore fortunate that people who came to give evidence, they both came from both sides and then we had a
balanced picture of what actually happened.

It makes us sad that on the side of the AMA-AFRIKA there are not people who have come forward to give their
evidence and unfortunately we are not going to compel them to come forward whilst on the other hand we still have an
option to subpoena them as to the traitors but if people are victims, we can not compel them to come forward and come
and complain to us, they should take their initiative on their wing.

So most of the statements here that we have, come from one side and this is quite sad to us.

We are therefore going to ask Reverend to bring forward some witnesses from the UDF.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. We welcome you as witnesses who are going to give evidence before this
Commission about the conflict and the incidents and experiences that you had as a result of this.

We are therefore going to ask Mr Toto to give us the political context under which all these happenings occurred and
also his perception of this conflict.



NETISI TOTO: (sworn states)

MR TOTO: ... the house entire. Having observed in 1985 how our people were butchered in Maduna the 21 March, we
that were on the forefront of the leadership of the UDF felt it was quite of justification that we intensify peaceful
methods of resolving conflicts in terms of our small town, Uitenhage.

This had been a situation that we noted that the state repression was taking another turn but we took a vow that
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we'll maintain peaceful methods.

It was in 1986 that we noticed that one of options and motives that the UDF leadership have opted that of consumer
boycotts, so as to involve by all possible means all the sectors that happened to be in our small town, including the
business sector.

We felt that matters like consumer boycotts were the most peaceful methods because we had a problem that the State
was intensifying it's repressive methods. There was reimposition of the second state of emergency. There was forceful
removal in terms of our people that were staying at Langa, forced to be taken out to Kwanubushle, a place that is miles
from the CBD area.

We noticed that there were also some strategies that were so meant as to ensure that UDF is crushed, not to operate as a
democratic vehicle in terms of it's peaceful methods.

We therefore view 1986 as a time when there was a complete intention to crush the UDF and so when we saw the steps
that were taken like the state of emergency, we were therefore forced to look into this matter and try as much as possible
to protect ourselves as residents. But to our surprise for the first time, it happened that in our town, we saw some of our
comrades that we used to work with during the times of struggle, participating and differing in view with us, for
example, when the children of the youth in 1985 was dissatisfied about the education, we were together with the
comrades, and these were the comrades I am referring to that we differed with in 1986. Earlier on we supported the
youth that we should all attend to the education problem, though we knew that the youth were suffering because they
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were staying away from school.

In 1986 we were greatly surprised to find ourselves in a situation where some of our comrades had to leave
Kwanubushle, the old side and to move over to live in Khayelitsha.

REV XUNDU: What was the reason for this relocation.

MR TOTO: Because, what we know is that in Khayelitsha there were problems, living problems and there was a main
issue about rent because people felt that the people in Khayelitsha were paying a lot of money for accommodation. This
is what we were protesting against because this meant that we were not going to pay the same rent and therefore it was a
great surprise to us when we saw some people leaving the old Nobushle to go and stay in Khayelitsha. This therefore
surprised us.

We did notice that there was a time when the state of emergency, we felt that it was mainly to make the leaders of the
UDF suffer, and we saw 1987 as the turning point in as far as the conditions here in Uitenhage were concerned.

In December 1986 the consumer boycott, and we are going to encourage students to start with proper schooling. That



decision we took on the 28 December 1986, whilst we were in hiding, running away in terms of state of emergency
capturing us. We were surprised to find out, despite proper arrangements, pamphlets arranged so as to notify the entire
community of Uitenhage, more in particular Kwanobushle, that on the 5th, the consumer boycott is uplifted, that is to
say, on the 5th 1987 and the schooling is starting in January 1987.

It was a surprise that when we started to distribute these pamphlets on the 5th, our town was surrounded. On the
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4 January 1987, we were suddenly surrounded by caspers, police force. It was a surprise to find in a situation where you
can find De Wet Duke, escorted by the police vehicle and security branch. It was a surprise to notice this in Uitenhage
because in front of these vehicles, these police caspers, you could see a well coordinated arm force of people. These
people were in front and behind there was a support of police vehicles and caspers and we were hiding in various places
because if we were to be seen that meant death to most of us. Some of us even present here today were amongst us.

It happened that there was an incident on the 4th, which compelled that the majority of the youth should run away and
hide, so as to save their lives.

At night, just before that one day, certain homes were visited and these were the homes of the leaders of the UDF and
these homes were attacked and even their relatives were also attacked and the police would visit those homes. Whoever
could get deep into the details and events of that day would mean there is a lot to say about the events of the day.

Then at night on the 4th, the whole leadership which had been in hiding because we had made a vow that we were going
to work underground we were going to operate underground as much a possible, so we therefore gathered at night and
we appealed to the people who were affected by this incident including the youth that we should have a meeting in an
open felt and we decided not to revenge or to retaliate because the innocent people were going to be injured.

Those people who were in the march were absolutely not
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involved because some of them were compelled to join this march and so we felt that it was inappropriate that some of
the innocent people should be injured, but some of those who were in this crowd were happy that the police were in the
means to support them because the policemen were trying as much as possible to crush the UDF, because UDF was
demanding the release of all political parties, including President Mandela. They wanted all the people in exile to come
back to the country. That was the context of the demands that at that time the UDF leadership was pursuing.

The intention of ..(inaudible) UDF. A similar situation that was emerging in Natal through the Inkata emergents.

We therefore would like to say that the incidents that occurred from that 4th day of January 1987, that is for three years
up till 1989, crushing the democratic expansion, that wanted to emerge and it was quite evident that at the time people
were determined and this was an indication that people were prepared to sacrifice even their lives. People had taken an
oath here in Transkei to pursue the mission.

I am therefore going to ask that the victims that were affected during this time, who are present here today and those
who are absent today, I therefore would like to explain that this incident was not Black to Black with the international
community, that the conflict that is taking place inside South Afica is not Black to Black violence, instead, it is so
designed that volunteer forces are co-vigilantes, make their services available to be used by the military intelligence,
that has been confirmed by the present Vice President, Mbeki, that here in our area, Ben Conradie, the Professor was in
charge of those missions.
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Now the thirty that we were projected as people that were fighting among ourselves was a part of an onslaught that has
to be inculcated into our peoples' minds.

We are therefore going to ask that those who got injured should be clear that they were not fighting against each other,
but there was a third force that was responsible for this fighting of people. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, over to you Rev Xundu.

REV XUNDU: I have got a few questions to ask. Who are these comrades you referred to who crossed over to
Khayelitsha? Did they form any organisation over there in Khayelitsha?

MR TOTO: I was in a leadership that was to negotiate and resolve conflict that was emerging on an educational front
together with my colleague Mr Temodi Yange, who is presently in the Afrikaners camp. Then I knew that he was an
Afrikaner, he was a PAC supporter, but when we formed the NECC, the National Education Crisis Committee, we
formed it with an intention of ensuring that on the part of the state of apartheid, unfairness is done to our people, but
when we found that the enemy was interfering with this struggle, we then saw comrades like Mr Temodi Yange,
distancing themselves from the struggle.

REV XUNDU: This particular evening, that was the 4th, you say there was caspers, did you perhaps see any members
of the PAC at the time?

MR TOTO: They called themselves the concerned group. They named themselves, the Uitenhage Concerned Group, but
the majority of them were later called themselves, the Ama-Afrikans. One person who died by the name of Thank you,
was in the first group that I referred to as the Concerned Group UITENHAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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and he went out proclaiming that he was an Ama-Afrikan. Some of the comrades who were with, like Malawi Nogase,
they were members of the Concerned Group but they later called themselves Ama-Afrika.

REV XUNDU: This group, Ama-Afrika, was it trying to control Nomushle, together with you or were they trying to
maintain order?

MR TOTO: The truth is that they were proclaiming that they were African, but they did this under certain conditions
that they were ANC and UDF members.

REV XUNDU: Now if you say these Ama-Afrika with was connected to the Azapo, not how connected were they with
the government of apartheid?

MR TOTO: This is what caused the shock, because when we were arrested, it would be really difficult to see them
arrested in the majority. We were the only people who were arrested by the White people.

One other thing that was causing some concern was that they knew where they stayed, like we were known, but when it
came to the arrest you wouldn't see them arrested together with us in jail.

REV XUNDU: These victims from the 4 January, did they run away or did they go in exile, and where did they get to?

MR TOTO: Some of them went in hiding into the houses, here in Uitenhage. Some, in the majority, went in hiding in
Port Elizabeth. The reason for this is that we did not want to go very far from Uitenhage where the struggle was.

MR XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

PANEL MEMBER: We understand that there were various methods that were used by the security branch to recruit



people into such organisations such as Ama-Afrika. For example, there
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were psychological tactics to threaten people, there was financing and there were other methods to make the people
cross over. In your opinion, what tactics were used in order to make people cross over to such groups as Ama-Afrika?

MR TOTO: I would say the first psychological barrier was that of rejecting Uitenhage as divided in terms of
Kwanubushle the old and Khayelitsha the new. Psychologically if you happened to move across there was a
psychological feeling that you are if you are staying in Khayelitsha, whereas that was not the case. Most people move
across because they were faced with the problem of housing shortage, which is still a problem up till now. The fact that
they stayed in Khayelitsha did not necessary mean that they were Ama-Afrika supporters, but they had a problem on
housing.

The second method was that of giving mass civilians in terms of not injecting methods around state arrest because we
noticed a situation were most of us stayed periods close to two years uncharged affected by state of emergency, which
was not the case to them. Those were the logistical kinds of methods that we could conclude that they are systematically
encouraging people to move across. The list to (...indistinct) will be quite in depth if I had to get into that because
allegation that there were a question of financial recruitment, no I wouldn't go on that because I don't have facts on that.

REV XUNDU: Firstly, what was the attitude of the employers when the people had to stay away from work when the
people were in hiding?

MR TOTO: I would say there should be a separate hearing on
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that matter. Systematically the local industry including some portions of commerce were not in favour of the UDF
activists.

I therefore request that there be a future hearing in that regard. There are victims in that regard and to recite names at
this moment, I don't think I would be doing justification because I might be including those I'm disclosed but I am
convinced there are quite a number of people that where not favoured because of the inclination in terms of UDF
activity.

REV XUNDU: Those people that were in hiding, were there women and children among them?

MR TOTO: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Now, I would just like to know estimately the number of those people because I want to ascertain their
state of trauma and also the lowering of their dignity because men, women and children had to live in one place. Now, I
want to see how their human rights were violated. Just tell us estimately how many women had to run away, how many
children and men had to run away and go into hiding.

MR TOTO: Because we were moving secretively and at night, those who were hiding here in Uitenhage, I would give a
rough estimation of 300 in number, but in Port Elizabeth, there were about 500 people who were in hiding because they
were accommodated mostly there in Port Elizabeth.

REV XUNDU: What would be your rough estimate of the number of the women and the number of the children?

MR TOTO: It would be very difficult to separate the children from their parents, but if one could look at the married
couples and also the single people who were in hiding, I would say those people were about 50 in number.
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REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman, over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Toto, you are here today together with your witnesses in your company to come and give your
side of the story. According to your perception of this, you have already said to us, what could have been the reason for
these people who named themselves Ama-Afrika, that they should not today be unable to give their side of the story, so
that we know what they have to say.

MR TOTO: I must admit that this is just an estimation that firstly because women obtained peace in 1989, due to this
peace, we maintained and we encompassed the head of the policemen with the support of workers who decided to leave
their work because they wanted peace in Uitenhage. We are also supported by the Ministers of Religion, that we can
never forget. We are also supported by residents of Rosedale, Gennersmith and Gamville. Because of this peace, I think
this could be the reason why these people have not come forward with their statements and stories, or perhaps it may be
that it is possible that they still have intentions to come forward because you must remember that we did not agree about
coming to present evidence before this Commission, we do not all agree, and see it is a fact that people should bring
evidence before the Commission.

----------------------

REV XUNDU: Now could you explain to us what the relationship was between the business people and this group of
the Ama-Afrika.

MR TOTO: Mr Chairperson, I always believe that if there could perhaps be another hearing on this matter about the
industry, the business people, then perhaps they could bring up their own side of the story, but I must say that some
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industries like Volkswagen were noted that at this time, when there was a great level of unemployment, these industries
decided to employ some of the people who we were in conflict with, despite that some of the people from our side could
not be employed. This is not an allegation but on the other hand, there is evidence to this effect.

REV XUNDU: Lastly Mr Toto, that group that named themselves as peace-makers here in Uitenhage, were they
working hand in hand with the Ama-Afrika or were they the same group?

MR TOTO: As one who was born and brought up here I would say peace-maker groups were formed in 1975 and 1976
and they were actually focusing on crime to an extent that at the time of the struggle, that was after 1976, we could see
that this group was not prepared so much to be active in the struggle for liberation. It would be very difficult to say
whether this Ama-Afrika is still in existence because after the unbanning of the organisation we saw a lot of people who
used to be members of the Ama-Afrika now working together with the PAC people. Now it is of none existence, but
most of the participants at that time presently we noticed that they are taking functionaries of the PAC.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir, we want to pursue the question of the programme of the Ama-Afrika personally to
revert back to political organisations, and find out if they were in fact a UDF equivalent. UDF got assumed under ANC
after 1990, perhaps we can go to the PAC and weigh that question also. I would like to know more about detention.
Were there any signs of harassment or detention or torture or all the other things that all organisations, labour
organisations, church organisations, whoever opposed apartheid at that time got subjected to torture and
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imprisonment. Your own evidence did it indicate that they were subjected to that as well?

MR TOTO: In terms of Uitenhage's political activity at that time, the only person who was visited by security branch as
we said at that time, was Mr Temodi Yange, but what was surprising, we were not together with him, all those to state
emergency, the first state emergency we are alone, the second state of emergency we are alone. It will be very difficult
for me to count even a person among the local Ama-Afrika participants, that were with us at the time. I am trying to say,
we couldn't find them, we couldn't identify them in terms of them being subjected to State repression.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. The last question. As residents ...- which were given to this group, or were they treated in
the same way as the rest of the community?

MR TOTO: In terms of municipal services, I will say, we enjoyed more-or-less the same treatment, the old
Kwanubushle and the Khayelitsha residents. In terms of security logistics, then we could see those differences. For
example, our areas were cordoned off by security forces, whenever there has to be some raids, which is something
which was not an exercise in terms of the other areas, in particular Khayelitsha.

PANEL MEMBER: Today, as we live in our community, can you in fact identify members of Ama-Afrika, that you
knew at the time who are presently living in the community, and if you can, what is the attitude towards them, in other
words, I am trying to see if there are any underlying conflicts or tension because they are still living in the community.

MR TOTO: I want to be honest with you. We had quite a
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number of them, even in this gathering here, I identify some of them, but as I have mentioned, the peace settlement that
we broke in fact, that we initiated in 1989, I think it was a master plan in terms of, we wish all the country should have
followed us in terms of Uitenhage. It is only Uitenhage that could fit around the table and resolve issues of difference,
once and for all and that is why we are very proud of that, and that is why we start to question why Uitenhage is not
valued. I will say, most of them, presently we happen to interact on developmental programmes despite the fact that
they happen to be Africans in thinking, but in terms of development, ideology is not what divides us. This is why I am
saying that this is what we are proud of, in terms of Uitenhage.

PANEL MEMBER: I think in terms of taking examples from Uitenhage, what do you think facilitated the move towards
this peace?

MR TOTO: I would say the - apart from being too artificial, but I think the fact that we happen to know each other, we
call ourselves Uitenhagers. We don't talk of Lange, Kwanubushle, Rosedale, we are saying we are Uitenhage people and
because we happen to be Uitenhage people we know each other very well, and we know our mistakes, our weak points,
our strong points, and because we happen to interrace on our every day to day social activities in terms of church, in
terms of sport, in terms of commercial, in terms of industrial activities, that makes us know each other more than one
might expect. I think that element is the most crucial and the most reinforcing factor that ensures a possibility of
creeping of any kind of misconduct in any sphere. That is why even we could know when our colleagues
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were taking another path, deviating from our original vow deposition that we are going to crumble apartheid. We could
know that our colleagues are now deviating because what we had vowed in 1975, with some of them, in 1986, in the
80's, it made it easy to detect this deviation, and this is why we could say the element of the task force is manipulating
elsewhere.



CHAIRPERSON: Mr Toto, we thank you, if time was allowing we would spend this whole day talking to you because
you give us much interest in this matter. We are therefore going to go back to the political organisations very soon,
especially the matter that has been mentioned by the national party which is the unconventional strategies, where they
say that because of the intensification of the resistance, they say they had to resort to unconventional strategies.

You have mentioned some are here in Uitenhage, which is connected with this matter, and actually even promoting
conflict as long as it is targeted on those who are resisting it's policies, and the questions that we are having is how much
expenditure went into this kind of support, and how much energy was spent in promoting the Vet Doeks of this world,
the ADM's of this world, the INKATA's of this world, and the manifestations that you are telling us about here in
Uitenhage.

Thank you very much

---------------------------
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__________________________________________________________CHAIRPERSON: We will
therefore ask Michael Tule to come forward as a witness, we thank you for your
presence. You are going to be lead by Ms Maya.

MICHAEL TULE: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Tule, you said in your statement that you
saw a policeman by the name of Fouche standing on top of the hippo and he had a
red flag and when he dropped it, the shooting started and that is when you were
shot. Could you briefly explain to us what actually happened to you?

MR TULE: In 1985, on the 21 March, I went to a funeral in Kwanobuhle, but when I
got to no.16, and lifted my head, I saw Whites in hippos and police vans.

MS MAYA: Without interrupting, like we've been doing, you can just mention how
you got injured. That is at the time of the shooting.

MR TULE: The Whites shot me on my head and I fell down, and I was unconscious
and when I regained consciousness it was after 2 weeks and I was in Livingstone
Hospital. I asked one nurse why was I there, they had tied my hands and feet,
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and they said I had been running mad.

MS MAYA: Who told you that?

MR TULE: It was the nurse that told me that I was running mad.

MS MAYA: How long were you in hospital?

MR TULE: I was there for 3 days after 3 weeks.

MS MAYA: And then what happened when you were discharged?

MR TULE: When I was in hospital, I was trained to walk and then some White men
who I did not know, came and they said they wanted me. We should go. Then I did
not ask them where to. Then they took me and put me into a police van and drove
me to Church Street, here in Uitenhage and they locked me up. I was there for 3
days and a certain man, unknown to me, came and he said he was a lawyer so he
said he had come to fetch me and that is how I was discharged.

MS MAYA: After that, when people were called to Jubilee Hotel, were you not one
of them?

MR TULE: Yes, I was.



MS MAYA: Was there any amount you received from the government?

MR TULE: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: And after they shot you on the head, did you lead a normal life and
work the way you used to?

MR TULE: No, I was very hurt because now I would have some blackouts which
started after 1985, even today I am still taking some treatment.

MS MAYA: Surely you must be having a request to this Commission. How can you be
helped?

MR TULE: My first request is that those Whites that shot there, now, I would
like this Commission to investigate about these perpetrators, these White
perpetrators, who are
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they.

Secondly, I do go to the clinic to get treatment, but from 1985 they have been
giving me the same type of pills, and I don't get cured, so if this Commission
could organise that I should see another doctor I would be happy.

The third request is, I wish that they could erect a monument right here in
front of this City Hall because I see a monument of some unknown person to me,
so I would like that they should erect a monument here in front of this City
Hall, in memory of the incident. Again I ask this Commission, that this hall is
not used by Whites only and not Blacks and so I am asking that in future, the
Blacks will be allowed to use this hall.

MS MAYA: I would like to make a request. I know that all these things that are
mentioned by this witness they are supported by the residents of this place, but
we have got a limited time because we have intentions to go to the scene where
this incident occurred so as you keep on clapping and taking time to stop, that
is eating up the time. I am really pleading you, I am not stopping you from
clapping, because I know it is the way you are showing the support to the
witnesses as a community, but I am asking that you just clap for a very short
time and then stop. You agree to that, yes, thank you. We thank you Mr Tule.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Tule.

---------------------
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__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: . . . . .

PANEL MEMBER: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mama, we are going to ask you to take an
oath.

VICTORIA NONDZUZO MAKINANA VENA : (Sworn duly states).

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mrs Vena and we thank you for coming before this
Commission despite that you have got a problem with your walking.

We are now going to hand you over to Ms Tiny Maya who is going to question you
about certain incidents. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman.

Mrs Vena, I greet you. I would like you to help me with this statement. I would
like to explain before anything else. We saw you walking slowly and painfully,
could you explain to us that is this slow movement is connected with the reason
why you are here before this Commission.

MRS VENA: Yes.

MS MAYA: According to your statement they say you were arrested in July 1, 1986
at 2.00am. I would like you to tell us about who you are until you come to day
when you were arrested.

MRS VENA: It was during the State of Emergency when I was arrested. I used to be
active in the Women's Political Organisation.

MS MAYA: What was the name of this Political Organisation? What do you actually
mean by saying you were working?

MRS VENA: I was active as a woman in the Women's Youth League.

MS MAYA: When did you join this organisation and why were you arrested?

MRS VENA: I started in 1976 which was the year when the children were protesting
against the Bantu education.

We formed a parents committee and I was a member and we later formed the
Uitenhage Women's Organisation.

MS MAYA: Now, you say on the day of your arrest at 2.00 in the morning there was
some people who were present there whose names you know. Who were these people
and what did they do to you?

MRS VENA: There was a security policeman namely, Mthetheleli Vuyelwa who is now
late and a Rino Nopesi and Masiba and a white security policemen.



MS MAYA: Who was this white security man?

MRS VENA: It was on a rainy day. At that time we were sleeping and I heard a
loud noise next door, then I said to my husband there is trouble because all
these people have been harassing me all the time.

I heard my name being mentioned in the . . . . (inaudible) yard they were
inquiring about where I was living and then I heard some noise on top of the
roof of the house. Next to my house lived a mechanic, so they used some of the
pieces from there and they threw them on the roof.

They were waking us up, calling us out, "wake up, wake up". They called out my
name "Nondzuzo, wake up, wake up Nondzuzo, you know what you have done, you know
what you are", and then they knocked at the door, kicking the door. I woke up.
Though I did expect all these people, they had all along been harassing me and I
knew that this was my day. I knew they were going to collect me.

So we opened the door and they came inside and they asked me to take my washing
rags and this was said by Vuyelwa Mthetheleli and they asked me to point at one
Sierra that I liked and get into any of those. They were even saying you can see
these are posh cars, you have never been in any of these posh cars now this is
the chance to get into one and so I got into one Sierra and came here at Church
Street.

We went inside, I was following these police and I will ask the Commission not
to - I am scared to mention the abusive language they were using, so I will ask
the Commissioner to pardon me not to mention about this.

So, Gerber who was the head of the crime stop, a white man as we were going up
said "we are going to beat your big backside" - he said this in Afrikaans and I
could see he was very rude. There were many of them following me as we were
going up. There were some Black policemen like Vuyelwa Nopesi and Masiba amongst
them.

When we got to the top, Vuyelwa read to me the reason why I was arrested and he
said, "we black people together with our government were working together" and
Nopesi referred to me as the Chairperson of the street committee and Vuyelwa
said I was the vice-president of the women's organisation, then I said "yes, I
was".

MS MAYA: What did they do to you in that office? When they put you in, what did
they say to you?

MRS VENA: There was a rod, an iron rod that they placed at the back of my neck
and some sparks came out and I screamed and they said "I am going to die" and
they said "Yes, you are going to die, you must speak the truth". They said this
in Afrikaans. I was scared of these sparks because I didn't know what affect it
was going to have on my neck.

MS MAYA: How long did they place this rod on your neck?

MRS VENA: It was for about six minutes that this rod was placed on my neck.

MS MAYA: Thereafter, what did they do?

MRS VENA: Vuyelwa then explained to me and I said to him, "I hear what you are
saying, but as a mother, if I have given support to children, is there anything
wrong with that" and then Vuyelwa said, "Our government does not recognise what
you do as blacks".

I was angry and I asked "Who has recognised that government" and then he said,
"There you are you do all these things and Nopesi said, "You see this liar of a
Chairperson, she is the one who convenes all these meetings", then I said



"Boetie", then he said "I told her that I was not a liar, but I was vice-
president, I was a member of the Women's Organisation as well". Then he asked
who were the other members of the street committee, I said I didn't know who
were the other members and he insistently asked me but I said I didn't know
because I did not want to be an informer. I just want to be all by myself there
and I was not prepared to divulge any information.

MS MAYA: How long did they keep you there?

MRS VENA: Well, you mean the interrogation?

MS MAYA: Yes.

MRS VENA: I would say they interrogated me for about 15 minutes.

MS MAYA: How long did they keep you in custody?

MRS VENA: After that Vuyelwa said 180 days I should be kept in custody like
Albertina Sisulu.

Vuyelwa said I should be arrested for 180 days. Masiba took the fingerprints and
said you are going to be in jail for quite a long time, so I went to Rooi Hell
which is the North End prison.

MS MAYA: Were you jailed there for 180 days?

MRS VENA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MRS VENA: As we were in custody were you given manual work. We were given bad
food to an extent that I even fell ill as I was still there I had stomach
problems, I collapsed. I was given tablets called "the buffin".

MS MAYA: After the 180 days custody did they lay any charges that would lead you
to appear in court.

MRS VENA: No.

MS MAYA: When did they actually release you?

MRS VENA: They said it was the end of the State of Emergency, so I could go
home.

MS MAYA: And then when did you fall sick?

MRS VENA: After my release because we had been scrubbing floors, I had problems
with my legs, I had severe headaches and then my health was affected. Judy
Chalmers asked me to see Dr. Blackburn. Though I first went to the SACC to get a
form that would make it possible for me to see Dr. Blackburn who gave me a
letter that referred me to the provincial hospital.

I said to Dr. Blackburn, "This provincial hospital discriminates so I may not be
attended to", then she urged me to go there and then I went there and then of
course they didn't help me.

MS MAYA: Then, were did you get assistance ultimately?

MRS VENA: Dr Pillay helped me.

MS MAYA: How long was it after you had been released?

MRS VENA: That was six months after the release. I got a stroke and Dr. Pillay



said it was as a result of my heart condition.

MS MAYA: Let's go back a little bit. Unless there is something else that you may
have omitted and you feel you want to add on?

MRS VENA: You mean besides that of the stomach trouble I had?

MS MAYA: Yes, we are through now, are we through now with everything you would
like to say?

MRS VENA: I would like to say I had some problems. Nopesi said some nasty things
to me, even when I wanted to relieve myself, he used abusive language asking
"What do you want to do" and I just can't say it. He said in abusive language,
trying to say, "You want to go and relieve yourself, and then I said "Yes".

I am shocked because it is my first experience to be arrested and now my stomach
is running from the shock and all these things that have been happening to me,
they have affected me and they have made me to have a running tummy. MS MAYA:
Mama, by your appearance here, I think you have some wishes or perhaps some
requests. What are those you may be having?

MRS VENA: Because they affected my health and I am all by myself.

MS MAYA: I am therefore asking is there any help you get from the government?

MRS VENA: Yes, there is. I am getting some grant disability, disability grant.

MS MAYA: Do you see any doctor?

MRS VENA: Yes, I do see Dr. Pillay.

MS MAYA: Do you have any dependants?

MRS VENA: Yes, I have.

MS MAYA: How many children are dependant on you?

MRS VENA: There are three.

MS MAYA: And how old are they?

MRS VENA: One is 18, one is 15 and the other one is 7 years old.

MS MAYA: Are they your own, own children?

MRS VENA: Yes, they are.

MS MAYA: We thank you. We shall now hand you over to the other Commissioners who
would perhaps have some questions to ask you.

CHAIRPERSON: We hand over to Ms Pumla Madikizela-Gobodo.

MS GOBODO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mama, we thank you for your report. There
is only one thing I would ask you to clarify.

Several times, females are mishandled only because they happen to be that sex,
so don't get hurt if you don't want to mention the abusive language as you
stated earlier, but I would like you to give us an idea as to whether these
people were referring to your sex or is it because of their abusive language
which is connected with you being a female?

MRS VENA: I did excuse myself about having to mention this abusive language, but
they were actually referring to the fact that I was a female, they were based on



that, they were swearing at me because I am a female.

MS GOBODO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to Mr Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mrs Vena, in your words, which you mentioned earlier on, you made
mention of the name Gerber? By the way, you said Gerber was the head of the
Crime Stop here in Uitenhage?

MRS VENA: I don't think at that time he was the head of the Crime Stop.

MR SANDI: Now, you don't mean he is the head of the Crime Stop now?

MRS VENA: Yes, he is the head now.

MR SANDI: Do you see that as a promotion to him?

MRS VENA: Yes, I do see it as a promotion.

MR SANDI: Does that make you happy?

MRS VENA: It does make me happy.

MR SANDI: I am not sure whether you understand my question, Mrs Vena.

 

- Break in questioning -

 

MRS VENA: Excuse me, I have a request. I am not against Crime Stop, but the head
is the one I am against because I don't want him to be there, the Crime Stop is
OK because it takes care of people but the head of the Crime Stop, Gerber,
should be put aside.

MR SANDI: We thank you Mrs Vena. I have got no further questions.

CHAIRPERSON: I thank you Mrs Vena, since this morning we have been listening to
testimonies from various people about what happened to the youth of Uitenhage to
an extent that we also wanted to get some views about what was happening to the
elderly people, so we are happy therefore to see you as a representative of the
elderly people who also participated in the liberation.

Old people like yourself who were detained for 180 days which is an indication
that people here in Uitenhage were also involved, this was not just for the
youth, even the elderly people were fully involved.

We honour you, we honour the women mainly who at that time fought for the
freedom of South Africa. Fought for sacrifice that there should be no
oppression. The whole of South Africa honours you, all that you have said here
which you need that we should look into, especially your health.

We therefore want to make a proposal that those people who fought should be
taken care of by South Africa to make some gratitude of some kind and to show
that they have made everything to bring about this liberation to South Africa.

 

 

 



- - - - -
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__________________________________________________________CHAIRPERSON: Our next witness is Nozipho
Rina Vusani.

NOZIPHO RINA VUSANI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: How are you Nozipho?

MS VUSANI: I am fine.

CHAIRPERSON: In your statement you are going to talk about your brother Mgcineni Vusani who was shot on that
particular day of the Langa Massacre, whose body was found after two weeks, after searching and searching since he
left for the march to the funeral. Can you please explain to us how old was he. Was he at school or was he working.

MS VUSANI: He was working, he was not at school. He was the only pillar at home. My mother and father were not
working. He was the only breadwinner. He was working.

CHAIRPERSON: He indicated that he can be a real breadwinner permanently. How did the whole thing affect you, his
death?

MS VUSANI: It affected us most. During that time, my mother was not well, and she suffered from a stroke. My father
was also affected. In 1985 December, he died. Both parents died, my father died in 1990. It is only me and my sister,
there is no one who is working.
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CHAIRPERSON: Was this Mgcineni the only brother?

MS VUSANI: No, we had other brothers, but he was the only one staying at home. The other brothers were staying
outside.

CHAIRPERSON: Who is responsible for your mother's treatment?

MS VUSANI: She passed away in 1985. It was for the first time that she experienced this thing. We were from
somewhere else, we had just relocated to Uitenhage. It was very bad, it was tense. It was the very first day that my
brother had decided to go to a toyi toyi. Unfortunately he was attacked.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your request as a family?

MS VUSANI: Because there is nobody who is working now, I request that the Truth Commission do something,
anything. CHAIRPERSON: In the Jubilee Hall, was there any money that you received?



MS VUSANI: Yes, we got R4 000.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anything else that you would like to add in your statement?

MS VUSANI: I request that something should be done for us to help us because we are not working, we are
unemployed. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: I am going to hand over and see if there are any other questions. Thank you very much. We are going
to adjourn now for lunch and thereafter we are going to take the others who are still here from the family victims.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS FOR LUNCH
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OPENING OF THE HEARINGS AND THE INTRODUCTIONS

 

CHAIRPERSON:

We would like to remember the deceased now, Sputsu Cameron Matikinca, Tobile Kali, Vusumzi Sydney Nqabisa, Monde Ben
Mfenge, Nathaniel Mnyamezeli Myeha, Luzuko Ramncwana, Vukani Mbula, Zwelitsha Lali, Xolani Kaleni, Thembinkosi Harold Billie.
We would like to ask Father Nangna to say a prayer for us.

FATHER NANGNA:

Let us close our eyes and pray. Can we first sing this hymn. [singing of hymn] Dear God be with us, where there is hatred let us sow
love, where there is danger let us sow peace, where there is discord let us sow harmony, where there is doubt let us sow faith. Dear
God, where there is despair let us sow hope, where there is darkness let us sow light. Dear God where there is sorrow let us sow joy
and make our presence dear God, make it unnecessary for comfort, let us be the comforters, make us understanding so that we
should not want to be loved but rather let us love because it is in giving that we shall receive because it is in forgiving that we shall be
forgiven, because you have taught us God that it is in death where we will be born into life everlasting. You have done all this God and
You'll do all this in the name of Your Son who has died for us and risen for us so that we can live in Your Spirit. Amen.

CHAIRPERSON:

We would like to bid everyone a hearty welcome to this gathering of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. We would like to
welcome everyone to this special sitting of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. We welcome you all to this event hearing of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

We would like to bid a special welcome to those that are going to be giving evidence and also the family members who have come to
give them support and we welcome those who will be making special submissions. I want to express my appreciation to my fellow
Commissioners and Committee members and staff especially the Regional Manager and his staff in our office in East London who
have all done a splendid job of work all along but each time they seem to excel themselves and we want to say thank you to them for
arranging this hearing.

We would want to express our appreciation too to the University of Fort Hare for making available the facilities that we have here.

This is an event hearing which is meant to give a window on a specific kind of incident in which gross violations of human rights have
happened so that we may be able, perhaps, to draw conclusions about any common characteristics on features that may be part of
events of this kind, massacres as here, as in Boipatong, KwaMakuta etcetera. From 1990 to 1994 we were as if riding a roller coaster,
sometimes we would be on the crest of a wave of optimism as a breakthrough seems to have happened in negotiations in Kempton
Park and then, at the next moment we would be thrown into the nadir of despair and it seemed like we would be entering a horrid night
and this Bisho massacre was something of that kind, when our hopes for a settlement seemed to be being dashed.

We will be hearing from those who suffered as a result of that event, survivors' victims but we will also be hearing from other important
role players who will be making submissions that may help us to understand a little bit the psychology and mind of those who gave
orders, those who seemed to be moved by bravado etcetera. One of the things that we have been asked as a Commission is to find
ways and means that we will recommend, that will ensure that things of this kind never happen again in our country.

We will be looking to see how we might be able to inculcate, instil in all of us in this land a deep reverence for human life against the
prevalent cheapness that we see for instance in the high level of criminal violence that is happening at the present time in our country.
We hope that as we listen to those who are not statistics but human beings of flesh and blood, that you and I will be filled with a new
commitment, a new resolve that our country will be a country where violations of this kind will not happen, that the context will be
inhospitable for those who seek to treat others as if they were nothing.

May I also, ahead of time, express our appreciation to those who help us by providing translation and now that I talk about translation,
yes, all right I will, I'm being given wonderful signals over there. As you know these are headphones. For those who don't know the 11
official languages of this country, you may use one of these. Xhosa will be heard on channel three and English will be heard on
channel two and please do not remove these things from the venue. They bite! Once you leave the venue with these things it turns
into something horrible, a monstrous thing that hurts you.



So I want to say thank you to those lovely persons in the booths who do a wonderful job. We are saying that this is not a court of law
but we have had many hearings and people know how to behave with dignity and we are very grateful for that. We just want to remind
you that this is how we show our solidarity with people who have suffered as much as they have suffered. We will also not be giving,
making findings at the end of this hearing but that is something that is going to happen a little later.

May we also remind you that although we are not a court of law, if anyone deliberately misleads the Commission, then they will be
guilty of a criminal offence the same criminal offence as if they had done it in a court of law but I'm quite certain nobody wants to come
here and [indistinct] but I have to give you that warning. There are wonderful, I mean all of you are very warmly welcomed but we want
to be able to welcome the Deputy Minister of Defence, Mr Kasrils, Mr Ronnie Kasrils and Ms Kasrils and their speaker and deputy
speakers of the Provincial Legislature, Mr and Ms Winty and Ms Nash. We welcome as well all the mayors who are here, actually you
are supposed to stand when I call you out so that the people can see you and if they like you [indistinct]. We would ask the mayors to
stand please. MEC's, there is MEC Ngonyama and Umhlalo and Mangocho. They say that Cyril is here. The speaker's microphone is
not on. The speaker's microphone is not on.

I would like to introduce members of the panel. Father Mcebisi Xundu, he is a member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation
Committee and he is based in our office here in East London. Tiny Maya is a member of our Human Rights Violation Committee and
she is based here in East London. Commissioner Bongani Finca. Why did you applaud for him and not for the others? He is a member
of our Human Rights Violations Committee and he is also the boss man in our office, our original office here in East London and they
are doing a splendid job of work. Then Alex Boraine who is Deputy Chair of the Commission, a member of the Human Rights
Violations Committee and he is based in our headquarters in Cape Town. Oh and his spouse is here just to make sure he is behaving,
Ms Boraine. Dr Mapule Ramashala, he is a Commissioner and a member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee and she is
based in our office in Cape Town. Dumisa Ntsebeza is a Commissioner, a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee and he
is also head of our investigating unit. Should they applaud for you? And then Ntsikelelo Sandi is a member of the Human Rights
Violations Committee and he is based in our office in East London.

I want to introduce the people who are sitting also behind here. Advocate Denzil Potgieter is a Commissioner, a member of the Human
Rights Violations Committee and he is based in our office in Cape Town. And it's a very special pleasure to welcome back June
Crichton. She left because, she is a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee. She resigned because of ill health and very
wonderfully she has received a clean bill of health and has resumed since the 1st September which is wonderful. June Crichton.

Right you are, now I call on Reverend Finca.

REV FINCA:

Chairperson, I report to you on the matters that are going to come before the Commission at today's hearing. They do appear in the
programme for today. We are proposing sir that we take these cases in groups of five, if you agree, although we will take perhaps the
first two before tea and then take the rest after tea. The cases are fairly similar, they deal with the Bisho massacre and for that reason
we think that it should be possible to take them all together.

The witnesses that are coming before the Commission today are as follows. Ntobeko Osward Mafa who appears on attempted murder
on himself. Buzelwa Eunice Matikinca who appears on two matters. There was an attempted murder on herself and there was the
murder of her husband who was involved with her on the same march. There is Ncumisa Alice Kali who appears on the matter of the
murder of Tobile Kali. Monwabisi David Hlakanyana on attempted murder on himself. Mzwabantu Nqabisa who appears on the matter
of Vusumzi Sydney Nqabisa and the violation is murder. I report at this stage on those five cases which are going to be the first five
cases for this morning.

There are going to be ten more cases which we will take in the afternoon session and I propose that in the interest of time, I report to
you at that stage when we take those cases. Could I at the same time report that we will be taking submissions as per our programme
on political parties and individuals who the Commission has invited to give testimonies in order to arrive at a clearer picture of what
happened on that day and on the political background which lead to the Bisho massacre march.

Mr Cyril Rhamaphosa and Mr Smuts Ngonyama will be making a submission on behalf of the ANC and Mr Rhamaphosa has made a
request that he be taken, if it is possible, just before tea so that he goes back to his very pressing assignment in Johannesburg. I
propose sir that we accept that request and take him before tea.

The submission by the former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of South Africa, Mr R F Botha. I am told sir that he is on his
way from the airport and may be joining us soon, who I propose that we take him immediately after lunch, followed by a submission by
the Honourable Mr Kasrils, the Deputy Minister who will be testifying on his own particular involvement on that particular hearing.

After tea in the afternoon, we will then take witnesses who are going to be testifying as victims in the same massacre. I propose that
you accept sir this order for today.



CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I think we are in your hands and you have done these things well previously and I have no reason to think that
you will mislead us on this occasion. [indistinct]

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Thank you Mr Chairman, Honourable Chairman. I would like to call to the witness stand Ntobeko Osward Mafa and Buzelwa Eunice
Matikinca.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Mr Chairman with your permission [indistinct]

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes please.

UNKNOWN:

Thank you.

WITNESSES ARE SWORN IN

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Mr Chairman they have been sworn in. Thank you very much. Tiny?
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CASE NO: 1

VICTIM: NTOBEKO OSWARD MAFA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NTOBEKO OSWARD MAFA

 

NTOBEKO OSWARD MAFA Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Thank you Honourable Chairperson. Good morning. We spoke yesterday and you made a promise that you would briefly tell us and
just give us a background or an idea about what this march was all about, where it originated from and what happened there. --- It was
on the 7th September in 1992 on a Monday. At the time I was a student at the Cape College of Education in Fort Beaufort and the
organisation at the college had informed us, the South African Students Congress had informed us that on Monday there would be a
march and that march was being organised by the three organisations, The African National Congress, The South African Communist
Party and the Congress of South African Trade Unions, COSATU. That march was organised and the intention of the march was to
force the regime to free political activity because at the time it was under the government of Brigadier Oupa Gqozo who was leading
the military council here at the time. We moved from there as students and other supporters of the organisations, the organisations
which I had mentioned, and we went from where the starting point of the march was, which was Victoria Grounds in King William's
Town.

You then left Victoria Grounds, what time was that and where did you go from there? --- We left Victoria Grounds being lead by the
leaders of the organisations I have mentioned, towards Bisho and we left as that group of these people and our intention was that we
were going to come and make our demands quite clear.



And as far as you know, where did the problem start, where did the shooting start? --- I think that approximately after 1 p.m. when we
were going up the road that leads towards this field, the Bisho stadium, the march stopped and as one of the people that was in front, I
wanted to know what was happening and I found that the march had stopped and it couldn't proceed and it was obvious that there was
some talks between the leaders of the march and the representatives of the government. It became obvious that people were
panicking because the march was not proceeding and after a while people were seen running towards the stadium, since that was
where the march was headed anyway. I joined the group that was running towards the stadium with the intention that I wanted to get
there as soon as possible and find myself a place to sit and have a better view of these people and our leaders. During that chaos of
running towards the Bisho Stadium all of a sudden there was this - chaos erupted and we didn't know where it had started. You
wouldn't even be able to say whether we were being shot or what was going on because we didn't realise immediately that we were
being fired upon but I found that these people that ran in quickly into the stadium were coming back, back towards our direction and
after that, after a little while there were screams that we are being shot and I realised that we were being shot because some of the
people were screaming saying that we should lie flat. I also lay flat but I found that some people are running past me because at that
time it was not easy to establish exactly who was shooting and where the shooting was coming from. All you could hear was this noise
which was terrifying.

Did you get up from where you were laying? --- I also thought I'd rather get up and run away, that maybe I would survive that
everything that was happening but unfortunately I just ran a short distance, a distance of three metres and I felt something burning on
my left-hand side and I found myself on the ground the next moment. I didn't realise there and then that I had been shot but when I
tried to get up I found that I couldn't and I didn't even know what the cause was. I attempted several times to get up and I realised that
I could not get up. I then realised that I quickly had to ask people for help, the people that were running past me and I shouted for help,
asking people to please help me get up and remove me from where I was and there were those comrades who were running with us
who heeded my call of distress and they came to me and asked me what happened comrade and I said to them I don't know whether I
have been shot or what and thereafter they looked at my body and when they looked under my jersey they found that there was blood
on my side and they took me and ran with me. In all this time shots were still being heard and they ran with me and we got to the road
from which we came and that was where I was able to get onto a bakkie. I was loaded onto a bakkie and there were also other
people who had been injured who were being loaded onto this bakkie. Others were groaning and we did not know what had
happened to them. We were then taken and rushed off to Gray Hospital here in King William's Town.

How long were you in Gray Hospital for? --- When I got to Gray Hospital there were many people who were also obviously injured and
I was taken and x-rayed to assess the extent of the damage, the injury, and I was taken in for x-rays where after the doctors came to
me with my x-ray slides and showed me that there was a bullet lodged in my body and they said that they would not be able to treat
me at Gray Hospital, that I would have to be rushed to East London because I could also feel, at the time, that it was even becoming
difficult to breathe and I was then transferred to Frere hospital in East London where it was found that I had a bullet lodged in my back
and that I had been injured in my lung, my left lung, and that there was a lot of blood in my lung and they hurriedly treated me and
drained the blood and I was admitted in that fashion.

What did the doctors at Frere hospital say to you about your injuries? --- After three days of observing me and trying to find whether
there would be any change in my circumstances, they found that there was no change, that I remained the same, that the use of my
legs wasn't returning to me. They came back and told me that there was a bullet lodged in my spinal cord and that bullet had caused
damage to me in such a way that I would never be able to use my legs again. In other words I was paralysed from the waist down.

Was this bullet ever removed? --- After a week of having been in hospital, on the day of the burial of the victims, I was taken into
theatre for the removal of this bullet that was lodged in my back.

How long were you in hospital for? --- It became apparent that I had to be transferred to Conradie hospital so that I could receive
better treatment because here in East London they realised that they were not well equipped to deal with my rehabilitation so it was
better that I had to be sent to Cape Town and that is where I was sent to and I was there for three months. I was discharged on the
18th December 1992.

Can we just go back a little bit more, did you say that at the time you were injured you were a student at the Cape College of
Education. How old were you? --- I was 22 years old.

You were 22. What year were you busy with? --- I was busy with my third year of studies, in my final year so to speak.

After your injury were you able to go back to school and complete your studies? --- Yes I realised that since I had come thus far in my
studies it was best for me to go back. I went back to the same college and completed my studies, my teacher studies, which I
completed successfully and I am now a family health worker.

And you are now a teacher? --- Yes I am.

I am certain that this changed your life drastically, this injury, especially finding yourself in a wheelchair. What is it like being at home
and teaching at a school while confined to a wheelchair? --- Yes life changes when you are in this situation because it is not the same



as before. One encounters a lot of problems in society and in the community and in life in general. I could say that at home I have
problems in the sense that I do not come from a well-off home. My situation is very difficult in the sense that we live in a 4-roomed
house and this 4-roomed house is in a very small area and it is very difficult to move around freely. You also find that sometimes it is
even difficult to go by yourself freely and go outside. Even when I am at work you find that the circumstances are such that it is not for
one in a wheelchair because you must remember that our schools are not well equipped schools and they haven't been prepared for
people in my situation so I do experience difficulty in those circumstances.

Who assists you at home, for example in washing and dressing and preparing yourself and doing everything you have to do, even
getting around in your wheelchair? --- I get assistance and support from my parents and my brothers and sisters but there are also
people that help me generally in the community especially when I move around, for example towards town you would find people that
push me around and things, in my wheelchair.

How do you get to school and how far is the school from your home? --- The school is not too far but it is difficult for me to go in this
wheelchair so I hire a car to take me to school every morning and fetch me and take me back home after school.

Was there ever a case about this matter or was anyone charged or did you consult with attorneys? --- As far as the case is concerned,
we made statements which were submitted to the investigators and we are still waiting for the prosecutor to announce whether there
was ever a follow-up. As far as the civil claim is concerned, I did submit, institute a civil claim against the government and I think that it
was the government of the day that was responsible for this because in days gone by, the side of the government collapsed and
nothing became of my claim.

When you say that the claim was resolved are you saying that you received some financial compensation? --- Yes I did receive some
financial compensation.

How much did they compensate you with? --- I am not sure if it would be appropriate for me to go into the matter of [indistinct].

That is fine, maybe we'll speak privately. I am certain that you do have a request or a wish that you would like to place before this
Commission. What would you like the Commission to do for you? --- Firstly, it hurts me that on that day there were people, so many
people who lost their lives in that manner because on that day we were not fighting and to prove that there were no weapons being
carried by anyone. It was people who were suffering, who were utilising their rights to show that there's a [indistinct] there afterwards
Brigadier Gqozo and do so freely and I am certain that these people would feature in South Africa's history, that their names be
mentioned. It would hurt me to find that their names be overlooked and I would like there to be even a memorial stone that could be
built where their names could be on there to just be a constant reminder that these are the people that lost their lives utilising their
rights and making their contribution towards the freedom of our country, so that our children and future generations can see that here
there was a loss of life from innocent people. Here there were this type of victims and I would like for there to be a memorial stone
which should be set up in memory of these people because they were not fortunate enough to see the change that came about after
that tragic day of the 7th September. Fortunately I was fortunate enough to, as a black person and a citizen of this country, to be able
to vote and participate in the change in our country.

You had another request as far as the facilities in your area were concerned. --- Yes, I have a wish that there should be an
improvement, especially as far as sports facilities are concerned because I am certain that there is a lot of talent but there are no
appropriate facilities where this talent can be developed and that is where one finds that the youth ends up getting involved in other
activities and I would like to make a contribution towards sport because I find that it is one of the things that could make our country a
better place.

Is that all you would like to say? --- What I hoped would be the last thing is that I would like to ask this Commission or the justice
departments of this country that they expose who was responsible for shooting us and secondly, why we had to be shot at and also
who had instructed them to shoot at us because for now, we do not know who they are. Fair enough we know that Brigadier Oupa
Gqozo was in charge then and that we were against his regime but there were others who were behind this whole thing because I
would like this Commission to expose who was responsible for it and we hope and trust that they will come forward because for now,
the people that are coming forward, coming to share their pain, are those whose rights were violated, but the perpetrators have not as
yet come forward for us to see who they are, and know who they are and I hope that all the people of South Africa are interested and
have a desire to see these people who perpetrated these deeds.

Thank you very much Ntobeko. ... end of Tape 1, side A ...
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MS MAYA:

We are going to ask Ms Matikinca to come closer.

BUZELWA EUNICE MATIKINCA Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Ms Matikinca we greet you, how are you? --- [indistinct].

Ms Matikinca you say on this day you were with your husband Mr Sputsu Cameron Matikinca, you were together in the march. --- Yes.

Unfortunately when the shots were fired you saw him being fired and you couldn't help him. --- Yes.

Can you please tell us shortly on this time when he was shot. --- When I arrived at Bisho, let me first tell you I'm from Ndaba location
here near town. We went to the township from Ndaba township and we took taxis which were coming to the march. We arrived in King
William's Town in the stadium and after the meeting with the leaders in King William's Town we went to Bisho. When we arrived at
Bisho, what we saw is that in front of the Parliament there were soldiers and these soldiers were having guns but we didn't think that
we were going to be shot because the march was a peace march. When we looked back, when we faced the stadium we heard the
shots and these shots were coming from the stadium. We stood and we didn't know what was happening. When the shots were again
fired, when we were looking at the stadium because we were far, there was a wind and at that time we were being shot and my
husband, other people were lying down in front of the leaders' cars and we were being shot. Others were crawling and many people
were falling on top of me and I couldn't see my husband at that time.

When did you see your husband? --- When we woke up because the shots were not fired at that time, there were comrades which
were helping us because we couldn't stand up. People were all over us. We jumped the fence which was on the road. When we were
on the leaders' cars we saw that people were lying there and the teargas was also fired, and after that teargas was fired we were shot.
We tried to crawl, everybody was trying to crawl and these comrades helped me and they put me next to a tree. When I was there and
the shots were fired there was a [indistinct] in front of us and I saw my husband lying next to the fence. They were three and my
husband had a cut on the left side on the head. I called him three times and I said Zizi, he shook his hand. I called him again and he
shook his hand and then the fourth time the hand fell down. When I went to him the other comrade helped me and he took me from
my husband and I heard a shot passing by and it hit the comrade on the leg and it was taken by another one and I was crawling to him
and other shots were fired again. I cried and I couldn't stop because the shots were fired directly to them because they were three.
The other man was shot on the head and it was clear that he was dead and the other child who was 10 or 11 years was shot in the
head and it was clear that he was dead also and the shots were coming to them. When we were still shot the military cars came in
with the soldiers and there was this helicopter on top of us and we couldn't see where the shots were fired but we just heard the noise
and we were unconscious because there were many shots fired. Then came the Red Cross car and they took me next to it and they
tried to take us to that car and I was taken to that car to the Gray Hospital. I was treated there. I couldn't stay there because I asked
where my husband is and they said he is in East London. I thought it funny, went there to take me from the hospital and the car of the
Indian man took us to home. It is where we met with a road-block and we arrived at home at 7. I couldn't sleep when I arrived at home.
People called a car and they took me to the hospital in Fort Beaufort. I didn't know at that time that my husband was dead. When I was
at the hospital I was treated there and then in the morning at half past three I asked them to take me home because I was going to
East London and then they said the doctor will not agree and I asked them to phone the doctor to release me and then the doctor
agreed and Mr Nglangsi came to take me. He came together with his wife and they took me home. When I arrived at home the family
of Matikinca were all there and I didn't know anything at that time but I thought that they came to see me and support me. I saw Mr
Nglangsi taking a Bible and they all sang and they told me about my husband's death on the 8th.



At this time of the death of your husband, was he working? --- Yes he was a builder.

Did you have children and how many were they? --- We have five children and one grandchildren.

How old are they now? --- The first one was born in 1966 and the next one 1971, 1972, 1976, the next one is 1980.

Are there any of your children who are studying? --- Yes all of them are studying.

Which standards are they in? --- The first one is doing second year in Cape College. The next one, he was doing arts in Port Elizabeth
in a coloured school because it's not found in our school. He was doing a second year when his father died because the school was
closed down and they were supposed to go to town and I couldn't afford to pay the fees.

What about others? --- The other one is doing motor repair in Zweletemba. She is a girl. The other one is studying in Salkoeliga in Fort
Beaufort and she is doing standard 8. The last one is doing standard 9 in Tubaletu, the one born in 1980. My grandchild is in crèche.

All of your children, after the death of their father are depending on you? --- Yes they are all depending on me and my cousin is
helping me. My cousin is staying here in Bisho and one member of our family.

In the statements we received there are people who said that there were money they got from the lawyers to [indistinct] ? --- Yes there
is some money but I'm not satisfied with it.

Is there any other place you get help? --- No there is no other place.

Do you have a request to this Commission? --- Yes I do have a request. I ask the Commission - firstly there is something I didn't say.
After I was down and people were hitting me I had a problem with my left kidney and the treatment is so expensive and I can't afford it.
My request to the Commission is that the doctor told me that I couldn't work because of this treatment and I have high blood because
my leg sometimes has a problem and I ask the Commission to help me with the education of my children. Another request is that my
husband died, in our township we are so poor and when he died he was formulating bricks for our church because we were going to
build a church and he died not finishing that job and I ask the Commission to do that job for us.

Is that all you want to say to the Commission? --- Yes but I also ask that the perpetrators be brought forward and prosecuted, those
who can be prosecuted.

Thank you Ms Matikinca. I will give this opportunity to the Chairman, maybe he has got questions to ask you. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Any questions? Ntsike?

ADV SANDI:

I would like to greet you Ms Matikinca and Mr Mafa. The question that I am going to put to you can be answered by either one of you. I
would like to start by asking on the day that the soldiers were shooting at the people, as people that were there, do you think that there
was any need for the soldiers to shoot?

--- No there was no need.

Is there a way in which perhaps the people that were marching that day, in your perception, posed a threat to the soldiers or the
buildings in Bisho? --- No, and one would be lying in saying that there was.

Was there any person or persons among those people who were participating in the march that was armed, that had weapons? --- No,
no one.

Mr Mafa would you like to add something to that? --- I would like to answer. The way in which the march was organised, we did not
pose any threat to any life and we did not put anyone's life in danger and we ensured that there was not going to be any attacking of
any government buildings and besides, this march was being, was under the scrutiny of peace monitors who were specifically there to
take care of such circumstances on that day. That is why we can say with absolute certainty that this was a peaceful march and the
intention of that march was to resolve things peacefully and that is what surprised us, that we should see ourselves being fired upon in
that fashion.

Finally, let us just go back to where you live in Fort Beaufort. I find that both of you, when this incident took place, were residents of
Fort Beaufort. Tell me, the march or the meeting that was going to move from King William's Town to Bisho, how did you hear about it
in your community? Were pamphlets distributed or how were you people notified about this meeting? --- Since I was a student at Cape
College we were notified by the local branch of the ANC which told our branch of SASKO that there was going to be this march and



SASKO in turn informed its members and also the students. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Doctor Boraine?

DR BORAINE:

Thank you Chairperson. We are going to hear from a number of witnesses today and yours is the first and it just brings us right back to
the horror of your own experience and I want to say first that we extend to you both our very deepest sympathy. It's not easy to come
to this Commission and to relive what you experienced but if it can help towards the resolution of the conflict as well as the healing of
all those concerned then it will be worthwhile. Mr Mafa I want to say a very brief word of real thanks for your own approach.

You have, towards the end of your testimony, spent much more time thinking of other people than yourself. You refuse to remain a
victim. You are not a victim, you have risen beyond that and your example inspires all of us. I want to just underline the comment you
made about the possibility of a memorial stone of some kind. I assume you mean that that should be on the site as to exactly where it
all took place. Thank you very much, I just wanted clarity there.

Now you've mentioned that you received some compensation and we are not interested in going into that at the moment but do you
receive any kind of disability allowance at all? --- Yes I used to receive a disability grant before I obtained employment but ever since I
received employment it has been stopped.

Just one other question concerning your own situation. You mentioned that one of the problems is getting from home to your work. I'm
just wondering if you have any contact with the social welfare department concerning the possibility of some form of transport, whether
you've made some enquiries about that or whether you would like us to try and see if that is a possibility. We can't promise we can
simply say but we will certainly try if you haven't. Could you tell us about that? --- No I did not get into touch with anybody about my
transport but I would like the Commission to, I would appreciate it if the Commission could assist me in that regard.

Thank you and finally we all, I think, know now that the court case involving an incident, or much more than an incident, a massacre,
which took place four years ago has not yet been resolved but we understand that that court case is going to happen very soon. It is
our hope that some of the questions you have raised, both of you, concerning as to who gave the orders and shot you and who killed
people, who was responsible. Some of these things are going to come out. Our own investigators obviously will work hand in hand in
an attempt to find the truth and we hope that before too long, that truth will be known. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

We thank both of you and I would like to add by saying that it surprised us that your requests are so humble. You did not ask for
anything for yourself but rather for others and we salute people like yourself and we thank you for thinking about others, putting others
first before yourself and you too ma'am. We thank you for, in spite of the sacrifices that you have made, I would, I am tempted to say
that we should remind ourselves that we paid a very high price for the freedom which we are enjoying today for the liberation of our
country. It did not come free.

There are many people who were injured, who suffered, who have died so that we can reap the rewards of our liberation struggle. We
thank all of you and we would like to say especially to you that we hope that God will comfort you and strengthen you and you too
teacher. In Zulu they would call you onjulongo but we are very proud of you. I mean here you are as a young man, you would want to
be able to walk and play sport, you're not able to do that, although I mustn't say that quite, I mean, there are those that come from
Atlanta so you might be able to play basketball but I mean you would not have wanted that to happen that way and we need to keep
remembering that our freedom has come at very great cost and that must make us want to guard it because there are those that want
to destroy it in many ways. We mustn't allow that to happen. That is one other memorial that we can erect. It is not a physical
memorial, it is a memorial that can last forever. When we pay respects for those who paid such a heavy price by our retaining our
freedom, guarding it and not allowing it to be messed up by all kinds of other people who want to undermine it but thank you very
much. ... end of Tape 1, side B ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

I just want to welcome again all of you but could we ask members of the legislature [indistinct] ... I haven't asked you individually, could
you stand, I mean you're all over the place. Could all the members of the legislature please rise. Please don't be shy. Please give
them a round of applause - and we welcome members of the clergy. Could you all please rise., thank you. And we have the
Premiere's wife Ms Mshlaba, we cannot see you - thank you, we've seen you.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Chairman I would like to call to the podium Mr Cyril Rhamaphosa.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order! Order! Order please! I reminded him that this was not an ANC Rally. Thank you.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

... [Indistinct] Mr Rhamaphosa is not going to be sworn in. He is merely going to make his submission.

DR BORAINE:

The Chairperson has asked if I would extend a very warm word of welcome to Mr Rhamaphosa as well as to Mr Smuts Ngonyama. Mr
Rhamaphosa you have indicated that you have a very important appointment that you have to go to and that's why we have drawn it
forward. We may have to delay tea in order for you to complete your presentation and obviously the Commission and committee
members may wish to put some questions as well.

I assume that your appointment has to do with the Constitutional Assembly and nothing else. Anyway, we are very, very happy to
have you and we are grateful that you have come to try and give some light on those dreadful events of four years ago and we ask
you to make your presentation now. Thank you.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Thank you Chairperson. Thank you for the warm words of welcome. With your kind permission I would like to request that Mr Ronnie
Kasrils also join us at the podium. He is a witness, he will be relating events that took place on that day, in his personal account but if
you do permit a witness who is about to give evidence to join an ANC delegation, we would appreciate it.

CHAIRPERSON:

Well he is not going to, you mustn't speak, you can join him as long as you don't speak.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Thank you. There may be questions that only he can answer. Chairperson, we wish to thank the Commission for permitting the African
National Congress to make a submission on the events of the day when many people were massacred in Bisho. In our submission we
will seek to deal with, very briefly, the context in which that massacre took place, the political context.

We will also seek to deal with the situation in the Ciskei at that time, or the so-called Ciskei. We will also deal with attempts that were
made by the leadership of the Tri-partheid Alliance and a number of other organisations, to address the problems in this area.

We will also explain to you what happened when we held what we call a major march, the first march which was attended by 60,000
people and we will also deal with how we went about planning for, or preparing for the march for the 7th September and also deal with
the events of the day themselves. In our conclusion Chairperson, we will seek to raise a number of questions which we believe needs
to be addressed. The massacre on the 7th September 1992, Chairperson, needs to be understood within the context of the broad
struggle which was being waged by millions of South Africans to bring democracy to our country and it also needs to be seen against
the breakdown of the multi-party talks at CODESSA in May of that year.

The ANC and its allies in the Tri-partheid Alliance launched a massive national campaign in June involving a whole range of actions
and at that time it was popularly referred to as rolling mass action, and rolling mass action involved marches, demonstrations, sit-ins,
town and city occupations or assemblies. It also involved workers taking one action or another in their workplaces, and it also involved
many other forms of peaceful protests and the specific attention was to be given to the Bantu stans, especially Bophuthatswana, the
Ciskei and KwaZulu Natal homeland and the objective, the overall objective was to bring about democracy to our country but the
specific one was to make sure that there is free political activity, which freedom, which fundamental human right was suppressed
especially in these three areas - Bophuthatswana, the Ciskei and KwaZulu Natal.



Whereas after 1990 Chairperson, South Africans had started experiencing a measure of some political freedom and mobility, where in
a number of other towns and areas in our country we were able to hold meetings. We were able to hold marches. We were able to
participate in a measure of free political activity. In these three areas, these freedoms limited as they were broadly in South Africa
because there wasn't democracy, we were not able to enjoy and participate in, in these three areas.

The aim was to restore conditions that were conducive in the whole, to having the country returning back to the negotiation table and
making sure that there is a levelling of playing fields.

For a proper understanding of the purpose of the march of the 7th September it is necessary to give a brief account of the political
situation in the Ciskei and the circumstances that also led to that march. The Ciskei was governed by one Brigadier Oupa Gqozo who
was the head of the military regime and he had acceded to this position after seizing power from the administration which was headed
by Lenox Sebe. The highest chief executive structure was the Council of State over which Brigadier Gqozo presided and he tended to
rule by decree.

Oupa Gqozo's regime had no popular mandate and it is a regime that had persistently refused to allow free political activity to take
place in the Ciskei. Simply put, Chairperson, Oupa Gqozo was not seen as a person who acted in the interests of the people in this
area, he was seen as a person who acted against a legitimate interest of people in this area and as a result he was abhorred and
deeply hated by people in this area.

The Ciskei security forces which prodded him up and gave him sustenance to misrule this area, were under a command of officers
that were seconded by the South African Defence Force. It was these officers who provided the Gqozo regime with the managerial
capacity to carry out various actions against our people in this area and also against their organisations, primarily the ANC. They also
provided the background of intelligence reports which underpinned the strategy that was utilised by Gqozo. In addition sir, it was De
Klerk's government which provided the Gqozo regime with the necessary finance to continue operating.

The Ciskei government had attempted but had been unable to develop a base of popular support for its policies or to retain the
support of all the people who were associated with it when it first came into power. At the time of the march over 20 cabinet ministers
appointed by Oupa Gqozo since he came to power, had been dismissed by him for one reason or another or had resigned. The
Administration of the Ciskei including its security forces, was largely under the control of seconded former South African government
officials. Most of the black military officers had also been dismissed by Gqozo.

We have names of a number of the security officers who were seconded and those will be outlined in the document that the
Commission has been already given. Although the Ciskei regime when it came into offices, enacted what it called a Bill of Rights, it
had not permitted free political activity within the Ciskei and had consistency used the provisions of the Ciskei National Security Act to
curtail political activity and this it did, notwithstanding a ruling by the Ciskei Supreme Court that the provisions of their own laws were
against or in conflict with the Bill of Rights that they had incorporated into their own legal system.

The Tri-partheid Alliance as led by the African National Congress, on the contrary, had widespread support within the borders of the
Ciskei. They were not permitted by the Ciskei regime to organise freely in the Ciskei or to voice their opposition through normal
democratic channels to the policies of the Ciskei. This had been an ongoing source of grievance among the supporters of the Tri-
partheid alliance which has been exacerbated by the attitude that was taken by the government of Oupa Gqozo, even at the
CODESSA negotiations, and at these negotiations the regime, the Gqozo regime had purported to represent the people of the Ciskei
and had adopted positions which were obstructive of the democratic process and contrary to the wishes of the people of the Ciskei.

Even at CODESSA level we kept on raising, Chairperson, with Oupa Gqozo, Mickey Web and all those who worked with them, how
they could sit at the negotiations table. But at the same time act brutally against the people of the Ciskei and even prohibit them to
express themselves freely through the democratic process and to this, they had no coherent reply and continued to insist that they
represented the wishes of the people in this area, arguing that the ANC did not represent the wishes of people in this area, and if it
did, it did so through coercive means.

Attempts by the alliance to hold marches, to organise meetings in the Ciskei in order to voice opposition to Oupa Gqozo's government
and the policies that he was pursuing had systematically been frustrated through the use of the Ciskei National Security Act and may I
add also through the use of the Ciskei Defence Force.

Permission to hold marches and meetings were consistently refused and peaceful demonstrations that were held without permission
were brutally broken down or broken up by the Ciskei Security Forces. Sir, numerous attempts had been made to resolve this impasse
through negotiations, through discussions, through sending intermediaries and so son, and some of the attempts that were made I just
want to highlight.

As early as August 1991 the leadership in this area, the Tri-partheid alliance leadership was instrumental in convening the border
peace conference in August 1991 and this border conference as it was being planned, the leadership had sought to invite a number of
interested parties, including the Ciskei regime itself.



They had also invited the South African government, the then South African government, the National Party, churches, business
formations, various civic organisations, trade unions and this was done to address the deteriorating situation in the Ciskei border
region.

The Gqozo regime did not attend. The majority of delegates identified the policies of the Ciskei regime as an obstacle to peace and
stability in the region and a number of proposals were made. One of them was for the formation of an interim administration pending
re-incorporation.

You will recall sir, that at that time, urban negotiations, we were also dealing with the whole question of how the so-called independent
states could be re-incorporated back into South Africa. Negotiations were also held with the Ciskei regime, direct negotiations, the
leadership of the African National Congress including, including its president, Nelson Mandela, had been involved in one or other form
of discussion and negotiation with Oupa Gqozo and his other officials. The leadership of the ANC in this area had held several
meetings with Oupa Gqozo on the issue of repressive government through the headman system, the lack of free political activity and
also specifically the use of Section 43 of the National Security Act.

But all these efforts and attempts were to no avail and during the course of all this, Gqozo kept on making promises, promises also to
President Nelson Mandela about correcting a whole number of anomalies but all these were never met. Tri-lateral negotiations
between the South African government, the Ciskei and the ANC were also held and it was at one of these sessions when Oupa Gqozo
specifically said that he will repeal Section 43 of the National Security Act but once again, Chairperson, this was not done.

Legal and Constitutional attempts were also made to address the problem. We approached the Court to see how best this could be
resolved, once again to no avail. There were local and regional dispute resolution attempts that were made through committees that
were set up, to no avail.

 

During July and August of 1992, peaceful public protests were held in the region, culminating in an attempt by the Tri-partheid alliance
to hold a mass demonstration in Bisho, to voice opposition to the policies of the Ciskei government and its suppression of free political
activity. Approximately 60,000 people participated in the march. They were prevented by the Ciskei Security Forces from entering
Bisho. Their attempt, the intention was that the protest should take place in Bisho itself.

The rationale for this, Chairperson, was just as people were protesting in Cape Town, in the heart of Cape Town, in Pretoria, in
Johannesburg, people in this area saw no reason why they should not carry out their peaceful protest at the seat of the regime or near
their offices.

They were prevented by the Ciskei Security Forces from entering Bisho but after negotiations that were conducted through the
intervention of the National Peace Secretariat, an assembly was held at the Bisho stadium and speeches were made protesting their
activities and policies of the Ciskei regime.

This manifestation did not result in any significant change in the attitude of the Ciskei regime. On the contrary it became, if anything,
more repressive. It seemed like even Oupa Gqozo had lost his head. Even as some of us spoke to him on the telephone he was
completely beside himself.

Attempts to hold meetings or marches at various places in the Ciskei were broken up by the Security Forces. Supporters of the
alliance were harassed and subjected to a wave of repression and this, sir, did not only take place in the big towns in this area but also
in the villages where quite elderly people were prevented even from holding meetings to discuss even local problems.

 

The alliance decided that in the circumstances a major protest with a national focus should be organised in the Ciskei to draw national
and international attention to the demand for the creation of a climate for free political activity and the end to violence in the Ciskei.

This was to be a march into Bisho and the holding of a people's assembly in the town, and may I say sir, similar manifestations were
taking place in our country in other towns at more or less the same time and people in this area felt and believed that just as they were
South Africans and other South Africans were participating in similar manifestations elsewhere, they should not be barred, they should
not be prevented from participating in such manifestations which were in the main, peaceful and under the tight leadership of the
organisations that were leading them.

The principal demand of the alliance which was to be highlighted by the march was for free political activity and an end to violence.
Political repression and violence in the Ciskei were associated with the Gqozo regime and so the call for free political activity and an
end to violence was linked to a demand for Oupa Gqozo's removal by the South African government. For he personally was seen as
an obstacle to free political activity and to peace in this area.



The march was to be peaceful and conducted as far as possible in accordance with guidelines that were set out in the Peace Accord.
Its goal was not insurrection, it was to send a clear message that repression of free political activity in the Ciskei should not be
tolerated.

The message would be directed not only at Oupa Gqozo but also to the South African government which was propping up the Gqozo
regime, which, at the time was also refusing to listen to good reason at the negotiations when we kept raising the position or the
problem of the Ciskei.

A demand would be made for Oupa Gqozo to resign and for an interim administration acceptable to all representative bodies in the
Ciskei to be installed, which would permit free political activity to take place and create a climate in which this would be possible. A
demand would be made to the South African government to support these measures and to use its day factor control of the Ciskei to
help achieve them. The intention sir, was to march to an open space on the southern side of the central business district in Bisho and
to hold an assembly for a minimum of 24 hours.

The assembly would demonstrate the strength of feelings of the people participating in the march and the substantial support which
they had. The extent of consultation at all levels of the ANC and the alliance structures, including endorsement of the plan by the
National Executive Committee of the ANC, is demonstrated by a chronology of events, meetings and incidents that took place and it is
far too long for me to even repeat it.

In short, resulting from painstaking decisions at the border regional level, following the march of the 6th August, the recommendation
for the action of the 7th September was endorsed by the national leadership of the Tri-partheid Alliance as well as the National
Executive Committee of the ANC.

At the meeting of the ANC National Executive it was decided to immediately send a number of national leaders to the border region to
assist with the preparations. It was stressed that thorough organising and planning must take place to ensure success for this march.
As a result, leading members of the National Executive such as Steve Tshwete, Ronnie Kasrils, Raymond Suttner and our beloved
departed Chris Hani, were despatched to this area where they began to work with the steering committee or the strategising
committee.

Other members in the region included people like our then Chairperson of the province, Selumkosop Cooper, Andrew Hendriks,
Lucille Meyer, Donnay Kunie, Crispian Olwer and our departed comrade Kenjane. ANC further submits, sir, that it did not see itself as
the only organisation which could resolve the situation in this province or in this area. It was supported by a popular front which
included Nafcork, the churches, the border council of churches and other regional organisations.

It was on the basis of this broad support that the ANC as leading the Tri-partheid Alliance proceeded to plan for the march, and as it
planned for this march sir, it took careful care, made a point that it informed and notified the relevant authorities of its intention to lead
this march and to gather people at Victoria grounds in King William's Town and to march from there to Bisho where a gathering would
be held on the southern side of the central business district.

The authorities were notified, those that were notified were the King William's Town town municipality ... end of Tape 2, side A ...
holding meetings with Brigadier van der Merwe of the SAP. Representatives of the alliance also indicated their willingness to co-
operate fully with Brigadier van der Merwe to ensure that events would be peaceful but they also made it clear, they made it clear sir,
that the alliance was firmly committed to proceeding with the march and that that march would take place.

Representatives of the alliance also held meetings with the National Peace Secretariat but in addition, the alliance also took active
steps to prepare carefully for this march by making sure that there would be an effective and efficient marshalling system and it
proceeded to train marshals and to make sure that guidelines were clearly laid out, which guidelines the marshals would follow.

It was made clear to all persons participating in the march that it would have to be peaceful and that under no circumstances would
people participating in the march be allowed to carry any weapons to participate in any acts of violence. There was effective
communication with the crowd and we made sure that we had all instruments that are necessary, sound systems to communicate with
the crowd. Arrangements sir, were also made with the King William's Town municipality for water trucks to be made available to
provide water to the marchers right up to the borders of so-called Ciskei. A committee of the alliance was elected to ensure overall
control.

On 31st August details of the proposed march were communicated to the Council of State by means of a letter. The letter contained
assurances that the demonstration would be peaceful and that there would be full control and proper marshalling. On the 6th
September an application was brought by the Commissioner of the Ciskei police who was making an attempt to frustrate or stop the
march. He sought to interdict the holding of the march and a whole series of events ensued around this, culminating in the Supreme
Court directing the magistrate to consider an application for the holding of the march and in the event, only in the early hours of the
morning of the 7th September, the magistrate gave an order, an order which stipulated the type or the nature of the permission that he
was giving.



By that time sir, the Tri-partheid Alliance, leadership, membership and people broadly in this area were already committed, totally
committed to proceeding with this march. Contacts were made also with the National Peace Secretariat and other bodies. By the time
the magistrate's decision was received, there was already a fully blown mobilisation in this area and people were not as we assessed
it, going to be in a mood to countenance any retreat. They wanted to march into Bisho and to re-assert their right to free political
activity as it was being celebrated and demonstrated throughout the country, suave in KwaZulu Natal, Bophuthatswana and in the
Ciskei.

Preparation for the march started early in the morning of the 7th September 1992 at the Victoria grounds. A strategising committee
had been appointed consisting of two members from each of the components of the alliance and representatives from the National
Leadership. It was there decided that the march would proceed along the main Bisho - King William's Town road, up to its intersection
with Jongilanga Avenue and from there proceed to an open space south of the Ciskei People's Development Bank at which an
assembly would be held right in Bisho.

The Chairperson of the ANC in the border region led the march together with other members of the Border Regional Committee,
members of the National Leadership and various other leaders in the Tri-partheid Alliance. It had been made clear by the leadership
that there should be no violence and that the demonstration should at all times remain peaceful. They proceeded to Bisho, determined
to achieve their objective of holding an assembly in the town where they would declare their other demands. Although it was
appreciated that the Ciskei Security Forces might attempt to prevent the assembly from taking place, it was never contemplated, it
was never contemplated sir, that they would use lethal force to prevent this march.

In fact the Ciskei Defence Force's own standing instructions provided that:

[1) Minimum force is to be used when the Ciskei Defence Force was engaged in police duties.

[2[ The test as to whatever any action taken satisfy the principal of minimum force is stated therein as would a
reasonable person have used the same degree of force or have considered it essential to have taken the same actions.

[3] Any situation that arises should be initially handled by means other than opening fire. If fire has to be used, only
aimed shots are to be fired at individuals who pose a threat.

That sir, was their code. After the march had commenced, some members of the strategising committee proceeded ahead of the
march to the Ciskei border to reconnoitre the situation there. This advance group consisted of Ronnie Kasrils, Andrew Hendriks,
Smuts Ngonyama, Crispian Olwer, Lucille Meyer, Donnay Kunie and our departed comrade, Kenjane. On their arrival at the border
approximately 15 to 10 minutes ahead of the main body of the march, they found that the road had been blocked by rolls of razor wire
which had been erected in a way which would prevent people marching, from proceeding along the Bisho road.

There were discussions between these people and representatives of the National Peace Secretariat at the point where the razor wire
had been erected. Assurances were given that the march was peaceful and that no soldiers need have any fear and the march was
already proceeding and these people were giving assurances about a situation which they themselves had witnessed.

An earnest plea was made that the Secretariat should ensure that the Security Forces would not shoot. The members of the
committee then went to inspect the stadium. The razor wire had been installed in a way which left open a route into the stadium which
was alongside the main road.

Ciskei soldiers were deployed at the Fort Hare campus and along the ridge, and the Ciskei police behind the Peace Secretariat. The
advance group noted this and also noted conditions in the stadium. They observed that a section of the stadium fence on the northern
side, approximately ten metres long, had previously been flattened and provided the only unobstructed route out of the stadium. Ciskei
Defence Force members were visible approximately 250 metres away to the right of the flattened fence but to the left of the opening
there appeared to be an unobstructed path through which marches could proceed if they chose to do so.

A subsequent study, Chairperson, of the deployment maps and the inspections in loco showed that some soldiers must have been
hiding behind shrubs intertwined with freshly cut branches and a mound of earth behind which there was a trench, and they were
therefore not visible to the left of the advance group.

The advance group itself having noted the gap in the fence and the possibility that it offered of moving out of the stadium, returned to
the main body of the march. They reported on what they had seen and discussions which they had had with representatives of the
Peace Secretariat, it was decided that some of the leaders, some of the leaders and the Chairperson of the region here and a number
of others would attempt to meet representatives of the National Peace Secretariat and ask them to use their influence with the Ciskei
Security Forces to permit the march to proceed into Bisho. Other leaders, including Chris Hani and Ronnie Kasrils, would then lead
the marchers into the stadium. Some of them would then go through the gap and attempt to reach our goal which was the central
business district and there they would await the outcome of negotiations between the leadership and the National Peace Secretariat.

It was hoped that the presence of a large number of people at the CBD would enable an agreement to be reached allowing the



leaders to proceed also with those that they were leading to the CBD. The march arrived at the razor wire barricade and the
leadership headed by Cyril Rhamaphosa and others, deployed itself as per agreement and arrangement.

A line of marshals was formed right in front of the razor wire directing marchers into the stadium. Other marchers led by Chris Hani
and Ronnie Kasrils, moved at a fast pace into the stadium. They paused briefly in the stadium to rally a large group behind them prior
to moving through the gap in the fence. Most of the marchers were then still on the South African side of the border and the march
itself extended back from the wire for a distance of approximately one kilometre.

The shooting itself: When the front of the group had proceeded through the gap in the fence, was approximately 60 meters beyond
the gap, the shooting started without any warning whatsoever. At this time there was a large crowd in the stadium and an even larger
crowd still on the main road on the South African side of the razor wire barrier.

The shooting was widespread and was directed at the people who had moved out of the stadium. Some still coming in, people still
seated on the grandstand and people also alongside the main road, including leaders of the alliance and members of the National
Peace Secretariat who were about to conduct negotiations across the razor wire.

The shooting consisted of two sessions of automatic rifle fire. The first volley lasted for between one or two minutes and having been
there myself sir, I thought it lasted forever, and was followed by a second volley shortly afterwards which, it has been estimated, lasted
for about a minute.

There was terror and panic all around as we all heard the sound of gunfire. During the rifle fire, whistling sounds followed by
explosions were heard near the stadium and the main road close to the razor wire. These explosions were caused by rifle grenades
launched at the crowd. Some of us thought that these were bombs that were being thrown at us. As is clearly indicated in the South
African Police video supplied to the Commission which we will hand over, four mini craters were found where unarmed marchers were
present and not anywhere near the Ciskei Security Forces.

Sir, there was no warning of any nature prior to the shooting. The unarmed crowd posed no threat to life or property and there was no
excuse for the prolonged violent and murderous attack by the Ciskei Defence Force. It resulted in the deaths of 28 marchers and
injuries to about 250 people.

The indiscriminate nature of the shooting is demonstrated by the fact that a member of the Ciskei Defence Force was shot in the back
of the head clearly by people on his own side. There was no explanation for the failure to repair the flattened portion of the stadium
fence or to place razor wire across it on the day of the march or to deploy soldiers there.

This and the concentration of soldiers who were covering the gap from a position in front of Jongilanga Avenue suggests that, it
suggests sir, that there was a trap set for people, there was an ambush set for people who might choose to move out of the stadium.
There is no other explanation that we are able to give for the existence of that gap. Had they sought to prevent people completely from
going into Bisho, that gap would have been closed and soldiers would not have hidden themselves behind shrubs, they would not
have hidden behind an earth mound, they would not have been in a trench.

Immediately after the volley stopped there was confusion amongst the marchers. Pandemonium broke out and all attempts were made
to try and attend to the injured and there was blood flowing everywhere. The saddest part, the saddest part sir, was to see women,
fairly elderly women, middle aged women, dropping to the floor and crawling and being terrified. It was to see terror written on the
faces of young people. It was a terrible and a sad day.

In conclusion, the ANC and the Tri-partheid Alliance regrets the loss of life that took place on that day but our submission is that the
responsibility for the Bisho massacre rests squarely with the Ciskei regime and with the government of F W de Klerk where the real
power, the real power behind Oupa Gqozo resided. Oupa Gqozo would never have had the courage, would never have had the nerve
to do what he did if he did not know that there was a real power behind him and F W de Klerk's government was the real power behind
him. Subsequent investigation showed most of the dead and injured were running away from the unbridled attack on them, rather than
endangering the life or property of anyone in the Ciskei.

We would submit, Chairperson that the evidence shows that there was a plan to trap those whom they knew would want to emerge
from a gap in the fencing. The circumstances under which lethal force could be used on a crowd of demonstrators, had previously
been enunciated in a number of Commissions.

The conduct of the Ciskei Defence Force on the day of the massacre was criminal and failed to measure up to three standards or their
own standing orders on the use of force. To compound matters, Gqozo showed no remorse, no remorse whatsoever, for his criminal
actions by threatening a repeat of the action if similar action were to arise.

There are a number of questions which need to be clarified and possibly clarified through and by this Commission. Why was the gap
left in the fence, is a question that many of us still ask. Were the Ciskei Defence Force soldiers concealed in order to ambush anyone
venturing through that opening? Why were no warnings given? Having lived in this country through the years of repression, we



became accustomed to the fact that much as the brutal South African machine was quite vicious, it was also given to some civility.

It was given to also warning people if they were in a situation which they felt they needed to take action on. They would either use loud
hailers, they would either shoot in the air, they would use all manner of things before opening fire. This was not done and the question
we ask is why was there no warning?

We would like to know as some of the witnesses have already said, who gave the order to open fire? Many South Africans would like
to know, was it Oupa Gqozo or was it someone else elsewhere? Fifthly sir, we would like to know why live ammunition was used
instead of non-lethal methods to control the crowd. Why were rubber bullets not used? Why was teargas not used? Why was even
water, purple rain, or whatever other means, why were these not used?

There are questions which the Truth and Reconciliation Commission can hopefully find answers to, so that the whole truth about this
deplorable massacre can emerge. We remember those who fell at Bisho, they are our martyrs, they did not die in vain, and as you,
Chairperson of the Commission said as you opened, we paid a price to achieve this freedom but sir, it's possible that this is one of
those prices we did not have to pay.

We extend our condolences to the families of those who died and to extend our sympathies as the African National Congress, to those
who were injured. We urge those who were responsible for the crime to come forward to this Commission to tell the truth, for it is the
truth that is going to heal our land. It is through the truth that we will be able to have full reconciliation. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I am aware that you are seeking to catch a plane. You are? So I will perhaps ask my colleagues if there are
questions they want to put to you and then we could excuse you. Doctor Boraine?

DR BORAINE:

Mr Rhamaphosa thank you very much for that very clear outline of what happened as you saw it and in your own experience as part of
the planning. I want to try and get some clarity about one issue. On page 11, 23[iii] you quote the magistrate's order. Now in his order
he mentions that the gathering is to take place at the Bisho stadium yet it was clearly the goal of the marchers to go beyond that and
go to the CBD. Was this, were you and others who were in charge, aware that this was going beyond the order?

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Yes as we clearly indicated, many attempts had been made to communicate the intention of the march and through these attempts we
had sought to make it clear that we wanted, intended and were committed to marching right into Bisho and we even had the route
clearly mapped out and the route that we had wanted to take was communicated, was communicated to the authorities and it was also
a matter of discussion when the magistrate gave the order.

So when he gave the order, when he gave the order this order was found by nearly everyone, leaders of the Tri-partheid Alliance as
an order which once again, once again sought to frustrate the commitment that we had to attain free political activity. May I say sir,
that there had been a number of other applications to magistrates in this area, specifically to this one and this magistrate was known
to be the type of magistrate who just refused to grant permission.

The fact that the permission came in the early hours of the morning, was, in our view, another attempt to frustrate the march because
he could have communicated this a lot earlier, but it was communicated on the morning when preparations were already finalised.

DR BORAINE:

Just a couple of other, and I'll keep the questions very, very brief and perhaps if I just give them all and you might want to just respond
to them.

First, in your knowledge, having been there, were any of the marchers armed? That is the first question.

Second, tell us again, you were there, you would have been aware if anyone had used a loud hailer, if any warning shots were fired,
and any helicopter was used, any kind of warning whatsoever as to the intention of the soldiers to open fire. That's the second
question. I know you have dealt with that but I think it's very, very important to get this on the record again.

Third, why in your view, I know it can only be your own view, why do you think they opened fire? You must've thought about that
afterwards as you talked. What prompted that?

And finally, looking back, is there anything different that you yourself would have wanted to see happen, knowing, what you couldn't
know, knowing that the soldiers were going to take the drastic action which they did. In your planning, in your thinking, is there
anything different, looking back now with the wisdom of hindsight, is anything different that you would have done or would have



demanded of your group to have done that could have possibly prevented this massacre. Just those questions. ... end of Tape 2, side
B ...

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

[indistinct] ... no knowledge whatsoever that any of the people participating in the march could have been armed. I saw no arms, I saw
no firearm, I saw no stick, I saw nothing that amounted to an arm or a weapon. Your question, was there any intention by the soldiers
to warn us - the answer to that has to be no. There was no signal, no attempt to even begin to signal to us that they will open fire.
There was no loud hailer as I said. There was no fire opened into the air, nothing whatsoever. We were just, we were still standing
right against the razor wire, with the Peace Secretariat on the other side, and they had a number of vehicles in between them and I
was one of those leaders who was standing right up against the wire and a little bit further on we could see soldiers standing and
some of them lying flat on the ground and if they had warned us in any way, I think we would immediately have noticed it and we
would possibly have responded to it. Just as we were talking, they opened fire. The Peace Secretariat people were also taken by total
surprise.

Why did they open fire, I think their opening fire had a lot to do with their intention to prevent the democratic processes that were
underway in the country - to prevent it even by force of arms. Oupa Gqozo himself on a number of occasions had said that he would
never agree that the Ciskei should be incorporated into South Africa. That we would have a free and independent liberated South
Africa but the Ciskei would remain an independent island and we would have to deal with them as though it's a foreign power. I think it
had a lot to do with that.

Is there anything different that we would have done had we known, now in hindsight, that they would have opened fire? Had we known
that they would have opened fire, yes I think we would have dealt with things differently. Our discussions, negotiations with them could
have been different but we just did not know.

CHAIRPERSON:

Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA:

[indistinct] ... Mr Rhamaphosa said, as a follow-up of Dr Boraine's question - there are allegations that some of the shots came from
above, specifically from the helicopter. I know this was a very confusing day but what were your observations on that?

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Yes I have heard of those allegations and also had sight of the helicopter that hovered at some stage above us. I do not have
evidence before me that can confirm or refute that but I have heard of those allegations.

CHAIRPERSON:

... [Indistinct]

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Thank you Chair. I don't know what your deadlines are, or - Cyril I would just like to say that firstly, you should bear with our questions
and if our questions sometimes give an impression that the alliance now is on trial, it is as a consequence of the mandate to the
Commission. We have to try and be even handed and sometimes it seems perverted now to us to appear to be blaming those who
were victims or those who were leading masses of the people in an endeavour to install a democratic order in this part of the country.

Now having said that, it seems to me that the issue is going to turn around the question of the break-out and I'm sure when Ronnie
testifies we will also ask questions surrounding to that. On page 7 of, oh, on page 7 you say the march was to be peaceful and
conducted as far as possible in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Peace Accord. Now its goal was not insurrection. The
first question is - were you as alliance leader satisfied that the goal of the march not being insurrection was understood as such by
Oupa Gqozo. That's the first question.

Now the second question in relation to that is, it seems clear from both what you have said and from the objective facts that even
though there was a Court Order, now let's put aside your reservations about the judiciary which are clearly indicated in your comments
about that sort of order, but there was a Court Order which it appears the alliance leaders were quite prepared not to obey. Now how
do you square up the fact that you had a Court Order which said - hold your march and, but do not go into the centre of the town,
Bisho, but confine yourselves to the stadium because it seems that, that at the end of the day is going to be the issue.

And the third question allied to that and I think too it will be the final question - it seems that as part of the so-called Goldstone rules for
mass demonstration, those rules usually, in fact they emphatically called for each side to know exactly what the other's deployments



and plans are. Now it appears from your submission that neither the National Peace Secretariat nor the Ciskei authorities were taken
into confidence about what appears from your submissions, to have been a planned breakout, it having been the intention of the
people to hold the march where they wanted, I mean to hold the gathering where they wanted it to be held, namely in the centre of the
city.

Now what would the alliance views be with regard to the Goldstone rules for mass demonstration in so far as that might appear to
have been a contravention of that standing rule. You didn't disclose to either the Ciskei authorities or the National Peace Secretariat
that look, if you are going to confine us to the stadium we're certainly going to break that, we are going to get into Bisho.

CHAIRPERSON:

Can I just indicate what you must already have seen for yourselves that we are dispensing with the tea break so that we can try and
accommodate as many witnesses as possible. I hope you will bear with us. It's democratically agreed. Thank you very much.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Excuse me Mr Rhamaphosa, when in fact are you due to leave? I mean we don't want to chase you away but...[indistinct]

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

I think I should still be able to make my flight if I leave at quarter past twelve. Chairperson, with regard to the question of whether we
were satisfied that Oupa Gqozo understood that we did not have insurrection in mind, it is very difficult to can say at that time that any
one of us understood Oupa Gqozo.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

I had been in discussions with him on a number of occasions either face to face or also on the telephone and I never reached a point
where I could say I understood him. But we had sought to make it clear through communicating our objectives publicly, through
various authorities and may I say even not to try and make it personal that I had at some stage during the course of the turmoil there,
had said that you know, all we want is free political activity and the rest will follow. One thought that he understood all that.

How do we say as you ask sir, we can reconcile our action even against the Court Order that had been issued. The Court Order by the
Supreme Court was to direct the magistrate to apply his mind to this and the magistrate accordingly proceeded to grant permission,
type of permission that in our view sought to frustrate the objectives that we had set. As I indicated earlier, we had dealt with this
magistrate before. We had dealt with magisterial authority in the Ciskei before and by and large our applications, our attempts, our
approaches to them had, if not dismissed out of hand, had been blunted, had been undermined and so forth. So when this one came
at the very last hour, at the very last hour in the early hours of the morning, setting out what the terms were when decisions had
already been taken, and when people had already been mobilised it was difficult if not impossible. It was going to be impossible to
comply with this order.

Given also sir, that the magistracy in that area was seen as part of the oppressive machine that acted in collusion with the regime of
Oupa Gqozo in as far as denying our people free political activity.

On your question that it would appear that it could be read that this was a planned break out of the stadium in that we did not
communicate to the authorities of the Peace Secretariat and so forth, I did say sir, that having sent the group of people who were
going to reconnoitre the area and look at the conditions of the wire as well as the conditions in the stadium, I did say that they did
report back and instantaneously the decision was taken, that seeing that there is this opening, this opening is there, that could well be
the route that we should take right into Bisho. Remember that the objective was to go into Bisho and when this opening was seen,
people did not in their own minds think that this was an ambush, this was a trap, they did not think like that. They just saw an opening,
we wanted to go to a particular destination and whilst the route was controlled by wire fence and all that into the stadium, but through
the stadium there was this opening.

Our argument and our submission is that if the intention was to prevent us from going out of the stadium, the people who could put up
a wire fence could have taken care to raise the wire that had been flattened, could have taken care to close the stadium completely
with the wire fence as well. They could have taken care that everything ends up in the stadium to frustrate our objective but they didn't
do that. They didn't do that, they left the opening knowing what our intended objective was. So we could not communicate sir, to the



Peace Secretariat because the decision was taken instantaneously.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Can you just, just as a follow-up ... [indistinct] can you comment on a finding I think, which suggests that videos indicate that while the
crowd was breaking out, the soldiers were still running to take up their positions in the area. Now in view of the suggestion that there
was an ambush and a trap, the Pickhard report seems to indicate that that may not be sustained on that basis, that if it was a planned
thing, they would have been there at the time of the break-out but they say, he says the videos indicate that when the break-out took
place, it was only then that the soldiers ran to that area where they could have been in a position to.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

I will not be able to speak with any form of expertise sir, but the evidence that we have is that there was a collection of soldiers, not all
the soldiers were there but a collection of them who were seen to be harbouring behind the shrub, behind the earth mound so that
when people broke out, they had to reinforce those who were there so they ran, in my view, to try and actually shoot because most of
the people were shot...

CHAIRPERSON:

... [Indistinct]

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Chairperson thank you, there are two matters on which I would like to hear Mr Rhamaphosa's comments. The first one deals with the
question of a possible ambush. Mr Rhamaphosa you will note that the three enquiries into this matter, the Pickhard Commission, the
Goldstone Commission and the CDF Board of Enquiry. I know that the Pickhard Commission did not co-operate with and the CDF
Board of Enquiry did not co-operate with, but Goldstone as well, all reject the possibility of an ambush. You seem to be quite
convinced that there was a clearly, carefully, intelligently planned ambush. I would like to hear your comment on why these three
enquiries have rejected that theory.

The second question is on the question of the break-away led by, in your submission, by Mr Kasrils and Mr Hani. You are aware that
Mr Kasrils has been criticised by all these Commissions - Pickhard of course which you would expect because you did not submit to
them but Goldstone as well, criticises Mr Kasrils almost individually for this break-away.

Your submission to the Commission today is that this was an ANC position, thoroughly discussed, thoroughly canvassed and it was an
implementation of an agreed upon strategy. Did you submit this to Goldstone and why did Goldstone ignore it? We will of course raise
the question with him as well at a later date.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

Chairperson, Mr Ronnie Kasrils is sitting right next to me. For some reason or other, he believes that his freedom of speech for the
moment has been completely curtailed in this Commission and he is boiling inside and would like to respond to those two questions
because he was much more directly involved with those two. I don't know whether he is permitted or that should stand until he makes
his own statement.

CHAIRPERSON:

He will be speaking. We suggest that he reduces his temperature.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

[indistinct] ... therefore with your permission possibly the two questions can then be answered when Ronnie Kasrils speaks.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Mr Rhamaphosa thank you very much for availing yourself to the Commission and for a very succinct and
eloquent disposition. We are grateful and the Commission allows you to stand down.

MR RHAMAPHOSA:

I have - thank you very much Chairperson, I have documents and a video tape that we would like to submit as evidence to the
Commission.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Right you are. Mr Ngonyama are you not remaining behind? Order, order, order! It's quite important, I mean I
want to, I don't want to be too rough on you but I think it is important that we make quite clear that this is a Commission.

It really is, it is important, it is important because when we make our findings, people mustn't say that the Commission has been
swayed by, you know, and we need to, because there may come people whose views you do not particularly like and I have to protect
them and would want us please to be, don't make our life more difficult than it is already. I'm therefore making an appeal that though,
whilst, I mean I understand your feelings and now and again I allow you to express them but on the whole, go to the stadium to hold
the rally, this is a Commission.

All right, I mean I don't want to be too rough on you. I think I mean that on the whole you behave well but it is, it is important that
people don't get the impression that we are being swayed. Thank you very much.

MR BORAINE:

Mr Ngonyama, again welcome and thank you very much for coming to the Commission. You have also tabled a statement and without
wanting to reduce your freedom of speech, I want to suggest that quite a lot, understandably quite a lot of the first part of your
statement has already been referred to by Mr Rhamaphosa.

Not quite as well as you've done it but nevertheless he has covered it. What I would like to ask you to do and obviously you are free to
do as you wish before the Commission but it would help us enormously in terms of time and in terms of our opportunity to actually ask
you questions, if perhaps you could start your submission around about page seven which is paragraph 17 which actually starts with
the march itself. I think that's what the Commission really wants to hear from you because you were there, you played a leading role,
you could give us information.

We could read a great deal of documents and we will and we will have to, and I promise you we'll read your full submission as well
and our researchers will go through it very carefully but if you could consider helping the Commission by starting there, I know we'd be
very grateful and when you are ready, please start. Thank you.

MR NGONYAMA:

Well thank you Chair. I think I will definitely take your advice and in the interest of time, having also consulted with the leadership, I
would have definitely liked to stress on the context that prevailed in the former Ciskei before the Bisho massacre, and which definitely
culminated ... end of Tape 3, side A ... into that fateful day and which was preceded by the dismissal summarily of 3,000 civil
servants and quite a number of other people that were killed, assaulted before the Bisho massacre, but be that as it may, I think you
have promised me that you will definitely go through the document to get to the context of what was happening in this area.

Now moving to the march itself, I need to start maybe with paragraph 12 where we say that the first march in early August which
culminated in a march ... [indistinct] to Bisho that was organised by the ANC border region and its alliance partners, and this march
was halted at the border of Ciskei. After intensive negotiations with the Ciskei Defence Force the marchers were then allowed to move
to the stadium. I wanted to stress that one because it is very critical of what ensued thereafter.

Then this march unfortunately had very little effect on the negative attitude of the Ciskei government and its Security Forces towards
the process of democracy in the area. Numerous meetings and consultations took place involving alliance partners, churches and
structures of the popular front as it was indicated by the last speaker, and eventually a national day of focus in the Ciskei was decided
upon. This was endorsed by the National Alliance, by the campaigns committee of the ANC nationally and it was agreed that on the
9th September 1992, a further march was to be held in Bisho, and this march, the objective was to hold a people's assembly in the
Bisho CBD to express our demands, calling for the free political activity and the end to violence as well as resignation of Brigadier
Gqozo but subsequently this date was eventually changed to the 7th September, in particular to coincide with De Klerk's conference



on federalism that was organised together with De Klerk's, or National Party government's allies. That is why we had to go for the
march on the 7th September because we wanted to highlight the plight of the people of the area, quite strongly.

This event of holding a people's assembly in Bisho was along similar lines as also it was indicated with many other incidences and of
the similar mass action campaign that were taking place in other parts of the country and in particular within our area in the border
region at the time. We had heard a campaign of a similar nature in King William's Town without any negative incidences at all. And it
was always an imperative that moral high ground be retained through a focus on the climate for free polal activity and ensuring that
the march and the proposed assembly remained peaceful and without incident. I don't want to get into the details again of the
preparations but quite a number of intense preparations were made for that day.

On the morning of the 7th September a meeting was held at the Border Council of Churches offices where final briefings and
preparations were made for the march into the Bisho CBD and from there we moved to the rally at the stadium in Victoria Grounds.
Thorough briefing was given to everybody and the destination and the objective of the march culminating in a people's assembly in the
Bisho city was made clear to all. A great deal of emphasis was made on that day on the peaceful nature of the march, even to an
extent of as people were coming in the stadium they were searched by marshals.

I need also to make the point that the marshals as it was mentioned, they were well trained long before the march and on the day of
the march, 6 o'clock in the morning they assembled at the stadium to get the briefing. 1,200 Of the marshals were organised right
through the length and breadth of the region and the march started at 12 o'clock with approximately 80,000 people participating. The
march paused at a number of intervals along the route while marshals ensured better control.

During the procession of the march on the South African side of the border, no problems were experienced at all. At this point SADF,
traffic police and South African Police personnel accompanied us right through as we were moving up but surprisingly, Chair,
approximately when we were about one kilometre away from the Ciskei border, the South African Police and SADF seized to
accompany the march.

At approximately 1 o'clock together with Mr Ronnie Kasrils, Andrew Hendriks and Donnay Kunie, amongst others, I travelled ahead in
a bakkie driven by Doctor Chippie Olwer to assess the situation at the border and to see what the possibilities were of entering Bisho.

At the border we found that the road had been cordoned off with razor wire set in such a way that the marchers would be headed to
the left towards the stadium. There was a strong Ciskei Security Force presence along the right-hand ridge near the Ciskei
government buildings and directly ahead at other government installations.

At this point the peace monitors John Hall and Anton Geldenhuys and members of the press were informed that the marches would
arrive within plus or minus 20 minutes and although they were determined, they were disciplined. They were unarmed and peaceful. It
was also made clear to the peace monitors that the march would culminate in the holding of a people's assembly in Bisho CBD.

When we continued onto the stadium it was noticed that there was a gap approximately ten metres wide in the fencing surrounding the
stadium where it had been flattened as we learned later. This gap was situated towards the north of the stadium. This route potentially
provided no obstruction to the march. CDF members were visible to the right-hand side almost 250 metres away at the radio station.
On the left of the gap there appeared to be an unobstructed path which would give access to Bisho's CBD. It was believed that we
could veer westwards to the left to avoid any confrontation with the soldiers.

We thereafter returned to the head of the march and informed the march leaders what we had seen. Agreement was reached by the
collective leadership on the plan of entry and a decision was taken that the march would split in two. The first section led by Chris, by
Cyril Rhamaphosa and would continue to the border while the other which would include Ronnie Kasrils, Chris Hani, Linda Mnti and
myself amongst others, would enter the stadium and attempt to enter Bisho via the gap in the fence.

We are firmly of the opinion that this would be safe as there were no security personnel visible in this particular area and would not
imagine that the soldiers would open fire particularly since our plan was to avoid coming into contact with them. At approximately
13:25 the march arrived at the border and the leadership deployed themselves as per arrangement. The section I was in then entered
the stadium. On emerging through the gap in the fence we managed to move very fast through the veld and had managed to cover
approximately 50 metres before the first volley of shots rang out. We immediately dived to the ground for cover. There had been no
prior warning of any sort that such drastic measures would be taken.

There is no doubt in my mind that it would seem as though the gap in the fence was left for the express purpose of luring us as
marchers through it, particularly as it was later learned that there was a unit of soldiers hidden to the west of the gap, with a direct line
of fire at oncoming marchers.

There was a lull in the shooting which led marchers to believe that it was all over. This was obviously another ploy to wreak maximum
havoc amongst marchers, as another volley was released catching marchers again by surprise as they were attempting to regain their
composure.



I believe that it was this second volley, Chair, that accounted for the majority of casualties. After this volley I made my way back to the
main road assisting Ronnie Kasrils with his injured bodyguard Bushy Vanqui. At this point, seeing the deceased and injured strewn
across all over, I became aware of the full scope and extent of this massacre which had accounted for 28 lives and injured almost 200.
It shocked and stunned us all to see the brutal and hideous carnage that had taken place. It must once again be clearly stated, Chair
and the members of the Commission, that at no point prior to our, and our move, prior to or during the shooting, was there any
provocation by marchers nor were the lives of the CDF forces in any danger, nor were there any attempts by the Security Forces to
exercise any form of accepted crowd control, nor was there any obstacles placed in the way of the march through the gap in the
stadium fence, nor were there any instructions or signs made by the CDF to indicate what the marchers may or may not do, nor was
there any warning given of possible actions that might be taken by the CDF to stop the march.

These facts together with the fact that the CDF forces opened fire on the march across its entire flank almost simultaneously and that
this fire continued uninterrupted for some minutes in the first volley before erupting again in the second volley, leads me to conclude
that this massacre was premeditated. On the part of the CDF the seconded SADF officers that commanded them and the Pretoria
regime of F W de Klerk were clearly the culprits in this brutal massacre. It was them who were responsible for the killings and must
now confess and tell the truth if reconciliation is to be achieved and mean anything. I would like to briefly draw the attention of this
hearing to the further terror that was unleashed on the people on the days immediately after the massacre. These attacks included the
unforgettable and unforgivable cold-blooded murder of the Budd family who were in their 70's asleep and posing no threat at
Umzubumfu near Alice. The brutal assault of four elderly villagers including a 70 year old man by soldiers in the village of Ngwele on
the 9th September 1992.

Similar random attacks took place at Zwelitsha, Massingata, Dimbaza, Digititana and many other places on the days following the
march. As if this was not enough, further in Zwelitsha on the 9th September a school principal, Jeff Nculombo on his way to the shop
was shot and killed by CDF members.

On the 10th September 1992, a 22 year old youth Pagamisa Pike was beaten to death by soldiers in headman's house at Digititana. A
grenade and petrol bombs were hurled at an ANC executive member Themba Mbasabeni's house. On the 11th September 1992
another 22 year old youth Malusi Ngobo was shot dead by CDF soldier Blackie Mgamba in Peddie. On the same date in Mildrift, four
ANC members were arrested and detained, again under Section 26. Also on the 11th September 1992, two villagers were shot and
injured by CDF members dropped from a helicopter at Tembeni village near King William's Town.

This reign of terror, Chair, continued until the installation of the Interim Administration. In the so-called Ciskei just before the national
general elections, killer death squads bent on murdering and maiming people who happened to oppose this regime, roamed the area.

Examples of this include on the 16th December 1993 such a squad attempted to kill Mr Sam Kwelita now a provincial member of
parliament as he was alighting from his vehicle at his home in Dimbaza. On the 23rd December 1993 Mongezi Dudula another teacher
was slain while entering his home also in Dimbaza. There is a case presently underway where Mr Mquoana a senior ADM official and
others that are indicated in such killer squads. It is alleged that a hit list bearing the names of various activists and a large quantity of
weapons was also found in this process.

In conclusion, Chair, I would like to say more and more of such incidents proved that the Gqozo Regime was determined to quench
their thirst with more and more blood of the innocent and that they were not worth rationalising with at all. Ultimately what was proved
by this march was that freedom and basic human rights cannot be withheld from people even if they have to stare down the barrel of a
gun. Such atrocities as committed by the Ciskei Regime, all its strength and the resolve of our people to continue struggling for
freedom even if one's life was the sacrifice.

We remember all our fallen heroes and heroines, their sacrifice has not been in vain. We honour them and their families in the
democratic South Africa. I hope that this Commission will manage to extract the truth on all issues raised in this statement and
beyond. I am extremely grateful for having been offered an opportunity to put the statement. I thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Thank you very much Mr Ngonyama. I am going to ask my, my colleagues may be wanting to ask questions for
clarification. Doctor Boraine?

DR BORAINE:

Thank you very much for the very helpful statement. I would like to refer to your statement, well a few questions so let me refer first to
page 7. You mentioned that one kilometre from the Ciskei border the SAP and SADF ceased to accompany the march. Did any of
their leaders give you or any of your co-leaders indication as to why they broke away, and I can understand if it was crossing the
border, there may have been some clash, but one kilometre from the border, was there any indication, any announcement?

MR NGONYAMA:



Well we did not ... [indistinct] go back to ask them the reason why they were remaining behind.

DR BORAINE:

But they didn't volunteer anything?

MR NGONYAMA:

They did not volunteer anything.

DR BORAINE:

On page 8 at the very top and this refers back to some of the earlier questions we were asking of Mr Rhamaphosa. You say it was
also made clear to the peace monitors that the march would culminate in the CBD. Did they react in any way, any of their leaders, did
they try to say don't do it or did they say that's fine, did they have any reaction at all?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well at the time when we stressed the peaceful nature of the march and the fact that the march would culminate into a people's
assembly in the Bisho CBD, the peace monitors and I did stress the fact that we need to be very, very careful in as far as maintaining
order and of the march itself and but we stressed the fact that we would definitely go through and get into the people's assembly at the
Bisho CBD.

DR BORAINE:

There has been some speculation I understand, that the gap in the fence which is obviously very critical to the whole story, that that
particular gap was caused by the first march, August the 6th was it, and that it simply had not been repaired. Have you any knowledge
of this at all?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well definitely subsequent to the march itself and when we were doing our study it was made very clear to us that that gap was
flattened during that 6th August and march.

DR BORAINE:

Then onto paragraph 25 on page 9, just a brief question there, but a very important one because it ties up again with the questions
asked by the Reverend Bongani Finca a little earlier. You say that it was later learned that there was a unit of soldiers hidden to the
west of the gap. Now how did you learn that?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well this was, it came as a result of and at the reports that we received after the march itself, that definitely there were soldiers that
were hidden on the other side.

DR BORAINE:

A final question. On page 10 paragraph 28, you say that for various reasons [and I won't repeat all your words] you conclude that this
massacre was premeditated.

Now that is a very, very serious charge as I'm sure you understand. I want to ask you is there any possibility in your mind that another
reason may have been, and remember you were there, I wasn't there so I'm trying to learn from you, but trying to understand it myself,
was there a possibility that the people in charge, the people who actually gave the order to fire, rather than having a premeditated plan
actually panicked rather than had a carefully …[indistinct] I don't know, that's one of the things we are trying to find out. What is your
view?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well my view is that there is definitely, there was no panic at all because they had all the necessary facilities to communicate with us
and warn us and to utterly stop and they could have given quite a number of reasons why they feel that we should stop, or even give
whatever other kinds of warnings and use whatever other means to try and bring obstacle to us from advancing but they did not do
that. They took a decision to use extreme methods of killing the people. That is why I say it is definitely premeditated.

DR BORAINE:



Mr Ngonyama thank you very much. If my questions sometimes appear a little clinical you will appreciate that we, this is our job, but I
do want to conclude by saying that I'm very grateful that you are alive and that I sympathise with you very deeply for the horrific
experience that you and so many others must have had on that fateful day. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Sebisi Klundu?

MR KLUNDU:

Thank you sir.

CHAIRPERSON:

Sir I'd like you to tell the Commission why, about, according to your opinion was this intention to go to the CBD, was it a way of
breaking the government because you realised that there was no other way in which you could make an impact and enough of an
impact to overthrow the government and also show the magistrates that you went all out to do, to go about things in a lawful peaceful
manner.

MR KLUNDU:

It was not our intention that whether there was and whether or not that we are going to do this. Our intention was to communicate to all
the authorities to get them on board to understand the seriousness of the situation in the area. That was definitely the reason. We had
to inform the authorities. That was the situation.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Can I just add with the permission of the Chairperson. You say, was there another way to show that you do not agree with that
government and the methods the government was using to shoot and kill. You people had one weapon and that was your march to
show the government that you did not want ... [indistinct] and did you have any other way besides this weapon of this march to show
them?

MR NGONYAMA:

No there was no other way especially since we had negotiated in various forms and days just before the march, a proposal was made
by the churches for the holding of a referendum within a period of 21 days and that time noble proposal was never responded to
positively by the South African Regime. We had tried various means to express ourselves.

On many occasions as I've referred to in my statement, even when people were holding meetings ... [indistinct] those were frustrated
because they were being attacked. There was absolutely no other, I mean this was the most peaceful way, the non-violent way of
expressing ourselves, especially that we are unarmed completely.

This method that we used tallied with the international way of expressing ourselves through non-violent means but at the same time
informing the powers that be that this is the course that we are going to take. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Reverend Bongani Finca?

REV FINCA:

Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like to ask Mr Ngonyama, at the time that the alliance took a decision to go to the CBD in certain
ways and in that way it would defy the Court Order. Did the allies realise at the time that Brigadier Gqozo had taken a decision that he
was also not going to adhere to the conditions of the order in a sense that he would not allow the march to proceed to the stadium
even though the Court Order had said that it should be allowed to proceed to the stadium. We were already aware that there was
defiance on his side on this particular issue.

MR NGONYAMA:

Well at that time we were not aware that he wouldn't allow us to get into the stadium, especially that even ... end of Tape 4, side A ...

CHAIRPERSON:

... [indistinct]



UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Thank you Mr Chair. There is just one question I want to put to you Comrade Smuts Ngonyama but before that I just want to say I'm
personally pleased that you have come because at least one thing is going to be clear today.

There have been a number of people who have been confronting me and saying I was also in that march and no attempt by me to say
no I was doing a case in Lady Frere on that day, has been able to convince anyone - said no you were there, and I'm sure it was
because they thought I was you or you ... [indistinct]. Anyway there is this question of the weapons. You have alluded to it and I think
we have to deal with it. You have alluded it in this fashion, you have said you as the organisers or as the leaders of that march were
intending to make sure that it was a peaceful march, that no people were armed and all that and you know the marshals and I
suppose the leadership wanted to make sure that no one was carrying any weapons.

Now you will be aware that there have been two reports and my unit has gone into those reports and have presented a report where
one of the reports, and that is the Pickhard report, says whilst it cannot be justified to call the march an armed invasion, there were
some weapons on the marchers. They say there were two handguns, that's what the report says, that there were two handguns which
were found dropped on the scene and a video footage suggests one person had a long rifle and that the press and the clergy were
reported to have seen weapons in the crowd. The press and the clergy reported seeing weapons in the crowds. Now I just would like
your own comment about that. I'm not saying whether you saw that but this is the report that I have which is based on the Pickhard
report.

MR NGONYAMA:

Well in my own assessment, due to the fact that we had actually stressed the peaceful nature of the march, we did not allow any
exceptions in the rule. That is why we made it sure that each and every person that got into the stadium was searched and that was
the situation to us as the leadership, and unfortunately as part of the leadership as part of the strategising committee of the region I
was called by Judge Pickhard even to actually testify on that I would say then that that would be his personal position especially that
we were seeing him part and parcel of the Ciskei Regime at the time.

CHAIRPERSON:

... [indistinct]

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Mr Ngonyama, I am going to ask you a question which I have asked before to some of the witnesses who appeared this morning.
Right at the time the members of the Ciskei Defence Force opened fire, were the people in the march in any way a danger to the
soldiers themselves or the buildings around, if any buildings around, if any buildings at all?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well as I've stated in my statement, it is beyond reasonable doubt that there was no danger posed, no threat at all that was posed by
the march of plus or minus 80,000 people to the Ciskei soldiers.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

There has been an allegation that on the day in question, some of the members of the CDF were not even on duty officially. Are you
aware of that allegation?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well I'm not very very aware of that, in fact we were not aware of that allegation before but later we did get that kind of information.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Is it perhaps in any way possible that members of the Ciskei Defence Force could have used this as an opportunity to revenge
themselves, given that there was a very bad relationship between them and the community, if not one of animosity at the time.

MR NGONYAMA:

Well to me that would be neither here nor there. The issue is them being the instruments of the State and them being used to kill the
people. To me that is where the primary issue is, the lives of the people that were slaughtered on the day. Whether that was done in
the pretext of revenge or to perpetuate the situation in the area, to me it is really immaterial. Thank you.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:



Thank you Mr Ngonyama. Thank you Chair.

CHAIRPERSON:

Mapula Ramashala?

MS RAMASHALA:

Thank you Chairperson. Mr Ngonyama I refer you to page 9, paragraph 26 where you say there was a lull in the shooting which led
marchers to believe that it was all over and then there was a second volley and in your opinion, accounted for the majority of
casualties. Could you just give us some ideas about what triggered that second volley?

MR NGONYAMA:

Well I won't be able to give the reasons why the second volley took place. As I stated in my statement that my only assumption is the
fact that this was another ploy to wreak maximum havoc, to actually take people by surprise when all of us think that it is all over and
we begin to stand up and walk.

For instance, myself, if I were to explain my personal experience, I was actually shouted down by a comrade that was next to me
because I was standing up to go and assist a comrade that was gunned down in front of me and I was told that I must lie down again.
And at that very time the second volley had actually started. So to me in my own assumption, this was another ploy to wreak
maximum havoc.

MS RAMASHALA:

I believe that psychologically in order for us to determine that this was a planned encounter, the question I need to ask is there was,
the lull seemed to be orchestrated because everyone stopped at the same time, or the firing stopped at the same time and then the
second volley started at the same time. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I am talking and you are also talking. Thank you very much for the submission you have made. The speaker's
microphone is not on. The speaker's microphone is not on. It would help us, thank you for your submission which would help us to
draw as complete a picture as possible of the human rights violations that have happened as a result of the conflict of the past during
this period.

Thank you very much. Order please. Because they didn't applaud for you it doesn't mean they don't like you. Oh I see the Premiere is
here too. We welcome you. You may applaud for him. I suggest that we take a break. ... end of Tape 4, side B ...

... and we would just want to welcome Mr Pik Botha. Do you hear me? No. I want to say that we would like to bid you a hearty
welcome and I am going to bite my tongue, maybe I should just speak English. We appreciate the fact that you have taken the time to
come here and be with us, to come and make your submission and to come and give evidence. We are sure that you will enable us to
have an important perspective on the event that we are investigating.

We expect that - that you will perhaps give us a written, I mean, you will give us a copy of you submission? A copy is being made, all
right, right you are. Thank you very much. Without much ado then we hand over to you.
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MR BOTHA:

Thank you Mr Chairperson, honourable members of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and thank you for the invitation from the
right Reverend Finca.. It was actually started by Dr Boraine. I appreciate the invitation. As we are moving out of public life, the private
life can become lonely at times so I thought it, myself it would be a good thing if I could come here and give my perspective and some
information on the tragic events which you are considering.

May I just warn that I really only have one copy of my submission. I've been working, Mr Chairperson, very hard on this the past few
days, I had to work through three to four thousand pages of documentation and the copies that I handed over would not be amended,
would not be corrected or edited. I would gladly make afterwards available photocopies if there is time. The tragic events at Bisho on 7
September 1992 stunned South Africa and the world.

Time constraints will not allow me to deal fully with the many and varied facets which surround this tragedy. It happened in the
darkness of despair which took hold of the country after the high hopes inspired by the progress made since February 1990, after
those high hopes suddenly came to an end in June 1992 with the suspension of bilateral talks between the then South African
government and the ANC.

You will recall how the country rejoiced at the release of Mr Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners on 11 February 1990. This
was followed by the first meeting at Groote Schuur between the government and the ANC on 2, 3 and 4 May 1990, establishing a
working group to attend to the immediate obstacles to Constitutional negotiations. Then followed the Pretoria Minute of 6 August 1990
concluding with the following words which were, in my opinion, striking. I quote:

'We, that is the ANC and the then South African government, we are convinced that what we have agreed upon today can become a
milestone on the road to true peace and prosperity for our country. In this way we do not pretend to be the only parties involved in the
process of shaping the new South Africa. We know that there are other parties committed to the peaceful process. All of us can
henceforth walk that road in consultation and co-operation with each other. We call upon all those who have not yet committed
themselves to peaceful negotiation to do so now.'

During the 1991 session of parliament, numerous discriminatory enactment’s were repealed including the Lands Act of 1913 and
1936, the Group Areas Act of 1966, the Population Registration Act of 1950 which was, in my opinion, the keystone of apartheid. That
also fell under the axe bringing to an end the era of institutionalised racial discrimination. As the pillars of apartheid fell one after the
other, South Africa was placed on an irreversible course of reform towards becoming a full democracy on the African continent.

On 12 February 1991 the so-called D F Malan Accord was concluded in Cape Town comprising the following. I quote:

'It was agreed that the African National Congress would not allow attacks by means of armaments, firearms, explosives of incinerary
devices, infiltration of men and material, creation of underground structures, statements inciting violence, threats of armed action or
training inside South Africa. The democratic process [this is important] obliges all political parties and movements to participate in this
process peacefully and without resort to the use of force. The population at large has the right to express its views through peaceful
demonstrations. Violence and intimidation from whatever quarter accompanying mass action should be eliminated. Peaceful political
activities and stability must be promoted.'



That's what we agreed with the ANC. The signing of the National Peace Accord on 14 September 1991 was hailed as another
important milestone on South Africa's course of reform. The National Peace Accord was intended to promote peace and prosperity in
violence stricken communities and for South Africa as a whole. It contained recognition of certain fundamental rights in order to ensure
democratic political activity. These include freedom of conscience and belief, freedom of speech and expression, freedom of
association, peaceful assembly, freedom of movement and free participation in political activity.

Soon thereafter on 21 December 1991 followed the Declaration of Intent at the convention for a democratic South Africa, the World
Trade Centre. Nineteen organisations and parties met at the World Trade Centre on 20 and 21 December 1992 for a meeting which
later became known [1991 I'm sorry] as CODESSA 1. The parties declared their solemn commitment to, I quote:

'Bring about an undivided South Africa with one nation sharing a common citizenship, patriotism and loyalty. Work to heal the divisions
of the past, to secure the advancement of all and to establish a free and open society based on democratic values. Strive to improve
the life of all our people and ensure equal opportunities and social justice for all South Africans.'

The Declaration of Intent was signed by 17 of the 19 organisations. The IFP objected to the concept of a unitary government which
according to them did not leave enough room for federalism. The Bophuthatswana government stated that it wished to keep its options
open. All 19 parties including the two non-signatories, however, participated freely in the work of all five working groups. Much work
awaited the various structures created by CODESSA 1. South Africa was experiencing a decisive period in its history. A premier
meeting of CODESSA took place on 15 and 16 May 1992 to consider the reports of the various working groups. A crisis struck the
proceedings.

I do not intend to deal with that crisis today. It almost wrecked the negotiations. Indeed it suddenly became clear that the more
important parties would have to face more severe obstacles than was generally believed up to that point. And then came Boipatong 17
June 1992. As could be expected, the massacre unleashed intense emotions and set suspicions on fire which almost crushed all
hopes of a peaceful negotiating process to resolve South Africa's Constitutional crisis. The ANC called off all further bilateral
discussions with the government. I remember this announcement well. I was acting State President on 21 June 1992 when the
announcement was made.

I called for urgent talks with the ANC to consider all the facts and issues surrounding the Boipatong massacre and reaffirmed the
government's commitment to negotiations with the ANC and other parties but the future then looked unstable and dark, and yet I knew
from my experience with the negotiations on Namibia's independence that the government and the ANC would have to talk again and I
said so publicly repeatedly. There simply was no alternative. They did so on 26 September 1992 when a new beginning was agreed to
and a record of understanding was agreed to on that day but Mr Chairperson, between June and September 1992 events occurred
which kept the country on the brink of disaster.

The massacre at Bisho on 7 September was such an event. This tragedy was preceded by an equally explosive event on 4 August.
The ANC had planned a march on Bisho on that day as part of the ANC's mass action campaign. How did the landscape look at which
I found myself as Minister of Foreign Affairs, you may quite rightly ask.

Negotiating the Komati Accord, Rhodesia's independence and the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola to pave the way for South
West Africa's independence, stand out in my life as rewarding work which enriched my life. Managing relations with Transkei,
Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei was the most depressing and distressing experience of my life. I inherited the nightmare of an
impossible dream.

Independent black states with presidents, prime ministers, parliaments, cabinets and heads of departments like other states, yes, and
capitals and airports. In one case even a snow plough to be operative at the airport after a representative of the country learned from
an airport official in Canada that snow ploughs are normal equipment at international airports. It sounds funny but it isn't. It is sad,
immensely sad.

By the time Brigadier Gqozo assumed power in Ciskei after a coup on 4 March 1990 my officials, the Development Bank of Southern
Africa and I had already devoted much of our time, too much perhaps, to restore a modicum of order in the financial mess which
embroiled the so-called TBVC states. Sovereignty was the boomerang. The moment I tried to exert pressure the response was that
they were independent states and that the Minister of Foreign Affairs had as much authority to interfere with the running of their
countries as he had in the case of Britain or any other foreign state.

The only consolation I have of this part of my career, this depressing part is that I thwarted the independence of a fifth calamity
KwaNdabele. The cabinet was on the point of approving its independence arrangements when I proposed a number of conditions
which would have entailed direct control of all the finances of the would-be new state, a prohibition on a casino, no broadcasting
structures and a number of other features normally associated with independence. I knew beforehand that my conditions would not be
acceptable for the leaders of KwaNdabele and that ended their dream, or nightmare of becoming independent.

My first major objective in normalising relations with the Ciskei after the coo was to negotiate an agreement which would give the



South African government a say in some of the affairs of Ciskei, only some of them. Brigadier Gqozo however, on his part had a
different opinion. I made it clear to the new military leader that in future the head of state of Ciskei would no longer have the unfettered
authority to appoint his cabinet all by himself. I insisted that the South African government would designate the encumbrance of
certain cabinet posts, just some of them.

Brigadier Gqozo however objected. He said that he should have the right to approve our nominees. He argued that such a provision
was in reality a humiliation and an inroad on his sovereignty. Why, he asked, should Ciskei suffer this humiliation. The record of the
other three independent states was not better, he said, than Ciskei. There he had a point. It was accordingly agreed that South Africa
and I quote:

'Shall designate suitably qualified persons who are acceptable to Ciskei to be appointed as ministers in the following portfolios in
Ciskei.

[a] Economic affairs, finance and state administration, the incumbent of which portfolio should ex officio serve in the
legislature.

[b] Justice.

[c] Transport and public works.

[d] Agriculture.'

Then followed a detailed programme, that was my agreement with him, of commitments and responsibilities which Ciskei undertook to
implement as part of the envisaged financial and economic adjustment plan. The agreement was signed by Brigadier Gqozo and I on
26 February 1991. For a time I thought it might work but it did not. I did not at that time foresee how Brigadier Gqozo's stature would
grow within the ranks [I emphasise within the ranks] of a group which was formed by Bophuthatswana, Ciskei, KwaZulu, the
Conservative Party and the Afrikaner Volks Unie, shortly after the government and the ANC agreed to the record of understanding on
26 September 1992.

The group was called The Concerned South Africans Groups, COSAG and was formed out of their opposition to the record of
understanding which they rejected. Brigadier Gqozo became a protected member of COSAG. Whenever I made the slightest hint that
coercive measures could be taken against Ciskei, I was attacked by the leaders of the group expressing solidarity with Brigadier
Gqozo.

Relations became strained and acrimonious. The secondment of officials who refuse to tow his line were terminated and replaced by
inept, inexperienced persons. At one stage he refused to have any communication with our ambassador here in Bisho. I spent much
time considering ways and means to have him removed as head of state particularly after the killing of Mongwane Onward Gonzana
and Charles Zante Sebe, by Ciskei Security Forces.

My legal advisors told me that there was no constitutional way to do so. I personally suggested to him on more than one occasion that
he should resign. I can dwell for hours on the distressing relations which existed between us. I am not here today, however, to pass
judgement. After all, all of us stand to be judged one day and I am painfully aware of my own sins and failures.

However, the facts concerning our relationship should be made known, that is what this honourable Commission want me to do.
Brigadier Gqozo himself described that relationship in a number of communications. After a television programme in which I
participated on 4 August 1992, the day on which the first ANC march took place, he conveyed the following sentiments to me. I quote
from his letter:

'The Ciskei government wants to lodge a strong protest in connection with the incorrect presentation of events in Ciskei on 4 August
1992 by the Honourable Minister during last night's Agenda programme on SABC TV. As far as the Ciskei government is concerned
the Agenda presentation was a misrepresentation of the actual facts at a time when even the final outcome of the mass action was still
in the balance. The manner in which the situation was portrayed by the Minister negated the restraint and responsible way in which
the Ciskei government had handled the situation and gave undeserved credit to the ANC.'

On 31 August 1992 in reaction to a meeting which my Deputy Minister had with the judge, Judge Claasen, presiding at the inquest into
the killings of the late Mr Ganzsana and Charles Sebe, Brigadier Gqozo despatched the following letter to President F W de Klerk. I
quote:

'There can be no doubt in your government's mind that I have been continually supportive and positively committed to the moderate
alliance which previously existed between our governments. It is surprising that all this has been in vain. I am totally disillusioned by
recent occurrences. I refer particularly to the visit by your Deputy Minister and his [indistinct] to me on Friday 28 August.

I wish to record at some length my dismay and disappointment at the messages he conveyed and particularly the attitude and motive



of your government, if correctly reflected in your Deputy Minister's conduct. Without obtaining facts, your government saw fit to judge
the decisions of my cabinet and indeed resolve that you could no longer regard me or the Ciskei as an alley.

Your government proceeded to advise me that I should act against the advice of four advocates in the trial and give verbal evidence
after I had undertaken to file affidavits and submit to interrogatories. Your officials made contact with the presiding judge and I am left
with the impression that your government is interfering in the due process of our courts. While I have absolute faith in the Ciskei
Supreme Court bench, I see no reason why you should go behind my back to Judge Claasen.

Does this not constitute a mistrial? What messages were your officials convey, because of the real situation I'm compelled to suspect
the modus. I'm distressed and concerned by the attitude of your Deputy Minister and subordinates which implies that your government
was relying on the results of the inquest to remove me from Ciskei.

If Deputy Minister's attitude is correct, your government is not at all serious about reforms but is simply covering its own interest. Tricks
to use the inquest to get rid of me will not work, he said. I will be recording to the Supreme Court that I find your contact with the judge
to be indefensible. You could have checked with me or my officials, the normal channels, a route your officials arrogantly disregarded.

We are not only fighting the ANC SACP because of their despicable policies of intimidation, arrogance, violence and domination but
are called upon to defend ourselves against your government practising the same evil against Ciskei when we so desperately need to
develop. Please do not underestimate our determination to resist the ANC SACP tactics. We would hate to have to resist your
government's tactics with the same vehemence.'

President de Klerk responded inter alia as follows.

'I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 31 August and at the outset to express concern at the tone of your letter and in
particular at the inferences which you have made and conclusions drawn about my government's motives. Accordingly I would like to
clarify certain fundamental issues. The South African government scrupulously respects the independence of it judiciary as well as
that of Ciskei and other countries.

There can thus be no question of interference in the judicial process of Ciskei and any inference is totally devoid of any substance.
Regarding your references to discussion with Judge Claasen, the facts have been furnished to me as follows. In view of the urgency
and importance of the matter the Deputy Minister expressed a need to establish first hand before discussing the matter with you, the
following:

[a] What Mr Justice Claasen's time scale is for the further proceedings of the inquest and

[b] to have access to the exact remarks made by the judge on the question of submission of evidence to the court.

Mr Justice Claasen furnished the Deputy Minister with the requested information. The Chief Justice of Ciskei, Mr Justice Pickhard,
was present throughout the conversation and can confirm that no other matters were discussed. Even while the best of relationships
are maintained, issues of concern may and do arise from time to time. When that occurs, the two governments have responsibility to
accept each other's motive to resolve differences in open and frank discussions.

The future of our subcontinent is in the balance at the moment. I would appeal to you as a leader in an important region to continue to
support attempts to bring about the broader democratic dispensation which our common objective. I am sure you will agree that it is
imperative that the volatile situation in the Eastern Cape and surrounding areas should be diffused. I believe that through close co-
operation with the existing peace structures this could be achieved.

In this manner the possible loss of life in a confrontation which would have incalculable implications for all of us could be avoided. The
point I want to make, Mr Chairperson and Honourable Members, the point I want to make is that Brigadier Gqozo was in fact not a
puppet of the South African government. His government was dependant to a large extent on funds from the South African exchequer
that's true but so were Transkei and Venda. Bophuthatswana to a lesser extent. He could have done what another military leader did if
I exerted too much pressure on him, draining the civil servants' pension fund to pay current expenditure. It happened in the Transkei.

My department, in order to achieve discipline in fiscal matters, on occasion delayed transfers of funds to some of the TBVC states with
no orderly impact. The leaders lived like before. The hundreds of thousands of government employees would have paid the price.
They included police officers and nurses. They would simply not have received their own salaries.

If I could use the parallel of a building, I would say that the executive structures in the TBVC states, all of them at that time qualified for
demolishing, but if a bulldozer were to be chosen to do the job it could only be done with devastation to the valuable surroundings.

In any event as from the beginning of 1992 Working Group 4 of CODESSA 2 had the task to report on all proposals and make
recommendations with regard to the relationships between South Africa and the TBVC states and the people of these states under a
new South African Constitution.



From the reports submitted by Working Group 4 that the [indistinct] of CODESSA 2 on May 15 1992, it will be noticed that 18 of the 19
parties including Ciskei, including Ciskei shared the view that re-incorporating of the TBVC states into the new South Africa was
desirable. Only Bophuthatswana reiterated its preference for a non re-incorporating but stated that every option which promised a
better future or a future at least as good as its position at that time, would be regarded as a feasible and realistic option for
consideration. Again with the exception of Bophuthatswana all the parties including Ciskei agreed that: [and I quote]

'The TBVC states will participate in transition arrangements as proposed by Working Group 3 on the understanding that these
arrangements shall mutatis mutandis impact on the TVBC governments and territories in the same way as they impact on the South
African government and the RSA.'

I continue the quotation:

'The people of the TBVC states shall take part fully in the processes of Constitution making and transition arrangements including
elections as may be proposed by Working Groups 2 and 3. Their participation will be arranged in such a way that their votes in the
national election shall signify support for or rejection of re-incorporating. The results of such an election shall constitute a sufficient test
of the will of the people. South African citizenship will be restored to the citizens of all the TBVC states who would have been South
African citizens but for the Constitutional independence of the states, immediately after the testing of the will as envisaged.'

In addition, consensus was reached on a number of important issues relating to the practical ... end of Tape 5, side A ... African
government persuading those governments to comply with agreements reached in CODESSA as well as in the National Peace Accord
became an arduous and exacting task. This was the case with all four of them, not only Ciskei.

Indeed, Mr Chairperson, investigations into irregularities committed in the four states during the two or three years before re-
incorporating are still at this moment in process. We have not yet heard what went wrong. The countries still wait for the results of
what happened in Transkei, Ciskei, Bophuthatswana, Venda.

I have often been asked, I, you went to President Mangope one night in March 1994, that's now me, to inform him that he was no
longer president of Bophuthatswana. You deposed him. Why could you not have done the same with Oupa Gqozo? It is a fair
question. The answer is that the circumstances were different. By 1994 the Transition Executive Council was in place.

In August/September 1992 we had the report of Working Group 4 of CODESSA 2 but no agreed mechanism to deal with the
deteriorating situation in Ciskei. Indeed the opposite was the case. Bilateral talks between the government and the ANC were
suspended, a vacuum, a vacuum filled with bewilderment, fear, uncertainty, suspicion, controversy, bellicosity, provocation and
threats.

Up to 7 September 1992 I firmly believed that agreement between opposing parties anywhere in the world was not impossible on
condition that both were brought to realise that conflict would not resolve the dispute. The events of 7 September 1992 severely
damaged that belief particularly after the peaceful outcome of the 4 August march.

Another important point of difference between President Mangope's retirement in 1994 and Brigadier Gqozo's rule in 1992 is the fact
that Brigadier Gqozo at that time, still had the support of his Security Forces and senior personnel. The ANC was aware of this
situation hence a special pamphlet which was distributed shortly before 7 September 1992 in which a direct and earnest call was
made by the ANC to all Ciskei civil servants and Security Forces to refuse to carry out Brigadier Gqozo's orders and to join the people
in ending his rule.

Brigadier Gqozo's rule finally came to an end on 23 March 1994 when he himself called me to say that he had come to the conclusion
that he should relinquish power in an attempt to reduce the growing tension. I immediately agreed and obtained President de Klerk's
concurrence to appoint the Right Reverend Bongani Finca and South African ambassador Peter Goosen as joint administrators of
Ciskei. The two gentlemen fulfilled their onerous task in the most exemplary way.

The same can be said about Professor Chart van der Walt and Mr Jock Magora who were appointed as joint administrators of
Bophuthatswana. The agreements on these appointments partially restored my faith in the capacity of opposing parties to bridge
suspicion and mistrust and in a spirit of give and take, to arrive at realistic solutions in the interest of both.

I would like to deal now with the 4 August 1992 ANC march because that has never been well documented and I will, in the course of
my presentation, for the first time reveal certain facts. Fearing violence during the march planned for 4 August 1992 I decided to send
Deputy Minister Renier Schoeman who was then Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, to Bisho, to assist our ambassador in negotiating
an agreement allowing the ANC march under conditions acceptable to Brigadier Gqozo's government and the ANC.

It was a time when passions were reaching boiling point, aggravated by killings, burning of businesses and homes by both sides.
Brigadier Gqozo refused to allow the march. The ANC insisted that they had the right to protest peacefully.

I agreed that the ANC had this right and exert pressure on Brigadier Gqozo to allow the march. At a meeting between Brigadier Gqozo



and Deputy Minister Schoeman at 12h00 on 3 August 1992 Brigadier Gqozo said that his government had given clear reasons why it
was not allowing mass action in Ciskei.

The mass action was a result of the ANC's failure to negotiate at CODESSA he said. It was aimed at discrediting President de Klerk,
Chief Minister Buthelezi, himself and others. The ANC was thus not welcome in Ciskei. The marchers were also not welcome.

The ANC had conducted the mock trial of Brigadier Gqozo in South Africa. They had also done much damage in Ciskei, for example
setting vehicles alight. Brigadier Gqozo added that the UN, the United Nations could not observe marchers in Ciskei because no
marches would be allowed to take place.

Outsiders were trying to force their will on Ciskei by arranging marches. The government would use it's Security Forces to stop any
marchers and turn them back. The United Nations observers were not welcome in Ciskei since they would be entering Ciskei with the
enemy, it is the marchers. However they could visit Ciskei on the initiative of the Ciskei government. The latter would brief them on the
situation and let them speak to the victims of violence. Brigadier Gqozo said that whenever he asked for a meeting with the South
African government, it took some time to get a response, yet if the SA government had a problem affecting Ciskei it expected Brigadier
Gqozo to grant an immediate meeting to discuss the problem.

In addition his perception was that the South African government was prepared to speak only to the ANC. Deputy Minister Schoeman
responded by pointing out that Brigadier Gqozo as a respected leader, should ensure that he emerges from the present situation in
better shape than beforehand. If there is concrete evidence that the ANC intends to topple his government by way of mass action, he
should bring this evidence to the attention of the United Nations Security Council. There are many more ways to deal with the
proposed march than by banning it.

Brigadier Gqozo had projected himself as a reasonable person at the United Nations. He should now handle the situation in a manner
in which he retains the moral high ground.

As regards the UN observers, Deputy Minister Schoeman urged him to allow them to observe activities in Ciskei. This would not
preclude him from registering his strongest objections to the activities of the ANC. He should focus on aspects which place him in a
positive light. That was the advice my Deputy Minister endeavoured to give him.

Brigadier Gqozo remained unbending. It was clear that it was, that he was not in a mood for negotiating. According to Deputy Minister
Schoeman his view was that Ciskei would take the responsibility for any repercussions arising out of his halting of the march.

Brigadier Gqozo added, Ciskei did not have sufficient security personnel to protect the lives, property and interest of Ciskei citizens.
The only way to do this was to stop the marchers entering Ciskei. If they were to enter Ciskei they would run amok. This shortcoming
could be blamed on South Africa. In 1990 when Ciskei wanted to increase its Security Forces, South Africa would not provide the
funds. South Africa said at the time that it was entering a new Constitutional phase and that all matters should be viewed in a regional
context. The South African Security Forces could assist the Ciskei in times of need.

Ciskei and South Africa also had a non-aggressive pact in terms of which the one country would not allow its territory to be used as a
springboard to launch attacks against the other country. Ciskei would appreciate it if South Africa would deploy its forces at certain key
points. However this would not change Ciskei's attitude concerning the stopping of the march the next day.

Ciskei had made it quite clear to all citizens that it would not tolerate marches in Ciskei. It had told its citizens to go about their normal
tasks. Public servants had been told that they faced a dismissal if they did not come to work during the mass action campaign. The
result was that the attendance figure was higher than usual. To allow marches at this stage would be tantamount to losing face.

If Ciskei were to permit marches, the Brigadier said, it would involve itself in mass action. This would not reflect favourably on Ciskei's
strength. Also the ANC would derive favourable publicity from the change in attitude. The United Nations observers can be told that
they should approach the Ciskei government in the first instance, the government will brief them, show them around and show them
how it stops marches.

Deputy Minister Schoeman succeeded, at least succeeded in persuading Brigadier Gqozo to allow the UN monitory team and National
Peace Committee to enter Ciskei as long as they were not seen to be part and parcel of the ANC march. Later that afternoon, that is
now 3 August, Mr Chairperson, Brigadier Gqozo telephoned our ambassador and requested that South African troops guard key
installations in Ciskei. His humble attitude the afternoon contrasted sharply with his behaviour earlier that day.

The South African ambassador then sent the following message to me in Pretoria:

'The Ciskei government recently requested the assistance of South Africa in guarding certain key installations in Ciskei. The request
was repeated today. Arising from incidents of plundering and arson which had already taken place in Mdantsane today, the embassy
supports the request by the Ciskei government for additional troops in Ciskei. Our department, i.e. Foreign Affairs, should thus
recommend that the South African Defence Force should deploy additional troops within Ciskei with the specific task of guarding the



factories in the industrial areas. The same troops will serve as a stand-by to protect strategic key points in King William's Town if
necessary.'

I then requested the ambassador to arrange an urgent meeting with Admiral Burt Bekker [Minister of Finance here in Ciskei], Mr
Jimmy van der Merwe [Minister of Posts here and of Telecommunications and Public Works], General Victor [who was Commissioner
of Police], and Brigadier Olche [Chief of the Ciskei Defence Force.] I urged our ambassador to ask these persons to persuade
Brigadier Gqozo to allow the march planned for the next day.

The meeting took place on the evening of 3 August. During the meeting it became clear that all the arguments put forward earlier that
day by Deputy Minister Schoeman were unacceptable politically. There had been cases of arson that afternoon.

The problem was that approval had been given for a rally at Mdantsane but the approval was withdrawn later. The people went from
the site of the rally to the centre of the town. On the way they started veld fires. They burnt down the Ciskei Building Society building.
They tried to burn down the telephone exchange. They destroyed some other buildings. The Ciskei Security Services had 250 men on
the ground who would shoot persons caught in the act of arson.

The meeting that evening lasted for two and a half hours. It was the considered opinion of Admiral Bekker and his colleagues that
Brigadier Gqozo could not be swayed to change his mind. He was too deeply compromised. On the question of South African troop
deployment, my staff felt that our troops should be on duty in King William's Town to protect the town and South African interests.

On the morning of 4 August the situation was thus that two companies comprising 180 policemen had been stationed in King William's
Town. There were only a few people arriving at the stadium in King William's Town early the morning. Permission for the use of the
stadium had been granted until 16h00. At my request our ambassador sent a note to the Ciskei government again warning them of the
serious and negative consequences which would ensue if any harm came to the UN observers. At about 11h00 there were about
1,000 people at the stadium. Droves of taxis were on their way to the stadium. The UN observer and five persons from the Peace
Secretariat were meeting with the Ciskei cabinet at my request. It was reported later to me that an agreement had been reached
between the ANC [represented by Mr Chris Hani], the UN observer Mr Josè Campino, Dr Antonie Geldenhuys [Chairperson of the
National Peace Secretariat] and the Ciskei government, on the following lines.

The marchers could hand over the petition at the road-block or they could proceed a few metres into Ciskeian territory and hand over
the petition, or a few people could take the petition to the Parliamentary building. The rest of the marchers would remain where they
were. At least some progress was made at that stage but the march was not over. At about 12:45 the Deputy Town Clerk of King
William's Town reported that a portion of the marchers had split away and were taking a different route.

At about 13h45 Dr Geldenhuys telephoned the ambassador to say that Mr Chris Hani was going to take the marchers through the
road-block. This appeared to be contrary to the agreement reached earlier that day, that only three persons would proceed beyond the
road-block and present the petition at the Parliament. Dr Geldenhuys thought that a blood bath was imminent.

He requested the Deputy Minister to persuade Mr Chris Hani not to proceed beyond the road-block. It was a critical moment. At that
moment I was at a meeting in Minister Roelf Meyer's office in Pretoria. He cleared his office for me. I relayed a message to Dr
Geldenhuys to ask Mr Hani to phone me. Mr Hani was driven to the Amatola Hotel nearby from where he telephoned me. He
explained his dilemma to me. He said that the crowd was becoming uncontrollable.

All they wanted to do was to go peacefully to the Ciskei government building. He assured me that the march would be peaceful, that
they would not enter buildings, would not stage sit-ins in buildings, would not harm anyone.

They had the right to protest peacefully. We had a lengthy conversation. I agreed with him that they had the right to demonstrate
peacefully but emphasised that grave consequences could be expected if they proceeded without a further attempt to come to a
mutually acceptable arrangement. I undertook to speak again to the Ciskei government, to accept the marchers on Ciskei territory.

Mr Hani showed understanding. He was not insensible to the potential loss of life but found himself on a knife's edge. The marchers
were getting restless. They needed guidance. It was clear that Mr Hani was under severe pressure from his own supporters to go
ahead with the march. I then made an appeal to him to wait at the hotel so that I can first contact Mr Cyril Ramaphosa.

I was convinced that we could work out something which could prevent a disaster. He agreed. I then telephoned Mr Ramaphosa. I
said to him that if the march continued, people are going to die and maybe very, very many of them.

We have only one country I said, we will have to share it, we cannot carry on like this. We cannot sit and talk to one another as I'm
now talking to you, I said to Cyril, knowing that in minutes hundreds of people may be shot dead. We will have to take the blame, you,
the ANC, Brigadier Gqozo, the South African government, I, all of us, we're losing the respect to the outside world. We are creating the
impression that we are incapable of controlling this kind of critical situation.

Mr Ramaphosa reacted by sharing my concern but pointed out that the ANC could not accept Brigadier Gqozo's high hardness in



preventing peaceful political expression the way he did. They owe it to their supporters to uphold that democratic right of peaceful
assembly and protest.

I agreed but again emphasised that there would be time and opportunity to attend to Brigadier Gqozo's attitude and to change things
but when people are dead we will faced with the grim reality that nothing here on earth would make them live again. Human decisions
and minds could be changed but not the finality of death.

Mr Ramaphosa concurred and said he would speak to Mr Hani to see what could be done to save the situation. I do not know what Mr
Ramaphosa told Mr Hani but I remain convinced that that conversation that day, contributed to the eventual peaceful outcome.

I also again spoke to members of the Ciskei government warning them against the incalculable consequences of shooting any of the
marches. I told them that the world's media representatives were there. The UN observer was there. Dr Antonie Geldenhuys was
there. My staff were there. All of them would be witnesses of the shooting which could be averted. I also urged Dr Geldenhuys to try
once more to persuade the Ciskei government to allow the marchers to gather in the Bisho stadium.

I also requested Deputy Minister Schoeman to telephone General Bantu Holomisa to speak to Mr Hani. I do not know whether such a
conversation took place. Shortly before dark the Ciskei government agreed that the marchers could gather in the Bisho stadium. One
condition was that they should enter through the back entrance, they did not but tempers had by then cooled off sufficiently to contain
the situation.

The Commission may wish to have insight in an article. It is a retrospective consideration of the events written by Professor Raymond
Suttner which was published in the 'Daily Despatch' on 20 August 1992. I believe I should just read a few passages because this gives
the other side of the picture and that is what went on in the minds of the marchers. He says: [i.e. Professor Suttner]

'Gqozo said we would not be allowed to set one foot into Ciskeian territory. On the following day at least 80,000 [or 60,000 I'm not
quite sure, this Photostat is not so clear] pairs of feet entered his territory and held a rally in the Bisho national stadium.'

Then a little bit later he says 'I knew the South African government couldn't afford a blood bath. [He is right when he says this] but
when facing guns and when journalists are ordered to move out of the firing line, you place less reliance on theoretical evaluation and
concentrate more on which way to dive when they start shooting, looking for a ditch to fall into, pinning out to avoid being trampled by
soldiers or hit by rifle butts.

When the Vaseline came around I grabbed as much as possible preparing for teargas. Then later we set off 15 in a crowd of 8 to
10,000. It does not seem big enough. I wonder about the possibility of a physical confrontation. We march in blazing heat at a fast
pace. More people up ahead file into the crowd from the sides.

The marshals are in full control. After four kilometres we are asked to stop so Chris Hani can speak to a Brigadier Meintjies. He
appeals to Chris in terms of an agreement that we should not proceed further and we hand him our memorandum. Chris says thank
you very much brig. we appreciate your efforts but we are proceeding.

The brigadier is not happy but we proceed. We are told by an African officer through a loud hailer that if we go any further they will
take action and they look like they mean it. The Riot Police are Africans but the command, white. Representatives of this Xhosa Bantu
stam seem usually to be called Rossouw or some foreign e.g. Dutch name. The crowd is ready to push on, move through and deal
with the consequences. Meanwhile we surge forward step by step.

To our surprise and joy the Casspir retreats 100 metres and the soldiers pull back. The sense of apprehension returns. We hear there
is deadlock at Stophile hence round Vaseline for the teargas. A number of people proffer advice on how to breathe and so on. We also
discuss what to do if live ammunition is used. We discuss whether we should lie flat but the probability is to be trampled when the
crowd surges forward. It's getting colder and we are thirstier. We have no food and soon it will be dark.

We had not participated a long drawn out siege. The negotiators return off and on. All the time the crowd surges forward bit by bit and
the Casspirs retreat again. Rossouw warns the press to stand behind the Casspir. Are they trying to set up the atmosphere for us to
anticipate shooting while not actually intending it.

Gradually the atmosphere relaxes again and our people start drinking water from the front of the Casspir. The discipline of the crowd
is consistent. When asked to sit down, they sit down. The marshals hold the crowd back with rope. At one point people surged forward
because there is a snake in the grass but they soon reform in a disciplined manner.

How the people who cannot hear the announcements maintained their discipline is hard to understand. Later we learned that what
was said at the front rippled back. We're at the final deadlock. They refuse to allow us to march to the National Assembly in Bisho with
the delegation taking the memo further but there is an alternative destination. Why not go to the stadium in the centre of Bisho and
have a rally? Permission is given for that but they say we must go backwards and around to get there. We say we will go forward and
we'll round in Bisho. They offer to cut the fence for us to go directly to the stadium but we did not wait, we marched forward, not



waiting for an answer.

This is, in my opinion Mr Chairperson, at least giving some idea of what went on that day from the point of view of one of the marchers
- no one less than this very prominent member of the ANC, Professor Suttner and I thought it is of extreme importance that we should
try at all times to hear always both sides, all the sides. It is interesting to hear him describing the diplomacy that we tried to practice.
He says:

'The crowd is ready to push on, move through and deal with the consequences. There is a respite. The United Nations people
intervene and there is a message that Pik wants Chris to phone him and this leads to more than four hours of waiting. Cyril and
Holomisa are involved and Geldenhuys is shuttling between the two sides.'

It gives you, I think Mr President, an honest analysis of the tension that went on that day and when I say this, this stands in very stark
contrast, very very stark to the events of 7 September. The march on 4 August started with hard line positions which, in the morning
and until late the afternoon, seemed to offer no hope of escaping from a blood bath.

Here is the evidence, no hope and yet it did not end in a blood bath but unfortunately the lessons did not take route. What I feared
would happen on 4 August, happened on 7 September.

The events leading up to the massacre of 7 September 1992 are fully documented. The Commission is respectfully referred to the
documents. I have made a list and would not like to use your time to read all the documentation. It contains the reports of the
Goldstone Commission, the Picket Commission, letters from Mr de Klerk to Brigadier Gqozo, to President Mandela, President
Mandela to President de Klerk and so on and press statements that were made by, media statements, it's all listed here and also a
letter which I received from Mr Errol Spring who was of the Border Industrial Council, and my response to him.

The South African government and I were extremely concerned about the situation which had arisen in the Ciskei border region at the
time. The government had been in constant communication as I indicated, with all the parties involved, in an endeavour to ensure a
peaceful resolution. State President de Klerk had, as I said, exchanged letters with Mr Mandela, with Brigadier Gqozo, with others.
The government had held discussions with Brigadier Gqozo. It had sent Deputy Ministers, this time Breytenbach and Myburg, to the
area to negotiate with a view to the proper management of the situation.

They had been in constant contact with the Peace Secretariat to ensure that the letter and spirit of the Peace Accord were observed.

Simultaneously the government had taken steps inter alia through the Declaration of Unrest Areas in order to enable the Security
Forces to deal effectively with the volatile situation on the South African side of the border and to ensure that protest actions would be
peaceful, lawful and in accordance with the terms of the Peace Accord and the guidelines of the Goldstone Commission as well as the
conditions in the magistrate's Court Order. You will recall the magistrate allowed the march under certain conditions.

You will notice, with respect, Mr Chairperson, that in ... end of Tape 5, side B ... and the ANC SACP Alliance are severely sanctioned.
In regard to the Ciskei government, the finding of the Goldstone Commission, not mine, the Goldstone Commission was:

'That had the Ciskei authorities acceded to the pleas of the South African government, the SAP (the South African Police) and the
NP's (National Peace [indistinct] to allow a peaceful and negotiated mass demonstration to take place, the violence which occurred on
7 September could have been averted.'

That is as regards the Ciskei government's attitude on the Ciskei Security Forces, the troops. The judge came to the following
conclusion.

'The manner in which the Ciskei forces fired at the demonstrators can only be condemned in the strongest terms. Anyone who has
watched the videos of the shooting will have experienced a feeling of disbelief that the shooting could have continued till what
appeared to be an interminable time. Indeed it appears clearly that the soldiers in the vicinity of the Yongilanga Crescent continued to
fire at the fleeing crowd, virtually until the last of them disappeared from sight.

The firing was indiscriminate and even if there had been isolated firing from the demonstrators, the reaction of the Ciskei soldiers was
completely disproportional. Not one Ciskei soldier in that area was injured and as already indicated, the high probability is that the one
soldier who was injured in the Fort Hare vicinity, was shot by one of his fellow soldiers. When the crowd in that area turned to flee, on
the CDF version, the continued and prolonged firing was quite unjustified and unlawful.

It must be emphasised that even if the CDF [Ciskei Defence Force Commander] and members believed that they were under some
kind of attack, even if they believed that the crowd was intent upon overrunning them and going to Bisho, even if they believed that
one of their members had been shot by a demonstrator, their indiscriminate and prolonged shooting at innocent demonstrators was
morally and legally indefensible and is deserving of the strongest sanction.'

In regard to the conduct of the Alliance Organisers the Goldstone Commission came to the following conclusion. At all times the



Alliance leaders must have been aware that the Ciskei authorities were in earnest in their refusal to allow the demonstrators into the
Ciskei. That was made absolutely clear in public statements. It was reinforced by the order obtained from the Ciskei Supreme Court. It
was conveyed in unequivocal terms by the National Peace Secretariat and National Peace Committee.

It was conveyed by the State President to President of the ANC. In particular the Alliance created even more confusion by it first
seeking an order from the Chief Magistrate, even to the extent of obtaining a mandamus from the Supreme Court. Having obtained
an order, the Alliance chose to ignore it, fully realising that the Ciskei authorities were bound by it. By all accounts, the notice by the
Alliance that they would not follow the terms of the Court Order, was inadequate.

The threatening statements reportedly made by some Alliance leaders in the days preceding the march could only have been
calculated to harden the attitude of the Ciskei authorities. The threat made by these leaders was that the occupation of Bisho would
continue until Brigadier Gqozo gave up his control of the Ciskei. In these circumstances Judge Goldstone says:

'For the Alliance leaders to have approved of their followers running through the gap in the fence in the direction of Bisho, was
irresponsible and deliberately placed such people in imminent danger which resulted in death and injury. In the present climate of
negotiation in South Africa and the policy with regard thereto by all the major political parties, the decision to have risked the lives of
their followers by advancing out of the stadium was unfortunate and unjustified. If their intention was to draw public attention to the
policies of the Ciskei authorities, they could have achieved that by more appropriate mass action on the South African side of the
border and even in the Bisho stadium. To have deliberately withheld that intention from the National Peace Secretariat was
disingenuous and rendered useless the role which was played by it.'

Mr Chairperson, it only remains for me to say that this was a tragedy that was feared and predicted. It happened. We can never
recover time. You cannot advance it and you cannot recover it. You cannot bring it back. There is a famous verse from the prophet
which says:

'our love [indistinct]' [it was a man in the anguish of having lost so much and then he said] 'our love could [indistinct] eye with fate
conspire, to grasp this sorry scheme of things entire, would not be shattery to bits and then remould it nearer to the heart's desire.'

This is one of those instances. We cannot rebuild it. We cannot. We cannot bring back the dead but we can once more in my opinion,
extend to their families and friends our condolences, our thoughts and our prayers and in appropriate cases, material assistance and
compensation. I thank you for your patience in giving me this opportunity.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very very much for your submission Mr Botha. Some of my colleagues would want to put questions to you for the purposes
of clarification and so on. Bongani Finka?

REV FINCA:

Chairperson, we have invited Mr Botha to testify before the Commission today because we are convinced that there is a great need,
especially in this region, to establish truth about certain things and that the possibilities of reconciliation, not only because of the Bisho
massacre but of the events that followed thereafter.

The possibility of burying the past hinges solely on getting the truth about some things. So we will be raising quite a number of
questions, Chairperson, as you permit us but the first one that I want to raise with Mr Botha is just a comparison of the submission that
he has made before this Commission today. I compare that with the memorandum that he submitted or that his government, which I
suppose that was drawn by his department of Foreign Affairs, submitted to the United Nations which deal with the same event.

The two submissions are very different from each other. Chairperson, perhaps we should appeal to the crowd that we should not be
disturbed?

CHAIRPERSON:

I asked you, we are supposed to be a Commission that listens to every side. I told you this morning. If you do not want to adhere to
these conditions I would be very reluctant but I have the authority to clear the hall. I don't want to do that and if we are a democracy,
one of the things that we are having to learn is that we have to give everybody a fair sharing whether you agree or not.

[Indistinct] is bad and I said that this morning when I spoke about the fact that we are not a political rally, and so I trust that you are
here because you want to hear the truth and we need to establish that truth as much as we are able to do so. So I rely on you to be
disciplined people that we always thought you were.

REV. FINCA:

Thank you Chairperson. I was still saying that the submission made, I suppose through the Foreign Affairs Department, to the United



Nations which covers 20-odd pages mainly devotes, I think 18 pages of that submission, to the critical analysis of what the Alliance of
the ANC and South African Communist Party did, and very little blame is attributed to those who were responsible for the shooting.
Now I want to find out from Mr Botha, it may be that he has obtained new insight since that submission has been made. Has there
been more insight and when has this taken place?

MR BOTHA:

Yes it must be clear, the emphasis that I put on Judge Goldstone's report, that memorandum was despatched by me on 7 September
to the United Nations when the events was not only fresh in one's memory but when we had to rely mostly on media reports, reports of
observers here etc. I have a copy here. I do not agree with the honourable member when he says that it was one-sided. I made it also
clear that the attitude of the Ciskei government was to be condemned in severe terms. Chairperson, having gone through the 4 August
event and playing a humble role to prevent bloodshed, then to have been faced with this second event, was personally to me a very
painful experience. I must be honest, I thought it was unnecessary.

We had agreed in CODESSA on the TBVC states, procedures were agreed upon. I, at that moment thought it was unnecessary. We
had a meeting. We had a meeting the day before the 7th in President de Klerk's office and there we decided that if Brigadier Gqozo, if
the next day the court says that he must allow the march, which we expected, and he didn't, that we would then have taken drastic
steps against him.

And it was when you are in that frame of mind, 4 August was there, the point was made. Professor Suttner here tells you, the ANC
regarded that was a victory for them. No bloodshed. Now comes 7 September barely a month later. I thought it was unnecessary.

At the same time I must admit that the ANC like any other party, had the right of peaceful gathering. It is of course a tragedy, or
ironical, that that right was not really practised all over the country. There were vast parts where you couldn't hold a meeting at all if
you belonged to a certain party, but be that as it may, I, the answer is yes, when the Goldstone report came out with a proper analysis
of the facts, having seen the videos, I accepted immediately Judge Goldstone's analysis and then realised that my submission to the
United Nations was partly framed in a state of emotion and, but what I did was I immediately sent the Goldstone report to the United
Nations and I also invited, as Minister of Foreign Affairs, a United Nations representative to come and acquaint himself with the
situation but the answer is yes.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson. The next question deals with the fact that there is a conviction in many people's minds that the
South African government had the means to stop the massacre. You mentioned in your testimony that you actually had an
arrangement where you appointed certain ministers to cabinet of Ciskei as per agreement with Brigadier Gqozo and also of course
many of the people who were in charge of the Security Forces here were seconded officials by the RSA government.

I would like to hear Mr Botha's comment on the fact that they had the means but lacked the will to stop this massacre, or alternatively,
there is another suggestion that the South African government had covert operations here in Ciskei which were aimed primarily at
destabilising Transkei with a view of removing Bantu Holomisa there, and that acting against the Ciskei decisively in a manner that
would have stopped the march would have compromised those operations which were there at the time.

I don't say these are facts but we are here trying to get to the truth and that is our only opportunity to get to it and it is not usual that we
have got a person of your stature to raise these questions with and perhaps we could hear your comments on those two suggestions.

CHAIRPERSON:

Mr Botha, would it be all right if he, I don't know what it is but he says it is related to this, if we could take that question. Dumisa
Ntsebeza?

MR NTSEBEZA:

Thank you Mr Chair. In fact our investigative unit have been providing background material on this matter and one of the propositions
that they have put, and I would like your comment on this, is that at that critical period, 92, the South African government found itself in
a dilemma and this is what brought about the dilemma.

Ciskei was a very valuable ally for the South African government in the negotiations process and therefore its continued existence
under a strongly anti- ANC government was crucial because Ciskei was still being used by these strongly anti- ANC government
elements as a base for covert operations by conservative SADF elements, who planned to launch an armed attack on the Transkei
intending to kill Chris Hani and Bantu Holomisa.

So that therefore if Gqozo's government collapsed, that operation would have been jeopardised. That's the one scenario.

You need the Ciskei, you need it under an anti- ANC dictatorship. Elements in the South African Defence Force need that environment
for covert operations and Chris Hani and Holomisa being at that time in the Transkei, one of the objectives was to mount this armed



attack, take out Chris Hani and Bantu Holomisa.

But at the same time Gqozo had become an embarrassment to your government, particularly because of that inquest which you talked
about. You had sent this gentleman, your Deputy Minister on the 26th August and the inquest, this refusal to go to the inquest of
Charles Sebe and Onward Gonzana and this refusal to your Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Raymond Schoeman, and of course
also Mickey Webb and all those people, specifically to discuss, you had sent these men specifically to discuss the refusal to allow the
inquest.

The support therefore by South Africa was crucial to Gqozo at that time in order to deal with the march. That's the scenario. I would
like to therefore get your views on this. You have on the one hand an embarrassment but on the other hand you need to retain him to
the extent that there are these other designs.

MR BOTHA:

Mr Chairperson, if I had any wish to get rid of Mr Chris Hani, I would simply not have stopped the events on that day. I would not have
called him to an hotel, pleaded with him and with Cyril. I cannot speak for other departments. The fact of the matter is all my
documents are either with the UN, contained in speeches, or in files. The Commission is welcome to call them up.

Ciskei was an embarrassment to me. I cannot see for the life of me how anyone can allege it was an ally. I just don't see why and
how, particularly after we started the negotiations. I quoted at length here to indicate that full re-incorporating was agreed to. Full re-
incorporating. There was never any doubt in my mind that the sooner re-incorporating could take place the better.

I will gladly make available reports by Mr Jimmy van der Merwe I think, and a man called Dr Pretorius [indistinct] who was also fired by
Brigadier Gqozo. I'll ask him to give the reports.

It was an impossible situation but the same happened in Transkei, the same happened in Venda, to a lesser extent in
Bophuthatswana. I said earlier today that the country has not yet learned what happened to certain hundreds of billions. People were
promoted who should not have been promoted but that is a different matter. I'm answering the question. There is not even the slightest
possibility that I could have rejoiced in the continued independence of any of these states. I made public statements which I will give
the Commission in which I said all three military dictators must go. The sooner the better. All three of them, because there was no way
and I invite you now to consult with the Auditor General.

There was just no way to get any picture of what went on with the finances in these three states. Just no way and the moment you
tried to touch them they said, look you're a white guy from a white government, don't touch us, we're independent and this is a just an
old form of baaskap and apartheid.

It was a very difficult position to be in, very very difficult indeed. I just want to assure the Commission. I know of events but I do not
know the truth about those events. I still don't know exactly what the facts are surrounding the killing of Charles Sebe. There was an
attempt here to invade the Ciskei, remember the late Mr Lenox Sebe asking me to bring President de Klerk here to Cabin. They
showed us weapons and arms here near a government building, which they discovered.

I was aware that Mr George Matanzima had the Salute Scouts Commander trying to train people, for what, I don't know. I was Minister
of Foreign Affairs having one struggle, that was to try and get the budget's approve of these four states. That was to try to stop them
from going to Austria to buy buses whose doors open on the wrong side of the road. I, if you, that assurance here today, that was my
struggle. Mr Bantu Holomisa, General Bantu Holomisa once said to me that, he said to me you don't know what's going on in your
Security Forces. Maybe I didn't.

I can only tell you what the Department of Foreign Affairs' policy was.

I did my best with the Development Bank of Southern Africa. Please call in a man called Dr Deon Richter. He will tell you of the hours
we spent together to implement adjustment programmes. It was clear to me that TBVC states had to be incorporated. The sooner the
better. I propagated it. As a matter of fact the ANC said no. I prepared the Bill, Mr Chairperson, which I wanted to take to Parliament. It
was stopped. They said Jo don't go, you're not going to deal unilaterally with this, you'll wait for incorporation until the election because
the ANC didn't want, at that stage, to get rid of Bantu Holomisa or Rhamashan in Venda. These are the facts.

I wanted to get rid of all of them. I can truthfully say this and I said it publicly.

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes. Order please! Just wait. Thank you very much Mr Botha. I want to try and find out your schedule because I believe you were
supposed to be being picked at 3:30.

MR BOTHA:



Mr Chairperson, yes I would like to catch a plane in East London at 5:30 if it's possible. Now if the Traffic Officers won't prosecute my
car driver, I can spend a few more minutes here and there is a date with some media people out there but I'm in your hands.

CHAIRPERSON:

Well I, we will appeal to the, the Premiere is here, will you tell your traffic cops not to, maybe they should even escort you. We will try,
just maybe, I'll, I think maybe say five more minutes or so. Thank you very much. Boraine?

DR BORAINE:

Chairperson, thank you very much. The paragraph on the bottom of page 4 which you have referred to now again. 'Managing
relationships with the TBVC was the most depressing and distressing experience of my life. I inherited a nightmare that was once a
dream.'

Now I want to suggest that it is inevitable that the majority of people who did not believe in the establishment of so-called independent
states were, could hardly be blamed if they felt that the South African government, having created these states, could never really
disown parenthood, that they were the parents of this, the father if you like, of these states and therefore had authority to exercise
control.

I think you will concede that the South African government never hesitated to exercise control when it wished to do so, certainly for a
very long period of time. Now it does seem to me that what you are saying is that in fact what the South African government of that
time created, was a Frankenstein or something that got out of control and yet when it clearly needed to be stopped in its tracks, those
who created it couldn't do that because these people now said, we're independent, keep your hands off us baaskap or you know, the
way you described it.

What I'm saying is that in a very real sense the responsibility of what happened on September 7th is not just ... end of Tape 6, side A
... and that this was a consequence and what we are living with now is a legacy which is extremely hard to manage. You yourself have
indicated this and anybody knows as they look at the situation now, two years after elections, that there is desperate poverty in these
parts of the world, that there is unbelievable corruption which has taken place over a very long period of time and that there were
attitudes demonstrated on that terrible day which had no respect for life.

I don't know, understand how, I don't know any other way of describing what happened that day when I look at it and listen to the
victims and so on, that, and Goldstone's own considered opinion, that this was, this was bloody murder. Now you can understand
therefore, Mr Botha, I'm sure that there are those who still feel that somehow you and your colleagues had the power to pull the plug,
either by simply declaring some moratorium, disposing of this man, providing a referendum, something in order to get to the will of the
people before this conflict became unmanageable.

Now you have made a number of statements in recent months and years which reflect a considerable thinking of your own role and of
the government's role and of what's happened in this country and so on. Does anything I say make sense? I am trying to get to the
roots of the matter rather than just the actual events of those days.

MR BOTHA:

It does certainly if we want to put all events in South Africa in proper perspective, say over the past 20 years, we will need a clinical
gown analysis of how this tragedy developed. That's why I called it a dream that turned into a nightmare. I certainly believed that the
original ideas, the original ideas to escape from the lack of a moral base for apartheid and to do so by the creation then of
independent states where black people would indeed then be Prime Ministers. Katie Matanzima once said to me, in other words if I
want to escape from apartheid I've got to opt for independence.

That was unfortunately the position. That was unfortunately the position and then of course over the years it became clear that not
only could it not work because of a lack of a moral basis but because it made no economic sense whatsoever.

But then there was also, I must say today here, a very sincere debate in the minds and hearts of many Afrikaners, and I'm one, how to
get rid of this. Maybe we should have moved faster, maybe we should have moved faster yes, and a human being is always inclined
to find a scapegoat or to blame someone else. It is the way we are.

Even Christ was, you know, almost deceived by Peter when he said look I don't know that man. It's part of our sinfulness but what I do
want to say here today is, where is that perspective because even if you made Ciskei not independent or, and we didn't, there were
really elections here, how representative they were is not for me to say, it's not. But fact even if not a single independent state arose,
you would still have had a need to manage the areas, the territories.

You would still have needed hospitals, clinics, roads, airports etc. You would have. Secondly, but even if you had not a single one,
then clashes occurred in the Republic of South Africa. Sharpeville was not due to a, did not take place in the independent black state,



it took place in South Africa, in South Africa.

So I think while I partly agree with Dr Boraine's implication, history, our history is so full of complexities, perplexities, so full of cantorial
moral claims, the Afrikaner having been defeated by Britain, his language in danger, poor, scarcely making a living, wishing his
Republic, his country, his language restored.

It was a wish, desire, and when he obtained it he then forgot his own poverty and his struggle and did not somehow succeeded in
seeing the parallel in the black people, in the black communities. That would have been the historic chance for the Afrikaner to have
noticed that comparison, and then to have done for them what the Reddingsdaadbond did for the Afrikaner but somehow tragically it
didn't happen and it took a long time before it dawned I think, on the majority of whites that we are busy with something highly immoral
in this country which could not be defended.

And then the negotiations, thank God, started and they went well. This is the point I was trying to make. The negotiations really went
well. I remember so well that first meeting with Mr Mandela and Joe Slovo and Alfred Ntsor in Groote Schuur.

High hopes - we removed the obstacles, then came the Pretoria Minute, then came the D F Malan Minute, then came CODESSA 1. It
followed one upon the other, the whole world was here. It was like a major celebration and then we were hit in 92 by that
misunderstanding when a heated debate started between Mr Mandela and Mr de Klerk.

I myself tried to soothe tempers that day but saw that if tempers are high you better lie low, but be that as it may, there was a
disappointment and what I was saying today, Mr Chairperson, was that it is a great pity because between that June and September,
between that June and September, go and check the newspaper, was a morbid time in this country. It was a morbid, dark time. People
were uncertain, selfish, obdurate because everyone was blaming everyone, fulminated against each other.

Of course in the end, yes Dr Boraine is right but then Van Riebeeck should have stayed in Holland and that would have saved us a lot
of other problems but, but he came here and now we must just [indistinct]

To conclude, Mr Chairperson, looking back today I think I agree in miracoloco despite, and if then, if this tragedy, if the pain, the price
the relatives and friends had to pay for Bisho 7 September, if that contributed towards the understanding eventually reached, maybe at
least that would be some consolation to the families and friends. That that shook the country.

It shook the leadership, I believe, of all the major parties. It indicated to us, look we better get together, we better start to resolve our
difficulties and go to the ballot box to get a new future for South Africa, but in the end yes. A last, just a last word, it wasn't really, Dr
Boraine, that easy. Please believe me, when President Mangope built a power station, I think he spent 30 or 40 million on it. When I
asked to see him and discuss it with him and pointed to him that that power could never be fed into the grid, into the South African grid
because it is too expensive.

It would have been ten times more expensive. Then his reply to me was look I'm very sorry, my Parliament is sovereign and I voted it
and he said then to me look I don't know whether your government will not one day turn against me and cut my power and in that case
I would have my own power.

He revealed his thoughts and ironically I was the man who had to fly to him to depose him in the end. It was not that easy, believe me
it was not that easy. When President Mepepu was inaugurated in Venda that evening and he pulled out the wrong speech, the speech
he had to make the afternoon, he used his evening speech in the afternoon and I then said to Dr Hartzenberg as we were queuing up
to get our tickets for going to the stadium, I said to him this won't go, it won't work.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please!

MR BOTHA:

It won't work, I knew at that time a little bit of Foreign Affairs, it was my whole life. I spent my whole life in it and [indistinct]

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. I mean there is just one question that I will allow before I make a small remark. Some of my colleagues are looking, I have
to do this, we will discuss it afterwards. Dr Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA:

Mr Botha, thank you very much. My question is a two part question and the first part is a follow-up from Dr Boraine's question. In order
to deal with this question I would like you not to refer to your papers. I would like you not to refer to events, strategies, tactics,
activities.



I would like you to speak from the heart, to speak from the heart in relation to this 33 year period, that is the mandate of the
Commission. To speak from the heart because the Bisho massacre was not an isolated event.

It was part of a pathway of policy making and decision making, and because you were part of the decision making process, I'd like to
get a sense of you about the state of mind, and when I say 'you' I'm talking about the royal you. The state of mind in the decision
making process that culminated in Bisho and other Bisho's after that. Just, just from the heart, and then after you've done that I'd like
you to share your thinking with us about where we go from here.

We have a divided nation not only divided across racial lines, but divided within its communities. We Would like to get the benefit of
your thinking about how this nation, in your opinion, is going to reconcile with itself and ultimately heal itself. Thank you sir.

MR BOTHA:

Well you see I could have resigned from the cabinet if I could not stomach decisions of the cabinet. I almost did so on one occasion,
when I said the country would have a black president. But then I received quite a number of messages from all over the country saying
hang in there because the history of splinter groups in this country politically, is that they disappear, they dissipate, they disappear.

Naturally I didn't personally agree with quite a number of decisions but I was on the point of resigning when, on one occasion I couldn't
get a decision through on accepting Resolution 435 in respect of Namibia. That would have been, if the government did not accept it I
would have resigned.

I would also have resigned if at that time, shortly before the late Dr Andries Treunicht broke away, the five western countries and
Security Council then submitted to us Constitutional principles for Namibia and Dr Treunicht and Dr Hartzenberg opposed it and I
would have resigned if the cabinet supported them then, but luckily they broke away there and they supported me.

There were a number of issues on which I would have been prepared to go but somehow they didn't come up. That doesn't mean that
one agreed. I remember the tremendous battle to get the Pass Laws removed. Quite apart from that, the Immorality Act, you know,
and how anybody could think, you know, how you should defend this abroad.

In Sweden or Germany you wake up and you see a headline that a Norwegian sailor was arrested yesterday in Durban for having
slept with a coloured girl, or a black girl or an Indian girl. It was degrading, but that we changed, we could change it.

Looking back today, maybe there are some of us who could have broken away and created a greater turmoil, yes, but as I said earlier,
you cannot recover the past and for us there was only the trying. The rest was not my business as T S Elliot said. If I did not succeed,
if I did too little too late, then I'm guilty and that's it, and I'll have to account to myself to God then for not having done my duty.

On the other hand I would in all humble just warn, we must be careful in this country not to ascribe everything that goes wrong, to the
past. There is a danger in that. There is a danger that we then will never rescue ourselves from the past because where do you end
then? Where do we end then in five years, ten years from now on? There must come a time that you cannot say that because a
certain road is not tarred, it's because of apartheid.

There must come such a time also and that's why I personally, you would have noticed in public statements, welcomed the
establishment of this Commission. I saw the need for it historically speaking and I do believe that after completion of your work and as
we move towards the next election, the new regrouping of political parties in this country have not yet taken place. It is inevitable as
apartheid recedes, as the emotions and revenge and anger surrounding apartheid becomes somewhat more blurred, and it will,
human emotion is like that.

Then there will come in this country a new regrouping, restructuring of political parties where blacks and whites and coloureds won't
even notice each colour any more. It will be a question of principles, objectives in which they believe and it will be a more natural
division. That is the way reconciliation will really be achieved. It will not be achieved in an artificial way and this Commission can of
course assist.

You are already assisting. You are giving all sides in this country and I want to appeal to all my countrymen to come to the
Commission and talk as we have done here today. I think it is an excellent opportunity for all of us as fellow South Africans to be able
to sit like this and exchange views with each other in an open, completely open and sincere way and you have done it and I hope my
compatriots will feel the same.

Also those who were in government before and elsewhere. Come and make a contribution but the real reconciliation will only take
place if the present political grouping of parties which is still based on the apartheid era, the ANC, PAC, SACP are still, they came
into the election as an extension of the struggle against apartheid. Which is correct. I'm not criticising it, I'm stating a fact. National
Party the same, it didn't even change its name, it just carried on.

Then the DP - same. There's is still this image, even if Tony Leon says 'what' there is still the image it's a relatively high class super



white kind of party belonging to Houghton. It's a fact etc. Now what I'm saying is that we must move out of that and it will come. I
already have discussions with ANC members, business people, who say things to me which they will not repeat here, or publicly and
I'm not going to mention their names but they are prominent people and, all over and in the National Party and all over there is a new
movement coming into being I predict today here which will then undo the divisions of the past and a new restructuring of political
parties where prominent black leadership, maybe a part of the National Party, part of the ANC, part of the DP, I don't know what
INKHATA will do, it seems to me it's going to be a very tough one that.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please!

MR BOTHA:

But I'm all seriousness to answer your question and thank you for it, it's very important. I predict a new political regrouping for South
Africa in the next two to four years.

CHAIRPERSON:

I want to express our very deep appreciation to you. Just before you responded to Dr Ramashala's questions, you had, in fact you
began responding to her first question before she asked it and I think that many will say that they were touched by your speaking your
heart when you said something like it is one of the tragedies, of course you can't recall it but it is one of the tragedies that a people
who went through the kind of experience that your people went through, should have forgotten that and forgotten the, sort of the
parallels you say but it is again something that you said, you cannot recall the past but you can say, I mean that we are an
extraordinary country.

We are an extraordinary country for you can sit here in a crowd that is overwhelmingly black, representing an old dispensation that
caused very considerable anguish and pain and you can feel that you are able to say the things that you said. Some of which are
things that were not popular, and yet we can sit here and people can laugh at the things that you have said. And you can also have
spoken and we want to thank you, we want to thank you for coming.

We want to thank you that you bared your heart in the way that you have done and that we can stretch out hence to one another, not
in a false kind of way, not in a way that pretends. When you come as who you are and when we accept you we have to accept you as
who you are with the kinds of experiences that you have had and the things that you have learned and that this is a country that, I
think in a way is unique in the world and I hope.

I mean that your plea to people in your community to come and know that they can say whatever it is that they want to say, so that we
can begin to learn to accept one another as who we are and we want you to be able to make your particular kind of contribution to the
richness of this country and you have made an important contribution and we want to thank you for that.

MR BOTHA:

Thank you very much.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Friends, we have witnesses, we have eight witnesses and the minister. Would you be kind enough Mr Kasrils to, say if we took
another say, three, four, five witnesses. We have got to indicate, we are not going to leave here without having finished. Those who
want to go home are free to do so but those that were promised that they would be heard today, have to be heard and we have to
honour our commitment to them. They are sitting here, grandmothers [indistinct]. I hope that you will have patience. Please call them
in.

REV FINCA:



Your Grace we ask for Alice Nombeko Mfenqe, Remonica Myeha, Rosy Ramncwana, Mkhangeli Elliot Mbula, Biziwe Elizabeth Lali
and Ntombembi Gazi-Kaleni. Please let them take the oath when they are settled.

REV XUNDU:

I would like to help you take the oath.

WITNESSES ARE SWORN IN

REV FINCA:

Your Grace these people that are taking the stand are people that we are taking all together because all of them are victims whose
families died in the march. Their story is basically the same because they were not at the march. I will ask that we take them in this
order.

Ms Remonica Myeha will be following Reverend Xundu. Rosy Ramncwana - Ms Maya. Mkhangeli Mbula will be following Dr
Ramashala. Biziwe Elizabeth Lali will be following Denzil Potgieter. Ntombembi Gazi-Kaleni will be following Dumisa Ntsebeza.

But as I said it's going to be a question of just going through quickly how they got to hear because they have got no testimonies on the
massacre as such. Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU:

Thank you Chairman.
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CASE NO: 7

VICTIM: NATHANIEL MNYAMEZELI MYEHA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: REMONICA MYEHA [wife]

 

REMONICA MYEHA Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

You were born in Zwelamanzi, is that so? --- [indistinct].

Is your house in Zwelamanzi? --- Yes it is in Zwelamanzi, in Tekeni. My clan name is Mareti.

Please tell us when did your husband leave for the march into Bisho? --- He left on Monday morning on the 7th.

Is the 7th is the Monday, is that so? --- Yes it is.

Thank you. When did you find out that there is unrest at Bisho and that people were dying? --- We heard on radio and on TV on the
Monday evening.

Please come close to the mike, we can't hear you properly. Please answer the question I was asking you previously. --- We heard on
radio and TV on Monday evening.

After you heard, what did you do? Did you know immediately that your husband was one of the victims? --- No we did not know and
we went to sleep without knowing.

Carry on. --- On Tuesday the 8th members of the community of Zwelamanzi came to us at about 06:00 a.m. They said they had come



to us before we go anywhere to tell us that my husband has passed away.

Thank you. What did you then do, did you go look for him at hospital? --- No we did not. We asked an elderly man to help us. Before
we did anything he said he would phone Gray hospital to find out what's happening. After he phoned the Gray hospital he informed us
that the corpse was in West Bank.

Did they find the corpse in the end? --- Yes they did.

Was there an investigation as to how your husband died? --- After a lot of difficulty in Ciskei it was difficult to get a death certificate,
until we got it and a report for the post -mortem.

Did you then start preparing for the funeral? --- Yes we started preparing for the funeral.

When your husband died, how many children did you have? --- We had five but the first-born has already married.

How many dependants did you have? --- Four.

After your husband died, did you get any compensation from the government? --- After he died we sent to attorneys Smith and
Thabata to lodge a civil claim. This year in March they gave us a report back that when my husband died he was already old therefore
there's nothing the government can do. When I said that my children are still at school they said that I must find scholarships to
educate my children. There is nothing the government can do.

Was there absolutely nothing the government did? --- They gave us a bit of money this year in June, they then took R1000 from there
to pay the lawyers.

How has this incident affected your life? --- Because of this incident my life is just at a standstill, even my children because the
breadwinner of the family died.

How has your health been affected after this incident? --- I was not well even before this incident. I worsened after this incident.

What type of things can you tell us, what things? --- I suffer from headaches and nose bleeding.

Where do your children go to school? --- The two are still at school, the one is doing second year at Fort Hare, my youngest is doing
standard nine at Ntzulanga High School. I have one that cannot go to school because there is no money.

What wish can you give to the Commission, maybe we can help you?

--- If the Commission can help me educate my children so that they have a particular skill that they can use in life and also that they
see that they can live decently enough.

Where was your husband working before he died? --- He was working at the Victoria hospital.

Do you get a pension from the government? --- No I do not.

What standards are your children doing at school? --- The one is doing second year at Fort Hare University. The other is neither
working nor at school. My youngest is doing standard nine at Ntzululazi.

Is there something else perhaps that you would like to request? --- Because my husband liked sport I would like that, I'd be not the
only one who is helped but the community at large, by building a sports centre so that the youth in my area can be helped.

Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Is there anyone who would like to ask questions? Thank you.
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CASE NO: 8



VICTIM: LUZUKO RAMNCWANA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: ROSY RAMNCWANA [grandmother]

 

REV FINCA:

Mr Chairman, we ask that Rosy Ramncwana. Your Grace, she will be lead by Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA:

Thank you Mr Chairman.

ROSY RAMNCWANA Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Ms Ramncwana, on the day of the march you lost your grandchild Luzuko Ramncwana who was shot dead. You say that you realised
when he was not coming home. How did you find out that he died? --- I am Rosy Ramncwana, my home is at Gaga, Luzuko is my
grandchild. He left home in the morning the previous day when he went to a meeting at school. When he came back he told me that
the following day they are going to a march at Bisho. Luzuko left in the morning to go to Bisho. It got late and we went to bed. Luzuko
had not come home yet. When I got up in the morning on Tuesday Luzuko was nowhere to be found. I went to the ANC members to
ask where my grandchild is because he did not come home. The other children that had gone with had gone back home. They said
they would go and look for him. The ANC members went to look for him. At about 3 o'clock they came back saying they found Luzuko
at Mdantsane at a mortuary. Luzuko was taken to West Bank and they operated on him. They found that - when the ANC members
came back I asked them what is going to happen. They said that if it is all right he is going to be buried with the other ANC members. I
said because of the situation at home, I request that he be buried at home. They said they grant my request that Luzuko must come
and be buried at home. The corpse was taken home and he was buried at home by ANC members. Luzuko is one of three children of
my daughter. My daughter went and got married and left these three children with me. Luzuko was in standard nine. I was looking up
to him that one day he will be able to support me and those that [indistinct] but now it is impossible for Luzuko to help anyone. I live on
pension. I cannot support these children. The one was born in 1980 and the other in 1985. They are still at school but in that difficulty.

Is there any type of compensation that you got maybe from the ANC or from attorneys? --- In 1993 I went to a lawyer, Mr Thabata. I
was not welcome. I went back again in June this year and I found two ladies. The lawyer was not there. These women said you are
too late, the Gqozo era is over, you are just walking around aimlessly. I got out of there weeping. I have no help, I did not receive any
help. I went to Mdantsane, I've forgotten who I found there but her surname was Martha. She said that she was at the offices in
Mdantsane. She said to me your name is not here but the other people got special pensions but I know that your name was not there.
I told them that I did not get a penny.

I am convinced that you have a request. --- My request is that the Commission may help me with my children. After that if the
Commission can help me construct a tombstone for Luzuko. I went to the graveyard recently and I found Luzuko's grave and there
was a stampede of cows over it. There is nothing I can do.

Is this all the evidence you would like to give the Commission? --- Yes ma'am.

Thank you very much Ms Ramncwana.

CHAIRPERSON:

Is there anyone who would like to ask questions? Thank you ma'am.
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CASE NO: 9

VICTIM: VUKANI MBULA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: MKHANGELI ELLIOT MBULA [father]

 

MKHANGELI ELLIOT MBULA Duly sworn states

DR RAMASHALA:

Mr Mbula good afternoon, can you hear me? --- [Indistinct].

Thank you. You are here to tell us about your son Vukani Mbula who was a student at Fort Cox Agricultural College and who died
during that Bisho massacre. Am I correct? --- [Indistinct].

The events surrounding the massacre have been described by several people. I would like to ask you to talk about the effect that the
death of your son had on you and your family and then talk about what you would like the Commission to do. --- I was really disturbed
by this. The mother was disturbed too and she is not enjoying good health. I was also hurt because he was a person who was helping
me a lot though he was doing private studies, but after his death there was a great difference because we live together with my
mother. I am not going to say much. I would like to say the Commission could see what it can do when it is making compensation
towards the people otherwise I don't have much to say. I don't have anything to say much about him.

Mr Mbula how old was your son when he died? --- He was born in 1969.

And you say that his death greatly affected your wife's health. Could you tell us just a little bit about it and also tell us if she is receiving
any medical aid or medical care. --- No she is not getting any medical treatment. She did get it once when I would send her to doctors
here in town but she used to complain about her nerves whenever she would think about the death of the son.

Mr Mbula, you also went to Mr Smith Thabata an attorney in 1995 to institute civil proceedings. When was the last time you talked to
the lawyers? --- I last talked to the lawyers who is Mr Smith, last month because he had called me to give another statement. That was
the only thing he had asked me for.

Did he tell you what was causing the hold up in the case? --- I haven't been to see him for the second time. Even on that particular day
I did not ask him anything. I just concentrated on the fact that he was taking this second statement because even prior to that he
stated that he did not know whether the Defence Force was going to accept this case because it was now another year. Where we
had made enquiries, we were told that this matter was referred to the government so he told me that the Defence Force might accept
the case or perhaps he could reject it.

In your statement you say that you would like to be granted reparations and damages by the Commission. Can you tell us a little bit
about that. --- I cannot specifically point out what I want but if the Commission could give me some compensation I would gladly
accept that.

Mr Mbula is there anything else you would like to say? --- I did point it out that I was going to be brief. I think I have got nothing more to
say.

Thank you very much sir. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: [Indistinct]
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CASE NO: 10

VICTIM: ZWELITSHA LALI



NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: BIZIWE ELIZABETH LALI [mother]

 

MR FINCA:

We are now going to call upon Biziwe Elizabeth Lali. Your Grace we will ask Denzil Potgieter to lead the questions on behalf of the
Commission.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson.

BIZIWE ELIZABETH LALI Duly sworn states

ADV POTGIETER:

Good afternoon Ms Lali. Can you hear the translation? --- I greet you, yes I can hear.

Thank you, welcome here. You are from Alice, is that correct? --- Yes that's true, I'm from Alice.

And your evidence concerns your son, your late son, Zwelitsha who was killed on the 7th September. He was shot in the Bisho march
that we have heard about, is that correct? --- Yes it's like that.

Thank you. What was your son doing, was he working or was he at school? --- He was not at school, he was just starting to work at a
hotel in Houtberg.

And how old was he when he got shot and killed, Ms Lali? --- He was 23.

Did he have any children? --- He did not have any children.

And was he working for you, was he working for the home? --- Yes he was working for me.

Now would you like to tell us what you know about the incident and about his death? --- When Zwelitsha died after the march he did
not come back the first day. We went to look for him the second day. He was found at Mapongo in East London, he was beaten up
especially on the forehead.

And is it correct that he was actually shot as well, he died as a result of being shot? --- Yes he was shot, it's true.

And that you then subsequently buried him at Alice, or what happened? --- We requested that he be buried at his home in Alice.

Now have you been paid any money, any compensation for the death? --- I received R500.

And where did you receive that from? --- I don't know exactly who went there but it was a lady and a gentleman.

Has there been any court cases arising out of the death? --- No there was no case.

What was the effect of Zwelitsha's death on yourself and the family? --- After my son died I've never been in good health up to now.
When I was still pondering on that my husband died. That too had a bad effect. I'm in very bad health. I have grandchildren that I'm
educating. My one grandchild has passed matric, the other is still in standard 9. I don't have any other help at all to educate them. The
only money I receive is my pension money.

Thank you very much. Now is there anything in particular that you would like the Commission to attend to? --- I would like the
Commission, as my child was buried at home, I'll ask that his grave, that a tombstone be put there so that there are no stampedes. I
will request the Commission to have compassion especially about my children. I would also like to tell you that after my husband died,
a policeman came to me wanting Zwelitsha's death certificate. I said that I should not give the death certificate to him but because he
is from the government I gave it to him. A few months went by and I went to Alice to find this death certificate. They say it's not there, I
would try again to retrieve it, they would still say it's not there. They told me the one time that it's in Bisho, until I thought I don't have
any more money to retrieve this death certificate and I gave up.



Would you like the Commission to look into that for you, the question about the death certificate? --- Yes please. This policeman said
his name is Baum.

Thank you very much, we have noted everything that you've said and we thank you for sharing the story with us. I don't have any
further questions that I want to put to you and I'm going to ask that you be handed back to the Chairperson. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Ladies and gentlemen we do not have many words to give to you. Apologies. I apologise, I thought we had finished.
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CASE NO: 11

VICTIM: XOLANI KALENI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NTOMBEMBI GAZI-KALENI [grandmother]

 

NTOMBEMBI GAZI-KALENI Duly sworn states

REV FINCA:

Your Grace, we request our last witness in this group Ntombembi Gazi Kaleni. Dumisa Ntsebeza will ask the questions.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

I am going to speak Xhosa to you ma'am because I think that you do not want to put on your earphones. You think it's only doctors
that put on earphones. Just relax. Just relax and sit back. I'm not really sure whether this statement giving your identity number is
saying that you were born in 1918 is that so? --- Who me?

Were you born during the typhus in 1918? --- I was born -

You have come to tell us about Xolani. --- Yes it is so. A child came to me on a Monday to tell me that Xolani has been shot in the
head. They first lied to me and said he's been shot in the hand. I asked them why he doesn't come back because he has been shot in
the hand. A young man then came to me and said Xolani has been shot in the head and he died. We then slept with that news, until
on Saturday the people that were with him who came -

Who exactly came? --- Members of the ANC.

ANC members? --- Yes. They then told me formerly that he died. It was terrible. I don't have anyone. I have a lady staying with me
with epileptic fits.

Is this young woman Numsasa? --- Yes.

She's now in hospital? --- Yes she is. She was still staying with me at the time.

Is that Xolani's mother? --- Yes it is.

Please continue. --- I realised that my daughter was very unsettled. I asked members of the community to come and take her to
hospital. Xolani was then not yet buried. He then got buried on the Saturday.

[Indistinct] came from the Chowie clan. --- They came back, those that told me about the death of Xolani and a young man called
Lutile came with a group of people. They said they would come again on Saturday. Xolani was buried on Saturday. I did not ask for a
death certificate because I was not well. After a while, a month after the funeral, I asked if the death certificate arrived. Nobody knew. I
still don't have Xolani's death certificate.

Xolani had two children? --- Yes a boy and a girl.



Did your daughter leave them with you? --- Yes, because she was not in good health. I then supported them. They came when they
were still very young. The one now is in standard five and the other in standard three. As the mother is not working they are supported
by my pension.

Did you go to lawyers or attorneys to help you? --- Yes I did. I don't know the name of the lawyer.

Is it Mr Thabata? --- I don't know but he is Coloured.

Is it Smith? --- Yes it is.

What happened to the case? --- There was just silence and I didn't get anything.

Did you follow up with Mr Smith? --- I went three times.

What does he say each time you go? --- He says that he will fix it some time.

When last did you go? --- I went in July.

Do you want us to ask them and investigate as the Commission? --- [Indistinct].

Yes, we have a way, we'll ask them and find out. This young man from the Chowie clan, do you ever meet him? --- No he left a long
time ago.

[Indistinct] --- Yes I was born in Buffalo. Fanie is from my home, he is from the Chowie clan.

Thank you. What can we do for you ma'am, besides your children? --- If you could just help me support these children because even if
I say I want money, I know I won't get it. If you can make a way for me to support these children.

At least you are aware that we, as the Commission don't have money either but we do try to ask people so that their wishes are looked
at in a significant way. Is there anything else ma'am? --- No there is nothing else except that I have this cry for my children.

If the present government who took the place of the Gqozo government and if there's a way that these lawyers, Thabata and van
Heerden, you will not reject the money, will you take it? --- Yes I will take it.

Thank you ma'am.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please. Thank you very much ma'am. They have finished asking questions. Is there anything that you would like to say? --- No
reverend there is nothing.

I was disturbed when I was about to say that ladies and gentlemen, it seemed like it's easy to talk and encourage people because
sometimes it's because we have not experienced what you have experienced. We go short of words endeavouring to be
compassionate and help you but we can empathise a bit with all the pain that you went through. As I was listening to your testimonies
that some of you just heard by the grapevine. No one decently and quickly came to tell you of the tragedies. This is why it seems like
the wounds have been, even the task of having to go look for the members of your families in mortuaries, going up and down. It's all
very painful and we empathise with you. This Commission has been given the task to report to our President in what ways that we can
avoid such incidents in the future. We say to you that may the Lord strengthen you and comfort you so that His Holy Spirit my bind
your wounds. Your wishes ... end of Tape 7, side A ... to help you but we will report and make recommendations to him. He will make
the decisions. He will report back to us in Parliament and tell us in what way we can help you. We are very grateful that you came here
and please be comforted. Thank you.

 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

BISHO MASSACRE - DAY 1 - 9 SEPTEMBER 1996

 

CASE NO: 4

VICTIM: MONWABISI DAVID HLAKANYANA



NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: MONWABISI DAVID HLAKANYANA

 

REV FINCA:

I would like to swear in Mzwabantu Nqabisa and his mother. Zwelenkosi Gwayi, Thembekile Ceba and Siyabulela Gusha.

ALL FIVE WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV FINCA:

Thank you very much. They have all been sworn in Honourable Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Dumisa you will lead the first witness.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Monwabisi, thank you, how are you? --- Very well thank you.

Our wish is that you should tell us as someone that was there, your own version, what happened. If you were here you would find that
some of the events that are being spoken about are that people made mention of a helicopter that was hovering up above and it is the
opinion that when the helicopter ascended, the thing from the top of the helicopter that was spinning, some people thought that the
noise from the flippers of the helicopter were causing the noise but others thought that it was gunfire. So I am not trying to impose my
opinion on you but the police that were investigating that I was talking to, are of the opinion that people were shot, the reason people
are saying that they were shot from this helicopter is because they heard the noise of the helicopter starting up, because when a
helicopter is about to take off it makes a noise so I would like you to please tell us your version of events as someone that was
present. --- I would like to give evidence before this Commission that on the 7th September 1992 when I had come from Alice we were
leading the march coming here to Bisho. We left Alice in transport and when we got to Victoria where we were going to gather, we
arrived and our leaders were present there and the route that was to be used to come here to Bisho was discussed and those
decisions were then taken and a route was decided upon and we then came with our leaders towards Bisho. En route I think I was
probably in the third group. There was a group that was ahead of us and while myself and other comrades were proceeding, I can
count Mr Tom from Alice in, he was one of the persons who was in my group. When we were approximately near the road that
separates South Africa from Bisho, we realised that something was going to happen but as we proceeded, when I was going to cross,
there is this road that leads towards the stadium that divides the stadium by fence from the north side to the south side, and there was
a wire razor that had been put up there to prohibit us from going any further. What I saw was that the Ciskei police, it was not the first
time that we had come to Bisho on a march, but this march was different because we observed the road for the manner in which
everything had been set up, that something was going to happen but in the picture of my mind I thought to myself that in previous
marches - previous marches had been allowed and although this one had also been allowed, what was so surprising was when we
crossed [intervention].

Without interrupting you, we are going to run out of time and there are still several more people, please do not be offended but we are
trying to - I was asking you the question in corroboration with the statement that you have put here before us and that is why we have
called people like Smuts and others to give us the background picture and that you people should just add to it your personal
experience. Please do not be offended. --- Let me then just go to the part where the helicopter was taking off. I was with Mr Tom and
them in our group and I don't know how we separated but when we crossed the road separating the southern fence from the northern
fence, before I got to that road we saw a helicopter taking off and in taking off I did not realise that anything was happening at the time
but when it took off I [indistinct] who had seen people running back and heard gunshots. Upon hearing those gunshots ran back in the
direction from which I came and while running I was paddling so to speak waving my arms as I was running and I felt a bullet strike my
arm. I attempted to continue running and fortunately as I ran down the road I met up with a car that was parked on the side of the road
and fortunately, the owner of the car was sitting inside and some of us ran. There was a boy in front of me who was a marshal and I
bumped him and I hadn't realised that he had been struck by a bullet against his head but I then had knocked him while I was also
running away with my injured arm and when I was in the car I asked this man, who I didn't even know, for assistance and he rushed
me to Gray hospital and at Gray hospital I was admitted there and then and told that I would have to be transferred to East London
where I received treatment. I was admitted there and I remained in hospital for three weeks. Thereafter I was discharged in November
and that is basically all that I want to say to the Commission.

Thank you very much. What I would like to know is that what you have said and what is here in your statement is more or less the
same. I don't know if there was some kind of mistake in your statement. You say that from Gray hospital you went to Frere hospital



where upon arrival you were treated for your injury and then discharged but now in your evidence it sounds as if you said that you
were in hospital for three weeks. Could we just get clarity on that while you are here. Is it indeed so that you just went to Frere hospital
and were treated and were discharged? --- No, what happened at Gray hospital is that I got there and there was a group that had
arrived before me. At Gray hospital they merely bandaged my arm so that it could remain in a set position and not bleed too much but
where I did receive treatment was at Frere hospital. That is where they did everything.

At Frere hospital, were you in hospital for three weeks? --- Yes.

Is there any wish or request that you would like to place before this Commission, any way in which you would like the Commission to
be of assistance to you? --- For now, what I have heard, other [indistinct] also say, our joint desire is that we have got one wish for this
Commission but I myself, personally, in my life haven't thought about the fact that I could also be one of them, hence whatever
decision the Commission can take with regard to the victims such as myself.

Had you ever instituted a claim at attorneys in connection with your shooting? --- I never instituted a civil claim but I had gone to Smith
Thabata and I was told there that I should go to Provincial Affairs and ask for the dockets or medical reports or something. They
wanted several things but I never went back to them up until now.

When last did you go to them? --- I had gone recently before I came here, on Wednesday.

In other words as far as you know they are continuing to investigate this matter? --- As far as I know they said that it was, the claim
was still being processed but that investigators had come to me to take statements and that the Truth Commission had also taken
statements that were submitted.

I just want to make sure about this because in order for us to be able to be of assistance to you, we are able to, and investigate this
matter that we can come up with something of substance, are you saying that they are proceeding with the claim which you had
instituted, that you should receive some kind of compensation due to the injuries which you sustained? Do not confuse it with what we
as the Truth Commission are doing but when you say that Smith Thabata attorneys are busy with a claim on your behalf, are you
saying that they are doing it on your behalf, that they are doing it so that you can receive compensation for the injuries which you
sustained on this day? --- Let me say for now that they said that they are proceeding but I am not sure because my medical report still
hasn't been sent to them. It is still at the hospital, at Frere hospital.

Would you like us to assist you in that regard? --- Yes I would appreciate it.

Thank you very much sir.

 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION
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CASE NO: 5

VICTIM: VUSUMZI SYDNEY NQABISA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONIES FROM: MZWABANTU NQABISA [brother]

MS NQABISA [mother]

 

REV FINCA:

Chairperson we would like to call Mzwabantu Nqabisa to the stand.

MZWABANTU NQABISA Duly sworn states

MS NQABISA Duly sworn states

CHAIRPERSON:



Ntsike?

ADV SANDI:

Thank you Chair. In looking at your statement you say that you are going to give evidence with regard to the shooting of your brother
who was a soldier and was a co-soldier with you at the Defence Force in the Ciskei in December 1992, is that correct Mr Nqabisa? ---
That's right.

I am going to ask you a few questions which you will respond to accordingly. Firstly, I would like to ask you a question that is not
related to the incident of the 7th September. In the Ciskei Defence Force, when did you join the Ciskei Defence Force, did you say
1987? --- Yes I joined in 1987.

And your brother that you are going to give evidence about, Vusumzi Sydney Nqabisa, did he join at the same time? --- Yes we both
joined in 1987.

Let us just focus now on that day in September. Can you just sketch a picture for the Commission about the events of that day. Can
you tell us what happened? --- On the 7th September 1992, we left Bisho Military Base and were posted at this Fort Hare premises
where we are today. We were B and C companies and in the company, I was in the B company platoon and each company has three
platoons. In these three platoons, one section was deployed at the car park, the second platoon was deployed by the pavement near
the car park and the third platoon was deployed and so on so forth. Each platoon was deployed according to sections and we were
deployed in such a way that we had completely covered this campus.

Can I please ask you to look at me when you speak so that if I would like to ask you another question you would be able to see that.
Are you saying that the manner in which you were deployed you were basically deployed in such a way that you were facing the
people coming from King William's Town? --- Yes we were deployed in an extended line which is like standing in one row with nobody
behind you.

Where was your brother at the time? --- He was next to me at the time.

Can you please proceed and tell us what happened thereafter. --- What happened on the 7th is that while we were still standing in our
sections, sections 1,2 and 3, we had our commanders who were in charge of us in our various sections - the ranks of lance corporal,
full corporal and sergeants and majors and so forth. What happened on the 7th September is that while we were standing watching
the oncoming crowd, suddenly there was a dark cloud and chaos erupted. What happened was, while we were standing there
watching my brother just fell. What we then did was that the corporal in charge of us said that we should retreat and retreat means that
we should go back. So this commander who was in charge of us, Captain Kyushu, took us and told us that we should go and lay flat
among the flowers here at the fort, here near the tap on the [indistinct]. We then slept there that night and we were wet and cold and
we left there the next morning, when the people left, the people that had come to the march. Everything that had happened after we
had retreated, our section, section 2 because they found that in our section there were casualties and an ambulance came and took
my older brother and took him back to the base. I was not informed of what the nature of his injuries were.

Mr Nqabisa, was there any instruction that you had received on this day when you had been deployed there to watch this crowd
coming into Bisho? --- The instruction which those who were present received on the 6th, the instruction was issued on the 6th from
Brigadier Oupa Gqozo, was that he doesn't want any of the soldiers to go home, that we should all sleep at the base but I insisted and
I went home and I had gone to even tell my sister and the residents that this is what is going to happen on the 7th and that they should
not go to Bisho.

What did you tell them, what was going to happen? --- I told them that there was going to be trouble in Ciskei.

And was there any reason for you to think that this was going to happen? --- Yes there were things which I could have suspected
because judging by the way the people in charge were behaving, they didn't tell us everything. You would be told to stand here and
not even know why you are standing there but that person would know why they let you stand at that place and they knew everything
and we were merely told to stand there and watch the crowd that were coming in towards us.

Did you say that on the 6th September, the day before the shooting, that you were supposed to be at your base but that you were not
at the base? --- I was at the base on the 6th but I went home on my own at my own insistence in spite of them having said that no one
was to go home but I went on my own and got into a taxi and went home.

Did you hear anyone say who had shot your brother, exactly who had shot your brother? --- What happened is that our guns had been
tested, all our firearms had been tested but the ballistics report was never made available to me to know where the bullet came from
which struck him fatally.

Did you say that, where on his body would you say he was struck? --- He was struck on his head and his skull cracked.



When you think because when something happens there are perceptions about how this whole incident took place and when you just
think, who do you think shot at him? --- When I think about it, I don't know and that is the knowledge that I am still looking for today. I
would like to know who shot him.

Tell me, on that day were all the soldiers who were there supposed to have been on duty or were there some who were off-duty on
that day? --- Everyone was instructed on the 6th September that no one should go home, that everyone should report at the base.

Are you no longer a soldier, have you stopped being a soldier? --- Yes I stopped in December last year.

Were there any reasons for you having resigned from the Defence Force? --- Yes there were reasons for my resignation from the
Defence Force. Firstly, after this incident with my brother I changed and I couldn't work properly any more. Secondly, I was someone
who upon waking up at the camp wouldn't want to speak to my superiors and they couldn't tolerate me. Thirdly, I saw that there was
no other way, that I couldn't tolerate this place any more. I did what is known as AWOL [absent without leave] and I took leave without
having been granted permission at base and I was taken to what is known as a court martial. This is what came with the whites when
they came to Bisho Military Base and that is where I was on trial and I was found guilty and I was sent to prison in East London. From
Fleet Street I was sent to the medium prison and that is where we were taken by the white men at the medium prison and were told
that we were now free and that we were being released and that all my army uniforms and everything of mine that belonged to the
army I had to give back and that is how I left.

Is that all you would like to say Mr Nqabisa? Before I ask your mother any questions, is that all you would like to say? Will you allow
me then to proceed to your mother while you are still pondering anything else that you might not have said? May I proceed to your
mother? --- What I would say is that I would like to know because it hurts me very deeply that the problem with my older brother is
something that I hear all over the show. What I would like to know is where the bullet came from? Did it come from the Defence, the
side of the Defence Force, where did it come from and who fired it?

Did you say Mr Nqabisa that what happened to your brother affected you even healthwise. Could you just elaborate on that for us. ---
Yes my health was seriously affected because even in playing in sport I was someone that was very active but even up until today I
find that I am inactive because I just cannot cope because it all comes back to me that instead of having people's children killed over
here, I would rather take them all and live there by myself.

Is that all you would like to say Mr Nqabisa? We would like to thank you for the co-operation you have offered. --- Finally, what really
gets to me is thinking about it because my intentions are that if it was me and if I was in charge I would have rescinded the instruction.
I would have withdrawn the order and this effected my life and it made me a nervous person who gets angry very easily. Thirdly, I get
violent very quickly, yet those are things that never used to happen to me when my brother was still alive and now no matter what I do
I always say that gee whiz, you know, there were two of us before and now I'm alone. That is all.

Thank you very much Mr Nqabisa. Let us just go to your mother now and hear her side.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order. Order please! You don't listen. You are not going to leave here. When we leave you are going to remain behind.

MZWABANTU NQABISA

ADV SANDI:

Ms Nqabisa thank you very much once again. Good afternoon and I would once again like to express my appreciation for you for
appearing before this Commission. You say that this, the tidings of your son having been shot there that day, how did you receive the
news? --- Reverend Touw came on the 8th on the Tuesday.

Could you please come closer to the microphone Ms Nqabisa. --- Reverend Touw came to the house on the 8th at approximately after
10:00 came with some people and one of them was a [indistinct] girl and they had come to bring the news that in the mass action the
previous day here in Bisho, there was this unfortunate incident that Vusumzi was the first person to be struck and that everybody else
was injured because he was the first one to have fallen and that he was one of the first persons out of all the people to be injured here
in Bisho.

Were they trying to say that the people that were in the march did that? --- Yes I am saying that he was the first one to be shot with,
which sparked off this whole incident here in Bisho which lead to the death of all these people.

Your son who was giving evidence before you, said that this affected him severely, the fact that his brother had fallen and I found that
in his evidence I observed that it seems as though they were very close and tell me, had it affected you in any way, the death of your
son? --- He is right, it affected him severely and it affected me too because that was the last - the last thing I remember was when
Reverend Touw was at my house and the next time I came to, was when I was in hospital.



As your son said, how do you think that the death of his brother affected him? --- He is a wreck. He is not what he was before. He has
so much anger and he gets so emotional because thereafter he nearly killed his brother with the weapon and he did not even know
how that had happened. Many people had to stop him. He is right in saying that it has affected him severely, mentally and physically.

Are there any other signs to show that he was really affected by this? --- Yes there are, so much so that some of the evidence can be
obtained from the police station where they kept [indistinct] because you would find that once he went into this mental state, you
wouldn't know what had happened, he would sort of just black out and people would have to take this weapon from him and the police
would have to come to the house and stop him. It's right what he says that he was really affected because he likes to carry this
weapon and he loses his temper easily.

Does he get any treatment from any doctors? --- No.

Do you deem it necessary when looking at him and the way you know him? --- Yes it is very important for him to receive treatment.

Let us just quickly come to you now. You said that you yourself were affected by this, can you tell us how you were affected by this? --
- Yes I've got, I suffer from high blood pressure.

Can you just tell us what your request is or what your wish is that you would like to place before this Commission. --- Mine sir?

Yes ma'am. --- My wish is that the killer, the person who shot Vusumzi, I would like that person to come forward because they really
struck me a low blow and since I had gone to Tienies, an Italian by the name of Olivier in King William's Town, there was nothing
forthcoming from the claim because I had submitted the claim and my file was taken from here with an [indistinct] from here because
there was no finality on how much I should receive and when the office was taken to Pretoria, everything changed and the answer
came back, the attorney saying that I should bring a claim number and I went to the soldier base at group 8 and I was told there that
those were only for soldiers that had been injured and survived and that they did not have any numbers for soldiers that had passed
away.

How old was Vusumzi at the time or can you tell us what year he was born in? --- He was born in 1966.

Had he been married or had he any children? --- No he did not have any children or he wasn't married at the time.

Ms Nqabisa is that all you would like to say? --- That is not all I want to ask the Commission for. I said that after this child had been
shot in September, I had to flee and go and live at Kiep Kiep for about eight months because I was running away even from this one
because I couldn't trust him. It was as if he could even kill himself and then I left. We found that the person we had left to care for our
house was going to buy with the option of buying and in the flat which had been built by these children when they went to join the
army, is that I had to even remove the sinks and to take everything of mine and when I got there I found that the village chief was
looking for me and then asked me please to demolish the walls because the people that the assailants are going to hide behind these
walls and then I went to the government to ask them for assistance which I did not receive and those people then came and they
demolished the place and I was told to remove the old place after it had been demolished. So I ask the Commission to please assist
me because I lost my place in that fashion and that is what happened.

How often did you go back to the house where you were staying before? --- Yes I went back when everyone was quietened down and
I took this child's money and I built these three rooms once again.

Thank you very much Ms Nqabisa. If there is anything that you omitted to say, you can mention it when questions are being put to
you. Thank you very much.
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NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: ZWELENKOSI BABA GWAYI

 



REV FINCA:

Mr Chairperson, we would like to call forward Zwelenkosi Baba Gwayi.

ZWELENKOSI BABA GWAYI Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Thank you Mr Chairman. Zwelenkosi, can you hear me? --- Yes.

Can you please tell us your story of the 7th in front of the Commission in short. --- On the 7th September, on Monday there was a
march to Bisho. We went safely from Victoria grounds. When we were facing the Bisho stadium, comrade Chris told us to sit down.
We didn't sit down. We went on our way. We went to Bisho and when we were there comrade Ronnie Kasrils was leading us and we
went through the gates of Bisho and when we were on the field, the helicopter came and it drove us towards the stadium and I heard
shots. After those shots we ran away trying to get to Bisho, to Bisho stadium. When we were near the bridge we heard another shot,
that was a bullet passing me and the comrade in front of me fell down.

Did you go to the hospital? --- Yes I went to Gray hospital and the Gray hospital was full and we were transferred to Cecilia Makiwane
and I was helped there. I didn't sleep there, I came back on Monday and I went home.

Do you have any place in your body which was shot? --- No.

Were you studying at that time? --- Yes I was studying at [indistinct].

Did you go back to school? --- Yes I did.

What is your wish in front of this Commission? --- My first is that a Commission should request [indistinct] to fund us with money but I
know that it doesn't have money.

After this accident, what has changed in your life?--- No I just lost my three teeth.

Otherwise you went back to school and you are studying now? --- Yes I am studying.

You said the people who were shooting you, you would want them to come in front of this Commission? --- Yes.

Thank you sir.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Order please! Mr Deputy Minister we would like to apologise. We have just got two more. Is that all right? Thank you very,
very much. We thank you for your graciousness.
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CASE NO: 13

VICTIM: THEMBEKILE PHILLIP CEBA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: THEMBEKILE PHILLIP CEBA

 

THEMBEKILE PHILLIP CEBA Duly sworn states

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson. Would you put on the headphones Mr Ceba. Good afternoon, or good evening. Can you hear the translation?



--- Yes I can hear the translation.

Thank you. As we have heard earlier, you were one of those persons who were also present at the march that we are talking about
here and you were in fact shot and injured in that march, is that correct? --- Yes that is true.

Now we have already listened to some testimony about the circumstances as to what happened so I would like to take you straight to
the point where the shooting started and then we can listen to your story from that point onwards. Now according to your statement, it
was when you were about reaching the stadium that you heard shots. --- On the day of the march we were from Victoria Ground and
we went up to Bisho in the march and we were coming, we were marching to Bisho. When I was near the stadium I heard the shots. I
didn't know what was going on. When I was looking forward on the street where we were going, I saw other people falling down and
others coming towards us and we turned back and I ran away. I didn't know what was going on. Others were falling down. I thought, I
saw that something was going on. While I was running I just fell down and my leg was painful, I didn't know what was going on. When
I was looking at my leg I saw that I've got blood in my thigh. I tried to run with my leg towards King William's Town and I couldn't
proceed and one car came by and it tried to help me and this guy asked me what was going on and I told him that I was shot and he
took me to Gray hospital. There were many people in Gray hospital and we sat outside. While we were still outside I was given the
pills and I was injected. They told me to come the following day on the morning and I went back home with my shot leg. I woke up
early in the morning so that I could be there at 7 o'clock. When I was there on the next day I saw the soldiers and they were all over
the place. When entering the hospital they asked me where I was going and then I told them and then they told me to wait until 10
o'clock. I explained to them and I tried to persuade them to open the door for me but they didn't and the comrade came and the
comrade went to the soldiers to ask them to let me in but they refused. The comrade told me to wait until 10 o'clock because the
soldiers told me I would be admitted after 10 so I had to wait for 10 o'clock. Whilst I was still there the nurse came and asked me what
was my problem because she saw me yesterday and then she was so surprised that the soldiers couldn't let me in and she took me
there and she said she would talk to them. She talked to them and they admitted me. At Gray hospital they looked at the x-ray where
the bullet was and they saw it. They told me that on the next day ... end of Tape 7, side B ... I have to go to Cecilia Makiwane so that
they can take out the bullet. I went home and then the next morning I went to Cecilia Makiwane in Mdantsane. When I was there in
Mdantsane I went in and I was given a letter from King William's Town so I gave them the letter. They looked at me and they
examined me. They told me they can't take out the bullet from my leg and I asked why. I asked why they couldn't, they said that it is
between the muscles and it will depend because if they take the bullet out I will be paralysed, I couldn't walk. I can't walk. They just
told me they will give me pills and they told me I have to go there to get treatment and medicines and what about the bullet, and I
didn't like this idea of having a bullet in my body and I persuaded them to take it out because I thought that this bullet would go around
my body and they told me that that would not happen. They told me that there are people who have been shot and they have bullets in
their bodies and nothing is happening to them. They just told me to go to the hospital for a check-up because if they took out the bullet
I'd be paralysed. I accepted that and then I went home. When I was at home I told them what the doctors told me. My mother was so
surprises and she asked me that why should I stay with a bullet in my body and then I stayed, it was there in my body. I woke up the
next morning and I went to the attorneys to Smith to claim. When claiming they took my statement, they asked me whether I was
outside or inside when I was shot and then I told them I was outside when I was shot. They gave me a week. They told me to come
after eight weeks to check my claim. They asked me which doctors did I go to and I told them I went to Gray hospital and I went to
Cecilia Makiwane. They asked me whether I have cards, the hospital cards and then I said yes and the x-ray of where the bullet is and
I told them I have that. They said they will appreciate it if I will give them all that and then I had to go to Gray hospital and they had to
check the damage in my body and then we were going to Cecilia Makiwane. I gave them all those documents and then they told me to
go and check what was going on. I went there to check my claim and they told me that the money was there. All of us who were shot
in Bisho, the money is there but it's not enough. It's only R3000 and the attorney told me he will do means that the money could be
raised so that if I get the money I'll be satisfied and I asked the lawyer whether, how much is he going to take from the money I'm
going to get and then he said I will only see how much he will take when the money comes and then I went back there to check what
was happening. He told me the money was there and then he took that R3000 and gave it to me. He told me he will take the R1000
from the R3000 and then he gave me the R2000 and then he said that is all I'm going to get and I went home.

Now Mr Ceba, what is the affect of that bullet being on your leg, what is your leg like now, can you use it? Have you got full use of
your leg or what is the position? --- My leg doesn't work properly, even in my job I sometimes get pains and I get cramps. I can't work
properly with this leg.

And what has been the consequence of that, are you able to keep a full-time job or what is the position? How do you work nowadays?
--- No, I have to rest because I can't stand for a long time.

One other thing, have you got any idea where this bullet came from that struck you? --- The bullet was coming from the helicopter.

Now you have a very specific request to the Commission, would you like to put that to us? --- Yes I do have a request to the
Commission. I would like the Commission to help me, I would like it to help me to get pension for this leg because it is clear that I won't
be able to work properly with this leg.

Thank you. Have you got a family, children? --- I have one child.



And what is the age of the child? --- The child is four years old.

Well thank you very much. Is there anything else that you would like to add to what you have already told us? --- No, except that I
want to get pension.

Thank you. We have noted all of that and thank you for that full account. I'll hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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REV FINCA:

Your Grace, the last witness Siyabulela Gusha. Ntsike Sandi to do the witness.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

SIYABULELA GUSHA Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Mr Gusha, due to obvious reasons, time constraints, we would like to ask you to be very brief and just tell us your version of events
that took place that day. You were shot, where on your body were you shot? --- In my scapula, my shoulder blade.

You pointed to your shoulder, could you please tell us the explanation which you received to your shoulder. --- It is not exactly my
shoulder, it is the bone behind the one shoulder.

Could you please come closer to the microphone. --- Yes it is the bone and the back side, my shoulder blade and it was found that the
bullet was lodged in the bone and they said that they wouldn't be able to remove it and hence the bullet is still lodged there.

Do you mean to say that the bullet is still lodged in your body up until this day? --- Yes that is so.

Could you just tell us what your requests are to this Commission. What would you like this Commission to do for you? --- It would be
difficult but I would like to do it because I have heard this Commission previously say that it hasn't got anything. I am a student and
while I am school I am busy with standard ten and I would like to continue with my education and during the course of my studies what
I have heard from doctors is that there are certain things that I am not going to be able to do. Another problem that I have is that I
constantly complain about backache and I get tired very quickly, so I would then ask the Commission to assist me so that I can
continue with my education and that it should give me assistance so that if ever I, whenever I experience these pains again that I
should be able to consult a doctor.

Did you say that you made an application for a disability grant? --- Yes that is correct. We were in Mdantsane Constituency offices on
a Friday and we were told there that the Truth Commission statement takers were not there yet and we were told to go back on
Monday. When we went back the Monday and I tried to establish from the lady who was there at the Constituent offices how I could go
about this and she said that you could try going to the hospital and there you could ask them for your medical report.

What did the doctor say in the medical report? Did he say whether or not you are fit to receive a disability grant? --- Yes, the doctor
declares me fit to receive this grant.



Have you ever been to an attorney for assistance, to institute a civil claim? --- No I've never been to one.

Was there any reason why you did not do this? --- I did not know where to start.

Is that all you would like to say to us Mr Gusha? --- Yes that is all.

Thank you very much. Thank you Chair.

CHAIRPERSON:

We thank all of you and would like you to know that we sympathise with you and those who have lost friends and family and the
request that you have put before the Commission, even though you say shame, this poor Commission hasn't got anything, hasn't got
any money. That is true but we are going to try by all means to see what we can do. Thank you very much. ... end of Tape 8, side A
...
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RONNIE KASRILS Duly sworn states

REV FINCA:

Thank you very much, you have to leave me.

RONNIE KASRILS:

Archbishop, Chairperson and fellow commissioners, I really welcome this opportunity to give a personal account, my own account of
the appalling massacre that took place at Bisho on the 7th September 1992. I trust you have copies of my statement. You have
listened this morning extensively to Cyril Rhamaphosa and Smuts Ngonyama dealing with the background to this march and the
actual march itself.

In my statement I have obviously for the sake of being total, or holistic as South Africans like to call it, Archbishop, given my version
from start to finish but with your permission I will gloss over the first section basically that background and of course I will concentrate
on those sections which are very much my own particular conduct.

I am presently Deputy Minister of Defence in the democratic government of South Africa. At the time I headed the Campaigns
Department of the ANC and I was also a member of the National Executive Committee of the ANC and Central Committee of the
Communist Party. We have heard about the march of the 4th August. I was not present here on that occasion. I was involved at the
national level co-ordinating the countrywide marches, protests and demonstrations following the breakdown of CODESSA - that period
that Mr Pik Botha refers to as the dream turned into a nightmare. It wasn't so for us. It was a tough period but because of the
breakdown of those talks we felt we had to revert to mass action to give the people their voice behind the negotiation process so that
we could really get it moving in a serious way.

So on the 4th August I was at the national level doing the co-ordinating work. Of course I heard a lot about that march and I think it's
quite interesting to note that both Chris Hani and Raymond Suttner who Mr Botha referred to extensively this morning, were on that
march, obviously came to certain conclusions as a result of that march and the frustration of having been prevented to go into the
town and carry out a people's assembly there that in fact, they learnt the lessons from that march.

It was rather different to Mr Botha, with all due respect to his submission, and they were very strong in terms of advocating together
with the Boarder Regional Executive and the structures here, the fact that we really needed to march again and reach that CBD.

More particularly since, is my submission and Smuts has pointed out, the repression in the Ciskei after the 4th August if anything
really increased, the brutality increased and it was felt here that we really had to make it very, very clear not only to the Gqozo
administration but to Pretoria that the people just could no longer tolerate, given the enormous changes taking place elsewhere in
South Africa, that the Ciskei had to change. So approximately a week before the march I arrived in the border region together with



Chris Hani and Raymond Suttner. Steven Tshwete came a couple of days later and we joined at the request of the Border Regional
Executive, their preparations for the march of the 7th.

Our president who was at the National Executive Committee meeting on the 31st August when the chairman of the Border Region was
present, said that this demonstration had to really be well organised, that we had to succeed and he was very strong about us coming
down and being here for at least a week to help in the preparations. I addressed numerous meetings during the course of the week, all
over the territory that used to be called the Ciskei, in villages, in the factories, in the townships. I really came to know in that week the
suffering of the people here, their spirit and their yearning for freedom. That mood made an incredible impression on me.

My involvement in the struggle goes back to that dreadful massacre in 1960 at Sharpeville when I was a young white person with a
privileged background and when that massacre took place I decided then that I had to join in with the struggle to change this country.
The African people of this country inflamed me from that time. That is what had driven me, the struggle of the people, and if I've made
my mistakes I've made them in good faith, attempting to do everything possible to change first of all the awful system of apartheid
which I totally abhorred then and still do, and everything to see that we have the proper change in this country of the kind that the
Archbishop referred to earlier today.

So I must say that my determination increased in terms of the campaign that we were involved in. There were two meetings I
addressed that week and they particularly stand out. The first was an attempt on the 2nd September to hold a street corner rally in
Peddie which we had to abandon temporarily when the Ciskei Security Police arrived on the spot and without any further ado began
lobbing teargas at us. We immediately retreated. I was with a group of ANC comrades and the next minute I found I was in their
company, we went to the magistrate's office to protest about what had happened and to demand the right to stage a little rally in that
small town of Peddie and to my amazement when he said he couldn't do anything, the comrades sat down in that office and they said
well we're staying here until you give us permission. So we were there for two or three hours and finally he had gone away to consult,
he came back and he signed the order. I think in a little way it made us feel that the kind of protest action that we were involved in, in
the Ciskei could actually work.

The other occasion was the burial of an ANC man, the chairperson of a civic organisation at Tentagate near Queenstown on the 3rd
September 1992. I was there with Chris Dlamini, the COSATO the trade unionist. We were very moved. It was a political
assassination quite clearly and I still hear the beautiful singing of that village congregation. We've dealt with the decision of the
strategising committee which involved the members from the National Executive, other leaders of the Alliance and the local
leadership, that the march would move into Bisho and we would have an assembly in the CBD area. That was emblazoned on our
minds. That was the objective, and the mood was such that we were not prepared to be sidelined into the stadium as had been the
case previously.

You've heard how the mass rally was held at the Victoria grounds in King William's Town in preparation for our march up the hill that
morning. I didn't speak at that meeting but all the speakers made it abundantly clear what the objective of the march was and of
course stressing the peaceful nature.

As the march ascended the hill towards Bisho, it was decided that a small group of ours would be despatched as Smuts had told us
this morning, to investigate the situation. We were in fact a reconnaissance party but Archbishop, I don't use that in the military sense.
We were really unarmed. We went to have a look and the names are listed there, there were six/seven of us including of course
Smuts and Ngonyama. We drove in a little truck and we arrived at the border where we found the way blocked in the manner that Cyril
Rhamaphosa and Smuts described, by the razor wire barrier.

We immediately went to that barrier to speak to Mr John Hall and Anthony Geldenhuys of the National Peace Committee and I also
responded as well as Andrew Hendricks, to some questions from the media. We explained that the march was more or less 20
minutes behind us and made it clear to Messrs Hall and Geldenhuys in no uncertain terms what our intention was. I have included in
my submission a document which I actually received from the police who are running inquiries at the moment concerning the march
and possible charges. When I gave them the statement the superintendent kindly produced a document for me which I have given to
you, which is a typescript from the police video. I found this very useful and I wished I'd had it much earlier because quite frankly, one
doesn't remember exactly what one says. That is there for you.

I'd just like to stress a few parts there. There was a reporter who posed a question to me and it's clear they didn't give what the
question was but he obviously must have said, are you going to hold a rally in the stadium. Kasrils to the reporter at the razor wire
barrier: No, we don't simply want to go into the stadium at all. We really feel it is the right to cross this artificial boundary and come into
Bisho and hold a peaceful [and I stress peaceful] demonstration. This is page 9 of my submission, and I make the point we are not
carrying guns.

And then to Doctor Geldenhuys: We're really imploring you to see that the soldiers under no circumstances open fire and no soldier
will be hurt by us. We will be calm. We do intend to make a point here today. That point is about the freedom of expression and the
need for democracy in the Ciskei and we'd like you to say to the authorities that they should tolerate people coming to Bisho, holding a
meeting, demonstrating, expressing their will and the point of that is to relay that to President de Klerk.



According to the typescript, the Deputy Chairperson of Border ANC and Hendricks concluded with a similar point and made the
statement: Tell Gqozo that we are going to that open field there, pointing in the direction of Bisho. At this point, Chairperson, my
statement becomes somewhat more and more specific to me so I'll make more use of it. The advance party, our advance party
entered the stadium, we had a look around and we were extremely surprised to find on the northern side of that stadium that a section
of the fence, ten metres or so, was totally flattened down on the ground and it was very easy to walk through it into the area, the
territory, further territory of the Ciskei. I was very surprised.

My companions, Chippy Olwer and Donnay Kunie who had been on the 4th August march explained to me that when the people had
come into the stadium, there was such a huge crowd they couldn't all get in through a narrow entrance, so a section of the crowd had
flattened that fence and got in that way. It was actually very easy to break down a fence if one wanted to, especially if you've got such
a force of people, which would have been the case on the 7th as well. What we were surprised about was the fact that that opening
was still there, given the tremendous efforts that had obviously gone in that day to preventing us with the razor wire from moving out of
the road and into Bisho itself.

We were very surprised as well that there appeared to be no soldiers whatsoever in the vicinity of that gap. I had a very good look and
in fact I came up onto the slope overlooking the fence [I'm sure you've seen the stadium] and there's an embankment around. We got
up onto that embankment even up on the stadium, to have a good look around. I could see no deployment of troops anywhere. I really
need to stress this in view of other versions, even the views of some of my own comrades but nobody, no security were in sight in the
proximity.

You've heard where they were deployed and we could see this, over at this complex here, the Fort Hare buildings, along this side of
the road, the troops lined up, as one of the witnesses, the former member of the CDF had explained, the other side of the barrier as
we came up, the Ciskei Police and the South African Police for some time. Beyond that barrier where this Telecommunications Centre
is, at the cross-roads of Jongilanga Crescent [excuse my, no I think it's Jongilengwe - Jongilanga] and the main road. That
Telecommunications Centre which we could see from inside the stadium had a large deployment of troops at that point.

We perceived that if we went through the gap and if we turned in a westerly direction, we would be moving totally away from those
buildings and any deployment of troops as they were then deployed, basically at these buildings. We concluded that the troops were
deployed to protect buildings and the sacred term 'property' which sometimes is used as though it's more important than people, were
people or property endangered. We looked at this and it seemed as though that was the major reason for the deployment. More
particularly since there weren't any troops in the vicinity that I've talked about.

Then we had a little discussion, I haven't elaborated on this in my report very much but in looking at that landscape, that was the view
that we all felt. We had a discussion and we considered is it possible. We were of course very aware of the soldiers and what soldiers
could do but we felt, move west, move quickly and demonstrate to the soldiers that we were not a threat to them in any way. We would
go out westward into open fields and then veer back and around towards the CBD. Totally avoiding the concentration of troops.

We believed that this action would give them no basis or pretext to use violence against us and we felt this crucial to the safety of the
march. To adopt this course of action leaders would have to be in the front, to lead our followers in the required direction. We all
agreed on this approach and we returned to the march which was now maybe ten or fifteen minutes down the road. We reported what
we had observed to the committee who were at the forefront and after a brief discussion, we didn't have very much time, it was a brief
discussion, the decision was taken that we would in the South African rugby paalens go for that gap, so that the march would come
up the hill and we would split in two.

Cyril Rhamaphosa and a number of our leaders would move to the razor wire barricade to discuss with Hall and Geldenhuys, Hani,
Chris Hani, myself, Smuts and Ngonyama, Linda Mnti at that time the chairperson of the Eastern Cape ANC, would lead marchers into
the stadium, through the stadium as quickly as possible, out through the gap in the way that I've described it. And this is what then
happened, to a point of course.

We followed that scenario Chairperson. We came out of that gap. We broke into a run. We beckoned others to follow, to show them
the way. We veered in that direction that I've indicated and we must have moved for 50 or 60 metres. Without any warning as you
have heard already, the shooting broke out, the full volley fire. Our immediate reaction was to dive to the ground and seek cover.
When you're under fire you're always not sure, is it real? Many people think, as I think you've heard somebody you mention, I think
somebody referred to a journalist saying, it's blanks.

You cannot normally believe, unless you're a soldier in battle, that the authority are shooting at you, and you think well it's blanks or
are they shooting over our heads. But whatever you think Chairperson, when you hear that first shot, a human being, unless you're in
battle with your steel helmet and your defensive armour, you hit mother earth, in a kind way. You kiss mother earth, and you hope that
there is going to be one or two shots and it's warning shots and that would give you an idea it's blanks. But this fusillade continued and
as Cyril Rhamaphosa mentioned it seemed to go on for an hour.

It went on and on, and on, I couldn't believe it. I thought it would never stop and then I was aware of the sensation that made me



realise this just wasn't blanks because it was like a swarm of bees over our heads whistling and bees and you realised blanks don't
come whistling overhead. It was horrific and to compound that, was suddenly the whoosh through the air of launched hand grenades.
Something which I am a little bit, had been used to, being a soldier, of course you hear from a lot of people on this march, Cyril I think
said it, we thought they were dropping bombs on us but I could hear this vrrrr, vrrrr, vrrrr, which was the sound of a hand grenade as
it's launched and I thought my God, they have really gone crazy and boom, and boom, and boom, and boom. Four grenades in this
awful period of two minutes that seemed an agony of five/ten minutes. I really believed it was five/ten minutes.

After the first volley which has been estimated at 60 seconds to 90 seconds, which is a tremendous time of soldiers shooting with
automatic weapons without respite. The slight lull which the Commissioner has referred to this morning in questions, the slight lull,
10/15 seconds maybe, we put our heads up just to check what it was. The people with me were all trained. Linda Mnti and the others,
my bodyguard Petrus Wanto, so we hardly raised our heads and then voom, voom again, the gunfire, the crackle and we were down.
Bushy, that's Petrus Wanto, had shouted to me, I've been hit, in that ten second silence and I was too scared to move a muscle.

The shooting came again and I lay there for another 30 seconds or whatever. We don't know what, we didn't know what was
happening elsewhere, we couldn't hear any screams above this fusillade. It died down, we must've lain there for ten, twenty, thirty
seconds. Bushy to me, I've been hit, I think a rubber bullet. Bushy, hold on I'll come, I'll come, cry to myself do I dare move, are they
going to shoot again, another cry goodness, my God, I can't wait any longer so I crawled over to him. I turned him over and the blood
was gushing out of his stomach. He thought it was a rubber bullet. You don't feel the pain unless it hits bone because of the heat. You
get that pain later unless it's bone and then you're in terrible pain, and I said to him, okay don't worry. I didn't dare raise, I turned over
on my belly and I pulled him next to me and laboriously began dragging him back.

Smuts came next to me as well as Linda Mnti and we went back 30 yards or so and by then we realised they weren't going to shoot
again. We could hear the crying, we could hear all sorts of noises. We realised the shooting was over and we got up, we carried
Bushy into the stadium and then it was, the carnage that we saw in that tunnel, six people dead already, a young man in his death
throws, his companion, another young man from a village or a township, which I can never forget trying to give him the kiss of life and
he had a hole the size of a cricket ball in his head.

The First Aid people were busy, these were the First Aid people we had organised. They were doing sterling work there and we began
to help them as best we could and saw the extent of this carnage. I spent some time there and then I received a message from Chris
Hani to say the soldiers and the police of the Ciskei were seen to be coming to the stadium, I must get the hell out and I must join the
leadership to give a report and assess the situation which is what I did.

The Goldstone Commission's findings are that apparently 185 rounds of ammunition and four grenades were used, I presume from the
soldiers deployed in the vicinity of the radio installation, and 240 rounds fired by the soldiers at the Fort Hare campus. That's a total of
425 rounds. We had over 200 people injured and 28 who were killed on the spot. It's not possible to hit 220, let's say it was 200
injured, we've heard that maybe it was 250 or 300 but let's say 200 were hit and 28 dead. It's not possible to hit 228 human beings
with 425 rounds of automatic fire. When you open fire with an automatic weapon at a distance, and many of the soldiers were 200
metres or whatever, the weapon jumps in your hands, it's very difficult to keep it still, even against a crowd, and I wouldn't be surprised
if something like 1000 were fired. Now I'm not alleging that, I don't know. It's surprising to me and I would like to draw this to your
attention when you have the chance to hear the version from the soldiers.

You've heard how the Ciskei Defence Force shot, not only at us, those of us going through the gap, but also at people inside the
stadium and others who were at the barricade there with Cyril Rhamaphosa and others who were down the road going back towards
King William's Town. There were actually people lying dead there on South African soil and I would have loved to have asked Mr
Botha this morning, why the Pretoria Regime never bothered to institute any legal action against the Ciskei Administration for killing
people on South African soil. They gave no warning of any kind that they would open fire. No verbal warnings were given. There was
no use of bird-shot or rubber bullets or teargas in advance. There was no firing of warning shots into the air or over our heads and I
would like to stress that if there had been a warning, and I'm not saying this now, Archbishop, now from this point now, if there had
been a warning of this kind, if they had fired a couple of shots at us, we would have stopped. It's not me alleging this now or claiming it
now because the proof of the pudding is in terms of what happened to us.

The moment the shooting started we stopped in our tracks, we hit the ground and we returned. If those had been blank bullets fired
over our heads we would have done the same thing. We wouldn't have then got up and charged again because we would know that to
fire over our heads is a warning and the next time, watch out we will aim for you. If we knew that they were going to use live
ammunition without warning we wouldn't have gone through that gap. I wouldn't have placed my own life in such danger and I certainly
wouldn't have placed the lives of others on that march.

One is left to wonder and imagine the extent to which the Ciskei soldiers and their officers had been worked up to unleash such
murderous fire on unarmed civilians, compounded by the almost unthinkable action of launching grenades into crowds, dense crowds
of human beings and I make that statement in terms of trying to understand the foot soldier on the ground. We had one here today
whose brother was killed.



The foot soldier who pulled the trigger at us and at the people throughout the centuries, or who strung Christ up on the cross, and I
don't say that to curry favour, that's the foot soldier, that Roman legionnaire or the front-line soldier who is trained, left right, left right,
by order, arm your weapon, load, aim, fire, and it becomes almost mechanical. To what degree were those Ciskeians' brother Africans
to the people who were marching against them, worked up to believe by that evil system of apartheid that spawned Gqozo and this
regime, were worked up to feel that hier kom die kommuniste here come the Reds, the Swartgevaar and the Rooigevaar or
whatever.

Being black soldiers they would have been told we were coming and their lives would be in mortal danger. It was either our lives or
their lives and the South African Defence Force soldiers, those white soldiers in command, their role in this. They had to train those
soldiers and they mustn't be like Pik Botha who today makes jokes about African Heads of State, be they Ciskeians or
Bophuthatswana. I don't take kindly to that joke because it's not exactly a joke about Lucas Mangope. It's a joke about us, we'll order
buses from Austria on the wrong side etc.

To what degree is it that system to blame for those young Ciskeian boys, by the way hardly with education, they took them in here at
standard six and what training did Marius Oelschig really give them? What did he put into their heads to make them act like pawns in
the game. They were pawns in the game and that's why my friend, Smuts Ngonyama looks at this and he says there was some
conspiracy. I think that needs to be considered. Sorry, if you can just bear with me. It is my submission that the responsibility for the
death and the injuries that occurred on that day, this is page 15, fall squarely on the shoulders of that defence force and those in
command including those who wielded power and authority in Pretoria, and by the way one needs to remember that it's Pretoria that
provided the Ciskei and Bop. and everywhere else with every last tickey and sixpence and cent and rand that they had. So when Mr
Botha says he couldn't really do anything, we've seen it happen all over the world, you turn the tap off and within a week or by the end
of the month when salaries have to be paid, you get what you want.

What remains an enigma is why the large gap was left in the stadium's fence. It seems extraordinary that the Ciskei authorities didn't
repair that fence, placed razor wire across it on the day of the march which would have been very simple or deploy soldiers there
indicating to the marchers that we dare not go through. Because what's the point of hiding soldiers, if in fact they were in a hidden
position. It either points to utter incompetence and, Chairperson, I don't say that that should not be ruled out, I've studied this situation
as you can imagine. I don't think utter incompetence on the part of those in command of that defence force should be ruled out. Either
that or cynical intent to lure people through the gap and given the considerable speculation in this regard, one really hopes that the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission will uncover the truth.

I've dealt with the events, Archbishop. Finally I respectfully ask you to bear with me as I come to my own very personal testament
concerning my own conduct at the time. It's the first time in public that I have been able to do so. I attempted to explain myself to the
press. The press had garbled versions of Red Ronnie. Goldstone Commission and if you want to dignify those other Commissions
with the name Commission, Pickhard set up by Gqozo and the Ciskei Police. All three Commissions didn't get in touch with me, not
even Goldstone. They gave me no chance. Goldstone gave me no chance to come forward. If I was so controversial and they were
asking that I should be censured by the ANC I would have really had expected them to call me and say please give us an account of
what you actually did. So my coming here today is a personal experience for me as someone who now personally comes to
understand the wonderful role of this Commission in giving us the opportunity, whatever it is that we may or may not have done. I have
been filled with anger and intense regret that a peaceful march ended so tragically with such senseless and needless violence and my
heart and thoughts go out to all the families of the bereaved and I'm saddened by the fact that my friend Oswald Mafa who was with us
this morning, has been left paralysed but one is strengthened by his incredible courage and fortitude.

These were the people who followed our leadership, who followed my leadership and to this day I truly agonise over my own decision
as a leader of that group that was fired upon first. I accept in a profound, moral sense that I was an element in the events that
culminated in the massacre and it still haunts me that perhaps we could have done more to avoid that terrible outcome, but in all
honesty if we had known that the Ciskeian forces would open fire on us, we would never have taken those risks.

We did not imagine that Gqozo, as cruel and desperate as we regarded him, would dare react with such brute force, particularly at
such a public event in the eyes of the world's media, and one can only speculate on the forces and the individuals who may have
encouraged Gqozo, and I'm sure that there are forces and individuals who encouraged him, to make him feel that he could defy, defy
civilised and right thinking people of the world in this way. Those people certainly share responsibility with him and today, as always
happens in history, they have dumped him like garbage and we see that in fact, Minister Gqozo, Brigadier Gqozo was nothing but a
little pawn in the game, just as his soldiers were nothing but smaller pawns in the game.

With the benefit of hindsight, some might say that our decision was a tragic miscalculation but at the time, such a possibility seemed
improbable to us, particularly since our stated objectives and our visible conduct was so clearly non-violent. Should we have taken the
risk at all? Although I have a military background as a member, a commander of Umkhonto we Sizwe, our approach on the march was
motivated by a Ghanaian spirit of civil disobedience. Not that that was something new and superficial to us but we had used this in this
country up to Sharpeville and I quote Ghandi's statement:

'Civil disobedience becomes a sacred duty when the State becomes lawless or, which is the same thing, corrupt and where non co-



operation with evil is as much a duty as co-operation with good.'

Archbishop, I mentioned how I became involved at the time of Sharpeville, I hadn't read this then. I wasn't political, I hardly read, I was
one of these silly sports mad young whites. I came to read this later but this was what I felt, this was in my heart at the time of
Sharpeville and I felt that I had to take a stand then against evil. If I didn't then it was, if I didn't, then I was really guilty as every white
would have been and had been in this country, who didn't become involved.

We believed this non-violent mass action which we came to use in this period after the ANC's ban was lifted, was in that great tradition
of Ghandi, Lethuli, Martin Luther King and others, and we believed it could end the evil of Gqozo's despotic regime. We felt this was
possible in the Ciskei at the time, given the changes in our country. We took, we prepared to take certain risks because we believed in
the cause of freedom and could not aqueous in tyranny or tolerate oppression.

For several decades, black communities in particular, together with Coloured and Indian and a few brave whites, resisted the brutal
system of apartheid with the full knowledge that they courted imprisonment, torture, public beatings and death. In the Ciskei on the
day of the march, tens of thousands braved that risk because they wanted freedom with a deep passion. The alternative is submission
and that is simply intolerable. I therefore emphatically reject the assertion from some quarters that the leadership of the ANC should
have refrained from engaging in non-violent action in the Ciskei or elsewhere at that time and throughout our history because such
action might lead to violence by Pretoria and its surrogates.

It is absurd to shift responsibility to those who engaged in non-violent action and who were in fact, the innocent victims of that
violence. I found it very moving when we came back to King William's Town ten days later and we had, with Reverend Finca here and
others, a memorial and the burials and we had Doctor Amelio Castro, head of the World Council of Churches, there. He made a
statement that really inspired me at this time of feeling of such misery, when he said the tyrants always try to blame the leaders of the
people for the massacres. The blame clearly rests with those who pulled the trigger and those who ordered the killings, the CDF and
the regime of De Klerk.

If we are truly to have reconciliation and it is to be more than merely a word, then we are duty bound to uncover the truth. Whilst the
ANC took collective responsibility for its role, I do not seek to evade any objective inquiry into my conduct. I have particularly wanted to
dispel the impression created in some sections of the media, that I led an independent break-away from the march. I think you have
heard from others that it wasn't Red Ronnie deciding something on his own and I am very gratified to the ANC for always having made
that clear. I am gratified that comrade Smuts is here to be able to say he was there, he took part in the decision.

I leave it to the imagination as to why the press liked to focus on me. I emphatically reject this allegation and I claim it is clearly
politically motivated to a degree and as it is intended to suggest that I knowingly and wilfully led innocent people to their slaughter.
Even if I had intended to do that, which I did not, I would have hardly led from the front and placed myself directly in the line of fire.
When this invidious criticism was levelled at me, the ANC and those we led, stood by me including President Madiba and I value
beyond expression, that support.

I am sincerely indebted, Archbishop, to the TRC for inviting me to make this submission here today and I thank you for having given
me this opportunity. If you will bear with me I would like to say a few words about the Ciskeian soldiers who opened fire on the march.
An irony of this rainbow nation of ours, as you've coined it Archbishop, is that with all the strange things happening, Raymond Mhlaba
now here at Bisho where Oupa Gqozo used to laudit. Here I am, a Deputy Minister of Defence in this democratic government and I
have a responsibility to the soldiers of this country including them, and to the members of former SADF who trained and commanded
them, we are creating a new defence force of seven former antagonistic forces, and we can only do this on the basis of reconciliation,
which is vital to the well being of our society and our future.

Can we blame any of the, any individual in their rank? I've had to meet them, old SADF, former Ciskei. I've been to the barracks here
at Bisho. On tour of inspection with Minister Modisi, trying to create this new defence force which must defend and guard the freedom
and the sovereignty which the Archbishop referred to, and I have had to grapple with my conscience. They were products of an evil
system that conditioned them to fear the manifestations of democracy and they were programmed to believe that we were devils
incarnate.

As I have mentioned, they must have been worked up as to believe that we were a threat to their lives. As recently as this past Friday I
visited Defence Headquarters here in King William's Town and through the Commanding Officers, I encouraged them all to seek
indemnity because they did commit a heinous crime. They must expunge their guilt by telling the truth and seeking forgiveness from
their victims. They can shed light on what actually happened and need to be encouraged to seek indemnity because this is the key
thing. They have been afraid to tell the truth. And I have been told stories about this officer and that commander and this one who is
suicidal and this one who is drinking himself to death, and I must tell you that I have feeling for them, which is why I am making this
statement and I have sent back this message to tell them they've got nothing to fear if they come forward. But that's not the only thing.
It's not the only thing in creating a new defence force because anyone in our new defence force now must demonstrate by their
actions as soldiers that they wish to serve and protect the people of our country and our democratic system.



We must never again have a South African Defence Force or security that is used as a repressive instrument against our people or as
an aggressor against our neighbours. We owe this to those who perished, to those who ... End of Tape 9, Side A.

CHAIRPERSON:

Are there any questions? Dumisa Ntsebeza?

MR NTSEBEZA:

I just wish to again thank you Deputy Minister, for also the Commission to get not only a first-hand report, but to get a perspective and
I daresay from the position of the investigative unit which had a background. We now are going to have a fair sense of balance and I
would therefore like for the sake of the record just to make sure that we are going about our facts correctly.

When the Pickhard Commission met or set, is it your evidence that you were not called or you did not participate in that Commission
so that your perspective can be given. That's now the first question.

The second question, also for the record, just for us to, because there are certain sections that I want to put to you as to what their
conclusions were but I would like to know as a matter of record, historical record, that these conclusions, either about yourself and
your conduct or about others, were done by judges, judiciary judges, some of whom are being respected and being banded about as
examples of what judiciaries should be. But I'm keen to find out whether as a matter of historical record, it is your testimony under oath
that when Goldstone also had a Commission and conducted this Commission of enquiry against the background of what you had said,
where media, speculations about your particular role and when as a consequence thereof, he made not only certain findings about
your conduct which were not flattering, but he actually called on the ANC to censure you, because I'm going to ask whether that was
done and if it was not done, why was it not done etc. but is it so that your evidence under oath is that those conclusions were made by
that judge without you ever having been given an opportunity to be heard. I just want for record.

MR KASRILS:

Yes Advocate Ntsebeza that is the case. I received no invitation or notification from either Pickhard or Goldstone whatsoever. I've got
no idea whether Goldstone discussed with the ANC, whether they should have anybody there but I don't think so.

MR NTSEBEZA:

Well to me it is immaterial but I'm not making a judgement now. I don't think it is material for me whether he should have had a
discussion. I think the issue is whether a judge, let alone a judge who conducts a Commission of that nature and who then who comes
with recommendations and findings, can do so at a time when the person about whom he makes adverse findings has not been given
an opportunity to be heard. I think to me, that's the bottom line.

MR KASRILS:

Well that is exactly what happened. I read about this in the press.

MR NTSEBEZA:

Now I don't know whether you are in a position to ask then, to answer then the further question, and the further question is: Are you
aware if, according to the Goldstone Commission report, the ANC were aware that they were supposed to publicly censure you and
other ANC leaders and if so, when was this done? If you were publicly censured by them, when was this done? If not, why not?

MR KASRILS:

This was recommended. The ANC was well aware of it and I was, we received the Goldstone reports. The ANC discussed it at a
meeting and it was decided that they would not censure me because the ANC did not feel that it was necessary that I should be
censured.

MR NTSEBEZA:

Now one last question. Maybe you've heard that Mr Botha referred to a visit to the Ciskei Council of State by the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr Schoeman, on the 28th August 1992. Now I don't know whether you have had access to some Minutes of that
meeting because somewhere you do express a desire for you personally, to know what must have been going on in the minds of the
foot soldiers and you are asking the Commission to also find out whether the conspiracy theory can be sustained because it does
appear from the evidence, and from all the objective circumstances, that there was this wide gap, whether it was as a consequence of
incompetence or a planned design, but there was that route that was open and we have to look into the conspiracy theory.

But there are Minutes dubbed confidential which the investigation unit here has had access to. I don't know whether you have had



access to the meetings.

MR KASRILS:

No, No.

MR NTSEBEZA:

You know it's very interesting to find that at that meeting, what might happen on the day of the march was discussed towards the end
and one person who was present at that meeting was a certain gentleman called Mr Webb. I think he was a Minister of Justice then
and there was another Minister called Mr Keyser. Now they took the view that they are so, in fact Keyser says here - another point is
that the people tend to think of the brigadier as a dictator, 5% of our budget is spent on security forces who are so thin on the ground
that if those people [those people are yourselves on the 7th] if those people get in here to Bisho we would not know how to handle
them and thousands of civil servants are sitting there crumbling in their offices.

What is going to happen then if it comes from all sides? Our security forces won't be adequate on the ground. Now do you think if we
were to look just as this as somewhat, do you think that it could have constituted sufficient reason for them, just the fear of being
unseated by popular demand, that that was sufficient for them as a Council of State to have drummed into the heads of the soldiers
that if those people come in here, you'll be lynched. If that was the thinking that they were prepared in a meeting to convey to
Schoeman.

MR KASRILS:

Well it's, I find it a little bit hard to speculate because one was not even sure whether what they're saying, let's say to Schoeman, is an
actual situation or were they trying to use it as a reason to justify the fact that they're saying we can't agree. I think they're basically
using it to say we can't agree to allow anybody to come in and simply have a march because this was being done throughout South
Africa. We went to the Union Buildings with about 150,000 people on the 4th August with Madiba.

It was the biggest ever demonstration in South Africa. Not a street light, not a window was broken in Pretoria. We were doing that in
the klein dorpe as well. Small dorps, small towns, big cities and what I would say is that they were just outright petrified of the
democratic voice. If we had come into Bisho, and we were in the CBD, and we wanted to stay there and we felt that, like a strike, we
were going to sit down and a type of sit-in and hope this would build up pressure. But we are human beings, we wouldn't have been
able to sit there for weeks on end starving.

We, that's why we thought maybe 24 hours. Some of us thought maybe we could string it out to two/three days and anybody
reasoning this would have realised that the marchers would have been in the CBD and as elsewhere 24/48 hours later, we would have
succeeded in making our point and we would have had to have gone off. We wouldn't have been able to break down the doors and
the windows and take over Gqozo's throne and Ministry of Justice.

They still had the guns and we were without arms. So if there was going to be any change, it would have had to have been a velvet
change like in the former East Germany and Lifesig and these places, or Czechoslovakia or so. Certainly not Tinamin Square where
the tanks came in. This was a little like Tinamin Square because they opened fire at us in the same way.

MR NTSEBEZA:

But is it the sort of thing that you think could have been fed in the minds of young soldiers by, for instance a conniving Gqozo who was
protecting his position?

MR KASRILS:

Yes. Sorry advocate, that part of your question I agree with. That's what I am basically saying in my statement when I say just imagine
what they fed into the minds of the foot soldiers who pulled the trigger. That is one thing that comes to mind.

Another thing is the discussion you were having here this evening about the soldier who was shot in the back of the head, Smuts
Ngonyama's type of theories, is it possible that there were some elements who deliberately wanted to shoot one of the soldiers so that
there would be panic, and they would all feel that they were under attack and excite them even more in terms of the massacre
because I think it is possible that some elements, perhaps at command level or conniving with Gqozo, might have considered the
provocation of a massacre here irrespective of where we were deployed, would have given the chance to teach us a damn good
lesson.

I haven't elaborated on that in my statement because I think this is a task for you and for any inquiry but I think it certainly is a line of
inquiry to follow. I do say that perhaps it was sheer negligence and on that basis we were able to come through and then there was
some pandemonium and the soldiers shot because they had been programmed, and I think when you put questions to the Defence



Force people, those seconded officers from the SADF like Marius Oelschig and others, they will be able to tell you exactly what was
the deployment plans on the day and on the ground. I do know what they were because I've asked them but I don't want to come and
tell you second-hand and I'm not sure as to whether what they have told me is true either.

CHAIRPERSON:

Any other questions? Yes Ntsike?

MR SANDI:

Mr Kasrils, as the Deputy Minister of Defence, are you able to say to this Commission what kind of changes your ministry is
introducing in terms of changing the content of military education and training?

MR KASRILS:

A great deal, Advocate Sandi. Minister Modisi’s whole approach is that the defence force must be fully transformed, must become
representative of our people. It must be a force that defends and protects our people, our territory, our sovereignty and co-operates in
peace with our neighbours. To change the mind-set of soldiers can't be done overnight and bear in mind that we have a mixture at
present, MK, APLA, TBVC former SADF and we have now taken in some former members of the KwaZulu structures. It is eight
elements.

We are moulding them into one common South African National Defence Force so a real home for all of them, in the process the
whole ethos must change. They have to be educated for democracy, for civil rights, for international law on conflict and we have a
civic education work group which isn't the military experts. We have academics, we have people from civil society, we have got
parliamentarians together with military personnel, working out a whole new syllabus, a whole new approach. That is one element and
obviously the educational factor is very important indeed.

CHAIRPERSON:

Mr Deputy Minister, I want to express on our behalf again our appreciation and thanks that you had the humility to sit through until this
time. I mean we are very grateful and in some ways we hope it is also an indication of the kind of ethos that is being established in our
country, whatever, we still would like you to know that we are very grateful that you were willing to, and Mrs Kasrils as well, she sat
through until this time. It is quite unusual, I mean, we would have finished about 5 o'clock, it is two hours after that because we thought
it was important to try and cover as much as possible today.

I have been told by our regional office in East London that you have been wonderful in co-operating with them and they would like on
their own behalf to express appreciation and thanks for the help that you have been, first of all that you were yourself enthusiastic
about coming. You say it is the first sort of platform that you have had to explain your side of things but whatever your motivation, it is
important for us that someone in your position was as enthusiastic as you turned out to be and they also want to say thank you for
facilitating contacts that they had wanted with various members of your force whom they would have wanted to invite to come to the
Commission and we are aware of your own commitment to this process that we are asked to encourage promoting national unity and
reconciliation and we just want to say thank you very much.

Thank you. Who has asked you, who has asked you to clap hands? I think actually I mean that in, except for one or two of you, I'll ask
the police to detain you, not to go out but I should thank you, the technicians, we don't always acknowledge you. Could you clap hands
for the technicians please. You also behaved well, give yourself an applause. We are adjourning I hope until 9 o'clock. We will try to
start on time. Thank you very much.

... end of Tape 9, side B ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

I wasn't looking at you sir, I was looking in the opposite direction. Good morning. Goeiemôre. May we please rise so that the
witnesses can enter. We remember those that are no longer with us. Headman Nontshinga, Thobani Gola, Vuyani Wesley Fulani,
Jongile Mene, Mzwamadoda Tyhali.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Jesus said if you abide in My word and you are My disciples the truth will set you free. Let us pray. Father God we come this morning
into Your presence and we ask that You would lift us above our natural sorrow and our natural anger and bitterness, that we would
come into this place free of all the burdens of the world knowing that You our Lord and Saviour will guide and direct everything that we
do. We commit this time Father God to You, that You would give us the truth and the truth would set Your people free. Comfort those
who mourn, be with those who are angry and take that anger away from them and renew in them Your love, that love that we cannot
be separated from, that love that guides and directs Your people wherever they go. Father God take this time and use it for Your
compassion, for Your mercy and above all dear Lord, Your peace and Your love. Amen.

CHAIRPERSON:

We welcome all of you very warmly to this the second day of this special event hearing around the Bisho massacre. As you all saw
yesterday, we are going to have quite a few people who are going to come and give evidence and we want to welcome especially the
former General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches, the Reverend Dr Frank Chicane. Please stand so that they can
see you. We reserve the better for the last, his successor as General Secretary, Ms Hlophe Baum You may also rise so that they can
see how beautiful you are.

We would also like to welcome the Chief of the Magagabe Clan. Where are you sir? I would like to ask you to rise as well so that
everyone can see. I was saying, I mean that you saw yesterday, we will have witnesses ranging from victims and survivors of the
massacre and people who may have played a particular role in it. We are expecting that Brigadier Gqozo may in fact come. What I
want to say, which I have kept saying throughout all our hearings ever since we started in April, that it is not always easy to give a fair
hearing to everyone especially to people who may hold views that are different from your own.

We are learning and we have, I think, been conducting ourselves very admirably and so when that time comes it is important that
whoever is a witness must be given the space and the freedom to be able to articulate their point of view and I will not permit any one
to be intimidated by the remarks or the reactions of the audience. You have up to now, conducted yourselves well and it will be a very
important test when the time comes because others who may be alleged perpetrators might not come forward if the treatment they
think they will get is one that makes them uncomfortable, and so we appeal to all of you that for the sake of this promotion of national
unity and reconciliation, we should seek to give every one a fair chance and without further ado I will hand over to Commissioner
Bongani Finca but before I do that let me introduce the panel.

The extreme right Mcebisi Xundu who is a member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee based in our office in East
London. Tiny Maya, member of the Human Rights Violations Committee based in our East London office.

Denzil Potgieter, Commissioner, member of the Human Rights Violations Committee and based in our office in Cape Town. Bongani
Finca, Commissioner, member of the Human Rights Violations Committee and convenor of our regional office based in East London.
Mapule Ramashala, Commissioner, member of the Reparations and Rehabilitation committee based in Cape Town. Dumisa
Ntsebeza, Commissioner, member of the Human Rights Violations committee and head of our investigative unit. June Crichton,
member of the Human Rights Violations committee who has recently returned and we are very glad that that has happened. She is
based in our office in East London. Ntsike Sandi, committee member of the Human Rights Violations committee based in our office in
East London. Bongani Finca?

REV FINCA:

Thank you Your Grace, I report on the matters that are going to come before the Commission today as follows. The two matters that
were held back yesterday because we couldn't complete our work, will be taken first. Ncumisa Alice Kali appearing on the matter of



Tobile Kali, murder, during the massacre and we will take Busisiwe Veronica Gwayi appearing on the matter of Thembinkosi Harold
Billie, also murdered in the same massacre.

Your Grace we would request that we take those cases together with the first three cases in today's order. Zolile Jonas appearing on
behalf of himself for attempted murder and Sicelo Jonnie appearing also on behalf of himself, attempted murder. And Paulina
Thandeka Gibe appearing on behalf of himself, attempted murder. Those are the first five cases that we will take at this stage and if
we have time before tea, we will take the next five cases from 6 to 11 in our order and Your Grace I will announce that at that time,
may I also report on the rest of the proceedings as per our schedule. We have after tea, a submission which will primarily be focusing
on the perspective of the former Ciskei government.

We are expecting as per the letter that was delivered to us yesterday, Brigadier Gqozo to lead that delegation from the former Ciskei
government in making their submission. We have confirmation that Mr M B Webb will be coming also. At the time he was Minister of
Foreign Affairs in Ciskei. I confirm that we have already present in the hall, Mr P P Jacobs who was a Minister in the same
government. Mr Zantsi and Mr Ngcofe who were also ministers in the same government. We are grateful indeed that they have come
to give perspective of what that government thought about this massacre, before, when it happened and after it happened.

We will then also be taking a submission from the South African Council of Churches and we are most grateful that the former general
Secretary, Dr Frank Chicane, is here accompanied by the present General Secretary Ms Hlophe Baum whom we have already
welcomed Your Grace. They are going to be giving us a submission on a proposal that came from churches to try and avert the
bloodshed that was eminent at the time, on this massacre. We will take lunch and then the afternoon we will devote to listening to
testimonies of victims. I propose Your Grace that you accept that order?

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes, thank you very much. Perhaps those Ministers that you were referring to, former Ministers, I mean we should also welcome them,
I mean, thank you.

REV FINCA:

Reverend Xundu I think is going to do the calling.

REV XUNDU:

Mr Chairman, I would like to call to the stand Ncumisa Alice Kali, Busisiwe Veronica Gwayi, Zolile Jonas, Sicelo Jonnie and Paulina
Thandeka Gibe. Mr Chairman I would like to swear the witnesses in, starting with Ncumisa Kali. I'd like you to stand please.

ALL FIVE WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV XUNDU:

We would like Alice to please come closer to the microphone. Alice what is your clan name? --- I am a Gadebe.

Thank you very much. Here you are telling us about what happened on that fateful day of the 7th September 1992 and the slaying of
your brother Thembinkosi Harold Billie. Let me start all over again Your Grace, my papers seem to be mixed up. Kali is Mapule's
witness. I am speaking to Gwayi. I'd like to hand over to Mapule. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON:

Mapule, take over.
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CASE NO: 3

VICTIM: TOBILE KALI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NCUMISA ALICE KALI [mother]



 

NCUMISA ALICE KALI Duly sworn states

DR RAMASHALA:

Good morning Ms Kali. Can you hear me? --- Yes I can hear you.

Yesterday we heard detailed discussion on the incident surrounding the Bisho massacre and some of the witnesses described the
incident from their perspective. What I would like you to do today is describe the incident from your perspective, specifically with
respect to the death of your son Tobile Kali. How old was Tobile? --- Tobile was 26 years old at the time.

Could you then proceed Ms Kali and describe the death of your son in the context of the incident, from your perspective as briefly as
you possibly can. --- I saw late that evening at approximately 6 o'clock while watching TV at the time, he was, a marshal was holding
him, he was wearing a khaki shirt and a khaki jacket and holding onto his waist and looking up and that was the time that he was
dying.

You saw your son in that condition on TV? --- I saw him on TV in that situation.

Proceed with your story. --- So much at that time I couldn't even talk after that because I was sitting at home with my husband who
was alive at the time and while sitting there, my younger brother came to my place to ask me if I heard that the child had been injured
in Bisho, and I said to him yes I saw this on TV but I don't know what I can do about it because my husband then already, was like
someone that had suffered a stroke on the one side and his right arm and his mouth was all twisted and I didn't know what to do and
he went, the following morning my brother and my cousin went to look for him and they found him in Cambridge. I'm not sure if it's
Cambridge but somewhere near East London, the mortuary there. He was found there and they came back and told me that they had
found him.

According to the information you got, your son was shot to death just when he was about to reach the Bisho stadium, is that correct? --
- Yes he was shot when he came close to the stadium, when he was right near the stadium.

What was your son doing at the time, was he working, was he in school? --- He wasn't studying, he was in this group that had come
back from Durban. When they came back from Durban they had been retrenched from their jobs.

Ms Kali could you talk about the effect of this on your family, particularly to the two children, he has two children, is that correct? ---
Yes that is so.

Could you talk about the effect of your son's death on your family. --- My son's death caused me to regain my consciousness at the
clinic and the following morning my husband had to be taken to the hospital because he couldn't even hear what was being said, he
was just somebody that would sit next to the kraal not knowing where to go, he would just be sitting there and they had to take him to
hospital. So much so that in 1993 on the 8th July he passed away.

Proceed Ms Kali. --- I am someone that suffers from blood pressure because this child was my firstborn and he used to help me at
home, so much so that I used to always say that this was the child that would take care of me because his name suited him so well,
Tobile, he used to take care of me at home, so much so that now I've battled so much since 1992 and 1993, not knowing what to do.
That is how badly I suffered, and I went to social workers to ask for assistance as far as the children were concerned, and the three
children were assisted by them and on the 17 September 1993 and the whole year went by and I had to get their birth certificates. I
got copies of the birth certificates and submitted them in February. I don't know what the date was but it was in 1994 and the whole
year went by, so much so that my daughter who comes after Tobile, Nunuvuo, I asked her to go and work because she was working
for a doctor who was near the bakery, used to work near the bakery. Not the one that's there now, the one that was there previously.
She had to leave school because I was battling so much because I used to work for two days a week and her aunt from Port Alfred
said that if she worked, she wouldn't want to go back to school again. She should go and stay with her so that she could go back to
school. It was even difficult for Tamsal Kali to go to school and I had to ask him to become a gardener at people's homes just so that
we could have something on the table at night. He couldn't proceed with his schooling. Nunuvuo continued her schooling education
and she is in standard nine now and Nomilikaya who comes after her and Nomilikaya is in standard three. The younger ones, the one
is in sub A and the other in sub B.

In your statement you say that you have no source of income whatsoever but you have to take care of all of these children, is that
correct? --- Yes that is correct, I even [indistinct] because I am battling so much now, I don't have a cent to even send to the one in
Port Alfred.

Ms Kali was there a case through which you might have received some financial settlement? --- The money that I know about when
my husband was still alive is only R600. I never even saw any other money.



Have you tried to apply for a pension? --- No I never tried.

Ms Kali is there anything else that you would like to bring to the attention of the Commission? --- There is nothing else now but what I
would like to ask the Commission is if it is possible that it should help me with my children and my grandchildren.

These are the two children you are talking about is it, your son's, your grandchildren? --- Yes and I even battle with my own children
because sometimes the money which I received in 1995 I received in March and by May or June, July or September I was told that it
was finished, that I would have to re-apply and that I never got anything in January and I never got anything in March and I never got
anything in May and I only got it in July.

Ms Kali thank you very much and over to you Chairperson. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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CASE NO: 12

VICTIM: THEMBINKOSI HAROLD BILLIE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: BUSISIWE VERONICA GWAYI [sister]

 

REV XUNDU:

Veronica Gwayi is our next witness, Mr Chairperson.

BUSISIWE VERONICA GWAYI Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

Are you Busisiwe? I don't want to make a mistake again. In your statement you say that Thembinkosi Harold was your brother, is that
correct? --- Yes.

How exactly are you related? --- He is my uncle's son. My uncle passed away and Thembinkosi and them had to be raised by my
mother while they were still young.

So he was raised by your mother and that is where he grew up and he was educated. --- Yes.

On this day in September 1992 Thembinkosi, was he working at the time? --- In 1992 he was still at school.

Was he sent there by Mosas or was it still school education? --- My mother had sent him so that he could get done with his education.

In your statement you say that he was working at Mossgas. Had he stopped working at Mossgas at the time or was he on leave? ---
He had already been appointed at Mossgas and my mother had said to him that he should go and finish his education at Zweletemba.

On this day of the 7th he also went, like so many other people, to Bisho stadium. He was part of the march on that day, is that so? ---
Yes.

How did you hear that he was one of the people that were injured and had been shot and killed? --- On the morning of the 8th
September, some elderly men from the location came and said that they had heard that Thembinkosi had passed away at Bisho and
my mother didn't want to believe that and she said I should hurry and go and look for him.

And when you got there you found that it wasn't [indistinct] --- I came to King William's Town and when I got here the police said that



he had been sent to East London and I went to East London. When I got to East London I was told that we should wait a while, that
they would be shown to us. I waited because he was waiting for a specialist to come who was going to conduct a post -mortem. I
waited there and after a while, there were other people present as well, I was called in after quite a while and someone working at the
mortuary was called and was told to go and take him down and cover him and just show me his face so that I shouldn't see exactly
where he had been injured. I saw him and then signed the papers there.

Thank you. You then took him and he was taken home and buried at home. --- Yes he was then taken and buried at home.

Your mother was at home all the time, is that correct? --- Yes my mother was at home.

And she was also in pain? --- My mother couldn't do anything, she was in so much pain and I had to be the one that had to assist her.

Was there any change in your mother's health thereafter? --- My mother was fine before all this happened but thereafter she became a
nervous wreck, she suffered from high blood pressure and sugar diabetes and there are times when while sitting, she would ask to
please help her get up because she was ... end of Tape 1, side A ... I used to take her to the clinic before but then I saw that these
tablets that she was receiving there didn't seem to make any difference to her, so I went to a nursing sister there in the community
and, or my sister, in the community and she would give me money so that I could take her to a private doctor in Fort Beaufort.

Who paid the funeral costs? --- The funeral costs and arrangements were made by the ANC.

Did you people receive any kind of compensation from the government for the death of your brother, of Thembinkosi? --- No we did
not receive any compensation besides R600 which was brought to us by the Red Cross.

If you were to ask this Commission for anything, what would you ask this Commission to help you with? --- My wish from this
Commission is that I would like the Commission to help his two sisters. The one cannot do anything for herself, she is confined to a
wheelchair and the other one is with my sister in Cape Town, she is still at school. I would also like to ask the Commission to help by
giving us a tombstone for him.

Did Thembinkosi have any children? --- The child was six years old.

What is the child doing? --- The child had just started school.

Is it also your wish for this child to be assisted? --- Yes that is also my wish.

Is there anything else you would like to say? --- I would like to ask this Commission to please investigate this event for us because we
were once called to the attorneys' offices and when we got there we were told that the matter was being handled by the ANC attorneys
and we have been waiting ever since and we have never heard anything.

Thank you very much Busisiwe. Mr Chairperson I'd like to hand back to you.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

The names of the attorneys, do you know? --- I don't know what the attorneys' names are, all I know is that we were told that the ANC
was handling the matter.

Had you never seen them? --- No I never saw them for myself.

Thank you very much. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Ntsike?
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CASE NO: 3

VICTIM: ZOLILE JONAS



NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: ZOLILE JONAS

 

ADV SANDI:

At this time we are going to listen to Mr Zolile Jonas. Would you please come closer to the microphone.

ZOLILE JONAS Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

I'd like to greet you this morning Mr Jonas. --- Good morning sir.

And thank you for your presence. Mr Jonas, could you just briefly tell us, when looking at your statement, you said that you were also
present there but you survived death while others were being shot dead, is that so? --- Yes that is correct. I escaped death but
although I was shot.

Could we just go to where you say that you heard gunshots. Not knowing where the gunfire was coming from and thereafter you
regained consciousness in hospital. Which hospital did you regain consciousness in? --- The hospital where I came to was Gray
hospital.

Could you please tell us what the nature and extent of your injuries were due to this shooting. Where on your body, which parts of your
body were injured? --- The nature of my injuries was that I was shot on my thigh and I found that when I was shot in the thigh the bullet
could not be removed. It was, for a long time I used to go to the doctors wanting the bullet removed at Gray hospital.

And did they give you any reason why they could not remove the bullet? --- The doctor said to me that it was between my bones, it
was lodged in my bones and that they couldn't remove it.

Is there any kind of treatment that you are receiving currently for this bullet that is lodged in your body? --- No sir.

Do you suffer pains due to this bullet being lodged in your body? --- Yes I do suffer pains because when the weather is bad I always
have pain.

What happens when the weather is bad? --- Since it is in my leg, the pains that I suffer aren't in my leg but they're actually at the base
of my stomach.

What work did you say you do? --- I work at the taxis.

Are you saying that you are a taxi-driver? --- Yes, even though I am not working at the moment.

And by coming here today Mr Jonas, what is your request to this Commission? --- I would like to ask the Commission to investigate for
me what happened because I never took any steps in connection with my injury. I just sat there because I was afraid because of the
circumstances at the time that we were injured.

Are you saying that you never went to any attorney for legal advice on what steps you could take? --- No I didn't go.

Mr Jonas is that all you would like to say? --- Yes sir, that's all.

Thank you very much Mr Jonas.

CHAIRPERSON:

Is there anyone that would like to put questions? Has it been moved already, can we now have the next witness.
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CASE NO: 4

VICTIM: SICELO JONNIE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: SICELO JONNIE

 

REV XUNDU:

Is the next witness Mr Jonnie Sicelo, Mr Sicelo Jonnie? I'd like to ask you to come closer to the microphone please sir.

SICELO JONNIE Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

When looking at your statement Mr Jonnie, I see that you too were there on that day but you escaped death as well. Is that correct? ---
Yes that is correct.

Let us just go to the part where the shooting occurred. What happened to you? --- We heard gunfire and thereafter I ran and while I
was running I was shot in my leg but I didn't fall. I realised that I could still run and while I was still, while I was running away I was shot
in the head and then I fell.

Do I understand you correctly when you say that you were shot twice? The first time you were shot in the leg and you continued
running and you said that while you continued running you were shot from behind? --- Yes.

Is that correct? --- Yes.

At the time that you were running, in which direction were you running? --- I was running in the direction from which I had come.

Were you sent to the hospital? Which hospital were you sent to? --- I was sent to Frere hospital.

What did the doctors say to you there at the hospital? --- At Frere hospital I was told that I have a bullet lodged in my head and that it
would be difficult to remove it and thereafter I did not know what happened. I was called in once again and they examined me and
found that they could remove it so they removed it.

Is there any treatment which you are receiving since you had this bullet removed? --- Yes I go to Frere hospital sometimes when my
leg pains extremely due to this bullet that's lodged in my leg and sometimes my head also pains due to the injury.

The treatment that you received at Frere hospital, is it for the pain only? --- Yes it is for pain.

Are you satisfied with the treatment which you receive at Frere hospital? --- Yes I am satisfied with it because it's better after I receive
this treatment.

Do you go to attorneys, have you been to attorneys for legal advice on what steps you could take? --- Yes I have been.

Did you say you went to the Legal Advice Centre in Berlin? --- Yes.

And that they put you in touch with the Legal Resource Centre in Grahamstown. How were they of assistance to you at the Legal
Resource Centre? --- Yes they assisted me, they gave me money.

How much money did you receive when the attorneys instituted the claim? --- They gave me R10,000.

What are you doing currently Mr Jonnie? What work do you do? --- I am in standard 10.

Do you have any intentions of continuing your education? --- Yes I do have such intentions.

What would you like to do after matric? --- I don't know just yet.

Mr Jonnie, is that all you would like to say? --- Yes sir.

And having come to the Commission today, what is your request to this Commission? --- I would like to ask the Commission to help
me because I would like to continue with my education.



Is that all you would like to say Mr Jonnie? --- Yes.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Order please!
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CASE NO: 5

VICTIM: MONGISE GIBE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: PAULINA THANDEKA GIBE [wife]

 

PAULINA THANDEKA GIBE Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

I would like to greet you Ms Gibe. --- Hello sir.

Before we continue, I would like to confirm your names. You are Paulina Thandeka Gibe? --- Yes.

On this day on the 7th, the day which we were talking about yesterday and today, the 7th September 1992, your son Mongise Gibe,
he was there, is that so? Your husband, Mongise Gibe, was he there on the march to Bisho? --- Yes he was there.

Let us start now. According to what you've heard, what happened to him? --- They told me about this on Wednesday. My family told
me that he passed away, my husband passed away and they told me while I was just thinking about him because he didn't come back
home. I was so worried when I heard the news and they comforted me and they supported me and they told me what happened and I
tried to be calm but I thank the Lord because I was able in time, even during the funeral because the funeral was in the stadium. I was
comfortable and I did go to the funeral.

Did you say Ms Gibe, you took action at home and you contacted the Advice Centre in Berlin which has helped you to come to terms
with the Legal Centre in Grahamstown? --- Yes.

What happened after you met with the attorneys there? --- I got R6,000 from them.

Your husband, did he left people behind? --- No he just left me alone.

Did you say Ms Gibe, according to your request to the Commission - what are your requests to the Commission? --- My main request
to the Commission is that since my husband helped me he was still building a house and he didn't finish it so I didn't have means to
continue with that building and the house still remains the same. It's not finished.

Your husband was working in Berlin? --- No he was not fully employed, he was just a part-time employee. I was the one who was
working permanently.

Is there any other thing you want to say Ms Gibe about the shooting of your husband by the soldiers in Bisho? --- Yes I have a
request. I would like the Commission to help me and I take this opportunity of coming here so that I can say what's in my heart.

According to your statement Ms Gibe there is a request with your house, the building of your house, since your husband was still
building it during this time. Can you please explain. --- Yes I did make this request that since my house is not finished, I also told my
attorney that, I asked the question who is going to build my house because my husband died and it's not finished. The attorney
promised me that something would be done, I would get something in order to build the house and then when the money came in July,
I started painting my house outside but the money was not enough because I don't have someone looking after me, so I had to keep



some of the money since there is no one looking after me. So I couldn't finish the house because I had to keep the money.

Do you remember Ms Gibe, the last day you were talking with the lawyer? --- No I don't clearly remember that.

Do you still remember the year? Is this this year or last year? --- As you count from 92, we can count 1992, 93 and 94.

Because is that all you want to say Ms Gibe before I give this to the Chairperson so that others can have the opportunity to ask
questions? --- No that's all sir. Thank you.

Thank you Ms Gibe. Thank you Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Is there any other question? If all of you who just gave testimony, we thank you and your statements and
your evidence the same. You expect someone to say that they want us to build them a double-storey and buy them a Mercedes Benz.
Your requests are that you come to us and they really make you realise that our people have got the concept of mbuntu. They are so
good natured and so humble. We appreciate that and we appreciate the fact that we are not greedy, where people are glutinous,
although we heard someone say here yesterday ah shame this poor Commission hasn't got any money.

We appreciate that but we also appreciate the fact that you people have come here and come and share your pain with us and also
with the people, even though as you had said, doing that, being here helps your pain. We thank you and thirdly we would like to say
that even if we are, it is an up road in our attempts, we ask that God will strengthen you and comfort you and that the little things which
you do, we will try by all means to ask the president to consider these requests so that they can see how they can be of assistance.
Thank you very much. Thank you.
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REV XUNDU:

Zukisa Howard Mboyi, Siyabulela Theo Mthwa, Tatise William Ncapayi, Lungisile Robert Cotani, Butiki John Kibi and Nomfaneleko
Mdlangu. Will you help the people take the oath.

ALL SIX WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV XUNDU:

Thank you they have properly taken oath.

CHAIRPERSON:

I don't know how they can hear you. Who is going to ask questions? Tiny. Thank you.

MS MAYA:

Thank you Chairperson.
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CASE NO: 6

VICTIM: ZUKISA HOWARD MBOYI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: ZUKISA HOWARD MBOYI

 

ZUKISA HOWARD MBOYI Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Zukisa, according to your statement your home is in Zakele in Port Elizabeth but during the march you were also in Bisho. Did you
come from Port Elizabeth? --- I was at Dimbaza.

How old were you at the time? --- I was 21 years of age.

Please come close to the mike so that we can hear you. --- I was 21 years of age.

I'll ask if you could summarise and tell us how you were injured on that day. --- When I was injured I was in the march at Bisho. When
we were going towards Bisho from the Victoria grounds we went up towards Bisho. When the other people had already entered the
stadium and we were still walking towards the stadium from your left, closer to the Radio Ciskei route. When we were there we saw
people entering the stadium. We were hurrying and as we were getting closer an unexpected helicopter rose up. It was yellow in
colour. As it rose up, it was facing towards the Parliament, towards Pick 'n Pay. It then turned towards the Bisho police station. As it
was rising, people were running towards Bisho. When it was up there we heard things like cricket sounds. They were coming towards
the Pick 'n Pay direction. As they got closer we saw people running from the stadium towards us. As we were coming closer to the
gravel road we saw people falling ahead of us. We then ran through the fence. As we got closer we saw smoke. As the smoke
continued we saw a lot more people running towards us. We then turned back and ran as well. Next to me there was my colleague
who was in standard seven with me. As I was with him we parted in [indistinct]. All of a sudden something hit my thigh. I did not realise
that it's a bullet shot. I thought it was teargas somehow but I thought that there is something definitely wrong with my leg. As we tried
to run towards Bisho, towards Red Cross, I came across marshals who were very shocked and I was shocked. I then realised that I
was shot and my leg was really not functioning at the time. We were taken from there and we were treated by the Red Cross. They put
Savlon and used cotton wool on our wounds. After that we were taken by ambulance to the Gray hospital. At the Gray hospital they
said that we must eat water with ice cubes. We drank this water with ice cubes, I didn't know how it would help us. They registered our
names. We went to a room where a nurse treated us. They took out my bandage and put Savlon yet again on my wound and
Betadine. After they put Betadine on my wound they said I must come back the following day. I went home and slept at home. When I
went back the next day they still put on Savlon and Betadine on my wound. After they put on the Savlon and Betadine, they gave me a
letter that I should take to Bisho and I said this is the very place where we were shot, I am not going there. I then went home. I never
went to hospital again.

This leg that you were shot at, did it just heal on its own? --- Yes in almost two months it was healed.

Does this leg bother you at all? --- Before this leg healed it had a protruding. This protruding I decided to cut off myself rather than go
back to hospital.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please! Order.

MS MAYA:

Is your leg totally healed now? --- Yes it is but it bothers me, especially when it's cold.

What happens when it's cold? --- When it's going to be cold, I sense it from my leg. It just hurts when it's going to be cold, especially
towards my foot.

You said you were studying at Dimbaza at that time. You said you were studying at the time, which standard were you doing? --- I was
in standard eight.

Were you able to go back to school after you were injured? --- Yes I was.



What is your wish? Do you have a wish Zukisa? --- Yes there is ma'am.

What is it? --- I am studying now and as I am studying I would like to continue. If the present government could support me financially
... end of Tape 1, side B ... so that I could carry on with my education. At the same time if I could somehow know that I would be able
to go for medical treatment.

Is that all the information you want to give to the Truth Commission? --- Yes, I'm through.

Zukisa I have a last question for you. As we are talking to you, how do you feel about the people who shot you? --- I don't know
whether I'm wrong, I wanted them to be put in the guillotine.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please! Order.

MS MAYA:

Does that mean you are still bitter towards them? --- Yes I am.

Thank you Zukisa. I will take you back to the Chairman, maybe he will ask further questions.

CHAIRPERSON:

Are there any people with questions? Thank you Zukisa. Order please!
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CASE NO: 7

VICTIM: SIYABULELA THEO MTHWA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: SIYABULELA THEO MTHWA

 

SIYABULELA THEO MTHWA Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Siyabulela Theo Mthwa? --- Yes it is so.

Were you at the march? --- Yes.

Could you tell us what happened to you? --- On the 7th September 1992 we were marching as ANC members going to Bisho. We got
there during the day at about 1 o'clock. As I was entering the stadium, I was ahead of most of the crowd. We heard sounds and we
were told to lie on the ground and we started crawling. As we were crawling I sensed in my knee that it's very difficult to walk. When I
looked, there was a hole. I was shot in my left knee. I tried to get up and run but my strength just left me. As I was trying to crawl on
my right arm, I realised that my left elbow is bleeding, it had been shot. I crawled on my stomach and there was a helicopter hovering,
a yellow helicopter hovering. The most bullets were shot from the helicopter. I saw a lot of cars, I think they were the leaders' cars. I
tried to go towards them and I put in my head but my body was behind. The leaders put us in cars. As we were driving outside the
stadium there were doctors from the Red Cross, they helped us and they took us in Kombi's with GCJ registration to the Gray hospital.
When we got there we were given pain tablets and we took them. We went for x-rays. I was told that my - I was fractured and that I
was to be taken to the Frere hospital. We went to Frere, we got there after five. Dr Watt told me to go to bed. At 8 o'clock I was going
to go to theatre. I went to bed and I was operated on my knee and elbow. They took out the bullets. When I went back to bed - I
stayed at Frere hospital for five weeks. On the last week, it was close to my examinations. I requested that I be transferred closer to
Queenstown so that I'm close to my teachers so that I can write my exams. I stayed at the Frontier hospital for five weeks until I wrote
my exams. I wrote in bed because I had to get bed rest because my leg had not healed. I wrote my exams and finished. I went back to
Frere hospital. I was checked and I was discharged on the 19th November.



What standard were you doing at the time? --- I was doing third year at [indistinct] Training College.

Were you able to finish your studies? --- Yes I wrote but I got a supplementary in two subjects. I wrote those until I succeeded.

So you are a teacher? --- Yes I am.

Did your arm and leg heal completely? --- Yes they've healed but it's just not the same. My one knee is bigger than the other and it's
twisted. It doesn't bend properly. My arm as well, my elbow doesn't function well either.

Do you think that you need to go to a doctor? --- After I was discharged from Frere, I asked them what to do. They told them I should
go to them if I need any further help.

Do you have any wish that you would like to tell us? --- Yes I do. After I was discharged, the ANC told me to go to Mr M W Vabasa in
Queenstown and make my claim. I put my claim in 1993 February. I have heard nothing from the lawyers. Can the Commission get in
contact with Mr Vabasa and see what is going on with my case? A white man came to my place saying that he works for the
government. Mr Vabasa knows this white man, he is an investigator. I would like the Commission to get in touch with this man and ask
him what's going on. Lastly, we need tombstones from the Commission. Thank you.

Thank you very much. There is another request that you've made. You say that you want us to investigate and then bring the
perpetrators on the floor. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there, is there anyone who would like to ask questions? Thank you sir.
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CASE NO: 8

VICTIM: TATISE WILLIAM NCAPAYI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: TATISE WILLIAM NCAPAYI

 

TATISE WILLIAM NCAPAYI Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

We are now going to call upon Mr Ncapayi.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please.

MS MAYA: We greet you Mr Ncapayi. --- I greet you all.

In looking at your statement, you were born on the 9th. Does that mean you were born in 1909? --- Yes that was during the war.

Were you born during the war? --- Yes that was the war for the Israelis which is known as the War of [indistinct].

Now I understand. So on the day of the march you were there in that march here in Bisho. --- On the day of the march I was in
Queenstown and Mr Chris Hani came to us and asked us to come to Bisho. There were five men so we decided to come to Bisho and
we saw four white men who were in Mr Gqozo's office and when we got into this office [intervention]

CHAIRPERSON:

Please! I'm now asking you to behave.

MS MAYA:

Could you continue. --- So when we got there we asked for him and they said he had gone to Johannesburg so we decided to go back



home. Then the following month we, he told us we were going to come back to Bisho to join the march and we did exactly that and
when we got to Bisho we found there was some fence that was there and it wasn't the fence of the march. We had water with us so as
to drink on our way. It was for a time and at about 1 o'clock, not knowing what had actually happened, I still remember there was one
young boy sitting next to me who was shot and there was a pregnant woman in front of me. She was also shot and she fell on her
stomach. That was in Bisho. Then I really can't tell what happened because I also found myself lying on my back, not knowing what
had actually happened. I had a shot on my leg and the person who assisted me, because we were very much afraid to go to places
that could help us because there was a trap that people were looking for those people who had used their shots. So we feared getting
to hospitals. Chris Hani took me to hospital and when I came out of hospital I realised that they had taken out the bullet from my leg.

Do you still remember the name of the hospital? --- No, I don't know, I really wouldn't lie, I don't know the name of the hospital.

How long were you in hospital? --- I was in hospital for a month.

And after the bullet was taken out, you were in hospital for a month and then you went home. --- Yes I went back to Queenstown. We
were even scared to get to the Queenstown hospitals because white men were looking for people who had bullet wounds and then
they would identify that person as a person who has been there in the march.

Did your leg heal completely? --- Yes in some way I got healed but when it is windy and when it is overcast I feel some pain on my leg.

I'm sure you have a wish or a request to give to this Commission. What could it be? --- I would like to get some medical treatment for
my leg. That is the only request I have.

Do you perhaps have any claim that you put in with any lawyers? --- No I really wouldn't tell lies. I didn't go to any lawyers.

Is that the only explanation you have to give to this Commission? --- Yes that's all.

We thank you and now hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you Mr Ncapayi. Is there anyone who would like to ask questions? Over to you Reverend Bongani Finca.

REV FINCA:

Thank you Your Grace. Mr Ncapayi, you have told us some further detail that we are getting for the first time that the hospital that you
went to, were looking for the victims that have bullet wounds and they would identify that person with the march. The details we got
yesterday was that all the hospitals here within the Ciskei were not accepting the victims of the Bisho massacre and you were coming
outside Ciskei and I'm surprised that even in Queenstown all these things were happening. Were all these things happening even
there outside? --- I don't hear you. Can I start afresh.

Now what I would like to know is, have I heard you clearly that you say you could not get to hospital because if you had a bullet wound
you would be identified as one of the Bisho massacre's marchers? --- Yes that's exactly what was happening.

Do you perhaps know the name of the hospital where Chris Hani took you to? Was it here in East London or in Ciskei or was it in
Queenstown? --- No it was here.

I didn't go to any hospital in Queenstown because I was afraid.

What were you afraid of? --- They had stated that all those who had been shot were going to be identified. The people who said this
are the whites that belong to Gqozo.

My second question is you look [indistinct] what actually lead you to join this march on the day? --- The reason for my presence there
was that I was determined because I had been chosen as a minister to go and lead the people so I decided to go and join the fight and
I accepted the challenge.

There is an opinion that what happened on that day was mainly for the youth. The elderly people had not joined that. What is your
opinion on this?

--- No, no one ever told us that the elderly people should not join the march because we were also in the struggle.

We thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please!
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CASE NO: 9

VICTIM: LUNGISILE ROBERT COTANI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: LUNGISILE ROBERT COTANI

 

MS MAYA:

We are now going to ask Lungisile Robert Cotani to come forward.

LUNGISILE ROBERT COTANI Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

I greet you Lungisile. You were also here on the day of the march, is that so?

--- Yes it's like that.

And then how did you get injured and at what stage did you get injured? Could you explain? --- I was shot right outside the stadium but
not having reached the front as I had intended to, I just saw people dispersing and running away and teargas was being administered
and that was an instruction that we should lie on our stomach and I was lying there in the stadium. I'm not certain whether it was a
hand grenade or a bomb but there was a very loud sound I heard just nearby so I jumped up and ran away. Then I was hit on my leg
with a bullet and I could not run further. Then there was a car there in the stadium so I crawled and got into this car to hide but as I
was still crawling I was shot on my arm and then I hid under the car. I was there for about 20 to 30 minutes and there were bullet
shots, it was, I couldn't see properly because of the teargas smoke. I was there and I was joined by many others. After a long time I
then heard, I was also feeling dizzy at the time and feeling very weak. I couldn't even stand. Then some comrades took me into a van
that had taken all day injured people. Whilst I was there we were taking more people, even the dead bodies and I was still very dizzy
and I could hear that there were some who had died and I just couldn't believe it and I wanted to indicate that I was still alive so I
decided to come out of the bodies that were on top of me to show that I was still very much alive. So we were taken in this van to
Frere hospital, to Gray hospital and we were told that the Ciskei police had been there and I was advised to get to East London and I
was not trusting and I didn't have any way to defend myself so I decided to get to East London at about five, that is how I got
treatment.

So you say you got your treatment in East London? --- Yes.

How was the extent of your injury? --- I had a wound on my leg and here on my arm.

How long were you in hospital? --- I got treatment that very same night and discharged because the hospital was very busy and some
of us, they had to take out the bullet and so they did the same to me and they discharged me that very same night but I couldn't go
home that very same night. I had to wait for transport to Queenstown. I had gone there in an ambulance so in the morning I went
home.

So did these get healed completely? --- My leg took time to get healed but presently I feel better.

Do you perhaps have a request or a wish to say to this Commission. What is it? --- I would like to say to this Commission that the
period from 1992 up to now is too long and yet I haven't heard anything about the perpetrators.

What did your lawyers say about your claim? --- My lawyer, Mr Vabasa, who I gave my statements to used to call us now and again
but would say there was nothing that he could tell us but he would call us later.

Is that all you have to say to this Commission? --- Yes.



One last question to you. When you talk of perpetrators, who are these people you are referring to? --- I'm referring to the killers who
are killing people as if they were killing flies.

Thank you to you Lungisile.

CHAIRPERSON:

June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON:

Mr Cotani just one very quick question to you. You mentioned teargas. --- Ja.

We have heard that the shots were first and not much mention of teargas. Can you tell me please when the teargas happened, when
you noticed the teargas. Were you already shot? --- The teargas was before I was shot. When we were being shot, the teargas was
being released as well.

At the same time? --- At the same time.

Thank you Mr Cotani.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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MS MAYA:

I would like to call Butiki John Kibi.

BUTIKI JOHN KIBI Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Mr Kibi we'd like to greet you. Can you please tell us what happened on the day of the march. What happened to you? --- On that day
in Bisho, before the Bisho massacre I was arrested here in King William's Town on the 13.8.1992.

Why did they arrest you? --- There was a roadblock in Bisho in front of the prison and I was with my friend Adam Campinga. We went
to fetch our friend Nemamembelo Ntanzani and when we were approaching King William's Town we saw intelligence security passing
by. When I parked the car near the prison, we went to the public phone to make a telephone call. While we were phoning, the white
guys together with black guys came to us. Their cars were over 26. I told my friend Adam Campinga to withdraw to phone and to look
back what was happening. These guys were carrying rifles.

Why did they arrest you? --- When they arrested us they told us, the white guy told us that we are guerrillas and they said we are
going to intimidate Brigadier Oupa Gqozo in King William's Town. I asked this white guy how do you know me? Why did you say I'm a
guerrilla and then he said that I know Chris Hani sent you to prepare for the Bisho massacre which was going to take place on the 7th.
We were arrested there. They didn't release us.



How long did they arrest you? --- I was, what they did to me, they hit me with their rifles and they searched us with a machine. My
friend was carrying something but I didn't know what it was. That caused us to be taken. Because I was the oldest and he was the
youngest we were arrested together in King William's Town. On that night we didn't sleep. We were tortured by eight guys. There was
a tall man from Transkei which claimed that he was from the National Intelligence of Security and he said that what we are planning to
do with Chris Hani is going to end. They're going to sort the programme and they're going to shorten it.

Do you know this guy from Transkei? --- No he was just wearing private, he didn't wear a uniform. After that a coloured man came in.
He also asked us what we are going to do and what is our business in King William's Town and he told us to say the truth and I was so
scared at that time. I could see that these guys knew something and I asked them why did he call me a kaffir and he just told me that
we are used to fighting and this was South Africa, not the outside countries. That guy left us and then the Afrikaner guy came in. When
I tried to take off my shoes this guy asked me what am I doing with my shoes and I told him I was just taking out my shoes and then
he said since I was Chris Hani's friend, we are going to kill you one by one and we are going to start with Chris Hani. You are not
going to succeed with what you are planning to do to Brigadier Gqozo.

Do you know any of these guys, of these police guys? --- No but there's one African that was speaking Xhosa.

Do you see them now? --- No but one of them told us that he is from Queenstown. He said that his intelligence told us that we were in
King William's Town.

How long did you stay there in prison? --- We stayed the whole night and then they released us at half past three ... end of Tape 2,
side A ... I was released that afternoon. Before they released me I asked a question to this guy Mr Adam Campinga about his
whereabouts because at 12 o'clock at night I heard that he was sent to Berlin where people were killed and that Boer told me that the
guerrillas' heads are cut off in Berlin and I asked them where is Adam Campinga. They said he is inside and then I asked them to
brought him and I asked them why did they arrested him and then they said they found a gun to him and they released me. At half
past three I went to Queenstown.

Let us come now to this day, to this Bisho massacre day. We were from Victoria stadium. I was in the front line. From Victoria stadium
we came to Bisho and then we saw there were military guys standing there. My soul told me that there is going to be blood today. The
Boers were carrying dangerous weapons although we were told that this was a peaceful march. I was just saying this inside me. We
were lead by Chris Hani and the Minister of Defence, Mr Ronnie Kasrils. We followed them and we were right behind them. When we
approached the Bisho stadium the gates were opened, we didn't open them but it was opened. The gates were opened and we
entered there peacefully together with the leaders and we were singing. Others took different directions and were all over the stadium.
It was only three seconds when we were there. What I noticed to the people is that they were after our leadership. They loved our
leadership and most of the people were [indistinct] and I saw the helicopter up there and then I told myself that what I was thinking of
is going to happen now. The white guy peeped in the helicopter but I'm sorry to say that, I'm sorry to say the Boer because it is the
new South Africa now.

What did this Boer do? --- He fired shots at us. I went to cover and I went to the next steps. The shots didn't stop. My eyes focused on
Bisho when I was in the steps and I saw the military soldiers. People were waiting in the valley and bullets were coming from Bisho
and others were coming up from the helicopter but those who were with me, they were hit by the bullets from Bisho, not the ones from
the helicopter. I tried to tell them to lie down because I told them that if they are standing up the bullets will hit them and I moved from
that direction with the resistance that I'm not going to die there. There was a woman who was fetching water. The first bullet struck her
and her eye popped out. It didn't really shock me because I was familiar with that.

Mr Kibi where were you shot, when were you shot? --- I was shot when I was helping people that I saw were injured.

Where were you shot? --- I was shot in my right-hand arm while I was holding that lady that was shot at the tap and another guy that
was shot in the stomach. We were helping this lady at the tap.

Were you taken to hospital? --- I wasn't taken because what I did, after having been shot there, I was curious about the troops and the
soldiers wanting to know in which direction they were going and I moved from the direction behind the toilets and I saw these black
men lying there with R4 rifles shooting these people from behind and I was shot while in that position, when I saw them lying flat on
the grass there shooting the people coming over the embankment.

Were you shot for the second time when you were behind the toilets? --- No I was shot when [indistinct] but I was resistant enough to
go behind the toilets and see what these soldiers were doing. I was looking at the truck that had loaded the soldiers and I was looking
at the helicopter and I saw them behind the stadium.

Did you receive any treatment for your injuries? --- Yes, when I finished there, before I finished, the way in which the shots were being
fired there, there was a sound from the machine guns and explosives. There was also the sound of explosives twice or thrice. There's
a difference between the sound of a gun and an explosive and there was silence thereafter and I realised that these aren't rifles any
more, these must be some sort of explosives that are being thrown here in Bisho and after that [indistinct] I somersaulted and I saw a



red car and I went there by myself and I told them that I had been shot at the back there and they took me to Gray hospital. When I got
to Gray hospital there were a lot of casualties and there was a coloured person that I observed there.

Thank you Mr Kibe. Is there any request that you would like to place before this Commission? --- Yes because the treatment that I
received at Frere hospital, after I had left Gray hospital and then transferred to Frere hospital at a quarter to five, I obtained treatment
and I was admitted.

For how long? --- I was admitted into hospital for 11 days. On the 8th I got a message from a nurse saying that people were being
kidnapped from Cecilia Makiwane hospital and I was in ward 4 and I was changed to G3 where I was with the boys and the people
that were in charge of us. The first, our first hearer that came there was Mr Ronnie Kasrils.

Let us just go back to your request? --- My request, I'm getting emotional now, I'd like some water please. I'm starting to get a bit hot.

Can we just go to your request, we'll get back to your feeling hot. --- I was born, my mother gave birth to me and there was nothing
wrong with this arm. I've got an iron plate in this arm now and I lost approximately a bucket of blood in Bisho so I would like help as far
as my arm is concerned, in getting my arm back to what it was on the day I was born.

Is that all you would like to say to the Commission? --- No that is not all.

Are those your requests Mr Kibi? --- My request in connection with my arm, I want the Commission to investigate this matter about my
arm since I spent so much money going to doctors when it's cold and so forth this arm pains and I eventually developed high blood
pressure, something I've never had before and even if, when I speak to my wife at home, I speak incoherently.

Thank you very much Mr Kibi. I would now like to hand back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Dumisa Ntsebeza. Mr Ntsebeza?

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Mr Kibi I'd like you to explain a few aspects to me because we are going to have to make this evidence tally. You spoke about Gray
hospital but in your statement you mentioned Victoria hospital. You said you weren't taken, before Frere hospital you were in Victoria
hospital. --- When I left Bisho we went to Gray hospital and we were told that it was full and we were transferred to Victoria hospital.
Victoria is a stadium.

I do not want to disagree with you, I am trying to say that what is being said in this statement is that you were taken to Victoria hospital
and thereafter transferred to Frere hospital. Is that a mistake? --- Yes that is a mistake, not Victoria hospital.

As far as your shooting goes, according to your statement you say that you were shot when you were crawling, when you were trying
to dive for cover and in your statement you say that you were shot in your right arm. According to your evidence - I'll tell you why these
things are important. When a person gives evidence here, there are certain reporters who sometimes have your statements and ask
us thereafter how we can accept these conflicting versions and make a finding on that at the end of the day. They want to know from
us, are you not sure that this person is trying to portray themselves as a hero over and above the extent of the injury, so I don't want it
to seem as if I am trying to prosecute you but I am just trying to obtain some clarity on what happened. In your statement you say that
you were crawling for cover when you were shot in your right arm. Today you say you were shot while you were trying to assist injured
people. Did both these things happen or is there one of them that didn't happen? --- The lady that I was helping was at the tap and I
was going towards her. I had dived for cover, I had dived for cover but there was someone being shot at that was at the tap.

So should we add that at the time you say you were diving for cover that at the same time you were trying to assist injured people.
Should we add that then? --- Yes.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. I think we should take the last one. Could you please be quiet.

 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

BISHO MASSACRE - DAY 2 - 10 SEPTEMBER 1996

 



CASE NO: 11

VICTIM: NOMFANELEKO MDLANGU

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NOMFANELEKO MDLANGU

 

MS MAYA:

We would like to call Nomfaneleko Mdlangu.

NOMFANELEKO MDLANGU Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

Good day Nomfaneleko. You were from Queenstown when you came to the march, is that correct? --- No my home is in Cradock. I
am in Queenstown now. I was in Queenstown then.

Thank you. You had come to the march from Queenstown. --- I was a student at the time. I was a student.

And you had come to the march on the 7th September. --- In 1992 I was a student here in Bisho, resident here in Bisho and I was
injured before the march. I was injured here in Bisho. We were toyi-toying on our way back from a meeting and I was knocked by a car
driven by soldiers. Before then, the house in which we were staying I couldn't sleep at because they were saying there that I was
housing people that were coming back from exile.

In your statement you say that on the 7th September 1992 you were injured at the Bisho massacre having attended a peaceful march
at Bisho stadium. --- I hadn't reached Bisho stadium yet because I was knocked by a car on the same day in Bisho.

What car was that? --- It was these big lorries being driven by the soldiers.

Was it a military vehicle? --- Yes it was.

Did it stop and did they pay any attention to you? --- It was a hit and run. It didn't stop.

How did you obtain assistance? --- My comrades got a car to take me to Gray hospital.

What did you do when you got to Gray hospital? --- At the time I was unconscious. I did not know what happened when I got to Gray
hospital. I came to on the 9th when I was at Cecilia Makewane hospital.

And you stayed at Makiwane until the 20th December, is that correct?

--- Yes, while I was at Cecilia Makiwane there was something that the nurses were saying when giving us treatment. They were saying
that they were fed up with me because the soldiers were coming up for me frequently and they would sometimes come and say that
they were bringing me food and bringing me clothes and at the time I couldn't get into them because I had been severely injured. I had
a pelvic fracture and another one, and one on my right arm.

Was there any investigation in connection with your matter, where attorneys investigated what kind of compensation you could obtain?
--- [indistinct]

Was there any investigation by attorneys about instituting a civil claim? --- Yes there was an investigation but there still hasn't been
anything forthcoming up to this day and attorneys are always calling me up, wanting to know from me what the specialists say, what is
the reply from Pretoria, what is the police's response.

Which attorneys are those? --- Dumisani, van Heerden and Smith.

When was this, what time was it when you were knocked by a Casspir? --- It was at 2:00 p.m.

As someone that never received any compensation and as someone that was knocked by a military vehicle, do you think that that
violation of your right should be investigated by this Commission? --- Yes I would like the Commission to investigate this matter for me
because I spent a lot of money because of this, up and down to attorneys because while I was at school in 1994 in Johannesburg
doing some courses there, I was called up specially being told that attorneys in King William's Town wanted to see me and when I got
there they wanted to know what the specialists in East London had to say. There was no assistance from anybody. I am the one that



spent a lot of money. Even after I had stopped studying and tried to get some jobs, the attorneys would keep calling me up, yet there
was no money forthcoming. I'm the one that kept spending money and I would like a thorough investigation to be instituted, even the
attorneys to be asked what happened, what became of the claim because I spent a lot of money going up and down for something
that, to which I don't have any answers.

What else would you like the Commission to do for you? --- I would like the Commission to investigate for me because Gqozo at the
time he was trying to kill us. I'd like to know what his intentions were.

Thank you. I'd like to hand back to the Chairman in case any of my colleagues would like to put any questions to you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Reverend Finca?

REV FINCA:

Thank you Your Grace. I would like to know, this incident in which you were involved, did it have something to do with the Bisho
massacre? --- Yes we had come from a meeting and we were on the way to that meeting.

The accident in which you were involved, what time did it happen? --- It happened at approximately 2:00 p.m.

At approximately 2 o'clock? --- Yes.

Where in Bisho? --- This last road here in Bisho where the houses are.

At the time were you [intervention] --- We were from the meeting on our way to the march.

Whereabout had the meeting taken place? --- It had taken place at a house.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Dumisa Ntsebeza?

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Thank you Your Grace. I would just like to get some clarity on a few things. You see the problem we have is that your statement as
Reverend Xundu read it, creates the impression that at the time you were injured, it was after you had left the march which was
proceeding to the stadium. Would you like us to correct that and say that you had not gotten there yet, you were still on your way
there? --- Yes please.

Then again you say that approximately 2:00 p.m. you heard gunshots and you saw people who had been marching, running all
around. Is that what you actually said? --- No I was still on my way there. I was still on my way there.

You see according to your statement, your statement says you heard gunshots in that area and you saw people, marchers running all
over the show. --- I had been injured by then.

CHAIRPERSON:

Please listen to the questions being put and if you want to make any comments, please go and do that outside because you are
disturbing us. Thank you.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Thank you Your Grace. The attorneys that you went to, as Reverend Xundu asked you, did you want to go and institute a motor
vehicle accident claim? --- Yes.

Who are these attorneys so that we can follow up? --- It was Smith, Thabata, van Heerden.

CHAIRPERSON:

I do not want to punish you people. You have tried to behave but what has been reported you are going to spoil because you are
humming, you are making a noise and we cannot allow that. Please. We thank all of you who were giving evidence here today and we
even see those that were dosed with Savlon and we trust that your wounds would have healed, even though it seems you are going to



be a surgeon because you would remove these things of yours with a razor blade. Let us say that one of the things which we find
here, is that so many times it is the youth that was in the forefront of the struggle but we find that even older people were involved and
that it was the whole country. The whole country had actually come apart.

We thank you for your contribution towards the liberation of our country so that we are a free country today and we will try and see
what we can do about your requests and how we can be of assistance with the bit of authority we have and ask Madiba by letting him
know, here are the requests that have been placed before us, how can you be of assistance to these people. And also, we would pray
that you people will find comfort and strength in the bad experiences of the past, because of the change that we are experiencing
today is thanks to the contribution of people such as yourself who have made these sacrifices. So we thank you.

We will adjourn for tea until half past. We would like you all to rise so that the witnesses can leave the hall first. Order! Please be quiet.
We would like to ask you all to leave the headphones behind because as I explained to you, they become extremely aggressive when
removed from the venue. Thank you.

... end of Tape 2, side B ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

Rev. Finca has a short report to give to me.

REV FINCA:

Your Grace, I wish to report that there is of necessity a change in the order for today. Yesterday I reported to you that I received a
letter from Brigadier Gqozo where he acknowledged our invitation with thanks and he accepted our invitation to attend at 11:30 on the
10th September accompanied by his legal representative and he asked that we advise if there is any amendment to the order of
proceedings.

We responded of course thanking him and confirming that there is no change. Your Grace this morning at about 9 o'clock we have
received an application by Brigadier Gqozo where he is requesting that the matter be not heard today and that his testimony be
deferred until such time as he is fit to make such contribution to the Commission.

Your Grace, the letter, the application is accompanied by an affidavit which is signed by Elizabeth Anneways and I wish to propose on
behalf of my colleagues that we deal with the application first before we deal with the next matter and we invite the representative of
the applicant to take the podium, if you agree Your Grace.

CHAIRPERSON:

We have no other option, I mean every, what I've got to say is that you confirmed Commissioner Bongani Finca, on the basis of the
letter that you refer to which you received from Brigadier Gqozo, you confirmed to the media that he was going to be appearing this
morning and in the Daily Despatch report on the front page he was still under, well we were still under the impression that he was
going to be coming.

I think we will ask the legal representative if there is something that you want to say, please take the stand.

ADV COLLETT:

Your Grace, Honourable Mr Chairman, Commissioners. I appear as council on behalf of Brigadier Gqozo. I confirm that yesterday
morning Brigadier Gqozo received your invitation to attend today's hearing and as you are well aware, he responded to yourselves
and accepted such invitation. As his legal council, pursuant to his acceptance of your invitation and his willingness to co-operate with
the Commission I embarked on consultations with Brigadier Gqozo. It became abundantly apparent to me during such consultations
that Brigadier Gqozo was not in a fit position to make a meaningful contribution during consultation, to enable me to advise him as to
his legal rights or to prepare him for today's hearing. He suffered from a lack of concentration, confusion and extreme fatigue.



Yesterday I consulted with Doctor Elizabeth Weiss who is a state psychiatrist, who confirmed that Brigadier Gqozo's behaviour is
consistent with the major depressive episode from which he is presently suffering and in this regard, I refer to the affidavit of Doctor
Weiss who examined Brigadier Gqozo, which affidavit is annexed to the notice of application served on the Commission earlier this
morning. I place on record that Brigadier Gqozo is presently receiving treatment for his condition under the care and supervision of
Doctor Weiss. Accordingly, it is for these reasons that I humbly request that the contribution of Brigadier Gqozo to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission be deferred until such time as he is in a fit position to do so.

I shall ensure that the Commission is kept abreast of Brigadier Gqozo's condition. May I take this opportunity further Your Grace, Mr
Chairman, Commissioners, to apologise for any inconvenience caused to this Commission. I submit that clearly Brigadier Gqozo, in
his willingness to co-operate, underestimated the seriousness of his medical condition.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. We are grateful obviously for the fact that you, as his legal representative, was ready to come personally to
express the apology for his non-appearance. You will, as I indicated to you, be aware that it has placed the Commission in some
difficulty because it would have been I think better, obviously you are not to blame, nobody is to blame. I'm not trying to apportion
blame, I'm just saying that it would have been better if we had been apprised of this position earlier, before Commissioner Bongani
Finca was placed in what is a somewhat invidious position.

We do not want to apportion any blame. We are appreciative of your willingness to come here. We, because in a sense there is no
legal obligation. We have not subpoenaed him. We invited him and we were grateful that he was going to come voluntarily but it may
be that some of my colleagues have questions, just for clarification. I hope you would be willing to try and answer if you can do that.
Would you be willing to do that?

ADV COLLETT:

In so far as I am able, I am quite willing to answer.

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes all right. Thank you very much. Are there any questions that you on the panel here may be wanting to put? Denzil Potgieter?

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson. I don't have your name unfortunately. You have not put it on record so I don't know how to address you.

ADV COLLETT:

My name is Advocate Sally Collett.

ADV POTGIETER:

Now Advocate Collett, it appears and it's in fact common knowledge that the Brigadier appeared recently on a charge in court. Now
when was that, when did he appear on that particular charge? When was the last occasion that he appeared on that charge?

ADV COLLETT:

The last occasion that he appeared in court on that charge to the best of my recollection was Friday last week.

ADV POTGIETER:

That was subsequent to the affidavit that we have been placed in possession of from Doctor Weiss, is that correct?

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct.

ADV POTGIETER:

Now what was the nature of the proceedings? Did he simply plead guilty or did he give evidence, did he give evidence in mitigation or
what happened?

ADV COLLETT:

The nature of the proceedings were that a statement in terms of Section 112 (ii)(b) of the Criminal Procedure Act was prepared on



behalf of Brigadier Gqozo and it was submitted to court. He did not testify in mitigation and he did not testify at all as a matter of fact.
The psychiatric report of Doctor Weiss was also handed in at that particular criminal court hearing.

ADV POTGIETER:

And the condition that he is suffering from, that you have referred to, since when has he been receiving treatment for that?

ADV COLLETT:

He has been receiving treatment since last Tuesday.

ADV POTGIETER:

That is prior to his appearance on the criminal charge.

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct.

ADV POTGIETER:

Now the letter that we have got which is signed by the Brigadier himself and was faxed to us yesterday seemed to have emanated
from your chambers. It was faxed from your chambers according to the fax activity report, is that correct?

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct but the invitation was also faxed to my chambers.

ADV POTGIETER:

Now when you accepted the, when he accepted the invitation to come and testify yesterday, which reached us at about 11 o'clock, to
be exact nine minutes to eleven yesterday morning. Have you already consulted with him to have been in a position to confirm that he
would be coming to appear?

ADV COLLETT:

No I had not consulted with him. Might I point out Honourable Mr Commissioner, that Brigadier Gqozo was in Bophuthatswana until
Friday last week. I saw him for the first time after the time that he surrendered himself to me on Monday morning after I had appeared
in a court case in Bisho, and that was after 11 o'clock.

ADV POTGIETER:

So must the Commission understand that the invitation was accepted and confirmation was given that the Brigadier would appear
here at these proceedings, before you've consulted with him and before having ascertained whether, in fact, he is in a position to
appear given the fact that he is receiving medical treatment and given this condition that he is suffering from.

ADV COLLETT:

Mr Commissioner, the invitation that was issued was not issued to myself, it was actually issued to Brigadier Gqozo. Although I
technically received it through my fax last week Brigadier Gqozo first had sight of it yesterday morning. Pursuant to the invitation he
made up his mind that he wanted to attend. It was pursuant to that, that consultations were embarked upon between us and in my
professional opinion he was not able to make any meaningful contribution because of his medical condition and I consulted with
Doctor Weiss yesterday pursuant to the symptoms that were presenting themselves in consultation.

ADV POTGIETER:

I just want to understand the situation. So really what we must understand is that it's after you have consulted with him that you formed
the opinion that he is not able to make a meaningful contribution to these proceedings, that you formed the idea that it would be better
for him not to appear today.

ADV COLLETT:

It is not a case of me forming any idea with respect, Mr Commissioner. I merely advised that I was unable to get any cogent or any
information from him which would, in my opinion as a legal professional, enable me to advise my client as to his rights or to make a
meaningful contribution to this Commission.



ADV POTGIETER:

And what is the Brigadier's own position, is his own opinion now after you have spoken to him, that he is really not in a position to
come today?

ADV COLLETT:

Once again Mr Commissioner, I wish to say with respect that I never altered Brigadier Gqozo's opinion on anything. It became
apparent to himself and myself during consultations that he was not in fact in a fit position to participate in today's hearings.

ADV POTGIETER:

And so do we understand that his position is also that he is unable to come today?

ADV COLLETT:

Most certainly, his position is certainly that. I might comment that his medical condition seems to have deteriorated when we
embarked on the lengthy consultations.

ADV POTGIETER:

Are you able to submit a medical certificate to the Commission in regard to the Brigadier's condition as of now?

ADV COLLETT:

If the Commission so requires, I'm sure I can get Doctor Weiss to come and examine him once again.

CHAIRPERSON:

I don't want to repeat myself. Please, we are dealing with very serious matters and I do not want witnesses or anybody to be
influenced in one way or another by the conduct of the audience. Please!

ADV POTGIETER:

I want to conclude, Advocate Collett, just to understand what you are saying, would you be able to facilitate a medical certificate,
alternatively is there perhaps a possibility of the Commission in fact being put in touch with the Brigadier?

ADV COLLETT:

Might I ask, Mr Commissioner, for what purpose would the Commission like to be in contact with Brigadier Gqozo?

ADV POTGIETER:

Well we will have to consider what you have said and the application that you brought, I'm simply asking questions which could be
considered when we go and consider the matter, because I am quite sure that the rest of my colleagues would want to discuss the
matter before we form any final views on this. So I am simply exploring all of the possibilities that there are. Either perhaps a medical
certificate otherwise possibly an interview with the Brigadier.

ADV COLLETT:

I appreciate your situation Mr Commissioner, I can facilitate a medical certificate if that is what the Commission requires. I can also, if
the Commission so requires, bring Brigadier Gqozo here but none of us, I believe, are medical professionals who could formulate a
better opinion than I have given in the circumstances. I am quite willing to have Doctor Weiss examine him.

ADV POTGIETER:

I am grateful for your assistance Advocate.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Are there any other questions? Dumisa Ntsebeza?

ADV NTSEBEZA:

I would just like to ask one question Advocate Collett. Doctor Weiss is she in a position to herself come and assist the Commission in



fathoming the depth of Brigadier Gqozo's mental condition, other than just in the affidavit form?

ADV COLLETT:

Mr Commissioner sir, I did speak to Doctor Weiss yesterday about the condition of Brigadier Gqozo and the symptoms that arose. She
confirmed, as I have said already to the Commission, that those were classic symptoms of the depressive episode that the Brigadier
was suffering from. I am quite sure, she is a state psychiatrist and I am quite sure that she would co-operate and come to the
Commission and clarify the condition further should the Commission so require it.

CHAIRPERSON:

[indistinct] ... very much. Doctor Ramashala?

DR RAMASHALA:

Advocate Collett, I assume that Doctor Weiss' opinion is based on a direct mental status examination of the Brigadier.

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct.

DR RAMASHALA:

That in fact she did interview him.

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct ma'am. She did come and interview Brigadier Gqozo. She, to form, I wanted an opinion from her as to his mental state.
I was under the impression that there was something that was not quite kosher and I accordingly asked her as a state psychiatrist to
come and evaluate Brigadier Gqozo. She interviewed him personally, alone, in the absence of myself.

DR RAMASHALA:

On what day?

ADV COLLETT:

On what day?

DR RAMASHALA:

Was it before he submitted to you?

ADV COLLETT:

It was shortly after his surrender to me last week Tuesday. That would have been...

DR RAMASHALA:

You state that you first saw him on Friday, am I correct?

ADV COLLETT:

No I first saw him on Tuesday ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA:

Tuesday.

ADV COLLETT:

I last saw him last Tuesday. I again saw him this Monday.

DR RAMASHALA:

I am a psychologist and apparently you alerted Doctor Weiss on Brigadier's condition and her observations are based on some kind of



behaviour indication. In your opinion, what in the Brigadier's behaviour and demeanour made you conclude that he was not in a
position to appear before the Commission?

ADV COLLETT:

Sorry? To appear at the Commission? Yesterday during the consultations that we had, as I've mentioned, the Brigadier was not
coherent, he was very fatigued. He was not concentrating at all. He would jump from one aspect to a totally unrelated aspect and I
formed the view, and I might add that it won't be the first time that I have referred people to state psychiatrists in my profession. I
formed the view that something was not quite right. I was unable to take proper instructions from Brigadier Gqozo.

DR RAMASHALA:

This was yesterday?

ADV COLLETT:

This was yesterday during the consultations. I continued for a while thinking that the situation might improve when in actual fact it
simply deteriorated. I accordingly telephoned Doctor Weiss on her cell phone in Umtata yesterday and raised my concerns with her
and she said to me, based on her observations and her previous clinical diagnosis of Brigadier Gqozo, that the symptoms which I had
raised with her were characteristic of a depressive episode, such as the episode which Brigadier Gqozo is suffering from and that is
why I brought the application.

DR RAMASHALA:

He in fact was in treatment before you saw him?

ADV COLLETT:

No, he, you mean before I saw him yesterday?

DR RAMASHALA:

No, before you saw him on Tuesday.

ADV COLLETT:

Tuesday last. Tuesday last week?

DR RAMASHALA:

Yes.

ADV COLLETT:

No. He, the treatment was prescribed by Doctor Weiss pursuant to her examination of him. She prescribed certain medication and it is
also being followed by psycho-therapy.

DR RAMASHALA:

Do you have any idea what kind of medication she prescribed?

ADV COLLETT:

Yes if the Commission will bear with me, I do have a copy of the prescription, I believe.

CHAIRPERSON:

You may not behave like school children whereby the teacher some of the times may have to resort to detaining you. I have got
policemen here who are going to stop you from going out of the hall. Could you show that you are disciplined people which is
something that our people have been able to do.

DR RAMASHALA:

Chairperson, thank you.



CHAIRPERSON:

Dumisa you said you have...

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Now Advocate Collett I just want to get this sequence of events. This application which is being brought today, the notice of application
was compiled today. It however has attached to it an affidavit that was deposed to on the 3rd September by Doctor Weiss, is that
correct?

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct.

ADV NTSEBEZA: And the allegation in the affidavit that the affidavit should be prepared by Doctor Weiss, was at your request, that
allegation is correct?

ADV COLLETT:

That is also correct Sir.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

And you wanted this particular opinion for the 3rd September?

ADV COLLETT:

Mr Commissioner sir, when Brigadier Gqozo surrendered himself to me last week, I consulted with him at that stage to do with the
matter, the criminal matter which he was expected to appear on in Bophuthatswana. It was during those consultations that I thought
that there was some problem which necessitated me summoning Doctor Weiss.

At that stage I summoned Doctor Weiss for that particular case. When I spoke to Doctor Weiss yesterday, asking her what she
thought I should do in the circumstances with the symptoms that had presented themselves during extensive consultations yesterday
and I asked her opinion, she said her opinion is the same as the psychiatric report that she compiled on Brigadier Gqozo the week
before.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Do I understand therefore that the opinion on the basis of which this application is being moved, is based on an examination that was
done on the 3rd September by a psychiatrist?

ADV COLLETT:

That is correct Mr Commissioner.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

So it is not as though she examined him yesterday.

ADV COLLETT:

No Mr Commissioner, she did not examine him yesterday. I merely contacted her telephonically in Umtata based on the report that
she had given me and asked her what her opinion was. She gave me her opinion and she said to me her opinion remains as it is in
that affidavit and that I should feel free to use that affidavit to support my contention.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Is it therefore correct that the opinion that he would not make a contribution is your opinion?

ADV COLLETT:

Yes that's my opinion.

ADV NTSEBEZA:



Which is based on the consultations yesterday.

ADV COLLETT:

It is my professional opinion based on the consultations yesterday, the information that was given to me by Brigadier Gqozo, which in
my opinion did not suffice for me to be able to advise him properly of his legal rights or to prepare him for the Commission today which
is backed by Doctor Weiss' report and Doctor Weiss' yesterday verbal opinion.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Yes I understand that and is your opinion that he has since deteriorated from the condition in which he was on the 3rd September -
your opinion?

ADV COLLETT:

I am not a psychiatrist, Commissioner, with respect.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

I would have thought so.

ADV COLLETT:

But my opinion most certainly is that he certainly hasn't improved as of yet and I was of the opinion yesterday that the extensive
consultations in fact were making his condition worse.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Now may I just ask if you concur with her opinion, in other words with Doctor Weiss' opinions in respect of the following conclusions
that she makes? Did you yesterday get an opinion, formulate an opinion as Doctor Weiss had done on the 3rd that there is a marked
feeling of worthlessness and guilt on the part of Brigadier Gqozo?

ADV COLLETT:

Mr Commissioner sir, I wish to comment that obviously anything that transpired between Brigadier Gqozo and I is protected by legal
privilege.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

I appreciate that.

ADV COLLETT:

But I will go as far as saying that Brigadier Gqozo is a person who is not the person that the people saw him as in the past.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Yes, ja, in fact, yes you are protected. You are protected. As my colleague Advocate Potgieter indicated, we have to be satisfied as a
Commission to whom an application has been made that we have applied our mind to the matter and that is why we are even relying
on your assistance, even if it might tend to transgress the attorney/client or council/client relationship.

Did you also formulate the impression that Doctor Weiss had formulated that he is highly suspicious of people?

ADV COLLETT:

Yes I did formulate that impression but I might add, Mr Commissioner that that in itself certainly never led me to the conclusion that he
was incapable of appearing at the Commission today.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Now seeing that he would have been coming to testify before a Commission and you yourself see the evidence of the number of
people who obviously would have been interested by his testimony, there is an opinion here that has been stated by Doctor Weiss,
that he feels he is targeted to be killed. Did you get that impression in your consultations with him?

ADV COLLETT:



Yes I did.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

I have to, I really think I will need to call this part of it... Yes all right.

REV FINCA:

Thank you very much Your Grace. I think the evidence of Brigadier Gqozo is indeed, in our opinion, very crucial for the closure of this
matter for report to the State President and I would just like to ask from Advocate Collett whether perhaps she has got any idea of how
long this Commission will have to wait, indeed how long this country will have to wait until we hear the evidence of Brigadier Gqozo on
the Bisho massacre. Will it be within the period of the life of this Commission?

ADV COLLETT:

Mr Commissioner, as I have mentioned I am not a psychiatrist. I certainly am not able to comment on how long a psychiatric disorder
of this nature is to last. What I do understand from my consultations with Doctor Weiss is that [and I am sure the Commissioner who is
a psychologist can support me on this] an antidepressant normally takes between three and four weeks to begin to work effectively.

I would then say if one were to base it on that, surely within a month Brigadier Gqozo should be in a better condition than he is
presently, receiving the medication that he is and with the psychotherapy that he is scheduled to start, with Doctor Weiss this week.
More than that I am unable to comment.

CHAIRPERSON:

Let me again express our appreciation that you have come. We obviously want to consult amongst ourselves, as I indicated, I mean
there is no legal obligation at this stage. We have not subpoenaed the Brigadier, he was coming voluntarily and we appreciate the
courtesy that you have shown the Commission but we would like sort of to look at the implications of this and want to say thank you
very much for coming and you are free to stand down.

ADV COLLETT:

Your Grace, might I just comment before I do stand down that certainly during my consultations I never gained the impression that
Brigadier Gqozo does not want to co-operate with the Commission.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. We are very grateful that that is the case. Thank you. Order please! We have to adjust accordingly. You have
heard for yourselves, we are equally concerned but there is not a great deal that you can do about this.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Now Mr Webb, I really don't know whether you want to see me cross and that is the last thing I want.

Don't come and disgrace us to the nations because people are going to point a finger at the black nation and their leaders as people
who do not want to listen. We therefore ask that you should behave because this will be a bad reflection to all of us. I have been
saying the way we behave I can give you seven out of ten, sometimes maybe eight and a half out of ten. Don't spoil this record you
have.

We are all disappointed because we have been expecting some explanation but you have heard that if it is, you may be angry and we
are all feeling like that so I think you can vent your anger by running down into the stadium but not here. This is not the place for that.
Here we just request you to calm down. Thank you very much.

 

REV FINCA:

Your Grace I propose that we take the submissions by the persons who served in the Ciskei Government together instead of
individually, so that we call Mr Webb, Col Peter, Mr Jacobs, Mr Zantsi and Mr Ngcofe all at the same time and they can perhaps give
their testimony.

CHAIRPERSON:

Will you please do that. Thank you. May I again repeat the welcome on behalf of the Commission and thank you gentlemen for being
willing to come to help us in trying to understand one of the horrendous events in our very dark past, which we would like to be able to
face up to and see how the healing of our nation can happen after the trauma of events such as the ones that we are at present
examining together and so if you will, Mr Webb?
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MR WEBB:

Your Grace may I obtain clarity please. The Honourable Commissioner Finca said that we should have the testimony together. Am I to
understand that I am speaking on behalf of these gentlemen here or is it individual testimony but that we are doing it at the same
time?

REV FINCA:

[indistinct]

MR WEBB:

Okay, thank you for that clarification. In that case, Your Grace, Honourable Chairperson, members of the Commission, I was invited to
testify by the Right Reverend Bongani Finca before your Commission as to the role played by the then government of Ciskei at the
time of the march to Bisho.

I have explained to the Honourable Commissioner that I was retained by the government of Ciskei at the time in my capacity as an
attorney. As such, I was concerned about professional privilege that exists between attorney and client. In addition, I further explained
that on the fateful day of the tragedy I was attending a meeting in Pretoria and that any knowledge which I might have had about the
march would have been hearsay and would lack the credibility of a witness present on the scene.

The Honourable Commissioner Finca telephoned me in response to my letter and advised that I should nevertheless testify as the
Commission sought to understand the perspective of the Ciskei authorities and how the authorities saw the African National Congress
at the time. I accordingly expressed what I understand the Ciskei government's position to have been and I respectfully ask the
Commission to note that this was a position at a specific time in history, it was not necessarily my own position, and indeed my advice
was not always followed.

Nevertheless subsequent events such as participation in the multiparty negotiating process, a member of the ten-man planning
secretariat, the Transitional Executive Council will have identified some of my personal positions which I do not however, believe to be
at issue at this Commission but which I am happy to record, found the support in some ways at the Constitutional Court last week. The
relationship between the African National Congress and the government of Ciskei had appeared to me to be cordial in those months
shortly after the expulsion of Mr Lenox Sebe in 1990.

Regrettably this relationship soured through differences of opinion and management styles and frequent outbursts of a mutually critical
nature became the order of the day. The Ciskei government which I sincerely believed wanted to be a benevolent government, was
literally caught on the one hand between the Nationalist Party government [i.e. the Pretoria regime] which communicated
manipulatively through Foreign Affairs Minister, Pik Botha and who held the purse strings, and on the other hand between the
liberation movements determined to destabilise until democracy was achieved.

Chairperson, Honourable Commissioners, at that time there was so much misinformation being disseminated, what with the National
Intelligence from South Africa, South African Military Intelligence, Ciskei Intelligence Services and a plethora of confidential aides
employed to sell false information and mislead. Indeed in retrospect sir, the cross-fertilisation of mystery and intrigue would have done
justice to a best selling suspense novel. At the time however, it was serious business, conveyed with urgency and clandestine calls
and covert messages.

Agents of the various intelligence services, each with a different mission in the total political activity, proliferated Ciskei government



with information which could only have ended up in confrontation between the authorities and the African National Congress. These
influences through the wholesale dissemination of misinformation, exacerbated the tension between all the groups. With the extremely
manipulative South African government which became less and less supportive with its devious methods to mischievously undermine
the Ciskei government.

Simultaneously Sir, the liberation movement strategically would keep government busy with demands, strikes, threats, boycotts, stay-
aways and the like. All the while it is my belief that my client sought to achieve the best possible solution for the people. It made
decisions, it provided concessions, it assisted with taxes, it had numerous development programmes, it abolished the death penalty, it
produced and passed the first real Bill of Rights in Southern Africa. It past through consultation and a creative and innovative Labour
Relations Dispensation, and generally speaking was focused in trying to create work opportunities for the local people.

Importantly Commissioners, it participated in every initiative in a lawful and responsible manner to bring about peaceful change.
Chairperson, I trust that I have set the scene. Undermining, manipulation, misinformation from the Pretoria Regime which was in
financial control, and strategic confrontation from the liberation movements desperate for democracy.

The march was planned and advertised. From the Victoria grounds, King Williams Town to Bisho. The purpose was declared by the
marchers and leaders of the march. As far as I know not legitimate request was sought to obtain from the Ciskei authorities for
permission for the march to go ahead on Ciskei soil. These requirements were consistent with those requirements throughout the
greater South Africa and we are not just a Ciskei aberration. Legal advisors were called in to ascertain the proper legal processes to
be followed.

For the safety of the people, it was considered critical that there be no unauthorised demonstration. It was not so long ago that the
demise of the Sebe error had brought with it a euphoria which manifested itself in wholesale destruction and vandalism. The Ciskei
government was determined to prevent and avoid any hysteria which would overflow into violence and anarchy. The posters and
promises in speeches identified the goal as the removal of the Ciskei government and the destruction of Bisho. The legal advisors,
Chairperson, in order to be proactive, addressed the ANC executive and advised the African National Congress that if it marched into
Ciskei without the requisite authority, such march would be illegal and the ANC would then be accountable for the due process of law
enforcement.

Application was made and ultimately the ANC approached the Supreme Court to request the magistrate to rule on the matter. The
irony is that when the magistrate did make his ruling at the behest of the Supreme Court, the very organisation which had obtained the
order, failed to observe it. It is common cause that the march was to be limited to the stadium. It is my view that the magistrate, under
immense pressure and faced with protracted acrimonious debate, made a brave ruling. The Ciskei government had been made aware
publicly and through its sources that the invasion of Bisho, the removal of the Ciskei government and the assumption of power were
but three objectives of the march.

Newspaper reports told of plans to replace government. Information sources listed the names of the new Head of State and
responsible ministers. Rumour had it that most of the buildings here were to be set alight so that Bisho would be raised to the ground.
Frightening stories were prevalent and the mood of the Ciskei government, which included three high profile seconded ministers,
absent here today, was to prevent an invasion, destruction, and insurrection.

On the morning of the march when I left to go to Pretoria, I felt that we had done everything possible from a legal point of view, to
prevent a tragedy. Indeed it appeared that the magistrate had shown excellent wisdom to direct the marchers to the stadium and back.
In order that the demonstration could proceed but would be contained and peaceful. The events later that day showed a disregard for
the rule of law with tragic consequences.

In conclusion, Chairperson, Honourable Commissioners, I need to record in trying to sketch a perspective, that in the last few days
prior to the march, there were numerous representations made to change the attitude of the Ciskei authorities. Clergy of national
profile, Ministers from the Republic of South Africa, friends, politicians and councillors tried to persuade the authorities. ... end of Tape
3, side A ...

However no one would guarantee that the information about violence and insurrection, that the threats of destruction, that the promise
to take control of government would not materialise and that the march would in fact remain peaceful.

Tragically, history has proved that the Ciskei authority's understanding of the purpose of the march was indeed correct and that the
promise of a peaceful, controlled march could not be sustained. Your Grace, Commissioners, it was on Sunday night during my quiet
time that I became aware of the awesome task which you have in the reconciliation process. This community, and I include myself as
one of them, have agonised at the dreadful results of that march. I pray that what I have said will shed just a little light on the
conflicting conditions which prevailed at that time.

I ask not for justification but that when you consider your deliberations at the end of this session, you consider the legal implications
which prevailed. There is also my sincere hope that the testimony which I offer today may assist this Commission in its arduous task of



establishing the truth and bringing reconciliation to our people. I thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I don't know, I mean my colleagues may want to ask some questions although we obviously have had your
submission just now as it were but it may be that there are people who are able to respond or react quickly. Perhaps let me retrace my
steps. My colleague here suggests that perhaps we should ask your colleagues accompanying you as it were, or sitting on the podium
with you, who didn't have written submissions, I mean that they might in fact have a perspective by just a verbal submission, a brief
verbal submission indicating the thinking and their own perspectives on this march and the tragic consequences.

MR WEBB:

Your Grace I am happy to stand down but I would like to make an observation that I have not consulted with any one of the gentlemen
on the podium and I don't believe that there has been any common vision shared at this.

CHAIRPERSON:

What we are just trying is perhaps to hear from them and then have the opportunity of questioning. No, no, you don't stand down. You
just move away from the microphone. Yes.

MR WEBB:

With pleasure, with pleasure Sir.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Order please! Mr Jacobs?

MR JACOBS:

Thank you Your Excellency. My verbal submission does not run very far away from my colleagues. It is exactly what he has said, you
know there was a high strong point of departure between the then Ciskei government and the ANC.

Now you of course I suppose because of manipulation in the dark because Ciskei was between the ANC and the RSA and the RSA
was a domineering power which you have if you serve it you tow the line here and there otherwise they hold the purse.

Now many delegations came up to the then government, eminent ministers of religion, a Doctor Geldenhuys who was a peace
monitoring officer and many others trying to persuade the government to allow the marchers to come up as far as Bisho. But the
government was adamant because the government then feared that should they come to Bisho, what we think is that they may usurp
everything as the placards were saying that. That was the fear now from this side of the government.

Now on the day of this, unfortunately I was with him in Pretoria. I cannot describe it very graphically the 7th September. On that day
we attended a meeting on federalism but from what we heard, when the marchers went into the stadium, when a group of them went
through a hole in the fence of the stadium and rushed towards the area where the soldiers had some kind of a road-block for
themselves, then it is then that the shooting took place but we couldn't get the answer who gave the direction or the instruction to do
this [indistinct].

Then after that day then there was a commotion, a high tension in the area. People's houses were burnt down, some of the security
forces were removed from their houses to be housed at Mount Cook. That's my verbal contribution Your Excellency.

CHAIRPERSON:



Thank you very much.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Mr Zantsi?

MR ZANTSI:

Can I begin sir?

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes please, I thought I had already said please come. Thank you very much.

MR ZANTSI:

Thank you very much. Your Grace I would like to state categorically that at the time this event happened I was not involved in Ciskeian
affairs. I was a schoolmaster at Hill Town. I gave my staff permission, they asked for permission quite early and I gave them
permission, I said since I have got to go via Fort Beaufort I will follow.

So unfortunately the Indian, Mr Ragavan, whose transport I used to commute from Fort Beaufort to Hill Town was not available at the
time so that I had to go home and not come anywhere into Bisho.

When I got home my wife told me that in the news at 1 o'clock there was this announcement that all was not well at Bisho, so that the
first that I got to know of what was taking place was what I got from my wife when I got home on the 7th September and I do hope that
- I only came onto the government in February 1993, 1st February.

So that the goings on before, I was not aware of. It is only when I came in and even then the matter was now history so that I cannot
contribute materially about what took place. But Mr Chairman, I do believe that the happenings of 7th September emanate from the
event which culminated in the establishment of a Ciskei self-government.

In 1972 when Koornhoff and De Wet Nell dug the first soil here saying they are making self-government possible and it will interest the
Commission to know that those of us who were [indistinct] then, stood up vehemently and opposed this. We said we want to remain as
part of South Africa and I really cursed the day that the Ciskeians decided and labelled some of us as traitors because we could not
accept the concept of self-government. And from then during the Sebe regime we were sidelined because we believed we were part of
South Africa and this dividing of South Africa into states was not conducive for us so that, Mr Chairman, I was in no way connected
with it but my views which are known even to the Supreme Court in Grahamstown when I contested the legality of the elections which
were held to set up this homeland. Mr Chairman sir, that is all I can say.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Order please!
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CHAIRPERSON:

Colonel Peter please have the podium. I am going to give you a warning. If I have to repeat - we have come here, I don't know what
you have come for, but we came here because we have been given a job to do which is to hear every point of view. Whether we like
that point of view or not, that is not the point. We have to hear everything so that we are able to describe as fully as we can what it was
that happened. Now I don't, I am not yet cross but I am going in that direction. I don't want that to happen because I know that you are
also interested and your feelings are strong feelings but if your feelings affect how we listen here, we are then going to ask you to take
your feelings and leave with them. But I am asking you again that it is a democracy that we are trying to build up and many of us are
believers and believers say that it is possible for all kinds of people, all of us, to change and be different. That is why we are talking
about reconciliation.

You don't get reconciled [indistinct] you get reconciled with someone with whom you disagree otherwise there would be no point in
having reconciliation. You do not reconcile with someone whom you have no discordance with. We would not have a Commission if
there was reconciliation already. This Commission exists because all kinds of painful things have happened on all sides and we are
being asked to do a small job in a process [indistinct]. It is all of us who have to accept the pain of what happened in the past to try to
move into the future. I will then ask you, please I beg you, will you give everybody a fair chance and don't let anybody feel under
pressure. Yes Colonel?

COL PETER:

Reverend and all the Commissioners, unfortunately I think everybody should be expecting a lot from me because I was on Brigadier
Gqozo's side but there is little I know personally in connection with the incident we are about today of the 7th September.

I apologise to those who thought they would get a lot of information from me but I will not hide anything, I will speak freely. As we
know, I am one of those people that were present when there was a coup in 1990. At that time after this happened, there was great
joy amongst the people, some were saying this is happening and it is good. The late Mr Sebe is removed because of us and the
soldiers were saying it is because of them that Mr Sebe was deposed.

Everybody who was in Ciskei at the time knows what was happening especially before 1990. They know also what happened on that
particular day of the 4th March 1990. As things went on and we were working with people, things were going well but there were a lot
of people who had grievances who did not agree with the way the government was doing things but they did not speak freely or
outwardly, but most voices were saying you helped us, Brigadier Gqozo. Things continued in that manner, these people with different
opinions but it was clear that most people were pleased because we were even going to...

There were a lot of people who came to the offices when I was there. Some of them were coming in the evenings asking Brigadier
Gqozo what was happening and what he was doing, saying that the people that were leading us were too young. These were Ciskeian
citizens that were uttering these statements, elderly people. Brigadier Gqozo, you are letting young people lead us, do you know what
is going on in the villages? There is no order in the villages. There is discordance. There is continuous discordance. The side that was
constantly asking why Brigadier Gqozo was letting us be led by young people were not saying anything but there were vibes that they
did not want this.

They gave me stares when I walked home, when I was home and some of them who did have the guts to ask me what we were doing.
I am very outspoken and I would say to them you are the ones who feel this. If you come and tell me as an individual, there is nothing I
can do, you must forget it. What you must do, get up, make noise so that there will be direction but if you just sit at home and catch us
an individuals and ask us what is happening, nothing will happen, there will be no progress. It went on like that. There were a lot that
we saw that was going on in the village.

People started killing each other in the villages. Other people came. When Brigadier Gqozo formed an organisation so that we could
also be heard, this organisation was called ADM, this party. People started killing each other in Ciskei. People really started killing
each other. People were dying. It is these two parties that were killing each other. It was the African National Congress against the
ADM. The PAC also came to our offices asking Brigadier Gqozo what is happening. Brigadier Gqozo said that they did not count and
they were told, they said they came as the PAC party but they were turned away.

There was the ADM and the ANC. Those were the major parties that were fighting against each other. People died. Then the South
African government intervened. I went a lot with Ministers to the South African government. There was a day when it was clear that we
were working with the ANC, I remember when we were going to a meeting which Brigadier Gqozo was meant to attend and Minister
Pik Botha but they could not go to that meeting even though they were waiting for him. I led the delegation then because Brigadier



Gqozo could not make it.

I am trying to form a picture. I was then asked what is going on in Ciskei. I said there is no problem there. They asked me if I know Mr
George, I said yes. I told them there is no problem. We are working with people, we even give them vehicles, they are using them.
There is absolutely no problem. Good he said. I don't know what else they said beyond that with Brigadier Gqozo.

There are not too many meetings that I attended where there was, that there was discussions with the then Minister Pik Botha. We got
there all prepared, the delegation from South Africa was not meant to meet all of us. We were supposed to meet at tea. I told Brigadier
Gqozo that I don't like the way things are going, that we are not fully involved. His deputy Mr Schoeman insisted that he wants to see
Brigadier Gqozo on his own. It was difficult that day. I then entered to hear what was going on. It was very difficult, Mr Schoeman
didn't know what to do. He didn't want me to be present.

Brigadier Gqozo then said you can talk in his presence. I don't really know what was going on. I just want to say what I know. That
kind of situation carried on with the discordance between the African National Congress and the ADM. There was then an intelligence
that was constructed. It was clear that this discordance was going to cause trouble but sometimes when something is happening
around you, you don't recognise it or acknowledge it. It is at a distance that you can be objective and see what is going on.

We just realised the magnitude when we looked from a distance and we were told by other people what was going on. It was very
difficult at the time. The African National Congress wanted things done in a particular way and there are other people, the ADM that
wanted things to be done in another way altogether. They did not come out in the open to say exactly what it is they wanted. All they
said was that they have been intimidated. I pleaded with them to try and talk in the open.

Going back to the 4th March, or rather 7th September, before that as a security council, we used to get reports as to what is going on
in Ciskei. Intelligence reports, security reports, army reports, we would then ascertain what is best to take it to the City Council as a
constructive report. There were a lot of things that were being said as to what was going to happen on the 7th September.

On the 7th September there was a rumour that the Ciskeian government, there was going to be a coup, that the MK was going to take
over, that it is going to take all of us and take us where we don't want to be taken. Whether this was true or not but there were such
rumours. This was a security report. We didn't know where it came from, we didn't have sources but these are the reports that came to
us. They came to us and told us that it is a fact. In my memory as I remember these things. In my memory the march was not
committed to pursue, to continue because there was these rumours that there was going to be a coup.

There were certain people that were provoking us but we were told by the leadership that these were not members of the ANC. Some
would go to marches with bad intentions and wanting revenge. We then asked them that they should look at these things. We asked
the magistrate to consider these things as well. At the time we were at the offices when the march was going on. It is the soldiers that
prepared how this march was going to work and where the soldiers were going to be deployed. We then wanted to know what
preparations the soldiers had made, that people were going to loot and that Bisho was in danger.

They then told us what was going to happen, where the soldiers were going to be deployed and the police. They told us how they
were going to prevent people from going to Bisho and that there were going to be people standing at the fence where there was a gap.
We could see all this from the office and there were a lot of people. As we were watching, there were people that did not enter into the
stadium. We could not see properly, we just heard shots and people were falling over. We were at the offices at the time. That is how
people died, from my perspective and people were injured.

After that the government talked about this incident. We then thought that an investigation should be made and a Commission was set
up and there were results. That is all I can say about that day.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. We are running out of time. We would like to suggest that we take a lunch break. We have Doctor Frank
Chicane and his successor. We will then listen to their testimonies immediately after lunch because they have to fly out. Can we just
continue with you after we are through with them because there are questions that the Commissioners would like to ask you. Do you
permit us to do that after lunch?

COL PETER:

Yes it is all right. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Let us take a break then. As we were doing, we would like to give reverence to our witnesses. Can we stand up please. Please stop
the people from leaving please. Nobody should move until I say so please. Thank you. Please leave your headphones behind on your
chairs. Thank you very much, we will resume at 2 o'clock. ... end of Tape 3, side B ...
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INTRODUCTION

 

REV FINCA:

Mr Chairman I am glad to call on the stand Lungisa Welcome Matiwane, Chemist Nontshinga, Ntombikayisa Gola, Norman Fulani,
Nokuzola Mene, Phindiswa Tyhali and Mphithizeli Potyo. Mr Chairman, Tyhali is not here.

CHAIRPERSON:

I don't think we will be able to - …[intervention]

REV FINCA:

Number 16 is not here.

CHAIRPERSON:

But let us wait a little bit further. Order please! I have given everyone a fair chance. I would like to ask for order please.

ALL SIX WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV FINCA:

Mr Chairman, they have been sworn in accordingly.
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CASE NO: 2

VICTIM LUNGISA WELCOME MATIWANE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM LUNGISA WELCOME MATIWANE

 

LUNGISA WELCOME MATIWANE Duly sworn states

CHAIRPERSON:

I heard you too Father, thank you very much. Ms Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA:

Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like ask Lungisa Welcome Matiwane. Lungisa how are you? --- I am very well thank you.

On the day of the march you were also in Bisho. You say you were one of the people that went through the hole in the fence at the
stadium. What happened thereafter? When did you get hurt, could you just explain to us? --- I went through the hole and we went into
the stadium and when we passed something that looked like bridges, we heard things like fireworks and when we looked around to
see what was happening, there were people that were running out of the stadium in our direction and when I turned around to run
away as well in the direction from which I had come, I fell and when I got up I couldn't. I attempted to get up but I couldn't and two men



came, one of them was here recently, and he helped me get up and told me that I had been shot in the back and he took me closer to
a car.

And thereafter were you taken to the hospital for treatment and did you obtain treatment and did you go home thereafter? --- I was
taken to Gray Hospital in this car to which I had taken and drips were put in both arms and thereafter I was transferred to Frere
Hospital. When I got there they operated on me and they removed the bullet.

How long did you remain in hospital for? --- In East London I was hospitalised for seven days and then I was transferred back to Gray
Hospital. At Gray Hospital they said that they didn't have any room and that I had to go home.

It seems that, appears that there was some other treatment that you received from another hospital. Which hospital is that? --- When I
came back from Gray Hospital I couldn't walk properly and my father is in Cape Town and I live with my mother and my brother. My
father phoned and said that I should go up to Cape Town and live with him so that I could be close to doctors there and he kept on
taking me to specialists.

Do you think that you recovered completely after the shooting incident? --- No because it is bad weather, when it is cold and raining, I
experience pain and I get told that the inside of where I had the operation, swells up.

When this happened to you how old were you? --- I was 16 years old.

Were you at school? --- Yes I was at school.

Were you able to go back to school thereafter, did it not disturb you? --- In 1992 I didn't go back to school and not in 93 either. I didn't
go back to school in 1993 either because I was in hospital in Cape Town for six months and I went back to school in 1994.

Did you institute a claim with attorneys at any stage and if so, did you receive any compensation? --- Yes when I went to Cape Town
my mother was left here and she went to attorneys. She was called to Berlin to attorneys and she instituted a claim on my behalf and
now in 1996, just before January I was called to the attorneys and I received compensation from the attorneys.

Which attorneys were these? --- These are the attorneys from Legal Wise or the Legal Rescue Centre in Berlin.

Is there any wish that you have that you would like to place before the Commission? --- Since my father is unemployed and he suffers
from chest problems, last year he applied for a pension, my mother is the sole breadwinner. There are seven of us in total at home
and five of us are at school. Five of us are still at school and the other three are living with my dad in Cape Town and I live here with
my sister. So I would like to ask the Commission that if it has any means of assisting me so that I could continue with my studies.

How far are you now? --- I'm in standard six.

Is that all you would like to say to the Commission? --- Yes.

Thank you very much. I would like to hand back to the Chairman.
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CASE NO: 14

VICTIM VUYANI WESLEY FULANI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM NORMAN FULANI [father]

 

NORMAN FULANI Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:

Good day Mr Fulani. In your statement to the Commission you stated that you are going to talk about your son Vuyani and when he



was injured here at the march in Bisho on the 7th September, and he was a student teacher at the College of Education in …
[indistinct]. How old was Vuyani? --- He was 20 years old.

Which year was he doing at school? --- He was doing his first year.

How did you hear about his death? --- I phoned Masibulele at school on Wednesday and they told me to look for him.

Where did you get him? --- I phoned him in West Bank.

How did he get injured? --- At first when I got there in West Bank they told me he was not there and then I saw his shoes and his
jacket. They told me the left side, they cannot open the left side but I could see his clothes. At last they opened the door and I saw
him. He was shot in the stomach.

It was after how long, when did you get him? --- I found him on Wednesday and I last saw him on Friday the previous week. He came
home to take money and he went back to school.

Did you get, did you go to any attorneys to claim money? --- No I didn't. Mr Matele came to me and told me that we should go to Smith
and Thabata.

What happened after that, did you go there? --- Yes I did and they asked me the details and I told them. I went back home. It was last
year and then this year they wrote to me again and they told me that the money they can give me is ten thousand and they asked me
whether it's fine and then the lawyer told me he doesn't know. He didn't even respect us, just left that matter.

Did they say that you were supposed to be given ten thousand? --- Yes.

What happened, did you get any compensation? --- No, until now I didn't.

You say your health was affected by the death of your son. --- Yes I have diabetes.

Do you get any treatment from the doctors? --- Yes.

I am sure that you have a request to put in front of this Commission. What is your request? --- I have a request because I am not
working at the moment. I would like the Commission to help me. I have a son who is still at school.

The other two requests in your statements, you said that you want people to investigate what happened to this money and you also
requested the Commission to build the community hall. You requested the Commission to build the community hall. --- No I don't know
about that. I only asked the Commission to investigate about what happened.

Is that all you want to say in front of the Commission? --- Yes that's all.

Thank you and I give this opportunity to the Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.
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CASE NO: 15

VICTIM: JONGILE MENE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NOKUZOLA LETITIA MENE [brother]

 

NOKUZOLA LETITIA MENE Duly sworn states

MS MAYA:



You are going to tell us about your brother, your younger brother Jongile who came to the march and he didn't return home and his
body was found in Greenfields together with other corpse. How did you hear about this? --- Jongile came to the march on Monday and
he didn't return back home. On Tuesday we went around asking people whether they didn't see him and others said they just saw him
when he was going there. I went together with my mother and my father went to East London. My father found him on Wednesday. He
was injured in the head.

Did you go to any attorneys to claim? --- No.

What about that big [indistinct] centre, did you go there? --- Yes the lawyers used to go and [indistinct] to go at my home.

Did you get any compensation? --- Yes we got compensation.

When your brother was injured was he a student or was he working? --- No he was working.

Did he have any family? --- No he didn't have family but he was helping his father to support the family.

Do you have any request in front of this Commission? --- Yes.

Please, can you please say it. --- I would like the Commission to help Jongile's father because he was, he looked forward to Jongile to
support him.

You have other requests concerning the rights of Jongile. --- It is work. I would like to get money from his work because he was
employed.

Did you see the means to get the money? --- We tried but the problem is that we can't find his ID.

What about the death certificate? --- We couldn't get the death certificate, we only have a copy.

Where did you get the copy, why didn't you get the original? --- My father found the copy in King William's Town.

All in all, your request is to get the money from the work but you can't get that money because you don't have his ID. Do you have any
other thing to say in front of the Commission? --- No.

In your statement you said that you don't know the employ, the name of your brother's employers. --- He was working in the Red
Island and he got another job but I didn't know the name of that company.

You don't know what. --- It's the contract company but I'm not sure about the name.

Thank you. Is that all? --- Yes that's all.
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CASE NO: 17

VICTIM: MPHITHIZELI NTULELE POTYO

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: MPHITHIZELI NTULELE POTYO

 

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please!

MPHITHIZELI NTULELE POTYO Duly sworn states



MS MAYA:

How are you Ntulele? --- I'm fine thank you.

You got injured on the 7th September during the march. --- Yes.

What actually happened, when, how did you get injured? --- It was, I was one of the marchers and there was the late Mr Hani and as
we were moving up Jungle Road, Mr Hani gave instruction that we should sit down because they were still talking together with the
Ciskei chiefs, so we sit down. So we moved on with the march and we went through the gate but just before I get into the yard I waited
outside talking to one marshal that I knew. As I was talking we saw a helicopter flying out and then thereafter I didn't know what
happened. I just saw people coming out of the stadium. They were running and I heard some gunshots. In fact I wasn't even sure of
the sounds, what sound it was. It was rain of whatever and then I saw a lot of people running away. Just before I turned, watching and
looking at what was happening and I was facing the police station and I could see that there were people on the grandstand of the
stadium watching and it was an extremely hot day, so I just felt something hitting my leg and I fell down but I struggled and jumped up.
I was dressed in this very attire I'm wearing and I tried to cover my face but I noticed that I couldn't use my leg and I could hear the
noise, it was continuing, so as I was running there was an instruction that we should crawl, so I rolled and I became dizzy but I felt this
was of no help to me. Then there was shooting on the way then I tried to run away then I rolled and I went into the forest and I drank
water and I found that there was blood in my shoes and I, the people were still running and I could see that there was war. So I ran
towards the forest and met a certain man and asked for assistance and this man decided to leave me as soon as this helicopter came
back, so I decided to run as fast as I could so I met some men who were soldiers there and they asked what was happening. Then
they said there was nothing wrong. Then one of them shot me at the back, then I decided to tell them that I was injured. Then he
instructed me to lie on my stomach. Then as I was resisting, then a policeman came. It was a white man and he was armed. Then I
lifted my hands up and I said to him I've been shot already and he held me and only to find that these were members of the Red Cross
and they took me into a van together with another one and they left the door of the van opened and they drove to a certain field and
put us there and I was so scared and my leg was getting swollen. Then a certain lady who I think was a member of the ANC gave me
some tablets to swallow and as I was still intending to run away, I saw some soldiers who were on guard and then there was this
helicopter that was hovering over the, all the time. Then as I was trying to run away I was held and I was asked to lie down. Then they
promised to call for an ambulance which came and was sent to Gray Hospital and it was full there. I couldn't trust anyone and I
decided to hide under a bed. Then as we were getting in I could see some bodies that were covered with white sheets and I was
worried about my family and didn't know what to do. So as soon as I got discharged from hospital - Where exactly did you get help? ---
I got, at Gray Hospital they just stitched my wound and later the day they referred me to East London which is my home. That is where
I was admitted for a day and in the morning I was attended to by the doctor and I was discharged because the hospital was full. So I
went to look for my relatives and I was followed once more by the soldiers and I was afraid and I tried to escape. I ran to the forest and
I was helped by other men there.

Excuse me Ntulele, what happened after they had taken out the bullet?

--- No it's still there, they did not take it out of my leg.

At the time you were injured were you working or were you attending school? --- No I had a temporary job.

Did you heal completely so as to be able to work? --- No I can't work because I once had an operation long ago, I had fallen from up
the roof so I can't work even now and I have some dependants on the other hand.

Are these your children or your siblings? --- They are my own children, I have got two of them.

How old are they? --- One is four years old and one is six.

Are they at home or are they attending school? --- They are attending school.

I'm sure you've got a request or some wish that you would like to forward to this Commission. --- Yes I did make my requests to those
people who brought me here.

No but you forward your request to us now. --- I'm asking for pension so as to be able to keep these children in school.

Is that the only request you have? --- We don't have parents, I am the only one at home. My mother died and my father died and my
request is that if only I could get means to support my siblings because I cannot afford, I'm even hungry, even at this very moment. We
live on selling fish. I'm now even very worried and hurt about this whole situation.

We thank you Ntulele. Can I hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:



Over to you Mr Ntsebeza.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Did you ever institute any claim or hand this matter to some lawyers? --- Yes I did, to Mike here in town and to a lawyer Van Heerden.
They did give me some money but it was too little and I used it. The amount was two thousand. Then I also decided to put up a shack
so as to accommodate my children and my family, that is why therefore I feel I need the pension because I did work in Johannesburg
some time and I left that work, that is when I got injured here. So I've got no one to help me. I'm starving, I must say, so I'm telling the
truth that I have got these children and if my sister has not managed to sell anything then we do not have anything to live on.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order, order, order please! Is that all you have to say? --- Yes thank you. June Crichton?
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CASE NO: 12

VICTIM: HEADMAN NONTSHINGA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: CHEMIST NONTSHINGA [brother]

 

MS CRICHTON:

Thank you Mr Chairman. Can I call Chemist Nontshinga to the stand please.

CHEMIST NONTSHINGA Duly sworn states

MS CRICHTON:

Can you hear me Mr Nontshinga? --- Yes I can hear you.

Thank you. Mr Nontshinga I have your statement before me in which you talk about your younger brother who died on the 7th
September at the Bisho massacre. His name was Headman Nontshinga, is that right? --- It's like that, that's true.

Can you tell me how you were informed about his death? --- I got a phone call from home saying that my brother was killed at Bisho
and could not go to Frankfort. I was then asked to look for him.

And where did you? --- I started at Cecilia Makiwane. From Cecilia Makiwane I went to King William's Town and he was not there. The
next day I saw in a list in The Daily Despatch that was listing the deceased that died at the Bisho massacre. I then went to West Bank.
When I got there my father was leaving the place where the corpses were and he said that his corpse was there indeed.

Thank you. You say also in your statement that you never instituted a civil claim at all, is that correct? --- Yes it is so.

Have you made statements to anyone in regard to your brother's death?

--- No I never.

Would you like to tell the Commission what it is you would like us to do for you? --- I would like that a compensation be given to my
mother and father because they are struggling. We can't support them fully because we also have our own families.

Did your brother have any family of his own, children? --- No he didn't have any children.

Do you have anything further to say Mr Nontshinga, to the Commission? --- No.

Thank you very much. --- Thank you.



Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, you can take leave.
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CASE NO: 13

VICTIM: THOBANI GOLA

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NTOMBIKAYISE OSCARINE GOLA [mother]

 

MS CRICHTON:

Can I call Ms Gola to the stand please.

NTOMBIKAYISE OSCARINE GOLA Duly sworn states

MS CRICHTON:

Good afternoon Ms Gola, can you hear me? --- [indistinct]

In your statement to the Commission you refer to your son, Thobani Gola who participated in the march and died in that march. Would
you tell us how old your son was? --- Thobani was 20 years of age at the time.

And how were you informed about his death Ms Gola? Take your time, it's all right we will wait for you. --- I felt great pain because he
was my child, my only child. The others were very, very small, two of them. He was the only older one. I was educating him so that he
could relieve me once he had a profession. He was in standard eight at Nohow.

I can see that the pain is still very much with you Ms Gola and we empathise with you but we need to move to what your request is
because you have given us a tremendous request here which I'd like you to put into words because it is such a lovely request. ---
Thobani left a baby. Please can you educate that child. As Thobani's mother, could you also help me because I am not working, and
educate my two other children.

You added something else that you asked of the Commission that you put into your statement. Are you able to talk about what you
would like the CDF members to do because I think your message to them is an important one and one that we need to hear? --- I went
to the attorneys at Berlin. After that they sent me to a lawyer in Grahamstown. I had never seen this lawyer before. From 1993 up to
now actually up to January, I was called in. People were given their moneys but because my name was not in the computer according
to them, I was not given any money.

You would like us to investigate that further for you? --- Yes, please investigate.

Would it be all right with you if I read out what you said about the CDF members in your statement, may I read that and then you can
tell me whether you agree that it's correctly noted here? --- Yes, please read it for me.

The statement is as follows: I wish all the CDF members of the 7th September 1992 Bisho massacre who participated in the massacre
would come forward and identify themselves so that we could talk peace and reconciliation. Thank you for that. Is there anything else
you wish to say to the Commission Ms Gola? --- I'd forgotten about that part you just read. Yes I do admit that I did say so but I have
nothing further at the moment.

Thank you. Thank you very much. I hand her back to you.

CHAIRPERSON:



Thank you very much. Ntsike?

ADV SANDI:

Ms Gola were you there when, were you here when Mr Peter was replying to questions that we asked him? --- Yes I was there.

What do you think of his answers? Is there perhaps something you would like to say in response to the information that he gave. If
there is nothing you would like to say Ms Gola ... end of Tape 5, side B ...

Is there perhaps something you would like to say in response to the information that he gave? If there is nothing you would like to say
Ms Gola. Would you like to say something? --- I've heard your questions but I don't want to say anything.

Thank you Chair.
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CONCLUSION

 

CHAIRPERSON:

We thank you all. I was going to say what grieves me about these incidents is that when somebody loses a family member, being sent
up and down, not knowing whether, if the member of your family is at hospital or has already died. You go up and down until you find
out from newspapers.

This causes great grief but you are special people because even though we've gone through all these experiences we can, we are
even able to love if somebody cracks a joke. We would not be implying that we've taken lightly what has happened to us but it's a God
given gift that we are able to laugh even though we are so grieved.

It's God's way of making lighter what is so heavy in our hearts. We thank God for this gift. We also thank you that in your pain you are
able to come here without bitterness and now as we heard that as one of you testified that the perpetrators of this violence should
come to the Truth Commission so that there is reconciliation. We thank you very much. Knowing as we said that most people that
went through the most pain was the youth. The blood that was shed was watering the grounds of freedom, such that all that has
happened did not happen in vain.

Today we are able to see this nation as a people that is in freedom. We thank you very much. We know that your pain is not lighter but
I'd like you to know that you talked to people who empathise with you. May the Lord strengthen you and comfort you and may His Holy
Spirit be the bandage of your wounds. We have listened to your requests. We will try our best to help you. Thank you.

We are going to adjourn until 9 o'clock. Commissioner Finca has suggested last night that we should please ask you to be seated by
half past eight so that we can start on the dot of 9 o'clock. I would just want also to say a very big thank you to the police who are
providing security. These are new things that we are able to thank the police because it was very difficult during the past times. We
thank you very much. We thank you all at the back and the whole place. Let us get up.

The witnesses can leave. Please wait at the back. Thank you. ... end of Tape 6, side A ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

Will you all rise. We are now getting ready to pray.

UNKNOWN COMMISSIONER:

Let us pray. Compassionate God our Father, we thank You for the gift of life that You have given to the good and the bad, to the evil
offender and the sufferers. Your love reigns on everyone and You are always interested in our well-being and always seek to meet us
in relationship giving us the privilege to call You Father. For this, God we are thankful. We thank You that in the death of Jesus Christ
You put an end to division and to disunity and brought to men and women the power of love, reconciliation and forgiveness.

We pray for this Commission and all its leaders who represent the power of God's love and forgiveness, that You may give them more
grace and strength today, to listen to human suffering and injustices. Give them a wisdom and a gift of descendment and the strength
and ability to listen to the mind and the souls of all testifying. We pray that you would be present with those who are testifying. Give
them Your Holy Spirit and comfort them as many who break in tears, who cannot contain the pain that they could no longer bear. Let
your Holy Spirit guide all who testify, that they will speak nothing but the truth, so help them God.

Above all, teach us the greatest principle of the cross, to love and not revenge, to forgive and not hate. We also pray for the
perpetrators of evil, that the power of Your love and greatness and the greatness of this Commission would lead many of them to
repentance, changing their hearts and their conscience which is not always easy. Help us God to listen to the whole truth, that we will
listen and be patient and tolerant to hear the hearts of all who are testifying. So guide us now God we pray, in Jesus name. Amen.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Thank you Father. Please sit.

REV FINCA:

Chairperson, I wish to propose that we follow the schedule for day three, with one amendment, that we take from about a quarter to
ten or 10 o'clock the testimony of Mr Kobus du Plessis who is going to brief the Commission on the ballistic investigation on this
particular event. I am informed that the former officers of the CDF are present except Mr Dirk Adriaan van der Bank who is not
confirmed at this stage. Chairperson I propose that you accept this order.

CHAIRPERSON:

We are now going to follow the list as indicated.

REV XUNDU:

Chairperson, I think that the Chairperson should have notified you sir that there are a few amendments also in the list because some
people are not here yet and so we are going to call number 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7. So I will call them in that order. We can add 9 and, ja
we'll do that.

Thank you - Thembinkosi Ntengento, Thembela Mtyingwana, Wandile Mbathu, Boyce Nqono, Yoliswa Kewuti, Nomawethu Witbooi
and Paulosi Mantyi should ascend the stage. I would like to swear you in.

ALL SEVEN WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV XUNDU:

Thank you, over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:



Ntsikelelo Sandi?
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CASE NO: 1

VICTIM: THEMBINKOSI MC DONALD NTENGENTO

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: THEMBINKOSI MC DONALD NTENGENTO

 

THEMBINKOSI MC DONALD NTENGENTO Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Thank you Chairperson. Our first witness to listen to is Mr Thembinkosi McDonald Ntengento who, according to the statement, he is
going to tell us about his experience on the 7th September 1992. We can now listen to Mr Ntengento. On this day, Ntengento, you say
you were one of the marchers? --- Yes I was one of them.

Can you say what actually happened to you because we have already heard what happened to most of the people who were present
there. Now how were you affected? --- When this helicopter landed and again flew up, then there was shooting. I decided to run away
and into the stadium and whilst I was there, soldiers came from a certain direction. They were shooting already and I ran into the
stadium trying to hide myself. Then I went out of that hiding place and as we were going out of the stadium, I was shot here next to my
eye and I fell down with my legs facing upwards. I could still hear with my ears though I was dizzy and I couldn't tell where I had been
shot, so I was taken to Gray hospital and transferred later to Frere hospital and I was swollen, I couldn't see, neither could I hear
properly. On the second day, they inspected my eyes only to find that there was a bullet just below my eye. Whilst I was there, my
family came to visit me because they had heard the news that I was in the mortuary. I spent three weeks in hospital with the bullet
within me and this bullet is still there, just below my eye.

Does this not affect you that you still have this bullet here in your eye?

--- Long ago I used to bleed through my nose but getting some medical treatment, but later on I would swell but I must say I still have
pain on my eye.

Now you say you still get medical treatment, who is the doctor and where is the doctor? --- This doctor is in Frere hospital and his
name is Thomas Tudi and he referred me to Chichu clinic because I also started taking fits after this incident.

Are there any lawyers that you visited asking for advice on this matter?

--- I was called to Advice Centre by Mr Mbambi, two times he called me to see Mr Clive who is in Grahamstown and he asked me
what happened and I told him and I went to Berlin too, to see Mbambi and they asked me whether I was going to be satisfied with the
money they are going to give me. Then I said to them I didn't know how much I was going to get. They said I was going to get R80,000
which I have not received to date.

Now do you mean Mr Clive who is working for the Legal Resource in Grahamstown? --- Yes he is a lawyer in Grahamstown but I don't
know his office.

Berlin Advice Office that you have referred to, is it the same office that has been mentioned by most people here who used to get
assistance? --- Yes, it's the office here in Berlin.

According to your statement there is a request that this Commission should assist you to facilitate that you receive this financial
compensation for your shooting. --- Yes I have made that request.

When last did you speak to Mr Clive Plastet about this matter? --- That was long ago at the time Mr Mbambi spoke to Clive otherwise I
last saw him in person when he was writing down his statement.



Is there any other request you have? --- I'm asking that as an epileptic case and I'm unable to do anything, I'm asking that I should be
assisted to get some disability grant which I had applied for earlier on but was turned down. I was asking for a disability grant.

Now do you mean that you would like this Commission to facilitate that you receive this disability grant? --- Yes, if it has the power
because my children left me only because I am unemployed, even my wife left me. I'm left all by myself and my sister too is also sick,
and though she used to help me because she left the husband and came to stay with me to support me but she fell sick too. So I've
got no one to assist me.

I would like to wait for you to compose yourself or let me ask one last question. You said Mr Ntengento, due to this shooting incident
you took to fits, how often do you get these attacks? --- It is after two months, some other times these attacks become too close to one
another.

Is that all you have to say? --- Yes but I still have another request that I wish that those people who were shot could see God later in
their life.

I thank you Mr Ntengento. I'm now going to hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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VICTIM: THEMBELA MTYINGWANA

NATURE OF OFFENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: THEMBELA MTYINGWANA

 

REV XUNDU:

Let's now ask Mr Freddie Tutani to come forward. Mr Thembela Mtyingwana?

THEMBELA MTYINGWANA Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Let me greet you first, Ms Thembela Mtyingwana. By the way your request is that you should appear before this Commission to talk
about what happened to you on the 7th September 1992. --- Yes it's like that.

And Thembela could you now explain and tell us about your experiences when there was this shooting. --- We were marching up the
main road and we were facing the stadium. I jumped over a fence and I walked for a short distance and I thought I had stumbled
because I fell on my face and I was trying to stand up. I noticed blood, then I tried again to stand up but I couldn't walk. Then I crawled
because there was a certain car parked in front and I was trying to get to that car to go and hide underneath and I kept there for a
while. There was the gunshots and then the owner of the car saw me under the car and he took me into the car and drove me to the
Gray hospital where I was given pain tablets and admitted, which was on a Monday. Then on Wednesday I was transferred to the
Frere hospital where I was given a medical examination and discharged on a Monday.

Now you say, where were you shot? --- I was shot here on my thigh. The bullet pierced through my thigh.

Do you still have a bullet in your body? --- No the bullet just went through my body.

Then at Cecilia Makiwane hospital, did you ever get any treatment? --- Yes I did. At Cecilia Makiwane, when I was shot in 1992, I used
to go there to get treatment, at Gray hospital as well. Then in 1996 my leg got swollen and I went to the Gray hospital. They referred
me to Cecilia and I was hospitalised for a week and they operated on my leg because it was swollen and they said there was some



poison in my leg.

Now you say this was all as a result of the shooting, as a result you can't even work well. --- Yes, I can't work properly because some
other times my leg does not function well, I feel some sharp pains, it becomes very painful. Even now it is still swollen though I'm still
taking my medication and treatment.

How often do you go to the hospital to get your treatment? --- I always go whenever I feel some pains and then they will give me a
date to come back to them.

I see here in your statement that you have a request that you should be granted a bursary to further your studies. What are you doing
presently? --- I'm doing nothing. I'm staying with my mother who is working and yet there are five of us and we all go to school. I
passed my standard 10 last year and my wish is to pursue my studies and because my mother is the only one who is employed, is the
one who gives me the money for transport and for admission in hospital.

What work does your mother do? --- She is a shop assistant in King William's Town.

Are there any other requests that you may be having to forward to this Commission? --- My request is that this Commission should
assist me as my mother is the only one who is employed and who provides me financially.

Is there any lawyer you want to see for any advice in connection with this? --- My mother did go after my injury in 1992, to a lawyer
here in King William's Town.

Do you still remember the name of that lawyer? --- Yes I do.

And what happened there? --- Then this lawyer said we should wait but up to now we haven't received any response.

What is the name of this lawyer? --- He is Mr Smith.

Is he the one who was mentioned earlier by the others? --- Yes.

When last did you talk to Mr Smith in connection with this matter? --- It was last month when my mother talked to him and then Mr
Smith said we should expect a letter which hasn't come.

Did Mr Smith explain to your mother that - how far has he gone with this matter? --- Yes he did and mentioning everything and he has
got all the documents that are necessary with him.

Now you say this Commission should find out from Mr Smith how far has he gone with your claim? --- Yes if it is possible.

Is that all you have to say to this Commission? --- Yes that's all.

I thank you Ms Mtyingwana. I shall now hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Are there any questions from anyone? Thank you.
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ADV SANDI:



We will request Wandile Mbathu to come and give testimony.

WANDILE MBATHU Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Could you come closer to the mike sir so that we can hear you properly. I would like to just make sure that I've got the right names. Is
your name Wandile Mbathu and not Mbethe? --- No it's not Mbethe.

Mr Wandile Mbathu? --- Yes, thank you.

Mr Mbathu you said that you were at the march when people were being shot. --- Yes I was.

Can I request that you tell us what happened to you that day. --- We went to Bisho. When we got there we were shot. After we were
shot, as I was shot in the head and fell down.

Where exactly? --- It started on my side to the front.

Please carry on. --- I fell down and when I tried to get up I was very dizzy and I fell again. After I had fallen, people came and put us in
cars and then we were taken to the Gray hospital. When we got to the hospital I was walking. I was given tablets and medicine then I
went home. When I got home on the fifth day I started having fits and I was taken to the hospital. I was taken to the [indistinct]
hospital.

In your statement Mr Mbathu, you say you were taken from the location of the shootings and you were thrown in with corpses. --- Yes I
was.

Did these people think that you had also died? --- Yes they did.

Where did you hear this from? --- Someone told me.

Did he see you when you were being put in the van? --- Yes he was there.

Mr Mbathu, we just want to hear fully about the injury that you sustained as a result of you being shot. --- I was taken to hospital in
Mdantsane. I stayed there for about two months. They were trying to remove the bullet from my head. I was operated on.

Did you receive any treatment? Are you still on treatment? --- Yes I continually go.

Where is your doctor? --- He is in Mdantsane.

Is he in the hospital there? --- Yes he is at the hospital.

What kind of medical treatment are you receiving, is it for pain? --- I constantly get cramps and I just fall all the time.

Did you go to attorneys to put a claim? --- Yes I did go.

Which attorneys are these? --- Smith.

What happened? --- He said that I would receive my money sometime, I went last Tuesday as well.

Do you mean last week? --- Yes last week.

Did he say how much you are going to receive? --- No he did not.

Do you have a request to put forward to the Commission? --- I request that as I am injured, that I could get my money because it's
quite problematic. I need pension.

I notice here that there is another request that you have made, that has nothing to do with you personally. Do you remember that
request? --- Yes I do.

Can you tell us Mr Mbathu? --- I said I wanted a house.

Did you not say that this Commission should ascertain or make a request to the government to build houses for victims like you? ---
Yes I did say.

Do you have another request that you would like to make Mr Mbathu? --- No I do not but I just need my money because I was injured.



Did you say that you have got a bullet in your head? What do the doctors say, why don't they remove it? --- I was operated on. They
probably removed it.

Is this bullet still in your head because your statement says you have a bullet in your head? --- I do not know.

Is this all you would like to say? --- Yes.

Thank you very much Mr Mbathu. I will take you back to Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Is there anyone with questions? No. Thank you sir.
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ADV SANDI:

We will request Mr Boyce Nqono to come to the mile.

BOYCE NQONO Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Greetings Mr Nqono this morning. --- Good morning.

Can we start at the point where there were shootings and where a bullet entered your body, please. --- It was at the Ciskeian borders.
We were still in a bit, we saw comrades at the field and we thought we should also cross the field and go to the stadium. When we
came close to the razor wire and were entering the stadium I got shot. We saw comrades going back and a helicopter going up. When
I was running, turning right, a bullet entered my body at my left. I fell down. A comrade helped me trying to run. We left and we went to
an old house. There was a fire going. I got into a taxi and I was taken to the Gray hospital.

Were you transferred from the Gray hospital to Frere? --- Yes, I was stitched then sent to Frere. At Frere hospital I got full health.

How long did you stay for at the Frere hospital? --- I was admitted on a Monday, stayed the Tuesday, on Wednesday I was
discharged. They said they don't see any damage because my bones were not affected but my arm was not functioning at all. I could
not feel anything. I went home to Dimbaza on Wednesday. They kept on saying that I must come back to see what's going on. When I
went back to Frere, they decided to operate on me in 1993. They realised that my - most of the time my arm does not function. I then
kept on going to Frere hospital on Tuesday.

Mr Nqono, could you tell us more about your arm. You say that it's not functioning well and you are constantly feeling pain. Is there
any type of treatment that you get? --- My arm functions but not well because I hurt all the muscles. When it's too hot or too cold, it's
painful. It's got no strength. Whenever I realise that it hurts or there is something wrong, I go to Frere hospital. They then treat me then
I go back to work.

Where do you work Mr Nqono? --- I work in Dimbaza.

What are the names of the attorneys that you went to? --- That is Smith and Thabata.

When did you go to them for advice? --- I went in 1993. I was then advised by a member of the Parliament to go to the attorneys. Mr



Sulkooper was in Frere and said that he is handling the whole case. I asked Mr Smuts.

Do you remember the date and month in 1993 when you went to Mr Smith? --- No I don't remember well but it was mid 1993.

What did Mr Smith say? --- He said that if, when you are claiming from the government, six months must not elapse from the time of
the incident and the six months had already elapsed but he said he will try to help me. He made the claim.

Did you go back to him? --- Yes I did, I go frequently and he just keeps on saying that he sent my claim through to the government but
they have not responded. What is happening? No clarity has come. I went even yesterday to ask what is happening. He said that
there has been no progress.

I notice here that you have requests? --- First of all, you requested you want to be helped in educating your children.

How many children do you have? --- I have three.

Are they all at school? --- Only one is at school and the other two are at crèche, but because I don't go to work all the time, I have
problems. Even at work, I have to be assisted in order to perform my job fully. My arm has no strength.

Do you have another request? --- Yes there is another request.

Can you tell us briefly. --- The request that I made is that I be given a disability grant from 1993. When the doctors gave me a disability
- I only put a full request for a disability grant in 1994. There has been no progress.

Is that all you have to tell us Mr Nqono, concerning your requests? --- I have another request. It is very difficult for me to work. This
place that I work at - I then went - I talked to my management and told them my problem that my arm is not functioning well. I will
request that they then gave me a job but your problem must not affect your production. I struggle at work because my arm gives me
problems and my manager tells me that I mustn't go to work. He then takes me to clinics to get medication.

Thank you Mr Nqono. I will ask Mr Chairman to take over. --- I have another request. That the Commission must thank two members
of Parliament that helped me during the time I was unemployed. That is Mr Smuts Ngonyama gave me money to go to Frere and Mr
Sam Goniwe, he also assisted me financially. Thank you.

These MP's that you are talking about, are these MP's at Bisho, Mr Smuts Ngonyama and Mr Sam Goniwe who gave testimony here.
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

That's wonderful. Yes you - In many ways actually you humble us, you know, and you are a rare people and a special people. Thank
you very much. I see that there are people reading newspapers. Please respect this Commission. If you want to read your newspaper
or you want us to see that you are literate, please go outside the hall, we will see you. Although we want people to be relaxed, it is a
very important body this and please [indistinct] its dignity. Thank you.

ADV SANDI:

Thank you Mr Chairperson.
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ADV SANDI:



At this point we are going to go to Ms Yoliswa Shiyiwe Kewuti. I would like to ask her to come closer to the microphone please.

YOLISWA SHIYIWE KEWUTI Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Good morning Ms Kewuti, I'd like to greet you this morning. --- Good morning Chairperson.

I would like to ask you that when you speak, you please come closer to the microphone and also ask you that when you speak, you
look at me so that in case I want to indicate anything to you, you can see me. Thank you Ms Kewuti. You said that on that day of the
shootings on the 7th September 1992, you were part of the march, is that correct? --- Yes Mr Chairman.

Can you please tell this Commission what happened to you when the shooting erupted. --- Yes Chairman. What happened on the 7th
September in 1992 is that we went to Bisho. When we got to Bisho we went in and a helicopter appeared. A Ciskei [indistinct]
helicopter, got to the stadium and hovered very close to the ground but didn't actually touch down and Mr Chris Hani asked us not to
sing any freedom songs, and not make any noise but we should rather keep quiet because that was Brigadier Gqozo. So that it did not
appear that by singing these freedom songs, we were provoking him. We should show him that we came to the stadium to speak to
him and that we should not sing any freedom songs that might provoke him. ... end of Tape 1, side A ...

Could I please put one request to you at this moment, one request only. That we should start with the part where the shooting
occurred. Where were you? --- When the shooting occurred I was inside and I ran and the bullets didn't strike me inside the stadium
because we ran out. As we were running. I was working in Dimbaza at the time and I was running in the direction of Dimbaza. Near
the [indistinct] we got to the roadblock where there were plenty soldiers and when we got to them, the first soldier asked us where we
came from. No one replied. None of us replied. He then asked us if we were coming from the march and wanted to know what Chris
Hani told us to say and none of us replied. One of the soldiers said that oh this was a nice march because some of them are bleeding,
others are walking around naked, they don't have anything to wear any more and [indistinct]. One of them came to us and assaulted
us. I was assaulted with the butt of the firearm on my head and on my arm and then I lost consciousness. I then lost consciousness
and regained consciousness that night when a lady from Pierre came to pick me up. When she picked me up she said that she
wouldn't be able to keep me because she was afraid of being arrested, that she wouldn't be able to offer me any refuge, that I should
go home because I was from Zipunzana. The driver then tried means of establishing where I live until I finally got home late that night.
My mother took me to Frere hospital. At Frere hospital I was admitted in ward B3 for a whole week. I was pregnant at the time.

I'll wait until you have regained your composure Ms Kewuti because it is quite obvious at this time that you are in no condition to
proceed. --- I was then admitted to ward B3 and at the time the doctor said that he was not going to treat me because I was three
months pregnant. So what had happened was that I was going to die and my baby would survive and come and harass the [indistinct]
in my place.

Do you remember the doctor that said this to you? --- No I cannot remember him but it was a white doctor.

Could we just go back a little bit Ms Kewuti. At the time this thing happened, were you working? You said you were working in
Dimbaza but you were living at Zipunzana in East London, is that correct? --- Yes I was working in Dimbaza.

Is there any treatment that you are currently receiving? --- Yes I am currently receiving treatment because after that I started suffering
epileptic fits which I still suffer up to this day and I cannot keep still because I always get hot because the doctor realised that I've got a
fracture in my skull and this is going to affect me all my life.

What happened to the baby you were pregnant with at the time? --- The baby was born and was quite a healthy child. There is nothing
wrong with the child.

The place where you were working in Dimbaza, what happened, what became of your job? --- I was never paid at that factory. The
Chinese people that were running the factory said they couldn't accept me back because I was a troublemaker.

Do you ever consult any attorneys for legal advice? --- Yes, upon my discharge from hospital, I went to the Black Sash and they
appointed an attorney for me from the offices of Mgwane and Mgwane. I got an attorney by the name of Mr Skwebo but nothing
became of the matter because the only letter I received was one saying that I had to come to Bisho on the 27th September last year
and that was the time when I had been admitted to hospital because there was a time when I had become mentally insane. I then
came here with that letter myself because I was told to come to the Supreme Court and I came by myself but there was no trial. I just
got to the Supreme Court and no one paid any attention to me so I went back home.

I notice that this distresses you. It really upsets you that you should have to repeat and relive this pain. Ms Kewuti can I just read from
your statement what your requests are so that you could just confirm whether it is so or not. In your request you said that you would
like the Commission should attempt, should try and organise medical treatment for you, is that so? --- Yes that is correct.



So that you could be treated for the injuries which you have sustained at the time of the shootings, is that so? --- Yes.

You said that you haven't been able to work since, is that so? --- Yes.

Is there any other request which you would like to put to the Commission that you haven't said in your statement? --- The request that I
would like to put to the Commission is that I do not have any parents and I am the eldest at home. My mother passed away and left
me with her children as well as my two. So there are six children altogether and there is no source of income. I am the only one that
tries to make an income by selling nick-Nicknacks and fish at school and sometimes I get epileptic fits while doing that and people
would just loot my goods and there would be no money after that. When the weather is like this I am fine but when it is hot I get sick.
So the children are still at school and they are still young and I would like assistance as far as they are concerned. My mother's
children as well as my own because my own children are still very young. I would like to be helped with the children because I will
never be able to do anything because even at work, I was a machinist, but I can't do it any more because I get hot very quickly and I
would like the Commission to try and arrange for me to receive a grant. I had applied for one previously at Frere hospital but my
application was denied and I wanted to know why because I am still receiving treatment. I receive treatment every month. Every
month I receive treatment and the doctor also confirms that I will not be able to survive without it. I receive treatment at the day
hospital and sometimes I am admitted to Frere hospital.

Thank you very much Ms Kewuti. At this point I would like to hand you back to the Chairperson. --- I would also like to ask, to thank
the Commission for being here and come and break down the walls of Jericho because through the grace of God because we were
being hunted like animals and today I am extremely grateful because this is through the grace of God.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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ADV SANDI:

We would now like to ask Nomawethu Veronica Witbooi to come to the stand please.

NOMAWETHU VERONICA WITBOOI Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

I would like to greet you Nomawathu this morning. You are going to tell us about yourself today since you were there at Bisho the day
of the shooting. --- Yes.

Can you please tell us, can you please tell this Commission what happened to you that day. --- While we were still marching, me and
my friends were crossing the road and then we saw the helicopter. We heard the shots and when we were running back to King
William's Town I fell down. I couldn't stand up again. I tried and tried but I couldn't. I slept there until other people came. They picked
me up and they took me to the car and then they took me to the Red Cross tent. I was taken there with a helicopter and it took me to
Frere hospital and then I was taken by the ambulance there to the hospital. They took me to the x-ray in hospital and they saw the
bullet where it was.

You say they saw the bullet where it is? --- Yes.

Did the doctors take the bullet out? --- Yes they took it out at Frere hospital. I woke up at night and I asked them what happened
because I was unconscious. The bullet was in my stomach. It penetrated through my back out of the stomach. I stayed there for a



whole week, for two weeks. I was discharged but I couldn't walk. My leg was broken and my thigh was broken.

Can you please come nearer to the mike. Do you get any treatment since you were shot? --- I just have pills for bones. They gave me
pills.

Did you go to any attorneys in order to get some advice? --- Yes I did go to the attorneys.

Who are they? --- I went to Smith, Thabata and van Heerden.

What happened with your case? --- This year in February I got a letter from them and then I went to King William's Town to see them.
They told me that there are some documents in the folder and I have to go to the doctor to get the folder. They wanted the medical
report from the doctor.

When did you get this letter? --- It was in February. The doctor gave me all the documents.

Wasn't it in March? --- Yes it was in March and the doctor sent them, the folder, and I couldn't hear anything since then but when I
went there they told me to wait until now.

Which doctor was this now? --- It was Dr Manda.

Is he in King William's Town or East London? --- He is in East London, Cecilia Makiwane.

Did you go back to the attorneys to hear what was going on? --- Yes I did.

When was the last time you went there? --- Two weeks back I went there and they told me to wait.

What did they say to you? What did the attorneys say to you? --- They said that they are waiting for the soldiers' response.

Do you have any request to this Commission? --- Yes my request is that I want to know what is going on because I don't know what is
going on. I don't know whether my case is still on.

In your statement you said that because of the injuries you can't stand up for a long time and you can't walk for a long time. When you
talk about standing up, how long can you stand up? --- I can't stand up for the whole day. I have to take time to sit down but I can't
stand for the long time because my leg gets painful.

When you were talking about the long distance, if you can estimate how long is the long distance? --- I can't walk from here to the way
to King William's Town because I got tired very early.

Were you like that before? --- No this is new since the shooting.

Is that all you want to say? --- Yes.

Can I put you through to the Chairman of the Commission? --- Yes.

Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Any further questions? Denzil Potgieter?

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson. Ms Witbooi, when did you approach the attorneys?

--- I went to the attorneys while they were in East London and they told me the case is late. They told me my claim was late but they
took my statement and they advised me to go to Berlin Advice Centre. I went there. I waited for the response from Berlin. They sent
me a letter telling me that I should go there but when I was there they told me that my name is not appearing in the list and they sent
me back to the lawyers, Mr Smith and Mr Smith told me they do have my name in Berlin but my document, they lost my documents
and they told me to go back to that doctor.

What was, first of all, just can you remember what year was that when you saw the attorneys the first time? What year was it when
you saw them the first time? --- Mr Smith?

H'm. --- It was 1993.



And when was the last time that you heard from Mr Smith? When was the last time you heard from him or that you saw Mr Smith? ---
This year.

So you saw him, sorry. --- It was in March and April this year.

March and April this year. --- Yes.

And what did he tell you then when you saw him? --- They told me to wait because they are still busy with my case.

They still busy with the case. --- H'm.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON:

Any other? Thank you.
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NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: PAULOSI MANTYI

 

ADV SANDI:

Can we please go to Mr Paulosi Mantyi.

PAULOSI MANTYI Duly sworn states

ADV SANDI:

Can I just make sure about your names. I'd like to greet you first. How are you Mr Mantyi? --- Very well thank you, how are you?

What are your full names? Is it Paulosi Mantyi? --- The name is Paulosi and the surname is Mantyi.

You were also present the day that people were shot. That means that you are going to speak about yourself, is that so Mr Mantyi? ---
Yes that is so sir.

Let us begin with the shooting. Would you like some water? You said that at the time that you were shot you were in front or were you
close to the entrance to the stadium? --- I was very far from the stadium and since there were a lot of people that day, we saw that
there were a lot of people in the road. We were sitting on the tar road because there was an instruction from the people in front. It was
announced on the loudspeaker that we should sit down and we sat down. While sitting there, we saw that we were going to be hurt by
the people coming on because the rest of the crowd because they hadn't heard the announcement and we got out of the way and
went. There were walls near the stadium, near the field and we went down that way because we were going to go over the
embankment and we saw the people getting up going towards the stadium. We then, there were four of us and we proceeded.

Had the shooting all started at that time Mr Mantyi? --- No they had not started.

Let us start with when the shooting started. --- When I crossed over, we went over the stream and I saw this helicopter. It wasn't a
Ciskei helicopter, it was something known as the Mellow Yellow and when it went up there was dust because when a helicopter takes
off it causes dust. I last saw the helicopter taking off and the next thing we heard gunfire and something else that is difficult for me is
that when we fell there, the grass was also being burnt and since the grass was very long, it had been set alight and I had passed
there and been on the other side of the grass that wasn't burning yet. In all the time that they were shooting I thought that they were



using rubber bullets or teargas. We then proceeded and we were told to lie flat on our stomachs and I somersaulted. When I
somersaulted I realised that I almost somersaulted into the burning grass and I got up trying to get away from the burning grass and
that's when I was struck by a bullet.

Who set the grass alight? --- I do not know because when we got to that field the grass was burning, it was burning already. I did not
see the person that set it alight.

You were then struck in your leg. --- Yes I was struck in my leg and it struck the bones in my leg.

Is it your left leg or your right leg? --- It was my right leg.

You said in your statement Mr Mantyi that you then lay flat amongst the corpses, the bodies of the deceased. --- That is when I
realised that live ammunition was being used and not rubber bullets because when I was struck trying to get away from the fire, I had,
I was struck by the bullet and I fell again. I didn't realise then that I had been struck and when I tried to get up again I couldn't. While
lying there, I saw someone pass and I, since that was an embankment, a steep slope, it appears as though this person was running
there and had been struck because this person running there was struck in such a way that his intestines were out, and he came to
fall next to me and I realised then that we were really being shot at with live ammunition. When I tried to get up and run away my legs
wouldn't carry me.

Did you say that you were assisted by a certain young lady at the time you were lying there amongst the corpses? Do you know this
lady? --- I do not know her. She saw me, she recognised me and at the time there was chaos. People were crying, ambulances were
up and down.

And how did this lady assist you? --- She had already run, she was running for her life but when she saw that I raised my arm, she
tried to put me on her back and I realised that she wasn't going to be able to help me that way but by then the gunfire had subsided a
bit and it resumed when she was trying to put me on her back and I thought that, realised that this is going to cause us both injury or
maybe even cost us our lives because she is not going to be able to carry me to safety.

Is there any expression of gratitude that you would like to make towards this lady, even though you don't know her? --- Yes Mr
Chairman, because this girl, even after my discharge from hospital I realised that it was a family member of mine but she passed away
last year.

Do you know her name? --- Yes Chairman, it's Sindiswe Kangilane.

Thank you for that. You said that the bullet was removed from you at Gray hospital. --- When I contacted the hospital, Gray hospital,
the people had already been removed by ambulance and there were no ambulances available anywhere so [indistinct]. I was taken by
a private car from men that had come off the road and put me on their backs and found that the ambulances had left already. So a
brown private car that had come from the direction of the stadium with injured people in it, opened its doors and I was put in there and
it went and took me to the hospital.

Is there any treatment that you are currently receiving in connection with your shooting? --- In Gray hospital I was merely stitched up
and we were told that we were being transferred to Frere hospital in East London. We were then transferred by ambulance and the
ambulance that I was in was re-directed to Cecilia Makiwane when we got to Mount Ruth because they said Frere hospital was full.

You said that you are unable to work because you had been shot in the leg. --- I cannot work properly, I cannot stand for a long time
because even now that I am sitting here my leg is paining because once the weather seems cold and raining, it starts paining because
my leg started paining at some stage and it just opened up and pieces of bone just came out and I didn't even go to the hospital
because what I was terrified was, that I was taken to theatre four times and at Cecilia Makiwane even while I was at the theatre they
find that the operation wasn't conducted properly and I would have to go back time and again and I, the fifth time I refused to go back.

Did you even have to stop working, were you working at the time? --- Yes I lost my job because they kept on saying - I was working at
Mr Damilani's bottle store known as Notolie here in Mdantsane.

Were you working there at the time of the injury? --- Yes I was working there.

Are there any requests Mr Mantyi, that you would like to make to this Commission? --- Yes Mr Chairman, I do have requests. I
appreciate the fact that the Truth Commission has given us the opportunity to come and express ourselves here and I also would like
Brigadier Oupa Gqozo to be one of the people sitting here so that I could ask him and he could answer himself, what the reason was
for having shot so many innocent people because on the day that we were shot, we were unarmed and we were marching peacefully
towards the stadium and I feel that if there is anything that he wants to ascertain from us, he should have come to us and asked us
instead of just shooting us because we were not animals.

Is there any request that you would like to put before the Commission? --- Yes, one more request I have is that I would like to ask this



Commission since it is listening to the evidence of the victims of the shooting by Gqozo that we should receive some kind of
compensation.

Did you consult any attorneys for legal advice in connection with the shooting? --- I went to attorneys after having been hospitalised for
37 days and I was discharged in November. So in February 1993 I went to the Ben Ndonga attorneys.

And what became of the matter? --- I last went to see them last year when I had been sent a letter at [indistinct] in Mdantsane and I
was told to go there the Monday morning. I then went to the attorneys and I was told that the Monday there would be a trial. When I
got there uncle Ben said to me that his secretaries should take out my roll. I don't know what roll it was but they should take it out of
the book because the date on which I was called was cancelled as the court date, and that was the last that I saw of them because
they promised to write me a letter again.

When was that? --- That was last year.

Didn't you go back to them to try and establish what became of the matter? --- No I didn't go back to them because they said that they
would write me a letter because I realised that I was tired of going to them all the time which because at the time I was staying in
Mdantsane and then I came home to Devon and I would keep going to them, so as they said that they would write to me and I would
go home and try and find out if there were any letters for me from them. I got tired of going to them all the time because I realised that
I didn't have any money because my mother is the sole breadwinner at home, my father is unemployed, and I am supposed to ask her
for money each time.

Mr Mantyi if I understand you correctly, are you asking this Commission to contact Mr Ndonga and find out what became of your
matter? --- Yes I would appreciate that Mr Chairperson, if the Commission could put me in touch with Mr Ndonga and just ask him to
give me some answers because a lot of people did a lot of things and some people were just provoking or torturing me sometimes, so
I don't know if he is still trying to prolong my suffering.

Thank you very much Mr Mantyi. I would like to hand you back to the Chairperson. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Order please! Any further questions? Thank you very much. I don't know if you noticed that when these people give
evidence that a lot of them, not just these today, but also witnesses yesterday and the day before. Something that I found that
interests me in our people, is that they used to help each other without even knowing each other. You were lucky that you were helped
by a relative. You didn't know her at the time and that person didn't know that, this girl trying to save your life and put you on her back
because you were injured was actually a relative but we heard from a lot of people that this was what used to happen.

But what makes me, what amazes me is that when we do this at these times of difficulty, why should we stop helping each other
during other times because we would have been so far if we could all join hands in the way people did helping each other. People not
knowing that when they stopped to help the other person that they would also, might also be struck by a bullet, perhaps they would
even die in trying to help somebody else. How I wish, I am sure that we all wish that that spirit of helping each other could be the spirit
that we could keep with us all the time.

We would like to thank you because here you are, people that can say thank you to people that were of assistance to you then. You
suffered, you were injured, you experienced pain and a lot was done to you but still the majority of you come forward without any
hatred, without bearing any grudges, I mean, you make me angry, but one would expect that you people should take revenge on the
people that injured you and this is the kind of spirit that helps us. Something else that we have [indistinct] is that the majority of people
that always come and give evidence here, speak about attorneys.

Now we don't want to make a general observation. The only point is that virtually from day one of this hearing, many people have
spoken about how they have not been able to get compensation and that they have often gone back to the lawyer. Today we heard
someone say they were with the lawyer on Tuesday and that they seemed to be given a run-around as well and I just want to appeal
to those lawyers who have been involved, are involved in efforts to get compensation for people who were injured in the Bisho
massacre, please to be in touch with our office so that we can see whether we together cannot expedite this matter. I think it is
intolerable that something that happened in 1992 has not been resolved satisfactorily. We would appreciate it very much because that
would be one of the things we can at least do for our people.

We note that the advice office which is repeatedly referred to, the Berlin advice office acquitted itself splendidly well and we would
want to commend them for the good work that they have done. I'm getting notes here to try and make me sound intelligent. Yes, I'm
now saying it. We would also be very grateful if the government could expedite the payment of compensation help to settle cases as
expeditiously as possible but we say it here once again that we thank you and pray that God should be with you and help you and
comfort you and we will try as hard as possible, try our best, to see what we can do about the request that you have placed before us.
Thank you.
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ADV SANDI:

Chairperson we call Mr Kobus du Plessis, former member of the South African Police, conducting the ballistic investigations.

CHAIRPERSON:

I would like to welcome the school, no I don't know, do you say school children, no school people, school persons. I had someone
complain that we shouldn't speak about this place called Kuruman, it is Kuru person but it is a very good thing to see young people
come because this is part of the history of our country which is going to make an impact on your own lives.

Order please! Let me just try and explain, Mr du ... end of Tape 1, side B ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

Order please! Let me just try and explain. Mr du Plessis is going to be giving evidence that relates to ballistics statistics on the
massacre. I mean he will be speaking about how many bullets etc. etcetera directions, velocity and so forth. Unfortunately, no, no, I
shouldn't - I think that, I was going to say unfortunately it is going to be done in Afrikaans but I take that back, it is not unfortunately.
Afrikaans is one of the eleven official languages. It is just that we don't have, unfortunately we do not have enough headphones and if
you will, I think, exercise, those of you who do not know Afrikaans well enough and do not have headphones, perhaps two people
could sit close to each other and share.

Order! Order! Order! Now, okay, I gave you the break to make a bit of noise, now will you kindly behave as you normally behave.
Thank you.

Could you please switch it on. I would like to welcome you. We appreciate the fact that you have taken the opportunity to come and
give evidence here and we trust that you will be able to assist us to get a better picture, to get a better perspective of the happenings
there, but thank you in any event.
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KOBUS DU PLESSIS:

Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. It is a privilege for me to be here today and I will try my best to be as brief as possible about
this event and about my involvement in the aspects as far as the ballistics are concerned and perhaps we - you know in Natal, the
Zulu’s use the word for ballistics experts udokutella esbamu which means a doctor of guns or a ballistics expert. But that is how we
approach our work as ballistics experts, is that we should look at a scene. The Bisho incident was the scene for a ballistics
investigation and in my opinion, it was the biggest shooting incident which ever had to be investigated by ballistics people in the world.

I would like to proceed by referring to the report which I have compiled and I also have photo albums by post-mortems because I
attended post-mortems directly after the incident and I would like to start with them, with regard to the deceased in this incident, and
then I will proceed to the area plan of the scene itself. I myself, was attached to the Ballistics Unit of the Forensic Science Laboratory
from 1980 to 1992 of the South African Police and as a member of the South African Police, I conducted this investigation. I resigned
as a member of the South African Police at the end of November 1994 and I am currently in private practice as a ballistics expert.

My investigation started on the 8th September 1992. On the 9th, 10th and 11th, I attended post-mortems on the 28 civilians and the
one soldier that were injured, who were shot and at the time of the post-mortems, a lot of exhibits were removed from the bodies.
From 12 of the deceased, bullets were removed which were fired from military firearms. I also have an example of the 5,56mm
projectiles which were used in the military firearms. I have brought one with me. Some of the bullets also disintegrated upon entering
the bodies and only the shells of the bullets were found in five of these cases. Then in five cases there were also very fine fragments
of the projectiles which, upon impact, disintegrated totally.

With one deceased, a piece of shrapnel was found which, upon investigation by an expert in that field, that wasn't me, although I also
identified it, was identified as not originating from a bullet but that it probably originated from a grenade which exploded. Then with six
of the deceased, specific exhibits were found with regard to bullets or grenade explosives and so forth, where they had disintegrated
and they could be detected in the X-rays.

Mr Chairperson, I also made a summary of the injuries of the deceased. I did a wound radius analysis in the documents before you
and it is on the very last page. It has been annexed to the document on the very last page and I would like to deal with the summary
now. It is divided into three. The top section speaks about the direction of the onslaught with regard to the bodies of the deceased. I
broke it down into the direction from behind, in front, left and right. Also the part of the body which was struck, I broke down into the
head, neck, the upper body and the lower body. The upper half of the body from the waist upwards and the lower half from the waist



downwards.

If we look at the position in which the bullets struck the bodies of the deceased, there were eight who were struck in the head. With
regards to this analysis, there were three cases which I did not take into account for the purposes of this analysis, as far as the
direction of the onslaught is concerned and that is the soldier, the person that was struck by shrapnel, and there was also one person
who was injured in the head, where we couldn't determine from which direction he had been struck.

We also have people that were struck in the neck, there were two of them. Fifteen people were struck in the upper body from the waist
upwards and one person was struck from the waist downwards. People who were struck from behind, were ten. No people were
struck directly from in front of their bodies. There were fifteen people who were struck from the left side of their bodies and one was
struck from the right-hand side.

The second aspect is the direction in which the bullet penetrated the body. I tried to determine whether the bullet ascended or
descended the body, or whether it penetrated in a horizontal direction and there I found that there were ten cases where the bullet
struck in an ascending direction. Four bullets were in a descending direction and three penetrated horizontally. With regards to the
injuries of people that were struck in the head, as far as the moving of the neck, I did not take that into account for the purposes of the
direction of whether it was ascending or descending whatever.

As far as the direction of the penetration into the body, I am of the opinion that in the cases of the deceased, at least in 14 cases the
persons were in a lying or bending position when they were struck by the bullets. That means that if the person was standing, that the
bullet would have penetrated in an ascending direction or a descending direction. I mean the bullet would have penetrated horizontally
and not upwards or downwards, and then there were 13 incidents where it was undeterminable, as far as this aspect of my
investigation is concerned.

It is very clear, Mr Chairman, that the deceased were predominantly shot from the left and from behind and so if we take into account
the deceased that were struck from the left of their bodies, then it is very clear with relation to the position of the soldiers and the
crowd, that these people's bodies were faced away from the stadium. A person can then make the assumption that they were shot
while retreating from the stadium, in the direction of King William's Town because the left-hand sides of their bodies were struck in the
majority of the cases.

Mr Chairman, with regard to the injury of the soldier, it is described in more detail in Annexure C before you, that the soldier was struck
on the left side of his head by a bullet grazing from behind. The bullet that was passing him at a high velocity from behind and, in my
opinion, with the total disintegration of the projectile and the impact on the skull, it is very obvious that it was a high velocity projectile
and, in my opinion, it was highly probable that he was struck by a 5.56mm bullet.

I also, during research, Mr Chairman, with regard to the injuries that can be caused by the 5.56, which is the bullet that is being
spoken about here, the one in question, I conducted tests in gelatine which was used as a tissue stimulant to determine at which
distances these calibre weapons would disintegrate in human tissue, human body. I would like to make the results of these tests
available to you. I forgot to distribute them just now. In your documents it's, unfortunately I do not have a copy available for each
member of the Commission. Mr Chairman, if we may proceed, I would like to say that the upper row on the photographed projectiles,
were at a distance of 120 metres from the involved calibre and it is quite obvious that the bullet would probably have disintegrated at
that distance. In the second group where it is from a distance of 90 metres, where it was quite clear that with the nature of the exhibits
which were removed from the bodies, that it was completely related to the situation which we had here in Bisho, where we had this
distance and where we could also come to the conclusion that these projectiles were removed from the bodies without any damage
and that further distances, people at further distances that were struck, it was a bit more difficult to determine than people who were
struck at close range. It would be difficult to do a more specific distance calculation but I do not feel that it is necessary in this
particular circumstance.

Mr Chairman, furthermore I would like to move to the microscopic investigation which I conducted with the cartridge cases and the
bullets which I seized. In totality there were 404 x 5,56mm cartridge cases found on the scene. These include the cartridge cases
which were handed to me by other persons, which they had picked up at the scene and which were also pointed out to me at a later
stage. I analysed these cartridge cases microscopically and found that they were fired from 107 different firearms.

At the time of my investigation I also test fired 338 military R4 rifles in order to get these cartridge cases so that I could compare them
with the ones that I had and I positively linked 49 of them to the cartridge cases found at the scene. I could positively link 256 cartridge
cases and in essence I am saying that I could not positively identify 148 cartridge cases which were fired from 58 weapons.

Furthermore, I had taken bullets at the post-mortem and also bullets which I received from injured persons, I analysed and I found that
13 of the bullets which were removed at the post-mortems were suitable for microscopic analysis in comparison with the tests and
seven of them were suitable for investigation from the injured. This is a total of 20 which I compared with the tests, the shootings
which I conducted, and I could not positively link any firearms with the cartridges or the bullets which were removed from the
deceased. 38 Weapons were tested and at this stage I wouldn't like to elaborate about the circumstances of the firearms, it will



probably take a bit of time, with regard to the identification process as far as the bullets are concerned.

Mr Chairman, I would like to go a bit further to the reconstruction of the scene and for this purpose I have an area photo of which I
have made smaller copies available to you, which show us the Bisho stadium. The northerly direction is on the upper side of this
photograph which I have here. The area I am now identifying is Jongilanga Crescent which is also in question here in connection with
this incident. Then we have the central post office in that position, and then we have Fort Hare university campus with the buildings
which we are occupying today. Then in the south we have the Parliament buildings and I am now identifying the route to King William's
Town which the marchers followed. Although it is not shown here, but the South African border at the time was along this road that I
am identifying now and proceeded in that direction, and that was basically the position of the South African border.

In this area photo plan, I also show the deployment of these lines of soldiers which I will refer to later on and line M1 is referred to as
line M1 here I'm showing now, was split up into M1(a), M1 and M1(b) was deployed there. Then line M2 was in the Fort Hare campus
which I am showing to you now. If you see there is a small building in front of the campus and they were on the right-hand side of this
building in this region which I am identifying now. Line M3 was from the corner, towards the direction of the house which I am showing
to you now. Then line M4 of the soldiers was along the main road in front here and that is the furthest corner of the university.

Then we have line M5 which was a point that was identified as the main entrance of Parliament where there were also soldiers
deployed. Then we have line M6, that was the main road to East London which goes in the direction of the houses, the Ministerial
homes, which is in this region at the bottom of this photograph. Just to ease explanation a bit, the lampposts in the middle of the road I
have marked with numbers from number one to number eight and in this insert, I'll speak about this later, there are positions which
were shown where evidence was found on the scene. There is also an insert which shows to whom traces were identified. Mr
Downing who was linked to the Director-General of the Ciskei, assisted me with the compilation of this area photo plan and there are
also some relevant distances written there.

Mr Chairman, I would like to go a bit further. With regard to the reconstruction of the scene, I divided the incident into three. The area
with regard to Jongilanga Crescent and my observations and identifications, and then I have the area of Fort Hare, which I dealt with
separately and then also the area where lines M4 and M5 and M6 were deployed, and I would like to proceed to the area in
connection with Jongilanga Crescent.

The album which I have made available to you, I would like to refer to Annexure G. I would like to refer you, Mr Chairman, to the first
photograph, photograph one, which is an area photograph taken in the direction of Jongilanga Crescent at that stage. Photograph two,
just for orientation purposes, was taken from position M2 which, when referred to on this area photo, was in the direction of the
stadium. Then you can also clearly see the contour of the ground and see that there is a decline from the direction of Jongilanga
Crescent in the north.

Photograph number three is a photograph which was taken from the position which I am showing to you now, Y1 on the right-hand
side of the stadium. I would like to show you two more photographs, photograph number five on page five of the Annexure which was
taken from the direction of the central post office and on this photograph, the stadium can be observed on the right-hand side and the
buildings on the left-hand side is Fort Hare university.

The last photograph is photograph number eight. Mr Chairman, photograph number eight is the area which was taken from position
S3, as I am showing you now, the exit of the stadium, in the direction of Jongilanga Crescent, and in the forefront you can see the
damaged fence. With regards to this area, Mr Chairman, the area I am showing to you now, there are some points I would like to
indicate to you. Position P1 is a position where a Stetchkun machine pistol is alleged to have been found. This is a Russian
manufactured pistol which has the ability to function as a fully automatic gun. This firearm had a magazine in it with 20 cartridges. It is
the same as the 28mm Makarov.

With regards to position G, point G, that position, there was a 37mm teargas capsule which had released teargas which can be seen
on certain video material. The following points are S1, which is the position I am showing to you now. S3 ... end of Tape 2, side A ...
grenade launchers had exploded. Samples which were taken from the holes in the ground were identified by an expert as having been
caused by a 40mm grenade launcher.

I have a brochure available and at this stage, that is basically how the grenade launcher looks, the 40mm grenade launcher and it's
magazine which can be seen at the bottom.

CHAIRPERSON:

Could you please excuse me a bit, let me just establish, maybe we should have established this from the beginning. How much time
do you need?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Mr Chairman, I do not think I am going to be much longer than 15 minutes more.



CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.

MR DU PLESSIS:

May I proceed?

CHAIRPERSON:

Please, yes.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Thank you. With regard to points L1, 2, 3, there is a lamppost which was struck by bullets at the stadium, it is being showed to you
and, as far as L4 is concerned, that is where a bullet hole was found in a concrete wall at the entrance. With regard to this area, I
found 16 spent cartridges at the scene. The cartridge cases were found at the positions I am identifying to you now, N1, N2, N4, N6
and, N7 is not here but I found them there too. A total of 16 cartridge cases were fired from 11 firearms, of which I could positively link
five. I move further to the Fort Hare campus and just to be a bit brief I am not going to refer to the photos because we went through
that. I would like to say that position BL1 on the plan, on the area plan, is where we found a bloodstain on the South African side of the
border. It was photographed. We refer to Annexure H, photograph number seven, it is identified by an orange arrow, the position of
the bloodstain.

At position D01 we found a 5,56mm spent cartridge. I could not link this cartridge case to any of the firearms which I tested and you
will also see that this cartridge case is out of the area where the soldiers were deployed. How it got there and how it relates in any way
to this incident, I cannot say at this stage, I cannot determine.

With regards to D1, position D1, there was the rest of a thunder flash which had exploded and at D2, at D2 there was what was left of
a stun grenade. I established that it probably related to an exercise which was conducted where these things were thrown and then
there was position S2 where a stun grenade, not a stun grenade, but a 40mm grenade launcher was found as the others that were
identified as having exploded.

With regard to line M2 we have several points here. KA6, KA8, KA9 and KA10 is where the fence was shot at, damaged by bullets. At
one point, KA9, there was a point where there was a big hole in the fence that had been shot open. This toilet building, T1, was also
struck by 15 bullets and was damaged, which was shot from the position which I am showing to you now. I have also identified
positions at the pavilion which, if you look from the pavilion, the brown wall on the upper side at the back, at the top of the pavilion
there is a brown wall where, on photographs 29, 30 and 34 there are points that were damaged, that in my opinion, were struck by
bullets which were fired from the direction of line two, M2 in the direction of the pavilion.

The exhibits which were found at these positions in the region of the lined, were picked up and I am not going to elaborate too much of
that but we can look at the totals. A total of 177 cartridge cases were found in this area and with fire from 42 weapons and a total of 19
firearms were positively linked during the course of my investigation.

With regards to line M3, at MD this was the position of the deceased soldier and at points KA1 to KA5 where concrete poles were
struck by bullets, the numbers of photographs are available and you can see in these photographs I give an indication of what
direction it was. Then the toilet building, identified as T2 was struck by a bullet which also came from this direction, in my opinion.
There were also trees which I identify as B1 to B4 which are in this area, which were struck by bullets which came from the direction of
line M3.

For the sake of interest, the distance from MD to B1 is 160 metres. The distance from line M2 to the position above the wall at the
pavilion is approximately 325 metres. The exhibits which were picked up of the cartridge cases in this area totalled 23. They were fired
from a total of 15 weapons from which I positively linked seven firearms.

There were also spent cartridges found in the position behind where the lines were, which I positively linked, and since at the time of
the incident, the soldiers moved back, one cannot necessarily make the assumption that one of these persons was necessarily the
one that shot the soldier, because they moved back at the time of the incident and these persons could also have fired while moving
back and they did not necessarily stand there while the others were standing in front of them. So I couldn't determine that and I do not
want to create the impression that any of these, from a ballistic point of view and in my opinion, was responsible for the death of the
soldier.

The last section, Mr Chairman, is the section with regard to line M6. I also have photographs there which I point out, which I am not
going to deal with at this stage with regards to orientation but what I want to mention, is that the distance between point M5 to the
pavilion was approximately 500 metres. I also want to mention that points B5 and B6, the positions on trees where I found bullet marks



which were fired from this direction I am showing to you now.

Furthermore, with regards to position PA1, at the pavilion there was also a mark found where the bullet struck the roof of the pavilion
and then deflected into the wall. It is also as shown to you on the area photo plan, fired from the direction I am showing to you now.
Then positions G2 to G5, I found 37mm teargas capsules and in position KA24, one of the lampposts in the street was struck by two
bullets which was shown to you on the area photo plan in the direction of the stadium.

Furthermore, position S9, there was packing material which was identified as the material in which the 40mm grenade launchers were
packed. This is the material in which these grenade launchers were packed. This doesn't necessarily say that those projectiles were
used but this is the material in which it is normally packed.

Furthermore, Mr Chairperson, with regard to the deployment of line M6, I said that the lampposts which were in the middle of the
island, from the first lamppost at the island to the lamppost identified as lamppost number eight, the line was deployed, apparently
along this fence and I found several cartridge cases there. I picked them up there between the fence and the road which we have
here, that is the cartridge cases were picked up on the pavement and on the grass. It does not necessarily mean that it was picked up
there in the road where I have shown the lampposts to be.

Between lampposts one and four, the area I am showing to you now, there was a total of 18 cartridge cases which were picked up,
which were fired from eight different weapons and I could positively link three of the weapons. Between lampposts four and six, a total
of 105 cartridge cases were picked up which were fired from 19 different firearms of which I could positively link 11. Between
lampposts six and eight, there was a total of 26 cartridge cases which I picked up, fired from four firearms of which I could positively
link three.

At line M4 in the region of K23, there were 36 cartridge cases which were picked up which were fired from seven different firearms and
I could positively identify one. Mr Chairman, this is my evidence with regard to my reconstruction of the scene and of the ballistics in
this matter.

CHAIRPERSON:

Could we perhaps put questions to you? I think the panel would love to put one or two questions to you. Advocate Potgieter?

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Let me ask, we are very sorry that you have not seen this photograph. It will be very difficult, I mean even if we turned it around, you
want to turn, maybe, could you just turn it around, let them at least feel that they saw what you were, or at least tried to see what you
were talking about.

No, I did not say that you could speak. I did not ask you to open your mouths and speak. It is an aerial photograph of this area where
the massacre happened and Mr du Plessis has indicated that they picked up 400 shells all over the place. Could you perhaps give us
a brief summary of what you said, in English please.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Certainly.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Mr Chairperson, I would like comment in English, the following. Just a brief summary, is that with regard to the incident, exhibits were
found where shots were fired from, from an area of Jongilanga Crescent. In this area 16 cartridge cases were picked up and I could
determine that it was fired in 11 firearms. I must perhaps mention at this stage, Mr Chairman, that it did come to my knowledge during
my investigation that a certain amount of cartridge cases with regard to Jongilanga Crescent, was picked up by the troops. I have not
received them. So I am not giving the indication here that there was only, there could have been more firearms that fired in that
specific area.

With regard to Fort Hare campus, in this area where line M2 is, I have collected 177 fired cartridge cases which were fired in 42
firearms, firing directions, towards this area to the toilet building, to the stadium, the pavilion on the stadium, I could determine



directions fired from there and also damage on the fence.

Soldiers were also deployed here where cartridge cases were picked up. I could determine firing in all these directions, shots were
fired, struck the trees in this area, shots struck this, one of the walls of the building in that area. I could just perhaps indicate to them it
is the area where the soldier was found. We have also troops which were deployed along the road from the Parliament to East
London. It is a big road.

In this area between the lamppost one and four, 18 fired cartridge cases were picked up which were fired in eight firearms. Between
lamppost four and six in this area, 105 cases were picked up which were fired in 19 firearms and between lamppost six and eight, 26
cartridge cases were picked up, which were fired in four different firearms.

Specifically the areas, the positions here which I am indicating, S1, S4 and S3, that is where grenades exploded and also at S2. I am
also indicating positions G1, G2, G3, G4 and G5, that is where teargas capsules were found. The last point, P1 is where a Stetchkun
pistol was found. With regard to the area photo plan, here is the stadium, you have got Jongilanga Crescent, the post office here, this
is Fort Hare, the Parliament, and here is the road to King William's Town where the march took place. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I am grateful that you have tried to help the general audience. Denzil Potgieter?

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson. Mr du Plessis, I will address the questions in English for the benefit of the audience.

MR DU PLESSIS:

You are welcome sir.

ADV POTGIETER:

Were there 404 spent cartridge cases handed to you?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Yes Mr Chairman, I have examined 404. Some of them I picked up myself, others were picked up under my control and others were
picked up by specific persons who handed them in.

ADV POTGIETER:

Of course I understand from what you have said in your evidence, that that is not indicative of the fact that only 404 rounds were fired
on that particular day, from rifles.

MR DU PLESSIS:

What we know is that at least 404 were fired and obviously it was more. How many more, I don't know whether we can determine it,
but it is a widespread area, all the cases could not have been picked up, could have missed them. The grass was long. We did a
thorough search and then there is also the area Jongilanga Crescent where it came to my knowledge that some of the cases were
removed by the troops.

ADV POTGIETER:

Because from a submission that was made to us earlier, the Goldstone Commission has concluded that there were 425 rounds fired. I
assume that must account for the fact that the cartridges that were picked up by the soldiers, must have been brought to the attention
of that Commission.

MR DU PLESSIS:

I am not, I really don't know with regard to that aspect and how the figures came to the record of that Commission.

ADV POTGIETER:

There was also a submission that it is quite probable that many, many more rounds were fired than this approximately 400, 425 that
we have heard about this far. In fact, there was a witness who himself is a person with a military background. The present Deputy
Minister of Defence who testified here, who offered an opinion that to have had 29 people killed and approximately 250 injured,
something like even 1000 rounds would not be out of proportion. Have you got any views on that?



MR DU PLESSIS:

No, Mr Chairman, I don't know whether I can really comment on it. I think there's various factors which we should bear in mind and this
is the density of the crowd, the direction of the fired, been directed directly to the crowd. I think any other amount we can say 1000,
800, 600, 500, it is merely speculation and I think any person can have their opinion with regard to that but as a ballistic point of view
and my investigation, I can only say at least a minimum of 404 but definitely more. But how many more, I don't know if we will ever
know, with regard to it.

ADV POTGIETER:

The type of cartridge cases that you, that were handed to you and that were found by you on the scene, were they all of the same
type? Were they all this 5,56mm?

MR DU PLESSIS:

That is correct, Mr Chairman. The ammunition that is being used to be fired in the R4 military rifle. I brought an example with. I forgot
to take it out just now.

ADV POTGIETER:

Fine. Now coming to the soldier that was killed, you concluded that it must have been a high velocity projectile that struck his head
and you concluded it is compatible with the 5,56mm calibre.

MR DU PLESSIS:

That is correct.

ADV POTGIETER:

Would that make it probable that the soldier was struck by the same type of rifle that the civilians were struck with and injured and
killed.

MR DU PLESSIS:

That is correct.

ADV POTGIETER:

And the R4, you have indicated, is a military type of arm. It is used by the military, by the defence force.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Yes, Mr Chairman.

ADV POTGIETER:

So it is likely, it is then probable, not so, that the soldier could have been wounded or struck by one of his own colleagues?

MR DU PLESSIS:

That is definitely probable. As a scientific kind of view, I could not ballistically, positively determine that as a fact. I could not. There
was no pieces found in his skull which was any useful for identification purposes, so I could not link his firearm with a soldier but I think
we will have to rely here on perhaps other evidence which perhaps can come forward and the circumstances, but if I have got to
compare the injury and the total destruction of the projectile, for instance with, I also did a comparison with a AK47, then I would say
no he was not struck by a AK47 bullet. He was struck by a 5,56 R4 bullet. Further than that, I cannot assist in this matter.

ADV POTGIETER:

I do appreciate that. For our purposes of course we, although we must still consider the question of findings, a balance of probabilities
would in all likelihood be sufficient for our purposes. So you would agree that at least on a balance of probabilities one could find that
that soldier was killed by another soldier?

MR DU PLESSIS:



Yes sir.

ADV POTGIETER:

There was another issue that arose, particularly from the evidence of the victims, and that concerned a helicopter that was present on
the scene on that particular day. There was evidence from more than one victim, up to now, of shooting from this helicopter, shooting
from the air.

Now if one looks at the trajectory of the shots that you have in this Annexure of yours at the end, wound tract analysis, that you refer
to. That seems to indicate that at least in four cases you were able to conclude that the direction in the body, the direction of the shot,
the trajectory in the body was downwards. In other words it came from the top.

MR DU PLESSIS: Yes sir.

ADV POTGIETER:

Now would that be compatible with a shot having been fired from a helicopter for example?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Mr Chairman, since I have, I became aware of the fact that people are saying that shots was fired from a helicopter, I had a look at this
for instances, and three of the four, we have a downwards trajectory but it's horizontal downwards. In one instance, in one instance we
have a trajectory where a person was shot in the shoulder area and the bullet went straight down.

Now with regard to this aspect, bearing in mind the fact that the investigation determine that a lot of people were lying down or
bending, I really don't think we can arrive to a conclusion that this person was by any means shot from above, out of a chopper and
not, under the circumstances, the other people were shot by. I have not made an analysis of the wounded persons, so I think what I
can say is that out of the deceased, my analysis of the deceased, there is only in one case where I would say yes, a person could
have been shot from above, out of ... end of Tape 2, side B ... 29 deceased but bearing in mind that a lot of persons were shot while
they were lying down or perhaps running in a bent position and I, at this stage, feel that there is not enough evidence here to conclude
that this person was shot from above. He could have been shot under other circumstances too.

ADV POTGIETER:

But for our purposes, do you agree that we can't exclude the possibility that some shots were fired from the air as it were?

MR DU PLESSIS:

I would say, Mr Chairman, that with regard to that aspect, my ballistics point of view, I would recommend that the Commission perhaps
should lead more evidence with regard to that. I don't think I can advise the Commission in saying that it can accept that evidence.

There is other factors also involved which also, out of a Chopper and the movement of a Chopper, the blades breaking the sound
barrier when a Chopper perhaps bank, I think a guy from the Air Force, a person from the Air Force will perhaps assist the
Commission much more in that regard, can also give the impression, a sound impression, that shots was fired from above. We must
also keep in consideration the crowd, the people themselves, how they experienced it.

Shots is being fired, they did not see the bullets, they heard sounds, and from where they directed the direction from the sound, I
would say that, if I can put it in Afrikaans, one has to be careful to make a direct conclusion, to draw direct influence from that.

ADV POTGIETER:

One must be cautious, I accept that.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Definitely very cautious.

ADV POTGIETER:

But I don't want to debate the issues outside of ballistics because you are a ballistics expert. I want to ask you simply that on the
ballistics evidence, at this stage, do you agree that we can't exclude the possibility that shots were fired from the air.

MR DU PLESSIS:

I have got no evidence that it was not fired. I've got actually, if it comes to that, I've got nothing to assist. I hope you are with me.



ADV POTGIETER:

Yes.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Yes it is, really it is a basic, you know it's a basic answer, specifically on the fact that like I have said, one person, one person, I can
give his deceased number too, as deceased number DR580/92. His trajectory I cannot say whether he was shot out of a helicopter or
whether he was shot while he was lying on the ground and so forth. That circumstances I cannot exclude it.

ADV POTGIETER:

No I accept that. The Chairperson reminds me that you sound like a lawyer.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Ja I am used to courts.

ADV POTGIETER:

There is just one remaining issue that I want to refer to, Mr du Plessis. This question of the grenades. From the submission that we
received, it was identified as rifle grenades. Are you talking of the same thing?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Yes Mr Chairman, they are, if we look at a brochure, I am not very much familiar with the 40mm and hand-grenades. It is more for
your explosive experts but as a ballistician I have fired this grenade launcher. Now what we are talking here about is, it is not a
grenade that you throw by hand, so it is launched.

Now grenades can be launched from a rifle, using a rifle or in this case, a grenade launcher which also, if you look at it, it's got the
shape of a rifle but there is other kind of rifle shotgun ammunition that's got the similar shape but the grenade is identified by the fact
that it's a 40mm. That is actually what is identifying it with regard to military terms.

ADV POTGIETER:

That's fine, thank you. The, and it appears that there are four of those that were launched, that were used on this particular day.

MR DU PLESSIS:

With regard to my knowledge, on the examination of the expert that shrapnel found in the holes of four, on this positions, he did
identify it as being fired from a 40mm grenade.

ADV POTGIETER:

And that was concentrated in the area where there was this opening in the fence.

MR DU PLESSIS:

It was definitely fired in that direction. The, two of them, I'll just indicate, the hole S1 and S4 is just short from that fence and S3 I can
refer to, S3 photo 12 and 15 of Annexure H, I think Annexure H, no it will be Annexure G. Yes. Yes it's a photo, indicates that and then
if it comes to the last one which is marked S2, this is more in the area of the southern side of the pavilion.

ADV POTGIETER:

Okay. The important thing about that is, what is the effective radius, the Afrikaans term doodsakker. What is the effective radius of
that kind of grenade, that 40mm? In what radius can it kill people?

MR DU PLESSIS:

I've got no idea, it is not my field of expertise, the grenades. No, I've got no idea, I think the military people will give us, the
Commission, perhaps a more, an indication with regard to that.

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you, and just finally, to the west of this opening in the fence, from your inspection was there place for people to hide



themselves, for soldiers, to be quite specific, to hide themselves? We got a submission to the effect that to the west of that opening,
there was shrubs and freshly cut tree branches at some spot, an amount of earth elsewhere that presented a place for people to hide
themselves. Can you recall that?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Mr Chairman, I cannot recall specific newly made barriers. Afrikaanse term - loopgrawe wat gegrou is nie.

ADV POTGIETER:

Trenches.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Trenches which if I can refer to photo G on, ag photo 3 on Annexure G. We can see there is natural humps and so on which could
give protection or persons could sit behind it. Another thing, specifically on that photo too is, which is also will have the effect of, with
regard to the vision and the identifying of people, is the fact that we have a slope in the direction of Jongilanga Crescent.

ADV POTGIETER:

Well thank you Mr du Plessis, that was very useful. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. I just have two small questions. One is, are you able to indicate whether shots were fired from the direction of the crowd
towards the deployed soldiers, as from the King William’s Town side and from behind the stadium, in that …[intervention]

MR DU PLESSIS:

Yes, no I understand. No I could not find any indication of shots been fired. Marks, specifically, that's all I could have looked for, is
marks.

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes. Then the second is, I don't know whether you can as a ballistics person but I mean with your knowledge of weaponry, would you
say that the kind of armour or arms that were used, would you say those would have been appropriate for the kind of situation that
was likely to have arisen of a crowd of people who had claimed that they were unarmed. Would this be, would you have thought that it
was appropriate, sensible?

MR DU PLESSIS:

I would answer in this manner Mr Chairman, and this is not firearms which is used for crowd control. It is military firearms which is
used for battle purposes.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Just one more. I give you one question Dumisa Ntsebeza.

ADV NTSEBEZA:

Well, thank you Chairperson. My, most of my questions have been covered by Advocate Potgieter. I just want to put one simple
question. The investigators who were probably investigating this matter for criminal prosecution, are alleging that the sound effect from
a helicopter going up, gives an impression that firearms are being, you know, fired.

Now I know that you have endeavoured to reply this from my colleague. Would you say from your expertise point of view, that is a
more probable version than the version of the witnesses that they were being fired on from a helicopter?

MR DU PLESSIS:

Mr Chairman, I believe that the answer lies in the probability with regard to the two versions. Then I personally feel, at this stage, with
regard to what the people believe they have heard, I can understand that the sound, it is so, I have experienced myself that the sound
can give the impression of shots being fired out of a helicopter because of the blades breaking the sound barrier and also the
shooting, the sounds of the firearms and the total circumstances.

I don't think that we must have the attitude of deciding, with what we have on the table, people heard and they made conclusions. If it



did not happen, I'm not saying they are lying, if it did happen I would say yes there must be more evidence in this regard. Did
somebody see a person with a firearm or, I don't know but I don't think that at this stage, we can work on probabilities and that it is at
this stage, to me a question that hangs in the air. But I can understand that people can get, under these circumstances, like I have
said, the impression that shots were fired from all directions because it is a situation, even if you look at the video films, where there
was totally chaos when the shots started to be fired.

CHAIRPERSON:

I want to express as I did at the beginning, our very profound appreciation for your coming to the Commission and assisting us with
your expertise. It will certainly help us in trying to come to some conclusions about what happened on this awful day, on the 7th
September and thank you very, very much. You may now stand down.

MR DU PLESSIS:

Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
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REV FINCA:

[Indistinct] officers of the Ciskei Defence Force and as I said Your Grace at the beginning of our today's hearing that Colonel Dirk van
der Bank has not been able to come. We are most pleased to welcome and to introduce to you the then Chief of the CDF, Major
General Marius Oelschig, the then chief of staff of operations, Colonel Horst Schobesberger.

CHAIRPERSON:

You will remember what we said yesterday, let us not go back.

REV FINCA:

The then kraal Commander of the CDF, Colonel Fagile Archibald Mkosana and then member of the CDF Colonel Vilile Mbina.
Chairperson the order that is going to be followed is that Major General Oelschig is going to give the primary submission, Horst
Schobesberger, Mr Mkosana and Mr Mbina will make comments and answer questions if there are any from the panel.

CHAIRPERSON:

[Indistinct] and they have got to be sworn in.

REV FINCA:

Yes okay.

CHAIRPERSON:

Could you kindly just take the oath please.

WITNESSES ARE SWORN IN

REV FINCA:



Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

I asked you yesterday to be quiet so that we can find out the truth, everybody who is here is going to give us their evidence. And the
person who is going to give - to testify shall be given the right to do that. You know that it is not easy, let us not make this difficult for
them.

Yesterday we tried to show our sympathy, and if we have to find a way to heal our wounds, people will come forward to testify in front
of this Commission and they have to be given a chance to testify. Yesterday you behaved very well, I was happy about that and I want
you to keep it up even today. Please Major General yes.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

BISHO MASSACRE - DAY 3 - 11 SEPTEMBER 1996

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

MAJ-GENERAL MARIUS OELSCHIG

 

 

MARIUS OELSCHIG:

Your Grace, ladies and gentleman, I would like to make it very clear at the outset that I am not a spokesman for the Ciskei Defence
Force, nor for the South African Defence Force.

I was invited by Reverend Finca to come and submit my own my own impressions of this tragic day in order to assist you to arrive at
the truth. In order to do so, I have prepared voluntary a submission which I will now read to you in its entirety:

I, am Major General Marius Oelschig, presently Chief Director at Transformation Management of the South African National Defence
Force. On 22 August 1996, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission invited me to testify at this special hearing on what they have
called the Bisho Massacre which occurred on 7 September. My understanding of the events that took place has been invited in order
to assist the Commission to establish the truth. I received the invitation on Thursday 29 August upon my return following an official
absence on duty. Allow me in order to place my submission in context, to quote from the Manual of Military Law of the British War
Office, dated 1894. In the Chapter titled Observations on Duty of

Officers, paragraph 36 on page 301, the text reads as follows and I quote:

'Complaint was made by Sir Charles Napier in his remarks on Military Law of the hardships of imposing on an officer. The obligation of
deciding whether he is or is not justified in ordering his men to act. He contended that an officer ought not to be liable to trial by the
ordinary Courts of Justice for anything he may do in executing the duty imposed on him by the civil Magistrate namely to quell the riot.
The answer is that an officer has no greater responsibility than a civilian. At the same time the law has always made liberal allowance
for the difficulties of persons, so circumstanced. And persons whose intention is honest and upright and who act with firmness to the
best of their judgment, needs seldom fear the results of inquiry into their conduct.'

It is against this background that I welcome this opportunity to testify and beg the Commission’s indulgence in listening to and
considering my introductory remarks before proceeding with the presentation of my understanding of the facts pertaining to the events
of 7 September 1992. There have been suggestions in the media and elsewhere that I have not been co-operative as regards the
investigations into the tragedy at the Bisho Stadium on 7 September 1992. Nothing could be further from the truth.

The following is a chronological history of my involvement in inquiries and investigations into the tragedy to date. One of my first
actions following the incident on the day in question, was to instruct the Military Law Officer of the Ciskei Defence Force, Major Dave
Schrobie, to obtain immediate statements from the senior military personnel involved. The purpose was to get the immediate reactions
and impressions whilst their memories were still fresh and uncluttered by media reports, rumours, tall stories and propaganda. Within
days I was summoned by Judge Pickhard, the Chief Justice of The Ciskei and Mr Jurie Jurgens, the Attorney General of the Ciskei
and asked to give a sworn statement for the purposes of the Pickhard Commission of Inquiry. This I did promptly, and without
hesitation.

Furthermore in accordance with normal military practice, I convened a board of inquiring into the incident on 3 October 1992. The



purpose was to determine what had led to the conduct of the troops and not to do a police type judicial inquiry, as this I perceived to
be the responsibility of the Ciskei or South African Police, or both. Most of the senior officers of the CDF had been involved in the
incident in some or other manner and were therefore excluded from serving on such a board. I duly requested assistance from the
South African Defence Force for the provision of suitable offices for conducting the inquiry. This was acceded to and Colonel M J
Buitendag and Major A J Ellis of the SADF were duly appointed as members of the board. I myself made a sworn statement to the
Board of Inquiry. The board completed its inquiry on 30 October 1992. A copy of the board was handed to the Minister of Defence of
the Ciskei on 2 November 1992. The Goldstone Commission was also requested by the South African Government to investigate the
incident. All parties were required to prepare documents and to make submissions to this Commission. I again made a sworn
statement on request and without hesitation. This I believe was used by the advocates representing the Ciskei in their presentation to
the Goldstone Commission. Upon the finding of the Commission I again made myself available to the advocates to prepare their
response.

During early March 1995, I was contacted by advocate Wiwe Notje and another advocate in order to assist them in their possible
defence of CDF soldiers who could possibly have been charged for their involvement in the Bisho incident. I traveled to Bisho on 17
March 1995 where I spent the day in consultation with the two gentlemen. I did so voluntarily and assisted them to the best of my
ability.

During January 1996, I was informed that the South African Police Service in the East London region were investigating the Bisho
incident and that a statement would be required of me. A certain superintendent Walker phoned me to make an appointment which
was arranged speedily and without hesitation. Superintendent Walker and a detective colleague, visited me in my office in Pretoria on
25 January 96 where the details of their request and my subsequent response were discussed.

I prepared the necessary statement and answered all the questions asked of me. Superintendent Walker made all the notes he
required and left on the understanding that he would type the statement and send it to me by fax for verification and signature. In the
event I was traveling to Bisho within days and we decided to finalise the matter in Bisho. I duly signed the statement in Bisho on 6
February 1996. This then is the 5th time that I have been approached to assist in clarifying the facts pertaining to the tragedy and I
again do so willingly without compulsion.

On 22 May 1996 Bantu Holomisa made a statement to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in which he made certain allegations
regarding myself. On 23 May 1996, upon receipt of the transcripts of his evidence, I prepared a statement for the Chief of the South
African National Defence Force, in which I made objection to the untruths which had been told and in which I insisted upon redress.
My comment on the evidence of Bantu Holomisa to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission on Wednesday 22 May 1996 is the
following:

Firstly, I was not informed beforehand that I would be cited by Bantu Holomisa in his evidence to the Commission. I was given no
opportunity whatsoever to attend the hearing, to arrange for legal representation, to respond or even to prepare to respond. I object
most strenuously to the situation. Furthermore and in response to the evidence given by Holomisa, I wish to place the following on
record.

I understand Holomisa to have insinuated that I was withdrawn by the South African Defence Force because of the tragic events at
Bisho in September 1992. This is not correct. I myself, requested desecondment from the Ciskei Defence Force as a result of
irreconcilable differences with the Chairman of the Council of State. I was duly transferred back to Pretoria on 1 December 1992.
Holomisa claimed that I was promoted to the rank of Major General as a so-called reward for the shooting incident at Bisho in
September 1992. My response is the following.

Upon my return to Pretoria I was appointed as the Director Transitional Liaison of the South African Defence Force in order to promote
and to expedite communication between the military and the still to be established Transitional Executive Council, the TEC. During this
period, and commencing in March of 1993, I was actively and directly engaged in the initiation of multilateral talks between the South
African Defence Force, Umkhonto we Sizwe and the other statutory and non-statutory military forces in South Africa.

This led to my appointment as one of a team of four senior South African Defence Force officers who were responsible for the
negotiated compilation of the defence chapter to the Interim Constitution. Upon acceptance of the Interim Constitution and the
subsequent establishment of the TEC, I was co-opted as a military specialist to support the sub-council on defence of the TEC in their
activities.

Once the joint military coordinating council, the JMCC had been established by the sub-council on defence, I was appointed to serve
as second seconded to the chief of the South African Defence Force, who was joint chairman of the JMCC together with the chief of
staff of MK. I would like to note here that the JMCC based upon staff work and negotiation which had taken place long before the
establishment of the TEC and in terms of the provision of the Interim Constitution, determined the process which lead to the
successful integration of the members of all the statutory and non-statutory forces into the new South African National Defence Force.
This has been a feat without historical president.



Upon termination of the TEC, I was appointed Director Strategy on the staff of the chief of staff operations at defence headquarters. In
this capacity I was responsible for the establishment of a new strategic focus for the South African National Defence Force and for the
formulation of new strategies in accordance with emerging defence policy. Once it became apparent that the SANDF would have to
adapt to new and emerge in policy and that it would have to do so within severely restricted resource allocations, it was decided to
create a dedicated transformation management team within the National Defence Force.

On 1 March 1995 I was promoted to the rank of Major General and appointed as the Chief Director Transformation Management. A
promotion and appointment which was authorized by the present Minister of Defence. I have no doubt whatsoever, that the present
Government and Minister of Defence would never have contemplated or sanctioned that claimed by Holomisa. On the contrary, his
allegations must be as insulting to the Government and Minister of Defence as they are to me personally.

I have dedicated my entire career of some 35 years as a professional soldier, to service to South Africa. I believe I have done so with
loyalty, courage, dignity and honour. That I have discharged my duties and responsibilities with zeal and diligence and that I have set
an example to all those placed under my control, as required of all commissioned officers in the S A Defence Force and the new South
African National Defence Force, and inscribed upon one's deed of commission, signed by the President.

I sincerely believe that my promotions from the rank of Lieutenant to the rank of Major General have been based purely upon merit. To
suggest otherwise is a personal insult for which redress should be given.

In his evidence Holomisa further claimed that Charles Sebe and a person named Gusanna were murdered by Ciskei troops, and that
this action was so - was masterminded by South African Defence Force seconded intelligence officers. I am again cited by name, as
being one who owes us an explanation. In response to these allegations, I would like to point out the following.

I have established that the deaths of Sebe and Gusanna occurred towards the end of January 1991. I had been stationed in France
from 1987 to 1990. From 6 February 1991 until May 1991, I was a student on the joint staff course at the Defence College in Pretoria. I
have no personal knowledge whatsoever of the circumstances surrounding the deaths of Sebe and Gusanna. In the circumstances I
can only refer the Commission to the findings of the inquest into the deaths of Sebe and Gusanna.

A cursory consideration of the facts would have prevented Holomisa from making the statements he has. I believe his failure to do so
to be prejudicial to my good name, my reputation and my further military career. In this instance also, I must insist on redress. I believe
that I have acted professionally and correctly at all times.

At no stage have I acted in any manner than that prescribed by my service conditions and within the constraints placed upon me as a
serving professional officer of the S A National Defence Force. I have responded expeditiously to every request to assist in all
investigations and inquiries into the Bisho tragedy.

At no time have I evaded or avoided any investigators, Commissioners, members of inquiries or legal teams. I have co-operated fully,
have provided all the information and documentation at my disposal and have told the truth at all times. To suggest otherwise, is and
would be false, grossly unfair and absolutely unwarranted.

Your Grace, ladies and gentleman, I would now like to proceed with my understanding of the tragic events which occurred at the Bisho
Stadium on 7 September 1992. From May 1991 until December 1992 I was chief of the Ciskei Defence Force with the rank of
Brigadier. I was on secondment from the then South African Defence Force. I had not requested the appointment and was withdrawn
from the joint staff course of the South African Defence Force which I had been attending as a student since the beginning of the year
for the purpose. Before my attendance of the joint staff course, I had been posted to Paris, France on military service for a period of
some four years.

I would like to make some general comments on conditions in the Ciskei prior to the march of 7 September 1992. Upon my arrival in
the Ciskei I was informed inter alia that all members of the CDF had been trained in urban encounter insurgency or coin operations
which included training in crowd control. The use of minimum force was stressed at all times. The green card concept which had been
introduced in 1987 was updated and approved by me in July 1992. The green card written in Xhosa contained conditions of when to
open fire and had to be carried in the pocket of each soldier for easy reference. All the troops in the CDF had been trained in urban
coin and were retrained in June, July and August 1992, prior to this March.

I had been informed that Doctor Geldenhuys of the National Peace Secretariat was present in the Ciskei during the week preceding
the March. I cannot comment on his activities. What is clear, however, is that he failed in his efforts to peacefully resolve matters or
even to come up with some reasonable alternative for the march to or occupation of Bisho. His inability is in no way ascribed to his
lack of trying which I am sure he did in a most determined and vigorous fashion. It does, however, underline a point I wish to make
namely that I believe that the ANC wanted, in fact engineered the whole incident.

This is further supported by the massive presence of the local and international press. They would not have been there in such
numbers if there was not a strong possibility of violence. There can be no doubt that the South African Government was seriously
concerned about the situation. This was evident by the presence of two Deputy Ministers, the Commissioner of Police, Generals



Swart, De La Rosa and Calitz of the South African Police. A very large South African Police contingent further supported by troops of
the South African Defence Force under the personal command of the Officer Commanding Eastern Province Command.

Summoned to the South African Embassy on Sunday afternoon 6 September 1992, I had a private conversations with both Deputy
Ministers Breytenbach of Defence and Myburg of Police. They had already been briefed by their own senior security force
representatives, who had made it quite clear that the decision to allow the march to take place was the worst possible option to be
considered. At their request I also gave my opinion that the South African Government should do everything in its power to prevent the
march from taking place. The Minister's position was that everything depended on the outcome of the application by the Commissioner
of Police to the Ciskei Supreme Court for an interdict to prevent the march. This position was subsequently modified and became
dependent upon the outcome of an application to hold the march which was originally submitted to the magistrate for Zwelitsha, by the
SACP, ANC, Cosatu alliance. The effects of the run up to the march, especially on the general population, should not be
underestimated. The ANC alliance had embarked upon a massive mobilisation and propaganda campaign, not only in and around the
major centers in Ciskei but also in the entire border and Eastern Province regions. Their posters, speeches and press releases were
all extremely provocative, aggressive and militant.

The presence of senior members of the National Executive Committee of the ANC in the area for several days before the march and
the militant nature of their messages to people in the towns and villages of Ciskei gave a clear indication of what was to come. There
was no way that confrontation would be avoided by the SACP, ANC. In fact, that is exactly what they appeared to want and were
actively working for. I would urge the Commission to consider the pronouncements of the Pickhard Commission in this regard.

The effects on the Ciskei troops should also be considered. They had been subjected to every devious tactic by the alliance aimed at
undermining their loyalty and their determination to do their duty. They had been exhorted to defy their leaders, to turn against the
Government and to disobey commands. Pamphlets and posters to this effect were widely distributed and/or prominently displayed.
They had been harassed, insulted, intimidated and ill treated. Many security force members were refused entry to public facilities such
as hospitals and were thrown off taxis. Their children were insulted and ostracised at school. Several CDF members of all ranks, had
suffered arson, hand grenade and other attacks on their homes and property. These, and the attacks on police stations and the
murder of policeman were pointed out as examples of what could be expected if they did not listen to the so-called voice of the people.
Again I would urge the Commission to consult the report of the Pickhard Commission in order to establish the nature of the pressure
placed upon individual CDF members and their families prior to the march of 7 September.

The Ciskei Government reacted to such preparations by the alliance by adopting an even more stubborn and intransigent position.
The government publicly declared that the march would not be allowed to go ahead and that if it did, every means would be used to
stop it from proceeding on Ciskei territory. On Sunday 6 September 1992, a scheduled church parade was held at One Ciskei
Battalion. The Minister of Defence was present by invitation. All the troops who were to be deployed the following day in support of the
Ciskei police, attended that church parade. On completion of the service the congregation was addressed by the Minister. He spoke in
Xhosa for some 25 minutes.

I came to understand that the principle theme of his address was the forthcoming march the following day and the ongoing campaign
of mass action being directed against the government and people of the Ciskei. I cannot however comment in detail on the contents of
the address as I do not understand Xhosa. The Minister did however use many English words and some English expressions and it
was clear to me at one stage that he was comparing the planned march on Bisho to an invasion of the Ciskei by the ANC. In the face
of such pressure it is difficult to imagine a rational, balanced and clear understanding of the situation by relatively unsophisticated and
inexperienced troops.

Their subsequent exposure to what, in their minds, must have been a hostile mob intent on invading their country, could only have
aggravated the situation. In the event of the predicted confrontation taking place, their inevitable response would be affected by all the
aforegoing factors. It goes without saying that they would have felt threatened by the impending event and also have been extremely
tense.

During the period Wednesday 20 August to Saturday 5 September I was absent from the Ciskei as I had to undergo my annual
medical check-up at the Institute of Aviation Medicine which is mandatory for senior officers in the SADF in Pretoria. I also attended a
Medical Services Medal Parade where my daughter received her first medal and I attended the funeral of a close friend in Parys on
Friday 4 September.

I felt that my absence was further justified by the fact that all remaining preparations for the march were more political, police and
judicial than military in nature. In any event the military preparations were left in the competent hands of the Deputy Commander,
Colonel D A van der Bank and the Chief of Staff Operations, Colonel Horst Schobesberger.

On my return I was briefed by both colonels in the operations room on Sunday 6 September. They had, during my absence, been
involved in a tactical appreciation and the preparation of orders to commanders of CDF personnel who were to be deployed in support
of the Ciskei Police Force elements during the march planned for 7 September.



I was also appraised of the efforts which had been made by inter alia Colonel van der Bank to ensure that the potential conflict
situation would be dealt with by the political leaders so that the Security Forces would not become embroiled in the conflict. I gave my
approval to the planning in question and in accordance with military practice, authorized the rehearsal of deployments on Sunday 6
September.

On the same day I also finalised the command and communications systems which would be required for the operation in question.

Command and control arrangements I will deal with shortly. There were four separate radio nets the purpose of which will be dealt
with shortly. I had access to and monitored all four radio nets from my position in the anti-room to the Minister's office which shall
become apparent shortly. After the march conducted by the alliance on Bisho on 4 August 1992 during which CDF personnel were
placed under extreme pressure.

I drafted a report in which I set out my extreme displeasure at the situation with which the CDF had been confronted. A lack of forward
planning and negotiations by politicians involved had left the CDF personnel uncertain until the last moment as to what the role was
that they were required to perform which was an untenable situation particularly in the light of the fact for obvious reasons personnel
deployed were under arms. I have here a copy of that report which I shall attach to my presentation. ... end of Tape 4, side A ... on
page 3.

I remind your Grace that this report has to do with the march of the 4th August, one month prior to the 7th September.

General reflections on the course of events.

Let there be no question regarding the flexibility of the Ciskei government and the determination of the Ministers to avoid violence and
bloodshed. The same cannot be said for the march organisers who, to the very last minute, and despite considerable concessions
made by the Ciskei authorities and security forces, insisted that they would go ahead with their intention to march on Bisho.

Negotiation.

The negotiations which took place on the RSA/Ciskei border should have been conducted in the King Williams Town stadium and I
stress before the march was allowed to commence. It was pure chance that the Amatola Sun Hotel was within two kilometers of the
border and the Council of State within five minutes' drive by car. If a similar situation had arisen for example in the Mdantsane area,
some 25 minutes' drive from Bisho, there would undoubtedly have been bloodshed.

Commitment to agreements made.

The United Nations monitor Mr Campino will be in a position to confirm the commitment made by the ANC leaders prior to the march.
It is clear that the ANC reneged on their agreements on a number of occasions thereby precipitating the crisis. If the agreement had
been properly dealt with at an earlier stage, for example formalised in writing, there would now be documentary proof of the fact that
the ANC Alliance had not honoured their commitment. Fortunately as it now stands, Mr Campino is the impartial observer in a position
to confirm or deny these perceptions or allegations.

Crowd Control.

The march organisers had control of the crowd in the Victoria grounds. There was a public address system and the crowd could have
been informed of all arrangements in the stadium. Mr Hani apparently told Doctor Geldenhuys that he was not in a position to stop the
march which was obviously a strategy to proceed to the border before any agreement was finalised. During the march, when
approached by Doctor Geldenhuys to stop and sit down at the border as previously agreed, Hani again claimed not to have the power
to stop the marchers. This was again an obvious strategy aimed at getting his way and avoiding commitments. When told of the
decision to allow the crowd to enter the Bisho stadium and requested to use the closest entrance at the rear of the marchers, the
organisers again claimed that they had no control over the crowd and would only be able to enter the stadium by advancing further
into the Ciskei in order to use entrances ahead of the marchers. Again a ruse to advance further onto Ciskei territory. The ANC pride
themselves on their ability to control crowds, when it suits them.

Commitment to peaceful process.

The presence of a significant number of armed MK members in the crowd has been confirmed. The nature of the propaganda
disseminated before the march which included assurances that the crowd would be protected from security action by the MK and the
confirmed presence of armed elements suggest that the claimed commitment to peaceful protest was as empty as the commitment
not to enter Ciskei forcefully but to stop and sit down at the border.

Gravity of the situation.

Despite the best attempts of the Security Forces to impress upon the members of the Peace Secretariat and through them, upon the



leaders of the march the extreme gravity of the situation, this did not appear to succeed. Throughout the day the impression was
created that political face saving was of prime importance and that public safety was of lesser significance.

It should be recorded that Security Forces on the ground were within 30 seconds of taking action on three distinct occasions, namely,
as the marchers approached the police positions after Doctor Geldenhuys had informed Security Forces of Hani's intention to proceed
across the border. Secondly, the marchers stopped at the border to receive Doctor Geldenhuys' request for Hani to contact Minister
Botha by telephone. Had Hani not acceded, police action would have followed. Following the protracted telephonic negotiations which
included a conversation between Colonel Pieter and Mr Rhamaphosa, Hani returned to the head of the march.

Having been informed of the situation on the ground, Mr Rhamaphosa accepted that there would be no further advance into the
Ciskei. When this was conveyed by radio to Doctor Geldenhuys and he in turn informed the ANC, a renewed request was made by the
ANC to make telephonic conversation with Mr Rhamaphosa. The request was turned down and the Security Forces received
instructions to take action.

Before this could be executed, Brigadier Gqozo intervened and having favorably considered a request from Minister Botha to allow the
crowd to enter Bisho stadium before dispersing, instructed Security Forces to allow the crowd to enter Bisho stadium unhindered. Very
few people are aware of the true circumstances which existed on the ground and it is serious cause for concern that such situations be
allowed to develop with very little consideration given for the task of Security Forces involved.

As was clearly stated to the UN observer and the National Peace Secretariat team during their initial visit to the Council of State, it
appeared as if the ANC SACP Cosato Alliance was determined to create an incident, possibly a tragedy similar in scope to the
Boipatong massacre in the presence of the UN monitor and the international media.

My recommendations to be submitted for consideration by the Goldstone Commission.

The ANC and its allies are using the guidelines of the Goldstone Commission as the basis for their organisation of and participation in
mass and other protest action. They believe that mere notification of intention to march, picket, protest or generally disrupt normal
community life, is sufficient compliance with the requirements for public safety and the orderly conduct of their planned actions. This is
clearly not so as suitably demonstrated by the reported events in King William's Town and Bisho. It needs to be noted, the note I
made, that the Ciskei government was not a party to the interim agreement on the conduct of public demonstrations. The law in Ciskei
requires that all such demonstrations and meetings are to be authorized by a magistrate on application by the organisers.

The following are felt to be the minimum requirements before any protest or similar actions are embarked upon.

A formal recognition by all parties of the exact routes or locations to be used.

Acceptance of reasonable time limits on the envisaged action.

Formal negotiation and acceptance of conditions pertaining to the action before commencement and a formal commitment by all
parties to abide by commitments and agreements.

Disputes are to be referred to the Peace Accord structures for arbitration. Failure to comply with accepted conditions must lead to
punitive sanctions. For example withdrawal of the right to further protest in the same area or region in future.

The Goldstone Commission has given guidelines for procedures to be followed by all parties involved in protest action. It is felt that the
roles and functions of law enforcement agencies and other security forces have not been sufficiently considered. The guidelines are
being abused by parties for political advantage at the expense of law and order and public safety. When marches, demonstrations and
other protest actions go beyond the agreed conditions and uncontrolled or uncontrollable crowds start rampaging, looting and
destroying public and private property, the Security Forces are expected to perform adequately. This is an almost impossible task with
most of the initiative having already been lost.

The Goldstone Commission should be urged to give far more attention to these and related matters. If the Security Forces are not
supported in their efforts to protect the general public and to maintain law and order in the face of political mass action, the situation
will inevitably degenerate into anarchy. We stand at the brink of exactly that happening in the very near future.

I stress, your Grace, that this report was submitted by myself and that it was sent to the Chairman of the Council of State, the Minister
of Defence of the Ciskei, the Chairman of the National Peace Secretariat, Mr Justice Goldstone, the Ambassador of the RSA to the
Ciskei and the Commissioner of the Ciskei Police. A copy was given to the military attaché at the South African Embassy in King
William's Town for onward transmission to the South African Defence Force.

Preliminary discussions between myself and the Commissioner of Police of the Ciskei had indicated that incidents of unrest could be
anticipated in the outlying areas and that it would accordingly not be possible to draw significant numbers of Ciskei Police personnel
from these areas to Bisho on Monday 7 September. It was regarded as critical that the CDF personnel be available to act in a



supportive role and to assist the Ciskei police should a situation develop which the Ciskei could not deal with on their own. The
deployment of the CDF troops was accordingly arranged to be well to the rear of the Ciskei police positions which were in turn in the
immediate vicinity of the RSA/Ciskei border.

I was aware that the Commissioner of Police brought an application on Saturday night 6 September to restrain the alliance from
conducting the march without the permission of the magistrate of Zwelitsha. By Monday morning 7 September, I was also aware that
the magistrate in question had granted the requisite permission subject to the conditions that the march proceed to the Bisho stadium,
that the gathering there take place between the hours of 12:00 noon and 16:30 and that no dangerous weapons be carried by
members of the procession. Notwithstanding this permission, the instructions which the Security Forces had received from the
government to the effect that the march should not be allowed to enter Ciskei, were not varied in any way at that stage. Broadly
speaking, the CDF were deployed as follows.

Behind and far to the rear of the Ciskei police on the national road at the intersection to Bisho and Amatola View.

On the inside and top of embankment of the southern open stands of the stadium to prevent marchers breaking to their left.

On the south side of the Bisho/Zwelitsha road and inside the main

government buildings to prevent marchers breaking to their right and to safeguard

government buildings and the ministerial complex.

In an open veld to the north-west of Fort Hare Bisho campus, to prevent

marchers from reaching Bisho should they break through the police lines at the

roadblock.

Despite the magistrate's ruling, my instructions were still to stop marchers from entering Bisho at all costs as that would be disastrous.

On Monday 7 September 1992 I was in the anti-room of the office of the Minister of Defence in the National Assembly Building. With
the role of keeping the Minister and the Council of State informed as to developments during the day, to advise on such
developments, to play what role I could in respect of facilitation of negotiations, and to receive and immediately transmit such
instructions as were emanating from the government. The Deputy Commander, Colonel van der Bank who was in overall command of
the CDF operation was stationed on the roof of the National Assembly Building.

I was linked to Colonel van der Bank on a radio network on which I could communicate with him and further monitor his
communications with the Field Commander.

Colonel van der Bank in turn was linked by radio to the Field Commander who at that stage was positioned at the intersection of
Jongilanga Crescent, Yellowwoods Road, and the Main Road in close proximity to the troops who had been deployed. The Field
Commander in turn was linked by radio to the Company Commanders who were in direct control of the troops who had been
deployed.

In an attempt to avoid the undesirable situation referred to in my report where the National Peace Secretariat had on 4 August been
without effective means of communication and liaison, a senior liaison officer of the Ciskei Defence Force was positioned at the Ciskei
Police position along the main road behind the razor wire fence and linked by radio to my position to ensure that an effective means of
communication would be established between the marchers, negotiators and the government. All of the aforesaid radio links are
apparent from the radio network diagram, a copy of which has been handed in to be attached to my statement to the Military Board of
Inquiry.

The decision by the magistrate to permit the march subject to conditions was the subject of debate by members of the Council of State
on Monday morning 7 September. Shortly before 11h00 I was informed by the Minister of Defence that the Council of State had
agreed to accept the magistrate's decision and that the marchers would be allowed to enter the Bisho stadium and remain there until
16h30. I immediately conveyed this information to the Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff Operations and instructed them to effect
a redeployment of the troops in accordance with this development.

Broadly stated, the troops in the stadium were withdrawn and redeployed inside the perimeter security fence at Fort Hare to bolster
troops deployed there. At about 11h45 Colonel Schobesberger reported all troops in position. There was general relief at the decision
to allow the rally to proceed in the stadium. The ANC had stuck to a similar negotiated agreement during the march of 4 August and
there was no reason to believe that they would not do so again. From approximately 13h00 onwards the front end of the march
reached the RSA/Ciskei border and I was able to monitor radio communications indicating that talks were being conducted with the
leadership and that marchers had swung away from the razor wire which had been erected across the main road and had begun to



move into the stadium.

Shortly after the above report, the Field Commander reported to Colonel van der Bank that there was movement on his front and on
his right flank. In other words on the northern side of the stadium. I monitored these transmissions. At this stage I was approached by
the Minister of Finance, Admiral Bekker who entered my office and drew me by the arm into an adjoining conference room from which
there was a view over the stadium. The Minister pointed out to me that a part of the crowd which had moved into the stadium precincts
had not moved onto the covered grandstands but towards the northeastern embankments around the stadium. He expressed concern
that these persons could surge out of the stadium towards the central business district of Bisho. I was, under these circumstances,
absent from my office for a period of 90 seconds to two minutes.

Upon my return to my office I heard the Field Commander reporting to Colonel van der Bank with great concern that his position was
under attack or under fire, I cannot recall his exact words. He further reported that his position was being approached at speed. He
sought advice from Colonel van der Bank and asked whether he should open fire. Colonel van der Bank instructed him to hold fire and
inquired from me whether I had monitored this transmission which I confirmed. Colonel van der Bank then inquired whether the Field
Commander could open fire. I instructed him to confirm that the Field Commander was being fired upon.

Upon confirmation by Colonel van der Bank that the crowd was firing at the Field Commander's troops and was storming their position,
I confirmed that the troops were authorized to fire, meaning those troops who were in immediate danger. This was conveyed to the
Field Commander by Colonel van der Bank. It was subsequently reported to me that the charge on the position of the troops had
taken place through a gap in the perimeter fencing of the stadium. This gap had been created during the march of 4 August when the
marchers themselves had destroyed a section of the fencing in order to gain access to the stadium.

Up to this stage I had not actually heard any shots being fired although there was a helicopter flying overhead, the radios were going
and there was a lot of activity in the office. After a brief delay, I heard sporadic shots being fired which subsequently intensified and
continued. When I heard shooting in the vicinity of the palace or rather the administrative buildings surrounding the National Assembly,
I realised that it was not only the troops in the Jongilanga Crescent that were fired, I also realised that this type of fire was not of a
defensive nature, i.e. aimed at neutralising the immediate threat.

I gave an instruction three times on the radio to cease fire, whereafter firing died down to a few sporadic shots. There was a
subsequent intensification of fire again for a brief period whereafter firing terminated. I am unable to say who gave the orders to fire on
the ground or in which terms those orders were communicated. I immediately instructed the preparation of a casualty report and
ordered ambulances to the scene. Casualties were evacuated while I continued to monitor reports of perceived threats and sought the
assistance of the South African forces in channeling the crowd back to King William's Town without further incident. The CDF Military
Law Officer, Major Skrewby was immediately dispatched to the Field Commander to take notes, obtain reports and record the names
of soldiers and commanders involved in the operation. What subsequently transpired is a matter of public record as reported by the
media.

I would now like to make some personal observations which I wish to have recorded. It is a sad and serious indictment of our whole
South African society at the time of these events, that no one was capable of preventing the tragedy from occurring. The negotiators,
the intermediaries, the peacemakers, the political leaders, the clergy, the lawyers, the courts, the diplomats, the international
observers, the media, all failed miserably in their efforts to avert the consequences of ambition, manipulation and intolerance. Despite
the efforts of weeks and days when reason should have prevailed, the outcome of the whole sorry affair was determined by irrational
decisions taken in the heat of passion and excitement and under conditions of confrontation and fear.

We, the military, especially in the light of our experience of the march of 4 August, had taken great care to remove ourselves from the
likely areas of immediate contact and possible confrontation with the marchers. I am absolutely convinced that had the charge through
the stadium around the flank of the Ciskei police not occurred, not a single shot would have been fired by members of the Ciskei
Defence Force. My conviction is based upon and supported by the behaviour of the troops under conditions of extreme provocation
and duress during the march of 4 August. There have been totally misguided suggestions that the incident was somehow planned by
Ciskei Security Forces, that the marchers were ambushed or intentionally lead into some trap. I reject these allegations in the
strongest possible terms.

This Commission undoubtedly wishes to hear my response to questions which I have been asked many times in the recent past. How
do you personally feel about the tragedy? Are you sorry that it happened? What can we do to prevent such a terrible thing from
happening to us again? My response has always been, and I repeat it here today, I am not proud that troops under my command were
involved in a calamity of this nature. The fact that I had been in command of the force for less than 14 months at the time of the Bisho
incident, that the CDF had a history of inadequate training, in discipline and poor leadership, and had just emerged from an internal
crisis involving coups and attempted coups, in no way diminishes the sense of extreme professional disappointment which I
experienced at the time and which I still feel today.

I cannot adequately explain the anger and frustration of seeing how warnings and recommendations apparently being ignored or
disregarded by politicians, negotiators and others who could have influenced the situation and of witnessing the realisation of our



worst predictions. Were I to have the power to rewrite history, this would certainly be a chapter of our history and of my own military
career which I would expunge from the record. I was personally deeply saddened by the tragedy, even more so when it became
apparent that the son of my internal auditor and friend, Mr Mangona, had been killed in the incident. It is only by God's grace that no
more than 30 people were killed. The circumstances were such that hundreds more could have perished. I feel deeply and sincerely
for all those who have been touched by this tragedy and as a fellow citizen deplore the circumstances which lead to the untimely and
unnecessary loss of or injury to your loved ones. As a loyal and committed South African, I deeply regret that so many people had to
die, not only at Bisho, but all over our country, to prove that we as a nation were in the process of destroying ourselves. It is to the
honour of all those who died that we have finally come to our senses and have managed to stem the tide. We now need to ensure that
we do not repeat the painful mistakes of our past.

How to avoid a recurrence of this tragedy? My position and that of the military generally has always been and remains so today, that
soldiers should only be deployed in the most exceptional circumstances. Soldiers are neither trained nor orientated, nor equipped for
deployment against civilians. They are trained and prepared to employ maximum force against external military aggression. The South
African Police Service must therefore be given the resources to develop the capacity to deal with public violence and internal disorder.
Employment of the military for these purposes must be avoided at all costs.

My brother officers and I who testify today are laymen and not lawyers. We do not have legal representation although we are
presumably entitled to it. I, and I believe the same of my brother officers, did my duty towards our country and the government of the
day in all good faith. This said, I would like the Commission to note my regret that I, and in particular my brother officers, have not
been assisted by the State in the provision of legal representation. This support has been available to members of the forces in the
past. Why the change? Have we already been weighed somewhere outside these proceedings and found to be wanting? What signal
regarding future reconciliation could be intended?

It is my fervent hope that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission achieves its objectives of promoting national unity and
reconciliation in a spirit of understanding which transcends the conflicts and divisions of the past. I trust that this submission will
contribute in some way to the achievement of that objective. Thank you for the opportunity of presenting it to you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much general. Excuse me general and your colleagues, you would be available if we resumed at 2 o'clock for a short
period when, I mean, our colleagues might want, my colleagues might want to address questions for clarification etc.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

As you wish Your Grace. As you wish, we are at your disposal.

CHAIRPERSON:

We, I think we should take our lunch break. We might try and maybe come earlier, a little earlier, say quarter to two instead of two
o'clock. Let's please stand and you know our - order please. Nobody should go out there until the witnesses have left the hall. You
know that this is our practice, so please, and will you kindly leave the headsets on the chairs. Please do not take them out. They are
going to assault you. Order. Thank you. ... end of Tape 4, side B ...
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CHAIRPERSON:

Could we rise. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Your Grace I wish to report to you that at lunchtime I was phoned by General van der Bank who says that he was
listening through the radio and heard that his name was mentioned amongst those people who were supposed to testify. He says that
he did not receive the invitation because the invitation was sent to the SANDF offices and we didn't realise that he had retired from the
SANDF. He wants it to be placed on record that he supports the process of the Truth Commission, that he is fully behind what we are
doing to establish the truth, that he is available to come before us as soon as we have given him notice, that he was listening to the
submission by General Oelschig and he fully agrees with all that General Oelschig has said.



CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much, that's a great help. What we will now do is we will ask the three officers of the CDF just to make very short
inputs and then [and you listen] I will limit my colleagues here to three questions each because we then, I want us to go on up to half
past two when we will then take, we will ask the former Attorney General to make his submission and then we want to complete the
testimony of the last eight witnesses that we have for today. My hope is that we would be able to finish at perhaps 4 o'clock or so. So
thank you very much. May I, I have not done this, I think we want to say we welcome you, all three of you, all four of you, we welcome
you and we appreciate the fact that you have come forward to assist the Commission. Thank you very much.
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COL SCHOBESBERGER

 

COL SHOBESBERGER:

I'm Colonel Schobersberger, I'm the former chief of staff operations Ciskei Defence Force and, Honourable Chairman, I appreciate
very much that I'm given the opportunity together with my colleagues to answer question and also to bring forward points to clarify
certain issues, detail issues in respect of the Bisho massacre.

But before I do so, I want to express the disappointment of the members of the Ciskei Defence Force that their Head of State at the
time, Brigadier Gqozo is not present, that he is taking cover, that with the soldiers who on the 7th September put our heads on the
block for him, are again putting our heads on the block for him and he is running away from it. We must make it very clear we expect
and we ask the Commission to ensure that he appears in front of this Commission because he must stand, he must say - I am
responsible. This is a point I would like to make very clear and I appeal to the Commission to ensure that he appears in front of this
Commission because we, the soldiers had to safeguard him and when it is time for him now to stand in, in front of us he is taking
cover which we cannot accept.

During Monday, accusation or statements were made by political leaders in respect of that we, the Ciskei Defence Force lured the
marchers into a trap. This old theory of ambush, setting up an ambush I would like to clarify with your permission and I want to answer



it in this way and to clarify it in the following ways. First, our original deployment before 11 o'clock in the morning of the 7th was that
we had one company of soldiers which are about 120 soldiers positioned in the stadium.

Their task was to prevent the marchers occupying the stadium because at this stage we did not know that permission was given to go
to the stadium. So the fence around the stadium had no meaning for our own soldiers because they occupied the stadium.

Only at 11 o'clock we were instructed to remove from the stadium, to change our position because permission was given to the
marchers to go to the stadium. So the fence at this stage had no meaning to us. Then when we moved again this company from the
stadium to Fort Hare, the issue of the fence did not come up. Why?

Our task was not to confine the marchers in the stadium. Our task was to prevent the marchers marching and occupying Bisho. If the
marcher would have milled around the embankment of the stadium, including outside of the fence, it would have not made any
difference to us. Only the effect it had when the marchers charged against our position at Jongilanga Crescent, then we acted, leading
to this terrible event. But if the marchers would have moved around the stadium, outside, inside it would have means nothing to us
which brings me to the second point and that is:

We were asked why did we not use crowd control measure as standard practice. If the marchers would have moved as a crowd,
singing, toyi-toying, chanting, towards our lines, we would have been able to stick to proper crowd control measure but that was not
the case. When our soldiers, my soldiers, saw that the crowd was charging towards them there was panic, there was fear to be
overrun and killed. That was the effect this charge against our lines had.

Furthermore if the Commission, I'm quite sure you received a detailed briefing on the deployment and events, remember that the
moment the marchers charged from the stadium towards our lines, still one group of soldiers, namely one platoon from Bravo
company [which are about 30 soldiers] were running from their original positions which was to Combana House brought up by trucks
to their position at Jongilanga Crescent.

So for me I must of course believe a man's word if he says he could not see our soldiers in their position at Jongilanga Crescent but
half of the soldiers deployed there were still running to their positions. So the leader of this group must have seen it. Furthermore, the
accusation of - we took cover, we were hiding and waiting for the marchers to run and shoot. The first line of defence as laid down in
all the groups between police and the Ciskei Defence Force was that the police will be the first line of defence.

The second line of defence will be again the police and when everything has failed because we received information that MK will be
with the march, MK will stage an armed attack. Then only if police cannot handle this with their non-lethal means like teargas, rubber
bullets etc. then the soldiers as a last resort will have to resort to live ammunition. So the soldiers being positioned there at Jongilanga
Crescent, they did not stand like the ones at Fort Hare, in riot position because they did not expect this charge coming to them.

Some of them were standing, some of them were sitting, some of them were lying, not for any purpose because when we also
rehearsed on the previous Sunday, or was it the day before, our message the soldiers wanted to put across to two role players [the
one was the Alliance and the second one was the South African Defence Force based at King William's Town] that the soldiers will
obey the orders of their political leaders and when it comes to the tragic event it came, they will have to open fire. So they were at no
stage, at no stage at doubt on this.

I could accuse now to say Intelligence, MK and ANC failed to pick up this, I could say so but I don't want to use excuses. The fact was
we rehearsed and we used blank ammunition during rehearsal to get the message across to say please do not do something which
could lead to this tragic event. But I, as I have explained, must really strongly, strongly reject from deep from my heart that this issue
was a set-up ambush because that means that we, not only the soldiers sitting here, all soldiers, were from your community who are
related to you, who are part of this region are just happy killers who waited for the kill to destroy, and that is wrong. That is wrong.

We were forced in a position by our political leaders to stop the marchers. As soldiers we knew what it means. We prepared a
document as stated by the General, warning the politician, we gave three scenarios in this document and one of them was what we
call the worse case scenario which we say if we have to open fire, that will be the consequences and we exactly expressed what
actually happened and it was up to the politicians now to make a decision if they can take this risk or not. We soldiers of the former
Ciskei Defence Force had no hidden agenda, we had an order which we followed leading to these tragic events.

So I must say as I explained, never ever did we intend to set up an ambush. I could even go into smaller details. If you look to the
ground and the passage through the tunnel leading towards the soldiers deployed at Jongilanga Crescent, there is a ditch. When they
prepared the embankment from the stadium they took out the soil to put it up to this embankment. Fortunately there was a ditch
because without this ditch more people would have died. We would not have sat at an ambush for two reasons. One because we are
not sick people, we are not mad people, we are not killers.

We followed orders and we regret it deeply but also from a military point of view, if a group of soldiers wanted to kill it doesn't need to
be at Jongilanga Crescent to wait for the marchers to come. So there was never any intention to create the situation. In August when
this march was diffused, we soldiers were very happy about this and we hoped it will happen also on the 7th September. So from my



point of view the Commission will probably ask me questions but let me use the opportunity as I did already in September 94 over
radio Ciskei.

From my point of view and for the soldiers of the Ciskei Defence Force I can speak. I say we are sorry. I say the burden of the Bisho
massacre will be on our shoulders for the rest of our lives. We cannot wish it away, it happened but please I ask specific the victims
not to forget, I cannot ask this, but to forgive us, to get the soldiers back into the community, to accept them fully, to try to understand
also under the pressure they were then. This is all I can do. I'm sorry, this I can say and I'm sorry and I speak I think on behalf of the
Ciskei Defence Force soldiers who are now deployed all over South Africa, who are not only any more here in this area. Who are
already putting down separatist movement in KwaZulu Natal, who are patrolling other areas to establish crime free zones etc. Who are
fully integrated now into the new South African National Defence Force.

That is my plea to you, through the Commission, sorry that I always spoke to things but it is through the Commission and as I say, I
request the Commission I think on behalf of the soldier of the Ciskei Defence Force that Brigadier Gqozo will stand here and answer
for what he has ordered on the 7th September. I am, I can answer any question. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please. Those of you who are not here to listen, you are not forced to be here. If you want to talk you can go outside, I'm not
going to stop you but when you are here inside, because as you can hear these are very sensitive and deep issues that we are
hearing about. Thank you very much, we will probably be coming in terms of the questions to you. I don't know whether either of you,
no, the other two gentlemen. Order please.
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COL MKOSANA:

Mr Chairman, I am Colonel Mkosana former Officer Commanding in the Ciskeian Battalion. I am now in Pretoria Headquarters. As the
General said that we are here to tell the truth, only the truth. From the 2nd to the 4th we were given orders, warning orders that we
should prepare for a march that was going to take place on the 7th September 1992.

We prepared for the march with our colleagues and our commanders. On the 5th September I was in Dimbaza with my family, that
time I was in Dimbaza with my family, the soldiers saying that I'm hiding... The order that was given that I should be shot. On the 5th I
went back home. When I got there, there were priests looking for me and people from the Intelligence offices saying that that will not
happen because threatened to be killed [indistinct] ...

On Sunday we organised a church service in Bisho. The intentions for this church service was to actually intercede for them because
the soldiers were irresponsible. When it got to the church service at the Battalion in Bisho, Mr Minister was there. When I was in the
office, sorry, on the Friday when I came back I was supposed to go to the Parliament. The Commissioner of Police came, Major
General Victory and other members of Parliament. They said I must stand on Brigadier Gqozo's red carpet. Two witnesses were
brought in, two ladies from, and a gentleman. Brigadier Gqozo then said this is the person who has got Chris Hani in hiding. These
people then said it's the first time that we see him. They then said his car is the very same that Chris Hani was riding in.

After that another gentleman was asked and he said no he doesn't, he never saw me. I was then freed and then went home. The next
day I was phoned and reminded of the church service. I said I'm not going any more because I've already been accused that I've got
Chris Hani in hiding. My wife then said I must go because it will appear as if I [indistinct]

When I got to the battalion we got to the church, Major Mgwena said there are two companies, A company and C company that don't
want to go into the church. I asked what the reason was. They said I've organised that Umkhonto we Sizwe shoot all of them in the
hall. I said these are serious allegations. I went to the Deputy van der Bank. He said no this has been cleared by Brigadier Gqozo, I
did not do this.

From there I went to Colonel Peter our minister. I told him what was happening. He answered saying why are you always being



suspected, because your friends that wanted to make a coup are not there any more, Colonel Zanzi who were my friends.

Unfortunately I wasn't there, I was in Oudtshoorn. I then entered the church hall, the minister, Mr Minister talked to me. I told them that
I was grateful that I was at the church service and I think that everything is going to go well. After the church service I went to
Reverend Dow and the minister gave a report that the march will go well the following day. I then explained that my name has been
cleared by Brigadier Gqozo.

After the ministers had left and the high officials, I was left behind with the troops. All the Ciskeian soldiers were involved, the ones
from the headquarters in Sobomvu, the ones from the battalion, everybody was there.

I gave orders at three that there will be rehearsals. We would be practising because we want to tell people that nobody should go
there because there was going to be an attack that the MK was going to make against us and nobody was going to live, especially the
soldiers. Our soldiers were already confused as it is. They did not even trust us officers. They only trusted Brigadier Gqozo.

We were supposed to be just people wanting money who had disobeyed Brigadier Gqozo. This was so indeed. On the Monday. We
rehearsed on Sunday and went back to the base.

On the Monday at 6 o'clock we deployed our troops, there was a company inside the stadium and the other at Yellowwoods Farm. I
was ask, I wanted to find out and ascertain then whether they were letting the march happen. At 9 o'clock we said that the cars were
not allowed to go in, especially with marchers. On the Monday I was riding in a commands vehicle because I was the Field
Commander on the ground.

Major Mbina had his car. We were at the Amatola View riding on the gravel road towards town, we heard that the march could
happen. There were people deployed from the Parliament coming towards Bisho. From there, we had heard that the march was
allowed. There were three teams with police in front with rubber bullets and teargas.

The second group of police had rifles. I was with the third group. My aim was that if the police, if the marchers were too much for the
police and the police retreated, would we therefore cover and then the army would come in. We were told not to use rubber bullets but
only live ammunition. From there when the march was allowed, people started entering the stadium. I told Mr Mbina that people were
entering peacefully into the stadium. They entered the stadium, there were already people in the grandstand but when I rose my head
there was no one.

I then reported to the general that we do not see anyone. I thought that they were sitting down. I saw Major Mbina at that point, said
there is a crowd coming forcefully towards us. Major Kushu then reported that his troop has been shot at. I then reported to the colonel
that our troop was being attacked. I asked what should we do because the people were coming. He said in Afrikaans, he asked if one
of our soldiers had been shot at. I said yes. We tried to get an ambulance to take the soldier that was shot at to our medics.

I asked repeatedly the general as to what to do. He said in Afrikaans that if you are being shot at, shoot back. From there the crowd
was not coming towards me but towards Major Mbina. I told Major Mbina that we've been given the go-ahead, open fire but at
minimum force. Major Mbina then relayed the message to Captain Dantiso that one single round, single shots, that happened, then
the crowd turned back. Then we heard people who were not given an, had not given an order, shooting. We asked them why were
they shooting because they were not being shot at.

The other people from the Telecommunications Building were also shooting without my order that I was relating from the major. As we
were in the car that I was riding in there was a Rothman Gonye that was with me. I heard from Major Zulu, he was saying why are you
shooting with a rocket launcher. This rocket launcher was in the car - grenade launcher, sorry. I asked why is this happening. My
perception as I saw the grand slaughter hitting, I thought these were members of the MK because it was said that they were going to
attack. I was very confused at that point because there were bullets this side and fire that side.

According to the people here, they said there were shots from the helicopter but I cannot confirm that. I asked that they should cease
fire. They then said that their troop was being shot at by the masses. I want to say clearly because I do not want to lie, it was me who
was there.

I gave Major Mbina an order that make a single fire as the people were coming towards you. I never gave an order to the whole
defence force. Even Major Mbina was there but I want to make it clear Mr Chairman, that our soldiers at that stage had no control.
They were just using their own discretion because they thought they were communicating with Brigadier Gqozo. They kept on
threatening people, especially us saying that we were sort of liaising with the MK members, saying that we're disobeying Brigadier
Gqozo.

I don't know whether I have made it clear but ... end of Tape 5, side A ... incident, it was very difficult. I ask for forgiveness to those
people whose families were shot at the march. I again apologise on behalf of the Ciskeian Defence Force. There were orders that
were given and the way the crowds and the masses were coming towards us, we were going to be overrun and they were going to
take, it looked like they were going to take our ammunition and shoot at us. The environment was not conducive at all at the time, it



was not conducive.

Mr Chairman, as far as the soldiers that were involved, we ask for forgiveness from the Commission and the people that were injured
there and South Africa on the whole, we ask for forgiveness, not only to the victims but to South Africa as a whole. We know that this
was painful, even to us it was painful. We ask for forgiveness as the former Ciskeian Defence Force. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please. Order please.
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MAJOR MBINA:

Thank you very much Mr Chairman, I am Major Mbina. I was a soldier in the Ciskeian Defence Force when this happened. First of all I
want to make one thing clear. I was not a colonel, I was only a captain. I was working under Colonel Mkosana. I am not going to
repeat all that he said but there are just things I want to make clear. I was also in Jongilanga Crescent with Colonel Mkosana but I was
in another car, as there were two cars. I was on his right.

I want to make it clear especially where orders are concerned that the order that I was given was that I should tell, order the people in
front of me at Jongilanga Crescent, the people that we were worried about. The other people that were not at the Jongilanga Crescent
were not given orders. I never gave orders to the rest of the troops. Therefore I do not know who gave orders at large. My order was
specific and clear and as Colonel Mkosana said, he said minimum force. What I specified was who exactly should shoot. The
automatic guns and the rifles should not be used, only single shots.

I know because some people have no respect. Some people shot, probably shot without having been given orders, knowing that at the
end it's the boss that will answer. That is what I want to make clear. I also ask for forgiveness. I empathise with families that lost their
members. I ask forgiveness on behalf of the Ciskeian Defence Force especially those that were involved. We ask forgiveness. We will
be very glad if the Commission would forgive us. To the community we ask for forgiveness.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.
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CHAIRPERSON: Can we just keep a moment's silence please because we are dealing with things that are very, very deep. It isn't
easy as we all know, to ask for forgiveness and it's also not easy to forgive but we are people who know that, that when someone
cannot be forgiven there is no future. If a husband and wife quarrel and they don't one of them say I am sorry and the other says I
forgive, the relationship is in jeopardy. We have been given an example by our president and by many other people.

Many of you, all of you who have suffered have said, those who have come up here have said, who came to tell what happened, to
ask for forgiveness and to forgive. But it is not easy and we don't, we mustn't pretend it is easy but this is what we are about, if our



country is going to survive.

REV XUNDU:

Just for the purpose of the Commission understanding very well the submission made by Major General Marius Oelschig, I am aware
that the majority of people who went to the Noordeberg Tiles, went there and said they were doing things under orders but the
impression that one gets from your submission is that you were emotionally and morally feeling committed to the issue of thwarting a
group of people who had no vote and in an attempt by the Ciskeian Regime to keep itself as an island when South Africa all over was
beginning to accept the presence of the change which was being made through demonstrations of this kind and marches of this kind,
to Pretoria, to Cape Town, Parliament and everywhere, and you thought that with your whole mind, that you could stop this and you
indeed did that.

I want to ask the question then. Are you convinced now as you were convinced then that you were correct in giving an order to
unarmed people and the proof of that is that nobody died from the Defence Force, that in your enthusiasm to make sure that you
perpetuate the existence of the Gqozo Regime you went that way.
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MAJ OELSCHIG:

Mr Chairman, I regret if such an impression has been created in my submission, that was not in fact how I felt. I reject completely and
absolutely any suggestion that I supported the maintenance of any of the previous political orders that existed in this country. I was
and I am today, a professional soldier. My allegiance is to the Constitution of this country, not to political parties. When I am given an
order I accept that order as a soldier. I always have and I always will. I was sent to the Ciskei, not in order to maintain any given
political situation. The instructions which I received, having been withdrawn from the Joint Staff Course as a student, the most senior
course that one can do in your military career and I accepted that withdrawal without complaint.

I was sent to the Ciskei to try and bring order to a force that was in the process of disintegrating. There had been coups, there had
been attempted coups. Almost the entire military leadership of the Ciskei Defence Force had been dismissed before my arrival. I was
sent to the Ciskei to prepare that force for integration eventually into what is today the South African National Defence Force. I spent
my days and nights involved in trying to get good management, good leadership, good training, back to the Ciskei Defence Force. I
did not for a single moment involve myself in politics, I rejected it entirely and I dedicated myself to the military application of my job.
Everybody believed that because I was sent to the Ciskei, I must somehow have been involved politically. Mr Chairman, I reject that. I
was never ever politically involved in Ciskei or any other politics.

REV XUNDU:

My last question is then - is there a place, is there a space for dictates of conscience within, was your conscience at ease therefore, in
practising that system to the extent to which you did?



MAJ OELSCHIG:

I do not believe, and I speak now in all honesty, that I personally did anything to buttress the Gqozo Regime. In fact many of the
issues where he and I could get no agreement, were exactly because I opposed certain of the requirements that he had of me. I
opposed them and I refused to perform them and it was exactly for that reason that I asked for de-secondment, I could not work under
those circumstances as a soldier.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Denzil Potgieter?

ADV POTGIETER:

Thank you Chairperson. General Oelschig, it is quite clear from your evidence that you gave that order to shoot. It was your order that
was passed down via the colonel and via the other colleague of yours sitting there but ultimately it is your order which was really
given. If I understand your evidence correctly, it was given on a second or even third hand report, allegation that they were shooting at
the soldiers.

Now up to now in these proceedings, there has not been a twiddle of evidence substantiating that, that there was any shooting at the
soldiers. In fact the ballistics evidence that we heard earlier this morning confirmed that, that there was no shooting. Do you accept
now, because it's no use and that point has been made many times to apportion blame to people on the ground that pull the triggers.
One must look higher up in the hierarchy, the line of command.

Do you now accept at this stage that that order was wrong? There was no reason to open fire, there was no shooting at the soldiers.
The only soldier that was shot, was shot by his own colleagues.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

I do not wish to make that judgement, Mr Chairman but what I can tell you is that I was asked for my advice and I confirmed that the
circumstances being conveyed to me were such. I did not pick up the radio and say shoot at will. That is why you have a chain of
command. People from the ground report the situation to you as you have heard from the commanders on the ground and they said
what must we do? I confirmed, Mr Chairman, are you under attack, are you being fired at, and when the response was positive then I
said but then you may fire because in our operational circumstances, if people fire at you, you fire back.

We are soldiers, if people fire at you, you fire back and if it is reported to me that we are being fired at what do we do, obviously my
advice was then you may fire back but again I repeat, not the entire force, not every single man with a firearm. That is absolutely
against the concept of minimum force.

ADV POTGIETER:

Chairperson, my last, just follow up on that. Do you accept because you're not answering the question in it's entirety. Do you accept
now, I'm not asking you about the situation when you were sitting in your office on that day, I'm asking you now because we need to
make a finding on the facts. Do you accept now that there was no basis for that allegation? There was no shooting. So in other words
there was no need to use these lethal weapons against those people, that is the question.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Mr Chairman, I do not wish to use hindsight to make a judgement. It is your body, it will probably be the courts of justice, it will
probably be elsewhere that that judgement is made but I pronounced myself clearly in my submission. I believe absolutely, I am
absolutely convinced that if there had not been a charge on the soldiers, not a single shot would have been fired. That is what I
believe.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. Bongani Finca?

REV FINCA:

Chairperson, I have received very good co-operation from General Oelschig in responding promptly to my invitation to this hearing and
for that I am grateful. I found his attitude throughout our discussions up to this hearing, very useful. I confirm what he says in his
submission but I must say that I found the submission of the general to be the most disturbing of all the four submissions. There
seems to be absolutely no spirit of remorse shown anywhere in the submission and I regret that very profoundly.



Chairperson, I am linking up exactly with the response that has been given by the general to questions raised by my colleague Denzil
Potgieter and I refer him to page 33 of his submission where he says I'm absolutely convinced that had the charge through the
stadium around the right flank of the Ciskei police not occurred, not a single shot would have been fired by members of the CDF. I
would like the general to please reconcile that with the submission on his, on the appendix B page 88 where the general is saying in
that submission that on the 4th September, instruction to take action was given...

MAJ OELSCHIG:

That is the 4th August Reverend Finca.

REV FINCA:

4th August sorry, that instruction to take action was given. Before that instruction, I assume that it was given by yourself sir, but it was
given, but before that instruction was executed, Brigadier Gqozo actually intervened to reverse it. So on the 4th August there could
have been shooting and am I to understand that there was on the 4th August a charge through the stadium around the right-hand
flank of the Ciskei Police? I happen to think that there was none, but an order was given to shoot.

Now how do you reconcile that with the statement on page 33 where you say that the motive for the shooting was that charge. Full
story.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Mr Chairperson, the report that I submitted was for the march of the 4th August, the previous month. The instruction that was given
was given to the police to take action to get the people away. I gave no instructions. I did not issue a single instruction. The police
were then apparently told, get the people away. But before the instruction could be carried out Brigadier Gqozo himself reversed that
and said, wait I have spoken to Minister Botha and we will allow the people in.

The soldiers, Chairperson, were almost in a hand to hand situation with the crowd. They were face to face touching each other. They
were provoked, they were cursed, they were insulted and the soldiers did nothing.

I am giving you now the benefit of our debriefing which we held after the march of 4th August. The soldiers did nothing. They
themselves, through their commanders, requested if something like this happens to us again, please remove us as far as you can
from the crowds. We cannot stand being in a situation like that, which is why we made the deployments we did on the 7th September,
why we made an effort to remove them from the possible areas of direct contact and confrontation.

REV FINCA:

Chairperson, I would not follow up that, I would have loved if you were giving us three questions, to follow up and say that was the
general there or was that reported to him?

CHAIRPERSON:

No I am not letting you.

REV FINCA:

Thank you. I am asking the second question sir on number 15 of the general submission where the general declares that he is a
soldier of 35 years of professional service, that he has discharged his duties and responsibilities with zeal and intelligence, that he has
set an example for all those who were placed under his control. Chairperson, I want to find out, with that very illustrious record, while
the general is indeed able to say to us what kind of weapons were issued to the soldiers on that day and whether those weapons were
in line with the ensuring of minimal force was used. Whether the general ensured that warning shots were fired. Whether you made
sure that the soldiers were deployed for the purpose of crowd control, were thoroughly trained and suited for that particular task and
why the fact that they all, in the evidence of your colleague, fired without instructions whereas indeed emulating an example which you
had set up for them, which you referred to on page 11 number 15, where you say that you have set an example to all those who are
placed under your control.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Chairman, the troops of the Ciskei Defence Force were not deployed in a crowd control situation, not at all. That was the task and the
responsibility of the Ciskei police. Our role, as has been indicated by the operational commanders on the ground, was to lend support
to the Ciskei police should a situation develop which they themselves could not deal with. They, the Ciskei police, would have applied
all the levels of minimum force and they were equipped to do so. The Ciskei Defence Force is not or was not equipped for crowd
control.



REV FINCA:

Did they?

MAJ OELSCHIG:

I believe, yes the Ciskei police had a riot unit which was deployed for the purpose and they were responsible for this task.

REV FINCA:

Not all my questions have been answered sir.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

REV FINCA:

Not all my questions have been answered. Not all my questions have been answered.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Yes, regarding the weaponry, the soldiers were equipped with their normal weapons and equipment which they would use as soldiers.

REV FINCA:

Excuse me Chairperson, not all my questions have been answered.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Would you just repeat the one that has not been answered though.

REV FINCA:

Whether the weapons that were issued were in keeping with the work that they were doing. I'm referring to hand grenades, I mean, to
the grenade launchers that were found, that have been reported here.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Mr Chairman, those weapons that the soldiers have, are their standard equipment. It is not to be used in crowd control, absolutely not,
but that was not the purpose of the Ciskei Defence Force to be used in crowd control.

CHAIRPERSON:

Dumisa Ntsebeza?

MR NTSEBEZA:

Thank you Chairperson. General, I must confess that I cannot deal with your evidence by way of three questions and by the ruling of
the Chairperson for very good reasons has been that we should restrict our questioning.

I accept that. Maybe in consultation with him and maybe after we have communicated our views to you, you might consider being
available as and when Brigadier Gqozo comes to testify because it might be useful for us to be able to ask a fairly number of
questions when the time will be much more conducive for that sort of exercise.

If the Chairperson will grant that and if you were to be available, I would like to use the time allocated to me to make observations
which my colleagues have already made so that you can reflect on these and use those reflections as a basis for most probably giving
your replies if and when that time will come. I must repeat my concern at what I considered to be a discordant note in your
presentation.

On page 11 of your submissions, just on the question of your promotion. While I'll accept that you have been promoted and I think for
good reasons, maybe because you are very highly qualified, I do not accept that necessarily it is an indication of your broad
acceptance by the South African community.

Now I say so not because I am myself but because wherever we go as this Commission, we get views from the community and as you



know the Chairperson at the end of the day should present a report to the President and that report should reflect what we have been
able to pick up in hearings of this nature.

I can tell you that in a hearing, particularly in Umtata in this very region, even members of the Provincial Legislature who testified
expressed a great deal of discomfort that people who were associated with repressive regimes, who were testified about as having
taken part in human rights violations and whether you like it or not, your participation to the extent that you have testified about in the
Bisho massacre, is one such event.

Now people have expressed a grave view that people who are associated with those events have not only, and on both sides you
heard about how people were talking about Mc Bride and all that, not only have those people succeeded into a democracy and
occupied high office, but in your case are also people who are in charge of the transformation process.

This Commission has been met with testimonies from people who say there must be something wrong, and it is with us now. We have
got to deal with it, and if I look at the way in which you express yourself in saying you have no doubt whatsoever that the present
government or Minister of Defence would never have promoted you if Holomisa's allegations were something to be talked of. It may
well be that at that level, that's what they think. I'm not sure having heard the people at the ground level, that that is also what they
would say. I'm not saying that to criticise, I'm just saying that is the sort of thing that we meet as we go around the country. ... End of
Tape 5 Side B... taking submissions and it might cause you to reflect because there is a sense in which all of us must be very careful
that we should never appear to take our people's preparedness to forgive for granted and I think the tone of your submission is
reflecting that sort of disposition.

That you were right, you were a soldier, you did what you had to do and you cannot understand why people cannot forgive you. You
are in fact hardly asking in so many words that you should be forgiven.

In fact I can hardly find from your submission that there is a ring of admission that you may have been at fault. Even when my
colleague was putting it, you seemed to be saying the fault lays squarely and squarely and only with the other side. That's the first
observation that I want to make and I would like you to reflect on this because I am not accusing you, I'm simply saying the people of
South Africa do not want to be taken for granted and we have already evidence from views that were expressed at Commissions that
maybe people, for good or for bad reasons, who were associated with human rights violations of these scales, should never occupy
high office. That is not what I am deciding about you. I'm simply saying something that people are saying.

Secondly, and this is again born, bearing in my view what I say is my discomfiture with the manner in which you present your
evidence. You will see even from the tenor of the questions that we seem to be drawing a difference between your testimony and you
are a soldier. No worse or better soldier than the other three soldiers who are sitting next to you but we seem to be saying, we seem to
be getting an impression that the testimony before lunch had a disturbing note which the testimonies after lunch did not have and it
may possibly be again something for you to reflect.

In your testimony you did not seem, as I indicated, to have been willing to accept that you gave an order. In fact if you read your
testimony it gets lost as to whether you gave the order. You say you don't know where the order came from and all that sort of thing.
Those other gentlemen to your left have stated it as they felt it and they have been unequivocal, they have not sought to prevaricate. I
don't want to get the feeling that you were prevaricating.

Thirdly and lastly, you are in charge of a transformation process of our army and for my part let me say, before I joined the
Commission, I represented MK soldiers who were being court martialled for having awolled so it was an event that was of public
moment. Maybe you really want to find out even within the structures of the SANDF whether the transformation is seen as an
integration or as an absorption.

There are views which came out in the court martial that man van staal is on record, that part of the problem is that there are
hardened members of the previous forces who do not seem to comprehend the human rights culture that lies at the roots of this
transform democracy, and I'm just disturbed about your remarks on paragraph 37.

If it is still your attitude as a transformer of our South African National Defence Force and maybe I speak as a person who is not a
military person, maybe I speak as a person who is just a lawyer, who is neither a politician nor a military man but where you can say
on that day you had given an order that if these people come into Bisho they must be stopped at all costs, at all costs. I'm afraid if that
is the mind set of yourself as a transformer of the new order, maybe you want to reflect again whether in the circumstances of today,
that is the sort of thing that you are going to infuse in our Defence Force, given that the road is to reconciliation.

Those are my comments. Maybe you want to reflect and respond to some of them but direct questions on the events, there are many
and I don't want to pretend that I have exhausted them.

CHAIRPERSON:

Please, please, you are not supposed to applaud. If you want to make a response I am mindful of... [I'll get you]



MR POTGIETER:

I see the advocate is enjoying himself Your Grace.

CHAIRPERSON:

No he is, I was scolding him for taking the time and I was just telling him that I shall see him afterwards.

MAJ OELSCHIG:

Your Grace, I repeat that I have been a soldier, a professional soldier of 35 years standing. I do not know how else to express myself
than in purely professional terms. I have seen combat, I have seen fighting and I have lost friends, I have lost family and I have lost
people under my command. It is not given to the commander to publicly show, not even to his soldiers, the grief that he feels.

A commander grieves on his own and he grieves quietly. You learn through the years to accept it as such. I apologise if the
Commission expected me really to open my heart and to put it out for public display. That, that is my grief, that is my concern that I live
with as I have during my professional career and as I will until the end of my days. I am a committed, loyal South African. I feel very,
very deeply about everything that has happened in our country and I have made my contribution where I could. I have done my very
best as an officer and as a South African, to promote what is happening in this country today. I have honestly, really, professionally
done so.

I accept the feelings of the previous speaker. I am however, concerned that if it was an attempt to publicly humiliate me and to speak
down to me and to slap me down like some precocious young dog, I don't appreciate that. If that was not the intention, I accept the
words that have been directed at me. I would like to conclude, Your Grace, by insisting that I be allowed to grieve the way I grieve and
if in my professional language of expressing my regret that loved ones have been lost and injured, if that is not sufficient, I apologise
for that, but that is how I feel. I am a soldier and I have been taught to hide my tears and I have been taught to grieve on my own.

CHAIRPERSON:

Order please. Thank you very much. Let me first of all again express the appreciation of the Commission to you officers for your
willingness to come forward. Second, to say that on behalf of my colleagues here, I know, I mean I hardly ever myself ask questions
because the team is such a splendid team and there is no malice, it's quite important that you realise this because we are dealing with
a very delicate business and it is, I don't want to pretend or make you feel that we are doing a very, very important task but we, in
places like this, well in almost every place where people have, as our people have, suffered as grievously as they have done, to help
people deal with their pain in a way that is not going to be destructive, is something that we here seek to do.

And when Dumisa says what he did, I can assure you that we hardly ever, not with a single person, I mean even the one where we
are unanimous is probably someone who needs to be beefed. I would not permit it for one thing. I will not permit them to take
advantage of their position. I can assure you that everything we seek to do to the best of our ability is saying to, especially these
people, that you have suffered and we have shared a little bit in that suffering. Let that suffering not turn you into seeking revenge in
wanting to hit back.

We say to our people and I have said it many times to all of these people, I usually am the one who speaks at the end when I try to
gather up everything that we have heard, try and gather it up in a way that will make us as we go home, have a sense that, well one,
we have been taken note of. Our pain has been acknowledged but we can move from this valley, we can emerge from this valley onto
the mountain top and all of them here also have to try and articulate in a way that is going to make people handle their anguish
because I have said, I said yesterday, I mean we are an extraordinary people, all of us.

We end up being an extraordinary people that they can, well I mean you can come, you know, and sit and be able to speak and it is
people here, many of them, well these people here will have been injured, they will have lost loved ones and by rights should be
saying they want to strangle whoever was involved, and they are not doing that.

And we want to be helping to nurture this for the sake of this country and saying that pain and anger and anguish, let's change it
around so that we can accept you and in a way Dumisa was saying because we're getting strong recommendations from various
people that you can't let someone who was involved in human rights violations, and it's not just people, as it were, on the right, it's
people on the left, that he is saying, he is making suggestions about how he believes it is possible that despite all of that history, it is
possible for us to be one and that you can contribute your professional skills and expertise.

Let me just say to end this, which is I'm also saying it to our people and I hope all of those who will come who know they were involved
whether willingly or unwillingly, whether professionally or it was not professional. If they could just realise one thing - the people, I
mean, the people actually don't look for excuses. I mean, they don't, they, you see your colleagues there in a most straightforward way
said, I did this. You see once somebody says I did it and I am sorry, what do you do? I mean you can't, certainly for those who are



Christians, which is the bulk of these people, you cannot but say no, ja, I mean I must move along and grasp your hand.

And we are trying to say this especially to people in the white community who think that, I mean, we are looking for revenge. We say
to them, the people who have suffered have an incredible nobility of spirit, sometimes I mean it bowls me over that if someone comes
along and he says, I did this I'm sorry. I mean sometimes you may think but does he really mean it but you know, because we know
it's not easy to say I'm sorry and publicly, that people try to reach out and that is all we are trying to do for our country and I would
hope, I mean that you would receive it in that spirit.

We hope, I mean that you will allow us the opportunity of being able to study in more detail your submission so that we are able to
recall you and it is important, let me stress this, this is not a trial. We are not looking so that we prosecute you, no. We are trying to
find out the truth so that we can have reconciliation. That is the work that we have been given. Not aaah yes, no, no, maybe I can get
away with this half-truth. Maybe I will get away with it, no, please if people open up then we look at the horror of what has happened
and we realise we mustn't take it lightly but having looked at the horror, looked at the beast, we can together turn and say we've done
now with that beast, we have destroyed that beast, let us walk together.

And so we will probably wish to be able to recall you, not in order to put you on the spot. We are not scoring points, it's not scoring
political points or whatever points. It's seeking to move to a point where we will be on the same, somebody said on the same page.
Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you gentlemen. You may stand down. End of Tape 6, Side A.
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CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you Mr Jurgens for your being here. We welcome you and we are putting you under a bit of pressure but I mean you, we had
said fifteen minutes but in fact we can go up to 20 minutes so there is latitude. Thank you very much.

MR JURGENS:

Your Grace, members of the Commission, I was a Deputy Attorney-General of the Republic of South Africa and I was sent to Ciskei
where I served as Attorney-General well before the incident in November 1992 or rather September, until I took early retirement at the
end of November 1995. I am now in Port Elizabeth.

I was approached by the members of your Commission, by Reverend Finca, to make submissions to the Commission, not so much on
the events of the day, but on the aftermath as it were, and to put into perspective the reasons for the lack of progress towards a
possible prosecution, or a final solution of the legal implications of the events of that day.

After this shooting, Your Grace, I instructed the police to open 29 dockets of murder and one docket of attempted murder relating then
to the general shooting on the demonstrators. I was also involved with the Pickhard Commission and with the Goldstone Commission
and I worked hand in hand with, I think he was then Colonel Schleller, who then became General Schleller and is now Deputy
Commissioner Schleller in the South African Police Service.

We tried to get to the bottom of the facts and to unravel the facts from all the various perspectives and to make the case ready for a
trial, either a prosecution or whatever, but this proved to be a very difficult task. I say firstly, M'Lord, or rather Your Grace, that the
Ciskei police had virtually no credibility in the eyes of large sections of the community and certainly those who participated in the
demonstration. They were therefore unwilling to come forward for information and evidence. Even those, sir, whose names and
addresses we had from police records, refused co-operation. They said they were not going to speak to Gqozo's policemen and I
understand the sentiments at the time. I mean they were being shot at by Gqozo's soldiers and now they did not wish to have Gzozo's
policemen. How erroneous it was, that was the impression at the time.

For instance sir, we took great trouble to establish exactly where each person was when he or she was shot at but that proved an
almost impossible task without the assistance of the community. We obtained press photographs from press photographers who were
there. We tried to link up the clothing of the corpses with the clothing we found on press photographs. We contacted the Red Cross



Ambulance who gave first-hand assistance there to the injured. We asked the public who conveyed the injured people from here to the
closest hospital, to come forward but we made very little progress. We also asked Radio Ciskei and we went on air on Radio Ciskei
but also with no avail.

Secondly, Your Grace, I should also mention that I was in formal contact with the attorneys for the Tri-partheid alliance and
requesting them assistance for them to obtain statements and then to provide the statements to my office. I have made telephonic
contact with them, I wrote them letters and their response initially was positive. They would certainly obtain from their supporters,
statements to give to the Goldstone Commission and to my office.

However, no such statements was forthcoming and on the 18th February 1993, I received a letter from the attorneys asking me
whether I have also opened a docket investigating allegations against Mr Kasrils because if that was so, then of course their clients
would obviously be reluctant to provide evidence against one of its senior members. I wrote back to them to explain that I was not
investigating any person or any person’s activities on that day but I was investigating the whole event and I cannot prejudge the matter
and of course I cannot give any assurance who will or will not be prosecuted.

I may at this stage also interpose, Your Grace, by saying that when the name of Mr Kasrils first came to the fore, there was a lot of
speculation and the media continuously phoned me and asked me can I confirm this. I always refused to confirm this and I also always
tried to downplay this but somehow the newspapers got it, managed to bring across the message that I was zeroing in on this leading
figure of the ANC. This was of course not the truth but be that as it may, on the 2nd March 1993 I say in paragraph 14 that the
attorneys would revert to me after contacting their clients but they never did. I must also say that before they could do so, of course
there was the indemnity decree from Brigadier Gqozo's government and the resultant court action.

Thirdly sir, I say in paragraph 15 that I should also record my frustration at the lack of co-operation from journalists who tried to hide
behind some perceived professional privilege, not to give evidence. Your Grace, the tragedy of that day was played out before the
eyes and ears of the local, national and international media.

This really was the mass action to end all mass actions. There could never, ever be in South Africa a mass action to improve or to
worse than this one. You could never, even if you have double the number of demonstrators, you could never have the electric
atmosphere, the absolute antagonism, the absolute expectation of disaster. I mean Bisho was deserted. Everybody who had any
sense stayed away from this place, except of course for the media world who were here in droves to capture what everybody realised
would be a catastrophe.

I say, Reverend Chairman, that across the country and across the world, people saw scenes of television crews, saw photographs,
heard and read eye-witness accounts of the events and of reports of interviews conducted after the event. Newspaper clippings of
reports of the intended demonstration before the time and the official reaction thereto, and the resulted massacre and aftermath, were
assembled by my office, Reverend Chairman. These newspaper clippings made a bundle of about 30cm thick. Imagine then in these
circumstances, the frustration of a prosecutor who finds himself in a position where he is unable to prove facts which are already in the
public domain, because journalists who have published these facts to the world are unwilling to substantiate or repeat those facts in
evidence.

I spent a great deal of time and effort talking and corresponding with certain journalists and their attorneys to convince them to make
formal statements. Even only to the extent to make a statement that they stand by what they had written in their respective reports but
I had only very limited success in the process. I must also say that there were a few journalists who did assist and who were prepared
to make statements.

Then I come in paragraph 19 sir, to a fourth and a major obstacle. The lack of co-operation of the then Ciskei Defence Force. I must at
the outset say that I contacted Brigadier Oelschig and Colonel van der Bank for their statements and for assistance generally and they
answered all my questions and promised the full co-operation of the CDF. They also appeared before Judge Pickhard where we
examined them to get the fresh view as soon as possible after the event.

However Your Grace, the co-operation promised was not forthcoming, especially when certain details were sought and where all the
firearms of the scene of the massacre were sought for ballistic tests. General Schleller as the police investigator, concentrated on this
aspect and I do not possess all the first-hand information about this but I can say sir, that on repeated occasions, undertakings were
made by middle management of the Defence Force to have certain witnesses and to have certain objects available at a certain date
and place and time. The police would go there but after a long wait, some feeble excuse would be produced and they would have to
go back and retry again to interview certain people, or to view certain books, or records, or to receive certain objects such as firearms
especially.

I regret to say sir, that in this fashion certain crucial evidence was still wanting when the indemnity decree was made. To list a few, all
the firearms had not been tested at that stage. Full lists of members employed and where each was deployed precisely. The details of
the ammunition issued before the incident and returned after the incident. I may just interpose here to say, Reverend Chairman, that
the 400 or so doppies that was picked up on the scene represented but a small amount of the ammunition actually fired on that day.



We had the information, clear information, that an instruction was given that all the doppies [that is now the spent cartridge cases] be
picked up by the soldiers themselves.

We also had evidence from the helicopter pilot of the South African Police who was in the air at the moment, not hundreds, but
thousands of rounds of ammunition were fired on that day. So it was crucial to understand more about this and to know exactly what
happened. How many ammunition was issued that morning and how many was returned later that afternoon. By the time I left my
office sir, that information was still not at hand.

Also sir, the personal details of the members I had provisionally identified as possible accused and also the members manning a
machine-gun on top of the guardhouse at the Provincial Legislature. I could extend on the list sir, for example the precise point where
the grenade launcher and the other launcher was positioned. How many was fired from that position and who fired them. I could not
ascertain that from the Defence Force.

Also a statement from the official cameraman who video-taped events from that position. As I have said, Reverend Chairman, I should
not fail to mention that there was also co-operation. Afterwards I heard that a military board of enquiry had been convened and that a
report had been drafted. I asked Brigadier Oelschig as he was then, for a copy of that report. This thing was marked top secret and
intended for the eyes of the Head of State and the Minister of Defence only, but after some initial reluctance, he surrendered that
report to me and I must say that I have received considerable assistance from the report by those two officers who did that enquiry.

Then on the top of page five sir, I regret that I also have to mention a lack of co-operation from the chairman of the National Peace
Secretariat, who undertook to provide me with a full statement regarding the events leading up to the demonstration, and his efforts to
avoid a bloody confrontation and/also the events of that fateful day. I think he and others in his position, played a very important role in
trying to diffuse the situation and to have on record, a chronological events of their attempts to bring the different parties to a
compromise and also the reaction of the different parties in failing to reach a reaction, to reach a compromise, is crucial to get an
understanding of the build-up to this tragedy. But I am afraid that despite numerous telephonic and written reminders and despite his
promise that he will give me such a statement, I have not received such a statement.

Then I say also that a further complicating feature was the fact that the Ciskei was at that stage, a nominally independent country. Its
police could not operate outside its territory and its subpoenas, search warrants etc. had no validity outside its territory. People were
laughing at us from the other side of the border which was a few hundred yards from where we are sitting.

When I realised, Your Grace, that the investigation was slowly grinding to a virtual standstill and that there was very little prospect of
further progress, despite a lot of effort and frustrating time wasted, I decided upon the rather novel approach of drafting my preliminary
views, based on the then available information, and to present that to the various suspects and to invite their response. This I styled a
draft preliminary indictment which is now already also in the public domain. In that document, which is a fairly extensive document, I
set out my ideas on the possible cases of murder, attempted murder and culpable homicide against a variety of people. That was my
views at the time on the information that I had at the time.

What happened thereafter was as follows. Firstly, on 18 March 1993 I forwarded a copy of this draft indictment to the then Minister of
Justice here in Bisho, to forewarn him and government of forthcoming events, namely that I have embarked on this process. On the
5th April 1993 I forwarded copies of, to the three sets of attorneys then acting for the Ciskei Police, the Ciskei Defence Force and the
ANC, inviting them to respond to the contents of that document.

Before I had received any response, on the 27th April 1994 the Minister of Justice here in Bisho informed me that the government
intended to rely on an Indemnity Act of 1985. That was an Indemnity Act passed by the Sebe regime after the bus boycotts and the
shootings there at Egerton station at Mdantsane and all those things. That Act had for some or other reason never been repealed and
they intended to rely on that and they said of course, this makes nonsense of your attempt to prosecute anybody. You haven't got a
choice, you must just stop doing so.

I then looked, had a very in-depth look into that Act and then in a letter to the Minister, I set out my disagreement with that view and
stated that I was not, that that Indemnity Act would not cover the events of the 7th September and I said I will proceed. During this
period, it reached my ears, the government was considering passing a decree to indemnify all members of the Security Force and I
had to await events.

Then sir, on Friday the 14th May 1993, a journalist, a Ms Clair Keaton of Eknar phoned me and said that she saw a copy of my draft
indictment and she wished me to confirm the document. I did so and refused to identify any of the persons listed as possible accused
persons. In this regard Mr Chairman, may I just interpose also to say that when I gave my document to the three sets of attorneys, I
deleted all the names thereon except the names applicable to the different sets of attorneys. To the ANC attorneys I deleted all the
other names. To the police attorneys I deleted the names of the Defence Force and of the ANC, so that it was meant only for the
police, and also the Defence Force. I did so because of the possible fear of recriminations and I had actually been requested to do so.

However, at some stage one of these documents found their way to the public and I have no quarrel with that, I never regarded that as



a secret document. Unfortunately the copy of the document obtained by some of the media was the one where everybody's name was
deleted, except for the one member of the ANC and that fuelled now the fire that I was now sort of zeroing in for Mr Kasrils, which was
not the case. I was even taken to task on that but I wish I can explain it that way.

That evening on 8 o'clock news on SABC, the news broke that I have made this provisional indictment. This was reported also on
radio and in the newspapers over that weekend and on the Monday morning the 17th May 1993, the Minister of Justice of Ciskei,
phoned me, said that Brigadier Gqozo was furious about my actions and he wanted to force me out of my position. He wanted to kick
me out on that Friday evening when the news broke there and then.

He was dissuaded to do so then but a decision on my de-secondment was planned to be taken the next day and he asked me if there
was anything I wanted him to say on my behalf, but I said I had done nothing, I did my duty and I will resist any attempt to get rid of
me. Then on the Wednesday, two days later, I read in the Daily Despatch that a decree was passed the previous day by Brigadier
Gqozo and his Council of State, to absolve all members of the Security Force. At that stage of course I was then faced with a fait
accompli. I could not do anything further.

I found myself in a stalemate position and I was still considering what my next step should be within the Constitutional set-up at the
time, when the widow Matikenxow brought a Supreme Court application to strike down that decree as unconstitutional. I then decided
to await those events and with the police, we arranged that well there is not much we can do in any case, let's not close the
investigation but let it proceed on a lesser priority until we hear what the Supreme Court says.

Eventually the Supreme Court made a ruling in January 1994, striking down this decree as unconstitutional. I was then asked from
various quarters whether I would proceed immediately with the prosecution in terms of the indictment I had already drafted. This was
of course an erroneous view and I then made a press statement, explaining the position that the matter is not yet anywhere ripe for
trial and that we have merely reverted to the decision immediately before that decree had been issued.

At that stage, of course that was now January 1994, very little has changed that would allow the Ciskei Police to make meaningful
progress in the investigation. I was also mindful of the upcoming elections to be held in April 1994 and the police had their capability
stretched to try and maintain the peace in this part of the world where Your Lordship will, sorry, Your Grace will remember there was
this fight between the ADM and the ANC and it was an extremely hot political climate between the pro-Gqozo and the anti-Gzozo
groups at the time.

Also, one must remember that at the time and long afterwards, there was talk about the blanket amnesty, there was talk about, not a
Truth and Reconciliation Commission as we have fortunately today, and what I did at that stage therefore is to restart the process,
write again to the attorneys to ask them to comment on my preliminary indictment, or rather to get the comment of their clients. Then
Schleller and myself decided that we will wait for the amalgamation of the two police forces and then to have a new team investigating
this matter.

This amalgamation took much longer and I think it only happened in August 95. I'm not sure of the date but I think it was about then
and then early in 1995 I arranged with the newly appointed Provincial Commissioner in Port Elizabeth, for the investigation to be
restarted by a new team. I then handed to that team all the statements, documents, video material, newspaper clippings, several
carton boxes full of evidence and information that I had, I handed over to the South African Police Service at that stage. When I
vacated my office, Mr Chairman, in November 95, that process was still in progress.

May I end then, Your Grace, by saying that I fully sympathise with the victims of the massacre and with the other interested members
of the community, who may feel aggrieved and frustrated at the lack of progress towards a prosecution or somehow the final
conclusion of this matter. But sir, I can only ask them to understand also the frustration of the police and the prosecuting authorities,
who faced almost insurmountable problems attempting to discharge their duties under the circumstances prevailing at the time, which
were anything but normal.

It is hard to imagine today sir, that we are sitting in this peace and calm attitude where a couple of years ago, was the scenes of a
bloody confrontation. Where it was a hotbed of political intrigue, of fighting, of everything. Things were just not normal and to expect
for the police under those circumstances, to have been possible to make this case ready for a prosecution, was simply ask too much. I
can only hope that the process will now reach its final conclusion. Thank you Your Grace.

CHAIRPERSON:

[Indistinct] very, very much. We are enormously grateful for you helping us through this whole maze and we hope we can begin to
make a little bit of sense about the frustrations and why things have not happened. I just wonder whether any of my colleagues have -
you haven't, thank you very much you are sensible people.

Thank you very, very much. We are enormously grateful and hope, now, you have not retired, I mean you are still active I mean, aren't
you?



MR JURGENS:

I am in private practice now, Your Grace.

CHAIRPERSON:

Yes okay, well good luck.

MR JURGENS:

Thank you sir.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.
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INTRODUCTION

 

REV XUNDU:

Mr Chairman, I now call upon the following witnesses who are: Freddie Tutani, Alfred Dayile, Andile Ndembu, Livingstone Klaas,
Nkululeko Eric Qobongoshe. Mr Chairman, I would like to swear them in.

ALL FIVE WITNESSES SWORN IN

REV XUNDU: Our first witness is going to be Freddie.
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CASE NO: 2



VICTIM: FREDDIE TUTANI

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: FREDDIE TUTANI

 

FREDDIE TUTANI Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

Is this your first name? What is your clan name? --- My name is Freddie Tutani.

It was on the 7th September when you joined the march to the stadium, is that so? Could you briefly tell us what happened to you and
how you sustained some injuries on that day. --- We went to the Bisho stadium but on my way, just before I got into the stadium I
heard some gunshots and I saw people running away. I also did the same.

Where were you hit by the bullet? --- I was hit on the chest and I fell down. As I was laying there, I was again shot just between the
legs and there was a tear.

Were you torn here on the testicles and your private parts? --- Yes I was. I lay there.

What took you to hospital? --- Some people took me to hospital.

And what happened to you at the hospital? --- I was admitted at the Gray hospital and later transferred to the Frere hospital.

Was it for three months? --- Yes.

And then when you were discharged from Frere hospital you were still not well. Are you working? --- No I'm not.

You lost your job since that time? --- Yes, I couldn't work. I was fired. I can't even work, I don't have the strength.

What is your other complaint, you even say you don't breathe, you can't even have sexual intercourse. What can this Commission
help you with? --- I am asking for money because there is nothing I can do on my own.

You are asking for a disability grant or what? --- Yes I need that.

Were you not amongst the people who went to see the lawyers and got some compensation? --- No I wasn't one of them.

Now don't you feel that the Commission should also see that something is done for your health? --- Yes I wish they could attend to my
health. I don't have anything. I go to my neighbours to ask for food.

Do you have a wife and children? --- No I don't have a wife. I am left with two children.

Thank you, over to you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Do you have any other questions?
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CASE NO: 8



VICTIM: ALFRED DAYILE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: ALFRED DAYILE

 

REV XUNDU:

I would like to ask Alfred Dayile to come forward.

ALFRED DAYILE Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

What is your clan name? --- My clan name is Gadebe.

We are not trying to be unfair to you, we know this whole story but we just want to know how you got injured. --- When we got to Bisho
stadium, it was after we had come in and then there was shooting and I lay down. I was shot on my left leg and went to hospital.
Thereafter I admitted in Frere hospital for 14 days, I was there.

Are you married? --- Yes I am.

Do you have children? --- Yes I have.

At the time this happened to you, were you employed? --- Yes I was. I am still working even at this moment.

Is there any compensation you got from the lawyers? --- Yes I did.

How much did you get? --- I got 12,000 compensation.

Which lawyers were those? --- The lawyer Clive.

Does he work at the Legal Source Centre? --- Yes he works there.

Now what is your request to this Commission? --- My leg gets swollen. I work at a motor industry and I've got to stand for the whole
day. I think I need a plastic surgery to be done on my leg.

Now is that your request to this Commission? --- Yes.

Or is there any other thing that you would like to say to this Commission? --- There is. That they should pay for my child's studies.

Now you've also, you still maintain that there should be an education trust that should be established. --- Yes I still say that.

Is there any other request? --- No.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anyone who would like to ask questions? Thank you.
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CASE NO: 11

VICTIM: ANDILE NDEMBU

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER



TESTIMONY FROM: ANDILE NDEMBU

 

REV XUNDU:

Andile please come close to the mike.

ANDILE NDEMBU Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

What is your clan name? --- [Indistinct]

This Bisho story on the 7th September has been repeated time and time again. We do not want to lower your dignity so we will
request that you get straight to the point what exactly happened to you and how you were wounded. --- We were already inside the
stadium. I was a marshal at the time. There was comrade Chris Hani who was just ahead of us with Steve Tshwete. When we were
standing there, when we saw that there is unrest, we kept on trying to direct the people. We saw people going towards the stadium.
When they got to the stadium, a helicopter went up. This helicopter was from the Republic of South Africa. When this helicopter arose
there were shootings after it had risen. We were ahead of most of the crowd. That is how I was shot.

Where were you shot? --- I was shot on my right-leg.

You were then taken to hospital. --- Yes.

Was the bullet removed? --- No it wasn't. They said that they could not remove it because then I'd be paralysed.

Did you go to the attorneys? --- No I did not.

When you were a student? --- No I was not a student.

Are you working? --- No I'm not.

You do not have any particular skill that you can use? --- No I do not.

What is your request to the Commission? --- My request is that because I have a wife and children, three children, when they went to
look for me and found me, what they heard, the report that they were given was that I had died. Then they saw me coming home from
the hospital, the Gray hospital. My request to the Commission is that it help me with my children because I no longer have strength to
work.

Thank you sir, I'll take you back to the Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Is there anybody who would like to ask questions? Thank you sir.
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CASE NO: 14

VICTIM: LIVINGSTONE KLAAS

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: LIVINGSTONE KLAAS

 

LIVINGSTONE KLAAS Duly sworn states



REV XUNDU:

Livingstone Klaas what is your clan name? --- Mboyov Chungesa Zulu.

Sir, it is not necessary for you to elaborate what happened, how the march proceeded. What exactly happened at the stadium to you
in particular? --- When I got to the stadium, I saw a helicopter. I did not know where it was coming from. I just thought it was hovering.
Then we were told to lie down. We lay down. I got shot in the leg. I was helped by a marshal. He put me on his chest and took me to
an ambulance. We went to Gray hospital, from there to Makiwane hospital. I slept at Makiwane hospital that night. I went to the wards.

Exactly where were you shot sir? --- In my thigh.

You were then treated and left the hospital? --- I was at the hospital for three months and then was discharged but then I had to go
back for another month.

You say in your statement that you went to attorneys. Which ones? --- Smith and Thabata.

Were you supported in any way, did you get a compensation? --- Yes I did. They had promised to give me 30,000 but they took 6,000
and I received 22,000.

Are you now working sir? --- No I'm not working.

Is it because of your injury? --- Yes it is.

Have you got a wife? --- Yes I do.

And how many children? --- Two children.

Do you just have one wife? --- Yes I do.

What is your request to the Commission today? --- Pardon?

What is your request to the Commission today? --- My wife is not working. I am also not working. I have children, one in college, the
other in standard nine. I will request that you help them in their education.

What level is the one at college at? --- He is doing his fourth year. The other is in standard nine. I only have two children.

Thank you sir. I will give you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you. Is there anyone who would like to ask questions - no. Thank you.
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CASE NO: 15

VICTIM: NKULULEKO ERIC QOBONGOSHE

NATURE OF VIOLENCE: ATTEMPTED MURDER

TESTIMONY FROM: NKULULEKO ERIC QOBONGOSHE

 

REV XUNDU:



We'd like Eric Qobongoshe to take the stand.

NKULULEKO ERIC QOBONGOSHE Duly sworn states

REV XUNDU:

What is your clan name sir? --- Nchonyana.

You were with your brother in this march. --- Yes I was.

Please tell us exactly what happened to you at the stadium so that we can get a clear picture. --- I was also a marshal. As we entered
the stadium, people started pushing me towards the razor wire. As I was looking, a bullet entered my body. I did not fall down. I just
realised that my leg would not move. Then I realised that I had been shot.

Who helped you from there? --- A marshal called Linda helped me.

Did he take you to hospital? --- He put me on the tar road and then a Kombi took me to hospital. Gray hospital. From Gray hospital I
was taken to Frere hospital. I got treated at the Frere hospital.

Did you go to any attorneys to claim? --- I went to Smith. He said that the Ciskeian soldiers were promising 45,000 but they would
write to me. I'm still waiting.

When was that? --- It was around February this year.

Are you married sir? --- Yes sir. I've got two children.

Is your wife working? --- No she's not working.

Are you working? --- No I'm not working.

What is your request to the Commission today? --- I wish the Commission would help me fulfil my desires.

[Indistinct] particular? --- I want to build my family a home.

Do you get a pension? --- Yes I do but I can't even buy groceries with that pension.

We have heard your story. We'll try as much as we can to help you. I give you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much. I would like to say thank you very much to all of you. We have heard your requests. We empathise with you in
your pain. May the Lord be with you. Even though it is not easy but you can say that this did not happen in vain. We have freedom
today because people like you, even though unintentionally, gave yourselves, donated your blood, your hearts. Your blood was not
shed in vain. Today we have freedom. Thank you very much.
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CONCLUSION

 

CHAIRPERSON:

I would like first of all, to express my appreciation as the Chairperson of the Commission to our regional office in Eastern Cape region.



They have arranged an event hearing that everybody will acknowledge has been an outstanding event. We are very grateful for the
leadership of Bongani Finca. [I am talking and you are talking, I don't know what is happening. Please.]

We are grateful for the leadership that Bongani is giving in this region and we express our appreciation as well to the committee
members who work with him. Then we want to say thank you to our staff, to thank our Regional Manager, [indistinct]. Thank you to the
briefers [indistinct] for comforting people, strengthening them. The statement takers, [indistinct].

Even the secretaries that we do not see in these meetings. We thank the caterers that fed us throughout this hearing and we want to
say again thank you to you, our interpreters. You do a super job of work and you are wonderful. You don't complain. Don't start doing
so now. And to you, technicians, thank you for helping our work to get on as well as it does.

Thank you to the police who provide the security for this venue. We may also want to take things like that for granted but you never
know, there are mad people who might want to come disrupt the proceedings and we thank the police for the work that they are doing
and we are glad that they are being transformed.

Thank you to the University of Fort Hare for providing us with the facilities and also thank you to the media for helping to publicise
what happens in these hearings to a wider audience. The SABC, radio and TV also, we express our appreciation. Then we do want to
say thank you to the witnesses who come to open up their hearts in public as they do. [Indistinct] from their families. We have already
said thank you to the churches for helping to organise the service that we had and for other support that they gave.

I thank you all. All those that are present here. We have heard very painful things. We know that we have been putting salt into your
wounds but today we have heard people's wishes so that people come forward and tell the truth and not be evasive. We thank the
people that have spoken as clearly as possible. I know that it is not easy. I praise you dear people. I praise the Lord who has given
you the warmth and the reverence that you have for other people. So that you, the very victims are able to withstand, to come here.

You are supposed to be people of bitterness, anger, but even so the whole nation is probably shocked that our people are given the
gift of forgiving so that we can build a nation, a new nation. So that we can show others that truly, the things that have happened to us,
we do not want them to happen to other people. We want to have a new nation, a new nation of love, of peace, people who work
together well, hand in hand. Bless us, God will bless you. So that you are people who hold onto prayer, so that you are able to
overcome this pain.

We pray that God can transform us in our nation. I want to ask the audience to clap. I allow you, to clap for all these people. I would
like you to clap for yourselves because you are good people. Thank you very, very much. You are wonderful.

REV XUNDU:

Please let's clap for the Chairman.

REV FINCA:

Your Grace, I know that I'm very forward because I have not been elected. Your Grace, we would like to thank you very much for
having spent these three days with us. You do not know how much dignity it gives us to have you in our midst. Even though we fight
with you at times, we love you and we respect you and we are very happy that you are in our midst. I will also thank Denzil Potgieter
and Dumisa Ntsebeza for the wonderful work that they have done for they have really been engaged in hard work. They have been
reading their papers and they have been acquainting themselves very well with the matters that have been coming up. We thank Dr
Mabula in abstention but I will convey that later to her tonight.

CHAIRPERSON:

Please let us stand up. There is something we did not do right from the beginning. We were supposed to remember those that have
passed away and that is Nosipho Komxani. Maybe we can have a moment of silence and just remember her and take her to God's
hands. Lord you bless us, You bless all your children. Please send down Your Holy Spirit to be the oil to our wounds, the balm to heal
broken hearts. Please be with us as we go home as individuals. Please protect us from accidents. Please bless our nation. Please
bless our leaders. Bless us all Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

Thank you. Can the victims and the witnesses leave first. Please! Please! Please! You are going to go straight to hell if you take the
earphones. Please just leave these on your chairs. Thank you.

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
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DATE:23-09-1996 NAME:EUNICE NONTUTHUZELO BEWULA

ZOLA WELLINGTON NDARANA

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Eunice Nontuthuzelo Bewula, Zola Wellington Ndarana.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to swear them in Mr Chairperson. Eunice, could you rise. What is the name of the first
witness.

T BEWULA: Thembisa Bewula is the first witness.

REVD XUNDU: Thembisa could you rise.

THEMBISA BEWULA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Could you rise, Zola.

ZOLA WELLINGTON NDARANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, I've sworn them in, Your Worship.

REVD FINCA: I want the record to show that Eunice Nontuthuzelo Bewula was unable to come and her place is taken
by Thembisa Bewula and that Ntsikelelo Sandi, when he begins his questioning, he will verify the relationship between
Thembisa Bewula and Eunice Nontuthuzelo Bewula who is the defendant in the statement. Over to you Ntsikelelo.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairman. Let me greet you first, Ms Bewula.

T BEWULA: I also greet you.

MR SANDI: Your full name is Thembisa Bewula?

T BEWULA: Yes.

MR SANDI: A statement that we have here was submitted by Nontuthuzelo Bewula, what is the relationship between
the
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two of you?

T BEWULA: She is my mother.



MR SANDI: Was she unable to come?

T BEWULA: Yes, because she has gone to Vereeniging and she is not back yet.

MR SANDI: In this statement we have here, submitted by Nontuthuzelo Bewula, we observe that she was going to give
evidence about her son, Thembile Matshaya. Is Thembile Matshaya related to you?

T BEWULA: Yes, Thembile Matshaya was my brother coming after me.

MR SANDI: At this point could you explain how Thembile was shot and when was he shot?

T BEWULA: On the - we last saw him on the 10th of August when we were going to the airport and on the 11th of
August we met in (indistinct) where we were going to Mxenge's funeral. And we looked for him and we saw him. After
the funeral we got into different transports back home and I slept in Mspunsani.

On the 12th of August in the morning about ten o'clock I phoned home and I couldn't get response for about ten
minutes. Then I had to phone a neighbour and I was asked to come because my brother had been shot in the leg.

So I went there by taxi, but the driver was told that they could not drive into Mspunsani, so we had to use another route
into Mspunsani. As we were coming, we could see that there were schools that were being burnt, so we went through
Buffalo Flats and we saw some soldiers and policemen and we decided to go back and go round and at Ndende we met
teachers from Xhaxhamba and they were with my mother because she was shocked.
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And they told me that they were taking Thembile and my mother to hospital. So I went back home and found a lot of
people at home.

And we were expecting any news due to what was happening in the location. So I was told that Thembile was in
hospital and I asked them what had happened. They told me that he had been shot dead.

MR SANDI: Amongst the people who were there at the time Thembile was shot, what did they say happened at the
time?

T BEWULA: They said after the burning of the office the crowd went to watch and he was amongst the crowd and at
about half past nine, he was the first to be shot and he ran into some other house and he fell there.

He was shot three times, here on the external genitals, here next to the heart and at the back as well.

MR SANDI: Was he shot by soldiers or police?

T BEWULA: They say there was a helicopter that was hovering and also a casper but no one can tell where the shot
came from.

MR SANDI: At the time you were making funeral arrangements, were there any incidents that were of disturbance?

T BEWULA: Yes, even the very day he died, it became very difficult for us as a family to reach the place where the
body was. And it was difficult for us to get hold of the body.

MR SANDI: On the day of the funeral, what happened at home?

T BEWULA: Before the funeral as teachers were coming out from our home, there were police and soldiers standing
and they shot someone but they missed him.



MR SANDI: How old was Thembile at the time? Was he a worker or a student?
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T BEWULA: He was 15 years old and a student at the time.

MR SANDI: Did you perhaps visit any lawyer to get advice?

T BEWULA: No, we didn't, but we received a letter from them and asking my mother to go to court.

MR SANDI: What did they say in court?

T BEWULA: When my parents went there, they said they were through with the proceedings.

MR SANDI: Were there any people who had laid a charge on this matter or was there inquest on this matter?

T BEWULA: No, no charge was laid on anyone.

MR SANDI: Did they explain to you in court, as tell you the outcome of the court case?

T BEWULA: No, they said they would inform us later, but they were through with the case.

MR SANDI: Did they call you ultimately?

T BEWULA: No, they didn't.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say?

T BEWULA: On the day of the funeral here at Spunzana grounds, just before the procession moved, we saw soldiers at
the cemetery and they administered teargas and they threw the teargas into the grave.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say about the incidents of the day?

T BEWULA: Yes, that's all according to what I know.

MR SANDI: By your presence here, do you perhaps have any requests?

T BEWULA: Yes, we have. We want to know the perpetrator and also the reason why my brother was shot.

MR SANDI: We thank you Ms Bewula. We will now ask Mr Ndarana. Are you Mr Zola Wellington Ndarana?

ZW NDARANA: Yes.
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MR SANDI: You came here Mr Ndarana, to talk about what happened to you?

ZW NDARANA: Yes sir.



MR SANDI: On the 13th of August 1985. Before we do so, I can see that you are - you are walking with crutches, were
you injured on that day?

ZW NDARANA: Yes sir.

MR SANDI: Please tell us what happened on that day?

ZW NDARANA: It was on Tuesday on the 13th of August.

MR SANDI: Please come nearer to the mike so that we can hear you clearly.

ZW NDARANA: I think it was about two to three, I was sitting at the 550, Section C and the yard of this house is
composed of a fence and I was reading my book.

I heard someone passing through and then I heard a White guy coming in my yard and saying "staan op jou kaffir". I
was so scared at that time and I dropped the magazine and stood up with my hands up.

He said to me why were we sending children to destroy the Government properties. I said I wouldn't do that, my
children were still very young and they were in Fort Beaufort.

MR SANDI: Will you please speak up Mr Ndarana?

ZW NDARANA: I told the soldier that my children were at Fort Beaufort at that time. He pointed me with a gun at my
head.

I pleaded with him not to shoot me, he said to me I must stop lying, because if I continued lying he will shoot me in the
head.

I pleaded with him and I thought he has forgiven me because he pointed the firearm downwards. I heard a shot
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and I fell down.

MR SANDI: Did he shoot you at that time? Did he shoot you at that time?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, he shot me at that time. I was so tired, I couldn't stand up and I knew at that time that he shot me.
I insulted him and then I pleaded with him to shoot me at the head and kill me. He just laughed at me and he went out.
He left me there.

After that I screamed and shouted so that people can come and help me.

Mr Giza came with his van and he took me with his van. While we were in the bridge we saw the soldiers and they told
him to go back. We went to Roma and they saw that I am injured and they took me to the hospital, but I'm not sure
when did I go there.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorneys?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, I did. I went to Mr Lala and Mr Lala told me that Malan is not accepting my case. He said that I
wasn't shot by the soldiers. I went to Leon Kemp, even there Mr Kemp asked me who shot me and I took my trousers to
him, explaining that I was shot by the soldiers.



Kemp also told me that he took my trousers, I took my trousers to one man to short my trousers and I was lying that I
was shot by the soldiers. So he couldn't take my case, because he said I was lying. Mr Kemp, the lawyer said that he
couldn't accept my case.

MR SANDI: Which company is he in?

ZW NDARANA: I can't remember clearly.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any other attorneys?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, I did and I met Viangewe, one of the comrades and I told him what happened to me. He took me
to
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Coopers Partnership and Mr Bell accepted my case.

MR SANDI: What happened with your case with Mr Bell?

ZW NDARANA: He arranged for me to go to court. Adv Cole from Grahamstown was there.

MR SANDI: Which court was that one?

ZW NDARANA: It was a Supreme court here in East London.

MR SANDI: What was the outcome of the court in your case?

ZW NDARANA: The Government was found guilty and they had to pay me. The Magistrate said that the Government
should pay me R245 000-00.

MR SANDI: Did you receive that money Mr Ndarana?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, but Mr Bell told me that my case gave me R240 000-00 and then I told them that it is supposed
to be R245 000-00 and he said that I was lying. I had to accept the R240 000-00 and he said to me he will take R10 000-
00 from this sum of money.

MR SANDI: How much did you get?

ZW NDARANA: From that R240 000-00 he gave me R210 000-00.

MR SANDI: Would you like us to contact Mr Bell considering this matter?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, I would like you to do so.

MR SANDI: Do you have any other requests Mr Ndarana in front of this Commission?

ZW NDARANA: Firstly what I would like the Commission to do I want the Commission to identify the soldier who
shot me, I want to know who shot me. Because in court only the Captain came and I told the court that this was not the
man who shot me.

They just said the Captain represented the soldiers. Secondly I have children who are still at school. They are with my
girlfriends. One of them is in Fort Hare
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University, he is a boy.

The other one has failed matric last year and he is repeating matric this year and others are just living by themselves.

If the Commission would help me with these two children, the one in Fort Hare and the one repeating standard 10,
because I cannot support them, I can't give them money to continue their education.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Ndarana?

ZW NDARANA: Thirdly, Mr Chairman, I would like the Commission to help me with the artificial leg. I want to have
an aluminium artificial leg because the one I have, it doesn't fit me any more. That's why I'm walking with crutches.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Ndarana. I would give this opportunity to the Chairman. Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Any questions? June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me? Can you hear me? Just one question, have you applied for a disability grant?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, I have.

MS CRICHTON: And you are receiving it?

ZW NDARANA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman I would like to ask one question. You said that you lost R50 000-00. Where were you
working?

ZW NDARANA: I was working Plaskem Rubber Products before I was shot.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go back to work after you were shot? Were you fired at work?

ZW NDARANA: No, they called me when I came back from the
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hospital but I told them that I couldn't do the work because I was injured.

I didn't have money at that time, I only worked there for 6 months.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mr Ndarana, you say that you talked with the soldier who shot you. Do you know the soldier's name?



ZW NDARANA: No, I don't.

REVD FINCA: Was there any parade so that you can identify the soldier?

ZW NDARANA: No, but what happened is that this special branch lot came to me and the camera men and they
brought a soldier but it was not the one who shot me. They just took pictures. Lot came to me.

REVD FINCA: Was he an Investigating Officer?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, he was.

REVD FINCA: While you were in court, the soldier was not there, you only saw the Captain?

ZW NDARANA: Yes.

REVD FINCA: Do you know the Captain's name?

ZW NDARANA: No, I don't remember. I don't remember the Captain's name.

REVD FINCA: But you say it is the Captain who was in charge?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, Mr Bell told me that the Captain was in charge at that time.

REVD FINCA: Mr Bell will have the name of this Captain, is that so?

ZW NDARANA: Yes, he will have it.

REVD FINCA: This matter was talked in East London Supreme court, do you know the Judge?
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ZW NDARANA: No, I don't know the Judge's name, but I can recognize him if I could see him.

REVD FINCA: We would like to thank both of you Thembisa Bewula and Wellington Ndarana. We would like to thank
you for coming here to bring your evidence in front of this Commission.

Your evidence Mr Ndarana, it will help us to investigate the identity of the people who were involved in this massacre.

I think there are some things we have to follow. Our investigation unit have to follow, the lawyer who was handling
your case and we have to identify this Captain so that the Captain can tell us all the soldiers it was leading at that time.

Your testimony helped us a great deal, because we can reach the perpetrators. We wasted our time listening to people
who are giving testimonies and the Commission last week said that we should go and contact the perpetrators and
brought them forward, and your testimony helped us a lot because we could go to the people you mentioned and in that
way we will try to find out the truth.

Thank you. We would now break for an hour and we will come back at two o'clock.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 23-09-1996 NAME: MQONDENI WILMONT BOTTOMAN CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We would like to call Mqondeni Wilmont Bottoman.

INTERPRETER: The Speaker's microphone is not on.

MQONDENI WILMONT BOTTOMAN: (sworn states)

INTERPRETER: The Speaker's microphone is not on.

REVD XUNDU: ... in your car?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I was coming from work.

REVD XUNDU: Where were you working at this time?

MR BOTTOMAN: I was a rep in the Company. I was working in T.W. Becketts at that time.

REVD XUNDU: On that day, you were travelling with your car. You were not at work at that time?

MR BOTTOMAN: I was from work, it was a Monday. I was on my way from work from Ntanzani.

REVD XUNDU: What was the time at that time?

MR BOTTOMAN: It was around four o'clock in the afternoon.

REVD XUNDU: You met this crowd and what did they say to you?

MR BOTTOMAN: I met young children and it was at the time of the unrests. They asked me for petrol and I refused to
give them.

REVD XUNDU: Did they say what they wanted to do with this petrol?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, they didn't say but I could see what they wanted it for because they were burning all over at that
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time.

REVD XUNDU: In your life was there anyone who didn't like you concerning the political unrests?

MR BOTTOMAN: I knew that people were busy with political activities at that time.

REVD XUNDU: What did they say to you when you refused to give them the petrol?



MR BOTTOMAN: They didn't give me any story, they were in a hurry, they just needed the petrol and I told them I
didn't have petrol.

REVD XUNDU: What did they say to you?

MR BOTTOMAN: They didn't say anything at that time, but they just - they told me things when they were burning my
house.

REVD XUNDU: When did this happen?

MR BOTTOMAN: They asked me for petrol on the 12th and in the early morning at three o'clock they burnt my house.

REVD XUNDU: Did you recognise any of them?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, it was at night, it was dark so I didn't recognise any of them.

REVD XUNDU: When they were asking you for petrol, did you recognise any of them?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, I didn't.

REVD XUNDU: Did you see anyone you recognised?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, because I don't know many of the young people so I didn't even recognise their voices.

REVD XUNDU: On this day, what did they do at your home? What damage did they do? On this day, what damage did
they do at your home?

MR BOTTOMAN: They burnt my house, they burnt my cars, everything, they burnt everything.
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REVD XUNDU: Did you get any compensation from the Insurance Companies?

MR BOTTOMAN: No. Can you please repeat the question.REVD XUNDU: On all of these damages, did you get any
compensation?

MR BOTTOMAN: There was only one car which was insured. I did get some compensation, although it took a long
time.

REVD XUNDU: You say as a result of that, your wife was so shocked that she had to be treated at a hospital?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: What really happened to your wife? Was it really a shock?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, it was a shock and she didn't even want to come here but I forced her to come here. She is still
suffering from the shock due to that incident.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

MR BOTTOMAN: We have three children.



REVD XUNDU: Were they injured due to this incident?

MR BOTTOMAN: It was a pain to them, but we tried to comfort them, because what happened happened.

REVD XUNDU: Were they treated any badly in the township?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, because we went on that day, we left at the township on that day.

REVD XUNDU: You decided to leave?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have any problems with your health due to this?

MR BOTTOMAN: I couldn't say this affected me, but it is just on my mind. Up until now I just want to know what
happened. I didn't accept this.
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REVD XUNDU: Did you continue working for this firm?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: This Committee does not guarantee anything, but it asks the requests from people and it gives back the
report to the President and the President meet with other Committees in order to have answers, but we would like to ask
you if you have a request to this Commission you can say your request.

MR BOTTOMAN: I don't like to plea, but if the Commission has something to give me I will accept that.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please explain that.

MR BOTTOMAN: I say that if the Commission can help me to regain what I've lost because of the struggle, I would
appreciate that.

REVD XUNDU: Was your house insured?

MR BOTTOMAN: The Council said that the houses were insured, but I tried to extend my house and I lost that because
I didn't receive money to, because my house was extended, I didn't receive enough money. The Council just gave me
what it thought to be enough.

REVD XUNDU: The approximate value is R150 000-00.?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, because I counted my furniture, my house and my cars and that's why I said it is plus or minus
R150 000-00.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to give this opportunity to the Chairman, thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Are there any questions? I would like to give this opportunity to Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Bottoman, on that day when these boys asked petrol from you in the street from your car, did you go
back home? Did you tell your family what happened to you?
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MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I did.

MR SANDI: Who did you tell at home? Did you tell your wife?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I told my wife.

MR SANDI: What did she say? What happened when you were away?

MR BOTTOMAN: She said that they started during the day when she was at home, because she off duty at that time.
Two boys came, two or three boys came to my house to ask for petrol. One of them said that he can open the car and
take the petrol out and then my wife told them that they can't because the cars had a safe and one of them stopped and
one wanted to open the car.

MR SANDI: Did they get petrol from this cars?

MR BOTTOMAN: No.

MR SANDI: You said that on the pre-hearing briefing yesterday, there was a neighbour who came to you. What did he
say to you?

MR BOTTOMAN: My neighbour since he was shot, he came to me and said that we are in the least of these people
wanted to burn our houses.

MR SANDI: Did he tell you the reasons for this?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, he didn't. I just told him that in this township my house isn't going to be burnt.

MR SANDI: You said, Mr Bottoman, on that night how did you sleep after hearing that you were going to be burnt?

MR BOTTOMAN: Since they said that we didn't sleep well. We went to bed with our clothes, because we were waiting
for anything that could happen.

MR SANDI: You say you slept with your clothes?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I slept with my suit and a jacket on top of the suit and I slept with those clothes.
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MR SANDI: Mr Bottoman, you said you brought this matter to

the political organisations?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I did.

MR SANDI: Did you get any answers from the political organisations at that time?



MR BOTTOMAN: I didn't get any straight answers, but they said they will look at this matter.

MR SANDI: On that day your house was burnt, did you call the police or the fire brigade to help?

MR BOTTOMAN: When these boys ran away, I took the telephone and I phoned the police and I was told that there
were no police and then I was just told that they will send the SADF to come and look at what was happening.

MR SANDI: Did the soldiers come?

MR BOTTOMAN: No, they didn't come while the house was burning, but they came afterwards.

MR SANDI: What did they say when they came? I will wait for you Mr Bottoman until you are ready to continue
because I want this to be clear. Can you continue Mr Bottoman? In short, without talking about details when the soldiers
arrived at your home, they wanted to know the owner of the house which was burning?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes.

MR SANDI: They also wanted to know where is the owner working?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you have anything to say concerning the soldiers? What did they say and how did they handle this
matter?

MR BOTTOMAN: What I saw is that they didn't care. They were just asking - they were asking while they were on
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car, they didn't get out of the car. That showed me that they didn't care about this. That is why I dropped this, I didn't go
to the police station, but we just went to the hospital on the next day.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Bottoman.

REVD FINCA: Mr Bottoman, I would like to ask this question. According to your views, what was the reason for the
people to burn your house?

MR BOTTOMAN: Apart from what was said on that day, people say that why should I have a big house and many cars,
while others don't, that is what was, that is what people were saying around the township.

REVD FINCA: Did this happen only to you or were there any other people around Duncan Village which this happened
to them?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, other Councillors, their houses were also burnt and there was no connection between me and
them.

REVD FINCA: As I was listening while you were answering the questions from Revd Xundu, was there any connection
between these boys who were asking petrol from you and the burning of your house?

MR BOTTOMAN: Yes, I think so, because I didn't give them petrol and after that there were stories. Because I said I
needed this to be investigated, I told them to go to ask from the people in the township of what happened and the answer
was that while I was asking to one of them who were there, while I was asking the political organisations, one of them
said that I should go and apologise to the comrades - those I didn't give the petrol and I said that I was not going to do
that and he said to me a car can hit a person while he is on a pavement, so my case is like that. They
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used that language to me, but I don't know where did he take this from.

MR SANDI: Were there any structures here in Duncan Village which were leading the struggle at that time?

MR BOTTOMAN: I wouldn't say so because they were not allowed at that time. So I wouldn't say there were structures
or not.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you, Mr Bottoman and Mrs Bottoman for coming here in front of this Commission. You would
think that this is not important, but it is important to the Truth Commission for us to listen to the stories which you
brought forward.

They give us a full picture and this wouldn't be clear if people didn't come forward. We were given this opportunity as a
Commission to draw a picture, a clear picture of what was happening at that time which the Parliament gave us to
investigate. We were also given this task to give a full picture of the bad and good things which happened during the
struggle period.

I think your story shows clearly the activities people took in the struggle, some are involved because in a way which
they were not supposed to be involved.

And the aim of the Act promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation is to say to this nation, this is what has
happened to this nation. These are the things that were done to each other and for this nation to say "never again must
these things ever happen."

Thank you for coming here in front of this Commission to give us the picture you gave us and the request you gave to
this Commission, we will look into your request and Revd
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Xundu have said, we cannot guarantee that we will respond, but the President will see what he can do. I thank you, both
of you.

--------------------

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-09-1996 NAME: NOTHEMBA MARJORIE FAZZIE

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: Can we get ready to start. I think that you are here already. I made a mistake when we were adjourning,
that I said that we are going to resume at two o'clock and instead of saying we should resume at half past one.

We are now going to call upon Nothemba Marjorie Fazzie.

REVD XUNDU: Chairperson, I would like to swear her in. Ms Nothemba Marjorie Fazzie, could you rise.

NOTHEMBA MARJORIE FAZZIE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Ms Fazzie and we are going to hand you over to Revd Xundu. I would like to make
an correction in paragraph 6 for the spelling of habitation in paragraph 6. Instead of cohabitation, it is habitation, thank
you.

REVD XUNDU: Ms Fazzie, we greet you this afternoon with all the respect. We are going to follow our statement
slowly so that every body should hear about the contribution that was done by two of your children.

By the way Mzwanele was your son?

NM FAZZIE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How many sons do you have?

NM FAZZIE: I now have one son.

REVD XUNDU: How many sons did you have before this incident? How many sons did you have?

NM FAZZIE: I had four sons.
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REVD XUNDU: These two, Mzwanele and Sicelo are those who died, is that so? Where was Mzwanele when he died?

NM FAZZIE: He was in Lesotho.

REVD XUNDU: Could you tell us what actually happened?

NM FAZZIE: They left on the 8th of December in 1982 for Durban and the following day we got - we had seen that
there had been an attack in Lesotho, unknowing that they were there.



Then in the afternoon the following day, there was some people who came to inform us that Lesotho, Mzwanele was
one of the people who died in that attack.

REVD XUNDU: Was he at home at the time or what happened?

NM FAZZIE: They were on a visit to Lesotho for a weekend. Now they say the policemen here from South Africa
forced their way and made this raid in Lesotho.

REVD XUNDU: Who are the other victims who died that you happen to know?

NM FAZZIE: He went with Jobo from Mdantsane, Ngcipe from Somerset East. Then the other people were from
Mdantsane, Port Elizabeth and Johannesburg.

REVD XUNDU: And after this incident, where were they buried?

NM FAZZIE: They were buried in Lesotho.

REVD XUNDU: Did you attend the funeral?

NM FAZZIE: Yes, I did, though it was difficult.

REVD XUNDU: Who were the distinguished people who were present at his funeral?

NM FAZZIE: You mean people present at the funeral or you mean people who accompanied us?

REVD XUNDU: No, I'm referring to speakers.

NM FAZZIE: There was you as a speaker, you were present
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there. Thambo was one of the speakers.

REVD XUNDU: And I think the funeral was so big that you must have felt good because the ANC leaders were there.
Now let's move on to hear about Sicelo. How did he die?

NM FAZZIE: He left the country because he was going to lead someone into Lesotho. He was going to be a co-driver
with that person, then we didn't ask anything because we didn't want to interfere in fear that we would be implicated in
this journey, though we were unhappy about his leaving. So we left him there.

REVD XUNDU: Then when did you get to know that he was injured?

NM FAZZIE: It was after two weeks that we got to know about his injury.

REVD XUNDU: Who informed you?

NM FAZZIE: We were informed by some students from the University of Roma who had been sent to come and tell us
that there was this occurrence and we had to come to Lesotho.

REVD XUNDU: So you also went there?

NM FAZZIE: Yes, we did.



REVD XUNDU: Who were the other people that got injured with him?

NM FAZZIE: He got injured with Bongani Ngamlana.

REVD XUNDU: What about Feni?

NM FAZZIE: Feni escaped the injury.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps have any inkling as how it all happened, how did they die?

NM FAZZIE: I was looking at Feni to come and give first hand information and to tell us what actually happened.
Unfortunately he is not here. Then there is another man who DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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used to be in Lusaka, but who is not back yet who could also give us some information. Then there is another person
from Port Elizabeth.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps know the names of these people?

NM FAZZIE: I don't know the one from Zipunzani, the one from Port Elizabeth is, his name, I forgot his name, though
he did stay with me and we were using a code name, Sipho for him.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement you have mentioned that Mr Mbewana who had some knowledge about this
incident. Where was he working at the time?

NM FAZZIE: He was a security at the Cambridge. He did not come to explain to us, but he made mention of this to his
neighbour and he stated that there was this death of the Fazzie son and this lady he was talking to, wanted to cry and this
man stopped him when he mentioned it, because he said people were not aware about this.

Then the person he was talking to came to our place and we asked them not to talk about this because we were still
going to find out about this incident.

REVD XUNDU: Have you seen Mr Mbewana since that time?

NM FAZZIE: Yes, we used to see him before he left East London. He is now in Transkei.

REVD XUNDU: Would you like him to come and bring more light on this matter?

NM FAZZIE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Then, what is your wish, what would you like this Commission to do for you?

NM FAZZIE: I would like this Commission to investigate and tell us how my sons died, though we were told that they
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drowned in a river as they were crossing, but we are not satisfied. We all want to know what actually happened, because
even the place in (indistinct) place, felt that it was really queer, they did not believe that Sicelo had drowned himself,
they even knew his mission and knew everything about Sicelo. At the time of his death, his passport was in his pocket.



REVD XUNDU: Was Sicelo buried here at home?

NM FAZZIE: Yes, though we had difficulty, because security was coming to our place frequently wanting to know how
many people were going to attend the funeral and we were always in panic that they would stop the funeral.

REVD XUNDU: What is your wish now in connection with all this?

NM FAZZIE: I would like that the security that was giving us hard time should give us the reason for that. Such that we
had to go to lawyers with intention to bring their bodies back.

I just really want to know their aim because I did see that they were buried in a hero's ground and their graves were
taken care of.

One other thing is that I would like to know why were we harassed for a long time, because we never enjoyed just living
like all other people. They harassed us for a very long time and we never had peace in our family.

REVD XUNDU: Right, I understand. Now these two sons of yours didn't have any children?

NM FAZZIE: No, they were still young at the time.

REVD XUNDU: Lastly before I hand you over to the Chairperson, I would like to ask you after whom have these
children taken because they are hero's?
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NM FAZZIE: They took after their father who used to be a political activist and used to be arrested and my children got
used to all this such that even when they were young, they used to take it easy whenever their father would be arrested.
Such that people used to feel that my husband was responsible for telling them to be politically aware.

REVD FINCA: Over to you, Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Ms Fazzie, in your statement you have mentioned Mr Mbewana as the first person to know about the death
of your son.

NM FAZZIE: Yes, he was the first person.

MR SANDI: Now you say he told this to his neighbour and it is this neighbour who came to inform you?

NM FAZZIE: Yes.

MR SANDI: At that time, were you perhaps aware that Sicelo had died?

NM FAZZIE: No we were not aware, though we were suspecting that he could be dead, because he was supposed to
have come back on a Monday.

MR SANDI: According to your estimation how long did it take from the time you got to know about Sicelo's death?

NM FAZZIE: It took four days for us to know from the time Mr Mbewana had talked to the neighbour.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ms Fazzie.



REVD FINCA: Ms Fazzie, we thank you. It is very clear that your offspring is like that of Maria who was told that her
offspring was blessed.

Because from you we have got some hero's that gave their lives whilst fighting for the freedom of this country.

Though at that time you must have been very hurt and you were being harassed because people were saying your
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children were terrorists.

That is why we have got to hail you and your children as hero's because your children have watered the trees of freedom
of this country.

We therefor salute you and your children. The requests that you have forwarded before this Commission are going to be
taken into consideration and as mentioned earlier on, we would like to know what your opinion is about this rebellion
because most parents whose children died in exile have asked that the bones should be brought back to the country.

So we would like to hear what you have to say about this. So we thank you. You can go back to your seat.

--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: I would kindly like this witness to take an oath.

ZUKO GALELA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Over to you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Galela, thanking you as the last witness to give evidence. We are going to ask the
people at the back, next to the door to close the door so that we could conclude in a very respectful way or even those
who want to go out, may do so.

This hearing in Duncan Village has been a success and we are impressed by the behaviour of the people even if they
were to listen to some of the things that were not very palatable to them.

But they made our work easy, therefor we're asking you not to spoil all this in the last moment. We are now going to
hand over to June Crichton who is going to pose questions to Zuko Galela after which we shall close.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairman. Can you hear me Mr Galela? Welcome to you. Mr Galela, in reading your
statement, I see that you experienced three different arrests over a period of a couple of years. I'd like to start with the
first one in august 1985, when you were arrested by the South African police and taken to the Fleet Street police station.
Would you tell us what happened there?
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Z GALELA: In 1985 I was a student at Zwelethemba College in Zwailitsha and I was doing carpentry in my second
year, the final year. I came home to take school fees on a Thursday and I was told to wait until the following day and
spend a night at home.

At night, very early there was a knock at the door and the windows. And there were torch flashes, my mother opened the
door and the police came inside. Whilst I was dressing up, because they were calling my name, I met a police by the
name of Patrick Rooi who grabbed me and handed me over to another White police who pushed me over to a certain
Mabexe policeman, who was quite old.

They took me away and I could see that there were cars parked down and it was a casper, a hippo and some other cars.

There were some other people standing next to these, so we walked close to these cars and I noticed that this was some
of the people who were arrested.

So they asked me to toyi-toyi and I told them I couldn't. A police by the name of Malunga kicked me and asked me to
toyi-toyi, then I told them I wasn't going to.



And he grabbed me and again kicked me. So I decided to toyi-toyi towards the car. And there were some people in a
Passat car. I was slapped on the face and I was taken to the Kombi and the passengers were some Whites together with
Sitonga who was arrested, and I asked Sitonga what was happening and he told me that we were arrested.

MS CRICHTON: I'm sorry to interrupt you, but I need to ask you whether they had told you on what charge they were
arresting you. What were they accusing you of?

Z GALELA: They only told me when we got to the police
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station that I was a cause of trouble in the public and they were trying to investigate about the body of Kholekile and
they were accusing me of arson because I had burnt down a house that belonged to a police.

MS CRICHTON: What were the names of those police houses' that you were accused of burning down? Can you
remember?

Z GALELA: It was Sigabi.

MS CRICHTON: Let's move on to when you were actually being tortured. I believe that you suffered some permanent
damage. What was that? Damage to your teeth, is that correct?

Z GALELA: Yes, that's correct. When we got to Fleet Street, we were taken into an office and we were assaulted and
we were asked to hang from the burglar proofs and we stood on a chair and as soon as we were hanging on the burglar
proofs this chair was removed.

But whenever it was very difficult one would be hit by a iron rod. I also fell down and I was hit on the head such that I
still have some horns on my head.

Then Malunga came and asked for us to go to another office where we found a certain man and a certain woman from
the Mana family who were demanding that we should give the ashes of their son's body, so I was tied around the neck
with some wet towels and I lost consciousness.

MS CRICHTON: I'm sorry to keep interrupting you, I don't mean to be rude, but I need to have some very specific
evidence from you. All right, is that all right? The policeman that you named were Malunga, Rooi Madliwa and Radue,
is that right?

Z GALELA; That's right.

MS CRICHTON: All right. I want to move to the second
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arrest that happened in June of 1986, and this time you were taken to the Cambridge police station.

Now I want to ask you specific questions. What was the charge this time when you were taken to Cambridge?

Z GALELA: In 1986, I was arrested under Section 31, we were arrested by Mandiswe Mbewana, but I was referred to



Mr Madliwa (indistinct) and Chief Radue who is the one who cut me with a scissors, cut my fingers with a pair of
scissors.

MS CRICHTON: What was the name of that man, that policeman - Chief Radue.

Z GALELA: It was Chief Radue, it was Mr Madliwa, police Matoti who were present at the time they were cutting my
fingers.

MS CRICHTON: Did you appear in court at this stage at all or even on the previous time, had you been to a court and
been charged formerly in court yet?

Z GALELA: In 1986, I never made any appearance in court. From Cambridge police station we were taken to the prison
for 180 days and again this was revived that we were going to spend another 180 days which was almost a year.

MS CRICHTON: Now, is it correct to say then that you were arrested again a third time, this time also under the state of
emergency, is that correct? Is there a third time or was that the same time?

Z GALELA: There is a mistake, I was only arrested twice in 1986 and discharged in 1987.

MS CRICHTON: Now you say you have a scar on the back of your head as a result of being beaten with an iron rod.
Has this left you with a problem, a physical problem? Has it left you with problems that are still being treated?

Z GALELA: I'm not sure. I use traditional herbs, I still
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have some pains from the kicking that I had. Even when I see Malunga, he becomes negative to me.

MS CRICHTON: Have you considered going back to your studies at all?

Z GALELA: When I left prison in 1986, I went back to the school where I was studying and they asked me to come
back in August to write an examination, but I was arrested in June so I didn't have an opportunity. I did try once more,
because there is a course that I am pursuing here in town, which is designing.

But I don't have many money to pursue my studies.

MS CRICHTON: We can move on then to ask you if there is any particular request you have to the Commission.

Z GALELA: Yes, I have a request that I would be very glad if this policemen who arrested me could be brought to me
so that we discuss this and to have Chief Radue to explain why he cut me and even those who hit me on the head, to tell
why they did that.

And even pay for my blood. And also to restore my teeth which I lost.

MS CRICHTON: Do you have a family?

Z GALELA: I don't have a wife, because I can make her suffer.

MS CRICHTON: And my last question to you, Mr Galela, is to ask you if you ever approached an attorney at all for
assistance or instituted any kind of claim?

Z GALELA: After I was discharged I did go and see a lawyer Hinsa and I explained everything to him. I did go the the



BLACK SASH as well and explained my trait.

MS CRICHTON: And what happened as a result of that?

Z GALELA: There was no response to date.
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MS CRICHTON: Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu again.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ever apply for the disability grant?

Z GALELA: No, I've never made any application.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps need that we should help you to have that disability grant?

Z GALELA: Yes, I want to make that application because I still want to pursue my studies.

REVD FINCA: We thank you. Now I would like to thank all of you before you leave. I must first thank the victims who
gave evidence before this Commission.

Since yesterday even, the one who is sitting there, I must also thank the Duncan Village community. We have been
going to several places here in the Eastern Cape for various hearings, but the way you have treated us has indicated that
you are respectful and we thank you for that.

I have already mentioned that this is not the end of it, we are going to come once more as soon as we have gathered the
people that we still want to hear from.

We want to thank the people who have given us this accommodation.

And though some of the times when it is windy, we get scared, we also want to thank Revd Sio, who has been leading
us in prayers and even the Ministers who have been working with him.

We also want to thank the policemen who have been maintaining order here and Revd Xundu as we are going out, felt
that we were really secured.

We thank them. We must thank the interpreters, we also thank the media technicians who have been giving us accurate,
we also have to thank the Regional Manager and we
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give him a clap.

He is the one at the head. We also thank the staff members who may be here. We must also thank Mr Sengiwa, Mr
Daweti, we must also thank the panel seated here in front for another excellent work done.



We thank you all. The hearing is now closed.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: These three victims are going to give us additional information that is also connected to the Duncan
Village massacre. I'm going to ask Revd Xundu to swear them in and also to lead them on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. Rogers Gqeme, I would like to swear you in, could you rise?

ROGERS GQEME: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. The next to be sworn in is going to be Nomonde Mahlanza.

NOMONDE MAHLANZA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mzwakhe Mvubu.

MZWAKHE MVUBU: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Rogers Gqeme, you are going to be the first person who we are going to listen to.

REVD FINCA: There is some noise outside which is a disturbance to us, so I suggest we adjourn and to come back at
eleven o'clock, thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Chairperson. Rogers, could you come closer to the microphone. What is your
claim name Rogers?

R GQEME: My claim name is Mtandi.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Let us take it easy. Now you say you were shot by the police, could you tell us in full what
was happening on that day?

R GQEME: We were in the Roman Catholic Church where there
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was a meeting of the youth.

REVD XUNDU: What kind of a meeting was this?

R GQEME: It was a meeting for the youth.

REVD XUNDU: And what happened?



R GQEME: These White people came in a casper and parked outside and sent someone, a tall man who looked like a
Coloured person, and was dressed like a Minister of religion.

REVD XUNDU: And what did he say to you?

R GQEME: He asked, he said that we were asked to go out of this hall and to disperse by order.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go away?

R GQEME: No, we didn't. The house, the room was full and people were chanting freedom songs and some people did
not hear what this man was saying.

REVD XUNDU: Then, did you ultimately leave the hall?

R GQEME: This White person insisted that we should go out of the hall and disperse and this took about 15 minutes
and we went away as people who were standing outside, since the hall was packed and we were in fear that these Whites
were going to shoot us.

REVD XUNDU: As you were there, did you go as a crowd?

R GQEME: Yes, we walked passed these Whites. Some of us walked down Dendes Street and down Dunga Street and
we joined the rest and the bridge. Those - that was the crowd that was toyi-toying and we moved towards Sipunzana.

REVD XUNDU: Is this the time when this White person came?

R GQEME: They followed us in their casper, leaving the people behind in the hall, following the march.

REVD XUNDU: So when you saw the caspers, did you run away and scatter?
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R GQEME: No, we didn't, instead we proceeded and then these policemen started shooting at us, but some of us who
were not aware until we got next to the cemetery and I could see people running away, people falling and then as I was
going up I could see a certain White man in a casper and he called me, but I ran away and he shot me in the arm.

REVD XUNDU: And after you were shot, you actually took you to hospital?

R GQEME: I ran away and he again shot me on the waist and I fell facing upwards and I asked him to pick me up. I
struggled trying to stand, though I was aware that I had been shot.

Then I could see that I was injured and my legs were feeling very weak. Then this White person came to me, handled
me by the collar, pulled me towards the casper and there were two of these caspers parked there and he placed me just
behind one of them.

REVD XUNDU: Now, what ultimately happened. Did you end up landing in hospital? At the end of all this struggle,
did they take you to the hospital?

R GQEME: Yes. The police took me to hospital and they were assisted by some people to take me onto the police truck
which drove to the hospital.

REVD XUNDU: Did you see any Doctor in the hospital? Did you get any attention from any Doctor there in hospital?



R GQEME: When I got to hospital I was driven into the OPD in a stretcher and there was a White Doctor who looked at
me and there was a big hole here on my hip and he asked these White men why they had injured me so severely.

And these White persons laughed because they were young, very young.
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REVD XUNDU: I would like to ask a question. Do you perhaps know the name of this Doctor who attended to you?

R GQEME: No, I don't know his name.

REVD XUNDU: But could you identify him if you were to see him?

R GQEME: Yes, I think I could.

REVD XUNDU: In your story I want to know was there any investigation after this shooting or perhaps did you
institute a claim or did you perhaps get any compensation?

R GQEME: No, I didn't do any of those. We didn't even make an attempt.

REVD XUNDU: Were you working at the time?

R GQEME: Yes, I was working at Westbank.

REVD XUNDU: Were you able to work after this incident?

R GQEME: Yes, I was working, but it was very difficult, because I still have a bullet that is still embedded in my spine
because they could not take it out.

REVD XUNDU: Did you perhaps go back to your old employers or did you have to look for a new job?

R GQEME: When I was discharged at the place where I used to work.

REVD XUNDU: Did those people accept you back when you were discharged from hospital?

R GQEME: No, my employers discharged me as soon as I was released from hospital.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know the name of them? Do you know the name of the factory?

R GQEME: It is called the NCI Industry.

REVD XUNDU: When you were discharged, did you perhaps get any grant?

R GQEME: No.
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REVD XUNDU: Do you still get medical treatment?



R GQEME: No, I seldom go to hospital to get some medical treatment.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps have any wish or any requests that you have to say to this Commission?

R GQEME: I wish this Commission could organise that I get medical treatment.

REVD XUNDU: And is there any other requests you have in addition to that?

R GQEME: I also wish that this Commission could investigate about this person who shot me.

REVD XUNDU: Is there any other thing?

R GQEME: I want to see this perpetrator face to face because I will never forgive him, I just don't have peace.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you have to say or is there anything you would like to say in addition to what you have said
already?

R GQEME: I also wish that this Commission could be of assistance to me because I - my health is not good, I don't feel
all right.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, I hand you over to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank you. We are now going to ask Nomonde Cynthia Mahlanza to come forward.

REVD XUNDU: I greet you Nomonde. What is your claim name by the way?

NC MAHLANZA: My claim name is Nozulu.

REVD XUNDU: Could you tell us your story and tell us what happened to you on the 14th of August.

NC MAHLANZA: I saw some White people coming into my house and they took my brother away and they put him on
the
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casper and they left with him that afternoon.

Then I asked my children that we should pray when he did not come back. Early the following day a certain person
came to tell us that my brother had come and my brother was taken to hospital and as the Doctor was examining my
brother, my brother died.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Mzwandile?

NC MAHLANZA: Mzwandile is a boy who lives in our neighbourhood.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps know his name?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes, I know his surname.

REVD XUNDU: When you got to hospital, that is where he was certified dead?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes.



REVD XUNDU: Was there any investigation about this death? His body - was there any post-mortem that was done or
any inquest that was done?

NC MAHLANZA: No.

REVD XUNDU: How old was your brother when he died?

NC MAHLANZA: I don't know, but he was born in 1959. In fact the one that died was born in 1964.

REVD XUNDU: What is your request to this Commission?

NC MAHLANZA: I'm asking that the Commission should help me because I have three young children.

REVD XUNDU: Whose children are these?

NC MAHLANZA: No, they are my sister's children and they are dependent on me.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps get any grant?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes, I've just got this grant.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you have to say?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes.

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

7 NC MAHLANZA

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Ms Mahlanza, I would like to ask you some questions. You say there was some SADF soldiers who came
to collect your brother. Do you perhaps know who these soldiers were? Is there any other person who saw this?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes, there are many people, because it was in the afternoon.

MS MAYA: So you last saw your brother when these soldiers came to fetch him?

NC MAHLANZA: Yes.

MS MAYA: And the last time you heard, was that he was injured? Is there any person who told you the extend of the
injuries or what had happened to him?

NC MAHLANZA: No, I don't know, but I think they assaulted him.

MS MAYA: What did Mzwandile say - he met your brother?

NC MAHLANZA: He said he met him somewhere crawling.

MS MAYA: According to what you know, was he still in a position to speak at the time?

NC MAHLANZA: I don't know.

MS MAYA: In our statement here you say he died from assault and from kicking. Where did you get all this
information?



NC MAHLANZA: They got this information from me.

MS MAYA: Yes.

NC MAHLANZA: I was assuming that they had assaulted him and kicked him.

MS MAYA: Was there any eyewitness that actually saw when they were hitting him?

NC MAHLANZA: No there wasn't none.

MS MAYA: Did he have any children?

NC MAHLANZA: No, he did not have any children.
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MS MAYA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We are now going to ask Mzwakhe Mvubu. (tape ends)

M MVUBU: (tape starts) ... and whilst I was at the bridge just nearby I saw some White policemen and soldiers coming
from one direction. There was some other people in front of me.

REVD XUNDU: Were these people, were this White persons dressed in uniform?

M MVUBU: Yes, they were in caspers. I then saw one of the people in front of me falling. I immediately ran away and I
think that is when I was shot and I fell.

I lost consciousness, when I regained consciousness, I was in hospital.

REVD XUNDU: How long were you there?

M MVUBU: I was there for two months. And I had to go for some therapy for my arm. The Doctor who was a Doctor
Appavo, when I was discharged, I went back to work, but I still felt pain on my head and I went to a Doctor for an
examination and I told him that I had some pain on my head.

And he asked whether I had ever been injured, and I explained, so he sent me for X-rays and he could determine that
there were still some bullets on my head which are still embedded right now.

REVD XUNDU: Did they take you back at work?

M MVUBU: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: And so you worked for a while. How did you stop to work?

M MVUBU: They accused me of stealing paint.

REVD XUNDU: Yes?

M MVUBU: They were selling paint and I gave some money to
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a certain Coloured person but I was the one who were accused as having stolen this paint and after all this is the paint
that I had paid for.

REVD XUNDU: Did you refer this matter to the Union and what did they say?

M MVUBU: I did refer the matter to the Union and they asked me to appeal to a court, but later on they said everything
depended on my employers. So when Mr Pinnock, the Director came, this White person - this employer said they had
discovered that I had paid the money, but they laid another charge now that I had used some other empty tins and so
they asked me to leave my work, so I reported the matter to the Union.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps have children?

M MVUBU: Yes, I have. My last baby is 34 days old.

REVD XUNDU: Are you married?

M MVUBU: Yes, I have a wife.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have one wife?

M MVUBU: Yes, I have one wife.

REVD XUNDU: What standards are your children?

M MVUBU: One is in standard two and another one is in sub A and then the baby who's not - is still very young.

REVD XUNDU: Do you perhaps get any grant?

M MVUBU: No, I did not apply for one, but my wife gets some part-time job. Unfortunately she got pregnant and she
had to stop working. My request to this Commission is that I cannot get employment full time, because they always see
that I have got a problem with my health and now I see that I do not have a bright future.

Therefor I request that this Commission should pay for my children's education.
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REVD XUNDU: Is that all you have?

M MVUBU: Yes. That is all I have.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

M MVUBU: Yes, I did go to lawyer Lalla and his secretary who was a Black told me that I was late because after three
months, they do not accept a case.

MR SANDI: At the time you went to Mr Lalla, how long was it after this incident?



M MVUBU: It was four months after the incident, because I spent two months in hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you again go back to Mr Lalla?

M MVUBU: No.

MR SANDI: Is there any other lawyer that you perhaps went to see?

M MVUBU: No, there is none.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Mr Gqeme, Ms Mahlanza and Mr Mvubu for your evidence and testimony as given to the
Commission.

Mr Gqeme mentioned something which people may misconstrue when he said when we were looking at him, he said he
would like to see this people face to face, referring to the perpetrators and he said that he hasn't got peace with them.

Though this may be taken by other people up otherwise, but it is sending a message to the perpetrators of this atrocities
that what they did to the people should not be considered lightly.

Though I see that they did not care what has been done by the Truth Commission. They did not have a deep
consideration of what they have done. We therefor want to
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send word to them that they should listen that peace and reconciliation in this country, is solely dependent on them by
them taking everything serious.

They have injured and shattered people's lives whereby people have got to go on living with some bullets within their
bodies and this is something very serious.

And we therefor wish that the people who are responsible for all this should come forward on their own, so that this
Commission should make them see the people they did all these things to.

If they do not come forward, there is just no possibility of reconciliation. We therefor thank you for bringing forward
your testimony. We are going to look into all the things you have said to us.

And I will therefore ask you to take your seats.

--------------------

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
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DATE:23-09-1996 NAME: MR JOE JORDAN

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We thank every one. We think that the community of Duncan Village are time conscious, they respect
time and we find them seated already. We thank you for that. We are now going to ask Mr Joe Jordan to give his
submission to this Commission on behalf of the ANC.

And he has asked that he should portray a picture of the incidents that lead to this massacre in Duncan Village.

I am going to give him about 15 minutes to do his submission and thereafter we shall go back to listening to the
evidence of the witnesses who were directly affected who are the main people so over to you Mr Jordan.

We now hand over to Mr Jordan. I see by his submission is in English. You are aware that the vast majority of the
people in the audience will require you to accommodate them one way or the other in making your submission so that
they can follow it. Thank you very much. We welcome you and we give time over to you.

MR JORDAN: Thank you Chairperson, leaders of the various organisations, mothers and fathers, families present here
today and the victims as well.

This is going to be a submission of the ANC and its alliances. As mentioned earlier this submission has been

written in English, but I'm nog going to read it in English. I am going to say it in Xhoza and it is quite lengthy but I am
going to be brief as much as possible.
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I won't start from the day of the incident which is in 1985, I will start off by telling about the incidents prior to this
which lead to this actual occurrence.

The life in Duncan Village was a very difficult time. Most people in Duncan Village were aware of this and this people
originally came from West bank, Tsolo and the surrounding areas which have now been declared as Coloured areas.

That is where these people came from and then they were placed in Duncan Village. This was due to the laws of
oppression and discrimination and these people were removed forcefully without their consent.

The main weapon that was used by the Government was the Law of Section 10 which was laws by the Local
Government authority at the time whereby if people had visitors who were not residents of the Duncan Village, they had
to go to the police station to go and obtain a 24 hours permit so as to be in Duncan Village for 24 hours.

That is when members of the same family had to pay the lodgers' permit and if they failed to do so, they would be raided
by the Council police, because they would say they were not supposed to live with their parents.

As soon as they were beyond the age of 18, they had to leave their families.



This went on and people were being used and the community police were also used. There were also hostels specifically
the D-hostel which was fenced and whenever the men in the hostel had visitors who were females, these women would
be raided at two o'clock in the morning and we used to watch all this seeing the women jumping over fences being
chased by the police out of the hostel.
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And this is what hurt the community of Duncan Village and people were hurt by most of these.

Whilst looking at all this, it came about that there was a plan that Duncan Village was going to be removed to Mtansani
and this was not going to be done amicably.

There is an area called Ndwedwe where we would be told a day before we were taken away in trucks and removed to
Mtansani.

People in Duncan Village were aware of this because it had happened earlier. Because when they were removed to
Twonzana, they were taken to some unfinished houses so they were compelled to move to Mtansani once, then it when
trouble started.

Because people resisted this and then the policemen were used to force the people to move. The most hateful situation
was when people were being chased, old people, mothers, fathers being chased out of the location.

I can quote an incident where we are now told of people who are like Carl Lewis and this is how people used to run at
the time.

Running away from this laws of their past. This is a situation that was very bad because people were forced to pay more
rent, there were people who were living in one roomed places, two roomed houses and all this people had been told that
they were going to occupy this houses for 12 years and thereafter they would own the houses.

But this did not happened, they were compelled to pay R5-00 as rent. In the hostel people had to pay R35-00 for the bed
and they could not have any visitors from their

families. And this rent increased.

There were also no other facilities and services that
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these people were enjoying at the time despite all these payments.

And this was a bit to boost the revenue so as to pay the workers there. Some people were made to pay for nothing.

Considering now how people got accommodation, this was very painful because whenever the men died in a family, the
women would be told that she had no right to occupy that house and she had to be evicted.

These are the circumstances that surrounded the build-up of the tension in Duncan Village at the time. If one was a
female or had children and wanted accommodation, the only alternative for that person was to fall in love with one of



the officers so as to be able to get accommodation.

And they were compelled to love people even if they were not emotionally involved, so as to get this accommodation
that they so much needed.

REVD FINCA: We as the Commission, we know that all the things that are being said here remind the people of the
oppression that they went through and therefore the people would like to make an indication that what Mr Jordan is
saying is the truth, but we have a request as a Commission that we should respect this hearing by - even if we feel
exited, we may not show this and we should contain ourselves so that Mr Jordan should give his submission freely and
with respect as required by this hearing.

I am therefore going to ask people who may be having some comments, to hold their horses so that we don't find
ourselves in a situation which is like that of a riot and we should honour this Commission, I thank you for that. Could
you proceed Mr Jordan?
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MR JORDAN: Looking at the understanding of the people in as far as the political situation was concerned, the first
organisation that was established, was the Anti-removal Committee which held negotiations with the Councillors of the
time.

And later on another organisation that gave direction was the Trade Union, SAWU. And later on the UDF in 1983
followed by the Youth Organisation, the Residents' Association were also established and they were trying to give
direction to the community and this - all this turned on to a new leaf and the securities also decided to follow the leaders
of these organisations.

There were many people who were at the head of the security whose names we can mention, especially people in
Cambridge who used to follow the activists.

Their names are Captain Van Wyk who was well known, Minard was one of them who was known as Mbombo here in
Duncan Village, and many others who were there who used to make like difficult.

And when the situation changed in the Vaal Triangle - as we all known, that that is where the unrest started, when
people were resisting and Duncan Village could not disassociate itself from these activities and so it followed suit.

What made things very serious here in Duncan Village was the Cradock massacre where there was also the killing of the
Mtenge family which also made the people to be more disturbed.

Coming now to the Sunday when there was the funeral of

Victoria Mxenge people in Duncan Village also attended this funeral.
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On their way back from the funeral, there was a struggle and a problem. People in Duncan Village who had come from
being mishandled and they were students from Xsaxamba and Benisa schools where there had been students that had
been shot by the principal who used even the gas cylinder whilst he was trying to drive away students.



And these are the situations that made things very serious in Duncan Village.

That was when students were asking for the establishment of the RSC, parents' committees and principals were resisting
to this change and the policemen got involved, chasing all the students all over the township and it was the first time that
we saw hippos, caspers and students being chased by police dogs.

And it is only after the principals could not control the situation that they went back to the parents. Now coming back
from the Mxenge funeral, there had been many incidents prior to this and this funeral was an installation to the people.

And on Sunday afternoon when people alighted from the busses next to the rent office and the beer hall which were
under the Council, because private people were not selling the beer to the people and people were chanting freedom
songs but no one can tell what actually happened because I wouldn't know.

The first victim, the first place that was attacked was the rent office, followed by the beer hall, next to the rent office and
the house of the principal to Xsaxamba was also attacked

The police then were called to the scene and they came. They tried to scatter the crowd and then there was this
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direct confrontation between the people and the police.

In the morning, the following morning, it was a very difficult day in Duncan Village, because people decided to revenge
themselves, fighting against the Municipality Councillors and they burnt their houses but during this process not a single
person was killed.

None of the family members were killed, but they were driven out of the house before the house would be burnt down.

During the day there were road blocks all over the place. As the houses were burning, the South African Defence Force
and the Riot Unit joined and they did not ask anything they then started shooting at everyone wildly, be it a child, an
adult, whoever, they shot everyone that they came across in the street.

I cannot tell how many people died on that Monday. And on the other hand the community members were protecting
themselves and they had now stopped focusing on the Councillors but they were now focusing against anyone who was
a Government employee, they attacked the houses that belonged to the police and even those who were known as State
collaborators were also attacked.

And people were very furious because of the death of the community members and that is when hell went loose.

That is when people realised that they had to attack everyone who was a Government officer, it was in retaliation to the
death of the community members and then they started using petrol bombings, stoning, fighting and defending
themselves, and no one could get into Duncan Village at that time.

Whoever would be shot in Duncan Village, would die at
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the spot where there was the road block because they could not drive out to the hospital.



That is where most people died, and these are the people who could have survived, but because of the long wait they
died.

And so people were really outrageous because Duncan Village now had turned to a war zone and the soldiers were just
shooting wildly and randomly.

And when it became very difficult to take the injured people to hospital because whenever those who reached the
hospital, they would be arrested and those who were found with bullet wounds, were also arrested and the people in the
hospital themselves, had negative attitudes.

And I can mention the acting Superintendent who was Dr Hall, who had a very negative attitude towards the people and
he had good terms with (indistinct) who was at the security.

And he is the one who used to give information to the security and the security people would visit that person in hospital
and then the organisations decided to come together and see what they had to do and then they opened the Crisis Centre
which was centred in the Roman Catholic Church.

And they asked Revd Father Cornelius, who was at the head of the Church, they asked for assistance from Doctors who
were in sympathy, they asked for nurses who were in sympathy, to come and help so they were sent to this Crisis
Centre.

A lot of money was spent to buy the equipment to be used when taking out these bullets and also to give the

people some medical treatment, which was not available.

It was very difficult at the time to the Duncan Village DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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people. There were fighting, they were being shot - it was for the whole week that this continued and there were hippos
being driven up and down the streets.

The telephones were disconnected by the police because they were trying to ostracise the community of Duncan
Village. The electricity was also disconnected by the police.

There was looting as a result of all this. Yes, the people looted but the people who benefitted from the looting were the
police, because they were looting too.

In everything that happened, what hurt most was the shooting of an 18 month baby in C-section.

And his body could not be traced at the mortuary, because his body had been hidden.

Then there was the Military Base that was established where they used to sell jabolani and this made the shooting and
killing of people to become worse and worse, because the soldiers used to smear their faces with suit and in the morning
we would discover some dead bodies all over the place as a result of this.

We must say there were 31 people who died, but we cannot say this is the real death toll, it - there may be more people,
we are not sure that only 31 people were killed.

We were forced as organisations to defend ourselves. We agree that there were some victims amongst the people who
were not affected as such, but who were victims of circumstances, but because people were really outrageous we could
not protect this people.



There are those who were injured on our side. The submission of the ANC on this part says that we sympathise
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with the members of the Committee who found themselves victims of circumstances because of the misunderstanding
that occurred amongst the people.

There was confusion that was made by the Government employees and who tried to make the people quarrel against
each other and therefore some people were injured.

People who were innocent and we therefore ask for an apology to such people. But when we tried to disrupt everything
that was connected with the Government, we are not sorry about that, we were compelled to do so, because the
Government at the time was uncomprising and it was our enemy.

So we had to fight against it. There are several situations that we have not mentioned here in our submission which may
be revealed by the people as they make their own submissions or they give their evidence.

We could not make mention of those but all the things that affect this organisation, have been mentioned already and we
must say where weren't went wrong, we are asking for an apology.

Lastly, let me say there was a District Surgeon here in East London at the time named Dr Wingreen. I wouldn't like not
to mention the significant role he played at the time.

His name is Dr Wingreen. The way he handled the people at the time people went to see their dead people, he made
some appalling statements about the people.

He was very negative looking at the people who came from Duncan Village. We cannot forget him. Even the
Magistrates of the courts also mishandled the people who were arrested, who came from Duncan Village.

Even the courts, some people were charred and - because DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the courts were working together with the police and their soldiers. We cannot forget Fort Glamogen where people used
to be jailed and people would be woken up early in the morning at four o'clock, being ill treated, assaulted with batons,
we cannot forget to mention the warders of the prisons.

Where people were ill treated, assaulted right in jail. I cannot forget to mention the man Langman, who was actually Mr
Landman, who was the head of the Murder and Robbery in East London - who used to be present at the scene of the
killing.

And who used to follow all the activists in the company of other White men, they would knock at the doors and he
would not identify himself as Vido and people would open the door think that it was one of the people in the
neighbourhood.

Mr Chairperson, I cannot read this whole submission to you, but I feel I have mentioned most of the incidents. That is
how brief I am going to be, when I'm trying to give this image, but before I step down I would like to say the Duncan
Village community feels bad that after the Thursday incident of the killing and shooting of comrade Fenney, the people
there feel very uncomfortable and they feel they've got to reveal that.



I thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We don't normally clap in this Commission when we listen to submissions, but I think the people of
Duncan Village are doing well by clapping for the submission, because you have portrait a full picture that is very clear
to all of us. A picture of the Duncan Village situation at the time which is going to be of help to us as
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we listen to the stories that are going to be presented to us by the victims so that we should locate them within context.

I therefore, would say most people, and I am sorry to say this, most people whenever they are promoted by the people
and they occupy high positions, they tend to forget the people and have nothing to do with them, and even forget why
they were promoted to such positions.

We therefore thank you that you are family rooted in this community of Duncan Village. The way you have done your
submission indicates clearly that it is done by a person who is not just wavering in the air, but it is done by a person who
though in a high position, remains firmly rooted in the community where he belongs.

When I said you should say it briefly, and say it in Xhoza, I first thought that I was put you into some difficulty, but you
took this in a good heart and you were able to say it in a language that the people understand. Such that I feel you have
not made any omissions here.

Right enough, you have exceeded the time, but I must say you have done well and people have heard clearly what you
have had to say to this Commission.

We therefore thank you and thank the organisation that you're representing and what you have said to us, has given us
the clear context in which we are going to work in these two days we have here. We thank you for everything.

--------------------
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DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We are going to bring forward Ms Nomasonto Kumalo. You behaved well yesterday, the whole day and
even today. Now, this is the person next to the last one. I would like you to behave, because we started well, so we
should end this hearing well.

Can you please be quiet and we should give respect to the two people, thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like them to take an oath.

NOMASONTO KUMALO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Is the other lady going to swear, or is she just going to accompany you?

N KUMALO: No she can't speak.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. To you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Ms Nomasonto Kumalo. We thank you for coming here in front of this Commission
with three issues concerning you, Vuyelwa Kumalo and Nomakhosazana Kumalo.

Ms Maya is going to ask you questions

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like to greet you Ms Kumalo. You came, you brought a set story in front
of this Commission about your mother and your sister and you saw your house being burnt and you saw both of them
die.

They died in front of you. Can you please tell us about your family first.
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N KUMALO: Vuyelwa Edith Kumalo is my mother, she was a teacher here in Duncan Village.

MS MAYA: Can you please come nearer to the mike.

N KUMALO: Edith Vuyelwa Kumalo who was my mother, she was a teacher here in Duncan Village and it was her last
year before she pensioned. Nomakhosazana is my older sister, we all stayed together in our home, together with my
child and she was three years old at that time.

She is the one sitting next to me.

MS MAYA: Is your child Ayabulela?



N KUMALO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you any member of a political organisation at home?

N KUMALO: Yes, I was a member of a youth organisation in Duncan Village.

MS MAYA: What about your mother and your older sister?

N KUMALO: No, they were not involved, especially my mother.

MS MAYA: In the statement in front of us, we see that you are speaking of a feud between AZAPO and UDF and you
said your family was accused of being AZAPO members. Can you please tell us about that?

N KUMALO: At that time here in Duncan Village, if you see something wrong being done by the youth, something not
good for example, there was a tendency that if one was drunk, he was given OMO to drink and if you tried to stop
people from doing that, people were accusing you of being an AZAPO member.

Secondly I was called at the People's Court by my next door neighbours, Duraxaba was one of them, they called me to
the People's Court and they accused me of being an AZAPO member and in 1971 I had an affair with a member of the
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security.

There is a guy who said he's got information about me, and then I asked them how old was I in 1971, but they couldn't
answer me. All the people tried to stop this Mr Sizane was there in the People's Court and he said we are not there to
accuse someone about something she didn't do.

On another occasion while I was at work, there was a lady who came to me and she said to me, it was on Christmas Eve,
she said to me Nomasonto, your home is going to be burnt and I went home, I said to my mother she must take the
children together with her, my child and my sister's child, I told her to go home at her home.

MS MAYA: Without disturbing you, who was the lady who told you this?

N KUMALO; I think I should keep her name, I will say it privately.

MS MAYA: Okay.

REVD FINCA: People, I've already said that you've behaved yourselves yesterday and even today. This evidence,
although you are listening to it, is directed to us as the Commission and according to our law one has a right that if she
doesn't want to put someone's life in danger, she cannot say the word, she can say someone's name in private, so please
don't disturb our work, the Commission's work.

We have rules which we work under, so please allow us to follow those rules. If there is someone here who doesn't
accept that, it is that person's right to leave here, but now we have to give this witness the right.

MS MAYA: Without disturbing you, when you were told that your house is going to be burnt, did they burn it?

N KUMALO: No, they didn't burn it at that time. I asked
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this lady who are these people who are going to burn my house, she told me that she just heard that there was list of
people who which - their houses are going to be burnt and she said she saw (indistinct) and I went back home and told
my mother to go back home in Ndebe.

I came here to Duncan Village and I met Joe Jordan together with one other comrade and I told him that someone said
my home is going to be burnt and I can't stand this victimisation any more, I would go to the police and report this to the
police.

Joe said to me, told me not to go to the police. He said that people will accuse me if I go to the police.

MS MAYA: What happened in short?

N KUMALO: He called Dudunaba and he called him to the meeting in Duncan Village. Dudu asked me who told me
this and then I said I am not going to tell you who told me and he said that he didn't say this.

They told Dudu that if anything happened to my house, Dudu will have to answer that.

MS MAYA: Let us now come to the 4th of March 1986. What happened on that day?

N KUMALO: At night, on that day we were sleeping. While we were sleeping, my mother woke me up. She was woken
up by stones which were thrown to the house and we had to wake up. We were used to this, because people used to
break windows at my home, but we couldn't see who were these people.

I went outside on that day, I went to the lounge on that day and there was a confusion at that time, because all the
windows were thrown by the stones.

I went to the kitchen, I could smell the strong smell of petrol. The door couldn't open, it was locked. I said

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

5 N KUMALO

to my sister, Nomakhosazana, please open the door, so that they can come in.

MS MAYA: Why didn't the doors open?

N KUMALO: I don't know, even today. While we were still looking at this situation, I peeped through the window and I
saw many people and I could recognise some of them, because the live at the same street.

I also went to the back window and then I saw one with a petrol gallon, it is Maqotinala Xonti. I went to my mother's
room where my child was sleeping and I could see the fire.

The fire was in the same room in which my mother was sleeping. And my mother was hit by fire that time, and I took
the child to the lounge.

And the fire went through the house at that time, there were no burglar proofs fortunately, because they had to be
repaired. So I managed to go out with the window with my child.

I wrapped her with a duvet and then I came back, I left the child outside and the walls were falling down at that time and
then I met my mother, she was down at that time, near the door of the lounge and the fire was too strong at that time.



I looked for my sister, her hair was burning and I tried to take my sister out, and I succeeded to do that.

What surprised me is that my neighbours came and they tried to help us. But one of the neighbours - he was
complaining because he said that his house is going to be burnt too.

People tried to help us, they gave us water. I didn't know at that time that I was also burning. I tried to help
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my mother and they helped us, they gave us blankets, they wrapped us with the blankets, the neighbours tried to do that.

One of our neighbours who had a phone, and I am not going to mention the name, the neighbour phoned the ambulance
and the police.

MS MAYA: At the time you went out through the window, where were these people you saw outside?

N KUMALO: No, they were not there at that time.

MS MAYA: Did you know who were there? Did you know these peoples' names?

N KUMALO: Yes, I do. One of them is Maqotinala Xonti, the other one is Tandile Nombeko, the third one is Ringo
Fadele.

MS MAYA; Will you please raise your voice, because these names are being written here.

N KUMALO: Maqotinala Xonti, Tandile Nombeko the second one. And the third one is ringo Fadele.

MS MAYA: Are they still around now?

N KUMALO: Just because I'm not living here, I'm not staying here in Duncan Village, I'm not sure if they are still here.

MS MAYA: Were you taken to hospital?

N KUMALO: Yes, the ambulance came together with soldiers and they took us to the hospital. We slept over, on the
next day my mother died at nine o'clock in the morning. It was on Wednesday, on Friday my sister died.

MS MAYA: What about you and your child? Where were you?

N KUMALO: We were still in hospital at that time.

MS MAYA: For how long did you stay there?

N KUMALO: I stayed for three weeks and I had to ask the Doctors to discharge me because I wanted to prepare for the
funeral of my mother and my sister. My child stayed for two DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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months in hospital.

MS MAYA: Was the funeral peaceful?

N KUMALO: Yes, it was. The UDF members came to my house. They were trying to show us that they were not part of



what was happening. Secondly they asked for our permission to explain to my family what happened, but I would like
to apologise to the UDF members, because my family was bitter, my family was bitter at that time, they didn't agree,
they didn't want to give them, they didn't give them platform to try and explain.

We told them that the soldiers would beat everybody if the UDF members can make a speech at the funeral.

MS MAYA: The people you have mentioned, do you know which political organisation they belonged to?

N KUMALO: At that time everybody was a member of the UDF.

MS MAYA: After your home was burn, what happened to you and your child, where did you stay?

N KUMALO: We went to stay at my mother's home in Mnqesha where they were buried.

MS MAYA: Are you still living there?

N KUMALO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you working or were you a student at that time?

N KUMALO: I was working.

MS MAYA: Did you go back to work?

N KUMALO: No, I didn't.

MS MAYA: What happened?

N KUMALO: No, I couldn't go back to work. I used to have a part time job in King William's Town, even now I was
working for the IEC here in East London, I also worked for the Government in Bisho, but I've stopped.
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MS MAYA: Is this having anything to do with what happened at your home IN 1986?

N KUMALO: yes.

MS MAYA: I am sure that your life changed since you saw this. Can you please tell us what happened to you life after
you've witnesses all this?

N KUMALO: firstly I have a problem with my child because she doesn't understand what happened. She has many
questions and she doesn't really understand what happened to her.

She was a student in Thembasa one time, but now she is in De Vos Malan in King William's Town, because she came
back one other day and then she told me that she doesn't want to go to school because the other children at school they
laugh at her and today I want this people to see what they did to my child.

I want them to see how my child is today because of them.

MS MAYA: You said in your statement your child cannot concentrate at school as a result you had to take your child to
the class, to the special class for people with learning disabilities?



N KUMALO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other thing you want to say?

N KUMALO: What I can say is that I want to say to the Watson Brothers who were here in town at that time, the
comrades called them and the leader was Duranxaba. They wanted to know what was really happening in Duncan
Village.

And then they tried to explain, but they accused us of being witches and they said that my mother killed people. They
gave (indistinct) and then the comrades told them to
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leave us alone.

MS MAYA: When was this?

N KUMALO: It was in 1985, December 1985.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other thing you want to add?

N KUMALO: No, there is nothing.

MS MAYA: I'm sure that you have a request to the Truth Commission. Can you please tell us what is your request.

N KUMALO: My request to the Truth Commission is that I want this people to come forward. I don't have a grudge
with them, the reason is that while my mother was still in hospital, she prayed to God and she gave her life to God.

I think she forgave them, so I can't hold a grudge against them, because my mother didn't.

Secondly, I would like the Truth Commission to take care of my child, maybe if she can have plastic surgery.

MS MAYA: One thing I left, how old was your sister Nomakhosazana?

N KUMALO: She was 31 years old.

MS MAYA: Is that all you want to say?

N KUMALO: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will give this opportunity to the Chairman, maybe he's got questions.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Did Nomakhosazana have a child?

N KUMALO: Yes, the name of the child is Balisa.

REVD XUNDU: Is she at school?

N KUMALO: Yes, she is in De Vos Malan.

REVD XUNDU: Who looks after her?



N KUMALO: She lives with me, so I support her.

REVD XUNDU: So what do you say about this child to the Commission?

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

10 N KUMALO

N KUMALO: I also have a request about her.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Ms Kumalo, are you working at the moment?

N KUMALO: No, I am unemployed.

MR SANDI: Did you ever work before?

N KUMALO: Yes, the last job I was in Bisho in the Parliament.

MR SANDI: When did you stop?

N KUMALO: 1994.

MR SANDI: Did you have any other job?

N KUMALO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Ms Kumalo. I think your evidence reminded us that while we were still fighting for freedom,
there were mistakes we did at the time we were struggling.

There are things which happened that when we look back, we will feel embarrassed about them. We thank you for
reminding us in this Duncan Village hearing in such a powerful manner of those mistakes.

We thank you for clarifying that those who were leaders of people at that time, they tried to take action before this
Commission. They tried to come and ask for forgiveness on behalf of those who did this.

I think yesterday when Mr Jordan was submitting the report here, he touched on such events. He said that some of these
events were done by people who claimed to be members of the African National Congress, and he asked for forgiveness
for those things.

We thank you for reminding us towards the end of this hearing, that the Human Rights were not only violated by the
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oppressors, but within us, there were other people who were oppressing others.



Your requests will be taken into consideration and we will follow whatever we have to follow because our aim is that
we want South Africa to be peaceful and to have a better future.

Things like this, we want to make things like this not to happen again in this country. Thank you very much, we also
thank your daughter, who accompanied you so that we can see her.

You can now go back to your place and we will now call the last witness, which is Zuko Galela and after that we will
close the hearing.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-09-1996 NAME: SAKHILE MACWASHE

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We would now call Sakhile Macwashe and Griffiths Fivana and Nomfundu Daisy Dodo.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like you to take an oath. Sakhile, please stand up.

SAKHILE MACWASHE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Griffiths, please stand up.

GRIFFITHS FIVANA: (sworn states)

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Thank you, we welcome you and we'll give this opportunity to Ms Maya who will ask you
questions. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Sakhile, let me start with you. In August 1985, you were shot. You say you were
playing with children of your age group and you got shot by soldiers. How old were you at this time?

S MACWASHE: I think I was 15 years old if I still remember very well.

MS MAYA: What happened when the soldiers shot you?

S MACWASHE: We were playing and the soldiers came and shot us. Our mistake is that we ran away. My friends were
running away and I told them not to, but they ran away and they left me there alone.

While I was there alone, I asked myself why am I not running and then I ran and that was the mistake I did.

I went to the next door house, my next door house and I am not sure about the first bullet, but what I remember is
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that people were crying and they saw blood. They were saying blood, blood.

And I fell down while I was trying to stand up, I could feel another bullet passing through my stomach and I slept down
there and these boers came. They came next to me, they dug a hole and they wanted to put me in that hole.

MS MAYA: Who was digging this hole and where?

S MACWASHE: It was in Msimango in 1986.

MS MAYA: Who was digging the hole?

S MACWASHE: Can you please repeat?



MS MAYA: Who was digging the hole Sakhile?

S MACWASHE: It was these boers.

MS MAYA: Where in Msimango?

S MACWASHE: Next to the four roomed houses.

MS MAYA: Were there houses where they were digging this hole?

S MACWASHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Who took you from the place you fell?

S MACWASHE: These boers came and they took me because people were crying and they took me with their car to
hospital.

MS MAYA: The soldiers took you to hospital?

S MACWASHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: How much were you injured?

S MACWASHE: In my legs and my shoulders. In my forehead.

MS MAYA: Were these bullets taken out at the hospital?

S MACWASHE: Yes, in my leg.

MS MAYA: Do you still have any other bullets in your body?

S MACWASHE: I'm not sure, I can't say for sure.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay in the hospital?

S MACWASHE: I stayed for a long time there.
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MS MAYA: Can you please estimate how many weeks or months?

S MACWASHE: It was months, but I'm not sure how many.

MS MAYA: At this time you said you were 15 years old. Were you at school?

S MACWASHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Which standard were you?

S MACWASHE: I was in standard 3.

MS MAYA: Did you go back to school after you were shot?



S MACWASHE: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: Did you continue with your education?

S MACWASHE: Yes, but I dropped out at standard 5.

MS MAYA: When you were dropping out at school, does that have anything to do (tape ends) Do you still feel that you
have to see Doctors?

S MACWASHE: Yes, my head is not right, but I'm not going to any Doctors.

MS MAYA: What do you feel in your head?

S MACWASHE: My head is not, my memory is not good.

MS MAYA: But do you go to any Doctors?

S MACWASHE: No, I don't go to any Doctor.

MS MAYA: Do you have a reason for that, for not going to Doctors?

S MACWASHE: No, there is no reason for that.

MS MAYA: Do you need any help so that you can go back to a Doctor? Do you want to be helped so that you can go
back to the Doctor?

S MACWASHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: After you were discharged from the hospital, what happened to you?

S MACWASHE: After I was discharged from the hospital, the soldiers left a notice that the nurses should phone them.

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 S MACWASHE

MS MAYA: Where did this soldiers leave this message?

S MACWASHE: They left the message with the nurses.

MS MAYA: Did the nurses phone the soldiers?

S MACWASHE: No, they didn't phone them, but they just told me that that was the day for me to go home.

MS MAYA: When you arrived at home, what happened?

S MACWASHE: When they told me that I have to go home, I went, I did prepare myself and then I went home. When I
was arriving at home, I slept and the next day I went to visit a friend.

MS MAYA: Can we continue Sakhile?

S MACWASHE: Yes, please continue.

MS MAYA: In your statement you said that while visiting your friend you saw a hippo going to where you were



staying. What happened after that?

S MACWASHE: When - I was scared. I ran away and I ran into the house and they told me that the hippo doesn't want
me, it was just passing. It stopped near my house.

The soldiers wanted to see me and someone called me. I responded.

MS MAYA: Who was calling you?

S MACWASHE: The owner of the house called me. I went to the soldiers and they asked who I was. Before I answered
them, I asked them a question "what was the problem?"

While we were still arguing, I told them my name.

MS MAYA: What did they do to you after you told them who you were?

S MACWASHE: They said they are taking me with their hippo.

MS MAYA: Did they tell you where they are taking you to? Did they tell you why they want to go with you?
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S MACWASHE: I said to them I'm not going with them, because I didn't know where I was going. They just said I must
come with them and then I said to them they must tell the owner of the house where they are taking me, so that the
owner can tell my father where I was, but they didn't do that.

What they did, they tried to push me to the hippo and we struggled, because I didn't want to go with them.

MS MAYA: Did you go to the hippo with them?

S MACWASHE: Yes, I did because they all struggled with me, taking me with them to the hippo. They drove around
the township and then they went with me to the C-Section, but unfortunately they were looking for a certain number, but
they asked a man who just arrived at this Section.

They also took that man and they assaulted him. While they were doing that to that man, they wanted him to say that he
is an informer to tell people that he is an informer, because at that time, if you were found to be an informer people were
burning you.

MS MAYA: What happened after that?

S MACWASHE: After that they said that they - that man must go out, but he couldn't because the door was high and
they kicked him out while the hippo was still moving.

MS MAYA: Do you know what happened to that man?

S MACWASHE: No.

MS MAYA: Do you know who the man was?

S MACWASHE: No, I don't. It was the first time I met him.

MS MAYA: What happened to you after they drove around the township, where did they take you to?



S MACWASHE: They took me to Fleet Street police station
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and they took my finger prints and then I told them that I didn't do anything, why should they take my finger prints. That
is where they started kicking me, they forced me, they forced to take my finger prints and they were assaulting me at
that time.

MS MAYA: Do you remember any soldiers or policemen who were there?

S MACWASHE: No, I don't remember any.

MS MAYA: What happened in Fleet Street, how long did you stay there?

S MACWASHE: They took me to Westbank the next day. In Fleet Street they gave me a porridge and I didn't know
what was within that porridge, it looked dirty.

MS MAYA: Let us continue Sakhile. In your statement you said that you were not charged, but you just stayed in prison
for 9 months, is that so?

S MACWASHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to you?

S MACWASHE: They released me because they said I was not charged. They didn't find me guilty. I went once in court
and they didn't find me guilty.

MS MAYA: Did you have any lawyer?

S MACWASHE: I don't remember.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to ask from this Commission, except the request that you want to be helped to go
back to the Doctors, do you have any other request?

S MACWASHE: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: What is your request?

S MACWASHE: My request is that I want the Commission to do anything for me what it can - it can do anything for
me.

MS MAYA: I'll give this opportunity to the Chairperson.
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REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. Do you get any pension?



S MACWASHE: No, I don't.

REVD XUNDU: Did you apply for it?

S MACWASHE: No.

REVD XUNDU: Are you employed?

S MACWASHE: No, I'm unemployed.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have a wife and children?

S MACWASHE: No, I don't.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Macwashe. We will now call on Mr Fivana.

MS MAYA: Mr Fivana, can you hear me?

G FIVANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: In August 1985, you said you were shot here in Duncan Village by the soldiers of the South African
Defence Force. You said you were amongst the people who were toyi-toying. What really happened?

G FIVANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Please come nearer to the mike so that we can hear you.

G FIVANA: Yes, I was one of the people who were toyi-toying.

MS MAYA: Do you remember what was happening at that day?

G FIVANA: Yes, at that time, it was a very difficult time. We were toyi-toying and the soldiers were shooting us.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any political organisation or were you active in politics?

G FIVANA: Can you please repeat your question?

MS MAYA: Were you a member of a political organisation around the township or did you play any part in politics at
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that time?

G FIVANA: I was not a member, but I was under ANC.

MS MAYA: What happened when you were shot?

G FIVANA: We were toyi-toying on that day.

MS MAYA: Where were you? Where were you exactly?



G FIVANA: We were here in Dunga.

MS MAYA: Do you still remember the date here in August?

G FIVANA: No, I don't. I just remember the day.

MS MAYA: Which day was it?

G FIVANA: It was on Tuesday.

MS MAYA: Was it this Tuesday of the first week when this unrest started here in Duncan Village?

G FIVANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where did the soldiers shoot you?

G FIVANA: They shot me all over my body - my legs, my hands.

MS MAYA: Did you go to hospital?

G FIVANA: No, I didn't, because at that time when you went to hospital, the soldiers were taking you to prison so that's
why I didn't go to hospital. Just went to the clinic here in Dugashe.

MS MAYA: When did you go to the clinic, was it the same day? When did you go to the clinic?

G FIVANA: I went to the clinic on the next day, the day after I got shot.

MS MAYA: Did you sat with these bullets in your body?

G FIVANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: And then what happened?

G FIVANA: I went to the clinic and they gave me medicine to apply to the places where I was shot. They just said the
bullets will just come out, that didn't happen.

I stayed and I could feel the pellets in my body, my
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body was in pain and then in September I went to Transkei where I was admitted at Tafalofefe hospital, they removed
the three pellets in my body. And other bullets, I just removed them myself with a blade.

MS MAYA: What happened in Tafalofefe in Transkei? Do you have any relatives there?

G FIVANA: No, there is no one I know in that place but because I was afraid of going to prison, I went to Transkei..

MS MAYA: Mr Fivana, at the time you were shot, were you employed?

G FIVANA: No, but I just used to get one day jobs.

MS MAYA: After you were shot, did your life go back to the normal way?



G FIVANA: No, I didn't feel, I'm still not feeling all right at this present moment.

MS MAYA: Are you employed now?

G FIVANA: No.

MS MAYA: Do you have a family - wife and children?

G FIVANA: Yes, I do have a wife and a child.

MS MAYA: Did you make any claim or did you get any money?

G FIVANA: No, I didn't claim.

MS MAYA: Did you get any other help or help from the Government?

G FIVANA: No.

MS MAYA: What supports you with your family?

G FIVANA: I just live with the one day jobs to support my family.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other thing you want to raise in front of this Commission?

G FIVANA: The request I would like to make to this
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Commission, I want the Commission to help me since I'm unemployed.

MS MAYA: In what way?

G FIVANA: Firstly I'm suffering and I can't even support myself. I can't buy clothes for myself because I'm
unemployed and I can't even support my child.

MS MAYA: How old is your child?

G FIVANA: My child is 9 months old.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other request?

G FIVANA: I would like the Commission to help me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Fivana, I'll give this opportunity to the Chairman - maybe he's got questions to ask you.
Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Now, June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mr Fivana? Can you hear me?

I just have one more question, that is whereabouts exactly were you when you were shot? You say you were toyi-toying,
but in what area, what part of Duncan Village?



G FIVANA: I was shot here in Dunga Street.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Ntsikelelo Sandi?

MR SANDI: Mr Fivana, on this day you were toyi-toying in the street, what time was it?

G FIVANA: It was early in the morning.

MR SANDI: How did you know that there was going to be a toyi-toyi? Did you just see people toyi-toying or were you
called by someone?

G FIVANA: Everybody was toyi-toying at that time.

MR SANDI: Were there any other people who were injured at that time?

G FIVANA: Yes, there were many other people who were
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injured.

MR SANDI: Do you know any people you know who was shot at that time?

G FIVANA: No, I don't know these people. There is no one I can say I know.

MR SANDI: In Pefferville Clinic - on the day you went there, what happened in the clinic?

G FIVANA: We went there to the clinic, I was not the only one. There were also others who went with me.

The nurse who was there was on duty, treated us. He just applied a red ointment to our wounds.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Fivana. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Fivana and Mr Macwashe who had to leave. I think, your testimony or your evidence
would help us to clarify what happened on the day people were shot and people were injured, others were killed in the
massacre which continued for three days.

Thank you for your evidence which you brought forward because your evidence is important and it gives clarity to what
happened at that time.

Your requests which you brought forward to this Commission, we will look at them and we will forward them to the
President who is going to see what he can do.

Thank you very much and we also thank Mr Sakhile Macwashe, wherever he is now. Thank you, you can now go back
to your place.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24-09-1996 NAME: MIKE MAKEKE

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Michael Makeke, Joyce Wili and Nomathemba Grey.

REVD XUNDU: Let me swear them in Mr Chairperson. Michael Makeke, can you please stand up.

MICHAEL MAKEKE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Joyce Wili.

NORETSE JOYCE WILI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Nomathemba Grey.

NOMATHEMBA GREY: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Honourable Chairperson, they are sworn in.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you. We are going to hand over to June Crichton, who is going to ask questions.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me?

M MAKEKE: No.

MS CRICHTON: It is my fault, I wasn't switched on.

INTERPRETER: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Good. You're comfy? Mr Makeke, you were shot on the 16th of August by the South African police.
Would you tell us what happened please?

M MAKEKE: On that particular date, on the 16th of August in 1985, I was on my way from work. That happened in
front of my yard, in front of my home.

MS CRICHTON: You were working at the time. Where were you working?

M MAKEKE: I was working at Quigney Hamlong Electrical.

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 M MAKEKE

MS CRICHTON: Now your statement says that the bullet hit you on your right lower leg, is that correct?



M MAKEKE: That's correct.

MS CRICHTON: And where else were you, did you have bullets. In what other area?

M MAKEKE: Behind on my knee cap.

MS CRICHTON: You were then taken to hospital. Which hospital were you taken to?

M MAKEKE: It was Frere Hospital.

MS CRICHTON: On the way, something happened, what was that?

M MAKEKE: My brothers took me, while my brothers were taking me to the hospital, we met a police casper where
policemen asked me what happened and I told them what happened.

And they slapped me across the face.

MS CRICHTON: For what reason did they do that?

M MAKEKE: I don't' know the reason.

MS CRICHTON: Did they say anything to you?

M MAKEKE: Nothing, they said nothing.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know who they were at all, do you recognise any of them?

M MAKEKE; I don't know them because it was late in the evening.

MS CRICHTON: Your statement says that you had to spend some time in hospital as a result of all of this, another
hospital, is that correct?

M MAKEKE: Yes, I spent three weeks at a hospital.

MS CRICHTON: And then when you returned to you place of employment, you were dismissed immediately?

M MAKEKE: That's correct.

MS CRICHTON: Did they give you a reason why you were
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dismissed?

M MAKEKE: I was never given any reason for my dismissal.

MS CRICHTON: Did you ever consult an attorney about what had happened to you?

M MAKEKE: I didn't consult an attorney because I spent six months in Queenstown because I burnt my clothes since
they were full of blood and at home they just decided that I am insane, so I stayed for six months in Queenstown, I
didn't get a chance to go to the lawyers.

MS CRICHTON: Do you feel that it helped you, that hospital? Did it help you, do you feel that you are well now?



M MAKEKE: Yes, I think I'm well now.

MS CRICHTON: Are you on medication?

M MAKEKE: Yes, I'm taking treatment.

MS CRICHTON: Right, is there anything else you want to tell us before I ask you what your request is to the
Commission?

M MAKEKE: What kind of request?

MS CRICHTON: Do you want the ask the Commission to recommend to the President anything specific for yourself
and your family?

M MAKEKE: Yes, there is something that I would to request.

MS CRICHTON: Carry on.

M MAKEKE: I wish that the Commission as I sustained injuries on my leg and I won't be able to get employment again,
at least the Commission should be of assistance to me.

MS CRICHTON: Do you mean by means of a disability grant, pension?

M MAKEKE: I am getting a pension.

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 M MAKEKE

MS CRICHTON: So you are looking for some form of compensation, is that what you are saying?

M MAKEKE: I request that the Commission should assist me and my child so that my child can go to school and the
other thing, the Commission should try to investigate this case and the soldiers who shot me and I will never be able to
get employment again. And at least the Commission should be of assistance to me.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Makeke, how old is your child?

M MAKEKE: My child is 13 years old.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Makeke, I hand you back now to the Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Makeke, how much time did you spend in Queenstown?

M MAKEKE: I went to Queenstown, it was December 1985, I came back in 1986, which was the following year. I
spend six months in all.

MR SANDI: When you went back to your place of work, do you mean that they, do you say that they dismissed you?

M MAKEKE: Yes, that's correct.

MR SANDI: You say you were working at Hamlong Electrical. Did they give you any reasons for your dismissal?



M MAKEKE: No, they didn't give my anything, they just told me that there is no job for me. Somebody else is there to
replace me.

MR SANDI: Is there any place where you happened to get employment after that?

M MAKEKE: No, I'm just doing some part-time work.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much, Mr Makeke. We are going DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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to call upon Joyce Wili.

MS CRICHTON: Hallo Mr Wili, can you hear me? You can? Thank you for coming today. You are here to tell us about
what happened on the 11th of August to Goodboy Wili, your son.

NJ WILI: On the 11th of August I was at Galine with Goodboy's father. We heard some gunshots outside, while we
were still there, we heard some teargas.

We decided to go outside so that we can get shot. But when we were going out another canister was right at the door, we
were the first to run away with the child.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you say that the cause of Goodwill's death was the fumes of that teargas, is that
correct?

NJ WILI: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: You were not affected yourself, you and your husband as you ran away?

NJ WILI: We were also affected and the child also, but the child is much younger than us. We are not the same, we are
not affected the same.

MS CRICHTON: Now you say that you went to some attorneys in Pefferville, and that you don't remember their names.
Are these attorneys still at Pefferville?

NJ WILI: At Pefferville I was called since my child was affected by this teargas, I was called to explain what was
happening. We were told that an attorney from Gauteng is coming to take this kind of, to listen to this kind of
explanation.

MS CRICHTON: Did you actually go to court?

NJ WILI: No, I didn't go to the court.

MS CRICHTON: And when these people came, you spoke to
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them, the people from Gauteng and told them what had happened?

NJ WILI: Yes, I told them.

MS CRICHTON: And you have not heard anything since then?

NJ WILI: I heard nothing from them since then.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything else that you want to tell us about that event particularly?

NJ WILI: I didn't put it in my statement, my child didn't die on that particular day.

MS CRICHTON: Explain further for me please. What happened then?

NJ WILI: We took him to the hospital. I explained the whole incident. The Doctor examined him, he gave him some
cough mixtures.

We went back home.

MS CRICHTON: You went back home with the baby?

NJ WILI: We went back home, but that night we couldn't sleep because he was coughing. I had to take him back again
to the Frere Hospital. He was examined again, his body was swollen and the feet were swollen and he was admitted.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know the name of the Doctor who was treating him?

NJ WILI: I don't know the name of the Doctor, but he is one of the casual Doctors.

MS CRICHTON: Would you recognise him if you saw him?

NJ WILI: Yes, I can recognise him, but I'm not sure if he is still there, because he was a little bit old then.

MS CRICHTON: How long then was it before Goodwill died?

NJ WILI: The whole thing happened on a Monday and then we went to the hospital on a Tuesday. I went back again on
a Wednesday. He was still alive in the morning on that
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Wednesday, it was seven o'clock.

Twelve o'clock, midday I went there again, I was told that he died later that afternoon.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Wili, is there anything particular you want to ask the Commission to recommend to the President
for you?

NJ WILI: Yes, I would like, I would request that an investigation should be done concerning the death of my child.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Ms Wili.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Ms Wili, we are going to call upon Ms Nomathemba Grey.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Grey, can you hear me?



N GREY: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Grey, you are here to tell us about the murder of your brother.

N GREY: That's correct.

MS CRICHTON: Fudusile Grey?

N GREY: That's correct.

MS CRICHTON: And he was shot in front of a neighbour's shack in August of 1985. Would you tell us what happened
please.

N GREY: Yes. I was on my way from work. He was also coming from work, he was not there for the whole day.

When I arrived at Ngaleni I told that we must go to Pumelani. He refused, we slept there. Early in the morning, he left to
see the others. I also went to see other women in the same area.

I was called, I was told that he was shot. I went to the scene. I saw him, he was on the bed. He was shot under the left
nipple.
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He was dead already. I went to tell my sister. I went to catch a taxi to see my sister. We went back home.

My brothers were not there yet. They came and they left again. I don't even know the mortuary where he was taken to, I
don't know that mortuary.

MS CRICHTON: Are you all right, can I proceed now? Can you tell me about the funeral now?

N GREY: We wanted to take him for the funeral. They refused, they said he was going to be buried with others.

MS CRICHTON: Who is they, who refused?

N GREY: The people from that mortuary, the people of that mortuary, they refused. They said he was going to be
buried at Siponsani at Duncan Village.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Grey, you were working at this time. Where were you working?

N GREY: I was working for the BMW company.

MS CRICHTON: And they gave you time off. Did you go back to work there again?

N GREY: Yes, I did. I did go back to work.

MS CRICHTON: Are you still working there?

N GREY: No, I am unemployed at the moment.

MS CRICHTON: Did you at any time approach any attorneys to lay a civil claim?



N GREY: No, I didn't approach any attorney.

MS CRICHTON: Were you contacted to attend any inquest?

N GREY: No, there was no case.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Grey is there anything more you want to tell me about the actual incident? If not, then you can just
go to tell us how you feel you would like the Commission to assist you.

N GREY: I request that the Commission should help me in DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the upbringing of his child.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Ms Grey. I am sorry that we had to stir these memories, but it is important that we do.

REVD FINCA: Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Ms Grey, what was Fudusile doing. Was he working at the time?

N GREY: Yes, he was working for the SABAT.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: How old is this child Ma'am?

N GREY: He is 12 years old, he is doing standard 3.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much for the three of you Mr Makeke, Ms Wili and Ms Grey for the evidence that you
were giving us. You can go back to your places.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 23-09-1996 NAME: XOLISWA MAKHULUPHALA

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: Makhuluphala is the next witness. Thembisa Tifi will be the next followed by Phumla Wokona.

XOLISWA MAKHULUPHALA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

T TIFI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

PHUMLA WOKONA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I've sworn them in Mr Chairman, thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you to this Commission and we ask that you should relax whilst you give your evidence to
this Commission. Ms Maya is going to lead you.

MS MAYA: I thank you Chairperson. Ms Makhuluphala and Thembisa I want you to be clear about the fact that the
evidence we have here is from you, but because Thembisa is here, she is going to talk on her own, is that the case?
Thembisa, are you going to give evidence?

T TIFI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Mrs Makhuluphala, do you have any additional information?

MS MAKHULUPHALA: Yes, there may be those that he could have left out.

MS MAYA: Thembisa, according to the evidence here in front of us, you were shot on the 11th of August in 1985, shot
by the soldiers and you sustain serious injuries. How old were
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you at the time?

T TIFI: I can't remember how old I was at the time.

MS MAYA: When were you born?

T TIFI: I was born in 1976.



MS MAYA: What were you doing at the time you were shot and where were you?

T TIFI: At the time I was shot, I was coming from school and we were the last group to go out of school. There were
three of us. It was my brother and someone else from our neighbourhood and myself. And as we were walking we
scattered to different directions and somewhere I just saw a casper that was parked.

MS MAYA: Just a minute - could you come closer to the microphone.

T TIFI: And after crossing the Douglas and was near my home, there was a casper parked somewhere and I - that did
not disturb me because I was dressed in my school uniform and I had a hope that nothing would happen to me. But as
soon as I crossed the line, I heard a sound and I ran away - passed my home because I was shocked.

It is after some time that I noticed that I was bleeding from the face and here on front, what I did was - I didn't know
where to go and I could feel that I was getting weak.

And after some time I met some comrades who asked where was my home. I don't know how I directed them and I lost
consciousness and to regain it at my home. Then one of the neighbours took me to hospital and I was feeling very weak.

On the way we met several people who were injured and there were no taxi's so we had to walk all the way and in the
forrest we couldn't go further because the farmers were
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not allowing people to walk there.

And I lost consciousness once more and I regained my consciousness when I was in hospital where the nurses attended
to me.

They washed the blood from my body and they said there was no serious injury, but I was swollen. My face and arms
were swollen and they discharged me.

After some time my body was still swollen, my face was swollen and was turning greenish. I didn't say anything to my
parents, but I couldn't eat and this went on for quite some time.

And the swelling subsided, but there was still this green mark on my face.

MS MAYA: Could we go back a little bit. At the time - what time was it when they shot you?

T TIFI: I went out of school at - after lunch which was at about one o'clock.

MS MAYA: Now you say, because there was no transport at the time, people carried you and you walked all the way to
hospital. What time did you get to the hospital?

T TIFI: I just can't remember what time we reached hospital.

MS MAYA: How long were you in hospital?

T TIFI: I was there for some time and I didn't get treatment, they just washed me and discharged me.

MS MAYA: Could you go ... (intervention)

T TIFI: I was not in hospital for a long time, they just washed me and put me on bandages.



MS MAYA: They did not admit you? What hospital was that?

T TIFI: No, it was the Frere hospital.

MS MAYA: Did they take out the bullets from your body?
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T TIFI: Yes, they did, but some of them remained within my body and they could not take them out. But, and I was
under the impression that they had taken all the bullets out, but I noticed in 1987 that I still had some bullets in my
body.

MS MAYA: How did you notice that?

T TIFI: I saw them, I still feel some of the bullets within my body. And I told the nurses who used to come to the school
and I would frequently go to the hospital and some of them were extracted, but I still feel that I still have some bullets
within my body.

And I have gone to hospital several times and I have told the Doctors that I still have the bullets, but they told me - they
ask me why I have this bullets for 10 years within my body.

I have explained to them that this bullets are getting into the tissues the longer they are within the body.

MS MAYA: What hospital is this?

T TIFI: This is the Frere hospital.

MS MAYA: At the time you were shot, you were 11 years old. What standard were you?

T TIFI: I was in standard 3.

MS MAYA: Did you go back to school to further your studies?

T TIFI: Yes, I did though I had stayed for 2 years out of school.

MS MAYA: What is your highest qualification?

T TIFI: My highest educational qualification is standard 10.

MS MAYA: How has this shooting affected your health?

T TIFI: I would say this shooting is still causing problems to me - physically because several times if I have

to lift some heavy objects, I feel a pain in my arms and
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some other times they get swollen and when it is cold, I feel some pain on my head.



MS MAYA: Do you perhaps have any wish or requests to forward to this Commission?

T TIFI: Yes, I have. I would like this Commission to make means that I should consult Doctors who are going to be able
to extract bullets that are still within my body.

MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say?

T TIFI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Ms Makhuluphala, do you perhaps have any additional information?

MS MAKHULUPHALA: No, I don't have any. No, I've got nothing more to say.

MS MAYA: We thank you. We are now going to hand you over to the Chairperson for in case there is anyone who
would like to pose a question to you.

REVD FINCA: Over to you June Crichton.

JUNE CRICHTON: Can you hear me Thembisa? Can you hear me? I have two questions for you. In your statement you
say that you were at your front door when you were shot. Did you see anybody when that happened, did you see a
vehicle or did you see any person that you actually saw shooting?

T TIFI: As I said earlier, after I had gotten to the yard, I looked and saw a casper that was parked in front of our house
and thereafter I heard some gunshots.

JUNE CRICHTON: Thank you, that's the one question, the other question is, just to ask you and perhaps your mother,
whether you still at Frere hospital where they have said that they should remove those bullets, is it the same file that
you've been using ever since that shooting incident?

Is it the same file, is it a thick file?
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T TIFI: It isn't the same, but I explained to them when this incident occurred and they looked for the old file and found
it, but they asked me to open a new file.

JUNE CRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Do you work?

T TIFI: Yes, I am employed.

REVD XUNDU: Where do you work?

T TIFI: I am a security.

REVD XUNDU: Do you think that this incident and your injury could have been the cause for you to leave school?

T TIFI: I wouldn't say that, but there was no one to pay for my education, but I had intentions to look for work and pay
for my education.

I tried to do that, but I couldn't get employed because they would send me to get a medical examination after the



shooting and then I would get a bad report and they would state that I was not having good health.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ever get any assistance in the form of a grant, disability grant?

T TIFI: No, but my parents went to some place ... (tape ends) tell us about, only about meetings.

MS MAY: I would like Phumla to come closer to the mike. I greet you Phumla. You say in August 1985, you were here
in Duncan Village where you were staying and you were shot at that time. What happened to you?

P WOKONA: It was late, around seven and I heard people singing outside. I also went there, I joined them.

While we were still singing near the road, there were no soldiers, we couldn't see any soldiers. They were just passing
through.

When we saw them, we heard shots, firing to us and we
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all ran to houses. Unfortunately I was shot at that time. I was shot in my thigh and the bullet exited through the buttocks.

I cried and I saw one comrade next to me and he tried to take me home, but I couldn't lift my leg at that time. He took
me home and at home people came to see me because they heard that someone was shot.

There was no transport for me to go to the hospital at that time. Someone went to look for a car for me and I was taken
to the hospital.

They saw that the bullet stayed in my buttocks, it didn't stay in my thigh. I was treated in the hospital, but they
discharged me because the hospital was full.

I came back home and they told me that I should go every day in the morning for dressings, because my thigh was
swollen at that time.

I couldn't even go to the toilet at that time, because my buttocks was so swollen. I continued with the treatment, I used
to go to the hospital for dressings. That took me almost a month.

Because I was suffering and there was no transport for me to go to the hospital, they asked me whether is there any
clinic nearby and I told them that there is no clinic nearby, because they were all burnt down.

They gave me dressings so that I could dress myself at home. I also went for check-ups at the hospital.

And three months passed and I continued with my treatment. I saw, when I saw that I was able to walk I stopped the
treatment. While I was going to the treatment at the hospital, when we met these SADF, when they see the bandage in
you, they wanted to shoot you again or to beat
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you or to kick you.



They just wanted to do that. It is worse if you had the bandage on.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the date in August when you were shot?

P WOKONA: No, I don't remember the date, but it was the first week.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the day?

P WOKONA: No, I don't remember the day, I forgot everything.

MS MAYA: How old were you at this time?

P WOKONA: I was 18 years old.

MS MAYA: Were you a student?

P WOKONA: We were on strike at school, we were not going to school at that time.

MS MAYA: Did you go back to school after you were shot?

P WOKONA: Yes, I did. I did go to school and I passed my matric.

MS MAYA: How did this affect your health?

P WOKONA: My leg is so painful and I can't stand up for a long time.

MS MAYA: Are you working?

P WOKONA: No, I'm unemployed.

MS MAYA: Does your unemployed situation have something to do with your shooting?

P WOKONA: No, but I don't think that I'll be able to work in a factory, because I don't, I can't stand for a long time. My
leg gets tired very easily. I can't work in a factory.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other, do you have a request in front of this Commission?

P WOKONA: Yes, I do. My request is that I want to continue with my education. Since I can't stand up for a long time
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I want to continue with my education and I am unable to know the damage which happened to me. I just want to be
treated more medically.

MS MAYA: How far did you go with your education?

P WOKONA: I passed matric.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other thing to say, to add to what you have already said?

P WOKONA: No, I think that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Phumla, I will give this opportunity to the Chairman so that if there are any questions to be



asked, they can ask you - thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mcebisi?

REVD XUNDU: I would like to ask whether you get a pension due to this - did you apply for any pension?

P WOKONA: No, I didn't.

REVD FINCA: Ntsikelelo Sandi?

MR SANDI: Phumla, did you ever go to any lawyers for advice?

P WOKONA: No, I didn't because at home, we were suffering, there was only one person who was working.

MR SANDI: Thank you Phumla. Thank you Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thembisa and Phumla and Thembisa's mother, we would like to thank you for the evidence you gave in
front of the Commission.

We know that the youth took part and that helped South Africa. The youth took part in the struggle and you came in
front of this Commission while you are still young and your life has been destroyed.

The Commission can see more specially in Thembisa that he was only 11 years old when the incident happened.

The police and the soldiers then they said that they were giving security, they said that they were protecting
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people, so that they cannot be injured and in the process of doing that they destroyed a life of an 11 year old boy.

We noted what you've put in front of this Commission and we salute you for you courage. We salute you for your
determination.

What you've said, your requests, the Commission will try to put them in front of the President so that he can answer. We
thank you for all your evidence and we would like you to go to your seats. Thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE:23-09-1996 NAME:BUYISILE RYAN MAPISA

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: I would like to call Buyisile Mapisa to come forward.

We welcome you Mr Buyisile Mapisa.

BR MAPISA: Thank you Reverend.

REVD FINCA: We would like to thank you for coming forward with your story. Revd Xundu will take your oath and
we will give this opportunity to Mr Sandi who will ask you questions. Over to you Revd Xundu.

BUYISILE RYAN MAPISA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir.

MR SANDI: Mr Mapisa, I would like to greet you my friend this afternoon and I would thank to take this opportunity
that on this day of the hearings here in Duncan Village, which the Truth Commission is trying to investigate and to get
out the truth of what was happening here, I am so glad that you are one of the people who are here to testify.

In short, Mr Mapisa, if one reads your statement, your story begins from 1975 until 1988 where you were arrested now
and again and you got injured there. You were tortured during this time.

And one of the injuries is a nervous breakdown, back pain, loss of memory and other things. You will say to us firstly -
will you please tell us in short what is your current occupation?

BR MAPISA: I am the Executive Director of the Culture

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 BR MAPISA

Project. I am organising cultural events here in East London.

MR SANDI: Let us now go back to 1975 when all this started. In 1975, you said you were doing standard 9 and you
were a member of organisations. Can you please tell us from that time, from 1975.

BR MAPISA: In 1975, I joined BPC and SASO also in 1975. In 1983, I was a member of UDF.

MR SANDI: Even if, it doesn't matter if you didn't mentioned all the organisations, you said in 1977 you were arrested
and detained for three months at Westbank. Can you please tell us in details what happened in prison? Who did what to
you?

BR MAPISA: At the time I was arrested, I was taken to Cambridge, I was arrested by a security. The South African
Police, the security police of South Africa. In Cambridge I was tortured there.



I was arrested together with my comrades. We were alleged that we are people who are members of the banned
organisations, and they mentioned the BPC and they mentioned the ANC, the SACP at that time.

They said that we are trying to continue with the movements of the banned organisations.

They said that we are terrorists.

MR SANDI: Without cutting you Mr Mapisa, can you please give us details, full details when you were tortured there in
prison in 1977?

BR MAPISA: In prison I was tortured and I was beaten seriously. The person who was a Captain at that time, I
mistakenly said it was Van Wyk, but it was Captain Schooling.
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While he was beating me together with other Special Branch, Mr Mbuwana and Mr Matoti and Mpumelelo Mandliwa
and Mfazwe, the Special Branch which was Mfazwe and the one named Madikizela. All this people, they were beating
me, because they wanted me to write down statements.

They suffocated me, they suffocated me and they put a punching bag on my head so that I couldn't breath.

On that time, they were busy beating me, kicking me and they even subjected me to electric shocks in my hands and in
my feet.

In all this I didn't do what they wanted me to do and they continued torturing me. There was a time when Schooling
arrived. Because he discovered that I didn't write what he wanted me to write, he pulled me with my bed and he
continued beating me up but still I didn't do what they wanted me to do.

They subjected me to a thing called "horse riding" and now it is called "boeing", it is known as "boeing". They would
handcuff me and tie my hands to my feet and hang me with a pole.

As I am handcuffed, they would hang me with a pole that would allow me to swing beneath it.

I will just keep on swinging beneath it and they were beating me all the time.

I was just swinging up and down. They were kicking me and they were beating me at that time. It is one of the things I
didn't mention when I was submitting my statement, that after all that they did to me, I was in Frere Hospital, it was the
second day.

I had a blackout, I didn't know who took me to the hospital and when did I go there.
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The Doctor who treated me said to me he will look at this matter, he will try to investigate. Because I didn't know what
happened to me.

After a long time I went back there to the policemen. When I returned to them, the took me to Westbank and they put



me to a single cell, I was alone in that cell for all this time.

After a long time because we didn't write what they wanted me to write, they ended up charging us with a charge that
we are terrorists and we are continuing with the activities of the banned organisations.

But there was a help, we got help from a lawyer, Mr Mxenge, he was still alive at that time. He was our attorney.

MR SANDI: You are speaking of Mr Griffiths Mxenge?

BR MAPISA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you go to court and were you charged?

BR MAPISA: Yes, we did go to that court and we were found innocent and then we went home because we wee not
charged.

MR SANDI: In your statement Mr Mapisa, you said that after that there was another incident where you were in prison?

BR MAPISA: Yes, there is.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us what happened when you were arrested in 1979?

BR MAPISA: In 1979 when I was arrested, I was arrested together with Mandla and our late comrade Mzwanele Fazzie.
We were arrested because they wanted us to say that we are involved with the underground movements of the ANC at
that present moment.

We were arrested because there were pamphlets we were
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distributing, but they wanted us to say that we are members of the ANC and even those pamphlets we were distributing
we did that because we were members of the ANC.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us about the pamphlets you were distributing?

BR MAPISA: It was pamphlets we just received from our comrades and then we were just distributing them.

MR SANDI: At this time, Mr Mapisa, you were arrested in 1979 up until 1980. You said you were working at Wilson
Rowntree. What happened concerning your job in Wilson Rowntree?

BR MAPISA: Because I was detained for a long time in a single cell, because at that time what kept us for a long time
there, is that we were also beaten and tortured at that time. Mzwanele and I, they wanted us to be the State witnesses
against Mandla Gxanyana, but we didn't agree to do that.

And that led for us to stay for 10 months in Westbank cells. After that 10 months, when I returned to Wilson's they said
that I don't have a job any more, because the Security Police went there and said that someone like me is not fit and is
not right for that job.

Because I am continuing with politics inside there to people who are working there. So they said that I should be fired.
And someone came to me, I used to know him, he was staying in Mdantsane, he came to me to apologise and I didn't
write what I'm saying in my statement. This person came to me to apologise because he agreed to go with the police to
my job and he explained his problem to me.



Because he said he was staying with his mother and he couldn't do otherwise, he just had to tell the police.
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Because he wanted the job.

MR SANDI: At this time at Wilson Rowntree when they were telling you that you are no longer having a job, did they
give you any written statement, stating the reasons why they were firing you?

BR MAPISA: No. They just said that I don't have a job any more, they didn't write anything. I knew person from the
Personnel Office and they are the one's who explained the reasons to me.

MR SANDI: In 1981, up until 1984, you were detained again. The policemen were after you. Can you please tell us that
each and every time you were arrested, what was happening to you?

BR MAPISA: In 1981, up until 1984, at that time the police were harassing us because they said to me they used to take
me every time, they used to come to my house monthly to come and pick me up, or if they didn't pick me up, they just
went to my home and detain me for a day or two days in Westbank.

What they wanted from me, they were recruiting me because they wanted me to be their informer. They told me that
they know that my friends, all of my friends, they were showing me my friends' photos, that all of them are in exile at
the present, at that time.

They were asking me why I was not in exile. They said that it was clear that I was a member of the ANC, I was doing
underground movements.

They were trying to recruit me to be their informer. And they said I must go to the meetings and listen and then go back
to them to give them a full report of what was said in the meetings.
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They said that they will buy a house for me and give me money, but I didn't do what they wanted me to do. And then
they said that they would harass me and I will choose to leave the country because of their harassment.

They harassed me and firstly I was like a person who was burnt. Because as I was sitting at home, Madikizela used to
come at my home together with the one policeman who was called Mbombo and he was (indistinct)

They used to come to my house every time. I looked like a person who - a burnt person, they checked me every time,
even in Town. They were always following me.

They were harassing me and they will do things to me even around in Town and I was just leading that kind of life.

On that occasion, there was an occasion, our Cultural Organisation was started at that time. The African Culture
Organisation. We used to gather at the back of my house, at the back side of my house in the shack. In that shack we
were trying to do cultural events and we were trying to help people.

We even had weekend classes where we were helping students in Maths and other subjects. In this shack we even had



our books for this Organisation, because we got he sponsor from someone who was interested in helping us in this
cultural organisation.

And he used to buy us books.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us where you said Mandliwa beat a daughter at home, thank you?

BR MAPISA: In the shack we had this books. I was not at home at that moment and on my way back from Town I
found my mother disturbed and she told me that the Security Police
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Mandliwa and others had come to my home and they went to the shack, kicked the door open, broke the door, ripped it
off and took away all the books that was stored in there.

And they took red ink and spilled it all over the wall and they wrote 'Viva UDF" on the walls, they even wrote "Ryan
Mapisa, you're going to die" and as they were going out, they went into our house and one mentally retarded girl
touched one of them, and they - Mandliwa kicked that child and clapped him and my mother screamed and so they left.

MR SANDI: You say, amongst the things they graffited they had wrote on the wall, were the words "Ryan Mapisa,
you're going to die". What impact did this have on you?

BR MAPISA: Since there were people who were continuing to harass me, I felt that this was only a threat, because they
had indicated to me that I was not going to be happy until I decide to go into exile.

So what I did was to get hold of a camera and I wanted to take photos of all what they had done, and I took those photos
to this attorney, Lalla, because he was the only lawyer here in Duncan Village at the time.

And I asked that he should open a case. He tried and gave promises that he was going to open a case on the matter, and
this made things more difficult for me.

MR SANDI: Did you open a case with Lalla about your assault or about what they had done at your home?

BR MAPISA: No, about what they had done at my home and the damage they had caused to the shack and also the
threat they had written on the wall and even the assault on this young, retarded child, because people had seen
Mandliwa and his companions.

MR SANDI: I would like to ask you, Mr Mapisa, a question
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that these various times you have referred to when they used to put you into jail, did they ever mention under what Act
were they arresting you. As you know that there were Section 6, Section 29 and the police were supposed to tell you
why they were arresting you. Did they ever tell you?

BR MAPISA: Yes, they used to tell me whenever they came to my home, because I would ask them what was the
warrant. Was there any warrant of arrest and they would produce it. And it would have the Magistrate's stamp and they
would tell me that they were detaining me under Section 6, under Section 29 and other Acts.



MR SANDI: Now, the day the soldiers came to your place in 1985, what happened when these members of the South
African Defence Force arrived?

BR MAPISA: They said they were looking for me but I thought I was going to demand for the warrant of arrest, but
they told me that they did not have any because they were soldiers.

So they pulled me and as we were going out of the house, one who was following me hit me with the rifle on my ear and
because this was unexpected, I nearly fell. I was really shocked.

In other words I would say I did fall, but I tried not to fall completely.

MR SANDI: But at the time you were attacked by this soldier, did you have any injury on your ear?

BR MAPISA: Yes, I did because after they had taken me away to Cambridge, they later took me to the East London
prison in Westbank and I noticed that my ear could not hear properly - for quite some time it was like that.

So that even now at night some puss comes out of my
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ear.

MR SANDI: Now you mean you still have a problem with your ear?

BR MAPISA: Yes, it oozes at night.

MR SANDI: By the way, according to your statement you have mentioned that they laid a charge against you, a charge
with murder saying that you had killed someone or some people. What were the details of this charge?

BR MAPISA: This was a surprising charge, because it became very difficult even for the Magistrate to explain the
origin of this charge.

Because even at the time we were in court, on the first day (tape ends) ... to this charge, such that the Magistrate too was
also confused why we were there and it was later that they said that they were charging us with murder.

Murder of whom, they could not tell. Where this murder was committed, they could not tell.

MR SANDI: At the time they were investigating, who were the people who had laid this charge with murder?

BR MAPISA: I can remember Dalxola Jaqa as a co-accused and some other young boys who were members of the
Culture Committee. I can't remember their names now.

MR SANDI: At Fort Glamorgan, did you perhaps meet a certain man who was earlier mentioned, whose name was
Nkunzemnyama?

BR MAPISA: Yes, I did meet that man Nkunzemnyama. When they came to Westbank, they asked as to stand in a line,
called us one by one and when it was my turn, they asked me to stand aside and asked me to get into a separate room
and all this policemen assaulted me at the same time - for no reason, they wouldn't state why they were assaulting me.

All that was said by this young man here was common
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practice there and this is what was happening and it happened even to me.

I was always the first person to be assaulted. And he would always slap me with both hands and early in the morning, at
four o'clock, he would wake us up and chase us and ask us to stand naked and run into the water and he would ask us to
stand in a line and then they would again assault us on both hands until our hands were swollen.

MR SANDI: This Nkunzemnyama, did you actually get his real, true name?

BR MAPISA: No, I couldn't. I've been trying to get hold of his true name, but I failed to.

MR SANDI: Have you ever heard why he was known as "Nkunzemnyama"? Did he name himself or was - is this a
name that was given to him.

BR MAPISA: That is how he praised himself whenever he would do all the evil things to us and he was very dark, very
pitch black in complexion.

MR SANDI: At the time you were in Fort Glamorgan, did you ever appear in court?

BR MAPISA: Yes, we used to go to court only to find that the case was still under investigation, and we would be
refused bail.

MR SANDI: Up to today Mr Mapisa, did you ever get to know who were the people you were accused of having killed?

BR MAPISA: No. What helped us to get a release, because I think this was just a way of keeping us in cells - our lawyer
Jeram, who used to go with Lalla was very useless.

Then one other day we met Mr Siwisa, Hintsa Siwisa a layer, whom we decided should take the case, that is how we got
some help.
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And that is the time when this case was withdrawn.

MR SANDI: Now let's go on to this day you've mentioned in your statement in 1986 to 1988. You say you were again
detained under the state of emergency? What actually happened during this period of your detention?

BR MAPISA: In 1986 to 1988 I was detained under the state of emergency. During this period I can say I can mention
that there was paid and hurt that I suffered.

I fell sick and I was denied medical attention. The only Doctor who was available at the time would just simply ask you
whether you were a soccer player and if you would say you were not a soccer player, he would just say go and play
soccer.

Then if you said you were a soccer player, he would say now relax for a week, so there was no medical treatment.

Such that today I am very nervous. I remember one other day when I was extremely nervous and we were in a cell, we



were quite a big number locked in a cell - we could not even see each other. The cells were just full and packed.

And I could not get medical treatment at the time. This Doctor gave me some pills that I can never forget, because as
soon as I took them, I slept till morning and when I wanted to wake up, my whole body became very numb.

I couldn't even shake my limbs and I had to lie down there.

So that was the only treatment I got from this Doctor. Except that he would tell - recommend that I should play soccer.

MR SANDI: Do you perhaps remember the name of this Doctor?

BR MAPISA: No, I don't remember his name - I have
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forgotten his name.

MR SANDI: In your statement you say Mr Mapisa, there was a time during your detention under the state of
emergency, when you took fits?

BR MAPISA: Yes, I did go through that, I took fits whilst in the cell.

MR SANDI: Was it your first time to take fits?

BR MAPISA: It was not the first time, but it started after all these incidents of torture, but no one cared about this state.
Because even when they assaulted me in Westbank and at Cambridge police station, I would again take a fit.

But that did not bother them.

MR SANDI: By the way you say today if - can you read and concentrate?

BR MAPISA: No, I struggle to do that especially now. Such that at this very moment, I feel slightly better because all
along I've been having some problems to read.

I would have to re-read before something gets into my mind.

MR SANDI: According to what I see, that your evidence or your story about this extreme torture is quite lengthy, I
would ask you to explain how your health was affected by all this long time torture and detention. Could you mention
how you were affected?

BR MAPISA: I would say after these incidents from 1988 when the Ciskei Police detained me, which was the most evil
time I've ever gone through.

MR SANDI: Now, are you referring to the time when you were at home and then some people with balaclavas came to
your home?

BR MAPISA: Yes, that's the time.
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MR SANDI: Now, could you explain what actually happened on that day when these people snatched you from your
home?

BR MAPISA: There was a knock at the door and that was the year I had just been released from detention.

It was in December of the year and as I was sleeping, it was at five o'clock in the morning, there was a knock at the door
and there was noise of some people talking.

And I saw a group of about five people standing at the door and some others standing nearby.

I asked why they were making such noises and what they wanted and they responded that they wanted me. I asked who
they were.

Some of them were dressed in coats, I could not identify them so I asked them "who are you" and one of them said "you
talk too much" and he punched me.

And I was standing next to the door, I held him and pulled him into the room and we fought.

Luckily because this room was very small, I managed to press him down and beat him up, then the others joined and
they beat me with the bat of the firearm on the spinal cord and where there are kidneys.

He hit me several times and I felt pain so I turned to face that other one. And one other one tried to strangle me to an
extent that I had a swelling here on the throat.

I couldn't speak as a result of this attack and we moved on.

MR SANDI: Were there other people of your family who were there?

BR MAPISA: Yes, my mother was there. My sister was there too.

MR SANDI: By the way, who were these people who did all this DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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to you?

BR MAPISA: It became evident later on that these people were the police. They took me to NU 1 police Station in
Mdantsane, that is when I could identify them as police.

MR SANDI: Where were their cars parked at the time?

BR MAPISA: They were hidden from our house, they had parked the cars in one corner away from my home. They
took me and I walked bare footed to the place where they had parked their cars.

MR SANDI: You said these people who were in balaclavas, were policemen and they took you to NU 1 police station in
Mdantsane?

BR MAPISA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What actually happened there, what questions did they pose to you there?

BR MAPISA: When we got there, they took me to a certain Mr Funani and he was delighted to see me, because they
had been looking for me.



And he asked me why I was burning the houses of the police in Mdantsane. Then I said how do I know where these
policemen live there, because I don't stay there.

Because I don't even visit Mdantsane, I don't even know any policeman from Mdantsane. And then he said that I should
tell the truth why I was burning these houses.

So they took me into one room and that is where they assaulted me.

MR SANDI: How long were you there?

BR MAPISA: After they had assaulted me for the whole day, and also suffocated me, they left me there.

And they put me into a cell where there were other convicts and they went away.
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Late in the day they took me to Mdantsane police station and I was there for a day and once more, I spent some time
there and I was again taken back to NU 1 police station.

MR SANDI: By the way, what were the injuries you sustained through all this torture and assault and all these
incidents? Can you directly state how you were injured?

BR MAPISA: As a result of all these incidents of assault and torture, I at one stage I could not walk properly, I had to
crawl for some time.

And I had to go and see a specialist at the Medical Centre and I was X-rayed and told that I had fractured my spinal
cord.

Even now, I have got backache and I am very forgetful. It is not easy for me to remember things that happened in the
past, nor to remember people's names.

Even those people I grew up with, I cannot remember at times. I cannot concentrate, I loose concentration, such that I
cannot read newspapers and books.

MR SANDI: Are you perhaps getting any medical examination, medical attention from hospital or a Doctor?

BR MAPISA: Yes, I go to the day clinic and I get some tablets there, but it doesn't help because I think I am so sick that
I've got to go to the specialist.

But some other times I cannot afford to pay for the medical expense.

MR SANDI: We now would like to conclude and would like you to state your wish to this Commission.

BR MAPISA: My wish is mainly that I am not in a permanent job. From 1979 I have not been working. I last worked
for the Wilson Rowntree factory and I cannot afford
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to pay for the medical expenses, whereas I need medical attention from specialists.



So, if this Commission could assist me to pay for this medical expenses, I would be delighted.

MR SANDI: Is this all you have to say to this Commission before I could hand you over to the Chairperson?

BR MAPISA: Yes, that is the only help I need. I could also say if I were to get some financial assistance because I am
the only man in my family, I would be very glad to have it.

MR SANDI: We thank you Mr Mapisa. We thank you Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Mr Mapisa for your report as presented before this Commission.

All I want to point out is that it is common in our hearings that there is an indication that there was collaboration
between the big people of the Government and the police security of the previous regime, because we notice that in your
testimony this collaboration of the police and the big people, shows that Wilson Rowntree got an order from the police
that they have to dismiss you from work.

I am just noting all this for the Commission to pursue, we therefor thank you for your testimony and all the things you
have mentioned, we are going to look into.

It is four o'clock now, we are now going to adjourn to resume tomorrow morning at nine o'clock. Thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Then we shall call Pinana Mazaka.

REVD XUNDU: Pinana Mazaka, will you please rise.

PINANA MAZAKA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Mazaka. We are going to hand over to Mr Maya to
ask questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I greet you Mr Mazaka. Can you hear me? Can
you hear me? Can you hear me Mr Mazaka?

P MAZAKA: Yes, I can hear you.

MS MAYA: Today, you are going to tell us about your brother's death, who is Mike
Mazaka who was shot dead by the SADF on the 2nd of September 1985. Can you tell
us what really happened?

P MAZAKA: Yes, I can tell you. Yes, I can tell you, but I don't have enough
information, I'll only tell you about what I know.

MS MAYA: Carry on please.

P MAZAKA: On that day of Mike's death I was in the house. People came to tell me
that he was shot in his yard of which it was the very same street from where I
was staying.

I went there with those people to the scene. I saw him, he was laying at the
door of his shack. There was another van that was just passing.
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The people seeked for help from that particular van, that's how I got to notice.

MS MAYA: Was he shot in his shack or somewhere else?

P MAZAKA: Nobody really saw what happened, whether he was shot inside his shack
or outside, but what we realise is that inside his shack and the door was
broken, it looked like the door was locked when it was being kicked.

From the side of the handle was still like that, was still the same, it was
still locked, but the door was open, but it was still locked.

And some of the furniture in the shack could show that something was happening.



MS MAYA: In your statement you said that he was shot by the SADF. Were there any
people who witnessed this?

P MAZAKA: The people who saw this were also being chased by the soldiers. Those
are the witnesses. Although those people would not be able to go to the court
and give evidence.

MS MAYA: How old was Mike?

P MAZAKA: Mike was 30 years old at that time.

MS MAYA; Was he working?

P MAZAKA: Yes, he was working.

MS MAYA: Did he have any family, wife or children?

P MAZAKA: No, he didn't have any family.

MS MAYA: Where was Mike working?

P MAZAKA; He was working in Gauteng, but at the time of his death, he was not
working, he was just a taxi driver.

MS MAYA: After his death, was there any investigation or maybe did you lay any
charges or maybe did you approach some attorneys?

P MAZAKA; No, there is nothing that we did.
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MS MAYA; Before his funeral, was there any post mortem that was conducted?

P MAZAKA: Yes. After his death, I was called by the police, Cambridge police
because at the time of his death, we stopped a certain van and we put him in
that van and we rushed to the Aroma hospital, because if we were to take him to
the hospital, we would be arrested by the very same soldiers. We went to Aroma,
the Reverend there called a Doctor.

The Doctor came. The Doctor certified him dead and then we were escorted by the
Doctor to the hospital. We had to make a statement like of who was taking him to
the hospital so in that hospital they took my name down.

This thing took place in the evening, the following day I went home to tell them
about Mike's death.

Me and my brother left, we went to Duncan Village. We had to go to the hospital
because we thought that he was still there, but we were told that he is not
there any more, he is at Cambridge.

Even at Cambridge, we were not allowed to see him before the post mortem, which
was going to take place the following day. The following day we went to the
Cambridge police station again and we had to wait until after the post mortem.

Then we went to identify him.

MS MAYA: Do you know perhaps the reason of his death, why was he shot?



P MAZAKA: I don't have any reason that I can think about, besides the fact that
where Mike was staying on that particular day there was a shooting, there was a
shooting on that particular day of his death.
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There were also other people who were shot and their houses that were shot at,
they still have holes even today.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of any political organisation, or maybe he was playing
any role in politics?

P MAZAKA: I can't remember, I can't remember him being any member, a member of
any organisation.

MS MAYA: Do you have any request that you would like to bring forward to the
Commission just before we conclude?

P MAZAKA: All I can say is this, it is clear that the soldiers at the time were
just shooting randomly.

Because two days before this day of his death, the soldiers were in our yard,
they were saying that they were looking for Xome.

My wife was laying out the table for supper, they were looking for this Xome. We
don't even know that Xome, we don't know who is Xome.

One of them said I'm hungry, because my wife was afraid, she offered him a plate
and then he uttered something in Afrikaans, saying it is delicious.

We couldn't even eat that day because they decided to take our food.

MS MAYA: After that, do you mean that they ate all that food and you were left
with nothing?

P MAZAKA: Yes, this food was only enough for two people, because in the house it
was only me and my wife.

MS MAYA: Mr Mazaka, is there any request?

P MAZAKA: All I can say is this, the Commission will see what to do with this
matter.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much, Mr Mazaka, I'm going to hand you over to Mr
Chairperson, maybe he might have some questions.
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MR FINCA: Mr Sandi. Silence please.

MR SANDI: Mr Mazaka, do you remember the name of the person whom you said he is
the witness who saw this incident?

P MAZAKA: Yes, I remember his name. His name is Xolani Swelendao.



MR SANDI: Where is this Xolani?

P MAZAKA: Xolani is available. He is here in East London, maybe he is here in
this hall, but I am not sure.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Mazaka. We have listened with great interest
to your story and the request. We have taken note of that, we also hope that
even the people who ate your food, we will be able to investigate them as to
what was the reason for that.

If there is something else that they would like to know from you, the
Commission's investigators will contact you. For now, we can say thank you very
much.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We are now going to ask Vusumzi Mzuvukile Mbengo as the next witness.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to swear him in Mr Chairman, thank you. Vusumzi, could you rise.

VUSUMZI MZUVUKILE MBENGO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, I've sworn him in.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Mbengo and we are going to hand you over to Adv Ntsikelelo Sandi who is going
to lead you with questions on behalf of this Commission.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. I should first greet you Mr Mbengo. How are you?

VM MBENGO: I'm fine thank you.

MR SANDI: I would like you to come closer to the microphone as you speak and I will ask you to ask you to look at me
as you talk to me so that if I want to interrupt, you should be aware. Because at times, I will be lifting up my hand when
I want to interrupt you as you give your evidence. I want to make sure about your full names. Are they Vusumzi
Mzuvukile Mbengo?

VM MBENGO: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Do you reside at Section C in Duncan Village in East London?

VM MBENGO: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: What we are going to talk about this afternoon is that you were arrested and tortured, assaulted whilst you
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were in jail and many other things they done to you and this are the things you are going to refer to. Let's start by on the
day of the arrest, which according to your statement was on the 26th of August 1985 on a Wednesday.

So, you were at home and police came -the Special Branch police. Could you proceed from there?

VM MBENGO: Firstly a man called Langman came together with Mkhuseli Mcanyangwa and a relative of his, Matoti.

MR SANDI: Did they come to your home and what time was it?

VM MBENGO: It was at half past three, very early in the morning and they kicked the door and in their company was



Mkhululi Jamjam.

MR SANDI: Could you move away from the microphone and keep a certain comfortable distance?

VM MBENGO: So Mkhululi Jamjam with some Whites came to my house to point at me.

MR SANDI: Who was Jamjam, was he a policeman?

VM MBENGO: No, he wasn't a police.

MR SANDI: What was he at the time?

VM MBENGO: Jamjam was a neighbour for me. They came to my home and accused me of burning schools and cars.

MR SANDI: Now you say they took you to Loyithi?

VM MBENGO: Yes, I'm coming to that. They took me to Loyithi and I was tortured by Whites there - Langman and his
companions and they strangled me but I was strong and survived.

They assaulted me and administered some shock, electric shock on my body. Assaulting me but I was strong, they
kicked me on the ribs and I got injured and I still feel the pain on my ribs. I've got a problem with my hearing even now.
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MR SANDI: By the same way, in your statement you have mentioned that from this punching, kicking and torture and
electric shocks, you fell. What happened as you were laying down?

VM MBENGO: I urinated on myself.

MR SANDI: As they were assaulting you, what were they saying to you? Were they asking you anything?

VM MBENGO: Yes, they were asking me about the situation in Duncan Village and they were asking me what I
actually knew about what was happening there.

MR SANDI: By the way you say they took you from Loyithi to Fort Glamorgan jail?

VM MBENGO: Yes, after some time they referred me to the jail on a Monday.

MR SANDI: How long were you at Loyithi police station?

VM MBENGO: I was there for three days.

MR SANDI: Were they at the time assaulting you?

VM MBENGO: Yes, on the third day they tortured me as they did earlier on, they assaulted me, so what saved me was
that I urinated.

MR SANDI: When they sent you to Fort Glamorgan, did you make any appearance in any court?

VM MBENGO: No, I didn't. No, I did, then I was sent to West bank, then there was a lawyer, whose name I don't know,
but he is known as Lala and he told that they were going to keep us in jail in Fort Glamorgan.



MR SANDI: When you appeared in court, were you coming from Fort Glamorgan?

VM MBENGO: Yes.

MR SANDI: What is the name of the person who assaulted you in Fort Glamorgan?
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VM MBENGO: He was a Black man known as the Black Bull and he used to take us every morning and tell us that we
were going to salute and do water salute and he would beat us and we would be naked at the time they were assaulting
us.

MR SANDI: Was this man a Black person or a White person?

VM MBENGO: He was a Black man, he was dark, in fact I just can't tell what his nationality is.

MR SANDI: Do you perhaps know his real name?

VM MBENGO: No, he was known as Nkunzemnyama and he spoke like a Zulu.

MR SANDI: Could you explain how this Nkunzemnyama used to assault you?

VM MBENGO: He would assault us and tell us that he was going to introduce Botha's Government.

MR SANDI: Are there any other utterings that was said by Nkunzemnyama pertaining Mr Mandela?

VM MBENGO: He used to call us comrades and he would say we were not going to rule as convicts.

MR SANDI: Who were these convicts he was referring to?

VM MBENGO: He was referring to us.

MR SANDI: Is there any other thing that happened when you were in Fort Glamorgan?

VM MBENGO: We used to be fed on porridge which was rotten with worms and very dirty and this factor I forgot to
include in my statement and they used to assault us for the filth that they would see in our cells.

MR SANDI: You say, how long were you assaulted there?

VM MBENGO: I was assaulted for four days.

MR SANDI: You said you made an appearance in court and were you found guilty there?
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VM MBENGO: No, they were just doing it for fun, there is nothing that they were actually doing, they just wanted us to
be locked in and assaulted by some Transkeians and also by this Nkunzemnyama.

MR SANDI: Is there any charge that was laid on you?



VM MBENGO: They said my charge was that I had burnt cars that belonged to factories, like the Coco Cola and so on.

MR SANDI: Did you have any lawyer that was representing you?

VM MBENGO: It is a lawyer called Lala who I say is a very stupid man.

MR SANDI: At the time you made your appearance in court, were you the only one or were there other people with
you?

VM MBENGO: There were seven of us.

MR SANDI: Now you said you were found not guilty.

VM MBENGO: Yes. We were just arrested for nothing.

MR SANDI: Now you say you still feel pain in your body as a result of the assault?

VM MBENGO: I am not completely saying and I also feel some pain on my ribs and I have got a problem with my
hearing.

MR SANDI: Are you getting any medical treatment for any Doctor?

VM MBENGO: No, I always get Panado which I regard as treatment for the children.

MR SANDI: Have you ever asked Mr Lala, any lawyer to investigate about your assault?

VM MBENGO: No, I say Mr Lala was just stupid and very weak so he did not help me.

MR SANDI: Do you perhaps have any requests to forward to this Commission?

VM MBENGO: Yes, what I want is that you should give
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attention to my health and also compensation for my blood and for the fact that I was assaulted to an extent that I had to
urinate.

MR SANDI: Are there any other ailments that you feel?

VM MBENGO: I, when I was young, I had an injury in my spinal cord, when I was still young and there when I was a
convict I was put into a room that was very cold.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say?

VM MBENGO: Yes.

MR SANDI: I thank you Mr Mbengo, over to you Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mr Mbengo, in your statement you have mentioned names of people who came to arrest you who were
the Special Branch members. And one of them is Mkhuseli Mcanyangwa and one known as Langman and another one
known as Judas, do you perhaps know the proper names of Langman and Judas?



VM MBENGO: If I were to see them, I could identify them, unfortunately I know them by this nicknames.

REVD FINCA: Secondly, there is something that is not very clear here in your statement which is that when you were
arrested on the 26th of August 1985, it was as a result of politics, now if that is the case, could you say it clearly what
was your activity at the time?

VM MBENGO: My participation was towards the Councillors because they were not welcome at the time as they were
an obstacle towards the New South Africa.

REVD FINCA: Were you a member of any organisation? If so, what organisation?

VM MBENGO: I was a member of the ELYO organisation.

REVD FINCA: Could you tell us the full name of this?

VM MBENGO: It is East African National Congress. It is
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a Youth Organisation here in East London, it is the East London Youth Organisation.

REVD FINCA: Were you one of the leaders or were you just an ordinary member?

VM MBENGO: I was one, I was just an ordinary member.

REVD FINCA: Then what could have been the reason for your arrest then if you were just an ordinary member?

VM MBENGO: At the time these Whites were assaulting us because it was Botha's Government and we were not
relaxed the way we are now. Is what I could say because our meetings were not allowed, but now we are relaxed. That
time they used to assault us.

REVD FINCA: So, they arrest that took place, were you the only one who was arrested or were there many people who
were arrested?

VM MBENGO: There were many. I could estimate them at about 25 percent of the community.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Are there any questions? We thank you Mr Mbengo. We thank you Mr Mbengo for your
evidence. The Commission is going to look into this evidence as presented by you to it and if there are any questions
later, they will definitely come back to you because we have your address here and the investigators will reach you if it
happens that they need you to get more information from you.

Otherwise for now, we thank you and we can ask you to go back.

VM MBENGO: If it happens that I relocate and go to another place, I will fit this office with the address of the place I
shall be in, otherwise I should thank you all too.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon ... silence please, it is towards the end. We are going to call upon Maki
Ntshunde. Is he here? Mxolisi Tototo Mbewana.

REVD XUNDU: Let me swear him in. Will you rise.

MXOLISI TOTOTO MBEWANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Mbewana. We are going to hand over to Mr Sandi who is going to ask the
questions on behalf of the Commission. thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Mbewana, let me greet you this afternoon. First of all, I want to confirm you
names. Your full names, Mr Mxolisi Tototo Mbewana, is that correct?

MT MBEWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Today you are going to tell us about what happened to you during the conflict here in Duncan Village.
When I look at your statement, you say that on the 13th of October in 1985, you were shot. Can you please tell us what
was happening?

MT MBEWANA: I'll start from the beginning like this. In 1985, we were still using busses. After work we were told by
the driver of the bus, that the bus is not going to get in Duncan Village because there are hippo's who are shooting
people who are shooting people, even the bus could be shot at.
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We alighted at Dugashe and we walked, it was already dark.

There were people who were laying on the ground, being shot. I managed to reach the C-Section, I was staying at
Section 13, but my children were not there any the house was open, and my wife was not there also.

I went to my next door neighbour's house, I found my wife behind the door and she told me that the soldiers are around
and they are just shooting randomly at everybody.

I told her that I saw this also, I also saw this boers. MR SANDI: Which time are you referring to now, Mr Mbewana?
Were you on your way to work?

MT MBEWANA: No. We didn't sleep on that particular day because the soldiers were shooting all over. The following
day...



MR SANDI: Mr Mbewana, I would like to request that we stick on those events that are here on your statement, because
in your statement you say you were shot at and evidence that you are giving now, should stick on that. What happened
and where did the whole thing take place, what was happening.

MT MBEWANA: I'm right there.

MR SANDI: What happened?

MT MBEWANA: Early the following day there were people who were toyi-toying from the other direction.

They were saying that we must go and break that bridge so that the boers must not be able to go over the bridge to reach
our place.

MR SANDI: Were you already shot at this time?

MT MBEWANA: No.

MR SANDI: I would like to lead you Mr Mbewana, you said when you were at Ndzuzu Street, where is this Ndzuzu
Street?
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MT MBEWANA: Ndzuzu Street is just on the other side.

MR SANDI: You say you saw a casper coming from the direction of Ford Street to join the Ndzuzu Street?

MT MBEWANA: Yes, that's correct, that's what happened. Because this hippo was in front of me.

MR SANDI: You say this casper came to your direction, is that what you are saying? Who was inside this police
casper?

MT MBEWANA: When this hippo turned, I gave way.

MR SANDI: What happened?

MT MBEWANA: Some soldiers, White soldiers, alighted from this vehicle, and they didn't ask any question, they shot
me.

MR SANDI: Where did they shoot you?

MT MBEWANA: On my eyes. I couldn't realise immediately that I was shot at.

MR SANDI: Which eye was that? Is that the right eye or the left eye?

MT MBEWANA: It is my left eye.

MR SANDI: Then what happened after that?

MT MBEWANA: I heard a voice of people that the hippo had passed.

MR SANDI; Did you fall?

MT MBEWANA: Yes, I fell.



MR SANDI: Were there any utterings that were made by this soldiers while you were laying there?

MT MBEWANA: I don't remember hearing any of their voices, but I just heard ordinary people saying that I must be
helped, I must be taken into a certain vehicle and be taken to the hospital together with the other people from the C-
Section.
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MR SANDI: Were you taken to the hospital?

MT MBEWANA: Yes, I was. In this van I was taken by this van to the hospital. I lost consciousness while the vehicle
was next to the hostel, I regained my consciousness the following day in the hospital.

MR SANDI: What hospital were you admitted in?

MT MBEWANA: I was in Frere Hospital.

MR SANDI: When you regained your consciousness there, what was happening? In what condition were you in?

MT MBEWANA: When I woke up there, when I touched my face, I didn't feel any pain, but I could see that, I could
feel that there was something, but I discovered that the other side of me was swollen and I asked for a mirror so as to see
what was happening, and then they said you are shot. There is no need for a mirror, there is only a bandage on your
face.

MR SANDI: You say while you were in hospital, the soldiers were visiting you regularly. What is it that they were
looking for?

MT MBEWANA: They were just asking people concerning their injuries, whether they got injured at Duncan Village or
wherever, but I didn't tell them, because all the people who were there, were under regard of the soldiers and after that
person had recovered, that particular person would be taken by the soldiers.

MR SANDI: Were the soldiers going there in the evening or maybe during the day?

MT MBEWANA: They used to visit the hospital day and night.

MR SANDI: Were there nurses and Doctors there when the soldiers were visiting the hospital?
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MT MBEWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Were they asking for any permission from the nurses and Doctors to talk to the patients who were shot?

MT MBEWANA: I don't know any idea whether they were getting permission or they were just doing that.

MR SANDI: You say whenever you saw this soldiers, you used to hide and have you ever - did you tell the nurses and
the Doctors that the soldiers used to come there and ask for the folders?



MT MBEWANA: No, I didn't, because they used to come to the hospital in the presence of the nurses and Doctors.

MR SANDI: So do you think there was a certain connection between the nurses and the soldiers?

MT MBEWANA: I think the nurses were scared of the soldiers also.

MR SANDI: Did you approach any attorney Mr Mbewana, concerning this matter?

MT MBEWANA: No.

MR SANDI: You didn't hear that maybe there were certain lawyers that the people who were shot at, used to visit?

MT MBEWANA: I was told that there are lawyers, but my uncle said that, my other uncle who is a policeman is going
to ill-treat me if I can lay charges against the police.

MR SANDI: What uncle are you referring to?

MT MBEWANA: He died, he used to stay at Ediping.

MR SANDI: What department was he in?

MT MBEWANA: He was not a police, but he was just a driver at Mlambabeki.

MR SANDI: Is that all Mr Mbewana that you would like to tell us? Is there anything that you would like to say.

MT MBEWANA: Yes, there is something else because even now DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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that I have recovered, I had a car - people know that car. One day I was driving with Bravido who was accompanying
me to the petrol station. When I was going passed the shops, there were soldiers who were pointing their guns
downwards, when I came back, there was another boy, they said I must turn.

I must take this car to the camp, military base that was there. We went inside, we were ordered to face the wall and open
our legs, we had to place our hands on the wall

and they asked this boy - this little boy asked me why did I make a certain sign to him.

MR SANDI: Besides that you are injured in your eye, what else, where else were you injured?

MT MBEWANA: My both thighs were injured.

MR SANDI: Is there any treatment that you are getting or maybe you are in a condition that allows you to get medical
attention?

MT MBEWANA: What I can say is this, I am no longer like before. I was not a short-tempered person before, even at
work, I always quarrel over petty issues. Even the staff at work is aware of that, so my state of mind is no longer the
same as before.

MR SANDI: Is there any other way that you were affected by this shooting?

MT MBEWANA: The most important thing is concerning my nerves. I'm just nervous and when I am looking at my
health, my whole being, I am not the same.



MR SANDI: Is there anything that you would like to say Mr Mbewana, just before I ask you another question?

MT MBEWANA: There is something else. The other day I was driving from Mr Bravido's house.
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MR SANDI: Were you shot on that particular day?

MT MBEWANA: No, I was not.

MR SANDI: I would like you to tell us about the day when you were shot or maybe something happened, maybe the
assault. What happened?

MT MBEWANA: When I arrived at home, my home is next to the road. I discovered that I couldn't get in because there
were soldiers blocking the road.

MR SANDI: What happened after that?

MT MBEWANA: I just decided that I am going to force my way, I'm going to force my way to my yard. I did so. When
I alighted from my car, the soldiers were already standing next to my car and they said to me, come kaffir.

They were calling me.

MR SANDI: In your statement, Mr Mbewana, you referred to the people who shot you. Do you still remember that?

MT MBEWANA: On that particular day the people who shot me, were White. They were Whites.

MR SANDI: I am going to hand over to the Chairperson, Mr Mbewana, thank you very much for your testimony and
your co-operation.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Mbewana, there was another Mr Mbewana here before you. Is the Mbewana that we are referring
to the one you say he is your uncle?

MT MBEWANA: No, he is not the one. That other one is in Transkei.

REVD XUNDU: What was your relationship to him? Were you related? What happened?

MT MBEWANA: I was brought up by the Mbewana family. Both of them are my uncles.
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REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Were you in this condition because you were a political activist?

MT MBEWANA: On that particular day I was still a silent member, I was not yet any member of the political
organisation, because I was afraid of my uncles.



REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Mbewana. We thank you for this testimony.

We have taken into consideration all of your requests. Even if you wish that we must bring the perpetrators forward for
compensation, though we know that that is not the aim of the Commission, but we know that that is your wish, our
investigation is based on finding the perpetrators and bringing them forward to tell the truth, so that after that there
would be reconciliation, but we have taken into consideration your wishes and your request.

We are going to forward them to the President who will be the one who will be looking at all your requests. Thank you
very much, you can now go back to your seat.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Our next witness is going to be Mirriam Mandaba Mzamo. We thank you Ms Mzamo for availing
yourself to present to us a story about Bubele Benjamin Mzamo and I hand you over to Revd Xundu to swear you in
after which Ms Tiny Maya is going to question you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I would like you to rise.

MIRRIAM MANDABA MZAMO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Ms Mzamo, I greet you.

MM MZAMO: I also greet you, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: You are going to tell us a painful story about your son Bubele Mzamo who was only 15 at the time he was
shot dead by soldiers in 1986.

MM MZAMO: Yes, it is like that.

MS MAYA: Could you briefly tell us about what happened to your son?

MM MZAMO: In 1986 my son Benjamin Mzamo Bubele, during my absence as I was at work, I got information that he
had been shot.

And this was the only son who was living with me and on my arrival from work, with the intention to ask about the key
for the house, I saw that one of the windows were opened and I couldn't see him in his usual place.

And I asked the neighbours about my son's whereabouts.
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They simply looked at one another, but this did not send any message to me as to what had happened to my son. I was
mourning at that time, because I had just lost my husband.

And I wasn't strong enough at the time of the death of my son and one girl from the neighbourhood came and I asked
her about Bubele's whereabouts.

But I could see that she wanted to cry, but wouldn't tell me what had happened and I was sitting at the doorstep at the
time. But nothing rang a bell to me that my son had died.



But ultimately Daizy took me into one neighbouring house, that is where I was told the truth about my son.

And as I was sitting there, Stonga, who was the eyewitness at the time of the shooting, told me that he was shot when
they were playing with a ball. There were three of them.

Two of them died and one survived. So Stonga, who took this children to hospital, came and he told me that this
children were running away, but still the soldiers pursued them and got hold of them ultimately and this is what actually
hurts me, because even when my son was running away, the soldiers pursued until they got hold of him.

MS MAYA: Could we go on Ms Mzamo? Are you ready?

MM MZAMO: Yes, I am.

MS MAYA: How old - was this son of yours going to school, what standard was he?

MM MZAMO: He was in standard 4 and Nonpumalelo school.

MS MAYA: What was the situation in the village, in Duncan Village at the time?

MM MZAMO: It was not quiet, though it was not as it was in 1985, but this caspers were being driven up and down in
the
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streets and there was still this confrontation between the White people and our children and people. Because whenever
the soldiers would come across our people, they would shoot those.

MS MAYA: Now you said that he was with a playmate who was also shot dead. What was his name?

MM MZAMO: I think one of his family members are here. There he is, he could furnish you with some details.

MS MAYA: Was there any investigation done about this child who was shot?

MM MZAMO: No, I didn't have the strength to pursue the matter. I didn't know what to do because there was unrest in
the whole country, so I didn't take any steps. I was scared to go out to Town.

MS MAYA: You mean even after that you didn't go and see a lawyer?

MM MZAMO: No, I did not do a thing.

MS MAYA: What happened during the funeral? Were there any incidents?

MM MZAMO: No, no incidents whatsoever.

MS MAYA: Is there any other additional explanation you would like to give to us before we conclude? Is there
anything you would like to say in addition to this evidence?

MM MZAMO: No.

MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say to this Commission?

MM MZAMO: You mean in connection with my child?



MS MAYA: Yes. Do you perhaps have a wish or a request to forward to this Commission?

MM MZAMO: Yes, I have.

MS MAYA: What is it?

MM MZAMO: My wish is that I should get some assistance from
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this Commission to compensate for my son's blood, because if perhaps he could not have died in this manner, he would
have been alive and he would be of assistance to me and would be working at this time.

MS MAYA: Is that all?

MM MZAMO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Now, I hand you over to the Chairperson in case there are other questions to be posed to you.

REVD FINCA: Over to you Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ms Mzamo. You talk of Bubele's friend who was shot. What was his name?

MM MZAMO: There is his family members. You can get his name later on.

MR SANDI: Did he die from this shooting?

MM MZAMO: Yes, he died together with my son.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Ms Mirriam Mzamo, we thank you for telling us about this painful story of the death of your son. We
extend our sympathies as this Commission to you.

We are determined as you have asked to investigate as much as we can to know more about the death of your son so that
you can also be satisfied and we also ask that if there are any people who have got more details about the death of the
friend to your son, should come forward.

We also need details that could be of help to us during our investigations. For now, we would like to express our
sympathy to you and we would like to assure you that though to you it would seem that he died very young, maybe the
blood of those who died young, is the blood that watered the tree of freedom to an extent that today we now talk of the
free South Africa.
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We extend our sympathy to you as this Commission. We promise that we are going to try as much as possible to
investigate about this matter as you have asked.



We thank you.

--------------------
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REV FINCA: I am going to call upon the people that will be the last who will be testifying about the massacre which is
Christopher Majuba, Mbuyiselo Nqokotho. Is Nqokotho here? There are people who were not here yesterday and I just
want to check now whether they are here because we will close the massacre cases with this group.

Nontuthuzelo Mvandaba, is she here?

REVD XUNDU: I would like them to take an oath. Christopher, please stand up.

CHRISTOPHER MAJUBA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Thank you. Mbuyiselo Nqokotho.

MBUYISELO NQOKOTHO: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Nontuthuzelo Mvandaba.

NONTUTHUZELO MVANDABA: (sworn states).

MR SANDI: Over to you, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Would you please like to behave yourselves please. We know this hall is full, but we cannot tolerate the
noise, because it disturbs us, thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like to start with my Mbuyiselo Monster Nqokotho. I would like to greet
you Mr Nqokotho, this afternoon. When reading your statement, you are going to talk about yourself.

You said on the 13th of August in 1985 you were toyi-toying in the street and while you were still toyi-toying you were
shot by the South African Defence Force. Can you
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please tell us what happened on that day Mr Nqokotho?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, I will you. On the 13th of August while toyi-toying in the street, we were shot by the SADF
soldiers. We tried to throw stones to the soldiers, but we didn't had them.

While I was still trying to run, they shot me in my arm and in my back.

MR SANDI: Was it at night or during the day?



MM NQOKOTHO: It was during the day?

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the others who were with you toyi-toying?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Are they people you know in the township?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, I do know them.

MR SANDI: What injuries did you get?

MM NQOKOTHO: I was injured very much.

MR SANDI: Where did you get injured?

MM NQOKOTHO: In my right hand and in my back.

MR SANDI: You said that there was a car who took you to hospital, to Frere Hospital.

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, there was a car taking us to Frere Hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you ask this car to take you there or the owner of the car was just helping?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, the owner of the car was just helping people who were shot on that day.

MR SANDI: What happened when you got to Frere Hospital?

MM NQOKOTHO: I was unconscious when I went to Frere Hospital. I fell down and then I woke up the next day.

MR SANDI: How long did you stay in Frere?

MM NQOKOTHO: I stayed for seven days.
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MR SANDI: The Doctor who was treating you, what did he say. What did he say, where were you injured?

MM NQOKOTHO: He said that I was injured by a bullet and he took the bullet out from my back.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the name of the Doctor?

MM NQOKOTHO: No.

MR SANDI: Do you remember the ward you were sleeping in?

MM NQOKOTHO: No.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said that you didn't, you never laid a charge. Do you have a reason for that?

MM NQOKOTHO: No, I didn't lay any charges.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorneys?



MM NQOKOTHO: No, I didn't.

MR SANDI: Do you get any medical treatment today?

MM NQOKOTHO: No.

MR SANDI: Is there a need for that, for medical treatment? Is there a need for you to get any medical treatment?

MM NQOKOTHO: No there is no need.

MR SANDI: Mr Nqokotho, for being here today, what is your request to the Commission?

MM NQOKOTHO: My request is that since I was shot in my arm my muscles were cut off and I can't use my arm and I
can't be employed.

I just want the Commission to consider that, because only one arm is working.

MR SANDI: When you were discharged from the hospital, did you go back to the hospital for treatment?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, but I stopped because I saw that there was no need for me to go there.

MR SANDI: Why did you go back to the hospital in the first place?
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MM NQOKOTHO: I went there for, to get some bandages for my arm.

MR SANDI: Did they say, did they tell you to go back?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, they did.

MR SANDI: How long did the bandages stay on your arm?

MM NQOKOTHO: I stopped using the bandages after 20 days. After 20 days I stopped using the bandages.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Nqokotho?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes.

MR SANDI: I would give this opportunity to the Chairperson now. Thank you Mr Nqokotho.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Nqokotho, do you have a family?

MM NQOKOTHO: No, I don't have a family.

REVD XUNDU: You are not employed right now?

MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, I am not employed.

REVD XUNDU: Do you want a pension?



MM NQOKOTHO: Yes, something like that.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

MR SANDI: At this time I would like to call Nontuthuzelo Totyiswa Mvandaba. Ms Mvandaba, I want to verify your
names. Are you Nontuthuzelo Totyiswa Mvandaba, is that so?

NT MVANDABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: You are residing in the C-Section here in Duncan Village?

NT MVANDABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: As I am looking at your statement, you are going to talk about yourself.

NT MVANDABA: Yes, I am going to talk about myself.

MR SANDI: About the incident which happened in August 1985 at the time when the soldiers were here in the
township?
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NT MVANDABA: Yes.

MR SANDI: In your statement, you said that - what did you

say happened on this day?

NT MVANDABA: On this day I was going out of the back to the line to take my clothes from the line.

When I went back home at my house, I heard something on my arm. I touched my arm and then I saw blood.

I just saw people helping me because - they were touching my arm, helping me to go inside the house. They took me to
the hospital, to Frere Hospital.

In Frere Hospital I was treated there, they gave me injections. And then I woke up the next day, sleeping in the bed.

I just woke up there the next day in the ward.

MR SANDI: What really happened on that day?

NT MVANDABA: I was shot from my arm and it penetrated through my arm and it came out in my fingers, in my
hand.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said that you were shot by the soldiers. Did you see any soldiers before you were
shot?

NT MVANDABA: What I saw on that day, was a mello yello car. I didn't see any other thing, except that mello yello
car.

MR SANDI: You said it was in the afternoon at about four o'clock.



NT MVANDABA: Yes, it was in the afternoon at about four o'clock.

MR SANDI: Is the car which took you to the hospital the same one which took Mr Nqokotho?

NT MVANDABA: I don't know, but what I saw is that there were (indistinct) who were at the back of their car, but I
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just travelled with their car in the front seat.

MR SANDI: Do you get any treatment today because of what

happened that day?

NT MVANDABA: No, but I used to be treated, but I stopped now.

MR SANDI: Where did you go for check-ups?

NT MVANDABA: At Frere Hospital?

MR SANDI: When you were stopping it, did you see that there was no need for you getting at treatment?

NT MVANDABA: There is a need for me to get treatment, because I cannot use this arm. I can't even wash my clothes.

MR SANDI: Is there any other way ... (tape ends)

NT MVANDABA: Yes, that is all I want to say.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission?

NT MVANDABA: Yes, I do have a request. I can't work with this arm, I can't support my family.

MR SANDI: So in other words, your request is what? What is your request Ms Mvandaba?

NT MVANDABA: My request is that I want the Commission to help me support my children, because I cannot support
my children. I was not born like this, I was just shot for no reason.

MR SANDI: Did you make any claim for the disability grant?

NT MVANDABA: No.

MR SANDI: Is that all Ms Mvandaba before I give this opportunity to the Chairman?

NT MVANDABA: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ms Mvandaba.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. Do you have a family
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Ms Mvandaba?

NT MVANDABA: Yes, I have six children.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have a husband?

NT MVANDABA: Yes, I do have a husband, but he is unemployed.

REVD XUNDU: Which standards are your children at school?

NT MVANDABA: The first one is in standard nine, he was born in 1977. The second one was born in 1981, he is in
standard six. The third one was born in 1984, he is in standard three. The forth one is in sub A and the other one was
born in 1991, he is in pre-school and the younger one is at home.

REVD XUNDU: These children are your burden, because your husband is unemployed?

NT MVANDABA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: And you don't get any pension?

NT MVANDABA: Yes, I don't get any pension.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

JUNE CRICHTON: Can you hear me Ms Mvandaba? Can you hear me now?

NT MVANDABA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: There are two questions I have for you. The first one, you were in your yard hanging out napkins
when you were shot and you say that you saw a mello yello. Now was there anybody else in the yard with you - a
witness to the shooting of you that actually saw it happen?

NT MVANDABA: I'm not sure whether there is someone inside here who can verify that but everybody in my Section
knows that I was shot while I was in the washing line.

MS CRICHTON: And the second question that I have for you
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is did you ever approach an attorney?

NT MVANDABA: No, I didn't.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Please proceed Ntsikelelo.



MR SANDI: Let us now go to Mr Christopher Majuba. I would like to greet you Mr Majuba. Looking at your statement,
there is a request that you should make an appearance before this Commission to explain and tell what happened to your
brother Themba Majuba on a Wednesday in August 1985.

Looking at this statement again you say you were absent at the time, but when you arrived you got the information that
your brother had been shot dead.

Could you explain further what actually happened on this day in particular.

C MAJUBA: Yes, I can. I think the fact that in the statement is reflected that I was not there, is a mistake because when
I got there I saw Themba and I asked for the key to the house.

And I asked him to go and get the key to the house. And instead of him coming back, a child came back with the key
telling me that Themba had gone to the shop and that was at about seven o'clock at night.

So I waited for him until very late at night and I went to sleep. The following morning a friend of mine, Nolexi Buswana
came to see me and he asked me that I should go to a meeting at Skonzana Stadium so we went there.

And as we were talking as comrades I was told that the people whose relatives were missing should go to hospital and to
the police station or to the mortuary to look for that person.

MR SANDI: Was Themba missing at the time?
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C MAJUBA: Yes, he did not come back on Wednesday and even on Thursday I went to bed not knowing anything
about his whereabouts. So I decided to send his friends to go and check for him at the police station and hospital and
they couldn't find him.

And on Friday morning I went to the police station and hospital to go and search for him.

MR SANDI: Is this the Duncan Village police station?

C MAJUBA: Yes, it is.

MR SANDI: You did not find him there and you proceeded to the Cambridge police station and you couldn't find him?

C MAJUBA: I went to hospital and I couldn't find him, then I proceeded to the mortuary in Cambridge and I met a short
man who asked me what I wanted, then I told him I was looking for my brother who was missing.

And he asked me what was he wearing when I last saw him so I explained to him that he had a blue duster coat and he
said this description suited someone who was there in the mortuary.

MR SANDI: Was that the police station mortuary?

C MAJUBA: Yes it was.

MR SANDI: So you ultimately saw the body and identified it?

C MAJUBA: Yes, he showed me the body and I identified the body.

MR SANDI: What did you see on his body?



C MAJUBA: I noticed that there was a hole on his head which was quite big and bad and his head was crushed.

MR SANDI: Didn't you asked how it had happened that his body was there?

C MAJUBA: I couldn't ask because the man said he had found the body laying there in the mortuary.
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MR SANDI: By the same you say you went back home to go and tell the people at home?

C MAJUBA: Yes, I did.

MR SANDI: Was it at home that you discovered that comrades told you about the lawyers that were handling matters of
this nature?

C MAJUBA: Yes. A few days later comrades came and informed me about some lawyers that were stationed at the
Roman Catholic Church who were handling matters of the people whose relatives had been murdered.

MR SANDI: Did you perhaps see any of these lawyers?

C MAJUBA: Yes, we went as a family to see these lawyers.

MR SANDI: Who were these lawyers?

C MAJUBA: I can remember Mr Lalla. I think even Mr Nisasuwi was one of them.

MR SANDI: Did you talk to these lawyers?

C MAJUBA: The lawyers said they had come to our assistance and also they wanted to have statements in order to
investigate about these matters.

MR SANDI: Which lawyer did you actually talk to?

C MAJUBA: We talked to Mr Lalla.

MR SANDI: Is there any other thing that you had or perhaps some correspondence from Mr Lalla which you've got?

C MAJUBA: No. What happened is in 1989 one day I got some summons from the Lloyd police station which as from
Mr Colonel de Vos asking me that I should go to court on a particular date.

MR SANDI: Did you go to court?

C MAJUBA: Before I went to court, I took this summons and took it to Mr Lalla, but I couldn't find him. And I went on
frequently until I got Mr Lalla and explained everything to
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him and gave the summons to him.



And he asked whether I had never received any letter from their office. I told them no I had never received it.

And he insisted that he had sent us a letter, but we had not received this letter.

MR SANDI: What did he say was the contents of the letter?

C MAJUBA: He did not explain, but I determined that he was not telling the truth.

MR SANDI: Did you ever leave your house after you had met Mr Lalla for the first time?

C MAJUBA: No.

MR SANDI: Then you say Mr Lalla promised that he would go with you to court?

C MAJUBA: Yes, that's what he said but I decided not to wait and I decided to go to his office so that we should go
together to court and he agreed.

MR SANDI: Did you get him on the day at this office?

C MAJUBA: I went to his office, but I didn't find him and what I did was to go direct to the court and that is where I
found him.

And we were called into the court and after tea time Mr Lalla was called in by the Magistrate and they said they were
adjourning the case.

MR SANDI: What was it that they were talking about here in court? Were there some suspects that could have killed
your brother?

C MAJUBA: We were the only two people that were connected to this case.

MR SANDI: According to what you heard did they perhaps refer to this case as an inquest?

C MAJUBA: Yes.
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MR SANDI: What was the outcome of the inquest?

C MAJUBA: It was the second time that we were going to court and Mr Lalla told me that my brother had been shot by
a police from Pretoria and the third time we went to court I again received a summons from Mr de Vos and I went there
on my own because Mr Lalla was unavailable.

And he wouldn't tell me of the outcome of the court case. Then I heard about a Prosecutor that they were saying my
brother's body was found laying down and there were stones in his hands, but I wasn't happy with this explanation
because I feel it wasn't true.

MR SANDI: Now ultimately Mr Majuba, did you actually get to know who actually killed your brother?

C MAJUBA: The Prosecutors told me that it was a police from Pretoria and a security police, but they said they found
him, my brother, dead but guilty because he had been found with stones, which means that they had been stoning the
police vans.



MR SANDI: Did you again go back to Mr Lalla and discuss this matter so as to have a way forward in as far as this
problem is concerned?

C MAJUBA: I tried as I was advised by the Senior Prosecutor who told me that Mr Lalla had failed and therefor I had to
look for another lawyer.

MR SANDI: Did you do that?

C MAJUBA: Yes, I did go to another lawyer in Nasbank and there was an Indian guy that I talked to and he said he was
going to talk to Mr Lalla but I went on that day and this Indian man said it would be very difficult for him to take over
from Mr Lalla, because they were working together, so he advised me that I should go to another lawyer, or he
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referred me to the BLACK SASH.

And then he asked me to go outside with the intention to phone to Grahamstown, so as to find out what was happening
with this case.

And he said to me this case was known in Grahamstown and I don't know who these people were.

MR SANDI: Now you say at the time you were talking to this lawyer, you could not claim, you could not institute a
claim on this death, now you say in your statement you went to offices of the Lawyers for Human Rights, here in East
London - did they say the time had expired?

C MAJUBA: Yes, that's what they said, but I wouldn't take this because this is what happened in 1989.

MR SANDI: I see that you also wrote a letter to the Minister of Safety and Security, when was that?

C MAJUBA: It was in November, last year.

MR SANDI: Did you get any response?

C MAJUBA: No, I'm still waiting for the response even now.

MR SANDI: Is that all you would like to say?

C MAJUBA: I would say I also gave a statement to the BLACK SASH and I was attended to by a White lawyer who
wrote down the statement and they promised to write to me and they did, calling me to their office.

And they asked me to go and get my file from Mr Lalla so as to be able to look into the details in the file, and proceed
with the case. This is the time when Lalla was not going to the court.

MR SANDI: Now, could we now talk about Themba? How old was Themba at the time?

C MAJUBA: Themba was 20 years old at the time and he was working at Nash and he was about to go for initiation.
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MR SANDI: Do you perhaps have requests that you would like to forward to this Commission?

C MAJUBA: Yes, I wish that this Commission should now take over because my intention was to institute a claim for
the death of my brother.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say?

C MAJUBA: Yes, I've said everything.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Majuba.

REVD FINCA: Over to you Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairman. Mr Majuba, did Themba have any family? Was Themba married?

C MAJUBA: No, but he had a child with another lady and that child is about 13 years old.

REVD XUNDU: That is family. Now how old is that child now?

C MAJUBA: He is about 13 or 14.

REVD XUNDU: Does he go to school?

C MAJUBA: Yes, he goes.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know the names of the child?

C MAJUBA: Her name is Siabonga.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Over to you, June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Majuba, we wait for you. I have three short questions. Can you hear me?

C MAJUBA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: The letter that you sent to the Minister of Safety and Security, do you by any chance have a copy of
that?

C MAJUBA: That's where I made the mistake, because when I was writing this letter, I did not have a copy to keep with
me.
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MS CRICHTON: And the second question is the Senior Public Prosecutor that you spoke to, do you know what his
name was?

C MAJUBA: I do not know his name, because even in court the Lawyers for Human Rights did go to that office and did
not find the short man I had talked to who was a White man.

MS CRICHTON: Then I am misunderstanding you completely, I thought the short man was the man at the mortuary?



C MAJUBA: Even the Senior Prosecutor was short, stout and speaking Xhoza though he was White.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. And then you said you had gathered information from the people who witnessed the
incident that the police shot Themba. Have those names been documented, can you write a list of those names for us?

C MAJUBA: I know that those people who informed me are here in this very hall and if you need them, they will surely
come up.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We thank you all for your evidence. I would like to make a summary because as far as we can see, this
hearing of the Duncan Village massacre, we are not going to put it aside and close the file.

But I would like to make a summary so that this should be kept in record so that we should know how far we have gone.

I am therefor going to say the Commission has listened with shock to testimonies of mass murder. The picture has been
placed before the Commission of a village which was turned into a war zone.

The witnesses who came before the Commission they pointed their fingers to the SADF and the South African police
who according to the information placed before us,
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went on the rampage for three successive days engaging themselves in a warfare with a small, impoverished, deprived
and neglected community of people who were unarmed.

In this part of the hearing we have seen men and children and children shed tears for their loved ones.

We note that according to the evidence, that has been placed before us up to this time, the Government which was in
power at that time, whose security forces were involved in this massacre, was left cold by the mass murder of the people
of Duncan Village.

We note also that no action was taken to order a judicial enquiry into this event. According to the evidence placed
before us at this time, even the so called opposition parties in Parliament which have claimed to have a very clean
record of Human Rights advocacy have according to the evidence before us, done nothing to force the Government of
the day to order an judicial enquiry.

So as far as we are concerned, after listening from the morning session of yesterday and the morning session of today,
the victims of the Duncan Village massacre, we note that this hearing is not closed, the file of this hearing will remain
open.

There are a few things that we want to place on record to be requested. We are requesting the SADF and the SAPS to
deliver to us as a matter of urgency a full list of the officers who were in charge of the SADF and the SAP here in East
London at the time, because we will need them to come before the Commission.

We need the names of Doctors and other medical personnel who were in charge of the hospitals involved with the
victims of this massacre.
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We need a submission by the MD's of Companies who have been cited as accomplices in the testimonies that we have
listened to.

Lastly, for us to complete our hearing we need a submission by a person in authority who can represent the RSA
Government at the time to answer some questions which we are having about the massacre that took place.

As soon as this evidence has been placed before us or this information has been placed before us, we are then going to
convene another hearing possibly here in this hall, where we will complete the hearing of the Duncan Village massacre.

My colleague has just passed on a note that in my summation I must also request that the attorneys who were
representing the victims, specially there is an attorney here who is mentioned constantly, we would like that attorney
also to make a submission so that we can then take all those submissions into consideration before we draw our final
report on the Duncan Village massacre.

I would like to thank the people who have given us their testimony and your bravery, the way you have shown that
though you have gone through this suffering, we salute those who died.

We say that although you live in one of the most deprived areas in the country, one of the most disadvantaged areas.
Yesterday we took a walk just to look round here in Duncan Village, and we were shocked by what we saw, the amount
of deprivation that is visible in this place of Duncan Village.

But these people who have testified before us, have shown that although they come from that kind of area, they
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remain strong and undaunted and we salute them and we say thank you to them.

We will come back at two o'clock to listen to other cases as in their correlated (indistinct) at four o'clock, we stand again
then until two o'clock.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE:24-09-1996 NAME:WELE RUBUSHE

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We have you here in this hearing. I must also thank you for the way you handled us yesterday.

And even your resounding attendance and your respect that you awarded to us because - and you showed that you see
the seriousness of this work whereby we have to listen to the painful things that happened to the people during the times
of repression.

Once more these witnesses here in front of us are going to give their evidence to this Commission and we hope that you
are once more going to show the respect to them as they come forward.

I will also like to extend and convey a message from Archbishop Reverend Desmond Tutu, who is the Chairman of this
Commission. He has said that due to his involvement somewhere, he is unable to be present here with us, but he would
like to say to all of you especially to the witnesses, his greetings and he cares so much about whatever you have to say
to this Commission.

Let me once more introduce to you this panel of my colleagues who work with me in this hearing in Duncan Village and
we are a part of the main Commission though we are based here in the Eastern Cape.

Firstly I would like to introduce to you on my extreme left, Adv Sandi who has taken a long time working and learning
a lot about the Human Right issues and he even had
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to go to Universities abroad and therefor his name came up as one of the people to form this Commission. He hails from
Grahamstown and he helps people who want to get assistance whenever they have some serious cases. Thank you.

Next to me here the lady seated next to me is June Crichton. She comes from work as an activist for Human Rights
issues as a member of BLACK SASH and also as an active member of the Anglican Church. There was a time when she
was away from our region because of ill health, she has recently returned to rejoin the work of our region. We are
delighted to have her, she comes from Port Elizabeth, June Crichton.

Next to me we have a lady - with her experience by the name of Tiny Maya who hails from Umtata and who has been
working for the Black Lawyers' Association during the time of oppression. At the time they were this law that has made
it possible that there should be this Commission. Dulah Omar sent out some lawyer's to the overseas countries to go and
observe what happens during the transitional period, so Mr Maya was one of those people who was sent overseas to go
and observe and get some more information in preparation for this.

Next to Ms Maya we've got a young man there who is - comes from Port Elizabeth. As you can see he is quite young,
and he is Revd Xundu, who is one who has had great contribution during our struggle in this country. And his leadership
is well known in the country. He has worked for a long time in Transkei during the Mtanzima regime, being arrested



and locked in and I would have to take care of his family during his absence. He again moved on to Lamontville in
Natal such that he narrowly escaped death, but he is
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presently based in Port Elizabeth - one of the most outstanding leaders of our people through the time of struggle. He is
a member of the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee, thank you.

So I happen to be the head of all these distinguished people which has made it possible for this region to progress
because these are stable people and people who are rooted in this community.

We are then going to start with our work on this last day here in Duncan Village by listening to and focusing on the
massacre that occurred on the three days from the 10th to the 12th of August in 1985, which erupted from the funeral of
Griffiths, of Ms Victoria Mxenge's funeral.

With intention that we are going to be through with that and after lunch, we shall therefor listen to cases of Human
Rights Violation, with intention to finish up by four o'clock. We shall now hand over to Tiny Maya.

MR SANDI: Just before Tiny Maya tells us the order, maybe there is no need to introduce to you, but I think it is
important, this is Revd Finca from the Chairman of the Board of Council, here in this area.

He is President at (indistinct) and he is one Reverend who at the time of (indistinct) fall, he was asked to take his place,
so because he has been in leadership for quite some time and this makes us to feel good and relaxed so I would like to
say in his own right, he is a fully fledged leader that is quite distinguished and he is here in this Commission rightfully,
especially at this time so let us greet him. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Chairperson, Commissioner I present to you the names of the people who made some requests to come and
make
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an appearance before this Commission. Even today a lot of these people who are going to appear are the people who
were ill-treated at the time of the conflict and at the time when most people were being killed.

So, I am not going to mention the time when these things happened. So we have Zolile Gaza for attempted murder,
Wele Rubushe for attempted murder, Nomasonto Kumalo for attempted murder, Vuyelwa Kumalo who died,
Nomakhosazana Kumalo, who died, Mzwamadoda Sukwana for torture, Sakhile Macwashe for attempted murder,
Griffiths Fivana for attempted murder, Nomfundo Daisy Dodo on behalf of Mteteleli Dodo, attempted murder, Mxolisi
Tototo Mbewana for attempted murder, Funeka Voyiya for attempted murder, Rogers Gqeme for attempted murder,
Nothemba Marjorie on behalf of Mzwanele Fazzie who was murdered in 1982 and Sicelo Fazzie who was murdered in
1984.

We have got Nomonde Cynthia Mahlanza on behalf of Mkhululi Mahlanza who was murdered. We have got Mzwakhe
Mvubu for attempted murder, Michael Makeke for attempted murder, Maki Ntshunde for severe ill-treatment, Noretse
Joyce Wili on behalf of Goodboy Wili, who was murdered.

Elizabeth Kopi on behalf of Ntobeko Kopi who was murdered. Nomathemba Grey, for Fundusile Grey who was
murdered.



Pinana Mazaka for Mike Mazaka who was murdered. That is the lot, Chairperson, I thank you.

REVD FINCA: We thank Ms Maya. For the sake of those who are doing some recording I would like to make you
aware that we have an additional witness, Zogogalela Christopher Majuba as additional victims.

Usually when we are going to talk about people who are
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no more and who died during this conflict, we normally remember them in the way that is appropriate by standing up
and then we mention their names. Could you all rise?

This is in memory of Vuyelwa Kumalo, Nomakhosazana Kumalo. We remember Mzwanele Fazzie, Sicelo Fazzie. We
remember Mkhululi Maklanza.

Goodboy Wili, Ntobeko Kopi, Fundusile Grey. We remember Mike Mazaka. Make them rest in peace, Oh Lord and
give them eternal life, thank you.

Is Zolile Gaza in? No, not yet? We are now going to ask Wele Rubushe to ascend the stage together with Mzwamadoda
Sukwana.

REVD XUNDU: Wele, can you please rise.

WELE RUBUSHE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mzwamadoda?

MZWAMADODA DE VILLIERS SUKWANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much, they are sworn in.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you in this Commission. We are going to hand over to Mr Sandi, who is going to question
you on behalf of the Commission. We are going to start with Mr Rubushe.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much, Chairperson. Let me greet you Mr Rubushe, this morning. How are you?

W RUBUSHE: I am fine.

MR SANDI: Let me confirm first, your names, your full names, you are Wele Rubushe, is that so?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: You reside here at Duncan Village, is that so?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, that's correct.

MR SANDI: Today by being here in front of the Commission, you are going to tell about something that happened to
you
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in August 1985 when it was early int he morning. You were shot, is that so?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: I am going to hand over to you so that you can tell us in details how did this happened. What happened on
that particular day.

W RUBUSHE: In 1985, it was early in the morning, I remember it was on a Tuesday, I was coming from the toilet.
When I was nearer to the house, I saw a hippo, a casper which was at a distance.

When I was still looking at this hippo one White man alighted from the police casper. While I was still looking at this, I
fell. I felt a bullet, when I tried to stand up, I couldn't.

I lost my consciousness. I regained my consciousness at the hospital, I think it was at (indistinct) day. After that I
remained in hospital, I think I was in the hospital for three months.

When I was discharged from the hospital I was taking a treatment until 1986. At least the pain was no longer as serious
but at some stage I could still feel the pain - though I can't remember the years.

But even here, last year I was admitted again in the hospital. It was something like two weeks, it was concerning my
operations.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the name of the Doctor who was examining you in hospital?

W RUBUSHE: That Doctor, I can't remember, I think it is something like Barnard, I'm not sure.

MR SANDI: But Mr Rubushe, you said you went to Lloyd police station to place a claim concerning a shooting. Can
you
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tell us Mr Rubushe, what happened at Lloyd police station?

W RUBUSHE: When I went there, they asked me a question who shot me, I said it is soldiers. They asked me the name
of the soldier, I told them that I don't know the name of the soldier. They said they won't take the case because I don't
know the name of the person.

MR SANDI: If I hear you clearly, you said you were not - just because of the fact that you did not know the name of the
soldier who shot you, no attention was paid to you claim? Was there anything that, maybe you, did you ever approach
any lawyer?

W RUBUSHE: No, I didn't.

MR SANDI: Were there any people who saw you when you were shot, when you were being shot?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, I can say because there are people who took me and one of my neighbours once told me the story.

MR SANDI: What did he say?



W RUBUSHE: He said he saw me while I was being shot by the soldiers.

MR SANDI: At the police station, do you still remember the name of the police that you were going to who said he is
not going to attend to this case of yours, because you don't know the name of the soldier?

W RUBUSHE: No, I don't remember.

MR SANDI: Did you ever go to the police station again or maybe you didn't go there after that?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, I tried to go to Fleet Street, I tried to institute another claim again. Even there, I was not attended
to, just because I didn't know the name of the person who shot me.

MR SANDI: Did you go to Fifth Street police station on the
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very same day?

W RUBUSHE: No, I didn't, I think after a few weeks I went there.

MR SANDI: Whom did you approach at Fleet Street police station?

W RUBUSHE: It was a White man.

MR SANDI: What did he say as a response?

W RUBUSHE: He also asked the very same question that who shot me.

MR SANDI: By the time you were there, were there any other people who used to go to the police station concerning
the very same problems just because they don't know the name of the police and they were not attended to?

W RUBUSHE: I don't know, I won't say, but to me that's what I was told.

MR SANDI: Mr Rubushe, can you go on with your evidence? Is there anything else that you would like to say, anything
else that you would like to add?

W RUBUSHE: The other thing that I would like to add is this, although I was shot by this person whom that I don't
even know, at least something must be done to try and find a reason for this to find this person who shot at me.

MR SANDI: As far as you know, what do you think that might be the reason, what do you think that might be the
reason?

W RUBUSHE: No, I don't know anything.

MR SANDI: Are there any incidents that took place in that particular place where you were shot at, maybe a conflict
between the soldiers and the residents?

W RUBUSHE: No, there was nothing in that place, nothing happened.

MR SANDI: In conclusion Mr Rubushe, what are your requests
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in this Commission?

W RUBUSHE: The request that I have today is that I wish that the Commission should investigate the people who shot
me at that day.

MR SANDI: Nothing else that you said in your statement Mr Rubushe?

W RUBUSHE: Can you repeat that again?

MR SANDI: Is that all, is that your only request Mr Rubushe the investigation about the person who shot you, is there
anything else?

W RUBUSHE: Yes, there is another request that I had. MR SANDI: Can you tell us about that?

W RUBUSHE: I just discovered that my condition needs some, I must go and get some disability grant.

MR SANDI: When was that? Did you happen to get that grant?

W RUBUSHE: I think it was in 1993, 1994.

MR SANDI: Are you employed now, or what are you doing now?

W RUBUSHE: I'm not working.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to say concerning your evidence just before I hand over?

W RUBUSHE: After I was granted this money I have children who are still at school and I am responsible for
everything and I had to go again to ask for something else because my wife also, I had to get another one, because my
wife also, must also take care of the children.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much, I'll hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: While you got this accident, were you working?

W RUBUSHE: No, I was unemployed.
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REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have? How many children do you have?

W RUBUSHE: I have six children.

REVD XUNDU: What standards are they doing?

W RUBUSHE: The first one is doing standard 7, the other two are doing standard 4. The other one is doing standard 7,
the two is doing standard 4. And the other one is doing standard 2.



REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

W RUBUSHE: There is something else that I forgot to say but I think it is written in my statement. I have a problem
concerning my operations. Sometimes, especially in Winter I suffer a lot they are very painful. I visit the day hospital
regularly and then I get some tablets.

Especially the one on my leg sometimes it is very painful, that is the reason why I was admitted at Frere Hospital.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Rubushe. Me are going to go to Mr Sukwana now.

MR SANDI: I greet you Mzwamadoda de Villiers Sukwana. Those are your full names, is that so?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Let me first confirm that you were born in 1969?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: You reside at C, Duncan Village, is that correct?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What you are going to tell us about here today happened in August 1985 here in Duncan Village?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: As from 1969, if I'm counting from 1969, I notice that you were only 15 years old or 16, you were between
15
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and 16 years, is that correct?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Let me start by asking you this question. What are you doing now, are you attending school?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I'm not a scholar.

MR SANDI: Are you working here in East London?

M DE V SUKWANA: I once worked in Gauteng.

MR SANDI: Let's start on the day of the 15th of August 1985 as you said in your statement. By the way you said on this
particular day it was after the houses were burnt and some other places here in Duncan Village, is that so?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that's correct.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us Mr Sukwana freely what happened on that particular day?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes. On the 15th it was midnight, it was midnight, I heard someone kicking the door. It was
White men who were in the company of Siphiwo Jamjam.



When I tried to tell my mother that she must know that I'm being arrested, the Whites took me to the hippo. They said I
must lie there because some of the comrades were already there.

We left because these people had a list.

MR SANDI: You say here in this hippo there were some other people who were arrested?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, it is true.

MR SANDI: Were those people young people or maybe people who were at an age?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, there were older people and there were others who were of my age.

MR SANDI: You're saying the hippo was patrolling, they were looking for people?
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M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, they didn't get the people, they took us to the police station. When I was at the police
station, they said I must take off my clothes and they electrocuted my private parts with electric shots and they hit my
underneath my feet.

After that they asked me about the organisations, political organisations that I was involved in. I told them that I was a
member of ELYO. They locked me up in the cell and after that they took me to the courts and from the court we were
taken to Westbank.

When we arrived at Westbank, the police ordered us to take off our clothes. They were hitting us with batons.

MR SANDI: Let's go back a little bit Mr Sukwana. At the police station, do you still remember the policeman who were
harassing you and torturing you and assaulting you?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I can't remember, because they didn't have their name tags on.

MR SANDI: Let's talk about Westbank now.

M DE V SUKWANA: Do you mean Fort Glamorgan now?

MR SANDI: Yes, that's correct. What happened there?

M DE V SUKWANA: When we arrived there, they ordered us to take off our clothes. They were chasing us, assaulting
us with batons. There was one other policeman by the name of Nkunzemnyama who said we must salute Botha.

He was hitting us. If there is no sort of echo, he'll say that he's not counting that lash and then he'll start afresh hitting us
again.

MR SANDI: How long did this assaults take place?

M DE V SUKWANA: Since we were there we were being assaulted every day.

MR SANDI: You said you stayed there for 3 months?
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M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that's correct.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that every day in this three months, you were being assaulted and tortured?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, he used to wake us up early in the morning and drive us like sheep, hitting us with batons,
even if you come back, the same thing would happen.

MR SANDI: This person, this Nkunzemnyama, do you mean this man's name was Nkunzemnyama?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that's the name that they were using. I don't know his other name.

MR SANDI: Did you ever hear anything about this?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What is it that they were saying about this Nkunzemnyama?

M DE V SUKWANA: I used to hear that he was mishandling, manhandling the people.

MR SANDI: Did you see Nkunzemnyama after that?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, I did after I was released from detention.

MR SANDI: Is he still around?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I haven't seen him for a long time.

MR SANDI: Is that all concerning your evidence Mr Sukwana?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, that's all.

MR SANDI: Is there any wish that you have that you can tell this Commission about? Is there any request that you
would like to make in this Commission today?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, I have a request that the Commission must try to investigate the White men who came to
my house and I would like to do something about them.

MR SANDI: Do you have any aim, do you have any intention? Is there anything that you would like to do?
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M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, I would like to take them into my lawyers, because they broke my teeth.

MR SANDI: You say they broke your teeth.

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, they hit me with the rifle while I was trying to call my mother.

MR SANDI: Are there any teeth that you lost during that time? How many of them? Mr Sukwana, let me as this
question, are there any injuries that you sustained by being assaulted by the police?



MR DE V SUKWANA: Yes, they hit me on my ribs, even now I don't feel good, because sometimes it is painful. Some
of - the other side of my ribs can be painful.

MR SANDI: Is there any treatment that you are getting from a Doctor, maybe from a hospital?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I try to use some other kind of medicine from the herbs.

MR SANDI: Is it necessary to use those herbs if you are not well? Are you still using those herbs even now?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I'm no longer using them.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that those traditional treatment helped you?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, it did.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to say Mr Silwana?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Silwana. Thank you Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Revd Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Were you still at school when you were arrested?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, I was still at school.

REVD XUNDU: What standard were you doing?
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M DE V SUKWANA: I was doing standard 5.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ever go back to school after that?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I didn't.

REVD XUNDU: What was the reason for that? What is the reason for you not to go back to school again?

M DE V SUKWANA: There was no specific reason, I just decided not to go back.

REVD XUNDU: Would you like to go on with your education since education will also help you in life to go on with
your life?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, I would like to go on.

REVD XUNDU: With what?

M DE V SUKWANA: With my education.

REVD XUNDU: What kind of education is that?



M DE V SUKWANA: To go back to school.

REVD XUNDU: To start doing standard 6?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Are you working now?

M DE V SUKWANA: No, I'm not working, I was working in Gauteng, I was working at a garage. After that, I didn't go
back to work.

REVD XUNDU: You didn't get any grant?

M DE V SUKWANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Did you try to make any application?

M DE V SUKWANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Silwana, are there any other people that you know that you were together at Fort Glamorgan?

M DE V SUKWANA: Yes, there are. One of them is Vusumzi Mzuvukile Mbengo who was here yesterday and Mongia
Zimanxa. DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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There is a lot of them, I won't be able to quote, to tell you all of them.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Rubushe and Mr Silwana. We thank you for this testimony trying to reveal to us things
that happened during the Duncan Village massacre.

But I would like to make a request to the people at large. There is this name Nkunzemnyama, but we are not able to use
this name, because it is not the real name of a person. If ever there is somebody else here at Duncan Village who has
some knowledge of this Nkunzemnyama's real name, we would like to get that - there's one there who's - who knows
him. Can you please see us during the break because the aim of this Commission is to go to those people who did these
things.

Reconciliation is not going to be - we are not going to have reconciliation not until we meet those people and for them
to come forward and they must also be here with the victims also.

So this Nkunzemnyama's name is, we hear this Nkunzemnyama's name for the forth time. We would like to know his
real name to get his true identity so that we can go to him.

Thank you very much, you can go back to your places.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 23-09-1996 NAME: NOMBULELO THOLE

NONGOKU ZWELIFILE

CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We would call Nombelelo Elizabeth Thole and Nongoku Zwelifile. Will you please come forward.

REVD XUNDU: I would like them to take an oath. Nombulelo, will you please stand up.

NOMBULELO ELIZABETH THOLE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Nongoku?

NONGOKU ZWELIFILE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you to this Commission. I would like you to put the microphones in your heads because
Ms Crichton is going to ask you questions. She will ask you questions in English and you will get interpretation in
Xhoza. Thank you, over to you June.

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Ms Thole, good afternoon. You can hear me? Can you hear me? I am conscious that I
do not want to interrupt.

Let's try again now, can you hear me now? I am conscious that there is an audience here who needs to hear what you
say, so I am going to ask you very few questions and let you tell your story. I may need to interrupt you

to clarify a point, though.

After the funeral on the 13th of August, two days after it in fact, your brother was shot and killed, by the South African
Defence Force soldiers. Would you tell us as much
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as you know what happened?

MS THOLE: Yes, I will tell you. Yes, I can explain. My brother Zandisile Thole was shot on the Monday, in the
morning and men had been asked to go outside and he was sleeping. People came in our house and they said all men
must go outside and my brother went outside.

There is a street called Bomele Niomzamo, we found him ...

REVD FINCA: Sorry I want to interrupt you. There are people listening in the house, there are people listening on their



radios around South Africa. They are listening because they want to hear your story. Please when you are talking, be
clear so that people can hear you, thank you.

NE THOLE: It was on Monday when Zandisile was shot. People came at home in the morning, they said that all men
must go outside, and he was sleeping at that time.

And they came to my house and they told us that all men must go outside and he also went outside. When they were
around the Bemene Street near Mzamo, someone came at my house and told us that Zandisile was shot on the corner
and we went there and we saw that he was shot at the head and in his leg.

We didn't find any car so that we can take him to the hospital, some boys helped us to take him, to try to take him to the
hospital. When we approached Gonstown, we saw a car coming because there were no cars near Duncan Village and
then we went through the Coloured area in Buffalo Flats, we went to the hospital and the hospital was so full, we waited
for a long time.

And they came and took him to the wards, we left him there. We went back home with the car. On Tuesday we went
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to the hospital to look for him, it was so difficult for us, we also went through the Coloured area.

In hospital they told us to wait, and we waited. While we were still waiting, two nurses came to us - they told us that he
died yesterday, he didn't survive. That is when we knew that he was dead.

MS CRICHTON: Can you tell me about the funeral, were there any incidents at the funeral?

INTERPRETER: Can the Speaker please come closer a little bit to the mike?

NE THOLE: On the funeral day he was buried, but whilst we were still there, people said that the soldiers were near the
holes in the stadium. We waited there for a long time before we can go to bury him.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you say that you want assistance with your deceased brother's child who is
schooling. How old is this child?

NE THOLE: He is 12 years old, he is 12 years old.

MS CRICHTON: Is he at school still? Is he at school?

NE THOLE: Yes, he is at school, he is in standard 4.

MS CRICHTON: Were there any civil claims made, did you visit an attorney at all?

NE THOLE: No, we didn't go to any attorneys because we didn't have money, he was the only breadwinner at home.

MS CRICHTON: Is there any other request that you have that you want to put to the Commission?

NE THOLE: My request is about his child. I want his child to be educated.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much, Ms Thole, I am going to hand you back to our Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you June. Are there any questions?



DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 N ZWELIFILE

Thank you. Are there any questions? Okay, take the next person.

MS CRICHTON: Nongoku Zwelifile, take the stand please. Can you hear me Ms Zwelifile? Are you comfy now and
can you hear me?

MS ZWELIFILE: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: You are here today to tell us about your brother, Bonakele Bongani Zwelifile, is that correct, who was
shot?

MS ZWELIFILE: Yes, that's correct.

MS CRICHTON: Shot on the 11th of August by the South African Defence Force, is that correct?

MS ZWELIFILE: Yes, he was shot by the soldiers.

MS CRICHTON: Will you tell us what happened as you understand it?

MS ZWELIFILE: What happened on that Tuesday of August, there were men who came to my house and they, when
they arrived at home, they said that they want all men to be outside. They didn't respond to that and this people waited
outside and they said that they want all men to go outside.

And my mother said to the children they must go outside, I am the oldest and my brothers are younger than me. I said to
my mother, they are younger, they should not go outside and I said to my mother she doesn't know who wants them and
why they are wanted and then he woke them up and said they must go outside and they went outside.

They left us there at home, they were shot and my older brother came back home and he didn't, he wasn't shot. The other
one - he was shot in his heart where there was an ID book in his pocket. My mother said that that looked like my son
and it was him.
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He was taken there and he was dead at that time, people were not aware that he was dead.

They wanted to take him to hospital, but they couldn't. When the car arrived the owner of the car got injured. He was
shot, but fortunately ... (tape ends) My older brother was fainting because he was so shocked at home. My mother was
so afraid, he was so scared.

He asked me to go to Cambridge because they were so afraid, they were not strong, they were weak. They wanted me to
go there to take my brother to the mortuary. They asked me what happened, and then I said that people arrived at my
home and I don't know who they are. I didn't see them.

We waited for the funeral day, praying and soldiers used to come while we were still praying and the comrades used to
come to my house to pray and the soldiers used to go there every time.

We were so scared, even when the comrades were praying for us, we were so afraid.



MS CRICHTON: Ms Zwelifile, I'm going to stop you at that point and I want to ask you a question. You say that after
he was certified dead and a year later, you were told to go to court. Will you tell us about what happened at court
please?

MS ZWELIFILE: I received a letter from court and then I asked my brother to accompany me there. We went to the
court, I didn't go to the courtroom, I just went to another room, to the private room. And I was asked a question of
whether my brother hit the police with stones and then I said I didn't know that, because my brother was not alone. And
he didn't throw stones to the police.
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MS CRICHTON: Can you tell me how they tried to persuade you. You said they tried to persuade you, what did they
do?

MS ZWELIFILE: I just asked them whether that's the only question they wanted to ask me and then they said that's all.
And I left the letter there, they didn't ask me any other questions. I asked my brother who was that police and then he
said the one is Nqawe and my brother didn't know who others were.

MS CRICHTON: Did you have any further harassment from the police after that?

MS ZWELIFILE: No, but they stopped me while I was coming from my work, from my job - we're not employed at
home. They stopped me and they wanted to beat me, they wanted me to return the food of which my boss gave me,
because they said we didn't like whites, so I should return back the food.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you have asked that you wanted some form of reparation for the son who is the son
of Bonakele, is that correct?

MS ZWELIFILE: Yes, that's correct.

MS CRICHTON: Would you like to tell me what you mean by some form of reparation, what do you mean exactly? Do
you want help with education?

MS ZWELIFILE: My request is that I want his mother to be helped, because their father died when they were still
young. My mother brought them here in East London and I was working for them. He is old now and I want him to be
educated.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mr Zwelifile, I hand you back to the Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Nombulelo and Ms Zwelifile, Nongoku
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Zwelifile, I was referring to that lady next to you - we would like to thank you for coming here.

For bringing the evidence in front of this Commission about the death of your brothers. Your brothers died in the
struggle between the South African Defence Force and the people of Duncan Village.



As we are listening to the stories, it becomes clear to us that the situation you are presenting to us, is a struggle. It was a
war which required people to loose their lives to compensate. Your brothers, both of them, Bonakele and Zandisile, they
fought and they died in this war.

We would like to thank you on behalf of the Commission for coming in front of the Commission and we guarantee that
the Commission will look upon your requests and even if the President has done something or even if he hasn't done
anything, but you have to know that your brothers are amongst those who fought for this country.

They fought for the freedom of this country. We would like to thank you very much and we would like you to take your
seats now, thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Mbengo. I would now call Wilson Vandoyi.

REVD XUNDU: I would like him to take an oath Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Vandoyi for coming in front of this Commission. Revd Xundu will take you in oath in
the name of the Truth Commission and he will be the one asking you questions on behalf of the Commission, thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Please stand up Mr Wilson.

WILSON VANDOYI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Chairperson and the President of this Commission gives me this opportunity to ask you questions.
What is your clan name sir?

W VANDOYI: I'm from the Mtandi clan.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. In your statement you said you were staying in the men's hostel. Were you there with your
family or alone?

W VANDOYI: I was staying there with my family.

REVD XUNDU: On this day on which you were arrested, you said you heard the shots being fired, can you please tell
us what happened on that day?

W VANDOYI: On that day I went out of my house at about four o'clock. I went out of my house after four o'clock and I
went through the Douglas Street. I went through the Douglas Street, when I was approaching the hostel, I heard shots
being fired.
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REVD XUNDU: What time was it at that time?

W VANDOYI: It was after four o'clock, but I'm not sure, but it was before half past four. I hears shots being fired, while
I was still looking around, I heard the bullet in the back of my arm.

I fell down. It was still, the sun was still light, it was not dark. I didn't see the people who were shooting me. I just heard
noises from the hostel. I was still conscious a little bit at that time. People from the hostel said that the person who was
shot should be taken. Two policemen came and I had the bullet inside my body.

I wanted to stand up but I couldn't.



REVD XUNDU: Where did the police take you?

W VANDOYI: They took me to the hospital.

REVD XUNDU: What happened in the hospital?

W VANDOYI: I was semi-conscious but when the police came to me, I regained my consciousness. While I was in the
van, the police van I was unconscious. I didn't know where I was. I regained my consciousness at night in the hospital.

REVD XUNDU: Please continue.

W VANDOYI: I regained my consciousness in the hospital at night and I was feeling pain and I was also afraid.

REVD XUNDU: You got scared, and did you sleep over at the hospital?

W VANDOYI: I didn't know where I was. On the morning I slept two weeks in the hospital and we went home. Before I
went home, I slept there on Friday. On Monday it was the third day, three policemen came and they were wearing green
clothes and they were called the Green Barrets in the township.

They asked me my name and I told them. They asked me
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other things but I don't clearly remember.

REVD XUNDU: Did you recognise this policemen?

W VANDOYI: No, I don't know who they are.

REVD XUNDU: Did they come back on the 18th as you've said in your statement?

W VANDOYI: Yes. After the three policemen went, the other two policemen came the same day. They asked details
and they went.

On the 18th they came to my house and they told me to go to Frick Street and I went there on the morning, on the 19th. I
went there on the morning of the 19th.

REVD XUNDU: What happened in Frick Street? Did you give any statements?

W VANDOYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Who said that ... (intervention)

W VANDOYI: The policeman who brought me from home.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know his name?

W VANDOYI: I think his surname is Qoboshiyane.

REVD XUNDU: Did you write a statement?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I did, but I firstly asked the question before writing the statement. They said that the statement



concerns the way I was injured. They asked me whether I knew the people who shot me and then I said no.

REVD XUNDU: Did you really not know the people that shot you?

W VANDOYI: No, I didn't know them.

REVD XUNDU: Did you know whether they were policemen or just ordinary people?

W VANDOYI: I know they were policemen, because they were in the police van wearing green clothes.

REVD FINCA: I want you to be clear, I don't want you to
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say you don't know whether they were policemen or what, I want you to be clear and specific. Do you say you were shot
by policemen or ...

W VANDOYI: Yes, they were policemen.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Please continue.

REVD XUNDU: Where did you meet Jeram?

W VANDOYI: After submitting my statement I went to Jeram.

REVD XUNDU: Did you submit your statement?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I did.

REVD XUNDU: You went to Jeram?

W VANDOYI: Yes, after submitting my statement. I told him what happened.

REVD XUNDU: Were you trying to claim?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I was. He asked me questions of whether I know these people and then I told him that I don't know
this policeman, I was just on my way, I didn't see any van. I didn't see any police van, I just saw it when they took me
with it to the hospital. He tried to submit this claim but he said that I don't have a witness.

REVD XUNDU: What about the people from the hostel who saw you? Did they come to give evidence?

W VANDOYI: No, they did not. I went to them, those who said they saw me when I was shot, but they didn't go there.

REVD XUNDU: In other words you didn't get any witness to support your story?

W VANDOYI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go to Black Sash?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I did.

REVD XUNDU: What about Mr Lalla?



W VANDOYI: I went to one Doctor, but I forgot his name,
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he gave me Mr Lalla.

REVD XUNDU: Ma Lalla is a lawyer.

W VANDOYI: Yes, he's a lawyer. I received a letter from Mr Lalla calling me to come to his office. But the case was
difficult because he said I didn't have a witness and I don't know who shot me.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement to Officer Qoboshiyane, did you tell him that you were shot by policemen?

W VANDOYI: Can you please repeat.

REVD XUNDU: When you were making your statement to Mr Qoboshiyane?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I did tell him that I was shot by policemen, but we didn't have a witness. I told Mr Qoboshiyane
that I was shot by policemen. And after taking the statement he came to take me to the place where I was shot and I
showed him that I was sleeping there.

REVD XUNDU: At this time it was the time of political activities. Were you a member of any political organisation?

W VANDOYI: No, I was not a member. These people shot you when you were alone.

REVD XUNDU: Were you alone or were there any other people with you?

W VANDOYI: I was alone at that time.

REVD XUNDU: Were you working at that time?

W VANDOYI: No, I was not working.

REVD XUNDU: You were staying there with your wife? You were staying in the hostel with your wife?

W VANDOYI: I didn't say I was staying in the hostel.

REVD XUNDU: Were you not staying in the hostel?

W VANDOYI: No, I didn't stay in the hostel, I was just DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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passing the hostel on my way to Duncan Village. I was staying in Duncan Village.

REVD XUNDU: Where exactly were you injured?

W VANDOYI: On my lower shoulder.

REVD XUNDU: As a result of that, do you have any problems with your shoulder?



W VANDOYI: Yes, I do because my arm cannot work properly. I had an operation.

REVD XUNDU: Did you work after this incident?

W VANDOYI: No.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have any other means of support now?

W VANDOYI: No, but I tried to apply for a pension and I succeeded at that time. But now they told me to go to the
Doctor in order to receive more pension.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have any request to the Commission? Although we are not deciding the one who are deciding
what to do with the people's cases, but will you please just tell us your request.

W VANDOYI: My request to the Commission is since I am unable to work at this present time, I can't even - I can't
work with my arm because it is so painful. My request is that I have five children and I would like the Commission to
educate my children.

REVD XUNDU: Which standards are they?

W VANDOYI: The first one is in standard 8, the second one is in standard 7, the third one is in standard 3, the fourth
one is in lower standards and the last one is not at school.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir.

REVD FINCA: Any questions? You were behaving yourself during the day so I hope that you will behave until the end.
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There are situations which need to be laughed, but please don't do that for a long time. We'll give this opportunity to Mr
Ntsikelelo Sandi to ask questions.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chair. Mr Vandoyi, I would like to ask you some questions in order for me to get some clarity
on what really happened. Firstly do you know who shot you?

W VANDOYI: No, I don't know.

MR SANDI: Do you have any suspicions of who shot you?

W VANDOYI: No, I don't have any suspicions, I was just on my way - there is no one who I can say who might shoot
me.

MR SANDI: You said this happened on the 28th of November 1986? Were there any other things happening here in
Duncan Village?

W VANDOYI: No. There was nothing happening on that day, there was no toyi-toyi on that day.

MR SANDI: On the spot where you were shot, was there any conflict between the people and the police?

W VANDOYI: No, there was no conflict. There was nothing on that day, there was no toyi-toyi.

MR SANDI: The people who saw you being shot, what did they say?



W VANDOYI: The ones I went to they just said they saw me when I was taken by the police, the two witnesses. When I
went to them, they didn't want to go to the lawyers. When I went to them, they didn't want to come out, they were so
scared.

MR SANDI: These are the people who said you were shot by the police?

W VANDOYI: Yes.

MR SANDI: What were they afraid of?
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W VANDOYI: I don't know, but it seems as if they were afraid of being arrested. One of them said so.

MR SANDI: Do you know where we can reach these people?

W VANDOYI: I wrote their name when I was submitting my statement.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Vandoyi. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mr Vandoyi, you said the two witnesses was so important in the story, you know their names?

W VANDOYI: Yes, I know their names.

REVD FINCA: I don't see their names in your statement, can you please give us their names? I don't see their names in
your statement, will you please give us their names?

W VANDOYI: They are Mlulami Jwambi. Mlulami Jwambi.

REVD FINCA: And the second one?

W VANDOYI: Sonwabo Xoko. Sonwabo, the surname is Xoko.

REVD FINCA: Do you know where they are staying?

W VANDOYI: Yes. They are staying here in Duncan Village. They are staying in Mgaleni Section.

REVD FINCA: Do you meet them now?

W VANDOYI: Yes.

REVD FINCA: Why did they refuse to support you since they have this important information about your story and
their information seems to be the only one who can help this case to continue? Why did they refuse?

W VANDOYI: They said they were afraid, they were scared of being arrested, because at that time people were arrested
a lot. In 1986 people were arrested when testifying.

REVD FINCA: Since we are free now, why are they still afraid?

W VANDOYI: When I submitted my statement, I wrote their names.
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REVD FINCA: Were they afraid at that time?

W VANDOYI: Yes, they were afraid before we got freedom.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Dr Kahn, as you have mentioned him in your statement, was he the Doctor who examined
you after you got injured?

W VANDOYI: Yes, he also sent me to Mr Lalla.

REVD FINCA: Was it Dr Kahn?

W VANDOYI: Yes.

REVD FINCA: Where can we reach him?

W VANDOYI: I think he left this place, he is in Cape Town. He was here in day, in day hospital then, but he is in Cape
Town now. Maybe you'll find he's there in the hospital although he's gone. My file is still there, I forgot something.
After I went, going to Jeram, I didn't get my file in the hospital.

I looked for it, but I couldn't find it, and they made me a new one - the second one. I couldn't find the first file.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Wilson Vandoyi for submitting the statement. As we have already said, we would like as
a Commission to meet with these two witnesses and we will also try to investigate and to find out where are the files for
Dr Kahn so that we can get details.

We'd like to thank you for bringing this forward. This is our chance to try to continue with your case. We will try by all
means to try and help you with your case. Thank you.

-------------------
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CASE: DUNCAN VILLAGE

DAY 1

THE COMMISSION COMMENCES WITH PRAYERS

REVD FINCA: We thank the Minister for his opening prayer in this Duncan Village
hearing. We thank everybody here present today who have come to participate as
to put before this Commission all the things that occurred to them. We would
like to introduce this panel here before you.

On my extreme right we have Revd Xundu, who is a Minister in Port Elizabeth, who
is the member of the Commission as a member of the Committee of the Reparation
and Rehabilitation Committee. Here next to me is Miss Yolisa Judith Maya, who is
a lawyer by profession from Umtata and she is a member of the Human Rights
Violation Committee.

On my left is Judy Crichton, who has been working for the (indistinct) and who
is also a member of the Human Rights Violation Committee and next to her is Mr
Sandi. The full name is Ntsikelelo and he comes from Grahamstown. She is also a
member of the Human Rights Violation Committee. We thank all of you who are here
this morning that you are here in this hall to listen with us to all the stories
and all that happened to the people in 1985 as presented by the witnesses who
are going to come before this Commission.

Tiny Maya is going to announce and tell us what is happening this morning and
tell us the order of the day.

MS MAYA: We thank you. I present to you a list of the
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people who made before this Commission some requests and I am going to read this
list according to the way they are going to appear before this Commission,
unless there will be some changes.

Firstly we've got Mtswembeyi Zenzisi to represent Mphangeli Matshekethe,
murdered in 1985. There is Jane Mxoli to represent Nothozayo Suthu, murdered in
1985. Nonkululeko Ngcaka, representing Thembekile Ngcaka, murdered in 1985.
Xoliswa Makhuluphala and Thembisa Tifi is going to testify attempted murder in
1985.

Phumla Wokona for attempted murder in 1985. Mbuyiselo Monster Nqokotho for
attempted murder in 1985. Nontuthuzelo Mvandaba for attempted murder in 1985.
Mqondeni Wilmont Bottoman for severe treatment in 1985. Mninawa Richard Gomba
for attempted murder in 1985. Nombulelo Elizabeth Thole for Zandisile Thole was
murder in 1985. Nongoku Zwelifile, Bonakele Bongani Zwelifile who was murdered
in 1985.

Vusumzi Mzuvukile Mbengo on attempted murder in 1985. Eunice Nontuthuzelo
Bewula, Thembile Bewula who was murdered in 1985. Zola Wellington Ndarana, for
attempted murder in 1985. Mpumelelo Sisulu for attempted murder in 1985. Wilson
Vandoyi for attempted murder in 1985. Mirriam Mandaba Mzamo for attempted murder



in 1986.

Thabang Maretloane who was tortured in 1985. Zuko Galela, who was tortured in
1985. Buyisile Ryan Mapisa, who was tortured in 1975 to 1986. I thank you,
Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank Ms Maya. We usually, when there are people that we are
going to refer to who have died, we normally give some honour to those people
before we begin with the hearing.
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Could you all rise and give our honour and remembrance to those who died. We
remember Mphangeli Matshekethe. We remember Nothozayo Suthu. This is in
remembrance of Thembekile Ngcaka. We remember Zandisile Thole. We remember
Bonakele Bongani Zwelifile. We remember Thembile Bewula. We remember Bubble
Mzamo - let them rest in peace oh Lord and give them an everlasting life.

We are going to come to call our first victim by the name of Mtswembeyi Zenzisi,
Jane Mxoli, Nonkululeko Ngcaka. We are going to listen to them at the same time.
We welcome you, the three of you. Ladies, you have come before this Commission
to give evidence about the death of your relatives, three of your relatives
during some problem here in Duncan Village, 1985.

We think that you have come before this Commission to give this evidence so that
the whole world should know about them and also this Commission to give a
hearing to your request in connection with your people. We are now going to hand
over to Revd Xundu who is going to lead you into the oath after which Ntsikelelo
Sandi is going to question you on behalf of this Commission - thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, I would now like Mtswembeyi Zenzisi to
rise.

MTSWEMBEYI ZENZISI: (sworn states)

INTERPRETER: Interpretation services cannot continue because we cannot hear the
Speaker. Interpretation services cannot continue because we cannot hear the
Speaker.

REVD XUNDU: Could you rise, Jane Mxoli?

JANE MXOLI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Could you rise, Nonkululeko Ngcaka?

NONKULULEKO NGCAKA: (sworn states)
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REVD XUNDU: Thank you - I've sworn them in Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Over to you Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Chairperson. Let me greet you Ms Zenzisi. How are you Ms
Zenzisi today?

MS ZENZISI: No, I'm fine. How are you?



MR SANDI: I'm also fine, thank you since we last saw each other yesterday, now
could I ask you to come closer to the microphone as you speak so that you can be
clearly heard. Even this behind me, the interpreters should be in a position to
hear you as you explain and tell us about your painful story. Let's first start
off by referring to your statement which we have here in front of us. Your
husband, on the 14th of August was shot and died - is that the case?

MS ZENZISI: Yes, it is like that.

MR SANDI: Just before you explain to us about this incident, could you briefly
explain and tell us about your husband?

What work was he doing at the time? Could you again repeat? Your husband - what
kind of a person was he? Was he a worker or was he unemployed? What was he doing
at the time he was shot?

MS ZENZISI: He was working at Kasif and in 1984 this Company closed and then
they were retrenched and he was unemployed.

MR SANDI: So at the time he was shot, was he unemployed?

MS ZENZISI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Right, let's move on and get into the main point.

MS ZENZISI: It was on a Tuesday morning and we woke up. My husband went to the
shop to go and buy cooldrink. As I was sitting there I decided to go outside
because I could hear some gunfire and I saw some people and I joined them.
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As I was standing there, a young child came to me and said -and told me that my
husband had been shot. He was one of

the people that had been shot and when I asked her for the second time, the
people stopped me and whilst I was standing there, still considering what I had
just heard from the child, I decided to go to one direction. As I was walking
there where the people were laying, I met my brother and he asked me where I was
getting to and I told him where I was getting to. And he asked me to go back.

I was interested to go and see what was happening there, where there were
people, so I stood there with my brother insisting that I should go back because
he insisted that he was not very injured - seriously injured. And I decided to
go back.

Then I saw a young boy who told me that all the people that had been shot, had
died. And he said my husband had been hit on the head and I was unhappy.

MR SANDI: You can take your time Ms Zenzisi, we can wait for you whilst you are
trying to compose yourself. Ms Zenzisi, are you now ready to continue? I would
like to ask, by the way, are there any incidents that had occurred at the time,
what was the situation here in Duncan Village during this period of your
husband's death?

MS ZENZISI: It was very bad at the time in 1985. Even those who survived cannot
tell how they managed.

MR SANDI: Are there perhaps any certain incidents that you still recall which
happened at that time?



MS ZENZISI: What happened is, there was a problem with the school children. They
had their grievances and their needs and even the community had a problem with
the Councillors.

DUNCAN VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

6 M ZENZISI

MR SANDI: Were there policemen and some South African

Defence Force members at the time?

MS ZENZISI: Yes, they used to be there all the time and they used to shoot all
the time.

MR SANDI: Could we go back a little and talk about the shooting of your husband
and talk about the funeral. How was the funeral? Were there any incidents on the
day of the funeral which were of disturbance to the proceedings of the funeral?

MS ZENZISI: At the time of the funeral nothing actually happened. We just buried
my husband, though there were some policemen and some soldiers around.

MR SANDI: Now, you said you had children, two of them?

MS ZENZISI: At the time he died, I had one child, but I was pregnant, three
months pregnant with our second child.

MR SANDI: Where are those children now?

MS ZENZISI: The children are at my home in Mooiplaas.

MR SANDI: But you live here in Duncan Village?

MS ZENZISI: Yes, I live here because I'm working here.

MR SANDI: Do these children go to school?

MS ZENZISI: Yes, they do.

MR SANDI: Are there any request or anything you would like this Commission to do
for you?

MS ZENZISI: Yes, I have some requests to forward to this Commission.

MR SANDI: Could you explain and tell us what those requests are?

MS ZENZISI: My requests are that I need some assistance to educate my children,
that is the main request I have.

MR SANDI: Is your explanation about your incident, have you told us everything
about the incident?
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MS ZENZISI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you for your contribution. I shall now hand you over to the



Chairperson who may give me permission to go on to Ms Mxoli.

REVD FINCA: Are there any questions? Over to you, Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Ms Zenzisi, I would like to ask you some
questions. Did you know who shot your husband?

MS ZENZISI: No.

MS MAYA: Was there any investigation that was done in connection with his death?

MS ZENZISI: No, nothing was done.

MS MAYA: Did you perhaps go to any police station to lay a charge?

MS ZENZISI: No, I didn't.

MS MAYA: Did you institute any claim to the lawyers?

MS ZENZISI: No, I didn't.

MS MAYA: Thank you. How old are your children?

MS ZENZISI: The first is 14 years old, the second one is 10 years old.

MS MAYA: In what standards are they?

MS ZENZISI: The first is in standard 4, the second one is in standard 2.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Ms Zenzisi.

REVD FINCA: Ms Zenzisi, I would like to ask you another short question. Why was
your husband shot? Do you perhaps have any reason or any knowledge?

MS ZENZISI: I really don't know because I last saw him when he was going to a
shop to buy cooldrink, and then the next thing I heard that he had been shot
dead.
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REVD FINCA: Was he perhaps a political activist at that time?

MS ZENZISI: I wouldn't know whether he was an activist at the time, but on this
particular day he had just gone out to buy cooldrink. But I wouldn't tell
anything about his activities.

REVD FINCA: Over to you Ntsikelelo Sandi.

MR SANDI: Mr Zenzisi, do you perhaps - can you tell us that at the time were
people just shot by the police and the soldiers who was walking in the streets?

MS ZENZISI: No, this was not a normal occurrence. This had just started. It
started on a particular Sunday and there was just wild shooting, even if people
had just gone out to the toilet, they would be shot.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. We thank you Ms Zenzisi, Mr Sandi we are now going to ask
Ms Mxoli. I would like to greet you Ms Mxoli at this morning. Are you in the
(indistinct). Firstly, I would like to make sure in short, that all this I've
got here is right. You are residing in Duncan Village in East London, is that



so?

MS MXOLI: Yes.

MR SANDI: You came here today concerning your son, Nothozayo Suthu who was shot,
is that so?

MS MXOLI: Yes.

MR SANDI: I would like you to tell us your story in full what happened to your
son. I give this opportunity to you, Ms Mxoli.

MS MXOLI: It was on Tuesday about ten o'clock. I was staying in Ntumeni and he
was staying with my brother. Whilst we were still sitting at home I was still
looking at my other son, because he was restless - he used to go out
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all the time and Themba came - he told me that my son was shot and he was in
hospital.

While I was still sitting there, he was in hospital - I went with my children
there.

MR SANDI: Please take your time, Ms Suthu, the Commission will wait for you.

MS MXOLI: We went there with my children and while we were there, they told us
he was dead. We came back and when we approached Ntsolo, we met a car and this
car took us and there were people who had thrown stones to this car. (tape ends)

MR SANDI: (tape continues) .... who were in the soldiers' car?

MS MXOLI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Please continue, Ms Suthu.

MS MXOLI: We came home and on Wednesday - and on Thursday my other son came from
Johannesburg and on Thursday morning three boys came towards my house and they
were passing, and they were running, they were followed by soldiers.

And the soldiers came to my house and asked us who are these people and my son
told them that I don't know who are they. And the soldiers asked why don't you
know them.

INTERPRETER: The Speaker's microphone is not on.

MS MXOLI: My son told them Kinq told them to shoot me because they shot our son,
but they didn't respond, they just went on and they left us.

MR SANDI: All this was happening before the funeral?

MS MXOLI: Can you please repeat it?

MR SANDI: All this was happening before the funeral?

MS MXOLI: Yes, the soldiers came and they chased these three boys before the
funeral.
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MR SANDI: Were there any other activities which were happening in the township
where your son was shot?

MS MXOLI: Yes, there were many activities happening. It was difficult to go out
and fetch water, because they were shooting teargas towards us. My son was sick,
he had a chest problem, he was always hospitalised and that soldiers used to
shoot us with teargas on our way to hospital.

MR SANDI: Were there any other things which were done by soldiers when they met
people?

MS MXOLI: Yes, the soldiers did many things at those times. While you were on
your way you were always praying because you didn't know what was going to
happen to you.

MR SANDI: In other words, Ms Suthu, Ms Mxoli, together with Ms Zenzisi who
talked before you, was it a miracle that other people were not shot during that
time?

MS MXOLI: I wouldn't say because there are casualties which happened at that
time. The soldiers caused many problems and many people were injured at that
time.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any lawyers, Ms Mxoli concerning this matter?

MS MXOLI: Can you please repeat?

MR SANDI: Did you go to any lawyers for advice?

MS MXOLI: No.

MR SANDI: Were there any people who were arrested because of this shooting?

MS MXOLI: No.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us Ms Mxoli, how this shooting - what this
shooting did to you?

MS MXOLI: It injured me very much. I am still in pain - even now because I don't
know what was the reason for my son's death.
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MR SANDI: Can you proceed now Ms Mxoli? Are you ready to proceed? You said your
son has a child, Pindiwe? Where is she?

MS MXOLI: She is by my daughter here in Ntanzani and my daughter has got a baby
now.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us Ms Mxoli, what is your request in front of this
Commission?

MS MXOLI: My request is that I need assistance. I need to



be helped with this child because I am unable to support this child at this
present moment.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you want to say Ms Mxoli?

MS MXOLI: Yes, there is nothing more.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Ms Mxoli. I would give this opportunity to this Chairman,
thank you.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: She will need to put earphones on, I think.

REVD FINCA: There is some technical problem so we are going to resume later. We
are going to adjourn whilst the technicians are attending to the problem - thank
you. We are now going to hand over to June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Ms Mxoli? Can you hear me? Good. I just want to
clarify something. I want to ask you about a statement you made when you said
that you went to the hospital and the child that was with you was affected by
the teargas that was constantly being thrown, is that the same child Nothozayo
or is it another child?

MS MXOLI: Which one, I can't - I don't understand your question. No, it is not,
this was a child, this was a child who belonged to Kinq, not mine.

MS CHRICHTON: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Over to you, Revd Xundu.
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REVD XUNDU: I would like to know at the time of your son's death, was he
working?

MS MXOLI: No, he had just been discharged from hospital because he was ill and
he was on his way to Mtansani.

REVD XUNDU: Did he have any family?

MS MXOLI: Yes, he had two children which he had got from another lady and this
other one does not stay with me.

REVD XUNDU: Where do this children live?

MS MXOLI: One stays with me.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Fundiswa?

MS MXOLI: Yes, I was paying for his education.

REVD XUNDU: Do you always get medical examination and treatment?

MS MXOLI: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: We are now going to ask Ms Ngcaka to come forward. Let me thank you Ms
Ngcaka for your presence here today to explain to us what happened to your son.
By the way what was your son's name?



MS NGCAKA: His name was Thembekile Ngcaka.

MR SANDI: Who shot him?

MS NGCAKA: I was in King William's Town and Thembekile was here in Duncan
Village so my father came to inform me that my son had been shot and he was in
hospital. I was shocked and I thought he was dead. I then immediately went to
hospital and I saw my son admitted in hospital.

And he had been shot on his tummy and I used to visit him in hospital and until
he was discharged, one of the nursing sisters said they did not see anything in
his tummy so he had an operation from the diaphragm down to the abdomen. So he
was discharged and I took him to King William's Town.
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And whilst we were there he couldn't eat properly and I didn't know what was
wrong with him and I had forgotten that he had been shot. When it is hot, he
used to feel very sick and we didn't have money to send him to the Doctor, so
one other day he went with my mother and my mother came with the report that he
had taken ill.

And he would feel thirsty and I had the impression that he healed completely,
but I wasn't satisfied with his state of health. But I did not bother myself
much about taking him to Doctors, so he fell ill until I was perturbed and I
decided to take him to a Doctor who diagnosed that his tummy was swollen so I
took him to the Grey Hospital in King William's Town and I was told that he had
been referred to Frere Hospital.

I could not make a follow up.

MR SANDI: I noticed that your child at the time you are shot was very young. How
old was he at the time?

MS NGCAKA: He was 8 years old at that time.

MR SANDI: Did you perhaps go to any lawyers?

MS NGCAKA: No, no, no one went to any lawyer.

MR SANDI: You did not go to any lawyer to seek advice?

MS NGCAKA: No, we didn't.

MR SANDI: Are there any people who were eye witnesses at the time this child was
shot?

MS NGCAKA: Yes, there were.

MR SANDI: What did they say?

MS NGCAKA: My brother was there, because I am talking about hearsay.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us what your brother said to you? He said your brother
was playing with other children at Douglas Smith highway.
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MS NGCAKA: Yes, my brother said all the children were playing behind our home
and they heard some gunshots, because ultimately all of them were shot, though
he tried to run away and he was shot on the tummy and he fell and my brother
picked him up and took him to hospital.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said these children was shot by the soldiers?

MS NGCAKA: Yes, but my brother said my son was shot by the police.

MR SANDI: So how were you affected by the death of your child who was very young
at the time?

MS NGCAKA: Since 1986, I have not been enjoying good health.

MR SANDI: How is your health at this present moment?

MS NGCAKA: I had a heart condition. My husband too is suffering from high blood
pressure because this really affected us.

MR SANDI: In your statement you have made mention of you have requests to this
Commission that you need to know who actually shot your child together with his
playmates, is it like that? You want to know who shot your child?

MS NGCAKA: Yes, I do want to know.

MR SANDI: Do you perhaps have any other requests to this Commission?

MS NGCAKA: No, I cannot answer that question.

MR SANDI: In other words do you have any other thing to say in addition to what
is in your statement?

MS NGCAKA: What I would like to say is that I was really hurt by the death of my
child. Says that I wish that he had died at the time they shot him. I was really
hurt that he still lived and he suffered the way he suffered and he could DUNCAN
VILLAGE HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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not eat properly and had to undergo an operation where they discovered some
pellets in his stomach and this really hurt me.

MR SANDI: I now will hand over to the Chairperson. If you still have any
additional information you are welcome to say it once more. Over to you,
Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Any question? There are no other questions. I wish to thank the
three of you Ms Zenzisi, Ms Mxoli and Ms Ngcaka. I thank you for giving a full
picture to this Commission of this painful incident and the manner in which your
relatives were killed and according to your statements you say they were killed
by soldiers and the police.

We thank you for giving us this full picture because it is the aim of this
Commission that we should call before this Commission the head of the police as
well as the heads of the soldiers to give their side of the story so if we have
incidents of this nature, we are going to present them before them and to find
out from them what actually happened.



We thank you for the contribution that your relatives have made and also the
struggle that the people of Duncan Village participated in which has made Duncan
Village to be well known in the whole of the Republic of South Africa because of
its contribution to the struggle, fighting of the human rights.

We also listened to your requests as presented before this Commission with the
hope that this Commission is going to look into them. I would also like to
explain that this Commission at this - at the point it will have to give its
report to the President of this country and it will be the President and his
Cabinet that will make the decision as
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what to be done.

I am certain that the death of your relatives and then there is no compensation
thereafter, will not be acceptable in the whole of South Africa.

We therefore hope that, according to the conditions and the proposals of this
Commission there will be perhaps something that will be done here in Duncan
Village which will serve as a commemoration to the people of Duncan Village on
behalf of those who gave their lives during the struggle.

So it is important that you should give your request to this Commission and the
Commission will forward them to the President.

We thank all of you for coming forward to this Commission and all you have said
to us will be taken note of and will be forwarded to the President.

You can now go back to your seats, thank you.

--------------------
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MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much, we will go to Mr Blom. I hand over to Mapule. Thank you.

MGCINENI JACKSON BLOM:

DR RAMASHALA: Much has been said about the so-called Bisho Massacre. I would like you to briefly talk about it from your
perspective and describe what you think happened, and then talk about the impact of the injuries on you and your life. Go ahead Sir.

MR BLOM: What happened is this. We went to Bisho. We met with the people who were demonstrating. We followed them. While I
was at the stadium, as I was prepared to go down the stairs I heard the gunshots. One person said lie down. We went down the stairs
rolling and they were just firing the bullets. We went on. There was a white car that was parked down there we, the others were under
the car, those who were under the car were shot at and we realised that we were not safe next to that car. There was a blue and white
combi. We tried to get inside that combi. While I went in through the sliding door a lot of people were there. I tried to force myself in. I
was shot on my right hand. I just saw blood as we were pushing there with the other people trying to get inside the combi. The driver
was there but he was not the owner of the car and he didn't even have the keys. he was just sitting next to the steering wheel because
he was not the owner of the car.

It was quiet for some time. There was a van who was collecting all the people who were injured. One of the people who were injured
jumped the van. I also decided to go there to that bakkie. We continued collecting the people who were injured with this van. We went
to the hospital at King Williamstown. We were treated there for injuries. I
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asked a question where are we going, how are we going to find our way home. They said each and every person must go to the
nearest hospital. Then I went to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. When I asked the doctors how were they going to remove the bullet, they
said this bullet is in a very delicate part of my body, they won't be able to remove it.

I left the hospital. I went to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. Even the doctors there told me that I must just leave this bullet, there is no way
that it could be removed. I was admitted there and the people used to visit us. Though I could walk I stayed in hospital.

On my second day in hospital the soldiers came. It was during the night. They asked for permission from the nurses that they would
like to see their people who are in hospital. The nurses said there are no soldiers here. And then the soldiers left. We had to be
removed from those wards so that when the soldiers come back again they wouldn't find us. We had to change the place. The only
people who would know were the residents because they could identify us. I was in hospital for three days. I was discharged on the
third day.

DR RAMASHALA: I know this may be difficult to recall particularly because of the confusion that day. Can you remember if the bullet or
bullets that hit you came from the back, the front or the side when you are facing the stadium?

MR BLOM: Because I was standing up I think it came from the side because I was holding the sliding door trying to force my way in. I
think it came from the side.

DR RAMASHALA: The side where there was an opening? Remember there is a description of a fence which had been trampled down,
is that the side from which the bullet came?
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MR BLOM: I am not sure but what I know the fence was trampled down when we got in. There was an opening already when we went
out.



DR RAMASHALA: Much has been said about the possibility that some of these bullets came from above what is ...(indistinct)

MR BLOM: That is why I say I am not sure where did the bullet come from because I was forcing my way to the combi.

DR RAMASHALA: Did any of the marchers have any ammunition or firearms on them?

MR BLOM: I don't think so because I didn't see anyone carrying a gun.

DR RAMASHALA: Let's come back specific to you. Did you get any assistance from attorneys?

MR BLOM: No, not at all.

DR RAMASHALA: In your statement you said you sustained injury to your right arm, how are you coping with that arm, I understand
that you are a driver, how are you coping with that injury?

MR BLOM: It is not working properly, even the left arm also when the weather is changing even my arms are affected.

DR RAMASHALA: Mr Blom what is your request from the Commission?

MR BLOM: My request is to get the assistance from the Commission as I cannot work for myself because I cannot do some of the
things that I used to do before.

DR RAMASHALA: By the way how old were you when this happened?

MR BLOM: I cannot remember but I was born in 1958.

DR RAMASHALA: Had you finished school by then?

MR BLOM: No I was not at school at the time. I left
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school in 1977.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Dr Ramashala. Are there any questions? Ntsiki?

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. All of you as witnesses who had already said something this morning, I know that Mr Gqozo will
be here today giving us his side of the story, do you have perhaps any questions as victims that you wish us to ask Mr Gqozo?

MR BLOM: Yes, because till today we don't know the reason of that. If he can tell us the reason why he was shooting us we would be
happier.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Order please thank you.

MR SANDI: For the last time I want to ask Mrs Chumgwa. Mrs Chumgwa who said this shooting of the Bisho people will happen again,
who said so?

MS CHUMGWA: It was a person who was announcing in the radio. The people said it was Mr Gqozo. It was the person who was
talking through the radio. I am not sure whether it was Gqozo because he said if the ANC is following him he was prepared to do it
again. I was listening to the radio when I heard such news.

MR POTGIETER: Order.

MR SANDI: You say this person announced this he sounded like Mr Gqozo?

MR POTGIETER: Can I please ask your cooperation. I have raised this this morning. It is impossible to get the work done. There is a
lot of work. There are many cases on this role today that we must get through before the end of the day and if we are interrupted from
time-to-time we are not going to be able to do that. There is going to be testimony EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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throughout the day that will more than likely be controversial from some people's point of view, and I must repeat the request please



allow people to give their testimony without interruption because if you interrupt you interfere in the process. You somehow hamper the
witness in giving a full account. So please we would want to count on your cooperation otherwise it's going to be a very, very long day.
Thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson for protecting me and the witness. Ms Chumgwa do you mean that among the questions that we
should ask him is what he actually meant when he said that?

MS CHUMGWA: Yes I would be satisfied.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. I want to thank you for having come. Mrs Chumgwa you have lost a son, you have lost a
loved one in the incident. The rest of you Ms Hlekani, Mr Duda, Mr Blom you have been personally present there, you at least have
survived to tell the story to us today, you still bear the marks of what happened there on the day, fortunately you are with us today, and
you can also enjoy some of the fruits of the struggle that people went through to come to where we are today. Mrs Chumgwa
unfortunately has lost a son in that process but that is the kind of price, it reminds us of the high price that we had to pay to get to
where we are. But thank you for coming. We have noted your testimony. We have noted all of your requests and we are grateful that
you have actually come and share your testimony with us today. Thank you very much.

----------------
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REV FINCA: I wish to announce that we are going to be breaking for tea and we are asking Commissioners to take their seats at 11
o'clock sharp, and people to take their seats at five to 11. We are going to be taking the most sensitive part of this hearing where we
are going to allow Brigadier Gqozo to come to the hall and give his testimony. Order please, I think this is very important.

I wish to make an appeal. I come from this area, I know how sensitive the part that we are entering now in this hearing is. I know how
strongly people feel about it. But I wish to make an appeal that for our work as the Commission to take place in a dignified manner we
will appeal for maximum order and maximum restraint from the crowd that is here in this hall. You will not be doing that for Brigadier
Gqozo, but you will be doing that for the Commission. You will be doing that for all the people of South Africa who want to see this
process happen in a dignified and orderly manner.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS FOR TEA
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MR POTGIETER: Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: I would like to call upon Vuyelwa Chumgwa Nomalisa Hlekani,
Phakamile William Duda and Ntsikelelo Dugmore Flepu.

VUYELWA CORRIEN CHUMGWA: (sworn states)

DORIS NOMALISA HLEKANI: (sworn states)

PHAKAMILE WILLIAM DUDA: (sworn states)

MGCINENI JACKSON BLOM: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. Vuyelwa Chumgwa will be facilitated by
Hlengiwe Mkhize. Doris Hlekani by Ntsiki Sandi. Phakamile Duda by Tiny Maya.
Mgcineni Jackson Blom by Mapule Ramashala. I hand over to you.

VUYELWA CORRIEN CHUMGWA:

MS MKHIZE: I would like to welcome you, just to way you are one of those women
who had to pay a price for the freedom we have today, and I would ask you to
tell us a little about your son Zamile Terrence Nqwala, so that we can get a
understanding of who he was, what was he doing at the time of the incidents that
you have written to us about, which we call the Bisho Massacre.

MS CHUMGWA: My son is Zamile Terrence Nqwala. He was born in Tolofiyeni. What
happened to Zamile is on the Monday the
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7th he went to school because he was a student at Thembalabantu. He was in
matric at the time. What happened is that he came back from school. After he
came back he told me that mom, I am going to the march. I then gave him
permission to do so. It was a nice sunny day. What happened is we were at home
and people with radios heard that at about one o'clock people were being shot at
Bisho. I did not take much cognisance of that. At sunset that day my child did
not come back. When he didn't come back I just thought that he might have gone
to his aunts in Mdantsane as things were not going well at Bisho.

On the Tuesday morning I still was not that much concerned because the people
that he had gone with like Poppa Gqode were not injured and nobody came to me as
such. On the Tuesday at about sunset I went to my brother-in-law. He was with my
sister, his wife. I asked my sister why is my child not coming back, and Nombusa
said to her husband, these were the words Nombusa said to her husband, she asked
why they were not telling me that my child is injured. My brother-in-law then
told me that my son is at Makiwane Hospital, he has not died but he is just
injured.



On the Wednesday morning I went to fetch Nonzami Kanenda my neighbour. We left
to go to the Makiwane Hospital. A White man showed us a list of people who had
been discharged and people who had died, and he said that Zamile Nqwala's name
was not there. This man asked us to go to Frere Hospital. Again there we met
with a White man who also read a list of people and said that my son is not
there. Nonzami and I gave up and we were walking towards the gate, we met two
men who were wearing red T-shirts. These men asked me, as I was sitting down,
they asked
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actually Nonzame what the problem was. Nonzame then said we were looking for my
son who was apparently injured in the Bisho Massacre. They asked for my son's
name, I gave it to them. They asked for a description, I described my son. They
asked what he was wearing, I described that too.

At the hospital that said that I must go to Cambridge mortuary where the corpses
were, sorry Westbank. We tried to find Westbank but these two men took over and
said they would go to Westbank for us. They said that I must go home because
they had taken all my son's details. They asked for my phone number. Because I
did not have a phone I would give people my daughter's phone number who worked
at Bisho. Nonzame and I went to Mdantsane to get transport to go home. When we
were in King Williamstown next to the Post Office my brother-in-law works around
there, we went to tell him that my son had been injured. He said that he'd heard
that he'd been injured but at least he did not have the news that he died, so
perhaps there is still hope.

Nonzame and I went home. On our way home we realised that our neighbours were
already at my house wanting to find out what transpired. I told them that we
still don't know what's going on. In the evening my brother-in-law came with
these two men that we had met at the hospital. When they got in they asked for
Nonganisile and of course I was there. These men were standing by the door.
These men then said Zamile has passed away. At the time I was not too shocked as
such, I was calm. That's what happened with Zamile. I had a delayed reaction. I
don't know whether I have left anything out of the statement I am not sure.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you. I will just ask you a few questions Mamma to clarify your
story here. Can you still
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remember how old was he at the time of this incident, Zamile?

MS CHUMGWA: Zamile was 24 years of age. He was born in 1968.

MS MKHIZE: In your knowledge was he trained in using any weapons, do you think
as he was attending this march he had a weapon or anything like that?

MS CHUMGWA: No, he did not have a gun, he did not have any weapon. What drew
Zamile to the march, especially by the men who were in our area, ANC men, is
because he was a marshal and he liked that job. Even on the day that he left I
told him to take a T-shirt from the wardrobe. He then said he's got a shirt that
he received from these men. These were khaki shirts that were already prepared.

MS MKHIZE: When you ultimately got his body did you see how he was murdered, was
he shot at, can you just tell us briefly what you saw?

MS CHUMGWA: I did not see the body. The person who saw him who was preparing



everything it is Mzwandile Chumgwa. Mzwandile told me that he saw a wound on the
forehead, a bullet wound.

MS MKHIZE: Also in your statement of the tragedy you state "my health was
affected", can you tell us as to how has this affected your health?

MS CHUMGWA: My health deteriorated. I was just so heartbroken. Even after I had
gone to the Grey Hospital, after the whole deed, after the funeral and
everything I was strong when this all happened, even when my son was buried I
was still strong. But when I went to the hospital I got medication. They asked
what happened I told them I would use these tablets. After I'd take some tablets
at least I
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would be strong again.

MS MKHIZE: You just say you request the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to
see what it can do for me. Since we sat here yesterday we have heard many
witnesses who are talking about this incident, have you got any suggestion as to
what can be done in this area to help all those families and parents of people
who particularly died on this unfortunate day?

MS CHUMGWA: First of all I am going to talk specifically about myself. I am
going to tell you what it is that I need and then I will refer to the others.
What I request if I could get help and if the Commission has the strength and
the authority as a woman who was supported by this child I never went short of
anything, my son would support me. In his endeavour to give me everything when
he passed away he actually did not have a home, I was staying with people. His
wish was that he would build a house for me. I have divorced his father and his
wish was that I would have a home and he would educate his three siblings.

I want to say something else, the perpetrator of all this, because I don't know
who it is, I have forgiven him. He did so much damage that I have forgiven him,
it is the Lord that will deal with him. The Lord will deal with him. Whoever he
is, what he did is just so huge and scary that I have forgiven him, it is only
the Lord that can deal with him. I don't want to put a burden on the Commission
because we never knew that this would happen, that these cases would be
investigated. Even the way we were treated after this, the man spoke on the
radio, he said what he did at the Bisho Massacre he would do again. The Lord
will deal with him.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you very much Ma'am. Did you think of
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pursuing civil claims? Was there a court hearing after the incidents?

MS CHUMGWA: I went to the attorneys. After there was a memorial service with
Dullah Omar in King Williamstown. He then said that the people who had lost
their loved ones should go to the attorney. I went to Smith and Tabatha, when I
got there I found two women. These women said that how are they going to start a
case that transpired in 1992, it's too long ago. I said to them 1992 is so
recent you don't know. I left them and I walked out.

I went back to the attorneys in August. I was at a funeral in Brakpan when I got
a phone call from my niece. She said that I must come back quickly because some
people had got some compensation. Around the 20th of August I went to the
lawyer, I talked to Smith personally. Smith said that there is no more money. He



said that the money they had received from the Defence Department was finished.
He said, however, that he would try. He took my details, my address and
everything and told me that I must wait. I am still waiting.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you very much. The Commission has noted where the process is
and we will stay in touch with you. I will hand you back to the Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Hlengiwe. Thank you Mrs Chumgwa.

----------------------
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MR POTGIETER: We will go to Mr Duda. I will ask Tiny Maya to assist you. Can we get some order please. Can you settle down.
Thank you. Tiny proceed.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Duda you are going to talk on behalf of yourself telling us how you were injured on the 7th
of September 1992. Could you briefly tell us your story Sir.

MR DUDA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you for this opportunity that you have given me, for me to be here today. I thank the
Commission for giving me the opportunity to talk about what I saw on the 7th of September 1992.

We had a march that was emanating from King Williamstown, Victoria grounds. We were going to Bisho. It was at about 11 o'clock. We
went up using the main road towards King Williamstown to Bisho. On the way to King Williamstown on the sides there were police and
soldiers of the Republic of South Africa. I realised that they were guarding the White man's houses. We walked on as a crowd. When
we were going towards Bisho I looked at my right side next to the Parliament and I saw Ciskean soldiers with arms. We then walked
on, and as I looked at the gravel road that was going towards the stadium I heard a sound that sounded like fireworks. I was shocked
and amazed as to what was happening. I asked a comrade next to me, I said can you hear comrade what is happening? He said, yes I
can hear it. What is it? I looked at the stadium and I saw people falling. It was almost like it is the stadium that is falling over. There was
a ...(tape ends) I tried to get up and I realised that my left leg would not cooperate. I looked at it and it was swollen. I had been shot at
the knee. I looked at my right hand. I sensed something and I
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just saw a muscle hanging, bleeding. I tried to get up yet again, but my leg would not allow me. I called out to the comrades to help me.
As I was crying out another bullet was shot next to my head and I thought maybe I should just stay there. I cried out, four comrades
came towards me running. Bullets were just being shot sporadically. I cried out still because they left me there. Six more came, they
grabbed me and ran, there was a van parking on the tar road that was helping injured people. They put me onto the bakkie. I was just
so helpless, my strength was evading me.

When we got to the Grey Hospital it was just bloodshed everywhere. People were lying on the floor on chairs. We were helped initially.
I was put on a drip and the others as well. Those that were injured badly were taken to the hospital.

From Grey Hospital I got into an ambulance, it was two of us, another comrade that had been shot in the forehead, there was a big
hole, bullet wound on the forehead. The ambulance attendants tried to find out who it was. He could not even speak. They asked for
his details, they could not get that from him. He was too badly injured.

We were taken to Frere Hospital. I was taken to theatre. I was in theatre until 3 a.m. The next day it was clear that I was very ill. I was
taken to an intensive care ward. I was given oxygen. I thought that I was dying. I was given treatment and things were better.

MS MAYA: How long were you in hospital for?

MR DUDA: I was there for two months, and I was released on the third month.

MS MAYA: How did this affect your work, were you able to
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go back to your workplace?

MR DUDA: My blood pressure went up when I was in hospital and also sugar diabetes. I had to be treated in hospital. After then I was
released from hospital I could not go back to work because of my health. To this day I am not working. I still go to hospital for



treatment. Every month I have to get some treatment.

MS MAYA: As you are not working how do you support your family and yourself?

MR DUDA: I applied for a disability grant and I got that. I have five children. The problem is that I have a child who is at university,
Rhodes University. The other two are in high school. I have another who has matric and is working temporarily at the taxis, will the
Commission help me with my children please. I have that problem.

MS MAYA: Did you get any kind of help from the lawyers?

MR DUDA: Yes I went to the attorneys Smith and Tabatha, they accepted my case because I was ill the whole of 1992 I could not
walk. In 1993 I put in a claim. The attorneys said it was a bit late but they will try. I then would go to them regularly. Eventually they said
that my case is being attended to in Pretoria by the Minister, they had taken my case to the Minister of Justice in Pretoria and they are
waiting for a reply.

MS MAYA: Are you still waiting for a reply?

MR DUDA: Yes, to this day, they are still waiting for a reply.

MS MAYA: Are you now well?

MR DUDA: No I am not fully well because I can't walk for a long distance. I can't walk for example from here to Free State on foot,
because I was shot in the knee and the bullet EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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just dissipated in my knee. This is why I cannot do a thing The bullet that entered my arm is still there. The doctors say that if they
would remove it my hand would be paralysed and I won't be able to use my fingers.

MS MAYA: Do you have a wish or a request that you would like to present to the Commission?

MR DUDA: Yes I do. I request that the Commission to ask Gqozo why people's blood was shed there where it was? Why the Black
man's blood, us children, why their bones are at Ginsberg's burial place. I ask also the Commission that you cannot have mercy on the
perpetrators of violence and this filth, they must be prosecuted. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MS MAYA: You have another request in your statement to be helped, to help your children's education, is that so?

MR DUDA: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: You also said that you still go to hospital for treatment, is that all you have to say Mr Duda?

MR DUDA: Yes that is all. I hope tht the Commission will help me because every month I have to go to the doctor. Also it is difficult for
me to educate my children.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. I hand you back to the Chairperson.

-----------------
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MR POTGIETER: We are going to conclude this session with the testimony of the
last three witnesses. Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I want to request Mr Chairman that we include
a person who beyond his means was not able to be present when he was balled
earlier and that is Ntsikelelo Dugmore Flepu who is now present. Jameson
Phuphani, Thozama Samson Mejane and Ntsikelelo Mxoli.

NTSIKELELO DUGMORE FLEPU: (sworn states)

MTHUTHUZELI JAMESON PHUPHANI: (sworn states)

THOZAMA SAMSON MEJANE: (sworn states)

NTSIKELELO MXOLI: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Reverend Xundu. Can I just at this stage ask to be
excused unfortunately from further proceedings. The time has caught up with us
unfortunately. Dr Ramashala and myself have to be back in Cape Town by tomorrow
and in order to be able to do that we need to leave unfortunately. As usual it
was wonderful to be here. Quite a pleasure to share the panel with you and to
have acted up to this stage as the Chairperson of the proceedings. I think you
very much for that. It's always a very, very special experience to be in this
region. Thank you for that.

REV XUNDU: Chairperson I would like to respond by thanking you for agreeing to
Chair this two day hearing. I
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particularly requested you to do so because of the difficulty I feel whenever I
have to deal with the Bisho Massacre event and how closely I was associated with
the developments which were trying to avoid it. I wish to thank you Chairperson
for the very dignified and able manner in which you have Chaired over these two
days. You brought into our hearings your special gifts in terms of patience and
tolerance, and we are indeed indebted to you for the smooth way in which these
last two days, which were indeed very difficult have been so ably handled. We
record our deep sense of gratitude and appreciation.

We would like also to thank Dr Ramashala and in absentia Hlengiwe Mkhizi also
for their participation and for their contribution to this hearing.



Unfortunately if you are going to catch a flight you will have to leave now and
we have to take leave of you, not because - we would have loved to have ended
this thing properly with you in the Chair. Thank you very much,

CHAIRMAN AND DR RAMASHALA LEAVE THE HEARING

REV XUNDU: Okay, over to Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I will start with Mr Ntsikelelo Dugmore Flepu.
Mr Flepu where were you shot on that day?

MR FLEPU: I was shot on my back and the bullet penetrated and came through the
shoulder.

MR SANDI: How old were you at the time you were shot in 1992?

MR FLEPU: I was born in 1975, I don't remember how old I was in 1992.

MR SANDI: Were you at school or what were you doing at the time?
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MR FLEPU: I was at school.

MR SANDI: Are you still at school at the present moment?

MR FLEPU: Yes I am still at school.

MR SANDI: Were you disturbed in your studies due to this?

MR FLEPU: Yes I was disturbed Sir.

MR SANDI: Can you please explain.

MR FLEPU: I have a difficulty because my health is disturbing me in my studies.
I spent some time in hospital and I don't have strength.

MR SANDI: Did you get any treatment?

MR FLEPU: No.

MR SANDI: Didn't you go to hospital or a doctor?

MR FLEPU: I was at Frere Hospital on the day I was shot and that was the last
time.

MR SANDI: What is your request to this Commission today?

MR FLEPU: I want the Commission to help me in my medication and my treatment.

MR SANDI: You mean you don't get any treatment and you need treatment?

MR FLEPU: Yes I don't get any treatment Sir.

MR SANDI: Are there any hospitals or clinic in your area?

MR FLEPU: There is a clinic Sir.

MR SANDI: Can you please explain to us about the treatment you are requiring?



MR FLEPU: When I am not feeling well I usually go to the clinic and they give me
a rubbing stuff, but it doesn't help me. They don't give me any medicines there.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Flepu?

MR FLEPU: Yes Sir I have a difficulty, I can't even afford to go to a hospital
because there is a lot of money required there and my parents do not have this
money.

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

4 N FLEPU

MR SANDI: Who are you staying with at home?

MR FLEPU: I stay with my mother and my father.

MR SANDI: What are they doing?

MR FLEPU: My father is looking for a job, my mother is a housewife.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Flepu?

MR FLEPU: Yes Sir that's all.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorneys, Mr Smith?

MR FLEPU: Yes I did Sir.

MR SANDI: What was the outcome of this?

MR FLEPU: They are still busy with my case, that's what they told me.

MR SANDI: There is no result or outcome for this case?

MR FLEPU: No not yet.

MR SANDI: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Flepu.

--------------------
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MTHUTHUZELI JAMESON PHUPHANI:

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairman. I am sorry that you have had to wait such a
long time. I believe that you are here today to tell us about how you were at
the Bisho stadium, in fact you were approaching the stadium when you were shot
in your left upper arm. The statement states that the bullet went in the front
and went out the back, is that correct?

MR PHUPHANI: Yes that's correct.

MS CRICHTON: I'd like you to tell us how it has affected your arm, what is the
situation with your arm now?

MR PHUPHANI: My arm is not working normally.

MS CRICHTON: Do you get any kind of treatment for your arm?

MR PHUPHANI: No I don't get treatment except the one I got in Frere Hospital,
that was the last time I got treatment. When I have pain I buy Panados or
Disprins and I use them all the time.

MS CRICHTON: Is your arm badly enough injured for you not to be able to work
anymore?

MR PHUPHANI: My arm is very painful and I cannot use it properly and it's
affecting me because I cannot work because of it.

MS CRICHTON: After the incident did you approach any attorney?

MR PHUPHANI: No I didn't approach any attorneys.

MS CRICHTON: I believe you have five children is that correct?

MR PHUPHANI: Yes I have five children.

MS CRICHTON: And you have asked in your statement that the TRC would recommend
that there be assistance given to you
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for the education of these children?

MR PHUPHANI: Yes, I requested the TRC to try and assist me with my children and
to assist me to get a pension because my wife is supporting me, I cannot work
and she is selling to support the family.

MS CRICHTON: We have noted that. Now is there anything else that you wish to
tell the Commission about that event, or any statement you wish to make?



MR PHUPHANI: I would like the Commission to help me to my request I have already
put forward if that is possible because there is no one supporting me, it's only
my wife's business that is supporting us.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Phuphani I thank you and I hand you back to the Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you and we will take the next one.

---------------------
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THOZAMA SAMSON MEJANE:

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like to lead and help Mr Mejane in his
statement. Mr Mejane we will now ask you questions, in which clan are you?

MR MEJANE: I am from the Stathu(?) clan Sir.

REV XUNDU: We have heard the story of that day Sir and you are from Mngqaba in
Debe Nek here in the Eastern Cape?

MR MEJANE: Yes that is correct.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us shortly how you were injured Sir.

MR MEJANE: I cannot hear with my one ear, my one ear is deaf and I cannot hear
with this ear. My other arm is not working.

REV XUNDU: Where were you at this time? Were you in the stadium?



MR MEJANE: No I was approaching the stadium.

REV XUNDU: Were you with the people who were marching?

MR MEJANE: Yes I was with the people who were marching, I was in the march.

REV XUNDU: And the bullet damaged your ear?

MR MEJANE: Yes it damaged my ear, I can't hear with it properly.

REV XUNDU: And what happened to your left arm?

MR MEJANE: My left arm is not working properly.

REV XUNDU: Did you go to any attorneys because other people approached attorneys
to get compensation?

MR MEJANE: No I was not aware of that. I didn't know that people were going to
the attorneys.

REV XUNDU: So in other words you didn't go to any attorneys?

MR MEJANE: No I didn't.
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REV XUNDU: How do you survive now Sir, where are you working?

MR MEJANE: I am not working Sir, I am at home. I am a farmer and I support
myself through that.

REV XUNDU: So Sir what is your request to this Commission?

MR MEJANE: I want my children to be educated.

REV XUNDU: How many children do you have?

MR MEJANE: I have five children.

REV XUNDU: Do they still have a mother?

MR MEJANE: No, their mother has passed away.

REV XUNDU: How old is the first one?

MR MEJANE: The first one was born in 1970.

REV XUNDU: So you want the Commission to help you, to assist you with the
request you have put forward?

MR MEJANE: Yes.

REV XUNDU: I hand over to you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you and we will take the last one.

---------------------
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NTSIKELELO MXOLI:

REV FINCA: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mxoli what is your clan name?

MR MXOLI: Tshawe.

REV XUNDU: You were born in King Williamstown at Ngqaba. You are 34 years of
age.

MR MXOLI: Yes Sir.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us about the march, how were you injured?

MR MXOLI: I was shot towards my backside. I was in the march going towards the
stadium.

REV XUNDU: Did you go to hospital?

MR MXOLI: Yes I went to Frere Hospital.

REV XUNDU: Were you treated there?

MR MXOLI: Yes I was treated.

REV XUNDU: Are you still under treatment?

MR MXOLI: No I am not. But they had said that if my leg starts aching I must go
to hospital.

REV XUNDU: It seems like a lot of you went to attorneys, did you go?

MR MXOLI: I went, I am still going to the attorneys.



REV XUNDU: What did they say?

MR MXOLI: They said that they are waiting for a reply from the Defence Force.

REV XUNDU: What do you do for a living?

MR MXOLI: I work at Mdantsane with the taxis.

REV XUNDU: Are you a taxi man?

MR MXOLI: It is not my taxi, it is just a small car. I force onto it because my
family is looking up to me.

REV XUNDU: Do you have a wife?
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MR MXOLI: Yes I do.

REV XUNDU: How many children?

MR MXOLI: Two children.

REV XUNDU: What would your request be to the Commission today?

MR MXOLI: I request that my children would be helped with their education even
though they have not started school yet. I also have siblings that look up to
me.

REV XUNDU: How many?

MR MXOLI: There are two that are at school.

REV XUNDU: Is your wife not working?

MR MXOLI: No.

REV XUNDU: Do you have another request besides that one?

MR MXOLI: I need treatment because my leg is not functioning well. If perhaps I
could get treatment so that my leg functions well.

REV XUNDU: We have a Chairperson who is recording these that will put them
forward to our State President. I will give over to the Chairperson.

------------------
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REV FINCA: Ms Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mejane please come closer to the mike, I
am going to ask you a few questions, I need clarity. When we spoke earlier on I
thought you said that you were in an accident, you were not actually going to
the march, you had gone to ask for help at a certain office and then you got
injured is that so?

MR MEJANE: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Could you elaborate what happened exactly to you that day.

MR MEJANE: I was going to the office at the magistrate.

MS MAYA: Where was this?

MR MEJANE: This was at Hlekse(?). The officers were closed and then I went to
the hiking spot. There were three queues, people were going to the march at
Bisho. I was told to get onto the taxi because if I would not get on they said
that I was an informer. That is how I got shot. I don't even know if I was shot
actually because it just became hot.

MS MAYA: Do you remember these people that forcefully put you on a taxi?

MR MEJANE: No I do not remember them.

MS MAYA: Sir you said we can't even get details from the hospital that actually
give proof and confirm that you were injured on that day, is that so?

MR MEJANE: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Where did you get help as someone who had been injured?

MR MEJANE: I went to a witchdoctor because I was too scared because people were
being shot at - people were neglected at the hospital who had been shot.

MS MAYA: So up to now you had not been attended to by a
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doctor in actual fact?

MR MEJANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: As a person who had been injured to you think that you need help from a
doctor?

MR MEJANE: No not anymore because I got satisfied with the witchdoctor's



treatment.

MS MAYA: Do you use traditional medicine?

MR MEJANE: Yes I do.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much to all of you. You are the last people who are
giving us evidence in this hearing of the Bisho Massacre. We are closing up now.

Thank you very much for your patience. I am sure that your patience today and
yesterday and the things that you tolerated perhaps if I were in your place I
would not have been able to tolerate all these things. You underwent a lot of
pain in these past two days. Thank you very much.

I would like to say that the Commission has endeavoured after the first hearing
at Bisho to liaise with the attorneys that are handling these claims. We hope
that the people who have not been successful with their claims would be helped
now that we have liaised with the attorneys. Those people who did not put
forward claims I think that as a Commission we will take that up as well.

I want to say to all of you, and all those who gave evidence here in these past
two days, and those who gave evidence in the first hearing at Bisho, even though
there is nothing much we can do, because we put forward your requests to the
President, even though as a Commission there is nothing much we can do, at the
end of the day we would like to say as a Commission that our respect for you and
also to say as a Commission that you will always be the brave
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people of this area. You are the heroes. People who died in Bisho in 1992 caused
that the Codesa would start again.

Thank you very much. We salute you.

This is the end of the hearing of the Bisho Massacre. I do not want to delay
you. I would like to thank the Mayor and also the Council members. First of all
I would like to thank the Mayor for attending the proceedings and also the
deputy mayor. We thank you very much for having granted us this facility. We
thank the South African Police for the security that they have provided for this
hearing, especially today when things became very tense.

I would like to thank the technicians, the interpreters, the media persons. I
would like to thank our own staff members and members of the panel.

I thank all of you that have been left behind. Thank you for your patience
during the second hearing here in Bisho. I now close the hearing.

--------------------
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MR POTGIETER: The next witness is Dr Antonie Gildenhuys who was the chairman of
the National Peace Secretariat at the relevant time and I ask him to please take
the stand. ANTONIE GILDENHUYS: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: As I have said earlier you were the Chairperson of the National
Peace Secretariat during September of 1992, which is the period that we are
looking at, we are looking at the incident that happened in Bisho on the 7th of
September 1992 which has commonly become known as the Bisho Massacre, and we
have invited you to come and to testify about your particular experiences on
that day and leading up to that particular day and the role that you were
playing. So we are glad that you could make it, and we are glad that you are
here. I am going to hand over to you without any more ado for you to take us
through your testimony.

DR GILDENHUYS: Thank you Chair. The National Peace Secretariat is a statutory
body. It was established under the National Peace Accord, and the purpose was to
promote negotiations and negotiate a settlement in order to diffuse potentially
violent situations, and also to prevent the escalation of the violence which was
occurring in our country at that stage, and as Chairperson of the Peace Accord I
tried wherever possible, to be present where EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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violent situations develop and to try and diffuse the situation, and to arrive
at some kind of settlement which would avoid bloodshed.

I should add, at this stage, that there was also a march to Bisho by the ANC
alliance during August 1992. I played a role in achieving a settlement which
avoided bloodshed during that march.

The ANC alliance decided to have another march which was planned for the 7th of
September 1992 and it was expected that I should go to Bisho and try to do what
I can to avoid such march resulting in bloodshed.

I flew down to East London a few days, I can't remember exactly how many days,
and I started discussions with the parties. I knew Admiral Putte who was one of
the Ciskeian ministers at the stage and he facilitated a number of meetings with
Ciskei government officials and also ministers. Admiral Putte and many of the
people I spoke to was of the opinion that the attitude taken by Brigadier Gqozo,
namely that the march can't enter the Ciskei at all, was too rigid and that some
sort of accommodation should be found, while others took a more hardline
attitude, namely that Ciskei is independent territory and no march would take
place there without the necessary legal permission.

But it was very clear to me during all these discussions that nobody would move
without the say-so of Brigadier Gqozo. These discussions were all informal, off



the record as we used to operate at that stage and I don't think any notes of
the discussions were kept.

I also spoke to the organisers of the march. Their attitude was that political
march is a legitimate political expression, that they are entitled to a permit
to have the
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march, and that they are going to see that they are going to get the permit, if
necessary apply to court to get it.

I spoke to South African authorities, mainly the police, but also authorities in
government. They were very, very anxious that I should do all I can to achieve a
settlement, but they were reluctant to get involved themselves because they
still considered Ciskei as an independent state in which they, according to
their view, had no rights. But there were I know high level discussions between
the South African government ministers and Brigadier Gqozo also to no avail.

After a few days it became clear to me that we are heading for a big clash.
Neither the Ciskeian authorities nor the ANC alliance was prepared to budge and
I thought I needed assistance. I then telephoned Mr John Hall. He was
Chairperson of the Peace Committee which was the overall supervising body and
asked him to come down, and also Reverend Stanley Magoba who was the deputy
chairperson, and they undertook to come and to give whatever support they could.

The plan by the Ciskeian authorities to keep the marchers from entering the
Ciskei was to cordon off Maitland Road, I think it was, it's the road leading
from King Williamstown into the Ciskei with razor wire. They had done that
during the first march also and we negotiated over the razor wire. On Sunday I
learnt that an application is being made to the Bisho Supreme Court. I attended
the application which was heard by Judge Pickard, and Judge Pickard issued a
"mandamus" to the magistrate to whom an application was lodged for a permit to
hold the march, that he should make a decision on the application previously,
the Judge did
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nothing about the application. The magistrate I think was a Mr Tali. That order
was served on the magistrate to the best of my knowledge and I was told that
late that night he made an order that the marchers could enter the Ciskei but
their route would be restricted to entering through the main entrance from
Maitland Road and then off into a nearby stadium. And the time in which they
were allowed to remain in the stadium was very, very limited. I thought so
limited that it would be impossible to adhere thereto to get 50 to 70 people
into the stadium and then out again within the time limit, I think it was a
couple of hours, was, in my view, totally impractical if not impossible.

I discovered the next morning that the Ciskeian authorities then left open a
passage from the main road into the stadium fenced off with razor wire so that
it would be possible to come from the King Williamstown, off the main road,
through this narrow passage with razor wire on both sides and then enter the
stadium which they had permission to do.

Mr John Hall and Reverend Stanley Magoba arrived early that Monday morning. We
first met with the various peace monitors. The Peace Accord had monitors working
for them, they had distinctive clothing and they were at watch at various
positions along the march and also at the entry point into the Ciskei. We had a
meeting at a furniture shop in King Williamstown belonging to a Mr Walton where
I briefed everybody on the current situation. The peace monitors were then set



up along the route and also on the razor wire fence at the turn-off into the
stadium.

After that Mr Hall, myself, Reverend Magoba I think was present and also Mr Dion
Rudman who was then the Secretary
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General of the Peace Secretariat went off into King Williamstown. The people
were already gathering at the stadium there, there was a very large number of
them, and we there spoke to the leadership of the ANC alliance and asked them
what are they going to do. Are they going to abide by the permit conditions and
restrict the march to the stadium, or are they going to force entry somewhere or
other into the Ciskei itself? I can't remember exactly whom I spoke to. I'm sure
Mr Alan Hendriks was one of them. I think Mr Jehandra Naidoo also, quite
probably Mr Steve Tshwete and also the late Mr Chris Hani.

They told me that they are going to march up to the razor wire barrier and that
they'll decide there what they will do. I arranged with them that I will wait
for them at the barrier on the Ciskei side so that if there are negotiations to
be handled I could move from that barrier to the Ciskeian authorities, and I
left them on the basis that we will talk when the march gets to the barrier.

We then accompanied the march for some distance. I may say it was a very
peaceful march. There was almost a kind of carnival atmosphere amongst the
marchers. When we went some distance with them we thought well we had better get
up to the barrier and around it before all the roads were blocked off and we
can't move through. We then left the marchers and went up to the stadium, and
went round the stadium on the northern side to get to the Ciskei side of the
razor wire. In the process we had passed the fence on the north-eastern side of
the stadium, but I did not see the gap in it of which I was later informed.
Actually we were so busy talking in the car that I didn't look round me. My mind
was more on how are we going to solve this immense
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problem.

We got to the Ciskei side of the razor wire and there we waited for the marchers
to reach us. The first group of marchers arrived shortly after we arrived with
Mr Ronnie Kasrils amongst them, and I should add that Mr Ronnie Kasrils was not
one of the ANC leadership with whom I spoke down at King Williamstown and with
whom I had an arrangement that we will see what they are going to do when they
arrive at the razor wire.

He then made a statement to Mr Hall and myself to the effect that we must please
impress upon the Ciskeian people, by that I mean the Ciskeian government
officials and ministers that they were coming in peace and that they must not
try to stop them. My reply to him was that we had an arrangement to negotiate
with the leadership of the marchers as soon as they arrived and that we will
then start talking. Then suddenly after this rather short discussion he went off
in the direction of the stadium through the narrow passage left open and my
first thought was one of great relief that he must have decided to accept the
permit conditions and go to the stadium instead of trying to force his way into
the rest of Bisho.

A short while after this, while the marchers were coming up in a steady stream
and pouring into the stadium I heard gunshots from the north-east, that's on the
other side of the stadium, and it spread around very, very quickly to the
soldiers also employed on the southern side of the stadium where we were. We,



that's Mr Hall and myself and Mr Rudman flung ourselves to the ground and later
we rolled into a nearby ditch.

In the vicinity where we were I could see no reasons
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for the soldiers opening fire on that section of the crowd at least, because
they were totally peaceful, moving in a steady line into the stadium. The
shooting lasted for about a minute or two, it's impossible to estimate time, it
sounds for ever while it lasts, and it then died down. There was a short period
of silence and then it started up again and lasted perhaps for another minute or
two and then it stopped. While the shooting took place I heard a number of
explosions on the far side of the stadium, I don't know how many and I also
don't know what caused them. I am not an arms expert by any means.

After the shooting abated we ran to a nearby casper, that casper was left there
for our protection that we can find shelter in there should the need arise. We
sat in the casper for some time as the press was first into it and there was
very little room left when we got there, but anyway we availed ourselves of the
shelter and when we surmised that there would be no more shooting we got out and
we then ran back to the razor wire. It was easy to lift the wire with a gun or
something and then to crawl underneath, Mr Hall and myself did that. We rolled
on our stomachs under the wire to the ANC alliance side, and we then went down
the road to try and find the ANC leadership. Whilst we did that we passed
several bodies of people who were clearly shot.

Further down the hill we met Mr Cyril Ramaphosa and many of the other ANC
leaders, they had vaseline on their faces to protect against teargas and they
were clearly dazed and in a total state of shock. They couldn't understand why
the shooting had taken place and my first thought was that we from the National
Peace Secretariat should do all in our
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power to make sure that people disperse peacefully, that we don't get an
escalation of the shooting which could easily occur, the people were angry, and
if they then decided to invade the Ciskei out of anger we could have had many
more people killed.

Mr Ramaphosa told me that the group or the large majority of them would want to
stay up on the hill as a form of wake in memory of the people who have been
killed, and I then set out to arrange that with the authorities.

I went back to the South African authorities and urged them not to take action
to get the marchers off the hill. I had an undertaking from Mr Ramaphosa that
the wake would be peaceful and I conveyed that undertaking to the South African
authorities.

At the same time the South African authorities who were working from the South
African Embassy had to deal with a sit-in of several people who entered the
Embassy and refused to leave. We had to negotiate that. Eventually the South
African authorities agreed that they would allow the marchers to remain on the
hill. Many of them returned, it turned bitterly cold that night, but a large
group of them remained. It was totally peaceful, Mr Ramaphosa kept his word. The
organisers kept their word and in the morning they dispersed.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Dr Gildenhuys. I just want to check with my
colleagues who might have some questions for you. Advocate Sandi.



MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Thank you Dr Gildenhuys. Can I ask you at the
time of this tragedy is the Ciskei not a signatory to the National Peace Accord?

DR GILDENHUYS: It was a signatory to the Peace Accord.
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They then withdrew from the Peace Accord because they thought that the local
leadership were discriminating against them and at this particular time, to the
best of my recollection they have not returned to actively participate in the
structures. So although they were nominally a signatory they withdrew.

MR SANDI: You mean to say that they had already withdrawn as signatories to the
Accord at the time of the tragedy?

DR GILDENHUYS: No they had not withdrawn as signatories, they had withdrawn
their participation.

MR SANDI: Can you say briefly what obligations were imposed by this Accord on
those parties that had signed it especially in regard to the holding of marches
and demonstrations?

DR GILDENHUYS: The National Peace Accord was to a large extent a code of conduct
for political parties because at that stage in South Africa we did not have a
free democratic political tradition, and in terms of the Peace Accord marches as
I have said a bit earlier, was a legitimate form of political expression. The
marchers took up the attitude that they've got a right to have a march as long
as it's peaceful and as long as conditions which had to be negotiated to ensure
safety and logistics are being complied with.

MR SANDI: And in that context the National Peace Secretariat were charged with
the task of implementing the terms of that Accord?

DR GILDENHUYS: That is correct. We had no punitive powers so we couldn't
prosecute any person, or signatory or body who did not abide to the terms of the
Accord but we could, and did, exercise to the best of our ability a great moral
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persuasion.

MR SANDI: Then it goes without saying that for the National Peace Secretariat to
be able to implement those terms of the Accord required a certain measure of
cooperation from those who had accepted the Accord, Ciskei being one of them?

DR GILDENHUYS: No, that is indeed so. The Ciskeians took up the attitude, as I
have said, that the regional Peace Committee for the Ciskei, East London area
was biased in favour of the ANC alliance and for that reason they withdrew. In
my view it was not open to any party to withdraw from the Accord after they have
signed.

MR SANDI: In your attempts to implement the terms of the Accord did you have any
problems with the Ciskei authorities?

DR GILDENHUYS: Yes continuously. That it did not fall under my direct
responsibilities but I have had many talks with the Ciskeian authorities and
also with the ANC alliance and also with various Chairpersons in an endeavour to
get them back to the negotiating table or to get them to participate in the
structures. Towards the end, that's 1993, 1994 we achieved a very limited kind



of de facto cooperation, but they never really returned to full participation.

MR SANDI: Now can we talk about the preparations leading on to the march, how
involved was the National Peace Secretariat in the technical logistics of the
preparations for the march?

DR GILDENHUYS: We received very good cooperation from the organisers. We were
not concerned that the organisers could not handle the march. We had experienced
that the previous
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march during August, I think it was, was handled very well. They had a very good
system of marshalling and the control of their own people presented no problems.
We knew they could do that.

MR SANDI: Did you know that there was a shortage of razor wire which caused the
gap?

DR GILDENHUYS: I didn't hear that, I am sorry.

MR SANDI: Did you know, was the National Peace Secretariat aware that there was
a problem of a shortage of razor wire and hence the gap in the fence?

DR GILDENHUYS: I was not aware of the gap in the fence. I know there was barbed
wire at the other side of the stadium. I drove past the gap but I didn't see it.

MR SANDI: My last question now would be shortly before the members of the Ciskei
Defence Force opened fire on the marshals did you hear any shooting coming from
the side of the marshals?

DR GILDENHUYS: No the marchers as far as I could see were totally peaceful, but
I couldn't see on the other side of the stadium who shot first. It was out of my
line of vision.

MR SANDI: One final, final question, did you see any weapons on the part of the
marshals?

DR GILDENHUYS: Nothing more serious than maybe a stick.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Dr Gildenhuys. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Advocate Sandi. Reverend Finca.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chair. Just a few short questions Dr Gildenhuys. Is it
correct that you refused to cooperate with the various inquiries on this matter,
the Goldstone Commission and the Pickard Commission?
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DR GILDENHUYS: That I refused to cooperate? No it's not correct at all.

REV FINCA: It's not correct. Thank you. Was there, as far as you know, an
agreement between the parties on going to the stadium which was then violated,
which was negotiated by yourself?

DR GILDENHUYS: Not in respect of the second march. In respect of the first march
there was an agreement which was honoured. In respect of the second march the
permit issued by the magistrate allowed the marchers into the stadium. It was



not part of my negotiations. I should add that I impressed upon the Ciskei
authorities that they ought to allow the marchers into the stadium, but the
actual permit was not negotiated by me.

REV FINCA: Last question is in connection with how you left the area of action.
I know that you were yourselves targets when the shooting broke out, how did you
actually leave the area of action where the shooting was taking place?

DR GILDENHUYS: The razor wire was lifted up which left a gap underneath the
wire. Mr Hall and myself rolled through that gap and then went into the ranks of
the marchers themselves to talk with the ANC leadership. We walked down the
road, it was a few hundred yards.

REV FINCA: Did you gain an impression, sorry Chairperson I said that that was
the last question, did you get an impression that allowing those marchers to go
and occupy an empty area in Bisho was a threat to life of anybody at that stage?

DR GILDENHUYS: I didn't see any threat to life at all. As I have said there was
a very good atmosphere amongst the
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marchers when it started off and nobody knew the horrible tragedy that would
follow, it was a kind of carnival atmosphere.

REV FINCA: Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Reverend Finca. Dr Gildenhuys just to complete the
picture that Reverend Finca has touched on, did the Attorney General, the then
Attorney General of Ciskei Advocate Jurgens, did he contact you in regard to
making a statement, or giving any information regarding the incident?

DR GILDENHUYS: He did.

MR POTGIETER: Did you provide him with that statement?

DR GILDENHUYS: I was visited by a policeman, I think it's a Sergeant Walker, I
am not certain of his rank, and I gave him a statement. I think you've got a
copy amongst your records.

MR POTGIETER: So this is the one that you made available to the ...
(intervention)

DR GILDENHUYS: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Very good. Did you in any way ascertain subsequently what actually
happened, or were you not able to ascertain what happened, how the shooting
started off?

DR GILDENHUYS: I didn't do an independent investigation, I heard a lot of
rumours, but I won't be able to say from my own knowledge.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. Advocate Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Dr Gildenhuys can I ask you a sort-of awkward
question which somehow will require that you express your personal opinion on
the subject, are you aware of the allegation or charge that the gap was actually
a trap?
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DR GILDENHUYS: I was aware, or I am aware of that allegation.

MR SANDI: Let me put the question differently. There is a theory going around
that the gap was actually a trap, do you know about that theory?

DR GILDENHUYS: Purely guessing, and let me underline it's guessing, I think that
everybody just forgot about that gap, they deployed the soldiers, when the
marchers saw the opening I think they thought here's our chance and in all
probability on the spur of the moment they decided to enter into, rather to go
through the gap and enter into the Ciskei. It's my personal opinion, I'm not
basing it on anything. I've heard about the trap theory, I can't say whether
it's correct or not.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. Thank you Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. Dr Gildenhuys thank you very much for coming
and making yourself available with all the other demands. We know that you were
not available on the previous occasion to make it due to some other commitments
but we are very grateful that you could make the time this time round to come to
us and to bring your perspective to us. We appreciate it very much. We have had
up to today four days of hearing of testimony and submissions into this matter
which still puzzles us to a large extent, but thank you for bringing your
perspective to bear on it.

DR GILDENHUYS: I thank you Mr Chair. Last time I was unfortunately overseas when
the sitting occurred, I apologise for that, and I wish you everything of the
best in dealing with this great tragedy in our society.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much and safe home.
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DR GILDENHUYS: Thank you. May I be excused?

MR POTGIETER: Certainly.

-----------------------
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MR POTGIETER: I ask for absolute silence and for order in the proceedings. Can I repeat that this panel sitting here today won't be
making any findings on any issue in any of the many issues which are raised in the event that we are looking at. We are receiving
testimony and submissions from all of the interested parties and findings will eventually be made once all the facts are available and
once there has been full investigation.

The next witness is Brigadier O J Gqozo, and I would ask him to take the stand.

Good morning Brigadier Gqozo, welcome here. The Briefer will switch on the microphone. You are accompanied by your legal
representatives.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: We have had Advocate Sally Collett appearing at the Commission at a previous occasion in Bisho when you were
indisposed and you were not able to come to that hearing, so I place her on record. On your left I assume is an attorney?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes Sir.

MR POTGIETER: Perhaps we can get his name on record too.

I am told it's Mr Ghole. Good morning to you as well, and good morning Advocate Collett.

Brigadier you have been requested to attend this session of the Commission hearings which relates to the

incident which happened in Bisho on the 7th of September 1992 which is commonly referred to as the Bisho Massacre. You were then
the Head of State in the then Ciskei and for that purpose the Commission was of the mind that you are able to make material
submissions and bring relevant evidence to bear on our investigation of that particular incident. It is to that end that we are happy to
see that you are able to attend today and I want to once again welcome you and I would hand over to you. I see that you have
prepared a written submission to assist us, but I am going to ask you to take us through that. So I hand over to you. Brigadier just
before you actually take us through there I am going to ask you to take the oath, and we will be taking your submission under oath. So
I would ask you to rise please.

OUPA JOSHUA GQOZO: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Would you now like to proceed and take us through your submission.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you. Mr Chairman I thought his Grace would be here, Commissioners, Ladies and Gentlemen. It is a
pleasure to be invited before this Truth and Reconciliation Commission to make my presentation regarding the unfortunate incident
commonly EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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referred to as the Bisho Massacre.

At the outset I would like to thank this Commission for reconvening this second hearing relating to this matter in an endeavour to afford
me an opportunity to make my submissions. I apologise for any inconvenience that I might have caused due to my incapacity when
the previous hearing in this regard convened.

To address this Commission simply on the Bisho Massacre would be a futile exercise as it is essential that the political and ancillary
matters thereto be addressed. Accordingly I ask you to bear with me whilst I sketch the scenario to yourselves.



Whether we condoned it or not the TBVC states were a creation of the National Party's apartheid era. These states were, for all intents
and purposes, autonomous little countries where Black man was to rule Black man.

In the Ciskei the reigns were initially held by the late Lennox Sebe. The people in Ciskei became increasingly dissatisfied with the
reign of Sebe. He was regarded as an instrument of apartheid. Sebe and his Kwane were allegedly using strong-arm tactics against
persons who did not support the Sebe regime. At that juncture I was Chief of Intelligence in the Ciskei and can thus attest to the
accuracy of this aforegoing situation.

Consequently the morale of the people of Ciskei, more particularly the military, was at an all time low and a coup was imminent. On
the 4th of March 1990 whilst Sebe was in Hong Kong a bloodless coup took place in the Ciskei. It was not orchestrated by myself and
neither was I personally responsible for the aforementioned coup. I was requested by the soldiers to come to Bisho in the early hours
of that morning of the 4th of March 1990 to take control. Henceforth I became known as the military ruler of the Ciskei.

At this stage I find it necessary to place the following on record. As I saw it the coup was not a political coup per se. It was not of
political origin per se. It found its roots in the dissatisfaction of the people and the soldiers towards the Sebe regime. Consequently my
capacity as military ruler I held no allegiance to either the African National Congress or the National Party.

After assuming power in Ciskei my government introduced reforms, including a new constitution and Bill of Rights, the abolition of the
death penalty and the unbanning of political organisations. I brought to your attention that Ciskei functioned as any other country did
with inter alia a government, security forces, a judiciary and laws to be obeyed.

As head of the Council of State of Ciskei I was committed to negotiations and my government accordingly actively participated in
CODESA. We formed part of the Freedom Alliance who entertained the stance that all matters and principles be decided prior to the
1994 general elections, and that the principles accordingly be laid down for the new South African government. I was in favour of
federalism, the delimitation of borders and the dismantling of the Homelands. I was also in favour of reincorporation of the TBVC
states but wanted to know what the position of inter alia the civil servants, the security forces and industrialists would be.

As far as my personal situation was concerned I was prepared to leave that to the electorate. I established my own political party
which became known as the African Democratic Movement. I at all times intended to participate in the general elections with this
political party. I was in favour of a negotiated settlement and strongly opposed violence. Consequently the ANC's decision to abandon
CODESA II in favour of launching a mass action campaign on the 3rd of May 1992 some three weeks before the collapse of CODESA
II, did not find favour or support with myself or my government. The mass action campaign was a multi-faceted campaign aimed at
transferring power to the ANC.

The ANC's mass action campaign against the Homelands. One of the aspects of this campaign was directed at those Homelands that
did not support the ANC. The ANC/SACP and COSATU, which collectively became known as the Tripartite Alliance embarked on a
policy of mass action in the Ciskei. Violence increased in Ciskei and people began to live in fear. As illustration hereof I annex a press
report published in the Eastern Province Herald on the 3rd of September 1992 as Annexure A.

As the then head of the Ciskei government I has to assure the greater population of Ciskei that they would be protected. I could not
understand the alliance's attitude as there was no apartheid in Ciskei and I had unbanned political parties in my early days. I felt that
as head of government at the time I could not simply sit back and allow mass action to terrorise persons in the name of democracy or
the struggle. In my view, however, there was no need for a struggle as everything was already subject to negotiations. Consequently I
condemned the mass action of the alliance. I refer in this regard to two extracts from the Umtombo newspaper, volume 1, no.3 of 1992
annexed hereto, marked as Annexures B and C.

I am convinced that Ciskei was targeted as it was because it was probably regarded as the weakest of the Homelands that were not
sympathetic to the ANC and hence where such a campaign was likely to succeed. There seemed no doubt that the ANC alliance
hoped that by targeting Ciskei a domino effect would result causing the other Homelands who were not sympathetic to them to fall and
ultimately the then South African government, without further negotiation.

MR POTGIETER: Brigadier can I just come in here. You are referring to a number of annexures.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Are you going to take us through those annexures? Are you going to refer to them at all in regard to the content of
those annexures or have you thought that you will simply leave it to us to read or what?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Mr Chairman I thought that I would leave them to you as it would be too long to read through. But if would also
depend on the view of the Commission.

MR POTGIETER: Alright. It might be of some assistance if there are some of them that are of particular importance that you would like
us to focus on, that you could perhaps refer to those ones and perhaps just tell us briefly what it's about and so on. Because obviously



it's going to be very difficult for us to, in the time at our disposal now, to work through all of those annexures and so on. So if there is
something that's really relevant that you feel that we should actually consider, perhaps you can just attract our attention.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I am sorry to take your time. Commissioner I am given good advice here that it would be the view of my advisor
that instead of delving through some of these whilst some of the audience haven't got these might take more time than necessary.
Perhaps in your spare time after this you would go through them at your own pace.

MR POTGIETER: Ja that's fine, but then as I say, if there's something in particular, I know you have just been referring to some of the
media releases and so on, we might have seen them already, but if there is anything that is particularly important, I see there is
correspondence, you might when you come to that just perhaps highlight the importance of some of these. You don't need to go
through them but perhaps just....

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Okay, alright, thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. You may proceed.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I was referring to the two extracts of Mtombo newspapers dated the 3rd of 1992, no.3 of 1992. I am convinced
that Ciskei was targeted as it was because it was probably regarded as the weakest of the Homelands that were not sympathetic to
the ANC and hence where such a campaign was likely to succeed. There seemed no doubt that the ANC alliance hoped that by
targeting Ciskei a domino effect would result causing the other Homelands, who were not sympathetic to them to fall and ultimately the
then South African Government without further negotiation.

Background to the 7 September 1992 Bisho Massacre. On the 4th of August the alliance held a march from the Victoria grounds in
King Williamstown towards Bisho, Ciskei. At the time I was at Mpekweni. The aim was to occupy Bisho and to force me to stand down.
The ANC alliance was refused access to Bisho and were stopped at the border between South Africa and Ciskei. Negotiations took
place between the Ciskeian authorities and the leaders of the march at the initiation of the National Peacekeeping Secretariat. I was
contacted at Mpekwene and informed of the tense situation which I comment lasted many hours. Finally an agreement was reached
between all concerned out of fear of a possible violent confrontation that the marchers could hold a meeting at the Bisho stadium. This
took place and various speakers addressed the masses.

I was informed that the security forces felt incredibly threatened by the large group of marchers who became restless and in fact even
forced the security forces to retreat some distance to accommodate them.

Pursuant to this march on the 4th of August 1992 violence increased dramatically in the Ciskei. The soldiers in particular were
targeted and intimidated. The situation was so bad that soldiers and their families lived in fear and many took up residence in tents at
the military bases and even at my farm, Blacklands, for security reasons. There was a calculated attempt to demoralise and intimidate
the soldiers in particular.

I became increasingly concerned about the violence in Ciskei and accordingly approached the Goldstone Commission to investigate
the same. This request was met with a response that the Goldstone Commission had no jurisdiction to investigation incidents which
occurred in the Ciskei. I then approached the National Peace Secretariat and it was suggested that I establish a commission akin to
the Goldstone Commission in the Ciskei. This I did in the form of a commission headed by the Chief Justice of Ciskei, Mr Justice
Pickard, the mandate of which was, for all intents and purposes, the same as that of the Goldstone Commission.

The message that was spread throughout Ciskei was that the 4th of August 1992 march was nothing and that the march originally
scheduled for the 9th of September would be the march. I was to be ousted and the military of Ciskei were constantly undermined, it
being said that Umkhonto weSizwe would show Gqozo boys how real soldiers would take me on. Anybody known or suspected to be
supporters of my government, including civil servants were harassed and terrorised and many fell victim to criminal elements.

I mention at this stage that I was also given this information by the former head of Ciskei Military Intelligence Colonel Chris Nel. I
distinctly remember him telling me about pamphlets and ANC alliance propaganda, and telling me that this was being freely distributed
among the people of Ciskei. The gist of the propaganda was that the ANC alliance was giving people a last chance, especially the
soldiers to be saved if they joined in the march against me, failing which they would be rejected and even killed. I am not in a position
to provide this Commission with such documentation, but maybe Colonel Nel is.

However, to my dismay I have subsequently learnt in an article in the Weekly Mail and Guardian of June 1994 that Colonel Nel, in
whose information I trusted, seems to have been playing cat and mouse with me. Clearly, therefore, the possibility exists that myself
and my security forces who relied rather heavily on the information of the Ciskei Intelligence Service might have been misled by
Colonel Nel. He, however, might be in a better position to elaborate.

Nonetheless the confidence of the soldiers was severely dented by this propaganda, and it became apparent that the ANC alliance
was attempting to neutralise the Ciskeian Defence Force.



What I also regard as significant are the comments of Major General Bantu Holomisa, the then military leader of Transkei. He
expressed the view that I was not being given honest advice and was probably also referring to Colonel Nel. I annex in this regard a
press report on the 8th

September 1992, marked as Annexure D.

Mr Chairman I could just mention a few lines here where he says, I read,

"The Ciskeians should insist that mercenaries and seconded personnel be kicked out".

And then he says,

"Oupa Gqozo could not expect honest advice especially in this climate of transition. He suggested that
some of these people, independent Homelands send these people back to their host countries for re-
training. I speak from experience, this is why Transkei decided the South African defence force personnel
should cease commanding Transkeian forces in 1978 and why mercenaries were done away with in
1981".

Mr Chairman I am carrying on now.

On the 23rd August 1992 at the National Alliance Summit, the ANC alliance brought forward the march to the 7 September 1992
clearly to coincide with the then State President de Klerk's conference of regionalism. It was decided by the ANC alliance that the
national leadership should go to the areas near Ciskei to mobilise the people for the march. There was no doubt in my mind that the
ANC alliance from the outset had much more than a march in mind.

The media and gatherings were used and abused to whip up the emotions of people. The remarks made by the leaders were largely
inflammatory and in fact contrary to the spirit of the National Peace Accord. It appeared as if the ANC alliance would not even hesitate
to use violence. I firmly believed that the ANC alliance intended to invade Ciskei at all costs and oust me and were not interested in
negotiations.

On the 3rd of September 1992 they sent a letter to the then President de Klerk demanding my removal and threatening to occupy
Bisho for days if needs be. De Klerk warned them against such action and informed them that they should seek proper permission
from Ciskei as it was an independent state. De Klerk warned Dr Mandela that the proposed march might lead to a serious showdown
and that the demands were unrealistic in any event and formed part of matters still subject to negotiation. Mandela assured De Klerk
of the ANC's full cooperation to ensure peaceful mass action.

On the 6th of September 1992 the late Chris Hani held a final meeting with the people and declared their true intention to oust me at
all costs. I was referred to as "De Klerk's puppet" and "kitchen boy", terms which were not only inaccurate but hurtful to me.

A conference on violence was held prior to the march of the 7th September 1992 by IDASA. I sent representatives from both the ADM
and the Ciskei government to participate. It was reported to me that basically the intention of the meeting was to make Ciskei accept
interim administration at that stage. Ciskei was severely down-played and the meeting clearly wanted my removal for political reasons.
This meeting was presided over by Dr Alex Boraine.

A seven member delegation including Reverend Bongani Finca were to meet with the then President de Klerk to attempt to obtain
these objectives. What was significant and hinted at a somewhat biased agenda was that not a single representative from either the
ADM or the Ciskei government were part of the delegation. In this regard I attach as annexure E. It is a letter, Mr Chairman, which is
very
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self-explanatory. I will ask that you pass it on. Thanks.

Prior to the march of the 7th of September 1992 a delegation of church leaders headed by his Grace the Honourable Bishop Desmond
Tutu came to me at Parliament in Bisho. They were concerned about the march and possible violence and enquired why I did not
simply resign as the people seemed to want and hand over to an interim administrator. I said that I was not prepared to do so in this
hostile climate as not all the persons under my control were ANC supporters. I genuinely felt that I owed allegiance to many people
who relied on me. I showed them videos of an ANC march in Ciskei where the marchers displayed vulgar behaviour towards the
Ciskei government. They were shocked and admitted that nobody should have to endure that.

After lengthy discussions the delegation agreed to try and dissuade the ANC alliance from adopting this attitude, and to request them
to call off the march. I waited for their report-back but this never occurred.



I mention further that this delegation also requested a referendum to be held in Ciskei but I declined, for the following reasons. The
Ciskeian people had no experience of voting procedures at that time. Such referendum seemed a costly option. I did not see the need
for a referendum because I was prepared to, and was negotiating reincorporation which was imminent in any event. There seemed to
be no dispute about the need for reincorporation.

De Klerk declared the area surrounding Bisho an unrest area and informed the ANC that security forces would be on standby to
ensure that the march conformed to the National Peace Accord.

I further felt that De Klerk should never have permitted that march from Victoria grounds in King Williamstown as it was contrary to the
non-aggression pact between South Africa and Ciskei.

Steps taken by the Ciskei government prior to the 7th of September 1992, the march. I consistently issued warnings that the proposed
mass action seen against the background of the violence, intimidation and threats in Ciskei could have devastating consequences and
I refused to allow it to happen. I believed that as head of the Ciskei, which was at that stage an autonomous government I had a duty
to protect the Ciskei as I saw fit and in the interests of my people.

On the evening of the 6th of September 1992 an urgent application was brought by the Commissioner of Police against the ANC
alliance declaring the proposed march unlawful if the requisite permission had not been obtained from the magistrate and
consequently interdicting the ANC from continuing with such a march. A copy of this application is annexed hereto marked Annexure
F. It sketches, Mr Chairman, the situation as my officials and I saw it at the time.

The ANC brought a simultaneous application, ja here is the application, which is lengthy and I think we will leave it at that. The ANC
brought a simultaneous application compelling the magistrate to apply his mind to the application previously made by them to the
magistrate seeking permission for the march. Both applications were granted. The magistrate accordingly heard submissions and
consequently permitted the march to take place and set certain conditions to be observed by the marchers. Despite all the aforegoing
the ANC alliance had repeatedly stated that they would have their march and would not be restrained. They did not regard themselves
bound by the Ciskei courts which is peculiar considering the fact that they brought an application to the very courts that they did not
recognise.

I must concede that initially I was not prepared to allow the march either, but after the courts had made orders and ...(tape ends)

... only issued press release, annexed hereto as Annexure G. It's a press release Mr Chairman which is self-explanatory describing
the futility of my attempts to stop the march and expressing my wish to cooperate with the courts.

Mr Chairman facsimiles were sent by the government lawyers, Hardman Cooke requesting that the ANC comply and/or alternatively
pledge compliance with the conditions set down in the magistrate's order. These facsimiles elicited no response from the African
National Congress. I annex them hereto for your information marked Annexure H. The ANC alliance instead expressed its intention,
publicly, to bridge the conditions and march to the original site which is the centre of Bisho.

The Bisho Massacre. At all material times hereto I was at the Parliamentary buildings, I was not involved in the security operations at
all which was left to the various commanders of the security forces in whom I had the fullest confidence to handle this situation. From
where I was I was not watching nor could I see with any clarity what was occurring in the vicinity of the march. The security forces
were aware from the outset that they were to prevent the marchers from occupying Bisho as even after the magistrate had permitted
the march the ANC alliance had made it quite clear that they did not consider themselves bound by the restrictions. I heard the noise
and chanting of the marchers. Subsequently I heard sounds which I initially did not identify as being shooting. The Bisho Massacre
had occurred.

I consequently learned about the shooting incident and that lives had been lost. I was informed that this had occurred as a result of the
ANC alliance having breached the conditions of the march. I immediately released a press statement conveying our sincerest
condolences to the injured and the families of the deceased. I annex as Annexure I a copy thereof.

With your permission I will read, because it's short. MR POTGIETER: We are just trying to locate these annexures. Just for my
colleagues they are towards the end of the papers, so if you go past all of the press copies and so, copies of extracts from
newspapers, right past that, have you located it?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Can I proceed?

MR POTGIETER: Well just give us a minute Brigadier. Alright Brigadier.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: This is a press release issued by my office straight after the news broke out. It's dated the 7th of September
1992.



"The Council of State of the Republic of Ciskei has learnt with shock of the shooting incident in the vicinity
of the Bisho stadium after participants in the African National Congress march breached the conditions
imposed by the magistrate for Zwelitsha for the conduct of the march and gathering.

We express our sincere regret at the conduct of these marchers and at the shooting which ensued. We
further convey our sincere condolences to the injured and the families of the deceased. The Council of
State gives the first assurance that a full inquiry will be held as soon as possible to investigate and report
on the incident. The Council of State gives the assurance that law and order will be maintained and calls
on all citizens to remain calm and to act within the law".

Later it was reported to me that when the marchers arrived at the stadium and began to enter a group congregated outside the
stadium while a further group ran through the stadium on the left and rushed towards Bisho and at the Ciskei defence force soldiers
that had been deployed in that vicinity. A soldier had been shot. An order to fire was given after a report was made of gunfire from
within the crowd as well as handgrenades having been used. The action by the military was thus defensive in nature.

I released a further press statement marked Annexure J which is self-explanatory where I express the fact that from reports gained
that troops may have acted in self defence.

Reaction to the massacre. Re ANC alliance. What happened in Bisho on the 7 September 1992 shocked the world. I wish to place the
following on record.

The ANC alliance had repeatedly been warned from various sources that their proposed march could have devastating consequences
and result in bloodshed. They ignored all warnings determined to achieve their objective. The ANC alliance never had a peaceful
march in mind from the outset and embarked on war talk. The ANC alliance by their campaign of terrorising the military prior to the
march might possibly have thought that the soldiers would not obey an order to shoot but should have foreseen that there was always
a possibility that the soldiers could fire if besieged as they were.

Ronnie Kasrils was clearly not even concerned therewith and appeared to be prepared to risk any situation for political gain. One of
his many quotes justifying his behaviour was,

"Through history how has tyranny been toppled, never without casualties".

This comes from the Sunday Star of September 13 1992.

The behaviour of the leadership of the ANC alliance must be condemned in the strongest terms.

Re Ciskei military. It is necessary for me to outline the defence force's situation so that there can be a better understanding of what
occurred on that fateful day. The Ciskei defence force did not consist of the most sophisticated or combat trained soldiers, and
furthermore the defence force, because of its size and nature, probably led to Ciskei being targeted first for mass action by the ANC
alliance.

As with any defence force they had a statutory duty to protect their country. The Massacre was never planned and I strongly reject any
suggestion of that nature.

I annex for the benefit of the Commission the minutes of a meeting held by the defence force of the 31st August 1992 to discuss the
planning of the proposed march as Annexure K. Mr Chairman due to the length of this document I would like only to point out that just
by the composition of the, or the participants in the march, should be seen that it was a concerted action of all regional security force
role players to ensure that all heads are brought to one to avoid whatever and to manage the situation as it arises. This was done
immediately after the August march to ensure that whilst another meeting was being canvassed lessons learned from the previous
march must help in trying to make a better security arrangement for the next one. There

was there the deputy chief of the Defence Force, Colonel van der Bank, Colonel Ramond who was attached to Group 8 from the
SADF, Colonel Berg from the SAP, Colonel van der Linde from the military, he was the military attache of Ciskei.

MR POTGIETER: Sorry Brigadier what does that stand for, MA Ciskei?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Military attache, he was working at the South African Embassy. And Colonel Shubersberger who was an
operational officer at the CDF. Commandant de Kock of the SADF. Commandant Nkosana who was I think head of the Bisho Base.
Major Dave Scroobie was our legal advisor in the defence force. Captain Aslet, SAP. Du Plessis, SAP. Captain Priklimane Gahledi
from CDF, Captain Komanda from CDF and Commander Swanepoel from CDF.

MR POTGIETER: Was the Ciskei Police not present, because I can't see on my copy?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No, the Ciskei police were not present. It says here "Not present Ciskei police".



MR POTGIETER: Okay, thanks.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: By the time the march took place on the 7th of September the military were demoralised and feared what the
ANC alliance were going to present them with. They responded to a lawful order to fire and such order was given after information had
been relayed that the soldiers were being fired at and that the crowd was running towards them. The military was the last line of
defence. Any criticism of over-reaction by the military must be seen against the background of the circumstances that existed prior to
the march, as well as on the day in question.

The aftermath - reaction. The 7 September 1992 was a sad day for the whole of the Ciskei and the then South Africa. The incident
was debated and discussed at length in the tabloids, the media and investigated by the Goldstone and Pickard Commissions of
Inquiry. A minute was sent from my government to the United Nations in connection therewith and I annex a copy thereof marked
Annexure L. As it is a lengthy document and a very detailed document of explanation, I think it's just a supporting document to almost
what we have said here Mr Chairman. I suggest we leave it to the Commissioners.

MR POTGIETER: I am sorry I am just trying to locate that.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: It's just after this annexure K.

MR POTGIETER: I've got the Annexure K, the minutes of that planning meeting, but in my papers, well let me tell you that minute, it's
headed "Secret" on top and it's got nine pages in my papers, it goes up to nine, and then immediately after that there is a letter from
the African National Congress Border Region to the Town Clerk King Williamstown Municipality.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Oh that's right. Immediately after all these intelligence reports it's a thing called Annexure L, it's the very last
document.

MR POTGIETER: Okay, alright it's here. Thank you.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I am aware that many people have and still do blame me for what happened on that unfortunate day. My
reaction to that day was and still is one of great remorse and distress as I was horrified and sorrowful at what happened on that day.
As far as I am concerned the ANC alliance needed to return to the negotiating table and stop using the lives of innocent people for
their own political gain.

MR POTGIETER: Order please, order. We won't proceed until we have got order. Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: However you are feeling about this business we must listen to this as it is presented. It's not necessary to act
like people in the rally. This is a legal Commission which was appointed by the President. It's like going to Parliament and interrupt the
procedures. We have authority to take the people who misbehave, we have an authority to take you out of this hall please behave
yourself, do not interrupt the procedures of the Commission.

MR POTGIETER: We won't be able to proceed unless we maintain order and discipline. So if the testimony is interrupted I will not
hesitate to stop the proceedings and not proceed until there is absolute agreement on discipline and order. I don't want to do that.
Thank you very much. Proceed Brigadier.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you Mr Chairman. I am still of the view that the tragic incident could have been avoided if the march
conditions had been followed. I had nothing against peaceful marches, political rallies, and as mentioned I personally unbanned
political organisations when I assumed power without being pressurised to do so.

I mention further that after the Bisho Massacre I had the support and sympathy of Buthelezi, Mangope and Mpedi who incidentally
were also leaders of Homelands which were not ANC sympathisers.

The ANC alliance in contrast showed no expression of sorrow for their action which had led to the death of many people, instead they
remained determined to intensify their mass action and do the same in Bophuthatswana. I verily believe that the ANC alliance had, on
that day, no intention of a peaceful march and that is why they lacked remorse thereafter.

Negotiations - Perhaps the one positive aspect that flowed from the happenings on that day was that the parties returned to the
negotiating table. To a certain extent marches of this nature did not take place thereafter. What is interesting is that our present
government has realised the possible peril associated with marches and past legislation holding the organisers of a march responsible
for any incidents caused by such a march. This begs the question that if the Bisho Massacre march happened today who would be
culpable.

The indemnity decree - It is true that I passed an indemnity decree so as to indemnify my soldiers from criminal prosecution relating to
the Bisho Massacre. As far as I was concerned they were acting in a lawful capacity to protect Ciskei from being besieged. They were
not the only line of defence but in fact the final line of defence. It is very easy to sit back and condemn their action on that day.



Although I concede that perhaps if one views the situation in retrospect they may have over-reacted. I ask that we all judge them given
the circumstances prior and at the time of the march. I urge that people should not be armchair critics when considering the
happenings of that day.

Conclusion - Mr Chairman, Commissioners, there has been many a day that I have wished that the incidents of the 7th of September
1992 could be removed from my history, but I know that they cannot. I have frequently wondered what I would have done differently if
the clock could be turned back, but given the circumstances I am at a loss to say.

I know that the question on everybody's lips is whether I am going to say that I am sorry for what happened on that day. I feel that I am
not personally to blame for what happened on that day. I attempted, I believe, to the best of my ability to prevent what happened.
Nonetheless I do feel sorry and sympathise with the victims and the families who lost loved ones. I am sorry that this happened at a
time when I was head of Ciskei, and unfortunately remains inextricably linked with me.

In a sense I feel sorry for the ANC because I believe that it was the SACP's subtle revolutionary influence that caused this incident
under the guise of the ANC.

As a Christian I find the loss of human life a sorrowful situation particularly when blatantly contemplated for political gain. I sincerely
hope that the people who accuse me and claim that I am responsible for that day now have a better insight.

Finally I would ask anybody that believes in their heart that I am truly guilty to forgive me, and understand the situation for what it was.
There is one lesson that I have learnt and that is that hatred and bitterness will gnaw away at a person's very soul if they give it a
chance. I have forgiven those that persecuted me and my followers. If we are all to live together and build a new South Africa then we
must make peace with ourselves, our feelings and those of others, I have done all of this and please I urge you to do the same and let
us all build the new future together.

Mr Chairman I thank you for this opportunity to make these submissions to the Commission.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. You've submitted quite a bulky set of papers to us containing a number of annexures and as
is usual that was handed to us just prior to you taking the stand to give your testimony. So it would obviously require a bit of time from
the Commission to look at all of this and to study the documentation. In any event this is a process, it's not a single event, with the
result that the Commission obviously has the ability to revert to you and to deal with whatever there is that has arisen from your
submission and your testimony that needs further clarification. But for the moment, under those conditions I am quite sure that my
colleagues on the panel would want to ask some questions at this stage in clarification of your testimony. Reverend Xundu?

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. Sir I wanted to get clarity on some of the fundamental issues. Do you realise that the
creation of the TBVC states and the tricameral Parliament was the root of the violence in this country?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I know that.

REVEREND XUNDU: Do you realise that if this is part of that, you yourself, you were taking part in that violence so that you can help
the oppressors to oppress the people who did not have the right to vote?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I realised that that was the perception, though that was not my aim.

REVEREND XUNDU: That is the cause that just before you put the blame on others, is that you had your own view that instead of
liberating people you were oppressing them. But if you are just blaming the people and you don't even admit that the creation of the
TBVC states and thereafter they were puppet ministers that was very painful to the people who could not vote at the time. It was war. I
want to know that you are placing the people who would like to forgive in trouble because you do not admit, because it is part of the
anger of the oppressors.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I admitted, I said no matter what we can say we know that the creation of the TBVC states were the roots
of the apartheid regime. I take this from the situation that you can be born under a very bad situation and you can even go there
yourself. We were already in a bad situation. In my mind I wanted to say in this kind of situation, this bad situation we must struggle
and go out of it because at the time we had already known that there were heroes who were fighting for the liberation. All of us we
were oppressed, but at the same time in that kind of situation we could also try and build on our resources and try not to kill each other
just before reaching our freedom. My situation I was against the fact that there should be people who are forcing other people to do
something that they did not like to do while busy talking about liberation as the principle of democracy was about tolerance among
views of different people. As long as there is respect there would be cooperation. At that time I was not a White and I did not create
any laws that could oppress the Blacks. Just after I took over I tried to create laws that could lead to liberation of a Black person in
Ciskei.

REVEREND XUNDU: On page 8 of your submission you said the referendum, you refused the referendum, the referendum that was
going to give people a choice of their leaders, you refused that. Do you really mean that you were going on, you were ruling people



according to the principle of the soldiers not about the majority rule? This is a contradiction of what you have just said.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: At the time of the referendum the people were talking largely about dismantling the Homelands at the
negotiating table. That was going to waste time according to my own government. I have reasons there, I have stated clearly the
reasons of that.

REVEREND XUNDU: I am not saying is it's not true because what I know of the people of Ciskei, the people of Ciskei were always
electing their own people because they were saying they have a democratic government. In the previous hearings that we had there
were a lot of claims and accusations that you had your own chiefs and headmen in different villages, you forced the headmen and the
mayors to remove everybody who was against your regime. Can't you see that in this conflict, I am not against you but I just want you
to see this, in your evidence it looks like you were innocent. There are people who could see that you were a perpetrator yourself, and
this is where you must admit that you played a role, you had a responsibility. So if you admit that there will be reconciliation.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: What you are saying Sir is true because in this situation ...(tape ends)

REVEREND XUNDU: ....not what the people like, if you are a ruler you don't concentrate on one group of people, some of the people
were manhandled and that kind of a situation.

There was conflict between the government and the Residents Associations saying that they were not the structure of the Ciskeian
Government but they were under ANC.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: That gave us a problem that the government could not approach the organisations,though the government was
forced to address the daily problems of the residents. We realised that there are people who were against the resident's committees,
they even said that these resident's committee were worse more than the Sebe regime. I realise that there was no alternative for my
government but I had to try and go to the traditional leaders instead of appoint the chiefs we had to elect them, that's what we do as
we were trying to meet the demands of the residents.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you very much. Here I will just ask a few questions as the Chairperson indicated that we haven't had time to look
at your documents so it will be basically questions asking for clarification. When you started you indicated that you couldn't attend due
to your incapacity, would you like to tell us more about your incapacity?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Can we please confer with my lawyer because she wants to tell me something. Thank you Mr Chairman. Yes, I
would like to share that with the Commission. When I went to, before I went to the other court case in Kimberley I must say I was very,
very emotional, I was very stressed. I had spent many nights without sleeping, I had no money, so all these things made for a very big
depression in me. I think if the psychiatrist did not recommend that, under such emotional stress I could not handle any situation
where I had to give of myself you know what I think. I was very sensitive as well. The reason they detected this was that every time
they asked a thing I would keep quiet long and cry. So they said no this is terrible, I think we will not be making any service to
whatever - I could not even give them what particulars they needed. So I again having had the shock of the sentence at Taung
exacerbated my situation which they had already diagnosed earlier on. But when I came back I was also, that didn't help me at all
because I had to go to places I have never been and all this and all this. So I was really willing to come but I think that on second
thoughts, after having gone for treatment at Komane I praised the Lord for that because I think that not only helped me but it returned
me from a point of no return.

MS MKHIZE: Maybe just a related observation, do you think an opportunity to talk openly before your own people about your
involvement as a leader in the area and particularly around the unfortunate date will have a healing effect, a further healing effect?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I do believe that you actually heal the more you have nothing in you that holds you know on your
conscience and that you also - My feeling on your question is that I know I may not convince many people out there of the way I am,
and perhaps I may not have the ability to be able to foresee exactly what they want me to say and which would actually be fooling
them and fooling myself if I say what I think they want to say, but as long as I have said what I feel at the moment and I hope that they
understand me for what I am and how I am, that to a large extent would make me feel happy, instead of just sitting there, nobody
knows how I feel, nobody ever thought that they would see me and hear me talk about this, I think that both ways it could help.

MS MKHIZE: Another point of clarification I see here page 3 and page 15 on your document you referred to Homelands which did not
support the ANC, can you just clarify for us what exactly do you mean? I mean when you talk about the Homelands one assumes that
you are talking about a geographical area with divided peoples, some belonging to political groupings, some not aligned. The
impression you create is like you had a bunch of people holding onto one, only one political ideology, can you just explain to that. It
comes on page 3 and also on page 15 of your document?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: That would be best replied by the attitude of the ANC's thrust in its campaigns to destabilise those countries
that I mentioned. It is clear in that, that it is merely because they were areas where the leadership of those places shared at times
different views, either, not the view of liberation, it may be views on how to achieve the liberation and how in the interim things must be
governed towards the attainment of what we all want and cherish which is our freedom. But I do have a clear vivid picture of the



Transkei not being harassed by the ANC through its mass actions, Venda not being harassed, Kwandebele not being harassed, all
other places not being harassed, except only Ciskei, Bophuthatswana perhaps and others who were sort of having their original sort of
ideas on the way forward.

MR POTGIETER: Sorry Hlengiwe just before you proceed. I am just going to make a ruling on order and procedure. I am going to
proceed down the line of Commissioners and panellists and allow them to ask a first round of questions, and then I'll assess how the
time is to deal with further questioning, so bear that in mind that there are time limits that we've got to stick to and try to keep it as
pointedly as possible. So Hlengiwe would you like to proceed.

MS MKHIZE: Thank you Mr Chairman. Another point which I would like you to clarify for us on page 12 where you say the actions by
the military was thus defensive in nature. As a person who was responsible for safety and security in the area, I mean we are talking
here about the loss of life, can you tell us what exactly do you mean by saying the action was defensive in nature, viz a viz what they
did?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you Commissioner. On that one I must clarify that. I am giving you an impression that I have received
after I was given reports, that the way the force with which the troops saw the rush towards them was very intimidatory. Secondly,
without getting into the who shot first, and who shot the soldier, but there was at the time the impression that, from the crowd there
was a shot which gave the impression that they were under siege and they were being attacked. And then some handgrenade sounds
or whatever which no one actually proved or can prove, I don't know about that, I don't want to get into that, but the report I get gave
me the impression that the people merely were forced to jump to the conclusion that we are being shot, hence now my conclusion that
they might have acted in self-defence.

MR POTGIETER: Just a related question, as the head of state then what precautions did you take to make sure that the loss of life
was prevented at all costs?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: First it is the court interdict which regulated the behaviour there, which no one believed and thought that they
would be blatantly overlooked, so having said that the people who were there surely could have been there but they were just there as
a deterrent. I don't want to believe that anyone could have thought that that day there was going to be a shooting.

MS MKHIZE: To be specific, were there any instructions given to the soldiers as to how to control the crowds? You know in any
country marches, riots are common, but usually heads of state make sure that there is no loss of life?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes. I do believe that soldiers and police before the march were given specific guidelines as usual. You know
that was not the first march. They have been monitoring marches for as long as you know they know, and in all the marches they
monitored their first stance is to stand back and watch until such time as they see some disorder then they may try and solve that. If it
escalates into a fight or a shooting then they know what to do. Those people have been trained there. There may be riot policemen
there, there may also be policemen and soldiers who constantly sit together and discuss that if this goes beyond our control then it's
for the soldiers, because then it means war. So my answer to you would be confined only to what I know are the standard of
preparational procedures and not what happened there because I was not there.

MS MKHIZE: Before I hand over to the Chair I just want to ask you one question. We have had numerous witnesses for the past two
days who have been really wanting you to come forward and tell them more about what happened, a cry for reconciliation with you so
to say, if I may ask you where are you today? What do you think you need to do to be reconciled with your own people in this area?
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BRIGADIER GQOZO: It's a difficult question, it's a difficult question because one would think that - it would depend on whether the
people still see me as a person who intentionally was there to ensure that people died before I leave the chairmanship of the Council
of State or whether they take it as an unfortunate accident which happened, which shouldn't have happened, or whether they in all the
things that I have done, they cannot see any little one good thing.

And having said that I think that really I would hope that they listened to me today as a person that is humbly and very honestly trying
to paint a picture of a man that has always suffered with them silently on this whole thing, that never wanted it to happen, that would
do anything to protect anyone from being killed.

Further than that I think I would also ask that everyone who listens to me believe that I love all the people of this area and I would like
them to forgive me.



MS MKHIZE: Thank you very much Brigadier.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Hlengiwe. Order, order, we are missing the testimony. We can't hear what the witness says if
you make a loud noise. So please - Brigadier can we just round off this point that Ms Mkhize has raised with you because it's not quite
clear to me what your position is on the submission on page 12 that the action by the military was thus defensive in nature, I just want
to come back to that. I have heard what you said but do you stand by this submission?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Mr Chairman this is the report I got and I believe that the soldiers didn't want to kill people. My soldiers never
were hostile to people. I remember when I took over they did not want what was happening to the people of Inkonkwene(?) and at
Puni(?), I know that, I was part of the military. I know also that on the day of the coup, my coup, we had the displeasure of being called
at night, after I had addressed the people at Mdantsane stadium, we were alerted to smoke billowing around a highway and soldiers
went there, tried to get the people away and then at night around 12 o'clock, at Fort Jackson there were so many people moving
around there, looting TV's and things like that, they did not want to shoot the people, because I said people this coup is for the people,
if we try to stop these people and they don't want to leave rather leave them. You know we can't make it worse by shooting anyone
here. Shoot rather in the air and so on. They wouldn't shoot people. It was at night that time, if they were criminals they would have
shot people there.

MR POTGIETER: Right. That's obviously a different situation, I am talking about the 7th of September 1992, and I want to ask you
quite pointedly because what we have to do is we have to ascertain the facts, we must ascertain the truth, so I am asking you quite
pointedly do you stand by this submission that the military acted defensively on the particular day? Because I want to test that. I mean
if you stand by that I want to test it.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Mr Chairman I stand by that opinion which I got, I derived after I was given the facts about what happened
there.

MR POTGIETER: Right. So in other words this is the opinion that you formed after the initial report was made to you about the
incident?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes sir.

MR POTGIETER: Right. Now you've never testified before at any one of these commissions, of these inquiries that were held into this
incident?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No not at all.

MR POTGIETER: Right. Now your opinion I assume is reflected or based on the facts reflected in annexure J, your press statement
on that same day which you've referred to in your testimony?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Where you said,

"It has been reported to me that...."

and the second paragraph,

"... on Ciskei soldier was shot and killed and the rush continued at the troops".

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Have you got that?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes Sir.

MR POTGIETER: And then you carry on in your release, your press release you say,

"... the order to fire was then given. We have received reports of gunfire directed from within the crowd at
members of the defence force, and of hand grenades which were slung from within the crowd. The action
taken by the defence force members was defensive".

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes Sir.

MR POTGIETER: That's the crux of your opinion?



BRIGADIER GQOZO: That's correct, yes.

MR POTGIETER: Right. Now as you are sitting there today do you accept the factual situation set out in this press statement as being
true? Are those the facts?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Sir after having read, listened to many people you know deliberating on this issue, I found that I have no way of
saying either of them is correct, but I had only to rely on the knowledge that knowing the troops I don't think they would have shot if
they were not feeling threatened.

MR POTGIETER: Okay. So what you say is that you can't say that this is true?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No I can't, I can't say that.

MR POTGIETER: In fact, in fact the evidence is quite clear that the one soldier that was shot and killed was shot by his fellow soldiers,
he was shot by one of the CDF members, there is no doubt about that. We have got that testimony, we have bot the ballistics reports,
everything, do you accept that?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I find it very difficult to accept that. Because Mr Chairman let me put it this way ...(Interruption by screaming of
woman in the audience)

REV FINCA: Please keep quiet. We know that you are all frustrated, please bear with us.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. We appreciate your cooperation. Brigadier I would like to just get this point crisply finished.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Mr Chairman if one of the soldiers was shot by one of the soldiers, it may have meant one thing, the soldiers
hated each other, how else would they shoot ...(intervention)

MR POTGIETER: Or they were bad shots. You were saying that they were inexperienced in your testimony here.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Inexperienced in dealing with a crowd of that nature Mr Chairman. They have been deployed all over the Ciskei
wherever there was unrest. At some stages even the police, people said we think better when you call in the soldiers because at least
they can stand and make sure that we are safe. So they were experienced to an extent. But if it was a soldier shooting another soldier
from behind in a line of deployment where other soldiers were looking, soldiers are very, very protective of each Mr Chairman, that
would have come out, not only through reporters but it would have come out from the army itself.

MR POTGIETER: Well as I have put to you earlier, and it's not going to help very much for us to debate it between the two of us, I've
just put it to you that expert ballistic testimony presented to this Commission at its previous sitting on this incident had indicated quite
clearly that the soldier was shot and killed by the calibre gun that was used by your force, there is no doubt about that.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Sir that cannot prove exclusively that that gun was handled by a soldier. So many of these guns were stolen.

MR POTGIETER: So you mean it could have been one of the crowd?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: It could be, and I don't believe that any such action could have taken place even before - I am told, I don't know,
but I am told that the soldier fell before anything else happened.

MR POTGIETER: Now let's just test the factual situation here because you don't seem to be suggesting that you do believe that this is
true, this statement,

"The Ciskeian soldier was shot and killed and the rush continued at the troops".

Is there any truth in that?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Oh well I was not there Mr Chairman. I know what I was told. I know that there was a lot of debate around that,
and I know all these ballistics and other experts called in, I am prepared to accept what the court or whoever decides finally because I
am, in this situation, I am - I don't even want to make a speculation, it's very dangerous because one never knows what is the truth
until it has been tested and re-tested.

MR POTGIETER: Now just the second leg of the allegation.

"Handgrenades were slung from within the crowd".

is that true?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Again Mr Chairman this is the impression that was given to the officers who came and made a report-back.



They had also information which was to the effect that there was a car which was seen at a certain area distributing weapons. That
information, whether it was tested and whether it was true, whether I believe it or not really depends on whether it was there, and no
one knows it was there.

MR POTGIETER: Ja. So you can't say for a fact that handgrenades were slung from the crowd, is that correct?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: This is what I was told and this I am reporting exactly what I was told.

MR POTGIETER: And you can't say whether that is true or not?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No I cannot.

MR POTGIETER: So just to round off this one point, the facts on which you have based your opinion that the CDF soldiers were
acting defensively in nature is based on facts which you can't say is true, you don't believe the truth of it, necessarily?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: This is what was also confirmed by - I never talked to the soldiers who were called to the Commission, the
juniors, except only their seniors who came to report to the Security Council, but when I heard even junior officers disclosing to the
Commission that they felt they were being shot at and they asked for permission through a radio communication to General Olshig
and after he, according to his evidence here, after he asked about two or three times whether are you really under fire, and they
repeatedly confirmed that positive, we are under fire. So only taking that scenario into consideration gives me what I had to work on.

MR POTGIETER: Alright, I understand the basis of your opinion. Dr Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: Brigadier I hope your legal advisor won't interfere with the question I am going to ask before I proceed. Are you on
medication currently?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you. I'd like to refer you to page 4 and page 6 of your document. The first paragraph, line 3 on page 4.

"I felt that as head of government at the time I felt that I could not simply sit back and allow mass action to
terrorise people in the name of democracy or the struggle".

And on page 6, second paragraph, line 4,

"The gist of propaganda was that the ANC alliance was giving people a last chance to be saved if they
joined in the march against me, failing which they would be rejected or even killed".

From these two statements and throughout your submission it
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is pretty clear that you wanted to protect the people in the Ciskei at all costs, am I correct?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: You are correct.

DR RAMASHALA: Did you see the two women who collapsed and left this room?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA: Can you identify them at all?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Ma'am I didn't look back.

DR RAMASHALA: Brigadier may I ask you to just cast your eyes to the second, third and fourth rows, just scan...(tape ends), second,
third and fourth rows. These are either victims, survivors or their families, do you recognise any of them?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No.



DR RAMASHALA: Thank you Counsel for not interfering. My question is soon after the massacre you in fact issued one or two press
statements, am I correct?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes you are correct Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: You were in control or in power for about two years after the massacre, about I say, you cared so much about the
people in the Ciskei, am I correct in assuming then that you reached out to the families of the deceased and the families of the
injured? Now when I say reach out I am talking about not necessarily personally reach out but perhaps reach out by correspondence,
telephone call, some kind of reaching out that would demonstrate and be consistent with your utterances that you really cared about
the people in the Ciskei.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you through you Chairman, no I didn't. Can I say - I don't want to justify why I didn't but perhaps if I say
one word perhaps you could understand

...(intervention)

DR RAMASHALA: Well if you allow me to continue because I will give you the opportunity. I also don't want you to justify because they
are matters of the heart, that if not pursued at the time cannot be justified at any time, and so I don't want to put you in a difficult
position by asking you to justify. I am pursuing your heart as Ms Mkhize indicated. And I am saying for two years these very people
that you cared about, that you were willing to protect at any cost, you did not reach out to them either through correspondence or
sending your legal advisor or somebody. May I also ask you if after the aftermath, when people were scattered all over the stadium
now taking into consideration security did you walk around to see what actually happened, or did you get reports indirectly? Did you
actually see the aftermath?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I did, afterwards, I think it was around four o'clock or five before I went home I asked to be taken there so
that I can see exactly what happened so that I can relate to whatever reports I was going to get having seen what was on the scene.
Unfortunately I remember that immediately thereafter it was interpreted as if I went there with my (...indistinct) and gloated which was
unfortunate.

DR RAMASHALA: No I would not have interpreted as that. I think I would have interpreted it as consistency in your behaviour caring
about your people. But what I find inconsistent and you have declared your love to your people today, what I find inconsistent is that
neither you nor your office reached out to any of the survivors, their families and victims. I asked you to scan the second, third and
fourth row because that is just a small sample of the after effects, the after effects of the massacre. This document presents some
political positions, I asked you to scan because what you see as a sample of the aftermath cannot in any way be represented in this
document. I ask you again Brigadier without casting blame on the ANC and its leaders, but looking at yourself as custodian of the
people in the Ciskei, I ask you again is there anything you want to tell this small sample population of people sitting on the second,
third and fourth row? You don't have to because you see I ask you to speak from the heart and that is why I asked counsel not to
interfere because this is not a legal question. It's not a legal question. I ask you again because this is your opportunity Brigadier.
Reconciliation with your people does not depend on how articulate you are today, but it depends on how you look at them, and not
wonder whether what you are saying is legally or politically correct. And so I appeal to you to speak from the heart and look at the
people sitting on the second, third and fourth row. Thank you Chairperson.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I am sorry Mr Chairman am I expected to do that now or are we through now?

MR POTGIETER: No Dr Ramashala has said that she leaves that option to you.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson may I - I don't think you are going to get this opportunity ever again because you are not going to find
this group of people assembled in this way, and so if you choose to deal with it in any other way you are going to have to go door to
door or you are going to have to call a meeting of not just the people from the Ciskei but specifically the survivors of the massacre. So
if you don't do it today I think Brigadier you will be losing a wonderful opportunity towards reaching out to your people.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Mr Chairman I thank you very much for this opportunity ...(intervention)

MR POTGIETER: Order please, silence, silence, thank you.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I would like to clear this that this consultation which we did with my legal advisor was not purely on documents
and press cuttings only otherwise we would have had a big, big thing here. We also desisted from choosing material that would throw
blame at anybody. We tried not to. I also didn't want to justify myself in anything that I did, because I know that it is not necessary. The
thing has happened. Perceptions are around people and I am a skunk.

And I would like the people here, I have never seen them, I don't know them, even when they were marching there I didn't know who
was marching there, I only saw pictures you know, and I am sure many of them also never saw me, except only on TV and things like
that. I am aware of that. Some of them may believe that I am a terrible person. Perhaps I have done terrible things to them, or which



affected them. Perhaps they did it in sympathy of their organisations. But I must say that I am very, very humbled to get an opportunity
to see some of them, not that I am happy with what has happened to them, but I would very much like them to put it in their hearts, I
know it is difficult, they may forgive but they say, in many cases, one cannot forget because every time you see that little boy you
remember that he has no father and you will remember Gqozo. I want them to know that I regret that it ever happened and if anything
can be done to replace their loss then I pray God a plan be found to do it. And I would like to look at them and say please forgive me. I
know that I don't deserve your forgiveness under the circumstances. I am viewed widely as a person who made your woes to happen.
And I want to tell you from my heart that I never willed and I never wanted your people to be killed.

I will not be surprised if you take time to do it. I will not be surprised if you reject my offer offhand. You have lost loved ones, you have
lost your sons, I know, but I would like you to consider that whatever was the plan I tried by all means, in my small capacity, to say
please let's follow it this way, please let's not follow it this way. It went beyond my power. It went beyond my control. And again I would
like to say to you, I am not justifying myself, you believe that I cannot change you not to believe it, God will change your heart when
the time comes. I am not here making myself a holier than thou something. I believe in God and I believe that he can heal us. Your
problem is not depending on me to heal it, it depends on how hard you work towards that, so that you remove it as a stumbling block
towards receiving more blessings from God, and only in that way I will ask you for forgiveness and release your powers to heal on you
through forgiving me. I thank. I thank you very much.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson my last appeal, and this is on behalf of some of the victims and survivors who were here yesterday
and those who are here today that I managed to talk to, in their very generous spirit they acknowledged that perhaps you are a victim
just as much as we all were victims, in their generous spirit they are in the forgiving mode, however, they believe very strongly that you
need to say what contribution the South African Government played in events that led up to the massacre, because we know your
financing came from the South African Government? In fact many questions were asked of Mr Pik Botha, who by the way, suggested
that you were an embarrassment to the South African Government, but your people are not concerned about that, they want you to
come clean and tell them who was the force behind you?

MR POTGIETER: Thank you, order please, order.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson I will leave that question to Brigadier Gqozo and perhaps legal counsel. Thank you very much.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Order please, order. Thank you very much. Brigadier you want to say something before I ask for the
next questioner to proceed?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes. I have said it in my submission that I owed no allegiance to the Pretoria Government. On the contrary I
had a lot of fights with them, and they definitely did not like me. They would never have supported me on anything. I am saying it here
for the record and it can be checked and double checked and I would never have done anything which they said I should do because
personally I have never condoned apartheid, and I have never acted against my Black brothers for their sake. I have a history that
should be known about it. Even from school there are incidents that show it. Even from early positions where I worked there are
positions that show it. So I want to reject any implication that I may have been a puppet of White used against Black. I am saying it
with no fear of contradiction. I don't know Pik Botha's help and instruction on anything, I actually was at his throat every time we met
and talked, and they eventually sabotaged me quite a lot to make sure that no development projects that I initiated or wanted support
from in terms of bilateral agreements were brought to fruition, thus effectively undermining me and my authority and even frustrating
my efforts.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much Brigadier.

REV FINCA: My questions are on page 1 of the testimony and on page 6, and I am grateful to Brigadier Gqozo that in his main
submission he correctly identifies the political context within which the massacre happened as a context that we should also look into
in this inquiry, and I want to agree that that is very correct.

Before I raise the question Chairperson I just want to note that we have perhaps experienced a moment which has touched us. I note
that that moment has not come out of the submission made by Brigadier Gqozo, it came out of the question period, but I want to
underline that the integrity of that moment, the integrity of the confession, the integrity of the apology will really be tested on how far
Brigadier Gqozo is prepared to tell us the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Without that I think the apology, the
confession, the tears will be hollow, and I am raising two questions in that context. On page 1 of the submission Brigadier Gqozo on
the last paragraph, third line refers to the philosophy behind the TBVC states.

"These states were to all intents and purposes autonomous little countries where Black man was to rule
Black man".

a question that has continued to puzzle us, as we struggle with the inquiry of this massacre Brigadier, is that your government had
such a preponderance of seconded officers of questionable repute, of questionable backgrounds. As Commissioner of your police you



had a former founder of Vlakplaas General Viktor. As head of your Military Intelligence you had a person who is said to have a CCB
background, your Chris Nel. As Chief of your Ciskei Defence Force you had an Ulshig(?) former of the Military Intelligence. You had a
Basie Oosthuizen, Anton Nieuwoudt. The list is endless. My question is, perhaps if you could comment on how you managed to get
into your military structures people of such background? Were they carefully chosen by you? What was the reason behind it?
Shouldn't we link the massacre that happened to the calibre of people that you have put around you? What happened to the Ciskeians
whom you so dearly loved, why were they not occupying these positions?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you Mr Chair. Mr Chairman I will try to answer them as we go. The procedure in terms of bilateral
agreements which were signed prior to my taking over, which I could not get out of, which I tried to, but they were cast in stone, was
that there was a body that was called the Combined Management Board. A meeting which took place monthly between the South
African Defence Force top officials and the Ciskei Defence Force top officials which would have - their aim was to discuss matters of
common interest viz a viz training courses, financial problems, military threats and so on and to exchange intelligence. Now any
request for any training or for any in-service training or any secondment should be lodged through that body. There was also later a
military attache office. That attache would be called in, a problem would be discussed and he would take it further to his government,
and also these would be discussed in the CMB meetings. That's where Pretoria would then suggest so-called highly qualified people
who had a measure of having worked in circumstances almost akin to the ones in Ciskei, viz a viz they worked once in a Black military
base or whatever, or they have been deployed in other areas of South Africa, in the Homelands and so on, so that's where actually the
supply of professional personnel or expert personnel came from.

We had a veto power, we could say we don't like this one, we don't like that one, based on limited information that we could have of
those people. What was appearing on their CV's could put us at a very bad advantage if we want to argue against any one of them
because of our personal knowledge or whatever we knew about him, but in many cases you only knew that this person has got an
agenda different from what he has been sent here for after he has made a lot of blunders. And I must say that any time as soon as I
realised that there was such a need to distrust a person I sent him back immediately.

And the fact that these people had taken over positions that could have been done by Ciskeians was merely because the military is a
highly specialised area. To become a colonel you've got to go through the mill in many cases. No crash courses can actually enable
you to perform the duties and responsibilities and have the background to be able to run a battalion or whatever in the manner that
would you know fruitfully improve or develop your department. So that was - although we wanted to be self-sufficient that was
overridden by the fact that we needed to have somebody who could control the troops at that level, who could be respected because
of what he knows and who could impart the knowledge that was necessary for troops to reach that standard and we didn't have. Due
to the history of the Ciskei Defence Force senior officers were never trained until 1988 when I was a military attache there and I
started making inroads into getting senior officers to be trained as staff officers at the army officer schools and battle schools. But in
the past that was taboo to Blacks, and there was no attempts to do that. People were just promoted up to general without having that
training and they made no impact into improving the standard of the army. So by the time we took over the ideal situation could have
been to have officers, also men, certain departments, perhaps overseer directors generals, but we had standards of education and of
self-development in terms of military courses so low that that didn't happen, hence we had civilian ministers in them most.

REV FINCA: Chairperson I will not pursue that question. I will just comment to what Brigadier Gqozo has said that Mr Ngcobo
appeared before the Commission here yesterday and gave us an impression, very strong, that those who within the Ciskei who
qualified for these positions were sidelined and people with these backgrounds were brought in. Viktor who was on retirement, founder
of Vlakplaas, specially called in to head the Ciskei Police, knowing the background of the person that in fact he was the founder of
Vlakplaas.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: I must say Vlakplaas at that stage had not had the stigma that it had now. To us it was just another base. It was
long before it was really put in its proper perspective that people realised it, and I called him in and he told me that he was in no way
involved in any of those bad things.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson. My second question is of course on your comment on Colonel Chris Nel who is going to come
before the Commission this afternoon. There is a ...(tape ends) ....which are called International Researchers, which was later called
the Ciskei Intelligence Service, we have information that Anton Nieuwoudt, who was the chief of this organisation actually confirmed in
the Supreme Court in a case between himself and the RSA government, that this International Researchers was in fact an SADF
undercover operation with an aim to use Ciskei as a base to attack Transkei and the ANC. What you are saying in your page 6 is that
in fact this Colonel Chris Nel supplied you with information which you now doubt is confirmed in this allegation by Anton Nieuwoudt.
Could we have your comment on that scenario? And also if you can tell us how many people got killed with the information that was
supplied to you by these gentlemen with this kind of background?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman I must say that I was also warned many times, of course I knew that
Pretoria had various agencies planted all over the Ciskei administration and even in parastatals, some were even having a front
offices in places. It's unfortunate that you never find that information when actually it is gnawing and undermining your administration
until late when you start hearing these things. For instance Nieuwoudt I knew him personally as one of my captains at 21 battalion
when I was still a corporal or a sergeant. He was a very good instructor. So I liked him and when I wanted a serious-minded, highly



trained intelligence officer I called for him. I knew where he was because I was a military attache in Pretoria and I'd met him in places,
and I was shocked when I heard this, after they had resigned, after they actually they had to disband, I was shocked, but that was
confirmed through various other things, and through various other things which in retrospect we looked at.

But I must say also, answering both your questions on this one, when they were working with me they were very loyal to the extent
that while we were on a job they gave me all the assurance, and I got the impression that they were doing what I wanted them to do.
When Chris Nel, after I resigned in 1994, when he made various disclosures that he was actually responsible for toppling me through
feeding me, you know, various untruths and propaganda to infuriate me or to make me leave other people and so on, I was shocked
but I was not surprised because I expected that, in many cases intelligence officers are called, in Afrikaans they are called "hore?",
they work for this and they work for that for money. So what I want to say here is that even if they worked against me they never
showed in my presence, and all the time that I was working with them they gave me all the necessary respect and cooperation, but I
know of the potential of damage that many, many planted agents of Pretoria did to me. They undermined my relationship with certain
people for fear that should I have connections with these people their agendas would either be exposed or we would be a strong foe
against them, but even in that scenario they knew that I had an original mind, I wanted things originally and from the heart. I believe
that what my spirit tells me in terms of way forward, I must follow it. So in many cases they had trouble with dissuading me from doing
what I wanted to do. I would agree that there is many things that I didn't know that were being fed through my system for the ends of
the South African Government, and to destroy whatever initiative that would have perhaps impacted positively on the Ciskeian people,
and the development of political development of South Africa.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. We want to wrap up in the next minute or so. Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Gqozo can you please be more specific about the Ciskei Military Intelligence, when was it
formed? How was it formed? Who was involved in its formation? What was the role of the Military Intelligence of South Africa? And I
would like to know specifically what strategies and tactics were adopted in relation to political organisations and in particular the
African National Congress which in your testimony you've made it very clear that you were not getting on well with them? Thank you.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you. Mr Chairman the Military Intelligence is usually formed immediately after the whole defence force is
being formed, it's part of the factions or the departments within the thing. So the Military Intelligence was formed ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Perhaps Mr Gqozo if I can interrupt you a little, in the interests of time can I ask you to be very brief and straightforward
the way you answer questions, and please leave out all peripheral issues which have nothing to do with the questions I have raised.
Thank you.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: The Intelligence was part of a structure of a defence force whose task was to collect information and
intelligence. There was two types of information,

information relating to friendly forces and information relating to hostile forces of the government and of the military ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Who was classified as hostile forces?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Any organisation which opposed the government at any point in time would be classified hostile forces,
traditionally ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: At that particular point in time which organisation was opposing your government?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: When I took over? When I took over we didn't regard, because I was happy that President Mandela was
released, I was happy that the ANC and all the other liberation movements were operating, they were not enemies. Our enemy both
for all of us was crime and elements which hijacked the liberation struggle to actually perpetrate crimes. So I wouldn't say they were
enemies but traditionally, within a government context any organisation which seeks to overthrow that government by subversion, by
propaganda or by disinformation will be regarded as information worth targeting to bring to the attention of the government and to see
what areas the government can improve to ensure that there is harmony in that area.

MR SANDI: Mr Gqozo, Mr Chairperson maybe you will bear with me just for a minute, I am talking specifically about the time when
somehow and for some reason or another there were problems between the ANC and your government ...(intervention)

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi is still continuing with questions, will you please just bear with us and sit down.

MR SANDI: Mr Gqozo the questions I intend to put to you revolve around the existence of the Military Intelligence in the Ciskei. I am
talking about the time when there were problems between the ANC and your government, I will not go into those problems and say
what they were, but what tactics and strategies were adopted by your military intelligence advisors as to how those organisations
should be dealt with?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: The recommendations would usually entail that certain things which were regarded as root causes of those



differences should be addressed, viz a viz certain people must be approached or the government must call a meeting or whatever.
There was never any recommendation that people must - people could be also encouraged to discuss it with the security branch of the
police so that those people if any criminality was suspected so that that information would help the police in making further
investigations and perhaps to arrest people if they were planning things that would end up being a threat to life and property.

Basically what the Intelligence does, it collects the information, analyses it, gives it to the government, it is not necessarily information
on crime. Intelligence gives information which will give the authorities a better insight into what either certain policies of the
government are having as an impact, negative or positive on the society or on certain quarters and to improve it if need be, or to be
guarded if need be.

MR SANDI: Mr Gqozo thank you very much so far. I think I will hand you over to the Chair. Am I correct to think that you have no
intention of answering these questions?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Sir I am honestly trying to answer exactly what I feel is within the perimeters of your question.

MR SANDI: Would you avail yourself if at a later stage you were to be approached by this Commission and have specific questions
put to you, would you be available and prepared to answer those questions?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Yes I will be ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: I take it that you say my impression that you do not intend to answer my questions isn't correct?

BRIGADIER GQOZO: No it is not.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Gqozo. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Advocate Sandi. Brigadier there are many, many questions that arise from your testimony and from your
submission and as I have indicated earlier, and I think Advocate Sandi has referred to it now as well, this is obviously a process and
that there will more than likely be many more issues that we would like to raise with you, but practically it's impossible to do it all at a
sitting like this. There are a lot more other witnesses that must still be heard today.

This is the last day of this section on Bisho, so as much as we would have liked to debate some more issues with you we can't,
practically can't do that, but I want to take the opportunity now to thank you for having come. Thank you for making yourself available,
making the submission to us and testifying and bringing your perspective about this incident before us. We thank you very much for
that. But as I say at this stage we will have to stop and excuse you until we perhaps make another arrangement to deal with whatever
still remains to be dealt with. But thank you very much. I will excuse you at this stage. I am going to ask the people just to remain
seated, I am not adjourning yet. I am not adjourning. I am excusing Brigadier Gqozo

and Advocate Collett, you may be excused.

BRIGADIER GQOZO: Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Pleasure. Thank you, thank you very much. We will adjourn until 2 o'clock.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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MR POTGIETER: We will proceed to Doris Hlekani, and I will ask Ntsiki Sandi to assist her.

DORIS NOMALISA HLEKANI:

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Nomalisa Hlekani do you reside at Tyutyu Village at Bisho?

MS HLEKANI: No not Bisho, but ...(indistinct) King Williamstown.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said you were there when the people were shot at Bisho and today you are going to tell us about
what you saw and what happened to you. I will hand over to you so that you tell the Commission about what happened to you.

MS HLEKANI: Yes I am one of the victims who were there. At the time I was 21 years old. I was doing standard 10. We left Victoria
grounds for Bisho. Not far from Bisho just from the tar road to the gravel road I noticed that there was noise by I didn't know what was
happening. I continued. There was an announcement that we should lie down because there was a shooting. I couldn't believe at the
time but I could hear that something was happening.

MR SANDI: You said you were shot at while you were moving from the tar road to the gravel road that was going to the stadium?

MS HLEKANI: Yes I was walking on that gravel road, I was far away from the stadium, because my intention was to go to the gates of
the stadium.

MR SANDI: While you were shot at were there any other people who were shot before you?

MS HLEKANI: No I couldn't see anybody. I only saw myself while I was shot at.

MR SANDI: You said you fell, and what happened thereafter?
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MS HLEKANI: I couldn't move, I struggled. Two gentlemen came and took me to the ambulance. I was taken to the Grey Hospital.
When I arrived there it was already full and we lay down. The ambulances from Frere Hospital came, I was taken to Frere Hospital
again.

MR SANDI: Are there any injuries that you sustained, maybe in one of your body parts?

MS HLEKANI: Yes there is a lot. The bullet penetrated my back. I have a problem in my spinal cord. My right leg is paralysed. I have
got a kidney problem where I have an artificial valve in my kidney. I will never survive without that artificial stand.

MR SANDI: I notice that you are using crutches, are those the results of the injuries?

MS HLEKANI: Yes. I have got only one leg now because the right one is not working.

MR SANDI: At the time you were shot at what standard were you doing at school?

MS HLEKANI: I was doing standard 10.

MR SANDI: Is there any problem that you encountered at school at the time?



MS HLEKANI: Yes. I couldn't sit for the exams in 1992 because I was kept in hospital until February 1993. I couldn't stand up, I was in
bed for the whole year. In 1994 I went back to start with my standard 10. In May I had this kidney problem, I had to undergo another
operation, that was a drawback in my life. When I came back in August I asked the principal for permission to write my exams. I tried
but I didn't succeed. I tried in 1995 the supplementary exams. What I think about this, my classmates used to come and tell me I am
somewhere else, I am at the college, and if I was
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ready I was preparing for my exams at the time, I just become confused when I get such news from my friends.

MR SANDI: You said sometimes while reading a book you just think about this particular day and it disturbs you.

MS HLEKANI: Yes I just become confused and have all the visions of that particular day, and then after that I cannot go on.

MR SANDI: Is there any other manner that you were affected in your health?

MS HLEKANI: Yes. I cannot walk a long distance. Even if I am walking I must know that I am walking on a flat slope because I am
suffering from a backache.

MR SANDI: Before you were shot at Bisho and sustained the injuries that you have told us about, what were your aims in life in your
career, what were your aims academically?

MS HLEKANI: Because I am highly dependent on my father I told myself that when I pass standard 10 I am going to pursue nursing
studies so that I will be able to get some allowance, and when I qualify I will try and further my studies at university level.

MR SANDI: In your condition now can you be able to pursue your studies?

MS HLEKANI: No I don't think so but I try because my parents advised me to go to the institution called Academy of Learning to do
some computer studies so that if I happen to get a diploma I will be able to go back and finish my standard 10. Right now I am at the
Academy of Learning.

MR SANDI: Did you ever consult the legal representatives that were helping the people?

MS HLEKANI: Yes I was. I went to Smith and Tabatha and van Heerden.
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MR SANDI: What was the outcome?

MS HLEKANI: Everything was well in September on the 19th if I am not mistaken I received a cheque, the amount that I claimed, but
they said the cheque delayed because I was supposed to get that claim December this year. But as attorneys they made another
application so that I can get the interest of that amount.

MR SANDI: You got a certain amount of money that I wouldn't ask you to tell us about?

MS HLEKANI: Yes. I got the money that I claimed.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us?

MS HLEKANI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

--------------------
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MR POTGIETER: We welcome the victims and next of kin of those who lost their lives in the incident that we are
looking at. Today is the second and the last day of the resumed hearing on the Bisho massacre that happened on the 7th
of September 1992. I would also say a warm word of welcome to the dignitaries and other leadership figures who are
with us this morning. It's important in order to assist this process and to help with the reckoning of the past that this
process is engaged with to have our leaders supporting, physically and otherwise the process. Thank you for coming.

I just need to make one or two preliminary remarks before we start listening to the testimonies. Again just to place on
record that this panel hearing the evidence will not be making any findings today. We won't be making a final decision
on any of the many issues which have arisen in this particular matter relating to this particular incident. Findings will be
made in due course once all of the investigations are done and all of the relevant material has been collected and that
will be done by the Commission itself. That's the first point.

Secondly, I need hardly make this point, but for the record I do, and that is to remind people that although we are not in
a court of law we do require a measure of
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discipline at the proceedings and that the decorum be maintained throughout the proceedings although sometimes

there are issues which arise that we don't always agree with, or we find hard to hear, but it is the very nature of this
process that we are called upon to listen to all the perspectives and all the sides, popular or unpopular or otherwise in
order to come to an objective decision.

Finally in this regard just to place on record that it is an offence, like it is in a court of law to wilfully mislead the
Commission. A person who does that is liable to prosecution.

Just briefly again to introduce the panel which hasn't really changed much since yesterday. On the far right, on my far
right is Advocate Ntsiki Sandi, who is a member of our Human Rights Violations Committee. He is from this region. He
is based at our office in East London. Next to him is Ms Tiny Maya, member at the same committee also based in East
London and in this region, Eastern Cape region. Next to me is June Crichton who is also a member of the same Human
Rights Violations Committee, she works in the region but she is based in Port Elizabeth. Next to me on my left is the
coordinator of our region in the Eastern Cape and of our office in East London, the Reverend Bongani Finca who is a
Commissioner. Next to him, from the Western Cape, based at our Cape Town office, is Dr Mapule Ramashala. She is a
Commissioner and a member of our Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee. Next to her from Gauteng, based in our
Johannesburg office is Ms Hlengiwe Mkhize. She is the Chairperson of the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee.



Next to her is Reverend Mcebisi Xundu who is a member of the same committee, Reparation and Rehabilitation, EAST
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and he is based in our offices in Port Elizabeth.

I am going to ask Ms Maya to read the list of witnesses that will be heard today.

MS MAYA READS THE NAMES OF THE WITNESSES APPEARING

MR POTGIETER: Just to announce the rest of the programme. After the tea adjournment we would be getting a
submission from Brigadier O J Gqozo who was the Chairman of the Ciskei Council of State at the time in September of
1992 when the massacre happened. That should take us up to the luncheon adjournment and after that we will receive
submissions from Dr Antonie Gildenhuys who was at the time Chairman of the Peace Accord Secretariat, as well as
testimony from Colonel Chris Nel who was then the head of the Ciskei Military Intelligence. So we will receive those
submissions in addition to the testimony of the persons who have been named in the list read by Ms Maya. As you can
well understand it is a busy programme and I am going to proceed immediately to start taking the first of the testimonies
and I am going to ask Reverend Xundu to call up the first witnesses and let them take the oath.

REVEREND XUNDU: Mr Chairman I call upon Kevilin Nokhumzi Khundulu, Mr Lawrence Mangona and Dilala
Mtshamba.

KEVILIN NOKHUMZI KHUNDULU: (sworn states)

LORANCE MANGONA: (sworn states)

DILALA MTSHAMBA: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Advocate Sandi will facilitate the testimony of Mrs Khundulu. The testimony of the Mangona family
will be facilitated by Ms Tiny Maya, and the testimony of Mrs Mtshamba will be facilitated by Ms Crichton.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Khundulu you have made an application to appear before the Truth
Commission to EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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tell us about what happened to your son when the people were shot at Bisho on the 7th of September 1992, is that so?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes that is correct.

MR SANDI: What is the name of your son?

MS KHUNDULU: Sipho...

MR SANDI: On that particular day of the march to Bisho your son also participated?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes he also went to the march.

MR SANDI: Can you Mrs Khundulu can you please tell us how did you get the news that your son was shot? Who told
you the news?

MS KHUNDULU: On a Monday in 1992 in September I was at work. When I came back from work my brother Peter
was with me and I arrived at my house. They left to my father-in-law's place. They came back to me and when they told
me this I became unconscious.



MR SANDI: You said your son is one of those people who died during the shooting at Bisho?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes. They told me that he died on the spot.

MR SANDI: Where was his funeral?

MS KHUNDULU: It was in Ginsberg.

MR SANDI: Wasn't he buried in the mass funeral with the other ANC members?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes he was with the others in Ginsberg.

MR SANDI: Mrs Khundulu can you please tell us how did this whole incident affect you?

MS KHUNDULU: After that I was not well in health. I was visiting a clinic regularly because I was suffering from high
blood pressure. What was more painful about this, this son of mine had a matric and he was ready to apply to further his
education. On that particular year he wanted to EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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go to the Initiation School. We made all those arrangements so that he can go to the Initiation School in November on

that same year.

MR SANDI: Was everything arranged for that initiation?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes, everything was there, even the blankets that were to be used.

MR SANDI: Ms Khundulu you said among your children, among your five children, he was the first born?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes he was my first born.

MR SANDI: Did you ever go to the legal representatives to seek for help or advice as to what to do about this incident?

MS KHUNDULU: No we didn't go to the attorneys.

MR SANDI: You didn't hear about the other people who were also affected by this shooting that those people went to
the attorneys Smith and Tabatha's in King Williamstown?

MS KHUNDULU: No, I didn't hear anything about that because I was told that everything is in the hands of the ANC
organisation.

MR SANDI: When you heard that the people were consulting legal representatives did you go there?

MS KHUNDULU: No.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us Mrs Khundulu, or perhaps there is something else that you would
like to tell us about your wishes?

MS KHUNDULU: What I would like to say is that I request that my children should be assisted financially in
education.

MR SANDI: Are all these children still at school?

MS KHUNDULU: Three of them are still at school and one of them is attending a pre-school.
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MR SANDI: What standards are they doing?

MS KHUNDULU: The old one is doing standard 8 and another

one is doing standard 5 and other one standard 3.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us Mrs Khundulu?

MS KHUNDULU: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Khundulu. I am going to hand over to the Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Advocate Sandi. Mrs Khundulu I thank you in anticipation. I will first proceed to the
testimony of the rest of the people and then I will come back to the panel to hear what questions they have got.

------------------
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MR POTGIETER: We will now proceed to Mr Mangona and when he is finished Miss Mangona if she wishes to add
anything can then add to his testimony. It's over then to Ms Maya.

LORANCE MANGONA:

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Mangona and Nonexto(?) I just want to make sure so that it is clear that you
are together and who exactly is going to give evidence, have you clarified that?

MR MANGONA: Yes we have.

MS MAYA: Who is it that is going to give evidence instead of Mrs Mangona?

MR MANGONA: I am going to give evidence.

MS MAYA: Is your name Lorance Mangona?

MR MANGONA: Yes it is.

MS MAYA: Are you going to talk about your son Mbulelo who was shot and killed in the Bisho massacre, is that so?

MR MANGONA: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: How old was Mbulelo at the time?

MR MANGONA: When Mbulelo died he was about 21 years of age.

MS MAYA: What was he doing, was he still a student or was he working at the time?

MR MANGONA: The previous year he had been working and then in 1992 he wanted to carry on with his education.
He was at Mxenge when he was shot.

MS MAYA: Is it true that no other member of the family was with him at the stadium on the march, you just got a
report that he had been shot, is that so?

MR MANGONA: Yes it is so.

MS MAYA: Who told you that he had been shot?

MR MANGONA: We struggled because he stayed with me and
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when we parted in the morning before the march and before I went to work he had said to me that dad there are a lot of
people that are going to be, people that are going to die, therefore I am a bit worried because I don't think I will go to the
march. That is how we parted. We bade each other goodbye. He said he would just study.

I went to work, when I came back in the afternoon I was a bit restless and worried so I went home to find out whether he
had gone to the march or not and he wasn't there but his books were on the table. I think he'd been studying.

After that I was not really concerned about his whereabouts because he'd said he's not going. I looked around from his



friends' places until it was very late. I could not find him. The next morning I got up early, I went to hospitals, I went to
Mdantsane, I did not find him. I did not get any direction even at Cecilia Makiwane. That day I gave up. It was a
Tuesday. When I found my child it was on a Wednesday, that is after we had gone to police to hospitals and not found
him.

What gave us some direction is that the other guys at Mxenge, that were at school with him came to tell us that he had
gone to the march. I had not even listened to the news on the Monday evening because apparently the others had seen
him in the news injured.

MS MAYA: Where did you find him?

MR MANGONA: We found him at the police station in Mdantsane. We had already given up. We thought he might
have died in the bushes next to Bisho.

MS MAYA: After you found him did you get some help from attorneys?
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MR MANGONA: We did not get any help.

MS MAYA: Did you go to ask for help?

MR MANGONA: We took a while going to the attorneys because we thought that his organisation would take care of
everything. When we went to the lawyers it was already late but our case is still with the lawyers.

MS MAYA: Which attorneys?

MR MANGONA: The mother went to Linde & Dorrington, there is Miss Black who is taking care of this case.

MS MAYA: Mrs Mangona told us that her health deteriorated after her son died, can you elaborate on that?

MR MANGONA: Yes it is so, her health did indeed deteriorate. This child was very close to all of us, but especially the
mother. They had a special bond. I think that when he was going to work he was going to help his mother therefore the
mother's health really, really deteriorated. She cannot even work. To this day she requested a disability grant, this has
not been granted to her.

MS MAYA: What is wrong specifically?

MR MANGONA: Her blood pressure is not stable. She can't work well. Her limbs are very weak.

MS MAYA: Does she get any treatment from the doctor?

MR MANGONA: Yes she gets treatment.

MS MAYA: I am sure that you have a request to the Commission today?

MR MANGONA: I think that even though a compensation cannot return our child when we look at the way people gave
up their lives for the freedom of South Africa we thank the Lord that we too contributed to the freedom, the happiness
that we are at in South Africa today. It is an honour to a

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

10 L MANGONA



family that our children were a sacrifice for the freedom of this country. That is my sole request. That because the
mother and the son had a special bond if the mother could perhaps be helped. I think she stipulated in her statement her
requests, especially about the disability grant. It takes too long, it takes years after you have made an application to get
this disability grant, I don't know what's going on. Perhaps she could be helped maybe with her other requests that she
has put on her statement.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir. Nonxede is there something that you would like to say in addition to your father?

MISS MANGONA: No there is nothing more I would like to say.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Mr Chairperson I give over to you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr and Miss Mangona.

------------------
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MR POTGIETER: I am going to hand over to June Crichton to assist Mrs Mtshamba with her testimony.

DILALA MTSHAMBA:

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairman. I greet you today. I noticed that you were not feeling too good just now, are
you all right to continue?



MS MTSHAMBA: Yes I will try.

MS CRICHTON: Your son Mxoleli was a member of the Ciskean Defence Force. I would like you to tell us what
happened to him on the 28th of October 1992.

MS MTSHAMBA: He was on his way to work early in the morning. He got injured in the bus. They were shot at with a
grenade.

MS CRICHTON: Was he the only person fatally wounded on the bus?

MS MTSHAMBA: No, he was with the other soldier whose name was Tavi, and the other one whose leg was
amputated.

MS CRICHTON: Was your son killed immediately, did he die straightaway?

MS MTSHAMBA: He got injured on a Monday, he passed away on a Wednesday evening. I was informed late on a
Monday that the soldier's bus was shot at with a grenade. When I heard that I sent one of my children to go and tell my
sisters that the people in the bus were injured. He came back and I sent him again to one of the relatives to go and tell
her that there was an accident. I couldn't walk at the time because one of my legs were injured. He went there to tell my
relatives. It was painful for me because if I could walk I would go there to the hospital and look for him.

I also sent the same child to one of his colleagues at work to get more information. He came back and said all the EAST
LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

12 D MTSHAMBA

people who were in the bus didn't turn to work.

Early on a Tuesday morning I woke up, I took my things, I took my crutches, I went to one of his colleagues. I knocked
there at his house. I asked him to phone me and tell me where he was. I went back home. When I arrived home one of
my sisters who was working at Bisho came and told me that she was not going to work that day, she was going to Bisho
Hospital because some of the survivors were at Bisho Hospital and some of them were at Cecilia Makiwane Hospital.

At about eight I received a telephone call saying that my son is at Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. One of my sisters came
she said he was - he didn't look like a person who was breathing, he was at the ICU. He was not breathing. He was badly
injured. They organised a car for me.

MS CRICHTON: When you are ready Mrs Mtshamba I would like to ask you about whether there was a court case of
any sort, and if there was whether you received any kind of compensation? Are you ready to answer that question, did
you hear it? The question was whether there was a court case.

MS MTSHAMBA: I am not sure whether there was any case. I got his pension fund, about R3 000. From Old Mutual I
got R10 000.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Mtshamba the death of your son affected you and we can see that, but please tell us what
problems you have experienced as a result of his death.

MS MTSHAMBA: The doctors said I am suffering from heart attack. I have got problem with my memory. What I am
asking from the Commission is that since this was very painful when I saw my child at the hospital he didn't have
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hands, his head was severely injured. At least if I can see a person who is responsible for this and talk about
reconciliation I feel that I don't have peace in my heart because I don't know the person who killed my son.



MS CRICHTON: Did your son...(microphone not switched on)

MS MTSHAMBA: He didn't have children.

MS CRICHTON: ...(indistinct)

MS MTSHAMBA: Yes he was supporting me. Though we are staying in Dimbaza at the moment he was supporting me
and we do not have a house, we are staying in a shack and he also made a request for a house and then he was promised
a site in Dimbaza. We said he can stay in Dimbaza where we can start looking for a house. One of my daughters used to
stay with him.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything else that you want to tell the Commission other than what you have said so far?

MS MTSHAMBA: No.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. I will hand you back to the Chairperson then.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mrs Mtshamba. Thank you June.

Can I just take the opportunity to thank all of you for having come and shared your stories and your feelings with us,
you have all lost loved ones and it's quite clear that the wounds are still very fresh.

The testimony that you have given also reminded us of the fact that although the focus is on what happened on the 7th
of September in the tragic events of that day and the many, many people that were injured and killed there was also
events that followed. We are reminded of the fact that violence leads to violence and leads to violence and it's a vicious
circle.
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We have noted Mr Mangona what you have said. It is precisely, in order to recognise those people who have paid so
dearly for what we have and what we enjoy today that we have got this process. A lot of what we are doing is in
recognition of that fact.

We have listened to the appeals that you have made to us. That has been noted. It will receive the necessary attention
from the Commission, but thank you once again for having come and shared your stories with us. I wish you well.

--------------------
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REVEREND FINCA OPENS WITH PRAYER

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Reverend Finca. Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen. A warm word of welcome to you
at this the resumed hearing into the event that has become known as the Bisho Massacre. We have previously listened to
a part of the testimony and submissions in regard to this incident in Bisho between the 9th and the 11th of September. It
was not possible at that stage to hear all of the testimony and to take all of the submissions and in view of certain
submissions made at that stage it has become necessary to listen to further submissions in response, and for that purpose
we will be having the resumed hearing today, the 18th of November and tomorrow the 19th of November, into the
massacre.

Before we start may I bring to your attention just one or two household rules if I may. Perhaps it's important to explain
that at this hearing no findings will be made in regard to any of the issues that are placed before the Commission. This
panel simply receives the testimony and the submissions and findings are made eventually after all the facts are before
the Commission and the Commission is satisfied that there has been a thorough canvassing of all the facts and the
circumstances as well as a full investigation, or as full an investigation as possible into
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the particular matter.

Secondly, just to get it on record, although we are not conducting a court case, and although we are not sitting as a court
of law there is a need to maintain decorum, there is a need to maintain a level of discipline at these proceedings and for
that purpose I am reminding you of the need in this regard. Often there are emotional issues that are raised, and often
not everybody agrees with what is being said but it is necessary in order to enable the Commission to hear all the sides
to a particular incident, that everybody be given a full opportunity to present testimony, to make a submission
unhindered, and I'm quite sure I don't need to remind you in this regard.

Finally insofar as the applicable rules are concerned it is necessary for me also to remind witnesses that in the event of a
person wilfully misleading the Commission, or wilfully making false accusations and making false submissions,
wilfully, that amounts to an offence and there is provision for appropriate steps to be taken against a person who does
that. Also just by way of a reminder, I am quite sure that there shouldn't be a difficulty in that regard.

May I also before we start, introduce my colleagues on the panel with me this morning. I will start on my right, my far
right is Advocate Ntsiki Sandi. He is a member of our Human Rights Violations Committee and he's based at our
regional office in East London.

Next to him is Ms Tiny Maya who is also a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee and she's based in our



office here in East London.

Next to me on my right-hand side is Ms June Crichton,
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also a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee. She is working in this region but she is based at our office in
Port Elizabeth.

On my left is, and I've got to be very careful about this, Ms Pumpla Bogodo-Madikizela who is also a member of the
Human Rights Violation Committee and like myself is based in our Cape Town office and works in the Western and
Northern Cape region of the Commission.

Next to her is a well-known face in this part of the world, it's Rev Bongani Finca, who is the convenor of our office in
the Eastern Cape in East London, and he is also a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee, he's a
Commissioner.

Next to him is Dr Mapule Ramashala. She is based in the Western Cape, in our Cape Town office and she is a member
of our Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee. She is a Commissioner.

Then right at the end, on my extreme left, is Ms Hlengiwe Mkhize. She is based at our Johannesburg Office, in the
Gauteng region, and she is the Chairperson of our Reparations and Rehabilitation Committee.

I am Denzil Potgieter. I am based in Cape Town and I am in the Human Rights Violations Committee. Thank you.

As you have heard Reverend Finca reporting that we have a bit of a delay, understandably in view of the weather, and
for that reason we have re-scheduled the items on the agenda and we will proceed immediately to the submissions on
behalf of the National Party which will be presented by Mr Roelf Meyer, Premier Hernus Kriel and Mr Ray Radue. I
invite them to the podium.

MR POTGIETER: Gentlemen good morning and welcome. I
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assume, Mr Meyer, that you will lead the submission. We have followed the practice of not asking people who make
submissions to take an oath, so I won't do that, I will simply hand over to you and ask you to take us through your
submission. Once you have done you can indicate which one of your colleagues or both of them if they want to add to
what you have said. Thank you very much, over to you.

MR MEYER: Thank you Chairperson. Chairperson, members of the Commission first of all I would like to say thank
you very much for the opportunity that the Commission has also created for us to be able to come to East London this
morning and to testify to the Commission and to give evidence regarding the views of the National Party as to what
happened on the 7th of September 1992 at Bisho.

We recognise the fact that Mr Pik Botha was before the Commission previously and no doubt he has given also certain
views that related to the position of the National Party, but he has also given evidence in regard to his portfolio that he
then held responsibility for, namely the then Minister of Foreign Affairs.

In the light of the submissions that were earlier on given to the Commission, and in the light of the fact that it appeared
to us that there might have been some corrections that we would like to put to the Commission we have therefore asked
the Commission, through the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson to be given the opportunity, and we are very glad
that, especially Reverend Finca, has taken care of the arrangements in this regard, and has made it possible for us to be



here this morning. So we would like to express our appreciation to the Commission for the fact that especially at our
request the arrangements were made
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like it is.

I am here in my capacity Chairperson as Secretary General of the National Party and therefore I will start off by
introducing our submission. Premier Kriel, of course, at that particular occasion when this incident occurred, was the
Minister of Law and Order and will be able to give evidence as to his experience of that particular occasion and he was
assisted on that very day by Senator Ray Radue, who was the then member of Parliament for King Williamstown. We
have drafted a submission Chairperson which we have made available to the Commission and also to the Press and in
the submission we have stated our position as it will be clear from the document itself. But in order to save time and as
the document itself is quite clear, will be quite clear for everybody to read we have also drafted an Executive Summary
which I am now going to put for the purposes of my introductory remarks, and then of course Premier Kriel and Senator
Ray Radue will also come in if they would so require and in any event would be available for questions. I am reading
from the Executive Summary therefore Chairperson.

Certain submissions have been placed before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission regarding the tragic shootings
which occurred on the 7th of September 1992 at Bisho in what was then the Ciskei. The National Party wishes to submit
further information regarding that unfortunate incident. This submission is not intended attribute guilt or liability. That
is a matter which has already conclusively been determined by the Goldstone Commission, but to assist the TRC in its
endeavours to promote reconciliation by establishing the truth.
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Circumstances leading up to the shootings indicate that rolling mass action, which when exercised responsibly within
the parameters of agreed mechanisms in itself is a democratic tool to express one's opinion, but was under these
circumstances deliberately organised to put pressure on a negotiating process, even whilst negotiations on the Record of
Understanding which was signed on the 26th of September 1992, a mere three weeks later, was in its conclusive stage of
finalisation. It was this document that put negotiations back on track and that eventually led to the free and democratic
elections of April 1994 and the peaceful reincorporation of the Ciskei. On the other hand a dictator was determined to
fiercely protect his fifedom until the last moment regardless of the consequences. This submission alludes to the dismal
failure of the so-called Leipzig Option advocated by the SACP with the ANC in tow and the grave mistakes made by the
SACP leaders in under-estimating the Gqozo regime's resolve not to abdicate its power because of the mere presence of
the ANC/SACP alliance and its rhetoric.

The submission highlights the political agreement which had been reached by all parties at CODESA 1 and in its work
groups. It focuses on the multi-party agreement which was supported by the then government, the ANC/SACP alliance
and the Gqozo regime had all been party to those agreements which provided for a peaceful and constitutional
reincorporation of the so-called TBVC states into the New South Africa.

It underlines the government's continued commitment to deal with this sensitive matter on an inclusive and agreed basis
replacing unilateral action with consultation with all EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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concerned parties. The submission emphasises the then

government's honouring of its commitments to all inclusive negotiations at all times. It serves to stress the progress
which had been recorded at working group 4, under the auspices of CODESA 1 and to question the ensuing occurrences



against the background of unanimity between all relevant players in this strategy.

It notes that agreement had been reached inter alia between the government, the ANC/SACP alliance and the Ciskeans
on reincorporation of the independent states, the restoration of citizenship, the testing of the will of the Ciskean people
in respect of reincorporation, the necessity of retaining business confidence during reincorporation and most importantly
that the reincorporation process would have to be formally legislated through the relevant legislative bodies.

The agreement reached in Working Group 4, pertaining to reincorporation were eventually all implemented in the
interim constitution. Bloodshed had not been necessary to achieve this goal. The notion of reincorporation of the TBVC
continued to be accepted by all parties, even after the collapse of Codesa II which had not been precipitated by the
issues dealt with by Working Group 4. At no time after the collapse of the negotiating process did the ANC/SACP
alliance distance itself from those agreements, nor did it at any time thereafter deny or break off its recognition of the
Ciskei or its rulers as important players in the negotiating process.

This underlines two important issues. Firstly, that the government of the day had fully cooperated in including all TBVC
states and their constitutional future in the EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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multi-party negotiating process. At no time and nowhere did the then government try to prevent the constitutional
reincorporation of all TBVC states and at no stage did it try to preserve any of the TBVC states' independence
indefinitely.

Secondly, that the ANC/SACP alliance had accepted and actively supported the TBVC states' status right to participate
in a negotiating process. It vociferously advocated and supported the inclusion of those states in the process and actively
cooperated with all of them at the negotiating table.

The government had adopted an even-handed and fair attitude towards all of the TBVC states. It sought to accommodate
all interest groups in the process and often mediated and facilitated talks between differing parties. It sought to create
circumstances within which the constitutional future of the TBVC states could be determined by agreement with all
parties and interested groups concerned.

In trying to achieve this it was often caught between the devil and the deep blue sea. The ANC/SACP effectively, but
irresponsibly exploited the government's dilemma of having to fulfil its duties in respect of impartial and good
governance whilst having to take part in the negotiating process at the same time. It reflects on the ambivalence and
opportunistic attitude of the ANC/SACP alliance in accepting the Ciskei's presence and participation at the negotiating
table, yet trying to hold the government responsible for all the Ciskei's actions, of, at times rejecting independence of the
Ciskei, yet forcefully defending the independence of its allies, the Transkei and EAST LONDON HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Venda. And by blaming the government for not unilaterally

and extra-constitutionally removing Gqozo and revoking the Ciskei's independence whilst insisting on an all-inclusive
negotiating process.

The submission traces all the positive steps taken by the government of the day to avert bloodshed or a crisis. It provides
a reminder of the successful mediation undertaken by the government on a previous occasion when a march to Bisho
had been peaceful. It indicates the number of steps taken on all fronts by the government to ensure the peaceful and free
exercise of political rights in the Ciskei.

The submission includes, Chairperson, details of the weak and deteriorating relationship between the government and
the stubborn Gqozo regime, and how the government sought to use its good offices as a positive influence on the
increasing tensions developing between the Gqozo and ANC/SACP alliance.



The submission traces the contributory causes of the shooting starting with the attempted coup d'etat by Onwod Gozana
and Charles Sebe in late 1990, resulting in a clash between Oupa Gqozo and Chris Hani, leading to the mass action and
the Nehawu strike action against the Gqozo regime in March and April of 1991. The first attempted and failed march of
25 November 1991 to Bisho. The second campaign of mass action designed to facilitate the occupation of Bisho which
was foiled when exposed by the media. The peaceful march to Bisho on 4 August 1992 after the then government had
successfully mediated between the Gqozo regime and the ANC/SACP alliance. Finally the tragic and unnecessary
violent confrontation on 7 September 1992.
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The submission notes the Goldstone Commission's

findings on the strategy namely, that had the Ciskei authorities acceded to the pleas of the South African Government
the SAP and the NPS to allow a peaceful and negotiated mass demonstration to take place, the violence could have been
averted. That the Ciskean defence forces' failure to close the gap in the fence of the Bisho stadium amounted to gross
negligence and unprofessional. Its condemnation of violence or strong-arm tactics to physically occupy a town or public
facility as the ANC had been planning to do, especially when the vast majority of South Africans believed that no effort
shall be spared to move to a democratic government by peaceful means. Its finding that the threats made by some
leaders of the ANC/SACP alliance to embark on mass action with the intention of intimidation and directly causing the
change of existing power is against the letter and spirit of the National Peace Accord. And its recommendation that the
leadership of the alliance should publicly censure Mr Kasrils and other persons who were responsible for the decision to
lead demonstrators through the gap in the fence and thereby knowingly and negligently exposing them to the danger of
death and injury.Chairperson I would like to read, lastly, the concluding paragraph on page 20 of the main submission,
paragraph 5 on page 20.

The epitaph to this sad and avoidably regrettable tragedy will be written by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.The tragedy had been totally unnecessary because it had been avoidable. All relevant parties had been
involved in open negotiations on the constitutional future of South Africa and of the Ciskei. All relevant parties had
committed themselves to a peaceful resolution of conflict
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and a peaceful transition and the government and the ANC were in the conclusive stage of preparing the Record of
Understanding. Those who were killed and injured at Bisho were at the wrong place at the wrong time being led by
irresponsible and reckless leaders against the tyrant and the regime with weapons wrongfully shooting at them, and
although all measures had been taken to try and safeguard a peaceful outcome to the crisis they paid the ultimate price
for reasons we may still not fully comprehend. They should not be forgotten.

The National Party therefore requests that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in its final report on the tragic
shootings at Bisho on 7 September 1992 include a list of the names of all children, women and men who died on that
fateful day under the burning African sun. Let the names and tragedy of that day remind us all, and our children, of the
price they paid for us to enter into the New South Africa.

I thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Mr Meyer. Premier Kriel would you like to add to the submission? Thank
you.

MR KRIEL: Thank you very much Chairperson, Honourable Members of the Commission. I think my contribution will
be more on the efforts made by the then South African government to try and prevent any bloodshed on that day.



Let me first of all say this to you Sir, that it became quite clear from the media, as well as information that came to the
South African Police at the time that the march on that fateful day was going to cause problems and trouble and may
lead to bloodshed. That is why I believe the South African Police, and they have to talk for themselves, but
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that they deployed more people on that day than would normally have been here in Bisho, or on the King Williamstown
side.

We regarded this matter of such importance that on that morning the following politicians from the old regime found
themselves at the South African Embassy at the time ...(tape ends)...

...room were set up to deal with information and if necessary to be used as a place for negotiations. The late Mr Gert
Myburgh who was then my deputy minister of Law and Order, he arrived here. So did Mr Wynand Breytenbach, the
deputy minister of Defence. So did the then member of Parliament who is now Senator Radue, he also arrived there, as
well as myself who was then the Minister of Law and Order.

Now Sir you will recall, and I think that evidence must have been led, that there was an application from the
ANC/SACP to hold this march. It was agreed to by the South African side magistrate. It was eventually also agreed to
by the magistrate of the Ciskei. But in spite of this it did not meet with the approval of Brigadier Gqozo at the time.

However, on that morning, and I was during that morning constantly also in contact, and so was Senator Radue, and
especially, and I want to mention one other name and that is the Ambassador at the time who was Mr Piet Goosen, we
were in constant contact, trying to make contact with Brigadier Gqozo, with the Peace Monitors, and two of them were
present that day if I remember correctly, it was Mr Antonie Geldenhuys and Dion Rudman, and we were trying to sort-
of set up a shuttle diplomacy that day to try and prevent
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problems arising.

Eventually and to our great relief at that stage Brigadier Gqozo told us, or Mr Goosen if I remember correctly, that he
will not act against anybody taking part in that march. You can imagine, Chairperson, our relief, but just to make sure
we decided we wanted to have a look at the march but at the same time also personally make contact with Brigadier
Gqozo.

We therefore got into a helicopter, the people I just mentioned, flew over these thousands of people preparing for the
march. We then flew to where Brigadier Gqozo had his office. We landed. We were escorted into his office where some
of his then people from his military council assisted him. We met, I congratulated him on his wise decision that he will
not prevent the march from taking place. He was very nervous at the time, I must say this to you, that he was worried
that the march could be just a sort-of a facade to get rid of him and his government. In any case we had a discussion
about this. I said to him at the time that if everybody sticks to the rules of the game then nothing will go wrong on that
particular day. I then took my leave and left, again with the helicopter and landed back at the South African Embassy at
the time. I told the other, or we came to the conclusion, both Senator Radue at the time, myself and the late Gert
Myburgh that we have a chance to avert any bloodshed that particular day.

Whilst we were sitting in the Embassy waiting to find out what will happen eventually when the march will take place
we were kept informed that the march started and that everything was going according to plan, that everybody stuck to
the route, and then all of a sudden Sir, the very
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disturbing news, the very upsetting news that shooting had started came to us. One sort of got the feeling that with
everything you have tried you didn't achieve what you set out to do.

Unfortunately that is what happened, shooting did take place. Shortly afterwards when everything calmed down after
this horrible thing has happened, Mr Antonie Geldenhuys and Mr Rudman returned to the Embassy. They gave us a full
account of exactly what happened. I didn't see what happened at the march as such because I was in the Embassy. They
gave us a full account of what happened. Later that afternoon we were also presented with two videos by the South
African Police Services that they took. We had a look at that, and I can only recommend to this Commission that if they
can get hold of that, and that should be available, that that will be a very informative piece of evidence for this
Commission really to see what happened on that particular day.

So you will Chairperson, Honourable Commissioners that we did try to prevent people from being hurt that day and
from being killed. We did not succeed. I will not sit in judgement as to who must take the blame, but it certainly wasn't
through lack of trying of the then South African Government, and what we tried to do that day and before that, through
the Police Services, through politicians, through diplomatic representation to avoid this, certainly we have tried to
prevent that.

Thank you very much.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Premier Kriel. Senator Radue?

SENATOR RADUE: Thank you Chairperson, Members of the Commission. It's a privilege to be here. I am actually in
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my own area and very familiar coming from King Williamstown, having served that community for many, many years
as a member of Parliament and subsequently the Eastern Cape as a Senator.

May I just say that I would like to give perhaps a slightly local perspective of the whole situation. When the mass march
was announced there was a great deal of trepidation in King Williamstown, both among businessmen and among the
local residents. They were aware of the fact that there had been a call for rolling mass action. And they knew from
previous experience that this disrupted their lives immensely. There was also a fear that there could be repercussions if
the march was finally frustrated at the boundary and that frustrated people should return again via King Williamstown.
It was therefore in the interests of the people of King Williamstown and in the interests of the Republic as it then was of
South Africa, to ensure that the march as far as humanly possible would be made to be peaceful.

I had, and there is reference to the question of Codesa, I had had the privilege of being one of the National Party
representatives at Working Group 4 which dealt with the reincorporation of the TBVC states and I can confirm
personally that there had been complete consensus and agreement between the then South African government, the
ANC/SACP alliance and also the Ciskean regime who were represented at those talks, that the process and procedure
for a peaceful transformation of Ciskei and reincorporation would take place, and that was never, ever queried.

Let us move on to the actual events of the day as my two colleagues have indicated. The magistrate at Zwelitsha
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had specifically agreed to the mass march within the borders of the then Ciskei. There were three conditions. The first
was that it was to be peaceful. The second was that it had to follow the route designated by the Ciskean government and
thirdly that the rally had to terminate at 4:30 in the afternoon, 16H30, to allow the people to return home peacefully.



Now Mr Kriel has clearly indicated the background as to what took place. I wish to confirm that I was also part of the
delegation that went to Brigadier Gqozo's office at the time. I was present when Premier Kriel thanked Brigadier Gqozo
for cooperating finally, after a great deal of pressure I may add. Premier Kriel also reminded him at the time that it had
been then President F W de Klerk who had broken the ice by allowing mass marches, particularly the one in Adderley
Street in Cape Town, and that we believed that this was a democratic right which was owned by the people and that in
fact what Gqozo had finally decided was the right thing.

He expressed his concerns at the time that the leaders of the march had indicated that they would not abide by the
decision of the magistrate, but that they would try to Bisho. He was very concerned. He indicated that he had given
orders to protect Bisho.

Now we move on to the situation where, and this appeared later in the video which I trust that members of the
Commission will look at, which I also was privileged to see, that the National Peace Committee at the boundary
repeatedly warned and advised the marchers to be very careful to adhere to the Zwelitsha magistrate's decisions and
conditions of the march to stay within the designated
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area, to proceed to the Bisho stadium peacefully and to disperse peacefully.

Unfortunately that did not take place. After we had returned to the Embassy I wished to confirm with the National Party
Federal Information Service for purposes of a possible media release precisely what had happened in King
Williamstown up to that stage, and I sent personally, through the Embassy's fax, a fax to the NP Federal Information
Service at 13H49, that was immediately prior to the tragic events, a fax which I would like to share with the
Commission and which I will hand in the original, if I may read it Chairperson.

"The National Party views the whole position in the Border Ciskei region in a serious light. We
welcome the presence of a strong contingent of the South African Police, backed up by the
South African Defence Force as a necessary precaution against possible bloodshed and as a
reassuring factor for the South African citizens residing and carrying on business in King
Williamstown. The position is now clear. The march has been sanctioned by both the
magistrate in Zwelitsha, Ciskei, and the magistrate in King Williamstown. The important
conditions are that it must be peaceful and abide by the agreed route, and also that it will
terminate in the independent stadium in Bisho at 16H30. No march will be permissible in
Bisho itself. The South African Government and the Ciskei Military Council have accepted
these terms and the march is proceeding at this time. It appears that there are approximately
18,000
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people taking part. The ANC and its alliance partners have been fully informed of the
conditions. Any breach of these on their part could lead to serious confrontation with the
Ciskean Security Forces. The National Party therefore expresses the hope that all parties will
abide by the conditions laid down by both magistrates, and that the march will proceed
lawfully and peacefully. The NP welcomes the thorough protective measures taken by the SA
Police to ensure the safety of the people of King. It accepts unequivocally that everything
possible has been done in this regard. The National Party rejects criticism that the declaration
of the magisterial areas of King Williamstown and East London was an over-reaction...."

that is a reference to the declarations of emergency for the purposes of the march.



"It is the NP's view that the position is so serious, and the danger of conflict so real that the
additional powers placed at the disposal of the police were in the circumstances absolutely
essential. It is also clear that this is a temporary measure to cover this mass action protest
march only. I personally welcome the presence of Minister of Law and Order Hernus Kriel,
and his deputy minister Gert Myburgh as also Mr Wynand Breytenbach, deputy minister of
Defence, as well as the senior officers of the South African Police and defence force in King
Williamstown. I express my sincere appreciation
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on behalf of the citizens of King Williamstown for the deep concern which their presence
reflects".

That was a fax I sent through, and the proof of the fax is attached to the documentation, if I may hand it in for the
information. Thank you.

To finalise my few remarks, one might ask and as the National Party has already indicated clearly we take no sides in
this matter. It's for the Commission to decide as to exactly what happened. But if one was personally asked, and I refer
only to my own personal view now, what was the cause of the shooting, I would say that the actions of Mr Ronnie
Kasrils amounted to a flagrant and reckless violation of the conditions laid down by the Zwelitsha magistrate. Mr
Kasrils was aware of the high emotions generated by the mass march. He was aware of the strict conditions imposed on
the Ciskean side, especially that a demarcated route into the stadium should be followed, yet he chose wilfully to
disregard the warnings of the National Peace Committee and the magistrate's conditions, and he initiated the breakaway.
I believe, myself personally, that it is his action that led and was the effective cause of the whole tragedy.

I honestly believe that if the marchers had stayed within the precincts of the route and gone into the stadium, held a
demonstration in the light of the Codesa agreement, that no firing would have taken place and the tragedy would not
have occurred.

I thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Senator Radue. I am quite sure that some of my colleagues would want to ask some
questions in clarification of the submissions that were made. Advocate Sandi?
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ADV SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Perhaps the most suitable person to answer the questions I will be asking is Mr
Meyer. Mr Meyer did you say you may have to make a correction to what Mr Pik Botha said to this Commission?

MR MEYER: No, I don't think I said that Honourable Commissioner. I indicated that Mr Pik Botha spoke from what I
read, according to his submission, he spoke mainly regarding or on behalf of the position that he held at that stage as
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and obviously he was called upon by the Commission to come and speak in that capacity,
namely his own dealings with the situation in that capacity since the Ciskei was then regarded as an independent state,
and of course he had to take responsibility of, by the South African Government, in that capacity. So what he actually
presented to you on the previous occasion was his own experiences and memories in that capacity. What became clear
to us after having heard of the submission that he made to the Commission was that there were also other aspects of
what the government at that stage did, as Mr Kriel has particularly referred to, in trying to prevent the tragedy of the 7th
of September. And we thought that it would be appropriate therefore for the National Party to ensure that that particular
experience, that Mr Kriel and Mr Radue could share with the Commission should also be submitted to you, and that we
would like to reflect from an overall perspective, therefore, how the National Party see the events that led up to the
shooting and what actually went wrong at that occasion. So there was no indication from my side that we wanted to



correct what Mr Pik Botha was saying, it was just that we thought that it would have been necessary actually to give
some more
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information from the perspective of the National Party.

ADV SANDI: One of the things Mr Pik Botha told this Commission was that Mr Gqozo was an embarrassment to your
government, was this a general attitude on the part of your Cabinet at the time?

MR MEYER: Let me put it in these terms Commissioner that I think we all had certain experiences in dealing with Mr
Gqozo at that stage. I can reflect on what I was aware of in terms of our attempts to negotiate a peaceful constitutional
outcome where the Ciskean regime, through Mr Gqozo and his delegates participated at Codesa and thereafter also at
the multi-party negotiating process at Kempton Park, and it often occurred to us that we are dealing here with a difficult
person. So whatever the description is that one would use in terms of how we experienced the gentleman, I think we all
came to the same conclusion, and that is we were dealing with a person that could act irresponsibly with power. And in
that regard I think we can share the views that were also submitted by Mr Botha to the Commission.

ADV SANDI: In his testimony Mr Pik Botha says at some stage a thought was given to remove Mr Gqozo from power
in the Ciskei, is this something that was ever discussed at Cabinet level?

MR MEYER: I can't recall that. Mr Kriel might also assist me in this regard, but I can't recall that that was something
that was specifically discussed at Cabinet level. But it would be difficult for me to say off the cuff no to that, but I can't
recall that that was specifically discussed. Because what we attempted to do, from the side of the South African
Government, was actually to get a
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constitutional resolve to the whole conflict as quickly as

possible. I might point out that throughout the period after the normalisation of the political process has started in 1990,
it was our endeavour all the time to, as quickly as possible, find a way forward as far as an all party or a multi party
negotiated settlement is concerned. Therefore throughout 1990 and 1991 we tried to urge all the parties to come to the
table for negotiations as quickly as possible. In that process I would say that the first and real objective of the then South
African Government was actually to find, as quickly as possible, a negotiated settlement, get all the parties there and
that eventually of course happened when we got all the parties together at Codesa 1, and that was the main aim that I
believe the South African Government amongst ourselves shared, but it was certainly also the main aim that was shared
by all the parties as I indicated in the submission, inter alia also by the ANC and its alliance partners.

ADV SANDI: I thank you Mr Meyer. I may have to come back to you. Thank you Chairman.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson. Roelf Meyer, I would like to refer my comments to you. You,
in your submission, you make reference to the fact that all parties were involved in the negotiations and you frame your
debate in a particular way which reflects a specific perspective suggesting that putting the blame of responsibility on the
shoulders of the ANC and suggesting that the ANC should have trusted Gqozo's commitment to the process of
negotiation. I think that perspective ignores an important context which is that within the Ciskei itself there was a lot of
heavy anti ANC culture which was reinforced, seems to have been EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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reinforced by the visible presence of the South African

Defence Force secondments within the management of the Ciskean Government. So I think that is a very important
context to remember even though all these parties were involved in negotiations and the ANC should have,
theoretically, trusted the commitments by that process and by Gqozo especially. But what was happening on the ground,
there were state of emergencies, there was a very anti-ANC culture, so those factors should also be considered, I think.

The second comment I'd like to make is around your submission that the South African Government, the then South
African Government made every effort to ensure a peaceful and free exercise of political rights in the Ciskei. I am
wondering whether the ideas, your ideas to achieve that peaceful and free expression of political rights was then
reinforced or not by bringing on board of people like Major General Victor who used to be the head of the ANC/PAC
desk in the headquarters, security branch headquarters, who was also in charge of Vlakplaas activity according to the
dossier that we have of him, and in fact Dirk Coetzee who is supposed to have reportedly told by the dossier that Dirk
Coetzee reported to Victor, now Victor was the Commissioner of Police at the time in Ciskei and he was seconded by
the South African Government, I am wondering if those strategies, you know bringing somebody with that kind of
background to the Ciskei whether that in fact assists your ideas, would have assisted your ideas of ensuring peaceful and
free expression of political will within the Ciskei? I am just wondering what the relationship between bringing a person
with that kind of background, with the Vlakplaas
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background like Victor to that situation in Ciskei, whether

it helped in fact bring about peaceful change or whether in fact it achieved the opposite. And what the South African
Government's role in bringing that kind of mentality within the governance of Ciskei was. Those are the comments that
I would like to make.

The final comment is about your submission and how in fact it seems that the South African Government at the time
remains blameless, totally blameless, and it's either the Ciskei Defence Force or the Ciskei Police or the ANC. One of
the documents that we have makes reference to the involvement of the South African Embassy in the planning of the
deployment of forces around the march. And generally the involvement of the South African Embassy in appointing
former South African Defence personnel to the Ciskei to manage departments like Finance, the Army, the Police. And I
am really wondering what exactly was the role of the South African Government in maintaining a certain kind of
mindsets within the Ciskean government and in fact in encouraging the anti-ANC thinking, or even in encouraging a
certain kind of management of policing within the Ciskei.

MR MEYER: Thank you Chairperson, thank you Commissioner for the comments. Maybe Mr Kriel would like to
respond to your second comment in regard to the specific gentleman that you have referred to. Can I say....(tape ends) ...
the right to organise the march. I think there's sufficient proof of the fact, through our submission now, but also through
what Mr Pik Botha has early on testified before the Commission, namely that both on the 4th of August and again on the
7th of September the then South African Government, definitely, was not against the taking place of such a march
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and the demonstration, and that it was a sort-of ongoing type of event at that stage. I can recall that between June and
September of 1992 many such demonstrations actually took place right through the country because it was quite clear
that the ANC wanted to make a point very clear to the nation as a whole at that stage, through demonstrations, and in
support of their demands to get negotiations going again. And what we are actually saying is that by the time of this
tragedy on the 7th of September we were in fact very close to come to agreement on the Record of Understanding and
that it was practically not necessary for the ANC actually to proceed with the demonstration at that stage because the
point, so to speak, was already made and that we were on the conclusion, almost, of the Record of Understanding.



So, yes, the ANC had the right, no doubt about that, to organise the march and one might even say that the reason why
they selected Bisho as the venue for that demonstration, one can also, from the perspective, if one has to be objective,
understand. But on the other hand, as Mr Radue has clearly indicated the way in which it was conducted that led to the
shooting was quite clearly going too far and that was the problem that we believe the Goldstone Commission has
already concluded on.

That is why we are saying in our submission it is not for us now, in any event a person like myself was not present, and
one can only judge from the facts that were presented to, for instance, the Goldstone Commission. And we believe, on
the facts that were presented to the Commission, right then, during the month of September 1992, because the Goldstone
Commission report was actually delivered before the end of that month, so the facts were
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very clear in everybody's mind at that stage, and on the basis of those facts the Goldstone Commission came to certain
conclusions and we are saying maybe that would be the best to stick to those findings and take that as the acceptable
factual basis to come to any conclusions.

On the last comment the question of responsibility, it would be difficult for me to actually respond to that, maybe Mr
Pik Botha might have been in a better position to respond on behalf of his department, the then Department of Foreign
Affairs. But I think what became clear from the evidence presented to the Goldstone Commission as well as the
information available to us, that the then mission of the South African Government under Ambassador Goosen, actually
tried to do its level best to find a way forward as far as peaceful handling of the situation was concerned. I have no
evidence available to me that indicates that there was actually any form of cooperation to assist and support the Ciskean
Government in what they have done finally on that particular day in planning for that and whatever, but of course I have
to speak in terms of information available to me and therefore it would be difficult to respond specifically to any other
alleged information.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Before you do, thank you, just two little comments. The first one refers to your
comment that you think Pik Botha might be a better person to respond, I don't agree with that, you are here as the
representative of the National Party and it's very hard to perceive things, events, in the way separating them in terms of
who ran what departments. The National Party were in government and I don't agree that he would be a better person.

Just one last comment about the, the context again, you EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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know that the ANC, not only the ANC, just events we have to see them in a context and in the fact that Goldstone sat
and made their findings does not really mean that everything is conclusive. Other commissions on the third force were
never conclusive and the new findings, in fact the Goldstone didn't tell us who that man who is supposed to have ...
(indistinct) that they were being shot at by the crowds, was, we don't know who it was so there is still room for further
findings. Thank you. Mr Kriel.

MR KRIEL: Chairperson, Commissioner I have been racking my brains to try and give you an answer on the person of
Victor. I cannot remember whether I appointed him or whether he was appointed by my predecessor but I can ascertain
that and send through the information to you because I want, if you need that information, then I believe you should
have it. So I will from my side try and find out precisely what happened.

All I can say is two things. The first one is, to be, or at that stage to have been seconded to the Ciskei to be head of their
police service or their Weermach, those weren't jobs that people were really looking for, if you understand what I mean,
you had to use tough measures to send somebody here to give the necessary leadership because nobody wanted to come
to the Ciskei at that stage.

You also referred to other officials that were seconded by the South African Government, yes that is correct, especially



in the field of finance, because our conclusion that we came to through reports that we received, was that the expertise
was really very much needed to prevent the total collapse of government at that stage, and therefore we had offered help
at the request at the time till the
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negotiating process which was on its way at that stage, but we still had that duty to try and prevent a total collapse of
financial arrangements in the Ciskei.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you. Your indulgence Mr Chair, just one last time. The point I was really
making about Major General Victor is not whether you appointed him or not, but that if the South African Government
were committed to peaceful change in Ciskei why would it bring a person to the Ciskei to head the police division, a
person who has a background like Major General Victor, that's really the point I was making.

MR KRIEL: As I've said to you I don't know Major General Victor. Apparently you've had some information and
evidence before you which I have not the privilege to know about, so I am not qualified to comment on whether Victor
was involved in Vlakplaas or what the situation was in respect of the General.

MR POTGIETER: Premier Kriel just on that point before I go to Reverend Finca, General Victor was appointed as
Commissioner of Ciskean Police in April of 1991, I don't know whether you held the Law and Order portfolio at that
stage?

MR KRIEL: No, no.

MR POTGIETER: And then there is a media report in our possession, it comes from the Weekly Mail for the period
October 30 to November 5 1992 and it refers to the fact that, well the section of the report reads as follows:

"Last month Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel named Victor as one of 100 policemen
currently being investigated for undisclosed crimes. Details of the state of the investigation
have not

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

29 H KRIEL

been forthcoming".

I don't know if that assists you to place this ...(intervention)

MR KRIEL: No, because if I remember correctly we had more than one Victor in the service, and for me just to say that
he was the one would be very - it would be un- I cannot say that to the Commission because I honestly don't know, and I
will be lying to you if I pass any comment on that.

MR POTGIETER: No I understand that.

MR KRIEL: But there were quite a number of Victor's as there were Van der Merwe's etc, you will understand.

MR POTGIETER: We do understand in fact that you have got to respond off the cuff, but you have indicated that
perhaps it is possible for you to ply your mind to it and if needs be perhaps we can be liaising with you in this regard
and perhaps in some other regards as well.

MR KRIEL: You are most welcome.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. Reverend Finca?



REV FINCA: Thank you Chair. Before I ask my question to Mr Meyer I would like just to get clarity on the main
submission, page 20 paragraph 5, the paragraph beginning with the words,

"Those who were killed and injured at Bisho were at the wrong place at the wrong time being
led by irresponsible and reckless leaders against a tyrant and regime...."

etc. I'd like just to get clarity Chairperson from the leader of the NP delegation on whether that is a quotation or whether
this is a statement submitted by the National Party? Because I just want to reconcile that with other statements that they
have made in this submission.
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MR MEYER: It is a statement Reverend, but can I explain because this is actually the conclusion that one has to come
to, and that is that unfortunately those that were shot and that were shot at were there because they were actually led to
be right there where they were shot by the person who we believe, unfortunately led them irresponsibly to be in that
situation. That is the conclusion that we are actually making. It's not their fault. It was not them who wronged, it was not
they who made the mistake. They were there rightfully because they thought they were participating in a demonstration,
but unfortunately they were led too far. And then the reaction also from the other side I also expressed, already was
totally reckless.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chair. Could I find out from Mr Meyer who are these people who the National Party is
referring to as "irresponsible and reckless leaders"? Could we not assume and just get the names of these people?

MR MEYER: Chairperson it is quite obvious that the person who led the demonstrators at that stage, at that very
moment into this opening, through the gap in the fence, was Mr Kasrils, according to the findings of the Goldstone
Commission and other evidence I believe submitted to you already. So it was him in person, but I believe also it was
indicated through other submissions and also in the Goldstone Commission that this was part of the so-called Leipzig
Option, and whoever was responsible to design that for this particular day and for this particular occasion was also
acting recklessly and that would be our submission.

REV FINCA: Is the assumption Mr Meyer that the people who were shot were only that group which was led in a
breakaway by Mr Kasrils? Is it not correct that there were a number
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of other people who were shot who were not in that breakaway group?

MR MEYER: That is probably true Reverend.

REV FINCA: Are they also covered in this paragraph, or is this paragraph referring specifically to the group that was
led away by Mr Kasrils?

MR MEYER: According to the information available Reverend to us, because again I must emphasise that not one of
the three of us were at that very particular situation on that occasion, but according to the information that is available to
us the actual appearance of those that went through the gap led to the starting of the shooting, and it is in that context
that this statement has been made.

REV FINCA: Chairperson thank you. I would like to raise then the question that I had originally prepared before I
looked at the statement, and I would think that perhaps I will raise the question and direct it to the three members
representing the National Party. There is a view, and I think it's a very strong view widely held by a number of people in
this country and even abroad, that the South African government had the power and had the means to prevent the



bloodbath, what they lacked was the will to do so. We have put this question to Mr Pik Botha when he was here and the
answer we received was not satisfactory. I think we would like to re-submit the question to you, that in fact it is not true
to fact that the South African Government could not have done anything about that situation. They had the power, they
had the means, they intervened in Ciskean affairs right to the point of appointing Cabinet ministers when they wanted to
do so, but in this particular case, and the submission is made to us EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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that because lives which were in danger of being lost were Black lives, and Black lives are cheap, the RSA government
did not have the will to act in this particular instance. I would like to put that view to you and hear what your comment
is on it.

MR MEYER: Chairperson thank you very much. I think this is an important issue that is being raised by Reverend
Finca. I would first of all like to state categorically that a perception or a submission that might have been made to the
Commission in that regard, namely that the previous South African government failed in its duty because Black lives
were not dear to them, I reject totally that suggestion, that submission or that perception. That is absolutely incorrect. I
think proof is there as it was submitted here this morning by Premier Kriel and Mr Radue that they were actually sent, a
delegation of the South African Government was specifically sent to Bisho on that very day by the then State President
Mr de Klerk to ensure that the demonstration can be carried out peacefully. It was for that reason that Premier Kriel
went to see Mr Gqozo and ensured that he allows the demonstration to take place in a peaceful way. And with all due
respect as it is being proved by Mr Radue's fax which was sent just before one o'clock that day, it was actually accepted
by all present at that point in time that the demonstration would be carried out peacefully, and that there was actually no
reason, at that very moment, to further intervene or interfere.

The question overall of how we handled the situation as far as the TBVC states are concerned I think is also a relevant
one Commissioner. The point in that regard I would say is by September of '92 we had a total break-up of
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negotiations and by the 7th of September of '92, if one just looks back a little bit at the perspective of how matters
developed, one must recall that by the 16th of May of that year Codesa II collapsed, so multi-party negotiations came to
an end. In spite of that, however, the work of Working Group 4, which is also indicated in the submission, was
confirmed by the parties. In fact I think one can say that Working Group 4's report was the only one that was actually
approved by Codesa II before it collapsed on the work of the other working groups. In other words although the parties
could not reach agreement on the work of the other working groups, including the question of progress with the interim
constitution, at least there was agreement between all the parties on the work of Working Group 4, and that included the
South African Government, the ANC and all relevant parties.

What I am saying by that is that there was confirmation by all parties, including the South African Government, that the
TBVC states must be reincorporated into South Africa and it was a question through which means it should take place,
and the obvious answer to that was to get agreement on an interim constitution, to ensure the reincorporation. Now after
May of '92 for almost a year there were no multi-party negotiations, in other words progress towards the interim
constitution could not take place, but between June and September of '92 the relevant parties, including specifically the
South African Government and the ANC, were on a bilateral basis involved in ironing out the stumbling blocks
impeding the negotiations as it was then perceived. And that was the main, or the crux of the whole objective at that
stage, to get negotiations back on track so that we can EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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make progress towards an interim constitution.

It was therefore, with due respect Chairperson, to my mind not the appropriate moment then to find other ways to deal
with the TBVC states, but to get negotiations back on track with a view to come to an agreement, as quickly as possible,



also on the question of reincorporation of the TBVC states. And that applied to all four of them, Transkei, Venda,
Bophuthatswana and Ciskei and that was the view held by the South African Government. And with all due respect,
although Ciskei might have been a pain in the neck, both to the South African Government and to the ANC there was
not a reason for any deviation from that agreed policy position, that was the agreement between the South African
Government, the ANC and all other relevant parties at that point of time.

REV FINCA: Lastly Chairperson, Mr Meyer you are held in very high respect by a number of South Africans for the
role that you have played in the transition of this country, and there is a sense, if the Chairperson find the comment
unacceptable, there is a sense in which we expect slightly more from you. It's really very sad for me to get a sense that
you are saying there is not an iota of accountability that should be attributed to the South African Government for this
loss of life, when in fact it is common knowledge that very many responsible people in this region in particular, one of
those persons is here in this hall, he has just come in, Bishop David Russel, wrote letters of appeal to you, pleading with
your government not to continue your support for the dictatorship that was continuing in Ciskei pointing out exactly to
what ultimately happened, and how the South African Government decided to nurse an ally in EAST LONDON
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Codesa at the expense of human lives. Is there no sense

altogether in your heart that the South African Government had a level of negligence on this matter, given the benefit of
hindsight?

MR MEYER: I think Chairperson, Reverend, of course the Commission has the obligation, not only to find out about
the truth of any situation of the past, that relates to the conflict of the past, I believe it also has the right to make an
appeal on all of us about the morality of what took place in the past and therefore I accept your question in that spirit. I
fully accept that. And in the same spirit I would say yes the mistake is obvious, the mistake that we have created an
independent state like the Ciskei is the most obvious of those mistakes. And I would not deny responsibility for that as
far as the previous South African Government is concerned. Whatever happened that particular day, and where the
blame was for that particular day is almost different to that question. The real question therefore is how could this have
been avoided, and it could have been avoided by not having had the Ciskei as an independent state at all.

DR RAMASHALA: My question relates to Bisho in specific, but to the gross human rights violations in general which
were supported by the then government of the day, and I'd like to refer you to your last sentence on page 20.

"The National Party therefore requests that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in its
final report on the tragic shootings at Bisho on September 7 1992, include a list of the names of
all children, women and men who died on that fateful day under the burning African sun. Let
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their names and tragedy of the day remind us all and our children of the price they paid for us
to enter into the New South Africa".

I want to say to all three of you this is the first time that the National Party has even said let's list, and I think it's too
easy to say let's list because the blame on this side is put on Brigadier Gqozo and Ronnie Kasrils. Never before in the
past has there been a request to list, and we are talking about thousands, I'd like to put faces on this list and some of the
faces are in this room and ask the question, and may I plead that I am not looking for a political answer, that one of my
fantasies is to be a fly on the wall in a meeting of the National Party and ask this question, not about the list of the
people who died but the children who were left fatherless, motherless, whose futures were changed for the rest of their
lives, the question I ask, have there been any discussions or are there any discussions currently going on within the
National Party about what should have happened to these children and what should be happening to these children and
their future? I want to bluntly refer to the golden handshakes that have been publicly pointed out. I would like to



publicly refer to the rewards that were given to the people who successfully committed missions to kill and to kill and to
kill. We have been very successful in killing. We have been very successful in maiming and leaving people crippled for
the rest of their lives. We have been very successful in leaving children without parents and without a future. Have there
been any discussions at all within the National Party about these children, about these women who were left without? I
mean because these questions, these discussions EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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would point to assuming responsibility ....(tape ends) ....and thousands of children, particularly Black children who have
been left without a future and we all point to guns, we all point to statistics, we all point to who has done what, but I
really have never heard any discussions from the political parties about these children and our future, because these are
our future South Africa. Please Sirs, I am not asking for a political answer, I am asking for your souls, I am asking for
you to bear your souls. Thank you.

MR MEYER: Chairperson I would like to thank the Commissioner again also for raising this issue, and I think, may I
first of all say I think you have made an appeal to us, but not only to us, the three of us who are here, not only to our
Party, I think you have made an appeal to the whole of South Africa, to all political parties but also civil society in
general, the community out there, everybody in South Africa. I don't think it's possible now, I would not do right to the
issue you have raised if I try to respond now to that question. I can say, yes, we are in various ways within the National
Party attending to this question and related questions. What I would like to suggest is that we have a responsibility to
come back to the Commission on this very question. We have already indicated to the Chairperson and the Deputy
Chairperson of the Commission that we are preparing a further written submission to the Commission and I would like
to suggest that this very issue should form part of that further submission to the Commission. And that equally so others
who can come up with proposals and suggestions as to how this issue should be dealt with should also do the same, for
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the sake of the Commission who has in the final instance to attend to this as far as its report is concerned. But I think
Madam Commissioner if I may say, you have raised with us an issue which is probably the most important one in the
final instance of the work of the Commission, because if we can't find an answer to the very question that you have put,
then the work of the Commission with all respect is not going to be in the long term worth anything.

May I say that I don't think it's only those that have suffered directly, but there are many, many South Africans,
thousands of South Africans who have also indirectly suffered through apartheid, that we have to consider within the
whole spectrum of what we want to do in the future. So it's not only a question of the specific terms of reference of the
Commission, namely how to address human rights violations of the nature that has been described in your terms of
reference, but it is in the final instance us as politicians, as political parties, that have to give direction as to how we are
going to rectify the wrongs that flowed from apartheid in a very general sense.

DR RAMASHALA: Chairperson may I ask Mr Meyer and his team that as you prepare that submission you consider
the following comment from the communities, particularly the greater Black communities and I want to quote:

"They get amnesty. They get the golden handshake, (meaning rewards). They get retirement
pensions worth millions. And we get nothing. And on television they smirk or they smile to
boot".

As you address that submission please address the question of the perpetrators on your side, the other Parties will deal
with the perpetrators on their side, but the
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perpetrators on your side who so far when they apply for amnesty and present themselves, and even say they are sorry,
none of them has said this is my contribution, I would like to do the following, it stops with I am sorry. None of them
has said as a demonstration, perhaps of how sorry I am, this is what I would like to do. None of them have done that. So
as you prepare that submission could you please address that, because that is the more tangible thing that people are
asking, and people say that is a re-victimisation, that is a de-humanisation and that has caused more pain than you
realise. Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Dr Ramashala. Are there any other questions? Ms Mkhize?

MS MKHIZE: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Meyer you will appreciate the fact that we haven't had time to look at your
document, I will just ask a few, not really questions, but points of clarification. On page 1 of the Executive's Summary,
there is a paragraph starting with "Circumstances leading up....", the last sentence there it says,

"This submission alludes to the dismal failure of the so-called Leipzig Option advocated by the
SACP with the ANC in tow, and the grave mistakes made by SACP leaders in underestimating
the Gqozo regimes' resolve not to abdicate its power because of the mere presence of the
ANC/SACP alliance and its rhetoric".

I would really like you to briefly explain what is meant by that.

Then page 2 to 3 there is a statement where I would say you argue that the government leaders of the TBVC did not try
to preserve any of those states' independence
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indefinitely. That argument it seems to be a contradiction given the fact that people who then led a march, that march
led to brutal shootings of defenceless marchers, it's a contradiction which I would like you to talk to, because given your
statement I would imagine that nobody will decide to shoot anyone in view of the fact that it was no longer an issue. So
it's a point also which I would like you to sort-of clarify us or elaborate upon.

Then page 5 where you say, the last line, you say,

"The NP wishes to achieve reconciliation between all who were affected by this incident by
establishing the truth so that all can make peace with their adversaries and themselves and so
that all can tackle the challenges which face all of us".

I would just like to put it to you that I can tell you straight away that having had the advantage of talking to survivors in
different communities we are not likely to achieve peace if we have no way of declaring in full the thinking which went
on at the time and how people sees it especially now when they look back. As some of the fellow Commissioners have
indicated people might be gracious when they appear before us but often when we do community education they raise
penetrating questions regarding what happened and why was it done.

The last question which I have, I would just like to know whether there were specific instructions given possibly by the
Minister of Law and Order at the time to all people who were armed, particularly people who represented the State and
the government so as to handle the situation differently as against what had happened in June 16, we have EAST
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heard about the six day wars, the seven day wars, this incident happened at the time when peace negotiations were well
in advance, one will assume that the State and government officials were given specific instructions to handle the
situation differently? So I would just like your comment on that as well. Thank you.



MR MEYER: Chairperson, Commissioner, as far as the first point of clarification is concerned on page 1 of the
Executive Summary, in that particular sentence we are referring first of all to what is being referred to in the main
document also as the so-called Leipzig Option. I think that is terminology that comes from certain newspaper quotes
that is being referred to in the main document where I think it was Mr Raymond Suttner was quoted by referring to that
Option. There are extensive quotes in the main document referring to Mr Suttner and others who have apparently been
responsible to design the strategy and afterwards they were called upon to give their reactions and so forth by the media,
so that is what is being referred to there. I would say that I think the clarity will come if one reads the main document in
that regard.

The other part of that sentence indicates that maybe on the side of those that led the demonstration there was an under-
estimation of what actually Gqozo had in mind, and that there was something of, if one also reads the comments
afterwards, again in the main document, it appears that there was almost a challenge that was executed by those that led
the demonstration to see almost how far Gqozo might go in his reaction. And I think that is what is being indicated to in
this sentence. But that links up with the next page and your second question actually.
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In that regard Chairperson I think it's important to note that, and I think one has to make the observation that although
the parties, be it at Codesa or at a later stage, all agreed to the reincorporation of the TBVC states they resisted it in
various ways, up to a very late stage. I must remind Honourable Commissioners of for instance the case of
Bophuthatswana they were not even after the conclusion of the interim constitution, or the negotiations on the interim
constitution, they were at that stage even still not prepared to give up and to become part of the New South Africa. I
don't have to refer now, because it's not relevant as far as this meeting is concerned and I believe the Commission will
separately deal with that issue, but various other decisions and actions had to follow before the actual reincorporation of
Bophuthatswana could be effected, although they were also part of the original agreement in Working Group 4. So what
I am trying to prove with this point is to say the parties were all part of the original agreement in Working Group 4, but
it didn't mean it's true.

Now with hindsight one can reflect on that and say it is clear that they did not right through up to the end, or at every
given moment, agree to actually work for the execution of those agreements. And that again is reflected also, to my
mind, in what happened on the 7th of September. Because in a certain way that was an indication of Gqozo's reaction
against the agreement to which he was himself part of.

I hope I have tried to clarify that particular point that we are actually getting to in the submission, namely to say there
were agreements, all parties were part of it, including the Ciskean Government, but they were not
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necessarily executing it in the way that one should have thought they should have.

Maybe the last question Mr Kriel would like to respond to.

MR KRIEL: Thank you Commissioner. I think the question you have put to me is a fair one and that is, if I understood
you correctly, and that is whether there were any changes in methods to deal with situations. I can say to you that
certainly at the time when the ANC were unbanned and other parties - when the negotiating process started and when I
came to the Police the whole attitude of the Police was to use minimum force to handle situations. But it must also be
remembered that at that very crucial time in the history of our country it was essential that we have a climate in which
negotiations could take place. So we also had a duty to try and maintain order in our country.

Coming back closer to what happened at Bisho, I can say to you if you think that on that day we should have taken away
all the weapons, there was no way that bar creating a war that we could take the weapons away from the Brigadier's



army. I also want to say to you that there was no way in which the Police could search 18,000 people, I think that's the
number they say that were there that day, to find and confiscate weapons. There are certain situations that it's just not
possible to do that and that was one of them. You couldn't, with the number of policemen available and policewomen do
that, it's just not possible.

We must also say to each other that at that stage it was not only the defence force in possession of firearms, but many of
the people, not part of the old regime, were also in possession of firearms. I mean AK47's was a daily
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thing for us to see. So it would not have been possible for us to do that on that specific day.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Reverend Xundu I welcome you, before I hand over to you, I believe that you are not
feeling too well today, but thank you for coming and I hand over to you.

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Sir I would like to ask this question to Mr Kriel. Allegations at the
time like the allegations that there was a third force, which was always denied, which has been proved true, there were
allegations at the time that there was an RSA covert operations run by International Researches in Ciskei, I just want to
make sure if there's an element of truth in that allegation.

The second question ...(intervention)

MR KRIEL: I am sorry can you just again repeat the first question please Reverend?

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you. We would like to know, because there is an allegation like I said there has always
been the allegation that there is a third force element in the trains which has now been proved true, that there's an
allegation that there was an RSA, RSA had a covert operation run by International Researches in Ciskei, we just want to
make sure if that is the truth.

And further, one would like to know from you, if you can remember, how you responded to a media briefing or a
statement that was made to the media after the shooting, because there is a statement that I think, if I remember rightly,
the fact that those who were shot got what they deserved, coming from you specifically? I just want to clear that if you
can remember if that was the case, thank EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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you.

MR KRIEL: No certainly I cannot remember that I would have said anything like that. When people were killed I didn't
derive any joy from that whatsoever.

About the first part I am not aware of any covert operation that took place in the Ciskei, but I am not going to say that
nothing like that ever happened. That I cannot say because things happened, unfortunately.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Reverend Xundu. I just want to assess our time. As you can see we can debate for the rest
of the day, but we have got some time constraints so I just want to assess what remains, what's in the heart of my
colleagues, I don't want to cut them unnecessarily. Advocate Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I will ask my questions very briefly and I will request that the answers be very
short and straightforward and to the point in the interests of time. Let me start by asking, there is a pamphlet at page 2 of
your submission to which you refer, according to your submission that pamphlet that is at page 2, that pamphlet was
distributed in this area by Nehawu or the ANC/SACP alliance, can you tell us where and when did you get this
document? Did you believe its contents? And where is that document now? And have you been getting documents of



this kind from the Ciskei area and who was supplying you with these documents?

The other question I want to ask, once again I must say in the interests of time, before the tragedy of the 7th of
September 1992 there were consistent reports from this area of gross human rights violations, did your government
believe those allegations from the people of this area and
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what steps were taken by your government to ensure that those gross human rights violations come to a stop? ...
(intervention)

MR MEYER: Sorry Commissioner can I just ask which specific reference are you referring to now in terms of your
second question?

ADV SANDI: I am not referring to any annexure, this is just a question about the gross human rights violations that
were taking place in the Ciskei area, the question is did your government believe that such gross human rights violations
were taking place and what steps were taken by your government to try and bring such violations to a stop?

My third question concerns the alliance between your government and the government of Gqozo. In a letter dated 31
August 1992 from Mr Gqozo and addressed to the then State President, F W de Klerk, he refers to an alliance which he
wants to know if it has come to an end. Can you please give us some light what was the nature of this alliance? When
did it begin and when did it stop? And also - maybe I should stop there, otherwise I will be bombarding you with too
many questions.

MR MEYER: I will be brief as the Commissioner has asked me to be. Chairperson on the first issue the reference to the
quote on page 2, I don't have the document available now but I would gladly respond to that by making the document
available to the Commission, so if I may I will immediately on my return to Pretoria send that through to the
Commission. I just don't have it available right now.

On the second question Chairperson I am afraid that I don't have a specific framework within which to respond to the
question. The Commissioner apparently is referring to

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

47 R MEYER

general, or allegations of general gross human rights violations that took place in the Ciskei, if I understood him
correctly. If there would be specific points in that regard I guess it might be easier to respond and indicate what actions
or steps we might have taken. But I must again point out that the situation as far as the TBVC states are concerned, in
general, at that stage, even in 1992 were such that they were regarded as independent states, wrongly maybe one would
argue, but the fact of the matter is that we, from the South African side, didn't have the authority over the Transkei,
Venda, Bophuthatswana or Ciskei for that matter to act like the Commission might have suggested. These governments,
again rightly or wrongly, were in full control of their own justice departments, they appointed their own civil servants in
those different capacities, they had their own defence forces, their own police forces and so forth. The question is
therefore difficult to respond to unless there are specific references that the Commissioner would like to point out then
maybe one can follow up on that.

As far as the third question is concerned I don't have, unfortunately, that letter available to me that the Commissioner
has referred to but I guess if that was what Gqozo has stated in that letter he might have referred to the so-called
informal alliances that existed in Codesa. And then maybe I should just for a moment refer to that and inform the
Commission that at the time of Codesa, between Codesa 1 and Codesa II, that was between December and May,
December of '91 and May of '92, there existed an informal alliance that consisted on the one side of the ANC and its
formal alliance partners, namely the SACP and COSATU, together with a number of other parties, I think they were
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all in all seven or eight parties that were on the side of the ANC, an informal alliance as far as the negotiations are
concerned. Similarly on the side of the then government there was also an informal alliance consisting of seven or eight
parties and it's true that the Ciskean government was one of those parties in that grouping. There were also other parties
for instance the Homeland parties of KwaZulu Natal, I am sorry, yes the IFP was there of course, but other Homeland
parties like for instance the Deconquetla from the old Kwa Kwa, Shimoko from Gazankulu and a number of others and
the Ciskean Government was also part of that grouping and I think that is maybe what Gqozo has referred to.

ADV SANDI: My last question is, but before I ask this last question, I should first thank you for telling me that your
government was not aware that at the time in question that gross human rights violations were taking place in the Ciskei
area. Nevertheless the question I intend to ask now is that when this Commission received testimonies in Bisho during
September one of the things we were told was that the SADF, the SAP and the Traffic Police accompanied the marchers
in the direction to Bisho but about one kilometre away from the stadium the SAP, SADF and the Traffic Police
withdrew, was this the arrangement and was this known by the organisers of the march? Had this been communicated to
the authorities in the Ciskei that your personnel would escort the marchers up to that point? Perhaps a question that goes
together with that is, was your government aware that there was a shortage of wire in the Ciskei?

SENATOR RADUE: No our government wasn't aware that there was a shortage of wire Commissioner. But in regard to
the
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question of the escort of the South African Police and the South African Defence Force I believe more the South
African Police ...(tape ends)

....did not occur. But yes they did accompany in order to retain and maintain law and order within the boundaries of the
then South Africa, but they stopped at the barrier which was erected on the boundary of Ciskei, and they had no
jurisdiction officially de jure to proceed beyond that point in view of the independence of Ciskei. And so that is where
the protection of the people marching, who also included South African citizens stopped. They could not go beyond the
barrier, and it was beyond the barrier that the Ciskean security forces were in control. So that was the situation.

There was no problem on the South African side at any stage during the entire day and the South African authorities
gave every assistance, together with the Municipality and the traffic police and the medical personnel after the tragedy
occurred at the Grey Hospital in King Williamstown.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. We are trying to wrap up, Pumpla?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson. Minister Kriel I have been looking at some of the accolades
that some of your men had, some of them work in the media as military intelligence, supporting Unita and you know
those kinds of accolades, and I wonder what was the role of your department, what was its agenda in Ciskei in view of
all these men who were seconded to the Ciskei in this important, very important military and police positions, what was
the agenda of your department in Ciskei?

MR KRIEL: I don't think that we had a specific agenda
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apart from the fact that expertise was needed to run a proper police force here, and we supplied in certain instances,



seconded personnel to assist with that, but it wasn't a South African Police Force, it was a Ciskean Police Force and we
seconded people to assist and to train people to look after crime. So that was our only agenda.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Premier Kriel you are reported to have made a statement after the incident that the
shooting was triggered-off by, shooting that came from the side of the marchers. We have looked at the testimony, we
have been unable to find any evidence supporting that, in fact from the ballistic tests that were done the indications are
that a pistol that was found near the place where some of the marchers were was never fired, did you have any specific
information in that regard that supported that allegation?

MR KRIEL: What most probably happened was that just after the incident took place you receive certain reports from
various people. I could not verify those reports because I wasn't there, but if that turned out to be wrong it wasn't a
statement that was made, that could have influenced anything, it was after the fact. And if the Goldstone Commission
and other reporters find that that was not the case and if you should find that Sir I am quite prepared to accept that
because I didn't see it.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. Senator Radue the facts that you transmitted at 13H49 on the day was that
before or after the shooting incident happened?

SENATOR RADUE: That was immediately before we became aware of the actual incident Chairperson. If you read the
fax you will see that at this time the people were on the march,
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they were nearing the barrier or at the barrier, but it was after our return from Bisho with the helicopter that I sent that
message off and we were perfectly satisfied at that stage that as far as we were concerned, on the South African side, we
had done everything possible to ensure that the march would be handled peacefully.

MR POTGIETER: Should we understand that the shooting incident could have happened because the evidence that was
tendered to us tends to indicate that this happened around 13H30 and could it have been that that was only transmitted to
you subsequently after it happened?

SENATOR RADUE: That is perfectly possible. There may have been a delay between the shooting and the official
indication in the Embassy that it had taken place.

MR POTGIETER: You were not in radio contact with the South African Police or any ...(intervention)

SENATOR RADUE: No we weren't in radio contact with them.

MR POTGIETER: And then just finally you have made the submission in regard to who should be held responsible for
the incident and you have made the submission, we have noted that, but I would just like to understand that, is that
submission limited entirely to what happened on the side of the stadium where that little splinter group broke through
the gap in the fence and moved towards the Bisho town centre?

SENATOR RADUE: Yes. I think if one looks at the video which, if one can get a copy of the video for the Commission
from the South African Police I think that the position will become very much clearer for you. As far as I recall it the
position was that the marchers broke away from the official designated route, through the gap, over a grassed approach
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to the stadium wall, there is no wall there, there is a grass verge, ran over and into the stadium, a number of them
following Mr Kasrils, and it was only when they crossed the field and emerged at the far end through another tunnel in



the stadium that the shooting commenced on the Bisho side. Subsequently, probably through panic and I think one has
also to have reference to not only the Goldstone Commission's report but also to the report commissioned by Brigadier
Gqozo and he probably will refer to it at some stage of Judge Pickard, who also was commissioned to have an
investigation and made certain findings, it seems that once the firing commenced on the Bisho side that the troops in
front of the Parliamentary complex panicked and open fire on the innocent crowd that was still on both sides of the
boundary.

MR POTGIETER: Ja that is what my question is directed at. It seems to be common cause, if one looks at the findings
of all these commissions, Pickard, Goldstone, the CDF inquiry and testimony that was presented to us that there was
absolutely no reason at all to start firing on the southern side of the stadium, that's where the assembly buildings were
and so on. So there doesn't seem to be any justification, I just want to see if we agree on that proposition first.

SENATOR RADUE: I would say that you are probably correct there Chairperson, it doesn't appear to be any reason.

MR POTGIETER: And that your submission should be looked at in the light of what happened on the other side after
this group broke through the fence and they were fired at.

SENATOR RADUE: That is so. My view is that a certain number of the crowd were recklessly led into a situation
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which got out of hand completely.

MR POTGIETER: And also it seems from the facts that were placed before us that as soon as the shooting started on the
side where Mr Kasrils broke through with the splinter group, as soon as the firing started these people turned around
immediately and they ran back, in fact we were told that that is also depicted on the video that you refer to. So these
people showed no resistance once the shooting started they fled, they turned around and they fled actually.

SENATOR RADUE: I was not an eyewitness so I can't really vouch for that but from what I've learned in the
Commission that appears to be correct. Once the firing started they ran away.

MR POTGIETER: In fact Judge Goldstone found that on that scenario it is very unlikely that any shooting would have
been coming from that group because they turned around immediately and they ran away.

SENATOR RADUE: Yes, I can't comment on that Chairperson, I really don't know.

MR POTGIETER: And of course the other point that was made to us was that there was no need to use lethal force
immediately in the sense of shooting to kill people, you could have fired some warning shots and the people might have
turned around and ran back.

SENATOR RADUE: Chairperson I think that's for your Commission to decide upon.

MR POTGIETER: You wouldn't like to comment on that because you've raised this question of responsibility?

SENATOR RADUE: My argument is that the Peace Committee had clearly stipulated the conditions for the march, the
magistrate had laid down in an order of court conditions of
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the march, and they were flagrantly broken at the point of the barrier, and that that is what the effective cause of the



entire problem was.

MR POTGIETER: As I have said earlier we can debate this issue for the rest of the day but unfortunately, practically we
can't, we've got some victims waiting to come and testify and we've got some of the security force personnel who will
be testifying this afternoon, but it remains for me to thank you for coming and sharing your perspective with us. It is
important for the Commission to listen to all of the sides and all of the perspectives in order for us to be able to make an
objective finding in the end and to comply with our mandate. Thank you very much for coming.

MR MEYER: Chairperson from our side again also thank you very much for creating this opportunity, allowing us to
interact, and I want to emphasise we have experienced it as an interaction and not only as a way of us trying to assist the
Commission but also views, comments, observations that have been raised by members of the Commission here present
this morning, we have seriously not only considered but will take back with us because in the end it will also be our
duty and that is how we see it to assist the work of the Commission to come to a report that will serve the country and
all its people very well in the process. Thank you very much for this opportunity and we wish you and the Commission
very well.

MR POTGIETER: Thanks a lot. Before Reverend Finca closes perhaps I can just say that we have noted your indication
that you are open for us to engage in a process around this and to give us access to whatever else you've got. We thank
you for that. Reverend Finca?
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REV FINCA: Chairperson thank you. I just want to, from the side of the office in East London, to thank specially the
office of Mr Roelf Meyer for all the assistance that you have given us, your secretary has given us in preparing for your
appearance and for their patience when things were not going right.

Chairperson if you will indulge me I just want to leave a last thought for this delegation, that we are engaged in a very
painful process of trying to reach reconciliation for our country and we are seriously concerned and perhaps your
submission may touch on this, on how is it possible that reconciliation will take place if this country continues to hear
the same denials which we have heard, the same selective choosing of facts, the same propaganda which we had under
apartheid? How is it possible that the victims will be led through the road of reconciliation? One senses a lot of
frustration at this moment, but of course that does not detract from the appreciation that I feel for the assistance that we
have received from these offices.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. We will now adjourn for tea for 15 minutes. Thank you.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairman I want to call to the testifying desks the following persons, Desmond Manzolwandle
Mpunga, Wandile Nebe, Thobeka Magoloza and Bennette Ndyundyu Jack. DESMOND MANZOLWANDLE
MPUNGA: (sworn states)

WANDILE NEBE: (sworn states)

THOBEKA MAGOLOZA: (sworn states)

BENNETTE NDYUNDYU JACK: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Desmond Mpunga will be facilitated by June Crichton. Wandile Nebe by Ntsiki Sandi.
Thobeka Magoloza by Mapule Ramashala and Bennette Jack by Ntsiki Sandi. I hand over to you in that sequence.

DESMOND MANZOLWANDLE MPUNGA:

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mpunga good afternoon. As our Chairman has apologised I am sorry that it is so late. I am going
to be posing questions to you related to the statement that is in front of me. When my light goes on you will know that I
am ready to ask you a question, do you understand that?

MR MPUNGA: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Your statement that I have in front of me informs me that you were shot in the jaw in the open space
behind the stadium on that day at Bisho on the 7th of
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September.

MR MPUNGA: Our stories are very similar because I am also going to say that I never got to the stadium. I joined the
march on the way, just turning around from the robot on the main road towards Bisho we marched on and we carried on
with no chaos. What we saw was a yellow helicopter hovering above the crowd. This helicopter was hovering above us
the whole time. On the way there were soldiers that I was positive they were not Ciskeian ones because their uniforms



were different, they were wearing red berets. All the roads were closed. The only road that was open was the one that
was going towards Bisho. When we were approaching the stadium we were told to wait. There was a lot of us. We were
impatient and we just walked on because we could see the stadium, but unfortunately I never got to the stadium. When I
came close to the gravel road a helicopter emanated from the stadium. There were already a lot of people in the stadium
who were in a hurry to go in, but what happened is that as more people got into the stadium a helicopter emanated, when
I looked up there were about five or six men in the helicopter, the doors were flung open, as I was trying to detect
exactly what was happening we heard a terrible sound like a radio off station. Then there was shooting. People were
moving up and down. I also thought I should start running. I went back.

Across there were soldiers, Ciskeian soldiers, those were the people I saw were going to attack us. Even though the
sound coming from the helicopter was different from the gunshots, after about a three minutes there was yet another
sound. I was positive that these were machine guns, a lot of them. I think those were one of the bullets that shot me
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on my chin.

Nothing told me that I must get up or lie down, I just fell over. When I got up the second time I have never heard such a
terrible thing. I got shot and I fell on my stomach.

We were told that to dress warmly because we might have to sleep over. We never really asked the reason behind this. I
had a warm anorak and also a bag with my laundry because I used to work in East London and I would go home every
weekend. After I had been shot I thought that this cannot be rubber bullets. I could not feel my chin. I looked around to
see if maybe I could see my chin lying around. I had false teeth. I thought perhaps what I was touching was a piece of
my false teeth. I got up and carried on running. Unfortunately I ran towards a bush. Unfortunately it was a tree that I fell
over that tree and I fell with my backside. I thought it was safe because there was a hole there. I thought I was safe from
the gunshots but it was sore, my backside was sore.

I then started bleeding. I lost every ounce of my strength. I thought the way I am bleeding nobody has ever bled like this
before. I realised then that it is my jaw, it was just hanging over together with a bullet. Fortunately it did not fall off, it
just hung on my face. I tried to put my jawbone back. The comrades then realised that I had been injured. It was
obvious. It was a distance of about ten metres, somebody else got shot and fell over. Another man got shot on the leg.
My motives were such that I did not think anybody else would help me. I thought I had strength. What was difficult was
for me to breathe because my whole chin was totally finished and I was famished.

MS CRICHTON: If I may interrupt at this point, because at
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one stage you said that your story was the same as everybody else's, but in fact your story is unique for yourself and for
your family. What I want to know from you now is how this event left its mark on you? What was the effect of it on
your life?

MR MPUNGA: Gee, even now I can't even eat because when I got to the hospital I had a hole on my neck. There was a
pipe that they had inserted in my nose. They had also stuck yet another pipe. Around my chin was a bandage. I have
never been the same again. My chin is not that well sensitized. Even when I do eat I have to have something around my
chin because my chin hardly has any feelings. I have a plate that holds my chin up. I am not myself, I have never been
myself.

MS CRICHTON: .... you suffer from depression as a result of this, are you on treatment for that depression?

MR MPUNGA: I don't get any treatment because I thought that - I never mentioned that my backside fell hard. When I



am at home and I think about my condition I think that the doctors are going to charge me some money therefore I don't
go to the doctors. I am suffering to this day.

MS CRICHTON: Did you approach an attorney?

MR MPUNGA: Yes I did, I spoke to some attorneys. The week after the Truth Commission had been in Bisho I went to
the doctors, they gave me a bit of money, but it left a lot to be desired. They told me that the money that was left in the
fund was left for specialists that were going to attend to my chin because Dr Webber rejected me. The attorney then said
to me that the rest of my money would pay specialists for my face.

MS CRICHTON: Dr Webber?
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MR MPUNGA: It is Dr Webster, he is not in hospital he is at the Medical Centre up the road.

MS CRICHTON: Now you say you have five children, is that correct?

MR MPUNGA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Since the shooting and since you have been left in this condition you have made a special request to
the Commission that consideration be given to helping with the education of your children, is that correct?

MR MPUNGA: Yes it is so, that is my deepest wish in my life. I also need a disability grant. Those are my requests.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further you wish to say to the Commission before I hand you back to the
Chairperson?

MR MPUNGA: My request to the Commission might be different from the others. I hear people asking for forgiveness
but I am still heartbroken. Do you realise that I will never be the same Manzolwandle that I was before I was shot? I was
shot for nothing, I was innocent. I requested the Commission, pull up your socks, you must sift as what you should
forgive people for. You can't just forgive perpetrators of violence. In my life and our lives in South Africa we want
peace but if the government, together with this Commission will just forgive people, perpetrators of violence, people are
going to carry on being murdered if murderers are being forgiven.

Even if it's one person that you do not forgive so that we also can have peace in our hearts and say that, yes justice has
been done. There are 18, at least 18 people who died and it is only one person who is responsible, but you are going to
come out and say that that person is forgiven,
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forgiven for lives that were taken without sin.

People just want their rights. We went there unarmed, all we had was our fists up. I didn't have sword, I didn't have a
gun. So I request that this Commission, I know that you are here for peace, peace is good but you must sift and choose
who it is that should be forgiven and for what.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much for your comments, we have noted them, and I am now going to hand you back
to the

Chairperson.
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MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. We are going to move to Mr Nebe. Ntsiki Sandi.

WANDILE NEBE:

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. Mr Nebe according to your statement here you were shot at Bisho
on this day. Where exactly were you shot?

MR NEBE: I was on a field at Bisho.



MR SANDI: Were you one of the people that were there?

MR NEBE: Yes.

MR SANDI: How old were you when you got shot?

MR NEBE: I was 20 years of age.

MR SANDI: Were you still at school? Were you a member of an organisation?

MR NEBE: I was a student.

MR SANDI: Were you able to go back to school?

MR NEBE: Yes I went back to school.

MR SANDI: What standard were you doing at the time?

MR NEBE: I was in standard 8. It was in 1992.

MR SANDI: Maybe we should elaborate on your injury, exactly where were you injured?

MR NEBE: On my left shoulder.

MR SANDI: Were you healed?

MR NEBE: Yes I got some treatment.

MR SANDI: Was it at the hospital?

MR NEBE: Yes at Frere Hospital.

MR SANDI: How many days did you stay in hospital?

MR NEBE: Ten days at Frere Hospital in East London.

MR SANDI: Are you still getting some treatment?

MR NEBE: No I am not getting treatment presently.

MR SANDI: Do you need treatment?

MR NEBE: Yes I need treatment.
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MR SANDI: Are you saying that you still hurt on your shoulder?

MR NEBE: This arm cannot lift heavy stuff, that is my problem.

MR SANDI: What are you doing at the moment?

MR NEBE: I work in a firm in Dimbaza.

MR SANDI: Is there something else perhaps you would like to add to your statement?



MR NEBE: No I have none.

MR SANDI: Did you go to an attorney?

MR NEBE: Yes I did go.

MR SANDI: What happened to your case?

MR NEBE: I was given money there, by attorneys in King Williamstown.

MR SANDI: Are you satisfied?

MR NEBE: No I am not satisfied.

MR SANDI: You say that you cannot lift heavy stuff with your arm, are you saying that your job is to lift up heavy
stuff?

MR NEBE: No not necessarily.

MR SANDI: What exactly do you do?

MR NEBE: We put cloths on long tables.

MR SANDI: According to your statement you are requesting help to continue with your education.

MR NEBE: Yes I do want to carry on with my education.

MR SANDI: Are you studying at the present moment?

MR NEBE: No I am not studying.

MR SANDI: Is that all?

MR NEBE: Yes that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nebe. I will hand over to you Chairperson.

-----------------------
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MR POTGIETER: We will move to Thobeka Magoloza. Mapule thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: Good afternoon Ms Magoloza.

MS MAGOLOZA: Good afternoon.

DR RAMASHALA: ... you can say about that day, the Bisho Massacre and I believe your story is mostly the same as
the others, am I correct?

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA: What I want you to focus on is your life after what happened at Bisho. Do you understand my
question? I would like you to focus ...(intervention)



MS MAGOLOZA: Won't you please repeat your question.

DR RAMASHALA: I want you to focus on the effect of what happened on your life and the life of your family.

MS MAGOLOZA: Health wise I have never been the same again. My health deteriorated especially when it is cold. I
cannot even go to the clinic when it is cold. Sometimes I have to just buy Grandpa and have to do with that because my
leg would hurt so much. When it is not so bad I would go to the Berlin Clinic, they would help me there.

DR RAMASHALA: You were in standard 7 when this happened, is that true?

MS MAGOLOZA: I had passed standard 7 at the time.

DR RAMASHALA: Are you alright?

MS MAGOLOZA: I am alright Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: In fact you have suffered a double tragedy, not only what happened to you on that fateful day but
that your mother was also killed last year.

MS MAGOLOZA: It is so Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: You are the oldest of seven siblings.

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes.
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DR RAMASHALA: Your education was disrupted. Are you all right? Could you give her some water please. Miss
Magoloza let me try and guide you through your request to the Commission and tell me if that's correct or not. You'd
like to continue your education, but you are unable to do so because of financial problems and you would like the
Commission to help with that, correct?

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA: Your leg continues to hurt particularly on cloudy days and you'd like the Commission to help you
with the medical attention, correct?

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: And you would like the Commission to help with the maintenance of your siblings particularly
since you are the oldest child you are not able to work, correct?

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA: You have four siblings that are still in school and you would like us to check if we can help,
correct? And you tried to apply for a special pension and you were unsuccessful, correct?

MS MAGOLOZA: Yes Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: Is there anything else on this list that you would like to add?

MS MAGOLOZA: No there is nothing else.

DR RAMASHALA: Do you seek the attention or assistance of attorneys after the shooting?



MS MAGOLOZA: I never went to any attorneys, but two boers came to my home. I tried to make a claim - they offered
that I should make a claim. I was not able to respond because I thought money would be needed.

DR RAMASHALA: Is there anything else you would like to
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add?

MS MAGOLOZA: There is nothing else Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you very much, it's very hard. Over to you Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mapule. Thank you Thobeka.

-------------------
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BENNETTE NDYUNDYU JACK:

MR SANDI: Thank you Chair. Let us proceed to Mr Jack. Sir do you stay in Dubu Location?

MR JACK: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: Were you at the march?

MR JACK: Yes I was.

MR SANDI: You were shot?

MR JACK: Yes I was shot.

MR SANDI: Exactly where in your body were you shot?

MR JACK: I was shot just above my knee on my thigh.

MR SANDI: Did you get any form of treatment?

MR JACK: After I was released from hospital I would continue to go the clinic at Grey.

MR SANDI: When you were shot what were you doing?

MR JACK: I was working at the college in Clover.

MR SANDI: I am talking about the time when you were shot, did you say that you were not doing anything?

MR JACK: I ran to the stadium when people were being shot. My shoelace was loose, when I was looking towards the
tar road trying to tie my shoelace I was looking towards the Fort Hare University, a man came to me who greeted, as I
lifted my head I got shot. I realised that it was coming, the bullet was coming from the helicopter hovering above.
Everybody was trying to hide under the other people. I fell over. It was a while afterwards that I realised that I had been
shot. It was almost like I was paralysed.

MR SANDI: You say that there was a helicopter hovering above you whilst you were lying on your stomachs?

MR JACK: That is where the first bullets came from, there were two, they were changing. The bullets that were coming
out of there it was almost like beans were just being spilt
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over. My leg is now healed it is just that it get numb now and again. When it is cloudy it gets very painful.

MR SANDI: Did you go to see any attorneys?

MR JACK: Yes I did go to Tabatha.

MR SANDI: Did you get a satisfactory grant?

MR JACK: No I was not satisfied, but because I knew that I was not going to get help anywhere else I was just doing it
because everybody else did get money.

MR SANDI: You said in your request here that you should be helped with educating your children?

MR JACK: Yes Sir because I am not working anymore. I just get temporary jobs. My children are far from completing
their schooling.

MR SANDI: How many children do you have?

MR JACK: I have 8 children.

MR SANDI: Which standard is the eldest?

MR JACK: Standard 10.

MR SANDI: Are they all staying with you?

MR JACK: Yes they are staying with me.

MR SANDI: Is this your complete testimony?

MR JACK: Yes according to that incident that is all I have to say.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Perhaps before I hand you over to the Chairperson perhaps I could get your
opinion, what do you think of Mr Gqozo's statement this morning?

MR JACK: Sir what I am grateful for is that the Lord sees even in the darkest places where nobody else sees. A lot of
things would not be revealed if the boer government had not been defeated. The perpetrators of violence now have come
forward because a lot of things were investigated, investigated by the perpetrators and the truth would not
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come out, the Lord sees even in the darkest places. People have been requested to come forward and told that they
would be forgiven, I am thankful for that. The Lord will deal with Gqozo. I can't say I detest him. Maybe what he did he
did because he was obeying his employers, the previous government.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. Thank you Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Mr Sandi. And thank you Mr Jack and also the rest of you, and in her absence
Thobeka. Just when one thinks one is able to handle this process and one is able to handle the situation then you are
confronted at the end of a long session like this with your testimony, and it brings one right down to earth again.



Mr Mpunga you throw out a challenge to us. You raise a very, very fundamental and difficult question, forgiveness,
amnesty, those issues and you do it at a time when you share the podium with Thobeka who shares her story with us, the
way in which this incident has affected her and the situation she is experiencing at this stage. And again it brings that
human element into what is regarded academically otherwise as an incident, statistics. It is very difficult that you have
raised. The question of forgiveness we will never be able to resolve. We are faced with a situation where there was
compromise, compromise means that you don't get everything that you want, it's give and take, that's what a
compromise is all about, and that is where most of the difficulty of the question that you have raised comes in. But
thank you for the challenge and thank you for reminding us of how difficult this process really is. I wish you luck, all of
you. Thank you very much for coming.

--------------------



1 C NEL 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 19.11.96 NAME: COLONEL CHRIS NEL

CASE: EAST LONDON - BISHO MASSACRE II

DAY 2

__________________________________________________________

MR POTGIETER: Our next witness is Colonel Chris Nel and I call him to the podium please.

HENDRIK CHRISTOFFEL NEL: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Now by way of introduction in September of 1992, at the time when this incident happened, you were the head of
the Ciskei Military Intelligence, is that correct?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair unfortunately I don't know on which information the Commission acted, I was not the Chief of Military
Intelligence at that stage in Ciskei. The Chief of Military Intelligence at that stage was a Mr Ockert Swanepoel and I was involved in
intelligence collection as part of that section, but he was the chief.

MR POTGIETER: The erstwhile military leader of Ciskei, Brigadier Gqozo testified this morning and in his testimony he also refers to
you as the former head of Ciskei Military Intelligence, Colonel Chris Nel, so I am a bit puzzled, you are saying that he's wrong?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair yes, I think the dates involved he might have confused it. According to one of the documents that he handed
in to the Commission you will see that a planning meeting that was held prior to the Bisho incident a Mr Swanepoel's name appears on
that as a representative. I was not the senior of Intelligence, Mr Swanepoel was. Mr Swanepoel left the Ciskei in December 1992 and I
became the head of Intelligence in 1993.

MR POTGIETER: What exactly was your position in September of 1992?

COLONEL NEL: September 1992 I was doing intelligence collection work for the Ciskei Defence Force intelligence section.

MR POTGIETER: So you were doing intelligence collection work, and - what portfolio did you hold? I mean were you the deputy head
or what were you?

COLONEL NEL: Ja, although not formerly appointed as a deputy head I was assistant director on my appointment letter, and I
interpreted that to be the deputy.

MR POTGIETER: So you were the deputy head of the Ciskei Military Intelligence under the command of Ockert Swanepoel, what was
his rank?

COLONEL NEL: Before he came to the Ciskei Defence Force he was a lieutenant colonel.

MR POTGIETER: Lieutenant colonel.

COLONEL NEL: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: Now were you seconded from South Africa or how did you get the appointment as the deputy head of Military
Intelligence?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair I was not seconded from the South African Defence Force, I was a former member of the South African
Defence Force, I was requested from the Bophuthatswana Defence Force to come and work for the Ciskei.

MR POTGIETER: So when exactly did you start with the Ciskei Defence Force?

COLONEL NEL: I started in October 1991, I was appointed in the Ciskei Defence Force.

MR POTGIETER: And as from that appointment you held this position as deputy under Ockert Swanepoel?



COLONEL NEL: That is correct until the end of 1992, the beginning of 1993.

MR POTGIETER: Swanepoel left you said in December of 1992 and then you became the head as from 1993 or sometime in
December or what happened?

COLONEL NEL: If I can remember the date correctly Swanepoel left on the 4th of December 1992 and I was formerly appointed 1st of
January 1993.

MR POTGIETER: 1st of January 1993.

COLONEL NEL: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. I just wanted to clarify the position by way of introduction, but what I want to ask you to do, you have
been approached to assist the Commission in regard to the incident on the 7th of September 1992 and what led up to that incident
and that's really what I want you to focus on, so I will leave you to take us through whatever submission you want to make in that
regard. Thank you.

COLONEL NEL: Thank you Mr Chair and Honourable Commissioners. I have prepared myself to give whatever contribution I can
make to the Commission by means of notes, and I thank you for the opportunity to be here, and I hope that what I say and in
answering your questions can shed further light on the events of the day and can help people to understand and to process this event
better as part of the healing process.

I would like to start off by saying there's a number of things that I feel sorry about and I want to apologise and ask forgiveness and I
would like the people to tolerate me although the terms Military intelligence is not always something that is very popular.

I want to say sorry because with hindsight and looking back at the incident from a distance and from the whole period in the Ciskei I
can say yes, I understand and I agree that I was part of an illegitimate regime. I feel that the knowledge that we gained in the
integration process in the Defence Force and since the elections a lot of our perceptions and our perspectives about life and about
other human beings changed.

I can never know exactly how those people who lost loved ones in the process and who are sitting here who were injured in the
process of that 7th of September incident, how they feel, but I want to say to them I am sorry if I contributed in any way to that
incident. I am a parent myself and I can imagine how it must feel to lose a child. It must be an emotional situation and it's easy to hate
and therefore I ask if we want to reach reconciliation, forgive me.

Although I don't regard myself as a role player directly involved on the day of the events I cannot distance myself from it. I was a
member of the Ciskei Defence Force at that stage. I felt part of that specific grouping and therefore I can understand the horrible pain
and suffering that was the direct cause of the Ciskei Defence Force action on those days, on that day specifically.

I visited the scene a few times afterwards and that picture comes back to mind and it will take a long time for myself to process it, but
even longer for those people who suffered on the receiving end. And I believe that this incident can only be put behind us if effective
measures are taken to look at the plight of the victims, because if the victims are reminded every day of their suffering and of that
incident by their suffering they will never process this incident. In one way or another, be it financial, emotional or other help the people
must be assisted, the victims on that day must be assisted to process that incident.

I would like to elaborate a little bit more on my own role as a member of the Ciskei Military Intelligence on that day, prior events to that,
I was present on the 4th of August during the first march at the roadblock where the security forces were pushed back and I spoke to
people like Chris Hani personally, he spoke to us. I spoke to his bodyguard and there was a lot of interaction between the crowd and
the people. It was an interesting incident. I personally felt that the crowd wasn't going to stop on the 4th of August. If they wanted to
continue to Bisho they could have. But through shuttle diplomacy and negotiations from the National Peace Committee members and
the people involved on the ground that situation was resolved.

When the march of 7th of September was announced I had that picture in my mind as a frame of reference to judge according to that
what can be expected on the 7th of September. There were a lot of other rumours, information coming from all quarters that on the 7th
of September the people will not accept to go to the stadium only, they wanted to go to Bisho. That was the aim of the march and
that's how it was passed on from the Intelligence community by my head, Mr Swanepoel, to the State Security Council and whatever
forums he attended during the planning sessions. I am aware of a number of planning sessions that did take place and I can say no
real information came to light, and the framework of the 4th of August was more-or-less used as a frame of reference for what can be
expected on the 7th of September.

On the day of the incident we have deployed our intelligence personnel all over Ciskei because of other information that incidents
might occur at other places and not specifically concentrated at the march. The march situation was under the control of so many



security forces that we deployed our intelligence personnel in Mdantsane and up to the (...indistinct) district, all over Ciskei to give
feedback of the situation out there. Learning from the experience of the 4th of March when Brigadier Gqozo took over, in the event of
an announcement that Bisho was taken over there could have been a possible spill over and people becoming so jubilant that they in
fact break the law.

On the day of the march I accompanied Mr Swanepoel. We visited various places around the deployment of the forces. I was present
at the roadblock where the razor wire was erected at that stage. It was on the recommendations that they should erect razor wire
because of the 4th of August march there were no effective measures taken by the police to be able to tell this crowd you can come
up to here and no further. They couldn't exercise control.

When the crowd approached, when they came into the distance where we could see and hear them myself and Mr Swanepoel went to
the Parliament buildings where we were earlier that day as well, where the operational room was situated, and there was a clear -
from the roof of the Parliament buildings you could oversee the whole event. I went up onto the roof of the Parliament buildings where
Admiral Bekker and Brigadier "Mees" Muller and a number of other people were there, and we observed the situation as the march
proceeded up to the place where it was stopped by the police and diverted into the stadium. We could clearly see the extent of the
crowd. It was quite a large group. It's the largest group of people, I wonder if one can fit them into Ellis Park or one of those big
stadiums. People have come up with figures of 18,000 and 25,000, I calculated much more, in the vicinity of 50,000 plus.

It was quite, from a soldier's point of view, an intimidating sight. My impressions were the forces on the ground were totally
inadequate, specifically the police who were deployed on the road and if that crowd became out of control and the crowd broke up into
smaller groups there was no way that anybody was going to control that situation with the levels of forces available.

A group was clearly breaking away, we could see that from the top of the Parliament buildings, going through what is generally
referred to now as the gap in the fence. We could see that from the Parliament buildings. Shortly after that chaos broke out in the
control room downstairs, it was one level down from us, but we could hear people shouting. I personally went down and people were
shouting that they are shooting at us and a command to fire was given. I was rushing up the stairs when the shooting started to see
what's happening and when I got to the roof it was a terrible sight. People were lying all over the place. My immediate estimation was
thousands of people dead. It was shocking to say the least. Then there was a lull in fire and then it started again. I couldn't understand
why, but the operational people were in charge of the situation and I had trust in them that they would take the right decisions.

Shortly afterwards, I don't know how long the shooting lasted, it was bursts of fire, my impression was it was one burst of fire and as if
people changed magazines or received another command and they started firing again. But it was like a domino effect. It came from
the side where the group broke away and then all around where troops were deployed the shooting started like a chain effect, and
then it died down and the same thing started again, single shots and then a total volley of fire I think by everybody deployed.

Afterwards I was relieved to see many of those lying down were in fact standing up and that the terrain shielded them from direct fire.
But many people were lying in various places, I presume injured or dead. We went down and we got into the vehicle with Mr
Swanepoel and we were shocked, we were surprised, we couldn't believe that this happened. I can remember saying to him, this is
history that our children will learn about one day.

Then we went down to where the roadblock was to see exactly what happened, how people were killed, there were rumours about
shooting at own forces, were that in fact true, the police from the South African Police side, and the Ciskei Police side there was quite
a high level delegation at that stage. There were people with high ranks. There was a general from the South African Police, General
Viktor was there, General Ulshig and others and they immediately started with the investigation.

That is what I can say about the events of the day until I went home that evening.

I want to say a few things about my impressions of the incident. There were a number of mistakes made, with hindsight one can
always criticise and say a lot of things, but I know that the inputs from the Intelligence community and from the Allied Intelligence
Centre, the Allied Operational Centre that was in place at that stage to the politicians, to the Ciskei authorities was to find a political
solution. There is no way that we are going to be able to solve this problem with military means. And then Ciskei Police take up your
responsibility, this is internal situation, crowd control is a police responsibility, the defence force should not be employed in this role, it
is not a defence task to use minimum force.

The fact that a political settlement could not be reached and the fact that the defence force and the police had to wait until that
morning to get clarification of what was agreed upon to finalise their planning asked for crisis management. I was personally
disappointed in the role played by the Ciskei Police in this whole affair, and not to divert any blame in that direction. If I can remember
correctly the only police people present were about, estimated, 50, 60, 70 policemen deployed on the road. Now if anybody thought
that 60 or 80, how many there were I don't know, policemen can control a crowd of that magnitude has surely underestimated the
movement of the crowd on that day.

The use of minimum force weapons are normally there with the police and the riot unit, so even the gap in the fence, if protection of



the perimeter of the gathering that was supposed to take place in the stadium was supposed to take place that should have been the
police responsibility. The military should always be far away to handle only extreme crisis situation where you need to take it one step
further.

There was a situation of panic amongst the soldiers. Until this day I cannot say whether there were in facts shots fired at the soldiers,
or at a soldier, but I think panic created that situation from their side even if they were shot at or not shot at, to get themselves out of a
situation where either they had to run away or maybe had to be disarmed and overrun by the crowd.

What I believe is the spark of these events with the crowd breaking out did create that panic from the soldiers. We believed that the
crowd would either push through on the main road, but according to the information that I had at that stage is that they would not divert
through the stadium, and then definitely what went wrong on that day is orders that were given through either no in detail or were not
correctly received on the bottom to fire, and when to stop fire. The domino effect that I - the chain effect that I spoke about earlier I
cannot say that that resulted directly from a command, but whether there was justification for everybody to shoot is a very serious
question of doubt in my mind.

Looking at the road ahead I feel there can be no reconciliation before the plight of the victims is not properly addressed. Their suffering
will always remind them of the day and if anything can be done to relieve the suffering then I can't expect anybody to forget but the
forgiveness can be better.

I ask for tolerance even if there are political differences and let us build a true democracy. It's nice to be part of the National Defence
Force where you feel legitimate and professional. I think things happening at

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

6 C NEL

this stage is definitely moving in the absolute right direction. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Colonel Nel. Before I ask the panel whether they have got any questions, what is your
present position?

COLONEL NEL: I am working at Army Headquarters as a senior staff officer in Army Intelligence.

MR POTGIETER: In Army Intelligence?

COLONEL NEL: That is correct.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Are there any questions to the Colonel? Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Nel seeing that we don't really have much time on our side I would request that you try and
answer the questions which we'll be putting to you as briefly as possible. Now can I start off by asking you when you say,

"For reconciliation to succeed it is important that the victims be cared for".

is that something that you have always thought, is that something you have always believed? Is there something that has recently
made you believe that it is important for victims to be taken care of?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair through you I know one of the victims personally. Meeting him afterwards, Mr Petros Vantyu and I
personally believe if somebody suffered pain and suffering due to a mistake by somebody else which was part of the government
surely he's entitled to compensation. But also for the purposes of reconciliation if people, if children are suffering today, and due to
their suffering, they ask themselves why am I suffering, because my dad is not here. Why is he not here - because of the Bisho
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massacre and if we don't do something to relieve the plight of those people this incident will remain in the minds of the people every
day while they are suffering. That is how I feel.

MR SANDI: Thank you. When you talk about the Ciskei Military Intelligence are you referring to the International Researchers of the
Ciskei Intelligence Service?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair the International Research was a bank account name. The Ciskei Intelligence Service was an organisation
that existed from early 1990 to October 1991 when it was officially closed down by Deputy Minister Wynand Breytenbach and the then



South African Chief of Defence Force General Kat Liebenberg when they came to Ciskei, discussed the whole issue around the
existence of Ciskei Intelligence Services and it was jointly decided to close that organisation down. The members of the Ciskei
Intelligence Services, of which I was one, then left the Ciskei and two of us remained, myself and Colonel Swanepoel who were then
employed by the Ciskei Defence Force, October 1991.

MR SANDI: The Ciskei Military Intelligence Service, how did it relate to the South African Military Intelligence Service?

COLONEL NEL: The Ciskei Defence Force Military Intelligence or the Ciskei Intelligence Service, I am not sure about the question Mr
Chair?

MR SANDI: The Ciskei Defence Force Intelligence Service, how did it relate to the South African Military Intelligence Service?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair there was continuous and good cooperation between the Intelligence Services in the Eastern EAST
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Cape, that included the Army Intelligence in East London, the Military Intelligence also in East London, the Security Police in King
Williamstown and East London, and the National Intelligence to a lesser extent. But there was an official body called the Allied
Intelligence Centre which came together from time-to-time to discuss matters of mutual interest, cross-border effects and there were
constant liaison between the two bodies, between the different bodies.

MR SANDI: Can you try and give some clarity as to what those matters of common interest are?

COLONEL NEL: Normally in events like this specifically the 7th of September, where an activity or a build-up for an activity takes
place in the RSA and then moves into the Ciskei there are different parties involved here. The Ciskei Police and the South African
Police would liaise on their equal level, but from Intelligence levels we will also liaise and then from time to time come together as a
total group, and discuss the total situation as such.

MR SANDI: Generally speaking what would you say, putting it in a nutshell, what would you say is the function of a Military Intelligence
Service? Would I be correct to believe that that is the kind of an arm of the State to protect it against what the State perceives as its
enemies?

COLONEL NEL: No, Mr Chair the Intelligence Community has no operational capacity. It cannot protect the government other than by
giving knowledge. The function of the Intelligence Service is to collect information on such an individual, grouping, person, who are,
according to the definition of somebody endangering State security, that is the function of the Intelligence organisation. To identify
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threats against the government.

MR SANDI: When you became a staff member of the Ciskei Military Intelligence network had you been involved in any military
intelligence work before?

COLONEL NEL: Yes I have been involved all my life, since I left school. I was in the Infantry for one year and then after that I joined
Army Intelligence and I am till today in Army Intelligence, that's what I did all my career.

MR SANDI: If you were to put it briefly what was the mission of the Ciskei Military intelligence during the years you were there? What
were the major challenges facing this body?

COLONEL NEL: The main challenges facing ...(tape ends) ...task that was laid upon the Intelligence community is to let the State
Security Council know in time about any body, any organisation that poses a threat or plans to do anything that poses a threat to State
security, as I said to you earlier. Within this definition surely the Ciskei Intelligence Services and later the Ciskei Defence Force Military
Intelligence they concentrated to a large extent on the activities of what was perceived to be a military threat, Umkhonto weSizwe,
Apla, dissident elements maybe from those groupings. We concentrated on the ANC. We concentrated on Sanco. There were
numerous incidents, more than 300 incidents directed against the Headmen System. We had to investigate and see who were behind
it and what the causes were. All the violence that was defined as political violence, we had to find answers for these things. We had to
know where they came from and who were behind them. That is the function of the Intelligence.

MR SANDI: Did you during that time identify any particular EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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organisation that was spearheading violence or in any way causing problems that needed the attention of the Military Intelligence
Service?

COLONEL NEL: To be honest the situation Mr Chair at that stage was almost at a level of, I don't want to call it civil war, but in rural
areas the fights between headmen and the Residents Association was in some places almost turning into war. I can remember
incidents where people were decapitated and people were shot at, houses were burnt down, there are long, long lists of these
incidents, and that kept us busy for most of our time, to investigate where there were shooting incidents get closer to the bone but we
had no executive powers, we could not arrest anybody. Whenever we found information that leads us closer to evidence we handed
over to the Ciskei Police who will then carry it out in terms of arrests, charge people and bring them in front of the court of law.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Nel so far. Mr Chairman I don't want to appear as if I am putting the witness under cross-examination. We
are not cross-examining people who appear before this Commission, we ask questions simply to get clarity and I hope Mr Nel will give
us more information as members of the panel pose questions to him. I may have to come back to Mr Nel to ask a few other questions.
I am handing over to you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Sandi. Can I just clarify something Colonel Nel. You said that you were a member of the Ciskeian
Intelligence Service until that was disbanded, and then you stayed behind in Ciskei, you and Mr Swanepoel.

COLONEL NEL: Correct.

MR POTGIETER: And I assume you then formed the Ciskeian
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Military Intelligence?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair if you can allow me just one minute to elaborate a little bit on the situation what existed at that stage.

MR POTGIETER: Certainly.

COLONEL NEL: When I was recruited by Anton Nieuwoudt in May 1991 I was recruited to work for the National Intelligence Service of
the Ciskei. From Bophuthatswana I came to the Ciskei and I was appointed them in Ciskei Intelligence Service. That organisation
existed before I arrived there. At the same time I arrived there in May, end of May, there was a Ciskei Military Intelligence Service
which was under Colonel Gerry Hugo. That was part of the Ciskei Defence Force. Because I had no National Intelligence background
at that stage we were detached from Ciskei Intelligence Service to the Military Intelligence, myself and Mr Swanepoel. We worked with
Colonel Hugo to help him put up a system. There is a long tragic incident that happened there, that resulted in Colonel Hugo leaving
the Ciskei for Transkei, later being charged for the theft of money, and he left the Ciskei and the Military Intelligence of the CDF was
without a head.

At the same time Colonel Hugo exposed a number of things about the Ciskei Intelligence Service in the press which I learnt about in
the press, it was in July/August 1991. This was in fact a month and a half after I arrived there. At that stage it became a controversial
organisation, a lot of it was written in the Press about it and people from Pretoria came down to close this unit down. It dragged on
from August until the end of October when this organisation, after it almost ended in a legal debate and a
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court case, it was closed down. So Ciskei Defence Force Intelligence was without a head and Ciskei Intelligence Services was closed
down. So General Ulshig who was then a Brigadier in charge of the Ciskei Defence Force went to the Head of State, asked him
whether he could keep myself and Mr Swanepoel behind because we are not part of any problem that will implicate, or implications
about the Ciskei Intelligence Service, whether we could stay behind and get the Ciskei Intelligence in the Military, Military Intelligence
off the ground. This was agreed upon. We were appointed in the Ciskei Defence Force as contractual members, at a much reduced
salary and we continued to get the Ciskei Defence Force off the ground that year.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Would you just explain again, did you say that International Researchers was a banking account?

COLONEL NEL: Ja the name International Research was in fact the name of the - if you run covert operations you sometimes register
a company but it is just a dormant company to be able to do transactions with if you don't want to let your intelligence connotations be
known, and the name International Research was in fact the name of the company that was registered to handle their financial
transactions, but they were officially, I think in terms of the decree for their formation called the Ciskei Intelligence Service, the CIS.



MR POTGIETER: So that was a front company that was used for the activities of the Ciskei Intelligence Services?

COLONEL NEL: Correct, that was a bank account that was kept in Standard Bank Bisho to, when they received money from the
Ciskei Government they would pay it into that
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account and then whenever they have to pay people's salaries or whatever financial transactions, contracts, the house that they
rented as an office they would pay it through that bank account.

MR POTGIETER: But what covert operations did the Ciskei Intelligence Service engage in, in order to want to register a company
International Research as a front?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair the operations of Ciskei Intelligence Service or International Research was unknown to me, but I would like
to answer that, I wouldn't like to hold any information back, I learnt everything about this basically in the press, and what I detected in
conversations with other people. How any National Intelligence Organisation, NIA or SAS that's operating today as part of the
legitimate government, I am sure if you do investigation there you will find the same practice, that in the collection of intelligence or
information we work on a more-or-less a percentage that 80% of all information is overtly available, that you can get without using
agents and sources. But there is about a 10 to 20% percentage of information that you need to obtain, that information is only known
to a small number of people, and for you to obtain that information you have to get somebody from that group to provide you with that
information, or you have to get somebody into that group to provide you with that information. Now you cannot take somebody with a
defence force ID card in his pocket and that is known in a defence force to do that kind of work. What is generally referred to is to
"afdekking"(?), I don't know what the English word is, "bedek".

MR POTGIETER: Ja.
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COLONEL NEL: To make the activities of that person appear to be non-military, non-intelligence, and then to get him to have freedom
to work in an environment where he can get information.

MR POTGIETER: So was it for that purpose, was it for the purpose of getting that 10, 20% information via informers...

COLONEL NEL: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: ...that this front company was registered?

COLONEL NEL: I presume in this case it was like that. The operations that I knew in the past, yes, that is how you perform covert
operations. If you want to register your vehicles you can't do it in a way that if somebody goes to the Traffic Department and does a
traffic check on you and finds it's a Defence Force vehicle.

MR POTGIETER: Ja you are concealing the fact that this operation is linked to the Military Intelligence or any Intelligence.

COLONEL NEL: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: Now covert operations, were those operations within the boundaries of the Ciskei or did they exceed those
boundaries?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair are you specifically referring now to the Ciskei Intelligence Service operations?

MR POTGIETER: Ja I am talking about International Researchers and the CIS.

COLONEL NEL: Okay. What I learnt about the operations from discussions and what I read is that their operations were in fact
relating to the state security of the Ciskei, on the four legs of the military threat, the political threat, the socio-economic threat, so that if
that threat originated from outside the Ciskei I presume they had the
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mandate to go and follow that up.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson for allowing me this interpolation. If it was a Ciskeian covert operation why did the SADF officers
come down to come and close it down? What was the relationship?

COLONEL NEL: This is specifically - I know many people will find it difficult to believe Mr Chair, the South African Defence Force went
through a process of cleaning up its act. You know about the CCB that was closed down and a number of other so-called front
companies of the past that was closed down, and they were preparing themselves for changes, and from 1990 onwards a lot of
defence force people who belonged to these elements that were closed down were in fact jobless and they came to places like Ciskei.
Some of them recently joined in large numbers Executive Outcomes just as an example. When the news broke from Colonel Hugo
that this organisation was involved in so-called dirty tricks and illegal activities and that former South African Defence Force members
were involved there was an allegation that this was in fact a re-grouping of former people from these closed down organisations. And
to protect South African interest that is why it was closed down. That is how it was explained to me.

REV FINCA: Thank you again Chair. Were you a member of the CCB yourself?

COLONEL NEL: I was a member of the CCB yes.

REV FINCA: And you were connected with this project, this covert operation?

COLONEL NEL: I was also a member of the Ciskei Intelligence Services for four months, yes Sir.

REV FINCA: Did you get any payment via the fund that you
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have referred to, International Researchers?

COLONEL NEL: For four months I received my government salary via that account. The system how it worked was that Mr Mogadji,
who was the DG of the Council of State would on a monthly basis pay the funds for the Ciskei Intelligence Service out to them by
means of a cheque made out to International Researchers, our salaries were then deposited into the bank account and I was paid with
a cheque from International Researchers for from May, end of May until end of September I was paid by the International
Researchers, yes.

REV FINCA: And are you aware of a statement made in the SADF document which was used in the Pretoria Supreme Court which
alleges that yourself and Ockert Swanepoel actually remained in Ciskei at the instruction of Anton Nieuwoudt to actually continue the
activities of this organisation which was allegedly being closed down?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair to be honest there are so many reports about me in the newspapers that I can't keep track. That is a new
one to me. But I, from what you have stated there I can detect the origin of that, it is most probably an allegation by Colonel Hugo, and
there is no truth in it. I was asked by General Ulshig, and he can come and testify to that effect to remain because there was in fact no
intelligence service left in the Ciskei. They had to go and look for new people. What was left in the Ciskei after the so-called aborted
Jamingele Coup was corporals and I think one lieutenant. No there wasn't even a lieutenant, it was only non-commissioned officers.
So that was what was left in the Ciskei Defence force, or Intelligence force. So I remained because there was a job for me. The fact of
the
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matter Mr Chair is that the South African Defence Force treated me very badly, when they asked me to leave their services and I
ended up jobless and I had a thing in me not to work for them again. Today I work for the South African National Defence Force, it's a
different thing, and people do not understand how CCB members felt when they were told you are useless idiots, you have served us
and now you are no longer good, go, here's your package, don't say anything, don't speak to the press, sign this paper, go. People
don't understand how the people feel. That is why people can go and work for the MPLA government today fighting against Unita who
used to be former allies of the South African Defence Force, because they feel nothing for the former South African Defence Force. So
anybody accusing me of working for the South African Defence Force, after they treated me the way they did, must come with me and
we will have to sit down and I will have to explain to him a few things.

MR POTGIETER: Whilst you are on that point I just wanted to round it off, it appears as if you were then linked to the special forces of
the South African Defence Force?



COLONEL NEL: Mr Chairman I was an Intelligence Officer from day one, or from after my national service in the Defence Force.

MR POTGIETER: But if you say that you were a member of the Civil Cooperation Bureau, then you would have been involved in the
special forces, that's where the CCB fits into the SADF hierarchy.

COLONEL NEL: That is correct. The way I understand it Mr Chair was that the CCB is in fact 3 Reconnaissance Regiment, that is the
organisational name of the CCB according to my
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knowledge. You find 1 Reconnaissance, 2 Reconnaissance and then there is no 3 Reconnaissance Regiment anywhere, 4 and 5 it's
known by everybody.

MR POTGIETER: Ja, but it was a ...(intervention)

COLONEL NEL: It was a special forces organisation, yes.

MR POTGIETER: Ja. It was a covert operation, but just to round off this point have you been involved with the SADF special forces in
the old South West Africa?

COLONEL NEL: No. The time when I was deployed in South West Africa, Namibia today, I was there for 7 years, and I was a
members of Army Intelligence, wearing uniform, I was working in the Intelligence office in Oshakati. I later on became the officer
commanding of the POW camp in Oshakati. I specialised in interrogation.

MR POTGIETER: Was your pseudonym "Charlie November"?

COLONEL NEL: That is my initials Sir.

MR POTGIETER: But that is what you were called whilst you were operating in Oshakati?

COLONEL NEL: No my name was Chris Nel known by everybody because I was wearing uniform. I had no reason to use any
pseudonym.

MR POTGIETER: You have never heard the pseudonym "Charlie November"?

COLONEL NEL: I had four caspers with the name, with my initials, that's my call sign if you talk on the radio, you say Charlie
November and the next guy with the initials of Yankee Victor, he will use that initial as his call sign on the radio for formal defence
communication.

MR POTGIETER: Were you involved in the interrogation of plan fighters that were arrested on the border?
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and given medals for Sir, yes.

MR POTGIETER: Whilst you were a member of the Civil Cooperation Bureau were you operating under the pseudonym Derek Louw?

COLONEL NEL: No I never used the name Derek Louw. I used the name Derek Louw during a commission of inquiry. My name was
Derek Farrell.

MR POTGIETER: Derek?

COLONEL NEL: Derek Farrell.

MR POTGIETER: Farrow?

COLONEL NEL: Farrell, with a double 'R' and a double 'L', yes.

MR POTGIETER: I am sorry I can't hear it.

COLONEL NEL: Farrell, F-A-R-R-E-L-L.



MR POTGIETER: During what period were you involved in the CCB?

COLONEL NEL: Say again Sir?

MR POTGIETER: During which period were you involved in the CCB?

COLONEL NEL: In 1988 we were told to resign from the Defence Force because it was a covert operation and we had to detach from
the Defence Force officially. We were given our final pay on the 31st of March 1991.

MR POTGIETER: And who were you reporting to in the CCB?

COLONEL NEL: We were divided into regions. There were in total I think 10 regions. I was part of region 1 and region 4, which was
Angola and Botswana.

MR POTGIETER: So you were regions 1 and 4.

COLONEL NEL: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Four being the one that operated outside the borders?
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COLONEL NEL: One and four both operated outside the borders, region 6 were the internal people, those were the people who
testified in the Harms Commission.

MR POTGIETER: Who did you report to in regions 1 and 4?

COLONEL NEL: The head of region 1 was Mr Hyner Muller.

MR POTGIETER: And 4?

COLONEL NEL: Corrie Eloffs(?) at one stage and he later died after he left us.

MR POTGIETER: And then who took over?

COLONEL NEL: Joe Verster was in charge of region 4, and Hyner Muller to - that was a relief situation because we were not really
concentrating on Angola. We collected information for the Defence Force for special forces in case of them planning operations in that
area because of the freedom of movement that we had in that area, but it was a low intensity region.

MR POTGIETER: But just to, I just want to make sure that I understand you. In region 4, after Corrie Eloffs died you reported to Joe
Verster who was the managing director of this CCB?

COLONEL NEL: I can put it that my direct head in the period in the CCB I normally worked through Mr Hyner Muller. He was at one
stage the deputy of the CCB.

MR POTGIETER: Now just to round it off and pick up on the point that you've made in response to a question by Reverend Finca, the
head of Ciskei Brigadier Gqozo stated in his testimony earlier today that he's got reason to believe that, to quote him, "you were
playing cat and mouse with him", in other words you were feeding misinformation to him in order to create a situation or create the
impression that there was a major threat, a major threatening invasion by
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the ANC and the alliance to take over the Ciskei by force and in that fashion creating a resistance, a military resistance to the rolling
mass action situation that prevailed at that stage, what would your comments be on that?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair thank you for the question. I heard that accusation made by Mr Gqozo. Nobody had to convince Mr Gqozo
of a threat by the ANC. He was convinced way beyond any information that we had to our availability because he had high level
sources, a company called Multi Media Services which he contracted for a lot of money because he wasn't happy with the information
that we provided him, it was too low level. He was convinced about the threat against him, and I never had to convince him about that.
He wanted me to get better information about that. He wasn't satisfied with our production, that's why he chased Mr Swanepoel away
and it was only integration that saved me. The thing that made Mr Gqozo unhappy, and I am not ashamed to say it today, I did



undermine him in 1993. I leaked a lot of information to the press and there's a lot of journalists who can testify to that. Whenever I felt
that there were pressures exerted on the Defence Force to do things that were not correct, which were not in step with the
democratisation process, you can go and ask Andrew Trench, Patrick Goodenough, even - I can't remember her surname now, Louise
Flanagan, I told them about the formation of self-defence units for the ADM. I gave them evidence. The agreement between us was
that they would publish my name in the articles so that I would be protected from being a suspect. I was then tasked by Brigadier
Gqozo to investigate the origin of this leak fortunately. I later EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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admitted this and there was a newspaper article about this, and I am sure Brigadier Gqozo must hate me for that because I wasn't
willing in 1993 to do anything that is not in line with the democratisation process.

And he wanted us to establish, the Defence Force to establish something like an Inkatha, or something similar to it. They wanted to
train young boys to protect the headmen because the headmen were being attacked. Myself and General van der Bank strategised for
a long time how to go around this because we know once we train people like that, once we issue them with weapons it's going to
become an uncontrollable situation and the fingers are going to be pointing back at us. Then we agreed to go back to him with a
recommendation that we establish Ciskei Defence Force Auxiliary Services, "Hulpdiens", that is a legal system in terms of the Defence
Act, you can have such a system, but I was still not happy with the (...indistinct), so before the first people finished their training I
called (...indistinct) Patrick Goodenough and Andrew Trench and I told them and they made a big write-up about it. It's available if you
want to do a bit of research.

MR POTGIETER: I just want to finish before I allow Reverend Finca to carry on. Did you ever allege to anybody that you were
working, whilst you were in the Ciskei you were working for the South African authorities and you were manipulating, one of your tasks
was to manipulate Brigadier Gqozo?

COLONEL NEL: Ja. I know Mr Chair, I know exactly what you are referring to, it is a test that Jean Ragool failed. She came to me
many times as a peace worker or somebody belonging to Nim collecting information about violence, and
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I assisted her without the knowledge of Brigadier Gqozo because if you mentioned a few names of Brigadier Gqozo he would turn red.
One of them was Andrew Trench, Louise Flanagan, Jean Ragool(?). We had a very informal chat and what I mentioned to her is that I
never broke my old friendships to specific people and what was eventually published in the newspapers were a story, which I believe
made her a few rand, it was sensational that I was still connected to the South African Defence Force. I invite anybody to go and trace
any record anywhere and in future this Truth Commission will sit for months, years maybe and the truth will come out. I was not
connected in any way. I never received a cent of money from the South African Defence Force after I left in 1991.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Colonel. Reverend Finca.

REV FINCA: Chairperson I just will raise one question, but before I do so I would like to just find out Mr Nel whether you would be
prepared to sit down with the Commission for a longer period of discussions? We are amazed, not that we were not aware of it, at the
amount of wealth of information that you have which is essential for us, which needs to underget this process of reconciliation. Without
that information statements of apologies, no matter how well meaning they may be, as I said to Brigadier Gqozo remain hollow. We
need to go to the roots of this thing, expose it for the world to know so that the victims can have some peace of mind. I would like to
find out if you would be able to afford us a period for an in-depth inquiry with the Commissioners on this matter?

COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair, Reverend I have no problem, I have no objection. I am at this stage also involved in the De
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Oliviera Commission, assisting that side, so if there is anything that I can help to clear up, questions that you have, maybe I will have
to apply for a witness protection plan after this but.....

REV FINCA: Okay, definitely we will want to grant that. You testified under the pseudonym Derek Louw in a Commission so you say,
can you please just explain what that Commission was?

COLONEL NEL: That was the Webster Commission Sir.

REV FINCA: The Webster?



COLONEL NEL: The inquiry into the death of Dr David Webster, yes.

REV FINCA: Were you involved in any way in that....

COLONEL NEL: I was called Mr Chair to testify in that Commission. If I can remember correctly it was in 1993 because I was
Intelligence Officer and documents that were available to the Webster investigating team indicated a name, David Webster on that,
and I admitted that that was a document that I had in my possession while I was a member of the CCB and I went and testified there
what the origin of that document was, but unfortunately I have testified in camera because I was also conveying some other
information to them, assisting them. I feel quite proud about my participation.

REV FINCA: Last question Chairperson. I am moved by your concern for victims and that their welfare must be attended to in order for
peace to take root in their own hearts. I am sorry for this rather personal question, but in your operations as ....(tape ends)

COLONEL NEL: ....Mr Chair, and the severance package that was paid to me after the Ciskei Defence Force was closed
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down, that is what I have received.

REV FINCA: There is just one severance package?

COLONEL NEL: I was paid my pension, I cannot call it a severance package. Other people who litigated were paid severance
packages. The people who wanted out and wanted out silently and carried on with their lives they were paid another amount, a
reduced amount, not even enough to buy a house.

REV FINCA: Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Dr Ramashala. I think you were the last one, Reverend Xundu doesn't want to.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you. Colonel Nel do you want to take a sip of water?

COLONEL NEL: I am doing that all the time, thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: Is it correct that one of the responsibilities, or one of the roles of Military Intelligence is to provide information that
will be used in a strategic planning against something?

COLONEL NEL: You find two levels of intelligence, three actually. Strategic intelligence, tactical intelligence and then current
intelligence, basic intelligence. If you collect strategic intelligence, strategic intelligence is normally built up over a period of time to
form a strategic picture. Tactical intelligence is something that is for a short period of time valid and then after a while it lapses. Yes
Intelligence communities collect information not to file it and put it somewhere away. It is to be used by strategic planners.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay, in the case of the Bisho Massacre it would be tactical planning?

COLONEL NEL: Tactical yes is of a short term nature, it's
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an event that is going to be over after that day and the next planning will start the next scenario, yes.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay then is it correct for me to assume that the magnitude of tactical planning is in direct relationship to the
magnitude of the information received? In other words the less serious the information, the less serious the tactical plan the more
serious the information the more profound the tactical plan?

COLONEL NEL: Yes if you have serious information you expect your operational commanders to take it seriously and then to make a
plan accordingly. A serious piece of information can be one short line. It doesn't mean pages and pages of information, but normally
no operational planning is conducted unless information is turned into intelligence. You need intelligence to do operational planning.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay. Then we can assume that since the CDF was carrying live ammunition that the kind of information that was
received from you, and when I say from you I mean the Royal 'You', Royal "You - Unit", that the kind of information that was received
warranted the carrying of live information?



COLONEL NEL: Mr Chair I am sure if you study the document that was handed in by Brigadier Gqozo if it's the same document that I
paged through during my preparations you will see that there's three different scenarios anticipated from Intelligence point of view, to
say that this might happen and this will be the impact and, and, and..... So what was planned by the operational staff would have been
based on the possible scenarios. The most obvious scenario, the most dangerous scenario, different angles of
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possibilities. In that document you will find information, and if people go back on the record you will find that the night before the march
the Ciskei Police came with an urgent application that this march be cancelled because they had information of weapons, large
numbers of weapons, and I think it's the Brigadier, maybe Brigadier Ngcobo or somebody who came forward with the information said
he had that information under oath, that there was going to be weapons in the crowd, amongst the people on the day of the march.
Remembering that most of the Intelligence agencies in the Eastern Cape concentrated on collecting information on that event and
what was building up towards and planning to that effect there were a number of, let's call it rumours, that there will be an armed
element, and there was information about a two-pronged approach. There was information about insurrection, a lot of things going
around.

DR RAMASHALA: In fact the rumours that were spread at the time were sort-of anti ANC rumours, in order to take advantage of the
fear within the Gqozo government.

COLONEL NEL: No Mr Chair, how I classify rumours as pieces of information without any substance that we can link to something. If
a troop comes to me and he says to me and he says to me I am from Izala Village and I have heard in the shebeen last night that the
marchers are going to come armed and they are not going to repeat the mistake of the 4th of August, if they are met with resistance
they are going to fight their way through, I regard that as a rumour. And if the next troop comes to me from completely different
quarters and he comes to me with evidence that an arms cache is situated there for this specific planning and we go and
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have a look at that, that is information. That is something that can be followed up, something that can be confirmed or denied.

DR RAMASHALA: In fact you played a role in making sure that the CDF are ready for any eventuality on that day. When I say played
a role I mean through information.

COLONEL NEL: Our information had to reflect what we have received. It will be a crime from my side to omit the forwarding of
information carried over to me. If there was an incident where people were killed or shot at and I knew about it prior to that, surely I
would be guilty of murder if I kept that information to myself. So everything that comes in I have to process, I have to make something
of it before I send it further. I cannot send raw information, I have to put it in context to say 50 rumours were received about the
possibility of arms being present on that day. So can we ignore it or can we not. We have to take it into consideration when we do the
planning for the eventualities. Military planning is normally done on scenarios, what if, what if, what if, be ready for every possible
eventuality.

DR RAMASHALA: Well one of the sessions is that there was quite a bit of disinformation that was occurring at that time.

COLONEL NEL: The possibility Mr Chair of disinformation in the definition of disinformation coming from a lower level saying false
information, just forward false information, lies, fabricated by sources and from all my years of experience with handling of sources you
get a lot of fabricated information because that guy is normally after money, that's why he's giving you this information.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay.
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COLONEL NEL: And troops who have to stand in the line wants to make sure that you look after his safety. He, in his mind, has this
possible scenario of being shot at. He'll come to you, he'll come openly to you and say he's got this information that he's going to be
shot at, the arms are there, the people came in the previous night already to bury the arms there, that was one of the rumours, and the
marchers are not going to come in without arms, but the arms will already be there, but we do not know where.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay with respect to the role you played, there are various levels of perpetrators, you know the term perpetrators?

COLONEL NEL: Yes.



DR RAMASHALA: Do you consider yourself a perpetrator?

COLONEL NEL: I believe, yes. I was part of a system that suppressed people. Brigadier Gqozo became blunt to the feedback from
the people, he wanted that way and the people wanted that way. And there were two groupings, you were either there or you were
there. I was part of the government. I was part of the system. I was part of whatever names it's called about that government I was
part of it, yes.

DR RAMASHALA: Colonel Nel I am a psychologist and I am going to ask you this question, particularly in the context of your
contribution. When you went to the stadium to view the aftermath and you saw those bodies, what seemed like thousands to you, what
was your gut feeling at that time? Please don't give me this, give me that, what were you feeling at that time in the context of the role
that you played?

COLONEL NEL: Did they know what this was all about? Why
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this person, why that person, why not this person or that person, why not the policemen who was also in the firing line of fire, it was
why, why, why, how. Those questions, still today, I don't know. I don't have all those answers. There were handgrenades or 40mm
grenades launched, what was the reason why that person was sitting on that seat on the pavilion and he had to die, why? That was
one of the troubling questions, when is your time?

DR RAMASHALA: Well you have just given me a military intelligence answer, so I am going to ask you the next question. Do you have
any children Colonel?

COLONEL NEL: I have three.

DR RAMASHALA: How old are they?

COLONEL NEL: 12 and 7 and 2 years.

DR RAMASHALA: In real life our children tend to emulate us, we are role models for our children, I suspect that if you are anything
like me one of your children may want to be in the intelligence service, I am taking probabilities, do you have any discussions with your
children about Bisho and the role that you might have played?

COLONEL NEL: Fortunately they, maybe my eldest son is old enough now to understand, but at the time when all this happened he
was too small to understand. I have an approach in the upbringing of my children to let them understand, they have a lot of fears when
you go away, to be open with them, but I don't think they are old enough yet to understand, to grasp the complexity of the situation.
They become politically aware by asking questions. Why is Mr de Klerk no longer President? Then I explain to them. And in that
context yes, we are busy with an education process, a transformation, also with our children, we have the
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responsibility to ensure that they keep what's best and not the old things that was wrong.

DR RAMASHALA: At the beginning, Chairperson this is the last question, at the beginning of your testimony you started by asking for
forgiveness, but you were facing the Commissioners, I am going to put faces to your forgiveness, to your request for forgiveness, I am
going to ask you to scan the faces to your left on the second, third and fourth row because those are the faces of the Bisho Massacre
aftermath. Those are the victims and survivors and their families. Those are the people who cannot walk away from it. Those are the
people who will continue to have damnation pain. Those are the people who will wonder as you ask for forgiveness what role you
played. And so I want to put the faces to your request for forgiveness and ask you to address them rather than the Commissioners.
You ask for forgiveness and we are not in a position to do that, I am saying those are the people who were directly affected by it, could
you very briefly address them.

COLONEL NEL: Thank you Mr Chair. Thank you for the opportunity. I wasn't aware of the procedures of this Commission, but I am
glad to face the people and thanks for pointing the people out to me. I wish I could do this in Xhosa for the people to understand
exactly, to convey the feeling, but I ask everybody here who was a victim of any suppression in the Ciskei which could have resulted
from directly or indirectly my action, forgive me. I was part of that system, and with hindsight I shouldn't have been. Thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: Colonel thank you. Chairperson thank you very much.
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MR POTGIETER: Thank you Dr Ramashala. Colonel Nel it just remains for me to thank you for having come and thank you for having
wetted our appetites. We appreciate your willingness to sit down with us and perhaps in a different atmospheres and with a lot more
time at our disposal to look at some issues that might be able to assist us in the work that we've got to do. We are grateful for you
having indicated your willingness to assist in that regard, but thank you in general for your testimony. Thank you for the information
that you have shared with us, and thank you for having come today. We are indebted to you.

COLONEL NEL: Thank you. May I go Sir?

MR POTGIETER: Thank you.

---------------------
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MR POTGIETER: From the security establishment, in the interest of time I am going to ask them to go the podium at
the same time and we will take their testimony together and then we can ask whatever questions of clarification we
wish, although that should be limited from the way things are. So can I ask both of you, Brigadier Ngcobo and
Superintendent Raymond Simms to take the podium please.

VUYISILE NGCOBO: (sworn states)

RAYMOND PIETER SIMMS: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: Brigadier Ngcobo we will start with you and I am not going to waste any further time. I am going to
ask you to take us through the submission that you want to make in regard to the Bisho incident. Thank you.

BRIG NGCOBO: Before I start I will just request to give my evidence in Xhosa.

MR POTGIETER: That is perfectly in order. You may proceed.

BRIG NGCOBO: First of all when Brig Ngcobo had taken his position in the Ciskei the senior officers in the Ciskean
Police, he demonstrated and showed that he did not trust them. They were officials from the Republic of South Africa
that came to Ciskei, both in the defence and the police. The whole time the Commissioner in the Ciskean Police were
Black people, but after Gqozo took over people like General
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Viktor were called in. That showed that he did not trust us.

I would like to proceed with the day of the march. First of all on the 28th of August 1992 we were called as senior
officers to the Commissioner's office. We were called by General Viktor. There were also officers of the defence force
there. He told us about instructions about the march from Brigadier Gqozo that there's going to be a march on the 7th of
September. He told us that there is not going to be any permission for the march. In that meeting on the 28th of August
Colonel Simms and myself were pointed out and delegated that we are going to be in charge of certain duties.

On the 2nd of September 1992 there was yet another meeting. Colonel van der Bank was the Chair of that meeting. In
that meeting Colonel Nkosana was pointed out as being in charge of the defence force. Even in that meeting it was
stated that permission for the march will not be granted. This is how things were planned.

The police were supposed to control the crowd. The defence force would be at the Bisho stadium and then the rest
would be behind the Ciskean Development Bank. They would be called by the police should need arise.



The last meeting with the defence force was on the 6th of September in the offices of the defence force. Even there there
was no conclusion as such. We continued with the decision, that is the police that would be in charge of controlling the
crowds, they would then call on the defence should need arise.

On the 7th, that was the day of the march, I reported at work as usual at 6:30. What shocked me and surprised me
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when I got there things did not go according to our decisions made in the meetings. I was surprised to see a member of
the defence at that Fort Hare campus. I took my car and drove around. I saw members of the defence force next to the
telephone exchange building. I saw yet other members of the Ciskean defence force on the northern side of the Bisho
stadium. After I came back I went to General Viktor. I then asked what had changed and how. He pretended that he did
not know anything.

I picked up the phone and phoned the man that was supposed to be in charge of the defence on the ground. That was
Colonel Nkosana. I did not get hold of him. I personally went there to the offices. I did not have the right to talk to the
members of the defence force. I did not get any officer of the defence force. I think this was after nine o'clock. I was
supposed to be in charge of the operations. I still did not know that permission had been granted. It was only after nine
o'clock that I got the information that permission had been granted. I asked General Viktor if permission had been
granted, he said yes permission had been granted. I asked how the route goes. He then said that when the crowd arrives
at the border they will turn towards the stadium.

At that point I went back to the police that had been deployed to the Bisho routes. Our aim as we planned was to protect
the government buildings at Bisho. The way from Zwelitsha to Bisho had police. The gravel road from Hanover to
Bisho also had police in it. The route from Kei Road to Bisho also had police. Next to the telephone exchange there
were police there as well.

On that same day, if I remember well it was towards one EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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o'clock or after one. The people from the march came towards the main road, towards the razor wire that was supposed
to be a barrier. I was not too far from this. When they got there the first group turned towards the stadium and the others
followed. The first group entered the stadium and then there was another group on the northern side of the stadium. At
that point I heard shots. The people were not going according to the three meetings that we'd had. It is not the people
that were going towards the stadium and Bisho that were shot only, but also the people from the main road in King
Williamstown towards the stadium were being shot at.

I was under the impression that the permit stipulated that they would go from the borders towards the stadium. I don't
know what the shooting was for. A lot of damage and people being injured were people from on this road towards the
stadium.

During this time that I was on the scene I had a Commissioner, General Viktor, he took command from me.

Lastly I would like to say, besides the three meetings that I had held with the defence force it is clear that there are other
meetings that were held that I did not know about. The deployment of the members to the Fort Hare branch, telephone
exchange and the northern side of the stadium I know nothing of. I only saw this on the day of the march in the
morning. That is all I have to say. Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: I am going to go over to Superintendent Simms and we will ask you to just get the microphone to
your side. I am going to ask you to proceed. You were the head of the Riot Unit of the Ciskei police at that stage is that
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correct?

SUPT SIMMS: The Ciskei Riot Unit.

MR POTGIETER: Okay. Would you like to proceed.

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman just before I proceed my statement is in Afrikaans. It is not to delay the Commission's
inquiry or anything to that effect, the reason for that is it's a copy of my statement in the criminal docket which is still at
the Attorney General's office for his decision. Permission if I can read it in Afrikaans and then I will answer the
questions to the best of my ability in English.

MR POTGIETER: Very good. You may proceed.

SUPT SIMMS: ... in what General van der Bank said regarding feeling sorry for the family and the relatives and friends
of the people that were killed in the massacre. You know Sir it's easy to say you're sorry, it's only that word "sorry" after
a problem has occurred and something like that has happened, but I just want to say that we all in South Africa say
nowadays that we are Christians and now I don't want to quote pieces out of the Bible and that, and make as if I am an
angel or that, but I think that we must move away from this "I, I", self ego-centred problem and start working together
and then we'll get much further. I am going over to my statement Sir.

I, Raymond Pieter Simms declare under oath in Afrikaans. I am a superintendent in the South African Police stationed
in East London, area commissioner's office.

MR POTGIETER: Could you please be a little bit slower.

SUPT SIMMS: I served under the area commissioner in East London. Currently during 1992 I was a major in the South
African Police and I was seconded to the then Ciskei Police Force. I was appointed as the commanding officer of the
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Ciskei Riot Unit.

During August 1992 information was received that a march would be held by the ANC/SACP alliance to protest against
the regime of Brigadier Gqozo, the chairperson of the Military Council in the Ciskei. This march would allegedly move
from King Williamstown to the Ciskean Parliamentary buildings. The march would take place during September 1992
after a failed march led by the ANC/SACP alliance on the 4th of August 1992. I might just qualify why we say a failed
march during August, the 4th of August, information which we received then was that they also wanted to march
through the Parliamentary buildings but couldn't reach them. Joint planning sessions were held by the Ciskei police
force, Ciskei defence force and Ciskei Traffic Police. These meetings were held on several dates in 1992, in September.
The meetings were attended or initiated by the Defence force of the Ciskei and Brigadier van der Bank of the defence
force was the chairperson during these meetings. During the meetings the conduct of the group of people on the 4th of
August 1992 was discussed, inter alia the position of the person in command of the police on the ground was discussed.
During the march on the 4th of August 1992 problems were experienced by myself who was then in charge of the police
on the ground, in relation to the fact that the leaders of the march ignored myself completely during the negotiations and
relaying of messages to headquarters. Because, this is just conjecture, possibly because I was a White person or because
they knew I was a seconded member or simply just too low in status and rank. Whatever the reason I was ignored.

A further problem which was experienced by myself was
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that the Ciskei police did not have any razor wire at its disposal and that led to marchers intermingling with the police
whilst negotiations were continuing between Brigadier Gqozo and their leaders. Razor wire was then ordered from
Pretoria and then two container units of razor wire were received.

During some of these meetings, especially at the one during which we considered who would be the commanding
officer on the day was Brigadier Ngcobo and Brigadier Sam of the Ciskei Police headquarters. They were present. At
the meeting it was decided that Brigadier Ngcobo would be the commanding officer of the members during the march
and he accepted it as such. Brigadier Ngcobo was also, by virtue of his appointment at head office overall in charge of
the riot unit. I therefore fell directly under his command.

Chairperson may I just add something here to perhaps cut short a long story. As a seconded member it was my task to
give information and also to give leadership and training and guidance on all these issues, so even if I had been in
command myself I would have acted in exactly the same way. I just wanted to make that clear.

Further decisions taken at these meetings as a result of information received were inter alia the march had been
prohibited by the military dictator, Brigadier Gqozo and had to be stopped at the RSC/Ciskei border. That was an
express instruction which was decided at these meetings. It could not go further than the Ciskei border. According to the
Chairperson express instructions were received from Gqozo that the marchers would not be allowed under any
circumstances to enter Ciskei territory.

Commandant Nkosana from the Ciskei defence force would EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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be in charge of the defence force members deployed on the ground. Brigadier Ngcobo from the Ciskei police would be
in charge of the police on the ground. In other words the riot unit was the first line of defence. And also because of the
reasons mentioned in paragraph 4 obtained.

The Ciskei defence force would only act in support of the Ciskei police. When the Ciskei police could not handle the
situation anymore Brigadier Ngcobo would then orally, by means of Brigadier Nkosana request them to take over. The
police would then withdraw.

The following information, which was also submitted to the meeting, and it was considered, namely that the organisers
of the march would approach Bisho from various directions and try and spread the manpower of the police and defence
force; that there was an open piece of land between the Ciskei People's Bank and the Supreme Court that this would be
occupied for 24 hours by the marchers; that Brigadier Gqozo would on that day, 7 September, would be removed as
head of state on that day.

On the 2nd of September various people visited the area, myself included and a copy of my diary is attached for that
particular day. I see it's not been attached but that means it's probably still in the docket. The main road between Bisho
and King Williamstown was checked and we decided on the various spots where the police and defence force would be
deployed. The fence was inspected since this fence could be used by us as a blockade by putting the razor wire across
the road right up to the fence. The Bisho stadium itself was not inspected since during the planning it was decided that a
company of defence force members, now I don't know Chairperson a company of defence force members
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would be about 120 members approximately, it was decided during planning that a company of defence force members
would be deployed within the stadium. The stadium was therefore, at no stage in the planning, made accessible to the
marchers. It was therefore not necessary to check the stadium as well as all the fences around the stadium. The Ciskei
defence force members would also be deployed at Fort Hare University grounds as well as the dirt road in the area. The



dirt road in the Jongalanga Road, and it's the road which leads to the Post Office.

The defence force would be deployed about 100 metres from the border and seen in the light of this planning the Ciskei
defence force could not act before the police actually withdrew. That will become clear later from the statement or
perhaps from my answers to questions later on.

The Ciskei defence force was present in a supporting role since the police did not have enough manpower to actually
deal with the march. The Ciskei police force's strength at that stage was about a 1800 members and that included men,
women, members on leave, on sick leave etc, that included the whole lot and they were about 1800.

As a result of events on the 4th of August 1992, events preceding that day, namely, the fact that businesses had been
burnt down, there had been stonings of cars, people had been killed in Ndantsane and various other areas in Ciskei it
was decided that sufficient members had to be deployed in all the bigger centres to prevent a repetition of this. And this
further tied up the police manpower.

On Sunday an interdict was obtained by the ANC in the Supreme Court, Bisho, against the declaring of the meeting as
illegal. The Supreme Court gave judgement and referred
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the application to the magistrate of Zwelitshwa for his decision on Monday. On the 7th during placing of the police
members, that is the day of the actual march, the 7th of September at 7 o'clock in the morning during placing of the
police members as well as the defence force members the march was still illegal. In other words we had received no
contrary decision from the magistrate or the Supreme Court so it was still illegal.

The planning as set out in the paragraphs in the statement were put into operation. The Ciskei defence force members
were also deployed in terms of our planning. The Bisho stadium was occupied by them. The Ciskei police force
members were put in position about 9 o'clock about 100 metres from the RSA/Ciskei border.

The two containers of razor wire were taken from the southern part of the national road to the northern part of the road
right opposite the Bisho stadium, that is from the Fort Hare campus right up to the Bisho stadium, the southernmost
fence. The razor wire was then attached to the fence with other types of wire and this was about 20 metres within the
Ciskei. Road blockades were erected by the Ciskei police and these were withdrawn.

The front line of the Ciskei police consisted of about 15 members armed with teargas and rubber bullets. The members
also had their normal 9mm side arms with them. About 10 metres behind them there were about 20 members armed
with shotguns and birdshot and rubber bullets as well as their side arms. About 10 metres behind the second line there
were 15 members with R5 rifles and behind them was a vehicle or vehicles were parked with their faces fronting east.
There were members of the riot squad in these lines
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because they had better training in this type of conduct and situation. At that stage they were about the only people who
had training in riot control, and therefore it was thought that they would not panic so easily.

The riot unit at this stage consisted of 70 members and that included officers. Brigadier Ngcobo was not yet on the
scene at the time. At about 10 o'clock that morning Lieutenant-General Viktor, the Commissioner of the Ciskei police
appeared on the scene and then told me that the march had been approved by the magistrate of Zwelitsha on condition
that the marchers only go up to the stadium and that the marchers would only be able to enter the stadium from the west
side and not from the Jongalanga Street side. In other words the side closest to where the marchers would come from.



Brigadier Ngcobo at this stage was with Lieutenant-General Viktor. Lieutenant-General Viktor then told me that he had
borrowed some more razor wire from the SAP and I then erected this extra razor wire to try and prevent the marchers
from entering the stadium by the police station side. The defence force members had to withdraw, had to be withdrawn
by their commanding officers to be deployed elsewhere.

I told Viktor that the gate on the western side of the stadium was not big enough to accommodate the hoards of people
and that two other gates at the back of the stadium had to be opened. These gates unfortunately were padlocked.

The arrangements and the steps which I took I took because I saw that he was not planning to do anything. That is now -
I apologise I have jumped ahead here. I will repeat. I told Viktor that the gate on the western side of
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the stadium was not wide enough to accommodate the hoards of people who wanted to enter the stadium and that I
would try and open two other gates at the back of the stadium for them. These gates had been padlocked. He, however,
told me to leave the gates locked because the gate on the western side would apparently be sufficient for the people to
gain access. I then went to the razor wire behind the stadium and saw that the one gate would definitely not be sufficient
and I then tried to open one of the other gates. I couldn't open the gates and then I took steps to try and open the gates
because I saw that Viktor was not intending to do anything.

As a result of the granting of permission by the magistrate that the marchers could use the stadium which was entirely
unforeseen and under the circumstances in which the march would take place, Brigadier Gqozo's attitude towards the
march and the Supreme Court's judgement on the 6th of September our planning actually became a bit confused and the
new arrangements and the deployment of troops as well as the obtaining of new razor wire meant that the police
finished their tasks at the Ciskei/South African border about 20 minutes before the start of the march. We had trouble
with some of these razor wire containers. We had to use a bit of force to get them over the fence of the stadium so we
wasted time there as well.

At about 12 o'clock the march, approximately 30,000 people approached the road blockade near the border, a large
group stayed near the fence and others started tampering with the fence and started pulling at it. Some of the people in
charge of the marchers, they were marshals tried to prevent these people from fiddling with the wire. After

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

13 R P SIMMS

some minutes the foremost group started moving to the left. They started running towards the left. They sang and
danced all the time and they started entering the stadium. At this stage I thought that there would be no problems and
that the organisers would adhere to the magistrate's conditions.

Lieutenant-General Viktor was present throughout. Some of the marchers entered the stadium and others ran in
amongst, between the fence and the security police. This group ran past the southernmost entrance of the stadium and at
this stage I saw that the marchers were trying to remove the razor wire. ..(tape ends) Viktor then instructed me to take
some of my members to the back of the stadium to see where the large group of people were moving. I then sent three
members, two of them had radios, before they could report back to me I heard a shot on the eastern side, the Jongalanga
Street side of the stadium and the next moment I heard automatic gunfire and the soldiers on the Fort Hare side started
firing then. Shots sounded next to me in the tarred road and I knew that there was chaos because people were shooting at
random. All the police members who were in the direct line of fire just ran for cover.

General Viktor and myself found shelter behind a casper wheel and I heard two very loud blows, like explosions, I
wasn't sure, however, where they came from. After about three minutes the rifle fire died down and the other members I
told them to actually move away from the line of fire and to withdraw. We then fell back and the group dispersed and
ran off in all directions. I don't know who fired the first shot or shots. It is therefore clear that the situation went



completely out of control and that the defence force had not yet, at that stage, when the firing started had
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received an order from myself or Viktor or Brigadier Ngcobo. At no stage did the police act or fire. That is just a
formality at the end. That is all.

MR POTGIETER: Are there any questions to any one of the two witnesses? Advocate Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Although Mr Ngcobo had chosen to give his testimony in Xhosa I think I will
have to ask this question in English because it will have to be answered by Mr Simms as well. Now let me start by
asking, are there any corrections or points of disagreement that you want to make to the testimony of General Viktor?
You were here when he gave his testimony, are there any important issues that you think you should express your
disagreement and say you do not agree with him? If none I can just proceed and ask the questions I want to ask. Do you
want to correct General Viktor on anything he said this morning?

BRIG NGCOBO: Yes, first of all he does not agree that he was there. He gave me instructions which means that he was
in charge. He said that he was not in charge.

SUPT SIMMS: At this stage I don't think there's any serious differences that I would like to change. When I get to
something that's serious I can address it if that's in order with the Chairman.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Mr Ngcobo you said before the shooting which occurred on the date in question
you noticed that what was happening in the Ciskei was that Gqozo, because he was not trusting some of the members of
the force, if not all of them, there were people who were coming from South Africa to take over the running of things in
the Ciskei, would you say what sort of people, what kind of people were coming from South Africa to take over?
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BRIG NGCOBO: In the defence force their officers that came, there are officers from the Ciskean defence force that
Brigadier Gqozo did not trust.

MR SANDI: Do you think he didn't trust members of the Ciskei security forces because there were fundamental
differences on fundamental issues?

BRIG NGCOBO: I think that because he did not trust us there are other things that would happen, for example, Gozana
being shot I only heard it from the radio, on the news, I should have known this because I was ....

MR SANDI: You said there were other separate meetings that were being held with some other people somewhere else,
were you referring to these people?

BRIG NGCOBO: The reason for me to say that in our plannings of the defence force with Van der Bank and the others
we came to the conclusion that the members of the defence force will be deployed at the stadium, others will be at the
People's Bank, but on that particular day when I arrived at work in the morning there were members of the defence force
who were deployed in Fort Hare campus. It was obvious that there was another meeting that I was not in. Those were
my views.

MR SANDI: Mr Simms do you agree with the suspicion of Mr Ngcobo when he says it appeared that because of the
confusion that was happening around the preparation for the march some meetings were being held somewhere by some
other people, do you agree with that suspicion or notion? Did you at any stage entertain such suspicion?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman if I say it's a suspicion, what's the word we use, let's say via the grapevine it did come to



my knowledge after the Bisho massacre that meetings were
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held between the Ciskei defence force and other role players, but not before. I didn't know of any meetings before. Most
of the meetings, as I stated in my statement with the dates here, it so happened that at a quite a few of them that
Brigadier Ngcobo could not be present at a lot of them and then he was represented by me again, so, but the suspicion ...
(intervention)

MR SANDI: Would you please be more specific about other role players were attending such other meetings?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman again if they want me to say where's your proof I won't be able to give it but meetings
were held by the Ciskei defence force, South African defence force, etc.

MR SANDI: The International Researchers people, were they also attending such meetings?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman it's the first time I heard about that organisation or department in this hearing this
afternoon.

MR SANDI: Don't you read the newspapers, you've not seen newspapers talking about such a body that existed in the
Ciskei up to the time it was disbanded?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman I am not going to tell a lie, there's such a lot of organisations and bodies and stuff that's in
the newspapers now that I am not going to say that I read that about that one. About the Ciskei Intelligence Service I
know, but not the one that they mentioned here.

MR SANDI: Okay. Let us talk now about the meetings both yourself Mr Ngcobo, and Mr Simms attended. The
meetings you both attended were they being held during day time or at night?

BRIG NGCOBO: All the meetings used to be held during the
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day.

MR SANDI: What was the tone of those meetings? Would you say there was a general acceptance in these meetings
that the people who wanted to march to Bisho had a right to do so? Would you say there was an acceptance of that
principle in general at such meetings?

BRIG NGCOBO: In these meetings what was important, what was discussed because the defence force was dominating
these meetings, they wanted to - Brigadier Gqozo refused that the march, that the people should demonstrate.

MR SANDI: Do you have anything to say Mr Simms on that? I want to know the tone of such meetings, was it a
hardline tone or was it generally accepted in principle that those who wanted to march had a right to do so?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman it's good that that question is put to me. At one of the meetings, I can't specifically
mention which one, I suggested for the role players, when I say role players, Ciskei defence force, police, that are
involved in the protest marches and that to contact the organisers of the march to negotiate with them, in that way we
would see what they were planning, they would know what our plans are and we could work out a plan. It was put to the
Chairman at that stage and the reaction was, the Chairman of the meeting, the meetings that we attended at that stage,
the reaction was that on previous occasions the head of state, Brigadier Gqozo was confronted with suggestions such as
this and he just bluntly refused.



MR SANDI: Was it the understanding at all such meetings that South Africa was going to give the necessary logistical
support for the march?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman logistic support for the march in
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which way, to the Ciskei police or the Ciskei defence force or?

MR SANDI: I want to ask you about the razor wire. If in preparation for the march you happened to have a shortage of
the razor wire was it part of the arrangement that you could go and get that from the South African side so that you don't
have a gap and people get shot by moving into the gap?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman no there was no arrangement previous to the march by the Ciskei police and the RSA
police that we'll get razor wire from them. The decision for General Viktor to go to King Williamstown where the South
African Police were posted and to get some extra razor wire from them was after we heard that they had agreed, or the
magistrate has authorised the march to go into the Bisho stadium. I can just also mention that the gap, as General Viktor
earlier said, that the gap in the fence was right on the other side, on the eastern side of the stadium and nowhere near the
gate where they would have gone into the stadium.

MR SANDI: Did you hear when Mr van der Bank said you did everything that was humanly possible in the
circumstances to prevent the tragedy, what have you got to say on that? Do you agree with that?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman it's difficult to say 'humanly possible'. I would like to have seen at least another 400, 500
policemen there. But as I have pointed out earlier in my evidence that we only had 70, and now this is my own opinion
again that if we used the rest of the Ciskei Police that weren't trained we might have had them also participating in the
shooting after the defence force
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started shooting in that panic, we might have had a worse situation there. But what we could have done at that stage, I
would agree with, we couldn't have done more at that stage.

MR SANDI: One last question. Do you think the head of the Ciskei, Brigadier Gqozo could have done anything in the
circumstances to prevent this tragedy? Do you think there is anything he failed to do which he ought to have done to
prevent the tragedy? If yes what do you think he could have done?

SUPT SIMMS: Mr Chairman my opinion again, I will agree with General van der Bank that the police as well as the
Ciskei defence force were used as a political, can I say, soccer ball or whatever the case may be in that situation. The
politicians could have prevented the shooting from occurring.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sirs. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Sandi. Any other questions? Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: What is your clan name?

BRIG NGCOBO: I am from Ngonde clan.

REVEREND XUNDU: I want you to clarify this for us. This is our common problem. When you see the police do they
clearly say that Gqozo should go down and get another government?



BRIG NGCOBO: The reason for us to be there in that situation is because we could see Gqozo's direction. It is because
we refused to take some of the orders from him?

REVEREND XUNDU: And example of that?

BRIG NGCOBO: Some civil servants were dismissed from work. They were evicted from their houses. Just before you
do
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anything you must first check whether the eviction order is there then you must seek for the procedure so that one
should be protected. This is one of the reasons why Gqozo used to hate the police.

REVEREND XUNDU: Another question. Did you think that the police were cooperating with White police or the
Blacks, did you think that it's only the White policemen who were interested in that job?

BRIG NGCOBO: They were using the White policemen to force us to work as the Black police.

REVEREND XUNDU: So can you say it was in their interests to continue without any transformation in the country?

BRIG NGCOBO: Yes I can say that.

REVEREND XUNDU: There is this massacre, what is your suggestion to try and reconcile those families as some of
your relatives were involved there, what could be your suggestion especially on people who were used in this manner to
try and reconcile with these people so that there should be unity and peace again? What is your suggestion?

BRIG NGCOBO: What happened was very painful especially to a person who observed, who was looking at this thing,
because you could see that no one was supposed to die if people had given a thought. I suggest that there should be
negotiation and there should be peace after that.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Rev Xundu. And to you gentlemen, thank you for coming to assist the
Commission with your evidence and information surrounding this incident that we are looking at.

We are about to conclude for the day. I would like to thank the members of the public for having attended and having
gone to the trouble of sharing the events around this EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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incident.

We must also say that the matter is proceeding tomorrow and in view of the fact that some of the witnesses who were
supposed to have been heard today had to stand over until tomorrow we would like to proceed very strictly at 9 o'clock
tomorrow morning with the proceedings.

Also Ms Pumpla Gobodo-Madikizela will not be able to, unfortunately, grace this panel with her presence tomorrow.
She has got to leave us. We thank you very much for having been here today and for your input.

We are now adjourned until tomorrow.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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MR POTGIETER: I will now move on to Bongiwe Gloria Skepu, and hand over to June Crichton.

BONGIWE GLORIA SKEPU: (sworn in)

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Mrs Skepu. You have come to tell us about the murder of your husband on that day, the 7th of
September 1992. He was a 29 year-old man and at the time he was working as a postman and his name was Zanethemba Skepu, is
that correct?

MS SKEPU: Yes it is so.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you say that you were not there at the time, can you tell us how you heard about it and what the
result of your hearing about it was?

MS SKEPU: On the 7th of September my husband got up in the morning and went to the march in Bisho. We stayed together with our
little child. Our child was seven at the time. I looked up to my husband, even the child looked up to the father. My husband then went to
Bisho. At about one o'clock I listened to the news. I realised from the report that there were shootings in Bisho. I saw the people that he
had gone to Bisho with coming back and he was not amongst the people. I just assumed that he is still coming. I slept without seeing
him, without hearing any news.

In the morning of the next day a lady from our area came to me, she asked me if my husband had come back, I said no he did not
come back. I was starting to feel restless because a lot of time had elapsed. I went together with a lady and a gentleman from my
family, we got onto a taxi to Grey Hospital. Before we got to the Grey Hospital I realised that the people I was with were talking about
something. I was not sure what it was they were talking about. The taxi then stopped and I was told to get off the
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taxi. There's a lady they were talking to in the taxi. I was told to get off the taxi because my husband is in Frere Hospital. They told me
he was injured in the leg. I then went home. I had no hope at all. I got home. My mother-in-law wondered why I had come back and I
told her that I was told to come back home.

These people came back after a short while. They said they saw Zanethemba in Frere Hospital, he had been injured in the leg. I
realised that people kept on talking to each other and excluding me. I then went to one of them and asked exactly what happened, then
they still would not tell me.

I then was told to go to my mother-in-law. Two men came, if I am not mistaken, but before they came the ladies from our area came to
my home. It was a very hot day. I was sitting outside. These women came in and sat in the house. Then two gentlemen came by. They
told us that my husband had passed away in Bisho. That was the last time I heard about him.

MS CRICHTON: Just take your time.

MS SKEPU: It was not my wish to break down because my child told me not to cry but just to talk. He is now eleven years old.

MS CRICHTON: .... have broken down, we do understand that. I'd like to move on now. In your statement you say that your husband
was buried at a mass funeral, is that correct?

MS SKEPU: Yes it is so.



MS CRICHTON: And then subsequent to that you approached attorneys, Smith Tabatha and van Heerden and you asked them for
their advice, is that right?

MS SKEPU: Yes.
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MS CRICHTON: What was the outcome of that? (The speaker's mike is not on) What was the result of that approach to the attorneys?

MS SKEPU: I went to the attorneys in October, I don't remember the dates. The attorneys said I must bring my ID and my marriage
certificate, also the death certificate. My son's birth certificate as well. I brought all these documents to the attorneys. I waited. I don't
remember whether it was in May or June but they called me. I went to them. When I got there I went to Mr Smith. Mr Smith gave me a
cheque, it was worth R69 000, that is the last time I liaised with the attorneys.

MS CRICHTON: Please speak up, some of the Commissioners are not hearing you.

MS SKEPU: The attorneys in June called me, either in June or May. I went to them, they gave me a cheque of R69 000, that is the last
time I liaised with the attorneys.

MS CRICHTON: You mention that as a result of the incident it has left you with depression and as you said earlier on feeling very
lonely without your husband, are you on any kind of treatment for the depression?

MS SKEPU: No I am not under treatment.

MS CRICHTON: Where are you staying at this time?

MS SKEPU: I stay in Mlakalaka, back home.

MS CRICHTON: Your statement said that you didn't have proper accommodation because you've had to move away from the place
you were in before when you were being supported by your husband, is that correct?

MS SKEPU: Yes it is so.

MS CRICHTON: And you say that you have a request to the Commission what is that?
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MS SKEPU: My request is that my child be educated.

MS CRICHTON: You just have the one child?

MS SKEPU: Yes I have one child.

MS CRICHTON: What standard is your child in now?

MS SKEPU: He is in standard three.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Skepu. I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you June. Thank you Mrs Skepu.

------------------
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__________________________________________________________

MR POTGIETER: Before I ask Tiny Maya to announce the names of all the witnesses
that we will hear now, can I just repeat a call on you when you leave the hall
not to take the headphone sets with you, but to leave it on the chair when you
go out. Can I please ask you cooperation in that regard. Leave it behind when
you leave. Thank you. Tiny would you announce the witnesses please.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. This morning I am going to bring forward
names of victims of this human rights violation hearing in this Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. I will name the victims in chronological order. We
will hear seven victims this morning. Bushy Petros Vantyu, he will talk on
behalf of himself, attempted murder. Ellis Nombeko Mfenqe will talk on behalf of
her late son Monde Ben Mfenqe. Bongiwe Gloria Skepu will talk on behalf of
Zanethema Skepu, the late. Nongaliphi Lenha Nzilane will talk on behalf of the
late Ndodana Harold Nzilane. Kelvin Nokhumzi Khundulu will speak on behalf of
the late Sipho Khundulu. And Lawrence Mangoma will speak on behalf of Mbulelo
Mangoma. And Delila Matshamba will speak on behalf of the late Mxoleli
Matshamba. These people either were injured or passed away on the Bisho Massacre
in September 1992. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much Tiny. Can I ask you to call the first witness
and to swear him in.
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MR SANDI: Mr Chairperson I call forward Bushy Petros Vantyu, Alice Mfenqe,
Bongiwe Skepu and lastly Nongaliphi Lenha Nzilane.

BUSHY PETROS VANTYU: (sworn states)

ALICE NOMBEKO MFENQE: (sworn states)

BONGIWE GLORIA SKEPU: (sworn states)

NONGALIPHI LENHA NZILANE: (sworn states)

Mr Chairperson all the victims have been sworn in.

MR POTGIETER: The testimony of Busy Petros Vantyu will be facilitated by
Advocate Sandi. The testimony of Alice Nombeko Mfenqe will be facilitated by Ms
Maya. Bongiwe Gloria Skepu will be facilitated by June Crichton, and Nongaliphi
Lenha Nzilane will be facilitated by Ms Maya. I hand over to you in that
sequence, thank you.

MR SANDI: Mr Vantyu before this Commission tell us what happened to you on the
7th of September 1992 at Bisho when you were a member of the crowd that was
marching into Bisho. According to you on that day an attempt to murder you was
committed in that when members of the Ciskei Defence Force opened fire you were



also shot at. We also understand from your testimony, your written testimony
which you prepared yourself, that you intend to give the Commission some light,
some information on a number of aspects which you think are relevant when the
Commission is looking into this incident. Now I hand over to you Mr Vantyu.

MR VANTYU: Thank you Advocate. First of all I would like to apologise to the
floor because I will speak English to read my statement. I felt it is necessary
to make some introduction, to give light into the situation that existed in the
Ciskei prior to the march as I was employed in the ANC office at that time.
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My name is Petros Vantyu and I reside at 11 Kudu Avenue, Theresa Park, Pretoria.
I am currently employed by the National Intelligence Agency. Before the
formation of the new agency I was a member of the Department of Intelligence and
Security, that is DIS of the African National Congress, and was based on the
Border Regional Office of the ANC. My responsibilities included, amongst others,
office security, security of national leadership when visiting the region and
information gathering. I lived in Mdantsane which fell under the former Ciskei.
The information gathering duties led me to work mostly in the areas of Ciskei
where there was a lot of repression. Repression in the Ciskei. Early in 1991 I
learned from reliable sources in Bisho that Brigadier Oupa Gqozo had a unit
called International Researchers, Ciskei Intelligence Service, headed by Anton
Niewoudt. I believe maybe a lot of people know Niewoudt's background. He was one
of the people who was responsible for the training of the Caprivi trainees.
Brigadier Gqozo was reported to be really scared of Anton Niewoudt and was hero-
worshipping him. That was according to the sources.

The unit had been formed around August 1990. Other members of the IRCIS that I
can still remember were Clive Brink and there was a mistake here, instead of van
der Bank, it should be Ted Brussels, Chris Wana and Colonel Gula. This unit was
responsible for sewing a lot of disinformation in the Ciskei. I don't know
whether Brigadier Gqozo was party to the disinformation or not.

The IRCIS once spread lies about Chris Hani and Bantu Holomisa planning to
attack the Ciskei. The people in this region will remember that coming in the
Press. The IRCIS
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was committed in creating acts of destabilisation in the Ciskei. They once
staged a bogus raid in Metfort in Ndabatemba area. The took policemen from
Zwelitsha and Widdlesea and told them that they were going to raid Mr N Mabusela
and Mr M M Mjumbuntqla. This information I got directly from some of the police
that were involved in that particular raid. In that operation Clive Brink shot
from inside Mr Jombuntqla's house and he claimed, that is the IR, claimed that
it was an MK terrorist who did the shooting. In the shooting that followed one
policeman was injured on the thigh. I went to interview the old man Mr
Mjumbuntqla and saw the bullet holes on the wall and ceiling. He told me that he
and his wife were pointed with firearms and he was questioned about terrorists.

On February 9 1991 I got information that a number of senior Ciskei Defence
Force officers had discovered a huge quantity of arms in a house used by the IR.
The house is situated within the ministerial complex in Bisho. The weapons which
were of Eastern Bloc origin included AK47 rifles, RPG9's and SAM 7's. SAM 7's
are surface to air missiles. And the Commission will note that some of the
weapons mentioned here are similar to the consignment that was sent to KwaZulu
Natal by de Kock.

The beans were spilled to the other officers by Sergeant Major Vuyumelane who is



now deceased, who had been recruited into the unit. He also revealed a list of
people who were going to be killed by the unit. The list, according to the
officers, including MK members, ANC leaders and people within the Ciskei
administration that were regarded as stumbling blocks.

When the officers moved the arms from the house and
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took them to Battalion 1 base in Bisho they were shot at by a group of soldiers
at the base. Brigadier Gqozo claimed that they were staging a coup and arrested
them. In that incident Lieutenant Tqumata was killed. According to the officers
the only thing that Niewoudt was concerned with when he arrived at the base was
his weapons which he took away. Nobody knows up to now where Niewoudt took those
arms. The arrested officers appeared in court on two or three occasions and the
charges were dropped and Brigadier Gqozo fired them from the CDF.

One aspect that I've omitted in my written submission is that the said officers
here had compiled a demand to Brigadier Gqozo that he should resign because they
felt he doesn't represent their needs anymore. The only people who had not
signed that particular memorandum were only Brigadier Jemangele and Mr Makuzana,
I can't remember his rank. The charges were dropped because, according to my
analysis, court proceedings would have revealed the conspiracy to murder people
and derail the negotiation process in Codesa. It would also reveal the fact that
some of the Ciskean officers were not happy with Brigadier Gqozo's authority.

The IRCIS was reported to have closed down at the end of August 1991 after Mr
Breytenbach, the then deputy minister of Defence had visited the Ciskei. In
reality they did not. Some people like Clive Brink left, but others moved
quarters to house no.2 in Ballas Estate.

Other incidents of repression in the Ciskei. During the course of my duties in
the region I used to visit community members with Peace Monitors of the ANC. In
August 1992 I visited the Dwashu and Olifant families whose members EAST LONDON
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were killed by unknown people using a BMW on 26 August 1992. When I enquired
about the BMW I learned that it belonged to the Department of Foreign Affairs of
Ciskei. At that stage I used to have the particulars of that BMW, the
registration number and the colour, but I can't remember them now. And I also
know the person who was responsible for the vehicle but I couldn't mention him
here, because I didn't inform him that I was going to cite his name.

According the source in the morning following the death of Olifant and Dwashu
the BMW had been used by two young men and it had dust, the (...indistinct) and
another policeman had to drop these young men who were carrying Uzzi submachine
guns at the Youth Training Centre near Mount Coke.

Another source of violence in the Ciskei was the Peace Force. The Peace Force
was a group of youths which was recruited from the rural areas of Ciskei and
were trained in Wesley and armed with G3's and pistols. And in this regard
there's a similarity between what happened in KwaZulu Natal, the arming of
people with G3's and some other firearms which were put around the chiefs for
their security. I interviewed one Peace Force member who had volunteered
information in Rocklands in the Ndabatemba area. He told me that only ADM people
were accepted in the Peace Force security and their duty was to protect headmen
and other government property.

During that period Brigadier Gqozo had imposed the headman system which was
rejected by the people. The Peace Force people were involved in beating members



of the community. I interviewed a number of people that had been
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beaten by the Peace Force. ANC people had to seek permission from the headmen
before holding meetings. This led to confrontation between the headmen and other
members of the community.

In November 1991 about 13 members of Umkhonto weSizwe who stayed in Mdantsane
were arrested in an early morning raid by the Ciskei police. They were only
released when President Nelson Mandela. During that period I had to be on the
run because I was lucky I was not arrested. I don't know the reason for their
arrest even today.

I was involved in numerous interviews with people who had been assaulted by
Ciskei soldiers. One time I went to one family in Gamneyba in whose house a
handgrenade had been thrown by a CDF member who used to live in that village. A
child was killed in that incident. I felt so useless when I talked to members of
that family. Here I was being a member of MK talking to people who had been
terrorised and maimed and yet could do nothing except pass the information to
Peace Monitors.

I would like to expand on this point. You could imagine how people's hopes would
be raised when you go with members of the organising committee and peace
monitors of the ANC and you are introduced as an MK member to a person who has
been attacked with weapons and the people, the high esteem they had for MK, and
you know that the policy of the ANC at that particular moment was that all armed
activities were suspended, you know on your emotional being that that particular
person who has been there in that situation you really feel is working on your
emotions, but there is nothing you can really do.

The first Bisho march. Here I am subject to correction EAST LONDON HEARING
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on the date which I've written was the 6th of August 1992. The Tripartite
alliance held a march to Bisho to demand free political activity in the Ciskei.
The march was led, amongst others, by the late Comrade Chris Hani. When we
reached the border between Bisho and King Williamstown Ciskei security forces
both soldiers and police refused us entry into Ciskei. Negotiations took place
between the leadership and Ciskei police who were apparently in charge of the
situation. The head of the march, that is the first column of the march was
about ten metres from a group of soldiers who were in kneeling position pointing
rifles at the marchers, a message came that Mr Pik Botha, then Minister of
Foreign Affairs wanted to speak to Comrade Chris Hani over the telephone. I was
amongst the people who accompanied Comrade Chris to Amatola Sun for the phone
call. I could hear from Comrade Chris' conversation that they were talking about
the prevailing situation, that is the march. After the call we went back to the
march and it was decided that we should go to the Bisho stadium.

In this regard I would like to point out what has been put in the submission
this morning that the RSA government was not able to intervene in matters of the
Ciskei. As far as I could gather from Comrade Chris' conversation with Mr Pik
Botha over the telephone, he was negotiating between Chris and the Ciskean
administration, hence the agreement was reached that we should go into the
stadium. Here I am in my mind I am trying to say I believe the South African
government was able to intervene in matters regarding the Ciskei. I am using
this as one of the examples.



After the march nothing changed with regard to freedom of political activity in
the Ciskei. On the same paragraph
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I would like to refer to some testimony that was earlier given here by Major
General Olschig(?) who in one paragraph refers to himself having drafted the
report in which he set out his extreme displeasure at the situation with which
the CDF had been confronted during that march, that is the August march. I would
like to put on record, that is according to my experience, that is absolutely
untrue. Some of the marchers at that stage even drank from a water truck that
was provided by the Ciskean police. There was no confrontation at that stage.

Bisho massacre. The Bisho massacre occurred when the ANC was involved in rolling
mass action all over the Republic of South Africa. As part of that mass action
it was decided that another march to Bisho should be held. The purpose of the
march was to occupy Bisho for 24 hours and hold a people's assembly there.
Previously the Tripartite Alliance had occupied East London for 24 hours, and I
was involved in that occupation of East London. I was involved in the
preparations and the build-up to the march to Bisho. At this stage I would
request to the Commission that I submit some photos that I still have of the
march. Fortunately I have been keeping them as photos I have been having.

I would also like to put on skipper, jacket that I was wearing that particular
day which will be relevant in my testimony at a later stage, if the Chairman
pleases.

MR POTGIETER: Yes no problem Mr Vantyu. Thank you very much for these
photographs we've got that, and you are free to....

MR VANTYU: I will be just two minutes.

MR POTGIETER: Okay.
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MR VANTYU: As the Commissioners might have seen this is the skipper jacket that
I was wearing on that particular day.

On the day of the march, 7 September 1992 we left the regional office of the ANC
in East London for King Williamstown. There was a road block of the SAP on the
road to King Williamstown. When we reached Victoria grounds in King Williamstown
I learned from the marshals that there were roadblocks on the other roads to
King Williamstown as well. At this point I would like to inform the Commission
that I was involved in the training of those marshals in crowd control, as the
person who was responsible for security in the region. I taught them how to
conduct searches for arms and all those things, which most of the time when they
were executing their duties I used to help them with.

The leadership held a meeting at the offices of the Border Council of Churches
after which the march proceeded to Bisho. During this march I was not assigned
to bodyguard anybody in particular but assisted the marshals with crowd control,
hence I was always at the head of the march. I must point out that the stated
objective of the march was that we are going to march into Bisho, and I wanted
to make sure that I was always at the front of the march because I knew most of
the marshals because of the position I held at the office. Along the route of
the march there was a heavy deployment by both the SAP and SADF. They also
deployed, that is the SA security forces in the ravine bordering King
Williamstown. Comrades will remember if you go on the route to King Williamstown



on the left there is a ravine that goes down there with bushes and there were
soldiers
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deployed there. Their deployment was different from the previous march that we
held to Bisho.

When we reached the Ciskei border we discovered that the route to Bisho, that is
the tarred road was closed with razor wire. At this stage some negotiations took
place between members of the national Peace Committee and some of the
leadership. In the meantime deputy minister Ronnie Kasrils and other comrades
went to the stadium. I saw them walking along the fence of the stadium. On their
return they reported that there was a gap in the fence which we could use as an
access route to Bisho.

Just behind the razor fence there were Ciskei police personnel, that is on the
tarred road. I could see CDF members along the fence of the Parliament next to
the building of the Fort Hare university branch and on the road leading from the
other side of the Bisho stadium. It was decided that Ronnie Kasrils and other
leaders would lead a group that should go towards the stadium and then change
course and go through the gap in the fence. I went with this group. We went
towards the stadium, that is we entered the perimeter fence of the stadium and
we went inside and suddenly changed course to the gap in the fence. I was
running on the right flank of the group, that is if the Commissioners can
remember the geographical setting in Bisho. The right-hand side I refer to would
be the one towards the tarred road, towards Fort Hare branch, I was at the
extreme of that group, always running with the front people.

When we were about 50 to 60 metres beyond the fence I suddenly heard gunfire. I
tripped in a ditch but didn't fall and as I turned to my left to look for Ronnie
I felt
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something terrible happening on my right flank, that is here. In actual fact at
that stage I thought I was hit by a rubber bullet or something. ...(tape ends)
....but could get no answer. I called on Ronnie and told him that I was hurt. I
tried to crawl to him and his bodyguard Toto, but couldn't move my right leg.
Toto and Ronnie crawled to me and I showed Toto how to use my radio but still
nobody answered. Ronnie said I should hold on until the shooting stops. When the
shooting stopped I was carried by four people including Ronnie and Comrade Smuts
Monyama. They put me under the entrance to the Bisho stadium, which was nearest
to us, that is there are those tunnels that covered the entrance. As I could
notice and later ascertain from other comrades I was the only person hit on the
front group. Some injured people were brought from the stadium to the same
entrance.

I would like to emphasise this point. As we ran through the gap in the fence the
only soldiers that I could see were the soldiers that were deployed along the
dirt road on the other side of the stadium, and in my experience if those
soldiers had shot at us, if it was that column of soldiers that shot at us they
would have hit us from the front and they would have hit most people in that
column. Hence it is my belief that most of the people that were shot at in Bisho
were shot by people who were either shooting from the Parliamentary side or the
Fort Hare University side. And I also believe that I was shot by those people.

I will ask the Commission that I would like to demonstrate the inlet and outlet
wound at this stage Mr Chairman.



MR POTGIETER: Is that also the relevance of the clothing
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that you put on?

MR VANTYU: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: Alright I will just place that on record. When Mr Vantyu took the
stand after giving an introductory section of his testimony he asked permission
to change his clothing, the top part of his clothing. He was dressed in a black
top or black jacket when he came on the stand and he had with him in a shopping
bag the clothing that he says he wore on the actual day of the incident which is
a, looks like a beige to me from where I am sitting, a beige windbreaker and a
beige skipper, sweater. And Mr Vantyu now wants to demonstrate the entrance and
the exit wounds that he sustained on the particular day. Would you please go
ahead.

MR VANTYU: I don't know how you are going to see or should I come down there?

MR POTGIETER: It's okay we can see there, it's alright.

MR VANTYU: The inlet wound is right on the spine if you look at - can you see
the black dot here?

MR POTGIETER: Yes there's a ...(intervention)

MR VANTYU: Right on the spine.

MR POTGIETER: Right in the middle of your back there's a small stain that you
have pointed out which indicates the entrance wound?

MR VANTYU: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: Right next to your spine?

MR VANTYU: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: Right.

MR VANTYU: The outlet wound is right on the flank, this is the outlet wound.

MR POTGIETER: Right on the right-hand side of the body

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

14 B P VANTYU

there's a large - can you just lift it up again please, there's a larger
brownish stain and what appears to be a cut, wound that has healed on the side,
the right hand side of the body.

MR VANTYU: With this I would like to demonstrate the fact that when we were
running through the veld the Fort Hare University branch was on our right,
almost at the back, and as the shooting started I turned towards my left to go
towards Ronnie, and my analysis is that I was shot by a person from this angle.
If you look at the clothes, though the inlet wound looks very tiny it's not
directly on the spine if you look at it, the small dot here, it's a bit on the
side.

MR POTGIETER: Yes right next to the spine.



MR VANTYU: The same thing you can see on the skipper, the sweater, it's not
directly where you saw the dot, and my analysis is that as I was turning the
bullet hit me on the muscle because I twisted and it went out on the other side,
meaning which I was shot by somebody on the Fort Hare University side.

MR POTGIETER: Definitely not from the front, it was definitely shot from behind.

MR VANTYU: Not from the front.

MR POTGIETER: Okay.

MR VANTYU: A group of comrades were on the entrance I could notice that others
were close to tears. I could feel that something was terribly wrong with the
right-hand side of my body just below my ribs and I could see blood on the
skipper I was wearing. One Coloured guy tore the T-shirt I was wearing
underneath and rolled it and told me to press it hard on my side. I felt very
thirsty and asked for water

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

15 B P VANTYU

and as I drank it I immediately vomited. I was taken by three comrades, Mze
Mbatemba, Kenenan one whose name I didn't know in an Audi to Grey Hospital in
King Williamstown. As we moved out of the stadium people were crying and
shouting that we should stop there were other dead people.

The comrade I didn't know kept on asking me questions and I kept on answering
but I couldn't understand why. When we reached Grey Hospital I was put on the
floor and there were people lying all round bleeding. Some were crying and
others were groaning. I saw Dr Sekupa and as she passed by I grabbed her by the
dress and told her that something was terribly wrong with my side. She called
and someone telling her that I had disembowelment. She put a bandage tightly
around my waist. She also put me on a drip. Then came Comrade Joe Jongle and his
brother Zwai and they took me to Frere Hospital. I fell asleep when we
approached Berlin and woke up when we reached Frere Hospital.

I was told that I was going to be operated on and my relative had to sign a
document. I asked to sign it myself as there was no one. The last thing I
remember is lying on my back looking with interest at the bright light above me.
The next thing I was lying in a ward with a huge operation scar on my stomach,
the hole on my side. I would like to also demonstrate the operation that was
made on my stomach.

MR POTGIETER: Certainly.

MR VANTYU: Starting from here and it ends up where the belly ends.

MR POTGIETER: The scar is right in the middle almost over the length of the
stomach on both sides of the navel, I'd say about 10 to 12 centimetres. Thank
you.
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MR VANTYU: Thanks. The doctor told me that the entrance wound was on the back
and the exit on the side. A lot of people used to visit me at the hospital. Then
Miss Lumika Makubalo a nurse in our ward noticed members of the Ciskei Police
who were looking for an injured soldier called Bushy. Bushy is my MK name. She
noticed that their behaviour was suspicious and informed the authorities. They
did not tell her their names but she knew they were Ciskei Police.



The hospital authorities informed the ANC office and I was secretly moved into a
private ward. Only my family members whose names were registered at the hospital
were allowed to visit me. Even my colleagues at the office could not visit me. I
missed those visits a lot.

Two of my younger brothers had to take turns in being my security guards. They
had to stay literally on my bedside all the time. I was discharged from the
hospital on the 17th of September 1992. I insisted on being discharged. My wound
on the side was still open and I walked painfully and slow. I couldn't go back
home and had to stay with a friend in town.

In conclusion I would like to make various appeals. The first appeal would be to
former Ciskei soldiers. It appears to me that the Bisho massacre was a pre-
planned incident judging by the manner in which the security forces were
deployed both on the RSA and Ciskei side. The declaration of certain districts
of the Border region as unrest areas by the RSA government on the 5th of
September 1992 can only lead one to conclude that they were privy to some secret
information. This has been corroborated this morning by Minister Kriel when he
says they had information that there was going to be problems and trouble. I
would
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maybe ask the Commission in that sphere maybe to ask him what was the problem
and trouble they were foreseeing.

I would like to appeal to the soldiers who were involved in the shooting to come
to the Truth and Reconciliation Committee and tell the citizens of this country
what orders did they receive prior to their deployment. I sort-of believe that
the testimony of the commanding officers only around the Bisho massacre won't
lead us anywhere near the truth. If possibly the people that did the shooting
could come and seek amnesty and forgiveness and give out their sincere
understanding of the events on that particular day would be the better option
for me. I plead with them to come and tell the people what exactly happened
during the massacre. I also appeal to Brigadier Gqozo to cure himself. I have
learned that on some occasions when the Brigadier was asked to come it was
reported that he was ill. To my analysis you know his illnesses are caused by
the various things that he keeps inside. Maybe it's going to help him when he
lets them out. Quote to the Brigadier the arc defenders of apartheid are telling
it, why not you Brig?

I appeal to leaders of political parties to stop making political mileage of our
tragic past but to tell it as it is. The process is costly, that is the TRC
process, but worth it of course. The sooner it is completed the better.

Then my appeal is also to the TRC. The compensation given to some of the victims
of the Bisho massacre is pathetic and a disgrace. I have read from Press
cuttings that people, some people who had their relatives killed in Bisho got as
little as R500,00, and I must state that that hurt me. I mean I got R8 000 which
I was not really
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worried with, but how come can I get R8 000 and somebody who has his relative
killed and gets R500,00? Logically I can't understand that. Let the Ministry of
Defence and the attorneys representing the victims come public and tell the
people how much was the settlement amount, I mean the whole amount and why did
some of the families of the deceased receive as little as R500,00?

I would like to thank the Committee for giving me this opportunity to come and



give my side of the story. Of course I didn't have enough time to prepare and I
wouldn't have loved to go beyond my terms of reference, but there's a lot of
information I would have loved to gather around the events of the day, but I
feel the best people are the perpetrators to tell the truth. Thank you Mr
Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: I thank you in anticipation Mr Vantyu. I am not going to entertain
questions at this stage. I am going to first take the testimony of the remaining
three witnesses and then I'll ask the panel whether they would have anything in
particular they would want to put. I assume that you are finished with the
questioning Advocate Sandi? Thank you.

--------------------
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MR POTGIETER: I am going to move on to the last witness of this group,
Nongaliphi Lenha Nzilane and Ms Maya will assist you with presenting your
testimony.

MS MAYA: I greet you today. You are also going to talk about your son, Mlungisi
Harold Ndodana Nzilane who was shot and passed away on the 7th of September 1992
in Bisho. Could you tell us exactly what happened to your son.

MS NZILANE: On the 7th of September I did not go to the march but my two sons
went. A lot of people were coming back from the march but my son. Even my other
son came back. I asked where Ndodana is, he then said he doesn't know, the last
time they saw each other was at the stadium in town. They did not see each other
again.

MS MAYA: When did you find out what happened?

MS NZILANE: I found out the next day. One of his friends told me that he saw him
in hospital in East London. His brothers had already looked in Grey Hospital and
also Cecilia Makoena Hospital in Mdantsane. They came back saying they did not
find him. His friend found out that he was in East London. People came to me on
the second day, people from the community came to tell me.

MS MAYA: When his friend saw him in hospital was he already dead or was he still
alive?



MS NZILANE: He was dead.

MS MAYA: The people from your community had they come to tell you that your son
had passed away?

MS NZILANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: How was Mlungisi?

MS NZILANE: He was working in Da Gama, he was a grown man.

MS MAYA: Did he have his own family, a wife and children?

MS NZILANE: He was not married but had two illegitimate
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children.

MS MAYA: Where are the children?

MS NZILANE: The children are with their mothers. The one is in Snart Park and
the other in Mdantsane.

MS MAYA: Could you give us their details even maybe later?

MS NZILANE: About the children?

MS MAYA: Yes about the children.

MS NZILANE: I am sure I could give you the details, I don't have them handy but
they often come to me because the father used to support them totally. He worked
in Da Gama, was paid weekly and he would give them money weekly.

MS MAYA: According to your statement your son would help you at home to support
your family, could you perhaps elaborate on that, how did he help you?

MS NZILANE: Nongisi was paid weekly, he helped me a lot by educating his
sisters. The one went to Mxenge and the other was at the Border Tech. He helped
me support them. When he passed away they were not through with their schooling
but I did that.

MS MAYA: Are they working?

MS NZILANE: The one who was at Mxenge is not working, she does not have a job.

MS MAYA: Do you have anymore requests or anymore information about Mlungisi that
is not in the statement here that you would like to add?

MS NZILANE: What I want you to know is that Mlungisi has these two children,
that is what is troubling me the most. Mlungisi would support me as well. But
what is most painful is to see his children, won't these children please be
educated and be put through school. The one has started in Mdantsane but the
youngest has not started school yet. I
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think she should be in pre-school.



MS MAYA: Did you perhaps request help from any attorneys?

MS NZILANE: Yes I did request.

MS MAYA: Which attorneys did you go to?

MS NZILANE: I went to Smith.

MS MAYA: Did you get help?

MS NZILANE: Yes I did get help.

MS MAYA: Did you get any compensation?

MS NZILANE: They gave me some money?

MS MAYA: What is your request to the Commission?

MS NZILANE: My wish is that these children be educated. I also ask if I would be
helped with my child that is unemployed. I only receive a pension.

MS MAYA: Do you get a pension?

MS NZILANE: Yes I do get a pension.

MS MAYA: Is there something else?

MS NZILANE: No there is nothing.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mrs Nzilane and to you as well Tiny.

---------------
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MR POTGIETER: Are there any questions to any one of the four witnesses? Mr
Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. My question is addressed to all the witnesses
as they are sitting there. As you have heard that a man who was Head of State in



Ciskei when people were shot is going to be here tomorrow, do you perhaps have
requests to put forward to this man, Gqozo.

MRS NZILANE: Yes Sir. I have a wish that Gqozo speaks out. We have given the
burden to you that you help us, feed us, support us, but this all should be
Gqozo's burden because he is responsible for all this. Maybe he can tell us what
caused him to kill so many people. After that I have never been well. I had a
picture that would never go away from my imagination of my children, our
children, and people's husbands, Gqozo should somehow give an answer to tell us
what happened.

MR SANDI: According to Mrs Mfenqe's statement when she concludes she says that
the person who gave orders that people should be killed should be prosecuted.
Mrs Mfenqe could you elaborate please?

MRS MFENQE: Thank you Sir. It is my wish that Gqozo be prosecuted. It is also my
wish that he tells the truth as it is. He must not leave out anything.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Mfenqe. Thank you Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Pumpla?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: ...(indistinct)

MR POTGIETER: ....the point that Advocate Sandi raised in regard to a request to
Brigadier Gqozo, please go ahead.

MR VANTYU: I will request that Brigadier Gqozo come here and tell the truth.When
he does tell the truth he must know that I forgave him a long time ago because I
realised even
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way back then when we would go to Bisho with our leaders that he is not very
wise. Could he help himself please and liberate himself from all the pains that
he's going through and tell the truth. This is not his burden, it is not his
fault, it is the White man that were oppressing the Black man. These White men
committed the worst of crimes, worse than him. He is just last in a string of
bad things that were committed by the White man. That is all I have to say to
the Brigadier.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Vantyu. Pumpla?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Bushy that is what I wanted to
touch on as well. As Mrs Nzilane said that the burden is on Gqozo's shoulders,
but what we must investigate is that the burden of the then South African
government where does it start and where does it end? You were all here in the
morning when Mr Kriel told us about how he sent his men to Ciskei so that a
police force would be built and also a Ciskean Defence Force. My question is
when he told us that this would take over the Ciskean Government why was it then
necessary that a Ciskean Police Force and Defence Force would have to be built
up? What was the point and what was the motive? These are the things that I
think the Commission should investigate. Because according to their statements
to day and their submissions they say that they blame the ANC and Gqozo, but I
think we should investigate properly why it was that people were deployed to
Ciskei, what was the cause and what was the motive.

A burden that sits on our shoulders as a Commission is that when we talk about
reconciliation what exactly are we referring to? When you call people here to
tell the truth
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what is it exactly that we are going to reconcile? What are we going to look at?
When people come here, people who have lost husbands, people who have lost
children that were breadwinners, the deaths of these people impacts on the lives
of these people. It is not only a gross violation of human rights, but people as
a result of this have been disempowered. The Black man has always been a social
outcast, without citizenship, without anything. People were oppressed because
they were powerless. When we say that we are reconciling what happens to the
dynamics of power of the time? If those power relations are still intact how are
we going to talk about reconciliation if people are suffering to this day? We
should therefore go further than the point of just apologising and saying sorry,
but look at the fact that people are impoverished and look at how these people
can be helped.

What I am saying Bushy and the rest of you is that you are giving us a
challenge, a challenge that evokes from us a sense of wanting to help. Thank you
Mr Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Any other questions, Hlengiwe Mkhize? Please go ahead.

MS MKHIZE: Mr Vantyu I just have a few questions. You, in your statement you
indicated that you were a member of the Department of Intelligence and Security
of the National Congress, can you just indicate to us as to for how long did you
hold that position? That is my first question.

A second question which I am not sure whether it's appropriate or not to ask but
I am compelled to ask you, as a person who played a major role in this region
did you anticipate any problems while you were facilitating the march? If you
did, did you take any precautions? By saying EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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did you anticipate any problems you have just said to us that you planned to
occupy Bisho for 24 hours, so when I say did you anticipate any problems I am
just wondering whether you anticipated an armed reaction on the part of the
establishment, and if you did you know what precautions were taken? Or now as
you are looking back how do you see that kind of a strategy?

MR VANTYU: Thank you Commissioner. In response to your first question, I don't
know whether you want me to indicate how long I have been a member DS inside the
country or from the onset.

MS MKHIZE: Actually as I am asking this question I wanted you to tell us as
Commissioners, in a way to assist your credibility, you know for how long have
you held this position, both outside and inside the country?

MR VANTYU: I have been a member of DS since 1987. In response to your second
question, you know the problem in the Ciskei was not the soldiers or the police,
the problem in the Ciskei was the leadership and its advisors. Hence you saw the
top cream of the CDF being discharged from the army. When we were organising the
march, like you would remember there were a lot of repressive incidents in the
villages but we still could go to the villages and we were compelled, because
our people lived in those villages, they wanted to be part of the transformation
in South Africa. They were members of the ANC, they wanted to strengthen their
branches, and they had that resolve to go to Bisho and make the statement to the
Bisho administration that the vast majority of the Ciskean people do not agree
with the administration of Brigadier Gqozo. And I was happy with the measures
that were taken. We had more than 1200 marshals
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many of which I have worked with, and I was sure of their capability. And I've
put it on record that that particular day I was not assigned to bodyguard any
particular person but to assist with the marshals, with the marshalling. We
didn't, I didn't really think that we would be shot at at Bisho, not at all. I
never got indication that we would be shot at, hence I was running in the
forefront. I wouldn't just run into gunfire, I love my life. I still value it,
and I valued it then. I was surprised. In actual fact when I was hurt I thought
I was hit by a rubber bullet. It's only during the process of being hospitalised
or when in the process of getting out of the stadium when people started saying,
calling on us that there were dead people, you know I couldn't really believe. I
was telling my friends and colleagues yesterday when we went to inspect the spot
where I was shot yesterday that I am happy that I was shot. I am happy that I
didn't have to experience what they experienced, to see all those people dead in
front of them. Thank you Commissioner. I don't know whether I have answered your
question in full.

MS MKHIZE: Well just as a follow-up I really do not understand what exactly do
you mean if you say you didn't anticipate an aggressive reaction on the part of
the establishment, I mean given your experience in intelligence surely you knew
in this country how committed the Homeland leaders were in their small little
islands which had been created for them?

MR VANTYU: To the contrary, like I put initially, that some of the soldiers and
policemen in Ciskei were against Brigadier Gqozo, but they were employed by him.
In actual fact they were favouring the ANC. So in that sphere I
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didn't anticipate that they would shoot at us. Of course I'd expected maybe if
they were so foolhardy in preventing the march they might fire teargas or
something. But in terms of firing live ammunition I didn't anticipate that. In
actual fact we received utterly no information on our side as members of DIS
that people were - or the measures that were going to be taken.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Vantyu. Any other questions, not? Thank you.

Well it just remains for me to thank you for coming and testifying and to thank
you for reminding us that it was flesh and blood, it was people who were
involved in this incident because it's so easy if one listens to the
politicians, if one reads the Commission reports, it's statistics. It tells you
nothing of what actually happened. We thank you for bringing that back to us and
for demonstrating that even now, even up to this stage you are still very, very
deeply affected by what happened. We thank you for that.

We have taken to heart your appeals, the appeals that you have made, the various
points that you have raised. At least the positive thing about this Commission's
involvement in this incident is that a lot of the unsatisfactory ways in which
this incident was handled before can be addressed through the process of the
Commission. And there is at least a bigger probability of doing justice and
undoing some of the injustices that flowed from this incident. We thank you for
coming and we wish you well. Thank you very much.

We shall take the luncheon adjournment at this stage, and we shall reconvene at
14:10.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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MR POTGIETER: Dirk van der Bank on the stage please.

DIRK ADRIAAN VAN DER BANK: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: You have been approached to assist the Commission in looking into the incident which has become
known as the Bisho massacre.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: And without any further ado I am going to ask you to please make your submission in that regard.
Thank you.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you very much Mr Chairman. Mr Chairperson first of all I would like to say that it must
be a very painful experience, and through you I would like to speak to the people to be sitting here. It must be a painful
experience for us all that were there that day. I also want to say that I think, especially for those people who have lost
their loved ones, it must be very painful to come here and to re-live that horrible incident that happened that day. I can
say nothing, and I want to say it in public, I can say nothing else than to admire the courage of the people who have lost
their loved ones to come and sit here and re-live every moment of that again.

I also want to say I lived in Ciskei. I was appointed as Deputy Commander after the Jamongile affair, and I had to resign
from the South African Defence Force, because I was asked, there was a crisis with the leadership in the CDF if
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I would mind to take over. I said yes I will at high risk of losing everything that I have done for 20 years in the South
African Defence Force. I am not saying this to you because I am saying it to the panel, but because I liked the country, I
loved staying here. I have seen children walking every day to school unlike other people are used to taking in smart cars
to school, they walk 20 to 30 kilometres to school without water, the basic food etc, and they are still smiling. I have
seen people driving past them with empty cars, not giving them lifts. I have seen that to other people, to the older people
also. People standing in queues for pension for hours and hours without basic facilities. That is one of the reasons why I
stayed, I thought that maybe we can help.

I was acutely aware of the fact that when I arrived here the soldiers were seen as a sort of another community. The
soldiers and the rest of the Ciskean people. I tried my best to rectify that, because I know it's not only being a soldier, a
soldier is also part of the community. That man must come from somewhere, and that somewhere is a community. He is
still part of the headman system. He is still under the authority of his father, so I had to appreciate all those inputs whilst
being the deputy commander, and I tried my best to accommodate that.

I was there, I was not one day absent from my duty. I stayed in Ciskei. I went through all the grief, the joyfulness,



everything that happened in Ciskei I went through that.

In the absence of the then commander I have said to the people, to the soldiers, that we realise that soldiers are not
entities, that soldiers have family, loved ones all over EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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the country and most probably because you cannot pressure somebody to belong to a certain political party, that most
probably some of his closest relatives will be in the march. So in the absence, when I briefed the politicians and I said to
them, I was on record, three things, four things, I said to them please there must be a political solution to this
beforehand, there must be no shooting, because Ciskei and its people cannot afford any harm to anybody, any human
right violation, we cannot afford that.

Secondly integration was a fact, it was a question of time. So why rock the boat now, nobody needs it. There were
people with careers in the Ciskei that should go forward.

Thirdly, there must be a political solution to this. There is no other solution to the march that was to come. And I was on
record, and I was so confident that I left my family in my home, they were 800 metres from the march, I said that there
will be no shooting that day, I trust that everybody will stick to the agreed contracts.

We did everything humanly possible to avoid any shooting.

Lastly, from my side, I would like to say, it was the most horrific and tragic experience in my life. I cannot talk on
behalf of other people, but I can presume in their lives too. When the shots started it felt like a hammer blow in my
stomach, and I said to myself God, no, this cannot be happening. What else can I do but to say I am truthfully sorry on
what happened that day. I am trying my best to feel with you. I am waking up for the last four years every morning re-
living the moments. It is engraved, I think I will take it to my grave what happened that day. EAST LONDON
HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

4 D VAN DER BANK

Should I have said or done anything wrong that could have contributed to this tragedy I can only ask forgiveness, I
cannot ask the people to forget. I can only ask forgiveness.

Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you General. The comment I would like to make is to say that you are definitely a person of
courage and such a contrast to other testimonies that we have heard in this regard. But let me ask my fellow panellists
whether they have got any questions that they would like to pose to you. Advocate Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr van der Bank can I ask you, you say on that particular day you did
everything humanly possible to prevent the tragedy, is that to say that you anticipated that something could happen on
that day, and can you tell us what steps exactly did you take to try and prevent this tragedy?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman thank you. I was deputy-commander, I was not the commander on that day. All
the steps that we have taken, I appreciate your question, we have tried to do before that day. We have briefed the
politicians of Ciskei, we have briefed the RSA politicians, and like any military activity you spell out certain scenarios
and you give advice on what you think would be the best. If that is ignored then there is nothing I can do about it. That
is what we did Sir. And we were all very relieved, I think at quarter to 12 that day it came through that an agreement has
been reached that the march can proceed to the Bisho stadium. We were all relieved that some sort of solution has been
reached.

MR SANDI: Can you say why you thought something could
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happen on that day, why did you think there could be havoc on that day?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Sir, Mr Chairman it was general talk. There were so many incidents beforehand, rumours
running around, conflict between all parties which we know what happened, so it was the possibility that something
could happen was not ruled out.

MR SANDI: What was the official attitude to these rumours, were these rumours or talks going around believed by the
authorities?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I cannot talk for them Mr Chairman. I have anything within my capabilities to say that a
political solution must be reached, please, reach a political solution.

MR SANDI: Did you personally believe such rumours?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman rumours are not facts, but if one lived in Ciskei at that stage and we have all
lived there and you have seen all the incidents, experienced all the incidents then anything could happen.

MR SANDI: When you say you were the deputy commander on the day in question, is that to say that you were
exercising delegated authority, someone, that is the actual commander had delegated his powers on to you?

GEN VAN DER BANK: No Sir, the commander was General Olshig(?).

MR SANDI: He was in charge?

GEN VAN DER BANK: He was in charge, yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chair.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Sandi. Were you stationed at the complex of the defence force or were you out in the
field?
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GEN VAN DER BANK: I was stationed at the complex Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: And were you part of the relaying of the order to fire?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes I was part of that Mr Chairman. Can I give you more detail on that?

MR POTGIETER: Ja please.

GEN VAN DER BANK: When the crowd moved in there were factions, if I can call it that of the crowd running all
over, going there, coming back, going there, it was chaos. The noise was such that I couldn't hear the people talking next
to me. It was terrible. When the crowd ran through the stadium they got out of line of sight from me. Soon afterwards
the operational commander, Colonel Nkosana shouted to me on the radio and said, "they are shooting at us, they are
shooting at us", and I said to him "are you sure that they are shooting at you?" So there was a quiet period again. And
then he came back in a panicky voice and he said "they are shooting at us, they are shooting at us, they are going to kill
us." And I said "are you sure", he said "yes they are shooting at us". I relayed that information to the then CDF
commander.

MR POTGIETER: To General Olshig?



GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes. I could not determine from where I was standing, because of the noise and the chaos that
took place, I could not determine whether it was taking place or not and I had solely to rely on the commander on the
ground.

MR POTGIETER: And did General Olshig then pass the order back to you and said well let them open fire?

GEN VAN DER BANK: The order came back to fire, I think implicating using minimum force at first.
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MR POTGIETER: And you relayed that to the operational ...(intervention)

GEN VAN DER BANK: I relayed that to Colonel Nkosana.

MR POTGIETER: Right.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Which I had instructions beforehand that only such force must be used as is necessary to avoid
loss of life.

MR POTGIETER: And so the order you gave was simply just to open fire, you didn't qualify it in any way, that was
your understanding already?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Sir the situation was so chaotic and intense and the tone of the operational commander's voice
was such a panic, I cannot describe it to you, and he had training, he was a senior commander, and he had training in
that, and the command to fire doesn't mean everybody just starts firing.

MR POTGIETER: But factually you simply just relayed an order to open fire?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I just relayed the order, there was no time to explain.

MR POTGIETER: Okay. Any other questions? Do you want to finish off, okay Mr Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr van der Bank as you have said rumours are rumours, one can never know if
what is being said is true, do you perhaps have an idea as to where these rumours were emanating from?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I am not completely au fait with the intelligence picture and with due respect Sir
I think Colonel Chris Nel will have a much more detailed explanation of that. I cannot answer that in detail. I would like
to but I cannot.
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MR SANDI: Are you aware if there were any such rumours or rumours of any kind coming from what was called the
International Research Unit?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I think the International Research Unit, I know about it, didn't exist at that time
anymore. I can't remember if they still existed. I really can't remember.

MR SANDI: Do you have ...(intervention)

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman, I am sorry Sir, can I just say here also, that we had nothing to do with that unit,
they directly reported to the Chairman of the State.



MR SANDI: You say at the time of the tragedy the International Researchers Ciskei Intelligence Service did not exist
any longer, do you mean to say that they had existed before?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Sir I can't remember. I have read about International Research in the Daily Despatch, that's
where I've read it.

MR SANDI: In your experience, whilst you were working as a servant of the Ciskei military force, did you at any stage
come across this body or any person who is said to belong to such a body?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Sir at the time that I knew them I can't remember the exact name, they were Ciskei
Intelligence or whatever, as I said those people directly reported to the chairman of Ciskei.

MR SANDI: Would you be able to give some light on their activities, what generally were they doing in the Ciskei?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I can't, I can't.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr van der Bank, thank you Mr Chairman.
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GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman can I just say ...(intervention)

MR POTGIETER: Certainly.

GEN VAN DER BANK: I have not prepared a typed statement, but here it is, I have met, and this is the first time that
this is publicly known, I have met with the ANC Youth League in Alice in a secret meeting being the Deputy
Commander, contradicting all orders and expectations prior to the march, trying, and I didn't want to say this, trying to
solve the things on our levels. If that came to being whilst me being there I would have surely lost my job.

MR POTGIETER: Did you reach an understanding in that discussion?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes, yes, we did reach an understanding on that level that we discussed it and we said please
let there not be any violations anymore, we are all people.

MR POTGIETER: Are you presently retired?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes I am presently retired. I was retired on medical grounds.

MR POTGIETER: The International Researchers, will Colonel Chris Nel be able to deal with that?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Sir I cannot answer on his behalf but I presume that he will most probably be able to give you
more information than I can.

MR POTGIETER: I understand. Thank you very much. I just want to check are there any other questions. Dr
Ramashala.

DR RAMASHALA: General I am going to refer to the Goldstone Report, and I will read portions of them and ask you if
you agree or not and what your thinking is, is that all right?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes please.

DR RAMASHALA: I'd like to refer to a statement, a
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conclusion and I quote,

"The probability remains that there was no shooting from the demonstrators and that the
version of the CDF is false or at best highly exaggerated".

what do you think?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I've heard that, thank you.

DR RAMASHALA: Do you agree with that statement?

GEN VAN DER BANK: No, no, Mr Chairman I've said that I had to, Doctor I had to completely rely on the operational
field commanders' integrity. There was no physical way in determining, I wish I could have, I really wish I could have.
There was no way in determining whether it was so or not. I had to rely on his word, he's a senior officer.

DR RAMASHALA: So if he reported to you that there was shooting from the crowd you had to rely on him?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I had to rely on him.

DR RAMASHALA: The next statement,

"The Commission noted that in order to prevent demonstrators leaving the stadium there
should have been a visible and strong show of force there. For the CDF commanders to claim
as they did, that they were unaware of the gap in the fence is highly negligent and
unprofessional to a startling degree".

GEN VAN DER BANK: I have listened to the previous comments on the gap in the fence. I have not even visited the
terrain before that, because I said that there will be no transgression of the contract, and I was not aware, and that is the
truth before God, I was not aware of any holes in the fence. I didn't know it could play any part, should it play EAST
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any part somewhere. I was not even physically on the terrain before that because we thought that if something arose that
the police will be able to handle it.

DR RAMASHALA:

"When the crowd in that area turned to flee, on the CDF version the continued and prolonged
firing was quite unjustified and unlawful".

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman if, and I am not saying that the Doctor was not there or is aware of what
happened, if you were there you experienced the panic, the total chaos, everybody shouted to stop firing, I shouted till I
couldn't shout anymore, but there was total panic. I think everybody just panicked. Everybody that was confronted with
the crowd just panicked.

DR RAMASHALA: And that justified the following statement?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I cannot say, sorry Mr Chairman, that it is justified.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Can I just round up before I go to my colleagues on the left the point that Dr Ramashala



has touched upon. I know and I've heard you saying that you had to depend on what you were told over the radio by
your colleague Mr Nkosana, but on all of the evidence, on all of the indications there is no evidence at all that any shots
were fired from the crowd. Now I am not referring to that day, obviously you had to respond under those circumstances,
but today, was there any other evidence, apart from what Mr Nkosana told you that compelled you to the conclusion that
there was actually shooting from a part of the crowd, or do you accept now because it appears to be the case that there
was no shooting from the crowd?
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GEN VAN DER BANK: It appears to be the case that there was no shooting from the crowd, as straightforward as that.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you General. Hlengiwe Mkhize.

MS MKHIZE: I will just be brief and you will be free to give additional information if you have any. If you feel you
have none feel free not to answer that. In terms of the Act, the Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Act of
1995, Act no. 1934 of 1995 which guides our operations one of the things that I emphasise is that there will be a need
for understanding but not for vengeance, a need for reparation but not for retaliation and a need for wound but not for
victimisation, one witness shortly before you came in here, she said she is still traumatised by the bodies which she saw
on that day.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes.

MS MKHIZE: And she is here, she is listening to you, if I might just ask you to respond having in mind real lives that
were lost, what would you say what went wrong on that day? I mean I can understand both from the previous General
and yourself that all the people were sincere, but something went seriously wrong. And I should think for the witnesses
the question of the truth is the form of reparation and we see it as a gate towards their healing.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you. Mr Chairman my personal feeling is it was a political blunder. That is how I feel
about the whole thing. And I think it's just tragic that lives had to be lost, of innocent people because of political
stubbornness.

MS MKHIZE: If maybe I may ask you a related question. Here we see that there is a statement to the effect that the
Green Card which gives soldiers guidelines for conditions
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under which they can fire was not properly understood by the troops and was not adhered to, can you maybe explain
why ordinary citizens were not protected? I can understand the political processes but I am just thinking from law and
order that I take it if there were members of the South African defence force, the security police, they were all there to
protect the citizens, so when I say what went wrong I am raising that question from that point of view, the promotion of
public security.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes.

MS MKHIZE: And safety.

GEN VAN DER BANK: It's a very difficult answer, I think we are all looking for that, even me is every day searching
of, and I think in retrospect you know for everybody to say that went wrong, that went wrong is easy, but to have been
there, to have experienced what was happening for the previous weeks on that day and afterwards, I think it was a
combination of many things that culminated that day into what happened there. That's all I can answer. I don't know
what to say else.



MR POTGIETER: Thank you General. Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. You have said quite unequivocally how sorry you are for that event,
you see the understanding that the curse of the time was gleeing at Black on Black foundation, now I would like to ask
you what suggestions do you have in mind for reconciliation and the restoration and healing of the nation? You having
been placed in that position where you actually were responsible for a force which killed, how do you begin, what in
your mind would you like to begin to restore the healing and reconciliation between Black families who were police in
the EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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force and Black families whose sons and daughters died? And what would you suggest the Commission should embark
upon that process?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you. Mr Chairman I think it's much easier for me to give that answer than it is for the
people who have lost loved ones. I will try. I think we all must try and contribute and that is why I am here today. I
would have come even if I did not get an invitation because for four years I have been living with this. I think that by
contributing and telling the truth and feeling really sorry on what happened is already the first step in healing the
bleeding wounds of those people who have suffered, and that we must have a mutual understanding. I can just say, and I
don't want to clamp down on the seriousness of this that people asked me, White people asked me, how are you staying
in Ciskei, are you safe there, and I said yes I think I am more safe there than I was in King Williamstown when I stayed
there. Yes we have made good friends and I think we must take the road forward.

REVEREND XUNDU: There is an area of pain in which there seems to be an uneven handed way of dealing with
perpetrators and survivors/victims, and I think that, and people say that people who were serving on the system were
awarded by golden handshakes thus ...(tape ends), and do you think that there should be the kind of Zachias/Jesus
confrontation where he says I will pay back what I have stolen, even if it's token? I will try and contribute to a fund
which looks after children who have been made orphans because we need a movement from those who were
perpetrators, especially on the White side, to begin to make a movement which takes a costly road, a Damascus kind of
road towards
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reaching out to saying let us be one, let us feel the differences. Have you ever thought of that or you have thought about
it could you make a suggestion? You don't have to now, you can sleep over it and probably write to us and say here are
some of the suggestions you want to make which we can follow up and probably ask you to address White communities
about this possibility?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman it's a big question. It's a simple question but it doesn't have a simple answer. Yes
I agree with the principle. We will have to sleep on it and then make contributions towards the Commission.

MR POTGIETER: Alright, just before, can I just come back General to a point that you have made and perhaps ask you
to explain it a bit more carefully, when you were asked about what went wrong on this day you responded by saying that
it has been a political blunder, now would you like to explain that more carefully to us, what you actually mean by that,
political blunder, and by whom and so forth?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman what I say is my personal feeling.

MR POTGIETER: I invite you to do just that.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you very much. I think even if it went to the extent of saying incorporation now, no
but's or if's or anything but incorporation now, to prevent a thing that has happened on that day. Even to go as far as
that. And I think if people really wanted to politically solve that they could have done that.



MR POTGIETER: And who do you think would have been the main players in that process that should have proceeded
on this line?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I don't want to give the old EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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answer of I am not a politician, but I think the political leaders that were involved in all those affairs around the Bisho
massacre should have sat around the table and sorted out the problems.

MR POTGIETER: In your view to what extent did the South African Government hold the key to that sort of solution?
To what extent did they have control really over the situation in the Ciskei?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I will give you an honest answer, it was not my level. I just went to brief them at
the Embassy before the march took place and we have reiterated to them that they must do everything possible,
everything possible to prevent any incident from taking place, any confrontation to take place.

MR POTGIETER: But you briefed them in the belief that they are able to do something positive about that.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes, yes.

MR POTGIETER: To stop exactly what happened.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you. Pumpla.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson. General you are still General, are you referred to as General or
Mr?

GEN VAN DER BANK: For whatever sake Lady you can call me Dirk.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Oh. I just want to say that it seems that you have suffered the burden of the emotional
strain that arose from the events of the day four years ago.

GEN VAN DER BANK: I still do.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: You still do. My first question is how have you coped with it, because it seems that it's
really affected you and you've spent a lot of time just
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thinking and worrying about it, I want to know first how you have coped that you can share with us.

The second question relates to essentially the fact that you had to go to the South African Embassy and speak with them
about what was going to happen, and the significance for me lies around the notion that apartheid did intrude in our
lives, in the lives of ordinary South Africans, but especially in the lives of men like yourself who worked in the defence
force and in the police, and since South Africa was involved to that extent, because obviously it was otherwise you
would not have gone to the South African Embassy, how would you reflect on the way that you were socialised as men
of the army or police whatever? How would you reflect on the way the apartheid ideology socialised you in terms of
relating or in terms of dealing with for example situations of liberation struggle, can you tell us about that? But it's those
two questions I'd like to know.



GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you. Mr Chairman the answer on the first question is I think I have never been nearer to
God since that day, me or my family. My wife, my children heard the shots, they were lying on the floor in the house.
They were in standard 6 and 7 respectively so they are also traumatised by the whole event. That's my first answer to
your question. I am trying, I am a sinner like anybody is I think Sir, I am trying my best to stay as close to God as
possible. That has been my pillar of strength this past four years. Yes I am a man, I am no less a man than anybody else,
you still get that nagging feeling coming back every morning sitting in your stomach, you still get that.

Secondly, yes we were all guilty of apartheid, we were, EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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I am not standing away from that. I think indoctrination and the way of life had much to do with that. But I grew up in
the Eastern Cape and I don't think it was a problem ever for me. That was one of the reasons I came to Ciskei because I
thought that I would understand the cultures, the traditions, everything.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you General. I want to conclude, I just want to ascertain whether there are any other very,
very burning questions, perhaps some pointed ones so that we can draw to a close here. Thanks.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr van der Bank I understand at the time of this tragedy you occupied the rank
of a colonel is that correct?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I was then, yes, immediately after my appointment as deputy-commander, I came in as a
colonel, seconded, and when I took over as deputy-commander I remained a colonel, yes.

MR SANDI: At the time of the tragedy you were a colonel?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I was a colonel yes.

MR SANDI: Did you get any demotion or promotion or medal after this incident?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I have foreseen this and I will be quite honest about it, because there was, and I
am not implying that the Commissioner is saying he is jealous. There were a lot of professional jealousy about my
appointment first of all, and secondly when I was appointed after General Olshig was de-seconded I was appointed as
chief of the Ciskei defence force because nobody else was qualified or able. That I will come to your answer Sir ...
(intervention)

MR SANDI: This is after the shooting, I want to confirm
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it?

GEN VAN DER BANK: No not after the shooting Sir. I think General Olshig was de-seconded, I am speaking under
correction, February only the next year.

MR SANDI: You didn't get any promotion or medal after the shooting on the 7th September 1992?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman I will again answer straightforward and I am doing it with all respect, I have
listened to the previous testimonies here, I have noted that that question has been asked and I can say to you again
truthfully today no medals were given because of the Bisho incident. I think that is the last thing that would have
happened. The morale at that stage, any defence force give out medals, the morale at that stage was at a low time or at
an all time low and we had to do something just to pick up the morale of the Ciskei Defence Force, and that was the
reason for the medal parade.



MR SANDI: Are there any other members of the Ciskei defence force who were given promotions and medals after the
shooting on the 7th September 1992?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman again I realise the implication of the question and I am quite honest about that.

MR SANDI: Or let me put the question differently, are there any members of the Ciskei defence force who were
demoted, in other words brought down, demoted from the ranks which they occupied on the 7th September 1992 when
the tragedy occurred?

GEN VAN DER BANK: No Sir, there was no reason, a man only gets demoted if he commits a crime, he is found
guilty and then sentenced. That's the only way in the military way EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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that a man is demoted.

MR SANDI: I thank you Mr van der Bank. I am not sure why you have a difficulty to answer this question. Anyway I
can proceed to the last question.

GEN VAN DER BANK: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you know, a number of names have been mentioned to this Commission, both today and last time when
this Commission started looking into the Bisho massacre, one of those names is Mr Antonie Nieuwoudt, do you perhaps
know this person?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman yes I know him, and as I have said maybe, I cannot speak on his behalf, I think
maybe Colonel Chris Nel can give you more insight on that. I have got no detail on that.

MR SANDI: What was his role, was he part of the military as well?

GEN VAN DER BANK: Mr Chairman no he was not part of the military. He was paid by the government and his job
was that with the government, he was not part and parcel of the military. He stood outside the military.

MR SANDI: What was he part of?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I think they called them at that stage the Ciskei Intelligence Service, I am under correction.

MR SANDI: I did not pick up that, Ciskei?

GEN VAN DER BANK: I am sorry?

MR SANDI: He was the Ciskei Intelligence Service?

GEN VAN DER BANK: He was paid by the Ciskei government not by the military.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Mr Sandi. Thank you General. Thank you for coming and for testifying and bringing
your EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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perspectives to bear on this incident. We have noted what

you have said, and although I don't foresee it at this stage there might be a possibility of raising some more issues with
you in due course, but for the moment you are excused from further attending the proceedings. Thank you very much.



GEN VAN DER BANK: Thank you Mr Chairman.

-----------------------
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REV FINCA: General Viktor, General van der Bank and Superintendent Raymond Simms have responded positively to
our invitation that they come before the Commission today, and they are present to take the stand individually.

Sir I am not sure whether Brigadier Ngcobo is in the hall. Chairperson then I would wish the record to show that
Brigadier Ngcobo is also present and has responded favourably to our invitation. I propose that we take the submissions
as per the order of proceedings proposed and I would request that you bear in mind Sir that there are still three more
witnesses who are to testify as victims at the end of their submissions. Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you Reverend Finca. I have noted that and I intend proceeding with the submissions as it's
indicated on our programme and I'm hoping that we will get the indulgence and the cooperation of our fellow panellists
to enable us to deal with the three victim witnesses that have been standing over. I then call General J J Viktor to the
stand.

JOHANNES JACOBUS VIKTOR: (sworn states)

MR POTGIETER: General good afternoon and welcome to the proceedings, which as has been indicated to you deals
with the incident that happened at Bisho, the second of the two marches on the 7th of September 1992 which the
Commission is dealing with at this stage, and has requested you in that
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regard to come and to make a submission about what you know about the incident. So without any more ado I am going
to hand over to you, and I'm going to ask you to take us through your submission.

GEN VIKTOR: First of all I want to tell the Commission that I'm actually Afrikaans speaking but at the time we drew
up a memorandum with the then Attorney General of Ciskei, and that is in English, so I will carry on with that Sir.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you.

GEN VIKTOR: I then state, this is not a statement but a memorandum drafted during and after a consultation between
the Attorney General and General Viktor on the 10th of September 1992.

I am a Commissioner of Ciskean Police on secondment from the RSA where I retired from the South African Police
with the rank of Major General. I knew about the march by the ANC/SACP alliance first planned for the 9th of
September, that is now 1992, later changed to the 7th of September.

I was away the preceding week. When I left the government's stand, that is now the Ciskean Government's stand, was
not to allow any march at all. I returned on the Saturday and heard planning done by Major Simms of Riot Unit of the
Ciskean Police and the CDF on Wednesday the 2nd of September 1992. The plan was for roadblock at border on King



Williamstown/Bisho Road manned by the police with army as support and backup. There was a further meeting on
Friday morning and on Sunday morning, but no new developments. Sunday morning the combined ops room on the
12th Floor of ...(indistinct) in Bisho was manned.

Early Monday morning I heard the magistrate had
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approved of march but only into the stadium and not into the city centre. Our plans and preparations were - razor wire
fence across road from Fort Hare security fence to the stadium security fence, and another across the dirt road leading to
the grandstand of the stadium, idea being to herd crowd in the corridor thus formed into the stadium. Road closed to all
traffic.

Major Simms at front line with plus/minus 15 men with teargas, side arms and 37mm rubber bullets. They were across
the tarred road in case marchers crossed the razor wire barrier. Further back 20 men with shotguns with birdshot and
shot containing two rubber sluts. Further back a third line of policemen with R5 rifles, 50 men. The idea was for
marshals to herd crowd into the stadium.

The general belief was that if we got crowd in the stadium our problems would be solved. However, if crowd tried to
cross the wire barrier the first line would drive them back with (a) teargas canisters fired from rifles, (b) rubber bullets.
If first line unsuccessful they would fall back to behind second line, would stop crowd with (a) birdshot and (b) shots
containing two rubber sluts. If second line also fails third line would open fire and army would then take over. All
policemen were deployed in and next to a main road in the corridor formed by security fences of Fort Hare on one side
and the stadium on the other. There were also soldiers behind those fences should crowd try to storm either of those
fences. Idea was all action, if any, would take place in that corridor and nowhere else.

If marchers would enter stadium they would thereby signify adherence to the magistrate's conditions and the
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heat would be off. We therefore did not take similar precautions around the perimeter of the stadium.

Sometime during the morning I was asked by a lawyer for the government to consider exercising my discretion to ban
the march outright. I refused and said I will adhere to the magistrate's order and conditions. Arrangements with the
South African Police was that only marchers on foot were to be allowed to leave King Williamstown for Bisho, no
vehicles. I was later surprised to see vehicles between marchers. I was afraid vehicles could be used to push back razor
wire barriers or convey concealed weapons. I had not received assurance by march leaders that they would comply with
magistrate's conditions. Even after speaking to Mr Hall and Dr Gildenhuys, but indications were good that they would
adhere thereto. On two occasions I asked Colonel ...(indistinct) what if crowd break through at back and he said not to
worry he had men all over. I left it at that.

I was aware of the broad outline of the CDF plans but not in detail.

When front of march arrived at border, that is at the razor wire fence some stood there as with the march on the 4th of
August '92, but lots veered left and moved towards the stadium. Actually some were running onto and over ground
ramps at rear of open stand and some into the grand stand.

I thought main danger averted but then to my surprise noticed that some running not into the stadium but in area
between open stands and perimeter security fence. I then ordered Major Simms to send some of his men to that side to
cut them off if they had any evil designs. Simms then despatched I think two officers plus/minus five men there. EAST
LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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Shortly afterwards I heard shooting from the north-east side. I could not see what was happening there. I then heard
shots fired along the whole line of CDF soldiers. Police then fell back to safe position behind army lines. No policemen
fired any shots and I have been satisfied that all arms and ammunition were returned safely to the magazine. I cannot
say exactly where the various deceased and injured parties were shot or the exact sequence of the shooting, but fire was
not restricted to the area whereas I later learned a section of crowd tried to break through the stadium fence.

I can pass no comment on justification of the decision to open fire on that section of crowd who allegedly broke out
through the fence but I can say there was no need, or justification on part of soldiers to fire into other sections of the
crowd as far as I could determine.

Most of the marchers then retreated to King Williamstown but some stayed behind at the border where they dispersed
only the following day. I and others later searched the scene of the initial shooting and we found a crude hand-drawn
map of the stadium and the pistol. I am informed that the dead soldier was picked up not at or near scene of initial
shooting but to the west of Fort Hare. During the shooting I heard four explosions but cannot comment where this was,
what it was or who fired it.

Chairperson then I, in April this year I was approached by a detective for a statement, apparently a criminal
investigation being done and I did make a statement to him. It is in Afrikaans and I shall read it.

MR POTGIETER: You may proceed.

GEN VIKTOR: (Reads statement) - Interpreter's mike not on.
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MR POTGIETER: We are just checking, there is a technical problem. The translation is not coming through. Thank you
General you may continue.

GEN VIKTOR: Planning done by the police was done by Brigadier Ngcobo and Major Simms. Major Simms was in
charge of the Riot Unit and Brigadier Ngcobo was in his capacity as such overall in charge of the Riot Unit. As
Lieutenant General I delegated my powers and I had full confidence in their decisions and arrangements.

The responsibility of the Ciskean Police was to ensure that order would be maintained in the rest of the Ciskei. All the
members could therefore not be involved for duty in Bisho. Road blockades were set up on all the routes leading to
Bisho. These responsibilities meant that only the riot unit was used to man the route to Bisho. It also meant that
arrangements were made for erecting razor wire across the road. There were no arrangements of any kind for the police
to be responsible for keeping the marchers out of the stadium. Soldiers were deployed within the stadium since the
Ciskei government were determined that the march to Bisho and the occupation of Bisho would not take place.

I want to make it very clear that the Ciskei Police were responsible for the main road from King Williamstown to Bisho.
Whilst the negotiations were taking place at the border, negotiations by Antonie Gildenhuys and Mr Hall with the
leaders of the march I was standing there not in my capacity as commanding officer but rather to give moral support to
the handful of policemen on duty there, while I was standing there I saw how Mr Kasrils pulled the razor wire, I couldn't
hear what he was saying but when permission was granted for them to enter the stadium I then, when he
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entered through the southern gate of the stadium I saw that he was motioning to the crowd to follow him. I then saw that
he was not entering the stadium by means of the entrance tunnels but that he was running along the wire in a north-



easterly direction. He disappeared from view and shortly afterwards I heard shots. It would have been fatal to withdraw
the riot unit at the point where they were doing duty and to deploy them elsewhere. Everything happened very
unexpectedly and since there had been negotiations and everybody assumed that the leaders of the marchers would be as
good as their word. If permission had not been given for them to enter the stadium I am convinced that the Ciskei Police
would have been able to handle the situation on the tarred road as far as the group of people were concerned. They were
trained and ready for any eventuality at that point where everybody suspected that the crowd would try and break
through. I can't see how the Ciskei Police could be held responsible for a fence which had been flattened during a
previous march.

I want to mention once again that provision had been made that marchers would not be allowed to enter the Ciskei. I had
nothing to do with the deployment of the Defence Force and if I had been in charge of all the members they surely
would first have obtained my permission before opening fire unless their members' lives were in immediate danger.

I also want to mention that I had nothing to do with the negotiations on the scene, seeing that was not one of my duties.
People were appointed to do that. I can't remember that I made any statements in the Press.

Chairperson I just want to mention that if some of these statements I've made sound a little bit strange, that
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is what was put to me by the Investigating Officers so I just assumed that these allegations were in fact made and my
answers must be seen in that light.

MR POTGIETER: Is that the evidence you would like to submit?

GEN VIKTOR: Yes, that's all I have to say Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much General Viktor. I will just enquire from my colleagues on the panel whether
there are any questions to General Viktor, the submission. Advocate Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Good afternoon General Viktor, can I ask how long have you been in the police
force?

GEN VIKTOR: With the Ciskean service nearly 45 years.

MR SANDI: That is to say that you are a very experienced police officer?

GEN VIKTOR: I think so.

MR SANDI: You were in the Ciskei as the head of the police unit since when did you become the head of the police in
the Ciskei?

GEN VIKTOR: It was, if I remember correctly the 1st of April 1991 and I resigned in April 1992. My service was up
till December 1992.

MR SANDI: Were you one of the officials seconded by the government of South Africa to the Ciskei?

GEN VIKTOR: I have said so in my statement.

MR SANDI: How did the invitation come to you? Were you asked to go and work in the Ciskei or did you personally
express an interest to come and work in the Ciskei Police Force?

GEN VIKTOR: No I was asked by the then Commissioner of
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Police General van der Merwe. He contacted me on my farm and he asked me whether I would be prepared to go to the
Ciskei. I was on pension already.

MR SANDI: This morning we were told by the former Minister of Law and Order in the RSA Mr Hernus Kriel that
people generally were not interested to come and work in the Ciskei because of the problems that existed at the time, do
you have any knowledge of that?

GEN VIKTOR: Well I don't know of any programmes or what you call programmes ...(intervention)

MR SANDI: Problems.

GEN VIKTOR: Pardon?

MR SANDI: He said there were problems, there were serious problems in the police force.

GEN VIKTOR: Oh problems?

MR SANDI: Yes.

GEN VIKTOR: No I don't think I was told of any problems here. I was just asked to come and take over the Ciskei
Police, which I did.

MR SANDI: Thank you so far.

GEN VIKTOR: Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Are there an other questions. I will start with Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: On page 3 of your memorandum you indicate that your instructions were that only teargas
canisters be fired from rifles and rubber bullets, is that correct?

GEN VIKTOR: That is the drill of the Police. That is how we go through a riot situation.

REVEREND XUNDU: And you further say in number 13, that no bullets, you checked with the police and there were
no bullets which were fired by the police?
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GEN VIKTOR: That is correct.

REVEREND XUNDU: Where do you assume the bullets came from that were shot at the people?

GEN VIKTOR: Well I don't think it's a secret that the firing was done by the Ciskean Defence Force.

REVEREND XUNDU: And not by the Ciskei Police?

GEN VIKTOR: Not by the Ciskei Police.

REVEREND XUNDU: You were in charge of the Police force of the Ciskei weren't you?



GEN VIKTOR: Just repeat that please?

REVEREND XUNDU: In your duties of being in charge of the police force you were also in charge of the units of the
security police of the Ciskei?

GEN VIKTOR: Security police?

REVEREND XUNDU: Yes.

GEN VIKTOR: The security branch of the Ciskean police, there have never been any security police in South Africa
either, it's a branch of the police.

REVEREND XUNDU: We mean the same thing.

GEN VIKTOR: Maybe.

REVEREND XUNDU: They mean the same thing. So you were in charge?

GEN VIKTOR: That is correct. It's not a different force.

REVEREND XUNDU: And in the arrangements running up for the march you were aware that the ANC and its alliance
was in South Africa and out of South Africa making marches to demand their freedom?

GEN VIKTOR: Yes that is so.

REVEREND XUNDU: And your specific duty was to make it impossible for them to do that march in order for them to
demonstrate their unhappiness with the system as it
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...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: No, not a specific duty, it's a question of law and order. If your government will tell you that is our
attitude then you do your duty as I've explained, but I also did explain that when a request was made to me to refuse the
march outright I refused, and I said no I will adhere to the conditions and the order of the magistrate.

REVEREND XUNDU: The duties that you talk about in our context of South Africa included tough action by police ...
(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: No I am not concerned about the context of South Africa ...(intervention)

REVEREND XUNDU: Wag, wag, wag let me finish please, if we must go together, I must finish my sentence, don't
preempt what I want to say ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: Well I thought you were finished with your question Sir.

REVEREND XUNDU: I am not finished.

GEN VIKTOR: Okay.

REVEREND XUNDU: Now I am saying that you are saying that your duties were to maintain law and order.

GEN VIKTOR: That is correct.



REVEREND XUNDU: And are you saying that within the exercise of those duties there is no details of conscience in
carrying them out, you just carry those out like a robot?

GEN VIKTOR: No not like a robot. You know a robot is controlled by a human being or by a computer, so I don't act
like a robot, but if that is the law then I just enforce it.

REVEREND XUNDU: In the history of repression such as we read from the Nazi activities we heard a number of
people saying I was obeying orders, and in obedience of orders
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people died, I am asking whether in your relationship with your God you feel that the person who gave orders was
taking away that which belonged to you alone as you carried out your duties to repress and to stop people from making
lawful demonstrations?

GEN VIKTOR: You know I am not going to be drawn in Mr Chairperson into any political arguments here. With due
respect Sir I think your question is really being directed for me to give a political answer which I am not going to do. I
was a professional policeman and party politics I have always thought was really below my dignity. So it's not a
question of conscience. If that is the law of the land then I enforce it. And if you use the word repression I don't repress
people, or oppress people, maybe that's the politicians that do that, but I enforce the law.

REVEREND XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I am asking this question because we are dealing with a situation here in which
we say that we must make sure that there is no repetition of such atrocities, but we want to give policemen now and in
the future the benefit of knowing that they can say no, because of conscience decisions. Policemen must realise that they
are not necessarily subject to the ruling party, but they are subject to one who gives authority to that, and therefore I am
asking this question in that light, not in any way to denigrate my learned friend, but he may feel free not to answer the
question, but I still want the question to be on record. I thank you.

GEN VIKTOR: I think Mr Chairperson I would like to reply to that, that as I say it's not policemen voting a political
party in power it's all the people, so it's actually all the people giving the right or the authority to the politicians
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to make these laws. And then it comes down to the policemen and he only enforces that law. That is my answer to that.

REVEREND XUNDU: One last submission Mr Chairman, in South Africa only the minority gave the authority to
government to rule, the majority did not give that permission. And so I am saying that question - I am trying to help my
friend to realise the picture that was emerging, that it was not a legitimate government because it was elected by a few
people only, and if there were people with self-interest as policemen, as army persons, then we must be clear about that,
there was self-interest more than it was a loyalty to being a policeman. That is what I am trying to clear, so that I help
others who are in the police force to make sure that they don't put self-interest before the service of the total people of
South Africa. Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Have you any further comments?

GEN VIKTOR: I have no further comment to make Sir.

MR POTGIETER: Have you been aware of arguments that related to the legitimacy of the Ciskean government, the
kind of issue that Reverend Xundu has raised now?

GEN VIKTOR: Well I think Sir that is something that has been going on for many years, the independent countries in



South Africa, so surely I must credit me with some intelligence to have been aware of these political arguments.

MR POTGIETER: Alright. I will proceed to the rest of the panel and hear whether they have got any questions. I will go
to Pumpla Gobodo-Madikizela first.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you Chairperson. General would you tell us when were you head of the division
of police in Soweto?
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GEN VIKTOR: Mr Chairperson I don't want to make it difficult for the person asking the question, I just hope it has
bearing on my appearance here as to what happened in September 1992, but I am not afraid to answer that, I was head
of the CID in Soweto from the beginning of 1982 to towards three-quarters of 1985 and then I was the Divisional
Commissioner of the Police in Soweto for 1988 and 1989 and I retired there, I think my best years in the police in
Soweto.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And have you ever gone to Soweto yourself?

GEN VIKTOR: But I was working there for nearly six years. I was in Soweto every day of my life there.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I am asking because I want to know a bit more about what exactly your role was in
Soweto.

GEN VIKTOR: I have told you I was the head of CID, of the detectives for nearly four years and then for two years I
was overall in charge.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And your responsibilities included, could you tell us?

GEN VIKTOR: Everything a policeman is supposed to do which was embodied in Section 5 of the then Police Act, that
is investigation, law and order, I think it's five items they had in the old Act.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: When you talk about law and order, and enforcement of law and order, what are the
specifics of that law and order, enforcement of law and order?

GEN VIKTOR: Well it's investigation of crime. See that the people, you try and make the people feel safe especially in
a place like Soweto.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: How many Black people did you see
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killed by your men in Soweto during your time there?

GEN VIKTOR: Well it all depends you know, when you say Mr Chairperson I don't want to get into legal arguments, I
am not a legal man I am a policeman, if you say killed you know it looks like you've murdered the person. When a
policeman uses his firearm, in those days and I think it's still the same, then there is a full investigation about that
shooting, everything is then submitted to a magistrate and then you can have a formal or informal investigation.
Informal means that affidavits are being submitted. Formal then the person or the witnesses must all give evidence. I
must say especially ...(tape ends)

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And as far as political activity was concerned?



GEN VIKTOR: Political activity I remember of one person especially that was killed there and I was the Investigating
Officer and the White detective on security branch went to jail for ten years.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: And you were also head of the security branch there, especially the desk responsible for
the ANC/PAC activity linked to the Vlakplaas, is that correct?

GEN VIKTOR: I was the founder of Vlakplaas, but not for what you might think what happened there. I am very glad
you asked me that question. I can tell you now why Vlakplaas was founded. Because I realised I had a lot of experience
in the then Rhodesia and in Namibia and I found that many of the people, whether it's ANC, PAC, it doesn't matter,
Afrikaans organisations, they are not really with all their heart in the struggle, and you will find that once a man has
been, especially you referring to Vlakplaas, once
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he's returned to South Africa he's very glad to be back here and once you talk to him you will find that a lot of them
there are not interested in the struggle anymore. And my idea was why must a man go to jail for maybe 10, 15 years just
because he went out for military training.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: So you changed them?

GEN VIKTOR: Just one second. No I didn't change him, he had his own mind, I didn't change him. And why, as I say
send the man to jail for many years, he's just gone out for military training, so as a detective, as a policeman surely I can
use him much better. He's been out in the camps there, in Angola or wherever in Africa or overseas, he knows who went
with him to the camps. And I can assure you the more unsophisticated people they could remember 200 to 250 people
who were in training with them. He will give you his name, where he came from, what camps he was in, so that was my
idea. As I say I didn't think I was called here to report or to explain to the Commission about Vlakplaas, but seeing that
you've asked now I can tell you, that is how I founded Vlakplaas, to give that man a place to stay and of course to make
use of his knowledge.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: General it's important for us to find out about your past role because it tells us who you
are, so that history is very important. I find it interesting the way you are justifying the existence of Vlakplaas and in
fact it is important for us to understand a bit more about your thinking as far as your using of these men was concerned.
You say that you used these men, I know that we are not about Vlakplaas here ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: You use his knowledge I said.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Well it's an interesting way of
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putting it to use his knowledge, but essentially you use the man, or the man that you got back there. And this is very
significant for us especially since we've got records that Dirk Coetzee who is now appearing before the Truth
Commission was reporting to you, so what kind of man are you? I mean you came to the Ciskei, you've got this history,
you've got these beliefs and you are very blandly declared to this Commission that this is how things were, you know
this was not politics ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: What things which went way?

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Well you just explained to us that this is how things were, these men came back,
instead of sending them to jail you decided to use them for your own benefits, now we know ...(intervention)



GEN VIKTOR: I didn't say staying in jail, I said instead of sending him to jail.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I don't think we should be involved in polemics really, what you have said to this
meeting here ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: You know in giving evidence one should really check on what words were used, but Mr Chairperson I
don't want to get into any arguments, you are the Commission here, but funny enough the questioner didn't ask me for
how long I was at Vlakplaas. She asked me for how long I was in Soweto, but I founded Vlakplaas at the end of '79, and
I left Vlakplaas at the end of '80 and I never went back there again.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: But you are giving us the rationale for Vlakplaas so it is important, more than that ...
(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: You asked me about it.
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MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: More than that you are giving us more information about the kind of way in which you
think. But nevertheless we should move on now. What I really want to find out from you is having come to the Ciskei,
sent by the South African Government when you had retired with that kind of history, how did you see your role in the
Ciskei?

GEN VIKTOR: I think it's not with that sort of history behind me that I was sent to Ciskei, I think I was known in the
Police as a very strict disciplinarian and I was a no-nonsense officer, and maybe that is what was needed here, and that
is why I came here, well maybe that is why I was asked to come here, not because of my history of Vlakplaas or
wherever. If you went through Soweto, which is a tough place, with very good policemen there too, then I think you can
go anywhere in the world.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Thank you, I am really quite fascinated by your attitude and I realise also that you go
through phases of anger and you know very strong emotion about these issues.

GEN VIKTOR: No, no anger.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Which is quite interesting.

GEN VIKTOR: No, no anger, maybe Mr Chairperson seeing that you are so interested in my past and that is why I have
certain attitudes, maybe then I should ask you as a panellist in the Commission about your past and what is your attitude
then towards these things.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: My role here is to find out the truth from witnesses who come, but part of the truth is
establishing where the witnesses come from, so that is my role.

GEN VIKTOR: Good.
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MR POTGIETER: Thank you Pumpla. General you have obviously testified many times in court, you've been an officer
for 48 years I think you said.

GEN VIKTOR: No I said over 44 years.

MR POTGIETER: Over 44.



GEN VIKTOR: Ja.

MR POTGIETER: So I mean you've been through the mill if I might put it that way.

GEN VIKTOR: I think so.

MR POTGIETER: You know what it's all about to give evidence.

GEN VIKTOR: Yes I have always believed Sir that, and that I've learnt from a very old officer when I was a young
policeman, that there is no rope strong enough to hang the truth.

MR POTGIETER: And you also know the procedure so I don't need to explain that to you at all. In fact I am going to
Dr Ramashala, she has indicated to me some time ago she has got some questions, over to you.

DR RAMASHALA: General I want to make sure that I do not misunderstand you. Would you describe again the role
that you say you played on that day. I am of the understanding that you say you delegated.

GEN VIKTOR: No, what I did say I delegated my powers, I mean you don't expect the Commissioner to go and sit
there and really go into detailed arrangements for an operation like that. And as I have explained Brigadier Ngcobo and
Major Simms they were the two people in charge down there, but I went there as moral support. There were only a
handful of policemen there, and I went there for moral support for these guys that they see the Commissioner
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doesn't sit in the office and they face maybe an angry crowd here.

DR RAMASHALA: Okay, having said that I'd like to refer to the CDF inquiry which was convened by Brigadier
Marius Olshitz who was then Chief of the CDF. I will just read a few things and stop and ask you a few questions. This
is the section on the breakaway and it says,

"A section of the crowd, not Kasrils group, began to move along the stadium bank in the
direction of the CBD of Bisho. A CDF reaction force was then deployed to reinforce troops
along Jongilanga Crescent. Kasrils group then ran at speed toward the gravel road between the
stadium and Jongilanga Crescent while the reinforcements were still running to take up their
positions".

are you with me so far?

GEN VIKTOR: Yes.

DR RAMASHALA:

"At this stage the field commander had already reported to the overall commander that the
crowd was rushing toward them. The soldiers along Jongilanga Crescent reported that they
were under fire..."

these were the soldiers.

"The field commander reported that shots were being fired towards them to the overall
commander. By then the front ranks of the charging crowd were about 150 metres away from
the soldiers along Jongilanga...."

What, in your opinion, what do you think was happening? One group of soldiers says they were being fired at, another
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group of soldiers says they were not being fired at, and we now know that the crowd was not carrying weapons.

GEN VIKTOR: Well first of all I was not at the scene on that side. As I have explained I saw Mr Kasrils running, not
going, not into the stadium but running along the fence, and beckoning people to follow him, and then he disappeared.
What happened outside, I don't know Ma'am whether you've visited the scene, but then you'll know what I am talking
about. I was right here on the border, the Ciskei/South African border, and once they disappeared or Mr Kasrils
disappeared or whoever ran through on the other side I couldn't see them. I have no knowledge what really, as I have
explained here I heard shots being fired.

DR RAMASHALA: Let me bring your attention to another summary and it's called Command and Control.

"Combined planning with all security forces took place and also planning on lower levels..."

I underline lower levels.

"It was possible, however, that too much was left to the green card mandate".

Another part of the report which refers to coordination and will speak to my question to you,

"There was a breakdown in coordination between CDF and the Ciskei Police".

GEN VIKTOR: A great what, I couldn't hear?

DR RAMASHALA: "There was a breakdown..."

GEN VIKTOR: A breakdown....

DR RAMASHALA:

"...in coordination between the CDF and Ciskei Police, no overall Ciskei Police Officer
appeared to be in command leading to a rapid change of
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command to the CDF when the situation got out of control. No redeployment of Ciskei Police
on equivalent levels took place. This led during the breakout of marchers from the stadium to
sudden and direct conflict between CDF and marchers, Ciskei Police being negated due to
Police not being redeployed within the new scenario".

Without an indictment or direct indictment Sir I want to follow up on Ms Gobodo's comments that for a professional of
your experience and skill to delegate to others as you say you were on the sidelines providing moral support, that in fact
you were negligent by not taking control on that day because here the issues are there was no coordination and there was
a lot of confusion, in the meantime there were bullets all over. This is not an indictment, I am asking you for your
thinking, I am asking you to do Monday morning quarterback, to do some reflective thinking.

GEN VIKTOR: Now first of all Mr Chairperson you must realise that police and army in any country they have
different cultures, different training, but to say there was a breakdown, with all due respect to General Olshig I don't
think I can agree. As I have stated here when I saw Mr Kasrils and some of the people running not into the stadium but
outside I've said here that I've asked Major Simms, I said look send some people there and he did send I think two



officers and some men. We didn't know that these people were breaking out on the other side or going out of the
stadium, I couldn't see there, but there was no breakdown in coordination. As I have also explained we were responsible
here at the tar road and we were only a handful of policemen and there was Brigadier Ngcobo and Major Simms, they
were
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the two officers in charge and you know as a senior man once you have delegated your powers to your people then you
just don't go and interfere, then there is really confusion. You don't interfere. And in this case I can assure you that there
was no time, there was really no time to coordinate between army and police again. It was a question of, I don't think
even minutes, when these people, when I saw Mr Kasrils and the people running towards, I think it was the north-east
side and the shots I heard, there was no time to coordinate any future actions. That is my reply to you Ma'am.

DR RAMASHALA: General I would like to ask you to take off your General's hat and speak as a father, and speak
perhaps as a humanbeing. I am positive that over the years, since this happened, that you have reflected, I mean it would
not be normal if you hadn't reflected, but you have reflected that you thought and wondered what went wrong, could
you give us some of your thinking?

GEN VIKTOR: Forget the General's hat and forget my fathership, I'm both. I was a general for quite a number of years
and I am a father, I am a grandfather, and as a very experienced detective I went along with the Colonel from Pretoria,
the ballistic expert and it's not a question of reflecting afterwards, it is that day I saw bullet holes there in the grandstand,
right up there, and that is why I have said in my statement here where I was I couldn't see any reason, as far as I could
determine, any reason for, I can't say what happened there in front on the north-east side, but here where I was I couldn't
see any reason why the soldiers opened fire on the crowd around there, especially after, as I say, having visited the
scene and going into
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the stadium, going into the grandstand and see where we found bullet holes right up there in the grandstand. As a
policeman, as I say, what I could determine, I couldn't see any reason why shots were fired right up there into the
grandstand.

DR RAMASHALA: My final question. As the head, the then head of the Ciskei Police one cannot abdicate total
responsibility, regardless of your role, I think the buck stops with you so-to-speak, General what do you want to tell the
parents of the children who died that day? The children whose fathers died that day? The wives whose husbands died
that day, and the husbands whose wives died that day? If you had the opportunity as you have today what would you
like to tell them?

GEN VIKTOR: First of all I agree with you, there right at the top that is where the buck stops. But I have told the
Commission here that my men, and I don't reflect on the CDF, I was not their commander, my men didn't fire one shot.
But as I have said before I don't want to be drawn into any political comment. What happened there, and as a policeman
you know you are not without emotions and without feelings, but if I can really give a message to them it is once you
choose your leaders, see that they act responsibly. And that is what as far as I am concerned happened there that day. As
a policeman we all expected the crowd to go into the stadium and some leader or leaders decided no, we will do it
differently. So that is the one message I would like to give to them. Pick your leaders that you can follow and once they
have negotiated with the authorities or in that case I think it was Mr Hall and Dr Gildenhuys then adhere to what has
been decided there. I have no other message. I am EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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a policeman and I am satisfied that my men they did their duty that day, and I repeat, no reflection on my CDF



colleagues, I wasn't there where the shooting started, I don't know what happened there.

DR RAMASHALA: Did you walk around after the shootings to look at the aftermath?

GEN VIKTOR: Yes I did. I did say that.

DR RAMASHALA: And you saw the dead bodies?

GEN VIKTOR: I saw some bodies, yes.

DR RAMASHALA: It is very disconcerting to me General that the message you want to convey to the families is that
they should pick their leaders carefully.

GEN VIKTOR: Yes.

MR POTGIETER: Order please.

DR RAMASHALA: That there is no sense of compassion, that you have not looked at families, regardless of whether
your policemen fired shots or not, you viewed the bodies, you viewed the aftermath and yet you sit here and give these
families the message that they should choose their leaders correctly, no compassion.

GEN VIKTOR: I have no comment.

DR RAMASHALA: And that is very disconcerting to me.

GEN VIKTOR: It may be so but I have no comment.

DR RAMASHALA: Thank you General.

GEN VIKTOR: Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Order please. I have, when the proceedings started this morning I have brought to the attention of the
people attending the proceedings what the rules of decorum and discipline are, and I have indicated that from time-to-
time you might hear testimony that you don't agree with, but that doesn't mean that the person who gives the testimony

EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

26 J J VIKTOR

should not be given an opportunity to put his or her case. So I just remind you about that again please. Let's retain that
decorum here. Before I proceed there are some more questions my colleagues want to ask.

I just want to perhaps finish off this one point General that has arisen so that we can understand what the factual
situation was, why were you not in charge of the police, the Ciskean Police on that particular day?

GEN VIKTOR: Mr Chairperson I think I did explain just a short while ago, that you are in charge, I was still in charge
of the Police, but the arrangements for the actions there, the arrangements there were made by Brigadier Ngcobo and
Major Simms with the CDF. And that is why I have said I went down there to be with my men, to give them moral
support, and as I have explained as a senior man you don't go and interfere with the arrangements they have made.
Maybe if things really got out of hand with the Police I would have said okay now we do this, we do that. But it wasn't
necessary for me because the police didn't go into any action.

MR POTGIETER: Ja.

GEN VIKTOR: And I was satisfied with our arrangements. Brigadier Ngcobo is a very senior man. Major Simms a very
senior or a very experienced riot control man, and then you don't interfere. And as I have said I went down there for



moral support for my men because there were only a handful of men there and maybe thinking of it now at the previous
march with all the negotiations going on with Dr Gildenhuys and I think there was somebody from the United Nations,
in the end the marchers were amongst the policemen, if something happened that day the police would have been
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ineffective and not been able to take any action. And that is one of the reasons, I don't think I've stipulated here, that is
one of the reasons why I said let's put razor wire over there, because that is what happened in August, the people were
amongst the policemen in the end.

MR POTGIETER: I am sorry, I might not be following what you are saying or I might be misunderstanding what you
are saying, what I want to understand is you were physically in Bisho, you were the Commissioner of Police of Ciskei.

GEN VIKTOR: Correct.

MR POTGIETER: You had this situation on your hands, this immovable object and irresistible force going to clash and
all indications were that there was the potential for big problems on that particular day, that's what all of the testimony
that we have heard thus far amounted to, but why did you leave these two subordinates to be in control of the police on
such a day when you were there?

GEN VIKTOR: Sir, I don't think I can explain any further. They were at the meetings with the CDF where the whole
thing was planned, and as I have also explained once permission was given for the people to go into the stadium we
thought no more problems. Because I think if I remember correctly at the previous occasion once the people went into
the stadium there was no further problems. But with all due respect Sir for your knowledge, that is how it works, you as
a man right there on top don't go and take charge of a situation every time. You have your subordinates and
psychologically it's very bad if you had to go and take charge every time, that that man must understand then that he
can't do the job. I can assure you I am not running away from my responsibilities. As an officer I take what's
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coming to me. But that is what happened. Two senior and experienced people, they were in right from the start with the
whole coordination and then I don't interfere. I don't go into the detail but overall I knew what was planned and as I
have said because of what happened the previous occasion and because we were only a few policemen there, I thought I
don't want my men to think the Commissioner is sitting up in his office, I was there with my men.

MR POTGIETER: Now just to perhaps in a way repeat, you see there was an indictment against the Ciskean Police by
the Ciskean Defence Force Inquiry, they found that no specific police officer appeared to have been appointed as the
Ciskean Police commander or else the military was not informed of this. Now what is your attitude? Because you see
what they are saying that the Ciskean Police were abandoned on the scene and they were saying that the Ciskean Police
failed to redeploy their numbers, their personnel after the magistrate gave permission for the march to proceed into
Bisho.

GEN VIKTOR: Not into Bisho, with due respect, into the stadium.

MR POTGIETER: Well into the stadium them, okay.

GEN VIKTOR: Which was part of Ciskei.

MR POTGIETER: Right. So the indictment is that your men were never redeployed to cater for this changed situation
and that left the defence force who only had lethal weapons on them, they didn't have weapons of crowd control because
they are not trained for that, your men were trained for that, so it left the Ciskean Defence Force people to cater for this



situation and the Police were nowhere to be found. And in fact, just to finish it off, what you are holding out EAST
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today as a positive thing, the fact that your men didn't fire one shot, was seen by them as an indictment because your
men had the means of crowd control, you could have fired teargas or whatever. So they are really saying that you should
have been doing, you should be upfront, you should have been upfront there.

GEN VIKTOR: But Sir ...(intervention)

MR POTGIETER: Ciskean Police then.

GEN VIKTOR: We were upfront where we expected the problems, we were there. And as I have explained we were
about 45 or 50 men, not even that, and as I have explained right in the beginning in my memo, that we had
responsibilities all over Ciskei, we couldn't bring in all the policemen from all the stations then I think maybe it wouldn't
have been just Bisho being taken over but maybe the whole of Ciskei, so we couldn't bring in all the policemen to deal
with this problem on that day of the march. And that is why I explained here we only had the Riot Unit. And as I have
tried to explain Sir, whatever my CDF colleagues might say now we were there right upfront where we expected the
problem, but when things changed, I can assure you Sir it's quite a few hundred metres where the people ran through the
stadium on the other side, and then if we had to withdraw all our people, I did explain to the Commission that I asked
Major Simms to send a few men to see what is going to happen there, these people running not into the stadium but
going past, and as far as I am concerned he did send men there. But we couldn't redeploy Sir, we couldn't redeploy. We
were up here.

MR POTGIETER: Well that's the point you see, that is the point, you left the command in the hands of two
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subordinates. The Ciskean Defence Force brings this indictment against the Police. It's common cause, it's quite clear
that the Police couldn't ...(tape ends)

...situation where you have the main road blocked off and nobody gets across the Ciskean border and you were catering
for that situation.

GEN VIKTOR: That is correct, as I have said that was our responsibility.

MR POTGIETER: And the minute when it changed, when permission was granted by the magistrate and this whole
scenario changed there was nobody who was in a position to take control of the police and redeploy them, and what I
want to suggest to you is that you were the most experienced member of the Ciskean Police, more than 44 years of
experience, and if anybody you would have been the person to have taken charge of the Police and to have catered for
this changed situation. But you can't really tell us, you say that, well the other two made the arrangements with the CDF
and that's why you didn't get involved.

GEN VIKTOR: No, no, no Sir that is not the question. You have asked me now, at the scene there when the scenario
changed why didn't I take charge. Now I have told you in evidence here that things happened so quickly. Sir, I don't
think it was a question of minutes after these people ran past that I heard the shots. I don't think it was a question of
minutes. And I did, when I saw these people running past and not going into the stadium, and I've also given that
evidence here, I said to Major Simms send some officers and men to go around and see what's going on, and as I have
said we all believed that the people will go into the stadium, because that is what the magistrate said, they
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can go into the stadium. So I am not trying to run away from my responsibilities, not at all. Maybe I am just more loyal
than some of my CDF colleagues.

MR POTGIETER: Maybe. I had intervened in the questioning just to round off the point, I know there are some more
questions. Let's go to Reverend Finca first, he hasn't had an opportunity yet.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Chairperson. General Viktor your message, I must confess, your message to those
who are victims and to the families of those people who died in Bisho has been one of the most outrageous I've listened
to since beginning this inquiry, where your message to them is that you have absolutely no comment to make on
compassion but they must choose their leaders carefully. I would like to take that statement and just put it back to you
again in a different context. I note that it's a political statement and you have been avoiding being drawn into political
statements, but you have made this one, would you think that the people who marched to Bisho that day had a right to
say to Brigadier Gqozo we no longer want you to be our leader, and they had a legitimate right to march to Bisho to
express that position?

GEN VIKTOR: Mr Chairperson first of all, I don't want to try and be clever here giving evidence, you said the Ciskean
people, I am convinced, let me take Mr Kasrils, he's not a Ciskean, you said the Ciskean people had the right to come
and say Oupa Gqozo we don't want you anymore, and I think many of the other leaders there they were not Ciskean
people. And again Sir I am not going to be drawn into any political arguments here, whether the South African
Government saw fit to create this state of Ciskei is none of EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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my concern Sir. But I do feel, as a police officer, once a magistrate has made an order then I do feel that even the
Ciskean people should have adhered thereto. There was a magistrate's order and as I have said when a request came to
me and said ban this march I refused, I refused. So I did have some trust in the leaders of the march that they would
adhere to a magistrate's order and go into the stadium. What the rights Sir, of the people of Ciskei or the other marchers,
we know of course people have the right to protest, then again I say if there's an order and the order says this is how you
can go about with your protest then I expect from responsible people, responsible leaders to adhere to that too.

REV FINCA: I find it very strange that when it suits you you are not drawn into making political statements.

GEN VIKTOR: That's correct.

REV FINCA: When it's convenient to you you make political statements.

GEN VIKTOR: Well I don't know what political statement I have made Sir.

REV FINCA: I find that very, very strange.

GEN VIKTOR: What political statement did I make Sir?

REV FINCA: This choosing your leaders carefully.

GEN VIKTOR: No that's not a political ...(intervention)

REV FINCA: That's definitely a political statement.

GEN VIKTOR: That's not a political statement Sir, that's not a political statement.

REV FINCA: Let's just take that to Gqozo, why should the people who were marching that day not have a right to
march to Bisho to register a protest against a leader that they have not chosen?
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GEN VIKTOR: I think Sir the protest wasn't just about marching to Bisho, the object of the march was to occupy Bisho
and to tell Gqozo to get out.

REV FINCA: What's wrong with that?

GEN VIKTOR: That was the object of the march.

REV FINCA: What's wrong with it?

GEN VIKTOR: Sir that is for you to decide, not for me.

REV FINCA: You say that people have a right to choose their leaders?

GEN VIKTOR: Yes.

REV FINCA: Correctly.

GEN VIKTOR: But now I've said all of them there were not Ciskeans.

REV FINCA: (Laughs) Okay. Thank you Mr Viktor. Could I just take you back to the gap on the fence. You say that it
was the responsibility that was given to you to lay the razor wire in such a way that you stop the marchers from getting
into Bisho, can you explain to us why there was that gap which was left on the fence?

GEN VIKTOR: Sir I can assure you that afterwards I heard that the Attorney General wanted to charge some of the
policemen for negligence because we didn't repair that hole in the fence. Now I don't know, the little bit I know about
the law I don't know of any such offence, but there again I can only say, and I have really tried to be as straightforward,
and I have always tried to be honest, why it wasn't repaired I don't know. But I have also said in memo here that the
government of Ciskei was adamant that the people shouldn't be allowed to go into Bisho. So the hole in the fence or
where it was trampled down the previous time didn't come into the picture, it didn't mean a thing. The
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other reason for the razor wire there, as I have explained the previous march the people moved forward, every time
Antonie Gildenhuys ran up to the officers to negotiate the people went forward, and in the end they were amongst the
policemen and that is why we decided okay, put the wire fence there, the razor fence there, it is some help. It doesn't
always help but sometimes it does. But as far as the hole is concerned in the fence Sir I can't give you any reply. I know
there has been speculation that it was left there on purpose, I don't think that is the case Sir.

REV FINCA: General Viktor please come to the point, you had a responsibility to lay that razor wire, and you left, you
laid the razor wire that left a gap on the fence, submission has been made to this Commission that that was a deliberate
trap, we would like to find out from you a convincing answer on why, if you are to lay a razor wire to stop people from
marching into Bisho you lay a razor wire that leaves a gap on the fence?

GEN VIKTOR: No Sir the gap is in the fence of the stadium, right on the other side, that is where the gap was Sir, not in
the razor wire. The gap is right on the other side of the fence of the stadium.

REV FINCA: Were you aware of the gap?

GEN VIKTOR: The previous march I heard about the fence there being trampled down, I did hear that. But as I have
said because the people were not supposed to come into Bisho it really didn't enter my mind that we should do
something about that. I didn't know whether it was actually repaired or not, but I've only heard the speculation



afterwards, now you have put it to me now too, that this gap there on the fence of the stadium was left there on purpose.
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I have no comment on that, not from the Police side.

REV FINCA: Were you aware of this gap before the march or after the march?

GEN VIKTOR: As I have said Sir I knew about the gap after the march on the 4th of August, but I didn't take notice of
that again. I only heard after the march of the 7th of September that that gap was still there, and that is where the people
went through.

REV FINCA: Why did you resign as the Commissioner of Ciskei in the period in which you resigned?

GEN VIKTOR: It still had nothing to do with the march of the 7th, and as I say if I want to take it up I don't think it's
any concern of this Commission with due respect Sir, why I resigned, but I don't mind telling you, after a certain
weekend I came back and I heard that all the files of all my senior officers were taken by a lawyer and he had to prepare
letters to fire them all. And Brigadier Gqozo was also the Minister of Police, and through his secretary and his people
there I asked for an interview because he was my political head and he wouldn't see me. I tried for two, three weeks to
see him, to find out what is his problem with my senior officers, why must they be fired? And I contacted the lawyer
and I said I will take you to court what are you doing with Police files? And that is why I resigned. I have certain
principles. If my own political head doesn't want to see me because I want to ask him what's wrong with my senior
officers, then it's no use carrying on Sir.

REV FINCA: Just the last question Chairperson. You and your colleagues were faced with a situation of grave danger. I
think the first march had indicated to you how serious the situation was with the marchers insisting to go and occupy
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Bisho, and you and the Ciskei Government resisting that. I wish to go back to the question already asked by my
colleague, was it not the height of irresponsibility for the Commissioner of Police to be out of duty on a day like that?

GEN VIKTOR: I don't understand "out of duty", I was there. I was there at the scene.

REV FINCA: But you were not in charge?

GEN VIKTOR: Well I am the senior man there, but I had my men. In any war you don't find the general going sitting
there and direct the shooting or the firing, I was there, as I have explained, to give my men moral support, but I had all
the confidence in the two officers that I had on the scene there. A very senior Brigadier and a senior Major, with lots of
experience Sir.

REV FINCA: Were you in charge of planning for the operation on that day together with your colleague Mr Olshig?

GEN VIKTOR: No I don't think I planned, no that day, no, no, no, because the planning was all done beforehand, there
was no planning to be done.

REV FINCA: So you were not part of the planning?

GEN VIKTOR: As I have explained Sir I was away for a few days and Brigadier Ngcobo and Major Simms did all the
planning with the CDF.

REV FINCA: Is that not an indication of gross irresponsibility ...(intervention)



GEN VIKTOR: With all due respect to you Sir ...(intervention)

REV FINCA: For the Commissioner of Police not to be present at a time like that?

GEN VIKTOR: Sir the planning was done and what's happened on that day with the planning the police did, even today
I
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am satisfied, because from the Police side nothing went wrong. And that doesn't mean that anything went wrong from
the Army side, I am not there to point a finger. I wasn't at the scene where the shooting started.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson.

MR POTGIETER: Pumpla we are trying to wrap up as soon as we can.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I won't be long. Thank you Chairperson. General you told us that people must choose
their leaders, I think you have given us an opportunity to reflect on that question, and also just in terms of the way you
have demonstrated your callousness, your coldness and insensitivity shows us the kinds of leaders that the South
African government chose to head its important department, and the strategies they used to ensure that those kinds of
leaders are transported to the Homeland governments which they created. I would like you to tell us, I would like you to
imagine a situation where those dead bodies you saw on the stadium were White bodies and if the families here today
were families of victims who died at that stadium were White, what would your response be?

GEN VIKTOR: I can assure you the very same. I am no racist. I am an African as much as what you are, I just happen
to be a White African.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: I find your patronising attitude a bit irritating actually ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: I would just like to add Mr Chairperson the personal attack on me I think you are being protected here
by the Act to tell me that I am callous, that I am cold, I don't think my wife would like that.

MS GOBODO-MADIKIZELA: Well I am glad you mention your wife EAST LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN
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actually because I think that's important that we understand that humanbeings, people like yourself who have wives and
children are normal people, they conduct their normal lives but they can also be callous, insensitive and demonstrate the
kind of attitude that you demonstrate. The reason I ask that question is I've always, I've often had this idea in my mind
that some of our problems were related to the very issue of racism in this country and the very idea of an apartheid
government which by the way was political, and which means that even your role as a policeman was just not merely a
policeman's role but was a political role, because apartheid was a political thing, and the whole attitude around apartheid
was political, therefore your operation and your thinking about people, especially Black people in those times,
especially a person who came from Soweto, the heart of most of political activism would have those attitudes, and this
is why I am asking you that question.

GEN VIKTOR: I can assure you Ma'am that I am no racist. I have been working with Black, Indian, Coloured
policemen since day one, and especially in Soweto, I can assure that there was really a brotherhood and nobody could
ever say that there is any sign of any racism in the police in Soweto.

MR POTGIETER: I thank you. I know that there are some more questions that members of the panel want to ask. I don't
want to be unfair on the panel but I also don't want to be unfair on the witness or unfair on the other people who must



still come and testify, whose cases we must hear. So I want to make the point that I think we have covered in fact most
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LONDON HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

39 J J VIKTOR

still must please be pointed, and can I ask no comments and just ask the question and perhaps we'll get the witness'
cooperation to respond specifically and pointedly to a question that elicits information or clarifies the points which have
not yet been clarified. I think we have debated enough I just want to make that point. Dr Ramashala are you happy with
that arrangement? Under those strict, strict circumstances I will allow you then another question.

DR RAMASHALA: Absolutely Chairperson, and thank you very much. I will make one comment and then a
concluding question. General I think that you are a brilliant political strategist. Your idea of establishing Vlakplaas and
the use of people who returned to South Africa ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: Used their knowledge, not used them.

DR RAMASHALA: Pedantic. Is absolutely brilliant. Having said what you have said in the past hour unless you are
planning to leave South Africa, which I don't think you are, you have to live in this South Africa that perhaps is
surviving all kinds of dirty tricks, but you and I have to live in South Africa, one of our critical mandates is to determine
how you and I will live in this South Africa in the form of reconciliation. General having said what you said do we have
a chance at reconciliation?

GEN VIKTOR: First of all you called me a political strategist. I want to tell the Commission that I have never voted in
my life, never, ever, because I don't believe in politicians. Secondly I think we do have a chance, we do have a chance
but it must come from everybody, not only from one side of the community. It must come from everybody. I can assure
that if I were young enough today I would have
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served under the present government. I am a professional policeman. I would have served under this very government.

DR RAMASHALA: General we have heard talks about forgiveness and reconciliation, but predominantly from the
Black people in South Africa, and since you are so hopeful that we could accomplish reconciliation could you give me
one or two strategies that you believe will take us from here to there?

GEN VIKTOR: Don't you think it will have to be political strategies and that I am not interested in, although you called
me one. It will have to be political strategies. But I think the people in this country, we have come together whether we
say this race was a minority and that one in majority, we've come a long way and I don't think we can do without one
another in this country. I can assure that I am not one, and that's not politics, to feel that I should leave, not at all. I am
quite happy here. I am born and bred, my forebears came from Holland over 300 years ago and they won't know me if I
go back there, so I am quite happy here. I will stay here and I will die here.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much. I am going to close the testimony, but perhaps just finally General you've
listened to some of the questions, you've listened to some of the comments, you've had some time to reflect, perhaps just
as a final question, do you think that perhaps you should reconsider your testimony that you don't have any compassion
with any victim, with any of the next of kin in this terrible, terrible tragedy?

GEN VIKTOR: I never said Sir, with all due respect to you, that I don't have compassion.

MR POTGIETER: Then we misunderstood you.

GEN VIKTOR: I said they must choose their leaders more
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carefully, but I never uttered the words that I have no compassion, I just said I have no comment.

MR POTGIETER: Well then ...(intervention)

GEN VIKTOR: You see Sir what I do feel that a lot of innocent people, or a number of innocent people died that day
because of the leadership. A lot of innocent people who didn't know what it was all about.

MR POTGIETER: Now who is it that you don't have compassion with?

GEN VIKTOR: I still said I never said I have no compassion, but I say I have no comment. That is my own personal
feelings.

MR POTGIETER: Well then I will repeat, then I will repeat the question because you might leave a wrong impression
on the mind of the panel here. Do you have compassion with the victims or their next of kin in this massacre?

GEN VIKTOR: I said Sir just now that I do feel sorry for the innocent people who died that day.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you very much General.

GEN VIKTOR: Thank you Sir. Sir if I may ask the panel or you as Chairperson, I have a long way to go back but I will
only be going back tomorrow if I may be excused from the further proceedings here?

MR POTGIETER: Certainly. I thank you for coming and testifying and bringing your perspective to bear on this
incident and there would be no need for you to attend any further. So if you so wish you could be excused from further
attendance.

GEN VIKTOR: Thank you.

MR POTGIETER: Thank you.

----------------
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MS CRICHTON: Mr Chairperson, I would like to introduce to you and to the panel
and the witnesses and to the Cradock community, Mrs Celeste Barker. She is a
lecturer at the Russel Rhodes Technical College in Port Elizabeth and for some
years, a member of the Black Sash organisation and she is here today,
representing the Democratic Party.

She has come to submit documents concerning events in Cradock, Port Alfred and
Uitenhage communities. Documents that were compiled at the height of the
resistance by Errol Moorecraft and John Malcomess as PFP members of Parliament.

They include affidavits taken by Molly Blackburn and Di Bishop. Mrs Barker would
like to speak to this submission for a few moments. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you June, we welcome Mrs Barker and we invite you to take the
podium and address us briefly.

MRS BARKER: Good morning everybody. Thank you very much firstly to the panel
sitting here and secondly to the people of Cradock for allowing us the
opportunity to present these, to bring them back to you.

I am enormously humbled by the opportunity to bring to the Commission and to the
people of Cradock, these statements. They were taken during the school boycotts
in 1984 and the beginning of 1985 here in Cradock, in Port Alfred and in
kwaNOBUHLE in Uitenhage.

The statements were taken by the grannies and grandpa's
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of the DP - our PFP leaders who were members of Parliament and members of the
then Provincial Councils.

Statement takers include Errol Moorecraft, who was then a PFP MP and who is now
a DP Senator, Molly Blackburn and Di Bishop, who at the time were both PFP
members of Provincial Councils and John Malcomess, who then was a PFP MP.

There is a regular pattern to the bullying and assaults in Port Alfred,
kwaNOBUHLE and here in Cradock. The pattern suggests that the police's lawless
behaviour, their abusive power and their thuggery was not planned by them alone,
but took some help.

The behaviour of the police is much the same in each township. Innocent scholars
and young adults were shot haphazardly with live ammunition. Their parents and
grandparents were intimidated in their homes, tear gas was used freely on them.
Children who received medical assistance to remove birdshot and repair the
damaged caused by rubber bullets, were taken to local police stations where they
were detained and harassed.



This intimidation was both physical and emotional. Some victims were physically
beaten and then forced to sign documents which the police would not allow them
to read.

Others were bribed and a very moving example of an innocent child being abused
by the police is the story of a young, 16 year old teenage girl in Uitenhage who
was told by a policeman that he would marry her, take her to Lesotho and give
her pretty dresses if she would become an informer.

That sounds like child abuse.

Some perpetrators in police stations and police vehicles, which are described as
vans and City Golf's in the affidavits as well as those who forced their way
into homes,
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are named in these affidavits. However, no Commanders or politicians are
implicated in these statements.

Altogether, there are 57 statements here. 14 from kwaNobuhle, 30 from Port
Alfred and 13 from Cradock. Because this is a Cradock hearing in Cradock, I want
to just summarise the contents of the 13 Cradock affidavits.

According to John Malcomess' document, school boycotts in Cradock were the
result of Matthew Goniwe's dismissal and his ill-treatment by the Department of
Education and Training.

In the incidents described in the 13 affidavits, the police arrived in hippo's,
they threw stones at young people in Sekhulu Street. When the children ran away,
they were shot. Tsozi Skewiwa who was 15, was murdered by the police while
trying to run away from them.

Three witnesses testified to this. Two witnesses saw the police stone children
and one child testifies to being stoned by the police.

Four more people were shot by the police. One in his own home, he was
subsequently detained and while in detention, was unable to use his left leg. A
witness testifies to seeing him shot by the police.

Two witnesses saw Madoda Jacobs who was arrested and transferred to the
notorious SANLAM building in Port Elizabeth. Both said that he seemed to have
been assaulted. There were patches of dry blood on his tracksuit. A lump on his
upper jaw, his right eye had been hit and his mouth.

The Democratic Party hopes that these affidavits will help to establish the full
truth behind the unspeakable abuse and atrocities of our past.

We are proud to have helped victims in the past and
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hope that this, our present contribution, will enable the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, to put the jigsaw puzzle of our hidden and sometime,



voiceless history, together.

If South Africa is to move ahead, all our citizens need to know who did what to
whom and who gave the orders. Without this accountability and without heartfelt
apologies, reconciliation is going to remain difficult.

I hope that these affidavits will help to reveal the truth. We thank Cradock by
telling these stories as the DP and we thank the Commission for what it has done
for us in South Africa. The DP supports you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Let's have an opportunity to say thank you. I know you
don't expect to be thanked, but we would plead that you would allow us an
opportunity to very briefly acknowledge with gratitude, what your party has
done.

MRS BARKER: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: I am going to avoid turning this into a party hearing, your party is
still coming to the TRC for the second round of questions. But I would like to
acknowledge the fact that what you have done is very profound for the work of
the Commission and indeed for the work of reconciliation and nation building in
our land.

We have lived in a country that has been divided and a family that has been torn
apart. Many people in South Africa are saying that the stories, the testimonies
that are coming before the Truth Commission, they have never heard about.

They have been living in this country, we have been sharing this land together,
but they have never heard of the CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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kinds of things that are being shared by the witnesses in our hearings.

And I believe that they are right. They have really not heard about it, because
they were living on a different part of South Africa, in a country which can be
called even physically separated from the country in which the majority of our
people have lived.

The pain is that some even want to deny that those things happened, they call
these stories exaggerations. They call them imaginations, when in fact people
are telling about the reality of their experiences which some of our citizens
decided to close their eyes on.

We are indeed grateful and glad that in such a divided society, there were
people who were prepared to cross the dividing line. There were people who were
prepared to go and experience what is contained in the testimonies that you are
going to be sharing with us through these submissions.

The tragedy though is that they are very few and far between, the majority of
our fellow South Africans, continue even after the transition to where we are,
continue to close themselves up and to shut their ears and their eyes to the
suffering that continues to take place in our land.

We are hoping that what you are saying by this submission is that unless we can
be able to share the pain of our past together, face it, acknowledge it and say
that ugly past is ours together, unless that happens, we are not going to be
able to dance the dance of liberation together. We are going to continue to lose
each other at a time when we should be finding each other.

The testimonies that you are sharing with us, and I have read through one, I've



read through the story that
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happened in Port Alfred, I think, where a person was asked to carry the body of
a colleague who have been killed, it is amazing, it is a very touching story.
All these stories are going to go into our data base and indeed they are going
to help the Commission paint a picture of the ugly past that we have come from
with the view of putting a sign post saying, never again must we travel that
road again.

Thank you very much for this submission and please convey our gratitude to all
the people who have contributed to this.

MRS BARKER: Thank you. I shall do so.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Nosisi Dorah Bill. We welcome you Mrs
Nosisi Dorah Bill. I am going to ask Reverend Xundu to administer the oath, he
will also ask a few questions on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

NOSISI DORAH BILL: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: What is your clan name? What is your clan name, Ma'am?

MRS BILL: I am from the Mhlane clan.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please tell us briefly about the incident that took place in
your house that led to the death of this young man, Mzwandile Bill who was
working for the electrical company and who was on his way from work. Can you
just tell us briefly so that we can get the full picture.

MRS BILL: I was on my way from work. I found Mzwandile taking a bath. I went
into the bedroom. I heard him calling a child.

I heard him talking to this child, but I did not know what they were talking
about. After some time, I left the bedroom, I went to the sitting room.

Mzwandile went out of the house, he went straight behind the house. I could hear
the voices outside. When I looked outside, I could see that he was with his
girlfriend.

I heard this girlfriend saying, I am going to ask him,
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I am going to ask him. This girl left and I went out of the house.

Mzwandile came into the house. I didn't ask him about what was happening because
I couldn't see people fighting but I could just hear that this girl was saying,
I am going to ask him, I am going to ask him.

When I went back to the house and I looked outside, I could see this girl coming
with two Kits Constables with guns and they were also carrying walkie talkies.

When they were in front of the house, there is an electric pole in front of my
house, one of the Kits Constables said just go back - he said to this girl. This
girl went back and then the police came to my house.

They went passed me in front of the house, they went into the house. Mzwandile
was standing inside the house, half naked. They asked who was Mzwandile?



Mzwandile said I am Mzwandile. They said come. Mzwandile responded by asking
them where should I go?

They assaulted him. They put him out of the house and he was still asking them
what was wrong. I started crying while they were at the door and there were a
lot of people in front of the door, they were also crying.

They pulled him until he fell. I could hear a noise of the gun and this other
Kits Constable was shooting him. While I was still crying, the blood was all
over the place. One old man said, this boy is dead. I said to the police, you
are not coming in here and that's the end. You just stand there, don't come in
here.

The police van took him.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am. In your statement you said Mzwandile was in one of
the clubs?
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MRS BILL: He was a soccer player.

REVD XUNDU: Was Mzwandile a soccer player?

MRS BILL; Yes.

REVD XUNDU: You said he came with Nolingo.

MRS BILL: Nolingo was the one who was his girlfriend, it is Nolingo, it was
Mzwandile's girlfriend.

REVD XUNDU: When you asked Nolingo after this, what did she say when you asked
her, what did she say?

MRS BILL; I didn't ask her. When she was talking to this other child, she said
Mzwandile said she is working with the Kits Constables and Mzwandile said she
must stop working with Kits Constables.

REVD XUNDU: Does that mean that Mzwandile said that one of the girls was in love
with one of the Kits Constables?

MRS BILL: No, I think it is because her friend was in love with one of the Kits
Constables.

REVD XUNDU: So does that mean that a person can become an informer easily when
you are in love with the Kits Constables?

MRS BILL: Yes, that is correct. They usually fall in love with the Kits
Constables.

REVD XUNDU: Did you see Nolingo after that?

MRS BILL: No, I didn't even wish to see her.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Slams?

MRS BILL: Slams is one of the Kits Constables.

REVD XUNDU: What are there proper names?



MRS BILL: I don't know his friends, I only know him as Slams. I don't even know
where did he come from. Those were the people who were harassing us, I only know
him as Slams. The people used to call him so.

REVD XUNDU: Was he in police uniform?
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MRS BILL: Yes, he was in police uniform.

REVD XUNDU: Do you mean the green uniform?

MRS BILL: They were wearing those Kits Constable uniforms.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any case after that, any charges laid after the incident?

MRS BILL; Yes, there was a case. The police came to call us just before the
funeral. They said they are coming to fetch me because I am supposed to be there
when they were performing the post-mortem.

REVD XUNDU: Was the post-mortem performed?

MRS BILL: Yes. The bullet was removed. On the second day, I am not sure, I can't
remember, the comrade took me to Middelburg.

I don't know what happened thereafter, because I was alone, I didn't have
anybody, I didn't have a husband to help me going to all these places.

I ended up in Middelburg and then when I came back after the funeral, I went
back to the office and they were always saying the case would be held.

When I went there the police asked me where was my legal representative. I said
I don't know. They said I must bring a legal representative from the ANC
organisation.

Each time I went there, they used to tell me that he was not there. For about a
year I have been going to that office, the following year I have been going to
SANLAM. I used to get different policemen who would give me different
information. At some stage, when I decided I wouldn't go to SANLAM any more, I
saw this policeman who was a Coloured, who tore a paper, writing that Mzwandile
died on this date and then he said, he wrote something saying "saak afgehandel"
and he said to me, stop coming here, the case is CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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closed. (tape ends)

REVD XUNDU: ... a legal representative?

MRS BILL: Yes, I didn't have one.

REVD XUNDU: At Mzwandile's funeral, was there any role that was played by the
political organisations?

MRS BILL: Yes.



REVD XUNDU: Do you mean they arranged everything for the funeral?

MRS BILL: Yes. And even the soccer players, the club that he was playing for.

REVD XUNDU: This policeman, Crous, who was a Coloured who said the case was
closed, do you know him? Is he still around?

MRS BILL: No, I don't even know him. I saw him that day, because everyday I used
to get different policeman and I was in pain, I couldn't always think about it.

One of the Coloured people who were there, asked him his name and he said he was
Crous. He was the one who told me that the case was closed.

REVD XUNDU: You don't even know this other Coloured policeman?

MRS BILL: No, I don't know him.

REVD XUNDU: You mean the case was closed?

MRS BILL: Yes, they were actually dismissing me.

REVD XUNDU: Did Mzwandile and Nolingo have a child?

MRS BILL: Yes, they do have a child.

REVD XUNDU: Where is the child?

MRS BILL: The child is in Nolingo's home.

REVD XUNDU: She didn't bring the child to you?

MRS BILL: No.

REVD XUNDU: Do you mean Nolingo didn't explain anything?
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MRS BILL: No, I don't even think she will ever explain anything. I don't even
know where she is now. She is not here in Cradock.

REVD XUNDU: What is it that you would like to tell the Commission as your wish?

MRS BILL: I request the Commission because it is hurting to me, that child was
working for me as I didn't have a husband. He used to buy everything in the
house, he used to be responsible. I am not getting pension, I am not working. To
me he was a breadwinner in my home, I am all alone now. I request that the
Commission should see what to do.

Even my house is backwards, I am in debt, I cannot pay because I am not working.

REVD XUNDU: Is there anything else that you would like to add?

MRS BILL: No, I am finished.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am. I will hand over to the Chairperson, maybe he might
have some questions since he is a deep thinking person who sometimes see some
things that I cannot see. Thank you.



REVD FINCA: Mrs Nosisi Bill, we thank you. By telling us this story which is so
painful, there is something that I have noticed in these stories, the stories
that we have been listening to yesterday and today, which is a problem in my
mind, that all these stories were supposed to be under the lawyers who were
fighting for the Human Rights, they should have made a follow up, but we realise
that a lot of them didn't take note, they didn't make a follow up.

In stead a murder case would just end like anything. Whereas the lawyers who
claim to be the lawyers of Human Rights, were among us. Maybe there is a
specific reason
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which can clarify, but on my mind I become confused why did all these matters
that involve the death of the people, not go on and have the real outcome, no
follow up, nothing.

Perhaps we are going to ask that question when we are dealing with the hearing
of the people who were maintaining law and order, but for now, we are going to
say thank you to you and we have taken note of your request that you have made
to the Commission and we will also see to it that our investigators will make a
follow up. If there is something that we will need from you, we will still come
back to you to ask questions. Thank you.

I would request that we take a few minutes for a break and come back at quarter
past eleven.

-------------------
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REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Frans Blou.

REVD XUNDU: Allow me to swear them in Mr Chairperson.

KETANI FRANS BLOU: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. He is sworn in properly Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Mr Blou. Good afternoon Mr Blou, can you hear me?

MR BLOU: Yes, I can hear you Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON: We would like to welcome you here this afternoon. I would like
before we start, to just get a few things clear about the relationships in the
story that you are going to tell us. So first of all I am going to ask you some
questions about who different people are in the story.

First of all, is it correct that you are the brother of Ndlamafa Blou?

MR BLOU: No, I am not his brother. I am Ndlamafa Blou's father. Yes, I am his
father.

MS CRICHTON: The next I want to ask you is the relationship of Nanziwe Seline
Bobo, what is her relationship to Ndlamafa?

MR BLOU: Can you please repeat that?

MR CRICHTON: Let me put it a different way? Is Nanziwe Seline Bobo, was she the
sister to the late girlfriend of Ndlamafa?
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MR BLOU: Yes, Ndlamafa Blou had a child with this girl.

MR CRICHTON: And then the last question on the relationships, that child is she
Pumlani?

MR BLOU: Yes, that is his name, but we are not staying together. I am not sure
about his name, but all I know is that my child had a child with that girl.

MS CRICHTON: Now the second I would ask that you would do for us please Mr Blou
is just to tell us what the political situation in the community was at the
time, because you are the first person here from Somerset East to testify. Can
you give us a little bit of an idea.



What was happening in the community, what was the harassment like, how was it
being done?

MR BLOU: What I can tell is about Ndlamafa, though they were not telling me
about their business, but I used to hear rumours that he was connected to the
ANC organisation.

When he left Somerset he was a person who said he was looking for a job,
therefor he went to Port Elizabeth. That's the last time I saw him.

I heard the rumours again saying that he went to Maseru, I am not sure whether
that was true or not. I am not sure whether he left with the people from Port
Elizabeth.

I don't even know where he is right now, but I would like to know whether he is
dead or not, because he had disappeared - it is a long time now?

MS CRICHTON: You are saying he was involved politically, he was an activist?

MR BLOU: Yes, I think so.

MS CRICHTON: When he left, I believe his house was raided, is that correct?
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MR BLOU: Yes, there was a raid. There was a rumour that he was a leader of the
ANC organisation in Somerset, the political group of Somerset.

MS CRICHTON: In that raid, was there someone there that you know the name of?

MR BLOU: No.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you mentioned Babamaguba, is that correct?

MR BLOU: Can you please repeat that?

MS CRICHTON: If you don't know the name, don't worry about that, let's move on.
When he left, did others go with him?

MR BLOU: He left alone. Ndlamafa took a train from Cookhouse to Port Elizabeth,
he told me that he was looking for a job. I never heard anything about Ndlamafa,
that was the end.

MS CRICHTON: You said he was seen in Maseru?

MR BLOU: Those were the rumours, I am not sure whether he was really in Maseru.

MS CRICHTON: Were there not colleagues of his returning and who told you this?

MR BLOU: No, no colleagues came to me. No one came to me.

MS CRICHTON: Apparently he contacted you at one stage and he asked that you get
in touch with an attorney. Who was that attorney?

MR BLOU: I don't know him, because he used to stand up for his own things. These
children, they don't tell us parents about their businesses. I am not even sure
whether he was really going to Port Elizabeth or maybe he was just confusing me.



Maybe he just wanted to go away.

MS CRICHTON: Now I have in the statement in front of me
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the fact that he wanted an attorney and he wanted an attorney by the name of
Jingwani and he said so that the attorney could defend him if he had problems
with the police. What kind of problems was he expecting?

MR BLOU: I heard that there were documents that were found. They discovered that
he was a leader of that particular group of people.

MS CRICHTON: When he didn't come back, did you approach any of the political
organisations for help? Did you hear my question?

MR BLOU: Do you mean me asking for help from the political organisations?

MS CRICHTON: To find (indistinct)

MR BLOU: No this is the very first time that I have decided to take a step
because I want to get help so that people should look for him wherever he is. I
want to know something about him, about his whereabouts. Because there are such
a lot of things that are taking place outside, it might happen that he died long
ago.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Blou while he was away and out of the country, he apparently
wrote letters to the mother of his child and it seems that these letters were
coming from Maseru, did you ever see these letters?

MR BLOU: No. I don't know anything, I used to ask - the girl used to tell me
that they are communicating. Sometimes he sent money. But now he later
discovered that this girl has a husband now and then he decided not to send her
money.

MS CRICHTON: Mr blou, is this child with its mother?

MR BLOU: He is with the grandmother, because the mother passed away.

MS CRICHTON: Now my last question to you - can you tell us
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what you were expecting the Commission to do for you when you told the story to
them?

MR BLOU: I request that the Commission should help me searching for him because
Ndlamafa was my right hand, he was the only person who was helping me.

I am now getting a pension, I depend on pension. Ndlamafa was the breadwinner in
the house. That is why I request the Commission to help me. I want to know if he
is still alive or what.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Blou, thank you very much indeed for your testimony. I am going
to hand you back to the Chairperson now.



REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Mr Blou, your son - did he have any friends before his disappearance?

MR BLOU: Yes, they are comrades he used to go with. But now those comrades I
think they are also in Port Elizabeth.

I think he used to visit his comrades there in Port Elizabeth, that's why he
left Somerset.

MR SANDI: Before Ndlamafa's disappearance, did his comrades used to come with
him or maybe to come visit your home?

MR BLOU: Yes, they used to come visit him.

MR SANDI: After his disappearance, you didn't see them again?

MR BLOU: I never saw them again.

MR SANDI: Did you hear anything about those comrades?

MR BLOU: No. I never heard anything, but some of them said they left because
they were looking for a job in Port Elizabeth.

MR SANDI: Did the police come after your son's disappearance looking for him?
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MR BLOU: Yes, they did come. They were looking for him, they asked me. I told
them that I don't know him. They demanded that I should tell them where he was.

I told them that he went to Port Elizabeth looking for a job.

MR SANDI: Did the police come back for this man?

MR BLOU: Yes, they were looking for Babamaguba, they came twice. I said I don't
know where he is, because he was going to Port Elizabeth when he left.

MR SANDI: You said in your statement that he phoned from Aliwal North?

MR BLOU: No, he was writing to the woman, he never wrote to me.

MR SANDI: This Mr Jingwani that he wanted to make contact with, did you know
him?

MR BLOU: No, I did not know him. Who is Jingwani, I don't know who you are
talking about?

MR SANDI: The attorney that he said he would like you to talk to.

MR BLOU: I think that was his secret, I never saw that legal representative.

MR SANDI: Did you hear if he ever met this attorney?

MR BLOU: No I didn't hear anything, because when he left he said he was going to
Port Elizabeth, he never came back to Somerset. That was the end. I am not sure
whether he got the job or what happened, he just disappeared.



MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Blou. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you sir. You said something that I am sure that it is true, if
some of us can remember that the people who were in the struggle, they did not
tell their parents about their business.
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Just because of that, you must not think that Ndlamafa was not respecting you.
Even when I was young, I used to not tell my parents about my things. It is not
that we didn't trust them, but it is because we didn't want them to know because
we knew the pain that they would experience if they would know about our
business.

You will find out that a lot of people didn't tell their parents about their
role in the struggle - if Ndlamafa himself didn't tell you.

We thank you for telling us your story of which even the name shows that you had
big intentions. We are going to do whatever we can to try and get direction as
you have told us that if he is dead, at least his bones should be brought home
so that you can cry and be satisfied, just like the other parents.

Thank you sir.

--------------------
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PHILLIP BEJILE BOB: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Your name is Philip Bejile Bob?

MR BOB: Yes.

MR SANDI: You are going to tell us about Sophie Nunusie Maarman?

MR BOB: That's correct.

MR SANDI: How are you related to her?

MR BOB: She is my daughter.

MR SANDI: You say in 1986 she was shot. Can you tell us briefly about her and
what happened?

MR BOB: It was on a Sunday in the morning. I was talking to Nunusi telling her
that she must wash my T-shirt because I was going to wear it as I was going to
work. She told me that there was no soap so I gave her R5 and I told her to go
and buy some. She went to do this and after she had gone a few minutes I saw the
people toytoying down the road, they went up Queen Street and after a while I
heard a big sound. After that my neighbour Trompie who resides at Mhlala came to
me and said that my daughter has been shot by Fiksie. I told Nothembile to go
there and I would follow after. I put on my shoes and followed her.

When I was at the corner there was a taxi.

MR SANDI: Who is this Fixie that you are talking about, is he the one that the
other witness referred to?

MR BOB: He is the one that the other witness talked about, was not around. I'm
talking about Foure, Fiksie Foure. We took a taxi down to the hospital and when
we were next to the councillor's house Fiksie stopped us and said, "I just want
to look at this dog that I have shot". The driver stopped, we kept quiet and my
wife was still crying. Then we continued and went to the hospital. When we
arrived there my daughter was certified dead.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that this child was shot while passing the toytoying
people?

MR BOB: I'm not sure because she took another direction, the shop was just
across the railway line and the toytoying people were on the other side.

MR SANDI: Who is Trompie Tini, the one who said he was there, he saw everything?



MR BOB: He is the one who came to tell us that our daughter was shot by Fiksie.

MR SANDI: Where is Tini now?

MR BOB: He is in Graaf Reinet, he stays there.

MR SANDI: Was Fiksie arrested after shooting this child?

MR BOB: After two months we were called to the court of law, we went there at
nine o'clock in the morning and were still sitting there until 4 o'clock in the
afternoon but we were not called. We used to see Fiksie and the others walking
up and down wearing their black gowns.

MR SANDI: Do you mean at Graaf Reinet?

MR BOB: Yes at the court in Graaf Reinet, we were waiting outside.

MR SANDI: Who told you that you should go to the court?

MR BOB: Some policemen came to tell us the day before that at 9 o'clock we
should go to the court.

MR SANDI: Did you ever consult with any legal representative?

MR BOB: We didn't go to the legal representative of Graaf Reinet, we consulted a
woman attorney from Port Elizabeth but after that she passed away.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember her name?

MR BOB: I couldn't find the document so I cannot remember her name.

MR SANDI: But do you think we can still get those documents?

MR BOB: I'm not sure because it's been quite a long time.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you'd like to tell us Mr Bob?

MR BOB: Yes that's all.

MR SANDI: Do you have a wish that you'd like to tell the Commission about.

MR BOB: Yes I have because I'm telling the truth and I am sure of this.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request or a wish that you'd like to ask the Commission.

MR BOB: Yes I would request that because I'm still maintaining her child, she is
16 years old.

MR BOB: Is she at school?

MR SANDI: Yes when her mother passed away I took her to school. She is in
standard four now.

MR SANDI: Is that all or maybe I can just take you back to the chairperson? Is
there anything else that you would like to tell us?

MR BOB: There is nothing else, there would never be anything that I would want
to say, what else can I say?

Sir I want to say, the death of my child is fine, what I'm saying right now,
it's fine, her death is something that was done deliberately. I don't even know
why that white man shot my child among the people.



MR SANDI: The request concerning this incident of the death of your child is to
ask the Commission to help you in the loss of your child.

MR BOB: Yes even now I made a plan. My wife was still alive at the time. When my
wife was looking for help for this child it became clear that there was no birth
certificate from the person that my wife had once visited, but I tried to see
another white woman but she said that I must try an bring the birth certificate,
but I couldn't get it. Instead I made a photostat of a birth certificate and now
I'm waiting for that certificate so that I can go back to that white woman.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Bob, I'll hand you over to the chairperson. If there's
something else that you have left out you can just tell us while they are asking
questions.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Phillip Bob, I have one question. Your daughter is Sophie
Nonusi Maarman?

MR BOB: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: And you are Philip Bejile Bob?

MR BOB: Yes that's correct.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Why do you have different surnames?

MR BOB: I was not married to her mother at the time. We got married after her
death.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you for your story, it is a very painful story, but the
way that you are relating the story, even though it is painful, you make us to
laugh so that we are forgetting that this is painful. In this hearing we usually
listen to painful things, every day we listen to painful stories. We are glad
that we get people sometimes like you even if they are relating some painful
stories we just laugh a little bit. There's no need to cry Sir, thank you you
can take your seat, we are going to take note of your request. If there's
something else that we need from you like details, the investigators of the
Truth Commission will come to your place and gather some other information that
would be necessary. For now we say thank you. Thank you Sir.

-----------------------------
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REVD FINCA: Mrs Nomight Booyse, we welcome you here today at the Commission. We
realise that you are in great pain. Would you please endure as we would be
asking you a few questions. Reverend Xundu will swear you in and then Mr Ntsiki
Sandi will ask you a few questions on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

NOMIGHT REGINA BOOYSE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Booyse, let me greet you this afternoon.
How are you doing? Are you all right?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, in God's mercy we will.

MR SANDI: Let's start. As I understand according to your statement, you are
going to talk about your grandson, Vuyani who was shot at Jansenville in 1986?

Let me just make sure about your name Mrs Booyse. Is your full name Nomight
Regina Nonqele Booyse? Is that so?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: I'll hand over to you Mrs Booyse so that you can tell us what happened
to Vuyani.

MRS BOOYSE: My grandson as he was leaving home, he requested if he could go to
my cousin's place, Mlondi. It is not too far from my own house. Mlondi's house
faces my back yard. I can see Mlondi's house from my own house.
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I allowed him to go, I then continued with my own work at home. As I was in the
kitchen with house chores, I heard steps running towards my house calling out
saying that Vuyani has been shot.

I had heard the sound, but I did not take it to heart. I got out of the house,
he was not shot too far from the house. As I walked out of my gate, I saw him
laying on the ground on his stomach, face down.

Three men then came out, telling me that he was shot by Vuyani Jonasi.

MR SANDI; Is it the same Vuyani Jonasi that was referred to in the previous
testimony?



MRS BOOYSE: Yes, it is.

MR SANDI: Your grandson, Vuyani, how old was he when he got shot?

MRS BOOYSE: I think he was 18 or 19 years of age, I am not sure.

MR SANDI: Therefor he was quite young?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, he was young.

MR SANDI: You say that this happened in the evening?

MRS BOOYSE: It was the time when I would close my gate, it was not too late at
night, it was early evening.

MR SANDI: You say that your cousin's house that Vuyani had gone to, he used to
go to regularly?

MRS BOOYSE: Vuyani was friends with my cousin's children.

MR SANDI: What I am saying is as you were related, staying close to each other,
the children would regularly visit each other?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, although they were girls, they would come to my house. That is
why Vuyani would also go to their house to.
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MR SANDI: Was Vuyani taken to hospital after he had been shot? What happened?

MRS BOOYSE: When I went towards Vuyani I was very emotional and in deep pain. I
don't know who took him from where he had been shot, I was not conscious at the
time of what was happening around me.

MR SANDI: As you hear from the community, why did Vuyani Jonasi shoot your
grandson?

MRS BOOYSE: I never did hear of a reason why he shot my grandson. But this one
time I was with my grandson going to town and they were driving in their car
passed us, and then Vuyani Jonasi said to my grandson that one day he would get
him.

I did not like that. I went to the office and I reported this.

MR SANDI: Who was Vuyani Jonasi with?

MRS BOOYSE: He was with other policemen.

MR SANDI: And then as he was driving passed, he swore that he would get him one
day?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI; Did you ask your grandson why Vuyani was swearing against him?

MRS BOOYSE: He said he had no idea, he would also like to find out what Vuyani
Jonasi had against him.

MR SANDI: According to your statement you say that you took a step as your



grandson was shot?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, I went to the police to lay charges against Vuyani Jonasi. The
police that was in charge said that there is a bullet that shot at a stone, they
would wait for the stone to be brought to the charge office for them to continue
with the case.
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MR SANDI: What was the policeman's name?

MRS BOOYSE: I don't know.

MR SANDI; Was he a Station Commander?

MRS BOOYSE: I am not sure, but he was in charge. He is the one who said he would
wait for the stone.

MR SANDI: Did he take a statement as you were talking?

MRS BOOYSE: No, he did not.

MR SANDI: Did he look into records?

MRS BOOYSE: No, he did not. He just said that we must wait for the stone.

MR SANDI; Did he say you must come back?

MRS BOOYSE: I would go back regularly and they kept on saying that the stone had
not arrived.

MR SANDI: Did you go to Gerber time and time again and he would not open any
docket or write any statement?

MRS BOOYSE: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: The last time when you were speaking to Mr Gerber, what was the
conclusion? What did he say about this matter?

MRS BOOYSE: There was no conclusive evidence as such he said that he had.

MR SANDI: You say that the police did not look after you well, they did not
follow your cases as they should have?

MRS BOOYSE: The police did not look after us as they should have. They did not
care.

MR SANDI: Did you hear the lady that was talking here in the morning from
Venterstad, she said that the police from Venterstad were the law themselves.
Was it the case at Jansenville?

MRS BOOYSE: The police had no decorum. I myself had been kicked out by the
police from Jansenville.

MR SANDI: They did whatever they wanted to, they feared
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nothing? They did not fear the law for they were the law themselves?

MRS BOOYSE: Sir, what I would like to say is that I thank the Lord for having
gathered us here today with people like you to find out our problems. I thought
that my son's case has disappeared in thin air, but today I am able to testify.

MR SANDI: In conclusion Ma'am, the day of the funeral - you say that there were
problems.

MRS BOOYSE: The funeral itself was filled with police. They were all around the
house. The Reverend Mahlinza was handling the funeral.

When we were coming from the graveyard, there were police vans everywhere. We
could not do things the normal way. They were in caspers actually on the bridge,
with huge guns in their hands.

MR SANDI: The day before the funeral, did the police come to your house?

MRS BOOYSE: I can't remember whether they did come to the house or not, that
week.

MR SANDI: On the day of the funeral, did the police respect the members of the
family?

MRS BOOYSE: They had no respect for anyone. The stopped people from coming to
the funeral.

MR SANDI; How did you feel at home considering that the police continued to ill-
treat you even after your grandson had passed away?

MRS BOOYSE: Our hearts were bleeding.

MR SANDI: Let us conclude Ma'am. This police who did unheard of things, cruel
things, if they were present here today, what would you say to them?

MRS BOOYSE: My grandson was shot, what I don't understand
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is that there was no chaos as such in the township, it was quiet, it was
peaceful, but they shot him. I want to know why.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Booyse. Do you have any requests before I hand
over to the Chairperson?

MRS BOOYSE: I have no husband sir, and I was bringing up this child on my own.
He would have temporary jobs and he would give me the money for support.

This child would have been my source of help today. If the Government can do
anything to help me, then please, I request that I be helped.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Booyse. Mr Chairperson, I hand over the witness to you.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Booyse, I just have one question. Perhaps you had already
answered this question and I missed it. Was there a court case, did you report
this to the Magistrate to lay charges on the perpetrators?



MRS BOOYSE: Yes, I did report the case and the policeman said he is waiting for
the stone. I could not continue. I tried to get his Death Certificate, then I
was told to pay R6-00 and they gave me the Death Certificate.

They sent the Death Certificate to me. I would go to them, sorry, they were
actually supposed to send the Death Certificate to me, they promised to send it,
but they never did. I continued to go. Vuyani was buried there, Vuyani was
killed there, they should have given me the Death Certificate.

I then went to the police station requesting the Death Certificate. They said I
must go to Uitenhage. I said no, the Uitenhage office said I must get it from
you. They referred to certain records of theirs. There were two
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letters, one from the Magistrate, they gave me these two papers and they said I
must put them in an envelope and post them. I then went to the Magistrate's
office and asked them to photocopy for me these two pages.

They then said I must put this envelope in the mail. I took the copies of these
pages, I gave it to a teacher, Sithole, telling her what happened. I gave these
two pages and a letter that they wrote me, that they cannot find the Death
Certificate, I gave these three documents to the teacher.

Up to this day I did not get the Death Certificate.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mrs Booyse. As you came up the stairs, you were very
emotional. Thank you for gathering strength and give us the details that you
could about your grandson, Vuyani.

Thank you as well that as an elderly lady you went from office to office
endeavouring to solve this problem, and you did not get much respect or help.
You have showed us how the police did not care about the death of your grandson.

Sidney Mofomade, if he is listening on radio perhaps, we hope that he listened
to your story. We hope that he realises how much work is to be done to
discipline and educate the police. If they are going to continue being
policemen, there is a lot that needs to be done. They need to be trained again
so that they do their job properly so that they are able to handle people
properly.

Thank you Ma'am. We are going to wait for the documents that you have said you
have sent to us. Perhaps the teacher that you gave the documents to, can send
those documents to us. Thank you Ma'am.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: ... after that, Ntsiki Sandi will lead you as you testify.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

THANDIWE AGNESS DANO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman, she has been sworn in.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Good morning Thandiwe Agness. Can I call you Thandiwe?

MS DANO: Yes, you may.

MR SANDI: Thank you. I noticed that in your statement you have requested to come before the Commission
so that you may testify about Luyanda Dano and tell us about what happened. How are you related to
Luyanda Dano?

MS DANO: He is my son, because he is my brother's son.

MR SANDI: This incident was in 1977?

MS DANO: Yes, 1977.

MR SANDI: Could you inform us exactly what happened to Luyanda Dano in 1977?

MS DANO: Luyanda was a student. There was a bit of chaos at school and he was one of the children who
were active at the time.

The police were looking for him as well as the other students. He would run away from the police and he
would not sleep at home.

The one evening the police came to our house and kicked down the door. They would light torches into our
eyes and
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said that we must not move.

The one requested that I give Luyanda his clothing. I got up to give him the clothing. They then said to me



they were just going to take him to the police station so that he could give a statement and they would bring
him back.

There were three policemen that were inside the house, the others were surrounding the house. They left in
a kombi.

As I was working next to the police station, I went to find out what was going on and I found out that he had
been arrested, he had been detained.

Then I was told that Luyanda was sick in prison. I would go during my lunch time, because I wanted to find
out what was going on. I then dealt with Seki Meyers.

MR SANDI: Is Lupuwana one of the police that was - was he one of the wardens?

MS DANO: Yes, he was one of the wardens. I asked Seki what happened to Luyanda, what was happening
with him? He said that he was ill and that the Doctor had to be called.

I asked exactly what was wrong with him, they said they didn't know.

I waited again, I wanted to find out what was wrong with Luyanda. Lupuwana then said that Dr Robinson had
diagnosed him as suffering from nerves, nervous tension.

He then had to appear in court. Because I was working that day, I asked his mother to go to court. He then
got latches. What we discovered however, is that he was just not beaten up, but his head had been damaged
at the back and the situation was much more grave than they actually presented to us.

MR SANDI: For how many days were Luyanda detained before he
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went to court? How much time had elapsed before he appeared in court?

MS DANO: I think it was a month.

MR SANDI: He then was examined by Dr Robinson. Was he working for the Government prisons?

MS DANO: No, he was a General Doctor, he was a District Surgeon.

MR SANDI: You were still telling us that Dr Robinson diagnosed him as suffering from nervous tension.
Could you continue?

MS DANO: Yes, that is the report that I got that Luyanda was suffering from nervous tension. There were no
marks to show that he had latches. When I then got home, he was there, but he was not well at all, he was
deranged.

He constantly had to go to a mental institution to be examined.

MR SANDI: What else did you notice about him, especially about his health?

MS DANO: We noticed that he was deranged. When he came back, he was deranged.



MR SANDI: Where is Luyanda now?

MS DANO: He is now in Grahamstown, Fort England Hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you take him to that hospital?

MS DANO: Yes, we took him.

MR SANDI: Since when has he been there?

MS DANO: Since April last year.

MR SANDI: Do you go and visit him?

MS DANO: Yes, we do. We went in December as well to visit him.

MR SANDI: Let's just revert back. When Luyanda came back from jail, what was his explanation, what did he
say happened to him?

MS DANO: He said that he had been beaten up. The morning that he had been detained, he had been
beaten up.

MR SANDI: Did he explain exactly how they went about beating him up?

MS DANO: He said that he was hit against the wall.

MR SANDI: Who hit him against the wall?

MS DANO: He mentioned a policeman called Chris.

MR SANDI: Did he mention any other policemen besides Chris?

MS DANO: He did, but he didn't know the names. He said that Chris was not the only one that was torturing
him, but there were others as well that he could identify.

MR SANDI: Was there any other way that he had been beaten up besides being hit against the wall?

MS DANO: He said he had been beaten against he wall and the floor.

MR SANDI: Before Luyanda was detained, had he been ill of health, in the sense, was he deranged?

MS DANO: No, he had never been deranged before.

MR SANDI: Do you go and visit him in the hospital?

MS DANO: Yes, we do, we went in December as well.

MR SANDI: Is he aware that you are before the Commission today testifying?

MS DANO: No, I don't think so because the last time we saw him was in December.

MR SANDI: When you go visit him, does he talk about what happened to him whilst he was in detention?

MS DANO: Yes, he does. One of his major gripes is that he should be at school with the others. He says that



he realises most unfortunately that the remainder of his life will be spent in a mental institution.
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MR SANDI: Are there things that perhaps you feel that Luyanda would be expressing, should he have been
here today?

MS DANO: Yes, there are.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us please?

MS DANO: I am positive that he would be giving a list of people who had beaten him up.

MR SANDI: In your statements you make reference to a bicycle.

MS DANO: His mother told us that he had been accused of having stolen a bicycle. This is what was said in
the Court of Law. (tape ends)

MR SANDI: Was he found guilty of having stolen a bicycle in court?

MS DANO: Yes, yes, he was found guilty because he got the latches exactly because he was found guilty of
having stolen the bicycle.

MR SANDI: Did you have a lawyer at the time?

MS DANO: No, we did not. His father was in detention at the time as well.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say to us today?

MS DANO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Why was his father in prison?

MS DANO: His father was in the struggle.

MR SANDI: Where is the father now?

MS DANO: If he is not here in this hall, then he is back at work, because he was meant to have a meeting at
work, but otherwise he meant to come here.

MR SANDI: How old is Luyanda?

MS DANO: Now at the present time?

MR SANDI: No, when he was beaten by the police, was he 15 years of age?
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MS DANO: Yes, he was 15.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say to us?

MS DANO: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Do you have any requests to the Commission?

MS DANO: I request that the perpetrators that led to Luyanda's being deranged, be punished for what they
did.

MR SANDI: Before I hand over to Mr Chairperson, I just want to ask - did you ever see a bicycle that
Luyanda had stolen at home and was he able to ride one?

MS DANO: Yes, he was able to ride small bicycles, but there was no big bicycle that I saw that he had
ridden.

MR SANDI: After that, did any one say he had been sold a bicycle by Luyanda?

MS DANO: No.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Thandiwe, thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Thandiwe Dano, there is something that I am not understanding well in your statement. I
wonder if you can clarify for me. Are Luyanda's parents still alive?

MS DANO: Yes, they are still alive.

REVD FINCA: Why did they not give a statement?

MS DANO: His father had no way of giving a statement because he was not here, he was not there when
Luyanda was detained by the police. We had to report to him exactly what happened.

REVD FINCA: And the mother?

MS DANO: The mother is blind, she cannot see, she was there at the time, but now she is blind.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Secondly in your statement, unless there is a typing error, in March 1971, we were
told that Luyanda was 15, is that a mistake?

MS DANO: Yes, it is a mistake.
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REVD FINCA: It was in 1977?

MS DANO: Yes, it was.

REVD FINCA: What exactly did Luyanda do in the struggle, what was his contribution because according to
the statement he was advocating for the removal of teachers that were not acceptable. Where there any



political motives?

MS DANO: Yes, he was one of the children who fought for the needs of the students at school.

REVD FINCA: Was he a leader or just a member?

MS DANO: He was just one of the students, really.

REVD FINCA: According to the statement, he was detained and then later charged for having stolen a
bicycle, he was then in detention from June 1979, is this a mistake that according to the statement he was
detained for a year?

MS DANO: It is a mistake, he was only detained for one month.

REVD FINCA: After he had been released from jail, it was discovered that he has a blood clot in the brain.
Was he taken to the Doctor?

MS DANO: Yes, the prison authorities took him to the Doctor.

REVD FINCA: After that, did you take any steps as a family to prosecute those who had caused his injuries?

MS DANO: I personally did not take any steps because there was no place I could run to. We had to go to
the police who were the perpetrators, the law was in their hands.

REVD FINCA: If our investigators as a Commission, want the names of these people that you suspect
caused the injuries, are you able to give the names?

MS DANO: Yes, we are.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mrs Thandiwe Dano for having
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testified here. We are most aware of the contribution the youth especially students, made to the struggle
especially here in Cradock.

Most of the struggles that were led by students, some of them now have no future, because they spent their
time in the struggle. Luyanda's story is a reminder that there are children today, like Luyanda, he is literally in
a mental institution because of a clot in the brain.

Some children are not literally in mental institutions, but their lives are such that they have no future. As a
Commission we should look at this carefully because in the struggle, I remember that people like Matthew
Goniwe, if students had not taken a position, the system would have had its way, but students like Luyanda
sacrificed their future for the struggle.

Thank you Thandiwe for reminding us of those days, those important days. We will look carefully at what you
have said about Luyanda in your statement, we would like to go to the mental institution where he is.

We would also like to know from the perpetrators themselves exactly what happened to Luyanda, why is it
that they would take Luyanda, a healthy boy and then bring him back with a clot in the brain. If we need any



other details, we will come back to you. Thank you.

We will now adjourn for 15 minutes, we will be back here at quarter past eleven.

--------------------
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DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: MANGALISO JOHNSON DILIMA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Mangaliso Johnson Dilima. Over to you
Reverend Xundu.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, let me swear him in. Can you please rise Mangaliso
Johnson Dilima? Okay, you can remain seated.

MANGALISO JOHNSON DILIMA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Dilima. Over to you Mr Sandi to ask him questions.

MR SANDI: Let me first greet you sir, this afternoon. Let me first verify your
full names. What is your name sir?

MR DILIMA: I am Mangaliso Johnson Dilima.

MR SANDI: Do you reside at Somerset East?

MR DILIMA: Yes.

MR SANDI: The story that you are going to tell us today took place in somerset
East?

MR DILIMA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: When I look at this document, you said that in 1993 you were shot by
police at Somerset East?

MR DILIMA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Mr Dilima, can you briefly tell us what was actually happening in
Somerset East on this particular day?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I can. There was a riot. There were riots at school, but I was
at work. During lunch time I went home. I had my lunch. After having my lunch I
felt
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that I was lonely, I decided to go back to work.

I decided that I don't want to stay at home, I must go back to work. I decided
to sit there at work. I still had time. It was just before the end of my lunch.

While I was still sitting there at work, I saw a police van from the direction



of Glen.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that you were shot while sitting at work, doing nothing,
it was just before the end of your lunch time?

MR DILIMA: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Was there any march or a toyi-toyi that was taking place in your
surroundings?

MR DILIMA: No, it was far away.

MR SANDI: While they were shooting, were they pointing at you or was there
somebody else that they were after?

MR DILIMA: I think they were pointing at me.

MR SANDI: Were there any other people who were with you who were also shot?

MR DILIMA: No, I don't think so, but I don't remember.

MR SANDI: While you were shot, what happened after you were shot?

MR DILIMA: Somebody went to tell my bosses that I was shot.

MR SANDI: Where in your body was the bullet?

MR DILIMA: It was on my left hand side.

MR SANDI: Were you shot only once or were you shot more than once?

MR DILIMA: I am not sure because I lost consciousness and I regained
consciousness at the hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you see the person who was shooting you?

MR DILIMA: It was Marius, but I don't know his surname.
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MR SANDI: Is Marius the one that you referred to in your statement as Marius
Goosen?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I think that is the one.

MR SANDI: Was this Marius Goosen one of the policemen in Somerset East?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I can say so because he was in the company of the police.

MR SANDI: Before this particular day, had you seen him previously?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I used to see him.

MR SANDI: What was it that he was doing?

MR DILIMA: It was during the time that they were looking for the people that
were stealing the sheep.



MR SANDI: Was he a well-known person at Somerset East?

MR DILIMA: Yes. He was the person responsible for arresting the people stealing
the sheep.

MR SANDI: Wasn't he a policeman at the security branch?

MR DILIMA: I am not sure, but I think at that time he was a policeman.

MR SANDI: Where is Marius Goosen now? Is he still in Somerset East?

MR DILIMA: I haven't seen him for a long time, I am not sure.

MR SANDI: Who took you to hospital?

MR DILIMA: It was Alfred Scrufmetye.

MR SANDI: What is your relationship to Alfred Scrufmetye?

MR DILIMA: We were working together.

MR SANDI: What happened at the hospital?

MR DILIMA: They removed the pellets, though I don't even know whether they
removed all of them. But the Doctor saw through X-rays that there were some
other pellets that were
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embedded in my body.

MR SANDI: Where were the pellets in your body? Was there any other pellets in
your eye?

MR DILIMA: I have another one, the one that was behind my ear.

MR SANDI: Is there any pellets in your body now or maybe they removed all of
them?

MR DILIMA: I am not sure because another one was on my left hand.

MR SANDI: You mean all these bullets were removed on that same day?

MR DILIMA: No.

MR SANDI: When were they removed? Did they tell you to come back again?

MR DILIMA: I went to another Doctor who removed those pellets.

MR SANDI: You mean the first one didn't remove all the pellets?

MR DILIMA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What was the reason?

MR DILIMA: I don't know.

MR SANDI: Did he tell you that you had other pellets embedded in your body?



MR DILIMA: Yes, because I went for X-rays with the first Doctor.

MR SANDI: What did he say about removing the pellets?

MR DILIMA: He said nothing.

MR SANDI: How many days after the first pellets were removed?

MR DILIMA: I can't remember.

MR SANDI: For how many months did you have bullets in your
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body?

MR DILIMA: It is about two months.

MR SANDI: Were all the pellets removed?

MR DILIMA: No, it is only the two of them.

MR SANDI: On that particular day, were there any other people who were shot?

MR DILIMA: No, I can't remember.

MR SANDI: For how long were you admitted at the hospital?

MR DILIMA: It was only a day, but I am not sure.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said after a week you were discharged from the
hospital, do you still remember that?

MR DILIMA: Yes.

MR SANDI: It is said that the following week while you were at work, something
happened. What was it?

MR DILIMA: I felt that my left arm was becoming numb.

MR SANDI: Didn't you fall?

MR DILIMA: No, I didn't.

MR SANDI: Have you ever suffered from a stroke?

MR DILIMA: No. I suffered from stroke after this accident in 1994.

MR SANDI: Have you ever suffered from a stroke before?

MR DILIMA: No.

MR SANDI: What did the Doctor said was the cause of a stroke?

MR DILIMA: He didn't tell me.

MR SANDI: Did you go to the Doctor thereafter?



MR DILIMA: Yes. I was taken to the Doctor, the Doctor said it was a stroke.

MR SANDI: Who was the Doctor?

MR DILIMA: It was Verguyt.

MR SANDI: Are you still working for the Municipality?
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MR DILIMA: No, they gave me pension.

MR SANDI: When did you get your pension?

MR DILIMA: In February, in March.

MR SANDI: In which year?

MR DILIMA: I am making a mistake it was February, February 1994, because I was
shot in 1993.

MR SANDI: What kind of work did you do?

MR DILIMA: I was a plumber.

MR SANDI: After you had been shot, did you continue doing your job working as a
plumber?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I could still work as a plumber.

MR SANDI: When you were given pension, was it because you couldn't work
properly?

MR DILIMA: It is because of the stroke.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us today, Mr Dilima?

MR DILIMA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you have any request or wish that you would like to forward to the
Commission?

MR DILIMA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us Mr Dilima?

MR DILIMA: I request that the Commission should help me, assist me in educating
my child.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Dilima, I will hand you over to Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Dilima, I want to ask you whether you approached an attorney at
all?

MR DILIMA: Yes, I did.



MS CRICHTON: Can you give me the name of the attorney and what has happened as a
result of your going to see him?
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MR DILIMA: I went there and reported the case and he stopped me when I went
there for the second time. He said he was going to write me a letter. I received
a letter saying that I must come to him quickly, but when I went there, they
said he was not there. Maybe he was in Beaufort-West or Adelaide.

They said they would phone me later. I left the telephone number of the Nclapa
family.

MS CRICHTON: (Indistinct)

MR DILIMA: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Are the pellets behind your eyes still there?

MR DILIMA: Just underneath my left eye. I was short sighted for a long time.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much.

MR DILIMA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Dilima, you have given us a clear picture of your
shooting while you were just walking, you had nothing to do with what was
happening on that day.

You were affected for the rest of your life because of that incident. Thank you
for coming forward to tell your story. As you have requested, we are going to
try to talk to the President and tell him about your requests that your health
should be taken care of.

We can see right now that it is very difficult for you to walk. If there is
something that we would like to get from you, we will come to you, maybe if we
need some Doctor's Certificate, but for now, thank you.

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 12.02.97 NAME: MZWANDILE JOSEPH DYWILI

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

MZWANDILE JOSEPH DYWILI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: What is your clan name?

MR DYWILI: Mhlatu Jambas.

MR SANDI: Thank you. We have a statement before us that you have given us that
you got injured and also Henry Qatana. Could you tell us what was happening that
day. The atmosphere at the township as well so that we have a picture of what
was going on.

MR DYWILI: It was on the 29th of November 1986, we had a party in a room. One of
my friends got out just to walk around the yard. A moment after that we heard a
policeman walking around. Siphithiphithi then walked out of the house also to go
and see what was happening. After we'd walked out we heard a gunshot. When Henry
Qatana also went out to see what was happening we discovered that Siphithiphithi
had already been shot and had actually already passed away.

When Henry Qatana tried to lift him up to bring him inside we heard a voice
asking where we are taking him and ordered us to leave him, whereupon someone
shot Henry in the head. I also got out to see what was happening and as I was
walking towards the kitchen I got shot in the hand.

The ambulance then arrived together with police and took us to the hospital.

MR SANDI: Who was shooting?

MR DYWILI: We were being shot at by special constables. At the hospital there
was a policeman guarding us. We then sent a report that we don't want him there
because we have not done anything. He then left.

I was discharged after two weeks and the police came to fetch me and sent me to
jail. The third week, after Henry had been discharged, he also was ten to jail.
Five of our friends were there already because we were toytoying in the street.
We were in detention for three months before we got released but we had to go
and sign the charge office, twice a day, in the morning and in the evening.

MR SANDI: Excuse me is Mike Kob a lawyer?

MR DYWILI: Yes he was our attorney who helped us out.

MR SANDI: So you say there are some of those Kitskonstabels that you know by
name?

MR DYWILI: Vuyani shot at us.



MR SANDI: Vuyani Tyali?

MR DYWILI: Yes.

MR SANDI: And the others?

MR DYWILI: Bhabhatane, Noppeise and Ncamile.

MR SANDI: Are those people still around in the community?

MR DYWILI: Yes they are. Vuyani however died in Johannesburg.

MR SANDI: Was there a court case because Vuyani had shot people?

MR DYWILI: We were acquited then they told us that he was going to be sentenced
in Grahamstown. They just left him to go wherever he wanted to until he ended up
in Johannesburg.

MR SANDI: He was not sentenced?

MR DYWILI: No he was not sentenced.

MR DYWILI: Do you get any compensation from the Government?

MR DYWILI: We put in a claim but they did not respond.

MR SANDI: Which attorney did you use?

MR DYWILI: Magqabi.

MR SANDI: So therefore if we investigate, we can contact them?

MR DYWILI: Yes.

MR SANDI: So therefore you're not working any longer because you're ill?

MR DYWILI: Yes the pellets were never removed from my hand and when I work they
bother me.

MR SANDI: Do you have children and a wife?

MR DYWILI: Yes I do.

MR SANDI: How many children?

MR DYWILI: Two children.

MR SANDI: Are they at school?

MR DYWILI: Yes.

MR SANDI: What do you think the Commission can do for you?

MR DYWILI: Can the Commission help me support my children and educate them
please?

MR SANDI: Are you getting any form of disability grant?

MR DYWILI: NO I don't get anything.

MR SANDI: Is there something else perhaps that you would like us to look at.



MR DYWILI: If the Commission could please help us with the claim that we put
with the attorneys?

MR SANDI: Were you a member of any political organisation that the police were
so much against you?

MR DYWILI: Yes the UDF. We were all together with Vuyani and them but then they
took the job as constables. It was clear then that even then when we were just
sitting and having fun it seemed as if we were planning something.

MR SANDI: What were you in the organisation?

MR DYWILI: I was just a member.

MR SANDI: I will hand you over to Mr Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you very much Joseph Dywili, your story was very clear. We
have noted down your requests and are going to hand them over to our President.
That is what we do with requests of all victims who have either been injured,
tortured or whose loved ones have passed away. It is up to the President what to
do with the requests. Thank you.

MR DYWILI: Thank you Sir.

---------------------------------
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WILLIAM GILBERT: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Sir you are from Graaf Reinet, Zamiville Location is that so?

MR GILBERT: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: Was your son coming from the Goniwe funeral?

MR GILBERT: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: What was going on at that time at Graaf Reinet?

MR GILBERT: On the 22nd of July 1985 a hippo came to our house, there was a
shack at the back of my house, two policemen came to my yard, I was sitting on
my veranda and they walked to the children at the backyard. They went to the
closed shack and asked who stayed there and the deceased answered saying that
the person who stays there is at work. They wanted to know what was inside and
my son then said he refuses to tell them. They then took a hammer and said that
they are not going to argue because P W Botha said that we must not argue with
blacks but kill them like flies. I tried to talk to them and they left but they
said they were coming back, they swore to come back.

After a while they came back at about 12 o'clock. The children ran away and that
is when he got shot.

MR SANDI: What was the cause of the disharmony? Who was leading the township all
in all? Were there councillors within the organisation.

MR GILBERT: There were councillors but the boers at the time just did not want
to see a black man. They would just beat you up.

MR SANDI: Are there police that you can identify?

MR GILBERT: Yes he's still alive, he's working.

MR SANDI: What is his name?

MR GILBERT: They call him Bokkie but his real name is Hills.

MR SANDI: So he's the one who shot your son? Was there a court case?

MR GILBERT: No there would be no court cases at that time. They would just say
somebody shot and then acquitted him. I tried to go to an attorney but I was not
successful.

MR SANDI: What attorney was this?



MR GILBERT: An attorney from Port Elizabeth, Patrick Bach.

MR SANDI: Yes, did you bury him?

MR GILBERT: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is there something the Commission can do for you?

MR GILBERT: You can do me a hugh hugh favour, because that child was going to
work for me. He is buried now.

MR SANDI: So what you want is a tombstone as well?

MR GILBERT: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is there something else?

MR GILBERT: Those boers must be arrested. You can't just acquit guilty people
like that who shot at our children.

MR SANDI: Do you get a pension?

MR GILBERT: No I don't have a pension yet.

MR SANDI: According to your statement you've applied for a pension?

MR GILBERT: Yes I have but I haven't got anything yet.

MR SANDI: Did your son have children?

MR GILBERT: No he was young, he was at school at the time.

MR SANDI: I'll hand you over to Mr Chairperson, perhaps he has questions for
you.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mr Gilbert, when did you apply for a pension?

MR GILBERT: Last year Sir around October.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So you made it in October last year.

MR GILBERT: Yes but it takes time.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Have you heard about the results?

MR GILBERT: No.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So it's Mr Hills who shot your son Sir?

MR GILBERT: Apparently.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Is he still at Graaf Reinet, is he still a policeman there?

MR GILBERT: No he's gone to Mossel Bay.

MEMBER OF PANEL: He was transferred to Mossel Bay?

MR GILBERT: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: He's still a policeman?

MR GILBERT: Apparently.



MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you Mr Gilbert, thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson, Mr Gilbert, how old was your son, you say he
was still a student?

MR GILBERT: He was about 17 years of age at the time.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of a political organisation, a youth group perhaps?

MR GILBERT: I would just hear rumours, it seemed that he was a member of an
organisation.

 

MS MAYA: So you're not sure which organisation it was?

MR GILBERT: No I'm not, I just heard from his friends.

MS MAYA: Did he have conflicts with the police prior to that or did they just
shoot him because he'd gone to the funeral?

MR GILBERT: He did not have conflict?

MS MAYA: What was the atmosphere like at the community?

MR GILBERT: There was quite a bit of chaos.

MS MAYA: Is there anyone who got shot or injured prior to your son?

MR GILBERT: Yes there were.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir.

MR SANDI: Thank you again Mr Chairperson. Mr Gilbert I noticed that when you
were talking here you said that these perpetrators should be arrested. Did I
understand you well?

MR GILBERT: I said exactly that.

MR SANDI: According to the new law that if perpetrators apply for amnesty, if Mr
Hills would apply for amnesty after he had divulged all, how would you feel?

MR GILBERT: I asked them to leave my house, to leave my children alone even then
but he went on and he shot my child. He did not forgive me then, he had no mercy
for me, I have no mercy for him now.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr William Gilbert for bring before the Commission the
story of your son's death. We have taken note of the requests you brought
forward. Some of them we may be able to fulfil quickly, for example the pension
that you should be receiving. Some of them we will not have to wait to give a
report to the President, but will be able to fulfil immediately. I'd like to
clarify that some of your requests will have to be taken to the President. The
particular request that the perpetrators should appear before a court of law is
beyond our capability. We are very pleased that you spoke openly and told us how
you felt so that the perpetrators realise the gravity of their actions. They
should not just take it for granted that they must be forgiven. They must
realise that they are perpetrators, they should humble themselves and wait unto
the victims for forgiveness. Thank you Mr Gilbert.



--------------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: MXOLISI GOBOZA

THEMBINKOSI TSHABE

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: Before we break for lunch, we would like Mxolisi Goboza to come
forward. Mxolisi Goboza, what you are going to tell us today is the same as with
Thembinkosi Tshabe?

MR GOBOZA: Yes, that is so, that is correct.

REVD FINCA: Can Thembinkosi Tshabe come to the stage please. We are going to
deal with these two cases as the same time. I just realised that the people who
were looking at the cases, said they were the same, so we are going to deal with
them at the same time - it is Mxolisi Goboza and Thembinkosi Tshabe.

I am going to hand over to Reverend Xundu to swear you in and thereafter I will
hand over to Ntsiki Sandi to ask questions.

MXOLISI GOBOZA: (sworn states)

THEMBINKOSI TSHABE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, they are sworn in Mr Chairperson.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. We are going to start with Mxolisi. Mxolisi is
Goboza your surname?

MR GOBOZA: My surname is Ngoboza, yes.

MR SANDI: Mxolisi you and Thembinkosi, we noticed that in the statements that we
have in front of us, you have made application to appear before the Truth
Commission today so that you can tell us what happened one day in 1993 in

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 X GOBOZA

Venterstad.

Let us start with you Mxolisi. How old are you, Mxolisi, right now?

MR GOBOZA: I am 15 years old.

MR SANDI: How old were you during this incident?

MR GOBOZA: I was 11 years old.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us Mxolisi, on this day in June 1993 in
Venterstad, what happened while you were with Thembinkosi?



MR GOBOZA: It was during the day. A police casper came, but nothing happened.
During the night we saw police shooting, they were shooting tear gas.

My sister had sent me to my uncle and I went through a passage and I saw a
police casper, but I didn't run away. They shot me and I fell. One of the
children took me to the house and he called my sister and my sister came with a
car and they took me to the hospital.

The pellets were removed. They told my sister that if I can vomit during the
night, and have diarrhoea, I must be taken to the hospital. During the night I
vomited.

The following day I woke up, I went back to the Doctor. The Doctor said there is
nothing that he can do because the pellets are right in my intestines. I was
transferred to Burgersdorp.

Even there they said there is nothing they can do. I was transferred to
Bloemfontein again for an operation. I was admitted there for three weeks and
the pellets were removed.

MR SANDI: Were all these pellets removed?

MR GOBOZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: The hospital in Bloemfontein that you went to, is
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it Pendenoni?

MR GOBOZA: Yes, it is Pendenoni Hospital.

MR SANDI: On this particular day, were there any events during the day that took
place in Venterstad just before you were shot?

MR GOBOZA: The people were toyi-toying.

MR SANDI: In your statement you said this case is well known in the Advice
Office of Bloemfontein?

MR GOBOZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who referred the matter to there?

MR GOBOZA: It was Judge Memani who referred the case to Bloemfontein Advice
Office.

MR SANDI: Judge Memani, who is Judge Memani?

MR GOBOZA: He is working for the Advice Office of Venterstad.

MR SANDI: You said he referred this case to Mr Fish?

MR GOBOZA: No Mr Fish is from the Venterstad Advice Office.

MR SANDI: What happened after that?

MR GOBOZA: One day we were called to the court. I don't even know whether this
attorney was representing the Boers, the case was discussed and we were sent



away - they said they would call us again, but that never happened.

MR SANDI: When you say you discussed, do you mean that you and Thembinkosi were
involved when the case was discussed?

MR GOBOZA: Thembinkosi was not there because he was not in the records.

MR SANDI: Were there any other people talking to you except the police?

MR GOBOZA: There was a Magistrate and a Prosecutor.

MR SANDI: With whom were you at the court besides the
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Magistrate and the Prosecutor?

MR GOBOZA: It was me and another girl.

MR SANDI: Was this girl from Venterstad?

MR GOBOZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What is her name?

MR GOBOZA: Xoliswa Olifant.

MR SANDI: Was Xoliswa Olifant shot?

MR GOBOZA: Yes, she was also shot.

MR SANDI: What was the outcome of the case, Mxolisi?

MR GOBOZA: They said they would call us later on, but that never happened. That
was the end.

MR SANDI: Was there any elderly person who used to accompany you to the court?

MR GOBOZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who was that?

MR GOBOZA: It was Sis Tandiwe.

MR SANDI: Is Sis Tandiwe your parent?

MR GOBOZA: No, she is my mother's sister.

MR SANDI: Where is she?

MR GOBOZA: She is in Gauteng.

MR SANDI: With whom did you come to this place today?

MR GOBOZA: I am alone, I am all by myself.

MR SANDI: At home, did you tell them that you were coming to the Truth
Commission, or do they know that you are coming?



MR GOBOZA: Yes, they know. I told them.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you would like to tell us today, Mxolisi?

MR GOBOZA: Yes.

MR SANDI: By appearing before this Commission, young boy, do you have any
request that you would like to tell us as the Commission, can you tell us?

MR GOBOZA: I request that the Commission should take me to school, help me with
my education.

MR SANDI: What standard are you doing now?

MR GOBOZA: I am doing standard 7.

MR SANDI: What would you like to be when you are educated?

MR GOBOZA: I would like to be a prison warder.

MR SANDI: What?

MR GOBOZA: I want to be a prison warder, look after the prisoners.

MR SANDI: Do you have specific reasons Mxolisi, why you want to be a prison
warder and watch the people who are sentenced for their actions, can you tell us
about those?

MR GOBOZA: It is because they are breaking the law.

MR SANDI: What do you think is the proper treatment for the people who are
breaking the law?

MR GOBOZA: They should not be ill-treated, they should be handled with care.

MR SANDI: Let us come to Thembinkosi. Thembinkosi, the way I look at this
matter, this is the same case - it affects both of you. You have been listening
while Mxolisi was talking.

Can you just add where he left out, if there is something that you think he has
left out when he was telling us the story.

MR TSHABE: There is nothing much, but during the toyi-toyi it was the school
children and the police failed in their work, because they prevented us from
marching and in stead they called the police from Middelburg.

When the police from Middelburg arrived, it was early in the morning. When we
tried again to continue with the protest, they prevented us again. So the
students were totally against this and they went to the township where they
actually attacked a Municipal van.
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The following day, on a Sunday, the police came and they administered tear gas.
Late that day, though we didn't get a chance to continue with our march, they
came again with tear gas, they were just shooting, but they were not assaulting
anybody.

They were shooting everybody, even the people who were not students, they were



shot. We were taken at the same time on that Sunday.

We were being shot because we set the Municipal van alight and they were just
shooting, killing everybody.

MR SANDI: How old were you at the time of this incident in 1993?

MR TSHABE: I was 15 years old.

MR SANDI: Are you still at school now?

MR TSHABE: Yes.

MR SANDI: What standard are you doing?

MR TSHABE: I am doing standard 7.

MR SANDI: This toyi-toyi or protest that was taking place, what was the cause,
what was the grievances of the people?

MR TSHABE: The students were fighting for their rights, because the Boers took
us to town while we were to increase the standard at school, because we had to
increase the classes up to standard 8, we didn't have enough classes and the
Boers refused when we tried to negotiate. The Boers refused to listen to us.

That is when COSAS took over and they also burnt COSAS and the Boers from
Middelburg came and said after 10 minutes, we should dismiss.

MR SANDI: You said you were also shot, what Hospital did you go to?

MR TSHABE: While I was shot, I couldn't go to the
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Hospital, I went with this woman who was here who was shot there and we went to
the Doctor. That was Doctor Kashent. MR SANDI: Is he also from Venterstad?

MR TSHABE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is he still there?

MR TSHABE: No, he left.

MR SANDI: Did you see the police who shot at you?

MR TSHABE: No, I couldn't because I wasn't expecting anything.

MR SANDI: Were you listening when the lady before you was testifying?

MR TSHABE: Which one?

MR SANDI: The one who was testifying, did you see her?

MR TSHABE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you hear her when she said there was no law in Venterstad?

MR TSHABE: Yes, I heard her.



MR SANDI: As far as you know, do you think that that is true?

MR TSHABE: The rights that we were actually fighting for, were the students'
rights, but in the community, there was no commotion.

MR SANDI: What kind of treatment were the people getting from the police?

MR TSHABE: They were not doing anything, in stead they used to invite police
from outside. When we went there to ask about this matter, they told us that
this police from Middelburg are not under Venterstad, so they don't ask for
anybody's permission, they just do whatever they would like to do.

Even if one policeman is trying to prevent them from
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doing what they were doing, they wouldn't care, they wouldn't consider, they
wouldn't take care.

And they also told us that this police - they don't go to the police in charge
and get permission.

MR SANDI: Can you also say that the police were taking the law into their own
hands? Do you also confirm that?

MR TSHABE: Yes, it is so.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Let us continue. By being here today, Thembinkosi, do you
have any wishes or requests that you would like to tell the Commission?

MR TSHABE: I am here because I would like to request the Commission to help me
in my studies and my ill-health.

MR SANDI: Can you specify about health?

MR TSHABE: Since after that time, me and one of the gentleman who were shot,
when we went to the Doctor, Doctor Kashent, he said he won't give us treatment,
we must go straight to the hospital.

But because we are not politicians in Venterstad, we were told that we mustn't
go to the hospital, because it might happen that the police could come to the
hospital and arrest us, so we were afraid, we didn't go to the hospital.

The comrades took us and they tried to remove the pellets, it is only three
pellets now that are embedded in my body and after some time that affected me
because I normally have sharp pains, I feel dizzy some times.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that you have pellets embedded in your body?

MR TSHABE: Yes, three of them.

MR SANDI: Is there any way how this whole thing affected you especially in your
studies? Was your time wasted?

MR TSHABE: Yes, it is so because as from that year I
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couldn't concentrate, I couldn't think quickly. Especially if I am in class,
sometimes I become dizzy.

So since after the incident, I couldn't succeed with my studies.

MR SANDI: Lastly, if you say you request that you get assistance in your
studies, is there any career that you would like to pursue?

MR TSHABE: What I thought about was being a nurse, I also thought of being a
male nurse or a Social Worker.

MR SANDI: Do you mean that you would like to be a male nurse?

MR TSHABE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thembinkosi, is that all that you would like to tell us about just
before I hand you over to the Chairperson?

MR TSHABE: Yes, that is all for now.

REVD FINCA: Mxolisi, I want to start with you. The people who did all these
things to you, what is it that you would like the Commission to do about them?

MR GOBOZA: I would like the Commission to investigate and get them and punish
these people.

REVD FINCA: And you Thembinkosi?

MR TSHABE: That is my wish also.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. I think that is the very first time in this area in this
hearings of the Eastern Cape that we are listening to the testimonies of the
people of your age, more specially Mxolise who is only 15 years old.

We normally listen to the elderly people, it is for the first time that we are
listening to young people, a young person like Mxolisi.

That has actually touched us. We thank God that He has
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protected you that you didn't die that day. As we are looking at you, we think
about a lot of children who are like you, who were not so fortunate to be alive.
Young boys and girls who never escaped like you.

We wish you all the best in your lives. You have seen great things at a tender
age in a country where the elderly people are shooting the children. In other
countries the people say that children must be protected, given love and cared
for. In this country the elderly men are shooting the children of your age,
saying that they are protecting themselves, saying that they are maintaining law
and order.

We have a wish if it is possible, that you can grow up and the careers that you
would like to pursue in life, that should also happen. In Ventersdorp, you would
be the leaders, you have seen many great things at a tender age.



We thank you for coming to the Commission. Your wish that you would like to see
these people getting punished, we have noted it. My wish is that those people
one day should see, they should go to Ventersdorp and they should take a closer
look at you and say we apologise for nearly destroying your lives. Thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Mrs Rose Hobana, we welcome you. We thank you for coming before the
Commission this morning. Reverend Xundu is going to administer an oath to you
just before you give your evidence. Thereafter he will be leading you with
questions on behalf of the Commission. Thank you.

Who is the one next to you?

MRS HOBANA: She is a witness.

REVD FINCA: What is her name?

MRS HOBANA: Lydia Dyantyi. Lydia Dyantyi. We welcome you Amelia Dyantyi. As the
witness who is accompanying Mrs Rose Hobana, and because you will be talking
here, you will also take an oath. Thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I am going to start with you Rose Hobana.

ROSE HOBANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I am coming to you Amelia Dyantyi.

AMELIA DYANTYI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they are sworn in. Mrs Hobana, you are
here today to testify about the death or Sebenzile Jacobs. I would therefor
request you to tell us briefly, giving us the full picture of the incidents of
the time until the day of his death.

MRS HOBANA: In 1984, on the 15th of April it was at
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night, I was in the house with my husband, the children came

to tell me that Sebenzile, my son, was stabbed at Sekolho Street. We arranged
transport, we were going up and down looking for transport to go there.

But when we got there, we were told that he was in Galawe. I found him there, he
was laying there, dead. And the people of that place said he said his parents
should be told what happened.

The police came to fetch him. The following day in the morning, Sebenzile's
friend who was with him at the time, gave us more information. He told us that
they were toyi-toying, but they decided to go back to the house to see his



girlfriend.

The Gwali family was chasing them and Sebenzile ran away. Amelia came, the one
who is next to me. She is the one who gave me the full information, he was so
brave to come and tell me.

Therefor I request her to say something.

REVD XUNDU: Tell me, was Sebenzile a scholar at the time?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, he was doing standard 8.

REVD XUNDU: Is Fezile also a scholar?

MRS HOBANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Was Fezile a member of any organisation?

MRS HOBANA: I am not sure, I don't know anything about him.

REVD XUNDU: Let us come to you Amelia. Can you please tell us Amelia Dyantyi and
give us your picture so as to help the Commission to know what happened?

MS DYANTYI: I was standing in front of my house. The people who were toyi-toying
went passed, I can't remember the person who was dead at the time. They were
facing the
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Xalata direction.

After the people who were toyi-toying had disappeared, it was when here at
Lingaliqi the police were assaulting people. This child came from another
direction, he was being chased by three people.

We also ran into the house, I peeped through the window and I could see that it
was a human being. The other people were holding a torch, there was one
gentleman by the name of Pa from the Gwali family, he was also holding a torch.

Fezile's father was holding this child. Fezile was stabbing the child.

REVD XUNDU: What time was it? What time was it?

MS DYANTYI: It was at about eight o'clock.

REVD XUNDU: Was Fezile a scholar also?

MS DYANTYI: Yes, he was a scholar. It was during the times when the schools were
disturbed in Cradock, but he used to go to school. He used to be accompanied by
the police van.

REVD XUNDU: What was the cause of this conflict, was it because of the quarrel
among the neighbours or was it school related or was it the boycott?

MS DYANTYI: It was the people of Lingaliqi community.

REVD XUNDU: I want to know, were they quarrelling because of political reasons?
I want to clarify this question. It usually happens that the children would
fight in some places because of different reasons, maybe the would fight over a



girlfriend, sometimes they would fight because of their different ideas.

So I just want to know what was the cause of their quarrel. Was it because of
the different opinions from different political organisations at school?
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MS DYANTYI: I don't know.

MRS HOBANA: Yes, there was a conflict. It was during the time when Goniwe was
taken out of the school.

Fezile was on the side of the police and my son was on the side of Goniwe.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, you have given us a better light that they were fighting
because of different opinions in political organisations.

Was there any investigation, were there any charges laid after this incident?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, Fezile was arrested. We were requested to make a statement.
Goniwe and Xwalata were in prison in Gauteng at that time, but the case didn't
go on. When Goniwe was released, they began to investigate the case.

There was another conflict between the Gwali family and Goniwe. After that,
Goniwe died. Then the case ended there.

REVD XUNDU: Do you mean that the court didn't do anything about this case of
Fezile?

MRS HOBANA; No, there was nothing that happened.

REVD XUNDU: The situation in the community, how was it? Were there police
working within the law or maybe they used to do whatever pleased them at the
time?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, they were doing whatever they wanted to. They used to take the
law into their hands. But I requested them to bury my child, because at the time
I didn't have money, they referred me to Goniwe to bury my child.

Then I had no alternative, I had to bury my child.

REVD XUNDU: Did you lay any charges with the hope of getting compensation
because of this?

MRS HOBANA: After that, they left Cradock because of
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pressure from the community.

REVD XUNDU: Where is Fezile now?

MRS HOBANA: Fezile is in Alice. There are people that we know in Alice, we are
going to ask them for more information. The whole family left.



REVD XUNDU: It seems that people run away to Alice. Oliphant went to Digene and
now he went to Digene as well. As you are here today, it is obvious that you
must have a request or a wish that you would like to tell the Commission because
of the death of your son?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, I have a request.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please tell us?

MRS HOBANA: First of all my child died when he was doing standard 8 and I was
working as a domestic worker, trying to educate my child. He used to have casual
jobs during weekends, trying to help me.

Secondly I buried my child alone. I only got R250-00 from the organisation.

Thirdly I cannot do anything for my child, I cannot afford a tombstone for my
child. I would like the Commission to help me in trying to erect a tombstone for
my son.

REVD XUNDU: Are you talking about something like a tombstone? Are you talking
about a tombstone?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, and I also request some compensation because since the death of
my son, I was never - I am not healthy, I am sick. I usually go and see a
Doctor, sometimes.

REVD XUNDU: I thought that I had finished everything concerning this matter, but
I think my colleagues might have some questions.
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REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: I think it is possible that Amelia might answer this question for
me and I am sorry that I have to take you back to it, but I think she said - can
you hear me Amelia? When you were speaking, you mentioned that Fezile's father
was present at the time of Sebenzile's death and that he was holding him down.
Did I hear correctly, while he was being stabbed by Fezile he was being held
down by the father of Fezile?

MS DYANTYI: Yes, he was holding him.

MS CRICHTON: That's all I wanted to know.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Just to add to the question of Mrs Crichton, you
said there was a person called Pa Gwali, he was a policeman is that true?

MS DYANTYI: He was a teacher.

MS MAYA: Was he also one of Fezile's brothers?

MS DYANTYI: He was Fezile's cousin.

MS MAYA: Were they all present during Sebenzile's death?

MS DYANTYI: Yes, they were present.



MS MAYA: Maybe Mrs Hobana, you can answer this question. Were they also
prosecuted during the court proceedings?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, they were at the court, they submitted a statement.

MS MAYA: Were they sentenced?

MRS HOBANA: No.

MS MAYA: Do you have any idea where they are right now?

MRS HOBANA: All of them, they relocated, they left Cradock.

MS MAYA: One other question, maybe you will be able to clarify this. This thing
of the scholars that used to be
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taken with the police vans to school, was this a common thing here in Cradock?

MRS HOBANA; Yes.

MS MAYA: It was a certain group, only a certain group of scholars who could go
to school?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, they continued going to school, but some other children were
not going to school because they were fighting.

MS MAYA: Were there any other children who suffered the same as Sebenzile by
being stabbed?

MRS HOBANA: There are a lot of children who were also injured here in Cradock,
but different cases.

MS MAYA: But do you think there were any relation? Do you think the police were
linked to this incident?

MRS HOBANA: Some of the children were injured by the police.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mrs Hobana. I have a few questions for you so that I can
get clarity. In your statement, if it is correct, you said the Attorney General
refused to prosecute Fezile? Can you please explain to me what happened?

MRS HOBANA: Do you mean in the Magistrate's office?

REVD FINCA: Yes.

MRS HOBANA: Fezile was arrested and his father and his cousin, they also went to
court. He was called and he gave a report, but there was no discussion and they
said they would call us again, but that never happened.

REVD FINCA: Do you know the Prosecutor who was there in the court?

MRS HOBANA: No, I don't know him. And the attorney was Mr Siwisa.
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REVD FINCA: Thank you if we would like to get more details, we are going to
consult Siwisa.

Secondly, you are giving us a picture of differences in the community of Cradock
being caused by a dismissal or transfer of Mr Goniwe?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, the people were in the struggle and Goniwe was the leader and
it appeared that at school some of the people were not in favour of him.

REVD FINCA: You mean that was the cause of different opinions from the
residents?

MRS HOBANA: Yes. The Gwali family was working hand in hand with the police.

REVD FINCA: After the death of your son, Sebenzile, how was the atmosphere in
the community?

MRS HOBANA: Things got worse because during the death of Sebenzile, Goniwe was
still alive.

REVD FINCA: Was that the cause of the conflict between your family and Fezile's
family or perhaps it also affected the whole community?

MRS HOBANA: The whole community was affected.

REVD FINCA: How was the funeral? Were all the people there?

MRS HOBANA: Yes, all the people was there, but the police had the rules.

REVD FINCA: What kind of instructions?

MRS HOBANA: They said at a certain time, the funeral should start at a certain
time and only a certain amount of people should be there, should attend the
funeral.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mrs Rose and you Amelia. I think this is helping us a lot
that if you have made a statement, our investigation unit may follow up on those
statements,
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because I think that your statement is a good example that when it is difficult
for the Commission to get a clear picture of the situation at the time, it is
likely that the Commission can reach an improper conclusion or decision.

Your statement looks like it was just a conflict of people, but now by getting
deep into the details of the atmosphere of the community, it is clear of what
was happening and what was happening during the death of Sebenzile.

I want to commend on the way you have explained, you have told us the story and
we are now clear about the situation of Cradock at the time.

I want the people to know, all the people who have made a statement, must know
that our investigation unit is going to make a follow up, so that they can be
able to differentiate between the issues of the community and things that are
politically related.



Though this Commission would like to get deeper into the details, but
unfortunately we are restricted in some of the issues. Therefor I want to thank
you, you and your witness for coming forward and telling us that story.

Thank you, you can take your seats.

--------------------
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FREDERICK EMMANUEL HUFKIE: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Good afternoon Father Hufkie.

REV HUFKIE: Good afternoon Sir.

MR SANDI: Before I assist you to give evidence before this Commission, I just
want to say that I'm personally very glad to meet you at last. I've read a lot
about you. As I told you during tea time, I used to work in an office where
there was a huge file about you, a lawyers office so I thought of know some of
the things you will be talking about.

I am going to ask you a number of questions just to help you to put your story
to this Commission, but before I do that, I just want to ask you to tell us very
briefly about yourself.

REV HUFKIE: Comrade Chair, I think I should start when I entered Fort Hare in
the late 30's, the early 40's, and that is where I met the present President,
Nelson Mandela and the late Oliver Tambo. So that was a great privilege for me
to have been with them at university. When I left there I entered the teaching
profession and I became a member of the Teachers' League of South Africa the
Unity Movement. I also had friends in the Communist Party, I taught with them
but I never became member of the Communist Party. In any event I was associated
with those who opposed the government at the time and the apartheid system and I
was being harassed and intimidated to a considerable extent during my early
years as a school teacher until 1976 when I was detained for the first time. I
don't know whether you want me to continue further in this trend Comrade Chair.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Father Hufkie. I think that should be sufficient
for introduction. I have read your statement and it seems to me that your
testimony will cover two periods, that is 1976 and 1985, is that correct Father
Hufkie?

REV HUFKIE: That is correct Sir.

MR SANDI: Before we talk about what happened to you during 1976 when you were
detained, would you mind if I asked you personal question? You appear to be
quite an elderly person? Are able to tell us how old you are Father Hufkie if
you don't mind about that.

REV HUFKIE: I'm the same age as the President of the country Nelson Mandela, 78
years.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much for that Father Hufkie. Let us go on to talk about
1976. You say in 1976 you were arrested at school? Were you a teacher at the
time?



REV HUFKIE: Yes Sir, I was at that time head master of the High School, the
Spandau High School at Graaf Reinet and I was all along a target of the security
police, they set my school alight, certain classrooms. I considered that as a
form of intimidation in order to be able to pin something on to me. It went on
until they arrested me in June 1976, I was busy in my office and without any
warning the security police entered my office and told me that I'm being put
under arrest. They did not convey any reasons for my arrest and just told me
that I had to come along with them.

They took me to the police station at Graaf Reinet without allowing me to see my
wife or to enter my home in order to pick up small toiletry requirements, etc.
and I was rushed from there, from the police station at Graaf Reinet at break-
neck speed by a security policeman, Sergeant van Eden, to Oudtshoorn. From there
I was immediately transferred to another police vehicle and taken to Paarl, and
there I was imprisoned in the Victor Verster Prison.

MR SANDI: Did you appear in court to face any criminal charge?

REV HUFKIE: Yes my wife is a very sensitive person and she was deeply
distressed, and she resorted to legal action, some form of legal action but it
all was in vain. No charge was lodged against me, I was merely detained and
imprisoned.

MR SANDI: Was that detention without trial in terms of the security laws of the
time?

REV HUFKIE: Which laws Sir?

MR SANDI: I take it this was detention without trial in terms of some of the
security laws that existed at the time?

REV HUFKIE: I presume that is the case Sir.

MR SANDI: Did anything happen to you whilst you were in detention in terms of
bad treatment or torture?

REV HUFKIE: My treatment, I was not subjected to any form of torture, but the
whole experience was for me very humiliating and very distressful because I had
a responsible position and I was merely taken away from my school. I still had
very important matters to attend to but the security police were not interested
in that at all, and that is why I felt very frustrated, very demoralised, and it
was an experience of extreme distress for me during my detention. I remained in
prison for seven months, it extended over the Christmas vacation, New Year, they
would not release me, the security police at Oudtshoorn, under whose
jurisdiction Graaf Reinet fell at the time. They maintained that I was a source
of danger to the community, I had to be taken completely away from the community
and it was only the intervention of the security police of Cape Town who visited
the Victor Verster Prison regularly and I maintain it was because of good
conduct that they declared that I had to be released in the new year.

MR SANDI: I have a copy of your statement in front of me, there is something
that says here, one of the reasons why you were arrested was because you were
refusing to assist the police in arresting students. Would you like to explain
that?

REV HUFKIE: That is correct.

MR SANDI: Was it a customary practice amongst the police? to expect teachers to
cooperate when they want to arrest students?

REV HUFKIE: Yes they expected me to cooperate with them, but I refused. That I
believe, is a contributory factor which led to my arrest.



MR SANDI: These students, were they your students at your school? Were they
under you as a teacher at school?

REV HUFKIE: That's correct Sir.

MR SANDI: Is that all you've got to say about 1976 before we proceed to what
happened in 1985?

REV HUFKIE: Yes as I said it was a very demoralising experience for me to have
taken into custody for no reason whatsoever, except that I was opposed to the
government policy, opposed to the government and I expressed myself freely. So
that is the position as far as 1976 was concerned. I returned and decided that I
was going to resign, take early retirement from the teaching profession because
I feared that at some stage they were going to dismiss me, the Department of
Education, because of my opposition to the Coloured Affairs having taken over
the education of our schools at the time, I was vehemently opposed to Coloured
Affairs and I expressed myself freely in the presence of inspectors when they
visited my school and I think that is a factor which would have eventually led
to my dismissal, and that is why I decided to go on early retirement
prematurely, depriving myself of substantial financial benefits, pension
benefits and other benefits. But I felt that the safest way out would be for me
to go on premature retirement, even though I suffered financially because of
that premature retirement in 1976. I retired in 1978, I served another year,
1977 and in 1978 my retirement was granted, voluntary retirement prematurely.

MR SANDI: Did you Father Hufkie at some stage change professions and become a
church minister?

REV HUFKIE: Yes Sir, after retiring from the teaching profession, I proceeded in
1979 to Rhodes University to study theology in order to qualify for the
Christian Ministry. I served three years at Rhodes and I was sent to
Johannesburg to complete a period of probation of two years at Johannesburg and
then I received a call to Graaf Reinet to the Parsonage Street Congregational
Church. In 1984 I was ordained as the minister of that church and a minister of
the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa.

MR SANDI: Then in 1985 when you were a member of the UDF and the ANC did you say
you were detained again by the security police?

REV HUFKIE: Yes Sir in 1985 when I returned from one of my outstations, Noupoort
in the neighbourhood of Graaf Reinet, I pulled my car into the car port at my
home and the security police pounced on me immediately... (end of side A tape
16)

(side B of tape 16).....inquired as after my whereabouts by telephone to the
other security policemen along the road from Middelburg to Graaf Reinet and they
sent through the message that I was on my way, and at my car they approached me
and said that I was under arrest and they did not allow me to enter my house or
to see my wife and family. They shoved me on to one of the caspars, together
with other comrades of mine and took me to the police station at Graaf Reinet.

MR SANDI: Then can we talk about the humiliation to which you were subjected
when you were in detention, what happened to you when you were in the police
cells during 1985?

REV HUFKIE: Yes Sir it was a much worse experience for me at Middelburg. They
held us at Graaf Reinet's police station for ten days, about twenty of us locked
up in a small cell without any toilet facilities, there was one bucket that
served ablution purposes and we were all crowded together in that cell for 10
days without being able to was or clean ourselves and with only that bucket as
an ablution facility. We slept amongst one another and it was a horrible
experience. I told this Sergeant Stander, when he came into the cell that it was
a disgraceful state to which we were being subjected and were they not going to
see to it that we were at least allowed human facilities. He said that he would



see to that and that was the last that I saw of him at that time.

That was at Graaf Reinet, from they transported us to the prison in Middelburg.
There are colleagues that were with us at the time in this audience here today,
and we were locked up in the prison at Middelburg and there we served over six
months.

MR SANDI: Was anyone of your colleagues at that stage forced to take off all his
clothes?

REV HUFKIE: Yes in prison we were at one stage instructed to strip ourselves to
the skin, we were naked all of us, naked, and we were told to lean against the
wall of the cell. It was a very very humiliating experience for me as a
Christian minister, some of my colleagues were members of my church and to have
been exposed in such a manner created great pain and humiliation for me.

MR SANDI: Who was doing this to you?

REV HUFKIE: The captain of the prison. I cannot remember his name. He instructed
all the other warders who came dressed in the uniform that they put on when they
were busy with onslaughts on prisoners. They came and told us to undress, the
captain of the prison led this squad.

MR SANDI: Did they give any reasons for this order?

REV HUFKIE: Sir I don't know what happened, I don't know whether some of us
peeped through the window, we were disallowed to do that I think, but something
must have happened to have disturbed them to the extent that they instructed us
to strip naked.

MR SANDI: Is that the end of your testimony Father Hufkie.

REV HUFKIE: Yes Sir, I would just like to mention that my premature retirement
from teaching, as I mentioned at the beginning landed me in financial
difficulties, because I deprived myself of substantial financial benefits and at
this stage I retired from the Christian ministry as well now, I'm no longer
active in the ministry, although I still serve when the church needs me for
communion and baptism and marriages, but the paucity of my present pension as a
teacher is absolutely inadequate for me to meet my commitments and I depend to a
great extent my children to support me. So I feel that as a result of my
premature retirement, I deprived myself of financial needs which create
difficulties for me at the present time and I wish to appeal for a small
pension. I believe there is a pension for those who had committed themselves to
this struggle for liberation in the past, to be rewarded with a pension, a small
pension to supplement my present teacher's pension will be deeply appreciated.

MR SANDI: I take it Father Hufkie, that that is the end of your testimony.

REV HUFKIE: That is right Sir.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Father Hufkie, I will now return you to the
Chairman. Thank you very much Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Father Hufkie, we are grateful that you have come to share your
experiences with the Commission. We are aware of the kind of humiliation that
you suffered and as you know, many people who dared to oppose the system of
apartheid were subjected to those kinds of experiences, and even worse. We are
grateful that you have shared this experience with us and with the people of
South Africa.

We have noted the request that you have made. We are going to be sitting down
and analysing all these submissions and see if they fit into the definition of
what the Act requires us to do in terms of the gross human rights violations and



make recommendations to the State President who then will take the final
decision on these matters. For now let me just say that the Commission is
grateful that you have made this submission, and indeed you belong to a few of
those who were not so disadvantaged but preferred to identify themselves with
those who were on the side of disadvantage. Thank you very much.

REV HUFKIE: Thank you Sir.

-----------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10-02-1997 NAME: NOTUTU LIZZIE JAMES

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We would request that those people who have a problem following the
language, do get the earphones handed over to them so that we are ready to
start. Let us just check how many people are needing earphones. Only one person
there? Okay, let's say that those who are needing earphones, should talk to,
where is the Logistics Officer, to that lady at the door there - those who are
needing earphones.

The procedure that we are going to follow, will be in Xhoza. I was just telling
those people who do not understand Xhoza, what to do. We welcome you in this
hearing of the Truth Commission, here in Cradock. We thank you for your presence
in this hearing and we thank you for accompanying the people who will be
testifying in front of the Commission.

We are now going to start - the time is quarter past nine. Usually, before the
proceedings, we usually stand up to give respect to the people who will be
testifying, therefor I request you to stand up.

We are going to ask Reverend Vena to lead us in prayer. THE COMMISSION COMMENCES
WITH PRAYERS.

REVD FINCA: We thank Reverend Vena. We greet the people of Cradock. We thank the
Lord that He kept us until we got to Cradock, the place that we know.

I think all the South Africans know this place, of its
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contribution. The great contribution that it made in the struggle of liberation
in our country.

If we mention the places that brought the leaders of the struggle of liberation,
we usually mention Cradock as one of those places because it had a remarkable
contribution.

It had that spirit that was so amazing in fighting for our freedom in our
country. When we arrived here in Cradock, some of us were involved in the
struggle, they get the spirit because they came to the root of the struggle. As
the Commission was planning its work at the beginning of last year, when it
concluded where to start, there was an idea that the first hearing should sit in
Cradock, but because of other regions, because we wanted the first hearing to
show our region Eastern Cape, as a whole, we had to take different cases from
different people of different nations and different organisations.

We concluded that the first hearing should be in East London, but I would like
to tell you that Cradock was among the places that we thought about first.

We thank you that you are here today when we are towards the end of our work as



the Commission. In this hearing we are going to talk about the incidents from
Cradock and the other towns. We have tried to mix the incidents of Cradock and
Somerset and the other neighbouring towns.

I want to welcome therefor all the people who are here especially the 15 people
who will be testifying in front of this Commission. I would like to welcome
Reverend Henry Maqroa, who is from the Anglican Church, who is here with us.
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I would like to welcome also the visitors from the United States of America that
are here with us today. I would request them to stand up as I would be calling
their names. That is Vincent Warren, Shanna Judge. There is Mora Lee, and
Annemarie Cillie, Gene Mackalhan and Flemming Hoffman. These are the visitors
who are here from the United States.

They are here in South Africa. Last week they were in the Gauteng hearings, this
week they will be here with us for the three days here in Cradock. We would like
to thank them, they have been here with us, admitting that the struggle of
liberating this country, got support from different countries.

The countries who were us while we were in pain. We thank this opportunity of
reconciliation and they are here with us today.

Lastly I would like to introduce, just before we start with the hearing. I would
like to tell the people that we have got a lot of statements coming from the
neighbouring towns that we will be dealing with in this three day hearing here
in Cradock. We have something like 124 different cases.

Unfortunately we cannot take all this statements to the hearing, because if we
will try to take all of them, we can take three to four weeks sitting here in
Cradock, listening to those cases.

Because of that, we had to restructure again and take a few cases. I want to
make it clear to the people that the statements that are not brought forward to
the hearing, that does not necessarily mean that the Commission is ignoring them
or maybe such statements are not as important as the
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other statements.

Because of the limited time that we have, we can take only a few statements. The
statements that are not brought forward to the Commission, the Commission is
dealing with them the same as the other statements, in other words, our
investigative unit is going to investigate those cases. The Committee of the
Human Rights Violations is also going to deal with those statements and make a
finding.

The Committee of Rehabilitation and Reparation is going to work with those
statements. I want to assure the people who won't be appearing in front of the
Commission that their statements that are here with us, they also get the same
attention as the other statements for those people who will be here, coming
forward to testify.



We will be here for three days, it is today, tomorrow and Wednesday. Because of
the fact that today it is our first day, we have started at quarter past nine.
As from tomorrow and Wednesday, we will start exactly at nine o'clock. We
therefor request that the people should be seated at half past eight.

We appeal to the people that they give the hearing the respect that it deserves,
and the dignity that it deserves. I am talking to the people of Cradock who know
our battle, and the people who know what respect means, what kind of respect we
gave to the victims of that battle. Thank you. For now I am going to hand over
to Miss Tiny Maya, who will be telling us about the order of the day. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Honourable Presiding Commissioner, I present to
you this morning a list of all the people who have applied to appear before the
Human Rights Violations Committee of the Truth and Reconciliation
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Commission in the order in which they will appear. I wish to point out first
that today our testimonies will cover four areas, or Magisterial Districts which
are Cradock, Venterstad, Jansenville and Aberdeen. We originally had 17
witnesses who would be testifying on our line-out, but two of them, we are told,
are absent unfortunately.

I will first read out the names of the witnesses who will be testifying, then
those of the victims who were affected, the nature of the violation and the year
during which such a violation occurred.

We have Novintwembi Grace Ngqamfane, in the matter of Zongezile Patrick Mfazwe,
who was murdered in Cradock in 1986.

Notutu Lizzie James, in the matter of Rocky James, murdered in Cradock in 1977.
Xoliswa Ethel Mboya, in the matter of John Vuyisile Mboya, murdered in Cradock
in 1992. Thandiwe Agness Dano, in the matter of Luyanda Dano, torture and severe
ill-treatment in Cradock, 1977.

Boniswa Elsie Khethwa, in the matter of Simphiwe Khethwa, murdered in Venterstad
in 1986. Velele Willie Ramncwana, in the matter of himself. He was tortured in
Venterstad in 1963.

Polina Nolese Mbalula, in the matter of Nobeki Mbalula, who was murdered in
Venterstad in 1993. Mxolisi Goboza, testifying about himself - attempted murder
in Venterstad, 1993.

Thembinkosi Tshabe, in the matter of himself, attempted murder, Venterstad,
1993. Deborah Nomeisie Mzati, in the matter of Ayanda Mzati, disappearance,
Jansenville, 1989.

David Velele Mngona in the matter of himself and that of his brother, Peter
Rapudi. He was subjected to severe
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ill-treatment and his brother was murdered in Jansenville in 1985.

Nomight Regina Booyse, in the matter of Vuyani Douze, who was murdered in



Jansenville in 1986. Ginette Nompumelelo Mejane, in the matter of Thembile
Mejane, who disappeared from Jansenville in 1985. Nettie Maradebe Grootboom, in
the matter of Themba Richard Grootboom, who was murdered in Jansenville in 1986.

Xolile Gadion Mzati, testifying about himself. He was tortured in Aberdeen in
1985. David Kaiser Meintjies, testifying about himself, attempted murder in
Aberdeen in 1985. And the last one is John Tembisile Vena, testifying about
himself. He was tortured in Aberdeen from 1985, right up to 1991. Thank you Mr
Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank you Miss Maya. Before we start with our hearing, it is our
tradition that we have a moment of silence to remember the people that we will
be talking about, the people who died. I would request the people to stand up to
give that respect.

We remember Zongezile Patrick Mfazwe, Rocky James, John Vuyisile Mboya, Simphiwe
Khethwa, Nobeki Mbalula, Ayanda Mzati, Peter Rapudi, Vuyani Douze, Thembile
Mejane, Themba Richard Grootboom.

May their souls rest in peace, may the Lord give them His light.

As usual we will now hand over. Just before I do that, I will introduce our
panel today. We have Commissioners and Committee members of the Eastern Cape.
From my far left, we have Mrs June Crichton, who is coming from Port Elizabeth,
who used to work for the Black Sash. She was in the forefront in the Anglican
Church Congregation. She is now
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a member of the Committee called the Human Rights Violations.

On my left I have Reverend Xundu. I think the people of Cradock know him. Most
of the funerals here, he used to be there, he used to attend those funerals. You
will remember in the funeral of the Cradock four, he was participating as an
Officiating Minister. He is an Anglican Church Reverend, and one of the
prominent activists that were coming from the church here in the Eastern Cape.

On my right I have Miss Tiny Maya, she is an attorney, She is from Umtata where
she was working as an attorney. She was practising as an attorney, she was also
a prominent member in the organisations of attorneys dealing with Human Rights.
She is also a member of the Human Rights Violations Committee.

On my far right, I have Mr Ntsiki Sandi. He is also an attorney. He is from
Grahamstown. He was working on the border, he was working with the organisations
of the attorneys that were actually dealing with Human Rights. I am Bongani
Finca from Alice. We are the members of this panel today. Dr Alex Boraine, who
is the Secretary of the Commission, he actually phoned me this morning greeting
us because he is an acting Chairperson of this Commission as the Bishop is still
sick at the moment.

He is also wishing us success, he is not here but he is with us in prayer. We
are going to start.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Chairman, just before you start, I would like to introduce
Reverend Finca who was in the Council of Churches. He was also involved in
Ciskei during the overthrowing of the Government of Qgozo, he is also the
Convenor of this Region, so I would like to introduce him to CRADOCK HEARING
TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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you, because he had a great contribution in looking at the Human Rights
Violations. He is also a Convenor, he also deserves the position that he is
holding. With those words, I wanted to introduce him to you, thank you.

REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Notutu Lizzie James. We welcome you Mrs
Lizzie. We are going to hand over to Reverend Xundu who will be administering
the oath.

NOTUTU LIZZIE JAMES: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya will be leading you in questions Mrs James.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. I greet you Mrs James. Firstly I want to verify
your names, you are Notutu Lizzie James, is that so? You reside at number 22
Loqolene Street, is that so?

MRS JAMES: Yes.

MS MAYA: You are going to tell us today about your son, Rocky James, who was
killed in 1977. What can you tell us about James, how old was he at the time?

MRS JAMES: He was 17 years old at the time. It was early in the morning, the
White policeman came with the Councillor. I didn't know the White policeman, I
only know the Councillor who was Xolile Dosini.

They didn't knock at the door, instead they kicked the door. When I asked, they
said open up. Because I was just discharged from the hospital, though I was
still sick, I tried to stand up to open up the door - when I opened the door,
they asked me where is Rocky, I said Rocky is asleep, what's wrong?

They said they were looking for him. I said he was in the bedroom that was next
to mine. They went there to that
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bedroom and I followed them. When he stood up, Dosini lit him with a torch, he
said don't do that because I must first get my clothes. He said, you are not
going to tell me what to do.

I said, you can't talk like that. Just give my child a chance to dress up, he is
not going to get out of the house, naked as if he has killed a person. They
waited for him until he finished dressing up. When he was about to go out, he
said I greet you, Mom and Dad.

When he went out Dosini said, we are not going to waste time about you, we are
going to deal with you quickly. They took him out, his father was preparing
himself to go to work. I went back to bed.

After some time another van came. They didn't kick the door this time, they
knocked. I kept quiet, I was sitting on my bed. I opened the curtains and I
could see that there were policemen. I kept quiet. They said open up, I didn't
respond.



They ordered me to open the door again, I didn't respond. They went to the door,
the door was not locked because it was in the morning. When they opened, I
remembered that there was a child who was sleeping in the lounge and I went
there.

They asked me if I knew Rocky, I said yes, he is my son. They asked where is
Rocky? I told them that the police took him. They asked me the name of the
police, I said I don't know the names of the White policeman, I only know the
Councillor which is Xolile Dosini.

They said we are coming to tell you that the police who took your son, have
killed him. They went out of the door. After they have said that, I couldn't
cry. The only thing
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that I did, I went out, but I am still wondering - even today - whether I was
dressed up when I went to his father in town.

The neighbours woke up because the children were crying and I was not there. One
of the neighbours who followed me and I was telling her to go back, because I
didn't want to be there with anybody, I wanted to be with my God. And I knew
that she was going to disturb me and I told her that if you are accompanying me,
you must keep quiet because I am still talking to my Lord.

When I went to the garage where my husband was working, I saw him. He was
alighting from the police van, he approached me and he told me that the police
brought - he asked me if the police came to my house and he also told me that
they took him to where my son was, but they didn't let him to come closer to
him. They said he must just stand at a distance and confirm that it was his son.

They took him back to work. When we were still talking, there was another van
who came to fetch him, my husband. He gave me the money, the bus fare to go back
home and I said, I don't want to take any transport, I don't want to talk to
anybody, I don't want to be disturbed, because I am still communicating with my
Lord and I am asking the Lord what to do.

I decided to walk home. When I arrived home I noticed that there were lots of
people, and the teachers were there. I told them that when the police were
taking him, my son, I told them that they must first tell the teachers because
he was writing exams.

What they did, they confused his father, so that he mustn't think about what to
do about his son, because each
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time one other van is bringing him. Each time the van brought him home, the
other van would come and take him back to the police station and they forced his
father so sign that he was operated, he must sign the form and then he refused
to sign, because he said he was not told about the operation. The person who
made the operation, must sign.

They told us that we are not going to get the body of my son, they are going to
bury him on a Thursday. He was going to be buried be the Government and we are



not allowed to attend the funeral. He was going to be buried by the police.

I asked them how can that happen because we are the parents of his boy? They
said, it is the law because whatever he was doing, he was doing it, we are not
supposed to be at his funeral, we are not going to attend.

I tried, I made some attempts because I noticed that the father was still
confused. I went to seek for legal advise from Fishart, who was a legal adviser
from Port Elizabeth and I wanted him to come just before the funeral.

He came, Fishart came on a Wednesday at six o'clock, he went there, when he
arrived, the District Commandant of the time asked the attorney where do you get
this information, because I just arrived, I was on leave? I didn't hear anything
about that, and you are coming from Port Elizabeth, you have this kind of
information?

The attorney told him that the parents of this boy told him. They wanted to know
who informed Fishart. Fishart said these parents have another child who is also
in Port Elizabeth, who is the one who gave me, Fishart, the message.

MR MAYA: Let me just interrupt you Mrs James. Did Fishart help you to get the
body of your son to bury it in the
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normal way?

MRS JAMES: Yes, he helped us but they were also forcing us to bury him before
time. I said, he was not going to be buried, the Government have killed my child
and he is finished his role and the role is mine.

He was killed on a Wednesday, we buried him the following week.

MS MAYA: Were there any disturbances during the funeral?

MRS JAMES: During his funeral there were some disturbances because they were
shooting teargas, there was a helicopter that was moving around. I only noticed
all these after we came from the graveyard and I only noticed - I also noticed
that the schools were burning.

After the funeral I took a taxi. I went to a place called Nolali where Xolile
was working. The Councillor refused me permission to talk to Xolile. I think
they phoned the police station because after that I saw the police vans and the
police alighted from the vans, pointing guns and they surrounded me and Xolile
came out of the office and I said, don't be afraid, Xolile, I am not going to do
anything. I just want to tell you something.

As a Xhoza person, if you know that if somebody else have done something wrong
to you, you usually go to the inyanga's. If you don't have money to consult
inyanga, tell me, I will give you money to pay your inyanga, because my only
inyanga is my God and all that has happened, God will see to it and I left him.

I went back to the house and even in the house I didn't tell anybody.

MS MAYA: As far as you know Mrs James, where is Xolile Dosini now?
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MRS JAMES: I don't know what is he doing there.

MS MAYA: Can you please tell us now about Rocky again. You said Rocky at the
time was only 16 years old, he was at school?

MRS JAMES: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you know what role did he play in the political organisation or
maybe the community organisations?

MRS JAMES: Rocky, at that time, was in the Youth League of the ANC.

MS MAYA: At the time of his arrest, do you know any reason for his arrest?

MRS JAMES: No.

MS MAYA: The details of his death, did you get them and what was happening, what
did they say about his death?

MRS JAMES: I didn't get those details because though they were saying that his
case was going to sit in Port Elizabeth, we were given the dates, but they said
me and my husband were going to be given train tickets. The people who would be
transported in vans, would be the people who would be testifying, the people who
would be witnesses.

What I said, the very same people who took my child, they must also bring him
again and I am not going to take a train, I am also going to take a van, because
my son was taken in a van, so I am also going to take the same van.

We got into the van and we went to Port Elizabeth. I don't know what is it that
they said, because they didn't ask anything, they didn't mention any attorney.
This is where I learnt that the courts are full of corruption, because there are
children who weren't there who were witnesses.

Those who would be testifying against us, they had a
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right to be protected. We were told that the case was closed. We didn't hear
anything, they didn't ask us anything as the parents, they didn't even attempt
to get the teachers who were teaching my child at school and get evidence that
my child was attending school. They just discussed alone with Fishart.

Even Fishart was not given any information.

MS MAYA: Was Fishart there?

MRS JAMES: Yes, he arrived during the court's proceedings.

MS MAYA: Lastly you have told us that your child was operated without your
permission. Who was that Doctor, do you know him?

MRS JAMES: Even the Doctor, we didn't know anything about him, because even the
Death Certificate was not available, so he was just buried like a dog, because I
was deprived of my rights.



MS MAYA: Did you get the Death Certificate later on?

MRS JAMES: No. I once tried to get a Death Certificate, but the Secretary, the
clerk told me that I was supposed to get a document that should be sent to
Pretoria and I must pay R10-00 for it. Because in that document it is written
that Rocky James was dead and he was buried, there was nothing else.

MS MAYA: The last question, your request, or the wish that you have that you
would like to tell the Commission, what is it?

MRS JAMES: What I would like to request is that the Commission, as I am now the
only person who is alive, I don't have a husband, the Commission should see how
it could help me.
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MS MAYA: You have told us about your illness, can you tell us more about it?

MRS JAMES: I am undergoing treatment because I am sick. There is no other way
that I can help myself. It is just that sometimes the groceries of my children
is missing and I bought the groceries, and I put it in the transport, but when I
went home, there was nothing. I don't even know what happened.

I didn't have the groceries with me, I don't even know what kind of transport I
used from town to home, but one child that I am staying with, he said that I
came and I asked for water to drink some tablets, and I said to him if somebody
is looking for me, he must just say I am not around.

And I went into my bedroom and I locked my bedroom and I slept there. I
remembered when the school children came home in the afternoon and they asked me
did you go to buy any groceries, I said yes. They asked where was the groceries,
I said just look in the house, it is there.

And the other child told them that I didn't come with any groceries. And what is
actually wrong with me, is that I have a heart problem and high blood and
nerves. If I happen to get those attacks at the same time, my mind is not
working, so I just decide to go and sleep.

MS MAYA: So you are trying to tell us that you need some help so that you can
get medical treatment?

MRS JAMES: Yes, if it is possible to get one, I would appreciate it.

MS MAYA: Is there anything that you would like to add?

MRS JAMES: There is nothing more. This is the end of my story. There is nothing
that I would like to take into my
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hands, as this happened, I knew that my God is alive. All my problems, I should
just give them to Him, there is nothing else that I am prepared to do because in
some of the problems, I would like God to see to it, how He can help me.

MS MAYA: I am going to hand over to Mr Chairperson, maybe he might have some



other questions.

REVD FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Mrs James, I want to know about your son, if he had a child or not?

MRS JAMES: He didn't have a child at the time.

REVD XUNDU: Who was the District Surgeon at the time? There is usually a
Government Doctor, called a District Surgeon, do you know that District Surgeon?

MRS JAMES: No, I don't know him.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know the Doctors here in Cradock who were there at the time?

MRS JAMES: I know some of them, I've forgotten some of them.

REVD XUNDU: Did you see Xolile after this incident, except the day that you went
to tell him about the inyanga?

MRS JAMES: Yes, I saw Xolile after that. He was mentally disturbed. After that,
I didn't see him again. I once saw him while his Sergeant called me, I was on my
way from the hospital, his Sergeant called me.

He said I must tell him so that he can apologise because when Xolile was
retrenched, even his clothes were taken, even his uniform was taken and he was
not given a chance to go and wash them, so I heard that he was once there. His
mother approached me because he wanted to apologise.

What I said to his mother, I said I can't say anything
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about Rocky, because it is not mine any more, because it was the devil, it was
the police, it was Rocky and God was waiting to welcome Xolile's soul. So I
won't be there, I can't say anything about Xolile.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs James, here I have your statement, your
written statement. I notice that there are things that you didn't mention during
your testimony, therefor I would like to ask you a few questions with the aim of
getting clarity.

Let us start about Mr Xolile Dosini, was this Xolile Dosini a Municipal Police?

MRS JAMES: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did the Municipal Police have a good relationship with the community?

MRS JAMES: Yes, they had a good relationship.

MR SANDI: I noticed in your statement that you said that you heard that your son
and the others who were arrested with him, were taken to the office of Black
Local Authority, do you mean the Municipal offices?

MRS JAMES: Yes.



MR SANDI: Where did you get that information?

MRS JAMES: The other children that he was with, were in that office, all of
them. When I moved from my house, I didn't go straight to town, I went to the
Municipal offices. When I arrived there, Xolile was scrubbing the floors where
my son's blood was.

MR SANDI: What is it that they are saying, what happened in there, what did they
tell you happened before Rocky was killed?
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MRS JAMES: It is only Xolile who was there. The Sergeant who was with him, was
not around at that time. While they were assaulting, they said he left, he was
not there while they were assaulting them.

MR SANDI: Didn't you say that one policeman came to the cells and said Rocky
must go out and run away and when he was trying to run away, they shot him.

MRS JAMES: No, I didn't say that. He was not in the cells, Rocky was not in the
cells, he was in the Municipal offices, he was killed in those offices.

MR SANDI: At school, are there any complaints or troubles that were there that
were caused by Rocky as students?

MRS JAMES: No, there were no problems. His teacher, when I told his teacher that
the case was closed, he asked me as a teacher, why he was not called to the
court to give a statement from a teacher's perspective.

Because he even took his exam papers to show them, he was prepared to show them
to the court, trying to tell the people that he didn't go to school on that
particular day.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Lizzie James, we thank you for coming before this Commission and
tell us this story about your son who was killed in this manner.

We thank you that this story reminds us, and it also reminds the people of this
country, that they mustn't forget that this country was liberated through the
blood of people like your son, Rocky.

I just wish that the Minister of Justice, Mr Dulah Omar, I wish he was here to
listen to your story and the way that you were respecting the Courts of Law and
the way that you lost that confidence in the Courts of Law because of the
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case of your son and the way it was handled.

Because that is showing us that the people who are our leaders today, they have
to take further steps to try and bring back the dignity that the courts used to
have.

The courts that lost their dignities because of the people who were leaders of



the time. We also notice that your son died like a dog. There was no
compensation, there was nothing. When the Commission will be making a report
back to the President, we will also mention that as it shall be coming from most
of the people who are coming in front of us, the people who sought help at the
Courts of Law, in stead the Courts of Law acted with apartheid rules in stead of
sympathising with the people who were in pain.

We thank you Mrs James, we also promise that all that you have told us today, we
will try as much as we can to deal with that in the correct manner. We include
them in the report back that we will be giving to the President of our country.
Thank you, you can take your seat.

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 12.02.97 NAME: NOMPUMELELO JANUARY

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

NOMPUMELELO JANUARY: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mrs January, you are going to tell us about your sister Nomfanezo
January, is that correct?

MRS JANUARY: Yes that is correct.

MR SANDI: What can you tell us about Nomfanezo January, your sister?

MRS JANUARY: On this day I was in one house and people came to call me, telling
me that my sister was shot.

MR SANDI: How old was your sister, was she born in 1944?

MRS JANUARY: She was younger than me.

MRS JANUARY: You said that the people came and called you, telling you that your
sister was shot?

MRS JANUARY: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who shot your sister?

MRS JANUARY: They said it's Gakarama, they said it's Namapeni.

MRS JANUARY: Is it Reli Nanapeni Buzani?

MRS JANUARY: Yes.

MR SANDI: Was she taken to hospital before she passed away?

MRS JANUARY: Yes when I arrived there they had already taken her to hospital. I
went to hospital and she was tied up in the hospital bed., I tried talking to
her but she couldn't respond to me. I went back home and I slept. In the morning
when I woke up, I found that she passed away.

MR SANDI: When you said that she was tied in the bed, do you mean that she was
in pain?

MRS JANUARY: Yes because she was shot in the head.

MR SANDI: Did she have any children.

MRS JANUARY: Yes she had three children?

MR SANDI: Where are they now?



MRS JANUARY: They are on the farm.

MR SANDI: How old is the child who is on the farm?

MRS JANUARY: All three of them are on the farm but I don't remember their ages.

MR SANDI: Are they elderly or are they still at school.

MRS JANUARY: They are not working, they are old though but they do casual jobs.

MR SANDI: Are they at school?

MRS JANUARY: No they're not at school, they do some casual jobs.

MR SANDI: Is there anyone who is in King Williamstown?

MRS JANUARY: Yes Ben is in King Williamstown. Ben is also an older person.

MR SANDI: Did your sister have a daughter?

MRS JANUARY: Yes, her name is Marsa.

MR SANDI: Where is Marsa?

MRS JANUARY: She was in a shack and the shack burned down.

MR SANDI: Where is the shack?

MRS JANUARY: Next to the Methodist Church. I don't remember the name of the
street.

MR SANDI: Is this in Cradock?

MRS JANUARY: Yes here in Cradock.

MR SANDI: Did the death of your sister affect your health? Were you affected in
any way, maybe your health?

MRS JANUARY: Yes because I was ill all the time after this incident.

MR SANDI: Did you receive any medical treatment?

MRS JANUARY: I used to go to OPD to get some pills from the doctor from Port
Elizabeth, I don't know his name.

MR SANDI: Do you know Mrs Ncaca next to you?

MRS JANUARY: Yes I know her.

MR SANDI: Did you hear about the incident that happened to her son.

MRS JANUARY: No.

MR SANDI: You didn't know that Xolani her sonwas in the same place where your
sister was shot?

MRS JANUARY: No I didn't hear because the Ncaca family are all over, so I didn't
know whether he was her child or not. (side A of the tape stops recordingat this
point)

(side B starts)



MR SANDI: ......on that day?

MRS JANUARY: Yes it was Mrs Nomvuka's child.

MR SANDI: Do you know of any others?

MRS JANUARY: No I don't.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mam?

MRS JANUARY: Yes that is all.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request of this Commission?

MRS JANUARY: My request is for a tombstone and I want to be helped with my
sister's children.

MR SANDI: Is that all Mam?

MRS JANUARY: Yes that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs January.

--------------------------------

 

MR SANDI:



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: BONISWA ELSIE KHETHWA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Miss Khethwa, I am going to hand over to Reverend
Xundu to swear you in. After that Ms Tiny Maya will lead you in questions on
behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

BONISWA ELSIE KHETHWA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, she is sworn in Mr Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Khethwa, are these your correct names
Boniswa Elsie and you reside at number 42, Nizizwe township?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: In your statement here in front of me, you are going to tell us about
your son Simphiwe Khethwa who was shot and killed by the police at Nizizwe,
Venterstad on the 6th of April 1986? How old was Simphiwe at the time?

MRS KHETHWA: He was only 13 years old.

MS MAYA: The statement says he was born in 1973, is that so?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: He was still at school, he was doing standard 3, is that so?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Can you tell us briefly what was the situation like at Nizizwe township
during the time of his death?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes. The police started by troubling our
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brothers who were studying outside Colesberg and Burgersdorp, they didn't like
them because they were saying that they were the cause of the commotion at
Venterstad.

Just before the death of my son, my brother quarrelled with a Sergeant, I was
called, I went there. When I tried to intervene by asking the police what was
their problem, because they were assaulting my brothers, what was the reason now
for that chaos, the policemen said I must keep quiet, because I had a communist
right in the house.



And they are going to make it a point that they end all the communists, they
will put them to end. On the 6th of April 1986, it was on Good Friday, the
police came to my house in the afternoon. When they arrived, they said today we
are here, and we want these communists that are here in your house, these dogs.

Unfortunately the elder people were not in the house, it was only my child and
the other children who were in the house. They ran away, they ran out of the
house through the back door, because the police were coming through the front
door.

They ran away, they went to the bush and the police was still chasing them. They
were running towards the farms. Late in the evening the other children came back
who also ran away with my son, but my son didn't come back.

The following day we started looking for him, asking people. One of the children
from the Baduli family said he left him next to the river and the police were
following him and he didn't see him, because he was also running away.

That is when the residents of Venterstad took a step and said we are going
there, we are going to the farm, we will be looking for this boy.
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My father had left with a bicycle to the neighbouring farms with the aim of
looking for him.

He couldn't find him, he came back. After some time they got him. I went to the
owner of the butchery and told him to help me trying to find my son and I
requested that the people shouldn't be killed, because they were looking for my
son. And the owner of the butchery said he was going to talk to the police about
this.

My father and my uncle found my son. My father said while he was still at a
distance, he could see that the head was twisted, the face was facing another
direction.

He noticed that he was not alive, just before he could come closer to him. He
touched him, he could see that he was beaten and his body was full of blood.

Even under the arms, he had blisters all over the body. My father left my uncle
there and he also went to the police and he called the police to see him.

When the police arrived, my father said he asked the police if they could see
that my son's neck was broken. The police said it is because of his behaviour,
that is why he was like that, there is nothing that the police could do at that
stage and he deserved to die at that place.

And the police even said that we parents, don't talk to our children to tell
them to stop doing the things. The police took my son with my father, they took
him with the van, took them with a van and took them to the police station.

MS MAYA: Do you think he died because he was shot or because he was assaulted?

MRS KHETHWA: No, I think he was shot and his head was twisted. The police said
he bumped against the pole, that
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is why his neck was like that. But when my father looked at him, he could see
that that was not true at all because even the pole and the fence was at a
distance. If he died as a result of that bumping, he would die next to the
fence.

MS MAYA: What happened on a Monday?

MRS KHETHWA: They said on Monday they will take him to the Doctor for a post-
mortem because the police were treating us badly and I requested that they
should stop the process of a post-mortem, because I could see that my son was
shot, there was no other reason for the post-mortem and they said he will have
to be operated.

I phoned my sister and I told her about the situation and my sister said there
was an attorney in East London, I must request her to go there and approach the
attorney.

MS MAYA: Did you get that Doctor for a post-mortem?

MRS KHETHWA: The police took him on a Monday to Steynsburg to Dr Jordaan and the
other Doctor. When they arrived there, my father was there also. He said they
put his body on the table and the police forced him to stand there and watch the
procedure of the post-mortem because he deserved to die in that manner.

The Doctor gave my father a Death Certificate and my father asked what was the
reason of his death and the Doctor said, you can see that he is shot and as you
can see, even the neck was broken.

My father came back and he told me that he was very, very depressed because of
what he had seen on that day. He told me that my son was operated from top to
the bottom in front of his eyes.

He gave me the Death Certificate. On that Monday at five o'clock the Sergeant
came with a van, with one White
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policeman and they said they want to take the Certificate, the Death
Certificate, because they were not satisfied with the results of the post-mortem
because it was actually degrading the police and they were taking the
Certificate to Bloemfontein to their own Doctor and they said they are not going
to release his body because a new Death Certificate was available.

They also took his body. For two weeks his body was taken away, because they
were saying they want their own Doctor to perform the post-mortem.

MS MAYA: During this time - what were these police doing at that time, while you
were waiting for the body of your son?

MRS KHETHWA: They said to me I must wait, they will tell me, they will give me
the date of the funeral. I phoned Siwisa, the attorney, I told him that the
police refused to give me the body of my son and he said he was going to phone
the police.

And he said the only thing that can help you is to go to East London and make
another statement. Even in East London the police in the offices, they were
arresting people in Siwisa's offices, the attorney's offices.



Siwisa said he can not, there is nothing much he can do, he will try in stead to
go back to Venterstad, because the police were arresting people in the offices.

MS MAYA: When did you get the body of your son?

MRS KHETHWA: It was after - when Siwisa came to Venterstad and he was talking to
the police and I could hear that they were saying we were not going to get the
body of my son and we also heard that the body of my son was in Burgersdorp and
they were saying he was still a prisoner.

He died where he deserved to die.
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MS MAYA: Did you get a Death Certificate?

MRS KHETHWA: No.

MS MAYA: Do you mean until today?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes, they said I must go to Max, one of my brothers.

MS MAYA: Why were they referring you to Max?

MRS KHETHWA: They said it is because he is the one who brought toyi-toyi to
Venterstad, so he is the one who must give me the Death Certificate.

MS MAYA: As you had a legal representative, was there any case that was held in
the court?

MRS KHETHWA: No, they said there was no case because he deserved to die and the
Sergeant at the time was Engelbrecht.

MS MAYA: I noticed that you and your family, you were tortured by the police.

MRS KHETHWA: They said I am defaming the name of the police because I go out to
the neighbouring towns and tell the people that the police had killed my son,
whereas the police didn't kill my son.

MS MAYA: I wanted to know because the police went to take photo's. What is it
that they got out of those pictures?

MRS KHETHWA: They said there were no pictures, there was nothing. So he just
deserved to die and they were not telling me the truth about my son.

MS MAYA: Last week when the Truth Commission came, we got those photo's, the
photo's that they had taken. I also noticed that while they were torturing you,
they also arrested you.

MRS KHETHWA: Because they said I was defaming the police and I was asking them
more details about this. They said CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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that I know where did I say all these things. They said they have their own
informers who were bringing the information to them.



They said I know that.

MS MAYA: The death of your son, how did the death of your son change your life?

MRS KHETHWA: My life has changed. The Doctors say that I am suffering from heart
ailments, that was from the time I was being harassed.

MS MAYA: Do you get any treatment from any Doctor?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes, there is a Doctor from Verwoerddam, I usually go to him. Even
in Dordrecht, there is one Doctor that I usually go to. Whenever I hear of any
Doctor who is an expert in heart ailments, I go there.

MS MAYA: Are you also responsible for the expenses of seeing the Doctors?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: I am sure that you have a request or a wish that you would like to tell
us.

MRS KHETHWA: I request that the Truth Commission should help me because the
grave of my son is torn, it is disappearing. I request that the Truth Commission
can help me to erect a tombstone for my son.

MS MAYA: You had another request again?

MRS KHETHWA: I had two children. When I started suffering, the second child, my
parents said I must take my brother's son to stay with him so that he can
replace my son in a way. Because now I am suffering, I am sick. I would like the
Truth Commission to help me.

MS MAYA: Would you also like to get help to pay for the Doctors?
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MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson, he might have some
questions.

REVD FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: I have a question. Among the police that were harassing you, did you
know any of their names?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes, the Station Commander was Engelbrecht. The Station Commander
was in charge while I was arrested and I was talking to him and then Letsi and
Sergeant who came to fetch the Death Certificate of my son.

REVD XUNDU: You don't know any other policemen except those?

MRS KHETHWA: I know all of them, but I cannot say which one actually shot my
son.

REVD XUNDU: I am asking the police who were harassing you, I want to know their
names if you can still remember them.

MRS KHETHWA: One of them from the farms was Marts. Marts was there.



REVD XUNDU: Were all of these White policemen?

MRS KHETHWA: Ben Letsi is a Xhoza policeman, Ben Letsi. Those are the only names
that I can remember.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Khethwa, can you hear me?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Can you tell me where Simphiwe's father is now?

MRS KHETHWA: Simphiwe's father passed away in 1984.

MS CRICHTON: That is not too long after this incident? You said that his father
was present at the post-mortem, is that correct?
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MRS KHETHWA: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: I think I want to say that I, and I am sure the Commission are
horrified at what he was subjected to in watching what he had to watch and it
just seems to be part of the systematic abuse that was being conducted at that
time, emotional abuse and psychological abuse.

I want to ask you, according to the statement I have in front of me, the Doctor
who conducted that post-mortem was a Doctor De Wet, but you mentioned a Doctor
Jordaan. Which of those two was it that conducted that post-mortem, do you know?

MRS KHETHWA: It was Doctor De Wet.

MS CRICHTON: And the Doctor Jordaan that you mentioned? (tape ends)

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Khethwa, who came to fetch the Death
Certificate or the post-mortem report from Dr De Wet at your home, I didn't hear
clearly.

MRS KHETHWA: It was Ben, his surname is Letsi.

MR SANDI: The one who came to take the Death Certificate, saying that they will
send the body to Bloemfontein to their own Doctor because they didn't trust Dr
De Wet?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes, it was Ben Letsi.

MR SANDI: Was he a Sergeant at the time?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.

MR SANDI: I noticed that in your statement you made mention of - you wish that
the Death Certificate that was made by Dr De Wet and the one that was taken by
Ben Letsi, you would like to get that Death Certificate back, is that so?

MRS KHETHWA: Yes.



MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.
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REVD FINCA: Mrs Khethwa, the question that Mrs Crichton asked you, I was a
little bit confused when you responded. Who was present at the time of the post-
mortem, was it your son's father or your own father?

MRS KHETHWA: No, it was my father.

REVD FINCA: Thank you.

MRS KHETHWA: It was a grandfather, not his father.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Boniswa, by telling us your story which is one of the
painful stories to all the people who are parents.

Your son would have been 24 years now if this incident did not take place. Maybe
he would be an university student, maybe he would have completed his studies at
an university, he would have started working.

But his life was terminated in this manner. We noticed in your story that you
are giving us a clear picture of people who turned into animals, the actions of
the police who were involved in the death of your son.

And what you are trying to show is us that they didn't even have respect, they
were taking his body up and down, whereas you being the family, you were
grieving, you were grieving so that you can give your son a dignified funeral.

You said all these things have troubled your life. Thank you for reminding us
and also remind South Africa about these things so that when we make the report
back to the President, we make it a point that such things do not happen again
in this country.

If we are talking about heroes, we have to write your name down because you went
through all this just because your son was involved in the struggle to end
apartheid.

We thank you so much, we are going to try and
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communicate with Hintsa Siwisa, the attorney to see if we can get the files and
what actually happened to the files of this matter.

If there are things to investigate, we can still come back to you if we still
need assistance from you, but for now, we say thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: MONWABISI MAKHAWULA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 2

REVD FINCA: We are going to call upon Monwabisi Makhawula. We are trying to
finish the issue, the incidents of Cradock before we go to lunch. Reverend
Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

MONWABISI MAKHAWULA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Monwabisi Makhawula and we will hand over to
Ntisiki Sandi who is going to help us to ask you questions on behalf of the
Commission. Can we please get someone to go outside to talk to the people
outside, to please keep quiet?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Makhawula, in your statement you said that
if I can just summarise your statement shortly, you are a resident here in
Cradock. Is that so Mr Makhawula?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, that is so.

MR SANDI: Please come nearer to the mike so that we can hear you. When did you
arrive here in Cradock?

MR MAKHAWULA: I arrived here in 1960.

MR SANDI: And you are still a resident here?

MR MAKHAWULA: I came here with my uncle, he was a minister at the time.

MR SANDI: Shortly as a resident of Cradock you took part and you were a member
of political organisations. What organisations are these?
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MR MAKHAWULA: I started in the 1960's together with other men who were around
here. We were together, we were members of the ANC.

MR SANDI: Your membership or your involvement in such organisations, it caused
problems for you with the police. Can you please tell us what the police did to
you?

MR MAKHAWULA: In 1983 we came together and we formed a Residents' Association
called CRADORA, it was known as Cradock Residents' Civic Association.

MR SANDI: Who are these people which formed this organisation with you?



MR MAKHAWULA: I am talking about Matthew Goniwe, Fort Xalaha, Sparo and Mrs
Sibanda, Mrs General and Mrs Kaye.

MR SANDI: You formed this organisation and you worked with the aim of the
residents. You said that in 1983 the problems started. Can you please explain
that?

MR MAKHAWULA: There were always problems here in Cradock, but we formed this
organisation to try and solve problems in 1983 here in Cradock. I think it was
between June and July in 1983 when we formed this organisation, the Residents'
Association.

MR SANDI: At this time Mr Makhawula, I will let you explain your story to us
from the beginning to the end and I will not interrupt you except if there is a
need for me to do that, and I will do that. After that we will ask questions.
You can continue with your story Mr Makhawula.

MR MAKHAWULA: Thank you. In 1983 when we formed this Residents' Association, one
of the main aims of this was the rent issue and in 1983 when here in Cradock, a
new location was being built, it was known as Thlatha and the municipality here
or the council here in Cradock, made a
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sliding scale and that was unusual here in Cradock.

People had to pay rent according to their salaries and that was unusual to the
community in Cradock and they didn't consult with the people of Cradock.

They were just told about it. What was very painful to the people and what was
not acceptable to the people was that if your house is the same as your
neighbour's house, it was with the same bricks and everything was the same, and
you have to pay R100-00 and your neighbour maybe had to pay R500-00.

And that was unacceptable to the people. And the people did not like this. Even
the Government and the municipality did not like our organisation. And it was
found out that the issues here were different. There was a political intention
behind, there were community councillors and they were not acceptable in the
townships because people would ask questions that if there is such a problem,
why can't community councillors do something.

They were fighting against the Residents' Association and Matthew Goniwe was
pointed out to be the one who was responsible for this Association. As a result
of this, he was dismissed from school.

And that was also unacceptable to people because they liked Matthew Goniwe very
much. And above all he was good at school and they wanted him to be a principal
in the school because when he came to the school, things were better, there was
respect at school and at the end of the year, the results were better than the
previous years.

So the people of the township were satisfied with the work of Matthew Goniwe.
Again, I made a mistake that he was dismissed, he was transferred to Graaff-
Reinet and that was
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not acceptable to people here in Cradock.

When the people analyzed this they found out that there is a danger in this.
That since they knew that the police were after him and suddenly they stopped
and they said that they are waiting for the schools to be closed and the
children to stop school in November and after that they send this telegram that
he has been transferred to Graaff-Reinet.

And the people saw that there is some danger in this that the police might do
something to him on the way there.

MR SANDI: Did he actually, has he been transferred, Mr Goniwe?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes. They transferred him.

MR SANDI: Did he to this place, to Graaff-Reinet?

MR MAKHAWULA: No, he did not go.

MR SANDI: According to history if I still remember well, I think Mr Goniwe was
finally dismissed because he did not agree to go to Graaff-Reinet?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, he was dismissed from work.

MR SANDI: Let us now come to where you have complaints.

MR MAKHAWULA: Can you please repeat your question.

MR SANDI: All these things that was happening here in Cradock, you had
complaints about them. Can you please tell us whether you were harassed by the
police as a member of this Residents' Association?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, that happened a lot sir because in this issue of Matthew
Goniwe and the school, when he was dismissed from school, when he was
transferred from school, we went there a lot because this issue was under my
control.

So I was the one who was responsible for ensuring that he was not transferred.
We went to Regional Director who was Mabel at that time, but we didn't get
anything from him. CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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MR SANDI: Did you take any steps as the residents complaining about his
dismissal?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, we did. Firstly when he was dismissed students at school
boycotted their classes, that was the beginning of the school boycott when they
dismissed him.

When the officials said they can't do anything because he doesn't want to listen
to the authorities. And that was the beginning of the school boycott in Cradock.

It started in the high school here in Cradock, Lingelihle High School and today
it is known as Matthew Goniwe. They boycotted classes in that school and other
schools also joined.

There was a students' organisation at that time. When they were trying to get
together to solve this problem, the police banned all the students and for the



residents.

If you wanted to have a meeting, you would have to go to them so that you can
get permission and they would ask you why do you want to have a meeting. The
students went to the police to ask for permission, actually they did not go
there to ask for permission but they were asking a place where they can hold
their meeting.

MR SANDI: Mr Makhawula this step, the one of the boycott and other steps taken
at that time concerning this issue of Mr Goniwe, were all the members of the
Association supporting this?

MR MAKHAWULA: This decision was taken by the people of the community. In the
meeting people said that Matthew Goniwe is not going to Graaff-Reinet, that was
the decision taken by the people.

MR SANDI: Did you see this step as the wise step that students have to boycott
schools for such a long time? What
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was your own opinion?

MR MAKHAWULA: When this decision was taken, we did not know for how long it
would last. But at that time, I was supporting the decision because when they
transferred Matthew to Graaff-Reinet, they did not follow the right channels.

There was a school committee and the school committee was not aware, the school
committee from Senqali Junior Secondary School was not aware that Matthew Goniwe
was transferred. This was done by the officials and they told the school
community after they made this decision.

MR SANDI: In the incidents that happened here in Cradock, was your house once
burnt down?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, my house was burnt down.

MR SANDI: According to your knowledge or your opinion, can you please tell us
why did this happen?

MR MAKHAWULA: My house was burnt down by the authorities. Firstly as we were
members of this Residents' Association, three men were arrested. They were
arrested due to Section 28 at that time, under the Act of Section 28. I was not
arrested.

And that surprised me, but I did not understand why they didn't arrest me, but
on the other hand I was happy because it was not going to be a right thing that
we all get arrested.

And the authority, the security people used to come to me every now and again.
They sometimes came to my house and looked around and they just went without
saying anything.

If they see me outside, they would take me to the car, take me to town and after
a while, take me back home. But I found out that they were trying to show people
that I am
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together with them, I am on their side.

They were also saying this to people, that I am working with them.

MR SANDI: In other words are you saying that they were trying to cause conflict
between members of CRADORA?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, they were trying to cause conflict between us because we were
so united in CRADORA. So they were trying that there should be a conflict
between us.

MR SANDI: You said that according to your opinion your house was burnt down by
the authorities. By that, do you mean the police?

MR MAKHAWULA: I mean the security police because the security police, they came
to me. It was Lieutenant Fouche, Wessel Hoog and Labuschagne. They came to my
house, they were pretending to be visitors and they just came in and they talked
amongst themselves. They didn't talk to me, they didn't talk to my wife, but
they were in my house, sitting in my house.

MR SANDI: At the time this was happening, was it during the day?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, it was during the day. It was between three and four in the
afternoon. They just came in my house and they relaxed and after a while, they
went out and they left.

I was surprised by that, I was asking myself why did they come to my house
because they did not talk to me, until we went to sleep. At night on that day,
we heard that the house was burning down. It was then that we realised that
their presence here during the day, they were looking for his house, they were
trying to find out who was sleeping in one room and they were studying my house
at that time
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because they just came in and they talked to each other.

My wife was there and Buthas was there, but they didn't talk with us, they just
talked amongst themselves.

MR SANDI: How long did they stay in your house?

MR MAKHAWULA: It is a long time sir. I think it is about an hour.

MR SANDI: But that very same day your house burnt down. What did you see that
night when your house was burning down?

MR MAKHAWULA: They threw a bomb in the window and that was a very powerful bomb
because it just exploded immediately and no one could go through the door, but
we managed to go out through the windows.

If we tried to go through the doors, we couldn't because the bomb was in the
dining room. If you go out of my room, you go through the dining room, so if you
are going through that door, you are going to that bomb.



MR SANDI: Were there any people injured in your house at that time?

MR MAKHAWULA: No, nobody was injured.

MR SANDI: Your furniture was burnt down?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes. My furniture burnt down and people, the neighbours came
immediately after they heard this and they tried to help us.

MR SANDI: Did you go to the police to lay a charge concerning this issue?

MR MAKHAWULA: No I didn't open a docket sir. I didn't go to the police to lay a
charge or to open a docket, but I did go to the police, but I did not want to go
there because what made me angry is that I would go to the police to report this
and I knew that they were aware that my house
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was going to be burnt down.

But I was advised to go to the police because people said that I would be
arrested for burning my own house, I went to the police then, but after a while
I found out that my house was burnt by the police, I then went there and opened
a docket.

MR SANDI: Where did you find out that your house was burnt down by the police?

MR MAKHAWULA: I found this out within the community. One man confessed. Lass
confessed and he said he was sent by the police to throw that bomb in my house.

MR SANDI: What did Lass say was the reason for this?

MR MAKHAWULA: Can you please repeat, sir?

MR SANDI: Is it Lass or Laso?

MR MAKHAWULA: It is Lass.

MR SANDI: What did he say was the reason for the police to send him to do this?

MR MAKHAWULA: He didn't say but he just said that they told him to go there and
throw the petrol - this bomb.

MR SANDI: As a person who opened a docket, did you tell the police that Lass
said that he was sent by the police to burn your house?

MR MAKHAWULA: He confessed and as I was opening this docket, they did have the
confession.

MR SANDI: Lass confessed to whom?

MR MAKHAWULA: He confessed to the late Mrs Molly Blackburn.

MR SANDI: Was there any person interpreting while he was confessing to Molly
Blackburn?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who was that person?



MR MAKHAWULA: It was the late Matthew Goniwe.
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MR SANDI: After Matthew Goniwe was killed, what did the police say why did this
case not continue?

MR MAKHAWULA: They said that this case cannot continue because the person who
was interpreting in that confession, has passed away. And they also said that on
their side the person who interpreted for them, I think it was Aron, they also
said that he has also passed away. So my case was dismissed in that way.

That surprised me, because Matthew was there only to interpret, he was not there
when my house was being burnt down. He was arrested.

MR SANDI: And the people who was incriminated in this case, they were still
alive? This case was dismissed because Mr Goniwe was dead?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did this happen again or did anything happen to you because you were
involved in political organisations?

MR MAKHAWULA: My house was burnt again. Before that, it was stoned, but I am not
sure whether those were stones or what, but the people who were doing that, were
the police.

MR SANDI: What was happening on this day if you can say shortly?

MR MAKHAWULA: Nothing was happening on that day, it was quiet.

MR SANDI: Were there any threats against you because you were a member of a
political organisation?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, there were various threats.

MR SANDI: Can you please just explain to us Mr Makhawula?

MR MAKHAWULA: The main threats, since it was said that I worked together with
the Boers, it was said that I was an informer and I was accused of misleading
people because I
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said that people must not pay rent.

And people were following me, they were following my command. And it was said I
do this because I was rich and they said that I owned a Supermarket in the
Transkei and I owned a double house, double storey house in Transkei.

People were toyi-toying concerning these allegations that I am a rich man in
Transkei and I am misleading people here in Cradock.

MR SANDI: These butcheries, supermarkets and double storey house, did you really



own these properties?

MR MAKHAWULA: Sir, when these things were rumoured in the township, I was
surprised because I am just a dog, I can't own a supermarket.

But this became clear because later on it was found out that in the work of
these Boers, as they were trying to destroy the organisations and the townships,
there was an Indian man in the community, he owned a shop and he was running, he
was the owner of the shop.

But I am not sure about this, but I think he was not the owner of that shop, but
he was just being used. That shop belonged to SANLAM. One day we had a mass
meeting in the hall and in that shop the youth used to go there all the time,
and in that mass meeting in the hall that Indian man came to the meeting ...

REVD FINCA: Excuse me Mr Makhawula, I know that in the Xhoza words the name of
the Indian man is used differently. I would like you to refer to this guy as an
Indian man, not as a Kula, because it is like a kaffir.

MR MAKHAWULA: In that mass meeting on that day, this Indian man came together
with the youth. He was to be a speaker in that meeting.
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We were surprised by this because I did not know this Indian man really and I
was surprised to see him because it is difficult to give such an opportunity to
someone you do not know.

And then we said that we will meet with him the following day. We refused to
give him permission to be a speaker in that meeting.

MR SANDI: Mr Makhawula, let us now continue. At home you were arrested with the
children. There was a young boy, he was 14 years old. When was this?

MR MAKHAWULA: That was in 1986.

MR SANDI: Were you being arrested under the State of Emergency?

MR MAKHAWULA: In 1986 on the day the second State of Emergency was declared.

MR SANDI: How long did you stay in prison together with your son who was 14
years old?

MR MAKHAWULA: I stayed there for 14 days.

MR SANDI: What happened to you while you were there, when you were inside there?

MR MAKHAWULA: Nothing happened to me there. My son stayed there for five months,
my 14 year old son stayed there for five months.

MR SANDI: As you were a leader and the police were trying to cause conflict
between you and the community, can you say that the police were successful in
trying to do this?

MR MAKHAWULA: No, they were not successful because people around here, people
here in Cradock - we thought previously about these things, they were aware of
such situations.

MR SANDI: In your organisation were there people who were believing what the



police were saying?
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MR MAKHAWULA: In the organisation there were people who used to believe what the
police was saying about me.

MR SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say in front of this Commission Mr Makhawula
about what happened to you?

MR MAKHAWULA: I wanted to talk about this Indian man.

MR SANDI: I would ask you to drop this issue of the Indian man because you said
that you were suspecting him.

But you may contact our investigators to talk about this Indian man. Because
what is important when you come in front of this Commission, we have to focus on
what happened to you, that's why I asked you if there is anything you wanted to
say about the events that happened to you while you were a member of this
organisation.

MR MAKHAWULA: There are a lot of things that happened to me sir. Because one day
I was at home and I heard a toyi-toyi coming towards me house and I heard that I
was going to be killed.

I stayed there waiting. When the toyi-toyi arrived in front of my house others
passed and others went back. But after a while I finally stopped them because
they were fighting. Initially they came to kill me, but I ended up trying to
stop them because they were fighting amongst children.

That is one of the issues. But before this one there were rumours that I was
going to be killed. I heard that while I was in Gauteng and when I heard this, I
came back. Fortunately there was a kombi where Mrs Goniwe, Mrs Xalata were in
the kombi and I came back with them.

When I arrived here, those rumours were true and after that there was this toyi-
toyi. There was another attempt, two toyi-toyi's, but they were unsuccessful.
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MR SANDI: What was the reason for these attempts to be unsuccessful, if you can
just clarify that shortly?

MR MAKHAWULA: Shortly the reason why these were not successful is that the truth
came out and secondly as I have already said here before, people here in Cradock
were oppressed for a long time and they knew that the police were misleading
them all the time, so it was not easy for them to accept something they were not
sure about.

Thirdly what helped is that I was working with people, I was involved in the
community activities and for that reason the people didn't believe these
allegations.

MR SANDI; At the time the councillors' houses were burnt down, were you ever
arrested?



MR MAKHAWULA: When my house was being burnt down and the following night, they
did not burn down the councillors' houses, but they were stoned and the windows
were broken, they broke the windows.

They said that those were attempts to burn down the councillors' houses, I was
then arrested for those incidents.

MR SANDI: Were you sentenced in court?

MR MAKHAWULA: I did not go to any court of law but they released me because they
said that the witnesses were not available and I don't know even today who those
witnesses were.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Makhawula before I hand over to the
Chairperson?

MR MAKHAWULA: I have an amputated left leg and in 1984 I requested a pension and
the District Surgeon at that time helped me and the papers went to Pretoria.
They came through, I managed to get the pension but at that time he
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was not aware that I was involved in political organisations and I received the
pension money for the first time.

When it came for the second time, I was in prison and they charged me with fraud
because they said that my wife was working and I was not supposed to get a
pension.

MR SANDI: What happened to that fraud case?

MR MAKHAWULA: The fraud case went to court.

MR SANDI: Were you sentenced in court, were you found guilty?

MR MAKHAWULA: No, I was not found guilty in court.

MR SANDI; In other words you want to say the police who were after you had an
effect in the case against you? Were they involved in this case?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, the police were involved in this case against me.

MR SANDI: In conclusion Mr Makhawula, were there any people who came to you to
apologise? Maybe people who said that that attempt by the police, that you were
an informer was successful, did they come to you to apologise?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, there are a lot of people who came to me to apologise.

MR SANDI: Are there any people you expect now to come to you to apologise as
others have already come?

MRS MAKHAWULA; Yes, I am still waiting for others to come and apologise and I
would welcome them. They can come even today.

MR SANDI: Is that all Mr Makhawula?

MR MAKHAWULA: Yes, that is all for now sir, thank you.



REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Makhawula. I apologise for disturbing you at the time
you were giving your testimony,
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but I wanted to ask you to refer to that man as an Indian man because we have to
avoid to use an unacceptable language in our hearings according to the new laws.

You have given us a long story, but you have given us a picture that would make
us to respect the Cradock community. The differences between the leaders of our
people is a very painful thing to us. It discourages any progress and any nation
building.

The differences between our communities, they lead to conflict amongst
ourselves. That is why when we were still fighting, we used to raise our arms
and say Amandla Power. We are trying to be united.

You have given us a picture of the Cradock community and you have shown us that
in such times, this community tried to be united. Maybe that is why Cradock is
an example to many places. We have seen that in your statement there are things
that need to be rectified.

There are things that need to be said so that we can be united, especially us as
leaders. If there is something we can do as we are here as the Commissioners, to
forward the step, we will happily do that because even now we believe that even
if we are liberated now and we are represented in Parliament, we still have to
fight for the nation building and this needs our leaders to be united.

Your testimony was painful and long, but we thank you for letting us to focus on
reconciliation in our own communities.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: POLINA NOLESE MBALULA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We ask Polina Nolese Mbalula to come forward please. We realise that
there is a lot of people in this hall. We also realise that a lot of people are
uncomfortable because there is not enough space, we expected that in Cradock the
hall would be this full, but we do trust that people will be disciplined because
people from Cradock have been disciplined by the struggle.

Thank you. We just want to remind you that the people who come to testify before
us, should be given reverence, they come here and tell their stories. We welcome
you Mrs Mbalula, the Reverend Xundu will swear you in and Mrs June Crichton will
lead the evidence.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

POLINA NOLESE MBALULA: (sworn states)

MRS CRICHTON: We welcome you Mrs Mbalula and according to your statement here,
we are going to hear about the death of Nobeki Mbalula. Can you tell me first of
all what her role was? We have to start again, can you hear me?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, I can hear you.

MRS CRICHTON: We welcome you to this Commission and we are here to talk about
your sister-in-law Nobeki Mbalula. Would you tell me first of all what her role
in the community was?

MRS MBALULA: She did not have a particular role in the community. She was not
doing anything.

MRS CRICHTON: I understand according to your statement,
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that she was a member of the ANC, is that right?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, she was just a member of the ANC, she was not a leader as
such, she was a member like all of us.

MRS CRICHTON: And your relationship to her is as sister-in-law, is that correct?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, she was my sister-in-law.

MRS CRICHTON: ... that day, can you give us a little bit of an idea of what was
actually happening in Venterstad at that time? What was the situation in the
community?

MRS MBALULA: The children were quite involved in the struggle. The one time they



burnt down the car from the Municipality. After a week a hippo came.

INTERPRETER: The witness is going to fast, the witness is going to fast.

MRS CRICHTON: Would you like to just begin again telling us what happened when
the hippo came. Start from that point.

MRS MBALULA: All right. My sister-in-law, Nobeki, had gone to visit her mother
with her husband. It was a Sunday, when they were coming back the police were
shooting around the township.

They were in a casper. She also unfortunately got shot. She ran away, she ran
and tried to hide under a caravan. The police continued to shoot.

She got shot again whilst hiding under the caravan. She got shot in the head.

MRS CRICHTON: How were you informed about her death?

MRS MBALULA: She was with her boyfriend. I could hear that there were gun shots.
She had a child and I was with these children. Her boyfriend then came and other
comrades.

She could not walk, they had to carry her and put her on the bed. I was the only
one who was in the house who was
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an elderly person. When I went to look at her, I realised that she was no longer
alive. I then had to go and tell her parents that she had passed away.

MRS CRICHTON: Are you ready now?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, I am ready.

MRS CRICHTON: I would like to move on a little bit and ask you - I would like to
ask you whether there was a court case or an inquest of any sort?

MRS MBALULA: We took the corpse, we were struggling and as we were trying to
take her out, there was a policeman with a gun at the door. Her son was outside
and as he tried to go in, he came across this policeman with a gun.

It was difficult for my husband to go and tell our relatives. We then got a car
from other comrades. We took the corpse to the police station.

There was a comrade called Quabane. The police were arguing with this comrade
and with myself. As she had a baby, the police said that the corpse can breast
feed the baby. We then asked what we should do with the corpse.

They said that we could do whatever we wanted to with it. We left the corpse. On
the Monday morning the police continued with shooting around the township. They
would kick down doors.

We were trying to report to the Venterstad police. On the Monday they came to
our house. They kicked down the door, they ate food, they took food from the
fridge and they ate. The police would continuously come shooting.

On the Tuesday they came yet again. We were not at the house, we had gone to the
mortuary. They took my husband's bicycle. They said that it is impossible for my
husband to have such a bicycle, he must have stolen it. They took it.
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It was difficult to report these cases to the police, because they had taken
somebody's life already.

They also detained a lot of children from the township. There was no law, no
decorum. They then took my husband to Cape Town for an operation. He eventually
came back.

When he came back, he was not covered, he was naked. He was at the back of a
bakkie. I then rushed to the bakkie. It was a White policeman that was there. My
husband was no longer alive.

We went to the mortuary where he was. I could not recognized him as he had bled
a lot. There was blood all over his head. I tried to investigate and I tried to
get help because I had children to look after and also this baby.

I kept on going to the Magistrate, the Magistrate sent me to the Social Workers.
The Social Workers could not help me either. I was ill of health, high blood
pressure, heart ailment, even mentally, I was affected. My husband was not
working. He would get temporary jobs. I had no money. We had to borrow money
from our neighbours to bury my husband.

People wanted their money back and I could not give it back to them. I asked the
Magistrate if the law could not help me, he said no. He then said that I must
get money from Social Workers to pay my debts.

From there I would be sent back to the police station. The police then sent me
to a police Commander. I wanted a Death Certificate because the Social Workers
needed it. They said that I could not get it before the case was over. They
needed to ascertain whether my sister-in-law was guilty or was it the police
that were in the wrong. I had this baby to look after. Because I had no help, I
had to
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take these children to my sister-in-law's ex-husband.

A Red Cross car came to my house, but there was no one at home, we were at work.

When they got to my house, they gave me R600-00 and food. They said that they
could not help me any further. They said that they would feed me for three
months. They were then informed that there is more to the family.

The R600-00 was divided amongst the members of the family, I was left with R300-
00. My husband ...

INTERPRETER: The witness is going too fast.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs Mbalula, I must ask you to speak more slowly and I need to ask
you a couple of questions at this point and then if there is more for you to say
afterwards, you can add it.

I need to ask you and take you back to Nobeki's death and ask you very



specifically if you know who the boyfriend was? The name of the boyfriend?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, I do know the name. It was Balabala Tugani.

MRS CRICHTON: And then as well as that, I would like to know when the corpse of
your sister-in-law was being taken out of the house, there was a policeman
standing at the door. Was it that policeman who said that the baby could be
breast fed by the corpse?

MRS MBALULA: Those police were from Middelburg. They were in a casper from
Middelburg. Those are the police that said that.

MRS CRICHTON: Do you know who they are, would you recognise them?

MRS MBALULA: No, I do not know them, it was the first time I saw them. They were
ill-treating us, they had guns. They
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were drinking alcohol, swearing at us. There was a short one with alcohol, he is
from Middelburg.

I don't know whether there were any policemen from Venterstad.

MRS CRICHTON:(Indistinct)

MRS MBALULA: I am not sure. I was just told that they were from Middelburg. I
want to know how did they get here, where did they get the right to get and kill
people at Venterstad. I did not have money to investigate the whole matter.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs Mbalula, there is just one last question. You told us about
your husband and his death, we don't have anything on our statement about that.
Have you actually testified or had information taken down by the Truth
Commission about your husband?

MRS MBALULA: No, there was a mistake. My husband is not actually dead. It is my
sister-in-law that passed away.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you very much indeed. I hand you back to the Chairman now.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: When your sister-in-law was shot, the ANC was already unbanned, is
that so? Should I repeat my question?

MRS MBALULA: Yes please.

REVD XUNDU: What I am saying is that when your sister-in-law passed away, the
ANC was no longer banned?

MRS MBALULA: Do you mean was the ANC in power?

REVD XUNDU: No, no, but the ANC was unbanned?

MRS MBALULA: No, it was not unbanned yet.

REVD XUNDU: I am not asking you Ma'am, I am telling you. Why do you think that
these police did what they did even though the ANC was unbanned?
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MRS MBALULA: These Boers had no decorum, the children was still in the struggle,
they had burnt down a Municipal police car. They also burnt down an I&J car that
was delivering meat. Then the hippo came, the casper came and they were shooting
everybody in sight.

REVD XUNDU: So you don't know the names of these police?

MRS MBALULA: No, I don't, they are from Middelburg. They came in a kombi.

REVD XUNDU: How many children are you supporting that was supposed to be
supported by your sister-in-law?

MRS MBALULA: There was four of them, but I gave the other three away and I
looked after the baby. After my sister-in-law passed away, I gave the children
back to their father in Pretoria. I then was left with the baby.

REVD XUNDU: Who is supporting the children?

MRS MBALULA: It is the father, I am not in touch with him at all.

REVD XUNDU: If the Commission would investigate, do you think that these
children would need some kind of compensation?

MRS MBALULA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: So you say that after this terrible incident, after losing your
sister-in-law, started deteriorating?

MRS MBALULA; Yes, we did not even have much support. We only received the R600-
00 which was divided amongst members of the family.

We are still in debt as we could not pay all our debts off. People wanted their
money back.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have records of such debts? Do you have receipts?

MRS MBALULA: As I was still investigating this whole case,
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the Magistrate told me that there would be a court case. There was a court case,
the Boers came, they had no respect for any one. It was almost like they were
drunk, they kept on laughing even in court, but they had their own attorney.

Even the attorney was not behaving well. I had not legal representative, but I
had hope because I was told that the ANC would send a legal representative, but
they did not.

I then asked the attorney, I told him that I did not kill my sister-in-law. I
then asked him who is going to pay for the funeral and support these children.
The attorney then asked if my sister-in-law had not been buried yet.

I said no, she has been buried, but I had to ask people for money. He then said



I must write a letter recording all the debt. The letter must then go to the
police station, the police station will send it to an attorney and then the
attorney will see what to do.

REVD XUNDU: Was this said in the presence of the Magistrate, was that the
conclusion, did you follow up, did you take those steps?

MRS MBALULA: I was not satisfied.

REVD XUNDU: So the Commission can actually enquire about this conclusion. Where
now is the brother-in-law?

MRS MBALULA: He is not well, he is a bit deranged. He does work now and again,
but he is deranged.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like to ask you a few questions. Did you
say you went to Social Workers to ask for help? Did you get proper help?

MRS MBALULA: No, I did not, I am still trying to get help from Social Workers.
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MS MAYA: Which Social Workers are these, are they from Venterstad?

MRS MBALULA: No.

MS MAYA: Do you know the name?

MRS MBALULA: It is Van Gonner.

MS MAYA: Secondly, you talked about a Death Certificate.

MRS MBALULA: We eventually got the Death Certificate the second time. The court
case - I was investigating the whole case and eventually I got the Death
Certificate.

MS MAYA: thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Mbalula, initially when you were
talking, giving evidence you said that in Venterstad there was no law as such.
What did you mean?

Did you mean that the police did whatever they pleased with the people?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, they did whatever they pleased. The police did whatever they
pleased with the people.

MR SANDI: Would the people of the community go to the charge office to press
charges?

MRS MBALULA: People would go but nothing would be done about that. I realised
when I went to press charges, that they did not care.



MR SANDI: When people would go to the charge office, were they helped by the
police?

MRS MBALULA: I can't speak for other people, I suppose they would welcome them
when they come there, but they would not make follow ups.

MR SANDI: Are there other people perhaps a group of people, that had been beaten
or tortured or shot by the police?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, my sister-in-law's son, one of my
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sister-in-law's sons, had been beaten by the police. Also a ten year old and a
six year old child. There was teargas, there was an old lady as well who was
blind, who could not walk, but they shot teargas where she was.

They did not care.

MR SANDI: Is there someone in Venterstad, even one person, who was shot or
beaten by police and then the police was arrested and sentenced in a court of
law?

MRS MBALULA: I have never heard of such. I can only talk about what I know. I
had just arrived at Venterstad, when this chaos erupted.

These children were just at home, but somehow they would get detained and beaten
up.

MR SANDI: What I would like to know is that there is not one single police that
got arrested and sentenced in a court of law for having behaved in such a way?

MRS MBALULA: I've heard that there is one police who lost his job because of the
way he treated people.

MR SANDI; Therefor what you are saying is that the police themselves were the
law in Venterstad?

MRS MBALULA: Yes, I would say that it is so.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Mrs Mbalula, thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Polina Mbalula, we thank you for having given us this picture
about your sister-in-law who was shot just walking around the township.

It is clear that the police behaved any how, shooting at people. You have given
us the picture of cruelty beyond anybody's imagination.

It touches us deeply when you tell us that when you were asking the police, who
is going to breast feed this
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baby, and the police said, the corpse can do it. That is cruelty. This shows us
that the people in the previous regime of this country, did not care about the
communities.



You have told us that this endangered your health. We can see that. On behalf of
the Commission we sympathise and empathise with you.

We promise that if we can help in any way by putting and recording your story in
the report that we will be giving to the President, we will do all we can.

We thank you very much, you can go back to your seat now.

--------------------
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DATE: 10-02-1996 NAME: XOLISWA ETHEL MBOYA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 1

REVD FINCA: We will now call upon Xoliswa Ethel Mboya. Xoliswa Ethel Mboya. We
welcome you Miss Mboya. We will ask Reverend Xundu to help you take an oath and
after that Ntsiki Sandi will lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. Xoliswa, can you please stand up.

XOLISWA ETHEL MBOYA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I hand over to you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Miss Mboya, I see that in your statement
which you gave in this Commission, you made a request to appear in front of this
Commission to talk about your brother, John Vuyisile Mboya. As I am looking at
your statement, you said that your brother was shot in 1992, he was shot by the
police and I would hand over to you now to tell us from the beginning to the end
and I won't disturb you while you are telling us your story, thank you.

MISS MBOYA: Thank you. In 1992, there was a toyi-toyi here in town. After that,
people dispersed and they went to their different homes.

In the afternoon the police came in my home, looking for Vuyisile. When my
mother asked them why they were looking for him, they didn't say. Again at
night, the
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police came looking for Vuyisile and my mother was asking them, why were you
looking for him, and they didn't tell her why they were looking for him, they
just said we want him.

And one day Vuyisile was sleeping in the shack together with his friend, the
police found him there. His friend came to our home, he knocked at the door and
he told us that the police found Vuyisile. I tried to go to the creche in the
morning to go and tell there that the police had found Vuyisile and arrested
him.

When I arrived there, the creche was closed. I found one man who was working
there and he told me to go home, he will tell the people there.

At that time Vuyisile was already killed by the police and they took Vuyisile to
their offices. When I came back from the creche, I heard some people talking,
they were saying that Vuyisile was dead. I came back home and then I told my
mother that Vuyisile is dead, I heard that from people on the street.



We tried to go out, looking for him, as he was taken by the police. When we
arrived at the office where he was killed, the gates were closed. They were
closed at the time he was killed, he was shot and killed. We went to town to the
offices in town.

When we arrived there, they said they didn't know him. We were confused, we
didn't know where to go. We stood there, there was one man who came to us and he
advised us to go and look for him in the hospital. He said that he might not be
dead, he might be in the hospital. We went to the hospital.

When we arrived there, the security man told us that there is no such person
there. We went back to the office
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and the police told us they did not know him, there was no such person there. We
were so confused, we didn't know what to do.

After a while we went back to the hospital. When we arrived at the hospital, we
found him there. When we were looking at the drawer in the hospital, his mouth
was full of sand. I came back to my mother and I told her that it is true,
Vuyisile is dead.

When I arrived at home, there were comrades there trying to comfort my mother.
We tried to find out what happened to him as he was taken by the police, we
couldn't find anything.

We wanted to know who killed him, we didn't know, we didn't find out. Up until
now, we don't know who killed Vuyisile. There were rumours that he was killed by
a Coloured police, again by a White police. Just because we had nothing, we
didn't do anything up until now.

MR SANDI: Where he was arrested, who arrested him at that police station?

MISS MBOYA: His friend couldn't tell us his name, he just said that the police
took him.

MR SANDI: Who is this friend who was together with Vuyisile at the time of his
arrest?

MISS MBOYA: His name is Maro Masole. We tried to look for him, but we couldn't
find him. We were told that he is working at George.

MR SANDI: In which office was he actually shot? Was it at Sanlam?

MISS MBOYA: No, it was the office here in the township. My mother asked the
police before the funeral and they told my mother that he was shot because he
allegedly removed the
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South African flag and he wanted the ANC flag to be in that building and that's
what they told us.

MR SANDI: When they were talking about the flag, did you ask them what flag they



were talking about? Were they talking about the flag, the South African flag?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, they said that he was removing the South African flag and he
wanted the ANC flag to be in that building.

MR SANDI: Are you talking about the South African Government who was not
accepted by the people at that time?

MISS MBOYA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What did this flag symbolise to the people as the Government was not
accepted by most of the people? Was this flag acceptable to the people?

MISS MBOYA: No, the people did not accept it.

MR SANDI: At that time when the police shot him, was there any eyewitness who
saw this?

MISS MBOYA: No, there is no eyewitness because they shot him in the office,
there were only police there.

MR SANDI: Was there any person who was prosecuted for murder?

MISS MBOYA: No, there was no one prosecuted.

MR SANDI: Did any police arrive at home and tell you why there is no charge of
murder?

MISS MBOYA: No, nobody came.

MR SANDI: Did you consult any attorneys at home?

MISS MBOYA: No.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Ma'am?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, that is all that I want to say.

MR SANDI: As we are concluding, as you are here today, do you have any request
to this Commission?
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MISS MBOYA: Yes, I do have a request to this Commission because he was a person
who was supporting us at home. As we are Black people, there are certain
traditional things that have to be made for that person and up to now, we have
no money to do those rituals for him.

MR SANDI: In other words you are saying that he was a breadwinner at home?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, he was a breadwinner at home.

MR SANDI; Is that all you wanted to say Ma'am?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ma'am, I will hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Tiny Maya?



MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Miss Mboya, I would like to ask you a few
questions. How old was Vuyisile at the time of his death?

MISS MBOYA: Vuyisile was born in 1961.

MS MAYA: You said that he was employed at the time?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, he was working at the mine, in the revenue mine.

MS MAYA: At the time of his death, was he still at work?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, he was on holiday. They were striking at that time, so he just
arrived from work.

MS MAYA: Did you get anything from the mines?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, my mother got money, but it was not enough.

MS MAYA: I can see that in your statement you said that he left behind a son.
How old is he?

MISS MBOYA: He is 17 years old.

MS MAYA: Where is he at the moment?

MISS MBOYA: He is staying with me and my mother.
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MS MAYA: Is he still at school?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, he is doing standard 9.

MS MAYA: In other words, you are responsible for this son?

MISS MBOYA: Yes. My mother is a pensioner and I am not employed.

REVD FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Ma'am, I would like to ask you at the time that the police were
alleging that Vuyisile wanted the ANC flag to be in that building, was ANC
unbanned at that time?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, it was unbanned.

REVD XUNDU: In other words it was not a crime to carry around the ANC flag?

MISS MBOYA: No, it was not a crime.

REVD XUNDU: You said that you don't know who these policemen were?

MISS MBOYA: No, I don't know them.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me? Can you hear me Miss Mboya?



MISS MBOYA: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: There are two questions that I have for you. The first one when you
said that the police were constantly coming to the house looking for your
brother, were they SAP police or were they Municipal Police, were they the White
and Coloured police that you were talking about later on in your testimony? May
I have a translation please?

Did you hear my question? I haven't had an answer to the question yet.

REVD FINCA: Just take that thing and adjust it to Xhoza.

MS CRICHTON: So, has she heard the question? I haven't had an answer translated
for me Bongani. ... Municipal
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police, what kind of police were they that were harassing you? They are not
translating.

MISS MBOYA: Yes, they were Municipal police.

MS CRICHTON: The second thing that I wanted to say to you was that it is clear
that the police played games with people, that they sent you from one place to
the other, knowing full well what the answer was as to where your brother was.
Was that something that happened to other people as well in your experience?

MISS MBOYA: Yes, it was happening to other people, because the police knew where
my brother was and they knew where the other people were.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Xoliswa Mboya, in your statement you said that at home as a
family, you laid a charge. Can you please tell us what happened in court?

MISS MBOYA: We didn't know exactly what happened, we didn't go to court, we
didn't go in front of the Magistrate. They just told us that we have to go to
court, but they didn't come and tell us the dates, up until today.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Did you have any attorney, any family attorney?

MISS MBOYA: No, we did not have any attorney.

REVD FINCA: What were the reasons that you did not have a legal representative?

MISS MBOYA: Are you asking our attorney or the attorney for the struggle? On our
behalf, we couldn't afford a legal representative and we didn't have an attorney
from the struggle.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Miss Mboya, you gave us a testimony about an incident
which happened in 1992.
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I think it is five years from then, but the way you gave us the testimony it
shows that you still have pain inside you and we could see in your face that you
still feel the pain.

It is our aim in this Commission that the people involved in these incidents,
would come here when people are giving testimony so that they could see how
painful the incidents were.

What we see in them is that they go to the Amnesty Committee, asking for amnesty
and others go there without feeling or knowing how painful this thing is to the
people.

Again, I think that the story you have presented in front of us is similar to
the one Mrs Lizzie James gave before you. The way in which the courts were not
responsible and respecting the cases of the people who were fighting for
liberation. I would like to repeat what I said before that it is our hope that
those who are in the Justice Department now, are listening to these stories and
the way in which the Justice Department has shown that it cares for the people.

We thank you and we will try by all means to look at the matter you have
presented in front of us and we would like the death of your brother not to look
as if he was just a dog.

If there are any other things we would like to know from you, our investigators
will come to you and collect some information, thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We welcome you Ginette Mejane. We are going to hand over to Reverend
Xundu to swear you in and then Tiny Maya will lead you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

GINETTE NOMPUMELELO MEJANE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

MS MAYA; Thank you Mr Chairperson. Hallo Nompumelelo. You are going to tell us
about your brother, Thembile Mejane, is that so? You say that Thembile was a
member of the ANC that was banned at that time, he then disappeared in
Jansenville, then you heard that he was in Port Elizabeth, is that right?

MS MEJANE: Yes, it is.

MS MAYA: How old was Thembile?

MS MEJANE: He was 29 years of age.

MS MAYA: Was he working?

MS MEJANE: Yes, he was working.

MS MAYA: Did he have a family?

MS MEJANE: He did not have a wife, but he had one child.

MS MAYA: Could you briefly tell us how he disappeared and what you heard after
that?

MS MEJANE: Thank you. It was in 1985, it was terrible at Jansenville, there were
a lot of fights. There were people from the clan name Matshaweni that were
fighting against us at the time.

The Blue Park was fighting against the Green Park. On
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the 14th of December 1985 it became clear that because of the violence in our
townships, my brother was one of the people that had to leave. On the 14th of
December they then had to run away.

I was 12 years old at the time. My parents were saying that my brother said he
is going to Port Elizabeth, he had previously worked there. After he went to PE
we never saw him again. The 14th of December was the last time we saw him.



After about four years, 1989, a man from Jansenville Limba Sthathu came back. He
had also left in 1985. He told us that my brother had been shot in Angola in
1985. My parents tried to find out what had happened. The answer was my brother
was one of the people that would take food from camp to camp and he got shot
whilst doing that.

MS MAYA: Did you find out who shot him?

MS MEJANE: No. Limba himself did not give us the details. He did not give us a
full report. My parents did not ask him too many questions either.

MS MAYA: Where is Limba?

MS MEJANE: Apparently he is in George.

MS MAYA: Did you try as a family again to find out what happened to your
brother?

MS MEJANE: When my mother was still alive, either in 1987 or 1988, she tried to
work together with the people from Black Sash, Sheila was still there. She wrote
to them requesting that they should look for her son.

They did not find anything.

MS MAYA: Could you tell us more about the violence within the community because
you said that when your brother disappeared, there was conflict within the
community
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especially with one particular family.

MS MEJANE: We refer to these people as the Matshawe's. They were against the
struggle. They were against us toyi-toying.

MS MAYA: Is this family still alive, what is happening? How are the two sides
reconciled?

MS MEJANE; No, there is peace at the moment. Some were in prisons.

MS MAYA: Where is your brother's child now?

MS MEJANE: He is at home.

MS MAYA: Is he at school?

MS MEJANE: Yes, he is at school.

MS MAYA: How old is he?

MS MEJANE: He is 18.

MS MAYA: What standard is he doing?

MS MEJANE: He is doing standard 7.

MS MAYA: Is there something else or perhaps a request that you have to the
Commission?



MS MEJANE: No, there is nothing.

MS MAYA: Your request to the Commission perhaps as a family?

MS MEJANE: As I am the one who is looking after the family, my father works away
from home, my other brother is in Port Elizabeth, my mother passed away in 1992,
my sister works in farms in Jansenville, I have a brother staying at home.

I request that the ANC looks after my nephew. If they could educate him. We are
struggling as a family and my father is quite elderly. Could the ANC investigate
deeply and find out exactly what happened to my brother?

Even if it is just his remains, if we could get his
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remains or perhaps where he was buried, we would like to see.

MS MAYA: Thank you Nompumelelo. I'll hand you over to Mr Chairperson, maybe he
has a few questions for you. (tape ends)

REVD FINCA: Before I talk to you specifically Nompumelelo, won't you please
clarify a few things to me. The report that we got that your brother passed away
transporting food from one camp to another, was he shot by the enemy, was he
shot by members of the ANC? Exactly what happened?

MS MEJANE: According to Limba's report he was shot by the enemy because Limba
said there was a car that was driving behind them. Therefor the bullet was from
this car that was driving behind them, therefor I would say it is the enemy.

REVD FINCA: After the ANC was unbanned and there were ANC offices at the Shell
House in each region, did you try to find out from the ANC what happened exactly
to your brother?

MS MEJANE: No sir.

REVD FINCA: And there was no one who came to you from the ANC offices to tell
you what happened?

MS MEJANE: No, nobody came.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Nompumelelo. You look very young, but we can see that you
are trying to be a mother at home and you look determined to find out what
happened to your brother.

I have said to a lady that was testifying here, the pain and the grief of
children who were in the struggle who left the country, some came back, some did
not. As a Commission it is very painful that there would be no report
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from the African National Congress to the families of those who lost loved ones.

If your brother was killed by the enemy, the ANC should have immediately
informed the family. We will be serious about this matter and we will



investigate about your brother's death.

At least we will not be starting from scratch because you have told us he was
shot transporting food from one camp to another.

We will endeavour to give clarity to you. We have noted your request that your
brother be buried at home if possible. Thank you. We are happy that your family
has a child like you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Mr David Mngona, we thank you for coming in front of this
Commission. We will now give this opportunity to Reverend Xundu to help you take
an oath and then Mrs June Crichton will help you with questions.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please stand up sir.

DAVID VELELE MNGONA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. He is sworn in.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mngona, good afternoon. You've come to tell us not only about
yourself and the assault that you've experienced, but also about your brother,
Peter Rapudi, is that right?

MR MNGONA: Yes, that is correct, Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON; I would like to divide the story in half and deal with just your
brother first and then after that yourself. Could you start by telling me a
little bit about what the situation in the community was at that time when your
brother was shot by the police on the 1st of January 1985?

MR MNGONA: At the end of 1984 we were having a celebration as comrades, we were
singing and walking through the townships and when we were in the village of
Holland, at about eight o'clock, there were six policemen who were standing
there.

Amongst these police there was a young man by the name of Vuyani Jonasi. They
stopped us and they told us to
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disperse. We did so. He was pointing at us with a gun. We quarrelled with him
verbally and he shot at us and we dispersed.

I was forced to go home. My grandmother asked me where my brother was. In the
morning I went to the police station. I approached Lieutenant Gerber, I asked
him if he knew anything about my brother. He told me to go to the back of the
police station, there was something there.

I must open up and check it that was my brother. When I opened this place, I
could see that it was my brother. His body was so torn, he was riddled with
bullets. I can't tell, there were about seven bullet holes in his body.

I went back home to tell them the news. I was told to go back to the hospital
after two hours because he was going there for a post-mortem. I went there and I
arrived just after the post-mortem.



I took him with a bakkie to the mortuary. We started planning for the funeral.
We buried him. I was working for the GG, General Government in Jansenville. I
made preparations, arrangements for the funeral.

After the funeral, the police came to me to ask about the manner in which he was
buried. I was arrested under the State of Emergency for three months. The
comrades from different places decided that we must enquire about the date of
our release.

We were not given the date. We decided that we were not going to allow them to
arrest us without telling us the date of the release and we were harassed, we
were assaulted.

I fell and I was beaten up with a baton on my left hand eye, I was taken to
Livingstone Hospital. I slept there for three months.
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My eye was operated, after that my eye became completely blind. I was undergoing
treatment, I went there three times. They used to inject me in my eye, I decided
not to go there again. When I went back to work I was told that there is no work
for me.

I tried looking for a job in Jansen Village, because my grandmother was looking
after us with her pension money. I have been looking all over for a job.
Fortunately for me in 1997 on the 2nd of January I got employed by the Municipal
Council, that is the end.

MS CRICHTON: Just some questions relating to your brother first of all. The
first question about your brother, you say that the shots were fired by Vuyani
Jonasi. In my statement in front of me it says that he was a tea boy at the
police station, is that correct?

MR MNGONA: Vuyani Jonasi was a tea boy in 1985 at the police station. Vuyani was
a tea boy, but he had a gun. Yes, they used to take him with.

MS CRICHTON: Are you of the opinion that the seven bullet wounds are all from
that one gun?

MR MNGONA: I am not so sure, I only counted the bullets in his body. You can ask
him that.

MS CRICHTON: It is alleged that Smith and Tabata was informed about this
incident, that there was no case opened?

MR MNGONA: In February we decided to go to King William's Town to the offices of
the ANC. When we arrived there, it was Tabata and Smith and Pillay. We gave them
our report, they said that I can wait, even if it is after 10 years, but when I
counted, 10 years had elapsed, but nothing had happened.

MS CRICHTON: Did you get a Death Certificate for your
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brother's death?



MR MNGONA: They referred me to the Magistrate and at the Magistrate, they send
me back to the police station. I couldn't get it until such time there were
Detectives. And I went back to the Magistrate's court and I was referred to the
Home Affairs of Uitenhage, then I gave the Detectives the Death Certificate.

MS CRICHTON: I would like to ask you whether you were part of the setting up of
the community structures at that time and was that the reason for your arrest?

MR MNGONA: We had a community organisation, that was called Jansenville Youth
Congress. I was involved.

MS CRICHTON: Part of the reason for the assault appears to be that you went and
other with you, went on a hunger strike protesting against the conditions in
that prison. The conditions in that prison continued to be bad for many years
after that. Would you describe those conditions to us please.

MR MNGONA: We were enquiring about the date of our release. They told us that we
should wait for the Health Authority, Le Grange, and we decided to stay out of
the cells. After that they brought the dogs with the police and they forced us
into the cells.

I was assaulted just before I could get into the cell.

MS CRICHTON: I can see from your statement you never laid any charges against
the prison for the assault and the blindness that you have now got?

MR MNGONA: I didn't lay any charges, because things were bad at the time. Even
in the community, the police would come and visit me and see if there was
something that I was doing.
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MS CRICHTON: Mr Mngona, you have some requests to the Commission. Could you tell
us what they are please?

MR MNGONA: My request to the Commission is that I put two crosses on my
brother's grave, but in stead it keep on disappearing. I request that at least
if the Commission can help me by erecting a tombstone for my brother, because
the graves are disappearing.

MS CRICHTON: You had a second request as well for the community. Would you like
to tell us what that is?

MR MNGONA: Even in the community, things should be improved, the schools, the
villages, everything in our community so that we can enjoy life just like other
people in other areas.

MS CRICHTON: It is your wish that a peace memorial be erected?

MR MNGONA: I would be very happy for that.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Mngona, I am going to hand you back to the Chairman
now.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mngona, do you know where Vuyani Jonasi is
now? Have you seen him after that?



MR MNGONA: I last saw Vuyani Jonasi while he was working either in Middelburg or
Colesberg.

MS MAYA; Do you have any knowledge of what he is doing in Middelburg or
Colesberg?

MR MNGONA: After that he became a policeman.

MS MAYA: If we can find him, what is it that you would like to see happening to
him?

MR MNGONA: I would like him to be removed from any Government structures.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson.
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REVD FINCA: Mr David Mngona, I want you to explain to me or clarify here, when
you found the corpse of your brother when Lieutenant Gerber was showing you, you
said the body was riddled. How riddled was the body of your brother?

MR MNGONA: His right eye was badly torn. When I removed the clothes, he had a
big hole at the back. His private parts - there was another bullet in his
private part.

REVD FINCA: When Dr Labuschagne was operating him, what was his opinion?

MR MNGONA: He sent me back to the police station to get his Death Certificate.

REVD FINCA: Did you get it?

MR MNGONA: No, I couldn't get the Death Certificate.

REVD FINCA: Do you think Dr Labuschagne is still alive?

MR MNGONA: I heard that in 1992 he committed suicide in Cape Town, by shooting
himself.

REVD FINCA: If I heard you clearly, though you didn't mention in the statement,
you said that this case was referred to Smith and Tabata van Heerden from King
William's Town where the case actually ended?

MR MNGONA: I didn't hear anything thereafter.

REVD FINCA: What was the outcome?

MR MNGONA: They said even if it is after 10 years, they will still bring more
information, they will still investigate this case, but 10 years passed, then I
gave up. That was until the Detective came and that is when I managed to get the
Death Certificate.

REVD FINCA: Thank you David Mngona. There is a lot of painful things that you
went through. What actually happened to your brother Peter, which is clear that
it was very painful as you are telling us.
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But that was not the end. That was yourself as we are seeing you today. Your
face here, you don't even have to tell us, we can see that you were injured by
the very same people.

What is actually touching us here as a Commission, is that when you were being
asked about your wishes, things that you should tell the President of our
country so that he can be satisfied, in stead of thinking about yourself, you
think about the community at large - your community.

After you have been through all these troubles.

--------------------
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SIENA MTEMBU: (sworn states)

JUNE CHRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good Morning Mrs Mtembu. I'm sorry
that you had to experience this delay, I can see that it has upset you and we
will try to be as careful as we can in the questions we ask you.

Mrs Mtembu you lost your husband, your children were traumatised and they saw
things that they should never have seen, and this was at a time when councillors
houses were being burned down in Graaf Reinet. Your husband was politically
alive?

MRS MTEMBU: Yes.

MRS CHRICHTON: In May 1990 it was the first time that there was a problem. That
problem was to do with your husband and the burning down of one Gave's house.
What was your relationship with this family Gave?

MRS MTEMBU: My husband was a member of the ANC and that is how the problem
originated.

MRS CRICHTON: The case went to the court, what happened at the court in May
1990?

MRS MTEMBU: My husband was murdered in 1990 and the people whose house was
burned accused us of having been involved in the whole affair.

MRS CRICHTON: Will you describe the incident as it happened to us?

MRS MTEMBU: (There is no interpretation of the Afrikaans here , so the typist is
attempting to do it.)

It was the 7th of July 1990 in the afternoon, my husband, my sister and I and
her boy friend as well as my lady neighbour were at my home. This lady and I
then went from my house to hers which is a short distance away and we did not
dally for long at her house when we returned to my house. As we were approaching
the house my husband, my sister and her boyfriend and another woman were
standing at the corner of the house and we entered the yard and I passed them
and entered by the kitchen door. We were not long inside when my husband and
them came running into the house closing the door and windows.

I asked what was going on and he replied that the Gawe family were attacking us.
When I looked I saw a chaotic disturbance of the windows and window panes. My
husband was at the front door and my brother in law at the kitchen door. We
started screaming in the house and I had my four-year-old on my back, and as we
were running into the compartments we saw a neighbour's son and her brother in
my lounge holding a large can. I think they were still busy attempting to burn
the house or something but I just saw the can. We shouted and screamed while



this action of storming the house and breaking window panes continued for about
an hour en then my husband said to me, " Pumla I think I should run out so that
these people can rather get me so that you people can get out".

He slipped quietly out by the front door while we ran out through the back door,
through the yard and into another yard and I passed my child on to someone and
ran to my in-laws and on arrival I said, "Those ...(indistinct) are killing
Frank!". They then went to my house and when I got half way to my house it was
full of police and people. At this point they took me to hospital.

When we got back from the hospital, I did not go directly home but stayed with
my in-laws. Then they came back with his clothing and belongings and said that
he was dead.

MRS CRICHTON: Now I see in front of me here that it is written that your
husband's body was found it the Gawe's back yard. Is that correct?

MRS MTEMBU: No, my husband's body according to my brother-in-law lay in the
entrance of Gawe's house because they dragged my husband from in front of my
house across the street to their place.

MRS CRICHTON: And how did they do this, who saw it? Was there anyone who saw it?

MRS MTEMBU: There are people here who testified at the court but I don't want to
drag them into this case because I can see that they are unhappy with the people
who did it, but my little boy saw it because he was outside.

MRS CRICHTON: How old was your son?

MRS MTEMBU: Steven was twelve years old.

MRS CRICHTON: And he witnessed the whole thing, he saw how they moved the body
there.

MRS MTEMBU: Yes he still said to me, "My father still groaned when they ....
(witness upset)

MRS CRICHTON: Now tell me why he was taken there, why? Why did they do it?

MRS MTEMBU: This woman was a racist and I was ANC and she always berated us
randomly and her house had been burned in May and she accused my husband and I
saw chaps going to her house that evening and my husband was asleep at home. She
wasn't at home, when she got home she shouted, "Frank why did you burn my
house?" She then came with the police, immediately the house was full of police
and they woke him up. I said that it wasn't Frank who did it and one of them
replied that they weren't arresting him but were taking him in on suspicion,
because she is accusing him.

The case continued like this for some time but before he and others were
exonerated they killed him.

MRS CRICHTON: And tell me, did the case go to court?

MRS MTEMBU: The case went to court but there was a delay of two years when my
bother in law went to enquire what was causing the delay with the case. We then
received a written notice to return to court in two weeks.

We went and were told that the perpetrators were found not guilty as it was a
political matter.

MRS CRICHTON: And did you get an attorney?

MRS MTEMBU: After the event which happened on a Saturday, went to the ANC the



following week and we did get a lawyer Derekson, but he did nothing, we did not
even get a reply.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs Mtembu, is there anything else that you would like to tell us
about the matter?

MRS MTEMBU: My problem is that I would like the perpetrators to come forward and
to ask why they killed my husband because the children were very small, my baby
who is now ten was four years old at the time en a woman like myself had to
raise two sons which was hard.

MRS CRICHTON: And how is it going with the children now, are they healthy or ...
(indistinct)

MRS MTEMBU: They are perfectly healthy because I decided to move to another
neighbourhood. I'm no longer in Masizake, I now live in Koebergville.

MRS CRICHTON: And yourself, are you healthy?

MRS MTEMBU: At present I am rested but not always, because when I see them then
I don't feel good because my little one, when he sees people he says, "Mama
nababule lutata?", like that and he always asked, "Mama when is my father coming
back again?" and I would reply, "Son sose tata buye not again", and I take them
to the grave to try and restore normality.

MRS CRICHTON: Is that all that you say to the children when they ask?

MRS MTEMBU: Yes, I want them to come forward. I do get some support now but the
R560 is not enough for these two children. I do work at a hotel in Graaf Reinet
but perhaps had their father lived, there would have been a bit more. I now have
a more expensive house and other additional expenses that I have to cater for.
It would help if my liabilities could be reduced somewhat.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs Mtembu, I say thank you and thank you to Rev Huskie for his
help. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Siena, you understand a bit of English, do you?

MRS MTEMBU: I'm satisfied with Xhosa.

CHAIRPERSON: Xhosa, okay. Thank you very much both of you by coming here to this
Commission with this painful story of your husband's death. But what is more
painful is that your children were there and saw what had happened and this
affected their health and their lives. This is a painful story to you and to us
listening to it. We want to sympathise with you on behalf of the Commission and
we heard your request about the perpetrators. It is our aim that in order for
reconciliation to take place the perpetrators must come forward and tell the
people what they did and we have also taken note of your request about your
children because they lost their father in this way.

When we are going to report to the President of this country, we'll mention this
and he is the one who is going to decide what to do with your case. For now we
can say thank you. Thank you Father Hafke.

HEARING ADJOURNS
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REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mrs Deborah Mzati. Reverend Xundu will help you to
take an oath and he will also lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

DEBORAH NOMEISIE MZATI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Let me now continue Mr Chairperson, to lead her with
questions. What is your clan name, Ma'am?

MRS MZATI: I am from the Tswagat clan.

REVD XUNDU: Please tell us about son's story, Ayanda so that we can ask you a
few questions.

MRS MZATI: My son Ayanda left home in 1985 in December in Jansenville. He went
to Port Elizabeth. When I went to Port Elizabeth to fetch him, I was told that
they went into exile, they crossed the country. I didn't see him since then. I
last saw my son in 1985 at home in December.

He left in 1986 at home. In 1995, I used to come at home and I he was not there,
it was the time of the struggle. He used to return home at night. Sometimes I
would see him, sometimes I wouldn't see him.

Until he left Jansenville and he went to Port Elizabeth. I went to Port
Elizabeth looking for him, but I couldn't find him, because I was told that he
crossed the country.

REVD XUNDU: Was it December 1985?
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MRS MZATI: Yes, it was December 1985. I think on the 2nd of December 1985.

REVD XUNDU: Didn't you get any information from the comrades and his friends?

MRS MZATI: Some of them came back and they told me that he could be in Cuba,
other said that he could be in Angola.

REVD XUNDU: Did you make any investigations to try to find out where he is?

MRS MZATI: We started last year to try and find his whereabouts.

REVD XUNDU: What does the record say about his disappearance?



MRS MZATI: In Port Elizabeth they told us they would inform us where he was.

REVD XUNDU: How old was he at that time?

MRS MZATI: He left in 1996.

REVD XUNDU: How old was he?

MRS MZATI: He was born in 1965.

REVD XUNDU: Was he born in 1965?

MRS MZATI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Meaning he was about 20 something? Was he at school or was he
working? He used to have some piece jobs?

MRS MZATI: Yes, he used to have some piece jobs.

REVD XUNDU: But he used to give you money at home?

MRS MZATI: Yes, he gave me money.

REVD XUNDU: Did he have a girlfriend in the community or did he stay with a
girl?

MRS MZATI: No, because he was still young, he was still staying with me at home.

REVD XUNDU: Did he have any children?

MRS MZATI: I heard that he had a child in Port
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Elizabeth, but up until now, I didn't see the child. I told these people that I
wanted to see my son's child, but they didn't bring the child to me.

REVD XUNDU: You said that this thing affected your health?

MRS MZATI; Yes, it affected me because I contracted heart disease. I am sick, I
receive an old age pension.

We were suffering at that time, because people used to come and kick the doors
and the windows, because when I came back from work, they would ask me where my
son is.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do for you Ma'am in your
situation?

MRS MZATI: I want to know where my son is. Even if he passed away, I want to
know where his bones are.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you wanted to say Ma'am?

MRS MZATI: If I could know where my son is, I would be very glad. I want to know
if he died, or if he is still alive because I remember him, I miss him now. He
is always in my mind.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement you said that you would like to receive old age



pension.

MRS MZATI: I do get old age pension now.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman I think that is all I wanted to ask. Maybe you have
something more to add.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Mzati, I have two questions for you. The first one, in the
statement I have in front of me it says that one of the returned exiles that
came from Cuba was a man by the name of Caswura Zutili, is that correct?

MRS MZATI; Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And then further on in the statement, there
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are words here that I'd like to have you explain to me. It says here shortly
after talks about the UDF campaigning for recruitment of members and the fact
that your son disappeared, it says in the statement - the State machinery came
down hard and attempted to stamp out the UDF from existence. Will you please
just explain that a little bit more to me, what was the State machinery doing?

MRS MZATI: At that time it was very difficult. We couldn't even go forward or
proceed with any activities.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Mzati, I hand you back to the Chairman.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Mzati, these people who said they saw your
child in Cuba, others said in Angola, can you help this Commission by
identifying their names?

MRS MZATI: I know Caswura Zutili.

MR SANDI: Who else was there?

MRS MZATI: The other one is Pha Matshaka.

MR SANDI: Are they around Cradock?

MRS MZATI: No, they stay in Jansenville.

MR SANDI: When we go back a little bit, you said that you request assistance
concerning your medical treatments.

MRS MZATI: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: Do you have any other requests you made, maybe you forgot to tell us
now?

MRS MZATI: I requested about my health because I do visit doctors in Port
Elizabeth to get medical treatment.

MR SANDI: Didn't you ask any other request?



MRS MZATI: Except the bones of my child. I want to know where he is.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ma'am, thank you Mr Chairman.
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REVD FINCA: Mrs Mzati, do you have any doubt in your mind or did you hear any
rumours about what happened to your son, maybe you would like to share that with
us.

MRS MZATI: No, I did not hear any rumours about my son, but one person said that
he is still alive and the other one sent me his photograph, but I don't think he
is still alive.

I would believe that, if he can maybe write a letter to me and tell me where he
is.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Deborah Mzati, we thank you very much. We know that this thing
is very painful to you as you are here in front of this Commission today.

And we know that there are other parents who came forward to this Commission to
tell us about their children who disappeared or who went into exile to fight for
liberation.

Now that they see others coming back, they see other children coming back home,
and others are working, others are in the Government, but theirs have not come
back yet.

And there is no one who can tell them where they are, whether they are still
alive or not, or what happened to them. Did they die in exile or what? Those are
the questions that parents have about their children.

I can say that we thank you for bringing this issue to this Commission because
now we are trying to talk with organisations such as ANC and other
organisations, because we think that they have to give answers that could
satisfy the parents of these children.

Of what happened to these children, whether they were injured or if they died in
other countries. If we can find their bones, the Commission will try to bring
them to their parents so that they can be buried.
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If any other thing happened so that we can hold ceremonies to remember them, we
thank you for coming here today.

We would look at this issue as the Commission and we will try to bring an answer
to you before our time ends as the Commission. Thank you.

--------------------
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(Opening hymn, Bible reading and prayers )

COORDINATOR: This morning the third and last day of the hearing in Cradock I am
going to read the list of people who are going to be here today in the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. I'm going to read this list as the people are going
to be up here before you. I just want to clarify that today we are going to
start with Cradock hearings, Middleburg then Graaf Reinet. When I read this
list, I'm going to read the witnesses name, the victim then the nature of the
violation, also the area where the incident took place.

We have 16 witnesses today.

Nopopi Getrude Ncaca is going to talk about Xolani Reginald Ncaca who was
murdered in Cradock in 1986.

Nompumelelo January is going to talk about Nomfanezo January who was murdered in
Cradock in 1986.

Angelina Rampo Nomavuka is going to talk about Xola Owen Nomavuka who was
murdered in Cradock in 1986. I think Mr Chairperson, there's been a mistake,
when I talked about the victims I got the impression that all victims died in
1986.

Mzwantile Joseph Dywili will talk about himself about an attempted murder in
Middelburg 1986.

Henry Tembekile Qatana will be talking about Siphithiphithi Welcome Qatana who
was murdered in Middelburg in 1986. The Qatana family has sent Agnes Hlomela who
is going to give evidence.

Xolile Daniel Ntozini will be talking about himself, he was tortured in
Middelburg 1984.

Cynthia Dali is going to talk about Ntsikelelo Richard Dali who was murdered in
Middelburg 1986.

Siena Mtembu is going to talk about Frank Mtembu who was murdered in Graaf
Reinet in 1990.

Florence Nombuyiselo Nofemele is going to talk about Basil Xalisa who was
murdered in Graaf Reinet in 1991.

William Gilbert is going to talk about Judge Oupa Gilbert who was murdered in
Graaf Reinet in 1986.

Philip Bejile Bob is going to talk about Sophie Nunusi Maarman who was murdered



in Graaf Reinet 1986.

Zezeyi Lizzie September is going to talk about Desmond Baatjies who was murdered
in Graaf Reinet in 1985.

Nommamase Ntswayi is going talk about Sandile Latone Ntswayi who was murdered in
Graaf Reinet in 1984.

Theo Simon Solomon is going to talk about himself, attempted murder, Graaf
Reinet 1986.

Paulina Maselepe Kekana is going to talk about herself who was tortured,
attempted murder in Graaf Reinet 1985.

Frederick Emmanual Hufkie is going to talk about himself, he was tortured in
Graaf Reinet from 1976 to 1985

(Not included in the recording is Doris Hermanus who is going to talk about
herself who suffered ill treatment in Cradock from 1978 to 1984)

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We got a report that Theo Simon Solomon will not be here because
he's in jail at the moment, we don't know if it still is, so we have not yet
received a latest report. I think that the people from Graaf Reinet will be with
us by then, maybe we should continue in the meantime as they are not here. We
usually take a moment of silence to remember those of us who passed away, also
for those who disappeared.

Before we start our proceedings, I wonder if we could get up please and take a
moment of silence and remember those who left us.

We remember Xolani Reginald Ncaca, Nomanezo January, Xola Owen Nomavuka,
Siphithiphiti Welcome Qatana, Ntsikelelo Richard Dali, Frank Mthembu, Basil
Xalisa, George Oupa Gilbert, Sophie Nunusi Maarman, Desmond Baatjies, Sandile
Latone Ntswayi.

May they rest in peace Lord and give them light everlasting!

We will now start with the three witnesses from Cradock, they have similar
cases, they will go up on the stand together, Nopopi Gertrude Ncaca, Nompumelelo
January and Angelina Rampo Nomavuka. We request that they come up together.

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I'll swear them in, I'll start with Nopopi Gertrude
Ncaca.

NOPOPI GETRUDE NCACA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU Mr Chairperson they've been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We are going to request that Ntsiki Sandi lead the witnesses in
evidence.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. Good morning to you this morning!
We are going to start with Nopopi Getrude Ncaca. Mrs Ncaca, when we look at your
statements, we notice that you all talk about the same incident. Your children
were killed, shot in Cradock at Skhulu Street on three of your statements. You
are talking about the same policeman, Sergeant Hoyiya. Mrs Ncaca, I want to ask
was your son killed in 1986 and not 1985, because the other two ladies are
talking about 1985.

MRS NCACA: 1986.



MR SANDI: Are you sure it's 1986 and not 1985? We will sort it out. You say that
on that day Xolani Reginald Ncaca, you said that he's your son?

MRS NCACA: Yes he was my son.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us what happened on that day?

MRS NCACA: I don't have a full report because I was at work. I was taken from
work by my neighbours. When I got home there were a whole lot of people and I
was told that Xolani had been shot. He was shot at Sekulu Street by Hoyiya. I
have no full report, when he was shot he got shot in the head, the back of his
head was in tatters. I have no full report about Xolani.

MR SANDI: Were they going to fetch a corpse that was also a victim of the
police?

MRS NCACA: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: The people who came to fetch you from work, what exactly did they say
happened before Hoyiya shot these children?

MRS NCACA: They didn't tell me what happened.

MR SANDI: Did Xolani die immediately?

MRS NCACA: Yes he did.

MR SANDI: Was there a court case?

MRS NCACA: At the time no one cared about us at the charge office. You'd go
there to give a report and a statement, they would swear at us and say, "Voetsek
you kaffirs, what do you want here?"

MR SANDI: You therefore never went to the police?

MRS NCACA: No we did not go.

MR SANDI: Did this case go to the court of law in any way, an inquest perhaps?

MRS NCACA: No.

MR SANDI: It just ended like that?

MRS NCACA: Yes.

MR SANDI: You did not have any attorney to help you with the case?

MRS NCACA: No we did not look for an attorney.

MR SANDI: How old was Xolani?

MRS NCACA: He was 16.

MR SANDI: Was he a school child?

MRS NCACA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What standard was he doing?

MRS NCACA: He was in standard four.

MR SANDI: Did Xolani partake in student activities in the community?



MRS NCACA: Yes quite a lot.

MR SANDI: Therefore his life was in danger as a result?

MRS NCACA: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: Did you come across any witnesses?

MRS NCACA: I don't remember Sir.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say about the incident?

MRS NCACA: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: Did this incident affect your health at all?

MRS NCACA: My memory was affected, if you tell me something I just forget. I
always forget.

MR SANDI: Won't you please come closer so that we can hear you. Did you get any
form of treatment?

MRS NCACA: No I did not.

MR SANDI: Do you have any requests of the Commission?

MRS NCACA: I need a tombstone or perhaps some kind of compensation.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say Mrs Ncaca before I go on? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Ncaca, do you know the other ladies next to you?

MRS NCACA: Yes I know them.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you hear about the incidents of their children?

MRS NCACA: Yes I heard about Nomavuka's child but it is the first that I see
this lady next to me

CHAIRPERSON: The incident on which Mrs Nomavuka's going to talk about, did it
happen the same day.

MRS NCACA: I don't remember.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you say it happened on different days?

MRS NCACA: I don't know.

-------------------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Will you please get up. We will start with
Lizeka.

LIZEKA ROSY NDONI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Now, Nolifisi Evelyn Molose.

NOLIFISI EVELYN MOLOSE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Chairperson. We are going to start with Ms
Lizeka Rosy Ndoni. I am going to lead her and then Nolifisi Evelyn Molose will
be led by Ms Maya.

Ms Ndoni, I notice that your evidence is on behalf of Buyisile Ndoni. How are
you related to him?

MS NDONI: He is my child.

REVD XUNDU: How old was he at the time of the incident?

MS NDONI: I have forgotten.

REVD XUNDU: According to your statement he was 15 years of age. You say this
happened in 1985?

MS NDONI: Yes, sir.

REVD XUNDU: You said that he died in jail under circumstances that are not
clear?

MS NDONI: That is so.

REVD XUNDU: Could you tell us more about Buyisile Ndoni before he passed away in
prison?

MS NDONI: He was a student, we were all together at home and police came. We
were drinking tea and they just arrested

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

2 LR NDONI

him.

REVD XUNDU: Before he was arrested, was he a member of the ANC?



MS NDONI: Yes, he was.

REVD XUNDU: Are there other things that he participated in at school?

MS NDONI: Well, I would not know.

REVD XUNDU: Was he politically orientated?

MS NDONI: Yes, he was.

REVD XUNDU: So you say that police came at home and he was arrested?

MS NDONI: Yes?

REVD XUNDU: What kind of police?

MS NDONI: I don't know.

REVD XUNDU: Who was at home when the police arrived?

MS NDONI: It was us and the children.

REVD XUNDU: What do you mean us, do you mean you and the father?

MS NDONI: No, the father was not there, he was at work.

REVD XUNDU: So it was you and the children?

MS NDONI: Yes, it was.

REVD XUNDU: What reasons did they give for arresting him?

MS NDONI: They did not give any reasons.

REVD XUNDU: Did they say where they were taking him?

MS NDONI: No, they did not.

REVD XUNDU: So then he was arrested?

MS NDONI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did you take any steps at home as parents whose children had been
arrested? So your child was arrested by the police, so what happened then?

MS NDONI: We were all at home. I just started crying, I
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didn't say anything, I didn't do anything. He was then sentenced. There was a
court case before that.

After he was sentenced he was imprisoned at St Albans. On a Thursday at about
nine o'clock in the morning I saw a police van. They asked if Buyisile Ndoni is
my child, I said yes. They said that they have then come to inform me that he
had passed away. That was the last I heard until I woke up at a Doctor's
surgery.



REVD XUNDU: When Buyisile was imprisoned, accused and sentenced for public
violence, were there others who were accused with him?

MS NDONI: Yes, there were a lot.

REVD XUNDU: There are two names that you have mentioned in your statement. Do
you remember who they are?

MS NDONI: Yes, I do.

REVD XUNDU: Can you tell us please? You said it was Mzwabantu Molose and Gerald
Ndinge, where are they now?

MS NDONI: Mzwabantu has passed away.

REVD XUNDU: Did he also die in prison?

MS NDONI: Yes, he did.

REVD XUNDU: So Constable Koos came to inform you that your son had been stabbed
in jail? Did you know Constable Koos previously?

MS NDONI: Yes, we know him. He is a policeman from Pearston.

REVD XUNDU: What reasons did he give for your son having been stabbed?

MS NDONI: He didn't give any reasons.

REVD XUNDU: Did he say who stabbed him?

MS NDONI: No. He just gave me that message and he left. I then fainted and I was
taken to a Doctor.
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REVD XUNDU: Did he tell you how much time had elapsed between the time your son
was stabbed and the time he gave you the report?

MS NDONI: I did not ask him, because I could not say a word.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Zimasile Gooi?

MS NDONI: It was the witness.

REVD XUNDU: In which way?

MS NDONI: Zimasile was also in jail with him. Zimasile apparently said that if
anything happens to my son, then the police would have to repay.

REVD XUNDU: Therefor they were all together in jail?

MS NDONI: Yes, they were.

REVD XUNDU: So what did Zimasile say, what report does he give. What happened in
jail?

MS NDONI: When my son died, Zimasile was no longer in the same jail. They wanted
to separate the two. They wanted Buyisile to be in solitary confinement.



They wanted to take my son and put him amongst criminals who had been in jail
for quite a while.

REVD XUNDU: Is Zimasile here today?

MS NDONI: No, he is in Cape Town, he works there.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a post-mortem after your son passed away?

MS NDONI: No, there was no post-mortem.

REVD XUNDU: Was anybody accused for his death?

MS NDONI: No.

REVD XUNDU: So to this day you do not know who stabbed your son in jail or what
happened?

MS NDONI: No, I don't know to this day.

REVD XUNDU: Before Buyisile was jailed, did he gave problems with the police,
were they after him?
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MS NDONI: No, there were no such problems.

REVD XUNDU: As someone who was a member of banned organisations, was he not
under police surveillance?

MS NDONI: He was.

REVD XUNDU: Were there specific incidents that made it clear that the police
were looking for him or wanting him in any way? Do you reconcile the two
incidents within you, or do you perhaps think it is the police that stabbed him?

MS NDONI: Well, I can't say whether it is the police or the convicts that
stabbed him.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get a Death Certificate?

MS NDONI: No, I did not get one. The people who went to fetch the corpse, must
have received the Death Certificate, but I don't know what they did with it.

REVD XUNDU: Did anyone who received the Certificate ever tell you what was
written on the Death Certificate?

MS NDONI: They said that they didn't see anything.

REVD XUNDU: Where was he buried?

MS NDONI: He was buried in Pearston.

REVD XUNDU: Was it a peaceful funeral?

MS NDONI: Yes, it was a peaceful funeral.

REVD XUNDU: Did the police limit you in any way?



MS NDONI: No, they just said that we must bury him on a Friday and we must not
go to work on Saturday.

So we buried him on the Friday in stead of the Saturday.

REVD XUNDU: Which day would you have chosen?

MS NDONI: We would have chosen the Saturday.

REVD XUNDU: Is that not a limitation that you wanted to bury your son on
Saturday in stead of Friday? Are there any orders that you were given by the
police?

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

6 LR NDONI

MS NDONI: No.

REVD XUNDU: Did they stipulate the number of people that should attend the
funeral?

MS NDONI: No.

REVD XUNDU: Did they stipulate and delegate who should speak at the funeral?

MS NDONI: No, they didn't.

REVD XUNDU: Who spoke at the funeral?

MS NDONI: Are you asking about members of the organisation? There were no
members of the organisation that spoke.

REVD XUNDU: Who spoke at the funeral?

MS NDONI: There were no speakers from the organisation, no there were none.

REVD XUNDU: Were there people who wanted to talk from the organisation?

MS NDONI: Yes, there were but they were unable to get there.

REVD XUNDU: Therefor you say there were members of the organisation who wanted
to come and talk, but they did not get there. Where were they from?

MS NDONI: They were from Port Elizabeth.

REVD XUNDU: Which organisation?

MS NDONI: Their organisation.

REVD XUNDU: Is this the ANC?

MS NDONI: Yes, it is the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Mrs Ndoni, what are your requests to the Commission today?

MS NDONI: I need a tombstone for my son.

REVD XUNDU: There is another request on your statement. Do you want me to read
it for you or would you like to say it yourself?
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MS NDONI: Please read it.

REVD XUNDU: One of your requests here is that you would like a memorial park
where people can go to pray. Is that so Mrs Ndoni?

MS NDONI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you have to say Mrs Ndoni?

MS NDONI: Yes, there is nothing else that I would like to say.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mrs Ndoni, thank you Mr Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Mrs Molose, let me refer to you. You are going to talk about your son,
Mzwabantu Molose also from Pearston, is that so?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, it is so.

MS MAYA: Mzwabantu according to this statement, was arrested like Mrs Ndoni's
son.

MS MOLOSE: It is so Ma'am.

MS MAYA: And this was in March 1985.

MS MOLOSE: Yes, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge why was he arrested?

MS MOLOSE: They were in the organisation.

MS MAYA: Do you know the name of the organisation?

MS MOLOSE: The ANC.

MS MAYA: Was he a student or working at the time?

MS MOLOSE: He was working, but he had stopped working at that time.

MS MAYA: After he had been arrested, was he prosecuted and sentenced?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, he was sentenced like all the others.

MS MAYA: What was the accusation?

MS MOLOSE: They were burning down schools.
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MS MAYA: For how long were they sentenced? According to your statement, he was
sentenced to five years imprisonment, is that so?



MS MOLOSE: Yes, Ma'am, it is so.

MS MAYA: Do you know which prison he was taken to?

MS MOLOSE: In East London. They were taken from Pearston to Port Elizabeth, St
Albans prison.

MS MAYA: When did you find out that your son had passed away?

MS MOLOSE: It was on a Thursday when somebody came to ask me if I knew that my
son is ill. I said no. He was already in East London by then.

We tried to get transport. On the Saturday we were supposed to go to East London
but Rossouw came to tell us that my son had passed away.

MS MAYA: How long had he been in prison when he died?

MS MOLOSE: It was quite a while, Ma'am. I don't quite remember.

MS MAYA: Was Mrs Ndoni's son still alive?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, he was still alive, he was in Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: So they were arrested at the same time?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, they were.

MS MAYA: What did they say happened to him?

MS MOLOSE: They said that he had swallowed a razor blade.

MS MAYA: Did you get a report from a Doctor?

MS MOLOSE: His elder brothers made sure that there was a post-mortem, but no
razor blade was found. They said that there was a whole lot of smoke in his
lungs.

MS MAYA: did you get a Death Certificate?
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MS MOLOSE: Yes, somebody has it here in the hall.

MS MAYA: It is okay Ma'am, we will get it another time. Ma'am, were there
witnesses in prison who saw the death of your child?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, but the witness that we have is in Cape Town.

MS MAYA: Does that mean you have the same witnesses as Mrs Ndoni? Is that so?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, they were all together, all in the same cell.

MS MAYA: Was there an inquest or did you try and investigate what had happened
in the cells?

MS MOLOSE: We were too scared because there was a lot of cruelty from the Boers.

MS MAYA: You could not even get an attorney from the organisation that would
help you?



MS MOLOSE: We had a Mr Miya from Uitenhage.

MS MAYA: What happened eventually?

MS MOLOSE: He gave up in the middle of the whole thing, there were no findings
as such. He could not continue with the case.

MS MAYA: According to your statement, the wardens would beat your sons up?

MS MOLOSE: That's what we heard from those that were together with them.

MS MAYA: Were you given any names?

MS MOLOSE: Well the one is Zimasile who knows, he left last week.

MS MAYA: I am asking about the perpetrators, do you know anyone's names?

MS MOLOSE: No.
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MS MAYA: And Rossouw, do you know where he is now?

MS MOLOSE: No, I just heard that he is on pension, he has resigned, I don't know
where he is, I think he is in George.

MS MAYA: Let us just revert back a bit. When the post-mortem was being
performed, you said that there was a family member or did you have a Doctor of
your won?

MS MOLOSE: There were 15 people.

MS MAYA: Doctors?

MS MOLOSE: No, children.

MS MAYA: What happened to the children?

MS MOLOSE: They were present during the post-mortem. No, when the post-mortem
was being performed, just his elder brother was there.

MS MAYA: Did you have your own Doctor?

MS MOLOSE: No, they brought a Doctor from Cape Town.

MS MAYA: Was it a Government Doctor, this Doctor Airton?

MS MOLOSE: Well, I am not sure, I don't know, I can't remember.

MS MAYA: According to your statement Ma'am, Mzwabantu was 22 years of age. Did
he have a child?

MS MOLOSE: No, he did not have a child.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Is that all you have to say or would you like to add
to your statement?

MS MOLOSE: That is all.



MS MAYA: Do you have a request before the Commission?

MS MOLOSE: I would like a tombstone please.

MS MAYA: A tombstone?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: You have no other requests? Do you have other children?
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MS MOLOSE: Yes, I have four children.

MS MAYA: How old are they?

MS MOLOSE: It is Mzwanantu's older brothers.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, I will hand you over to Mr Chairperson now perhaps he
has some questions.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Molose, can you hear me, can you hear me?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: My question is not only to you, but also to Mrs Ndoni, who won't be
able to hear me because she hasn't got - thank you, I'm sorry, but I need them
both to hear what I have to say.

Can you hear me Mrs Ndoni?

MS NDONI: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: I am going to take you back to the time when your sons died and you
were able to see the bodies and I am sorry that I have to raise this, but I must
ask you because the stories that you received were that one son had swallowed a
blade the other son had been stabbed and in fact you didn't find any stab wounds
on his body.

I would like to ask both of you if you could say to me what you think actually
happened to your sons? Was there any other indication that you had that there
might have been something else that had been done to them?

Can you speak first Mrs Molose?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, I can answer you Ma'am. When they arrested my son, he was well.
It is in their hands that he died.

MS NDONI: Yes, Ma'am. I saw no stab wounds, we looked but there were no wounds.
When they took him, he was well. It is in their hands that he died.

MS CRICHTON: Are you saying to me that you have no idea
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then why he did die, there was no indication on his body as to why he died,
bruises, nothing like that?

MS NDONI: I saw nothing on his body, no wounds on his body.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, both of you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Molose, you said that the police were
very cruel at Pearston.

MS MOLOSE: Pardon sir?

MR SANDI: You said that the police at Pearston were very cruel?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, they were very cruel sir.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us exactly what they did that reflected this cruelty?

MS MOLOSE: They would beat our children up, they would take them through the
night and they wouldn't sleep at home because they would be beaten up by the
police.

MR SANDI: Initially you said there were 15 children, are you talking about
children that had been arrested or children that had been shot?

MS MOLOSE: All in all there were 15 children.

MR SANDI: Had they been arrested?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, sir, they had been arrested.

MR SANDI: Does this number include your children?

MS MOLOSE: Yes.

MR SANDI: We heard from certain mothers here yesterday and today that before
their children had been shot, the police would threaten the children prior to
their deaths. Had your children been threatened at all?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, they did threaten. First of all they said that they would give
them long sentences, so that there is no repetition of what they did.
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MR SANDI: Who said that?

MS MOLOSE: It was the Magistrate.

MR SANDI: And the police, did they say any like thing? Did they threaten your
sons' lives at all?

MS MOLOSE: Koos was the most cruel of them all, a Coloured police.

MR SANDI: Was he staying in Pearston?

MS MOLOSE: Yes, he was working there, he stays there.



MR SANDI: Is he there, where is he now?

MS MOLOSE: If I am not mistaken, he is still there, because he married a woman
from Pearston.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Molose, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: We thank you both very much. We thank you for coming forward with
both your stories.

We thank you for telling us what happened at East London at St Albans and East
London to Buyisile and Mzwabantu. I personally want to say I found your evidence
to be special, unique. I now want to see what type of place Pearston is.

You struck me with your dignity and you just told the truth as is, you did not
fabricate anything, you just told the truth as you understood it, that moved me
very much.

We thank you for the respect that you have given us reminding us where we come
from back home. Where elders show respect even to young people. We thank you
very much, may God bless you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We will now call Mabel Boniswa Nenga.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman I would like to swear in Mabel Boniswa Nenga. Can you
please stand up Ma'am.

MABEL BONISWA NENGA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. With your permission Mr Chairman, I would like to ask her
questions.

Ma'am you've given us the story of your brother George Mapotiyela Grootboom who
was injured in Pearston. Can you please tell us shortly about your story?

MS NENGA: George Mapotiyela Grootboom was my brother. In 1984 they found his
corpse near the river in Pearston. I was working in Cape Town.

When I was still at work, the police came to fetch me and they told me my
brother has passed away. We buried him. When I arrived home, it was a long
weekend, my mother was staying with my brother. When they found his body laying
dead the police said that they cannot keep him in Somerset East mortuary, we had
to bury him immediately.

I was in Cape Town and I couldn't come within three days to come to the funeral,
so they kept my brother's body until Saturday and they told us to burry him
before 12 o'clock.

REVD XUNDU: What was the cause of his death?

MS NENGA: Because I was not staying at home at the time of the incident, I
couldn't find out what happened and the way
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the police were handling this, I couldn't find out what happened.

REVD XUNDU: Was your brother a member of any political organisation?

MS NENGA: I don't know, I didn't ask him while he was still alive. Those who
were left behind at home, they didn't know.

REVD XUNDU: The story you have written in your statement, says that he was in a
sjibeen that night together with his friends, is that correct?

MS NENGA: Yes, that is correct sir.

REVD XUNDU: And there was a quarrel between himself and you said in your



statement, between himself and comrades. What was the cause of this?

MS NENGA: This sjibeen belongs to my cousin's sister. These young men which he
quarrelled with I only found out about this story in December, and I would like
to request to this Commission to be given a chance because it is now that it is
clear about the death of my brother.

Even the people who used to do this, God is using them and is bringing them to
me and I request to the Commission, because I am confused now. The police came
to me, bringing their clothes, it is only the Death Certificate that is not in
my possession.

I have a new statement now which I would like to present.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I understand that but here in your statement, the one
which you have will also be given consideration and will be combined with the
statement which is in front of us. You will not be given a chance to appear in
this Commission again, but we will try to investigate and
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find out what happened and to try to help you with your request.

You will meet with our investigators, but if you want to continue to tell us
about what you have already given us, you can do that. You can continue Ma'am.

MS NENGA: The new information I have, it gives me a clear picture, but these
people are not in the same place. I want to meet them all so that I can have
some more valid information because they are the ones who were police in
Pearston, but they were dismissed from work so they came to me and told me the
truth.

REVD XUNDU: I would like you to give us the names of these people so that our
investigating team can help you to find out some more information. I think that
is a better way.

MS NENGA: It is Jampie Maloy, Koos.

REVD XUNDU: What is Koos' surname?

MS NENGA: I didn't get it, but I phoned his home, they told me he is working in
Welkom, but he will be back next week.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Our investigators will come to you to try to find out
some more and as you are also investigating, they will help you.

Do you have a request to this Commission?

MS NENGA: My request to this Commission is concerning my situation, because I
lost my brother. I lost my mother and now I am not well and I am not employed.

REVD XUNDU: Ma'am on behalf of this panel and the Commission we thank you for
coming here and telling us the story because you have lost your brother.

I know that this is very painful to you, but now you have found something new to
help you to find out what
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happened to your brother, I think that will help you.

We will try to send our investigators to help you to find some more so that we
can gather some more information and follow what happened. We thank you and we
thank God for bringing these people forward.

REVD FINCA: Thank you very much. I want to thank people from Black Sash and
other visitors who are here in this hearing today.

We don't like to isolate people, but here in Cradock we have people who come
everyday to support these hearings. This is not the usual thing, but I think the
Cradock people are showing us participation throughout these sessions of these
hearings by the members of Black Sash and by other people who are from those
communities which are historically advantaged, it is indeed very highly
appreciated.

For them to stay on, not to come in for an hour or two but to stay on throughout
the day, from the beginning to the end of the session, is a gesture that I think
will go a long way towards showing us that there are people in this country who
are serious about our past and who are serious about reconciliation.

We now stand adjourned until tomorrow. We will meet tomorrow at half past eight,
it will be our last day tomorrow and we hope by three o'clock we will be
finished. Thank you.

--------------------
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MR XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. I would like you Ma'am to take an oath.

THEMBISA CYNTHIA NGCIPHE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Ma'am to which clan do you belong?

MS NGCIPHE: I belong to the Chawe clan.

REVD XUNDU: You came here today to tell us the story that is well-known to the
South Africans, that the Boers of this country went to Maseru and they killed
people there and amongst those people, your son was there.

In short, can you please tell us about your son, Bantwini? Where was he at the
time, what was he doing when he was killed?

MS NGCIPHE: We knew that Bantwini was going to East London. It was during
December. We were surprised when we were told that he was shot in Maseru.

He was shot on a Wednesday and we were told on Saturday.

REVD XUNDU: Where did he stay?

MS NGCIPHE: He was staying in Pietermaritzburg.

REVD XUNDU: What was he doing there?

MS NGCIPHE: He was a Doctor.

REVD XUNDU: And you heard that he went to Maseru. Did he know anybody in Maseru?

MS NGCIPHE: I don't know about that.
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REVD XUNDU: Did you have any relatives in Maseru?

MS NGCIPHE: No.

REVD XUNDU: You heard that he was one of the people who were killed there?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: You said there is a witness in this matter Baba? Can you please tell
us about Baba, where is he from?

MS NGCIPHE: Can you please repeat that question?



REVD XUNDU: Can you please tell us about Baba Ngenzi?

MS NGCIPHE: Baba is a girl who was present, who was with him.

REVD XUNDU: Was this girl his friend?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes, it was his friend.

REVD XUNDU: Was she his sweetheart?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: She came to tell you what happened?

MS NGCIPHE: No, we did not hear from her, but we heard this news from his
friend, Mzwakindla.

REVD XUNDU: Were they buried there in Maseru?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes, and we couldn't go there because we didn't have passports. When
we tried to apply for passports ...

REVD XUNDU: Can you please continue now? You did not manage to get passports?

MS NGCIPHE: No, we tried to apply for passports, but we couldn't get passports,
but we were almost arrested by the Detectives in King William's Town. It was
myself and my brothers and my sister.

And we decided to come back home. We were harassed all the way from King
William's Town until we arrived home.

REVD XUNDU: Let me assure you the funeral of these people
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were so dignified, they were not buried like dogs by the people who buried them.
Even Tambo and Chris Hani were there so I want to assure you that it was a
dignified funeral.

And as heroes they were buried in a respectful manner. In other words, I want to
say your hearts must not feel pain because Oliver Tambo was there, he came from
Mozambique to go to that funeral although he was threatened by the South African
Government, so I want to assure you that the people who were with your son,
respected him.

They buried him in a dignified manner. I know that you might have requests that
you want to make to the Commission and I know that the incident of Maseru is one
of the incidents that made people to look forward, not to look back and other
countries saw that this country is strong and the people of South African was
strong.

In other words I am trying to comfort you Ma'am. You have requests here for this
Commission, can you please tell us what are these requests?

MS NGCIPHE: I want to know the perpetrators and I would like his remains so that
they can be buried here.

REVD XUNDU: Do you want to know the Commanding Officer?



MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: And you want his remains to be reburied here?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: There is one thing I want to clarify in that matter because in
Lesotho they gave that land respect. Maybe if we can negotiate, this can come
through. The Commission will try to help you out.

Secondly you talked about a library, can you explain on that? There is a library
named after him in Somerset East,
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in other words his dignity in Somerset is kept.

MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Is there any other thing you want to say Ma'am? It seems as if you
are finished Ma'am.

Mr Chairperson, I would like to say the Dilima family was one of the families
which was strong in this country. His blood was shed for the struggle.

He contributed a lot to the liberation of this country. It goes back three
generations in the family. I just wanted to contribute this much about this
lady's family, thank you sir.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Ngciphe, how old was your son at the
time of this incident?

MS NGCIPHE: He was 27 years old.

MR SANDI: He was 27 years old?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes, he was 27 years old.

MR SANDI: When did he leave to Maseru?

MS NGCIPHE: He left in December 1982.

MR SANDI: I can see that he was educated, can you please tell us about that?

MS NGCIPHE: He was a Doctor in Adendale Hospital.

MR SANDI: That means that if he was not killed by the SADF in Maseru that day,
you would be living a better life today?

MS NGCIPHE: Yes.

MR SANDI: At the time he was living here, was there any conflict between himself
and the police?

MS NGCIPHE: No, he went here to look for his cousin and he was supposed to come
back that same week.



MR SANDI: Did he have any children?

MS NGCIPHE: He has got one child and his girlfriend.
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MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Ma'am, I am not going to disrupt what Reverend Xundu have already
said. I think he was there, he was at the funeral himself.

He has tried to comfort you that you cannot cry for such heroes. He told us
about the history of your family and we could see that your boy was from the
hero's family.

He gave up his life, because if he didn't do that, today he would have been a
rich man. He was fighting for this country. We salute you today for that
although other people wouldn't like us to do that.

I want to assure you that the perpetrators are coming forward, every day we find
revelations and they are telling the people what they have done. One of the
things that the Commission is busy investigating is what was involved in the
SADF.

Your first request was that you wanted to know who were the perpetrators, who
gave command. Maybe some day we will be able to answer that question even
without investigating because today they are coming forward and they are telling
us what happened.

Reverend Xundu has already said that as you have requested that his remains
should be brought back to this country, we are dealing with that as a Commission
but we hope that such people who were buried in countries like Lesotho, their
families will come together and decide what they want to do.

Maybe some people will say that they want their people back, but they have to
come together. Today we would like to say we thank you for coming forward. We
thank you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: Mrs Nombulelo, we welcome you. We will hand over to Reverend Xundu
to swear you in.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

NOMBULELO NGUBO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am.

REVD FINCA: We will hand over to June Crichton who is going to lead evidence.

MS CRICHTON: Good morning Mrs Ngubo. Are you the sister of Sindile vincent
Ngubo?

MS NGUBO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And you are the sister of Mzwandile Wellington Ngubo, who is the
deceased? And you are going to tell us about two incidents where your house was
burnt here in Cradock, is that correct?

MS NGUBO: Yes, Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON: And I also understand that as a result of the burning of your
house, your mother when she heard the news from her hospital bed, died, is that
correct?

MS NGUBO: Yes, Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON: So this has been a very traumatic time for you. Before you start,
can you tell me what was the situation in the township that led up to the first
house burning and we will start with that in 1977? What was the situation in the
community?

MS NGUBO: It was on a Monday morning, before this all
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started. My brother had gone to school, then Wellington came back after eight
o'clock. I asked him why he had come back, he said there is nobody at school.

I saw a group of children going to another school. I thought that maybe there is
a short break at the school. A little while after Wellington had arrived,
Vincent then came, my younger brother.

He then asked for Wellington, because he said there are people here who have
come to burn him. I then warned him to hide either under the bed or in the



wardrobe. When I looked through the window, there was a whole horde of people.

He then ran away to our next door neighbours. Then a whole lot of children asked
for my brother, I said he is not here. Then they started burning down the house,
throwing everything around.

There were three babies crawling in the house and others too. I forgot the
children. Mean while the older children had taken the crawling ones. The little
girl crawled towards the fire, then I helped another little girl to go into the
house, through the window, to take out the little baby.

I then became unconscious. The police came, White police. My cousin's sister
came, the police then asked us where we were going to go. My cousin then said
she would take us to her house. We went to Luxolweni, the whole family.

Mziwakhe left with the White men, the White police. After dinner, I had to go to
my mother in hospital. I slept, not having gone to the hospital, because I was
very tearful. I could not sleep really, I was kneeling down. I heard a knock, I
opened the door, it was Mziwakhe, the car
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had brought him in.

I then said Mziwakhe must lie down next to the children. I asked Mziwakhe what
was going on, he said that he did not know, except that Xoliswa said I am an
informer. We slept.

The next day we were taken by the police. These police were from Port Elizabeth.
We then gave in statements. A police van then took us to Somerset East, there
were a lot of children that had been released from Cradock.

They asked Mziwakhe if he knew the other children. He said yes, he did. He then
was asked to identify who had burnt his house down, he said he did not know who
it was.

We came back from Somerset East, we never went to a court of law again. In 1985,
the week our leaders died, I heard in the 5 am news, I had a premonition. By
then Mziwakhe was working in Uitenhage.

On the Saturday, there was a service at the Methodist Church for our leaders.
Mziwakhe came after dinner. I said to him he must go back home, at least for a
few hours before he goes back to Port Elizabeth. Mziwakhe then went.

I could not sleep that night. I just didn't feel well. At 1 am there was a knock
on the door. My son, who was about 10 years old, Sindile Ngubo then came to the
house, crying, saying that our house has been burnt down yet again.

I was shaking. The morning I went home. Our house was totally burnt down. There
were glasses and plates on the floor.

I went to the police and I found him at the charge office. I asked what was
going on, he said that he just heard a petrol bomb in the dining room. He then
said he saw four men and then the fire just expanded to the other rooms.
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I asked him what he was going to do, he said he would run away because his wife
was from Transkei, he said he would go to the Transkei.

Then a friend of mine came. He said that we must go to the houses where the
Cradock Four were from. Go to each house to give sympathy and reverence.

MS CRICHTON: Is that all you have to say? Can I ask you some questions now?

MS NGUBO: Yes, Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON: According to the statement that I have in front of me, after the
first incident, the family were re-accepted into the community, could you tell
us about that? After the 1977 burning, there was a re-acceptance into the
community, tell us about that?

MS NGUBO: Yes, we were accepted again after 1977. No one went into prison for
having burnt down our house.

MS CRICHTON: On the second occasion, was there any reason that you could
understand as to why the house was burnt again? What was the reason for it in
your opinion?

MS NGUBO: The second time, well I don't know.

MS CRICHTON: What was your brothers' involvement in the community? Were they
involved in any organisations at all?

MS NGUBO: My brothers, we were all ANC members.

MS CRICHTON: After the second incident, there was no court case, there was no
charge either laid? You didn't lay a charge?

MS NGUBO: Yes, Ma'am, it is so, there was no court case.

MS CRICHTON: What is the standing of the family in the community now?

MS NGUBO: It is very peaceful.

MS CRICHTON: When you came to this Commission, you came
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with thoughts in your mind, about what we can do for you. Can you tell us what
you feel you would like the Commission to assist you with?

MS NGUBO: The reason why I came before the Commission, is because we do not have
a home, we stay in shacks. If the Commission could build us a house please.

MS CRICHTON: Your brother Vincent Ngubo, he is deceased?

MS NGUBO: It is Wellington Ngubo.

MS CRICHTON: I apologise, it is Wellington as it says here, but Sindile and
Mziwakhe is still with you?

MS NGUBO: Sindile is alive, he is working.



MS CRICHTON: Thank you Ms Ngubo, I will hand you back to the Chairperson and the
panel now for questions.

REVD FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: I just want to ask a few questions Ma'am. You say that when your house
was burnt down, your brother came back from school. I have two names here
Mzwandile and Mziwakhe, who is Wellington?

MS NGUBO: Wellington is Mziwakhe.

MS MAYA: Do you also have a brother called Mzwandile?

MS NGUBO: No, it is a mistake.

MS MAYA: When he came back, what reasons did he give for coming back from
school?

MS NGUBO: He said that there is no one at school, the students are not there.

MS MAYA: Did you know the reasons for that?

MS NGUBO: I don't know.

MS MAYA: You said that when your house was burnt down, he was taken by White men
in a van. Do you know the reason why he was taken separately from you in a White
man's police van and you travelled separately?
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MS NGUBO: No, I don't know the reasons.

MS MAYA: When he got home, did he give you any reasons?

MS NGUBO: He said it was because he had been labelled an informer.

MS MAYA: Is that the reason why you travelled separately from home?

MS NGUBO: I don't know.

MS MAYA: Were you, did you give statements together with him?

MS NGUBO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you know what he said in his own statement?

MS NGUBO: No, I do not.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, who is Xoliswa?

MS NGUBO: Her surname is Ntombela.

MS MAYA: Where is she now?

MS NGUBO: She stays here in Cradock.

MS MAYA: Is there any particular why Xoliswa would say your brother was an
informer?



MS NGUBO: He didn't tell me anything about Xoliswa. That was it, he said it was
it.

MS MAYA: And then the second time when your house was burnt down, where was
Mziwakhe because you said he arrived from somewhere?

MS NGUBO: Well, he worked at Uitenhage. When our house was burnt the first time,
I left to work in Uitenhage. I then found a White man whom I asked to look for a
job for my brother. He then said I must phone my brother so that he could come
and work at Uitenhage.

He then worked there from 1977 until our house was burnt down again.

MS MAYA: So nothing happened during 1977 and 1985?
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MS NGUBO: It was peaceful and Mziwakhe was not there. Mziwakhe left for the
Transkei after the second time.

MS MAYA: Your house was burnt down after he had come back from Uitenhage?

MS NGUBO: He was working at Uitenhage and he came back when our leaders died.
Our leaders died during the week, on the Saturday there was a church service and
then on Sunday evening, these four men who were disguised, burnt our house down.

MS MAYA: There was no reason that was given this time?

MS NGUBO: No, there wasn't.

MS MAYA: I have one last question. You say that police came with Mr Maqina. Who
is Mr Maqina?

MS NGUBO: He was a Detective at the time.

MS MAYA: Where is he now?

MS NGUBO: I think he is at Queensdale.

MS MAYA: Is he still a policeman?

MS NGUBO: I don't know.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am.

REVD FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I just want to ask about the Ntombela
family. Was there any conflict between the two families, your family and the
Ntombela family?

MS NGUBO: No, there was never a conflict. Even now, I greet Xoliswa when I see
her.

REVD FINCA: Ntsiki Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. What did Mziwakhe say about him being
accused by Xoliswa as an informer?



MS NGUBO: He said to me that he was not an informer.

MR SANDI: Were they at school together?

MS NGUBO: No, Xoliswa was older than him. Xoliswa is my
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age.

MR SANDI: You say that you were taken by the police to the police station?

MS NGUBO: Yes.

MR SANDI: When you house was being burnt down in 1977, you said that Mziwakhe
was taken by the police?

MS NGUBO: I had hidden him with our next door neighbours. When the police came,
I showed the police where he was, he was then taken in a police van.

MR SANDI: When he came back, what report did he give, where did the police take
him to?

MS NGUBO: He said the police just asked him if he was an informer and he said he
was not.

MR SANDI: Was it an ordinary thing that when something like this happened,
police from Port Elizabeth would come and not from Cradock?

MS NGUBO: I don't know.

MR SANDI: Is it normal that Port Elizabeth police would investigate such a
matter in stead of Cradock?

MS NGUBO: It was the first time that I saw these Port Elizabeth policemen.

MR SANDI: Did that shock you?

MS NGUBO: Not really, because I was in too much shock.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ma'am. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Ngubo, thank you. You have given us a picture that we are clear
about - during the struggle people burning down houses because they were
labelled informers. We remember that some people were given that label sometimes
because they had betrayed the struggle fighters. Some were given this label for
other reasons. Maybe you were at a meeting and you did not agree with a certain
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point, and then you would be labelled as an informer.

Sometimes you would not agree with a certain person within the party, and then
you would be labelled as an informer.



We realise that this was very painful. It is not our job as the Commission to
investigate whether the person was an informer or not. We just leave that to the
person's conscience.

Our job is to look into the violation of people's rights by others. The burning
down of people's houses and people themselves and then we give a proposal to the
President.

We thank you for having given us this story. Perhaps we will need more
information from you, we will send our investigators to get the details that we
do not have in our statement. In the mean time we just want to say thank you to
you.

--------------------
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REVD FINCA: We will now call upon Eric Njobo to come forward please. We welcome
you Mr Eric Njobo and we thank you for coming here today.

I will hand over to Reverend Xundu to help you to take an oath after that I will
ask Tiny Maya to lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

ERIC NJOBO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. He has been sworn in properly Mr Chairman.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. I greet you Mr Njobo. In your statement in front
of us, we see that you are going to tell us about your son, Andile Alfred
Plaatjie, who was killed in 1986. Can you please explain to us who was Andile?

MR NJOBO: Andile is my son in this way - I married his mother, I am his step-
father.

MS MAYA: Thank you sir. How old was Andile at the time of his death?

MR NJOBO: He was 25 years old.

MS MAYA: Was he working at the time?

MR NJOBO: Yes, he was working.

MS MAYA: Did he have a family?

MR NJOBO: No, he did not have a family?

MS MAYA: Did he have any children?
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MR NJOBO: No, he did not have any children.

MS MAYA: In the community, what was he doing?

MR NJOBO: He was working.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of any community organisations or political
organisations?

MR NJOBO: Yes.



MS MAYA: At the time of his killing, do you know what was happening?

MR NJOBO: No, I don't know, because I was sleeping in my house. Monde came,
Monde Nanxi came in the morning. He told me to go to his home with him. We went
there, when we arrived there, I saw my son sleeping in bed and I asked if he was
dead there, he was stabbed in the stomach.

I asked what had happened and Monde told me they were coming from the night
vigil and the police came, but Monde ran away and he ran to the neighbours
house. I found my son in Monde's home and Monde told me that they were being
chased by the police the previous night.

MS MAYA: In other words Monde saw who these people were?

MR NJOBO: Yes, Monde knows everything.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, did Monde identify any police?

MR NJOBO: Monde is right here inn this room, he can explain that.

MS MAYA: Maybe we can talk to Monde after we had spoken to you. At this time,
what was the situation in the community?

MR NJOBO: Things were very bad in the community because police were all over and
we were tear gassed all the time. MS MAYA: You said that you found Andile
sleeping in the bed and his intestines protruded from his stomach? Can you
please explain that?
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MR NJOBO: He was stabbed and I could see his intestines.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, at that time the police used to stab
people?

MR NJOBO: No, this did not happen frequently but at that night, it was Monde and
the other one who was stabbed by the police.

MS MAYA: Was this other guy also stabbed by the police?

MR NJOBO: Yes, he was stabbed by the police.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, was there any inquest done concerning this
incident?

MR NJOBO: Yes, we went to the police to lay a charge against them, but they told
us they will contact us, but up until today, they did not.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any attorneys?

MR NJOBO: No, we did not contact any attorneys.

MS MAYA: Is there any reason for that?

MR NJOBO: No, but we were confused at that time.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other thing you want to say about Andile and this
incident?



MR NJOBO: Andile was coming from his work at night, he was working for me, he
was supporting me. He was supporting myself and his mother.

MS MAYA: In other words, you lost a person who was supporting you?

MR NJOBO: Yes, I lost a person who was supporting me.

MS MAYA: What is your request sir, to this Commission?

MR NJOBO: My request to this Commission is that up until today, I don't know who
killed my son. The police just told me they will contact me later.

My request is that I want the Commission to investigate who killed my son.

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 E NJOBO

MS MAYA: Is there any other thing you want to say to this Commission?

MR NJOBO: Yes, I lost my wife because of this.

MS MAYA: When did your wife die?

MR NJOBO: My wife died after this incident, because she was sick all the time.
She died two months after this incident.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson, maybe you will be asked
some questions.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Njobo, can you hear me?

MR NJOBO: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: The night vigil, can you tell me first of all who the night vigil
was for, who had died?

MR NJOBO: It was Ngalo, it was Ngalo.

MS CRICHTON: The night vigils that you had, there must have been many of them at
that time, was there a lot of harassment by the police at those vigils?

MR NJOBO: Yes, they were harassing people because when they attended night
vigils, police used to harass and assault them.

MS CRICHTON: Did they try to disrupt the proceedings and get people away from
the vigil?

MR NJOBO: Yes, they used to go to the night vigils and disrupt everything.

MS CRICHTON: There was clearly no respect for people who had died? My second
question to you is, did you receive a Death Certificate at all?

MR NJOBO: Yes, I received a Death Certificate.

MS CRICHTON: What did it state as the cause of death?

MR NJOBO: The Death Certificate stated that they are still investigating. I was
told that they were still
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investigating and they will contact me.

REVD FINCA: Mr Njobo, you said that Ngalo was the soldier of Umkhonto We Sizwe.
Do you remember his first name?

MR NJOBO: Yes, I do. I think it was Maganda, but I am not sure.

REVD FINCA: According to your knowledge, your son was he the only one that was
killed that night, or who was injured that night?

MR NJOBO: There is another one who was stabbed the same night.

REVD FINCA: Was he from the night vigil?

MR NJOBO: I am not sure, but he was also stabbed that night.

REVD FINCA: At the time of your son's death, was he involved in the
organisations?

MR NJOBO: He was a member of CRADORA at the time.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mr Eric Njobo. We remember these sad days. The days that
the Umkhonto We Sizwe members were killed. We also remember that the people who
were in power at that time, refused permission for others to go to these kinds
of funerals and people were afraid, even ministers were afraid to attend such
funerals.

They were afraid to go to give support to the families and the families were
supposed to bury these people alone. We think that as you have presented your
testimony, your son went to the night vigil to try and comfort the families of
the soldier.

We will come back to you and to the guy you have mentioned, Monde, who was
present when these things happened. Our investigating team will come back to you
to get those details so that we can have some more information from you and from
Monde. Thank you.

--------------------
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ANGELINA RAMPO NOMAVUKA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Are your full names Angelina Rampo Nomavuka.

MRS NOMAVUKA: That's correct.

MR SANDI: The child that you are going to talk about, is Xola Owen Nomavuka?

MRS NOMAVUKA: That's correct.

MR SANDI: How old was Xola Owen Nomavuka at the time of his death?

MRS NOMAVUKA: He was 18 years old.

MR SANDI: Was he still a scholar at the time?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes, he was doing standard 10.

MR SANDI: How did you hear about your son's death.

MRS NOMAVUKA: I was at home, my sister's children came to my house to tell me
that Xola was shot and they were on their way to fetch the corpse of the other
boy who was also shot in Port Elizabeth. On the way back when they were at
Skhulu Street Namapeni came out and shot them and the sister of Mrs January.

MR SANDI: You say he was shot by Velule Namapeni Buzani?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes that's correct.

MR SANDI: Did you know Velule Namapeni Buzani?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes I know him from the farm.

MR SANDI: Was he a policeman here in Cradock?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: How can you describe him as a policeman, his behaviour?

MRS NOMAVUKA: He was behaving well, I didn't have problems with him, because I
knew him and his parents from the farm.

MR SANDI: You say he was behaving well?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes.



MR SANDI: Isn't it true that Mr Buzani said that these children were just
passing by and were singing, he just decided to shoot?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes he did. I am saying, just before this incident, I was still on
the farm. I knew him from the farm, Namapeni.

MR SANDI: Did you hear that most of the people in the statements here when
describing this incident, they are saying that these children were just passing
by but Buzani just decided to shoot?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes that's correct.

MR SANDI: Weren't you shocked by this news.

MRS NOMAVUKA: I was very shocked because I never expected that to be done by
him.

MR SANDI: Did you hear that there was perhaps any attempt to attack Buzani? Did
you hear that one of the children maybe attempted to attack Buzani?

MRS NOMAVUKA: No I just heard that they were just on their way.

MR SANDI: Did Xola ever go to the hospital just before his death?

MRS NOMAVUKA: When I went to the scene I realised that he was taken to the
hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you see him at the hospital?

MRS NOMAVUKA: No, the people said I mustn't go to the hospital, I must just stay
at home.

MR SANDI: When did you hear about his death?

CHAIRPERSON: heard when they came back, my sister's children came to me to tell
me about his death the very same day.

MR SANDI: Were there any disruptions during the funeral?

MRS NOMAVUKA: There were no disruptions and he was not buried at my home, he was
taken by one of the gentlemen who stay in No 74, he's the one who was
responsible for everything.

MR SANDI: Was he buried here at Cradock?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you get any visits from the police before the funeral?

MRS NOMAVUKA: There were policemen around.

MR SANDI: Did they talk to you as a family?

MRS NOMAVUKA: No.

MR SANDI: You say the police were around. Were they around before the funeral or
during the funeral? Did the police visit your house during the funeral?

MRS NOMAVUKA: No.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you'd like to tell us?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes.



MR SANDI: Do you have any wish or request that you'd like to forward to the
Commission?

MRS NOMAVUKA: All I request is his tombstone.

MR SANDI: Is that all Mrs Nomavuka?

MRS NOMAVUKA: One other request, if possible, because I'm not working, if I can
get some assistance and the person who was responsible for my son's marriage, if
she can be compensated.

MR SANDI: Do you mean the expenses of your son's burial?

MRS NOMAVUKA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Nomavuka. I'll hand over to the chairperson. Thank you
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you very much, we have heard your painful story. We
sympathise with you about what happened to you, it's very hurting to hear what
one of you said, that when you used to seek for help from the police the police
would just send you away. But this is not a surprise because we know that it is
something that used to happen during those days. We thank you for coming to the
Commission. What we cannot do is to give you back your beloved ones but the
request that you forwarded, we're going to take it to the President, especially
the one that you say about assistance and try to get the tombstone for your
relatives. On behalf of the Commission we deeply sympathise with you, we promise
that we are going to forward all your requests to the President of this country.
Thank you.

------------------------
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FLORENCE NOMBUYISELO NOFEMELA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: What is your clan name?

MRS NOFEMELE: I'm from the Khuma clan.

MR SANDI: We have your written statement as your evidence, but I just want to
ask a few things just before you give us the details of your story. There is
something that is still not clear here, the kitskonstabels, what was their role,
what was their job, whom were they protecting?

MRS NOFEMELE: The kitskonstabels killed my brother.

MR SANDI: Whom were they protecting?

MRS NOFEMELE: They were protecting the councillors.

MR SANDI: The councillors were not favoured by the community?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes especially the residents in the community.

MR SANDI: You mean that the councillors also played a role in killing the people
by giving the list of the people who were enemies of the councillors?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes.

MR SANDI: I want this to be clear because it should go straight to the record,

MRS NOFEMELE: Because the councillors would tell the kitskonstabels that some
people hated them.

MR SANDI: I'm happy that you have explained this today to us so it is going to
be put on record. Just tell us briefly of what happened on that particular day.

MRS NOFEMELE: On the 12th of January 1990 my brother had visited his friend, he
didn't come home for the whole day. At about eleven at night we heard a sound.
There was a knock thereafter, I woke up, I opened the door, I was told that
Mbeku was shot, and when I asked the details I was told that he was shot by the
kitskonstabels.

MR SANDI: Excuse me, just before that your brother went to the shop, when he was
going past Rokumasi who was a mayor, he pointed a finger at him.

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes Rokumasi said that he must know that this is his last day, he
must prepare himself. That's what the mayor said to him.



MR SANDI: You mean he said that it was his last day that day?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes. They were warning him the whole week but on that particular
day they told him that that was his last day alive.

MR SANDI: And then what happened at 11 o'clock?

MRS NOFEMELE: He left for a party with a friend.

MR SANDI: What day was it?

MRS NOFEMELE: It was a Saturday evening.

MR SANDI: Just carry on.

MRS NOFEMELE: At about eleven at night, just before Mbeko could come home I
heard a knock, the children were telling me that Nombuyiselo was shot and he was
shot by the kitskonstabels. I dressed up and went there, I went to the scene but
the a

ambulance had taken him. I went to the hospital and when I arrived at the
hospital they were taking him to Port Elizabeth and I asked why they are taking
this person away because he was dizzy. He had a urine bag and a drip on. I also
got on the ambulance and we went to Port Elizabeth, we saw doctor at Port
Elizabeth and the people asked who shot him because one side was numb and they
were trying to test him but he couldn't talk, he was just mentioning Rocco and
Harry's name.

After examination and x-rays they could detect that there were pellets inside
and his ribs were broken. He was taken to ward 1, the people were told that he
mustn't be touched because there were syringes in his body. After some time,
during breakfast at 9 o'clock on a Sunday, he passed away.

MR SANDI: You said he was talking about Harry Nzwala, was Harry Nzwala a
policeman?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes. He is a detective now, he was a kitskonstabel at the time.

MR SANDI: Were there any charges laid?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes, because the comrades got hold of an attorney by the name of
Pashiro Senpad, he did nothing, he took us to Port Elizabeth office but there
was nothing, no outcome from the case.

MR SANDI: You mean that nobody was found guilty?

MRS NOFEMELE: Harry was found guilty because we appeared at court with him and
then they said that they were going to hear the case in Grahamstown but that
never happened.

MR SANDI: So in that case it means that you'll have to get the direction from
that attorney. Tell us now, what is your request, what is it that you wish to
tell the Commission.

MRS NOFEMELE: My wish is that the Commission should reveal the names of the
people who killed my brother and they must also give the reasons why they killed
him in that manner.

MR SANDI: Is Rocco still alive?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes he is.

MR SANDI: Do you think he is one of the people who should be consulted?



MRS NOFEMELE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did your brother have children?

MRS NOFEMELE: He had one child.

MR SANDI: Where is the child.

MRS NOFEMELE: He's staying with the grandmother. We are helping each other
raising him.

MR SANDI: Don't you think that it is a good idea to seek for assistance for that
child?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes it is because the mother of the child passed away and now he
is our responsibility. Therefore we also request that we should get assistance
from the Commission.

MEMBER OF PANEL: There is this question Mrs Nombuyiselo that is referring to the
court case, your response was you are still waiting to be called.

MRS NOFEMELE: We were only at the court in 1995 and we were referred to
Grahamstown, but that never happened.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Who said that?

MRS NOFEMELE: It was the magistrate at the Graaf Reinet court.

MEMBER OF PANEL: So you mean, if you want to get more details about how far this
case is you think the magistrate at Graaf Reinet should be the relevant person?

MRS NOFEMELE: Yes.

MEMBER OF PANEL: What about the attorney?

MRS NOFEMELE: He did nothing, he is the only person, he just sent us to Port
Elizabeth and then they wanted to see about the funeral, they wanted to get
details about what happened during the funeral. He never made any attempt for us
to go to the court.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Nombuyiselo. We are going to make a follow-up so that we
should see what is happening in the courts of law. so that we must know whether
this case is still on or not. We thank you for coming forward with the story of
your brother, we sympathise deeply with you and the child who has lost his
mother. Among the plans that we have, we are going to say to the court to get
the outcome of the case and we are going to advise the President that if it is
possible, that at least you should get some assistance, especially his child.

For now we say thank you. If there are some other details that we have left out
we will come back to you, thank you.

----------------------------
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REVD FINCA: We will call to the stand Nomakula Notwala. We welcome you Mrs
Nomakula Notwala. We will hand over to Reverend Xundu to administer the oath,
after that Ntsiki Sandi will lead you in evidence. Thank you.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

NOMAKULA NOTWALA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, the witness has been properly sworn in.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Notwala, you have made a request to talk
about Sonwabo Mdekazi, who was your brother. Is that so Mrs Notwala?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: As you gave your statement, you said that your brother was shot in
1987. Where was he shot?

MRS NOTWALA: He was shot in Port Elizabeth.

MR SANDI: Could you briefly tell us about your brother? According to your
statement he went into exile, what was he involved in politically?

MRS NOTWALA: In 1977 he was a student in Cradock. He burnt down a school, he was
sentenced to three years imprisonment.

He went into prison, St Albans, he was released in November, 1980. He then went
into exile in 1981. We were never happy again at home. The police constantly
would come up. Sometimes they would put him into a sack, this is when
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my mother started being ill of health.

She also went blind.

MR SANDI: Are these the sacks that the police usually used to torture people?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is this what he would tell you when he came back from prison?

MRS NOTWALA: No, they would take him from home and put him into a sack at home
and then take him to prison.

MR SANDI: Do you know any police, the names of the police who did that?



MRS NOTWALA: I remember Gcali.

MR SANDI: Is Gcali still a policeman in Port Elizabeth?

MRS NOTWALA: I don't know, it was here in Cradock.

MR SANDI: When last did you hear about Gcali?

MRS NOTWALA: It has been a while, because he left Cradock.

MR SANDI: You said that Sonwabo left, when did he leave?

MRS NOTWALA: He left in 1984, left Cradock in 1984.

MR SANDI: Where was he going?

MRS NOTWALA: He didn't say where he was going. It is just the police who would
come and say that they have killed him or they kept him in prison. We didn't
know exactly what was happening with him, we got different reports.

MR SANDI: Would he write to you or phone you or anything like that?

MRS NOTWALA: No, he did not contact us.

MR SANDI: Did you hear about his whereabouts? Let's go back to 1987 - you say
that in August, on the 5th of August 1987, what exactly happened?

MRS NOTWALA: On the 5th of August 1987, there was a policeman from the Special
Branch that came to our house.
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He came and told us that he killed Sonwabo at the Port Elizabeth airport.

We tried to investigate, we told our brothers in Port Elizabeth. We just
accepted that report that he had been killed at the airport. However, later we
found out that he was not killed at the airport, but he was killed at Gekiza
Road, at New Brighton.

There was a case going on, and we would continue going to Port Elizabeth, but no
one was convicted. When the court case was over, the court of law declared that
Sonwabo was a well-trained terrorist and therefor no one can be convicted.

MR SANDI: Did you ascertain who it is who came and gave the report that he had
killed Sonwabo?

MRS NOTWALA: No, we did not. These people never identified themselves.

MR SANDI: When you would go to the court of law, did you see this police?

MRS NOTWALA: Well, I can't say, because there were a lot of police that would
come to our house and you didn't know who to take seriously.

MR SANDI: Is there somebody else that was shot in Gekiza Road?

MRS NOTWALA: No one else was shot, but him.

MR SANDI: The people who saw this, the witnesses, what did they say happened?



MRS NOTWALA: Nobody ever gave evidence as such. We just got a report from court
that he had been shot in Gekiza Road.

MR SANDI: You didn't even hear rumours that perhaps he had been killed a certain
way?

MRS NOTWALA: No, because we are here in Cradock.
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MR SANDI: Do you have his Death Certificate?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: Before I ask you what your requests are before the Commission, is that
all that you have to say?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, I do. I would like to request that the Commission gives him a
tombstone and also to help my mother.

MR SANDI: Where was he buried?

MRS NOTWALA: He was buried here in Cradock.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say Mrs Notwala?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, thank you.

MR SANDI: I will hand you over to Mr Chairperson, thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Notwala, I just want to understand. When Sonwabo was in exile,
was he a member of the ANC?

MRS NOTWALA: Yes, he was working actually for the ANC.

REVD FINCA: Was he a soldier?

MRS NOTWALA: Well, I don't know.

REVD FINCA: You just heard that he was killed in New Brighton?

MRS NOTWALA: Excuse me?

REVD FINCA: You just discovered that he was killed in New Brighton in 1987? You
didn't even know whether he is a soldier, Umkhonto We Sizwe soldier?

MRS NOTWALA: No.

REVD FINCA: When he died, who told you? Was it the ANC or the police?

MRS NOTWALA: The police.

REVD FINCA: Is it the police that told you that he had been killed by the
police? Did the ANC give you any report of his death?
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MRS NOTWALA: No.

REVD FINCA: On the day of the funeral, was there an ANC speaker?

MRS NOTWALA: No, there was not. There wasn't because we were only given three
hours to bury him for the funeral. Everything was done in a rush.

REVD FINCA: After the ANC was unbanned, did the ANC give a report that your
brother was a member of Umkhonto We Sizwe and died whilst in battle?

MRS NOTWALA: Nobody came.

REVD FINCA: Who prepared for the funeral?

MRS NOTWALA: Headbush in Port Elizabeth.

REVD FINCA: Are there leaders of the ANC where you stayed?

MRS NOTWALA: Well, I don't know because I was not a member of the ANC, I was not
in the struggle, it was Sonwabo who was in the struggle.

REVD FINCA: I am asking these questions, because I just need clarity on the fact
that if someone dies in battle, then the organisation, be it ANC or AZAPO, then
they at least show that it is their soldier that has passed away.

I am not saying that is the case, but I would like to investigate, for us to
investigate on exactly what happened, because we cannot depend on a police
report. There should be ownership from the organisation that he had been
deployed by the ANC to Port Elizabeth. We would like to put this in a political
context.

If there is anything else we need to investigate, or any questions we need from
you, we will come back to you. In the mean time thank you very much for your
help. We will try to delve deeper into the matter, thank you.

--------------------
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XOLILE DANIEL NTOZINI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Good afternoon to you Mr Ntozini, are you well?

MR NTOZINI: Yes thanks.

MR SANDI: According to the statement you're going to give evidence about yourself, incidents from January 1984, how old were you at the time?
Perhaps you'll remember later. You were 20, you were born in 1964? Were you a student or were you working?

MR NTOZINI: I was a student. I had to stop in 1984.

MR SANDI: Were you connected to any political organisation?

MR NTOZINI: Yes.

MR SANDI: To which organisation?

MR NTOZINI: There were no organisations as such in Middelburg until the UDF was started. I became a member of the United Democratic Front
because I was aware of their aims and what they were fighting for. I then went home to try to pass on the message on to the people so that we in our
own community could start UDF as well. I started this organisation back home.

MR SANDI: Which year?

MR NTOZINI: 1984.

MR SANDI: Is that why you started having problems from 1984?

MR NTOZINI: Yes. My life changed totally. My house as well.

MR SANDI: Apparently you were detained and tortured. Could you tell us what happened from 1984?

MR NTOZINI: I was an acting president at the time. In previous years at home in Middelburg the police were half the number of the people in the
community, so what would happen is that if you were in any way connected to organisations that were banned, half the police would come to our
communities to threaten our families. It was therefore difficult to start this organisation as people were fearful, but we tried with other comrades
under such conditions. I'd be detained now and again but I persevered. We would have meetings now and again. We'd have meetings on our own,
not the whole organisation, but even then the information would slip through to the boers. I stopped studying at the time. I thought I'd wait a while
so that this organisation could be established in our community.

MR SANDI: Under what conditions were you detained the first time?

MR NTOZINI: We tried to organise a march or an open gathering, that is how it started. Whilst we were marching on the street, the police came.
They said that they're only giving us a few minutes to disperse. We did not disperse, we continued to march, there were police everywhere from the
front and the back. They then started shooting.

MR SANDI: Were there any people who got injured?

MR NTOZINI: Yes they were, it's just a bit sad that some of them are not here today.

MR SANDI: You will please give us details later, did you get arrested that day?



MR NTOZINI: No I was not, I got a chance to run away. After a week they got me, on a Monday morning when I was with a friend of mine. They
were in a private car in which they put me and drove me to the police station. At the police station we did not walk through the main door, we went
through the back yard where there were more than 30 policemen, three in the car who told me to get out when they parked the car. They climbed out
with sjamboks and batons, and I realised then that things were bad. Forcing me out the car they beating me and when I tried to get out the police that
were at the back yard already started beating me. I tried to hide under the car but everybody was beating me, I did not know what was going on, I
could not hear anything, I was just being beaten up.

MR SANDI: For how long were you beaten up?

MR NTOZINI: About thirty minutes.

MR NTOZINI: Do you remember any people that were beating you? The names, the identities of the police.

MR NTOZINI: Yes those that I remember well were the ones that drove me to the police station.

MR SANDI: Do you have the names?

MR NTOZINI: Limen Malidi unfortunately passed away. Tiketiki's still alive.

MR SANDI: Where is he?

MR NTOZINI: He's not in Middelburg anymore.

MR SANDI: So you don't know whether he's still a policeman where he is?

MR NTOZINI: I don't know.

MR SANDI: And the third man?

MR NTOZINI: Majola.

MR SANDI: Where is Majola.

MR NTOZINI: He's in Mossel Bay. I don't know whether he's still a policeman or not.

MR SANDI: Why did they stop beating you up, how did that happen?

MR NTOZINI: There is a coal room somewhere, I jumped over to it, next to the door. I was giving them a chance to stand before me, and they
ordered me to get out. I told them to wait a while, two of them jumped over to take me out and I had to jump into the midst of the rest of them. Mr
Limen Malidi took me to the captain, to tell him that I'm the man they've been looking for. The captain was not in the office, he had gone to town
and I was then taken in the state I was in to offices on the second floor where they tried to interrogate me but they could not get anything out of me
as I was bleeding. They put me in a cell, it must have been after dinner in the afternoon ,I had not eaten since morning and they had arrested me
since 8 o'clock in the morning.

MR SANDI: How long were you in detention for?

MR NTOZINI: Are you talking about that particular day?

MR SANDI: Yes that day.

MR NTOZINI: The entire day.

MR SANDI: When did they release you or what happened at the end of it all?

MR NTOZINI: Nothing happened. The next day I was accused of public violence together with comrades that had been arrested the previous week.

MR SANDI: So you were arrested a week later?

MR NTOZINI: Yes.

MR SANDI: But you were accused of the same thing.

MR NTOZINI: es I was.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a court of law?



MR NTOZINI: Yes I did.

MR SANDI: How did the case go?

MR NTOZINI: We got out on bail and the case didn't go any further.

MR SANDI: I noticed according to your statement that you were arrested again?

MR NTOZINI: Yes I was. When I was out on bail I still had to continue going to the court of law. This one particular day when we went to court,
but there were no proceedings, we walked home, I wanted to inform them at home as to what was happening. There are two townships in
Middelburg, there's the old township, then there's the main road that separates the old township from the new one, I walked through the old
township, there is a policeman who is called Ben Metsi, there were other police in his house. He was moving his furniture into a van and other
police were helping him. I don't know what was going on because I was from court. I asked the others what was going on and they said we were not
allowed to go to the new township by the police. I said that I'm going and two other comrades joined me saying that they are going to the new
township. We walked the police, past the sports fields, we crossed the main road, there was a field next to the main road and when we got to the
middle of it a yellow detectives' car started approaching me. I said to my comrades that these people are after me and suggested that we should walk
back. As we were walking back there was yet another car from the Special Branch which had not been there when we walked past the first time.
Well then, I said, there is nothing we can do, these people have plans about me.

We tried to run away because there are footpaths but it came after us. I then told the comrades to walk ahead so that we can find out what was going
on and I was going to walk behind them. There were four police in the car, two white police, Ben Malite.

MR SANDI: Was he the only one you knew amongst these police?

MR NTOZINI: I also knew Mr Botha, he was also a detective.

MR SANDI: What did you say to them?

MR NTOZINI: They had not recognised me yet. They just asked the ones that were walking ahead what was going on. They then opened all the car
doors, I realised that they wanted to put me into the car but I wanted to run away. I ran but I did not get home. Another police van was chasing me
and as I was going towards the township I had to change my direction and go towards the bottom of the township and I could not see the yellow car
anymore. What had happened was that this car had gone to wait for me. They put me into the van, these boers are silly, I can't remember his name
well but this white policeman got into the back of the bakkie with me, he had boots on and he was stamping on my face the whole time.

MR SANDI: His name is Kitchen?

MR NTOZINI: Yes, the traffic cop took me, we were driving back to the place where they had picked me up from where the car was previously but
then there were two cars and three police vans. They told me to get off, the two other comrades were in the van, they formed a guard of honour as I
was going to get off and said that I must get on a car but they didn't specify which car. I thought that we were going to go into the detective's car but
they started beating me up saying that I'm not supposed to go to where it went, they were beating me up.

MR SANDI: What were they beating you up with?

MR NTOZINI: With sjamboks, all these things that they had in their hands.

MR SANDI: Do you remember anyone amongst the people that were beating you up?

MR NTOZINI: It is the police that came with me, those are the ones that I remember. I could not recognise the ones that were there already.

MR SANDI: So they beat you up until when?

MR NTOZINI: Until they directed me to a particular van because they could see that now I was very confused. By the time I got into the van my
upper lip was torn into two, my left eye was closed and swollen, I was bleeding in the back of the van.

MR SANDI: Where did they take you?

MR NTOZINI: They took me to the police station. I said to the other comrades that these men are not through with me, I knew that.

MR SANDI: Were you detained already?

MR NTOZINI: No they had not put us in cells yet. Then one policeman came to peep and asked why I was not taken to hospital and then they said,
"Fuck him!" A detective came, he had his one hand behind him, he pretend to be saying something, meanwhile he had a sack that he put over my
head. I was bleeding. He tied it up and then my hands were tied behind my back. I could not see where they were taking me because I was
practically blindfolded.



MR SANDI: Where were you taken to?

MR NTOZINI: I can't tell you because I could not see.

MR SANDI: So what happened where they took you?

MR NTOZINI: I was told to get off the vehicle, still being tied up, there was a dam, I think it was on a farm. The turned me upside down and put
my head in the water, an hour elapsed, I was bleeding and they were trying to drown me. They told me to tell the truth, I tried to protect myself,
trying to breath, even trying to talk but they would not take out the sack that was over my head. They would momentarily take the sack off my head
and I would breath then they would put it back and they would try to drown me yet again. Eventually they lifted me up, I could just feel water, they
put me in neck deep and started hitting me with a gun on my forehead. I remember their voices and I could identify them, I knew which voice
belonged to whom.

MR SANDI: Who do you think they were?

MR NTOZINI: Lemon was there, Tictic was there, Mr Botha was there.

MR SANDI: What happened eventually?

MR NTOZINI: They took me back to the cell. You must listen well to my statement, I had not gone home, they arrested me whilst I was walking
home from court, they threw me into the cell, I was dripping wet.

MR SANDI: Had they taken off the sack?

MR NTOZINI: Yes they had taken it off.

MR SANDI: Until when were you in the cell?

MR NTOZINI: For about four to five hours. They then told me to go home.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a doctor or a hospital?

MR NTOZINI: I tried, the doctors gave me a bit of medication and bandages.

MR SANDI: When were you going to go to court again?

MR NTOZINI: The following month.

MR SANDI: When you went back to court did you tell them what had happened to you?

MR NTOZINI: No I did not. What would happen is that we'd go to court, we'd go on the stage, we'd talk and then we'd be taken out, The authorities
would just say we should be thrown out.

MR SANDI: Did you have an attorney?

MR NTOZINI: Our attorneys at the time were very busy, they would listen to us but then they'd say that they've got plenty cases to handle. Our
cases then had to wait. Incidents continuously would happen, therefore our attorneys had too much work to do.

MR SANDI: Therefore you're saying that nothing was done about your case?

MR NTOZINI: No.

MR SANDI: What happened to it?

MR NTOZINI: It just stopped.

MR SANDI: So when did they stop torturing you?

MR NTOZINI: I left home, my elder brother came to fetch me because he was scared that they were just going to kill me.

MR SANDI: When was that?

MR NTOZINI: It was in 1986.

MR SANDI: Did you go back to Middelburg?



MR NTOZINI: I stayed away from home for four years.

MR SANDI: How was it when you got back?

MR NTOZINI: Things had subsided.

MR SANDI: I am sure that all this torture affected your health, as you said previously. Could you tell us please?

MR NTOZINI: I am not an epileptic person but I started suffering from epileptic fits twice.

MR SANDI: When was that?

MR NTOZINI: During 1984 and 1985. I was working but what would happen is that these boers would go to my place of work, they would
misinform my boss saying that I am very dangerous and I would lose the job, get another one and they would the same thing continuously.

MR SANDI: Until what happened?

MR NTOZINI: My boss would continuously call me asking why I'm involved with detectives and dangerous stuff and I would lose the job.

MR SANDI: Are you able to get a job now?

MR NTOZINI: I don't have a job. I cannot get a job in Middelburg, if I am to get a job I must leave my parents and leave Middelburg.

MR SANDI: What requests do you have of the Commission?

MR NTOZINI: My first request is that the perpetrators should come with a full report to the Commission. They think that I have not disclosed
before the Commission, I want them to come here and disclose that information.

If I could get some form of compensation as well.

MR SANDI: Otherwise you are well health wise?

MR NTOZINI: Yes overall I'm alright.

MR SANDI: Is that all you have to say? Thank you Sir I'll hand you over to Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Xolile, it is clear that you had a very long testimony telling us about your torture as a leader of the UDF in
Middelburg. I think that if Matthew Goniwe was still alive, he'd be very proud of you right now. It is good that you came to Cradock to give
evidence so that the Cradock people can see a product of their own products, because you say it is Matthew Goniwe who helped you to be the leader
that you are.

We were very interested in the form of torture that you suffered, we thank you that you divulged all this information. What we are endeavouring to
do is to expose to South Africa the forms of torture that our people went through. These things were never publicly told previously. We are also
going to get the perpetrators so that they can tell us about their actions. It also needs to be documented, all these methods of torture. It is important
in the human rights culture that the details of torture be exposed. Thank you for the picture, the full picture that you have given us, this is significant
for the report that we must give to this country at the end of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

The requests that you have given before the Commission will be handed over to our President. Thank you.

--------------------------------
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CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mrs Ntswayi, who are you with?

MRS NTSWAYI: My son.

CHAIRPERSON: What is his name?

MRS NTSWAYI: Xnidisi Ntswayi.

CHAIRPERSON: Is he going to give evidence?

MRS NTSWAYI: Yes he's going to give evidence because he was there when his
brother was shot.

CHAIRPERSON: I will ask Reverend Xundu to swear both of you in.

NOMAMASE NTSWAYI: (sworn states)

XNIDISI NTSWAYI: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Mrs Nomamase, we have a statement before us here telling us how your
son died. Your story reveals that your son was in the Graaf Reinet Youth
Congress, his school principal was also the mayor of the town.

MRS NTSWAYI: It is so.

REV XUNDU: Did the Youth Congress not approve of the election of councillors in
the township.

MRS NTSWAYI: I don't know, well it seems to be so.

REV XUNDU: Your'e saying it is so?

MRS NTSWAYI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: The town councillors were not properly elected, is that so?

MRS NTSWAYI: It is so.

REV XUNDU: Therefore the Youth Congress that was struggling for liberation saw
them as impediments?

MRS NTSWAYI: It is so.

REV XUNDU: What happened the day your son was killed? Please tell us briefly?

MRS NTSWAYI: It was in the evening at about 7 o'clock. We heard sounds, bangs,



after a short while, my son, the one sitting next to me came in saying that his
brother had been shot. After a few moments my house was packed with people
including Mrs Kekana. They then told me that my son died on the way to hospital.

REV XUNDU: Was this seven in the evening?

MRS NTSWAYI: It was in summer in November so it was still light.

REV XUNDU: Were there people who saw the incident, well perhaps your son would
like to fill in there?

MRS NTSWAYI: There were people, a lot of people.

REV XUNDU: Perhaps your son can take over?

MR NTSWAYI: It was on the 15th of November 1984. We the youth as UDF members, as
my mother said, there was a lot of toytoying at the time in the township.

We then decided to go and toytoy at the mayor's house. He got out of the house
with a gun. He thought that we were going to his house particularly to toytoy
but we did not intend to toytoy at his house as such, we were toytoying along
the street. He then started shooting, we dispersed and when I asked the other
comrades who had been shot, they then said my brother had been shot.

REV XUNDU: So the toytoying was really a demonstration that the Youth Congress
was against the town councillors?

MR NTSWAYI: It is so.

REV XUNDU: So it was a right to protest?

MR NTSWAYI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: So please proceed. Was there ever a court case against Mr Mphepho for
having shot your brother?

MR NTSWAYI: There was no court case.

REV XUNDU: Was there an inquest?

MR NTSWAYI: No we left it as it was. We could not do anything because if you
took your case up to the boers they would just not do anything about it.

REV XUNDU: Therefore the police just were the law themselves, nobody would
dispute anything they said, the law was in their hands?

MR NTSWAYI: It is so.

REV XUNDU: Was there a death certificate?

MR NTSWAYI: Yes there was.

REV XUNDU: Where is Mr Mphepho now?

MR NTSWAYI: The last I heard he was in King Williamstown, a teacher. He's not in
Alice, some people ran to Alice.

REV XUNDU: So he's in King Williamstown?

MR NTSWAYI: Yes he is.

REV XUNDU: So there was no court case?



MR NTSWAYI: No there was no court case.

REV XUNDU: Maybe you can hand over the mike to your mother for her to give her
requests to the Commission.

MRS NTSWAYI: I did not hear well?

REV XUNDU: What is your request to the Commission, is there something that we
can perhaps do for you?

MRS NTSWAYI: I want Mpepho here.

REV XUNDU: You want to meet Mpepho?

MRS NTSWAYI: Yes I would like that.

REV XUNDU: Secondly?

MRS NTSWAYI: Secondly I struggle with my health. I had no money to put up a
tombstone, I need a tombstone.

REV XUNDU: How old was your son, did he have a wife or child?

MRS NTSWAYI: He was a student in Matric.

REV XUNDU: He had no child?

MRS NTSWAYI: No he had no child.

REV XUNDU: Is there anything else you'd like to add?

MRS NTSWAYI: No.

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I'll hand over the witness to you.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton?

MRS CHRICHTON: Mrs Ntswayi, I want to ask you just one question about the
funeral. Were there restrictions at the funeral?

MRS NTSWAYI: It was terrible. Some people were arrested at the very funeral. At
the graveyard the police were beating people up. Even back at home we did not
sleep that night, the police would kick the doors down and they would go
forcefully into the houses. The siblings would have to go and sleep elsewhere,
would have to run away because the police wanted to kill the rest of my
children.

MRS CHRICHTON: Another question for you. Am I correct in believing that one of
the restrictions were that there could be no people at the funeral who didn't
come by car? Is that correct?

MRS NTSWAYI: Yes that's correct.

MRS CHRICHTON: Who made that restriction?

MRS NTSWAYI: It was he police.

MRS CHRICHTON: Thank you.

MRS NTSWAYI: That is what the police told us to do.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Nommamase, thank you that your and your son Xnidisi came before
the Commission. The picture you have given us, we are by now used to. A lot of



people were killed in the struggle for liberation. Your son died in battle, even
though it would seem that your son was shot by someone who is not a policeman,
but it is clear that he used to work together with the regime.

Perhaps it should be comforting to you that even though your son cannot come
back to you, that what he fought for, what he stood for, what he gave up his
life for, we now have it. You should count him as one of the heros who gave up
his life for the country.

We have noted the requests that you have stated before us and we will hand them
over to our President so that he can see what he can do. We thank you, won't you
please take your places?

----------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Can you please stand up so that you can take an oath.

NONZWAKAZI PLAATJIES: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: We welcome you Nonzwakazi Plaatjies. I am going to hand over to Ms
Tiny Maya who will be asking you questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. I greet you Ms Plaatjies. Your story is from
1976, September. You are not sure of the date, whether it was the 8th or the
9th, is that true? On this particular day you said you were accompanying your
grandmother to the Doctor at Cookhouse. You had a conflict with the police, can
you please tell us in your own words what happened on this particular day?

MS PLAATJIES: As my mother was suffering from asthma I was taking her to the
station.

MS MAYA: Just hold on. Who usually counted six?

MS PLAATJIES: The name of the train is Mixi, it is the train. We used to call
the old train Mixi. Not now, the old train, we used to call it Mixi. So she was
taking a train.

When I came back, I was afraid of taking the tar road, I had to go through the
veld. When I came, I saw the police.

MS MAYA: Without interrupting you, can you please come
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closer to the mike?

MS PLAATJIES: I saw a hippo. It was full of policemen.

I was walking down the road, they stopped and they alighted from the police
casper, they were shooting. The White policeman that I managed to identify, he
was Dr Schoeman.

He was wearing his uniform. He was also shooting and there was also another
Xhoza policeman, Bomba Aron and the others.

MS MAYA: Can you just stop right there. You said these policemen alighted from
the police casper - with whom were you at the time?

MS PLAATJIES: I was alone.



MS MAYA: Where was your grandmother?

MS PLAATJIES: She had gone, she took the train.

MS MAYA: You are talking about Dr Schoeman, was Dr Schoeman a medical
practitioner, a general practitioner?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes, he was also a police, he came out, he alighted from the hippo
and started shooting.

MS MAYA: You mean sometimes he used to be a Doctor and sometimes he would be a
policeman?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MS MAYA: And at the same time he would examine the people who were injured?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MS MAYA: Can you please go on.

MS PLAATJIES: They came to me, I fell. I had a bullet on my neck, that caused me
to fall. They started assaulting me.

MS MAYA: What was it that they were doing?

MS PLAATJIES: They were just stamping on my body and they
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were hitting me with a (indistinct). If they wanted to put you into the police
casper, they don't put you there properly, they just throw you in. There are
also some of the policeman inside the casper.

One of them is big and fat. At that time I was already bleeding through the nose
and ears. They said to me I must stand up and go and kiss the White man who was
on the corner, they were pushing me towards him.

They were kicking me. One of them, by the name of Aron responded and said to the
other policemen, he said, no stop doing this, this is our blood. We can't do
this in front of these people, in front of the capitalists.

Why should we help the capitalists hitting our own people? Aron said Bomba, this
is your sister, you can't do this in front of the White policemen.

He said the police should start home first.

MS MAYA: Let me take you back a little bit. How old were you at the time?

MS PLAATJIES: I was a big girl at the time. I was a big girl, I think I was 23
years old or 24, I am not sure because right now I am 44 years old.

MS MAYA: You mean you were no longer a scholar at the time?

MS PLAATJIES: No.

MS MAYA: What was actually happening in your community? What do you think was
the real cause of this assault?



MS PLAATJIES: The people were rioting.

MS MAYA: What was it, can you specify, can you remember what was happening in
1976?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes. The children, the students were toyi-toying through the
townships and they were arrested.

MS MAYA: After the police had arrested you, where did they

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE

 

4 N PLAATJIES

take you to and what is it that they did?

MS PLAATJIES: I went into the police van, they drove to the township. They
stopped somewhere but I don't know where because I heard one of them saying the
one who was Aron, I heard him saying, they are stopping in front of the shop,
one of the shops in the township. The others in front alighted from the police
casper with Dr Schoeman and the driver.

I was at the back. They were talking here inside and they were telling each
other who is going out and who is going in. They went there, they had a list,
they brought the list into the police casper.

They drove to the hospital. The police casper parked outside the hospital and
the other doors opened. Dr Schoeman and the others went in. After some time they
opened at the back where I was. I went there and I brought my car, hospital
card.

I was standing in the passage.

MS MAYA: Where is this passage?

MS PLAATJIES: The passage in the hospital. I was standing there and I was
bleeding. He came from one of the rooms.

MS MAYA: Can you please come closer to the mike.

MS PLAATJIES: Dr Schoeman came from one of the rooms in the hospital. He just
looked at my ears, he didn't even examine me, he didn't even made me to lie on
the bed. I went back to the cell.

MS MAYA: For how long were you arrested?

MS PLAATJIES: It was on a Tuesday, I stayed there Thursday and Friday. The
following week we were sent to Cookhouse, from Cookhouse to Somerset. December I
was in Somerset.

MS MAYA: What was the reason for the arrest?
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MS PLAATJIES: They were accusing me of assaulting the police, saying that I
burnt down some of the houses and robbery, but they didn't know the real reason
but they just decided that I should be released because there was no evidence.



MS MAYA: When you were arrested, did you appearing court?

MS PLAATJIES: I was swollen. I used to go to court, but I couldn't talk because
I was swollen. A Magistrate by the name of Mehlekati did not want to hear
anything about these Boers, they would make me to stand there and that
Magistrate would say take her back to the cell.

MS MAYA: Where did Mehlekati come from?

MS PLAATJIES: I don't even know.

MS MAYA: Where was this court of Mehlekati?

MS PLAATJIES: It was here in Cradock.

MS MAYA: Do you know his real name?

MS PLAATJIES: I only know him as Mehlekati because the people were calling him
Mehlekati.

MS MAYA: When did you last see Mr Mehlekati?

MS PLAATJIES: I didn't see him after that.

MS MAYA: When were you released?

MS PLAATJIES: I was released on the 8th of January.

MS MAYA; Without any charges laid against you?

MS PLAATJIES: No. What they said, there was another lady who was with us at
Cookhouse whose husband arranged a legal representative here for her and I was
also taken there with her, it was Aunty Modi.

MS MAYA: Do you know her surname?

MS PLAATJIES: No.

MS MAYA: Where is she now?

MS PLAATJIES: She is here in the township.
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MS MAYA: We will request you to give us her details. After you release did you
lay any charges - maybe you sought for help with a legal representative?

MS PLAATJIES: I went to (indistinct) and I explained to them but unfortunately
there was an accident and at that time I was working in Port Elizabeth. I got
sick in Port Elizabeth, I went to Livingstone Hospital. I started at Dora Nginza
and Dora Nginza transferred me to town.

I saw an Indian Doctor, I don't know his name. (tape ends) I had a problem with
my ear and I was excreting something from my intestines.

Because even in Port Elizabeth it was bad, but the Doctor begged me to say
something, but I was afraid to tell him. Even the Sisters used to beg me to tell
what happened, because they were recommending, they were saying this Doctor is



very good.

I ran away, I came back to Cradock.

MS MAYA: Is that all that you would like to tell us?

MS PLAATJIES: No. I've been trying, though I was sick, I used to go to OPD and I
used to talk to the people of the community. My right limb is no longer working
now.

One teacher took me to Dr Bam and he removed one of the pellets in my arm. At
least now I can use my arm. I started to have epileptic fits, but Dr Schoeman
said he is not going to arrange any pension fund for me, he is not going to
arrange any pension for me.

MS MAYA: You were also injured on your head. You said there were some pellets in
your head?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were they removed?

MS PLAATJIES: No.
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MS MAYA: When did you start suffering from epileptic fits?

MS PLAATJIES: It is about three years now.

MS MAYA: According to the Doctor's details, is the epileptic fits caused by the
pellets in your head?

MS PLAATJIES: Dr Miller said the one in my vessel, the pellets in my vessels are
the cause of the epileptic fits.

MS MAYA: Can you please go on with your story and you tell us about your request
that you would like to forward to the Commission.

MS PLAATJIES: I wish that the Commission should help me educate my children.

MS MAYA: How old are they?

MS PLAATJIES: It is Nathemba and Posethu. The other one is seven years old, the
other one is one year and six months old. I used to work, but I cannot work any
more and I cannot see clearly with my eyes and I am always sick.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. I will hand over back to the Chairperson, maybe my
colleagues will have some questions,

REVD FINCA: Ntsiki Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Plaatjies, before this day that you are
talking about, did you see Dr Schoeman before?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you see him after this particular day?



MS PLAATJIES: While I was sick I went to him at the hospital.

MR SANDI: When was that?

MS PLAATJIES: It was before he left Cradock.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the year when you were visiting him before he
left Cradock?

MS PLAATJIES: He left Cradock in 1995.
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MR SANDI: Where is he?

MS PLAATJIES: He is in Gauteng.

MR SANDI: Can you tell us if Dr Schoeman was working with the police?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes.

MR SANDI: Was that a well-known thing about Dr Schoeman?

MS PLAATJIES: Yes, everybody in Cradock knows that.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ms Plaatjies. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Nonzwakazi for your story. Perhaps you might be interested
in knowing if the Commission would have a hearing, a special hearing which will
focus on matters of the Doctors.

I think the Commission itself will be very interested in the picture that you
are giving us about Dr Schoeman because this is a very interesting story that
being a Doctor he is a policeman at the same time.

He is a Doctor, he is a policeman at the same time of which those are two
conflicting things. We thank you for telling us this story. We've taken note of
your request.

As I've said we are just the mouth of the State President, we are just an eye of
the State President, we are going to forward these requests to his table so that
he can take a closer look at them.

Thank you Ms Nonzwakazi.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: If I heard properly, in the case of Siphithiphithi Welcome Qatana,
we are going to have Agnes Hlomela and Henry Tembekile Qatana to give testimony
at the same time. Thank you.

HENRY TEMBEKILE QATANA: (sworn states)

AGNES HLOMELA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: I would like to continue now Mr Chairman.

Let us begin with you Mr Henry. Can you please just explain to us and give us a
picture of what was happening at that time?

MR QATANA: On the 29th of November 1986 we were at a party when we heard a noise
outside and Byvane went outside to urinate after which we heard some noise in
the shack outside, Siphithiphithi went outside to look and we heard gunshots and
Siphithiphithi fell in front of the door. We went out and tried to lift him up
to take him to the house. While we were still doing that I heard a voice to stop
and I lost consciousness at that time. People said that I was shot and I fell
down but when I woke up I saw that my three fingers were shot and Jafta, a
policeman was there and a caspar and an ambulance arrived, Siphithiphithi was
taken to the van and we were taken to the hospital. When we were there we were
under police guard.

After the operation, I told this policeman that we did not do anything, there
was no need for him to guard us and he left. I stayed in the hospital for three
weeks and after that I was sent to prison. I stayed for three months in prison
and I was released but had to go and report to the police station all the time.
After that we went to court and were found not guilty. We found a lawyer,
Vusumzi Magqabi and the case continued in 1987 and in 1991 he just disappeared
up until today.

MR SANDI: Let me ask you some questions so that we can get clarity. You were in
a party, is that so?

MR QATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: You were having fun in that party?

MR SANDI: What was happening?

MR QATANA: It was just our party and we were playing games. There was music



everywhere.

MR SANDI: It was fun?

MR QATANA: Yes but the music was not loud.

MR SANDI: What was the cause of the police to come after you? Were they against
you in any way?

MR QATANA: We were members of the UDF but the others joined the South African
Police.

MR SANDI: Were your friends who joined the police there when this was happening?

MR QATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you please mention their names?

MR QATANA: It was Ncamile, Bhababhatane, Nombothoza and a fourth one but I've
forgotten his name.

MR SANDI: Was Jantjies there or are these their first names?

 

MR QATANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: They were not found guilty?

MR QATANA: No they were not found guilty.

MR SANDI: But they shot you?

MR QATANA: Yes and they killed Siphithiphithi.

MR SANDI: Was there any inquest held so that people can find out what happened
to your brother?

MR QATANA: No there was no inquest, we just buried him.

MR SANDI: What is your request of this Commission Sir?

MR QATANA: I get a disability grant.

MR SANDI: Do you get it?

MR QATANA: Yes I get a disability grant but my request is that I have three
children and the money is not enough and they're all at school, and I would like
the Commission to help me to educate my children, because I'm paralysed.

MR QATANA: Do you have a wife?

MR QATANA: My wife left me in 1988 when I was first paralysed. She said that she
was going to look for work up until today.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. Let me come to you Agnes.

MRS HLOMELA: I'm from the Mpondo clan. I'm Nyauza.

MR SANDI: Just tell us briefly, on top of what he has just said, is there
anything that you would like to add?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes, I just came from the hospital on that particular Friday, my



son came in the morning, he brought some meat and he said, "Mom just prepare
enough for me". I replied that I had just come from Port Elizabeth and now he
wanted me to cook for him when I was tired. There was another parcel which he
then said he was taking somewhere else in the old township. I was sitting in
front of my house. My husband went out, there was a telephone and I asked who
was calling. My husband just looked at me and said nothing. I asked him again
and he said, "No I'm coming right now". He went out. I was still sick because I
came from the hospital, I couldn't reach for the telephone. He returned with my
brother in law. I asked him what happened, and he said that I should go with
him.

I went to my other house where I found policemen standing but when I asked what
had happened, nobody answered. When I went through the crowd of people who were
there I saw my child in a very bad condition.

MR SANDI: Was that Siphithiphithi?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes. Ncamili was standing just there and then I asked him what he
was going to do since my child was riddled with bullets like this. I said to the
other children they must pick up the bullets because my child was shot right in
my house. Jafta said I must just leave the bullets alone, he would take care of
them. His hand was completely damaged. Some of his fingers were lying on the
ground. I just sat on top of him and started praying. God lifted me up.

The people from the Roman Catholic church took me to hospital.

The following week the people from the organisation came and advised me to lay
charges because he was shot and he was innocent. Magquabi asked me what had
happened. I said it is the very same case with the children that he used to
represent in courts from the UDF, they've been looking for him, he was staying
in the bush, he couldn't stay in the house ..... (end of tape 13)

(start of tape 14)..... the others in the bush because we used to give them food
there, they couldn't stay home. How can he ask me that question knowing very
well about these children. Since they took that statement, nothing happened.

MR SANDI: Is Ncamile still alive?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes he is.

MR SANDI: Do you mean he was not even arrested, he was not even brought to
court?

MRS HLOMELA: No I heard nothing because even the people that I used to ask, who
used to go to Grahamstown for the case used to say that the case was still on
but I don't know what happened.

MR SANDI: As a neighbour did Ncamile ever come to apologise?

MRS HLOMELA: No. He never used to greet me and I used to tell him that he must
stop it, he must greet me, we are going to talk.

MR SANDI: Is he working with the police?

MRS HLOMELA: No, he is not, he is a member of the congregation of the Witness of
God.

MR SANDI: What is it that you can request the Commission to say to the
President?

MRS HLOMELA: I would like to say that he was just about to go to the University
of Fort Hare in 1987. He died after he just came from the initiation school. I
don't have a husband now. At least if the Commission can help me to erect a



tombstone for him.

MR SANDI: Did he have a child?

MRS HLOMELA: No he was only 21 years old in 1986, he was not married.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you'd like to tell us?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much. I'll hand you over to Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: June Chrichton?

MRS CHRICHTON: Mr Qatana, you were a member of the UDF and by 1986 you must have
seen many people killed by the police, and you said in your statement that just
before you lost consciousness, you heard somebody saying, leave him, leave him,
and that is because you had gone over to Siphithiphithi to help him, am I right?

MR QATANA: That's correct Mam.

MRS CHRICHTON: In your opinion, is that what used to happen when somebody was
shot and injured that the police would prevent people from trying to help those
who were injured?

MR QATANA: It was not a common thing.

MRS CHRICHTON: But on this occasion?

MR QATANA: Yes it did happen in my case.

MRS CHRICHTON: Thank you.

MR SANDI: I'm going to ask Mrs Hlomela. Mrs Hlomela, you said Ncamile is a
member of the congregation of the Jehovah's Witnesses?

MRS HLOMELA: After he killed he just decided to be member of that congregation?

MR SANDI: You say you normally see him in town?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Even now that he is a member of that congregation, you are still not
on speaking terms?

MRS HLOMELA: Yes he doesn't speak to me.

MR SANDI: How do you see this thing, that being a prominent member of the
congregation of the Jehovah's Witnesses, that still he cannot talk to people
whereas he did this to your son?

MRS HLOMELA: I am also surprised because I just greet him, I don't know why he's
cross with me because what he did is not for me to judge, it's for God.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Mrs Hlomela, the people who have done this mystery, were they
policemen at the time or were they just working for the municipality?

MRS HLOMELA: They were just Special Branch police.

MEMBER OF PANEL: The people who hired them, who employed them, what is it that
they said after hearing about this incident?



MRS HLOMELA: I didn't see them. I didn't even see their operators after this
incident.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you.

COORDINATOR: Before we proceed, I wish records to show that there are two
matters here, although they have been taken as one. One relates to Tembekile
Henry Qatana and it should be treated as a separate case and the one relates to
Siphithiphithi Welcome Qatana and the witness is Namapondo Agnes Hlomela. Thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you very much for this explanation that you have forwarded
to the Commission concerning Tembekile Henry Qatana and Siphithiphithi Welcome
Qatana. On behalf the Commission we sympathise with you. We thank you that in
towns like Middelburg there are people who are heros like you, because these
events, it's obvious that they took place just because you were prepared to be
among those people who were fighting apartheid so that there could be justice
and unity of different nations.

Because you have played that role, you found yourself in this pain. As you
Henry, one of your arms was injured, the part of your hand is buried but you're
still alive. We thank you for bringing this story to the Commission because it
explains that the struggle of liberation had been all over the place, people had
paid a price for liberating this country. We have taken not of your requests, we
are going to forward them to the President. For now we thank you.

-------------------------------
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REVD FINCA: We welcome you Mr Velile Ramncwana. Reverend Xundu is going to help you to take an
oath, after that he will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman. Will you please stand up sir.

VELILE WILLIE RAMNCWANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Sir, which clan do you belong to?

MR RAMNCWANA: I am Nyawhoza.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Nyawhoza, your story here says that in 1965 you were arrested for being a member of
POQO, can you please tell us in your own words what happened, thank you.

MR RAMNCWANA: In 1965 I was in Steynsburg at the time, in October, the 16th of October, we were taken
out of the township. It was during the night, I was taken to prison.

When I got to prison the police were throwing water all over us the whole night and in the morning they took
us to Colesberg and they kept us there.

In Colesberg, it was on Saturday, while we were still there, it was Sunday and we were still there and on
Monday, we were still there. On Tuesday, we were taken to the offices to be questioned.

Dumzela was the first one to be taken there. When he arrived there, he didn't come back to our cell. When I
was called, Velile Ramncwana, come out and they opened the door, this Detective came to take me from the
cell. When I arrived at the office, there were three Detectives there, Xhosa Detectives, and they showed me a
list.

I asked them what is on this list and they said to me Dumzela wrote on that list and I have to do the same
and then I discovered that POQO was not existing according to what they were telling me.

They were beating me and I was on the floor. They were taking face bricks, five face bricks on each side and
they gave me two face bricks and I took them, I stood up and they were too heavy for me and I dropped
them.

They beat me after that, they tortured me. At about half past three in the afternoon, they released me, they
took me back to the cell. When I arrived at the cell, I slept and my ears were bleeding. I slept with one side
and others were also taken out one by one and they transferred me to Norpoort.

When I arrived at Norpoort, it was six of us and they put us in the cell, a black cell. At that cell, they did not
open the door, flies were all over the place, they did not give us any water there.



On Wednesday, one police lorry came and we were transferred to Cradock. We asked them where are you
taking us, they said we are taking you to a place where you've never been.

They took us to Cradock to an old prison. We used to go to the office to be questioned there.

REVD XUNDU: Why were they arresting you?

MR RAMNCWANA: They said we were members of POQO.

REVD XUNDU: Did they say that you were in an organisation which was banned?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, they said that we were belonging to POQO and our intention was to kill Boers.

REVD XUNDU: Were you sentenced?

MR RAMNCWANA: When we arrived at Cradock, we stayed in prison until December and in March they took
us to Port Elizabeth, in Rooi Hell prison.

REVD XUNDU: Were you sentenced at that time?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, we were not sentenced. We went to Rooi Hell and then we were questioned there.
On the 1st of April, they said that we were found guilty. But they said that we were not guilty, but we are guilty
because we were members of POQO. It was then that we were sentenced.

And then after that, we were transferred to Braamvlei in Cape Town, in Worcester and we worked there for
six months. After that six months, we were transferred to Victor Verster in Paarl, where we worked for a long
time.

And when the time came for us to be released, I was taken to Benoni prison, near Paarl. We were a lot and
we stayed there until we were released and we were taken home. And then when the time came, we were
taken home.

REVD XUNDU: For how long were you sentenced?

MR RAMNCWANA: I was sentenced for three years.

REVD XUNDU: And then you were released and you came back home?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, I came back home.

REVD XUNDU: These police who came to you to take you, do you still remember their names?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, I don't their names, but they were from Colesberg. They took me with a blanket at
night to the van.

REVD XUNDU: So there is no one you can recognize?

MR RAMNCWANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: After you came back, did you manage to get employment?

MR RAMNCWANA: I stayed for a long time without getting any employment, but eventually I did get a job. I
was mending shoes.



REVD XUNDU: Thank you. As you are here in front of his Commission, do you have any requests to this
Commission? Do you want us to assist you in some way?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes sir. I would like you to help me with my medical treatment because I can hardly hear
now as my ear drums were damaged.

REVD XUNDU: Is there anything else?

MR RAMNCWANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have children?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, I have many children.

REVD XUNDU: You don't even know others?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, I do know my children. I have nine children, but they are old, they are grown up.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. They are supporting themselves?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Nyawhoza, I would hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you. Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Ramncwana, I follow that there are other people that were
arrested with you, do you still remember their names?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, I do remember them, but others have passed away.

MS MAYA: Can you please give us a few names?

MR RAMNCWANA: The first one is Ngemntu Xatu.

MS MAYA: Where is he now?

MR RAMNCWANA: He is in Steynsburg.

MR MAYA: Do you have his details? Where can we find him? We would like you to give us his details
afterwards. Who is another one?

MR RAMNCWANA: Another one is Linyusile Mzdi, he is also in Steynsburg.

MS MAYA: What about Dumzela, the one you mentioned, who is he?

MR RAMNCWANA: Dumzela is the surname.

MS MAYA: Is he the one who is in Steynsburg?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, he is in Matatiele.

MS MAYA: Is he still alive?

MR RAMNCWANA: I don't know, but I think he is still alive.



MS MAYA: This POQO organisation, what was it, what was the organisation doing as you were arrested?

MR RAMNCWANA: I was not doing anything, I was just a member.

MS MAYA: Were you just a member?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, at that time I was not a member.

MS MAYA: The others who were arrested together with you, were they members of POQO?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, they were not members of POQO.

MS MAYA: Why do you think the police said that you were members of POQO, what was your involvement
with POQO? What was your involvement in the community?

MR RAMNCWANA: I think that the police were just accusing us.

MS MAYA: Were you involved in any political activities at that time?

MR RAMNCWANA: No.

REVD FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ramncwana, I would like to ask your opinion about something. Can you hear me? Can
you hear me? I am sorry to put you to this trouble of putting those earphones on, but I need to ask your
opinion about something. Could you tell me why you think the authorities transferred you to no less than
seven different prisons in the time that you were sentenced? That is the first question.

The second is to ask you were those the three years that you were sentenced for, the times that you were
transferred, or did you do the sentence after that?

MR RAMNCWANA: I was sentenced in Port Elizabeth and then I was transferred to Brandvlei, from there I
was taken to Paarl. From Paarl I was taken to Benoni and I was sentenced at that time.

MS CRICHTON: Let us go back to my first question. What do you think was the reason for them moving you
around so much? Did they move just you or were they moving everybody who were part of this organisation
around like that?

MR RAMNCWANA: Everybody was transferred from one place to another, we were 56 in total and we were
all shifted from one place to another.

MS CRICHTON: Why do you think did they do that?

MR RAMNCWANA: I don't know, but I still want to know why they were doing that to us.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Ramncwana, I would ask you three questions with the intention of
trying to find out that when people who were arrested in the 1960's, how were they treated? There are very
few people who appear in front of this Commission, complaining about what happened to them in the 1960's.

Firstly, at the time you appeared in court, did you have any legal representative?



MR RAMNCWANA: No.

MR SANDI: Do you have anything to say concerning the court case, the procedures of the court case, how
the Magistrate and the Prosecutor handled your case as you were not legally represented?

MR RAMNCWANA: We were sentenced for three years because there was no one representing us. And they
said that because we were called at POQO people, we will be sentenced for three years, but it is clear that
we were not guilty, but as we were allegedly belonging to POQO, we will be sentenced for three years.

MR SANDI: I am not sure, Mr Ramncwana, whether my question is clear to you. I request you to tell us
clearly what was happening in court? Were you satisfied with the procedures of the court?

MR RAMNCWANA: No, we were not satisfied sir, but because the Magistrate said I sentence you for three
years, but you are not guilty, we were not satisfied about that, because we didn't know why we were found
guilty.

MR SANDI: How long did this case last?

MR RAMNCWANA: We came from Cradock with Magistrate Koen to Port Elizabeth.

MR SANDI: On the day when your case was in court, did it take the whole day or two days, or three days? I
am not talking about when you go to court and then the case is being postponed, but I am asking you for how
long did this case take place?

MR RAMNCWANA: It was only one day and then they told us to

come the next day to be sentenced.

MR SANDI: You said that this case took only one day? How many were you?

MR RAMNCWANA: We were 56 in total.

MR SANDI: You were 56 in total?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, we were 56.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Mr Velile, the 56 people you have mentioned, were they from the same place or from different
places?

MR RAMNCWANA: They were all from Steynsburg. They were all coming from Steynsburg.

REVD FINCA: And all these people were accused of being POQO members?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes.

REVD FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I apologize Mr Ramncwana for coming back to you. At the time when
you were in court, was it during the day or at night?

MR RAMNCWANA: It was during the day.



MR SANDI: Were you all given a chance to respond to this case?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, we were responding to this case.

MR SANDI: Do you mean all of you, the 56 of you had a chance to answer for yourselves?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, we did.

MR SANDI: I am sure that you all said that you were innocent?

MR RAMNCWANA: Yes, we said that we were innocent.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Ramncwana.

REVD FINCA: Mr Velile Ramncwana, we thank you. Thank you for reminding us about the 1960's and for
reminding us about the activities of POQO, although you are denying that you were a member of POQO.

I know that our people suffered a lot. As a result now they cannot differentiate or they cannot know where to
deny or to accept responsibility, but all of us, those who know the history of this country, we remember the
activities of POQO in this country - to keep the light when the times were dark in this country.

Many people were arrested at that time as you were telling us your story. Thank you for reminding us about
that time. Many people who are active today, they started being active during the 1990's when things were
getting better.

They started to be involved. We thank you for reminding us that there are people who were active in those
dark days when things were very bad. When there was no hope for life and we salute these people as heroes
of our country, because it is easy to be active when things are better, it is very hard to be active when days
are dark and things are very difficult, when we are only dreaming of liberation.

We thank you for reminding us about that time. There are questions that we will make a follow up about in
your story, together with the 56 people, if they are still alive. For now, we thank you and we promise that we
will follow your story, thank you.

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 12.02.97 NAME: ZEZEYI LIZZIE SEPTEMBER

PAULINE MASELEPE KEKANA

CASE: CRADOCK

DAY 3

__________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: Which one of you is Lizzie September? And the other lady.

MRS KEKANA: I am a witness, I was there when this happened.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your name?

MRS KEKANA: I am Pauline Kekana.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay, we'll ask the Reverend Xundu to help you take the oath, both of you.

ZEZEYI LIZZIE SEPTEMBER: (sworn states)

PAULINA MASELEPE KEKANA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We'll hand over to June Crichton who will ask questions concerning Desmond Baatjies and
after that we will hand over to Mrs Paulina Kekana to testify about herself and about this incident, and we'll
take that at the same time, thank you.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs September can you hear me, good morning to you.

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes I can hear you.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs September you are here today to tell us about your son Desmond and that he was
killed by police. What was the date of his death?

MRS SEPTEMBER: I'm not sure about the date but it was on a Monday. I was on a farm and someone came
to take me from the farm and I arrived at home. The house was full of people and they told me that my child
was dead and he was in the mortuary.

MRS CRICHTON: What was the situation in the township at that time?

MRS SEPTEMBER: The situation was very bad, especially on the day of the incident. I was not there but
people told me that the situation was bad, people were being killed all over.

MRS CRICHTON: I want you to tell us about your son, First of all how old was he?



MRS SEPTEMBER: I don't remember clearly but his ID is here and I would like the lady next to me to remind
me about this issue.

MRS CRICHTON: In your statement in front of me it is telling me that he was 22, does that sound right to
you, 22 years?

MRS SEPTEMBER: It might be so if that paper says so.

MRS CRICHTON: That was Mrs Kekana. And was he a student at the time?

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes he was.

MRS CRICHTON: Was he in a student organisation?

MRS SEPTEMBER: I'm not sure, Mrs Kekana will tell you because I was on the farm, I used to come and
visit him and then go back to the farm.

MRS CRICHTON: When you were told about what happened to him were you also told who did it?

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes I was told, they said it's Fitchi and I went to the police with my husband and I was
told that he was not there, he was in George and I never saw him again.

MRS CRICHTON: There's another name of another policeman buy the name of Ficks Fourie that is
mentioned in this statement, do you remember that name?

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes they told me about him and we went there and they told us that he went to George
and I'm still waiting for him until today. On the day of the incident I was not there, people just told me who
were the police who were shooting these children because they saw these police.

MRS CRICHTON: You were not there, thank you, now you say that Mrs Kekana...(intervention)

MRS SEPTEMBER: My heart was broken and until today I still feel pain because my son was not sick, he
was shot and killed. He might be working for me today, maybe he would have been educated by now.

MRS CRICHTON: Mrs September I would like to know now whether there was a post mortem or any kind of
inquest?

(recording stops on side A of tape 15 and resumes on side B with a short gap in the recording)

MRS SEPTEMBER: ......them and they said they will come back and tell me. They told me there were bullets
inside his body but I'm not sure what kinds of bullets but they did say that they had removed a bullet from his
body.

MRS CRICHTON: And did you receive a death certificate?

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes.

MRS CRICHTON: And were you assisted at all by an attorney?

MRS SEPTEMBER: No not by any attorneys. They just said that this white man would come back and he
never did. I used to go there to ask about him and they told me that he was in George until now.

MRS CRICHTON: Do you have other children that you support?



MRS SEPTEMBER: No he was the only child, there were two and the other one left and he was the one who
was with me.

MRS CRICHTON: Is there anything else you want to say before we pass on to Mrs Kekana?

MRS SEPTEMBER: No there there's nothing else but it's just that I'm in a painful situation, otherwise there's
nothing more. I have not been well at all since this incident, I have terrible headaches, I think that I think too
much, especially at night. (witness very upset)

MRS CRICHTON: When you're ready I would like you to tell us what you would like us to recommend to the
President to do for you, when you're ready.

MRS SEPTEMBER: I do have a request, that I suffered with this child when I was raising him and I would like
to be supported because I suffered a lot, I don't have a husband.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you, is that all you want to say?

MRS SEPTEMBER: Yes that is all.

MRS CRICHTON: We feel for you and I'm sorry that you had to go through opening up that wound but in the
opening of the wounds we are going to, we hope, bring healing to the Nation so that we have the truth, thank
you.

Can we hand over to Mrs Kekana now?

Mrs Kekana can you hear me? Are you wanting to speak English?

MS KEKANA: I can speak English but I'll answer you in Xhosa.

MRS CRICHTON: That's fine, alright. Mrs Kekana, you are a witness to this event and so I'd just like you to
tell us exactly what you saw on that day.

MS KEKANA: On Monday the 15th of July 1985, there was chaos in the township of Graaf Reinet, there were
camouflaged hippos before mid day that day and they were shooting tear gas all over the place so that
people scattered, others running to the houses. I was also inside the house but my shop is situated right at
the turn. Where this boy was shot there's a house of the Geld family which was in front of the house where
the children ran to. There were so many caspars that the children would run in any direction. While I was
looking while still in the shop which I decided to close although there were other people inside, because I was
afraid of those hippos, most of the people were on top of the roof of the Geld family house. Others were in
the hotel in Graaf Reinet, I think they were communicating through their walkie-talkies, because since they
were on Panorama they were telling them what was happening. To follow the events they went to sit on the
roof of Mr Geld's house. Bullets were being fired, some of them into Mr Matsolo's house. These children were
at the back yard next to the toilet. I was watching how these policemen were shooting, and when they had
finished shooting, some of them alighted from the caspar that was in front of the Matsolo house, I could see
that they were pulling two people who I saw by the legs and they threw them into the hippo just like animals.
While I was still looking at that I saw this young boy coming out of the toilet trying to run for cover somewhere
else next to the Presbyterian Church. This child disappeared there behind a building. When I saw them
coming with the two young men that they had thrown into the hippo I went to the scene. When I arrived there
I could see that the asbestos house was damaged and Reverend Madwabile had just arrived at the church
said that there is a child who had just arrived there lying near the mission toilet. He was in pain and asked
Tandi, Mrs Matsola's son to go there but they couldn't lift up this child because he was heavy.

Mr Madlwabile decided to offer his car to help. I told them that this child was going to die because he was



gasping for the last. I took the back seat in the car and I told the reverend to rush to the hospital because it
was clear that the child was dying. On the way to the hospital, as it was chaotic, the roads were barricaded
and we had to take another road through the coloured township. When we arrived At Church Street from
Contsvale, one police casper drove past because it was following us. We went through and went to the
hospital.

When we arrived we went in and I told them that they must bring a stretcher quickly and he had pellets all
over the body, especially on the left hand side. When the nurses were on their way with the stretcher trying to
take him in, Doctor Smith who was the district surgeon at the time was already there. There were three of
these children there because he was now with the other boys who had been pulled by their legs. Dr Smith
looked at the first one and said he was already dead, there's nothing they can do. The other two who were
with him were those boys who were being pulled by the legs at Mrs Matsolo's house. I thought one's eye had
been gouged out, and the other one couldn't talk, he was just looking.

They wanted us to identify these children. I told them that I used to see one of them coming to my shop but I
didn't know his name. One lady came to identify the one who was bleeding, assisted me in signing because
we did not know the parents of the boy who passed away . We later found out that the lady next to me was
the mother to that child but she was on the farm.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Kekana, I think we are just pleased and I think Mrs September is pleased
that he did not die alone, he had you there to comfort him at that time. One of the words that you used in your
statement was that the police had invaded the township. And when we hear stories about how they pulled
people by the legs into the hippos we realise what you mean by the word, invaded, it was as though they
were treating people like animals.

You say you don't know the names of the two others.

MS KEKANA: The other one is from the Jacobs family, he is still alive. The other one is in Cape Town
because after he was discharged from Livingstone, he couldn't breathe properly, he had to be hidden by his
family because he was also going to be prosecuted together with this other one from the Jacobs family who
was sentenced five years. He was also going to get a sentence of five years.

MRS CRICHTON: Another thing you said was that the roads were barricaded, you had to take a different
route to the hospital, what was the reason for that?

MRS KEKANA: It is because the hippos and police caspars were all over the place, so the children would try
to barricade the roads to prevent them passing through.

MRS CRICHTON: And then the last question, did you have to appear as a witness in court?

MS KEKANA: Never.

MRS CRICHTON: Not at all?

MS KEKANA: Never.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Kekana, those are all the questions I have for you, I'll hand you
over to the chairperson now.

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I want to conclude this story with Mrs Kekana. Can you please now tell us
your story, I notice that in 1985 I have a date, 19th July 1985 you were manhandled at the time, you and your
family and you were also arrested, can you tell us this story?



MS KEKANA: In 1985 the very same week because there was chaos we were afraid, we didn't even want to
go to the wholesalers because of the police caspars. What was more painful is that we have a hotel in the
neighbourhood, they just sat there and they could see everything that was taking place in the township.

On the 19th of July, a Friday at about 20 past nine I was preparing myself to go to the funeral of Mr Goniwe
here in Cradock, my shop had two outside glass panels, and even in my house there's a glass division and if
the shop is closed they usually use a curtain. The children were still washing the dishes, and I heard that
people were pelting stones from outside and they went through the outside glass to the inside glass to the
house. While I was still surprised at who was doing this because the stones were just tumbling in...
(intervention)

REV XUNDU: What time was that?

MS KEKANA: It was at twenty past nine. I decided to switch off the lights and to close the other door. When I
tried to take cover, I noticed two police caspasrs in front of my shop. Just in front of this hippo, seemingly
their lights were not that bright, there were two policemen wearing navy blue uniforms and short sleeved
shirts. I was standing there in the dark and they were throwing stones and others were picking up stones and
passing them to these two. On top of the caspars the police had guns. When I went back to my house again,
I had my son there who saw another police caspar in front of my house when he peeped through the other
side, also armed. It was obvious that if we went out they were prepared to shoot. But fortunately we decided
not to go out and the children went to another room. One of my grand children got injured in his knee.

We came to Cradock where I phoned Mr Bouer who was an attorney, he said I mustn't pick up anything pick
up anything that was disturbed there, I should leave them as exhibits, he was going to send somebody to
take pictures.

On a Sunday afternoon a hippo came and the occupants were wearing soccer uniforms and wanted to see
the damage that they had caused to my house. There were other children from Konsville where my child is
living who told him that he must tell his mother that the Reverend and the teachers were all arrested and then
they said that at 12 o'clock they were going to get Mrs Kekana's rubbish from the township.

REV XUNDU: Who gave you this message?

MS KEKANA: My child's schoolmates.

REV XUNDU: What was his aim?

MS KEKANA: After the children had gone I asked who are the people who are arrested. I was told that most
of the teachers and the church ministers were picked up from the coloured areas.

REV XUNDU: Who was Fiksie?

MS KEKANA: Fiksie was a member of the Special Branch.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Where is Fiksie now?

MS KEKANA: He is in Graaf Reinet.

REV XUNDU: Is he still a policeman?

MS KEKANA: I'm not sure but I think he is still working for the government.

REV XUNDU: Your house and your belongings, how much damage was caused to your property?



MS KEKANA: While I was still watching that I fell asleep on Sunday because I was waiting to hear more
about my rubbish that was going to be picked up at 12 midnight. I had a daughter that I told that if ever they
start knocking they must start first by protecting her door. Fiksie came and just said to me, "Mrs Kekana,
state of emergency!" While I was still dressing he started with his politics saying that even Boesak my leader
in Cape Town is arrested. I dressed up and I don't know what made me call my son Buiso. He said, "What's
your name?", and my son replied, "I'm Buiso". He said, "Thank you, thank you, thanks God, I've got this
Buiso!"

Seemingly they've been looking for this Buiso from his school for a long time and he decided to arrest both of
us under the state of emergency. We stayed 14 days in the cell at Graaf Reinet, I was transferred to
Middelburg where I stayed three months and three weeks.

REV XUNDU: And then who was looking after your property?

MS KEKANA: Everything was just open, I hadn't started cleaning up and trying to cover my place. My
daughter tried to help and when I asked what happened to the stock in the shop she replied that the people
were just doing whatever they liked but she had sold some of the things.

REV XUNDU: In all how much damage was caused?

MS KEKANA: The damage was so big that last year when I tried to put my shop inside my house, I spent
over R3 000 and I haven't finished yet, I haven't even put in a ceiling.

REV XUNDU: Let's talk about your arrest, what was happened during your arrest under the state of
emergency, were they harassing you?

MS KEKANA: At Graaf Reinet they used to visit us and take our particulars and they would interrogate us.

REV XUNDU: What about Buiso?

MS KEKANA: Buiso was also arrested with the others at Graaf Reinet but he was never transferred to
Middelburg.

REV XUNDU: After how long were you released?

MS KEKANA: After a week Buiso was released.

REV XUNDU: Can I take you back, can you tell us about yourself, who were you, what was your contribution
or your role in the township?

MS KEKANA: It is because I was involved with the UDF organisation, the community decide to elect me as a
leader of the DPS.

REV XUNDU: What is that?

MS KEKANA: It is about the parents who pay the detainees a visit. I was responsible for going to the police
station to those who were arrested and see to it that they have got clean clothes and food, so I was working
with certain groups in the townships. Among us we has Reverend Chris Nissen.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam. What happened to your attorney?

MS KEKANA: While I was still going to him he made an appointment that I must go to the police station.
When I arrived at the police station I talked to the station commander who was Mr Danny who was later



transferred to Uitenhage at the time. What I asked Mr Danny what he had to say about my shop because that
shop is like my husband, I also educated my child by the profit that I got from the shop. Mr Dennis said to the
other policeman whose office was just across the passage that he was going to send somebody else for
quotation and they came, took me in private car to a place called Federated Timbers. They made those
quotations and they wrote them down and we went back to the police station where the police said they
would come back to me after reading it. I'm still waiting today.

REV XUNDU: Is your attorney still alive?

MS KEKANA: Yes Mr Bouer is still alive but I decided to leave him because I could see that he was not
prepared to take further steps with my case and I wanted my file to consult another attorney.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam, what is your request that you would like to forward to the Commission?

MS KEKANA: In may just before I decided to renovate my place, I've been staying there for eleven years with
my house in that kind of condition, even my shop. I decided to try something. When I go to the police station I
usually ask for my file of 19 July 1985. They told me to come after three days and when I did this, Mr Jackson
who is a station commander told me that the present law now says that each and every year all the files
should be destroyed, so my files are not available, they were destroyed. I asked him if he's expecting me to
believe that but he asked what I expected of him. I asked him if he destroyed my statement and he asked the
person who was taking the statement and I said that the file would give him that information. That was the
end.

REV XUNDU: What is your wish in one word.

MS KEKANA: I'm not sure because I am still paying debt even today, knowing very well that there is nothing
they can do for me but the perpetrators, I'll feel better especially that Fiksie, but I didn't see him breaking my
house but I can implicate him in lots of things, him and Mr Stander because they were saying that as the
Special Branch they were protecting the residents but they were protecting them by killing the people and
destroying their property.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam, I'm going to hand over to the chairperson, maybe he'll have some questions.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson, what I would like to know is, what was the role and the response of
the community councillors in this chaos?

MS KEKANA: They used to label me as a perpetrator who was telling the people not to pay their tariffs and
taxes.

MR SANDI: Are they still continuing that or are there no longer councillors?

MS KEKANA: At the time there was no one after Mr Mpepo and then after the riots he decided to leave Graaf
Reinet and then we stayed for three years without councillors, but after the state of emergency councillors
came again.

MEMBER OF PANEL: Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR SANDI: Mrs Kekana. if I'm listening to you carefully, you mean that up to this day you haven't heard
anything about who destroyed your shop.

MS KEKANA: Even today I don't know, they just told me that after two years they destroy the files.

MR SANDI: You said at the time of this incident you were president of the BDC?



MS KEKANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Surely if it was doing the job of helping the people who have been detained in this condition,
meaning that this organisation was favoured by the people?

MS KEKANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: But this will also mean that because of the role that you played as a resident of Graaf Reinet that
people were in favour of you?

MS KEKANA: Yes they used to say that I am encouraging the children to destroy the peoples' properties and
be involved in violence and they were querying the fact that I was helping the children to get food and
clothes.

MR SANDI: If one can say there were two sides, in this case there were policemen and the residents but if I
say that I don't have a doubt that this organisation was favoured by the people, is that right?

MS KEKANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: According to your knowledge, who actually destroyed your shop?

MS KEKANA: The people that I saw in the darkness inside my shop were two policemen who were big and
huge. Those on top of the hippo I couldn't see. The other thing that happened, in the township they decided
to switch off all the lights, even now there is sometimes only one light that is working, not all of them are
working properly.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Kekana, thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs September and you Mrs Kekana, we thank you for coming to the Commission with the
painful stories of harassment in Graaf Reinet. We thank you that after all that there are still people like you
and by being considerate Mrs Kekana when Mrs September's son was killed you gave us a clear picture. In
those days many people would say this is not my child and would just run for cover, but you have been
considerate and you took care of Mrs September's child.

We have taken note of the request that you have forwarded to the Commission of which we are still going to
take a closer look at them and take them to our authorities during the report back. We are gong to perhaps
investigate some of the things. If so you will be visited by the investigators of the Commission to get more
details so that if we take a decision we'd be having sufficient information. I thank you, I'm happy to hear you
mentioning Chris Nissen who was our church minister in Graaf Reinet, he was also my best friend. I'm happy
to see that while he was in detention you used to visit him. Thank you so much.

-------------------------------
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REVD FINCA: We are going to call to the podium Nozithandiso Olga Sizila. Mrs
Olga Sizila, we welcome you here today. We thank you for having come before the
Commission this morning. We will hand over to the Reverend Xundu to swear you
in, after that Ntsiki Sandi will lead you in evidence on behalf of the
Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

NOZITHANDISO OLGA SIZILA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Good morning Mrs Sizila. Your story relates to the life that you led
as the Sizila family. You, your husband and your children.

As I look at the statement, it starts from 1963 when Mr Mzwandile Sizila, your
husband, was imprisoned for having been a member of the political organisation,
the ANC. Could you relate to us how you were ill-treated and tortured?

MRS SIZILA: I stay here in Cradock, so did my husband in 1963. In 1963 he was
imprisoned and was taken to Robben Island.

He was sentenced to three years imprisonment. I made a request that I may go and
see him in 1964 at Robben Island. When I got there in 1964, he looked very bad.
He was in jail. The shirt that he was wearing was full of blood, his mouth was
swollen, his lips. When I asked what had happened, he said that he had been
beaten up.

He said he had been beaten the day before yesterday.
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The police were saying that he was cheeky. I asked if they were still being
beaten, even there at Robben Island and he said yes.

I requested from him the information that I needed especially concerning our
children. He told me what to do. I then came back to Cradock. In 1966 he got out
of jail.

Two months after he got out of jail, a Detective came to our house asking for
him. I told the Detective that he was at home, that he was not well, that he was
laying on the bed.

He then said, what do you mean he is not well? This Detective said why doesn't
he go to the ANC to heal him. I said he can walk in if he wanted to.

He said to my husband that on the 3rd of April 1967, we were supposed to leave,
my entire family.



MR SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Sizila. Was there a banishment order that you had been
given by the Government that you should leave Cradock for Queenstown?

MRS SIZILA: No, there was nothing, we were just told by the police. We then
prepared. A taxi did not come to fetch us to take us to the station, because we
were going to leave.

We had to spend the night at Cradock on the night of the 3rd of April 1967. We
could not really sleep because we were at my mother's place. The police said to
my husband that if we could not find transport to leave, they would take him
back to jail.

We then organised a truck to come and fetch us. We were then taken by the truck
to the station. We stayed at the station for two days.

MR SANDI: As the police were chasing you away from Cradock,
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did they see to your furniture or at least did they see to it that you had
transport to move your furniture from Cradock to Queenstown?

MRS SIZILA: No, it was my mother who looked after everything.

MR SANDI: You then went to live in Queenstown?

MRS SIZILA: We wished to stay at eLinge. I was pregnant at the time. I then gave
birth to this child, my husband was home. We were under house arrest. We were
only allowed to go out and go to the loo and come back.

If we had to go to town, Detective Jakq would come and find out when we needed
to go to town. We would have to report sometimes to the charge office as well.
That child that I gave birth to, only lived for three months.

My husband was ill at the time. When we reported to Mr Jakq that my child had
passed away, they said that Mr Jakq should take my baby to the graveyard. We did
not have a coffin for the child, we were also very hungry, we had no food.

They actually said that my husband should take my child to the graveyard. I
asked how my husband would be able to do that as he was ill of health? They said
that he must go the ANC, the ANC must do it for him.

We then put the baby, the baby's corpse in a cardboard, we took the baby to the
graveyard. We dug a hole and we put the box inside. Our neighbours could not do
anything to help us. We had no food. It is my mother who travelled from Cradock
to Queenstown and gave us food.

When Sonwabo was released from jail, he went to talk to Ndileka's father. I
don't know what he said to him. The police then came asking for Sonwabo. Now and
again we
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would be taken to Queenstown - my husband - to a certain farm.



When he came back from the farm, he looked terrible and I asked what had
happened. He said that there were a whole lot of police at the farm and that he
had been beaten up. They put cream on his body and he was asked to such from his
genitals.

I then asked them if we could see a Doctor, they said no Doctor would come to
Aron. The Detective said that there is nothing that he can do about my husband's
health. There was a nurse in eLinge that would give me painkillers for my
husband.

His health deteriorated. In 1987, April, I was coming from church. I saw a car
parked in front of our house. The children were excited saying it is Sonwabo. I
then asked why is Sonwabo here, because then the Boers are going to be after us
again.

I then told Sonwabo that we were dying of hunger, there is no food. He then said
you have got to continue this way, things are difficult.

Sonwabo left for a few days. Detectives came yet again asking for Sonwabo. A
child from Cradock came saying that he had lost a car. I then asked if I had
anything to do with cars, then this boy said that, called me by name, saying
that he was just asking about the car. This boy then left.

I then said to my children that you know, actually that was a Detective, I just
don't know who sent him. There were a whole lot of MK children that Sonwabo had
brought. I then asked Mxolisi to go and find out what is happening.

He saw a whole lot of policemen sitting by the Post
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Office at eLinge.

MR SANDI: Were you detained by then?

MRS SIZILA: No, that is before I was arrested. What they would do is that they
would detain me for two weeks or so and then bring me back home again.

MR SANDI: Who is Sonwabo?

MRS SIZILA: Sonwabo is my youngest brother.

MR SANDI: Was he also a member of Umkhonto We Sizwe?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he was.

MR SANDI: Did he come home with other Unkhonto We Sizwe members?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he did.

MR SANDI: Did you not get into trouble?

MRS SIZILA: That is what I was about to tell you. We were then detained, my
husband, myself, the children.

MR SANDI: Was your husband still ill at the time?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he was ill.



MR SANDI; And then your husband, your children and yourself were imprisoned?

MRS SIZILA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who are those children?

MRS SIZILA: Ndileka, Nobukhosi, Nomhi, Pumeza, Neliswa, Bhungani and
Ntombihlubi.

MR SANDI: So it is your entire family that was detained?

MRS SIZILA: Yes.

MR SANDI: How old were the children, do you remember?

MRS SIZILA: They were very young at the time.

MR SANDI: And the eldest, how old was she?

MRS SIZILA: She was 24 years of age.

MR SANDI: And the youngest?

MRS SIZILA: He was six years of age.
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MR SANDI: And the second youngest?

MRS SIZILA: Bhungani was five years old. Pumeza, Bhungani, Neliswa and
Ntombihlubi, those were the younger children.

MR SANDI: So you were imprisoned - where?

MRS SIZILA: I was detained here in Queenstown with my children. The children
were taken to Essex. They were told to identify Sonwabo and Constance Ngesi.

MR SANDI: Did you know Constance Ngesi?

MRS SIZILA: Well, we didn't know her well, but she came with Sonwabo to our
house. She was an MK soldier.

MR SANDI: After you were detained, what happened? You were beaten up, could you
tell us about that? Who beat you up?

MRS SIZILA: I was put in a room, there were a whole lot of policemen there. They
beat me up saying that I should tell them about Sonwabo, his whereabouts. I was
beaten on my head and I fell down. Also on my lower right, I then bled through
he nose and the ears.

Doctor Copperwords who was a District Surgeon diagnosed me as being well. I was
then taken to a cell. That night I was transferred to another prison. The
following week we were both taken to Queenstown.

I asked my husband how he was and I was told that I could not even ask my
husband how he was.

MR SANDI: Were you already beaten up when you were taken to Doctor Copperwords?



MRS SIZILA: Yes, I was already beaten.

MR SANDI: Did you tell him that you were beaten?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he could see that I was bleeding. There was a lady there, a
police woman that gave me cloths to wipe the blood off. Dr Copperwords said that
I must be taken
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back to the cell, there is nothing wrong with me he said.

MR SANDI: Please continue Mrs Sizila.

MRS SIZILA: My husband and I were then given our clothing but when I really
looked at the clothing, I realised that it wasn't our clothing.

They threatened that they would take us away from our children, I told them that
I could not accept the clothing. Then the Detective took me to the house to get
my clothing. The children were there.

I wrote a note and left R50-00 for the children. We took the clothing, then we
were driven back to Queenstown. We were handcuffed together. He could not walk,
I had to lift him up.

We were then put into a van where a man actually sat on him. I asked this man
not to sit on my husband, because my husband was ill. He sat on my husband. So I
pulled my husband to sit on top of me. When we got to Grahamstown they stopped
for a moment.

My husband then said to me that we were going to be beaten up. I said to him, it
would be better if they beat me up, because he was ill. When we got to Port
Elizabeth the van stopped in front of the Rooi Hell.

I tried to lift my husband up. As we were handcuffed together, the police said
that we are getting married. A Black policeman then just dragged my husband. I
said to him that he must not drag him, I'll lift him up, but he insisted on
dragging him into the cell.

MR SANDI: Were you in Grahamstown?

MRS SIZILA: No, we were in Port Elizabeth. We were at the Rooi Hell.

MR SANDI: Which policemen were there?
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MRS SIZILA: Myburgh was there.

MR SANDI: Is this the man that kicked you the one time you were detained?

MRS SIZILA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Please continue Mrs Sizila.



MRS SIZILA: My husband and I were then separated. He was taken to Rooi Hell and
I was taken to Le Grange. They would call us in now and again asking us about
Sonwabo and other issues.

They said that my children said I know where Sonwabo is. They had put something
on my ears and on my children. The one morning I was taken from my cell by four
policemen. There was an Indian attorney. On the way to Grand Bushes, there is a
dam. They put something on my face, that just allowed me to breathe.

I was beaten up yet again. I could not sleep that night, they took me to
Livingstone Hospital. I was at the hospital for a week.

MR SANDI: How were you beaten up, what were they using?

MRS SIZILA: They used a sjambok.

MR SANDI: How long did they beat you up for?

MRS SIZILA: It was not too long a time, because as they were beating me up, a
car came.

MR SANDI; So you stayed a few days in the hospital?

MRS SIZILA: It was a week.

MR SANDI: What did the Doctor say about your condition?

MRS SIZILA: The Doctor realised that my bladder was infected and I could not
urinate. It was a fat policeman from Port Elizabeth that was told.

MR SANDI: Did the Doctor give the results to you?

MRS SIZILA: No.
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MR SANDI: Which Doctor was this?

MRS SIZILA: I don't know.

MR SANDI: You then left the hospital after a week, what happened after that?

MRS SIZILA: I was taken back to jail.

MR SANDI: In Port Elizabeth?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: What happened in jail?

MRS SIZILA: I asked if I could go see my husband. I was allowed to. They said
that maybe if I do see him, maybe he will give a statement, he is not talking. I
went. When I got there, he asked what I was doing there, I said no, I just
wanted to find out how you are.

The Boers then said I must talk to him. They were swearing, they were being
derogatory. They said he might as well there, because he is not saying anything.

MR SANDI: Were you taken to court by the police?



MRS SIZILA: No, after a month and three weeks we were released. The police then
said Olga and Aron, there is nothing we can say to you because Sonwabo is dead,
he shot himself.

MR SANDI: Was Sonwabo really dead?

MRS SIZILA: Well I don't know, because we couldn't even go to the funeral as we
were in jail.

MR SANDI: So what happened to Sonwabo?

MRS SIZILA: Where?

MR SANDI: You said that Sonwabo had been shot.

MRS SIZILA: I don't know sir. Even though Sonwabo would come to the house and
leave, I would not know his whereabouts. It is the day that we were released
that I found out that Sonwabo had died.

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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MR SANDI: So your husband died in 1989?

MRS SIZILA: Yes sir, he would urinate blood.

MR SANDI: Where did he die?

MRS SIZILA: At the hospital in Queenstown.

MR SANDI: You said that he died from all the injuries that he sustained?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, sir.

MR SANDI: Is that all that you have to say?

MRS SIZILA: Yes.

MR SANDI: What is your request to the Commission?

MRS SIZILA: I need a tombstone for my husband. I have nothing also to support my
children.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Sizila. I will hand you over to Mr Chairperson.

REVD FINCA: Mrs Sizila, amongst the police - do you have their identities?

MRS SIZILA: I don't know them, I don't know their names.

REVD FINCA: But you knew Jakq?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, I knew Jakq.

REVD FINCA: Is he still alive?

MRS SIZILA: I don't know, that is the last time I saw him.

REVD FINCA: Because we need to investigate him. And Myburgh, is he still alive?



MRS SIZILA: Yes, he is.

REVD FINCA: Where is he?

MRS SIZILA: He is here in Queenstown.

REVD FINCA: And the Doctor, is he still alive?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he is, he still practices in Queenstown.

REVD FINCA: Thank you.

MS MAYA: Good afternoon Mrs Sizila. What happened to CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN
CAPE
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Sonwabo?

MRS SIZILA: Sonwabo was buried.

MS MAYA: Who killed him?

MRS SIZILA: I don't know whether he was shot or not?

MS MAYA: I thought you said Sonwabo was your brother?

MRS SIZILA: Yes, he is my brother, but we never got details of his death. I was
not even allowed to go to the grave, I was only allowed after six months.

MS MAYA: When were you able to come back to Cradock?

MRS SIZILA: We came back in 1995.

MS MAYA: Why did you come back?

MRS SIZILA: I realised that it was difficult to live in Queenstown, because I
was on my own. I had to come back to my mother.

MS MAYA: Did you have a home?

MRS SIZILA: My husband had bought a house, that is where we lived.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

REVD FINCA: Thank you Mrs Sizila, you have given us a picture, very clear
picture about the ill-treatment, the violation of Human Rights in the struggle
for liberation in this country especially women.

Perhaps some people who are listening to you probably think it is a fairy tale
that you are telling. But those who know the gravity of the struggle for
liberation in this country, are aware that women suffered a lot in this country
in the fight for liberation.

You have requested to the Commission, our duty as the Commission is to look
carefully at the requests and then pass them over to the President. It is the
President and the Cabinet that will decide how things should happen.

CRADOCK HEARING TRC/EASTERN CAPE
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There is a Presidents' Fund that is supposed to see to the needs that you have.
It is up to the President then as to how your needs are met.

I truly hope that the President will consider your requests carefully. Thank
you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: THEOPHILUS NDLOVU BONGOZA

DAY: 2

----------------------------------------------------------

THEOPHILUS NDLOVU BONGOZA: (sworn states)

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mr Bongoza?

MR BONGOZA: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Now you are here today to talk about yourself. You were arrested by
the police. What was the charge for that arrest?

MR BONGOZA: I was arrested because I was a member of Congo.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement it says that there was a person by the name of
Dyasi and his house that was burnt. Was there any connection to your arrest?

MR BONGOZA: Yes, that name was mentioned.

MS CRICHTON: When you were arrested for the second time, you were taken to
Umzimkhulu and there you had interrogation for five months. During that time
what was your experience?

MR BONGOZA: When I was first arrested they brought me to Lusikisiki and I was
arrested alone. And then they transferred me Umzimkhulu for five months. I was
not ill-treated in Umzimkhulu because when I arrived there I was praying, I was
singing church songs. And the police, because I was behaving well they did not
ill-treat me, but the food was bad. We used to eat beans which were not healthy.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you for that testimony. In your requests to the Commission
you make a statement about

Nquzo mountain and your concern for that mountain. Will you explain what your
concern is please?

MR BONGOZA: About the Nquzo mountain, the people who died there and who were
buried there and the way they died. When I look at that mountain I can see that
it is not well looked after. I would like the Commission to build a police
station there so that mountain can be looked after. If the Commission would help
to build a police station in that place I would be glad.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Bongoza there have been people who have asked for a memorial to
be put there. Would you agree with that?

MR BONGOZA: Yes I would agree with that, but that will not help much. That is
why I am asking for the Commission to build a police station there, so that the
police would look after that place. If there will be a monument there, it will
not have good meaning.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Bongoza, one last question, I want to take you back a little bit
to Kokstad when you were on trial. You were represented by Mr Swart. Where is he
now?



MR BONGOZA: I do not know where Mr Swart is because since I was released I never
contacted him, because when I was released I told myself that I will not agree
with the Government and I was scared of the Government.

MR BONGOZA: Thank you Mr Bongoza. Is there anything else you wish to say to the
Commission?

MR BONGOZA: Yes I have another request to the Commission that I sold most of my
cattle to pay for Mr Swart. I would like the Commission to build a church in my
area because it was only God who helped me to be released. I would like the
Commission to build a church. That is my request.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Bongoza.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MATSHINGELANA CAMBANA

DAY: 2

----------------------------------------------------------

MATSHINGELANA CAMBANA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mrs Cambana who are you going to talk about?

MS CAMBANA: Gavu Zadunge.

MR SANDI: He was executed with the others?

MS CAMBANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: How were you related?

MS CAMBANA: He was my husband.

MR SANDI: The incidents prior to his execution, do you remember?

MS CAMBANA: They burned down our house and our livestock. I could not sleep at
home. The boers and the Chief were after me. My house was burnt down. My
plantations were also destroyed.

I had to go back home. They were after me.

He had to give himself in, because they were destroying everything that we had.
Even the Chief sent a message that I should go back to my own home as he gave
himself in.

MR SANDI: Was he a member of Congo?

MS CAMBANA: Yes. Yes they would use him to send messages amongst the Congo
members.

MR SANDI: In the court of law during the case, did you see him?

MS CAMBANA: No I did not see him. He was in Flagstaff for a while, then Kokstad.
That is where they were detained.

After a while a policeman came who came to fetch men. He was in Pretoria then.
These men came back, six men.

MR SANDI: When he was in Pretoria did he write a letter home saying what is
happening?

MS CAMBANA: He would write a lot of letters. I even sent him some money. He did
not use all of it. He sent some of it back, saying that he was now going to die.

The last letter he wrote he said that we must pray and trust in God. We should
trust in nobody else but the Lord. He said that the Government would help my
children and myself.

MR SANDI: How old were your children?



MS CAMBANA: I was breast feeding this child. Now she is married with her own ten
children.

When people were being shot in Nqozo I was nine months pregnant. He was arrested
that time I was breast feeding. As I would run away from my own home and sleep
outside it would be with an infant.

Sometimes it would rain and there were people who were kind enough to take me
into their own home with this infant.

MR SANDI: Do you have request that you would like to add to the statement?

MS CAMBANA: As I said before I would like my husband to be buried in Ngquza.
Also if my grandchildren could be educated. My son-in-law is unemployed. She
feeds all these children and supports them.

MR SANDI: According to the statement one of your other requests is that job
opportunities are a major need in this area.

MS CAMBANA: It is a major need in this area because so

many people are unemployed. Our children are unemployed.

 

MR SANDI: Is that all madam?

MS CAMBANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I realise that there is something common amongst these four people.
That as they were going to be attacked they would have be commanded to go back
to their own homes. They were all attacked in a similar way. Their crops would
be burnt.

I would like to know. Was there an organisation that would attack you, your
homes and burn your crops?

MS CAMBANA: We were attacked from the Chief's side because he did not want Congo
in his district. The man whose name I will not divulge would tell us that he had
weapons, guns and that he was going to kill each and every Congo member. This
man helped me by telling me what was going to happen.

CHAIRPERSON: What were your husbands accused of?

MS CAMBANA: They were accused of killing the Chief. They denied having attacked
the Chief.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: The question I am going to ask, all witnesses can answer them, one
by one.

Would the police say anything about the intentions concerning Congo?

MRS MAGALWANE: We did not go to jail, because the Chief and the police were very
deceptive. You would never go and visit a member of your family, because the
police, the boers they would beat us up. They worked together with

the Chief of the district.

CHAIRPERSON: When the police were beating you up, would they say anything?



MRS MAGALWANE: They would ask what Congo is all about,

 

Congo that wanted to go beyond the Government. And what is a black person after
all?

CHAIRPERSON: Do other witnesses want to add something?

MS MAGALWANE: I would add something as I go to Bizana a lot. They would sjambok,
especially a policeman called Du Toit. And you would ask to see a member of your
family. Then he would say that the men that are against the Government are not
allowed to have visitors. He would come out with this sjambok, this Du Toit and
he would threaten us.

We never saw our husbands. I saw him in Kokstad in the court of law. I was told
to go home. My husband was sentenced.

In Pretoria they said that we should not even bother, because there is nothing
that we could do. A few men went. One of them gave in a statement. He saw them
just before they were executed. They tried, they begged the police so that they
should not be executed, especially at the same time.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you madam.

MS MAGULWANA: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I would request Rev Xundu to thank the people.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

A man from back home who was thanking the struggles of our people for
liberation, he said the white man endeavoured to destroy the black man, but the
black man rose up, fought in the struggle until he won, until such

time that the white man was a laughing stock.

We salute your husbands and the men that fought in the struggle. I want to say
that you yourselves are heroes. You stand here and say to us in all earnestness
and truth that your people fought for liberation.

We thank you and your families for having come before us so that South Africa
knows that the people who struggled for liberation are not only people that come
from abroad, but women and men who were in the struggle fought day and night for
this liberation.

We thank you that even your requests that you have put before us and that we are
going to put before the President, are requests that are not only going to
benefit you personally, but also South Africa. You could have easily have gone
to some form of exile, sold your bodies or anything, but you stayed at home and
you stood strong.

The Commission thank you on behalf of the people of South Africa.

COMMISSIONS ADJOURNS

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MVELWA CHUSHELWA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

-------------------------------------------------------

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anybody from yesterday who has not testified yet? What is
your name?

MR NUBA: Jongindlu Theophilus Nuba.

CHAIRPERSON: Your name is here Sir, from yesterday's list. Please come onto the
stage. Is there somebody else from yesterday? We will have to wait for a
statement.

MPHELANQU CHUSHELWA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mphelanqu Cheba you have heard yesterday's evidence. Is there
something that you would like to add?

MR CHUSHELWA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I would like to add, but before I add to
the evidence, yesterday's evidence was the truth indeed but in Pondoland the
root of the whole problem....

From 1959 Pondo people became violent because of what I am going to say.

The first court was in Nonqulana. This is where the Pondo people met for the
first time to arise against the Government of the day. This place was called
Nonqulana. It is the name of the mountain. This is why people said the Pondo
people are gathering at Nonqulana.

The second mountain was Ndlovu, the third Ngquza. The root of this problem
started at Nonqulana. My

wish is that that mountain, Nonqulana should be commemorated one way or another.
There should be some form of a tombstone perhaps because everything started at
Nonqulana.

Look, the white man has Vasco da Gama, Jan van Riebeeck. The black man was not
educated and enlightened about their history. This is why I say this mountain,
there must be a monument there. This is what I would like to add.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for enlightening us. This is what

we want. As you have listened to the evidence, if

there is something that is not clarified you have clarified it for us. Thank you
Sir for such wisdom.

I thought that Ngquza was also referred to as Nonqulana. Now you have clarified
things for us.

Thank you.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: GLADYS NONZWAKAZI DANGA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

GLADYS NONZWAKAZI DANGA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Mrs Danga you are here to tell us about your father, Goliath Danga.
Is that so?

MS DANGA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was he a member of the ANC?

MS DANGA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was he a treasurer of this organisation?

MS DANGA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How long was he detained?

MS DANGA: About seven years.

ADV SANDI: Where was he detained.

MS DANGA: He was taken from one place to another.

ADV SANDI: What did he say happened to him all that time?

MS DANGA: He told us that he had been beaten up and his ears and eyes were also
affected.

ADV SANDI: How were they beaten up?

MS DANGA: They were kicked and they were slapped in their faces.

ADV SANDI: Who was beating them?

MS DANGA: The boers were beating them.

ADV SANDI: How was he when he came back?

MS DANGA: His feet were swollen and he had asthma until he died.

ADV SANDI: When did he die?

MS DANGA: I do not remember clearly the year.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember when he passed away, because

in your statement you did not mention this. Was it after a few months or a few
years?

MS DANGA: I think it was in 1989. I do not remember clearly.



ADV SANDI: And you mentioned that you want a tombstone on behalf of the people
who were killed.

MS DANGA: Yes, I would like tombstones for both of my parents, my mother and my
father.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us about your mother?

MS DANGA: My mother passed away, but my father was released and my mother was
already dead.

ADV SANDI: When you spoke about Mabel Danga you mentioned that she was sick. Can
you please explain?

MS DANGA: My mother died because she was affected by this arrest.

ADV SANDI: You said your mother died while your father was still in detention.

MS DANGA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you want to say madam?

MS DANGA: Yes that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MANZALA DINGUMHLABA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

MANZALA DINGUMHLABA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mrs Manzala. What is your clan name?

MS DINGUMHLABA: Manzala Dingumhlaba.

REV XUNDU: You have come here because your father was ill-treated.

MS DINGUMHLABA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Will you tell us briefly. Was this under the Nonqulana incident?

MS DINGUMHLABA: Yes the boers came in the middle of the night, five men. They
detained him.

REV XUNDU: How long was he in detention?

MS DINGUMHLABA: One year and nine months.

REV XUNDU: And how was he health wise after that?

MS DINGUMHLABA: He could not walk. He said that it hurt around his waist. He was
in that state until he died.

REV XUNDU: His health never improved to his original state?

MS DINGUMHLABA: No, he could not even plough the fields as he used to do.

REV XUNDU: What is your request to the Commission?

MS DINGUMHLABA: Because I do not have a home, if the Commission could give me a
home please.

REV XUNDU: These are the things that you have written in your statement. Do you
have anything to add?

MS DINGUMHLABA: No I do not have another request.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: I just want to ask you a question. Were there any endeavours to report
the Government, because your people came back from detention in ill-health. I do
not know whether you understand me well?

MS DINGUMHLABA: I do not understand.

CHAIRMAN: Members of your family were detained by the police. On their release
they were ill in many ways until such time that they died.

Did you try in any way to report the Government, the structures?



MS DINGUMHLABA: No, we never tried to report the Government.

CHAIRMAN: What was the reason?

MS DINGUMHLABA: We were scared of being detained too.

We did not report the Government to any one, because there was no way. We were
petrified. Even when we would see them walking, we thought that they were out to
kill us. Even when we had gone to town and we see the Government... In report
they would tell us to leave.

It is only now in this room that we are able to report the Government.

Thank you Sir.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Manzala can you hear me? .... I want this one.

CHAIRMAN: Manzala is a woman.

MS CRICHTON: Is it a woman?

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: I am sorry I am wanting Mrs Manzala.

I want to ask you a question, because in your statement you said something that
has interested me deeply and I want

not only the Commission to hear this, I want the people that are listening to
this across South Africa to hear it as well, because there is a need for them to
hear it.

May I quote from what you said in your statement about the perpetrators? In your
statement you said:

"I wish that the perpetrators would ask for forgiveness and compensate
me for the loss of my father and the humiliation that they caused."

Do you remember saying that?

MS DINGUMHLABA: Yes I remember.

MS CRICHTON: Is that still your wish?

MS DINGUMHLABA: Yes, I want them to ask for forgiveness, because we are left as
orphans.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

--------------------------

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NQEKE FANI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

MS FANI: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Mrs Fani your full names please.

MS FANI: Nqeke Fani.

ADV SANDI: You are going to tell us what happened to you at the time of this
incident. Can you please tell us what happened to you Mrs Fani?

MS FANI: My arm was broken and my back was also affected.

ADV SANDI: Were these people looking for your husband who is sitting next to you
now?

MS FANI: Yes. His name is Mlandelwa Fani.

ADV SANDI: The police were looking for him because he was a member of Congo?

MS FANI: Yes they were looking for him because he was a member of Congo.

ADV SANDI: Let us talk about you Mrs Fani. You said that when the police
arrested you they beat you up.

MS FANI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us fully how the police would beat you up?

MS FANI: Yes I can tell you. They would beat me with rifles and kick me and my
back was affected because of that. And they would beat me with the back of a
rifle on my shoulders.

ADV SANDI: At the time that they were beating you, were they looking for your
husband?

MS FANI: Yes but he was not there at the time. He ran away.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request other than the ones that you have mentioned in
your statement to this Commission?

MS FANI: No.

ADV SANDI: Is that all that you want to say Mrs Fani.

MS FANI: Can you please repeat.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mrs Fani.

MS FANI: Yes that is all. My back was affected.

ADV SANDI: We will now go to Mr Fani?



Mr Fani, Mrs Fani has already told us that you were arrested at home and you
were beaten up. The police were looking for you. Did they eventually find you Mr
Fani?

MR FANI: I cannot hear you clearly Sir.

ADV SANDI: Did the police find your Mr Fani, as they were looking for you at the
time?

MR FANI: Yes they found me.

ADV SANDI: What happened to you when you were arrested by the police?

MR FANI: They were beating me up. They slapped me in my face and I cannot see. I
am blind now and my ears cannot hear properly. And when I was arrested they
killed my livestock, my cattle and sheep and my horses. I do not know who killed
them but they were killed during this incident.

ADV SANDI: At the time of this incident, was it after the Nonqulana incident,
when people were killed?

MR FANI: Are you speaking about Nonqulana?

ADV SANDI: Yes.

MR FANI: Yes, it was after the Nonqulana incident, after the people were shot
there.

ADV SANDI: When the police were beating you up, were you

affected or were you injured in your body?

MR FANI: Yes, I was injured. I went to hospital.

ADV SANDI: How were you injured?

MR FANI: I was stabbed in my chest.

ADV SANDI: Were you stabbed in detention?

MR FANI: At home, when they were arresting me at home.

I was trying to run away into the bushes.

ADV SANDI: The requests that are written in your documents, do you have other
requests that you would like to add? These requests will be taken to the
President when we give him our report. Do you have other requests?

MR FANI: I have them.

ADV SANDI: Will you tell us about them please?

MR FANI: I was terribly injured. They burnt down everything that I had
endeavoured to build, even when I was injured.

ADV SANDI: Is there a request Sir that you would like to give to the Commission.

MR FANI: When I had my livestock I was well, I lived well. If there is any way
in which you could help, would you please do that.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Fani.



MR FANI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

ADV SANDI: Rev Xundu would you please give the microphone to Mrs Fani?

ADV SANDI: You see that in your husband's statement his house and his livestock
were burnt down. Who burnt down your house and your livestock?

MRS FANI: I do not know. It was at night. The house was burnt down at night. My
livestock would die now and again, apparently poisoned, or stolen.

ADV SANDI: Did anyone in the village have an idea of what happened.

MRS FANI: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

MRS FANI: Thank you.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NONI MABHALA GCABA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NONI MABHALA GCABA: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Good afternoon Mrs Gcaba.

MS GCABA: Good afternoon.

MS MAYA: You are going to talk about James Notununu who has passed away. Is that
so?

MS GCABA: Yes.

MS MAYA: How are you related?

MS GCABA: He is my father.

MS MAYA: You say that he was detained and tortured. Do you have any idea how he
was tortured?

MS GCABA: Yes, he came back and told us that they beat him up on his genitals.
They were tortured in all sorts of ways.

MS MAYA: Where was he detained?

MS GCABA: Where Mandela was detained.

MS MAYA: Was this in Robben Island?

MS GCABA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Until when was he detained?

MS GCABA: It was from 1960 to 1961. He was very ill. He was taken to Clarewood
and King Edward Hospitals in Durban. He came back eventually and he passed away
at home.

MS MAYA: What was he ill of?

MS GCABA: He said that he had been given poison to drink. It affected his lungs.
His one lung collapsed. The other lung collapsed too and that was when he passed
away.

He came back in 1961. Then I think he passed away in 1963.

MS MAYA: According to your statement he and other detainees were given poison to
drink and they all passed away.

MS GCABA: Yes, a man from the Mangatywa family, Skunana, they all drank poison
and eventually passed away.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else that you would like to add?



MS GCABA: Well, my mother died. She had a heart failure and a stroke and passed
away. Because of the whole situation we were left as orphans.

MS MAYA: When did your mother die?

MS GCABA: In 1985.

MS MAYA: Do you have requests.

MS GCABA: My parents were buried in separate places Their request before they
passed away is that they be buried in the same place. It means that my father
would be exhumed and come and be buried next to my mother.

MS MAYA: Where is you father buried?

MS GCABA: In Jusana and my mother at my brother's place in Mcobothini.

MS MAYA: Thank you madam. Is that all?

MS GCABA: Yes thank you.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MAVIS GAZULA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

MAVIS GAZULA: (sworn states)

MS GAZULA: Mr Chairperson I just want to thank Mr Jinineka .... Mr Jinineka has
already expressed that we do not want to be redundant, but Nonqulana where our
forefathers died, the heroes of our land, there must be a monument there so
that....

A lot has been said. Our requests are before you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We have taken note that you want Nonqulana to be
commemorated somehow.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24.03.97 NAME: CLEMENT KHEHLANA GXABU

SIMON SILANGWE

ADOLPHUS CELE

CASE: -

DAY 1: LUSIKIKSIKI

__________________________________________________________

REVEREND DABULA OPENS THE MEETING IN PRAYER

REV FINCA: We thank the Bishop of the Methodist Church, Bishop Dabula for his message that touched us.
It is a good way to start the day. We have been eagerly been waiting for this day for quite a while. It is a
special day for the Commission.

It will the first time when today we'll be looking at the battle that was here in Pondoland in 1960.

A lot of issues that were brought before the Commission clarified also battles that were fought by our people
from the 1970's to the 1980's. We are going to touch on areas where people arose and fought for their rights
from 1960. This is a battle that was fought here in Pondoland by the Boers fighting people who were not
armed. This is a story of gravity on our people.

We would like to thank all the people who made statements about this incident of horror. Most of them will
not come before the Commission but we have a lot of statements. We have 200 statements about this
calamity, the battle for freedom by the Mpondo people.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson, this morning of this day in Lusikisiki, Pondoland, this is our
programme for the day. In our list today we have 38 people. We have divided these people into particular
groups.

First we have Mr Gxabu, Leonard Mdingi, Adolphus Cele. They will give us a historical background as to
what happened. After that we have 16 people, they were tortured by the government of the day before the
Ngquza incident. They are from Bizana. This started in March 1960 before the ...(indistinct) incident in
Ngquza. I will read their names, I will read first the name of the person who is going to talk, and then the
victim's name, if the victim will not be speaking.

As I said, they were tortured and ill-treated in Bizana in March 1960. I will request that as I read each
person's name, that the person gets up so that we see that the person is here.

Mr Clement Khehlana Gxabu, Leonard Mdingi, Adolphus Cele,from Bizana Ethel Thandiwe Bambaliphi who
will be talking about Gunqu Bambaliphi, Mvelwa Chushelwa who will be talking about Buyile Mguleni,
Georgina Nomzamop Bele who will be talking about headman Phakimile Bele, Polina Nomathamsanqasiya



who will be talking about Howard Siya, Zwelihli Zacharia Ngxoko who will be talking about himself, Nelson
Jinineka who will be speaking about himself, Nconono Mabel Nondabula who will be talking about Clement
Nondabula, Nomak Abitshi Mbewana who will be talking about Phungulwa Mchizwa, Zimisele Sukane who
will be talking about Sukani Mbuthuma, Mavis Hleziphi Gazula who will be talking about Nanabezi
Gazula,Jongindlu Theophilus Nuba who will be talking Mdodi Tshandu, Nelsie Mtutuse Mayidume who will be
talking about Thakatshana Mayidume, Nokwanda Nora Mayidume who will be talking about Bubesi
Mayidume, David Zifokofe Silangwe, who will be talking about Jamane Mxwengxe and Bhulekwana
Silangwe, Simon Silangwe will be speaking about himself, apparently Simon Silangwe will be with Mr Gxabu,
he will not be speaking about himself, Bekabantu Qalanyobe, will be talking about Nomnyaka Qualanyobe,
Constance Xhelo and Nomawethu Francisca Johnson will be talking about Wanna "One" Johnson.

Excuse me Mr Chairperson, there's a mistake, we will now be talking about people who were injured at the
Nxusa incident, some disappeared from that day, they've been accepted as having passed away.

Majay Mtombe will be talking about Khoyo Chagi, Nyalasa Sipika will be talking about Ntamehlo Sipika,
Ngqamngona Ropootshe will be talking about Ropotshe Ndindwa. The following two have relatives who
disappeared, Mamkala Mlandelwa and Acelina Madlamini Ndzoyiyzna will be talking about Madodana
Ndzoyiyana.

The following were people who were present at Ngquza or whose relatives were there but fortunately they
escaped but they were ill treated after that incident. Some detained and some passed away after having
been released from detention. Nomntwana Mangonoma who is going to be represented by Nqintana(?)
Mbekwa(?). Mcingelwa Peter Bungana, excuse me Mr Chairperson, Nqintana Mbekwa will be talking about
Mankungwini Nomntwana, Mcingelwa Peter will be talking about himself, Mkwenkwe Pelepele Nkonyeni will
be talking about himself, Ntujanza Nkonyene Juze will be talking about himself if he's here, Nonzuzo
Mfuntane will be talking about Mhlazwa Mfuntane, Clement Khehlana Gxabu will be talking about with a
group that will be giving us a background, Alice Solani Ngalavu will be talking about Sithembile Mphoswa
Ngalavu, Mapamtu Nokhedla Mbodli will be talking about Mbodli, we don't know the first name, Bulisi Silo will
be talking about Silo Sipika, Richard Khetomthandayo Danisa will be talking about himself, Angelina Landiwe
Melane will be talking about Oliver Melane.

That is all from the people who were ill treated from the Ngquza incident.

The last three are the people that were oppressed by members of KONGO because they would not Join
KONGO, the ANC.

Their houses were burned down:

Bukiwe Rosina Ngxuwa who is going to talk for Jonas Masoyini Gwayi who passed away, his house was
burned down, Florence Namabala Mditshwa who will be talking about Stanford Mditshwa who was murdered,
Panana Woodfield Giqi who is going to talk about Simon Giqi whose house was burned down.

That is the list for the day Mr Chairperson. If I could just clarify the procedure, Mr Gxabu, Cele and Mdingi will
talk first. They will give us a historical background to the whole Nxusa incident, then the people that were
victims of the Nxusa incident will be next, then Ethel Thandiwe Bambaliphi and Nelson Jinineka will be
representing the whole group. Mrs Madlamini Ndzoyiyana and Mr Gxabu and Mr Khetomthandayo Danisa
who experience sever ill treatment will also be speaking.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR FINCA: We will give reverence to those who passed away. Before they can appear they can appear in
front of this Commission, we will give respect to those who died in the Nxusa incident and those who



disappeared, their bodies were not found and buried and we'll also give respect to those who were hanged
after the Nxusa incident and those who were detained and harassed and then passed away. We will call all
the names of the people who passed away in their different circumstances. We will call their names. After
that we will pray. Let us all rise.

We remember Mr Wanna Johnson, Khoyo Chagi, Ntamehlo Sipika, Rapotshe Ndindwa, Sijumba Mlandelwa,
Madodana Ndzoyiyana. We remember Funqu Bambaliphi, Buyile Mguleni, Headman Phakimile Bele, Howard
Siya, Claimant Nondabula, Phungulwa Mchizwa, Sukani Mbuthuma, Nanabezi Gazula. We remember
Mankungweni Nomntwana, Mhlazwa Mfuntane Sithembile Mphoswa Ngakavu, Mr Mbodli, Silo Sipika, Oliver
Melane, Jonas Masoyini Gwayi, Stanford Mditshwa and simon Giqi. We remember Mdodi Tshandu,
Thaktshana Mayidume, Bubesi, ...(tape ends) ......Nomnyaka Qalanyobe.

Let them rest in peace Lord, and give them Your everlasting light, thank you.

We will now call Mr Clement Khlehlana Gxabu and Mr Simon Silangwe to come forward please. Simon
Silangwe and Adolphus Cele and Mr Leonard M Mdingi, if he's not here we will call him when he arrives.

We are going to swear in Number 30 and Mr Simon Silangwe, he's not on the list. And then we are going to
swear in Adolphus Cele, he's on the list.

We welcome you all, and we thank you for availing yourselves and for coming here today. We will give you
time because you are here to give us a picture or a background about the struggle which took place in
Pondoland. Others have agreed that you can give the background and they will just come forward to confirm
what you have just said. This is a great responsibility because you are going to speak on behalf of these
people. Others have passed away and you are going to give us the picture, you are going to give this country
the picture of what happened on this particular day, this incident of the Ngquza here. We would like you to
take an oath. Reverend Xundu is going to help you to take an oath.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Will you please

stand up?

CLEMENT KHEHLANA GXABU: (sworn states)

SIMON SILANGWE: (sworn states)

ADOLPHUS CELE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: We will start with you Mr Gxabu, your evidence will be led by Mr Ntsiki Sandi and I will hand
over to him to ask you questions on behalf of the Commission.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I would like to greet you all gentlemen, we will begin with Mr Gxabu.
Mr Gxabu you have been given a responsibility to tell this Commission the background or the history of this
incident when people were killed on this particular day in the Ngquza Hill. I will lead you with questions Mr
Gxabu, I will ask you short questions and I will hand over to you to tell us the whole story and if you have
missed out something, Mr Silangwe will help you.

Let me begin Mr Gxabu. Here in Pondoland, where do you stay in this area?

MR GXABU: I stay in the Taweni village in Holy Cross.

MR SANDI: On this particular day, the day of the incident, were you a resident in this village?



MR GXABU: Yes.

MR SANDI: That area was also affected by this incident?

MR GXABU: Yes it was affected.

MR SANDI: At this time Mr Gxabu, I will hand over to you and please tell us shortly about what happened.
Please tell us exactly what happened in this area and I will hand over to you to explain the whole story.
Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR GXABU: Firstly, in 1959, as the residents of this area we were complaining because the government took
decisions

for ourselves, and this government was using the chiefs

which were ruling us, which were our leaders. They we

coming from the meeting which was known as Ibonga from Umtata. The chief would come to the people and
tell them what will happen. These chiefs used to come to us, we had dompas(?) and we had to wear them in
our necks and there was also this thing of the Bantu Education, which we were against it and we wanted to
be represented in Cape Town Parliament.

We had to pay taxes for our cattle and we thought it an enigma that we had to pay taxes for our own cattle.
These are the reasons why even the magistrates would not listen to us. Our leader Wanna Johnson, who
was also of the royal family, we were then trying to figure out what we would do. It then came from Bizana
that we should not take cognisance of the courts of the chief. We elected Thembizi Mphoso and Wanna
Johnson to represent us, also Machibini Nokwengwe who is present today in this hall. We elected six men to
go to Bizana for a report-back. Gizana then said to our leaders that we had elected, at that time Jikindaba
Mhlanga who was a chief had passed away, his death was a suspicious one. They were given another date
to come back.

We then said it would be too late, we should continue, then everyone was called to Hode on a mountain.
People came from seven villages, even from Flagstaff. We all met on the 13th of March 1960. We were then
supposed to go to Ngquza, we never got there because we stayed in Mcokotheni, the boers came, they
started shooting, they shot sporadically, we left and went down to Nhodi where we were supposed to meet.
We then asked a man, Linda Mabija that asked a person that's with the chiefs now and again, and would go
to

Umtata, what was going on. Then Mabija told us what was

happening. We then asked him to plead guilty for taking

part in what was oppressive to us. After that we went to Ngquza, we were talking and there were people from
Bizana,

Lusikisiki. As we were talking the helicopter came, it was full with people, you would never say that it was
Ngquza,we were disturbed by this helicopter.

As we were going down the mountain, about 48 police vans emanated. They came and they stood before us,
they were silent, they stood in a line. We did not say anything either. I think Mahambehlala's son who had a
gun, shot in the air and this is when the police said we must disperse, they gave an order. As we were
starting to leave, the helicopter came, there was tear gas everywhere.



MR SANDI: Excuse me for a moment Mr Gxabu. What did you say a bhanoyi is?

MR GXABU: It is a helicopter. I thanked the Lord that nobody died because of the helicopter, because it
would fly just above the ground as we were lying on the ground. We were not armed, we only had batons.
There were police all around, it was not just the helicopter that was there. We dispersed, went home and
then a date was set when we were going to meet, the 6th perhaps. A decision was going to be made to go to
the late chief from Nyandeni who is the father of Chief Botha.

At about 9 o'clock the boers came in their helicopter yet again. When we went there, when we realised that
we were going to be shot, we had to protect ourselves in a traditional way, we went to a witch doctor so that
the bombs would not get us because we were not armed. We did not go to Ngquza. When we went to
Ngquza, a cow that was taken to

the dip fell three times, the Mpondo people then said we

must go back. We were then wondering how the people from

Flagstaff and Bizana would hear of our decision that we decided not to go to Ngquza.

As we were just sitting talking a helicopter came yet again from the Bizana area towards Lusikisiki, a second
one came by. When these helicopters approached, there were men there that were informers, Vangeli
Mdolo, Vavadliwe, we were told that as we were sitting there they had gone to the shop at Fafaza informing
the police that we had gathered yet again. We were demanding information as to what they told the police.
They then confessed that they told the police that we were gathering. A second person was talking, an
evangelist Dolo, he was arguing, a helicopter came flying around Ngquza, we were not on the mountain as
such, we were right at the bottom because we were disturbed. A second one came, it landed and quite a
number of police came out, another one came and a number of police got off from it as well. No one was
armed except Wanna Johnson who had gone to help Stefele who had been detained. He had a gun. When
these helicopters came we were asking ourselves as to what we should do to peacefully continue with the
gathering. We took a pillar and put a white cloth around it, demonstrating in the form of a white flag that we
wanted peace. It was Mabeles Pilla who should be here in the hall. We were trying to show them that a white
flag was symbolising peace.

Four police stood around us, when they were about 100m from us, we decided that we should sit down and
only one person should talk. We thought that they'd come to talk to us. They had huge machine guns, we
called these machine guns nduludulu. Mr Maqlaqa who is here, from Mahlenyanga

holding the flag up. The police started shooting.

Wanna Johnson then got up, called them to come closer, when

he was calling them they shot at him, he's the first person who was hit down by a bullet, we realised that
these people

are here to kill us. The second person who died or who was shot was Ngelishe. Maxlaxla then said we must
fight. We went, Mr Chairman, unarmed, they were shooting at us. Donsa who had the white flag that
symbolised peace would shout and think that it was the last bullet but they would continue shooting.

The four police were shooting at us and above us were the two helicopters who were also shooting at us. I
think Mr Chairperson, they started shooting and beating us up from 9 o'clock in the morning and they
stopped at 6 pm. Some of us were able to run into the forest. There people all around the mountain shooting
at us. Mr Chairperson, it was such calamity, we people were injured, we carried 58 people to Mr Tswele's
house who is here this morning, he's a short man who is crippled. He was also beaten up. Some of us were



able to move even though we were shot. One man was shot from behind in his buttocks and the bullet got
out of his body through his navel. The gentleman sitting next to me was shot as well. We left 11 men who
died instantly. These men that were left there were Wanna Johnson, Chipisela, Ndolo, Gere, Ngilishi,
Poposho, I have a list here, I will give it to you later.

Mr Chairperson eventually these men left us, we gathered our injured and those who passed away. The
looked for Dobula and eventually they found him. They had already shot him, he was bleeding. They did not
see that he was hiding in the tank, they shot at the house, we carried him

on our way home. We then decided to go to the hospital to

phone the magistrate, because people had passed away. We

were too scared to bury them. Men form Holy Cross would come, drive and cavy people that were injured
and who had

been shot. We refused to go into the hospital. Mr Quanthrie(?) whose leg was practically amputated, we were
told that he had been detained. We then phoned the magistrate, telling him that people had died. He said we
must bury them. We then asked how we're going to bury them because the police are there. When this
happened our chiefs were not there. We heard that they had gone to a farm in Umzinkulu. These were the
people who we were supposed to be consulting with. We then sent a message to Chief Nelson Mhlanga
Segau, we asked him what he thinks of what is happening to the Pondo people. He did not reply because he
was scared. Also Chief Squebo who was taken to Nanda to hide. It was in the morning. We had to nominate
some men to go to Ngquza to see how the people were. Lamketi who was a sergeant in Flagstaff then came,
stopped us, asked us where we were going and we told him that we are going to Ngquza, he then said they
are going to kill us and finish us off. He said that the government had said that they must kill us. These men
were buried on the same land. We left them there, people were then detained. They beat you up, they don't
play games. We needed money as well for attorneys to assist us. Nonjebu was beaten up, his testicles had
swollen. On the 6th we went to Ngquza yet again, Abraham a white man from an embassy in Umtata came,
he said he wanted to talk to us. They were tense at Nofezile. We had with us a mayor and he asked us what
our problem was. We told him that the reason was because we did not want passes, Bantu

education and all our complaints. He said he would get feed-back. We also told him how the police had
beaten us up and had violated our rights. We then tried to get attorneys, I think one of them was Mr Swarts,
another

Ariston(?). The gentleman sitting next to me whom we'd sent to get ... (end of tape) ...Ndoda Ndengani, then
said, if it is true that we had a gun and shot at them, can they - this gentleman requested that one of us be
given a gun to use and try to shoot at a policeman, just to demonstrate that we were not able to even use
these guns. It then became clear that the magistrate had sent these people to kill us and Mr Swart asked the
magistrate not to be in the bench and this request was refused, and one attorney from Natal came and the
magistrate was removed from the bench and another magistrate was brought in for our case.

After that we were called to this helicopter field where we all met and this person came and explained to us
about this situation. And Matshibini who has passed away now, came he stood up and told them that we
want to be represented in the parliament and we want the pass laws not to exist and we don't want the Bantu
Education and we don't want to pay taxes because we are giving them our sheep and our cows to pay for
taxes. And he told us that he would come with a report, and he came back and he told us that we were
baboons and we would not be allowed to go to Cape Town because baboons are not allowed in the
parliament. 'What

will happen in your grievances is that you will be given your own parliament in Umtata'. And we gathered



together to discuss what we will do because we did not want our own parliament and the Mpondo people
decided to send Chief Luthuli who was a member of the ANC, as we were members of

the ANC, because it was banned and we called ourselves Kongo and you will see that as we were calling
ourselves Kongo, that was derived from the African National Congress and the boers were not aware that we
were members of the ANC.

And people were elected that were supposed to represent us there. We elected this man next to me to go to
Mdengi in Natal, Mdengi from Bizana, they would go to Luthuli and their answer was that Albert Luthuli said
that we must accept what we were given. We have to elect our people to elect us in the new parliament and
we did that.

MR SANDI: This Mr Mdengi is he Mr Leonard Mdengi?

MR GXABU: Yes. They were going to go to Albert Luthuli. At the time he was banned and he was under
police guard. This gentleman will tell us how they managed to talk to him although he was under police
guard.

We elected people who will go there and represent us. Mr Bubu was one of them, Mr Digo was also going to
represent us in this parliament and all of these people went to the Matanzima parliament and the case
continued. It was said that we had to pay for the people that were injured and for those who died, we have to
pay for their families.

Clothes were sent, old clothes were sent to these people and in 1961 we were banned and we were not
allowed to go to work,if you were inside this area you were not allowed to go out and nobody was allowed to
come in, so we couldn't go to work and din 1961 the police came to arrest us and we tried to fight for
ourselves, and my wife was responsible for interpreting for our people. One man was severely beaten up
because they wanted him to talk and he couldn't. One of the policemen who was there was Lamketi
Ponteis(?), they were and Mankinyana was one of them. At the time of

these incidents there were many police although I don't

remember them all.

We were then arrested and our case continued. It was found out that the police killed us and we were not
doing

anything, but what surprised me is that there were people who were arrested and who were hanged in that in
1970, Tuleni Mfumu Nwai was one of them, Nota and Zadunke Gavu, they were arrested and their case was
not amongst our case and they were hung because they were present in the Ngquza Hill incident. They were
found guilty for beating people who were known as informers, although there was no evidence that any of the
people who were labelled informers was ever beaten. Even their families are here today, families of those
people who were hung and I have a request that these people, their bones must be brought back so that we
can bury them, even that we request for a monument in the Ngquza Hill. We made this request to the past
government that we need a project in our area as the people who were fighting for our struggle. We won this
case that we told the magistrate that the white man had just beaten us up because we were fighting for our
government. In 1971 Toby Johnson, at the time we were driving taxis, we were staying with a policeman in
1971 and this man told us that the was amongst us in the struggle, although he was a policeman. He was
taping all the conversations we had.

On our first day Winston Johnson was called and I went with him and when we got in that place there were
policeman from Demdodza's police station, and this man told him to speak any language and they asked us
what we were doing the Tambo house and they told me to go, to leave and Mr Somdiza was beaten up. I



was not arrested at that time. We made a

statement that we were taxi drivers and there was a taxi man log book and the case proceeded to Maritzburg
and one of the people is here to testify today and it was concluded that we must not be charged or found
guilty because we were just

driving taxis. Two men were sentenced to 10 years on Robben Island, Tshumani was one of them, there was
a field in Khambati and one of the people in our area was beaten up and most of the people who were
arrested died, not because they were ill but due to the injuries they sustained in prison.

They used to use motor car tubes and they were torturing us severely and we used to just urinate because
we couldn't breathe when these people were torturing you.

This is a picture Mr Chairperson of the Ngquza and Arisdane(?) said that a post mortem was not conducted
on those people and the doctor was called to examine the bones of these people, and they were then
reburied after this. Mr Landu asked us to pray because the police were digging people who were already
buried so that the doctor could examine them. We had Reverend Landu who was buried in Lesotho, he left
his wife here and his wife died here. Mr Landu went to Lesotho because he was running away from the oast
government.

That is all Mr Chairperson, if I've left out something Mr Silangwe will tell you what happened in 1972 when
people were sentenced. Mr Mtuleni, they were hanged in 1967, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Gxabu. Do you have anything to add Mr Silangwe?

MR SILANGWE: Yes Mr Chairperson there is.

REV FINCA: You can add to what Mr Gxabu said.

MR SILANGWE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Most of the things

he has said, they are true. I will just add to what he has already said.

On the day people were killed in Ngquza in June 1960 we gathered in a place called Hlangeni, we were
trying to think about what we're going to do about these people, the law stipulated that a person cannot be
buried if the post mortem was not conducted. I will call them as Makegamba because that's what they were
called then, the policemen, Sgt Lamketi came, he said that he wanted five men, he didn't want all of us as we
were gathering at that place, there were many of us. We then elected these five people, five men, I was one
of these men. When we arrived to him we said that people have died, are we supposed to do? He
responded, go and bury these people because there's no white man who's going to go there where
these people have died.

At that time the doctors were white men and he thought that we would revenge ourselves on these doctors
as they were white men and the story continues as mr Gxabu has already said. I would just like to emphasise
that people were arrested, many of them were injured at the time and we found Mr Swarts who was the
lawyer, and one man we can mention as Reverend van Djons(?) who was in the parish of Holy Cross, he
sacrificed his life because he was representing people and they were released, and the case continued.

As I have already said, my point is we went to look for a lawyer in Durban by the name of Aresden and on the
day when our case was in court, the police were denying the number of people who were buried in ...
(indistinct) in Ngquza, they were denying that there were 11, they were fewer than 11. As we were saying
that they were 11, we had



to prove that and Aresden requested one doctor to help us with the post mortem and there was no doctor
available because we were told that white men cannot go there. And Aresden suggested that we have to go
there to count the

graves there and people from Pietermaritzburg and Durban came and we all went there. I was part of the
group who went there.

The magistrate together with Mr Somsashlo who was an interpreter here in Lusikisiki, he's on pension now,
the magistrate was Mr Harvey, when we arrived there people came from different places to observe what
was happening. When we arrived there Mr Harvey told us to go to the graves and the people said that they
were not going to go there. And then he said that we must go and dig the bones of the people there, and Mr
Landu asked us to pray, and he did that, he prayed and then Mr Harvey addressed people that we came
here because of your lawyer Aristen as we were arguing about the number of the people who died. And
Aresden, as he was the one who suggested that the graves should be dug, he was not allowed by the
government to come to this area. And he went back to Durban and he left us alone because we had no
lawyer we can trust, and we decided to look for another one, as we had Mr Swarts. We found Tqanqa(?) who
was from Idudja, who helped us when we were investigating these cases as members of Kongo, and we
found another lawyer by the name of Sachs from Cape Town. He was the one representing us in this case.

It was the first time for us to see that a white man can be interrogated because we thought that it was only
black people who were asked questions. And as Mr Gxabu has already explained, that there was an
argument that the

Mpondoland people were fighting against the police, and our lawyer asked them where are the people who
got injured, where are the police who got injured and there was no one who was injured in the police side,
and as Mr Gxabu has

already explained, there was no white police who came up and said that any of them were injured and it
became clear that we had won the case and people were to be compensated. The families of the people who
passed away had to be compensated because the people who killed us were used by the government, the
government refused to compensate these people up until today.

To save time, it emanated that why is it that the Pondo people could be so oppressed? There was then a
meeting for all the Pondos at New Prison, the new jail that was built by Kedi Matanzima was not there yet,
this was a day that clarified what was a problem with the Pondo people as Gxabu had already stipulated.
There was feed-back from Abraham Somokhonco. The fed-back was such that we could not be members of
parliament in Cape Town. The NAD, Nthabaza Bantu, we did not want them to represent us, we wanted our
own people who knew our customs well. We then decided that we would go to Umtata and get feed-back
from Pretoria. It then became clear that we could not go to Umtata because that's not the parliament we
wanted. I was then elected to be one of the people who represented our people to go to Albert Luthuli. He
was banned already, he could not come to the people himself.

I got to Leonard Mdingi and other people who were members of the struggle, these were the people who
were going to channel a way for us to see Albert Luthuli as he was in jail. Four men including myself and
Mdingi got to

this place in the evening. As Albert Luthuli was in jail and heavily guarded, we tried to sneak in. We left the
car behind, we literally crawled into the jail. One of us went through a pipe so that he could talk to Albert
Luthuli. We

took him, went to a small hill where we spoke to him telling him about the Ngquza calamity. He said to us,
Comrades, there is nothing I can do and you cannot fight whilst you are outside. You can fight a bit



better when you are inside. What he was advising us to do is for us to elect our own people and go to
Umtata and fight from within the parliament there.

These people were elected, I'm trying to drive a point home that after the court case, after we'd gone to
Umtata, we were under a terrible state of emergency. We could not just stay at home, we would have to
sleep outside in the fields, only our wives left at home. We'd get up in the morning and the village would be
surrounded by police vans and you could not go anywhere. It was during that time that I also got into trouble.
The problem was that my house was surrounded, the white people thought that I was inside. We did not have
a police station in Msosatha(?) yet, there were just tents. Id was looking at these police from across. They left
after one (o'clock), I went home to find out what was going on, the members of my family said that they were
looking for me. I then later in the day went to find out what the truth was. I was told to come back the next
day.

The following day, they handcuffed me. After a short while in the tent I asked why do people get handcuffed,
he then laughed and he took them off. Though I was detained I had just gone to pay Arinsen in Durban,
somebody informed the police. Unfortunately I did not know that I was going to be detained. I had a receipt in
my shirt that I had paid the attorney fully. Arinsen was not wanted in Pondoland by the boers. They phoned ..
(end of tape) ...they took all sorts of documents from my house, I took this receipt as I

was in van der Merwe's car, he was driving and I chewed on the receipt. I ate it and finished it, if they were
going to see it they were going to see it in my faeces. I realised that this was going to give me a lot of
problems because they did not want Arinsen.

I was then taken to Flagstaff, from Flagstaff to Kokstad, the white men did whatever it is they wanted to do
with me. Eventually they took me to Mt Ellis, there were even more problems for me. It was raining on a
Sunday, we were detainees in a house waiting for our court case. Mr Rhadebe had been detained, we were
all in the same cell, he had been shot in the arm and his arm would be painful now and again. Just before we
were released, we had a prayer meeting with a man from Bizana. As we were praying we were praying for
Rhadebe because he was in such pain, we were asking the Lord our God to help us, so we asked that his
arm will be healed so that he would be able to sleep at night. We continued to pray even though we heard a
terrible noise. We were creating problems for ourselves, so it seemed, there was a mad man. I had already
been punished for this and I was put in solitary confinement. I was peeping through a small hole, I saw a
man, this mad man that was beating up the police. He was put in a cell just ahead of me. This man would not
sleep, he would make all sorts of noise. After a few days a white man opened my door, opened the mad
man's door as well, this white man threw me into the same cell as this mad man. This mad man was standing
up. They would

bring him food, he would eat his food and then he would excrete on the same plate. When I got in there I
thought I was going to die because I saw this man beating up the white man. I then realised that I must go
back to the same God,

I knelt down, I said to the Lord that he must make a way for me. A man from Bizana was also thrown in.
Fortunately the mad man did not hurt us, we were saved. After that, after six months, I was released after I
had given my whole report. I think that from Gxabu's report I just gave a fuller picture, thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you gentlemen, you have given us a clear picture. I just have a few questions that I will
not ask immediately. I will ask Mr Chairperson as Mr Cele is also here. Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Cele I
have already greeted you, it looks like Mr Gxabu and Mr Silangwe have said a lot. They talked a lot about
things that happened at Flagstaff and at Holy Cross, you are from Bizana, you want to talk about the
meetings that you'd have, we've heard Mr Gxabu saying that they realised that they were not the only people
who felt oppressed, therefore if you could please tell us what happened from the Bizana area at the time?



MR CELE: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. The things that happened in the 1960's, 1959, we heard
that the chiefs were called in Umtata and there were two things which were decided there, one of them was
about the land and the other one about the money, and they were made to choose between the two, money
or land. Most of them chose the money and there was only one chief, Chief Nomakhotecana from Zise who
chose the land. And they came to us telling us about the report back from Umtata. People from Mbobeni, as
they were nearer to the chief, were told about what was decided in

Umtata in 1959, and they were not satisfied about the report back. They felt that they were not represented in
this tribal court and they gathered together on one hill and stated their grievances. They decided that they
have to tell the magistrate that they were against what the chief has told them. Some men were elected to go
to the magistrate to inform him about this and to ask him to come to the place where they were governed.
Instead of the magistrate coming to them, he sent the police and soldiers to shoot at the people and the
police came and scared the people with guns so that they ran away. When other people heard about this,
they decided that we have to have a meeting in the hill in order for people to voice their grievances.

We were complaining about the tax because we had to pay taxes with our cows and we had to pay R12, and
this money was known as nosheleni. We were also against Bantu Education because we saw that the chiefs
chose money and they sold out our land. We decided to have our own meetings and to make our own laws
and to decide who to voice our grievances to. We met in the Ndhlovu Hill and we stated that a person has the
right to go wherever he wants and a person has a right not to carry a pass. A person has a right to have an
identity book. We called the magistrate from Bizana, we told him our grievances and we talked to him from
about nine up until three, and he told us he was hungry, he did not have anything to eat all day. We were
asking him all sorts of questions and he said that he cannot answer our questions because we demanded
that he must give us answers immediately. He told us that he will talk to the chief magistrate in Umtata who
was Librant at that time. Librant came to Ndhlovu, he tried to disrupt the meeting

because he came with soldiers who came with their caspars and tried to scare us with their guns. Some of us
ran away and some of us stayed and we told them that we are not fighting but we just wanted to talk to them.
On these two

cases, when we called the magistrate from Bizana, and when the chief magistrate Leibrand came, we sent a
message to Flagstaff and Lusikisiki and Ntabankhulu and Mount Elif, Mt Frere that we were in a struggle, and
we wanted to be liberated, because we could see that we were oppressed by the past government. We
wanted them to be present when the magistrate came and when the chief magistrate came. They came to
this meeting and we had a meeting with the magistrate from Umtata from 9 and at 3 o'clock he said that he
was hungry, he wanted to go. He also said that he will send another magistrate to us and we released him.
Abraham came and he also tried to scare us and we did not disperse, we talked to him just like we did with
the past two magistrates. He said that we must gather near the shop so that he can get some tea and food. It
became clear that he was trying to disrupt us. We agreed to go to gather next to the shop. All along he was
trying to move us from the people from Flagstaff, Mt Frere, Mt Ayliff, Lusikisiki and Nthabankhulu, he wanted
us to be far from this place. Because we were using horses at that time they managed to come and he told
us that he would report this matter to Pretoria. He said that we must wait for men who would be coming from
Pretoria.

We waited and after two weeks, the third week we got a message that we must go to town as the people
from Pretoria will come to address us. We sent out messages to villages nearby and we went to town on this
particular day and we

talked with people from Pretoria until it was late afternoon and they told us that they will report this matter to
the Pretoria Government. We must go to our villages and wait. We went home hoping that we will get
response quickly and



two week thereafter soldiers came who would not listen to us and began arresting and killing people. There
was an informer, Mr Rhadebe from Ndhlovu who lied to the soldiers telling them that we were going to gather
in Ndhlovu, I think it was on Wednesday but we were supposed to have a meeting on Friday, not
Wednesday. The soldiers came to Ndhlovu with their helicopters and they came to Ngquza where they killed
people. The spokespeople were arrested because they were viewed as being dangerous and the organisers
of our struggle were also arrested as well as those who were organising finance for our organisation. There
was one Solomon Madikizela in Ndhlovu who was our spokesperson, he was well known as Mbambeni,
there was also Leonard Mdingi and the reverends from the Methodist Church because we used to open our
meetings with prayer.

We heard that people from Ngquza had shot. There was nothing going on after that, our questions were not
answered. We made a plan that we should try to go to Natal so that this matter can be known in the whole
country and even in outside countries, and we took Inoch Kambele from Bizana, we already had a plan at
that time. When we were in Durban we talked with other men, Leonard Mdingi, and saw that as Ghana was
liberated, their president was Nkhruma, we wanted to give him a gift from South Africa congratulating him to
be the first black president in Africa. We arranged for that gift and took men from Durban and from the
villages

of Kwazulu Natal and form Johannesburg. We had a big box

box where we put in drinks which were to be given to the president of Ghana. We placed Inoch Mbele and
boys from Lamontville and from Mdendwe in this box and others from Johannesburg as well as our drinks
and we closed and posted

this box by boat to Ghana. We knew that there were men inside that box.

When we were waiting for them to get to Ghana we heard that this matter was even known in Nairobi. We
decided that we should inform the United Nations so that the whole world could understand and know what
we mean when we say that we are fighting for our rights. There were people from the United Nations who
came to look at this Ngquza incident and in 1961 there was a way we saw that our grievances were being
heard. There was one man Doug who came to Ngquza with a helicopter and the white men were trying not to
allow him to come here. We hoped that our matter would go well.

...(indistinct) then left, went to Pretoria. I got the Mercury the next morning where it said that South Africa had
given ...(indistinct) a lump sum to oppress the matter of Ndhlovu. We realised that it was the truth. The
Mercury was reporting the truth. We then tried to make a way to let our grievances be known yet again at
Ndhlovu. The United Nations then sent a secretary. Men came to help us, men with whom we spoke the
same language.

The boers came to my house, they took me as an activist of the African National Congress, it was the third
time they'd come. They burned down four of my huts, nine of my sheep were killed, an informer helped the
police find me, they shot at me, the bullet first hit a stone and then my knee which was injured. It was clear
that they could not take me to hospital because they'd always been wanting me. Solomon Mandigizela, who
was our spokesman took me to someone he knew to help me. They took out the bullet and then took me to
Natal. Solomon Mandigizela was then detained, Mboshla was detained, Changela was detained as

well as other activists. They were accused of standing against the government of the day and the informers.
Three men had gone to ...(indistinct)swana, then to Maritzburg where they were sentenced where they were
sentenced to six months imprisonment.

MR SANDI: When was this?



MR CELE: It was in 1961. They were kept in Dimuseni and then were taken to Pietermaritzburg where their
court case was. They were sentenced to six months imprisonment but they ended up staying for 11 years.
One of them wrote a letter saying that the food that they were given was terrible..(end of tape) ... methol(?).It
was clear that they were being poisoned. When he came back he could not swallow anything. He was taken
to hospital in Durban, there was a man in the hall who took him to the doctor.

REV FINCA: Mr Cele, thank you very much, we want to talk about the other incidents now. There are
questions here that you are going to be asked as you're sitting there.

MR CELE: Thank you.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Chairperson, because the evidence given here was documented
I just want to ask a few questions as they gave a detailed report of what happened there is danger that the
evidence that is being put before us is too long and we miss some of the important aspects. I want to ask that
when you were being shot at on the mountain, did those people who were at the bottom of the mountain, was
it just the police that were

shooting or police and soldiers?

MR CELE: It was a mixture of police and soldiers.

MR SANDI: You say that they started shooting at 9, are you talking about 9 am.

MR CELE: Yes from 9 am.

MR SANDI: You say that this stopped at 6 pm.

MR CELE: Yes Sir that is so.

MR SANDI: Mr Gxabu, you said that they were coming from the top and you were down at the bottom.

MR GXABU: They were all over, some at the top and some at the bottom.

MR SANDI: You say that you were not armed?

MR GXABU: Nobody was armed except for Johnson who had his own gun, as he had just been helping Mr
Stofile.

MR SANDI: What were the court of law findings, did they find that you were not armed?

MR GXABU: They could not prove their accusations that we were armed. They said that their helicopter was
being shot at. It was clear the Mr Johnson's gun was not specialised enough to have reached the helicopter.

MR SANDI: Therefore it is clear that the police were lying, you were not armed at all?

MR GXABU: It is so Sir.

MR SANDI: If someone was armed amongst you, would you have realised it?

MR GXABU: We would have known because we would have relied on that.

MR SANDI: At the court of law, when the police said that you were attacking them, was there a police
member that was injured?



MR GXABU: Not even one Sir, this is why Ndayi made an

example and also asked that if a policeman was injured he should come forward.

MR SANDI: Is it Mr Sachs that you are talking about, is it Judge B Sachs?

MR GXABU: It is Cele who was talking about him. Mr Albie Sachs was representing us as an attorney.

MR SANDI: After they had shot at you, you say that they came to your houses as well? Is that so?

MR GXABU: Yes that is so.

MR SANDI: Did they do any harm at home, like burning down your plantations, maybe also harassed your
wife?

MR GXABU: What they would do at home is to harass our families when they realised that the person they
were looking for was not there, they would sell milk(?) all over. They were just out to get us.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson, Mr Gxabu I want to go back to just one point you made, you
spoke about the white flag being raised. You said that at that time when the flag was raised people were
sitting on the ground, is that correct?

MR GXABU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: The white flag is an international thing of peace, you say that the shooting began as the
white flag was raised and the people were sitting?

MR GXABU: Yes it is so.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, and one other short question, you said that the people were carried down to the
house of somebody. What was the name of that man in that house where the bodies and the injured were
carried?

MR GXABU: Mr Siqaqa.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you that's all I have to ask you, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REV XUNDU: I just want clarity on the role of the chiefs because it seems as if the chiefs are being accused.
How many chiefs were in the struggle and members of the ANC?

MR GXABU: Two would not come to the meetings as such but they never ran away from us. Then there was
another chief that would come now and again. The boers would ask him why he did not run away, and he
would say the reason why he was not harmed by the people.

REV XUNDU: What I'm trying to say is, the role of the chiefs, was it for the people or against them?

MR GXABU: Messrs Kwele and Modekai were for the people.



REV XUNDU: Therefore what you are saying is that most of the chiefs were against the people?

MR GXABU: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson, Mr Gxabu, I thought whilst you were giving evidence that when
during the court case some bodies had to be exhumed for post mortems, did that happen?

MR GXABU: Yes that happened.

MS MAYA: How many people were buried?

MR GXABU: Eleven.

MS MAYA: Is this the number that you had initially anyway?

MR GXABU: It is the number we had when we buried the people but even more people passed away after
detention.

MS MAYA: I asked this question because I want to know the

people who disappeared, do you know what happened to them eventually?

MR GXABU: We don't know, they were taken while we were detained.

MS MAYA: Just one more question, you talked about a place where people were detained at Mqambathi, can
someone tell me what happened at these places?

MR GXABU: One of the gentlemen is not here, but the people like Maoma Ndigezela would be taken there,
they would hang a person in a tree when there was a court case. He would stay on the tree for seven days.

MS MAYA: How would a person be hung?

MR GXABU: They'd hang you in a tree and beat you up.

MS MAYA: Is this the same place in Mqambathi?

MR GXABU: It is in Mqambathi.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

MR GXABU: There was a lady who sang a song that there is no God like You. This woman was beaten up
because she was praying because we were being beaten up.

MS MAYA: Was that a lady?

MR GXABU: Yes it was a lady but I forget her name.

REV FINCA: Mr Gxabu I just have a few questions as well. First of all ...(no interpretation).

MR GXABU: As we were on the mountain we wanted clarity whether they were speaking the same language
as us. It was clear that they also had grievances to the government.



REV FINCA: In which region is Mxandelili?

MR GXABU: It is in Bizana.

REV FINCA: This struggle, if I have understood you well, you said that it included Lusikisiki, Flagstaff,
Ntabankhulu, Mount Ellis?

MR GXABU: That is so Sir.

REV FINCA: Who was organising the meeting, was it the man from Pondoland?

MR GXABU: Yes in our region it was Wanna Johnson.

REV FINCA: No one from outside Pondoland would come and help?

MR GXABU: Nobody.

REV FINCA: Where did the money come from?

MR GXABU: We would pay about R35 to help with the struggle. REV FINCA: This endeavour was on the
shoulders of the Pondo people?

MR GXABU: Yes Sir that is so.

REV FINCA: The ANC, where did it participate?

MR GXABU: Wanna Johnson was a member of the ANC. The thing is the ANC was banned. This is why we
referred to it as Kongo.

REV FINCA: I just want to ask about the chiefs.

MR GXABU: In our history the chiefs had a big role to play in leading the battles of the land but as time went
on the chiefs became separated from the people and walked their own path.

REV FINCA: When did this start?

MR GXABU: It started by them discussing important issues with the government and they'd come to us with
decisions and conclusions already being made. This is why we ended up doing to Albert Luthuli asking what
we should do if the ANC is banned. I just want to add that the role of the chiefs as the people that were
leaders, there came a time when as I'm going to clarify, as the chiefs were leading people, they were
representing the people and the desires of the people. Then unfortunately there came a time when they were
working together with the government of the day. Then there was division between the people and the chiefs.
They would be given decisions by the government to take to the people. The people rejected such decisions.
Then the chiefs would

go to the magistrate, the magistrate who led the chiefs. Then the magistrate would ask whether the chief was
being led or was leading, was he a ruler or was he being ruled over? Then he would come back to us and
say that we are going to obey him, no matter what.

Then what happened is that the chief was not representing the people as such but was ruling over the people
in a tyrannical way.

REV FINCA: I think that we have finished asking our questions. I want to thank the three of you. That is a



history of gallantry, we are proud of men like you. We are proud to people of a land of gallantry. It is clear that
passive resistance, people trusting the Lord, going to meetings such as yours unarmed, did not start just
recently but from way back. It has always seemed like a foreign concept from India, Ghandi, from America,
Martin Luther King, but even in our own home in Pondoland there has been passive resistance.

It is painful, it is sad because a lot of lives were lost. We should keep this history and cherish it. I am glad that
we should look closely at the detail of such a history. Govin Mbeke should be here today to give clearly an
account that people from Pondoland played a major role in the struggle of liberation. He says that they got a
strategy from Pondoland as to how the ANC should help in villages like this. Thank you for giving us this
history. We are very interested to go to this mountain.

We have heard your requests that people that were hanged, their corpses should be brought over here to be
buried. We have heard your requests that the people that disappeared, at least their bones should be buried
in their

land. We've also heard your request for a monument on the mountain so that everybody who passes that
mountain takes cognisance of the bravery that you had, we are very proud of you.

Thank you we are going to adjourn.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS

---------------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: SINUKA JALI

DAY: 2 AREA: LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------REV GABULA OPENED WITH
A PRAYER.

MS MAYA: On this second morning, the 25 March 1997 I am going to read out a list
for the Human Rights Violations Committee, the list that we have today. We are
going to listen to 43 people. We are going to finish off what we started
yesterday in connection with the struggle in Pondoland.

We have 34 people for today. We will start with today's programme and finish off
with yesterday's list.

We have nine people from Lusikisiki. I will read today's list. I am going to
read the person's name who will be testifying, then the victim. These people
were ill-treated or tortured because they were ANC members. Most of them were
detained. After they were released they were in such ill health that they passed
away.

We have Percy Ncanyiewe Myezo, who will be talking about Mtanyini Myezo; Sinuka
Jali and Mngqungelwa Jali who will be talking about Sovumase Jali; Cetyiwe Pila
who will be talking about April Pika; Naniwe Mary Maribela Ndizimela who will be
talking about Zofonia Ndzimela; Ntombikayise Nxulu who will be talking about
Mathopisi Siqakaza; Nontombi Bhasayi Makwaba who will talking about Simon
Bhasayi Makwaba; Nopopi Mantola Majinga who will be talking about Bangumzi
Majinga; Ndabazipheli Myekwa Qwathekana who will be talking about himself;
Mjwenjwe Twenty Joyi who will be talking about himself; Fanele Lungu who will be

talking about himself; Gxakela Mabandla who would be talking about himself;
Nofuduka Eleanor Mamjoli Xhakana who will be talking about Shomboto Xhakana;
Noquiquizela Macebisa Ngqupaza who will be talking about Makulana Khatshwa;
Makwitshe Nancy Mqatshi who will be talking about Bulelani Sivuyile Mqatshi;
Kintana Mbekwa who will be talking about Mbekwa Sibunu; Manzala Dingumhlaba who
will be talking about Magwabule Nzala; Gladys Nonzwakazi Danga who will be
talking about Goliath Danga; Nkosiplhendule Nakwa who will be talking about
Mzayifana Alfred Nakwa; Nqeke Fani who will be talking about himself; Mlandelwa
Fani who will be talking about himself; Noni Mabhala Gcaba who will be talking
about himself and James Notununu; Nobawo Mildred Mdlamla who will be talking
about Bambaliphi Mdlamla; Ngwazi Sipolo who will be talking about himself;
Ndovela Nxasana who will be talking about himself; Theophilus Ndluvo Bongaza who
will be talking about himself; Nosipo Dorothea Somdizela who will be talking
about Skinkili Moyiswa; Agness Mamsareni Magawana who will be talking about
Barnabas Mhlati Magawana; Daliwe Mgulwa who will be talking about Marelane
Mgulwa; Mapota Peter Mjanyelwa who will be talking about Mjanyelwa Mnconco;
Gingiliza Mamsakazweni Mkhathi who will be talking about Yiva Ndiseni;
Matshingelana Cambana who will be talking about Gavu Zadunge; Penelope
Madikizela who will be talking about Solomon Madikizela; Siwewe Mamtabasa
Ngakanani who will be talking about Nohlaza Ngakani Jakada; and Poyinda Nagi who
will be talking about himself.

From yesterday we have Mavis Gazula; Bekabantu Qalanyobe; Nelson Jinineka. In
the afternoon we will

have Eliot Skhosana who will be talking about himself, his house was burnt down
in Lusikisiki in 1993; Nomgwen Mancancini who would be talking about himself,



his house was also burnt down; Sipho Jackson Phangomso who will also be talking
about himself - these people were of the same incidents, same area.

Then there are those of the 1989 incident: Livingstone Siphelo Sapo who will be
talking about himself, somebody tried to kill him; Velile Ngcamla who will be
talking about himself, attempted murder; Nokuzola Phillip who will be talking
about Fikile Phillip; Tshitshi Ndlazi who will be talking about himself;
Simlindile Mabana who will be talking about himself; and Mandlekosi Tambodala
who will be talking about himself, somebody tried to murder him. Thank you Mr
Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Miss Maya.

I request that we proceed as follows: The next two hours we are going to focus
on an issue that we dealt with yesterday. I will request that the witnesses who
will be talking about the Ngquza incident... We are going to give them the first
two hours. We will try to not to dwell on this because we gave it ample
attention yesterday, therefore I am requesting that the witnesses of the Ngquza
incident... I will not thank them immediately. After they have testified I will
thank them after the whole programme.

Percy Ncanyiwe Myezo is he here? Sinuka Jali and Mngqungelwa Jali; Cetyiwe
Eleanor Pika; Naniwe Mary Maribela Ndzimela. Please come forward.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Chairperson. To save time, I am going to ask
the witnesses questions so that

 

what has already been documented may be clearer.

We will start with Mr Sinuka Jali. Mr Jali who are going to be talking about?

SINUKA JALI: (sworn states)

MR JALI: I am going to talk about Sovumase Jali.

ADV SANDI: The three of you will be talking about people who had been detained,
beaten up, injured and after their release they were so ill of health that they
soon died. Is that so?

MR JALI: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: How are you related to Savumase?

MR JALI: He is my father.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement you say that he was detained after people
had been shot at Ngquza.

MR JALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And then he was beaten up by people?

MR JALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: I realise that you have requested that there be a tombstone erected
in memory of the people that were killed. Is that so?

MR JALI: Yes, it is so.

ADV SANDI: Is there something that you would like to add to your request in
connection with the tombstone?



MR JALI: No. The Committee will see what they can do for me. I have no other
request.

ADV SANDI: When did your father pass away? Was it in 1967?

MR JALI: The Committee will forgive me because I do not remember well. I am not
educated, but he died six years after he had been beaten up and terribly
injured.

ADV SANDI: Is that all, Mr Jali? You say he died six

years after the Ngquza incident.

MR JALI: When I estimate he died on a Friday, the fifth year after the incident.

ADV SANDI: How was he injured?

MR JALI: His ribs had been injured. He was beaten on his back and he was
coughing blood.

ADV SANDI: Did he die after that?

MR JALI: Yes, he would bring up blood. He would vomit blood.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Jali?

MR JALI: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 24.10.97 NAME: NOMAWHETU FRANSISCA JOHNSON

NYALASA SIPIKA

ACELINA MADLAMINI NDZOYIYANA

CASE: - LUSIKISIKI

DAY 1

__________________________________________________________

NOMAWHETU FRANSISCA JOHNSON: (sworn states)

NYALISA SIPIKA: (sworn states)

ACELINA MADLAMINI NDZOYANA: (sworn states)

(no further translation)



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NELSON JINIKEKA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NELSON JINIKEKA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Is there something you would like to say otherwise you can just
confirm what has happened.

MR JINIKEKA: I would be redundant. There was no stone that was left unturned. I
just want to thank....

I was wondering what I was going to say here because everything has been said,
even what I thought I would say.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir.

I will remember what you said even when I am back home. I will use the terms
that you used today, when one is being redundant, I will remember your terms
exactly.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-03-1997 NAME: RODNEY G. KESWA

CASE: LUSIKISIKI

DAY 3

CHAIRMAN: Rodney Goba Keswa, please come forward. We welcome you General Keswa,
thank you for coming to the Commission to give evidence. We will hand over to
Reverend Xundu to swear you in.

RODNEY GOBA KESWA:(sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Properly sworn in Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: ... that the statement of Brigadier Keswa was read, sorry by
General Keswa was read by our staff to include no perpetrator, but closely to
look at it now, there is an indication that there may be mention of
perpetrators. We have agreed with General Keswa that in his testimony, he will
not mention the names of perpetrators, they will be on record, because they have
not been informed, according to Section 13 of the Act.

By agreement between him and ourselves, he is going to go ahead and make his
testimony. I wish to place that on record of our proceedings. Thank you Ntsiki
Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. General Keswa, I am going to ask you questions so that we
can - when I look at your complaint in 1981 you were arrested and detained by
the Security Police in Transkei, after allegations have been made about you.
What were you doing at the time, General?

MR KESWA: I was the leader of the Transkei Defence Force.

ADV SANDI: I will hand over to you so that you can tell us what happened.

MR KESWA: Yes. I have written, I have a submission, I don't know whether I can
read it as is?

ADV SANDI: You can read it General.

MR KESWA: I am a retired Civil Servant residing at Ibotha Farm, Umzimkulu
District. On the 27th of May, 1981, during my tour of duty as Commander of the
Transkei Defence Force, I was arrested and detained in terms of Transkei
Security Laws.

I was subjected to the most sadistic and dehumanising treatment imaginable. My
arrest was reported on the front page of the Sunday Times of 31 May, 1981. As I
will for the first time today give the background to my arrest and torture in
detention, it will become clear how nefarious the role which was played by some
newspapers in their disinformation campaign to justify the violation of human
rights, in the South Africa of the past.

Some of the things written about me in that front page report of the Sunday
Times, are distortions of the truth apparently aimed at justifying to the
general public, my arrest and detention.

I pray that this Commission will find time also to look into the reporting of
the newspapers, such as the Sunday Times, during the apartheid years.



After my arrest, I was detained in the police cells in Inqobo. The cell in which
I was locked up, had no lights and had a dreadful stench which at times made me
sick.

ADV SANDI: General, please pardon me - do you have a copy of this article that
you are referring to?

MR KESWA: I do, I do have a copy.

ADV SANDI: Can you please furnish us with a copy? Do you have a copy for
yourself?

MR KESWA: I need a copy please. I don't have one on my file, I need a copy of
that, if you could make a copy for yourselves, please.

ADV SANDI: Will you be referring to this article as you are giving your talk?

MR KESWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You will be referring to this article?

MR KESWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: We will just go through it very quickly and give it back to you, so
that when you have to refer to it, you will be able to do so, thank you.

MR KESWA: Thank you. The afternoon of the 27th May, 1981, marked in most parts
of Transkei the beginning of an unseasonal snow storm which was accompanied by
gusts of wind and torrential rain. Snow fell on hills and mountains, where for
years it had not fallen before.

It was bitterly cold at Inqobo. As I groped around in my dark cell, looking for
the prison mat and blankets, I felt an icy gust of wind which I thought came in
through an open window.

As I tried to find the window, I discovered the window with no glass. As the
snow storm intensified, it blew into my cell through this window, sprays of rain
and ice. I tried to shield myself from the rain the wind and the snow, by
squatting directly below the glassless window, but the gusts of wind which came
in through the window, hit the opposite wall and spiralled inside the cell in a
whirlwind which blew up choking dust as it also crept up inside my trousers.

Slowly but surely first my toes froze, then my ankles. As the numbness crept up
my legs, I spent the night rubbing

vigorously with my hands, my hands or jogging around and around inside my cell
in an effort to wipe off the cold.

When the cocks crowed for the first time, I was so cold my legs so wobbly, that
it was difficult for me to move around my cell. When the birds began to chirp
and sing, I was still making attempts to prevent my body from freezing.

When dawn eventually broke, I had the first opportunity of looking around my
cell. What I saw still haunts me to this day. The wall on the one side of my
cell was smeared with faeces, the spot where the night soil bucket stood, was a
pool of urine.

The metal night soil bucket was old and rusty, it obviously had never been
cleaned in years. The blankets were old, threat bare, smelly, dusty, coarse with
tell tale signs of perverse sexual acts. I tried walking towards the door, but I
staggered about sick to the bottom of my gut.



I crest to the floor and hit my back against the iron grill door. I wanted to
scream or shout, but I could not because my voice was hoarse.

As I pulled myself up from the floor by holding onto the iron bars of the iron
grill door, I remembered stories I heard when I served in the South African
Prison Services about tactics of killing someone without laying a finger on
them.

This was it, I concluded. This was such a tactic to kill me. I resolved there
and then that I would not die that way. Whoever wanted me dead, would have to
kill me physically. With a peculiar and to me familiar clang and rattle of
prison keys, the door of my cell swung open. All I saw was a hand, shovelling
into my cell a dish of prison mealie porridge for breakfast. I almost dived for
the dish,

not to eat the porridge, but to use it to warm my legs.

The porridge was ice cold. Later that morning I was led out of my cell to the
offices of the Security Police. I was staggering all over the place because my
legs were numb. The Security Police Officer who had come to see me, gave me some
paper and pen and ordered me to write down the so called charges against me as
he dictated them.

My fingers could not hold the pen, the were stiff with cold. The police officer
asked me to warm my hands at his paraffin heater. As I did so, my hands hurt
like hell. Eventually I wrote down the charges as dictated to me.

There were about 20 and they ranged from accusing me of being a terrorist, a
communist, a traitor of being against the institution of Chieftainship in
Transkei, of having travelled overseas meeting Russian Generals and other such
ridiculous nonsense.

The Security Police Officer advised that I respond in writing to each allegation
and that - for good measure gave me some more paper to write my "confession" and
to plead for forgiveness so that I could be released soon from detention.

I was returned to my cell. Later the same day I was moved to the police cells in
Tsolo. At Tsolo I was locked up in a cell behind which was the station's diesel
electric generator. Every day after sunset, the diesel generator was started up
and its noise made sleeping very difficult for me.

This was obviously another attempt to disorientate me by denying me sleep and
perhaps cause me to confess and "I could be released from detention."

The blankets I was given at Tsolo were infested with lice of all sizes, big
ones, small ones. I reported this to

my guards and requested to be allowed to purchase insecticide from my own pocket
to kill the lice. I was laughed at.

I was denied ablution facilities for two months. For two months I couldn't even
wash my face, let alone have a bath. I was given "food" worth 45 cents a day,
that is I was allowed 15 cents worth of food each of the three meals per day.

In contravention of Transkei's own Security Laws, I was kept locked up 24 hours
per day, I was denied the prescribed half hour's exercise in the open, before
and after midday each day, as required by Transkei's own legislation at the
time. As was to be visited at least once a month by a Magistrate and or a senior
police officer, to ascertain my wellbeing in detention, this was not done.

After two months, my endurance crumbled. The cold cement floor, the lack of
exercise in the open, the loneliness, the brutality of it all took its toll. I
had suffered from haemorrhoids before my detention. In detention the piles got



worse and started to bleed.

At one stage I passed out and came to in Dr Mbekweni's consulting rooms. I don't
know how I got there, but after the doctor had treated me, I was returned to my
cell. One night during July 1981 I noticed that all the doors of my cell were
not locked.

The wind was blowing rather strongly and the doors were banging on their frames
as they swayed on their hinges. I got up and tested the doors, indeed, they were
not locked. Immediately I recognised the trap for what it was - an attempt to
lure me out of my cell and ambush me as I walked out.

I would then have been shot "while trying to escape from custody", and that
would have been the end of my life.

I stayed in my cell till the following morning and told my guards about the
clumsy attempt to lure me to my death. After I had been interrogated several
times by the Security Police, it became obvious that the so-called terrorist,
communist charges against me, would not stick. A fresh set of criminal charges
ranging from theft of use of a Government vehicle, mark not theft of a
Government vehicle, theft of use of a Government vehicle to fraud, were trumped
up against me.

These also failed and eventually I was acquitted by the Supreme Court in Umtata.
To understand and see it in its proper prospective, this sordid and manifestly
evil campaign, I would like to give the Commission a background of a series of
incidents which culminated in my eventual detention.

Incidents which earned me the attention of the Security Police in both South
Africa and Transkei, the first incident I want to refer to: some time after the
Sharpville massacre, the leader of the PAC was imprisoned in the then Potgieter
Street Prison in Pretoria, where I worked as a young prison warder. Because
meals given to Black prisoners were the most inferior in South African prisons,
it was mostly mealie pap or incubi, boiled mealies, we - I and together with
other youngsters at the time, worked out a scheme of swapping Sobokwe's midday
meal of boiled mealies for mealie rice which was a ration given only to
Coloureds and Indians.

This swapping of meals was discovered, unfortunately for us by White warders and
reported to the authorities.

Secondly, when the ANC leadership was rounded up

through out South Africa and sent to Pretoria for detention, Chief Lethuli, then
President of the ANC, was on his admission to prison assaulted by a White prison
warder - one Gouws, whom the Transvaal Attorney General refused to prosecute for
the assault.

This refusal did not go down well with particularly the Zulu speaking prison
warders, who were in the majority of Black personnel at the prisons' barracks
where we stayed.

We the youngsters in this group, tried to persuade those of the Zulu personnel
who had witnessed the assault to go to the police and make sworn statements.

These attempts leaked out and as I was among the group that was branded
agitators.

Thirdly, whenever opportunity presented itself at that Pretoria Prison, we
smuggled coal from where it was stored inside the prison, to a small kitchen in
the section of the prison where ANC detainees including our present State
President, were kept.



This enabled the detainees to prepare their food brought to them from outside
the prison. Again, our smuggling activities were discovered.

Fourthly in the 60's, I registered with the University of South Africa for the
Bachelor of Arts Degree. I was then the first Black member in the history of the
South African Prison Service to do so. One of my majors was a discipline called
Native Administration.

Among the recommended works for study were books such as The Reverend Nabaningi
Sithole's book, African Nationalism and Chief A.J. Lethuli's book Let My People
Go.

This field of study earned me the wroth of the South African Security Police. My
residence was raided and

searched on numerous occasions.

Fifth, just before the Transkei State was created, I was transferred from South
Africa to Transkei. After my arrival in Umtata, I was approached by the then
Head of BOSS. BOSS, was the Bureau of State Security in Transkei, a certain Mr
Brown, who tried to recruit me to join BOSS with a promise that eventually I
would be its head in Transkei.

I refused the offer and I am positive BOSS did not take kindly to my refusal. In
March 1978 I was transferred from the Transkei Prison Service to the Transkei
Defence Force as its Commander. Within a matter of two or so months of my
assumption of command of the TDF, the Transkei Government broke diplomatic
relations with South Africa.

This left the Transkei Defence Force in a quandary. We could not train our
soldiers in South Africa, neither could be obtain military stores, we had to
look elsewhere for training and ordnance, ordnance being military stores. I had
to design and launch a strategic plan to seek help from the international
community.

I labelled this strategy plan code "Operation Lullaby". Now each letter in that
Lullaby stands for a specific purpose, which I will gladly explain if you so
request. Operation Lullaby was amazingly successful.

I want to pause here and say what I am going to say next might just have
international repercussions, is the first the very first time I disclose it.
Transkei soldiers were trained by the United Nations Organisation.

They are living examples, I sent them to the United Nations on Transkei
passports and the attended courses there and they came back with certificates
bearing the United

Nations Code of Arms.

I was able to send for training in other countries my officers and men and I was
also able to purchase in a variety of countries overseas, military stores. This
success did not endear me to the Security Police in South Africa and Transkei
and neither did it win me friends in the Transkei Public Service.

Seventh, after the break in diplomatic relations between South Africa and
Transkei, both NATO through the United States of America and the Warshaw Pact
Countries through Poland, showed an interest in Transkei's coast line.

The Poles sought the TDF's assistance to obtain permission from the Transkeian
authorities to operate a ship along Transkei's coast, "to study fish shoals". We
assisted the Poles and the permission was granted.

The Americans were keen on recommissioning a Second World War landing strip at



Msikaba - they spoke to me about this and before we could ... (tape ends) ...
over sensitive areas in South Africa, with cameras fixed on its belly, the
persons concerned were declared non grata in South Africa, and were repatriated
to the USA.

This was the end of the American interest in Transkei's coast line. Again these
operations were picked up by the Security Police and they did not endear me to
the Security establishments in South Africa and Transkei.

Early in 1980 Intelligence reports warned me of my impending detention because
when the Transkei Defence Force was established in 1975, sons of Chiefs in the
first intake of recruits to form the nucleus of the Transkei Defence Force, were
promised that only them would in future command the Transkei Defence Force.
Surely as things turned out

after my detention and removal from the Transkei Defence Force, only the princes
in Transkei and in the Defence Force have succeeded one another as Commander of
the TDF.

Finally, when I was detained, the Black officer who had succeeded as the Head of
BOSS had become Commissioner of Transkei Police and Head of the Transkei
Security Police when I was detained.

After my acquittal by the Supreme court in Umtata, I instructed a firm of
attorneys to suit the Transkei Government for the blatantly illegal things it
did to me while I was in detention.

In stead the Transkei Government passed legislation to indemnify itself from
such action. I could not do anything more. It is my submission Chairperson, and
your Honourable members, that jointly of severally the nine incidents I have
mentioned, amongst numerous others, convinced the powers that were in Transkei
that I deserved this most abominable and vicious sadism that I was made to
endure.

I believed in 1976 and still believe today, that the politics of the proponents
of separate development did not reduce the people of Transkei to sub-humans or
lesser people, we deserved a place in the sun that shines over all the peoples
of the earth. Operation Lullaby proved this point of view if proof were needed.

But because of my dedication to the service of my people, because of my
unswerving loyalty to them, I now know the pain, the grief, the anguish and the
agony of such loyalty.

I also request this Commission to assist me recover those things the Security
Police seized from me when I was detained. I had newspaper cuttings which I
pasted on empty

file covers, particularly newspapers of cuttings of members of the old South
African Police pointing their revolvers at gym dressed school children, the
police were pointing revolvers at school children who were wearing gym dresses
during the 1976 Soweto riots. I also had a newspaper cutting showing Hechter
Petersen being carried away after he had been shot by the police.

I also had a collection of flags I had collected during my tours overseas which
I had provided with a nice stand. I used to hoist this in my office and these
were also taken.

I would like them returned to me please.

And that this Commission must investigate who the person was who ordered my
detention. That person must appear before it to explain why I was detained and
treated in this sub-human manner.



I feel very bitter about what was done to me and the experience still haunts me
to this day. I thank you.

ADV SANDI: Thank you General. I thought you were going to explain about the
Lullaby to us. Maybe you've missed that point.

MR KESWA: The first "L", sir stands for let. "U", stands for us. The second "L",
stand for listen, the second "L" stands for learn. "A" stands for ask, the last
"BY" stands for buy. In other words sir, as we were people who had no way to be
educated we decided to go out to other countries so that we can learn and ask
and listen. Ask and listen.

After that we would buy whatever we wanted to buy. We did so, we bought things
in these countries, we learnt new things in these countries, we learnt by asking
and by listening, thank you.

ADV SANDI: Thank you General. Maybe my colleagues are

going to ask you questions, but for now I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Except for the allegations you've
mentioned, and that you mentioned that you were helping Lethuli and others, in
your tours are there any people you suspect maybe they told the Government that
you are trying to overthrow it?

MR KESWA: Honourable sir, what surprised me is that when the police, the
Security Police arrived in Inqobo, telling me to write down the allegations,
these allegations were connected with the trips I had overseas.

Sometimes I wouldn't even tell my wife when I was taking these trips, even my
assistant wouldn't know because we knew that we were from Transkei and we were
not welcome in other countries, due to political reasons.

But I thought that there were people amongst the Defence Force who took the
things that I did and they accused me of trying to overthrow the Transkei
Government, that is why I ask or request the Commission to bring forward the
person who gave orders for me to be detained.

CHAIRMAN: General, ... which by your own admission is coming to light for the
first time, I am not aware of ever hearing it or reading about it anywhere and
indeed it is a surprising revelation. What I want to know is the statement
relates of course to the training of Transkei soldiers by the United Nations
Organisation. I would like to ask two questions.

The UN is known to have played a major role in galvanising the countries of the
world against apartheid and especially against the creation of (indistinct), I
find

it very difficult to understand exactly what logic the UN used to actually train
soldiers for the Transkei. We are running after revelations of the truth and it
will be very interesting just to hear the year in which this happened and how
the UN was persuaded to take this position.

MR KESWA: Honourable Chairperson, I hope one day God will spare me to write a
book about this incidents. I don't want to pretend it wasn't, it was easy, it
wasn't a piece of cake.

I will just say it took old fashioned strategy planning. The boys I sent, let me
disclose, to Geneva in Switzerland to train, trained with other boys and other
youngsters from all the parts of the world. I believed through my studies and
through my general interest in international affairs that the United Nations



must champion the cause of the underdog.

I took politics out of it and talked to people as human beings and it worked.
Thank God it worked. Those boys are still alive, they have their certificates.
They are the only ones in South Africa with United Nations certificates, and for
good measure, I sent them to Switzerland on Transkei passports. I did it.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi. Thank you for that answer, General. Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. General, earlier on when you started, you made
a reference to this Sunday Times newspaper cutting and apparently you were going
to bring our attention to certain parts of it, would you like to do it now?

MR KESWA: Yes. Yes, please. There is a paragraph there which says I travelled
extensively overseas, studying penal

systems. If you look at that article, that is a blatant distortion of the truth.
I travelled extensively overseas studying, military systems. I was not wanting
to learn about prisons, I had already stopped working for prisons, I don't know
what I was going to do about that.

... to discredit my achievements and there is another allegation that I wrote a
book Outlawed Communities, I never wrote a book. That was a manuscript I wrote
whilst I was still in the Prison Service, studying as a student of the
University of South Africa. I was interested in prison gang warfare and I got
permission from the South African Prison's authorities to conduct that research
and I published a manuscript which incidentally was serialised by the Sunday
Times, but I never wrote a book.

And there is also an allegation there that I was arrested because of ANC
activities which were banned in South Africa and in Transkei. The fact of the
matter was that I was branded a communist, I was branded a traitor, I was
branded someone who hated Chiefs and Chieftainship.

I assumed because there is an alliance between the ANC and the South African
Communist Party. Anyone who is a communist, therefor is anti-ANC or things like
that. But those allegations, they are distortions.

ADV SANDI: Are you able to remember some of the countries you visited whilst you
were abroad?

MR KESWA: Yes. I went to Belgium, I went to Turkey, I went to Switzerland
several times, I went to Austria, I went to the UK, Italy, Israel, I spent some
time there. I went to Kenya, I went to Zimbabwe. Those are the ones that come to
mind.

ADV SANDI: I suppose in all these countries you would

meet people from the army or Heads or state. How far would you be from those
people, people who were the politicians of the countries concerned?

MR KESWA: Not directly. I would go to a country and seek intermediaries, a
connection, to try and establish a link with the military of that country. I
didn't go directly, for instance to Austria and went to the Commander of the
Austrian Defence Force, I couldn't do that, because of the politics.

Every time I had to try and get the politics out of it and meet the people
behind the politics.

ADV SANDI: Thank you General.

CHAIRMAN: General, thank you very much. We can have you for the whole day and
get quite a lot, but we don't have the time to do that today.



We thank you for sharing with us a very profound submission to the Commission.
Apart from the unique revelations that you have shared with the Commission
today, you have confirmed a number of things which many other people had been
saying to us.

The question of newspapers and how they were reporting events, we are - you will
be interested to know that we will be having a hearing which will be focusing on
the media and what the media's role was in this period that we are
investigating.

Because they like to pose now as custodians of our democracy but you are sharing
with us some very concrete events of misinformation.

You have shared with us conditions in prison and your particular quotation of a
tactic of killing someone without laying your hands on him - a number of people
will confirm

what you have shared with us.

You have shared with us something which I think is unique, how the regime
violated its own laws in the process of its repression so that they would create
conditions of how people should be treated in prison and continued to violate
it, have it in the statute but not implement it, go against it.

And of course how the regime attempted to co-opt you to the bureau of State
Security. These are very interesting revelations which you have shared with us,
apart from many others that of course we are hearing for the first time.

We wish to thank you very much for this testimony and we convey to you our
sincere sympathy on the fact that on your way to here, you had an accident just
as the gate here. We went to see your car just now and we saw how badly it is
smashed. We hope that you will be able to get it fixed and we are very sorry.

Thank you General, and you can stand down.

MR KESWA: Thank you, sir.

--------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call Refiloe Iris Koadi. We welcome you, Refiloe Iris
Koadi. Reverend Xundu will swear you in.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Ma'am will you please stand up.

REFILOE IRIS KOADI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Are you going to address us in Sotho?

MRS KOADI: Yes, I will mix Xhoza and Sotho.

CHAIRMAN: We welcome you Iris Refiloe, we will ask Reverend Xundu to ask you
questions on behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I will ask you questions Ma'am, concerning
what happened to Allan, your son, is that so?

MRS KOADI: Allan is my husband.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please repeat Ma'am.

MRS KOADI: Allan was my husband. Allan was my husband. REVD XUNDU: He was your
husband?

MRS KOADI: Yes, he was my husband.

REVD XUNDU: Can you please tell us about Allan, what happened to him? Can you
explain to us your story?

MRS KOADI: He left home on the 16th of June 1980, he was 26 years old because he
was born in 1954. He was a student at Fort Hare at that time.

He was doing his B.Proc degree, it was his fourth year. He was at home at that
time, he left home saying that he was

going to Matatiele, it was on Monday the 16th of June 1980.

I never saw him again after that day. I was pregnant during that time with our
second son. After two months one young man came, Tsepo Maki. He told me that my
husband was seen on boarders to Lusaka, he was seen crossing boarders to Lusaka.

We waited for him to come back together with our parents and months - years gone
by and in 1985 Mrs Morashani, Allan's aunt, came. She was Allan's aunt from
Moqasha, telling us that she heard rumours that Allan was shot in Empangeni by
the Boers. I didn't believe that because Tsepo Maki, who was together with him
at Fort Hare, he came to my house one day telling me that he was confirming that
Allan was dead.



But I still did not believe that because I thought that I was supposed to be
informed. But even today, I don't know what happened to him.

REVD XUNDU: Let me ask you Ma'am. Was Tsepo together with him in exile?

MRS KOADI: No, he was a soldier here at home.

REVD XUNDU: Who told him, who told Tsepo that your husband was killed?

MRS KOADI: I didn't ask him anything.

REVD XUNDU: They said that he was killed in Empangeni?

MRS KOADI: The person who confirmed that he was killed in Empangeni, was Gotsho
Madli, who was a student together with him in Fort Hare.

REVD XUNDU: Was he from exile or was he inside here?

MRS KOADI: He was from exile. He left with Allan.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ask any questions to the ANC officials to help you with your
husband's disappearance?

MRS KOADI: Can you please repeat sir.

REVD XUNDU: Did you make any attempts to go to ANC to go and enquire about your
husband's disappearance?

MRS KOADI: No, I did not make any, I did not go there because I didn't know what
to do and where to go.

REVD XUNDU: Your request to the Commission, you request the Commission to help
you to investigate this matter.

MRS KOADI: What I would like the Commission, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to do is, I want the Commission to help me to find the perpetrators
and I want to know what happened to him because I was not informed maybe by the
Government. Together with my family, we were not informed that he was killed, so
that we can take his bones and bury them at home.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

MRS KOADI: I have three children. One girl and two boys.

REVD XUNDU: How are they surviving?

MRS KOADI: They are surviving sir and the - my first born, when he was 15 years
old, he had fits and he is under treatment, he managed to pass standard 10 in
Mareazela, but because we did not have money for him to go to school, he is now
in the Strategy Community College in Matatiele, he is doing a diploma in
business management, but his aim was to do law, but I had no means to send him
to University.

My second born in doing standard 10 in Muchess Secondary School and the last one
is doing standard six.

REVD XUNDU: Except for the requests you have made in your statements, do you
have any other thing you want the Commission to do for you?

MRS KOADI: My request together with Qwati's family is

that we would like the Commission to help us. We want to rebury Allan's remains
at home where his children and grandchildren will be able to point his grave.



Another request is that I would like to be helped with my children because their
future is not bright right now, I would like them to further their education.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all Ma'am?

MRS KOADI: Yes, I think that is all.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mrs Koadi, and I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to ask one question. Allan, your husband, is there any
evidence that he was a member of Umkonto We Sizwe?

MRS KOADI: Yes, the young men who went to exile with him but they are back now,
they told us that they were together with him, he was a soldier of Umkonto We
Sizwe.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they tell you in which office you can go in order to know
whether he was under a certain mission so that you can know what happened to
your husband?

MRS KOADI: No, there is nothing I found concerning this matter.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ma'am.

MRS KOADI: Thank you sir. And I would like to thank the Government which helped
us through the Truth and Reconciliation Commission that after so many years we
didn't know who to talk to and the Government helped us through the Commission
that we can come forward and tell the world what happened to us, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ma'am. Thank you Ma'am, and we thank the interpreter as
well for assisting us. This is a sad story, Mrs Koadi.

And we do listen to such stories as we are going around, stories of children who
were fighting but the parents of these children are left alone and they are not
aware or they do not know what happened to their children.

What is the most painful thing is that those who were Commanders of Umkonto We
Sizwe, we would like them to report to the parents of the children who fell
down, but unfortunately we get reports that there are parents who have no
knowledge about or the whereabouts of their children, they do not know what
happened to their children.

The story of your husband, Allan, falls under this category. You don't know
whether to believe that he was killed in Empangeni because there was no direct
report to you.

We as the Commission, we will try to help people with regard to this matter.
Your request is that if your husband died, you want his remains to be brought
back to you so that they can be reburied and I think we will look at this
matter.

And I would like to say that this is a very hard request, because there are many
people who come in front of this Commission asking or requesting that they would
be given the remains of their family members, so that they can be reburied.

As the Commission, we are trying to do this. In Durban we saw that bones were
dug and they were going to be given to the parents of these children so that
they can be reburied in a dignified manner.

Our answer is that we will try but the truth is that there are thousands of
cases such as this one, and some of them Mrs Koadi, will not be solved. But I
want to say that



we promise that those cases in which we can be able to help, we will do that and
we will rely to perpetrators and to tell the world that we did this to this
person and to show us where they buried these people, so that we can go there
and take the remains to the family, so that they can be reburied.

We would like to thank you for your statement and we thank you for coming here
to the Commission to tell us the story about your husband.

You showed us that you are a strong person. You have strength although this
tragedy happened to you. We will try as a Commission to do whatever we can.
Thank you very much.

MRS KOADI: I will be happy if the Commission can try to do something for me.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: FANELE LUNGU

DAY: 2 AREA: LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

ADV SANDI: Mjwenjwe Twenty Joyi? Is he not here?

Fanele Lungu? Nofuduka Eleanor Mamjoli Xhakana?

FANELE LUNGU: (sworn states)

CHAIRMAN: I would request you to put on your microphones because you are going
to be asked questions in English. We will start with Mr Lungu.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

Mr Lungu can you hear me? You are here today to talk about your wife and about
yourself. You are from Izekelo Bizana. Is that right?

MR LUNGU: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And your family life was very sadly effected by your detention and
that of your wife, Emily.

MR LUNGU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Now you were arrested twice. Is that correct?

MR LUNGU: Yes, I was arrested twice.

MS CRICHTON: The first time you were arrested from your house. Is that correct?
In Bizana.

MR LUNGU: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And then in 1961 you were detained again for another three months.

MR LUNGU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: This affected you badly, physically it affected you. Can you
explain to me what the effects were? What happened to you as a result of that
time in detention?

MR LUNGU: Can you please repeat your question?

MS CRICHTON: You were physically injured while you were in detention. What were
the results of those injuries?

MR LUNGU: It was very cold in the cells at that time. I was affected by that
cold and my ear was also affected.

MS CRICHTON: And I believe your eye was also affected?

MR LUNGU: Yes, I am blind in my one eye.



MS CRICHTON: Your wife was arrested. For what reason?

MR LUNGU: She was arrested because she was a member of Congo.

MS CRICHTON: And what happened to her?

MR LUNGU: She was pregnant and she lost the baby, that was when they released
her. That baby died inside.

MS CRICHTON: So she was released straight after that.

Mr Lungu you asked the Commission for assistance. Would you like to tell what it
is you are requesting?

MR LUNGU: Anything the Commission will do for me, is fine with me. There is
nothing specific I would like.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything else you wish to say?

MR LUNGU: No thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Lungu.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Lungu, I find out that you were detained and you were ill-treated
while in detention and after that your wife was also detained and she was
pregnant and she lost the baby. After that she died.

I want to know, when you made the statement to the Commission, did you make only
one statement or two?

Because you have to make your statement because you were tortured while in
detention and you have to make a second statement concerning the arrest of your
wife and the death of the baby and the death of your wife.

If you have made one statement I would like you to make another statement
concerning your wife, because these are two different matters. We cannot combine
them in one statement. Can you understand me?

MR LUNGU: I made two statements and I stated in my statement that I was detained
twice and I also mentioned that my wife was released because she lost the baby.

At the time of her release I was still in jail and the police came to tell me
about this.

I did make two statements.

----------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: AGNESS MAMSARENI MAGAWANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

AGNESS MAMSARENI MAGAWANA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: You are going to talk about Barnabas Mhlati Magawana. How are you
related?

MS MAGAWANA: He was my elder brother.

ADV SANDI: You say that he was executed in Pretoria.

Why was he hanged?

MS MAGAWANA: They came to look for him at his home. He was not here. Only the
wife was there. They then ordered the wife to leave. The wife left and went back
to her own home.

On the Wednesday he went to look for his wife. That is the day that they
detained him.

ADV SANDI: So he was detained at his wife's home?

MS MAGAWANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was he detained because he was an ANC member?

MS MAGAWANA: Yes. He would open the meeting with prayer when there was a Congo
meeting.

ADV SANDI: You say that there was a court case in Kokstad. Was there a court
case in Kokstad?

MS MAGAWANA: I do not remember that... Yes he was detained Bizana, then Kokstad,
then Pretoria.

ADV SANDI: Who was he with?

MS MAGAWANA: Douglas as well.

ADV SANDI: What were they accused of?

MS MAGAWANA: Apparently they had killed a Chief.

ADV SANDI: What was the name of the Chief?

MS MAGAWANA: Chief Stanford.

ADV SANDI: Did you see him before he was executed?

MS MAGAWANA: Yes, some of my other brothers went. We could not afford to go.

ADV SANDI: Your request is that he should be exhumed and buried at home? Do you



have another request?

MS MAGAWANA: If the Government could give us some form of compensation, because
we lost a brother.

ADV SANDI: You need compensation?

MS MAGAWANA: Yes, whatever compensation they can give us.

ADV SANDI: Is that all?

MS MAGAWANA: Yes that is all Sir.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NOMGWENA MANCANCENI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NOMGWENA MANCANCENI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Mancanceni, in your statement you have mentioned that your house
was also burnt.

MR MANCANCENI: Yes, it was at night. I heard the dog barking outside and the
house was in flames at that time. I noticed Mbawatha and Magucubola's boy,
Nzedile. I noticed them, although it was at night. They ran away and my house
and furniture was on fire at that time.

When my wife went out to look she just collapsed. Nonkonyane said that he will
sent his people. Our house were burnt down and our furniture.

In our village I was under particular .... Bukrula his father, was treating us
well. I had a case in Kauqini and I won that case. Bukrula took my field, my
crops and he took over my crops because he said that he did not like me.

MR SANDI: Mr Mancanceni, this organisation which Mr Skhosana has just mentioned,
were you a member of this organisation?

MR MANCANCENI: We were together with Nojilo in this organisation. We were
accused of disrupting the village.

Mandela went in prison, he was arrested, because he was fighting for us, that is
why we were killed, even today, it was only God's grace that saved us.

I was under Pathekile and Pathekile died.

MR SANDI: You say Sir, if I understand you clearly, by

coming here you are risking your life? Can you please explain what you have just
said?

MR MANCANCENI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is there anyone who want to injure you as you came to the Commission
to tell your stories? Are you threatened by anyone?

MR MANCANCENI: What I can say is that the people of our village are said to be
against Bukrula, but we are only fighting for our organisation.

MR SANDI: Did you go to the police to report this matter? Did you go to the
police to tell them that your house was burnt?

MR MANCANCENI: I sent one of my children. The police did not come. No one came,
no police came to look at our houses. We were too scared to go around in our
village because we were said to be killed.

If I was a coward I would have left my village but I told myself that I would
die in that village because I was working for my children. I wanted to feed my



children and to support them. That is why I decided that I am not going to leave
my village.

MR SANDI: According to your knowledge are there any people in your village who
belong to this organisation whose houses were burnt and who was threatened
because they were members of this organisation?

MR MANCANCENI: In our area there are three of us whose houses were burnt down.

MR SANDI: Are there any other people in your village whose houses were burnt
down or who were threatened or harassed because they were members of this
organisation?

MR MANCANCENI: There is one Cumgunzana in our village.

MR SANDI: Except for this incident Sir, is there any other thing that happened
to you?

MR MANCANCENI: No, there is nothing except for that my house was burnt down?

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Sir

MR MANCANCENI: Yes that is all. We could not do anything because if a person is
a leader or a vula in a village he has to go and look to the damages. He did not
go. How can he get a salary when he does not even look after us? When our houses
are burnt down he did not check.

MR SANDI: Mr Mancanceni, do you have any people you suspect who have burnt your
houses?

MR MANCANCENI: No, but the Chief was supposed to go and look at our houses. This
was a disgrace that we were in this village and our houses were burnt down and
the Chief did not even come to look at what was happening.

MR SANDI: Mr Mancanceni, I would like you to face me as you are giving your
evidence, so that you can see me when I want to talk to you.

In conclusion Mr Mancanceni, what is your request to the Commission?

MR MANCANCENI: My request to the Government is that I want the Government to
support me.

Secondly we need clean water and electricity.

I also have another request. I would like the Government to help us with our
roads. Those are my requests.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Mancanceni and we will now go to Mr Phangomso.

---------------

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-03-1997 NAME: ADELAIDE K. MATANDELA

ADELAIDE M. BUNGANE

CASE:

DAY 3

CHAIRMAN: We request that we begin our proceedings for the day. If we could bow
down our heads and pray please.

THE COMMISSION COMMENCES WITH PRAYERS

CHAIRMAN: We request that Ms Maya gives us the proceedings for the day.

MS MAYA: This third day of our hearings in Lusikisiki, the 26th of march 1997, I
am going to read a list of people who are going to be witnessing today before
this Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

I am going to read their names as they would have appeared. Some of them are not
here yet, therefor we are going to start with those that are present. I am going
to read the witness' name, the victim, and what happened to the victim. Also
where the victim comes from.

We have Adelaide Khanyisile Matandela, he is going to talk about Dumisani
Macbeth Matandela, who was murdered in Maseru from Matatiele in 1982. Then
Adelaide Mokete Bungane, who is going to talk about Mzwandile Mbuso Bungane, who
was also killed in Maseru in 1982.

Refiloe Iris Koadi is going to talk about Allan Khorong Koadi. He is from Mt
Fletcher and disappeared in 1985. Eleazor Keswa will be talking about himself.
He was severely ill-treated from Umzimkhulu in 1981.

George Ndini Simayile, who will be talking about David

Simayile, who was murdered from Flagstaff in 1986. Nyatelwa

Mnoxwa, who will be talking about himself. He was tortured. He is from Bizana
and this happened in 1971. Mgotywa Japan Ngwenya will be talking about himself,
attempted murder in 1982.

Nodinga Doris Mamanci Twabu, who will be talking about Siyabulela Twabu who was
murdered in Bizana in 1985. Ndengezi Makhokhoba, who will be talking about
Mfolwane Mbele, who was tortured in Bizana in 1970.

Merriman Sipho Sikutshwa, will be talking about himself, Lena Mamanci Sikutshwa,
they were both severely ill-treated in Bizana in 1960. Thengiwe Bester Khwezi,
will be talking about Mabila Ju Khwezi, severe ill-treatment, Bizana, 1971.

Hlokomani Alfred Shaza, will be talking about himself and his wife, Madimane
Shaza, severe ill-treatment, his house was burnt down, his wife murdered, who
was pregnant, his son was murdered and his house burnt down for the second time
to a place where he had run to, this happened in Bizana in Durban, this happened
from 1963 to 1980.

Louisa Nonzwakazi Ndamase, will be talking about himself, severe ill-treatment
in Tabankulu in 1991. The next are from Matatiele and they are talking about the



same incident: Ntombentsundu Gladys Ndaba, will be talking about herself. Her
house got burnt down.

Ansarah Ndabakazi Zokwe, talking about Obet Zokwe. Eunice Nozizwe Ndaba, will be
talking about herself, her house was burnt down. Nombuyiselo Tabalaza, will be
talking about herself, her house was burnt down. Busisiwe Ndabambi, will be
talking about herself, her house was burnt down.

Jeanette Nomachule Ndlebe, she will be talking about

herself, her house was burnt down. Barnabas Mbulelo Kekeni

Ndleleni, will be talking about herself, her property was damaged. This all
happened in Matatiele in 1990.

Nkebe Soswiti Mdutshane, will be talking about himself of attempted murder.
Welcome Mtutuzelijare, will be talking about himself, attempted murder.
Mandlakayise Singleton Lumbo, his house was burnt down. Mabutha Magebethu Tonga,
will be talking about Dlayiseka Tonga, who was murdered.

Mantwanantle Thandeka Mbalogontsi, will be talking about Vulindlela Mbaligontsi,
who was murdered. Amos Mazizi Kango, will be talking about himself, his house
was burnt down. They are all from Flagstaff, the same incident.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Ms Maya. We would like to greet and welcome everybody
here today. We thank them for the effort they took to be here, even though the
weather is not so good. We will try to do this quickly so that people can go
home whilst the weather is still good and the roads are good.

We will start with Adelaide Khanyisile Matandela and Adelaide Mokete Bungane.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, may I swear them in. Adelaide Khanyisile Matandela,
won't you please stand up.

ADELAIDE KHANYISILE MATANDELA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mrs Iris Koadi, please stand up.

REFILOE IRIS KOADI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Excuse me Mr Chairperson, I read incorrectly number 3 - Adelaide
Mokete Bungane.

ADELAIDE MOKETE BUNGANE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am. Mr Chairperson, they have been sworn in properly.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend Xundu. Thank you Ma'am, we are going to listen
to you as you are going to give us a fuller picture of how our people were
attacked in Maseru.

We will ask Ntsiki Sandi to lead evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good morning to you. We are going to start
with Mrs Matandela. As she had already said Chairperson - the Chairperson had
already said that you are going to talk about your children that were shot.

Mrs Matandela, your child was Dumisani Macbeth Matandela, is that so?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes.



ADV SANDI: How old was he?

MRS MATANDELA: He was 22, because he was born in 1960.

ADV SANDI: Would you tell us briefly about his life before he went to Maseru?

MRS MATANDELA: My son was at Msweshwe Secondary School. When the schools
reopened in June, he went back to school as usual. That is the last time I saw
him.

A while after that a policeman came asking me where my son was. I said that he
is at school. He then asked when last I saw him. I said that the last time I had
seen him was when he had gone back to school. He then asked if he had come back
home at all. I said no.

Then he came another time and asked for photographs. He had a picture, his
niece's picture. I was wondering why he was showing me this picture. He said
that children don't do what they are supposed to do at school. I did not know
what he was talking about because as far as I knew my child was at school.

He asked for his pictures, I went to get his pictures. He - I said actually that
we did have photo albums, I showed him the albums. There was a picture that was
vague, he was looking at the side, he then asked for this picture.

I thought that perhaps he is going to use this picture. He said he would bring
it back, I have him two pictures. He left with the pictures. He never came back
with the pictures to this day.

After that, police would come at all sorts of hours asking for my sons, the one
was in Johannesburg. They asked when he was coming back, I said I did not know.

They would open my cupboards, throw my clothes on the floor, walk around. They
would leave without having said what they wanted from me. In December Mrs
Mgqwala came to me house with Mrs Mhlavuli.

ADV SANDI: How were you related to Mrs Mgqwala?

MRS MATANDELA: She was just a neighbour.

ADV SANDI: You say it was she and Mrs Khanyisile?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes, they then told me that they got a report telephonically
saying that my son was passed away. I was very confused.

They then reiterated that Dumisani had passed away.

ADV SANDI: Was Dumisani one of the victims that had been shot in Maseru?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were you able to go to Maseru as a family to the funeral?

MRS MATANDELA: We were not allowed to go to the funeral.

ADV SANDI: Did you make a request?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes, we went to the police to request permission.

ADV SANDI: How did you feel that you could not even bury your child who was shot
dead in a foreign land? How did you feel that as a family, you could not see him
for the last time and bury him?

MRS MATANDELA: Well, we were not allowed. We did not have passes, we were simply



not permitted.

ADV SANDI: How did you feel?

MRS MATANDELA: We did not appreciate that, it was terrible. To this day, we have
not been to his grave.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement here, you have made requests first you
say, these people, the perpetrators, they should come forward and ask at least
for forgiveness.

Could you elaborate please so that it is clear what it is that you are
requesting?

MRS MATANDELA: We want to know who the perpetrators are because we are not
satisfied with just a report that says that he was killed.

ADV SANDI: Who is Vuyo Matandela?

MRS MATANDELA: That is his son.

ADV SANDI: How old was he when his father was killed?

MRS MATANDELA: Vuyo was four months old, because he was born in July, 27.

ADV SANDI: You said you have a request in connection with Vuyo?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes, I do. I am not working, I am unemployed. I cannot support
him, I live on pension.

ADV SANDI: Is there another request that you perhaps remember as you gave a
statement?

Are you getting a pension?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes, I get a pension from old age.

ADV SANDI: Is that all the requests that you have?

MRS MATANDELA: We never went to Lesotho to see the grave. If my child's body
could be exhumed and be buried back home.

ADV SANDI: Did you go ask for advice, to an attorney perhaps?

MRS MATANDELA: No, we did not go to an attorney.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Matandela, is that all?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Matandela. Mrs Bungane, you say that your son - what
was his name?

MRS BUNGANE: Mbuso Mzwandile.

ADV SANDI: How old was he?

MRS BUNGANE: He was 19 years of age, he was born in 1963.

ADV SANDI: When did he leave for Maseru?

MRS BUNGANE: He left when the schools were going to reopen, it was in 1982. I
can't remember the date.



ADV SANDI: Did they leave together with Dumisani?

MRS BUNGANE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: When he was in Maseru, before he was shot, had they written to you or
phoned you?

INTERPRETER: The speaker's mike is not on. The witnesses mike is not on.

ADV SANDI: Did this young man write to you?

MRS BUNGANE: He wrote a letter.

ADV SANDI: Did he write a letter home?

MRS BUNGANE: He wrote to me, he was asking for money.

ADV SANDI: Are there things that he mentioned in the letter referring to his
life?

MRS BUNGANE: No. He just said that they might have to go overseas to school.

ADV SANDI: What standard was he doing at the time?

MRS BUNGANE: He was in Matric.

ADV SANDI: Were you able to go to the funeral?

MRS BUNGANE: I did not go because I was expecting them - I was expecting their
bodies to be sent home. My brother went, he travelled from Bloemfontein.

ADV SANDI: Did you have a legal representative or perhaps did the organisation
try to help you to bring the children's bodies this side?

MRS BUNGANE: We did not have a legal representative.

ADV SANDI: Was it your wish to go to Maseru to bury your own child?

MRS BUNGANE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You did not get permission?

MRS BUNGANE: I did not request that I be permitted to go to Maseru, I simply
requested that my child's body be brought home.

They however, refused. They said that the ANC could not come this side to bury
our children.

ADV SANDI: Before your son left, were there problems, conflict perhaps with the
police?

MRS BUNGANE: Yes, well the police would come to my house all the time.

ADV SANDI: Therefor the police were quite oppressive?

MRS BUNGANE: They did nothing to me really, they would just ask questions. The
following week they would go to somebody else, otherwise they never really
oppressed me.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember the requests that you made to the Commission?

MRS BUNGANE: I have children, I am unemployed, and I do not get a pension. My



husband passed away quite a while back. It is difficult for me to live day to
day. I had requests.

ADV SANDI: According to this statement, you say that you would like to know who
the perpetrators are. Do you have particular reasons for wanting to know who the
perpetrators are?

MRS BUNGANE: I just want to know the truth because it was very painful. Even - I
would like to know them, but there is nothing I can do really.

ADV SANDI: You heard Mrs Matandela say that these people should come forward,
the perpetrators, and ask for forgiveness to the victims.

MRS BUNGANE: I hears her saying that today. We don't live in the same area. Yes,
I heard her.

ADV SANDI: What do you think about that request that the perpetrators should
come forward asking for forgiveness?

MRS BUNGANE: It should be so so that we can have peace in our hearts. They must
ask for forgiveness.

ADV SANDI: You made a request about children that are at school - who are these
children?

MRS BUNGANE: Yolanda Bungane and Anene.

ADV SANDI; Are these your children?

MRS BUNGANE: They are my children.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you have to say Ma'am?

MRS BUNGANE: Yes. We would like to see where our children are buried.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Bungane, I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I just want to ask a question to both of you Mrs Matandela and Mrs
Bungane. Mrs Matandela, in our work with the Commission, we meet a lot of -
quite a few parents whose children died in Maseru. I would like to know from you
when they put forward their requests before the

Commission, some request that as the children were buried in Maseru and there
was a tombstone there to commemorate this children and their names were written
on this tombstone, some say that the bodies should not be exhumed, because they
were buried in a place where heroes were buried, but some other parents request
that these bodies should be exhumed so that their children be buried in South
Africa - maybe you can advise us.

I am not saying it would happen as you wish, but we would like to know what you
think about these different views? I am not sure whether my question is clear?

MRS MATANDELA: Yes, we understand. Can I answer first please? Personally, my
view is that they should be exhumed and our heroes should be buried in South
Africa, not in a foreign land. Because when they are buried in Lesotho, it is
like they are thrown away, but when they are buried in South Africa, it doesn't
matter where they are, we will have peace in our hearts, because at least they
will be in our land.

MRS BUNGANE: That is a heavy question that you have asked sir. I am not quite
sure whether my wish is correct. I would ... (tape ends)

CHAIRMAN: It is something that is heavy indeed, Ma'am, you do not have to give



an answer now. Clearly Mrs Matandela has thought about this. Maybe the
Commission can try such that there is a meeting with all the parents because of
they exhumed, they should all be exhumed, if things are going to be left as they
are, all the children will be left as they are.

Reverend Xundu who was at the funeral at Maseru, would like to thank you on
behalf of the Commission.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. First of all, I would like to thank you
because it is clear that these children sucked from heroes.

You brought them up, they would not have wanted liberation such that they
sacrificed their lives if they were not brought up by parents like you.

The entire South Africa and foreign people were there to pay tribute, thanking
these children, saluting them for the sacrifice that they made.

The late Oliver Thambo also had risked his life and went to Lesotho, but he said
that if these children had sacrificed their lives, then they were in just as
much risk as he was putting himself in.

This reflects that these children were precious to the organisation. I know that
it was not right that you were not able to go to the funeral, but please put
your hearts at rest because a lot of people went there. Their blood was shed to
water the soil that planted the plants of liberation.

Lesotho allowed us to make a heroes acre so that people know that we fought in
the struggle and now are liberated. Your children's names are documented in the
history of this country, that is a monument. Perhaps you can all go and put a
wreath there.

Please be strong, we thank you that you brought up these children such that they
struggled for liberation. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, you may step down.

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NELSIE MAYIDUME

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NELSIE MAYIDUME: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Mayidume you have the evidence that have been put before us. I
want to know if you are confirming this evidence. If you are, is there something
you would like to add?

MRS MAYIDUME: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

There is nothing I would like to add because my requests are documented. I just
pray that the Lord may fulfil my needs.

I also request that something may be done to commemorate Nonqulana so that the
future generations may see where the battle started and men died for our land.

Thank you Sir.

 

--------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: KHINTANA MBEKWA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

KHINTANA MBEKWA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: How are you related to Sibunu?

MR MBEKWA: My grandmother. I have come to talk about Mbekwa.

REV XUNDU: He also was one of the victims of the Nonqulana incident at Bizana.
Is that so?

MR MBEKWA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What happened? Was he detained?

MR MBEKWA: Yes he was detained.

REV XUNDU: Where?

MR MBEKWA: A lot of places, Bizana, Lusikisiki.

REV XUNDU: When was he released?

MR MBEKWA: He was detained for two years, released in the third year.

REV XUNDU: How was he health wise?

MR MBEKWA: He was ill of health. He would tell us how he was ill treated. He
said that they were beaten up all the time. They were accused of not respecting
the Government. He was very thin when he was released. Blind as well.

REV XUNDU: And his arm?

MR MBEKWA: He said that he had been hit with the back of a gun and he could not
use his right arm, therefore his health just deteriorated. And it deteriorated
until such time that he died. He could not work even on his plantations, because
he had no strength.

REV XUNDU: And his cattle, his livestock?

MR MBEKWA: The people who worked together with the Government they destroyed his
livestock. They poisoned his cattle.

REV XUNDU: What is your request to the Commission?

MR MBEKWA: I request that the Commission give me a bit of money so that I can
solve problems that emanated from this incident.

REV XUNDU: You also requested that your roads be fixed up. I have got a list of
requests here.

MR MBEKWA: Yes those are my requests.



REV XUNDU: What is your clan name?

MR MBEKWA: Gadebe.

REV XUNDU: You have also requested that we build a tombstone.

MR MBEKWA: Yes it would be good, because some of my people died. I could request
that as well.

REV XUNDU: Anything else?

MR MBEKWA: No. Thank you. Maybe I will give the other a chance.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Tlobi.

MR MBEKWA: You are a very kind man.

 

----------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NORMA KUBISHI MBWANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

---------------------------------------------------------

NORMA KUBISHI MBWANA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: You have heard Thlapo Silangwe giving evidence here yesterday. Is
there something that you would like to add?

MS MBWANA: No Sir. I am not going to add anything.

I am very glad that Nonqulana was mentioned here today and it was clarified that
Nonqulana is a historical mountain, so that the next generations know that this
was the origin where people died for the land.

If the Government can do something about Nonqulana we would be very pleased.

Thank you.

 

--------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NOBAWO MILDRED MDLAMLA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NOBAWO MILDRED MDLAMLA: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Madam the evidence that you are going to give is about Bambaliphi
Mdlamla. Is that so?

MS MDLAMLA: Yes.

MS MAYA: How are you related?

MS MDLAMLA: He was my husband.

MS MAYA: You say that in 1960, June, after people had been shot at Ngquza he was
taken by the police, beaten up and detained. Is that so?

MS MDLAMLA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you know where he was detained?

MS MDLAMLA: He was detained in three prisons.

MS MAYA: Which jails are these?

MS MDLAMLA: Ngoeleni, Moanduli and Bizana.

MS MAYA: How long was he in detention.

MS MDLAMLA: One year.

MS MAYA: How was he, when he came back?

MS MDLAMLA: He was very ill. He was swollen up, especially his face.

MS MAYA: Did he tell you the causes?

MS MDLAMLA: He said he was constantly beaten up.

MS MAYA: In solitary confinement?

MS MDLAMLA: He said that the cell that he was in was not sheltered. When it
rained, it would rain on them. We would take him from hospital to hospital,
thinking that he would improve. He would cough blood.

MS MAYA: For how many years did he live after he was released?

MS MDLAMLA: A year.

MS MAYA: Where did he die?

MS MDLAMLA: At home.



MS MAYA: You say that after he was detained he was bedridden.

MS MDLAMLA: In hospital, yes.

MS MAYA: Do you have requests to give to the Commission?

MS MDLAMLA: Yes I do have a request. I have children. I have no strength to
support them.

MS MAYA: How many children are you supporting?

MS MDLAMLA: Five.

MS MAYA: Are they at school?

MS MDLAMLA: Three are at school.

MS MAYA: Do you have another request madam?

MS MDLAMLA: No madam.

MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say?

MS MDLAMLA: Yes madam. Thank you.

 

-----------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-03-1997 NAME: NKEBE S. MDUTSHANE

WELCOME M. JARA

MANDLAKAYISE S. LUMBO

MABUTHA M. TONGA

M. T. MBALIGONTSI

AMOS M. KANGO

CASE:

DAY 3

CHAIRMAN: We request that these people come forward. Mr Nkebe Soswiti Mdutshane,
Welcome Mtutuzeli Jara, Mandlakayise Singleton Lumbo, Mabutha Magebethu Tonga,
Mantwantle Thandeka Mbaligontsi and Amos Mazizi Kango.

REVD XUNDU: Can I swear them in Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, you may swear them in.

NKEBE SOSWITI MDUTSHANE: (sworn states)

WELCOME MTUTUZELI JARA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

MANDLAKAYISE SINGLETON LUMBO: (sworn states)

MABUTHA MAGEBETHU TONGA: (sworn states)

MANTWANTLE THANDEKA MBALIGONTSI: (sworn states)

AMOS MAZIZI KANGO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in. Your
stories are very similar, let's try not to be repetitive. Some of you are just
going to confirm. I am going to start with you Mr Nkebe Mdutshane. Could you
briefly tell us, give us a picture of what happened in your village?

MR MDUTSHANE: There was unrest. I don't know the details.

The start and the finish, I just know that I was hurt and injured. I just know
about my injuries. I was from home, I was going to Maqageni and there were
people there.

My injuries I sustained when I was at home, I heard a noise, I got out and I
went to Maqageni. I was not going to people I knew, I started walking ahead and
I went over the fence. As I looked back, there were two people after me, they
were running.

I knew these people, it is people I stayed with in the village. I went back
towards them. Before I got to them, as I was trying to go over the fence again,



they had already passed me when I had gone over the fence. As I was going,
running up the garden, there were people on both sides.

I could not run. Then an elderly man came, this woman's husband, he was running
after these two people, running behind them. There were trees there and he
started approaching me. As I was standing there Mandlagentle and Bothla came.

When this man just went over the fence, a bullet followed and this bullet hit
me. As I was running down the garden, I fell down and they came. This lady's
husband they had surrounded by divine intervention as I got up, they hit me on
the leg.

When I was trying to run over the fence, I got stabbed on my back and I fell
over the fence. I tried to get up, I saw the people that were killing this
lady's husband. I don't know whether I can mention their names.

REVD XUNDU: Let's just revert back to your statement. I just want you to clarify
something, what was the cause of this? What were you fighting about?

MR MDUTSHANE: This trumpet that called people.

REVD XUNDU: What was the cause?

MR MDUTSHANE: There was a gathering where everybody was called. In that
gathering there was - people started toyi-tyoing. I was not there.

REVD XUNDU: Who called the meeting?

MR MDUTSHANE: Dutshane. The Chief.

REVD XUNDU: The same Chief, he is an Inkatha member?

MR MDUTSHANE: The Chief was against the toyi-toyi.

REVD XUNDU: Was the toyi-toyi there anywhere?

MR MDUTSHANE: It had just started.

REVD XUNDU: The Chief was against the toyi-toyi?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did the Chief come to the toyi-toyi?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes, he did because everybody was there, but we heard that the
toyi-toyi was not legal there.

REVD XUNDU: Were you part of a toyi-toyi?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes, I was part of a toyi-toyi, but on this particular day I was
not there.

REVD XUNDU: What happened at Qoboso after that?

MR MDUTSHANE: It was when I got injured after that.

REVD XUNDU: In other words, you want to say because there was conflict and
violence there was toyi-toyi and the Chief was against the toyi-toyi, that is
why you are here? Can you please tell us in which organisation your Chief
belonged to?

MR MDUTSHANE: I don't know, but he just said he doesn't want any toyi-toyi, even
today in our village.



REVD XUNDU: What is your request then to the Commission, what would you like the
Commission to do concerning this matter?

MR MDUTSHANE: Can you please repeat sir?

REVD XUNDU: What is your request? What would you advise the Commission
concerning the situation in your village?

MR MDUTSHANE: Do you mean in terms of conflict?

REVD XUNDU: What is your request, what is your request to the Commission?

MR MDUTSHANE: My request to the Commission?

REVD XUNDU: Why are you here? What is your clan name?

MR MDUTSHANE: I am Mdutshane.

REVD XUNDU: Mdutshane, why did you come here?

MR MDUTSHANE: I came here because I was asked to come here and explain how I got
injured.

REVD XUNDU: Since you were injured, what would you like the Commission to do?

MR MDUTSHANE: My request to the Commission sir, is that there is conflict in our
village.

REVD XUNDU: In other words you want peace amongst the people?

MR MDUTSHANE: I want the Chief to be out of that village and we want someone
else to come and rule us.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement you mentioned that your leg does not function
properly?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes, sir, even today my leg is painful.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you want to say or do you have any other requests?

MR MDUTSHANE: My other request is that as I got injured that day, I don't think
there will be any man that will employ me.

REVD XUNDU: In other words you are asking for a pension grant?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all sir?

MR MDUTSHANE: Yes, that is all.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mbambani. Before we proceed to the next one, Mdutshane has
already said that toyi-toyi, meaning the ANC was - the Chief was against the
toyi-toyi, this led to these people being injured. I want to know whether Mr
Jara, whether you have anything to add? What is your clan name?

MR JARA: I am Joly from the Batqa clan.

REVD XUNDU: What can you add sir?

MR JARA: Yes, I would like to add something. In the past time Chief as
Mdutshane, called a meeting when the organisations were launched, he told us to



join the organisations.

After that he told us that he belonged to CONTRALESA, he wanted people to join
organisations. As we were trying to learn about the ANC our Chief was against
the ANC, he said that the ANC wants to overthrow him.

He said that he will be against the ANC because people of the ANC wanted to
overthrow him, his committees. I went to him and I told him that negotiate with
these people, the ANC people because there is conflict in the village. We were
in his house when we were discussing this.

He told me to go to the office to speak with other people in his office, with
his committee. I went to them and told them that we must sit down and discuss
this matter. Your organisation and the ANC must sit down and discuss. One man,
Mr Majojo said that in our village there will be no toyi-toyi.

Mahambiyela Mijeka supported Majojo, that there will be no village which will
support toyi-toyi. Keswill also supported that idea. Mpungjeswanjoqo said that
we are going

to be against the toyi-toyi and we will fight with these people.

We had another meeting on the 13th, but I was not present on that meeting. I
came back home late and I heard that people who were toyi-toying were beaten up
by the committee of the Chief. On the 14th in 1992, I woke up that morning, I
heard gunshots and trumpets, I went to the veld. I heard gunshots all the time,
after a while the gunshots stopped and the houses were burning down. When we
came back, the police came and they took us with their police vans to Flagstaff.

We stayed in prison in Flagstaff, I am not sure for how long.

REVD XUNDU: Sir was there anyone arrested concerning this incident when your
houses were burning down?

MR JARA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a court case?

MR JARA: There were charges laid.

REVD XUNDU: Who burnt down your houses?

MR JARA: I don't know who burnt our houses.

REVD XUNDU: Did you lay a charge?

MR JARA: No.

REVD XUNDU: But according to your view, who do you think was the leader of these
people?

MR JARA: I think it was the people who were against the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: The houses which were burnt down that day, the houses which burnt
down, were those houses belonging to members of the ANC?

MR JARA: No, because our Chief's house also burnt down. I don't know who burnt
down these houses because I was in the

forrest.

REVD XUNDU: You were in the forrest and you don't know what happened?



MR JARA: No.

REVD XUNDU: You just heard a trumpet?

MR JARA: Yes, I just heard a trumpet and I went to the forrest, I also heard
gunshots.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like us to do for you sir?

MR JARA: I would like the Commission to help me because I have six children, one
of them is doing standard 10, the other one standard nine, the other one
standard eight and I am trying to build my house.

I will have a request that the Commission help me with my four-roomed house, the
Commission will see what to do.

REVD XUNDU: What can be done so that there can be peace in your area?

MR JARA: If Chief Mdutshane can leave the place, there won't be conflict.

REVD XUNDU: if (indistinct) can be a Chief. Is he the one who is killing you?

MR JARA: He is the one who was arrested because he was leading the toyi-toyi. We
want him to come back to rule our village.

REVD XUNDU: All you have said, have been recorded sir, thank you. We will now
call Mandlakayise Singleton Lumbo. We want to know your clan name sir, what is
your clan name?

MR LUMBO: My surname is Lumbo, I am from the Mpote, my clan name is Mkonde.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have anything to add or what can you add in what have already
been said, because we have already heard the story?

MR LUMBO: Yes, I want to add something because my house was burnt down that day.
As Mr Mdutshane has already said, our Chief is against us. There is no peace, we
want the Commission to call him here so that we can say our grievances so that
he can ask for forgiveness, because he was the one who was beating people.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement I can see that you want to be helped to build, to
rebuild your house?

MR LUMBO: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: You also mentioned your children?

MR LUMBO: Yes, I am - I don't have money to support and educate my children.

REVD XUNDU: What can you advise the Commission to do in order to help you to
have peace in your village?

MR LUMBO: We want Mdutshane to come forward to the Commission to apologise to
the people.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. Thandeka Mbaligontsi? Let me lead you with questions,
Thandeka. I will go back to Tonga. The story we have already heard concerning
the Qobozo, the man who testified here, they explained what happened, but as a
woman, maybe you have something different to say? Can you please tell us briefly
what is the reason for the conflict in your village? If you have something to
add, you can do so.

MS MBALIGONTSI: There is nothing more sir, because our Chief is against the ANC,
he is against the members of the ANC, because he doesn't like this organisation.



REVD XUNDU: Were you injured, or was there a member of your family who was
injured?

MS MBALIGONTSI: Yes, my husband died.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a court case?

MS MBALIGONTSI: Yes, there was a court case.

REVD XUNDU: Is it still continuing?

MS MBALIGONTSI: This the case is continuing, even now.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do, or what would you advise
the Commission to do so that there can be peace?

MS MBALIGONTSI: I want peace in our village and I would like the Commission to
help me with my children because they are very young.

REVD XUNDU; How many children do you have?

MS MBALIGONTSI: I have three children.

REVD XUNDU: And your husband died?

MS MBALIGONTSI: Yes, he died.

REVD XUNDU: You also mentioned a tombstone?

MS MBALIGONTSI: Yes, I would like a tombstone for my husband. I am no longer
staying in my home because there is conflict in the village, I am staying with
my parents. My parents are supporting me and my children.

REVD XUNDU: Are you scared that because you came to the Commission, that you -
do you feel threatened?

MS MBALIGONTSI: Yes, because we are still members of the ANC and we will remain
members of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Let me go back to Mabutha Tonga. Mabutha Magebethu Tonga.
Mr Mabutha Magebethu, is that you Ma'am?

MS TONGA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: You have heard the evidence given here today. Why did you come here,
who was injured during this period? What is the connection between yourself and
Dlayiseka Tonga?

MS TONGA: He was my husband.

REVD XUNDU: He was injured in this conflict between the

toyi-toyi and those who are in authority?

MS TONGA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did you open a court case concerning this matter?

MS TONGA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Is it still continuing?



MS TONGA: Yes, it is.

REVD XUNDU: I am sure that the Chairperson will sympathise with you concerning
this case of your husband. What would you like the Commission to do, what is
your request to the Commission?

MS TONGA: I would like the Commission to help me with my children.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

MS TONGA: I have four children and they are still at school, they are very
young. I would like to be helped because my children are suffering.

REVD XUNDU: You also mentioned that you want peace in your village? You
mentioned that you want peace in your village?

MS TONGA: Yes, I want peace in our village because I don't know what is
happening there.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all Ma'am?

MS TONGA: Yes, that is all.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. And we will now call Kango. Mr Kango, please tell us in
your own words if you have something to add to what has already been said?

MR KANGO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The problem in our village arose when the
political organisations were unbanned. I am not going to explain as people have
already explained.

As I was an organiser organising ANC in our area, Chief Mdutshane ... (tape
ends) ... he was together with other Chiefs, but at that time there was no ANC
in our village. There were seven tribal authority Chiefs. The Chairperson of the
Transkei ANC region, David Ndahonje, came to us and they laid a charge against
ANC, they said that they do not want ANC in Flagstaff.

And this case was defended by Nxinilifo who was representing the Chiefs and
General Holomisa's Government, the Chiefs were told that the ANC was unbanned.

They have to tolerate that. That was from the Chairperson of the region. Chief
Mdutshane called a meeting after that and he said they won that court case, he
was laying to the people who were not there. We tried to tell the people that he
was laying, he lied to the people saying that he won the case.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement, you mentioned that there were police who helped
the Chiefs?

MR KANGO: I am still coming there sir. Chief Mdutshane from the day of the
meeting, I asked permission from him to tell the people and to teach the people
about the ANC, but after that he changed his mind. He said that people are not
forced to joint the ANC, there are other organisations such as Inkatha, Mangope
and Qgozo who just killed people.

People had a right to join the Qgozo organisation and the Inkatha. When the
meeting was over, people wanted to join the ANC and they joined the ANC. After a
few days we asked permission from him to have a meeting in the tribal authority
premises. He refused at first, but he eventually agreed.

When we were having this meeting, he came, he attended

the meeting and he told us that he does not want ANC in his village because the
ANC members wanted to overthrow him.



One day he gave someone to four members of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: I want us not to explain in detail, I can see that this thing, it
showed that the police were supporting the Chief.

MR KANGO: Mr Chairperson, on the 13th Chief Mdutshane called a meeting,
Nxinilifo was also invited to attend that meeting, but he was not there. That
day was the day when people attacked members of the ANC, Xolisile Vugiti died on
that day, it was on the 13th.

People were beaten, we ran away, we are not sure whether he died on the 13th,
but we saw him the following day, that he is dead.

The police came to our village, they arrested all of us. Mdutshane said that we
are the ones who killed this person.

The case still continues, it is still on, it is in the supreme court.

REVD XUNDU: What happened on the 14th?

MR KANGO: On the 14th, it is the day when people's houses burnt down, we were
also arrested on the 14th.

REVD XUNDU: Whose bakkie burnt down?

MR KANGO: It was my bakkie, it also burnt down while I was in prison on the
14th. We were arrested here, I was detained here in Lusikisiki. On Monday, the
police came to tell me that my car burnt down.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a court case?

MR KANGO: Yes. There was a court case, but the case was dismissed because
witnesses wouldn't come and testify.

REVD XUNDU: Where is Nxinilifo?

MR KANGO: I don't know where Nxinilifo is as we are here today. I heard that he
was in Bisho, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, Cape Town, I am not sure exactly where he
is.

REVD XUNDU: What are your requests to this Commission, or what would you advise
the Commission to do?

MR KANGO: Mr Chairperson, because I was ill-treated I would like the Commission
to compensate me with my bakkie. There are many things that happened to me
because since then my life changed.

REVD XUNDU: Your house was also burnt down?

MR KANGO: Yes, my house was burnt down and my crops were destroyed.

REVD XUNDU: According to your view now, is there still a conflict between your
Chief and the people who are toyi-toying?

MR KANGO: Yes, sir, our Chief is against us. He doesn't like us but we are
trying to tolerate this. After Xolisile died, three other people from our
village, the same village died. The ones that were mentioned died in 1994 and
they were killed by the people supporting the Chief.

After that, they would cut certain parts of their bodies. And Mr Chairperson, I
think if the Commission can try and help us to bring him forward you can see who
is telling the truth.



It would be better if he was here to tell the truth to the Commission. We are
not scared, but we don't want to revenge, but he is treating us badly.

REVD XUNDU: In other words you want the Commission to help you in your village?
The Chairperson is here to listen to all your grievances, he will try by all
means to take steps in order to bring peace in your village, is that all?

Thank you, I will hand over to the Chairperson.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Before asking a few questions, I noticed
that what is being said today is similar to what was said yesterday.

There was one Chief's name that was mentioned yesterday and another one is
mentioned today. Let me start by asking this question. The conflict between the
conflict and the Chief in your village, according to your view is this happening
in other villages as well?

MR KANGO: This is happening in all villages because the Chiefs are against the
Government, the ANC Government. They are against the leaders of the ANC. This is
happening in all villages, there is conflict between people and the Chiefs.

ADV SANDI: Are all Chiefs from all villages members of the CONTRALESA?

MR KANGO: All the Chiefs, especially in the Pondoland under Chief Nonkonyane,
they belong to, they are members of CONTRALESA. They are against the ANC
Government.

ADV SANDI: Nxinilifo that you have mentioned, is he a member of CONTRALESA?

MR KANGO: I would like to answer this way. It is not clear now whether he is a
member of CONTRALESA or what because he is not ruling at the moment.

If he was ruling or if he was a Chief, we would know whether he was a CONTRALESA
or what.

ADV SANDI: The conflict you mentioned in your village, did CONTRALESA try to
solve this conflict?

MR KANGO: No, Mr Chairperson, I don't remember any day where CONTRALESA
attempted to solve this problem.

ADV SANDI: Did you take this problem and address it to

the leaders of CONTRALESA?

MR KANGO: The leader of Contralesa, Chief Nonkonyane, because from the beginning
he is the one who was torturing members of the ANC in our village. He called us
Inkatha, Chief Nonkonyane from CONTRALESA.

ADV SANDI: Thank you sir. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: I want to thank all of you. We sympathise with you as Reverend Xundu
has already said.

We sympathise with those who lost their family members, but as I've already said
to the people from Matatiele, the Commission is not supposed to deal with the
conflicts amongst the villages.

People can do that by themselves. What we are looking at is the conflict,
political conflict before 1994. The cases of conflict between Chiefs and the
people, is not one of the requirements of this Commission, we are not a Tribal
Court, we are the Commission for the Truth and Reconciliation.



You made requests to the Commission and we will forward your requests to the
President. If we made investigations and we found out that your incidents fall
under our act, and you were injured because of the apartheid of the past
Government, we will look into your matters.

We thank one of you by saying that you have to sit down and negotiate and
discuss your problems in your villages. I don't know what is going on in
villages, because I used to stay in villages and people used to sit down and
solve their problems.

Unfortunately, Chief is not here because I also wanted him to be here so that I
can address you together with him.

The answer will not come from heaven or from Mandela,

the solution will not come from the Commission, but it will come amongst the
people of the villages if they can sit down and discuss their problems.

Thank you.

--------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: DALIWE MGULWA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

DALIWE MGULWA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Mr Mgulwa you are also going to talk about the execution of a member
of your family. Who are you going to talk about exactly?

MR MGULWA: My father.

ADV SANDI: Can you briefly tell us when he was executed and what the cause was.

MR MGULWA: They were arrested after Khongolose. They were then detained in
Kokstad. Then taken to Pietermaritzburg. From there apparently they were taken
to Pretoria. After that we could not get into touch with them.

When my father was arrested I was 17 years of age.

ADV SANDI: Is there someone at home who would visit him?

MR MGULWA: My mother was still alive. She would visit him. My grandfather as
well. They have both passed away.

They were there even in Pretoria.

ADV SANDI: According to your memory you say that your father was executed in
1962.

MR MGULWA: He was detained in 1960. Then in 1961 he was in jail. Then in 1962 he
was executed.

ADV SANDI: Was he a member of Congo?

MR MGULWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was he affected when there was conflict between members of Congo and
chiefs in the area?

MR MGULWA: Yes because the Chief wanted to do whatever he pleased with the
people. He did not agree with that. Then there were killings.

ADV SANDI: Who said, he is ruling over these people?

MR MGULWA: The Chief. He did not want Congo to exist in the area. He did not
want the struggle for liberation. He brought them down, all the leaders of
Congo. About one hundred of them were detained. Ninety four came back and six
never came back.

The ninety four people were freed.

ADV SANDI: When you gave the statement to the statement takers of the Truth
Commission you put forward requests. Do you remember these requests?



MR MGULWA: Yes. So that I could have peace in my heart, if my father could be
exhumed and be buried back home. Also the children, three are still at school.
If the Government could help me.

ADV SANDI: You also said that amongst your requests the Commission should
perhaps do something about the water supplies in the area and also if something
could be done about the roads.

Would you like to add something to that request?

MR MGULWA: No. My requests are such as you have mentioned.

ADV SANDI: Is there a problem in the community with water supply? Clean water
supply and also roads that are conducive to travelling? Is that a general
problem in your village?

MR MGULWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Sir?

MR MGULWA: Yes I have finished.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MAKWTSHE NANCY MQATSHI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

---------------------------------------------------------

MS MQATSHI: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: You say that your husband was in the Nonqulana

incident?

MS MQATSHI: My father-in-law.

REV XUNDU: He was in the Nonqulana incident?

MS MQATSHI: Yes. There he was detained.

REV XUNDU: Where?

MS MQATSHI: In Bizana.

REV XUNDU: Where else?

MS MQATSHI: Only there.

REV XUNDU: What about Nonqulana in East London?

No, I am sorry, I am looking at the incorrect evidence.

Then he was in hospital in Bizana for how long?

MS MQATSHI: For five months.

REV XUNDU: Was he still under detention?

MS MQATSHI: Yes, he was still detained.

REV XUNDU: After he was released how was he, health wise?

MS MQATSHI: He was very confused, delirious. His mental

state, he never recovered until he died in 1991.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. What would you request of the

Commission?

MS MQATSHI: If the Commission could help us with educating

the children.

REV XUNDU: And secondly? You said that you needed a

clinic in your area.

MS MQATSHI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Is there something else that you

would like to add perhaps?

MS MQATSHI: No Sir. Thank you.

 

--------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: POYINDA MASOKISI NAGI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

POYINDA MASOKISI NAGI: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: You were also a member of Congo in the 1960's and in your statement you
were also present at the Ngquza incident but fortunately you were not killed and
you were arrested in 1970. At the time of your arrest in 1970 why were you
arrested at this time?

MR NAGI: We were arrested because the boers wanted to know, the people who
crossed the border to Zambia. These people were Diliza Ghandi and others.

MS MAYA: They wanted you to say that you helped them escape

MR NAGI: Yes, they said that they escaped from my home.

MS MAYA: What happened when you were arrested in 1970?

MR NAGI: When I was arrested I was taken by a police van. I was together with my
brother. We were in different police vans. In the morning I was taken to a tent
and I was hand-cuffed.

MS MAYA: How long did this happen?

MR NAGI: I was hand-cuffed from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MS MAYA: Were you hanging?

MR NAGI: Yes, I was left hanging and one boer, Truter from Pretoria would come
and smoke and watch me and beat me. He was beating me with a baton.

MS MAYA: And what happened?

MR NAGI: They came back at 5 p.m. and they released me.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay in prison, Sir?

MR NAGI: In Kambati, I stayed there for four months.

MS MAYA: In your statement you mentioned that you were arrested in Umgundlovo.

MR NAGI: Yes, after they have beaten me up, the following morning they took a
tube and placed it in my mouth, in my face. One would come on my back and this
tube would be in my face for a long time and they would kick me and I would fall
down.

This woman's father, who is sitting here next to me, we were together in this
prison.

All this was happening in Kambati.

MS MAYA: When did you go to Umgundlovo?



MR NAGI: After these four months and I stayed there for six months.

MS MAYA: What happened in Umgundlovo?

MR NAGI: They were not beating us up in Umgundlovo. And the police would ask you
if you had been beaten up before. If you said no, they would send you in another
cell. If you said yes, they would send you in a different cell.

MS MAYA: Do you know why they were putting you in different cells?

MR NAGI: I think that they were putting us in different cells, because they did
not want us to tell each other what question we had been asked.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any court of law?

MR NAGI: No, we did not go to any court of law.

MS MAYA: Sir, when you started talking you said that you were taken together
with your brother. What happened to him?

MR NAGI: He was arrested and he was sentenced for seven

 

years. And he stayed in prison for two years and three months.

MS MAYA: For which charge was he sentenced?

MR NAGI: He was charged for helping people to escape and cross the border to
Zambia.

MS MAYA: What is his name?

MR NAGI: His name is Mphanga Nagi?

MS MAYA: Did you make a statement on his behalf?

MR NAGI: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MR NAGI: Yes I have a request to the Commission that we fought for this
Government and we are still fighting for this Government.

MS MAYA: In other words what would you like the Government to do?

MR NAGI: I would like the Government to build a monument for the Ngquza victims.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir. Is that all you want to say?

MR NAGI: I also have a request to the Commission to build roads for us, because
we cannot get to Ngquza, because of bad roads.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Poyinda can you hear me? There is something I do not see in your
statement. Maybe you can clarify this matter. When you were arrested in 1971 is
this connected to the Ngquza incident?

MR NAGI: I was arrested after the incident, the Ngquza incident.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any other people who were arrested in 1970 with you?



MR NAGI: Yes, Kathla Macani and others have passed away.

CHAIRPERSON: What is the connection between your arrest in 1970 and the Ngquza
incident?

MR NAGI: The police would come to our houses at night while we were sleeping and
they would search for everything. They would search everything in our houses.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were questioned in the prison were there any connection
between the questioning and the Ngquza incident?

MR NAGI: They were asking where Dilisa is.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You may step down.

And we now call Mavis Gazula, Bekabantu Qalanyobe, Nelson Jinineka, Mvelwa
Chushelwa, Nconono Mabel Nondabula, Norma Kabishi Mbwana, Nokwanda Nora
Mayidume, David Zifokofe Silangwe, Nelsie Mtutuse Mayidume.

I would like to swear you in.

Mr Chairperson they have been properly sworn in.

The evidence that we led yesterday was about the Ngquza incident. We looked at
this incident quite closely yesterday, in detail. You were supposed to have
testified yesterday, but because we had a problem with electricity we could not
continue with you.

What we needed to do yesterday is that some more evidence had to be given for a
fuller picture. This is what we are going to do. We are not going from mountain
to mountain with the meetings that you had.

The evidence that you are aware, that you have already given is there something
that you would like to add? Perhaps each of you would get up and say that there
is nothing new that I would like to add or there is something I would like to
add.

Do we understand each other?

If there is something new to add please do not be shy, get up and tell us.
Perhaps you would like to say that in all the evidence that has been given
before the Commission there is something that has not been mentioned that I
would like to mention.

This is how we are going to conduct this matter.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NKOSIPHENDULE Z NAKWA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NKOSIPHENDULE NAKWA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Mr Nakwa as I am looking to your statement here you are going to tell
us about your father, Mzayifani Alfred Nakwa.

MR NAKWA: Yes, that is correct Sir.

ADV SANDI: You have mentioned your uncle, Golete Nakwa.

MR NAKWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You are going to tell us about these two people here.

MR NAKWA: That is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let us begin with your father's story. You said that he was arrested.
For how long was he arrested?

MR NAKWA: As I was still young at the time I am not sure about this, but I can
just estimate that it was plus minus one year.

ADV SANDI: How old were you at the time of this incident?

MR NAKWA: I was about seven years old.

ADV SANDI: Your father, was he a member of Congo?

MR NAKWA: Yes I can say so, although I cannot be sure, but because he was
arrested at the time when Congo members were arrested, I can say so.

ADV SANDI: How was his health at the time of his release?

MR NAKWA: He was very sick and as I was young at the time I saw him being beaten
up by the boers, because they would kick him and would beat him with the back of
their rifles.

ADV SANDI: You mean that on this day that he was arrested, you were there, and
you saw them beating him up?

MR NAKWA: Yes, I saw all this.

ADV SANDI: How did you feel when you saw your father being beaten up in front of
you as you were still a child and he was your father.

MR NAKWA: This was very painful to us. Even today I have a picture of that day.

ADV SANDI: What did he say happened while he was in prison?



MR NAKWA: He told us that they were not fed well and it was very cold inside.

ADV SANDI: You said that he passed away in 1973.

MR NAKWA: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: And he died due to injuries sustained in prison?

MR NAKWA: Yes, because since then he was not well and he could even go back to
work to work for us, because I could not even go to school, because he wanted me
to go to school, but he could not go back to work to work for us.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request you want to make to this Commission?

MR NAKWA: Yes Sir. I have children and I would like the Commission to help me in
my children's education.

ADV SANDI: Let us now go to the case of Golete Nakwa who was also arrested. Can
you please tell us what happened to him?

MR NAKWA: I do not know where he was arrested. I did not see when they arrested
him. I just heard that my uncle was also arrested, as they were arresting
anybody in the village. I saw him when he came back from jail. I

do not know where they arrested him, but he just told us that he was arrested.

ADV SANDI: Was he also a member of Congo?

MR NAKWA: Yes, he was a member of Congo.

ADV SANDI: What was his state of health when he came back from prison.

MR NAKWA: He was coughing all the time. He was also vomiting and he died later
on.

ADV SANDI: He died in 1969?

MR NAKWA: Yes in 1969.

ADV SANDI: You have already mentioned the requests to this Commission concerning
yourself and your children. Do you have any other requests for the Commission to
pass on to the President?

MR NAKWA: No Sir I have no further requests.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

MR NAKWA: Thank you Sir.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-03-1997 NAME: NTOMBENTSUNDU G. NDABA

ANSARAH N. ZOKWE

EUNICE N. NDABA

NOMBUYISELO TABALAZA

BUSISIWE NDABAMBI

AMELIA N. JOZI

MAGDELINA N. MATSHAYA

JEANETTE N. NDLEBE

VELELE MIACHANA

CASE:

DAY 3

CHAIRMAN: We will now go to the case of Matatiele. Is tea ready? I think we have
to go have tea first so that we can have energy. We will take ten minutes, 10,
15 and we come back after that, thank you.

We request the Matatiele group to come forward. Ntombentsundu Gladys Ndaba,
Ansarah Ndabakazi Zokwe, Eunice Nozizwe Ndaba, Nombuyiselo Tabalaza, Busisiwe
Ndabambi, Amelia Nomatshawe Jozi, Magdelina Nombulelo Matshaya, Jeanette
Nomachule Ndlebe.

Before you swear them in I request that Mr Velele Miachana, who was not on this
list, we have his statement. He also should be a part of this group. We have his
statement in your office in East London.

REVD XUNDU: I will start to swear the witnesses in.

NTOMBENTSUNDU GLADYS NDABA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

ANSARAH NDABAKAZI ZOKWE: (sworn states)

EUNICE NOZIZWE NDABA: (sworn states)

NOMBUYISELO TABALAZA: (sworn states)

BUSISIWE NDABAMBI: (sworn states)

AMELIA NOMATSHAWE JOZI: (sworn states)

MAGDELINA NOMBULELO MATSHAYA: (sworn states)

JEANETTE NOMACHULE NDLEBE: (sworn states)

VELELE MIACHANA: (sworn states)



REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend Xundu. We welcome you here. We will ask Tiny
Maya to lead you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Before I start, I just want to clarify that
on Sunday when we met with these people, as there are 10 people here, five of
the witnesses will speak. The others are just going to confirm so that they are
able to put their requests before the Commission.

Nombuyiselo Tabalaza will speak, Ntombentsundu Gladys Ndaba, Ansarah Ndabakazi
Zokwe, Magdelina Nombulelo Matshaya and Mr Velele Miachana. I request that the
mike goes to Nombuyiselo Tabalaza.

First of all, I would like you to confirm that all of you who are sitting there,
are of the same incident that occurred in 1990, is that so? First please give us
the root of the incident, what happened at Mangwo, a background perhaps, could
you brief us?

MRS TABALAZA: At Mangwo, I was the first woman to start the work of transporting
people. I got a bakkie and a kombi. I had to go to Johannesburg because I had an
eyesight problem.

When I came back from Johannesburg, it was on Tuesday, it was in March. When I
got home, I realised that the

children of the village were members of the ANC, the youth. There was a date set
for a meeting to call visitors who were going to tell them what the ANC is all
about. On the 17th of March on a Saturday, I was going to go to Mzamba. I came
back on the Sunday, the day the meeting was going to take place. It was going to
be a youth meeting.

That morning there was a group of comrades, Zihle Twala was a part of that
group, they were coming to my shop. When they got there, I - when I looked at
them in the eye, I could see that they were not happy.

They said that, they requested that I give them cold drink. This cold drink they
were going to give to the members of the ANC that was going to inform the youth
of the ANC. They took a litre of cold drink, they said they wanted to talk to
me, I went to them.

Zihle then said to me that they have come to tell me that they put me in
trouble. I asked him what kind of trouble, he said that they did not sleep the
previous night, they were tortured, taken from their homes by Kekeni Ndleleni,
Christopher Sipika, Zwelonke Sipika, Revd Mlandi. They took them from their own
homes as comrades. They took me Zihle said to a small room where Zwelonke Sipika
worked. They closed me into the small room and they said to me that at the
meeting that was going to be at the hall the next day on the 18th of March, when
the people are there, Zihle must address the people at the meeting.

Zihle then said they must burn down Kekeni's second floor of the building. She
then refused, she was threatened with guns, swords and axes. They said that if
Zihle is not going to say this about Nombuyiselo, that is myself, then they are
going to kill me and my parents won't know what

happened to me.

So to save my life, Zihle said she agreed that she would address the meeting. I
went to my colleagues, she said that she went to my colleagues and my colleagues
then said that she must come and tell me, so I said that I must go to the police
and tell them what happened so that after the meeting occurs, it is clear what
they have done to her.



I went to Maluti, there were two police. The police said that is was just the
two of them, therefor they could not go to the meeting, because there would be
no policemen left at the station.

We came back with the Lieutenant. When I got to the village, I realised that the
children in that meeting, the youth that is, some of them were on the Mpolele
mountain. The atmosphere was very oppressive at the village, very heavy and then
I saw another group walking down the road.

I asked what was happening, the youth said that the men in the villages were
chasing them, therefor they are going to sleep in the forrest, because they were
told that the men of the village were going to kill them.

I said that they could not sleep in the forrest. They said that they've already
been beaten up, they have been chased out of the area, if they had to sleep at
home, they were not safe.

They then decided to go and sleep at the Headmen's place, Dumor Lipinda, who is
my brother. The leaders of the Youth League, ANC Youth League, were the ones who
were mostly chased.

MS MAYA: Let us just look at the matter when the youth came to your house or
your shop.

MRS TABALAZA: Later that afternoon when we were preparing

to go to bed, my daughters left to go to sleep. I saw them coming pushing the
door, saying that there are people surrounding my yard. I went out to see what
was going on, it was full moon, I could see reflections.

These people were coughing, some smoking, I asked what they wanted in my house,
why they were surrounding my house. There was no answer. In stead men emanated
from a corner next to the gate, I peeped through the window, I saw Kekeni
Ndleleni with other men.

The Headmen Mfele was there as well. I saw them. I then said I was shocked that
the Headmen was there. They came closer to my yard. They broke down my windows,
kicked my door open. Some of the men that were around the house, when I asked
what they wanted, the answer was they did not want me, they wanted my children.
They wanted the youth.

Then they shot wheels of my car, I heard a voice from outside and somebody said,
screaming what is happening. I then said, there are men surrounding my house,
they have come to kill me.

And this person who wanted to know what was happening, I could sense that these
men were approaching this person, I heard murmurs, I could not even go outside
to see what was happening to this person. I found out the next morning that it
was Mlungisi who was one of the comrades who was taken by the men to the police.

There was a huge truck there with - he had other men. I don't know where these
men came from. Mlungisi was ill-treated and beaten up as a comrade. They said
that they did not want toyi-toyi in the village. He perhaps can clarify and say
who it is exactly who beat him up.

MS MAYA: Could you tell us about the arson on the 27th of

April, maybe I should help you a bit? When was your house burnt down?

MRS TABALAZA: After that. I am just jumping over some issues after that - on the
29th. It was in the afternoon, the sun was still out. I was going to a funeral,
my cousin's funeral, he was shot in Johannesburg.



I was going to take a stove that was going to help at the funeral. There was
chaos in the village. Children were being chased. I saw Christopher Sipika's van
being driven very fast, I could see that something was happening.

And I heard Kekeni calling out, because we are neighbours, he said that
Nombuyiselo, today I am going to kill you. I did not take that seriously because
I was not a member of the Youth League. I just took my stove and everything that
I needed, put in the car and went home. I came back - when I got at home, I
realised that the youth had a meeting in that afternoon.

They then went to Ngosi's place where they continued with their meeting. They
concluded that they are going to be vigilant and see who is going to burn down
people's houses that night. This is when Ngosi said to them, because there was a
high fence at Zihle Twala's house, then they should go there, stay inside and
stay there overnight.

I stayed at home that evening. When I was sleeping in the middle of the night, I
heard a noise. I opened the door and peeped at Eunice Ndaba's house, who is
sitting next to me, while the house was being burnt down. I saw a huge fire.

I heard these children toyi-toying over, surrounding Eunice's house. They said
that they saw Kekeni burning down people's houses that day, they were going to
get him, he was

going to shit on himself. He then answered back in saying that they too are
going to shit on themselves.

These children then stood still around the house and people came to see what was
going on. Then the same youth went to Mrs Ndaba's house. They were chased and
went to Ndleleni's house.

In the morning when I went, was going to work, as I left home, I was going to go
past Ndleleni's house - my car was being stoned. I saw these children going up
the road. As I drove, I heard a noise, I stopped the car and I looked around, I
could see Kekeni with two children that worked for him, they went to my yard. He
broke my window, I don't know what he poured inside and they went around the
house.

What made me run is that I saw smoke and fire from my own home. I got into my
car and went to my brother and I told him that Kekeni has burnt my house down.
My brother said that we must go to the police station at Maluti.

We reported this matter. When we got there, we were told that the police had
already left, because Kekeni had already gone to the police asking for help.
When I got back, I realised that a lot of houses had been burnt down, the police
were there.

The children that had been trying to put out the fire, had run away. When I got
to the bus stop, my brother who was a Warrant Officer at Matatiele, had come
with other Boers who were from Matatiele, they wanted to examine the damage.
Kekeni was the one who pointed out to the police who should be arrested, he even
pointed out my own driver.

I was taken to Maluti, we stayed in jail for four days, eating porridge with
paraffin. During those four days my nephew whose father is a Warrant Officer in
Matatiele came

to Gumenta who was also a Warrant Officer. He asked him why my aunt was arrested
or in detention.

Gumenta then called us, saying that they investigated and we were free because
we were not guilty. By that time most members of the Youth League were detained.
I realised that I should go to Umtata where I got Mr Madigi Zwela who phoned



Maluti police station and gave an order that the children should be released,
then the children were released.

MS MAYA: I have a few questions. Why do you think that Kekeni Ndleleni was
accusing you?

MRS TABALAZA: I will ask Ntombentsundu Ndaba to tell you.

MS MAYA: Secondly, could you briefly tell us who Kekeni Ndleleni and what was
his status in the village? Why did he take the responsibility of destroying the
Youth League in the village?

MRS TABALAZA: I don't know, he was just a man who stayed in the village. He had
a shop, I did not know or was not aware which organisation he belonged to. They
just would refer to each other as Teleweni.

MS MAYA: The first night when you saw people surrounding your house and seeing
particularly and recognising two people calling out to them, did you go and
report this to the police?

MRS TABALAZA: Yes, I did go.

MS MAYA: What happened, were the people arrested?

MRS TABALAZA: Kekeni was not arrested. But there was a court case and he was
charged.

MS MAYA: What happened after that?

MRS TABALAZA: After he was charged, the Chamber of Commerce called a meeting,
the ANC as well. They were trying to

clarify that the ANC, what the ANC is about, is not to break the law. The ANC is
about liberating the people of South Africa.

He pretended as if he understood when people of the Regional Office in Matatiele
were there. After they left, they would be after me. The one time when I took my
children to school, he chased me. He would overtake me and drive right in front
of me so that I could almost bump into him.

He stopped the car at the bridge, I had to turn back. I went to the police
station with the children, where I reported the matter. I said to them that he
was trying to kill me at the bridge, but I was with the children. Even that day
they said I must press charges on him, I won the case and he was charged.

MS MAYA: I think that some of my colleagues have questions, but before they ask
questions, perhaps the others should talk. Maybe you have requests to the
Commission Ma'am.

MRS TABALAZA: My request to the Commission is I have not been in good health
since that time, I was paralysed for a while, I could not walk. I have to be
seeing a doctor now and again. It is expensive and I cannot afford it.

If the Commission could help me. If I could get a medical aid, so that if I want
to see a doctor, I can go. Another request that I have to the Commission is that
my children cannot proceed with their education. I have a child who has finished
matric, who is at home. There is no work. (tape ends)

... would be helped with their education, I have four children and a child who
is in standard 1. These children are all dependent on me, I have to take them to
school.

The one has finished matric, but is at home. The other three are at boarding



school. Two are in matric, the other in standard nine. If the Commission could
help me with these children.

MS MAYA; Is that all the evidence? Thank you Ma'am, could Ntombentsundu take
over?

MRS NDABA: I would like to give the background of all this. When Nelson Mandela
was released, the youth in our area and other areas were going to Matatiele,
because we wanted to celebrate the release of Mr Mandela. Mrs Nombuyiselo's
driver had a great responsibility to transport people to that venue, where we
were going to celebrate the release of Mr Mandela.

When we came back, we heard that in Mount Fletcher, there is going to be a
rally, an ANC rally the weekend after. Our children decided to go to Mount
Fletcher, because they wanted to learn how things were done and they wanted to
invite people to come and address them as 18 march was the day where ANC was
going to be launched in our area.

They asked this driver to take them to Mount Fletcher and he agreed. He took
them to the rally at Mount Fletcher. When they arrived there, ANC flags were
sold and they asked him to buy them these flags because they did not have money.
They said that they would repay him after they had collected some money.

They said that their aim for buying a flag on the 18th, when they are launching
ANC, they would already have a flag. He bought this flag for them. When they
came back from the meeting, they came with this flag. On the 17th, as Mrs
Nombuyiselo has already said, Zihle was asked who bought this flag for them and
he told them who did that.

They asked him why he didn't ask them to buy flags, this flag for them and he
couldn't answer, he couldn't answer them, because they asked the driver to buy
the flag because he was there at the rally.

And they said that they were supporting ANC and if they wanted anything else,
they must come to them and ask and in my case, when my house was burnt down, on
the 30th. On the 29th, it was on the 30th when mrs Nombuyiselo's house was
burning down, I was going to school. When I saw this, I went to the police
station in Matatiele where I met Mr Vuyo Lupindo who was in the police station
in Matatiele.

He together with another White policeman were sent to that house to observe what
was happening. I went to Maluti and while I was still waiting there, Mrs Zokwe
together with Busisiwe came and they were going to report the death of their
father and I was still looking at this matter, they told me that even my house
was burning down. I was so scared, because I was thinking of my children because
they were in my brother's funeral who died in Johannesburg. I did not know what
to do.

We came back there and we were all worried, we were scared. When I arrived
there, my house was flat, it was already burnt down and there was nothing I
could do. The police were all over my yard. When I decided to go and look at
this house, there was one girl, Nombulelo Sipika, it was the first time I saw
her, she pointed at me and she said that I am the one who burnt down people's
houses.

I did not know what to say because I was arriving at that time and I couldn't
understand why she said that I am the one who was burning houses and people came
to try and help me and this girl said, I don't know how she could be a

teacher.

I looked at this girl because it was the first time that I saw her. I went to
the police van and we were arrested for four days in Maluti and Mrs Nombuyiselo
has already explained, thank you.



MS MAYA: Let us now go to Mrs Zokwe.

MRS ZOKWE: Thank you. First of all, my husband was a member of the ANC, we were
going to church at that time and we saw the shop being burnt.

There was one - our nephew Barnabas, he gave me the briefcase and he said that
he wanted to go and find out what was going on. And he was stabbed at that time
and he fell down. As we were still looking at that matter, ANC members came and
took him. One car came and we asked the driver to take him to the doctor.

When we arrived at the doctor, he already died. We went to the police to make a
statement.

MS MAYA: At the time of Mr Zokwe's being stabbed down, what time was it?

MRS ZOKWE: It was in the morning.

MS MAYA: Did you see who stabbed him?

MRS ZOKWE: His daughter was on the road.

MS MAYA: She saw what happened?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, she saw him when he was down. We tried to take him to the
doctor, but when we arrived there, he was already dead.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else you want to add Ma'am?

MRS ZOKWE: We took him to the mortuary, when I came back I have a disabled child
in my home. When I arrived home, my house was burning down and my brother tried
to stop the fire, together with my daughter.

Someone said that my children, the disabled child, must be burnt inside the
house.

MS MAYA: Where did you find your children when you came back?

MRS ZOKWE: They were outside, they were taken out of the house and they wanted
to kill my dogs and my cattle.

MS MAYA: These people who came to burn your house, did you know who they were?

MRS ZOKWE: Yes, the Barnabas boys together with my brother and - they were the
Barnabas boys who burnt down my house, my brother told me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Do you have any requests to the Commission?

MRS ZOKWE: My request to the Commission since I have children who are still at
school, I would like the Commission to help me with the grave of my husband.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else Ma'am?

MRS ZOKWE: I also have children who are still at school and I would like to be
helped.

MS MAYA: Did you manage to build up your house?

MRS ZOKWE: People came and they helped me in trying to stop the fire and when
these people saw that people were helping to stop the fire, they left.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, is that all you want to say? Is that all you wanted to
say Ma'am?



MRS ZOKWE: Yes, that is all, thank you.

MS MAYA: And now let us go to Magdelina Nombulelo Matshaya.

(NO INTERPRETATION RECORDED)

MRS MATSHAYA: They took Zihle to my home and they said that Zihle must knock
because my child will open.

 

MS MAYA: What is your child's name?

MRS MATSHAYA: It is Mvikhele Matshaya. He is Mvikhele Matshaya.

MS MAYA: It was at night and these men took them, there was a van belonging to
Zwelonke Sipika. They beat my child but they didn't take him together with Zihle
to that house. He lost his shoes and he told me that there were weapons in the
van and he managed to run away because there was a full moon that day.

After the 17th, on the 18th we went to attend the meeting. The cars that were
there, had weapons. There was one man who said that let them go in the hall and
kill all of them. I went to these children, I told them not to go inside the
church.

They must wait for their visitors outside the church. After a minute these men
came with their weapons, they were chasing these children. We also ran away
because we did not know what will happen to us.

Their weapons were taken to Maluti.

MS MAYA: Did you recognize anyone Ma'am, in this group, in the group which was
chasing you?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, Kekeni and his group were amongst these people.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MRS MATSHAYA: Our children went to the hill, to the mountain, to gather there
for a meeting together with their visitors and we couldn't go to that mountain.

On the 30th I woke up early in the morning and I was preparing for my children
to go to school. I heard that there were people outside and they were fighting
amongst each other.

I saw Nombuyiselo's shop being burnt down, I was so

scared, I did not know what to do. After that, I heard someone crying. When I
tried to go there, I met one man who was coming from the shop. He told me that,
don't go there, your brother was already dead.

He was stabbed by Kekeni.

MS MAYA: Is your brother the one who was mentioned before?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes. I stayed at home and while I was still watching Nombuyiselo's
shop I saw that Ndabambi's house was also burning and Ntombentsundu. I did not
know what was happening.

I went outside and inside the house, I saw Kekeni's white van, a small van and
people came out running from that van. I wondered because I did not see where
this van came from, I just asked myself where this van came from and it was said



that these people were police and they were chasing the youth.

I saw houses burning down and Amelia Jozi's house and I saw another house next
to Amelia's house being burning down. I did not know what to do and I could see
that my house was also going to be burnt down because my children were members
of the ANC.

MS MAYA: You said people came out of Kekeni's van. When you are speaking of
Kekeni, are you talking about Barnabas?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

MS MAYA: These people were police and they were chasing these children?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

MS MAYA: The police came with Kekeni?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Who are these children we are talking about?

MRS MATSHAYA: It is the youth, the Youth League of the

ANC.

MS MAYA: Please continue, Ma'am.

MRS MATSHAYA: While I was still watching Amelia Jozi's house being burnt down, I
saw Velele Miachana's house burning down.

I saw a group of men and I couldn't stay at home, I went out to look and I saw
these men coming to watch my house. They were coming to me. I went back to my
home, I closed the door. I was scared, because I thought that they would kill me
because they were a group of men.

I tried to hide outside in the back. This group of men waited outside. Kekeni
and others went in, they had a white pale and there was something inside that
pale. Kekeni kicked the door and the door opened.

And the closed the door. When they went out, there were flames all over. And
Kekeni ordered them to go and take, and fill the pale with the petrol and they
went to my other rooms but my other rooms did not burn.

After that they went out and they went to Ndabambi's house to burn the house
again.

MS MAYA: Ma'am, you said that you were in the back of your room. Did you
recognize any of them?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, I knew all of them. I knew the men because most of them, they
waited outside. Kekeni and his two workers went inside.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Did you give us these names in your statement?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Which other houses did you see them burning down?

MRS MATSHAYA: I did not see them with the other houses, but I saw him with his
men as they were going up the road from

my house, they went to Ndabambi's yard and that house was also burnt down.



MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say Ma'am?

MRS MATSHAYA: I think that is it.

MS MAYA: What requests do you have to the Commission?

MRS MATSHAYA: Because of my ill health - those days would sleep outside on
stones, won't the Commission please help me financially with a pension because I
have no money to go to the doctor.

MS MAYA: Did you make a formal request for a pension?

MRS MATSHAYA: No, but I go to the clinic.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Is that all?

MRS MATSHAYA: My other request, I have children who are at school. I cannot
support them. We are poor, the father has no work.

MS MAYA: Thank you, we will come back to you. Can Mr Miachana now take over
please? Mr Miachana, could you briefly tell us because we've heard the story,
please tell us briefly what happened to you on that day?

MR MIACHANA: I was next door?

MS MAYA: Where?

MR MIACHANA: Next door from my house, I was with my son-in-law. Somebody said
that my house was being burnt. We went to put off the fire, as we were trying to
do that, there was a group that I did not know.

This person was trying to put the fire out.

MS MAYA: Who?

MR MIACHANA: Nobopo. He was putting the fire out. Then somebody else said that
how can you be putting the light off, the fire out when we are trying to burn
this house down. Then somebody else said that how can you ...

MS MAYA: Do you know who these people are?

MR MIACHANA: I cannot point them out.

MS MAYA: And that is how your house was burnt down?

MR MIACHANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you have requests before the Commission? Do you have requests before
the Commission?

MR MIACHANA: I cannot hear you well. My house was burnt down.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, why was your house burnt down?

MR MIACHANA: I don't know, but my wife sometimes says she asked one of the youth
members. She then said this youth member then said, that one of my children were
part of the ANC Youth League.

MS MAYA: Is that all?

MR MIACHANA: Yes.



MS MAYA: Eunice Nozizwe Ndaba. Mrs Ndaba, we agreed that you were going to
confirm the evidence and then give us your requests, is that so?

MRS NDABA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is this evidence as it is, your house was also burnt down?

MRS NDABA: Yes.

MS MAYA: April 1990?

MRS NDABA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What are your requests to the Commission?

MRS NDABA: As my house was burnt down, I request that the Commission - the
statement taker said the Commission helped people with compensation. Two of my
houses were burnt down, if the Commission could help me. I have started building
another house. I am trying to build this house but

I don't have all the finances. I have two children - one is in the College in
Matatiele. It is very expensive, I cannot afford, I don't have the strength to
work for it. The second child is in matric. Could the Truth Commission help me
with these children?

MS MAYA: We will put forward your requests to the State President, thank you.
Busisiwe Ndabambi, you have also heard the evidence that was put before the
Commission that your house was burnt down in 1990. Is this true?

MRS NDABAMBI: Yes.

MS MAYA: What are your requests to the Commission?

MRS NDABAMBI: My requests to the Commission are such that I need a medical aid.
Since 1990, I have been admitted to hospital three times. The doctor said that I
was very ill, I could not even get up. Twice at Matatiele, I was admitted. Then
to Maritzburg, from Maritzburg to Johannesburg in Hillbrow Hospital.

Even there I was admitted for two weeks. I could not be helped fully. I have a
bone ailment, bone ailment. Since 1990, I have not been back at my normal
health. My back hurts me. I need some form of medical aid so that whenever I am
not well, I can go to the doctor.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, is that all? You can proceed.

MRS NDABAMBI: I don't know whether this is appropriate, my wish as we are
sitting here - Kekeni must talk to his wife. We are dying in the village, his
wife was saying anything she would want about us ... (tape ends)

MS MAYA: Amelia Nomatshawe Jozi. Mrs Jozi, you have heard the evidence before
us.

MRS JOZI: Yes, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: Your house was burnt down in April 1990?

MRS JOZI: Yes, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: Is this evidence true?

MRS JOZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: And what are your requests?



MRS JOZI: My first request is peace. It is an enigma to me that somebody I never
even had a dispute with, would burn my house down. This has happened, now there
should be peace.

Secondly, I did not get immediately sick after April, but it is in June, my ears
started getting blocked and the doctor said I was under stress. He took a Bible
and started ministering to me and speaking peace to me saying I should have
peace in my heart, because it is reflecting physically.

I want peace, I even uses Barnabas' taxi's. In November I started having fits. I
have strange ailments and the doctors asked me the same question, what is it
that is breaking you down like this emotionally? He said that it is because of a
particular vein that is ailing me and it is because of emotional stress. I have
no husband, my child finished matric, the other is in standard eight, I don't
know what I am going to do, if the Commission could help me please.

MS MAYA: Is that Ma'am?

MRS JOZI: Let me finish off. I cannot build my house up again. It is difficult
to continue living as we should.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Pardon me for having skipped you Nomachule Ndlebe.

MRS NDLEBE: I have heard the evidence before us, it is true. I have one request
to the Commission.

Since my house was burnt down, I started having a heart ailment. I need some
form of compensation, disability grant, I have no home. My husband no longer
stays with me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. I will hand you over to the Chairperson, perhaps there
are questions.

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Matshaya, Mrs Matshaya, can you hear me?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: We have heard from all of you about the incidents. The one thing
that is on the statements different, is the results, the court case. Now I just
want to ask some questions about the court case, very specific questions.

Where was the case heard?

MRS MATSHAYA: Maluti.

MS CRICHTON: And when was that?

MRS MATSHAYA: In 1990.

MS CRICHTON: Were you present at the hearing at that court case?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, I was present.

MS CRICHTON: Were you represented?

MRS MATSHAYA: I was not represented.

MS CRICHTON: Were none of the others represented either?

MRS MATSHAYA: No, they had no legal representation.



MS CRICHTON: There had been differing reports in the statements as to the length
of sentence that was handed down. In your statement you say that the sentence
was 10 years, is that correct?

MRS MATSHAYA: No.

MS CRICHTON: How long was Ndleleni sentenced for?

MRS MATSHAYA: 10 Months.

MS CRICHTON: (Indistinct)

MRS MATSHAYA: 10 Months.

CHAIRMAN: Ntsiki?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you very much for this report ladies
and gentlemen. We are going to ask you a few questions, just to clarify the
whole matter.

If I follow this properly, trouble in Mangwo started in 1990 when the ANC was
unbanned and other organisations. Unrest in your area started in 1990 when
political organisations were unbanned and leaders were taken out of jail.

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, sir.

ADV SANDI: Before then, was there unrest an Mangwo?

MRS MATSHAYA: Between the two villages, Mangwo and Nopolele people would fight
against each other. Year after year people would pass away, maybe one person
this side and one person that side.

But what is good about the Youth League is that the children united under the
ANC Youth League. The two villages, at least the youth, stopped fighting. There
was unity. There was a high school that was being built, the children would work
together, there would be musical concerts. Meaning that the Youth League brought
unity within the youth.

ADV SANDI: I would ask that you would be brief Ma'am. Some questions you can
answer with a yes or a no. In 1990, at Mangwo was there peace in Mangwo within
Mangwo location, was there harmony?

MRS MATSHAYA: There was no disharmony.

ADV SANDI; These people that you are naming especially Mr Kekeni or Barnabas,
are you referring to Barnabas Kekeni Ndleleni who is here today?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: The people that he worked with, did you know

them?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, they are from the village, and the people that helped him
burn down our houses, were people who worked for him.

ADV SANDI: Did they work elsewhere, did they have other jobs?

MRS MATSHAYA: What kind of people?

ADV SANDI: These people who were working for Mr Ndleleni, did they have other
jobs, other than working for him?



MRS MATSHAYA: No.

ADV SANDI: Therefor what you are saying is all this that happened where children
were attacked by Kekeni's group, that would not have happened if you were not
supporters of the ANC? Is that so?

MRS MATSHAYA: that is what I think.

ADV SANDI: Are there other people who were not supporters of the ANC?

MRS MATSHAYA: Because it was just being introduced, we cannot say whether, which
side, people were on because the ANC was just starting.

ADV SANDI: Is there another political organisation that was existent in your
village?

MRS MATSHAYA: We have never heard of it.

ADV SANDI: Was there a Headmen or a Chief?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did this affect him, this matter?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes. He was on Barnabas Ndleleni's side.

ADV SANDI: If I listen to you well, you say that this group was against the ANC
and its supporters?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes. I could say so because their deeds

reflected that.

ADV SANDI: Why do you think they were against the ANC and its supporters?

MRS MATSHAYA: As we elaborated earlier on, perhaps that is the way the ANC came,
it was the way it was introduced, perhaps they wanted it to be introduced in
another way, we also don't know.

ADV SANDI: The last question, would they say perhaps something when they were
burning down your houses, would they verbalise their feelings against the ANC?

MRS MATSHAYA: When the children would go to the Headmen to ask for a venue for a
meeting, he said that boys are not going to rule over him.

The youth needed a venue to introduce the ANC. The youth would then go to the
other village, because they realised that they were not welcome or supported.

ADV SANDI: Mr Kekeni Ndleleni, how long has he stayed for in the village?

MRS MATSHAYA: It has been a while, but he was from another area very close to
us.

ADV SANDI: But he has been staying there for quite a while?

MRS MATSHAYA: Yes, a long time.

ADV SANDI: Before there was no conflicts, before 1990 was there any conflicts
between him and the villages?

MRS MATSHAYA: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ma'am, thank you Mr Chairperson.



CHAIRMAN: We thank you ladies and gentlemen. We are now going to listen to Mr
Barnabas Mbulelo Kekeni Ndleleni, we just want to hear his views so that as the
Commission we can, the Commission can weigh the evidence before us so that

we can reach the truth.

Perhaps investigators from the Commission will come to your area again because
we have to investigate and get to the truth as is, so that we can finish our
work as a Commission.

We thank all of you, you may step down, thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call Mr Barnabas Mbulelo Kekeni Ndleleni.

REVD XUNDU: Will you please stand up Barnabas. Please stand up Barnabas.

BARNABAS MBULELO KEKENI NDLELENI: (sworn states)

CHAIRMAN: Mr Barnabas Mbulelo Kekeni Ndleleni, we welcome you to this Commission
today. Fortunately you were here when the mothers who were here, told us their
story and I do understand that this was a court case and we would like you
briefly to tell us about your side.

Reverend Xundu will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MR NDLELENI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. My view is that all this conflict between
myself and Mrs Tabalaza, when I got my taxi certificate - when my taxi, on my
first day to use my taxi, a police came and they took out people from my taxi
and they wanted to see my certificates and I showed them my taxi certificates.

I said to them I have been transporting people for a long time without a
certificate, why are you coming to ask me today. They said that Mrs Tabalaza has
sent her brother who was a police man that I was not supposed to transport
people in that area, but we continued to transport people in that area.

I saw, after a while people were not taking my taxi,

they were not using my taxi and I asked them why are you not using my taxi. They
told me that Mrs Tabalaza said that you are disturbing her in the business and
even people go to your shop to buy.

I said to them the Government gave us facilities to work together, I don't know
why you are being disturbed by what Mrs Tabalaza has told you. My taxi was
transporting people and after a while, in 1990 on the 17th if I am not mistaken,
the Headmen's house was burnt down.

The Headmen went to report because he did not understand all this. The police
promised to investigate. When time goes on, up until the date when these houses
were burnt down, the youth came and told us that there would be an organisation
to be launched from Mount Fletcher.

I said to them they are going to inform me about the date and the venue, I don't
remember the date, but they came and reported this to me and we went there.

Before we can even go inside the church, we heard some mothers like Mrs
Nomachule saying that don't go in because you are going to be killed. We went to
Maluti together with the Headmen because the youth came to tell us that they
were launching the organisation and we saw them leaving the church because it
was said that they were going to be beaten.

The police decided to come to see what was happening in the village. They said
that they may be late, the police came and they called us. They told us to stay
in the police station and we stayed there, we spent the night in the police



station.

In the morning we got a report that we went to burn Mrs Tabalaza's house and
broke her windows. The case went to

court, there was no evidence in court because the police confirmed that we
stayed with them the whole night, nothing happened.

I was in court with her husband, she was accusing me of breaking her windows and
the police confirmed that we spent the night together, nobody went out of that
yard and the case was dismissed.

We tried to find out from the youth why they were on Mrs Tabalaza's side because
they came to us and told us that they were going to launch the organisation.
They said that Mrs Tabalaza said that her ANC is in Johannesburg and I was
supposed to be burnt because I was a member of Inkatha.

We took these reports to the police. As time went on, some youths came to us to
tell us that Mrs Tabalaza is talking about you all over because even your
children are not allowed to come to the meetings because they are said to tell
you the reports, Nozukobangeni and Tamsanqa Ntandazo.

They gave evidence to court that - it was argued that they must go to my house
to burn down my house because I was against Mrs Tabalaza. One day I was sitting
in my house, I saw these children going into Mr Sipika Zwelonke's shop and I saw
Mr Sipika taking his car out to the village where I was born and my van, my
bakkie was there to take my brother.

Mr Sipika Zwelonke said to my brother in Bathurst, take your brother's car to
the police because these children are going to burn it because my shop was also
going to be burnt.

And my van, my bakkie went to Mount Fletcher and to Maluti. Mr Zwelonke Sipika's
shop burnt down. After that my shop also burnt down and my house, but people
tried to stop fire in my house.

The police arrived, there was chaos all over and their

houses were also burning down.

REVD XUNDU: Let me ask you a few questions to clarify certain matters? What is
your clan name, sir? What is your clan name?

MR NDLELENI: I am Ndleleni.

REVD XUNDU: Your clan name?

MR NDLELENI: I am Xhela.

REVD XUNDU: Xhela, sir, you said that in the village you have a taxi and a shop
and Mrs Tabalaza has a taxi and a shop?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Both of you owned a taxi and shops and they are legal?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: In your village what was the situation before all this chaos? Were
there any organisations before, political organisations in your village?

MR NDLELENI: No, there were no organisations.



REVD XUNDU: You say there were no organisations?

MR NDLELENI: No.

REVD XUNDU: The first organisation to be launched was the ANC Youth League?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: It was brought by the youth?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: It was the first time that such an organisation recruited people?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: The Headmen, why did people burn his house?

MR NDLELENI: I don't know, but according to him he said that his house was burnt
down because he asked these

children, the youth, to come to him and the youth were on Mrs Tabalaza's side.
My wife and I tried to call Mr Naghan and Mr Pope and people of Chamber of
Commerce, we called them to Mr Maqosonge's house because they said that they are
not going to go to the Headmen because the Headmen was a member of Inkatha.

We tried to call members of the ANC and members of the Chamber of Commerce. Mrs
Tabalaza also received a letter inviting her. She said that she is not going to
attend that meeting because she joined ANC in Johannesburg and Kekeni was an
Inkatha.

REVD XUNDU: In your village, was there any members of Inkatha?

MR NDLELENI: No, but they were just calling us Inkatha.

REVD XUNDU: You said that your house and the Headmen's house burnt down?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did you lay charges against anyone concerning this?

MR NDLELENI: Yes. The Headmen just reported this and I opened a case.

REVD XUNDU: Who were accused of this?

MR NDLELENI: There were people who were accused, but they were not sentenced.

REVD XUNDU: Was Mrs Tabalaza one of them? Was Mrs Tabalaza one of the people who
were accused?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, but when the case continued, it was asked that why is it that
she was not reported to be the one who burnt down the houses, in other words,
she was not charged.

She was not charged in the court of law. ... (tape

ends) ... the houses were charged. The Magistrate said that when one of the
youth said that we were sent by Mrs Tabalaza, Mrs Tabalaza was there, but she
left, she went to Johannesburg.

REVD XUNDU: Were these youths sentenced?

MR NDLELENI: No, they were not sentenced.



REVD XUNDU: This shows that there was no evidence to the Magistrate?

MR NDLELENI: It was said that there was not enough evidence that these children
were the ones who burnt down the houses.

REVD XUNDU: You said that there were men who came to you saying that they heard
that Tamsanqa, Nombuyiselo and Nombulelo said that in the meeting, your shop
must be boycotted?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Were these children members of the ANC?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, they were members of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Did you try to find out the truth about this matter?

MR NDLELENI: About what matter sir?

REVD XUNDU: The one that it was discussed in the meeting by Mrs Tabalaza that
the youth have to boycott your shop?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, I did find that it was true because all they said, happened.

REVD XUNDU: Your shop was burnt down?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: But the children that burnt down your house, were not charged?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, they were not charged.

REVD XUNDU: They were not sentenced?

MR NDLELENI: No, they were not sentenced.

REVD XUNDU: They appeared in front of the Magistrate and it was found that there
was not enough evidence?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, their lawyer represented them and it was found that there was
not enough evidence.

REVD XUNDU: Again, you mentioned Zihle Twala in your statement. You said that
Zihle confirmed that it was discussed that your house and your shop and Sipika's
house must be burnt.

MR NDLELENI: Can you please repeat?

REVD XUNDU: You said that Zihle Twala confirmed that it was discussed that your
shop must be burnt?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, he came to tell me that.

REVD XUNDU: Did he testify in court?

MR NDLELENI: He was not there - at that time he was in Durban.

REVD XUNDU: As you were listening to the evidence here it was said that after
all these incidents, you were charged by the Magistrate and you were sentenced.
Were you sentenced because you organised people to burn down these houses?

MR NDLELENI: It was said in court I had no right to revenge.



REVD XUNDU: This revenge, you mean that you were leading people who were burning
down these houses?

MR NDLELENI: They said in court I was the one who burnt down their houses. The
Magistrate took their side.

REVD XUNDU: The Magistrate sentenced you because he was satisfied by the
evidence given?

MR NDLELENI: The Magistrate was satisfied, but I was not satisfied.

REVD XUNDU: Did you make an appeal?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, I did.

REVD XUNDU: What was the result of that?

MR NDLELENI: After an appeal the sentence was reduced.

REVD XUNDU: But you were found guilty, but they just reduced the sentence?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, they just reduced my sentence.

REVD XUNDU: You were released after that?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, I was released due to the laws made by Mr Holomisa.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do - what would you advise the
Commission to do? Due to the situation in your village, what would you like to
see happening in your village so that the people can be compensated?

MR NDLELENI: What I can advise the Commission is to make an investigation of how
did all this happen. Who between myself and Mrs Tabalaza is the cause of the
conflict and this led to the burning down of people's houses. Because what the
police found out we were not satisfied and as they were testifying here, they
said that their houses burnt down first, but their houses were burnt down after
my shop and Mr Sipika's shop burnt down.

REVD XUNDU: And the Headmen's house?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, the Headmen's house was the first one.

REVD XUNDU: Is there anything else you want to say?

MR NDLELENI: What I can say to the Commission is that this took a long time and
we want peace in our area and I hope that - I know that some people have
forgiven me because I had something in my house in December, I had a function in
December and people came, but now it surprises me that people talk about my
wife.

REVD XUNDU: Is she ill?

MR NDLELENI: No, she is not ill, but there is conflict between her and other
people.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you want to say to this Commission?

MR NDLELENI: What I would like to stress is that if there is a way, I would like
the Commission to investigate it so that it can get evidence on what exactly
happened because people's houses were burnt down because of the conflict between
myself and Mrs Tabalaza.



REVD XUNDU: In other words, you want to say that you want peace in your
community so that people can be united as they were before?

MR NDLELENI: We forgave each other with the youth.

REVD XUNDU: What about your transport, your taxi's?

MR NDLELENI: My taxi's are used by the people in the community, except for Mrs
Tabalaza and Mrs Ndabambi, they do not use my taxi's.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I will hand over to you.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Ndleleni, we are not going to want you
to explain all the charges laid against you, because there is no time, but I
have a few questions for you.

The court case where it was discussed about your shop, you said that the two
boys confirmed that Mrs Tabalaza sent them, Tamsanqa Ntandazo was in court.
Tamsanqa, was he accused of anything?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, he was accused.

ADV SANDI: Tamsanqa said that Mrs Tabalaza sent them to burn your house?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, he said that in court and the Magistrate asked where is this
Mrs Tabalaza and Mrs Tabalaza, I think that she heard all this and she went out
of court and she disappeared after that because they tried to look for her.

ADV SANDI: The police who were investigating this case, were they present in
court?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, Mr Gomenge and other police were there.

ADV SANDI: Didn't they say that they will take steps concerning Tamsanqa's
evidence?

MR NDLELENI: No, they did not say anything.

ADV SANDI: You said that you received amnesty. For how long were you sentenced?

MR NDLELENI: I was sentenced for five years.

ADV SANDI: How long did you serve there?

MR NDLELENI: I stayed for 11 months, I was released in the 12th month, but the
sentence was reduced at that time. I was sentenced for two years, if I am not
mistaken.

ADV SANDI: The amnesty referred to - I would like you to explain because there
are different kinds of amnesty. There were different kinds of amnesty before the
Truth Commission amnesty.

MR NDLELENI: I am not sure about the different amnesty that were there, but when
our dockets were checked, if you were arrested before - if you were not arrested
before, you would be released. Such people were released, so that is when I was
released.

ADV SANDI: The amnesty you referred to was it an amnesty where you made a
request that you were a political prisoner?

MR NDLELENI: I don't remember whether politics were involved.



ADV SANDI: You head Mrs Tabalaza saying that you chased

her to the bridge.

MR NDLELENI: She said that but I did not do that, I over

- I was going home to Bathurst and my car stopped because of a flat tire and she
thought that I was following her.

ADV SANDI: It is clear that there were various things that were happening there.
According to you were the police interested in taking steps to try and stop all
the chaos?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, they were trying.

ADV SANDI: What were they doing?

MR NDLELENI: They - the soldiers guarded our village so that there can be peace
after all this incidents.

ADV SANDI: The accusation that you were a member of Inkatha, was it a popular
accusation in the area?

MR NDLELENI: No.

ADV SANDI: Were you the first one to be accused of being a member of Inkatha?

MR NDLELENI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: According to you, how did you see this?

MR NDLELENI: I think it was just an insult that we were Iynkatha members in our
village.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Ndleleni, this incident happened in 1990 and now it is 1997, why is
it that there is no peace because this happened a long time ago?

MR NDLELENI: Mr Chairperson, it is the business - because Mrs Tabalaza saw that
our business was progressing. When the ANC was launched, she used the youth in
order for them to be against me.

CHAIRMAN: That happened in 1990 when the houses were burnt down. My question is
that why is it that after such a long time, there is no peace?

MR NDLELENI: Can you please repeat sir?

CHAIRMAN: This thing happened a long time ago, why is it that you cannot forgive
each other in your village?

MR NDLELENI: I don't know sir, why there is no peace. But I forgot all about the
incident, I did not know that they were still thinking about these things,
luckily the Truth Commission came to our village and we made statements so that
we can come in front of the Commission to say all the things that happened and
if there is a way, there would be peace.

CHAIRMAN: If you look back now, are there things you feel that you did wrongly?

MR NDLELENI: I don't see anything wrong about the things I have done.

CHAIRMAN: All these things are just accusations?



MR NDLELENI: Yes, they are just accusations.

CHAIRMAN: Even the Magistrate that sentenced you?

MR NDLELENI: Yes, because I don't know why the Magistrate sentenced me because I
was the one whose shop was burnt down.

CHAIRMAN: What about others?

MR NDLELENI: Their houses were burnt down, but the first house to be burnt down,
was the Headmen's house and Nkobozana's house and my house and then other houses
followed.

I was in my house trying to defend myself. I was defending my house.

CHAIRMAN: It is not a usual thing that if something happened to you, you have to
revenge it?

MR NDLELENI: It is a usual thing, sir.

CHAIRMAN: But you are saying that these houses were not

burnt by you?

MR NDLELENI: I did not burn them, because I was in my yard. I was trying to stop
fire in my home. When the police came, there were people all over the village.

CHAIRMAN: As the Commission, we handle serious situations Mr Ndleleni, it is not
a nice thing to us that we handle situations where people are hiding the truth,
because we want the truth out, because if people are having businesses, they
tend to favour one another. I don't think you are telling us the whole truth,
you are denying any knowledge of the burning down of these houses.

This is a usual thing and it happens in our areas, there won't be peace, unless
we speak out the truth. If you admit that yes, I have done such and such a
thing, under such situations and you ask for forgiveness, so that people in our
areas can be forgiving each other so that there can be peace, we are handling
serious situations here where people have been killed by the police and by the
Boers. If only people can talk to each other in our villages, there will be
peace.

We are wasting the Commission's time because you can talk amongst each other in
the villages and forgive each other, but this case is with us now and we have to
investigate it. I don't think that you were supposed to come here, you were just
supposed to sit down and ask forgiveness, thank you, you may step down Mr
Ndleleni.

We will now adjourn for lunch, and we will start at half past one.

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NANIWE MARY MARIBELA NDZIMELA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

ADV SANDI: Let us then proceed to Mrs Ndzimela. Are you Naniwe Mary Maribela
Ndzimela? You are going to talk about Zofonia Ndzimela?

NANIWE MARY MARIBELA NDZIMELA: (sworn states)

MS NDZIMELA: Yes. I will be talking about my husband Zofonia Ndzimela.

ADV SANDI: Could you briefly tell us what happened to Zofonia?

MS NDZIMELA: The boers took him, detained him in Bizana.

ADV SANDI: You say he was detained for three years?

MS NDZIMELA: Yes. When he came back in the third year he was terribly ill. He
would vomit blood and half of his body was paralysed. A short while after that
he passed away.

ADV SANDI: For the three years that he was in detention, was there a court case.

MS NDZIMELA: Pardon?

ADV SANDI: Was there a court case? Was he accused of anything?

MS NDZIMELA: I do not know what he did, but he was detained by the boers. I do
not know why they detained him. As the previous witnesses said, after he became
ill, he passed away in 1982. Yes he passed away in 1982.

ADV SANDI: According to the request to the Commission.... Do you have other
requests, other than what is written in

 

the in the statement? Are you saying that that is all?

MS NDZIMELA: Yes that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you madam.

MS NDZIMELA: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

 

-----------------------

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: SIWEWE MAMTABAS NGAKANANI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

CHAIRPERSON: We now call Penelope Madikizela to come forward, is she here?
Siwewe Mamtabasa Ngakanani and Poyinda Nagi.

MS NGAKANANI: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Mr Ngakanani I would like to start with you. Can you hear me?

MS NGAKANANI: I can hear you.

MS MAYA: According to your statement madam, you are going to tell us the story
about your father, Nohlaza Ngakanani Jakada.

MS NGAKANANI: Yes that is correct?

MS MAYA: He was one of the people who were members of Congo at the time, but he
was tortured or ill-treated in 1971. According to your statement he was arrested
in 1971 and he was ill-treated by the police in Kambati. Can you please tell us
how his condition was when he was released?

MS NGAKANANI: They cut his throat.

MS MAYA: When you asked him what happened, what did he say?

MS NGAKANANI: He said that the boers did this to him and they said he must not
tell. He said that the boers wanted the truth from him.

MS MAYA: Yes.

MS NGAKANANI: And they cut his throat with a knife.

MS MAYA: Yes. What happened.

MS NGAKANANI: He fell down. He became unconscious. After that he woke up and his
health was not well after

that.

MS MAYA: Besides this cutting of his throat what else?

MS NGAKANANI: He was beaten up and after that his health was so bad.

MS MAYA: How long did he stay in prison?

MS NGAKANANI: He stayed for six years. He stayed in prison for two years. He
came back. He stayed a year and he died.

MS MAYA: Did he appear in front of a Magistrate for a court case.



MS NGAKANANI: I do not know for I was in my own home at that time.

MS MAYA: He has passed away?

MS NGAKANANI: Yes, he has passed away.

MS MAYA: He died after how long?

MS NGAKANANI: He stayed for three years and he was injured all the time. He was
coughing blood and he died.

MS MAYA: Madam do you have any requests to put forward to this Commission?

MS NGAKANANI: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: What are your requests madam?

MS NGAKANANI: My request is that if it is possible I would like to be helped to
support my children.

MS MAYA: How old are your children?

MS NGAKANANI: I am his eldest daughter and he has grand children who need to be
supported.

MS MAYA: Is there any other thing that you want to add madam to what you have
already said?

MS NGAKANANI: Yes, I can say that there is something, but I do not see my grand
child, because if he was here he would come here and testify, because he
mentioned that he

wanted a tombstone.

MS MAYA: Thank you madam.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NONKWANDA NORA MAYIDUME

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NONKWANDA NORA MAYIDUME: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Nonkwanda Nora you have heard the evidence that was put before the
Commission. We have a statement before us on your behalf. Is there something
that you would like to add?

MS MAYIDUMA: Thank you. There is nothing that I would like to add.

CHAIRPERSON: You, therefore, confirm that this evidence that was put before us
is true?

You are quite young. How are you involved in this incident?

MS MAYIDUMA: I was three months old when this incident occurred. My brother told
me what happened.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you madam.

 

-----------------------
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NCONONO MABEL NONDABULA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NCONONO MABEL NONDABULA: (sworn states)

MS NONDABULA: Excuse me Mr Chairperson. The things that have been said, I
confirm them.

I also agree that something must be done to commemorate Nonqulana.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you madam. Your requests have been documented. We will also
look at them carefully.

Thank you very much.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MVELO NONKONYANE

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

CHAIRPERSON: Before I thank you I will hand over to Pathekile Bukrula who gave
in a statement. He requested that he appear before the Commission so that he can
give his side of the story so that the Commission can have his report as well.

I would like to reiterate that we are not in a court of law. This is the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. We will call him and his representative Adv
Nonkonyane.

Chief Nonkonyane, Pathekile will give evidence.

Yes Sir.

Can we swear him in?

Perhaps I can be sworn in as well.

Are all three of them going to be sworn in?

The three of them.

Please get up Sir.

CHIEF BUKRULA PATHEKILE: (sworn states)

ADV MVELO NONKONYANE: (sworn states)

MS KHETHIWE PATHEKILE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We thank the three of you.

Before I ask you, Chief Nonkonyane to address us, could you just clarify your
status? Are you appearing as the legal representative for both witness?

ADV NONKONYANE: I confirm, Chairperson and Honourable members, that I appear on
brief for both Chief Pathekile and also his sister.

CHAIRPERSON: Chief Nonkonyane do you want to address us?

MR NONKONYANE: Yes.

First of all I would like to thank this Commission for having written to the
Chief such that if there is any thing affecting him that he should have this
opportunity and also this respect to be in the programme as we had requested.

First of all Mr Chairperson, the witnesses in Balasgayini, we have heard him
already. The statement that was sent to us was Mr Elliot Skhosana's statement.
We do not have the other copies.

He referred to the gentleman next to me and the lady on my right. Bala is not
here, perhaps if he could come. Maybe he can speak on his behalf.



Mr Chairperson truly, all our people stayed in Zalogats Umtimdi. The truth that
has been put before is that Elliot has just arrived in that village. It is his
son that stayed in that village. His son was from Natal. We did not ask what
organisation he belonged to or why he had ran away from Natal and came to stay
here. We allowed him to stay here with his son.

Truly, when the organisation started in this country, as Chief Holomisa was
still leading we informed our people that the organisation had been unbanned and
the ANC started spreading freely.

This gentleman next to me ..... (end of tape).

The ANC and other organisations really started spreading freely.

The Logane incident, it is true that Elliot's house was burnt down. That is not
true, his house was not burnt down, it is his son's house that was burnt down.

 

As it is customary for us when there has been damage in the village the people
go to the Chief to report. They did go. The women and men that were there they
went and examined the damage. What is even more important is to look at the
cause and investigate the cause of the arson.

The Chief went and they investigated the matter. The truth is the children left
the grass that was alight in the kitchen. This caught fire and the house burnt
down.

This is what happened and then a report was given.

He then said he has got no money he is not going to go there. There was conflict
at the time with him and a few people that have been mentioned. They were saying
that they governed themselves.

Ghosi then requested that they should go together. They said they had no money.
This is after the truth had been revealed. First they thought that it is the
Chief or people from the village who had burnt their house down.

It was then later revealed that it was a mistake, the children's mistake.

It was then surprising for him that the next day when he arrived the Chief had
sent some people.

The truth is that these three men did not want to work together with the Chief.
When they got to town they gave in their report. Their was an investigation. The
truth is that no one from Timde, except the family made a mistake on who burnt
down the house.

We cannot pay for such damage when it is his own children who caused the fire.
We have no money to do that because we are starving.

Then Mancanceni, he as well. It is true that his house was burnt down. The Chief
went to Skadeni together

with his people. He says that Chief did not go there. The Chief is disputing
that. He did go.

The truth here is that there was never a finding as to who is guilty of the
arson. The matter was taken to the police for investigation. We assume that the
process was completed.

The fact that a Chief of Royal blood brought people to burn Mancanceni's house
down, well, that is very sad. How can they be so deceptive? How can they



blatantly lie as elderly people.

If it is that the Chief threatened people's lives, if it is so, they would not
be alive today. The truth is the Chief when he had a problem he called me and
said that I must go and help because there is conflict.

Let me clarify something. There is no conflict between the ANC and the
villagers. The conflict came later when Sanco was started in our village.

I went there. We met with the Youth League and the Women's League. These are the
things that happened, Mr Commissioner.

First of all, when Sanco started in our village... Sanco did not work together
with the Chiefs, that is educating people about politics. It therefore worked
against the ANC. People had to be politically orientated and enlightened.

Therefore what would happen when Sanco started, it

had its Chairperson. The forests were burnt down. There is no forestry now.
These forests were destroyed. And the forest would help the people. The grass
which was used in building huts, the grass destroyed by Sanco.

They would sell these nature resources. The money

did not go to the Government. The wealth of the land did not go to the
Government. They used it. Perhaps they should come before the Commission and
account for that money.

There were projects in the area, there was a dairy, because there was a self-
help scheme. That is no longer existent. There were communal gardens to help
people. They are non-existent. There were fruit gardens as well. They were all
good healthy gardens, but they are no longer there. The cause for all this is
not the ANC, the cause was Sanco. They just had an ANC banner.

This damage was also caused by the people who were speaking here previously.

Penton Simabele Thlangu, this house was over eight bedrooms, it was well-
furnished, this house was burnt down. He was just guilty of one vice and it was
that the ANC was not working together with the Chiefs. We did not see who burnt
the house down, but there were suspicions that Sanco people are guilty.

We left that to the court of law. The police was supposed to investigate the
issue. If someone was arrested they must speak up for themselves according to
the law of the country.

There is a policeman, Mavatha, who stayed in Bala. We do not know what happened
there, but what I would like to clarify. The Mavatha is no longer. Mavatha was

killed. He was murdered. Mavatha was shot. Mquti was a suspect. He was arrested
Umzamba, because he was guilty in attempting Mavatha. Later Mavatha was
murdered. He is no longer.

These are some of the things that I thought I would

clarify, before the Commission would ask questions.

In conclusion where the Commission speaks about Nonkonyane I would like to
pardon myself. Am I going to be given an opportunity to ask Chief Nonkonyane to
come? But that would be nonsensical. I can answer that as I sit here.

There is only one thing I would like to say to this Commission. The ANC in
Pondoland was brought by no one but myself. The people that you saw here are
just disciplined and dedicated members of the ANC.



In 1994 I was on the list of the ANC as a dedicated member of the ANC. In 1993 I
realised that these people were causing conflict in the village. If the
Commission wants me to clarify this on another day and give other statements I
can do that, but I dismissing all this with contempt. There is none such.

Even so Mr Commissioner, I would like to talk to the Pondo people. The people
who are going to come here and lie about the Chiefs, we forgive them. We are not
going to bear a grudge against them. We have been brought up to lead people who
stab us in the back.

The people that we protected come here and lie about us, even so, we pray that
the Lord does not revenge them.

The Pondo people, especially Amabala, they can go after him, the Chief. But we
have informed our people that this is just political enlightenment. We just need
to alleviate the standards of our peoples's lives.

I want to clarify something. That people who came to Pondoland and caused
conflict are not originally from here. They are mere visitors. No one from the
Bala clan will cause any bloodshed in our land.

 

Peace to the Pondo people!

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We have given you a lengthy time to talk. I do not know whether
these people that Mr Bukrula Pathekile and Mrs Khethiwe Pathekile, maybe they
would like to add something.

CHIEF PATHEKILE: I have nothing more to add.

MRS PATHEKILE: There is nothing else that I would like to add. That is all.

CHAIRPERSON: Order please. Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. I have two questions only. I have
two questions to Mr Nonkonyane.

Chief Nonkonyane, you spoke as an Attorney and as a Chief. Is that so?

MR NONKONYANE: Yes.

MR SANDI: The list that you were reading, do you have a personal knowledge of
these things or were you told about these things?

MR NONKONYANE: This list was prepared by a Committee in Umtimde. The destruction
that I am referring to I know about it.

MR SANDI: Does Chief Bukrula and Mrs Khethiwe, would it not be better if they
had spoken for themselves, because these are the things that happened in their
own village?

MR NONKONYANE: I think that they took their legal rights to be represented.

MR SANDI: I am going to ask a last question. If you do not want to ask the
question it is all right. Were there reasons why they wanted legal
representation?

MR NONKONYANE: It is their right, their prerogative that

they be represented.



MR SANDI: The reason that I am asking this question is that most of the people
that came before the Commission especially people who were accused would speak
for themselves. I am sure you are well aware of that, especially as an Attorney?
Did it not amaze you that they should be legally represented?

MR NONKONYANE: No, because even the letter that they got ... We are not talking
about legal terms.

MR SANDI: We can talk about legal issues.

MR NONKONYANE: The letter says that there are people with accusations. They have
a right to be legally represented. For their own reasons they choose legal
representation.

They know that I am the Chief of the Bala clan and I am an Attorney.

MR SANDI: Did I understand well, when you said that you were talking about what
they told you, you have no personal knowledge of what happened according to your
list.

MR NONKONYANE: I just have personal knowledge of what happened at Bizweni.

CHAIRPERSON: One question for you. I want to ask Mr Bukrula first.

According to your knowledge were there any other houses that were burnt down in
your village on the 3 May 1993?

MR PATHEKILE: According to my knowledge there are houses that burnt down on that
day.

CHAIRPERSON: How many?

MR PATHEKILE: Soshlobo's house and Skhosana's house. At the time of Mancanceni
and Timbawana their houses got burnt afterwards.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you estimate in which month this incident happened?

MR PATHEKILE: No, I cannot, but it was in 1993.

CHAIRPERSON: The three people whose houses were burnt down were they in the
group which was against your authority in the village?

MR PATHEKILE: Sir, in Skhosana's place I tried to get there. There was an
investigation done and one man called Mr Skhosana's wife and asked her what
happened and she said that the children were burning grass in the kitchen.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to disrupt you, because we have already heard that
from Chief Nonkonyane, who is your legal representative.

What I want to know, these three houses, the people of these three houses were
they against your authority in the village.

MR PATHEKILE: I do not know about that.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like you to give me a chance to finish my question.

What I am saying is, in the evidence given by Mr Nonkonyane on your behalf we
found out that there a group of people in your village, those people were
against your authority. My question is, these people whose houses were burnt
down in 1993 were they members of this group that was against you?

MR PATHEKILE: There are mixed Sir.



CHAIRPERSON: The three people who came here, who said that there houses were
burnt down, were they belonging to this group?

MR PATHEKILE: No, but they used to take control of the field and the crops.

CHAIRPERSON: Your legal representative said that they were against you.

MR PATHEKILE: Yes they were against me because they were controlling the field.

CHAIRPERSON: Let me ask you again this question. Were these three men who just
testified here were they against your authority in the village.

MR PATHEKILE: Yes, they were against my royal authority.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there a connection, according to your knowledge, because they
were the ones whose houses were burnt down in 1993? Is there a connection that
they were against your authority and their houses being burnt down? Is there a
connection between the two?

MR PATHEKILE: No, I do not think so, because other people's houses were also
burnt down.

CHAIRPERSON: How many houses were burnt down at that time? You said there were
three. You said there were three houses that burnt down in 1993.

MR PATHEKILE: There were four houses.

CHAIRPERSON: These three men who came here are they amongst the four people
whose houses were burnt down?

MR PATHEKILE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Miss Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I have one question to Mrs Khethiwe.

My question to you madam is concerning you. When you were asked whether you have
something to say you said that even at that time you were supporting your
brother. You were talking on behalf of your brother. What did you mean by that?

MRS PATHEKILE: What I can say is that I have no knowledge of what Skhosana have
said.

MS MAYA: Madam, my question is you just said that even at that time you were
speaking on behalf of your brother. What were you talking about? You can speak
on behalf of your brother. What did you say? What did you say on behalf of your
brother madam?

MRS PATHEKILE: Me?

MS MAYA: Yes.

MRS PATHEKILE: I asked them what they were doing to my brother? I did not insult
anyone.

MS MAYA: Who did you say this to?

MRS PATHEKILE: Are you asking me?

MS MAYA: Yes madam.

MRS PATHEKILE: I was saying this while we were in court.



MS MAYA: You said that you were speaking on behalf of your brother. Who were you
talking to?

MRS PATHEKILE: I do not understand your question.

MS MAYA: One other question, the last one madam. I am going to go back to my
first question.

You said that you won Mr Skhosana.

MRS PATHEKILE: No I did not won Mr Skhosana.

MS MAYA: Thank you madam.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you for coming here to this Commission with this issue and
it has some difficulty because we heard two different versions of this incident.
This disturbed us, but what I can say is that it is not supposed to be a
disturbance because the truth overcomes deception, because at the end we have to
get the truth.

And the truth will come out on these two different

stories.

I want to thank the two groups that came here to testify in this Commission. I
would like to thank them for answering our questions. And I would like to thank
the two different groups because they showed us that they would like peace in
their village.

Our investigators are going to investigate about this issue. Maybe they will go
back to this village to get the truth so that we can be able to know the exact
truth, because the two different groups have said different things.

What disturbs us as the Commission is that people are scared as the men who have
just testified here have said, that they did not know whether they are not going
to die or not. We want to place this on record as the Commission, but these
people fear for their lives and if anything happens to them they have told the
whole South Africa that they fear for their lives because of what is happening
in their village.

We know that there are political conflict in our areas and we would like these
conflict to be solved, so that people do not feel threatened in their areas.

We appeal on both sides that people would understand each other and we hope that
we will not hear that anything has happened to these people.

We thank you Chief Nonkonyane for... (Tape ends)

....Chief and the lady next to you, you may step down.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: JONGINDLU THEOPHILUS NUBA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

JONGINDLU THEOPHILUS NUBA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Sir you have heard the evidence. Do you confirm this evidence or
maybe you want to add.

MR NUBA: I confirm the evidence but I would like to emphasise the request
concerning Nonqulana. I felt bad when Ndlovu and Ngquza mountains were put
before Nonqulana, because everything started at Nonqulana when the comrades were
standing up against the tyrannical reign of the Government of the day. The
heroes of Pondoland went to meet at Nonqulana, standing up against an autocratic
rule.

The root was Ngquza. This is why I wanted to emphasise that history begins at
Nonqulana. This is how it can be complete.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Where is Segilwe?

MR NUBA: It is in Bizana.

Thank you Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for having helped to get a fuller picture of what
happened.

Mr Sandi is going to thank you on behalf of the Commission.

MR NUBA: Pardon me. I request that there be RDP services at Nonqulana.

MR SANDI: Even though you did not warn me that I am going to be thanking these
people, therefore what I will

be saying will be truly from my heart, because I did not prepare anything.

We thank all the witnesses that came before us as we have been endeavouring to
look at the matter, the Ngquza incident. The witnesses that came before us from
yesterday to today, our efforts perhaps are something that is life to you but to
us it is a part of history.

In our historical documentation this incident is only reported, but now that we
are here we realise how much it contributed to the political struggle.

I thank you on behalf of the Commission.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You may step down.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NDOVELA NXASANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NDOVELA NXASANA: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Mr Nxasana you are going to talk about yourself. Is that so?

MR NXASANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You were one of the people who were detained after the Ngquza incident.
Is that so?

MR NXASANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where were you detained and when?

MR NXASANA: In Umtata.

MS MAYA: For how long?

MR NXASANA: I was first detained at Mkhambati and then Umtata.

MS MAYA: You have mentioned Umzimkhulu and Umgundlovo.

MR NXASANA: Yes. That was after Umtata, they took me to Umzimkhulu, from
Umzimkhulu to Pietermaritzburg.

MS MAYA: What was your period of your detention?

MR NXASANA: Almost a year.

MS MAYA: When you were in detention, what did they do to you?

MR NXASANA: I was beaten up in Mkhambathi. This is when I told them, I
confronted them, they had beaten me up and they had broken my joints on my
hands.

MS MAYA: Tell me more about Mkhambathi?

MR NXASANA: It was a forest. There were just tents there in the forest.

MS MAYA: Are you talking about tents?

MR NXASANA: Yes. I was beaten up in Mkhambathi.

MS MAYA: You said that there were just sails there. Are you talking about tents?

MR NXASANA: We were beaten up. They beat me up on my buttocks and my hand was
injured. I would scream.

MS MAYA: I see that they would tie you up.



MR NXASANA: That is the vans.

MS MAYA: Would you like to add anything to your statement Sir?

MR NXASANA: I do not have more evidence, except the places I mentioned, where I
was beaten up.

MS MAYA: How is your health.

MR NXASANA: I did not do anything.

MS MAYA: What I am trying to ask, are you well now?

MR NXASANA: Well, there is not much I can say. There was a court case and I was
released.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MR NXASANA: Well I could have a request, because I was injured. I almost deaf,
because I was electrocuted.

MS MAYA: Therefore, what request do you have?

MR NXASANA: I do not know what the Commission can do for me. I told you my state
of affairs.

MS MAYA: Is that all? Is there something you would like to add?

MR NXASANA: I cannot hear you properly. I have finished, provided that you are
going to do something for me.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I hand over to the Chairperson.

MR NXASANA: Thank you to all of you.

-----------------------

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NTOMBIKAYISE ALBERTINA NXULU

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------CHAIRMAN: I now call
Nthombikayise Albertina Nxulu; Nontombi Bhasayi Makwaba; Nopopi Mantola Majinga;
Ndabazipheli Myekwa Qwathekana. That is numbers 5,6,7 and 8. Are they here?

NTOMBIKAYISE ALBERTINA NXULU: (sworn states)

MS MAYA: Can you hear me, Mrs Nxulu?

MS NXULU: Yes I can hear.

MS MAYA: According to the statement in front of us you are going to talk about
Mathopisi Siqakaza. What is your connection to him?

MS NXULU: He was my father. At the time of the Nonqulana incident we found that
he was involved.

MS MAYA: Can you please tell us what happened to him.

MS NXULU: The police came looking for my father and he was not at home at the
time of the Nonqulana incident. There was one man and they beat him up and they
came back the following day, looking for my father and he was not there.

We heard after a while that he was arrested. He was beaten up.

MS MAYA: For how long was he arrested?

MS NXULU: He was arrested for a year and then came back.

MS MAYA: Do you know where he was arrested?

MS NXULU: It was in Kokstad.

MS MAYA: What happened to him as you said that his ribs were broken?

MS NXULU: He told us that they were beaten up and his ribs were broken and as a
result of that he could not go back to work.

MS MAYA: Do you know what the police used to beat him up?

MS NXULU: No, I do not know.

MS MAYA: But you say that he was not well after that.

MS NXULU: Yes.

MS MAYA: Can you please explain that?

MS NXULU: Two of his ribs were broken.

MS MAYA: Is he still alive



MS NXULU: Yes he is still alive.

MS MAYA: How is his general health, except the one you have just mentioned?

MS NXULU: He cannot hear, in other words, he came out of jail in that situation.

MS MAYA: Yes?

MS NXULU: He cannot hear because he was beaten up.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else that you want to add?

MS NXULU: Can you please repeat your question?

MS MAYA: Is there anything else or do you have any requests to this Commission?
Let me help you. You said that you need help or the grandchildren of your
father.

MS NXULU: Yes that is correct.

MS MAYA: And you also requested water in your area, clean water in your area.

MS NXULU: Yes.

MS MAYA: You also requested that there have to be a day to remember, to
commemorate the people who died on that day.

MS NXULU: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is that all you want to say today in front of this Commission?

MS NXULU: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you madam. You can go back to your seat.

 

-------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: SIPHO JACKSON PHANGOMSO

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

SIPHO JACKSON PHANGOMSO: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Phangomso, I would like you to come nearer to the microphone and as
you are giving your evidence can you please face me so that if I want to disrupt
you, you can see me.

Mr Phangomso you were in the same village with the two men here. You are a
member of the mentioned organisation?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes. The meetings were also held in my house, in my home.

MR SANDI: Are you a member of this organisation.

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes I am a member of this organisation.

MR SANDI: Your house was also burnt down?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us when this happened, what time was it, who was
in the house at that time?

MR PHANGOMSO: I would like to stand up as I am giving my evidence. Please
forgive me.

Before my house was burnt it was at night, I was sleeping. One policeman, names
Mavatha came to my home together with Zincedile Pothe and Viani Mothandabuso.
Monwabisi Jama was also there.

When I opened the door Monwabisi has a gun and he said ...

MR SANDI: Is Monwabisi a policeman?

MR PHANGOMSO: No, Monwabisi is not a policeman. He was

with the police.

MR SANDI: He had a gun?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes. The policeman also had a gun, a revolver. The other two had
sjamboks. One of them was a policeman, Mavatha. The second, Monwabisi Jama, is
not a policeman.

MR SANDI: These people who were not policemen, who were together with the
police, were they members of your organisation or were they members of any other
organisation?

MR PHANGOMSO: They were people who were asked by Mavatha to accompany him to



come and arrest us together with Nqetho.

MR SANDI: Were they coming to arrest you?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Please continue Sir.

MR PHANGOMSO: I woke up in my bed and I put on my clothes. They told me to hurry
up and I put on my clothes.

MR SANDI: Who was telling you to hurry up?

MR PHANGOMSO: It was Monwabisi Zincedile Pothe.

MR SANDI: They were telling you to hurry up?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes. Zincedile Pothe was in our village.

MR SANDI: What was his position in the village? What was his status in the
village?

MR PHANGOMSO: I was so scared because these people had a revolver. They told us
we were going to the Chief's house and I thought that they would not take us to
the Chief's house. They would take us to their homes. And they did that.

When we arrived at their homes they sent a message

for one man to be picked up.

I was scared, because we were going to cross a river and it was dark. I was
scared that they were going to shoot us.

These men woke and we went with them to the Chief's house. We arrived in the
morning together with Nqethu.

There were two of us and these people were six. We were eight together.

When we arrived at the Chief's house we sat near the kraal and the Chief just
took his chair and he came with his chair to us. His chair was in the back.

MR SANDI: Who is this Chief, because I saw you pointing down.

MR PHANGOMSO: There he is.

They were taking us to him.

MR SANDI: Who is he?

MR PHANGOMSO: He is Chief Bukrula.

MR SANDI: Please continue with your story. What happened?

MR PHANGOMSO: When he said down, Mavatha said to him... MR SANDI: Mavatha is a
policeman?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes, the policeman. He said, Chief we have brought these people.
We want to know who is the real chief in the village? Nqethu stood up and he
answered them.

He asked them, how is he a chief because he is a member of this organisation.
Mavatha said, you are a Chief, can't you see that you are a Chief?



And the Chief stood up and said, I am no longer a Chief. He said, can't you see
that he is the Chief.

MR SANDI: What happened after that?

MR PHANGOMSO: While we were still there Mavatha stood up again and he said, Sir,
you must not divulge what I am doing, but I am fixing something up.

MR SANDI: Let us now go back to the incident, Mr Phangomso, to the incident of
your house being burnt, but before we do that, what happened to you in the
Chief's house? Were you released, did you go back home?

MR PHANGOMSO: When Mavatha left together with his group he left the word that he
was going to fix up something and we were scared after he said these words. I
saw him when my house was burning down, he jumped over my fence.

MR SANDI: Did any policeman come to your house to look at the damage?

MR PHANGOMSO: I went to the police. I went to our Chief before going to the
police. I sent Zingisile, but the Chief did not come. Then I decided to go to
the police.

MR SANDI: Your intentions when you were sending this young man to the Chief,
what were you expecting?

MR PHANGOMSO: I expected him to come and to take me with him to the police.

MR SANDI: Was that the usual way in your village when such incident happened,
before you can go to the police you have to go to the Chief to report?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes, if something happened in our village you have to go and
report it to the Chief and you will be given instructions by the Chief on what
to do.

MR SANDI: In conclusion Mr Phangomso, what was the damage at home when your
house was burnt down?

MR PHANGOMSO: When I count my belongings that were damaged because that was like
a storage hut to me. Everything was there. I stored everything in that hut.

MR SANDI: What is your request to the Commission concerning what happened to
you?

MR PHANGOMSO: Although I make this request to the Government I do understand
that I am old now, this happened while I was still working. I do not know who is
going to replace all the things that were burnt down, because I do not have a
son.

MR SANDI: What is your request to the Government, Mr Phangomso?

MR PHANGOMSO: My request to the Government is that the Government will see what
to do and will help me to try and built up my home again.

MR SANDI: Are you safe in your village? Is there a request you want to make
concerning your safety in your village?

MR PHANGOMSO: That will not help because as I am here today, when I go out I do
not know what will happen to me at night. There is devil all over in that
village. There is evil in that village.

MR SANDI: Is there anything you think will happen to you, Mr Phangomso as you
came here to testify to this Commission?



MR PHANGOMSO: Yes, anything can happen to me. I will not hide that. If the
Government answers my request I will be dead by then. There is a lot of evil
there, a lot of darkness.

MR SANDI: Are you saying that you might be killed for having come here?

MR PHANGOMSO: I swear by my mother's grave. I am waiting for anything. I will be
killed, because I came here and spoke. They are going to kill me.

MR SANDI: Are there any other residents in your village that you think should
have been here perhaps to talk, to speak as you have but they are scared.

MR PHANGOMSO: There is plenty of people. The entire organisation is afraid to
come forward.

MR SANDI: What are they afraid of?

MR PHANGOMSO: The organisation was destroyed when it started. People were strong
enough to come together again and was destroyed yet again. There now is no unity
within the organisation.

MR SANDI: Mr Phangomso, because we have a statement before us I am not going to
continue with other questions. I will hand over to the Chairperson so that if he
had other questions, maybe the panel, my colleagues here may ask them. You may
sit down.

Thank you Mr Phangomso.

MR PHANGOMSO: I have a request. I request that Ngilu must come and talk because
he was our leader in the village. He is the person who was the head of our
organisation.

MR SANDI: Who is Ngilu, Mr Phangomso?

MR PHANGOMSO: He is Nqito.

MR SANDI: Thank you. I will look carefully at your requests and consider them.

MR PHANGOMSO: Thank your Mr Chairperson.

REV XUNDU: First I want to know, perhaps you can clarify some matters for us,
because the elderly gentleman next to you is hard of hearing. In any village,
how many organisations are there, besides the Congo one?

MR PHANGOMSO: There are two organisations.

REV XUNDU: Will you tell us which they are.

MR PHANGOMSO: ANC and Sanco. Both of them were destroyed.

REV XUNDU: Were these organisations working together?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes.

REV XUNDU: There was no third organisation?

MR PHANGOMSO: No.

REV XUNDU: I would like you to clarify one more thing for me. In Elliot
Skhosana's testimony he talked about Khithiwe Pathekile who got an order that
there should not be meeting at his house. What was her status. Was she a member
of another organisation?



MR PHANGOMSO: I cannot answer that because it had already been said when I
arrived.

REV XUNDU: Maybe you can ask the gentleman next to you.

Why did Khithiwe Pathekile say that if you do not close down the gatherings at
your place then there would be trouble?

MR PHANGOMSO: They were against the meetings.

REV XUNDU: What about Mavatha? Was he a policeman in your village? Was he from
the village?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes he was from the village. Therefore he was a policeman who
stayed in the village. He stayed in the village but worked in Lusikisiki.

REV XUNDU: Therefore when he addressed you, he addressed you in his capacity as
a policeman?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes, but he was member of - excuse me Sir, he said he was a
Station Commander... He said he was sent by the village. He said he was
representing the village.

REV XUNDU: Do you have another witness besides the Station Commander?

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes I have a witness. Yes, Monabe she is a witness.

REV XUNDU: Therefore our investigators can investigate this whole matter.

MR PHANGOMSO: Yes they may do so and they will get the truth.

REV XUNDU: You say that you saw Mavathu jumping over the fence. Did you give
that report to the police?

MR PHANGOMSO: The police were there when I gave that report. They did not do
anything about it. The police said they would patrol the area.

REV XUNDU: Which policeman were you reporting to? Which policeman did you give a
statement to? Do you remember the policeman?

MR PHANGOMSO: No, but the Station Commander was Zozi.

REV XUNDU: When you see the face of the policeman, would you recognise him?

MR PHANGOMSO: I do not think so.

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

Mr Phangomso, your request that Mr Pothe come up, this is not a court of law. We
are the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. If this was a court of law we would
ask you to call a witness. Secondly before somebody comes here and talk before
the Commission there must be a statement first. We do not have the man's
statement.

According to our procedure we should first get a statement. If we let him speak
without a statement there would be no order. We cannot help you with that. We
ask for your forgiveness.

Mr Skhosana, can you hear me. I would like to know what your requests are to the
Commission? Why have you

come before the Commission?



MR SKHOSANA: I have a request. If the Commission could compensate me, as my life
has been so badly damaged because of so much loss, my house. I have nothing. If
the Government could compensate and help me in whatever way they can.

REV XUNDU: Therefore you are requesting that the Commission compensate you for
the loss of your house?

Is that all?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes that is all. I have a second one. And it is that if the
Government has a way we are terribly oppressed and live in fear. We cannot
freely join organisations that we would like to join. In our village there is no
peace. If the Government could intervene in our village, please.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Skhosana. I just want to know... Before you can be
helped by the Government we have to advise them. What do you think the
Government can do? How can the Government intervene, such that there is peace in
your village? What is it that the Government can do?

MR SKHOSANA: If the Government could liaise with the Chief so that people live
in peace and not in fear, even tonight we might not be able to sleep at home
because it might not be safe. Thank you Sir.

REV XUNDU: I would like to thank you as we finish off later on. According to the
National Unity and Reconciliation Act we have been given a responsibility that
if somebody has made an accusation that person should have an opportunity to
come before the Commission to respond to such accusations.

-------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: CETYIWE ELEANOR PIKA DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------ADV SANDI: We will
proceed to the lady next to Mr Jali. Your full names madam please.

MS PIKA: My name is Eleanor Pika.

CETYIWE ELEANOR PIKA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Who are you going to talk about?

MS PIKA: I am going to talk about my husband, April Pika.

ADV SANDI: Will you briefly tell us what happened to your husband?

MS PIKA: The boers came, took him, beat him up, kicked him, threw him on the
floor. They threw him into a police van and took him to town. He was detained
for two days in town and then he came back. He was terribly injured.

ADV SANDI: Exactly how was he injured?

MS PIKA: He got injured when they were beating him up.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement Mrs Pika you say that they used the back
of the gun to beat him up.

MS PIKA: You say that they were using guns, they would kick him with their
boots, slap him on the face, throw him on the floor. That ill-treatment caused
his illness.

On his release he was never able to do anything constructive again until he
passed away.

ADV SANDI: Which year was it?

MS PIKA: If I am not mistaken he passed away in 1985, according to the documents
here.

ADV SANDI: You speak about a child with epileptic fits. Whose child is that?

MS PIKA: It is my child.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember what you said about this child?

MS PIKA: I remember you spoke about this child.

ADV SANDI: Could you repeat please. What did you say about the child. According
to your statement you said your child should be given a sickness grant. Is there
something else you would like to say, madam? Maybe you have something to say.

MS PIKA: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you madam.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: BEKABANTU QALANYOBE

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

BEKABANTU QALANYOBE: (sworn states)

MR QALANYOBE: Mr Chairman I have no complaints about the evidence that was given
before the Commission, even today's evidence I am satisfied. I have a request,
however.

I request the Commission to help up with some form of feeding scheme. Our
children are hungry. We are unemployed. We do not know what to do. That is my
request.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you talking about ordinary food?

MR QALANYOBE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: In your statement have you mentioned this request?

MR QALANYOBE: No, I am adding that. Yes I am adding.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: LIVINGSTONE SIPHELO SAPO

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

CHAIRPERSON: The following did not arrive: Rosina Noqa, Florence Namabalang
Ditwa, Nomobana Woodfield Kipje. They were going to give evidence that Congo had
done something against them. It is sad that they did not come, so that the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission could listen to their evidence. There is nothing
that we can do, however, because they are not here, but I want them to know that
it is sad that they did not come.

The last people that we are going to listen to is the following. They are going
to talk about the same incident. Livingstone Siphelo Sapo, Velile Ngcamla,
Nokuzola Phillip, Tshitshi Ndlazi, Simlindile Mabena and Mandlenkosi Tambodala.

This is the last group of the day.

(Witnesses sworn in)

MR SANDI: The incident why you are all here briefly is that on a certain day in
December 1989 there was a march and at that march the police shot at people.
They shot people who were marching and they shot people who were not involved in
that march.

This means that you have the same story. Maybe there is no need for each and
everyone of you to explain the whole story, but on Sunday when we met, you
elected certain people amongst you to represent you to lead the evidence on your
behalf.

You said that it would be Livingstone Siphelo Sapo and Simlindile Mabena. The
two of you, can you please come nearer to the microphone. I would like to
clarify one matter. If I remember clearly it is Mandlenkosi Tambodala in stead
of Simlindile Mabena.

Sapo and Mabena were leading the march at the time of this incident. Tambodala
was at the back of the march and he would give us evidence concerning that
issue.

Let us start with Mr Sapo and I would like you not to dwell on the boycott or
the complaints about the workers, to save time.

LIVINGSTONE SIPELO SAPO: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: There was a march. The workers were

marching and everybody in the street joined in the march. Is that so?

MR SAPO: Yes that is so.

MR SANDI: The workers were complaining, but let us look at the shooting incident
that happened that day. Let me hand over to you Sir to tell us what happened on
this particular day.



MR SAPO: There is something I want to clarify if the Commission allows me. This
incident I can divide it into three.

Firstly, it was on the 2nd December 1989. After the march one of our comrades
whose name is Fikile Philip was run over by a police van in town, in Lusikisiki.
This is the first incident.

We had a march on that day because three of our comrades were detained and I
would like to mention their names. It was comrade Nqokana, comrade Tombuzo and
comrade Ngubane. They were detained for a week and they did not appear in the
court of law. We visited the Chief Magistrate frequently because we wanted them
to be in a court of law and in the second week the Chief Magistrate ordered the
police to bring them to court and their was no charge laid against them. This
case was transferred to Qogeni to our Paramount Chief, Tnadizile. It is where

this matter was resolved.

Before they were released, while they were still inside, on the 2nd of December
1989 there was a march while they were still inside. It is when Fikile was run
over by a police van.

On the 6 of December we visited the Chief Magistrate to request permission for
the march for the 7th of December. He told us that he wanted to contact the
Station Commander of Lusikisiki first, who was Maj Mjobo. He contacted him on
the phone and he responded that he refused permission for this march. We were
forced to have this march on the 7th and it is where the problems started.

We were waiting for our lawyers, Sangoni and Partnership from Umtata, but at
that time they were not there. Whilst we were still waiting for them the police
came together with the Station Commander, Mr Mjobo and Mr Zwilithle Qezo, who
was the Station Commander from Thlabalovu. They came together with the police
who were armed and they had sjamboks with them.

When the Station Commander arrived Mr Mjobo said that, I want you to show me a
document to state that you have the right to be here and he said that if you do
not have such document, you have to disperse within five minutes.

After one minute he ordered the police to shoot. Everybody was beaten up,
everyone who was in town, in Lusikisiki. Some of us took a line to Manthlayeni
and they did not go home, because they were scared. Those who were supposed to
go to Port St Johns and Mambodi came to our area. They did not go to their
homes.

It is on this day that comrade Tjetje got injured. He was coming from a doctor
and he was beaten up while he was standing there, waiting for transport. The
police came and they beat him up. One of the police was Tamsaqa Ntanjana. He was
using a van which belonged to Malele.

What I am trying to say is that this was the second incident.

A third one which is why we are here today. It was on the 20th of December 1989.
It was on a Thursday... it was on a Wednesday, sorry.

We could not go to a public hall because there was a church gathering. We forced
to go to the tennis court. While we were still waiting there ... We were not
going to gather there as such but we wanted to go out and pick shops because on
the 20th, 67 workers were dismissed without a reason.

There were pamphlets distributed on the 19th. We started in town and we were in
a bus and we came through to Gotzo with a bus, distributing these pamphlets, but
in the morning we found out that the police collected all the pamphlets during
the night.



MR SANDI: What were you saying in these pamphlets?

MR SAPO: We wanted to let people know that they were not suppose to buy in three
shops; Manqoyi, Dixi and Denkilos.

MR SANDI: On the 20th of December, were there any other shootings by the police?

MR SAPO: Yes I am coming there.

While we were waiting there for other comrades others were busy distributing
other pamphlets in nearby areas. The police came and I would like to mention
their names, the names of the policemen that I remember who came to shoot us.

MR SANDI: Sir, according to our Act, the Commission's Act a person whether he is
a police, a chief or a councillor or just a member of a community, before his or
her name can be mentioned publicly, we have to inform this person beforehand.
Are these names that you are going to read to us, did you write them in your
statement?

MR SAPO: Some of the names I have written down in my statement. One of them is
Maj Mjobo.

I do not know whether Mr Chairperson will allow me ...

MR SANDI: No, I cannot allow that, because the reason why we take statements is
that we want to know beforehand what the person is going to say in front of this
Commission so that the person whose name is going to be mentioned should be
notified beforehand, that his name is going to be mentioned. If the person wants
to come forward and defend himself or herself he has a right to do so. This is
the law and we have to obey it. You can only mention the names that you have
mentioned in your statement.

MR SAPO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

On this day while we were still discussing the way forward a group of policemen
came and they just shoot at us. The first bullet came straight to me in my thigh
and they were shooting at everyone.

After that we had to defend ourselves by throwing stones and we had to take our
knives out and there was one of the people who took out a knife.

MR SANDI: At this time that you were shot did you see anyone else being shot?

MR SAPO: Yes. We were fighting against the police and what happened is that
while we were fighting with the police they ran away and one of the police guns
fell down while they were running away and comrade Mabena took that gun after I
stabbed this policeman. And at that time they have already shot me. I had two
wounds in my left leg.

MR SANDI: And the people next to you, did you see any of them being shot?

MR SAPO: Yes, Mabena, next to me was shot on that day.

MR SANDI: Do you know any other people who were shot who are not present here?

MR SAPO: No, because others ran away when they saw that the police were shooting
at us. They shot me and Mabena but we managed to fight for ourselves.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a doctor for medical treatment?

MR SAPO: After the police ran away I asked them next to Mr Lingani's house,
there was one then passing there. And I asked will you take me to a hospital?



MR SANDI: What happened at the hospital.

MR SAPO: I went to the hospital and whilst I was still at the hospital my leg
could not function. The doctor tried to treat me, when the police came and they
wanted to take me and arrest me from the hospital.

I was admitted to the hospital and I was under police guard. Maj Mjobo,
fortunately as I am mentioning his name, he received a letter, telling him that
his name is going to be mentioned. He is the one who has the full information
about this matter.

On that particular day, the same day, the 20th, Maj Mjobo went to the hospital
Superintendent, telling him that he wanted me to be discharged from the hospital
and they wanted to arrest me. Maj Mjobo came to me and he beat me up on my leg
as I was sleeping in the ward in the hospital.

MR SANDI: Did they take you to court?

MR SAPO: They took me to a single cell in prison. I did not go to a waiting
trial room.

MR SANDI: Did you go to court?

MR SAPO: I went to a waiting trial room after three days.

MR SANDI: Let us now speak about you as we are talking today. Do you feel any
pain since you were shot?

MR SAPO: Yes Sir, I cannot stand for long time. I have to sit down because I
have cramps in my leg.

MR SANDI: Before proceeding to Mr Mabena do you have a request to this
Commission, except for the one you have mentioned in your statement?

MR SAPO: Yes I do have a request. Firstly, or secondly or thirdly, I would like
the Commission to help me to educate my children. I cannot support my children
because I am unemployed and I am not educated.

Thirdly, I cannot work properly because of the car accident, a bus accident in
1984 and my nine ribs were cracked and when all this shooting incident took
place my ribs were also affected. And I think in my statement I have mentioned
that issue.

Lastly, I would like the Commission to help us in building a community hall here
in Lusikisiki, because even now the Commission is here in the school, because we
do not have a community hall in Lusikisiki.

Because at the time we were fighting we were trying

to liberate our country even in our Freedom Charter, this was mentioned that
people should have such facilities. Even when we have a meeting here in
Lusikisiki we cannot have a meeting when it is raining because we do not have a
hall.

MR SANDI: Let us now go to Mr Mabena.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: SIMLINDILE MABENA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------



SIMLINDILE MABENA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Mabena you have heard the testimony of Mr Sapo. Do you confirm the
evidence he has given?

MR MABENA: Yes Sir.

MR SANDI: Is there anything else you want to add? Or let me ask questions. Were
you shot?

MR MABENA: Yes I was shot on that day.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a hospital for medical treatment?

MR MABENA: I did not get proper medical treatment, because I was detained and I
did not get a chance to go to hospital. There is a bullet in my body, but I did
not get a chance to go to hospital, because the police refused while we were in
detention.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a private doctor?

MR MABENA: I did not get a chance, Sir, after I was detained. I got the chance
after I was released and I went to Umtata to the doctors there and they found
out that the bullet is in my body and they cannot take it out.

MR SANDI: Do you still have that bullet inside your body?

MR MABENA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Where is this bullet?

MR MABENA: It is in my right arm.

MR SANDI: You have made request in your statement. Do you have any other
requests to add?

 

MR MABENA: Sir, I do have requests. The first one, I cannot work, because my arm
is paralysed.

Secondly, Mr Chairperson and the Commission, because I was working in one of the
shops that dismissed people in Lusikisiki. When I came back home from detention,
at home I was supporting them. And now I am not working nobody is supporting my
family.

What I am requesting Mr Chairperson, is that because of my situation that I can
no longer work, I want the Commission to help me to educate my children and
myself.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir.

Let us now go to Mr Velile Ngcamla.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: VELILE NGCAMLA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

VELILE NGCAMLA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Ngcamla, were you shot on this particular day?

MR NGCAMLA: Yes, I was shot.

MR SANDI: Do you have bullets embedded in your body?

MR NGCAMLA: There were nine bullets and I have one in my body right now.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a hospital or to a private doctor?

MR NGCAMLA: I went to a hospital and I was under police guard. Six bullets were
taken out of my body and two were taken out in Umtata.

I was in prison for three years and I was sick. I was suffering from diabetes.

MR SANDI: Except for the requests that you have made to this Commission that you
want proper medical treatment, concerning the bullet in your body, do you have
any other request?

MR NGCAMLA: Yes I do have a request.



MR SANDI: Did you mention this request while you were giving us your statement?

MR NGCAMLA: There is one that I did not mention.

MR SANDI: What is this request?

MR NGCAMLA: My request is that I have three cracks in my right arm and I had an
operation in my chest and I could not work. My children want money, everything
wants

money. If you can help me with my children.

MR SANDI: How many children do you have?

MR NGCAMLA: Three children.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Ngcamla.

Let us now proceed to Nokuzola Phillip.

 

-------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NOKUZOLA PHILLIP

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NOKUZOLA PHILLIP: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Nokuzola you have mentioned that on this day you were shot. Where
exactly were you shot?

MR PHILLIP: Excuse me Mr Chairperson, I was not shot, but my brother, Fikile,
was injured on that day.

MR SANDI: How old was Fikile at that time?

MR PHILLIP: He was sixteen years old.

MR SANDI: Was he part of the march?

MR PHILLIP: Yes he was part of the march.

MR SANDI: Who told you at home that Fikile was shot?

MR PHILLIP: Luckily I was working at that time. Two women came and told me that
Fikile was in hospital. And they took me to hospital.

When I arrived there they told me that he was in theatre, but unfortunately he
passed away.

MR SANDI: Was he at school at that time?

MR PHILLIP: Yes, he was still at school at that time. He used to have part time
jobs during school holidays.

MR SANDI: Were there any other school children taking part in that march?

MR PHILLIP: Yes, because he was a member of the ANC at that time, he was taking
part in that march.



MR SANDI: Was there any investigation done due to this?

MR PHILLIP: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you have a legal representative for the family and a doctor for
the family?

MR PHILLIP: We had a doctor, but I do not remember his name and there was a
lawyer investigating this issue, but as the time goes on I was the one who
organised all this and at the end of 1990 I went to this lawyer because the case
did not continue and I told this lawyer. This lawyer... (Tape ends.) ... a
letter, saying that this case was dismissed.

MR SANDI: Do you still remember the name of this lawyer?

MR PHILLIP: It was Mr Ntloko from Lusikisiki.

MR SANDI: Was it in 1990?

MR PHILLIP: Yes it was in 1990.

MR SANDI: How old were you in 1990? Were you working at that time?

MR PHILLIP: Yes I was working.

MR SANDI: At home was there any elderly person who was helping you in this case.

MR PHILLIP: Unfortunately, Mr Chairperson, after all these incidents my mother
was not well. She had a heart failure and it was difficult for her to go to the
lawyers, because she was not well.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request to add to these you have already mentioned in
your statement?

MR PHILLIP: I do not know whether I can remember clearly what I have requested,
but my main request is that my mother is not well. I request the Government to
help her, because she is paralysed. She cannot do anything.

And I would also request the Commission to educate my younger sisters and
brothers.

And I would also request the Commission to help us to build a home, because we
hoped that Fikile would help us

 

to build a home.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say?

MR PHILLIP: Yes, I can say so.

MR SANDI: Let us now go to Mr Tshitshi Ndlazi.
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DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: TSHISHI NDLAZI

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------



TSHISHI NDLAZI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: We have already heard that you were shot on this day Sir. Did you go
to a doctor or to any hospital?

MR NDLAZI: I met the police in town. They shot me in my back and in my leg. I
was taken to the hospital in town and after a while I was transferred to
Bambezana and even today I am still receiving treatment from Bambezana.

MR SANDI: Is it true that you were waiting for a bus at the time of this
incident?

MR NDLAZI: Yes it is true.

MR SANDI: Were there any other people who were shot who were waiting with you?

MR NDLAZI: Yes, all of us were shot.

MR SANDI: Sir, you have a request to this Commission that you want to get proper
medical treatment?

MR NDLAZI: Yes I do get treatment from Bambezana and I want the Commission to
help me because I use public transport to Bambezana.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any lawyer?

MR NDLAZI: No, I did not go to any lawyer.

MR SANDI: Do you have any other request?

MR NDLAZI: My request is that I want you to help me, to give me money, because
we are using a combi from Barberton to Bambezana and I am paying for this
transport. I want you to give me money every day.

MR SANDI: You mean that you use public transport to go

to the doctor?

MR NDLAZI: Yes, even on Monday I am going there. Even today I was suppose to go
and receive my treatment.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir.

Let us now go to Mr Tambodala.
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DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: MANDLENKOSI TAMBODALA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

MANDLENKOSI TAMBODALA: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mr Tambodala, you were one of the people who were marching on that
day. You were at the back. Were you amongst the people who were marching?

MR TAMBODALA: Yes.

MR SANDI: You say that you were at the back of the march?

MR TAMBODALA: I think you are referring to the march on the 20th? Three marches
were mentioned. Which one are you talking about?



MR SANDI: I thought that Livingstone Sapo has already mentioned these marches
and there is no need for me to go into details. Were you affected? Were you shot
on that day?

MR TAMBODALA: No, I was not shot on that day.

MR SANDI: Your statement confirms that this march and the shooting happened.

MR TAMBODALA: Yes, my statement is to confirm that on the 20th and the 7th the
marches happened and the police shot people.

MR SANDI: Is there any other thing you want to say to the Commission as you were
there when this thing was happening?

MR TAMBODALA: What I can say is that we were harassed and stabbed by the police
in the police station in my head and I have problems with my memory. I cannot
think properly, because I could not receive medical treatment. I was taken to
the medical trial cell and they took me to prison. They did allow me to go and
see a doctor. They thought that I was trying to escape.

MR SANDI: Did you go to a doctor to lay a charge against this policeman, the one
who stabbed you?

MR TAMBODALA: The problem we had is that we were not allowed to have an
attorney. The lawyer we had was a State Advocate and when we told him about our
problem he said that there is nothing he can do because he was hired by the
Government.

We were then sentenced and the charge said that there is no clear evidence in
court, because the police acted in a way they were not supposed to act.

MR SANDI: Was there any other lawyer in court, except the one you have
mentioned?

MR TAMBODALA: No.

MR SANDI: What were you charged of?

MR TAMBODALA: We were charged on different charges, illegal possession of a
fire-arm, illegal possession of bullets, attempted murder, robbery, theft,
assault.

MR SANDI: With whom did you go to court?

MR TAMBODALA: It was Velile Ngcamla, Livingstone Sapo, Simlindile Mabena,
Nsigela Nqonja, who was arrested because I used his car to take Mabena to
Bambezana Hospital.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say, Sir?

MR TAMBODALA: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.

MR TAMBODALA: What I can add, while we were beaten up my body was swollen. I was
beaten up with a sjambok and I

was supposed to see a doctor, but I was not allowed to go and see a doctor. What
I can add to my request to the Commission is that since I was released from
prison, but firstly when I was in prison, I tried to apply to universities,
because I wanted to continue with my education. The problem I had is, since my
father died while I was in prison, my mother suffered from a heart attack after
that incident and the business collapsed. I was accepted by Unisa, but I had



financial difficulties. Even now I cannot continue with my education.

Secondly, here in Lusikisiki, as I have a feeling that the reason for us to be
beaten up... If we were gathering in a hall maybe we would not have been beaten
up. We used to gather outside because we do not have a community hall.

I would request the Commission to help us to have a community hall. It would be
easier for us to have meetings here in Lusikisiki. If the Government can do that
for us it would be appreciated.

I would also request the Commission to help my mother to build up her business,
because she was trying to support us.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Tambodala.

I will hand over to the Chairperson.

Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. It is that time of the day when our minds are tired.

We thank you for coming here in front of this Commission to tell us your story
and as you have told us your requests, we will tell the President and the
Cabinet about your requests. We have noted everything in your

statements and it will be our responsibility that, after we have investigations
we will tell the President about your requests.

For now, we thank you for coming in front of this Commission.

The Commission will now adjourn and we will meet again tomorrow at 9 o'clock and
it will be our last day tomorrow. We would like to request everyone to be here
on time.

Thank you.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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CHAIRMAN: Merriman Sipho Sikutshwa. Thengiwe Bester Khwezi, Hlokomani Alfred
Shaza, Louisa Nonzwakazi Ndamase. Is Tamsanqa Gabriel Njiyela here? Is Tamsanqa
Gabriel Njiyela here? This is the last group.

I don't know if the person that swears the people in is still here, if he is
here, he will swear them in.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I thank you this afternoon for giving me this
opportunity to swear the witnesses in.

MERRIMAN SIPHO SIKUTSHWA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir.

THENGIWE BESTER KHWEZI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

HLOKOMANI ALFRED SHAZA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

LOUISA NONZWAKAZI NDAMASE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We will now hand over to Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let us begin with Mr Sipho. Merriman
Sikutshwa. Mr Sikutshwa, I think you have a document, a typed document, but you
did not have a chance to give us a copy.

I would like to ask you not to explain what is in that document, because you are
going to submit the three-page document to us. When I am looking at your
statement, you are going to tell us about yourself starting from 1960.

You said that in 1960 during the state of emergency, can you please tell us what
happened to you?

MR SIKUTSHWA: During the state of emergency I was still a boy, I was only 16
years old. There was a proclamation named as Proclamation R400 where the Boers
assaulted people in Bizana.

They deployed hundreds of soldiers and police with weapons. They said that they



are going to kill ANC. I was arrested in the forrest. Everybody was arrested
from boys aged 14 years to men over 80 years of age, everybody was arrested.

Every male person was arrested. They took us to Bizana. They were, the police
and soldiers were in their cars which were known as caspers with their helmets,
there was a helicopter surrounding us and at that time I did not know what was
going on until I saw the soldiers in their jeep.

They came to me, they said come. I was confused because at that time I didn't
like White people although I was not politically motivated, but I did not like
White people.

When I tried to answer them, I answered in Xhoza, they couldn't understand me,
because they were speaking Afrikaans only. They told me to come. I tried to
answer them in English, still they did not understand me. They just showed me to
go to that van.

I refused, they came to me, they dragged me. That is

where I fight for myself, I managed to escape. They were chasing me.

I was fighting with them. It is when I got injured here in my face and I lost my
teeth.

ADV SANDI: Did they beat you?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, they did.

ADV SANDI: What were they using, were they using their guns?

MR SIKUTSHWA: They were using their fists to beat me in my face and my teeth, I
lost my teeth.

ADV SANDI: Did they arrest you?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, they did. One of them kicked me, I fell down. I became
unconscious and when I woke up, there was blood in my face. They told me to get
in their van and they drove the van away.

They went, they took me to the clinic, there were many people and there were
helicopters all over, soldiers were all over.

ADV SANDI: In jail, at that time you were detained, how long were you detained
under the state of emergency? How long were you detained under the state of
emergency?

MR SIKUTSHWA: They would detain me for two weeks and release me and detain me
again for three weeks and release me.

They would do that all the time, but when we were first arrested, we were taken
not to prison, but we were taken to an open field. It was raining that time and
we had no shelter. If I can count, they detained me for almost six months.

It is when I decided to run away.

ADV SANDI: How long did you stay in exile?

MR SIKUTSHWA: For 13 years in Swaziland.

ADV SANDI: When did you come back from Swaziland?

MR SIKUTSHWA: I came back in 1974. What happened in Swaziland was that the
Government of Swaziland did not want us to stay there as we were political



refugees. He told us to move to overseas.

Because at that time it was the Matanzima Government and they told us to come
back, they will forgive us unconditionally. If we didn't want to go back to
Transkei, we were told to go overseas.

I didn't want to go overseas, because I was the eldest at home.

ADV SANDI: When you came back, were you under police guard?

MR SIKUTSHWA: When we came back, we were told that we would be forgiven
unconditionally but I was tortured by Van der Walt and Dreyer and Manciya and
Sifumba here in Flagstaff and Cronje, Berger, Nguba, they were interrogating me
about the mission of the ANC.

They said that I was part of the ANC. While I was in exile, I used to come back
with pamphlets. I joined ANC when I was in Swaziland. I just want to mention
that my younger brother was working at the Magistrate's office and I heard that
if anyone saw me, I should be killed.

I went with Macawana to the Magistrate to investigate and to ask about this
because seemingly there was a letter that I am a threat to the Government so I
have to be killed.

ADV SANDI: Did you get a job when you came back?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, I was a teacher - after a month and the Security Police used
to interrogate me.

ADV SANDI: Were you a teacher?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, I was a teacher in exile, even when I came back, I was a
teacher.

ADV SANDI: What happened, when did you loose your job as a teacher?

MR SIKUTSHWA: In 1985 I was a principal at that time, I lost my job. They found
pamphlets saying "release Mandela". My bag was stolen and everything was found
in that bag.

I was almost sentenced to 15 years, but they didn't sentence me.

ADV SANDI: Were you a principal at that time?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did you go back to teach?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Because people saw that I was perfect in mathematics and science,
they pressured the Government to take me back as a teacher, but I was just an
ordinary teacher.

What I would like to mention - when this Government dismissed me, I lost my
pension and my wife divorced me because she said that I don't want to drop
membership of ANC.

ADV SANDI: What is your position in the ANC here in Bizana?

MR SIKUTSHWA: I am a Chairperson of Bizana of the Veterans of Bizana. I am also
an executive member of SADTU. This is why I lost my job.

ADV SANDI: Do you know Lena Mamanci Sikutshwa?



MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, she is my mother.

ADV SANDI: What happened to her?

MR SIKUTSHWA: They tortured my mother. Miss Desifumba was one of them, they
wanted my mother to tell them where I was. She was working at the hospital at
that time as a domestic

worker in Greenville. She had to go to report daily to the office in Greenville
and this was impossible. She decided -she lost her job due to this because they
were torturing her.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any other requests you want to add to the ones you have
already mentioned in your statement?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, I do have requests sir.

ADV SANDI: One of your requests is that you would like clean water and proper
roads?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You also mentioned your children. What about your children, what did
you say about your children?

MR SIKUTSHWA: My children - i re-married and I started my life afresh after all
this happened, after Matanzima did all this to me. I would like my children to
be educated.

My younger children. I would like to add more requests.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us your requests shortly because you are going to
give us your document?

MR SIKUTSHWA: I would like the Commission on behalf of Bizana's Veterans if it
is possible, I would like the President of this country to come and visit them
because they were in the struggle here in Bizana.

I am still young, these men are elder men, I would like the President to come
and sympathise with these people. I am trying to comfort them, but the President
would do a better job.

If he can go to Bizana because I think Bizana is one of the places which were
oppressed by the past Government. I think that people from Bizana sacrificed
their lives so that

today we would have this democratic Government.

I would like the President to come around August or September, to come to people
in Bizana to address and comfort them. I know that they will be satisfied.

The police are listening. Sifumba is one of them. He said that we must not kill
the police because we are the ones who are governing and we listened to that.

My second request is that we would like our President to build a Technicon
College for us in Bizana because people from Bizana did not educate their
children because of their circumstances in that area.

The Boers installed a Bantu Education in our area. We want our children to have
access to a Technical education at a tertiary level.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us your next request?



MR SIKUTSHWA: My other request is that I would like the President to take action
to these police Berger, Cronje, to take them to Bizana, all of them and we would
like these police to come to the people to apologise.

We don't want to look for these police for ourselves, because if we found them
we will fight with them. We also request bursaries for our children.

I will summarise my requests: If it is possible on the 25th, we will have a
meeting in Bizana. We would like the Commission to go to Nonqunana in Bizana to
go there and to see this place.

ADV SANDI: Sorry, excuse me Mr Sikutshwa.

MR SIKUTSHWA: I would also like medical treatment because my injuries affect me.
I also want the Commission to help me to be a principal again.

ADV SANDI: Mr Sikutshwa, did you write down your

requests in your document because if you did, I would just like you to give us
your document because we have a problem with time.

Some of the things you are just mentioning, are in your statement, the statement
in front of us.

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, I will photocopy the document and submit it to you.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say?

MR SIKUTSHWA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Mr Shaza. Mr Shaza, are you Shaza or Tshaza?

MR SHAZA: I am Shaza, Alfred Shaza. There is no difference between Shaza and
Shazi.

ADV SANDI: Briefly you are going to speak today about yourself and about your
son Madimane Shaza?

MR SHAZA: No, my wife Madimane Shaza.

ADV SANDI: Who is your son?

MR SHAZA: My son is Siqolo.

ADV SANDI: Let us first list that about you. What happened to you in 1963?

MR SHAZA: In 1961, when I was on my way home I met someone and when I arrived
home after a few minutes, at about eleven, there were many torches around my
house, torch lights.

I heard that my wife was being beaten up and my wife said that my husband was
not here. They looked for me under the bed, I slept in the mattress in which my
dogs used to sleep.

When I heard the van leaving my home, I went back to my wife and there was a
baby, six months baby.

ADV SANDI: Was your wife pregnant at the time?

MR SHAZA: Yes, she was pregnant and she lost the baby. I went to my brother to
report this. I told him that I am leaving this place.

I went through Mntumeni at about ten. I think about half past eight at night, I



arrived at Mntumeni. I was working in Mntumeni in the railway station and on one
Saturday I was off, I saw one Boer with a big stomach.

He said to me there are people looking for you. I went down, when I got down,
they just dragged me. They put me in the car, they drove to Bizana. We arrived
in Bizana at about half past two or three.

They asked, they said that I killed Stanford, I killed Chief Dumile, I was
distributing pamphlets from the Congress and from Lutule and they told me that I
delivered a paper to Mr Makathali and to Mr Sobati and to Changhela.

They said that one of the papers was written in English, the other one in Latin.
They put me in a hall as big as this one and they put a sail on top. I told them
I didn't know any of the accusations.

I am not educated, I don't know how to write. I did not even know whether there
were school at the time.

They phoned a lawyer the following day and the lawyer arrived and the lawyer
said that this person is working and he is not arrested. He brought me meat and
sweets and Ariston came, who was a lawyer, at attorney for the Congress.

They brought me to Durban and they told me not to go back to Bizana for ten
years.

ADV SANDI: This lawyer was Ariston?

MR SHAZA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did you go back home when your wife was

buried and the unborn baby?

MR SHAZA: They told me that my wife passed away after a few weeks, I went to
tell Father Retief from the Roman Catholic. I wanted him to accompany me to the
funeral together with Ariston and Ariston's wife.

They gave me a hat from the Roman Catholic, I went there with Ariston and
Retief, the Priest from the Roman Catholic. We arrived during the proceedings of
the funeral.

ADV SANDI: Mr Shaza, can you please tell us briefly about your wife?

MR SHAZA: She died, she was shot and she lost the baby. After that she was sick
until she died.

ADV SANDI: What about your son who said he was shot by Inkatha?

MR SHAZA: I met one lady after this incident and I married her and I moved from
Bizana, I stayed in Sunti. We also moved to Hammarsdale in Mpumalanga, and in
1982 there was chaos in Hammarsdale.

At about five Inkatha came and took five young boys and they killed them. Sipho
was amongst the five. I heard that Sipho was taken by the Inkatha members, he
died on Monday.

But this person said that he was not supposed to tell me. I went to work, I
requested a car to take me to the police.

They took me to the place where my son was. I saw that he was stabbed in the
head and he was also stabbed in the back.

I did not know where I am going to bury my son and I went to Ntongatha to



request a place where I can bury my child.

This Reverend Ngcibi was a Priest in the Methodist, he

tried to help me.

ADV SANDI: Was there anyone arrested concerning this?

MR SHAZA: No, no one was arrested. They said - it was said that they were
disciplined.

Girls were ... (tape ends) ...

ADV SANDI: Please tell us, your request, what is it?

MR SHAZA: Because I buried my son by myself, after that my house was burnt down.
I cannot support myself, I would like the Government to help me. I would like
the Government to build me a house and to educate my child.

And I lost everything.

ADV SANDI: What about Nogothola?

MR SHAZA: Nogothola is my younger daughter.

ADV SANDI: What is your request concerning Nogothola?

MR SHAZA: Nogothola is Nogothola Shaza.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Shaza?

MR SHAZA: I would like the Government to build me a house, to educate my
children, that would be all. But as I was a Chairperson of the Congress in my
village, now that this is our Government, they Government must try to help us.
We need clean water, electricity, proper roads.

I need a house with electricity and a bathroom and proper water.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Shaza?

MR SHAZA: Yes, that is all sir.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Shaza. Let us now go to Mrs Ndamase.

MRS NDAMASE: Thank you very much.

ADV SANDI: You are going to tell us a story about yourself Mrs Ndamase?

MRS NDAMASE: Yes. I will start when I was still young

because I was going out to look for work.

I went to Durban to meet my friends, because we decided that we will meet in
Durban or in Port Elizabeth. We heard about the struggle. When I arrived in
Durban, I went there, I escaped from home, because I wanted to go and look for
work.

I had two agenda's, that of the struggle and that of looking for a job. There
was no need for me to leave home at that time.

When I arrived there, we stayed in a shack together with my friends. During the
day we would go out and look for a job. At night, we would go and attend the
meetings.



We used to go to other people to ask for food because we were not working. We
used to attend meetings and the police would come and take us from the meetings
to jail, after a few days they would release us.

I did not want to go back home. We used to attend meetings all the time and to
be involved in struggles. We were staying next to Gama in a shack.

We used to have boyfriends at that time and we used to get wrong boyfriends who
were older than ourselves. I was curious at the time, because I wanted to know
what was going on.

In 1990 I was tortured by the police. If I am not mistaken, in 1985, the police
came and they picked up a bottle, they knew that I was an activist, they
released me and they told me to go and pay for my bail in the police station.

And in 1990 ...

ADV SANDI: On the 22nd of January 1991, you said that you were arrested?

MRS NDAMASE: Yes, I was arrested that day.

ADV SANDI: Where were you arrested?

MRS NDAMASE: I was selling liquor at home, my father went to Durban looking for
me and he found me there in this shack and he took me home, he took me back
home. He built a house for me because I had two children and I opened a
business, I was selling liquor.

ADV SANDI: At the time of your arrest, were you at home?

MRS NDAMASE: Yes, I was at home.

ADV SANDI: On the 22nd of January 1991?

MRS NDAMASE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Why were you arrested?

MRS NDAMASE: As I was selling liquor I also opened a business where I sold
clothes. It was in 1988, I had a small account at Metro.

They sent a summons in the Magistrate's court.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Ndamase, 1985 and 1988 incidents, did you mention this
in your statement?

MRS NDAMASE: I am summarising, I summarised because I didn't want to write a
lot.

ADV SANDI: At the time you were making a statement, did you summarise because
you did not mention your arrests in 1985 and 1988?

MRS NDAMASE: In 1985 I was running a business, I want to clarify my reasons for
my arrest in 1991.

Metro sent a summons in the Magistrate's courts because I had an account from
1985, I said I do have this receipt, I am going to the Magistrate to answer for
myself.

He said that I am a dog, belonging to the ANC and he said that he ordered the
police to beat me and to arrest me. I had my receipts with me and I told the
Magistrate that I



did not owe anything. The Magistrate ordered the police to arrest me and they
beat me.

ADV SANDI: How long were you arrested for?

MRS NDAMASE: I had a believe that the police would poison me because I was
causing problems, trouble for them. I used to bail myself, or if I don't have
money I would send out someone to bail me.

This day I was bleeding, I went to Dr Essa, Dr Currin or Essa, I don't remember
clearly. It was on the 22nd, if I am not mistaken. I went to this Doctor, I was
bleeding in my ear.

He gave me a letter to take to the Specialists in Durban. I went to these
Doctors, when I arrived there, the Indian Doctors spoke to themselves and they
said that they are not going to get their money because I was laying a charge
against the police.

Someone advised me to go to the Human Rights Lawyers, because I didn't have
money, I didn't go to these lawyers, I went back home.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to any lawyer to make a claim?

MRS NDAMASE: No, because I did not have money, I couldn't afford a lawyer. I
couldn't even go to the Human Rights Lawyers in Umtata, because I went to Port
St Johns on my way back from Durban, but because I did not have money and I was
unmarried, I couldn't afford to go to Umtata.

ADV SANDI: Who is Mlundisi Ndamase?

MRS NDAMASE: Mlundisi Ndamase is one of the family members who was there when I
was arrested. I don't know whether to continue with the case of Skipper, a case
of a T-shirt?

ADV SANDI: Were you the one who was arrested for wearing a T-shirt, what was
this T-shirt?

MRS NDAMASE: It was a political T-shirt because it was - we were coming from
Durban with these T-shirts. We had an appointment with the Communist Party, we
were going to launch this party in one of the villages.

The police told me to - they arrested me and they took me with their van. I
stayed there for half an hour, I looked around because I thought that a maroon
Communist Party car would come and they will rescue me.

When the police were driving this van, they were driving it in so much that I
was injured during that process.

ADV SANDI: At the time of this incident, the organisations were already
unbanned?

MRS NDAMASE: Yes, they were unbanned, it was in 1991. We were trying to launch
the Communist Party.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Ndamase, let us now go to your requests. I am not going
to ask details which are here in your statement because they are here, they have
been documented.

Do you have requests other than the ones you mentioned in your statement?

MRS NDAMASE: My first one is that since I was an activist, the community in my
village in 1985, they said that the ANC people were not doing anything. They
said that they did not want anyone to talk about the ANC.



I would like clean water in our community and I would like Mr Mandela to be
there because they are sending their people to be our leaders. This disturbs me
a lot because the police assaulted me and they tortured me.

As a result of that I am not well. My ear is not functioning well. My children
are uneducated, I abused them

for joining the struggle.

But today I don't see anything happening to me, there was conflict in my family
because of all of this. The Government is not doing anything for me.

Such things they disturb me and they destroy me. Even if I won't get food but if
there is water and electricity, I would like Mr Mandela to come and to honour
the women who were in the struggle.

My children are not educated.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Ndamase, I know that this is very painful to you. There are other
requests in your statement. We will forward your requests to the President and
his group so that they can see what to do.

I don't want you to feel pain, thank you Mrs Ndamase. MRS NDAMASE: Lastly, I
would like the police to be trained so that we can work together because there
is still an attitude in the Police Force. Thank you.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Ndamase. Let us now go to Mrs Khwezi. Mrs Khwezi, you
are here to tell us about your husband. What is his name?

MRS KHWEZI: His name was Mabila.

ADV SANDI: You said that he was a member of the ANC?

MRS KHWEZI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What happened to him as a member of the ANC?

MRS KHWEZI: At home two guys used to come, a Black man and a White man and I
used to ask him what these people wanted.

He said they were, they needed information about certain people and after a
certain day, on a certain day they came and they picked him up. I didn't know
where they took him. Since 1971 until 1972 - he left home in 1971,

January, came back in 1972, October.

ADV SANDI: What was his state of health when he came back?

MRS KHWEZI: He had a stroke and his mind was not working well, he couldn't speak
properly.

ADV SANDI: When he was taken home by the police, did he suffer from stroke?

MRS KHWEZI: No.

ADV SANDI: When he came back, what did he say happened to him?

MRS KHWEZI: He said that they were taken to the forest, they were beaten up,
they were electrocuted. His whole body was swollen and he said that they took
him to hospital and they took him out of hospital to the forest again.

ADV SANDI: Who else was there?



MRS KHWEZI: He said that Mr Gideon Mahanjane was also there in that forrest in
(indistinct).

ADV SANDI: Are there any people he mentioned?

MRS KHWEZI: Yes, there were other people, but I don't their names. I only knew
Mahanjane, because he was staying in our village.

ADV SANDI: Did you lay a charge or did you go to any attorneys?

MRS KHWEZI: No.

ADV SANDI: Did you take any steps concerning this matter?

MRS KHWEZI: No, we did not take any steps.

ADV SANDI: Where is your husband now, what happened to him?

MRS KHWEZI: My husband was sick until he died.

ADV SANDI: When did he die?

MRS KHWEZI: It was in 1992, in February.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests to the Commission concerning the issue you have
just explained to us?

MRS KHWEZI: Yes, I do have requests.

ADV SANDI: What are your requests Mrs Khwezi?

MRS KHWEZI: I would like the Commission to help me to support my children. I
would like to educate my children. I have four children.

They - two of them left school because I couldn't afford - the other two they
are still at school. I tried by all means to support them.

ADV SANDI: In which standards are they?

MRS KHWEZI: The two have passed standard 10, the other one is doing standard
nine and the other standard 8.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say Mrs Khwezi?

MRS KHWEZI: I would also request that the Commission help me to get medical
treatment. I don't have a home.

We used to have a home in the Msanga Village and I was removed here because I
was a member of the ANC. We were not given any money to go and build a house
somewhere else.

Our house is not in a good condition.

ADV SANDI; Thank you Mrs Khwezi. I would like to thank all of you and hand over
to the Chairperson. Maybe you will be asked questions, thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for giving evidence to this Commission.

The Commission has a responsibility to investigate everything brought forward so
that it can get a clearer picture of what happened.

Maybe you will meet with the people from our office who will come back to



investigate more and to find out more

about what happened, but for now we would like to thank you for giving evidence
in this Commission and for your requests.

It is our duty to forward these to the President. Even the one mentioned about
the 25th and I - my brother here next to me, he will be the one responsible for
that invitation because he is the one who likes to visit this place around
Lusikisiki and Bizana.

We thank you for your requests concerning the Technical College. As you are the
last group to give evidence, I would like to thank you for tolerating us and I
would like to thank the Government, Provincial Governments, especially the
Department of Public Works that we worked in.

We thank the Police who helped us a great deal in keeping order and as we had a
problem with the generator, they endeavoured to help us, we thank the Police.

We thank the authorities in the Police Force. We thank our interpreters who
interpreted Xhoza, English, Sotho, thank you.

We thank the technicians, Mr Brummer, the Deputy Manager with the patience they
displayed for the difficult three days, they tolerated us. We hope to see the
Deputy again in the next year.

The visitor from Canada who stayed with us throughout these three days and has
very consistently attended all our sessions. I don't know whether she is going
to stay here long, but if she has to leave back for her home in Canada, we wish
to thank her for attending our hearings and wish her bon voyage to Canada.

Lastly I wish to thank our staff, Mr Ngubo who is acting in this hearing as the
person in charge and all the

other members of staff for the patience they have displayed in a very different
hearing.

Of all the hearings that we have had, the hearing of Lusikisiki has been unique,
very different from the others.

We were faced with different problems, which we have never anticipated. I don't
think we should be discouraged by those problems, indeed I am delighted that we
met them because they actually bring us close to realising how rural life
impacts on people.

We have been having hearings in the cities, even the Cradock which we called a
rural hearing was in a city, it is the first time that we have come into close
contact with the living conditions of the majority of our people.

And indeed over the last three days, from the breakdown in electricity to the
breakdown of the generator, to the rain, to all the inconvenience, it has been
an unique experience which places us where we belong, to the feelings of the
people of this country.

We wish to thank in particular the statement takers, (indistinct) region, they
have done outstanding work. Qasi Nofomane in these three days, he experienced,
they have had to endure that experience for a very long time and indeed they
have gathered very interesting cases for us which we have listened to.

Every hearing here in Lusikisiki has been an unique hearing and indeed in my
judgement one of the best experiences that we can have which puts us into touch
with the rural struggles.

People who worked in remote areas, who had little support, little resources, how



much they contributed to the struggle for liberation. We pay tribute to the
Pondo people

for enduring the hard work we have gone through.

Indeed they are one of the best things a person can have. I declare the hearing
of Lusikisiki now closed.

ADV SANDI: As panellists and probably on your behalf as well, we want to thank
this man next to me. We thank him for the dignity he brought to this hearing.

He does not have a lot of patience, but he humbles himself under such
circumstances. We thank him. Eternal life may you be healed from the cold that
you have.

CHAIRMAN: Please let's leave our interpretation devices on our chairs, it does
not work if you take it home, it explodes ...

--------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: DAVID ZIFOKOFE SILANGWE

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

DAVID ZIFOKOFE SILANGWE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: You have heard the evidence that was put before us. Do you confirm
this evidence?

If you confirm the evidence, is there something that you would like to add?

MR SILANGWE: I would like to repeat the request concerning Nonqulana.

If one goes to our meetings nothing is said about Nonqulana, but now we realise
and we will remember that everything started on this mountain.

We request that the Government does something about this mountain.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

 

------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 26-03-1997 NAME: GEORGE N. SIMAYILE

NODINGA D.M. TWABU

NDENGEZI MAKHOKHOBA

CASE:

DAY 3

CHAIRMAN: Ndini Simayile, Nyatelwa Mnoxwa, Mgotywa Japan Ngwenya, Nodinga Doris
Mamanci Twabu, Ndengezi Makhokhoba. REVD XUNDU: Can I swear them in Mr
Chairperson? Is George here, thank you? Please stand up.

GEORGE NDINI SIMAYILE: (sworn states)

NODINGA DORIS MAMANCI TWABU: (sworn states)

NDENGEZI MAKHOKHOBA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. Sir they have been properly sworn in. Is Nantagelo
here? Nantagelo Makhokhoba?

NANTAGELO MAKHOKHOBA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Evidently, this gentleman has been swearing people in the whole day,
he is stuttering. I am going to hand over to Tiny Maya so that she can lead you
in evidence on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you ladies and gentlemen. We have been
here the whole day, you must be quite tired. Mr Simayile, let me start with you.

Unfortunately we don't have enough time as you told us on Saturday, you are one
of the people who were saved in Naqolana in 1960, you then went to Durban,
Nkosivumile, your son, went to Durban. You unfortunately got injured in

Durban, that is the crux of the matter.

MR SIMAYILE: I just want to add something about Naqolana. Mr (indistinct) was
here, he gave a good summary of what happened, he just left out that on the last
day if you give me this time, we don't understand you well, I thought people are
rather deaf, but I realise that it is quite an awkward spot.

This child was mine, I would take him to the bushes or hide with him. I - he
went and was trying to join the Matanzima regime. I stopped him. My children
would go up to standard five because I could not afford them to go on.

He then left for Durban. In Durban he was an ANC clerk. We did not stay
together, the Inkatha people intimidated him. I heard that he passed away in
1986, it was on a Saturday when I heard this news.

I heard from his girlfriend with whom he had a child that he had been shot. She
was crying, she said that it is the police from Ntuzuma that shot him. I bought
the newspaper, I could not read this paper and it was clear later that it is



because my son had passed away.

When I got to Ntuzuma they said that they don't know where he is, I must go look
for him in Durban North. The policemen read the papers I had, they said I must
go to Durban North. When I got there, a Sotho policeman received me, I got
there, he led me inside.

There was a huge Zulu policeman with a gun, he said here is another (indistinct)
person, let's just shoot him.

They said that I wanted to shoot this man because I could not, I tried to shoot
myself, he said. I was given a statement that my late son had gotten there and
was shot by the Ntuzuma police running away.

I don't know what the accusations were. Later I found out that he was buried in
Durban. The police then took me to the graveyard. The people were a bit scared
of me, they searched me first before we left.

They said that they did not shoot my son, but the Ntuzuma police had shot him.
This is when I heard what happened exactly.

They said that the rest of the story I will hear in court.

MS MAYA: Why was he shot?

MR SIMAYILE: Nobody gave me a statement as to what happened. What I heard as I
did not stay in Ntuzuma, you are a (indistinct) person, you are accused of being
an ANC member even if you were not.

I just wanted to give you a brief background. I then came back to make
arrangements to bury him back here at home. I started being ill, my health
deteriorated. When I got back to Durban, the case had gone to the supreme court.

The report was that the case was dismissed. Actually it was a high Magistrate
from KwaZulu Natal who dismissed the case.

Fortunately because I was selling dagga at the time, I would be arrested,
sentenced to five years in prison. I did not really care because I constantly
lost jobs. I had been arrested for selling dagga. I was washing a police van in
prison, this man then asked if I could help him on something, then this man said
is this Bala, there is another Bala who was really giving us problems, we
trapped him.

We could not catch him easily, he was an ANC member. The Inkatha were about to
give in. I was washing the bakkie, I washed it on the same side now, because I
wanted

to hear what they were talking about. There was a girlfriend of his in Durban,
they said they went to this woman, gave him money so that if he gets there,
makes him tea then she must leave the man in the house and then phone us.

He got there, this woman went and phoned us, they left to go to the police. They
said that when they got there, they told him that his life was over. They said
they called him to the streets, there was one (indistinct), they shot him, they
murdered him.

The one police was so shocked because I started strangling this policeman, I was
taken to solitary confinement for seven days. I told them the reason. What I
want now is to know can or should a man be murdered like a dog and nothing
happens to the perpetrators?

MS MAYA: Even after you told the Magistrate that you had heard a report from the
police, nothing happened? This Magistrate did nothing about this?



MR SIMAYILE: Nothing was done. This was my only son. He was born in 1960 in
Nonquwana. This was my precious, only son, the apple of my eye.

MS MAYA: Therefor your request is that there should be an investigation as to
why your son was killed in such a manner?

MR SIMAYILE: It is not that I don't know who or how my son was killed, I was in
the struggle from 1960. I've always been in the struggle, I know what it is what
we die for, why our blood is shed, it is for liberation.

But what I would like to know is who exactly killed my son. I know that he was
killed because of the struggle for liberation.

He is not the only one who was tortured, Niameni, who fortunately lived, they
were together, they were together at Maxubeni, Niameni was there, intimidated by
Inkatha.

I was in Villalena and there was conflict. I need an investigation so that the
perpetrators come forward.

MS MAYA: Therefor even though you heard this police saying, you never really
knew what his name was? Do you have another request sir, before the Commission?

MR SIMAYILE: One request only, whatever happens I am 70 years old, according to
my ID I was born in 1927, 12th of December, I had a pass, the incidents that I
could account. My identity document is not correct because I was born 10 years
before my pass actually says. I am 60 years old, I request that I be given a
pension.

MS MAYA: Your late son left two sons, one 19 and one 15?

MR SIMAYILE: These are my grandchildren. He is in Johannesburg, my other
daughter just went up to standard 6 and they could not continue. I have
grandchildren who should be working, feeding their children, supporting their
children, I have to support these children, because I have to support these
children, but I don't have much to support them with.

MS MAYA: That is all sir, thank you. Doris Twabu. Ma'am, you are going to tell
us about your son who joined APLA, when to Lesotho in August 1982, is that so?

MS TWABU: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is your son's name Siyabulela?

MS TWABU: Yes.

MS MAYA: How old was he when he left?

MS TWABU: He was 19 years of age.

MS MAYA: Clearly the police came looking for him, this is

before you knew where he was. Could you start there Ma'am?

MS TWABU: It was at about four o'clock in the afternoon, I was at my place with
my neighbour. Somebody came, introduced himself as a Security Policeman. He said
that he had been sent by Sifuma to ask for Siyabulela.

I said Siyabulela was at the Tech in Umtata. They said he was not there, I then
said I don't know where he is. They said that I should look for him. He then
left.

Time and time again the police would come. Sometimes I would be at work, I am a



teacher. I requested politely that they should not come to my workplace because
the people from the village are against the police.

They were going to be under the impression that I was liaising with the police.
After a while I was called, there was a meeting, a teachers' meeting and I was
called outside.

Mr Sifuma was outside. He ...

MS MAYA: Excuse me Ma'am, which year was this?

MS TWABU: 1985. I got into the car, he drove a bit, gave me a newspaper. There
was an article about Siyabulela's death - apparently he had been shot in
(indistinct). I then asked what I should do. He said I should go to Mdnineni.

I should go to the family, I went to the family, gathered them. My daughter was
at (indistinct), we took friends, this is March 1985, we went to the funeral.

MS MAYA: Did you get to the funeral?

MS TWABU: We got there, he was already buried. Because we were travelling on the
gravel road, we were trying to escape from the police. When we got to Maseru it
was too late, the police took us to where he was staying.

MS MAYA: When you get the story, why was Siyabulela killed?

MS TWABU: Apparently there were six of them coming to

Transkei with weapons. When they were on the way they came across police who
tortured them, put them in the bushes, shot them. It took a number of days
before they were found.

They were rotting. This is why we were not given the bodies to be buried at
home.

MS MAYA: Which police were these?

MS TWABU: Apparently they were the police from Transkei and Lesotho. The borders
of Transkei and Lesotho.

MS MAYA: Did you get assurance, a death certificate that your son had passed
away?

MS TWABU: There was no way because it was difficult to go there, it was not
safe. There was no death certificate.

MS MAYA: Do you know if the other five parents got a death certificate?

MS TWABU; I don't know, even Mr Nqwana who was in East London who would write to
me, we did not talk about a death certificate.

MS MAYA: Do you have the names of the other families?

MS TWABU: Moqana Kheti, Zani.

MS MAYA: We are going to ask our investigator to take down the names so that if
this matter needs to be investigated further, we can do that with ease, thank
you. Is that all?

MS TWABU: I came back from the funeral and I continued with my life.

MS MAYA: Do you have requests to the Commission?



MS TWABU: I request that my child's body be exhumed from Lesotho because he is
buried next to a river. The river banks are quite big and it is not safe. Could
the Commission help me with medical aid, I am mentally ill, I am also - my heart
also is ailing.

MS MAYA: When did you start being ill?

MS TWABU: His father died in 1983, then my son in 1985. After that, I - my
health started deteriorating.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Are you Mr and Mrs Makhokhoba?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes.

MRS MAKHOKHOBA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Are you going to talk about the same person?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, because when I gave him the statement, his wife was not
well. I also have knowledge about my brother.

MS MAYA: You are going to talk about the late Mfolwane Mbele, is that so?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, he was arrested in 1970 and was detained for political
reasons. He was detained in Bizana.

MS MAYA: Could you briefly tell us what happened?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: As he was arrested in 1970, we did not see him for two years.
Then the police took him to his wife to be seen. When the wife saw him, he was
extremely thin, he had been beaten up and tortured.

Eventually it was clear that he had been accused and charged.

MS MAYA: Why was he charged?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: He was charged for opposing the Government of the day.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of a political organisation?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Him and I joined in 1960 an organisation, we were detained.

MS MAYA: When he was detained in 1970, was he detained for the same reasons?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: I don't know, I never found out.

MS MAYA: According to your statement sir, he was charged and sentenced to eight
years imprisonment. How was he after

those eight years?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Well I heard that he was released, or he was going to be
released. I went and I was told in Robben Island that he had been released.

MS MAYA: Was he detained on Robben Island?

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes. When I went to look for him, I was told that he was
released. I phoned home and I was told that he had not arrived.

He got home on the third week, he just lived for a few days, he got ill. When I
got home, he was very, very ill.

MS MAYA: Did he say what happened?



MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, he did. I took him to the Doctor. The Doctor said he had
lived in surroundings that were not conducive of good health. He was taken back
to the hospital.

The Doctors at the hospital said this man had eaten poison, he could not swallow
properly, he could only drink tea. He then passed away.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Ma'am, would you like to add anything to this testimony?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: Pardon?

MS MAYA: Is there something that you would like to add?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Could you briefly tell us?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: He came back, he was not well. I'd go to Robben Island to visit
him before he was released, we would just be given a moment to talk through a
glass window.

He would just ask how the children are and how I was. Before he came back in
1980 the last time I had gone to see him was in 1979, then they then said that
he was going to be released in April. He got home on the 5th of April.

I could see that he was not well. He would not eat. He said, yes, he is still
alive, but he is not well. He lived the month of April and May his health had
just deteriorated and he passed away in May. ... (tape ends) He said that he had
been terribly ill-treated.

He said that when he was in detention, they would beat him up. He said that they
would be hung on trees, they would sleep there on the tree. They were then taken
to Maritzburg where they were detained before they went to Robben Island and
there was a court case.

He was sentenced in April 1971, I would go home. He said that what really hurt
him was that before they actually went to Robben Island, the torture was worse.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. You have five children, are they still alive?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, and one is at school, but he could not go back to school
this year.

MS MAYA: And the others?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: They have already finished.

MS MAYA: Do you have requests to the Commission?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: Firstly, as my husband left me without a home, if the Commission
could help me build a house. I also request that my child that is in standard
nine, be helped with his education because I could not support her financially.

I borrowed money for the funeral, I have not yet paid back those people.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, is that it?

MS MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, Ma'am.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

MR MAKHOKHOBA: Yes, it is true, she is trembling because she



is hurting. I would like to finish off for her. This lady borrowed money. She
has five children. This one child who is supposed to be at school who is staying
with her, this girl had to stop school because there is no money.

This woman is owing R3 000-00.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Maybe the Chairperson would like to say something to you.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Simayile and Mrs Mamanci, Mr Ndinizi is my brother. Thank you for
having given evidence to the Commission.

This people that you are talking about passed away in the middle of a battle,
battle for the liberation of this country. Pardon us please. Even though it
seems like their deaths were a loss, you must realise that their blood was shed
so that our country would be where it is today.

As the Commission, we empathise with you. The requests that you have put before
us as the Commission, we receive them, look at them carefully and take them
before our President.

He has the responsibility to see what he can do about them, if he can meet them,
meet them, those he cannot, there is nothing he can do.

He will also say so. There are a lot of requests from all sides from different
places in the country, from home to home. We are going to lift these requests to
the President.

If he is not able to meet all of them, please you have got to keep in mind, that
there are a lot of requests, but our responsibility is to take this requests
before the President.

Mr Simayile, it would help if you have got details about this man you heard
whilst washing the car. It would

help if you would give us the names, that we would know where to start. Thank
you, you may step down.



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: ELLIOT SKHOSANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

ON RESUMPTION

REV XUNDU: We will come back to the Ngquza incident because of the request we
have got. We will call Elliot Skhosana to come forward. The statement of
Nomgwena Mancanceni we will request her to come forward, together with Sipho
Jackson Phangomso.

We would like to swear them in Mr Chairman.

Your testimonies will be almost similar and we will ask Ntsiki Sandi to lead you
with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MR SANDI: I would like to greet you all gentlemen this afternoon. I will start
with Mr Skhosana. Can you please bring the microphone nearer to him?

Mr Skhosana, here I am, this side. I would like you to look straight to me.

ELLIOTT SKHOSANA: (sworn in)

MR SANDI: Can you hear me Mr Skhosana?

Where are you from, from what village?

MR SKHOSANA: I am from Khimde.

MR SANDI: How long were you a resident there?

MR SKHOSANA: A very long time.

MR SANDI: In other words you mean, you were born in that village?

MR SKHOSANA: No, I was not born in that village but I have stayed there for a
long time.

MR SANDI: You remember that you made a statement to this Commission?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes, I do remember that.

MR SANDI: Shortly, as I am looking at your statement in front of us, you made a
statement that your hut was burnt down. Do you remember that?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: Can you please, Mr Skhosana, tell us what happened when your house was
burnt down.

MR SKHOSANA: We were joining an organisation, called ANC, together with my
children. And the organisation requested to hold a meeting in my home because it



was raining and there was no place where they can gather.

I agreed and Simo Dlamini came and he said that he met a lady, Khethiwe, who is
a sister to Chief Bukrula and he heard a message that I am not supposed to allow
ANC

meetings in my home. And he told me that I would get what was coming to me.

And one day, late afternoon, I heard a dog barking outside and I went out to
look what was going on and the dog stopped barking.

After a while I heard gunshots and I ran back to my house and I told my children
to come inside because there were gunshots outside.

I think at about nine o'clock I heard children crying and we saw that the house
was burning. We went out to look what was happening and while the house was in
flames and we could not go in and we watched this hut while it was burning.

After this I sent a message to the Chief to report this matter and the Chief
came and there were arguments between the members of the ANC and the Chief. And
the members of the ANC were trying to find out what happened in one of my huts.
And I was told to go to town to report this matter to the police.

The police took my statement. They asked me where the Chief was. I told them
that he was in my hut but that he left. They told me to come back the following
day with the Chief so that he can sign the statement.

We went there at nine and they told me the Chief was not there and he had
already left. I asked them what to do. They told me to go to one office. They
told me to go and investigate and find out who burned down my house and bring
this person to the police so that they can arrest this person.

Chief Nonkonyane came to our village. He told us that he will not allow our
organisation to continue in our village. We were too scared at the time.

That is all I know.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Skhosana. This Simo Dlamini you have mentioned who said
that he met Khethiwe, was he a member of the ANC?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes, he was a member of the ANC.

MR SANDI: Your hut was burnt three days after you got this message from
Khethiwe.

MR SKHOSANA: It was burnt on Thursday after Khethiwe gave the message to Simo
Dlamini that you are allowing meetings in your home.

MR SANDI: Four days after that your house was burned?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Was there any other person whose house was burnt in the village
before?

MR SKHOSANA: No. The only person whose house was burnt, it was Mr Sohlobo's son.

MR SANDI: Was he a member of the ANC?

MR SKHOSANA: No, he was not a member of our organisation.

MR SANDI: In your village, before your house was burnt is there any other person
who sent a message to you, accept for Khithiwe?



MR SKHOSANA: No.

MR SANDI: Except for this incident, is there any other thing which happened at
your home.

MR SKHOSANA: No there is nothing else which happened except that my house was
burnt.

MR SANDI: Did the police go to your house to investigate what was going on?

MR SKHOSANA: No the police did not come.

MR SANDI: They did not come to look at what was the cause of this fire?

MR SKHOSANA: No, not even one of them.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Sir?

MR SKHOSANA: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you. When there are questions we will ask you when other
witnesses have finished to testify.

Let us now go to Mr Mancanceni.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NOFUDUKA ELEANOR MAMJOLI XHAKANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

NOFUDUKA ELEANOR MAMJOLI XHAKANA: (sworn states)

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Xhakana, you are here to tell us about your husband. What was
his name?

MS XHAKANA: He was Shomboto Rubin Xhakana.

MS CRICHTON: And he was detained for three years. Is that correct?

MS XHAKANA: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: What was the charge?

MS XHAKANA: He was arrested in the Nonqulana incident.

MS CRICHTON: And on his release he was a very sick man. Did they tell you in the
hospital in Nzimkulu what was wrong with him?

MS XHAKANA: They said that he had been beaten up, he was coughing blood and he
could not hear.

MS CRICHTON: It seems that there were many people who came out of prison, out of
detention who were coughing blood. Why do you think that was?

MS XHAKANA: This was because they were beaten up and they were kicked and he was
beaten up by the back of the rifles.

MS CRICHTON: You also speak how this has affected you. You say that you have
suffered from depression? Are you under any treatment for that?

MS XHAKANA: No. I am under no treatment, because I ... the one of the state of
my health.

 

MS CRICHTON: I need to ask Mr Lungu the same question. Mrs Xhakana is there
anything else you wish to say?

MS XHAKANA: No thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much.

Thank you Mr Chairman.

--------------------------

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: YALIWE MAGAWANA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

YALIWE MAGAWANA: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: You are going to talk about Douglas Magawana. How is Douglas Magawana
related to you?

MRS MAGAWANA: He was my husband.

ADV SANDI: He was also executed with Barnabas Magawana?

MRS MAGAWANA: Yes, six of them were executed. Douglas Magawana, Barnabas
Magawana, Horris Gamgula, Mamsat Thathaleka, Nqongela Majola Chucha. Six men
were executed in Pretoria.

ADV SANDI: Were they all accused of killing this one Chief?

MRS MAGAWANA: They said that because my husband joined Congo, Undlovu. He then
recruited other people. They would have meetings at Kanaga in Mziko in the
mountain. The Chief did not like this. He would pretend as if he was going to
join then, meanwhile he is taking their names down. Then this one day, late in
the afternoon someone came to me and said we should not sleep at home. The Chief
would come and kill my husband, his own nephew was a leader of Congo. I am not
going to say who he is.

I locked my door. Somebody tried to kick it in. I asked my husband if he could
hear the noise. He said he is leaving. They forcefully entered our house in the
middle of the night. Dogs started to bark. I was at the door. One of them said
that one must speak.

There was a knock. These men said that they were being attacked. They were Congo
members.

I asked them why they were surrounding my house and standing by the door. One of
them said, they should not leave, the 'horse' was not there yet.

These men said that they are Congo members and that they have come with the
boers that belong to Congo.

These men then ran.

We sent a message to Barnabas that our house was being attacked. Barnabas came
the next morning and said that his wife must go home.

The next morning they attacked Jajela.

My husband was a member of Congo. They killed him. This attack was aimed
specifically at people who were Congo members

ADV SANDI: Did they have a legal representative?



MRS MAGAWANA: At the court of law there was an Attorney, Grant from Bizana. We
had to pay him. The men could not go. Women went. We gave him whatever we could.
We sold our cattle to pay the legal fees.

When we asked the Attorney where our people were he said he does not know. We
saw them at Kokstad at the court case.

Another representative, Rogers, was there. There is a man Mabula, who would go
and visit them, because we were not allowed to visit them. He said that he had
found an Attorney in Bizana.

Grant said that we could proceed with Rogers.

We do not know exactly what happened to our money. We were never given receipts.
You would just pay.

After they were sentenced they were sent to Pretoria. When in Kokstad the
Attorney called us. There were three of them. Rogers called us, he said he is
taking this case to Grahamstown. We were given their belongings.

We realised that as they were giving us their clothing and their belongings that
they were going to be arrested or executed.

ADV SANDI: Did they write to you?

MRS MAGAWANA: Yes they did. A man who worked there McGowan, he would beat them
even when they were prosecuted.

We never wanted to go again. We do not know what happened in Pretoria. It is
McGowan who knows what happened.

They wrote letters.

ADV SANDI: What did the letters contain? How was the state of affairs there?

MRS MAGAWANA: They revealed nothing in the letters.

At the end, when they started to divulge everything, telling us that they were
going to be executed. And feedback would come from Bizana.

We were called to Bizana. We were in mourning. Each of us were asked whether we
wanted to stay in our houses where we stayed with our husbands, or go back home.
We all said we would stay.

Nothing beyond that happened.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mrs Magawana?

MRS MAGAWANA: I have given forward my requests that the bodies be exhumed and
that they be buried at home. We would like a tombstone to commemorate our loved
ones.

I would also like to see the perpetrators so that there

would be peace in my heart. I want them to tell me how they murdered my husband.
Some people were shot dead. Some people were stabbed to death. I would like to
know from their own mouths what happened to my husband.

I also request from the Government that my children be educated. I have a child.
I went to a white man. Worked before him and he educated my child for three
years. He is now a teacher.

The men that were sentenced to death, they disappeared. When they came to my



house for help it was clear that somebody was watching me and I would be taken
by the police. There is a document that they wanted. They said it was with me. I
denied. Eventually I burned the book.

After they had taken my husband they burnt everything, my sewing machine, my
furniture. My child almost died in the flames. I crawled and I pulled him out.

I endeavoured to save my husband and I failed. I endeavoured to save my child
and I succeeded.

I have a child who is in matric who will not be able to continue with his
education, because there is no money. I have a child who has epileptic fits who
had got injured at the same time. A bus was burnt down and I got burnt on my
head. This child with epileptic fits cannot go to school properly like other
children.

I need a Death Certificate so that we can hang it on our wall so that he passed
away truly.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Magawane. You have enriched the picture about people
being executed. At the end the Chairperson will thank you properly, after you
have all

given evidence.

-------------------

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 25.03.1997 NAME: NOSIPO DOROTHEA ZOMDIZELA

DAY: 2 LUSIKISIKI

----------------------------------------------------------

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mrs Somdizela?

NOSIPO DOROTHEAA ZOMDIZELA SOMDIZELA: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: You are here to speak about your husband. What was his name?

MS SOMDIZELA: He was Skinkili Moyiswa.

MS CRICHTON: Was he a member of Congo?

MS SOMDIZELA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: He was also detained at Timkambati. Is that right?

MS SOMDIZELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And other places as well?

MS SOMDIZELA: Yes at Timkambati.

MS CRICHTON: Will you tell me what his condition was when he was released.

MS SOMDIZELA: He was sick. His whole body was swollen

and he had wounds all over his body. He would fall down and he would tell us
that he was electrocuted. And his mind was not well. We would take him to the
hospital and his whole body was suffering. He had wounds on his legs. He was
detained twice. The second time he was taken to Richmond.

MS CRICHTON: How many children do you have with your husband.

MS SOMDIZELA: There were nine then, but now there are six.

MS CRICHTON: Have you another request to the Commission?

MS SOMDIZELA: Yes I do have a request. My children are fatherless. I would like
the Government to help me to educate my children and to feed them. Secondly I
would requested that if you can build a clinic in our village. We would
appreciate that.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Somdizela. Is that all you wish to say?

MS SOMDIZELA: Yes, that is all.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MS SOMDIZELA: Thank you.



CHAIRMAN: Thank you. You may go back to your seats.

I would like all the people who gave evidence this morning to stand up so that
we can thank all of them.

On behalf of the Commission we would like to thank you. You have a lot of
dignity, calm words that you have spoken with no anger or bitterness. Your
strength, incredible strength. Since we started working in this area we have
never seen such strength. You have given us a picture that you have been
tortured, have been oppressed and injured. Some of you lost family members,
members of your families died in the hands of the National Party.

We have a picture in our minds that we will never forget. A picture that you
went through a lot of pain but that you are here with no bitterness. You are not
talking about things that you heard that happened, just stories, but you were
talking about your lives. Things that happened to your spouses, your families,
but when you sat here and you gave evidence in connection with your relatives,
some of you have been left as orphans.

We did not see a single tear. There was dignity all the way. Strength that we
have never come across.

We have heard your requests. Some are personal and others are for the Pondo
people. Some are requesting schools, clinics, roads. After you lost family
members you are not thinking about yourselves, but you are thinking about the
Pondo people as a whole.

We salute you as the Commission!

We will take your requests to the Government. It moved us deeply. For us to find
out that the Government that was oppressive to you you could not even report,
because you were too scared. We trust that the present Government will change
that idea of the Government. We hope that the present Government will be of
service to you.

And if the Government treated people in an ill manner then the people have the
right to report. This previous regime said that they relied on the Bible. It is
an enigma.

You may sit down. Thank you very much.

We are going to call the people whose family members were executed: Agness
Mamsareni Magawana; Daliwe Mgulwa; Mapota Peter Mjanyelwa; Gingiliza
Mamsakazweni Mkhathi and Matshingelana Cambana.

Mr Magawana has not made a statement, but we will request him to come up,
because apparently he is of the same group. After he has given evidence would he
please give a statement, because the most important thing to the Commission is a
statement that is documented.
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REV XUNDU: I would like to swear the witness in Mr Chairman.

VUYANI RICHARD BETE: (sworn states)

MS CRICHTON: Welcome Mr Bete. You were meant to testify yesterday and you have three different incidents that
you want to talk about. Those three incidents we will come to but I think what we need to understand here is that you
are coming from a totally different position to that Mr Mbekele has just described, simply because you were related to a
policeman. Am I correct in that?

MR BETE: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: So the three incidents that you are going to tell us about are first of all yourself and the damage to
your property, your car and your house, the second incident was the murder of Anele Bete who was beaten to death by
the Amabutu and the third incident Mbyiselo Khadi who was burned to death. Now I think it would be good if we can
do those one by one, but before I do that I'd like to ask you to explain what your role was within the community, were
you a member of a political organisation?

MR BETE: I was not anything. My brother was a policeman. I would like to speak about my younger brother who died
before I testify about the damage to property and the death of my cousin and so forth.

MS CRICHTON: Are you talking about Mbyiseli or Anele?

MR BETE: I'm referring to Anele.

MS CRICHTON: I'm happy for you to do that, let's talk about Anele first.

MR BETE: What happened was that Anele was just released from jail three days earlier because he used to break in and
steal and so on, so my older brother was a policeman and he asked me if I was living with someone dirty here at home.
When I asked him what he meant he said that a policeman was somebody evil, and he had friends who were living in
the Tanke(?) area and my granny was living there too. And three days after his release we went to visit my granny and
then at 9 the following morning he wasn't back the following morning and towards half past nine that evening a man
who owned a shop in Tanke came with four guys saying to tell us that a boy had been picked up naked in the park and
that they had heard that this child lived here.

My mother then we should go to this park, we got there, we found Anele naked and there was a lady who had asked him
whose child he was and he had told her. This lady then took him to her house and the ambulance was called in and it
took him to hospital. It was found that he had sustained injuries to his head, he was in hospital for two days, he passed
away on the third day.



The explanation which we received from Anele while he was still in hospital was that he was taken by unknown people
to him in the Tanke area when they kept him in a house all day saying that they were going to kill him. He said that they
let him free that night but that whole day they assaulted him in every way possible, and he kept saying to them that he
was not a policeman but that his brother was a policeman. Their response was that they could not get hold of his brother,
so the only way they could get to his brother was by assaulting him and family members. That was basically the
explanation which Anele gave and he died two days after being admitted to hospital.

He was still very young, Anele must have been about 15 years old, he was still very young but he was a very forward
sort of curious child.

MS CRICHTON: Was he school going?

MR BETE: No he was very naughty, he used to break in, he used to pick pockets, he used to steal, he never used to stay
at home. He was just a very naughty child and he would come home and he'd be on the run all the time after having
done these naughty things.

MS CRICHTON: ...from prison because of a criminal offence in any event, so he belonged to no organisations, no
student

organisations? (end of tape)......Impiwe(indistinct)?

MR BETE: Yes he's the one.

MS CRICHTON: Alright now could you move on then to Khadi, Mbyiselo Khadi, what happened with him?

MR BETE: I haven't finished about Anele. I'm going to come to Mbuyiselo. What I did was to say to my mum, Mum
get rid of this person here at home because what is going to happen is the boys who liked me would come to me and
say, listen, talk to your brother, tell him to either resign from the police or leave your home because lots of things are
going to happen to you and your family.

I spoke to my mum and she asked what she's going to do. I said to her that she can see what is happening, we're all
going to die because of this one person. Why doesn't she ask him to leave?

MS CRICHTON: Was he staying at home at that time?

MR BETE: Yes he was also staying at home at the time. She didn't know what to do because I was pressurising her on
the one hand and there was no one who could really tell my older brother what to do because he was the first born at
home, he was the oldest.

MS CRICHTON: Are you completed now with the story? Have you completed the story of Anele for the moment?

MR BETE: Yes I've finished.

MS CRICHTON: Would you like to then move on to the story of Mbuyiselo Khadi.

MR BETE: Yes. What happened is that I left for Kingwilliamstown since I saw that things were bad at home, I must
have stayed there for about three months and I came back. When I got home Mbuyiselo was working at a shop in Xolani
and when I got home he was off, I asked him for money and he gave me some. He was a very generous kind person and
he would try in all ways to help because he was the bread winner, so to speak. He gave me money and I had this red car
of my mine and I asked him where he was going and I offered to take him there by car and he said no he would walk. I
heard a noise in the next street and then I heard a whistle and I said to my mother that that is Mbuyiselo, and she said,
please don't say that and that I should try and get the police.

While I was trying to do that the police came and they said that Mbuyiselo was dead in Xolani. I got into the police van
and we went to Xolani Street and we got there and he had been burned. He was pitch black the way he had burned and



the one policeman was standing with him who had tried to douse the flames so that he did not burn out completely. I
asked what had happened and I was told that he had been asking for forgiveness from the people and when I got to the
mortuary the inquest or the post mortem showed that he had been shot in the neck and then he had been set alight, and I
found that these boys were right in saying that lots of things were still going to happen to us at home. That ends
Mbuyiselo's story.

MS CRICHTON: Can I ask you a question about that? You say that he had gone to ask forgiveness for what, for having
a cousin who was a policeman?

MR BETE: You know when you're being assaulted, whether you have done wrong or not, you'll start asking for
forgiveness whether or not you have done wrong. So I see in that he must have been asking for forgiveness just to get
them to stop whatever they were doing to him.

MS CRICHTON: This man Mbuyiselo was your cousin?

MR BETE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything more you want to say before we move on to yourself?

MR BETE: What happened was that when we opened his trunk of clothes we found ANC membership cards and
discovered that he was a member, and I asked myself these questions. We heard people say that they were sorry they did
not know that he was one of them, and they made a mistake, they thought he was someone else and I mean that was a bit
too late because he had already died by then.

MS CRICHTON: Have any of those people come to the family to say that they were sorry and they now understood that
they were wrong?

MR BETE: No but when I would walk around these little boys would come to me, they liked me a lot, I was very
popular with them, but they would come to and say, you know the people are sorry about what happened to Bucks
because they are saying that a mistake was made, and I would just look at them and say, okay well, because there was
absolutely nothing that we could do about it then, the person was deceased.

MS CRICHTON: Mbuyiselo's family, where are they? Are they his parents?

MR BETE: They are still living here in Grahamstown.

MS CRICHTON: Have they not made a statement themselves?

MR BETE: No Mbuyiselo lived with us, not with his family.

MS CRICHTON: Alright Mr Bete, now perhaps you'd move on to what happened to you and the damage to your
property and how that happened?

MR BETE: What happened was after Mbuyiselo's funeral on New Year's Eve which was a couple of days later, I was
expecting friends from Mdansani who were going to come and visit me. It was even difficult to walk around there
because even if you went into a shebeen or something there would be remarks that there was someone evil here and
things like this, and much as I wanted to go to Xolani, I couldn't go and I said to my mum, I wanted to go to Xolani, and
she said, rather don't go, you know what happened. And I mean as someone that loves liquor it was very difficult for
me.

When I went to the shebeen and got there, this lady said she'd like to see me, and she said that I should please take my
things or she'll send them with children because children are saying this, that and the other. And I was still quite relaxed
there but then I had to get out and jump over the fence and I was quite disappointed because I was enjoying myself
there. I decided to just buy my stuff and go home but now what happened was once I remained at home and out of the
community it was like I was aligning myself with what my brother was doing and I couldn't move around the



community. And when I moved around there they'd say there was somebody dirty, there's somebody evil here and I was
wondering what's so dirty about me? And I then took my car and went to Xolani that evening and when I got there my
friends were very happy to see me and they gave me some money to go and buy some cigarettes and whatever we
needed in town. I went to town and I came back and I realised that I didn't have enough petrol but I didn't have money
and I counted the money for cigarettes and I realised that I could possibly still get petrol from this. I asked my brother if
he didn't have an empty bottle for me to go and get petrol with in town, and he said he didn't. I then found Sandile and
said to him to him let's go and get some petrol. When I got there Sandile dropped me and when I opened the petrol tank
I felt a tap on my shoulder and I looked back and I thought, oh my God, I saw these guys who said they wanted to see
me. I asked them what was up and they remarked that this car was bought with police money. I denied it and said that I
was working and bought the car with my money. On chap said that there was nothing wrong with me and the others told
him that he was delaying them. They took out a fire arm and there was a shot fired right next to me. I started to urinate
in my pants and then this guy remarked that the gun is too small and they took out a much bigger gun and they started
shooting and I thought, me I'm going to run now. I ran around the car several times and then I ran around the house and
when I looked back, my car was on fire.

I thought, my God where am I going to get another car, because I was unemployed. I then got to the police station
somehow and we came back and my car had been burned out, and it seems as if what happened was that there were
some people who had been working there and had stripped the car of whatever they could use and I found that some
kind of weird game was being played here. The car was burned and these people who were responsible were arrested
but they'd be released soon thereafter and when I'd go to the police station and enquire I would be told that the case had
been withdrawn and I wanted to know how that was possible, I had not been informed?

Long after my car had been burned I was walking down the road and I saw police up ahead. I'm policeman's brother,
there was no need for me to be assaulted by the police and by the community, that's the last thing I expected. I was
asked where I came from and before I could answer I was knocked with a shot gun on my head and I passed out and I
was taken to hospital for stitches. I laid a charge against that policeman and when I got to court I was told that the matter
was being finalised and, in spite of me pointing out the policeman that had assaulted me I was told the matter was
finalised and that's my story.

MS CRICHTON: When you say finalised, what do you mean finalised, that they were acquitted or that they were
convicted?

MR BETE: These people would go to court and the matter would be postponed and you'd never hear anything about it
again after that, and all you could do was to become friends with them again.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Bete you've given us a very full story. There's an Afrikaans, 'tussen die bas en die boom', or
'between a stone and a hard place', I think that is where you found yourself, and although we have laughed, it was
serious and what you've lost has been a lot. Thank you for giving us such a full story. I am quite sure that the rest of the
Commission members will want to ask more questions about this. The only thing I need to ask you is, the car, when it
was burned out, and when your house was burned down, there was a separation in time, what was the date of the car
burning and the house burning?

MR BETE: My brother died and Mbuyiselo died and we were unhappy at home. My mother asked me what these
people still want from her, because this person is dead and then we wanted to know why they were still burning our
house because the policeman is dead? And then there was a policeman that

lived somewhere there and a group of toytoying people came right up to our gate because the person whom they didn't
want had long since been killed but they were still attacking our house.

There was someone who came to the crowd and wanted to know what they still wanted there because before they said
they wanted the policeman and now he was no longer there, what more did they want? That was when they stopped.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mr Bete, I'm going to hand you back to the chairperson now.

MR SANDI: On this day you say you were assaulted on your head with a firearm on your head by a policeman, who did



you say was next to the house, was it Nciquelelo?

MR BETE: Yes they were next to Nciquelelo's house when people were in the house and I was walking up the road, I
could see that police were busy assaulting people.

MS CRICHTON: Who was that Nciquelelo?

MR BETE: He was not there but it was in front of his house.

MR SANDI: What are your older brothers full names?

MR BETE: Maxim Simpiwe Khade.

MR SANDI: Where's he now?

MR BETE: He has died.

MR SANDI: How did he die?

MR BETE: He had a stomach problem.

MR SANDI: Did you ever speak to him about this problem about him being a policeman.

MR BETE: When I did he he'd want to assault me and it was better for me just to leave him alone.

CHAIRPERSON: There are a few questions which we would like to ask for clarification. Before Anele and Mbuyiselo
Khade died, was there ever and inquest held at court.

MR BETE: The people were arrested but what happened was that the case would be postponed several times and then
the matter would be withdrawn or they'd be acquitted or whatever, but nothing ever happened to the case. In all three
these matters no one was found guilty.

CHAIRPERSON: Did the family have an attorney representing them in all three these matters?

MR BETE: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Why did you not get yourselves a legal representative?

MR BETE: I cannot say why because at that time we weren't thinking straight.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Chrichton says that she forgot to ask you what your wish was by appearing before this
Commission?

MR BETE: I would say that my parent would be the best person to say. I would basically leave it in the hands of the
Commission. I basically just came to say what happened from my perspective at the time, because from certain
perspectives I would say that it was very wrong to have burned my car.

CHAIRPERSON: So in explaining this, all you were saying that the Commission should see what it can do?

MR BETE: Yes that's basically all I can say.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to find out about Mbuyiselo Khadi, you say that his parents are still alive?

MR BETE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: What is it, are they not interested in making a statement with regards to their son's death?



MR BETE: Mbuyiselo was not living with them he was living at home.

CHAIRPERSON: What was wrong, did he not get along with his parents?

MR BETE: No he preferred to live with my mum because he got along much better with her.

CHAIRPERSON: So you are saying that he's biological parents are still alive. So let's say for example the President
decides that with regards to Mbuyiselo's death he should remunerate that harm, and because they did not come forward
and make any statement, they decide to give you the remuneration...?

MR BETE: What I'm trying to say is that it is very important that Mbuyiselo's parents submit a statement with regards
to Mbuyiselo, there's nothing they know about him, what they say is irrelevant.

CHAIRPERSON: What they can say is that you Vuyani, are a witness. I am merely advising you because they are his
biological parents, they are still alive and when we compile our report we can say that Mbuyiselo's parents are still alive
but they did not come forward to make a statement. So it could be seen as a lack of interest.

MR BETE: If I were to advise them to make a statement where could they go and make one, would it be the same
person to whom I made a statement?

CHAIRPERSON: Yes you could meet with our staff around here.

Vuyani you have entertained us by telling your version in a rather humorous way. Although it is a painful you've related
it with a bit of humour. You have painted a very unusual mental picture of the perspective of the family members of a
policeman. Normally stories which we hear are people who were involved in the struggle and their perception of the
police. It is very unusual for us to share the pain of family members of policeman and we thank you for having given us
a very clear description in the humorous way in which you related it and giving us the perspective of family members,
brothers, sisters, mothers of policeman.

We will include your version of events in our report and also the loss which you and your family suffered so that the
President can see what he can do about it.

MR BETE: You know the way in which I described these events is exactly as they took place. I am merely saying it as it
is, I'm merely describing what happened the way it happened. I am not trying to hide anything or exaggerate anything.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you and we would like you to remain here today and not go to the pub.

MR BETE: No I'm going home now.
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CHAIRPERSON: We would now like to call Nonzima Edna Bikishi, Koloman James Mantile, Zinakile Eric Peter.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, with your permission, I would like to swear them in.

NONZIMA EDNA BIKISHI: (sworn states)

KOLOMAN JAMES MANTILE: (sworn states)

ZINAKILE ERIC PETER: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairman, they have been duly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I greet all of you. I would like to start with Mr Peter. Mr Peter the incident
which you are going to talk about involve your wife, Nomavokutu Topsy Peter, is that correct?

MR PETER: Yes.

MS MAYA: This happened in 1986. In your statement there is no date except that it happened in 1986. Is this the same
date as the mother and gentleman next to you?

MR PETER: Yes, all three of us. This happened in the same day.

MS MAYA: Do we agree that it was the same date?

MR PETER: It was in 1987.

MS MAYA: Thank you. What was happening, what was the

situation in your area because it is not clear why the police went to people's houses and kill them?

MR PETER: Nothing was happening Ma'am at that time. We were sitting at home, I was just coming from work. I was
sitting with my wife and my grandchild.

We were sitting in the couch, it was myself, my wife, my grandchild and my daughter-in-law. We heard a gunshot.



These people were coming towards my gate. I was trying to go out and look at what was happening.

My daughter-in-law told me not to go out because those people had guns on them. They then came to us and asked us
why were you shooting at us.

MS MAYA: Were these people asking you why were you shooting at them?

MR PETER: Yes.

MS MAYA: Please come nearer to the mike, sir.

MR PETER: These people asked us why are we shooting at them. My daughter-in-law then answered them, telling them
that nobody was shooting at anyone. They then told her to shut up.

They shot at me, but I managed to bend down. They then shot on top of me. While we were still looking at that, they
shot my wife and my son.

MS MAYA: What do you mean by saying that? Did they kill them?

MR PETER: They shot my son and then they beat my wife in the head.

MS MAYA: How was she injured?

MR PETER: I don't know, but she was taken to the hospital and she passed away in hospital.

MS MAYA: What then happened to you?

MR PETER: My son did not go to a Doctor, I did not even go to a Doctor.

MS MAYA: In other words people came in your home, you were sitting at home, relaxing at home, your wife was
beaten up and she died?

MR PETER: She died.

MS MAYA: Who was this people?

MR PETER: They were the Amangundwana with their overalls.

MS MAYA: Did you notice any one?

MR PETER: Yes, I noticed Madoda, he is staying in Fort Beaufort.

MS MAYA: Do you know his surname?

MR PETER: No, I don't know his surname.

MS MAYA: Is he still alive?

MR PETER: He is in prison, he was sentenced for 20 years.

MS MAYA: Was he sentenced for this case?

MR PETER: Yes, because he shot four people and they died.

MS MAYA: Thank you sir. After his arrest, did you lay a claim?

MR PETER: Yes, I hired a lawyer.



MS MAYA: What happened about that claim?

MR PETER: I did manage to get a certain amount, but it was not enough. I built a house for my children. I have eight
children.

MS MAYA: In your story here, you mention that these people left your house and they shot Lhelhe, they also killed Mrs
Mandile. Is this Lhelhe Mbenge and Mrs Mandile?

MR PETER: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you members of any political organisation?

MR PETER: No.

MS MAYA: In other words you were just shot by the police,

you were not aware of what was going on?

MR PETER: Yes, that is true.

MS MAYA: Do you want to add something in your story?

MR PETER: Yes, I would like to be helped and to be assisted, to be supported for my children.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other requests, sir?

MR PETER: No, I've got no requests. I don't want to waste your time.

MS MAYA: Thank you sir. Mr Koloman James Mantile, in your statement you speak about two people, Mrs Jane
Msuthukazi Matyani and also Johnson Matile, is that correct?

MR MANTILE: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Was Jane your wife?

MR MANTILE: Jane was my brother's wife, Pakamile Johnson Mantile.

MS MAYA: Was Johnson Jane's husband?

MR MANTILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were they both killed on the same day?

MR MANTILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to you, why were they killed?

MR MANTILE: I was at number 13 G Street and they were at number 28 Victoria Road with this mother and Peter. I
was on my way back from work at 5 pm where I was working at Lewis Stores and I went via my brother Johnson's
house.

We were planning to go somewhere which was a church meeting. And that was in 1987. And he said, look I am not
going to make it, he was working at GG at the time, the Waterworks.

He was driving these bulldozers and loaders and the machinery used there. I said to him, give me your jacket and your



tie, I am going to go. I am not going to go via

home, I am going to go straight to the church meeting.

MS MAYA: What happened when they were shot, what time were they shot?

MR MANTILE: They were shot at approximately 7 or 8 pm.

MS MAYA: What news did you receive?

MR MANTILE: I was in J Street when a child came to me and said Uncle Pakamile has been shot. The child didn't
know why but the scull and brain was scattered all over the wall.

Is it possible that this person is still alive, it was just a small child. My wife and I spoke and said this is very difficult to
understand and she said that she did not think I should go alone.

We decided to go and tell my younger brother. When we got there, we discussed what to do and we could see that it was
quite busy.

MS MAYA: When you went there, what did you find?

MR MANTILE: When we got there, the place was full of soldiers and policemen and people and we were asked where
we were going because no one was to go there. We said that we were there to see what had happened. We were family
of the person who had been shot and then they opened up a way for us to go through.

MS MAYA: What were things like when you got there?

MR MANTILE: When we got to the house, I found my brother sitting like this, half of his head was shot against the
wall. Where he was sitting when I - he was still seated where I had left him sitting, and there was a hole in the wall and
his - half of his scull had gone through that hole into the bedroom.

His wife was still holding the potato which she was peeling and the bullet had penetrated her on one side and

gone out on the other side.

MS MAYA: Did you receive details of what had happened?

MR MANTILE: We enquired from the time we were coming on, we asked White policeman coming out on the other
side of the school, carrying bottles of wine.

MS MAYA: In your statement you say that these White policemen were intoxicated to such an extend that they told the
court that they were so drunk that they did not know what they were doing? Did your brother and his wife have any
kids?

MR MANTILE: Yes, they are with me.

MS MAYA: How old are they?

MR MANTILE: The oldest boy has been circumcised and the other two are also grown up now.

MS MAYA: Are any of them still at school?

MR MANTILE: Yes, two of them are.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else which you would like to say to us, with regards to the story?



MR MANTILE: It is a long story but it is basically what I have told you but because nothing else could be done about
the fact that they were dead.

MS MAYA: Was a trial ever heard at court?

MR MANTILE: Yes, there was a trial where we were represented by De La Harpe. And as this gentleman said that
policemen were found guilty.

MS MAYA: Were these policemen the same municipal policemen?

MR MANTILE: Yes, they were guarding the school because it was month end and they had received their salaries.

MS MAYA: What were their respective sentences?

MR MANTILE: It was - the one who was found guilty, was the one who was found who had shot at my brother and
who

seemed to have emptied his cartridges on him

MS MAYA: Did you receive any compensation?

MR MANTILE: Yes, we did receive a bit of compensation after having instituted a civil claim.

MS MAYA: What is your request or what is your wish which you would like to express before this Commission?

MR MANTILE: I would like to ask this Commission for assistance. More so in regard to the children because there are
so many things which have now become my responsibility since the death of my brother and his wife.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else you would like to say?

MR MANTILE: No, besides reiterating my request for help with the children and I also have an important request
especially in regard to their death.

I never received any kind of compensation because when I, or any satisfying response because even when I tried to
enquire about why his wife was shot, we were just told that she wasn't working anywhere and I would like an
investigation into their deaths so that these children can receive some kind of answer to the questions.

It is very difficult for me.

MS MAYA: Mrs Bikishi? Mrs Bikishi, your story is about Phindile Lhelhe Mbenge? What was he to you?

MS BIKISHI: He was my husband.

MS MAYA: What happened to you? He was also shot that day without you knowing why. Where was he?

MS BIKISHI: I was busy preparing his supper and he was sitting on the bed.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MS BIKISHI: These people knocked on the door and I was

wondering who knocked and they - he went to open the door and they wanted to know why we were throwing at them
and he wanted to know why should we throw stones at you, we don't know you and the one hit him with a sjambok and
he fell on the bed and as he was getting up, the other one said, shoot at him.

Because I did not know them I came in and I asked them what are you doing? The one said shoot this rubbish as well.



And they shot me in my leg, but I survived. And my health has never been the same.

MS MAYA: Your husband died there and then?

MS BIKISHI: Yes, he did. I lost consciousness in the room and when I regained consciousness, I shook my husband,
thinking he had also just fallen and lost consciousness the way I had.

The police then came in and they said oh, dear, this person had passed away and they could see that I was confused and
they decided to go and load me into a van or an ambulance or something and take me to the hospital.

MS MAYA: Were these the same policemen who were prosecuted in the matters of the gentlemen next to you?

MS BIKISHI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you institute a civil claim?

MS BIKISHI: No, but his family arrived that night.

MS MAYA: You never received any compensation then?

MS BIKISHI: No, I did not. I just received a little bit for my loss of blood.

MS MAYA: Do you have any request before this Commission?

MS BIKISHI: Yes, I do because I need help. I am not well, I am ill.

MS MAYA: Do you receive any pension or disability grant or

anything from the Government?

MS BIKISHI: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mrs Bikishi. Is that all you have to say?

MS BIKISHI: Yes.

MS MAYA: I thank you all and I now hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Peter, Mrs Mandile and Mrs Bikishi, we thank you. If you were not residents of South Africa, we
will not believe what you've just told us.

The cruelty of people who were behaving like animals. We thank you for telling us your story today about this mini
massacre. We have noted your requests and we will forward them to the President.

We apologise for opening wounds for you, but we thank you for coming to the Commission to give this testimony, you
may go back to your seats.

-------------------
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REV XUNDU: Zimasile Joseph Bota, please stand up.

ZIMASILE JOSEPH BOTA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you, you may sit down.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Zimasile Bota. We will

hand over to Tiny Maya who will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I greet you Mr Bota. This afternoon you are going to tell us about yourself.
The police tortured you in 1986. Is that correct?

MR BOTA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: We have a statement in front of us. We have two dates, March 1986, we also have tenth and 11th of April
1985. Are you going to talk about two separate incidents?

MR BOTA: Yes, I am going to talk about two separate incidents.

MS MAYA: From 1985?

MR BOTA: Yes, from 1985.

MS MAYA: Before you can do that, we saw that you were arrested, you were accused of killing a white farmer. What
year was this?

MR BOTA: It was in 1986.

MS MAYA: Can you please start in 1985. What was happening in the community? What happened when you were
arrested by the police?

MR BOTA: Firstly, I was a Vice-Chairperson of Adelaide Youth Congress. We were affiliated to the UDF. We gave
our constitution to the detectives, at that time Wessels and Ghani and Makline, because we wanted them to know that
there is an affiliation of UDF in Adelaide and we were members of that organisation. There was also a student
organisation, COSAS, in Adelaide. One of the students was arrested. It was on a Monday when the student was arrested.
He was taken to the police station. The police were arresting him because he was one of the people who attended a
meeting. When the students went to ask the police why the student was arrested, the police said that they found drugs,
dagga, in him.



In 1985, on the tenth, the youth were toy-toying and singing freedom songs in the streets. At about 20 past seven up to
eight o' clock the two policemen who stayed in our same street, three gunshots, we heard three gunshots. One of the
students by the name of Themba Letu Tikane was killed. At that time I was not aware that there were people who were
injured. I went home, I had dinner, my friend came at about 12, after 12 at night. There were three policemen. I was
together with Mondi Nkonki. They were beating us. They took me out of the room. When I was out of the room I saw
that there were soldiers outside and there were two police vans. There were cars and an ambulance. They were beating
me and assaulting me all the time.

MS MAYA: During all this time were they asking you any questions

MR BOTA: No, they were just assaulting me.

MS MAYA: Do you know the people who were assaulting you?

MR BOTA: I managed to see three of them. It was Fezekile Springbok, Mantewu and Mbulelo Tom.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MR BOTA: They took me to the police van, they separated us in the vans. They assaulted me until I arrived at the police
station. As a result of that I got injured in my head. They took us to the police station together with my friend. I was
stitched in the head and I was bandaged and they took me back to the police station.

MS MAYA: What hospital is this?

MR BOTA: It was a provincial hospital in Adelaide. I saw that there were two boys sleeping there. One of them was
beaten in the head and one of them in the stomach. They were shot, they were the ones who were injured at the time of
the shooting. What happened is that they took us back to the police station. They told us that one of them was dead. MS
MAYA: Did you know the two people who were shot?

MR BOTA: I knew them after we were released from prison.

MS MAYA: Do you know their names?

MR BOTA: Yes, it was Themba Letu Dikana and Mufisle Misilele.

MS MAYA: Please continue.

MR BOTA: It was on a Wednesday night. On Thursday we did not appear in court. On Friday we did not appear in
court. We appeared in court on Tuesday, the following week. Mr Enkanon was our lawyer. We were taken back to
prison. The following week on Thursday we were released on R30,00 bail.

MS MAYA: Were you charged of anything?

MR BOTA: Yes, it was public violence.

MS MAYA: What happened to that case?

MR BOTA: They would suspend the case and we would go back to court. On the 16th of June 1985 I was detained.

MS MAYA: On the June 16th, is it after you were released on the case of public violence?

MR BOTA: I was released on bail, 25 of us were released on bail. We use to go to court. If something happened in the
township, they would come and pick us up. I was arrested for burning down a police house and damaging property.

MS MAYA: What happened to the two cases?



MR BOTA: The cases were dropped in Adelaide, but I was not there at the time.

MS MAYA: In other words, you ran away from Adelaide?

MR BOTA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to you? When did you come back?

MR BOTA: I came back in 1987, in December 1987.

MS MAYA: What was happening when you came back?

MR BOTA: I was told that the cases were dropped. Nobody was found guilty.

MS MAYA: You said that you were arrested in 1986. Where were you at this time?

MR BOTA: In 1986, as we were appearing in court, I was at, at home in 1986. The reason why I left home is that I saw
that everything that was happening in the township, we were seen as responsible for it. We were taken on a Wednesday,
because we were accused of killing white farmers. The police said that I was responsible for that. I told them that I did
not kill them.

MS MAYA: Where did these farmers, where were they killed?

MR BOTA: They were killed near the farms in Adelaide.

MS MAYA: Were there any people arrested or charged due to this?

MR BOTA: Some people lost their memory, because they were beaten up by the police.

MS MAYA: What happened to the case?

MR BOTA: I do not know what happened to this case, because I stayed for six days, I was detained for six days. I went
to Louis le Grange and they transferred me to Algoa and to Adelaide.

MS MAYA: You were released?

MR BOTA: Yes, I was released.

MS MAYA: At the time you were arrested, what was the conditions in the cells?

MR BOTA: What happened in the first night, they took me to the police station in Adelaide. There were three of them,
Mbulelo, Twalo and one guy by the name of Nyakanyaka. He was from Murder and Robbery Squad. When he came to
our home he said that he was a member of AZAPO. He said that they were looking for guns. He told me, after that he
told me that these two farmers were killed. They took me to the police station, they assaulted me. They said that I must
tell the truth. I told them I know nothing about this killing, because I was at home at that time. I was hand-cuffed and
they placed a wet bag on my head and they strangled me. They switch off the light before they torture you. You would
not see who was torturing you because it was dark. They took this bag to, they placed it in water and they came back
and this bag was wet and they repeated this thing. They put this bag over my face. I was unconscious. When I woke up I
was lying down. After that they allowed me to regain consciousness.

MS MAYA: When were you released?

MR BOTA: It was on Monday night.

MS MAYA: You stayed for six days there?



MR BOTA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You were tortured all these days?

MR BOTA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to the accusations?

MR BOTA: I do not know. They were dismissed.

MS MAYA: All of the accusations?

MR BOTA: Yes.

MS MAYA: But they tortured you.

MR BOTA: Yes, they tortured me.

MS MAYA: What about your health, your state of health after all this?

MR BOTA: As the police assaulted me and beat me in the head, when I arrived in Uitenhage my ears could not hear
clearly. I went to the day clinic. The Sisters asked me whether I was beaten in the head. I told them, yes. They asked me
when. I said in 1985. They gave me an oil for my, to treat my ears and that oil helped me and I could hear clearly.

MS MAYA: What is your, how is your state of health now?

MR BOTA: I have no complaints.

MS MAYA: In your statement you were also accused of necklacing a girlfriend and you were detained for seven months
in St Albans. When was this?

MR BOTA: It was in 1987. I was arrested in October 1986, on the 31st of October 1986. When I left home to Uitenhage
I met Comrades there under Metisis Toto. There was a project here whereby houses were being renovated. The
Comrades gave me a position in that project. As we were working there, there were ladies who had affairs with the
municipal police. They were taken by other Comrades. I was not there at that time. I just saw two police vans and a
combi and two ladies came out of that van and they pointed

me. The policemen came and they beat me and they assaulted me. They took me to the police vans. They asked
Lungelwa whether I knew who Lungelwa was. I was, I became scared because I had a sister by the name of Lungelwa. I
wondered what happened to Lungelwa, but it was not the Lungelwa I knew, because it was, this Lungelwa was one of
the ladies who were necklaced. They showed me a photograph of her and they asked me to identify the Comrades who
were together with me when we were raping and necklacing these ladies. I was then arrested for seven months.

MS MAYA: Did you know Lungelwa Ginigini before this incident?

MR BOTA: No, I did not know.

MS MAYA: Do you know why were you accused of necklacing her

MR BOTA: No, I do not know.

MS MAYA: Is that all you wanted to say to this Commission?

MR BOTA: Yes, that is all.

MR BOTA: Do you have a request to the Commission?



MR BOTA: My request is that it is very painful to me, because the Government is telling us, saying that we must
forgive the perpetrators. It is very difficult to forgive someone who was an enemy, who is still an enemy even today. We
cannot forgive them because they are still our enemy.

MS MAYA: Two last questions. The police you mentioned that they were together in your street, Fezekile Springbok
and Mantewu, what happened to them?

MR BOTA: Fezekile is still there, but I do not know where Mantewu is.

MS MAYA: What is the relationship between Mantewu and, between yourself and Springbok?

MR BOTA: When he greets me I look on the other side. I do

not look at him.

MS MAYA: The last question. During the seven months you were in prison when you were accused of necklacing
Lungelwa Ginigini, did you appear in a Court of Law?

MR BOTA: I was, I appeared in the Regional Court in Uitenhage.

MS MAYA: What happened there?

MR BOTA: The case, they told me that they will, my case will be heard in March and they postponed the case in May
and the witnesses that pointed me did not appear in court. They did not come to testify. The detectives that arrested me
together with the Municipal Police did not appear in court. I was just told that the case was dismissed.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Do you have any other requests to add?

MR BOTA: One of my requests is that the perpetrators, the Government must bring them forward. We cannot work
together with the police. We know that the police are protecting us, but we cannot work with the police who have blood
in their hands. We are still Comrades, they are still dirty, they are doing dirty jobs. My request is that the police must
come forward and the Government must see what to do about the police. I will be satisfied if they come forward,
although I was not killed, but others were killed.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Bota. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Bota, when you say the police, you cannot co-operate with them, because
they have dirty hands filled with blood, do you mean every policeman or certain policemen?

MR BOTA: Not all of them, because, for example, in Adelaide we were killed by black policemen. No white policemen
killed people. Certain black policemen killed our people. They would repeat this.

ADV SANDI: You say that those with dirty hands have to be brought forward, something must be done about them.
Can you please give an example of what can be done?

MR BOTA: If they cannot be sentenced, they must be dismissed from work.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you mentioned that you were accused of killing a white farmer. What happened to that
case?

MR BOTA: That case was dismissed because after the six days of detention they came to the community, they picked
up young men who were not involved in anything. They were assaulted and tortured. Some of them lost their health and
memory.



ADV SANDI: Was there a farmer who was killed at this time?

MR BOTA: Yes, there was a farmer who was killed at that time.

ADV SANDI: According to you knowledge why was this?

MR BOTA: I do not know, but the people, detectives from Murder and Robbery Squad, the reason why they accused me
is that they said that we were using the slogan of Peter Mokaba.

ADV SANDI: The killing of white farmers in Adelaide, was it a usual thing or was it the first time such a thing
happened?

MR BOTA: It was not a usual thing in Adelaide, but although it happened before and the people who did this were
killed by the, they were not Comrades, they were criminals. When this happened in 1986, the police came to us as we
were Comrades.

ADV SANDI: The last question. Briefly, the relationship between the community and the white farmers, what was the
relationship between these two?

MR BOTA: As I am always in the township, I do not know the relationship between the people staying in the farmer
and the white farmers. Most of the white farmers in Adelaide are soldiers. They use to come to our houses and assault
us.

ADV SANDI: People in Adelaide, in the township, what were they thinking, what were their views about the white
farmers?

MR BOTA: I cannot answer that question, Mr Chairperson. People, community of Adelaide, will be able to answer that
question.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Bota. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: It is clear that you are working with a mandate. If you do not have a mandate you cannot speak. I
want to ask only one question to you. You spoke strongly when you were asked here by the person who was asking you
questions on behalf of the Commission, you said that the Government must do something about the killers. You were
not referring to us, you were referring to the Government. Yes, I am glad, because it seemed as if you were talking to us.
You were saying we are the Government. We are not the, but I want to ask you one question concerning this matter. If
the perpetrators, the police are forgiven, are given amnesty, do you see any danger concerning people's lives in
Adelaide? I am not saying you must speak on behalf of the community of Adelaide, but I just want your view that if
they are given amnesty, what do you think, after ten years,

the impact of this will be?

MR BOTA: Mr Chairperson, if the enemy is forgiven you must know that you are forgiving an enemy. You do not
know whether the enemy has forgiven you. When we were burying Mr May, the police gave us an order that there must
be 200 people attending the funeral, but there were more than 1000 who attended the funeral. Those regulations were
laid by the police. After ten years, after we have forgiven these people they will use other people to kill us, they will not
come by themselves.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Zimasile. You mentioned that the black police took part in killing people. What do you
think the reason was that black people were killing more than white policemen?

MR BOTA: Mr Chairperson, the reason that we were killed by the police, black policemen is that they joined the police
force because they were against certain members of the community. When they became police they would come and
they would come with their uniform to the township. As I am a member of Adelaide Youth Congress I know that that is
an enemy. A person who is not aware of this, for example, the killing of Andile Kiva, Andile Ndyebi and other people



who were assaulted, we did not expect this to happen, because the police came with their uniforms. I left home on that
Saturday, because I was aware that when the police came in their uniforms they were going to do such incidents. Many
people were killed because they were not aware. That is why I am saying that the black policemen are the ones who
killed us, because they joined the police force due to a grudge they have against the community.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Zimasile. What you said here today makes us think although I am not saying I agree with
all that you have said, but we are going to think deeply about what you have said as we are trying to reconcile this
country. We have to keep peace in this country. After ten years we want to see results. We do not want to see that we
have wasted our time. We will think deeply about the important things that we are doing in our job. We thank you. We
also noted the requests you mentioned. Some of them are very difficult, because we are trying to reconcile and to
forgive each other in this country. We thank you for speaking out as you did. You may sit down. Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We would like to call Ntsikelelo Botha. I would like us to please show mutual consideration. We
have reached a point where certainly people are a bit confused as to what it is we are doing. The Law which governs us
requires that when anyone's name is mentioned in a statement, that person be granted an opportunity by way of being
informed and, should the person so wish, come forward and place his version or her version of events with regard to the
incident in which the person is being implicated. Hence, Ntsikelelo Botha together with his attorney have come here to
do just that. This would be the time where we would ask everyone to be extremely disciplined, because we would like to
conduct these proceedings with as much order and dignity possible befitting this kind of occasion. We would like to ask
people to contain themselves in spite of hearing things which they may not necessarily approve of, that they exercise the
discipline that we know the people of Grahamstown to have so that we can give Ntsikelelo Botha the opportunity to
relate his version of events and if there is anyone with an opinion which differs from the one which Ntsikelelo Botha
will relate to us, we ask them to meet with our statement takers and hand in a statement, but for now we ask that we give
Ntsikelelo Botha the opportunity to testify. Is it Mr Vermaak? We were given the name of Mr Vermaak. Are you in the
same partnership.

ADV DE LA HOOP: He is my Clerk.

CHAIRPERSON: You are, you have requested to read your statement into the record. You will, of course, permit us to
allow for the panellists to raise some questions should they have some questions to direct to your client.

ADV DE LA HOOP: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you going to lead your client or is he going to just read the statement?

ADV DE LA HOOP: My proposal would be to my client that he read his statement, but having translated it into Xhosa
so that the general public would hear and that would save the necessity of interpreting that and then you may ask such
questions as you might care. I have no intention of leading, I think the statement itself is sufficiently full of that.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We will follow that procedure. We would like to welcome you Ntsikelelo Botha. We are
going to ask you to take the prescribed oath. Reverend Xundu is going to assist you in taking the prescribed oath.

NTSIKELELO BOTHA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. He has been duly sworn in, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Botha, we are not going to lead you as your legal representative has indicated. We are now going
to give you an opportunity to read the Xhosa, relate your version or your affidavit to us in Xhosa.

MR BOTHA: Thank you, Sir. I the undersigned, Mr Ntsikelelo Botha, hereby state under oath I am the person against
whom certain allegations have been made by one, Temtem Kuhlane. Temtem Kuhlane alleges that on or about the first



of May 1986 as Port Alfred I wrongfully and intentionally shot and killed one Mntunyane Kuhlane. I wish to respond to
these allegations as follows. It was on Friday the ninth of May 1986, I was travelling from Grahamstown on route to
Port Alfred to attend a funeral of the father of a priest, whose name is Silimele Richard Magoma. I was accompanied by
my wife, Magatheba, as well as the driver of the vehicles, Sgidla Dumane, and we arrived at Port Alfred after dark. It
was approximately eight pm.

Upon my arrival at Port Alfred I went to the Magoma home which was in the area and saw that there was a funeral and
sent for him to be called. He was called and I informed him that I was there. When I left there I went to my mother-in-
law's house, her name is Nolala, her surname is Ndumiso, so that I could rest. At my mother-in-law's house there were
people apart from myself and Mr Sgidla Dumane. This was this woman known as Nyenye, her name is actually
Nomalizo Simane. They were sleeping by the time we got there, everyone was in their bedrooms asleep. That night I or
Sgidla Dumane were sitting in the dining-room at the time when Magatheba was preparing something for us to eat.
While we were sitting there a certain Kuki who was the grandson of Mrs Simane, came in with a very dark boy whom
he called Gerald.

Kuki came to me and asked me to borrow him my firearm which was licensed. I thought that he was joking and jokingly
said that he could take it. Kuki and Gerald Kuhlane then left and nothing further became of that. A short while later, Mr
Chairperson and honourable members of the Commission, Kuki came back with Gerald and a third person whom I
recognised as someone that was working in the area and I knew him as Sdodo. Sdodo was carrying a pick axe with a
long handle and was not saying anything. They did not say anything to me and not long thereafter Gerald and Sdodo left
the house with Kuki remaining behind in the kitchen. Approximately five minutes after they left I heard a knock at the
front door, because it was a big house and while I was going Kuki passed me and went to open the front door and I was
seated by this time.

As soon as Kuki opened the door the house filled up with people, young men, whom I could refer to as Comrades, who
were masked so I could not identify them. Because it was a big house some of them went to the kitchen as well and
there were only two of us there. A young man with a cap came to me, he was unmasked and his name was Kanini. Upon
looking at these people I estimated that there were approximately 200 of them. While Sgidla Dumane and I were in the
dining-room, Kanini approached me and it was apparent that he was the leader of the group. He came, stood next to me
and asked me what my name was and where I came from and what my line of work was. Before I could answer him he
slapped me and twisted my ear. I did not become angry. I told him without looking at him that my name was Ntsikelelo,
I was from Grahamstown and that I was a Minister of religion and that I was there to attend a funeral.

He instructed me to get up and stand because they were going to burn Sgidla and I with tyres. Before I could stand I was
being stabbed. I attempted to stand and I fell against the table. I attempted to lean against the table. I sustained 16 to 18
stab wounds. In all this time I could have shot at them with my firearm, but I did not. The problem that I had was that all
these people were masked and I reached for my firearm when I realised that I was going to be seriously injured. I fired a
shot into the ground in an attempt to warn them to leave me, because I did not want to injure anyone. Some of them
jumped back, but it was dark in the dining-room and I felt a sharp object, a tomahawk or an axe or something strike me
and I shot without looking at whom I was shooting.

I was terrified and I feared for my life and also the fact that I had pointed the firearm over my shoulder and blindly fired
a shot. I did not aim the firearm at anyone. I was shooting at an unknown person behind me. I would say that my
intention was in my dizzy state, my fear that the person would repeat the blow from the axe or whatever the weapon
was. People started to run out and I followed them. When I got to the side of the house I found tyres and 25 litre
containers of petrol. I am not sure whether they contained petrol or not. All these people left through the gate and Sgidla
and I threw ourselves down the bank and when they came into the stadium I could see them. Many of them were
running and I got a chance to run through the location. I lost consciousness and came to only to find myself in hospital.

The following day a brother of mine by the name of Velile Mfana came to fetch me at the hospital after he had heard
that the Comrades were going to come and finish me off in hospital. I was not strong enough to do anything yet. It
surprised me when I was going to leave the hospital when I heard that Beckson Kuhlane had died, because Beckson was
someone with whom I played soccer and we never had any argument or anything. I never regarded him as an enemy, I
regarded him as an in-law, because he shared the same clan name as my wife and there was no bad feeling between the



two of us. I was shocked by this, because I regarded him as my friend and I had absolutely no intention of killing
anyone, because I was a Minister of religion and I worked in the Gini area and many of the Grahamstown Comrades
knew me to be a Minister in Grahamstown.

I accept that the person who I shot was Beckson Kuhlane, but there was a reason for me having fired that shot, because
it was a life and death situation and I can say that I did it in self defence. A trial was conducted in 1986 and between
1992 and 1993 I received notices from court that I had to go to Port Alfred and a trial was conducted and the court
found that I had acted in self defence and that if I had any intention of any wrongdoing, I could have injured more
people. It is incorrect that I went and attacked the deceased at his home. The distance from where my mother-in-law
stays, honourable members, is quite a distance from the deceased's home. I would say that it is approximately 100
metres away. Secondly, I did not know that they were coming to me, because of their involvement in organisations and I
confirm that I was a councillor. I am going to stop there.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you, Mr Botha. We are not in a Court of Law now, we are at a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission hearing and all these submissions and statements which we receive, we will investigate, because we have
to submit a report to the President which reflects the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. So, all the
statements which we receive here will be included in the report to be submitted to the President, including this one. We
will allow a few questions from the panel which we would like you to answer if you can. Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: I would like to ask you, Mr Botha, this Mr Sgidla Dumane, in which way was he related to you?

MR BOTHA: He was the driver of my vehicle.

ADV SANDI: Was he driving your vehicle for you because you were unable to drive?

MR BOTHA: No.

ADV SANDI: At the time you were attacked there, was he also attacked?

MR BOTHA: I cannot say whether he was stabbed or attacked or what, because I did not see anything wrong with him,
but I saw him having been hung, he was suspended in the air while they were attacking us at that house, because he had
on a soldier's coat.

ADV SANDI: Was he not, perhaps, your bodyguard?

MR BOTHA: No, I never had a bodyguard.

ADV SANDI: Did he, possibly, have a firearm in his possession?

MR BOTHA: No, Sir, he did not.

ADV SANDI: At the time you fired the first shot, if you were to guess, would you be able to estimate approximately
how many stab wounds you had sustained?

MR BOTHA: That was not the first time I had been stabbed. When you are being stabbed, your whole body becomes
hot and you do not know how many wounds you have sustained. The only time you can establish that is when you are
being treated.

ADV SANDI: In your affidavit, in your sworn affidavit you say that both Port Alfred and Grahamstown are places
where you are welcome in the community and where you worked in the community so this surprised you.

MR BOTHA: I would like to start with the Port Alfred incident. Even though it may not be clear to the community that I
was a freedom fighter, it is true because when the ANC started out here in Grahamstown I was active and when I went
to Port Alfred, when I was transferred to Port Alfred I found that people were being charged for services where there
were no services, there were no roads in Port Alfred. There was only one tap, there were none of these services which



they people wanted, were supposed to pay for. People's cows were being taken from them, their livestock and I tried, by
all means, for them to have a better standard of living. I did not go of my own accord, I had resigned from the church for
good reasons. I was elected by the people.

ADV SANDI: In your statement or at least not in your statement, you said that these people had on masks, that their
faces were covered, but you suspected that they were Comrades. What made you think so?

MR BOTHA: The way in which they handled me.

ADV SANDI: Did that make you realise that they were Comrades?

MR BOTHA: That was not the first time that I was attacked. They would not just attack me for not having done
anything.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Botha.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. I only have two questions. Mr Botha, you said that Mr Kuhlane, the late Mr
Kuhlane, you regarded him as your friend since his wife was also a Gadebe and you people played soccer together and
you knew each other. Since you regarded him as a friend and then heard that he was you had killed, did you ever
attempt to meet with his family and relatives to let them know that that was a mistake?

MR BOTHA: As you heard, the mother said that his father was still alive at that stage. I spoke to his father at Port
Alfred and I met him at Boniswa's place again at a later stage and spoke to him and he realised that I would not have
done that under any other circumstances.

MS MAYA: What I want to know is does his mother know anything about your talks with his father?

MR BOTHA: Mr Chairman, I would not be able to say whether the father told her.

MS MAYA: How do you feel know about the death of this young man?

MR BOTHA: I am remorseful about his death, because as a Minister of religion I had no intention of doing anything in
spite of what people might say. People of Grahamstown would agree with me saying that I am the one that use to work
in the community of Grahamstown and I use to move around freely.

MS MAYA: Mr Botha, thank you very much. Thank you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much Chairperson. I have a question I would like to put to you. Do you recall, since
1983 up until the period which you have mentioned, that there were feelings in the locations that councillors were not
welcome and civic organisations were established where it was felt that councillors should not proceed with their work,
because the community did not accept them, because they were delaying the freedom, the process of freedom?

MR BOTHA: No one came to me and said, stop what you are doing. It was being said in the location, what I cared
about was as part of the liberation struggle, people should come to me and speak to me directly.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to request everyone’s co-operation. The question being put by Reverend Xundu, if I
understand it correctly, is that he wants to know if you had any knowledge of the fact that people did object to the
presence of councillors.

MR BOTHA: Yes, I knew about that.

REV XUNDU: I am trying to establish because here we are talking about conflicts influenced by politics, we are not



talking about ordinary conflict situations. We are talking about a situation where councillors were regarded as traitors as
the people not just here in Grahamstown, but throughout South Africa.

MR BOTHA: I understand that, Sir.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsikelelo, I thank you. We have several questions and much as we would like to put them to you, as
I have indicated, we are going to have to call you back after the victims hearings when we are going to have to make a
finding in trying to find out who killed who. We will not be able to make a finding with regards to a perpetrator without
having had an opportunity to go into this matter in-

depth. There are several issues which we would like to question you about, but because we are in this type of hearing, I
would like to put this question to you and it is up to you whether you would like to answer it or not. Do you regret what
you have done?

MR BOTHA: I have already indicated, Mr Chairperson, that I have absolute remorse for what has happened.

CHAIRPERSON: Would you like to be put into contact with this family so that you can make peace with them? Do you
regard this as terrible, what you have done?

MR BOTHA: Yes, even though it was a mistake, it was something terrible.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. We are going to take a recess now for lunch and we will come back here at
two o' clock.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will now call Buyiswa Margaret Cekisani.

REVD XUNDU: Chairperson, may I swear the witness in please?

BUYISWA MARGARET CEKISANI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: We would like the briefer to please help you with the headphones because you are going to be
facilitated by Mrs June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Ms Cekisani.

MS CEKISANI: Good afternoon.

MS CRICHTON: I am going to take you through the first part of your story and ask you just to confirm that what I am
saying is correct and then I want you to focus on the torture that you experienced at the hands of the police who stopped
your car. So can I ask you first of all were you 26 years of age at the time that this happened?

MS CEKISANI: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And you were working at the time?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, I was working.

MS CRICHTON: Were you affiliated to any political organisation?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, I was, the ANC.

MS CRICHTON: And before you begin to tell us about what happened on that day to you as you returned from your
holiday, would you tell us now whether you knew the people who stopped you, whether they were known to you
personally?

MS CEKISANI: No, I did not know them.

MS CRICHTON: All right, would you then continue and tell us exactly what happened from the moment the car was
stopped?

MS CEKISANI: After the car stopped where we were standing, we encountered the police in two caspers and also a
private car with registration number CCN. We were taken out of the car in which I was and thereafter we were asked for
letters of permission to walk around at night and I said that I did not know that it was necessary for us to have letters to
move around at night because I was from a holiday in Hogsback. We were taken out and the people of the car were



taken away and myself and another boy were assaulted by the police and I said to them I did not know anything about
permission because I had just come back. We were assaulted with batons, we were tramped and they kicked my teeth
out and I was bleeding through my ears and my nose.

MS CRICHTON: Did they use anything from the car, did they actually take anything from the car and put it on your
body?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, a rope was used, ropes were taken or leads were taken and attached to the car batteries and
attached to my ears and electric shocks were executed on me and I was then put in the casper.

MS CRICHTON: When that happened to you, what happened to your ears, what was the result to your ears?

MS CEKISANI: I had difficulty in hearing and at the police station some fluid came out of my ears and my nose was
bleeding as well.

MS CRICHTON: Then you were taken to the prison, to Rooi Hell is that the prison in Port Elizabeth?

MS CEKISANI: We were taken at approximately one o'clock to

the holding cells in Fort Beaufort and at approximately six o'clock, we were taken to the prison in Fort Beaufort where
we spent the weekend, being the Saturday, the Sunday and the Monday. On Tuesday at approximately 7 am. we were
loaded into a van and told we were being taken to the prison in Port Elizabeth.

I refused and the people that were with me, asked me to cooperate. I had to go with them. We were taken to Port
Elizabeth. When we were here in Grahamstown, we were dropped off at the police station and told to go and relieve
ourselves in the toilet and I think we must have left here at about two o'clock in the afternoon and we went to Port
Elizabeth.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Cekisani, I am going to interrupt you here and just ask you now to tell me who was in the car with
you? Who were these others with you?

MS CEKISANI: Mrs Qina, Mrs Williams and several others, even Mrs Ngece. Mrs Ngece who was a teacher. There
were many of them, we were just thrown into the van, into the casper.

MS CRICHTON: And when you got to the other end and in fact before you got to the other end, had you had any
medical treatment at all?

MS CEKISANI: In Port Elizabeth?

MS CRICHTON: Even before that and in Port Elizabeth as well?

MS CEKISANI: A Doctor by the name of Dr Botha came to the prison because I was very ill and I was taken out at
approximately seven o'clock. This Doctor came and examined me.

I was swollen and I had bruise marks all over my body.

The Doctor gave me two Panado's and which I took and then I was put in a cell by myself.

MS CRICHTON: These people, I am just going to go back to the beginning when the car was stopped and the people
who stopped you, you said you didn't know them at all. But later on in your statement you talk about them having been
neighbours, now did you not recognise them at all, the ones that stopped the car?

MS CEKISANI: I did not know them, even the policemen that was there, I knew as someone that was in our area, I did
not know him by name. But when I got home, I described him saying that I knew the policeman who stayed about four
houses from home, that he was present when I was assaulted by the police and that he was present. His name was Sqila.



I mentioned his name, I said that I had seen him.

MS CRICHTON: And now it says here in your statement that in 1995 you went to the Fort Beaufort police station and
made a statement, is that date correct?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, I did go and submit a statement, but no investigation followed.

MS CRICHTON: Can you tell us why you waited so long to make that statement?

MS CEKISANI: We were told after we were injured that we are going to be locked up, that our statements won't be
taken and that is why I did not submit a statement at that time.

MS CRICHTON: What is your health like now Mrs Cekisani?

MS CEKISANI: I am still ill and I am dependent on my mother.

MS CRICHTON: You have come here with expectations from the Commission, what are they?

MS CEKISANI: I was wanting to ask the Truth Commission to assist me with my children.

MS CRICHTON: Just one last point of clarity, you haven't said, but was there no court case at all about this, that this
man Sqila never appeared in court as far as you know?

MS CEKISANI: No, they never went to court.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further you wish to say? Is there anything further you want to say?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, there is.

MS CRICHTON: Please continue.

MS CEKISANI: I would like the policeman who was present when I was assaulted to be informed that I am unable to
work and I am unable to support my children.

And that the Truth Commission see in which way it can assist me.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you and then a last question. You talk about your children, how many are they? Who are you
dependants?

MS CEKISANI: I have two children. One is in standard 6, the other one is in standard 7. The one was born in 1978 and
the other was born in 1983.

MS CRICHTON: And you are receiving a grant for them? Or did you say you are surviving through your mother's
grant?

MS CEKISANI: I do receive a grant of R250-00 per month for them.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Cekisani, we have noted your requests and I am going to hand you back to
the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Cekisani, were you a member of any political organisation at that time?

MS CEKISANI: Yes, I was but I was not there. I was a

member of the ANC but I left the area to go and work.



CHAIRMAN: We are trying to establish what the reason is for these people having tortured you in such a way.

MS CEKISANI: I do not know, because they wanted to know from me if I had a letter of permission allowing me to
walk around at night, because there had been a curfew declared.

CHAIRMAN: And were Qina and Williams some of the people that were also arrested? Were the other people that were
arrested with you, also tortured that badly?

MS CEKISANI: There was just one other girl that was severely tortured. She was also in the car in which I was. Three
of them had worked at a bakery.

CHAIRMAN: This boy.

MS CEKISANI: Sorry, it is not a girl, it is a boy.

CHAIRMAN: He is still in Fort Beaufort?

MS CEKISANI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: We thank you Mrs Cekisani for coming to tell your story. As I have said it sketches the picture of torture
which I do not think we have seen much about recently in this hearing, torture on a female person with the jumper leads
of a car attached to the batteries of a motor vehicle and to the ears of a person.

We have never come across that form of torture. We would be very interested in discovering these means of torture so
that our report to the State President can be as comprehensive and complete as possible.

But this type of torture we find rather surprising, especially being administered to a female person. As we have said we
will follow up on what you have said here today.

We will go to (indistinct) and Sqila and see which

other information we can obtain. Also from Dr Botha and Dr Claasen and see which report we could obtain from them.
We thank you very much for having come.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will call Mr Chris de Klerk to come forward. Mr de Klerk, Chris de Klerk, could I confirm that
you are instructed by Jibilikile Khani to come before us today.

ADV DE KLERK: That is correct Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you want to address us on what you would like to say to us?

ADV DE KLERK: Mr Chairman, my client did make a statement. It was signed and it was given to this Commission,
twofold, to investigate the matter further and to put certain questions to the witness. I would like to read that statement
for the record.

I the undersigned, Jibilikile Khani, do hereby declare I am a pensioner presently residing at 641 Masel Township,
Kenton-on-Sea. The contents contained herein are, except where otherwise stated, to my knowledge and belief, both
true and correct. I was a member since 1996, of the then South African police force, and retired with the rank of
Sergeant during 1992. I have read Annexure EC1223/96ACD and wish to comment thereto as follows. I am of the
opinion that the annexure is incomplete and, therefore, I am unable to reply to same in a detailed manner. David Nazo,
his family and myself are residents in Kenton-on-Sea and we all know each other. I strongly deny that I was part of or
present when David Nazo was allegedly arrested on or about January 1976 and January 1983. I was informed on dates
which I can now not remember that David Nazo was arrested in Alexandria as well as in Kenton-on-Sea. I was never
part of or have never in Kenton-on-Sea or any other place assaulted or tortured David Nazo.

To establish and verify the allegations about the contradiction of TB, I would strongly suggest that the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission investigate these allegations and then to refer same to a TB expert and specialist. I do not, at
this point in time, deem it necessary to comment further to the allegations as mentioned in the annexure and will do so if
necessary at the appropriate time and forum. Signed by the deponent, J Khani. That is all, Mr Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Do you know why he preferred not to come himself to appear before us?

ADV DE KLERK: Mr Chairman, the annexure that was provided was very limited. Various names were mentioned and
it was only given to myself on Friday last, the fourth, yes, the fourth and without a thorough investigation into this
matter, I could not advise him to come before this Commission at that point in time.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there questions? Okay, we have noted the statement by Mr Khani. We will definitely be in
contact with him through your office and we would like to have an opportunity to find out the problems that he has with
the statement as it is and with the submission, that we will make available to him, of the oral testimony that has been
given here today. I, he says that he is totally incomplete. I do not know which parts are missing which he would like to
have from the witness, but we will afford him an opportunity to submit to us those parts which are missing and, as far as
possible, we would want to have his side of the story before we make a finding if we are contemplating finding him as a
perpetrator. Thank you very much.



ADV DE KLERK: I thank you, Mr Chair.

------------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Nelson Sakumzi Duma, please stand.

NELSON SAKUMZI DUMA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, the witness has been duly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Let us commence Mr Duma. Mr Duma you are a resident at Fort Beaufort. The
incident which you are going to speak about is a Fort Beaufort incident, it took place at Fort Beaufort.

Could you very briefly tell us about this incident? In Fort Beaufort in 1985, what was happening? What was the
situation like there at the time, could you just give us an indication?

MR DUMA: At the time, there were many incidents of necklace murders. Chairperson, at the time necklace murders
were rife and I was shot while my cousin who was being harassed by police and his girlfriend was pregnant and I was
staying with his girlfriend who was pregnant, who was due to deliver at any time.

ADV SANDI: Who were shooting at the people and why?

MR DUMA: They were being shot at by the Municipal police.

ADV SANDI: What were the Magolotte?

MR DUMA: There were people who were arguing about Council positions, positions for Councillorship.

ADV SANDI: And on whose side were they?

MR DUMA: They were on the Mayor's side, Mr Nohashe who was the Mayor at Fort Beaufort.

ADV SANDI: Were they cooperating with the police?

MR DUMA: Yes, they were cooperating with the police.

ADV SANDI: Let us come to this day that you were talking about, you say you came out of the house?

MR DUMA: Yes, it was dusk. And at the time ...

ADV SANDI: Could you please slow down and speak a bit more audibly? Is there anyone you heard talking before you
were shot?



MR DUMA: Yes. Somebody said shoot Boyce. There was stoning incidents there at the time as well.

ADV SANDI: Could you please slow down Mr Duma. Can you hear the way I am speaking, please speak at this pace.

The person who was saying attack Boyce, who was that?

MR DUMA: That was where the Mgungwani's were armed. Boyce is a policeman, but he was a councillor at the time
and he was told to attack me.

ADV SANDI: Did he strike you?

MR DUMA: Yes, he struck me under my right arm pit.

ADV SANDI: Did he say why he was shooting at you?

MR DUMA: There was stone throwing and incidents of toyi-toying at the time.

ADV SANDI: Did you know Boyce prior to the shooting?

MR DUMA: Yes, I knew him.

ADV SANDI: Did you people ever have an argument?

MR DUMA: No, but we never had an argument between the two of us.

ADV SANDI: What was the position between the organisation which you supported and the one which Boyce
supported?

MR DUMA: I was a member of the ANC and he was on the side of APLA and on the side of the Mgungwani, who were
the Municipal police. The Mgungwani, seemed to support APLA. They are now the SAPS.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to hospital after you were shot?

MR DUMA: Yes, the investigators gave me a letter which I was to take to the surgery of Dr Klaassen who treated me
and said that there was nothing much wrong with me but ...

ADV SANDI; Do you still have a bullet in your body?

MR DUMA: Yes, I still do.

ADV SANDI: How many of them are there?

MR DUMA: It is only one.

ADV SANDI: Are you still receiving any treatment for the pellets that are in your body?

MR DUMA: No.

ADV SANDI: Is that all that you would like to say sir?

MR DUMA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Is there any wish you would like to express or request you would like to make?

MR DUMA: I am here to tell the people what the situation was like at the time. I am just here to tell people what things
were like at the time, although in Fort Beaufort I am regarded as a crazy person. I am currently still under treatment



from the mental institution at Fort Beaufort.

Yes, I still went to the hospital for treatment last Friday.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Duma.

MR DUMA: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. You say that you, Mr Duma, you say that you know Boyce from when
you were

children together. Did you ever talk about joining up with the police? Did you discuss it ever and did he ever give you a
reason as to why he did that?

MR DUMA: No, he never gave me any reason for doing that. He was part of the older group, he was amongst the older
boys, he was not my peer. He never gave me any reasons.

MS CRICHTON: And the second question is who is the person Nomonde Motinise, the witness?

MR DUMA: Nomonde Motinise was my brother's girlfriend, who was sentenced to 21 years. I think she is teaching at
Transkei now.

MS CRICHTON: But she was a witness to the incident?

MR DUMA: Yes, it happened before her because I was staying with her at the time, she was due to deliver any time.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mr Duma.

CHAIRMAN: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: The lady you refer to, Nomonde, you say that you were staying with her, taking care of her?

MR DUMA: Yes, because my brother was being harassed, the police were looking for him so he couldn't stay at home,
and I had to stay with her, because she was pregnant and due to deliver at any time. And when I was shot, I was on my
way to the toilet. She stayed close to where the people used to be set alight and the people were against them, and I was
staying with her to ensure that she was not attacked.

ADV SANDI: When did you drop out of school?

MR DUMA: I dropped out of school in 1984, in standard nine.

CHAIRMAN: Sakumzi, thank you. You gave your testimony very fast, at least we heard what you had to say.

We have taken note of what you have said here and perhaps our investigators will get in touch with you again

and see if they can get a statement from Mr Motinise. For the moment, we thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Finally, we would like to call Lendiso Richard Ndumo Galela.

REV XUNDU: Chairperson, I would like to swear the witness in. Could you please rise Mr Galela.

LENDISO RICHARD NDUMO GALELA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. The Chairperson has asked me to request you to come closer to the microphone. Could you,
could I please request you to be as brief as possible. We are not going to go into much detail, because it is quite clear
from your statement what happened to you, but there is a part here that I think we, is not necessary to mention right now
and that is about the behaviour of the police, because it does not exactly fit into the political context of what we are
dealing with at this point. You are one of the people who were in the PAC at the time of this hearing. Could you please
just be very brief. Could you please, very briefly, just tell us what the situation was under which you lived at the time?

MR GALELA: I have a fear, because it seems as though I have too little time to tell my story which is very long and it
is a painful story which affects anyone who was oppressed. You have given me a very short time.

REV XUNDU: I agree, Sir. If we look at what is in this paper. Let us agree that we will adhere to what is being said in
the statement without going into too much detail.

MR GALELA: When you say that I should not deal with my detention, it disturbs me because that was where I was
treated the worst. It is no secret for people to know what happened to us at Robben Island.

REV XUNDU: You are telling another person's story. We would just like to know what happened to you.

MR GALELA: That person is me and I am that person.

REV XUNDU: Please proceed with your story, Sir.

MR GALELA: I was arrested in Cape Town on the 28th of November 1960 and was released on bail on the 13th of
December 1960. Upon our release we were, one of our bail conditions was that we report to the police station at all
times at seven in the morning every day and in doing so the police found that they could humiliate me and humiliate my
humanity. Even though I am not a psychologist there are certain things that happened in this meeting which cannot
happen here.

REV XUNDU: Why were you arrested?

MR GALELA: We were arrested on two charges. The first one was for furthering the aims of an unlawful organisation.
The second one was for public violence. The first one, for which I was arrested on the 28th of November 1960, was for
furthering the aims of an unlawful organisation. I was released on bail and the trial was conducted, but all along the



police used members of the PAC. They said that I, by getting me to report to the police station every day, the police
created the impression in the community that I was a police informer. We did not live in one place so we would get to
the police station at different times to report and the police tried to humiliate you by betraying you as an informer in the
community. The organisation was banned at the time and the police tried to portray me as an informer of the PAC.

REV XUNDU: Did you people have cells where you met underground.

MR GALELA: Yes and we discussed it there and I even wanted to leave the country, but they said that I should not. On
the 18th of August 1961 I was found guilty and then the whites on the outside, then an appeal was lodged. I was
sentenced to prison while my appeal was being lodged. I was then placed in solitary confinement up until I was taken to
court upon a second charge of public violence.

REV XUNDU: So you are saying what we have to investigate is who was in charge in that year so that we can ask him,
the police or where?

MR GALELA: The person who slandered me was Roux and another black policeman known as Nyedakokela.

REV XUNDU: You may proceed.

MR GALELA: I was convicted on the fourth of November 1961 on the second charge of public violence and on the
fifth of November I went to Robben Island. When I got to Robben Island I stood in front of the chief's office from nine
in the morning, at two pm when they came back from lunch. I was then taken into a segregation cell. I slept in the
segregation cell and then I was taken, put in solitary confinement.

REV XUNDU: How many of you were there?

MR GALELA: I was by myself. I was in isolation. In isolation we would be taken out at nine in the morning, but where
another PAC member was brought in, where a member by the name of Makwetu was brought in, we were taken to
segregation cell and with what was happening between the long, the prisoners serving longer sentences than us others,
we were then sent to the quarantines with these guards who waited for us at the door. As time went by you found that all
these prisoners suffered from runny tummies. Everyone had diarrhoea. At that stage if, it seemed as if someone fell out
of the queue to go and relieve themselves they would assault the person with their rifle butts and say carry on walking.
Coming back to your question, there was a doctor available, Drs van Zyl and someone by the name of Tiza and they did
what you asked me not to mention here. That was the first time we had encountered that and it disturbed us, because
other members of the ANC came, Masondo was a lecturer at Fort Hare and Rex Mbonwane and Mdinghy and two
others from Port Elizabeth, George Nsikankantla. We were all together in the segregation cell, but what happened was
while we were all there together we as political prisoners would be released with the convicts.

On the 22nd of October 1963 we were released. My appeal was successful, but and I was supposed to have been
released in April 1962, but I was only released in October 1963. I then decided to go to Lesotho and go and give a report
where our organisation was legal. I then went to Lesotho where I submitted my report and it was realised there and then
that it was dangerous, that it would surface at the United Nations in 1963, if I am not mistaken. I was then sent abroad to
Congo, which is Zaire today, and then I went to Egypt.

REV XUNDU: Did you go and submit your report at the United Nations?

MR GALELA: It was sent by the organisation from Lesotho to the United Nations.

REV XUNDU: How were your human rights violated abroad, these places you have mentioned, Congo and so forth?

MR GALELA: What I would like to say is that I did not live peacefully because what the police did then was that they
had a, they conducted an operation known as Hot Pursuit and even then they said that there were many ways to skin a
cat. This is what the Boers said. Thereafter they killed the people who were assisting us in everything. The first person
who saw within our organisation was Shake Roman, realised that there were people who were co-operating with the
police and he said that there are some of us who are working with the police. What the police did was to buy over those



people and they killed Shake.

REV XUNDU: Was your name one of these names of the people, mentioned as one of the people who sold him out?

MR GALELA: No, it did not.

REV XUNDU: What human rights violations did you encounter while you were abroad? Which gross human rights
violations did you experience while you were abroad?

MR GALELA: I was assaulted and stabbed by Fezile Ntlalhi.

REV XUNDU: Who is Fezile Ntlalhi? Is he in the organisation? Which organisation?

MR GALELA: He stabbed me with a knife on the 25th of December.

REV XUNDU: What was the problem?

MR GALELA: Firstly, he said that I had to leave Robben Island because I was a traitor. Secondly, I was made a
homosexual at Robben Island. Thirdly, I was asking his wife for cigarettes.

REV XUNDU: Was this discussed in your organisation?

MR GALELA: On the outside in all three countries, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Lesotho, assisted. The reference to asking
his wife for cigarettes was where it was said I need a cigarette and that refers to homosexual intercourse in prison. The
police would then say to us you should not do your things that you use to do out in Botswana here.

REV XUNDU: These violations which you referred to as being within your organisation, is this Ntlathi still alive?

MR GALELA: He was still alive when last I heard about him. He was in Botswana. The last I heard he was still alive.

REV XUNDU: Was he still outside the country?

MR GALELA: No, they had come back.

REV XUNDU: Would you like Ntlathi to come to you and ask you for forgiveness?

MR GALELA: You are cutting me short.

REV XUNDU: I am trying to keep your story as brief as possible, because of time constraints. I am not trying to
undermine your suffering, but we would like to be very clear on what the objective is. We are a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission so we would like to know where you were, your human rights were violated. You
mentioned that Ntlathi also treated you badly. What would you like the Commission to do about that?

MR GALELA: It was not the same as other people. With other people they told their stories, completed what they
wanted to say and then you would put questions to them. With what you are saying, you said that time is running out.
What I am going to say is that a person is not valued. There is no amount of money that can pay for a person's dignity.
That is a fact. I am the equivalent of a corpse, I do not have any dignity left, I have been stripped of my dignity and that
is what I wanted to say and I would just like to say that even though my physical appearance seems like that of a man I
have been stripped of my manhood and a specialist told me that it would give, it would take three months for me to be
treated and if nothing happens, I should know that I would be condemned sexually. So, I am just here to say that there
are so many things that I suffered and there is even something else I would like to say here. When people were eating in
the other room I was not called to come and get something to eat. I do not know what the reason is for that. That is why
I say I have been stripped of my human dignity. I was not called in, but that does not surprise me. What I am saying is
that I do not see what the Commission can do for me, because so many of them were unsuccessful.

REV XUNDU: So you say that with the things you could be assisted was that you came back to Grahamstown and



found that you did not have a house anymore.

MR GALELA: You did not want me to tell you about that, but now you are taking me back to that. I do not have a
home, yet we were promised homes upon our return. I got back only to find that the people who lived in my house were
all deceased and even my parental home was no longer there and I do not have a place to stay and if, perhaps, I or the
matter for which I was charged for high treason is, was finalised, I do not know about that. The fact that I cannot use my
private parts anymore is like a chronic disease.

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much, Sir. I would like to hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Galela, it is not very clear to me whether the loss of your manhood occurred at which stage.

MR GALELA: The loss of my manhood occurred when I was taken to Harare Central Hospital and the doctor said that I
had, there was something wrong with my prostate gland. It had already been treated, but I was going back for follow-up
treatment and that is where they killed me instead of healing me, because they conducted that small operation on my
prostrate gland and when I got home I was bleeding profusely and when I got home I urinated blood all night. The
following day my penis was ice cold, it was just limp and it is still the same today. It is still the same today.

CHAIRPERSON: I do not want to go into detail, but what we are looking into here, as a Commission, is looking at
gross human rights violations in a political context. Were you violated at the hospital or who do you blame.

MR GALELA: I blame Drs Sigoni, the specialist. He has a local name. Hence, I am saying that he is a South African
person and also Mkolisi from Umtata. They are the persons who were treating me.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they do this because they were furthering political motives or because they had a personal grudge
against you?

MR GALELA: I do not know. All I know is that after they had treated me my manhood was never the same. However,
in Botswana after I had undergone a major operation, Magwas who was a specialist, said to me that there was nothing
left, there was nothing wrong with my manhood, that I was still fine, but in Zimbabwe the damage was done. Firstly, my
hospital files disappeared and secondly, my medical certificates were stolen where I was staying.

CHAIRPERSON: And you say that the damage of your property back home, you say that your house was taken back
home, your house was taken away from you? Who do you think is to blame for taking your house away, back here?

MR GALELA: I got back here on the ninth of September 1991 and I lived at 684 Joza, which was my wife's house, her
maiden name was Mapufo. When I got back she had children from another man and after her mother had spoken to me I
accepted those children and after I had forgiven her and taken her back she would still bring in another man in spite of
me being there. I then went to speak to the priest and he said what I could do, all I could say to my wife was that she
should respect me and that that man should respect me, that my wife should go to him and it appeared as if my wife
intended for me to assault either her or her lover so that I could be arrested, but I did not do that, but what she did
instead was to divorce me in 1993.

At FAMSA, FAMSA then said that I should not leave my house, because it was my house. That did not happen. What
then happened was that her man would come into the house and they would leave. What I then did was to go to FAMSA
and, Anna was there, said that I cannot force my wife to divorce me, that she would divorce me when she was ready to.
All she could do was to go to her lover and I saw it as a sign of disrespect, because she was white and I was black.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Sir. I think that you are right in saying that your story is fairly long. If we
could count or to have a look at the time which we granted you it is longer than any of the other witnesses times, but
there are certain issues which we will be unable to cover. We promise you, however, that what we probably could do is
to set a day aside where we can invite you to, perhaps, our office and sit down and set a day aside for this story which
you are telling, because it is quite clear that we should vacate this hall by six o' clock. They need the hall for something
else. We apologise for the fact that you did not receive anything to eat. We apologise for that, it was probably a mistake
or an oversight. We would like to officially close off our days proceedings now. We would like to show respect to this



witness. We would like to ask you to excuse yourself while they are still seated, Sir. Thank you very much. We will be
back here tomorrow at nine o' clock.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Albertina Gobizembe, please stand up.

ALBERTINA NOMBOYSELA GOBIZEMBE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

PRETTY MKALIPI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Let us start with Albertina Nomboysela Gobizembe. Are you from Port Alfred?

MS GOBIZEMBE: I am from Bathurst.

ADV SANDI: You are going to tell us this incident. Where did it happen?

MS GOBIZEMBE: It happened in Port Alfred.

ADV SANDI: But you are from Bathurst?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: When did this incident happen?

MS GOBIZEMBE: It was in 1985, if I am not mistaken, it was in June.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you have also stated that it was in June 1985. You said that at the time of this incident
you were a member of a certain organisation.

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What was the name of the organisation?

MS GOBIZEMBE: It was AZAPO.



ADV SANDI: You said that you were attacked?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, I was attacked.

ADV SANDI: Please explain to us how were you attacked, what happened on that day?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, I can explain. Certain Comrades came to Bathurst. At that time there was no organisation in
that area. These Comrades formed AZAPO in our area, people joined AZAPO in Bathurst. If I am not mistaken it was
on a Sunday. Certain Comrades were arrested, but they were not from Bathurst, these Comrades they were the ones who
came to launch this organisation. They were taken to Port Alfred. There were three ladies, three of us, this disturbed us.
It was myself and Pretty together with Titan Matiyasi, but she is not here. We visited these Comrades, we had food, we
brought them food. If I am not mistaken, when we arrived there they were released, they were in the township. We
wanted to go to the township to visit them there so that we can find out what happened.

We went to the township on Sunday, where we arrived there and they explained to us what happened to them when they
were arrested. It was late at that time and there was no transport for us to go back. There were no taxis at that time. We
stayed there, we discussed together with the Comrades. While we were still discussing there we got a message that there
was a meeting in the hall. The community from the township were invited to that meeting. We also decided to join this
meeting. We went to attend the meeting. It was opened with a prayer. The, we were told about the agenda.

ADV SANDI: Are you talking about the meeting in which you were attacked in?

MS GOBIZEMBE: No. We knew that we were going to be attacked. We heard from that meeting. One person told us to
leave that meeting, because we were going to be attacked. We left the meeting. We went to one house. This, the owner
was a member of our organisation. We went in one room in this house. We were about 20, we were not more than 20.

ADV SANDI: All of you, were you members of AZAPO?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, we were all members of AZAPO. We stayed in that room. We were discussing our issues. At
night we heard that there were people outside the house, some of them were on the roof. They were, some were kicking
the doors. We asked them what was wrong, we asked for forgiveness, because we did not know what we have done.
They assaulted us, they beat us, we tried to go through the windows. When I was trying to get out of the window
something struck me in the head, I fell down. I do not know whether they thought that I was dead, but they just left me. I
could not walk because I was injured in my leg. I crawled and I managed to go to one house and I walked with one leg
to the door of this house. There was, it was dark at that time, there were no lights in Port Alfred. I went inside this
house. When I got in I heard someone crying, it was Pretty.

ADV SANDI: Take your time Ms Gobizembe. I will wait for you.

MS GOBIZEMBE: I went to another room. There was a man sleeping in that room. He asked me what was going on. I
could not answer him because I was feeling pain in my back, I could not even breathe. I hid under the bed. One lady
came, she told me to hide under the bed. She told me to hide under the bed. After a while she came back and she took
me out. She took some, she took something and she wiped my face and she also bandaged my leg. While I was still
sitting there we heard that there were many people coming towards this house. Again this lady took me under the bed.
They came and they knocked in the door. They asked whether there was someone in the house. This lady said there was
no one. They then said if there is someone in this house, you are going to be burnt. I just talked to myself, I was praying
that the lady would not tell them.

They searched the whole house, they looked under the bed, but they did not see me, although they had torches with
them. This lady came and she took me out of the bed again. There was a knock. It was a girl who was a member of our
organisation, together with the third one. They gave me a stick and I thanked the lady for saving my life. I told her that I
was going back home, because if they found me there, they will burn this house. ADV SANDI: Did they take you to
hospital?

MS GOBIZEMBE: No, they did not take me to hospital. We tried to go back home. When we were about a corner, we



saw that there were flames. We did not know what to do at that time. We did not realise that we were walking through
the site where we were going to reach these flames, but we found out that our two Comrades were being burnt down.

ADV SANDI: Who were these Comrades?

MS GOBIZEMBE: It was Kolani Anton from Grahamstown and Thembisele, he is also from Grahamstown, but I have
forgotten his surname.

ADV SANDI: Is it Thembisele Mata?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes. We passed this fire, we went back home. When I was near the Malandela farm we decided to
sleep there.

ADV SANDI: Who was with you?

MS GOBIZEMBE: It was myself, Pumla from Port Alfred and Titi from Bathurst.

ADV SANDI: Where was Pretty at this time?

MS GOBIZEMBE: I last saw Pretty when she was taken out of the wardrobe.

ADV SANDI: She was not with you at this time?

MS GOBIZEMBE: No, I did not know where she was at this time. We woke up in that place in the morning. The man
of the, the owner of the house said that he was going to go to the farmer and lie and say that I was sister. When we were
going back home we met an ambulance that and it took us to the hospital.

ADV SANDI: Who were these people who assaulted you?

MS GOBIZEMBE: We did not know who they were, because it was dark when they came in, the lights went off. We
could not see who they were.

ADV SANDI: Were there rumours, did you hear any rumours about this?

MS GOBIZEMBE: No, I did not know who these people were, but I can just say that they are people from Port Alfred,
because they belonged to UDF, they did not like AZAPO.

ADV SANDI: Did you get treatment from the hospital after you were injured?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, we were taken to the hospital and we were operated.

ADV SANDI: In which hospital?

MS GOBIZEMBE: In Settlers Hospital.

ADV SANDI: When did, for how long did you stay?

MS GOBIZEMBE: We were just operated and then given pills, we then went back home.

ADV SANDI: Did you get any other treatment after that?

MS GOBIZEMBE: There was a need for a treatment, because our wounds were not cleaned, we were just operated. I
could not walk properly. I just consulted a traditional healer to help me.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests or expectations to the Commission?



MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us briefly?

MS GOBIZEMBE: My request to the Commission is that I am not feeling well in my health, because I was injured in
that incident, especially in my leg and in my body. I am not feeling well, I cannot do everything for myself.

ADV SANDI: Do you go to hospital or do you go to a doctor?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, I do go to a clinic sometimes. When I feel pain I go to a clinic. They will give me rubbing stuff
and some pills, but I can feel that my body is not well.

ADV SANDI: Is there anything else you want to say?

MS GOBIZEMBE: I have another request to the Commission. I made this request before that I would be very glad if we
can get a tombstone for our late Comrades so that if we remember them we can go to their graves.

ADV SANDI: When you are referring to your late Comrades, are you referring to the two you have mentioned or are
there any other Comrades who died this way?

MS GOBIZEMBE: No, there are no other Comrades, I am referring to the two I have mentioned.

ADV SANDI: Then we are going to hand over to Pretty. Is that all you wanted to say?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much. Let us now go to Pretty Mkalipi. Are you Pretty Mkalipi?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, I am Pretty Mkalipi.

ADV SANDI: You have heard when Ms Gobizembe explained what happened this day. Were you present when this
was happening?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, I was there.

ADV SANDI: Without repeating what she has already said, do you have anything else to add?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, I do have something to add according to my injuries. She left me, I was taken by these Comrades.
They said that they were going to burn me. Four people came and saved me, four young men came. They said that I was
too young to be burnt. They pleaded for me and they said that I was a young girl. These people from Port Alfred, they
did not want to listen, they wanted to burn me.

ADV SANDI: The people who wanted to burn you, did they say they were Comrades?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, they were Comrades belonging to UDF.

ADV SANDI: Did you know them?

MS MKALIPI: No, I did not know them. I did not notice them, because it was dark.

ADV SANDI: Did they take you to the place where they wanted to burn you?

MS MKALIPI: No, they did not take me, because the four men pleaded for my life. As a result, the others gave up.

ADV SANDI: Why did they want to burn you?



MS MKALIPI: The said that why am I a member of this organisation.

ADV SANDI: Did they tell you in which organisation they belonged to?

MS MKALIPI: No, but it was clear in which organisation they belonged to.

ADV SANDI: Let us now talk about the injuries you sustained when you were attacked.

MS MKALIPI: I was axed in the head five times. I also have wounds in my leg. They also beat me with sjamboks in my
body. I have five wounds in my head and in my leg and they beat me all over the body with sticks and sjamboks. They
were beating me while I was lying down.

ADV SANDI: Were you taken to the hospital or to a doctor?

MS MKALIPI: I was taken to Settlers Hospital here in Grahamstown. We were just operated, they were told that the,
people told us there that they did not have time for us, there were many people to be attended to.

ADV SANDI: Was it yourself and Ms Gobizembe at the time?

MS MKALIPI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you receive treatment now because of the injuries you sustained?

MS MKALIPI: I use to go to the clinic to be bandaged and I also consulted a traditional healer, because my eyes were
swollen.

ADV SANDI: Is there a need for you to get treatment today?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, I would like to be checked properly in my head, because I get dizzy sometimes and sometimes I
just get moody, I do not want to be with people.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests to the Commission today?

MS MKALIPI: My request is that I would like the people who did this to us to come forward to the Commission.

ADV SANDI: If they can come forward to the Commission and apologise to you for what they did to you, what would
you say to them?

MS MKALIPI: I would forgive them if they can come forward. I will be satisfied, because I do not know who did this to
me. If I knew the people who did these things to me, I would be satisfied.

ADV SANDI: Your request is that you want to know who they are?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Do you have anything else? What are you doing now, are you working or are you a student?

MS MKALIPI: No, I am not a student, I am not working. I stopped school after I got injured.

ADV SANDI: When did you stop school?

MS MKALIPI: It was in, I was in standard seven. I went back to school when I was better, but I stopped, because when
I am at school I get frequent headaches, I do not concentrate to what the teachers are saying at school.

ADV SANDI: At the time you were attacked, how old were you?



MS MKALIPI: I was 15 years old.

ADV SANDI: Were you a member of this organisation?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, but we had no membership card at the time.

ADV SANDI: You just joined the organisation?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, because the organisation was just formed in Bathurst.

ADV SANDI: Who was the Chairperson of this organisation?

MS MKALIPI: It was Speedo Kali together with Wanga Ntantiso. The person who was coming from Grahamstown to
Bathurst was Tima.

ADV SANDI: Who was the National President of this organisation?

MS MKALIPI: It was Tima from Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: I mean nationally.

MS MKALIPI: I do not remember who was the President.

ADV SANDI: Did you know any national leaders of AZAPO at the time?

MS MKALIPI: I only knew the local leaders, I did not know the national leaders.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say?

MS MKALIPI: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: I have a question for you Pretty Mkalipi. You mean that you do not have chances to go back to school
because of your health?

MS MKALIPI: I am not saying there are no chances, but for now I do not feel like going back to school, but I would
like to further my education.

REV XUNDU: Would you like to be helped to go to doctors so that you can feel well?

MS MKALIPI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Do you still have parents?

MS MKALIPI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Are they working?

MS MKALIPI: My mother is not working, my father is employed.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I just wanted to make sure about this matter.

CHAIRPERSON: In this conflict between UDF and AZAPO were there victims on both sides or victims were just on
the AZAPO side? Were there any UDF members who died during that time?



MS MKALIPI: No, it was just this one side.

CHAIRPERSON: Because you wanted a place where the victims can be remembered, I want, I just want to know
whether the victims were supposed to be separated or are supposed to be put together.

MS MKALIPI: I request the victims to be placed together.

CHAIRPERSON: How old were you at the time of the incident?

MS MKALIPI: I was very young, I was about to reach 15 years old.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Let us ask Ms Gobizembe. For how long, at this time, did you join this
organisation?

MS GOBIZEMBE: This organisation was just formed, it was from January to June.

ADV SANDI: Did you join in Bathurst?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, I joined this organisation in Bathurst.

ADV SANDI: Who was the Chairperson of this organisation in the Eastern Cape?

MS GOBIZEMBE: I have forgotten his name.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear about any other leaders, national leaders, of this organisation?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes, but I do not remember whether they were in Johannesburg, but one of them was Makina. I just
heard about him at that time. There is another one who use to visit us from Johannesburg, but I do not remember his
name.

ADV SANDI: Was he known as the leader of this organisation?

MS GOBIZEMBE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: If you can tell us, very briefly, at the time when this organisation was launched, what was the policy of
this organisation?

MS GOBIZEMBE: We were told that the purpose of forming this organisation was to fight for black people to be
liberated, because the Government was oppressing us. The organisation was said to like peace, because we did not know
anything, there was no organisation in Bathurst, we joined this organisation.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ms Gobizembe. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank both of you. We remember this time, the conflict between AZAPO and UDF. There are
many statements we received concerning this era. There are conflicting ideas in these different statements, but what we
are looking at is that you are victims, you are women and you were harassed. This is what is important to us more than a
conflict that was between UDF and AZAPO or whether, who was working with who in working, in collaborating with
the police. We are not concentrating on that now. We noted your request that the people who did this to you are amongst
your community, you would like them to come forward so that they can apologise to you. If it is possible we would like
peace to prevail amongst you.

We would like the police at the door, if it is possible, if they can see that a person is not, a person is drunk, he is not
supposed to come in, but if he managed to come inside, the police should be at the door all the time so that such an



event will never happen again.

Thank you very much. You may go back to your seats.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mrs Grace Gqamfane.

NOVINTWEMBI GRACE GQAMFANE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We will request the briefer to put on headphones because you will be led, asked questions by June
Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Good morning Mrs Gqamfane, can you hear me well?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: I will be asking you questions and if in the course of talking to me you see my light go on you will
know it means that I want to ask you a question, is that clear?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Gqamfane you are here to tell us about your son, a student and a leader. You are one of our first
witnesses from Alicedale and your son, as I understand it, was a 23 year old young man when he died, is that right?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: A member of AYCO.

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And a leader in that organisation.

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: There are two incidents that are mentioned in your statement. The first meeting that you tell us about
was on the 24th of April.

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Are you a mother who was aware of what your son was doing in AYCO?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes I was aware of a few things.



MS CRICHTON: So you must have been concerned about him?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes I was concerned.

MS CRICHTON: What was the actual situation at that time in Alicedale in the schools? There was a boycott on the go,
tension was very high, is that correct?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes that is correct, not at school.

MS CRICHTON: What happened on the 24th of April, the first time that there was - I think if I read your statement it
says that they came out from a political function and things were disrupted. Now on that occasion, that first time, the
24th that you mentioned, who disrupted that meeting, who disrupted it?

MS GQAMFANE: It was the police.

MS CRICHTON: Was it the Municipal police?

MS GQAMFANE: No it was the police from town, from the police office.

MS CRICHTON: And then would you tell us what happened on the 26th of March as you understand it?

MS GQAMFANE: It was a toyi-toyi in the township, all the children were toyi-toyiing. All the activists were toyi-
toyiing. The police came as they were toyi-toyiing. They were all over the township singing, toyi-toyiing. The police
came, they chased them away. Children ran away. They ran to the forests. When the police left they would come back
and toyi-toyi again. And the police would come again and they would run away.

On the third day I didn't see my son for three days.

I couldn't find him. On the third day he came back, he did not come back home. At the time I was working in town.
During the day I was at work. When I came back from work I would ask whether he had come back and ....(tape ends)
During the day one of the women I worked with in town came to my work. She asked my boss saying that she wanted
us to go home because the situation was tense in the township. This woman talked to my boss. It was about one during
the day. We went home. This woman didn't say anything to me on our way home. When we arrived home she told me
that she heard that my son was shot by a policeman by the name of Kulatyi in the other street.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you mention that in fact he had tried to seek some kind of safety in somebody's
house. MS GQAMFANE: Yes that is correct he tried to hide in a house. He went in that house and the mother in that
house is in a wheelchair, my son went in this house and the police shot him. He ran away to hide himself in this house.
They shot him in this house. If I am not mistaken they fired three shots and he passed away.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Gqamfane this lady, the owner of the house, who was that in the wheelchair?

MS GQAMFANE: She was Mrs Bhelekani.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Bhelekani, thank you. It must have been a terrible experience for her to have that happen in front
of her, and for you to hear it in that way.

MS CRICHTON: After he had been shot I believe you were harassed quite a lot. Could you tell us about the harassment
that you had then after the death and also at the funeral.

MS GQAMFANE: I was harassed by the police. They wanted

me to bury him the same week. The comrades and the activists were in my house. I was called together with my
husband. The police came, they told us we must bury him immediately. We told them we are not going to do that
because we have to tell our family members, we have to inform them about this. They wanted him to be buried
immediately but we refused.



MS CRICHTON: Why do you think it is that the police always wanted funerals to take place so quickly?

MS GQAMFANE: We did not know why they were doing this. The detectives also came. The police were all over the
township, they were dispersing teargas. I don't know the reason why my son got shot because the police did not come to
me to report about the incident. They didn't tell me what he had done.

MS CRICHTON: Were you present at the court case?

MS GQAMFANE: No I wasn't present, my husband was present.

MS CRICHTON: And did you receive a death certificate?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Was the name of the person who shot your son on the death certificate?

MS GQAMFANE: I am not sure whether his name is there, but I do have a copy of a death certificate with me.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Gqamfane what are your expectations from the Commission, what do you hope that they will do
for you?

MS GQAMFANE: My request concerning that - I am not satisfied about this because they killed my son for no reason. I
cannot forgive them. I don't know even today the reason for this. I don't even know why they were harassing us, telling
us to bury him immediately because the detectives also came, they demanded him to be buried

immediately.

MS CRICHTON: Alright. You asked in your statement that you required compensation because your son had a
dependent, a child, is that correct?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: How old is that child now?

MS GQAMFANE: I think the child is eight years old.

MS CRICHTON: Is he at school?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Gqamfane, I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. In your statement you mentioned that there was a court case or an inquest, can
you please tell us briefly what happened in that inquest?

MS GQAMFANE: Which one, the one in court?

MS MAYA: The court case concerning your son's death.

MS GQAMFANE: Are you asking whether there was a court case?

MS MAYA: Yes. The charge which was laid to the person who killed your son or was there any investigation done?



MS GQAMFANE: No.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any lawyers?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes, we hired a lawyer.

MS MAYA: What happened to the case?

MS GQAMFANE: I don't know what happened to the case. My husband, together with Mrs Bhelekani, and her husband
were attending the court case.

MS MAYA: Do we have the name of the attorney?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What was his name?

 

MS GQAMFANE: It was Mr Sandi.

MS MAYA: Thank you. We can find all the details from the attorney.

MS GQAMFANE: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Gqamfane you said that Kulatyi Nzanze, the policeman who shot your
son he fired many shots before he killed him?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MR SANDI: This means that he was prepared, he wanted to kill him?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you see Kulatyi in the community?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes, but he is working in Port Elizabeth. He comes here during the weekends.

MR SANDI: Did you talk to him, speak to him after this incident?

MS GQAMFANE: No.

MR SANDI: Do you meet each other?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes, we do but we don't talk to each other.

MR SANDI: I would like to ask you a difficult question. As you are looking to Kulatyi do you see any repentance in
him?

MS GQAMFANE: No I don't think so because even if he meets me he doesn't greet me in the street.

MR SANDI: Before the incident did you know Kulatyi in the community?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes.



MR SANDI: Briefly what was Kulatyi's reputation in the community?

MS GQAMFANE: I don't know because he was just in the community. He wouldn't come to my house and he was no
friend of my child.

MR SANDI: Is he still a policeman?

MS GQAMFANE: Yes he's still a policeman.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Gqamfane. We thank you for coming here and testifying, telling us about your son. It
is clear that he was taking part in the community activities in Alicedale. We noted that the person who killed him is in
Port Elizabeth. We would like to consult him to give us reasons why he killed your son. We also noted your request to
the Commission.

I can say that I am very touched because you requested money in order to support the child, your son's child. Many
people think that they are coming here in front of the Commission people expect to be compensated, but the amount of
money, which is R10 000 that you have put in your statement, as I am thinking that this R10 000 is not enough because
it will not support your son's child. You have requested this amount and this shows that you just want your son's child to
be educated. We will forward your request to the President of this country.

We also noted that you asked the Commission to build a hospital to help people in Alicedale. This shows that you are a
parent who does not think about herself only but who thinks about other people. We thank you for setting this example.

We would like you to take your seat and we will take a 30 minute break and we will come back again.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS
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REV XUNDU: I would like to swear you in, Sir. Tobile Cecil Gqolodashe, please stand.

TOBILE CECIL GQOLODASHE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: The witness has been duly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to welcome you, Mr Gqolodashe, and thank you for having had the patience to wait
here all day. We are going to ask Mr Sandi to lead your testimony by way of a few questions. Sorry, I have made a
mistake. Tobile Cecil Gqolodashe, I am advised should be combined with Nomalady Tyuku, Nomelumzi Tyuku and
Nontobeko Joyce Pikoli. We would like them to come forward as well.

REV XUNDU: I would like to begin with you, Nomalady.

NOMALADY NOMELUMZI TYUKU: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much and now Nontobeko Joyce Pikoli.

NONTOBEKO JOYCE PIKOLI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. Chairperson, they have been duly sworn.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to welcome you as well and we are going to ask Ms Maya to put questions to the three
of you on behalf of this Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Gqolodashe, we are going to start with you. In the statement before us we have
a date mentioned here, the sixth of November 1984, but before I start leading your testimony, I would like to say that we
have read a lot about you in the statements of the people of Port Alfred and how you assisted the community at a time
where there was a politically explosive situation. Would you please tell us that, what role you played and what happened
when you people were preparing for the funeral of a Comrade in Port Alfred.

MR GQOLODASHE: Thank you Chairperson. What happened is since a Cupa boy had been shot dead by the police,
arrangements were made for that funeral and they involved the Magistrate of Port Alfred as well as the Commissioner
who was there at the time, Mr Griffiths, the Magistrate was Mr van der Merwe, in the sense that they were asked that
since this funeral was going to be conducted, we were going to attempt to have as peaceful a funeral as possible and



make it unnecessary for the police to be present. Our request was that the Magistrate and Commissioner speak to the
police and ask them not to make their presence obvious, because when police, when people saw police, a police
presence at funerals, it led to a volatile situation. They promised to do that.

What happened was that the funeral procession began, but just before that we noticed while we were digging the grave,
you could see into town from the cemetery and we saw many police vans going towards town. I actually took the
initiative to leave the cemetery while the funeral was in progress and went to enquire and found all these police vans
parked at the police station. I came back, we continued to dig the grave and on the day of the funeral, we had dug the
grave on the Thursday since the funeral was going to take place on the Saturday. We asked everyone in the community,
because this was the first incident where the police had killed someone, we asked everyone in the community not to
report for work so that they could attend this funeral. A stay-away in other words.

It then happened that there was a stay-away and we conducted this funeral and while we were on our way to the
graveyard, there were so many people, I would say the entire location must have been there. On our way there we did
not see any police up until we reached the cemetery. When we were on our way back, there were two main roads there,
we split, because the people were singing. We took the bottom road and the others took the top road, because we were in
the, had taken the bottom road we passed the Methodist Church and we passed the police there. They did not do
anything to us. When we approached the house where the deceased's relatives were, we heard gunshots. It was apparent
that they had, there were other police in the top street and they had shot at those people.

We hurried back to where these people were and encountered a lot of people running in all directions. I then ran past
this house to where these people were being shot. When I got there, there was a T-junction which met with the main
road. When I got there I saw the police standing at the lower end and saw these people running and crossing the yards. I
came and stood between the police and these people and stopped these people from running. These police stopped
shooting. Many people had already been struck by bullets. Some of them had been scratched by the fences and I tried to
stop them from running, because a lot of them were being injured simply by running away.

While I was still standing there facing the police they shot at me with birdshot and from my waist up they riddled me
with these birdshot. I was very angry, but in spite of that I did not run away. They shot a canister of teargas near me and
when they shot the teargas at me I ran away, because one could not stand, one cannot stand for that.

MS MAYA: Did anyone, during this shooting incident, was anyone fatally injured beside your serious injury?

MR GQOLODASHE: A lot of people were injured. Some of them were injured in their eyes, they lost their eyes.

MS MAYA: Do you know Zolisile?

MR GQOLODASHE: Yes, he was one of the people that was injured in his eyes.

MS MAYA: You mention a house that was burnt, tell us about that.

MR GQOLODASHE: After I had been shot some people had run to the house where the funeral was taking place. When
I went back there the police cut across the yards and came closer then and fired teargas into the tent and the tent, the
teargas burnt the tent. I was bleeding profusely and I had left the situation behind as it was and I was found by Kwinti at
home to say that he had phoned the Magistrate and the Commissioner to come and see what the police had done. I went
back by car and when I got there I, the Magistrate and the Commissioner were also arriving at the same time. They then
wanted to know what had happened and I told them and the other people were there as well. We showed them what had
happened, because the tent was alight and the other people had also come back when they saw the Commissioner and
we told them that the police were still back there.

They wanted to know why the people had been shot, but they did not give any plausible explanation. It was then said
that we should be taken to the doctor and police vans were summoned, people were taken and I refused to get into the
police van and went to the doctor in my own car.

MS MAYA: Did you receive any treatment from the doctor?



MR GQOLODASHE: No, I did not. Some, while I was there police came and dropped a group of people. This one boy
came to me and said that I should not leave, the police were coming to arrest us for public violence. That was before we
could even be treated. The police came, people were loaded into the van. I was escorted by a policeman to the police
station.

MS MAYA: Were you one of the people that was arrested?

MR GQOLODASHE: No, because I was seriously injured and that there was a policeman who knew me, because I
worked at the bakery and, because these people liked to eat too, as someone who worked in the bakery, they would
come for bread and pies and I would give them these things when they would come to the bakery and ask for these
things. I consequently could not sleep that Friday night and I had to be taken back to hospital.

MS MAYA: Were the pellets ever removed from your body?

MR GQOLODASHE: No, the pellets are still in my body. There are many of them.

MS MAYA: Do they not cause you any inconvenience?

MR GQOLODASHE: Yes, they do. There are pellets in my knees and in my calves and there is one which I can feel in
my left forearm.

MS MAYA: When you were taken to the Magistrate after you had been arrested, were you charged?

MR GQOLODASHE: We were charged with public violence.

MS MAYA: What did they say what had you done?

MR GQOLODASHE: We were told that we were stoning the police. What happened was that the trial continued and
after people were set free, were released on Monday the trial continued for two to three weeks and while we were
conducting the trial, myself, Wintie and someone else were arrested for intimidation. We were now in custody for the
intimidation matter and we were still on trial for this other matter. I was sentenced to seven years imprisonment. The
others were sentenced to five and three years imprisonment.

MS MAYA: Did you serve the sentence?

MR GQOLODASHE: We were in custody for about five months, because I was still awaiting trial and I think we stayed
there a month or two and we would then change to St Albans. Then we were taken to J C Steyn in Kirkwood and we
were released after five months or so.

MS MAYA: How were you released?

MR GQOLODASHE: We were released after our appeal had succeeded.

MS MAYA: With regards to the intimidation charge, who were you accused of having intimidated?

MR GQOLODASHE: There was a white policeman in Towe, there was someone in Towe who had been bribed by a
white policeman by the name of Oberholzer. There was a beer-hall which belonged to Oberholzer. Now this beer-hall
was something which intoxicated people, because they use to sell a sort of malt beer called Shlukusha and we tried to
get rid of that beer-hall by holding a prayer service all week, trying to alert the people to the dangers of this. The people
then became aware and decided not to buy at that beer-hall anymore and because it worked we were accused of having
intimidated people.

MS MAYA: What happened with that matter?

MR GQOLODASHE: It was withdrawn.



MS MAYA: In both matters were you represented by a legal representative?

MR GQOLODASHE: In the public violence we were represented by de la Haap and in the other matter we were
represented by a Mr Morena from Durban.

MS MAYA: Now that you are before this Commission, is there any request which you like to make?

MR GQOLODASHE: What I would like to see done is that people should come and tell the truth before the people,
because what people did, they should say why they did and who had sent them, because even when we were on trial the
Brigadier who was in charge of the riot squad came to give testimony and not the policeman who had actually pulled the
trigger. We want them to come here and come and tell us the truth, tell us why they did this, who were they.

MS MAYA: Were there any other requests which you made?

MR GQOLODASHE: Yes, I suffered a lot in the oppression of the struggle, I worked without any problems, I had
worked all along without any problems, but all this affected me in such a way that it even effected my house. I am now
living under these circumstance because of that. I have children who were at school and I am unemployed and it is just
very difficult. Also, these pellets which are in my body are not supposed to be in my body. They cause me great
discomfort and if I could be put in touch with a doctor in any way to have them removed, I would like that.

MS MAYA: You also mentioned the building of schools in Port Alfred.

MR GQOLODASHE: Yes, that is one of the things which I would like to see done.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much Mr Gqolodashe. We would like to go to Nomalady. The last question, Mr
Gqolodashe, why did you leave work after you were injured, were you dismissed or, were you dismissed?

MR GQOLODASHE: All these things happened when I was still at work. After I got injured I could not go back to
work because of my injuries

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. Can you please explain to us, are you Mrs Tyuku or Tuka?

MRS TYUKU: Tyuku.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. In your statement in front of us you are going to talk about Madodana Zolisile
Tyuku. Is the one Mr Gqolodashe referred to?

MRS TYUKU: Yes, he is the one.

MS MAYA: How old was Zolisile, Mam?

MRS TYUKU: He was still a young man at the time.

MS MAYA: Do you remember his age?

MRS TYUKU: No, I do not remember his age. He was a young man.

MS MAYA: Was he still at school?

MRS TYUKU: No, he was not at school.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, was he a member of any political organisation?

MRS TYUKU: No, he was not a member.

MS MAYA: Why was he shot by the police?



MRS TYUKU: He went to work at that day. When he came back from work the police were shooting all over in
Makamangeni. I told him not to go out of the yard and he listened to me, he did not go out. He just told me, he asked
permission to go to a neighbours house to play cards.

MS MAYA: When you are saying that the situation was bad in Makamangeni, what was happening?

MRS TYUKU: There was a boycott at that time.

MS MAYA: Why? Do you remember?

MRS TYUKU: No, I do not remember clearly.

MS MAYA: Was he shot when he asked permission to go to the neighbours house to play cards?

MRS TYUKU: Yes, when he was going out a Hippo passed in that house. When I looked through the window I saw that
there were police in that Hippo.

MS MAYA: What happened after that?

MRS TYUKU: I heard that the Hippo stopped in that street. I did not have a chance to go out and look outside, I stayed
inside the house. We had supper. After a while I heard gunshots in that street.

MS MAYA: When did you hear that he was shot?

MRS TYUKU: We heard when the Hippo left Makamangeni and one white man left. I heard gunshots and I peeked
through the window again. I heard one man saying, shoot him.

MS MAYA: When you were looking through the window did you notice anyone?

MRS TYUKU: It was Nocanda.

MS MAYA: What happened after he got injured? Did you get an attorney or did you lay a charge against them?

MRS TYUKU: I could not do that although we had a lawyer, an ANC lawyer, hired by Mr Mkweni, but I could not, I
did not know what to do.

MS MAYA: What happened in the case?

MRS TYUKU: We appeared in court once, but after that we did not hear anything.

MS MAYA: What happened to the lawyer?

MRS TYUKU: I could not go to the lawyer, because at that time I was weak. My mother and Mr Mkweti were
consulting with this lawyer.

MS MAYA: There is something in your statement I want you to clarify. You say that the undertaker offered money for
you, he will give you amount of money if you claimed that your brother died because he was sick. He told you not to
say that he was shot.

MRS TYUKU: Yes, Kitile came and I was taken to the mortuary. The Boers were there together with their guns. They
told me to go and look at the body. He was lying down in a cement, there was a black bucket next to him. They told me
to take off his clothes and I did. I was taken to the front office. They said that he stoned a van. I told them that he did not
do that, because he was just coming out of the house.

MS MAYA: Do you know the reason why Kitile says that you must say that he was sick, he was not shot?



MRS TYUKU: We did not know the reason, because I asked him what did he mean by saying that we must go and bury
him with the prisoners. He wanted us to bury him immediately and I told him that my family is not around, we have to
inform them, because they were in Johannesburg. He said that if we can agree, they will give us this amount of money
together with the prisoners. I told him that I am not going to do that, because this child was not sick, he was shot.

MS MAYA: In other words, they refused permission for you to take him and bury him properly at home?

MRS TYUKU: Yes, they wanted us to take him to be buried together with the prisoners. The following morning I saw
police in their private clothes, some of them were not in their private clothes. They took me to Santa saying that I must
tell them the truth before they killed me. I told them that the, he was not stoning anything, he just came back from work.
I had a one year old baby at the time. I could not find, I did not find a chance to feed my child. After that the detectives
from Port Elizabeth came to pick me up. We went to the highway and they said to me they wanted to know about what
happened. They said that they will help me if I can tell them the truth. I told them that he did not do anything, he was
just coming back from work.

They then drove me to the post office, they left me there. I went back home, I consulted Mr Mtwinti because they were
the ones who were helping me. I told them what happened. Mr Mtwinti gave me a lawyer's name, but I have forgotten
that name and he said that if the police would come again, I must give them this lawyer's name. While I was still eating
in Mr Mtwinti's home, because we were neighbours, white men came together with a lady. They were looking for me.
They said that they wanted the truth about what happened.

MS MAYA: Who were those people?

MRS TYUKU: They did not tell me, they did not introduce themselves to me.

MS MAYA: What happened after they arrived?

MRS TYUKU: The police came and they said that they will take the body and they will throw it away if we are not
going to bury him immediately. They said that we must bury him on Friday.

MS MAYA: We noted that you were harassed during the funeral, because there were certain people who got shot. Can
you please briefly explain what happened?

MRS TYUKU: When we were going to the graveyard there was nothing, it was quiet, but when we came back the
streets were full of soldiers. Some of them were in the location. When we were trying to prepare food for the people
teargas was dispersed, people ran away. There was confusion all over. Other people got injured in that process.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mam. What is your request to the Commission?

MRS TYUKU: My request to the Commission is that I do not know where he would be today. I do not know whether he
would be supporting my parent today. I would like the person who killed him to help us, to support us, because since
then I suffered from a high blood pressure.

MS MAYA: You mentioned that you get a treatment from a doctor.

MRS TYUKU: I visit a clinic, because we do not have money at home. My mother cannot go back to work.

MS MAYA: In other words, you would like to be helped with the medical treatment?

MRS TYUKU: Yes.

MS MAYA: You would like us to investigate about the court case?

MRS TYUKU: Yes.



MS MAYA: You also request financial assistance at home?

MRS TYUKU: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is that all you want to say, Mam?

MRS TYUKU: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mam. Madam, are your full names Nontobeko Joyce Pikoli?

MRS PIKOLI: That is correct.

MS MAYA: And the evidence which you will give will be with regards to Mkuseli Pikoli who was shot and injured in
1985?

MRS PIKOLI: That is correct.

MS MAYA: What was Mkuseli to you?

MRS PIKOLI: Mkuseli is my child.

MS MAYA: Where is he now?

MRS PIKOLI: He is here, he was in Port Elizabeth all along.

MS MAYA: Is there any reason why he is not giving his testimony himself?

MRS PIKOLI: When the Truth Commission people came around he was not home, he was in Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: But is he here today?

MRS PIKOLI: Yes, he is.

MS MAYA: Do you not think there is anything which he would like to add?

MRS PIKOLI: He might be able to say what happened to him in custody.

MS MAYA: We would like to ask you to tell us with regards to Mkuseli and if there is anything that is not clear, we
will ask him.

MRS PIKOLI: At the funeral of the ladies relative here next to me we all went and when we were coming back the
police were standing around there. When we took the corner for the road leading to her house we saw police and we saw
people running. When we realised what was happening the teargas was already affecting us and we all ran away. I
remember I had on a jersey and I opened up a tap and wet the jersey and we all ran. I ran until I got home and when I
got home I was worried when I discovered that the children were not there. While I was panicking about where my
children were they, some of them came and Mkuseli also came. He had been injured and he was red, he was bleeding.
What I was worried about was that he had recently undergone an operation on his one leg and that leg had been struck
by a bullet.

When he got home I decided to phone Mr Wintie. Mr Wintie advised me to hurriedly go and see a doctor, because many
people were injured. When we got there we waited and we saw many vans. While standing there waiting for them to
come out they said that we could go, that they were going to be held by the police.

MS MAYA: How old was he at the time?

MRS PIKOLI: He was 17 years old.



MS MAYA: Was he still at school?

MRS PIKOLI: He was not at school that year, because he was in hospital for most of the year, because of that operation.

MS MAYA: What happened after he was arrested, was he charged?

MRS PIKOLI: Yes, he was charged.

MS MAYA: What happened to the case?

MRS PIKOLI: He was found guilty and he was sentenced to three years, one and a half of which was suspended.

MS MAYA: How long did he, prison term did he serve for?

MRS PIKOLI: He was, he served five to six months in custody and he was then released. At the time when he was in
custody, I heard that he was taken to hospital, because his leg which had been operated on was giving him problems and
after his release he encountered numerous problems with that leg.

MS MAYA: What is his leg like now?

MRS PIKOLI: There are times where his leg does not give him any problems, but other times it does.

MS MAYA: Did you ever institute a civil claim?

MRS PIKOLI: At the time when they were released we were told that we would be compensated, because they were
held for nothing.

MS MAYA: And you still have not received anything to date?

MRS PIKOLI: No.

MS MAYA: Is there any request which you would like to submit before this Commission? Should I remind you of what
your requests were? You requested that a tombstone be erected in memory of these people.

MRS PIKOLI: Yes, we decided that way. I did not know what to say, because he was not present there. I see that he was
still very young and I would like to, his children to see how their father was affected.

MS MAYA: You say that you also want medical assistance, because there are times when he needs to, he needs medical
attention. Is that correct?

MRS PIKOLI: That is correct.

MS MAYA: You also said you would like financial assistance to pay for the financial expenses of that time. Is that so?

MRS PIKOLI: Yes, that is so.

MS MAYA: Is that all you would like to say?

MRS PIKOLI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much, Mam. If there are any other questions, I will hand back to the Chairperson who will
decide.

CHAIRPERSON: We remember the period you are testifying about today. It was a very difficult period in Port Alfred.
We remember the heroic contributions made by some and we thank them for having come before this Commission to
remind us about that time. We would like to say thank you to you, Mr Gqolodashe, Mrs Tyuku and Mrs Pikoli and we



have noted your requests before this Commission. We will forward them and for now we would like you to, we would
like to ask you to take up your seats again. Thank you.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Zanyiwe Angelina Nosisi Kakana, please stand up.

ZANYIWE ANGELINA NOSISI KAKANA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

NOKUZOLA LENA "NONHI" KAKANA: (Duly sworn in, states).

BUTI JOHN KAKANA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome the three of you. I see that Wele Samuel Kakana is not here. May we ask Mr Ntsiki
Sandi to be the one leading you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Kakana, as a family you took a decision that you are going to be the one
who will give us a detailed background about the story.

MR KAKANA: Yes, that is so, but they will help me in certain things.

ADV SANDI: They will add to those you have, to those you forgot.

MR KAKANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: But you are going to be the one who will tell us the whole story. Let us start this way. Mr Kakana, you
were listening when Menzi's family was testifying here.

MR KAKANA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Before we deal with what they have said, where are you staying now? Are you still in Cookhouse?

MR KAKANA: No, I am in Fort Beaufort now.



ADV SANDI: Where are you working?

MR KAKANA: I am a police, I started in 1988.

ADV SANDI: Where are you stationed? Are you in Fort Beaufort?

MR KAKANA: I am here in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. I will hand over to you, Mr Kakana, without disturbing you. I will hand over to you to tell us
about the pain experienced in your family, because I see in the statement there are many people who died, who lost their
lives in your family. Please tell us, at this stage, what happened.

MR KAKANA: One of my family members was found in, near a soccer veld in 1985, but I do not remember the month.
He was stabbed and he died there. We heard in the afternoon that the son was dead, he was stabbed. We did not know
who stabbed him. Xolisile Stemele came and said we must open a case, but we did not know who stabbed him. At the
time of the funeral, we buried him. Our church, our congregation, the Methodist Church did not take part in the funeral,
but we, up until today we do not know the reason for that.

As the time went by we stayed at home. We did not isolate ourselves from the people, we were amongst the people in
every activity in Cookhouse. I did not belong to any other member, but what, the organisation I belonged to was the
Resident's Organisation. We were playing rugby together with the men who testified before me. We played for the same
team, but I changed to another team. The time went by. This incident happened when my mother's sister's son was
killed. After that there was this conflict. There was no reason for that. Nobody was asking questions, we were not asking
questions to each other, but fortunately or unfortunately the wife of the man who testified before use to come to me,
because I was selling veg. She use to come to me for advice and I would give her advice, but this conflict came. I heard
that UDF and AZAPO were mentioned. I was not a member of AZAPO. If there were any AZAPO meetings, maybe
they were held in Xhalanga's house.

One teacher, Nyelake's teacher, was killed. He was stabbed in the house. After that he was taken out to be burnt.

ADV SANDI: Who killed this teacher?

MR KAKANA: I do not know, because at that time we were in our houses, but he was killed. After that he was burnt.
After that we saw that the situation was bad, because if people are going to be burnt, the situation would be worse. After
that the incident of his wife happened. We were not present there. Dickie, my sister's child, died that same day. In that
funeral, also, members of our congregation did not take part. It was on the 26th of February when this incident
happened. On the ninth of March 1986 we left the township, we stayed in the tents.

ADV SANDI: Let me disrupt you, Mr Kakana. You said that at the time when Mrs Menzi was killed, who was not
present?

MR KAKANA: We were not present.

ADV SANDI: You, as a family of Kakana?

MR KAKANA: We were not present, but the rumours said that the Kakana family was in the shop to kill his wife.

ADV SANDI: Did you have a shop?

MR KAKANA: Yes, I had a shop, but people boycotted my shop.

ADV SANDI: I have some questions to ask you. Is the lady next to you your mother?

MR KAKANA: She is my mother's sister.



ADV SANDI: In other words, do you mean that?

MR KAKANA: What I mean is the lady next to me is a wife to my father's brother. Her husband died in the 1960's.

ADV SANDI: Was he there when this incident happened?

MR KAKANA: No.

ADV SANDI: What about Nokuzola?

MR KAKANA: Nokuzola is the daughter of the lady next to me.

ADV SANDI: For how long did you stay in Cookhouse?

MR KAKANA: I was born in Cookhouse, I went to school there. My father was born in Fort Beaufort, but we were
born in Cookhouse.

ADV SANDI: There was no conflict before.

MR KAKANA: Yes, there was no conflict before.

ADV SANDI: When you look at this matter, as I was reading in the statement, there are, this thing, this issue is very
complex, but according to you, what is the main reason for all this?

MR KAKANA: This is very difficult, because I do not know what happened between Menzi's family and our family,
because, as he mentioned, there was no conflict between us before. We were playing rugby together, there was no
quarrel between us, but something came between these two families and we had to sit down, we were supposed to sit
down to try and avoid such incidents.

ADV SANDI: I noticed that there are many people who died during this conflict. Who is Zolani Meko?

MR KAKANA: Zolani Meko is a grandchild of the lady next to me.

ADV SANDI: What about Batayi Kakana?

MR KAKANA: Batayi Kakana is also a family member. We found him in Stilberg and we were forced to bury him
there. He was working in railway. He was staying there in Kommadagha. He was stabbed there.

ADV SANDI: Did he die at the time of this conflict?

MR KAKANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What about Weweyi Kakana?

MR KAKANA: Weweyi Kakana became a police, municipality, he was also killed. It was during a Good Friday, if I am
not mistaken, he was killed in the township.

ADV SANDI: What about Mpendulo Kakana?

MR KAKANA: Mpendulo Kakana was the one who was supporting the lady next to me. He was looking after her and
after her sister.

ADV SANDI: Is there any other name of the people who died of which we do not have her name or his name?

MR KAKANA: Yes, if I am not mistaken, there were six people who died. One of them was tortured and he was burnt
in Bedford, Mbulelo Kakana.



ADV SANDI: Let us wait, Mr Kakana. You mentioned Mbulelo Kakana.

MR KAKANA: Yes. Mbulelo Kakana was burnt in Bedford.

ADV SANDI: At the beginning, Mr Kakana, you said that there was something that led to all this conflict, you were
supposed to sit down and talk about this. What did you mean about this?

MR KAKANA: What I meant is we were supposed to sit down and resolve this matter, because Mr Menzi has already
said that he did not have anything against Kakana's family. This was due to Xhalanga's family and people thought that
the family was included in all this.

ADV SANDI: What meeting was held in Xhalanga?

MR KAKANA: I do not know, I just heard about this today.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you mentioned that you would like the Commission to help people to forgive each
other in such situations. Can you please tell us exactly what you meant about this.

MR KAKANA: What I would like to say is that this thing is about the Menzi and Kakana family. I would like the
Commission to bring them together because this has preyed to all the families. Everybody who did anything was doing
this in Menzi and Kakana family name. If both families can come together, this will be resolved. I do go to Cookhouse,
nothing is happening to me. We greet each other, but there is still something amongst us. We have to be together to
greet each other and to hold hands so that we can forgive each other. That is what I meant.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr Kakana. Is that all you wanted to say before I can ask Nokuzola if
she wants to add something?

MR KAKANA: Many family members have died like Batayi, our houses, we were homeless at that time, we had to start
afresh to build houses, I resigned from the railway, I had to go back to start back, my aims were disrupted, I wanted to
build future for my children. Nokuzola will help me because I can see that the lady next to me is very disturbed.

ADV SANDI: Do you want to add something, Nokuzola?

CHAIRPERSON: Before we can continue, there is something that I think should be stopped there at the door. I do not
know whether these people just came in. We continued these proceedings very well, we were giving people respect who
were testifying, but now I think there are people who are trying to disrupt our proceedings here in Grahamstown. We
will ask these people to stop doing that. We do not like this. What we want is to give people who are here to testify, we
want to give them respect to listen to them and to listen to their stories as we have listened to other stories before. If one
has a problem, he has a right to leave the hall. I would like you to respect this, not to disrupt the proceedings of the
Commission. Thank you.

MR KAKANA: Mr Chairperson, there is something I missed. There were mistakes which were written in newspapers
and in the television that the Kakana family received R75 000,00. There is no such. The person who did that was Dr
Vosloo who was in Somerset East. When I went to Somerset East to ask him about this I was told that he left Somerset
to go to Transvaal. I would like him to come back and to tell the truth to the people, that the Kakana family received
money in order to kill people. I would like the people to know that we are human-beings, we were living together with
other people. We are not what other people think we are. I will hand over to Nokuzola to speak.

ADV SANDI: Mr Wele Samuel Kakana, who was supposed to be here, according to your knowledge what he was going
to say is it the same as you have already said?

MR KAKANA: I am not sure, because a person changes all the time. He was supposed to be here. I tried yesterday as I
received a telephone call at work, I tried to go to Cookhouse yesterday. It was raining and he said that he will be here. I
am surprised today because he is not here. I cam from Fort Beaufort this morning and I came to these hearings. I do not
know why he is not here. I do not know whether he will add something different to what I have already testified.



ADV SANDI: Do you know whether his house was burnt and his livestock?

MR KAKANA: At that time I cannot say clearly, because, but his house was burnt. He was supposed to come here to
testify himself. There is another, our family members whose houses were burnt down and other houses were not rebuilt.

ADV SANDI: Let us now come to Nokuzola to hear what she has to say.

MS N L N KAKANA: As they have already said what happened, what I would like to add is that I would like Dr
Vosloo to tell us in which bank he deposited this amount of money, where did he train the Kakana family. I would like
the Commission to tell, to go to him and to ask him to explain all this.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Nokuzola. Do you have anything to add, Mam, to this? Do you have anything else to add?
Thank you Mr Kakana, thank you Nokuzola and thank you Mrs Kakana. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I would like to know about the Dr Vosloo. What is his connection about
the money, the amount of money received? What was his status?

MS N L N KAKANA: When I heard this from the radio, Dr Vosloo claimed that he gave the Kakana family this money
as it was known that we were hired by the Boers to kill people. Dr Vosloo said that he gave this amount of money so
that we can buy weapons.

REV XUNDU: Was he a doctor in Somerset East?

MS N L N KAKANA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: We have to investigate this. He has to give us evidence why did he say these accusations. The second
point, Mr Chairperson, without wasting your time. I want you, Nokuzola, to tell us what can be done to bring about
peace in these two families.

MS N L N KAKANA: As we went to them to ask for forgiveness, we spoke with each other, we are now greeting each
other. Mr Menzi said that those who were, who did not go to him to apologise must go to him and apologise so that he
can be satisfied. That is also my wish that those who did not go to him to apologise must do so.

REV XUNDU: What about Xhalanga?

MS N L N KAKANA: Xhalanga is in Fort Beaufort. There was another family, Antonie's family and Belanie's family,
Jantjies family who was on our side.

REV XUNDU: You are also saying that there must be means to help you to be together to try and talk these things out.

MS N L N KAKANA: Yes, we can do that and that will help us in Cookhouse.

CHAIRPERSON: I want to ask questions about the conflict between the two families. It is not clear to me whether this
conflict was political or whether it was due to the fact that these two families had businesses, they were competing.

MR KAKANA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, that is what I want to know, because if we can come together, we can find
out what happened, what started all this problem. We have to sit down and each of us had to state, in front of the
Commission what happened, because now, in the long run, the Kakanas' and the Menzis' are separate even if certain
individuals are against the Kakana family, will say that they belong to the Menzi family.

CHAIRPERSON: I want to come to that point, because we found out that when there is such a difference, the police
would come between the two families. According to you was there any involvement of the police?



MR KAKANA: Unfortunately, the, we were not members of the police force, as the Kakana family, we joined the
police, because we were unemployed, we were stranded.

CHAIRPERSON: I am not asking that, Mr John Kakana. What I am trying to find is a solution to this problem and I
think we are going to find a solution if we open our hearts and say the truth. I want to know that if, since there was this
difference, did the police come between you, because the evidence we found here shows clearly that the police were not
even-handed, they were favouring one side. I just want to hear your view about this matter.

MR KAKANA: Yes, it is so, but the police have to be asked whether they were supporting the Kakana family or the
other side, but I do not remember.

CHAIRPERSON: According to you, there was no involvement?

MR KAKANA: No.

CHAIRPERSON: In other words, there was no third force, because in all these conflicts between UDF, Inkatha and
Inkatha and ANC and Inkatha, there is always a third force. In your situation, you do not see any third force?

MR KAKANA: No, we were supporting each other as Kakana family as we are a big family. We were not depending on
the police.

CHAIRPERSON: I think we will conclude this matter. We have noted your request. Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: I want to add to what the Chairperson has already said. You were, you moved from the township to the
tent, your people were allowed to have weapons. Do you think, do you not think that you have to say the truth, because
now you are a police and the police force you are serving is not the past police, it is the present police. The key to this
will happen if you all agree, if the police will say that we will fight with the UDF and we will be on the Kakana's side.

MR KAKANA: I do understand now. While we were staying in the tents, we have to rent the tents. We were not staying
there free, we had to rent R10,00 per house. Even if this can be investigated, it will be found if the police were on our
favour, they would have given us the place to stay without renting or paying anything. I am not against the investigation.

CHAIRPERSON: Yes, I do not want you to accept this, because in such conflicts there is always a third force, but it
might happen that in the conflicts in Cookhouse there was no third force at all. This will make us very glad. I want to
thank you for coming here with this painful story. People died during that time in your family. I want to say that all
unnecessary loss of precious life and, as we are the Commission, any loss of life is a loss too much. It is painful to lose a
life, it is more painful when it happens within our own communities. In your community, as I have already said, when
we counted people who died in Kakana and also in the Menzi family, this is very painful. I do not know whether we will
be able to deal with your request that we must try to make peace in your families. I do not want to promise anything, but
it will be one of the things we report to the Commission. We would follow Dr Vosloo, because what he has given out to
the country, that you have been bought by this amount of money, you were trained as the Kakana family, we have to
follow and investigate about all this. We have to know whether it was the truth or a lie. If it is a lie, he has to come
forward and say it. We thank you all. We hope that if we had a, if we are going to have a chance we will meet with the
two families. We will now adjourn and we will meet tomorrow. We will start at nine o' clock tomorrow morning. Thank
you.

------------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, I would like to swear the witnesses in, starting with you Nomtandazo Lydia Kaleni.

NOMTANDAZO LYDIA KALENI: (sworn states)

TEMBILE ALFRED SWARTBOOI: (sworn states)

MANDLA BROWN KASO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Chairperson, they have been sworn in. Ma'am, I would like to start with you. Please tell us
very briefly in your own words what happened?

MS KALENI: I had gone to work on that day and I used to come back late because we knock off duty at six o'clock.
And only my two grandchildren used to be at home, no adult. When I got home, my children came to me and said Ma,
Veza has been shot.

They used to call him Veza, they said to me Veza had been shot and there and then I was so upset, I wanted to know
who shot at my children. They said a casper, he had been shot from a casper. I wanted to know where is he now and
they said we do not know if he is at the hospital where our aunt works.

I worked at the Town Hospital and she worked at the Provincial Hospital. I walked around in a daze, hoping that a
neighbour at least would come and tell me what had happened - nobody came and I did not know where to go, where

to start, who to go to first.

After my daughter had come off duty, before I gave her a chance I asked her if Velile was at hospital and she said what
happened to Velile? And I asked her is he not at your hospital because he has been shot and she wanted to know who
told you - I said well, these children told me.

She did not know anything about him having been shot. Not even one of the people in the street or the location ...

REVD XUNDU: Just one moment please Ma'am. I am trying to reach a point of clarity. I hear what you are saying
about the behaviour of the police which resulted in this, which hospital was he taken to? Which hospital was he taken
to?

MS KALENI: He was taken to Alice by the people who took him. From Alice because he was in a critical condition, he
was taken to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital in Mtansani and he passed away at Cecilia Makiwane on the 31st.

REVD XUNDU: Did the police ever come to you to tell you about something like this?



MS KALENI: No, not one policeman came to me and I never went to report anything to them.

REVD XUNDU: Where was this child shot, was he playing in the street or was he at school?

MS KALENI: They had come from a prayer service at the Apostolic Church, or at one of the churches in the location. It
was on a public holiday and they were on their way home, when a casper passed them, they were close to home.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a struggle in which they were involved at the time?

MS KALENI: It was the struggle of the youth that all the youth were involved in at the time.

REVD XUNDU: Objecting to their gutter education?

MS KALENI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: With regards to his funeral, were there any conditions laid down?

MS KALENI: On the day of the vigil, I was phoned and asked when I was going to bury the child. The Investigator
phoned me and wanted to know when I was going to bury the child.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know who the Investigator was?

MS KALENI: I have forgotten his name. He left.

REVD XUNDU: When did you bury him?

MS KALENI: We buried him on the Tuesday according to what they wanted us to do. I wanted to bury him the
Saturday and they refused for us to bury him the Saturday.

REVD XUNDU: Were there any certificates which you obtained with regards to the cause of his death? What did his
death certificate state his cause of death to be?

MS KALENI: His death certificate stated that he had been shot in his head.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ever consult an Attorney in regard to charging anyone or anyone investigating the matter?

MS KALENI: No. After the child passed away, I went to the hospital in Alice and I was never referred to where the
child passed away.

REVD XUNDU: And now that you are here before the Commission, what is your wish or request from this
Commission? What would you like this Commission to do for you?

MS KALENI: I have since left the matter in God's hands. God will answer my prayers, and I maintain the same today. I
say that God will comfort me in regard to my child. I have nothing more to say.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Madam. We know that you are still heartbroken about this, but it seems as though you have
told your story completely. We are now going to go on to Tembile Alfred Swartbooi. Mr Swartbooi, you are here to tell
us about yourself, you were severely ill-treated. It is clear that in Fort Beaufort and in other places, the police were
lawless, they are doing anything, everything to people.

We notice that this is the same in your story, but I would like you to tell us in your own words what happened to you.

MR SWARTBOOI: I was coming from work, I was working in the Municipality. It was around half past five, I was
going home. They called me while I was in the yard. It was late at that time.



They assaulted me.

REVD XUNDU: Who were calling you? Who called you from the yard?

MR SWARTBOOI: The police called me.

REVD XUNDU: They just beat you?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, they beat me.

REVD XUNDU: This man is telling us a story, his painful story. He is not in a cinema, please behave yourselves. It is
not a laughing matter, you are making him a victim although he was a victim before. They kicked you and you were
injured?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, I was injured.

REVD XUNDU: You then went to the hospital?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: In which hospital?

MR SWARTBOOI: I went to Adelaide Hospital, they then transferred me to East London. Even today I am getting

treatment from East London.

REVD XUNDU: You got injured that day?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, I got injured that day - before I was well.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a case opened?

MR SWARTBOOI: No, there was no case.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get any compensation?

MR SWARTBOOI: No, I did not get any.

REVD XUNDU: Do you get a pension?

MR SWARTBOOI: I do get a pension, a grant.

REVD XUNDU: By coming here to the Commission sir, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR SWARTBOOI; I would like the Commission to assist me because I am like an old man today, I am still very young.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have a wife?

MR SWARTBOOI: No, I don't have a wife.

REVD XUNDU: Do you have children?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, I do.

REVD XUNDU: How many?

MR SWARTBOOI: I have two children.



REVD XUNDU: In which standards are they?

MR SWARTBOOI: They are doing standard 7.

REVD XUNDU: You would also like the Commission to assist you to support your children?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, I would like the Commission to do that for me.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. Thank you. Let us now come to you Mandla. Mandla, you were also a victim of police
violence and maybe anyone listening to this history of police violence, will realise that never again should the police
abuse their position of power of authority.

Could you please just tell us very briefly about your assault by the police and if you were a member of an organisation,
tell us which organisation you were a member of and what your role was?

MR KASO: I was at home and I heard shots in the street behind us. I was struck by a bullet in my eye. I was then taken
by car to Alice. At Alice I was told that this required specialist treatment and I was taken to East London and for a
whole week this object was in my eye.

REVD XUNDU: Did you ever lay a charge against the police who shot you?

MR KASO: This object was removed after a week, Friday, after a week and then these Doctors asked me if I could see,
I said no. My eye was removed and I had an artificial eye inserted.

REVD XUNDU: Did anyone take a statement from you or did anyone - did you go to Attorneys to consult?

MR KASO: I went to the police and Nkenke at the Investigative Unit in Fort Beaufort said to me that they would get
back to me. They took my statement, Nkenke took my statement and Nkenke and Makalima took my statement.

Makalima is the one that wrote down my statement. Nkenke and them would keep fetching me from my house.

REVD XUNDU: And thereafter it just went quiet, you never heard from them again?

MR KASO: No, I never heard from them again and I never received any kind of compensation. I received a letter saying
that I should go to the Magistrate's court and from the Magistrate's court I was to go to the Doctor to try and get a
pension.

I then took this paper to the Doctor, the Doctor

refused.

REVD XUNDU: Who was this Doctor? Perhaps our investigators could trace him? Perhaps you could give the name to
our investigators later. Did you ever receive a grant since then?

MR KASO: No, I never.

REVD XUNDU: Have you got a wife?

MR KASO: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Have you got children?

MR KASO: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?



MR KASO: Three.

REVD XUNDU: How many wives? There are three children, how many wives?

MR KASO: One wife.

REVD XUNDU: How do you support your children?

MR KASO: I do odd jobs.

REVD XUNDU: Does your wife work?

MR KASO: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: How would you like the Commission to be of assistance?

MR KASO: I would like the Commission to assist me in whatever way it can because I am basically useless now. I do
not receive any pension.

REVD XUNDU: What standards are your children?

MR KASO: One is in standard 3, the one is standard 2 and the one is in sub B, the little one.

REVD XUNDU: So we will investigate the matter and see if we can make any recommendation to the President of the
country. Thank you very much. Chairperson, I hand them back to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Kaso, can you hear me? Can you hear me?

MR KASO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: It just took you a couple of moments to tell your story, but there is a lifetime of results as a result of
your story. I only have one simple question for you. I want to ask you who Priscilla Kaso is?

MR KASO: She is my sister.

MS CRICHTON: Did she witness the event?

MR KASO: Yes, she did.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, that is all I wanted from you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I observe in your statements all three of you, refer to soldiers. Was there ever a
time where soldiers entered Fort Beaufort? Mr Kaso, were you assaulted by soldiers that day?

MR KASO: I was shot from a casper.

ADV SANDI: Were this the soldiers or the police?

MR KASO: They were police.

ADV SANDI: Were there ever any soldiers in Fort Beaufort when this turbulence was taking place?



MR KASO: Yes, there were, but I did not see any soldiers that day, I saw this casper with police.

ADV SANDI: What were the soldiers doing when they were there?

MR KASO: They would merely assault people with sjamboks and so forth.

ADV SANDI: Was there a group or groups who have already been mentioned by the previous witnesses who were
corroborating with the soldiers?

MR KASO: Yes, there were.

ADV SANDI: Who were they?

MR KASO: They used to corroborate with the Amangundwana and the soldiers and also with the - they would all
corroborate with the soldiers and the Zulu's.

ADV SANDI: Were you ever with people who were assaulted by the soldiers there or did you see that?

MR KASO: Yes, I did.

ADV SANDI: What would the soldiers say to them when they assaulted them?

MR KASO: They wouldn't ask them any questions, they would merely assault them, assault people who were on their
way somewhere.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Swartbooi, you said that these people - now I am going to ask you whether
they were soldiers or police?

MR SWARTBOOI: They were police.

MS MAYA: And you say they were in a casper?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes.

MS MAYA: You say they called you while you were in your yard at home? Did they call you because they knew you or
because they were just calling people at random?

MR SWARTBOOI: They didn't know me.

MS MAYA: Were you politically active?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, I was involved in the ANC.

MS MAYA: Did you hold any position within the ANC?

MR SWARTBOOI: No.

MS MAYA: You say at the hospital a cross was put at your feet before you were transferred to East London?

MR SWARTBOOI: No, but I still have documents here.

MS MAYA: What happened to you when you got to East London?

MR SWARTBOOI: I was X-rayed. And I was admitted for several months, for nine months.



MS MAYA: What happened to you there?

MR SWARTBOOI: They assaulted me with firearms and kicked me with boots.

MS MAYA: Did anything happen, was there a case or anything like that?

MR SWARTBOOI; No.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Swartbooi, did anyone see this incident take place?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Who?

MR SWARTBOOI: My aunt.

CHAIRPERSON: What is her name?

MR SWARTBOOI: She is Somikazi.

CHAIRPERSON: And these soldiers just called you and assaulted you, didn't they say anything while they were
assaulting you?

MR SWARTBOOI: No, they merely assaulted me.

CHAIRPERSON: Didn't they tell you why they were assaulting you?

MR SWARTBOOI: No. I didn't think of running away because they would have shot me if I ran away, I just went to
them.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that a common occurrence for them to just call somebody there and assault the person?

MR SWARTBOOI: Yes, it used to happen quite often.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank the three of you for the testimony which you have come to give here. We will send our
Investigative Team to you in Fort Beaufort to come and take more details as they are going to go and investigate the

matter so that we can submit a report to our President. We will now take a recess until two o'clock.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS UNTIL TWO O'CLOCK.

--------------------
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REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairman, I would like you, Mam, to take an oath. Nondithini Irene Nosakele Kiva,
please stand up.

NONDITHINI IRENE NOSAKELE KIVA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I will lead her with questions, Mr Chairperson. We have your story here in front of us. I
would like you to give us a picture of what was happening in Adelaide during this time when Andile was murdered.

MS KIVA: It was on a Saturday, it was on a Saturday. Andile went to visit his friends in Dubane. They were chased
away by the soldiers. They found him, they assaulted him with rifle butts. The took him to the police station. When they
arrived there they assaulted him. In the morning they took him to the hospital.

REV XUNDU: How old was Andile at the time? Was he at school or was he not at school?

MS KIVA: He was about 19 years old. He was not at school, he was working.

REV XUNDU: Was he a member of any organisation in Adelaide?

MS KIVA: I think so, but I am not sure.

REV XUNDU: What was the reason for his assault?

MS KIVA: It was a time when the police found you in the streets, they would assault you even if you did not do
anything.

REV XUNDU: You are saying that the police were beating everybody in the street?

MS KIVA: Yes, people were assaulted that year.

REV XUNDU: Nobody was protected?

MS KIVA: No.

REV XUNDU: The police you mentioned here, Mbulelo Tom, you said that Mbulelo Tom said your dog is dead. Do
you know him?

MS KIVA: Yes, I know him.

REV XUNDU: Did he born there?



MS KIVA: No, he was not born in Adelaide.

REV XUNDU: When he said that your dog is dead, what was the reason for him to say this? Please keep quiet at the
door.

MS KIVA: He was in a Hippo and he told me that Witbooi is dead. When I tried to cry he said, why do you cry, your
dog is dead.

REV XUNDU: Did they, was there any conflict between him and your son before?

MS KIVA: No.

REV XUNDU: Was there a charge laid?

MS KIVA: No, there was no charge laid against him.

REV XUNDU: Was there any inquest?

MS KIVA: No.

REV XUNDU: Did you lay a charge against him?

MS KIVA: No, I did not.

REV XUNDU: Why did you not lay a charge against him?

MS KIVA: I think we were not aware.

REV XUNDU: As you are here today in this Commission, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

MS KIVA: As Andile was a breadwinner, he was helping his mother to support the children, but my mother died and
she

left the children alone.

REV XUNDU: These children are Andile's sister. Nobody is supporting them and nobody is paying for their education.

MS KIVA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Would like us to help them?

MS KIVA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: In which standards are they?

MS KIVA: The other one has passed standard ten and the other one is doing standard six.

REV XUNDU: Do you have anything else you want to add?

MS KIVA: No, there is nothing. They are homeless if the Commission can help them to get a place to stay.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson, I hand over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. You said that you did not lay a charge against him?



MS KIVA: No, we did not.

ADV SANDI: Were you afraid or what was the reason?

MS KIVA: Yes, we were afraid, because at that time it was difficult to go to the police to lay a charge.

ADV SANDI: Were the police protecting people in the community?

MS KIVA: No, the people were not protected.

ADV SANDI: In other words you mean that you were scared of the police?

MS KIVA: Yes, we were scared of the police in the community. You would not go to the police station to ask the
whereabouts of your family member, they would beat you up.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mam. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Nosakele, what is your relationship between yourself and Andile?

MS KIVA: He is my cousin.

CHAIRPERSON: Where is Andile's father?

MS KIVA: He passed away when they were still young.

CHAIRPERSON: In other words, Andile was your responsibility?

MS KIVA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were giving your testimony, if I heard you correctly, you said this incident happened by
the, the police were in a Hippo. Where was this Hippo?

MS KIVA: It was in Spikunye.

CHAIRPERSON: What happened to this Hippo?

MS KIVA: I do not know.

CHAIRPERSON: What happened to, what do you think happened to Andile?

MS KIVA: I am not sure, because they were chased away by the police and they ran away, but they managed to find
Andile.

CHAIRPERSON: Everybody who was with Andile was chased away?

MS KIVA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Were these members of an organisation?

MS KIVA: I do not know.

CHAIRPERSON: You said that this Hippo got an accident. Was it in Dubane location?

MS KIVA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any other questions? June Crichton.



MS CRICHTON: Ma Kiva, can you hear me? Can you hear me? There is just one question I want to ask you. There was
a witness to this attack by the name of Zibangele. Who is he?

MS KIVA: Yes, there was a witness by the name of Zibangele.

MS CRICHTON: And so, he saw the whole incident.

MS KIVA: No, but, because he ran away, he did not see.

MS CRICHTON: But was it him that came to tell you about it?

MS KIVA: Yes, he came to me saying that they were chased away by the Hippo.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, thank you very much. Thank you, Mr Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Nosakele, we thank you for coming to this Commission. It is very painful to see that your cousin
was killed like a dog. As you have already said that Tom said that the dog is dead. It is very painful that after he was
murdered there was no court case. You did not get any compensation as a family. What Tom said that Andile is dead, it
is very painful. We thank you for coming here on behalf of your sister to tell the story to the Commission in order to
show that Andile was not a dog, he was a human-being. We, as the Commission, we will investigate about this matter.
We will make sure that the death of Andile will not be like the death of an animal. We will try to ask Tom questions if
he is still alive in order to know what was happening at that time. Maybe Tom will know that the death of a person is
very painful, it is not like the death of a dog. We thank you very much. We will come back to you to get some clarity on
certain issues. Thank you.
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NOWATASE REGINA KOBESE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. I will lead you with questions so that you can tell us your story and to clarify certain
matters.

Are you here to talk about your husband?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Was he working for the Municipality?

MS KOBESE: No, he wasn't working. He was not employed.

REVD XUNDU: His name is Labourer Notiti Steven?

MS KOBESE: He is Doyisele Steven.

REVD XUNDU: Please tell us your story?

MS KOBESE: Steven left me on Sunday, he told me that he was visiting Mr Fani. He did not come back until Monday.
There was a young man who came, who was sent by the Fani family to inform us that he was run over by a car and he
was also axed.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Fani?

MS KOBESE: Mr Fani is staying with us in the township, but he is in Parliament now.

REVD XUNDU: You said that he was run over by a casper?

MS KOBESE: Yes, a van.

REVD XUNDU: Is it a police van?

MS KOBESE: No, it was a van who was driven by Amagoloda, the people who were known as Amagoloda.

REVD XUNDU: Who are these people?

MS KOBESE: They were the people who were following Nohashe.

REVD XUNDU: Who was Nohashe?



MS KOBESE: Nohashe was the Mayor at Fort Beaufort at the time.

REVD XUNDU: You said that Nohashe had followers?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: These people were assaulting you?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Who was Kobese?

MS KOBESE: Kobese was on Fani's side.

REVD XUNDU: You mean that he was an activist?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: After being run over by this van and they also assaulted him with axes, did he go to a hospital?

MS KOBESE: Yes, the police came and they took him to hospital. When we arrived there, we were told to come in the
next morning. They then told us to go back home because he was feeling cold.

We then visited him the next morning, he was better that day. He told us that he was feeling better, but he did not notice
these people who ran him over, he said that there were many people, they left him there dead.

REVD XUNDU: They left him for dead? He was discharged from hospital?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: He came back home?

MS KOBESE: Yes, he came back home.

REVD XUNDU: Did he work?

MS KOBESE: No, he did not work, he was not well, he was not feeling well because he had a black spot in the
stomach.

REVD XUNDU: When did he die?

MS KOBESE: He died in 1990.

REVD XUNDU: He died after six years?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: After that incident?

MS KOBESE: Yes, after that incident.

REVD XUNDU: Was there any case opened?

MS KOBESE: No, there was no case opened, but the police just wanted to know where he was coming from when he
was assaulted.



REVD XUNDU: Ms Kobese, by coming to the Commission, what are your expectations?

MS KOBESE: I would like the Commission to help me with my children, because they are not at school.

REVD XUNDU: How many are they?

MS KOBESE: They are three. One of them is still doing standard 7 and the other one is doing standard 9.

REVD XUNDU: You would like the Commission to help you to support your children?

MS KOBESE: Yes, and also my younger child.

REVD XUNDU: Is there anything else you want to add?

MS KOBESE: No, there is nothing.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, let me hand over to you.

CHAIRMAN: Ntisiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: The people who were referred to as Amagoloda, who gave them this name? The people called them
Amagoloda or what?

MS KOBESE: Yes, people called them Amagoloda, they referred to him as Amagoloda.

ADV SANDI: What did they mean when they were saying they were Amagoloda?

MS KOBESE: Because they were assaulting people, we were members of the ANC, they were Amagoloda, they were
known as Amagoloda in the location.

ADV SANDI: Were there any other people who died because of the conflict between Amagoloda and the people?

MS KOBESE: Yes, and some of them were injured.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ma'am.

CHAIRMAN: Mrs Nowatase, you mentioned Matinka's name who was working for the South African Police. What is
the connection in this case?

MS KOBESE: No, I don't know him.

CHAIRMAN: Ms Kobese, as he recovered after this, did he notice any of these people?

MS KOBESE: He said that he did not notice any of these people because it was at night.

CHAIRMAN: Why did he think the perpetrators were Amagoloda?

MS KOBESE: He saw a brown van coming towards him.

CHAIRMAN: You mean that Amagoloda were using brown vans?

MS KOBESE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: The police vans?

MS KOBESE: No, the Toyota.



CHAIRMAN: He saw a van?

MS KOBESE: Yes, he noticed that they were driving this van.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Kobese, we will investigate this matter. We have been given this responsibility to
investigate such matters.

Our Investigative Unit will try and investigate, but I would like to point out that it would be very difficult to investigate
this but if we can get assistance from the community, if people can come forward, who are going to be

witnesses, for this case, or if there are people who applied for amnesty, who would help us, it would be easy because
your husband did not see anyone, he did not even see the number plate of the van, but we will try to investigate this
matter. If we succeed we will tell you, but we will try even if we can fail, thank you Mrs Kobese.

--------------------
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REV XUNDU: Thank you, Chairperson. While you are standing Lindile Watson Kolisi.

LINDILE WATSON KOLISI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: The witness has been duly sworn in, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. We would like to welcome you Mr Kolisi. We are now going to hand you
over to Mr Ntsikelelo Sandi who will lead your evidence by way of a few questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Chairperson. Mr Kolisi, you have requested to appear before this Commission and come and
speak about your son Sipho Victor Kolisi. Is that correct?

MR KOLISI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let us speak very briefly about your son, Sipho. You said that he left here to join the ANC abroad. In
which year was that? Did you say that was in 1985? According to your statement, you said 1985.

MR KOLISI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How old was he, was he at school or was he working?

MR KOLISI: He was still at school.

ADV SANDI: What standard was he in?

MR KOLISI: He was in standard eight.

ADV SANDI: What was his age at the time of his disappearance?

MR KOLISI: He was still very young. Besides the fact that he was very young, I would like to get into my story. At the
time when he was still at home he was talking about the political situation and also the youth and it was apparent to me
that they were having meetings, they were known as COSAS and some of the other boys that use to come and see him,
one of them is here. They use to like to come to my place and while they were there, detectives came there and they
were arrested. After their arrest they were photographed and, from what I hear, he played an important role in the
meetings and the organisations, because people said that he was very active. Thereafter, I was worried about this, but
there was no way I could stop him because they were fighting for a worthy cause.

Then the police came with sjamboks, it was late at night and I was fairly intoxicated. They came there and they said
they were looking for Siphiwo and I said there is no Siphiwo here. I said there is a Sipho Kolisi and they said, yes, that
is the person we are looking for. I said, look, you were looking for Siphiwo, there is no Siphiwo here, my child's name is
Sipho Kolisi. They left and Sipho came back. I said to him, listen, the detectives are looking for you and he said, oh dad,
and I said, look boy, the detectives are looking for you, see what you can do. He disappeared and I discovered that, I



later heard that they were sleeping at St Pauls College where some priests were and the police did not stop harassing us
at home, looking for them armed with sjamboks and threatening to arrest and threatened me as well, saying that, Mdala,
we are going to assault you as well and I said, you will never do that. They would then leave. After a while my child
disappeared and I did not see him again.

ADV SANDI: Before he left, did he ever say, mention to you that he had any intention of leaving this country?

MR KOLISI: His mother was alive at the time and he would mention it to his mother, but he would not say that to me,
because he knew that I was very strict when it came to his school education. I would have said to him that he was still
too young to participate in politics and he would say to me, dad, I prefer to die for my country, for the liberation of my
country. His mother would agree with him and say, leave the child, if he feels this way, let it be. When he left he said,
mum, I am leaving. We are very oppressed in this country and we are battling here at home and the Boers are
oppressing us like you will not believe, but I am going to come back and when I get back you will have everything. That
is what he said to his mother.

ADV SANDI: Did you ever establish whom he left with?

MR KOLISI: He left with Mankayi's son who is a soldier.

ADV SANDI: And Tony Yaka?

MR KOLISI: Yes, they all left together.

ADV SANDI: There was a third person who you mentioned in your statement, Mzimasi Ncapayi.

MR KOLISI: I think it was he, he was one of them.

ADV SANDI: After his disappearance did he ever send messages home or write or phone?

MR KOLISI: He wrote a letter.

ADV SANDI: When was that?

MR KOLISI: I cannot recall dates very well, but I am sure about that. What one has to be sure about besides the date is
that you are sure that you received this.

ADV SANDI: If I can remind you, according to your statement, you, it was in 1989.

MR KOLISI: I took the letter and read it and it said, mum and dad, I am still alive and I am happy and I would be very
happy if you were also well, I am very happy. There was no address.

ADV SANDI: Was there ever another letter or any other communication thereafter?

MR KOLISI: Thereafter all was quiet.

ADV SANDI: The guys that he left with, they came back, did they come and tell you where your son was?

MR KOLISI: What is amazing is that I heard that these boys know what happened to my son. They were all together,
they left together. The day a ritual was performed at the Mankayi home, where a cow was slaughtered, they went there
and they participated in eating the meat and things like that and I was asking Mr Mankayi, Mankayi, your son was with
my son. He said, yes, they were all there, they were eating meat at the ritual and they did say that they were going to
leave.

ADV SANDI: Did any others come to your house thereafter from the organisation which your son went to join, coming
to tell you what happened to your son?



MR KOLISI: Some men came from the ANC and came to tell us that Sipho Kolisi had been shot.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember who these men were, did they identify themselves to you?

MR KOLISI: I still remember who they are. It was shortly after I had buried my wife and I was still grieving the loss of
my wife. While I was sitting there with the priest, somebody came to call me. They were a, they were not too keen to
tell me, because I was still grieving and I went to them and said, look, tell me what is it and they said, look, we hate to
be the bearers of bad news especially in your grief and the priest said, look, let us pray. We prayed and prayed and I
looked around and I was very anxious and they said, Mr Kolisi, your wife is deceased, you have a son by the name
Sipho and I said, yes, what is wrong with my son. They said, please do not get too upset and I asked for a glass of water
and then they informed me that my son was also dead. I cried out, oh my God, why did you not rather take me first so
that I did not even know where he was buried. The priest consoled me and said you are a Christian, you are born again
and you have to be strong and I said to him that this, it was quite apparent that this child died while my wife was still
alive. I said that I realised that this child who had died while my wife was still alive ...

ADV SANDI: You may take your time, Mr Kolisi, I will wait.

MR KOLISI: ... and I wanted to know why God had not rather taken me first, what had I done, what was this great sin
which I had committed, because my wife had just died in a car accident and now it was my son. It is better if you just
take me as well. The priest comforted me and I then went home, because we were at the priest's house that morning. It
was the Reverend Changena.

ADV SANDI: You have a request here with regards to the remains of your son. Do you remember that?

MR KOLISI: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: What is that request?

MR KOLISI: I heard, I have a wish that the ANC, at least, make means for me to have back the remains of my son.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you would like to say in this regard?

MR KOLISI: No, I have not finished.

ADV SANDI: You may proceed.

MR KOLISI: I would like to say that since this happened to my son, something else I would like to know is whether
there cannot be an investigation into trying to establish who shot my child. Secondly, I saw something on TV where
people's bones were being exhumed, where it was said that they had been shot by the Boers and their remains were
being exhumed and that brought to mind my son. It is my son's situation, because I was only informed years after that
and another man from Port Elizabeth had also come there to tell me that your son died in the line of duty. He was a hero
and we are going to include his name in the naming of streets, because he died in the line of duty as a soldier. I would
say that that is all I have to say.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Kolisi. Perhaps there are questions which my colleagues would like to put to
you.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Sir, I would like to know from you, did you ever go to the ANC office and try and establish where this
boy died and which organisation he belonged to?

MR KOLISI: Reverend, I would say that it, these men who had come there said that he fell or he had fallen around the
Messina area during combat. That is what they said.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairman.



CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kolisi, thank you very much. You have painted a very clear picture of a young man who was also
a hero, that was your son, Sipho. A young man who died in the struggle, who grew up as part of the struggle and we find
that during the relating of your story, there are certain parts which disturb you although we do not feel that, parents like
yourself should not be disturbed by what happened to your children, but you should know what happened to your
children, because you should know that your children did not die in vain. Your son died while fighting for the liberation
of this country and he will be counted as heroes of the new South Africa. We have taken note of your request that his
remains be found and be laid to rest in an appropriate manner. These requests are always raised by people who appear
before the Commission, where they request that heroes who have fallen in Angola, Lesotho, Zambia, Mozambique and
such places, the bones of heroes who died during the struggle for liberation, remains be brought back to be given a fit
and proper burial. We have heard that request before and we take note of yours and on behalf of this Commission we
would like to thank you for being the type of father that you are and for still being able to come here in spite of the loss
of your wife as well. We will include your request in our report and we thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We would like to call Nombenqana Albert Koti to the stand please. Are you appearing for Mr Koti?

ADV MATUIS: That is correct Mr Commissioner.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr Koti, we are going to request to swear you in before we hear your evidence.

NOMBENQANA ALBERT KOTI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: The witness has been duly sworn in Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Matuis, you have submitted two memorandums to us. One deals with Mdyogolo, Nosipho Angelina.
Perhaps let us start with that one. It is a short memorandum, perhaps you could ask your client to quickly summarise it
for us in Xhoza so that we can then direct some questions to him.

MR KOTI: Chairperson and Committee Members, I am extremely disturbed by certain incidents where I was involved. I
Nombenqana Albert Koti are 46 years old, have made a sworn affidavit. I am going to start with the incident regarding
Mtandazeli Patrick Mdyogolo.

In the above-mentioned year, 1984, although it is mentioned as 1985 here, I was in the employ of the South African
Police as a reservist where I was from the 21st battalion of this army and we were based here in Grahamstown.

At the time there were incidents of riots and I was with recruits where we were patrolling Raglan Road and

Albert Street because cars were being attacked in Rockland Road.

We were patrolling those areas. As we were patrolling that street, we were called by Mr Junkin who had a shop in
Albert Street, he stopped the van and when he came to the van he reported to us that his shop had been broken into a
few moments ago and that I should please take his children to James, a relative of his.

We heard on the radio in the van, Sergeant Dekeda reporting to the police in New Street that a boy was found
(indistinct), where he had been deceased, but had no wounds. Sergeant Dekeda was making this report from New Street.

Junkin was called and I said to him can you see it is bad in Joshua as well and also Makanaskop Bottle Store had been
broken into and Junkin was surprised by this and he took these, this man's children to James.

In the next few days I heard rumours that Mtandazeli Patrick Mdyogolo had been shot by me. I went to Junkin there and
then and asked him if he had also heard these rumours that I had shot Patrick Mdyogolo at Jole's. He then said to me that
if they wanted me at court, they wanted him at court that they should contact them and he provided a number because he
was with me at this time of the incident, and other policemen were deployed at Jole's.



We then went to court. Captain Nel was in charge at the time, we went to court. Although I don't see him here in
Grahamstown any more, he had the occurrence book of the charge office because when we are deployed to places it is
recorded in the occurrence book who is deployed where and I was recorded as having been deployed at Fingo and he
gave the explanation at court, saying that Koti was working at

Fingo Village and he had not gone to the other area.

I was then acquitted, found not guilty and set free to go.

CHAIRMAN: In her testimony Nosipho Angelina Mdyogolo said under oath that you Nombenqana Albert Koti did not
participate in the killing of Mtandazeli because you were in the van, so we just want to place on record that the witness
did say that you weren't responsible, but the Commission would like to put a few questions to you in trying to establish
the truth.

Were you working in one group?

MR KOTI: I think there is mix up somewhere. You talk about Mdyogolo and then you talk about me having been in the
van. I think you are confusing the incidents here.

CHAIRMAN: Which is the incident where they said you weren't involved?

MR KOTI: If I understand correctly the incident of Nontle Koliti, in the death of Nontle Koliti.

CHAIRMAN: We are now talking about the Mdyogolo incident. Do you say that you weren't even present there?

MR KOTI: No, I was not.

CHAIRMAN: So you were not even present where this incident took place?

MR KOTI: No.

CHAIRMAN: But you were working as one group and you were a reservist in this group?

MR KOTI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: When you got back from your deploy, you would get together and report to each other so you knew
exactly who had killed Mtandazeli?

MR KOTI: I never heard who had killed him because I was at

this other place because if you got back before the others, you would make your report and then go off duty.

CHAIRMAN: Who did you report to?

MR KOTI: We reported at the charge office.

CHAIRMAN: Who was in charge?

MR KOTI: It was Captain Nel.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know where Captain Nel finds himself these days?

MR KOTI: No, I do not know because he was transferred to Port Elizabeth while I was still here and I don't know what
became of him.

CHAIRMAN: So in your team it could happen that if someone was killed at any certain place, you would not get



together at the end of the day and share your reports with each other?

MR KOTI: No, if an incident occurred anywhere, the people who were present there would report it before going off
duty and it would be recorded.

CHAIRMAN: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: I would like to put a question Mr Chairman, with regards to paragraph 3 where reference is made to
Mtandazeli Patrick Mdyogolo, with reference to the turbulence and the political unrest. If you say that there was a break
in, it means that it had nothing to do with the politics of the time? The break in at Mr Junkin's shop?

MR KOTI: It had to do with the toyi-toyi because some elements within the group, were criminal elements and while
the toyi-toyi was taking place, they would participate with the intention of - with criminal intentions.

REVD XUNDU: It is not very clear from this affidavit, that it had anything to do with the toyi-toyi. It comes across as a
criminal event, but I am trying to establish from you whether it had anything to do with the toyi-toyi?

MR KOTI: Yes, it did.

CHAIRMAN: Let us go to the second matter, the case of Elizabeth Koliti about the murder of Nontle Koliti. We would
one again like you to give us a summary of your affidavit in Xhoza.

MR KOTI: As I said in my first affidavit, what was extremely disturbing here is that I also have children. We were
investigating a shooting incident. A White person had been shot dead in J-Street the day before where they were digging
a trench, Mr Wewege, he was working for the municipality and we heard information that this shotgun belonging to a
policemen who had been set alight, Mr (indistinct), had been used in shooting this White man.

And while we were here in J-Street this gun was rumoured to be in (indistinct) and it was to the north of Mr Sonwabe's
yard in M. We then stopped and discussed how we were going to go in, when children started shouting from L-Street.

At the time municipal police were called Amangundwana or rats and these children started shouting to us. Hey you
Amangundwana and I was driving the van at the time and my partner said to me let me go and look at these children
that are shouting at us.

He then crossed J-Street and K-Street and he passed a lady who was selling things in a certain yard, called Nothincia. I
then heard a shot and I got out of the van and ran that way immediately.

And I found him coming out of a gate in K-Street which the lady, the previous witness testified about, which was

facing these children and I asked him what is the matter Khadi and he said I shot and children fell.

I jumped passed him there and then over the fence and found the one laying near the door and others were scattered near
the toilet, it was warm on that day and the child was wet with perspiration. I then got an umbrella and said to, asked
somebody to hold this umbrella over this child while I call some back up and also an ambulance.

There is a lady that also shouted and wanted to know, Nombenqana, why did you shoot these children. You are going to
bring them back. And this other lady said no he is not the one that shot them, that man shot them, the one that is
smoking and Mpukumpuku was smoking a cigarette at the time.

And they said that it is that man who is smoking. I quickly went back to the van to call the other police Captain and
asked them to call an ambulance ... (tape ends) ... quickly came back and they were taken away. Mpukumpuku was
taken to the police station to go and submit a statement about this incident and we were charged, taken to court in
connection with this incident and in court I said that I would like the court to go to the scene because there was a dispute
over a bush which was near a toilet where the children were and Constable Rhade's statement said that he did not see
beyond this bush.



Back then this bush was still very small, it has since grown very much. I think the one gentleman on the Committee was
present there in that court where this matter was heard, where we went to go and look at the scene of the incident.

The court went to the scene and measured the distance from where I was seated to where this little bush was and found
that this bush was still very small at that stage and

that one could easily see people behind that bush. And he passed away before this matter could be finalised.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi.

MR KOTI: That was the inquest, we were not formally charged, the matter that I am referring to was an inquest where
he was a suspect.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Koti, you spoke about a 21 Battalion, were you a soldier before you
became a policeman?

MR KOTI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: When were you a soldier?

MR KOTI: From 1970 to 1972.

ADV SANDI: When did you join the Police Force?

MR KOTI: In 1980.

ADV SANDI: When did you resign?

MR KOTI: In 1993.

ADV SANDI; Why did you leave the Police Force?

MR KOTI: I resigned.

ADV SANDI: What was your rank at the time of your resignation?

MR KOTI: I was a Sergeant.

ADV SANDI: Were you a Sergeant at the time of your resignation?

MR KOTI: That is correct.

ADV SANDI: The person you referred to as having said you shot at Mtandazeli, do you know the person?

MR KOTI: No, I do not know the person.

ADV SANDI: Have you heard about the person?

MR KOTI: No, I haven't.

ADV SANDI: You have never seen the person?

MR KOTI: No.

ADV SANDI: Why would the person say that you shot at Mtandazeli?



MR KOTI: I do not know sir because there were so many things that were said about me. A policeman Madola was
burnt at - somewhere in the location and it was said that I was that policeman, and one lady said that it was not. There
were rumours that I was the policeman that was burnt and the one lady said that I was not.

ADV SANDI: Am I then getting the correct impression in saying that it seems that there are people that don't like you
very much, that are always associating you with certain events?

MR KOTI: When you are accused of doing something which you haven't done, it is quite obvious that the person
doesn't like you.

ADV SANDI: You heard Ms Mdyogolo saying that at court there was a White policeman who was saying that you
could not shoot, were you present in court when this policeman said so?

MR KOTI: No, I did not see him.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear that there was a policeman who gave evidence in court saying that you could not shoot?

MR KOTI: No, I never saw him.

ADV SANDI: If there was one, would he have been laying?

MR KOTI: Yes, because at that time I had a licensed firearm which I still have up to this day.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Koti.

CHAIRMAN: I am trying not to use the word Amangundwana, what does it mean? Was it used to describe municipal
police?

MR KOTI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: The people working for the municipal police, who

were they working for? Who was in charge of them?

MR KOTI: They were working for the Government.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, but who did you report to?

MR KOTI: We reported to the charge office, even the dockets were sent to the charge office where people were
charged.

CHAIRMAN: Who assigned your duties to you?

MR KOTI: There were Warrant Officers and Lieutenants who were in charge.

CHAIRMAN: Who was it at the time?

MR KOTI: It was Nel.

CHAIRMAN: Not that one, the one that is there now, what is his name?

MR KOTI: He is known as J.J. Nel.

CHAIRMAN: So when you and Constable Khadi left on that day, Nel had assigned you the duty of investigating the
shooting of a White man?



MR KOTI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Why did you as municipal policemen have to investigate the shooting of these people, was it normal in
your duties?

MR KOTI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Did you also investigate the shooting of students, school children?

MR KOTI: Let me say that mostly where it was said that someone in the location had a firearm and used it, we had so-
called expertise in that field.

CHAIRMAN: I want to know about the shooting of school children. The shooting of a school child, was the
investigation normally given to you or did you investigate the shooting of Whites?

I am trying to define the difference between the

shootings which shootings you people investigated?

MR KOTI: Which child are you referring to?

CHAIRMAN: The child being referred to here in - Nontle Koliti.

MR KOTI: Nontle Koliti was shot by the policemen whom I was with, how could we investigate this matter if he was
shot by my partner? If I shoot somebody I cannot conduct the investigation, another policeman has to conduct the
investigation.

CHAIRMAN: What I am trying to say is did Nel assign any policeman to investigate the shooting of Nontle koliti?

MR KOTI: When Nontle Koliti was shot I called the Captain and policemen from town and they then referred it to the
policemen in town to investigate it because the municipal policemen were involved in this.

CHAIRMAN: Who investigated the shooting of Nontle Koliti?

MR KOTI: I do not know, but there was an investigation.

CHAIRMAN: Was - did you also have to submit a statement?

MR KOTI: Yes, Ii did.

CHAIRMAN: Can you recall who you made a statement to?

MR KOTI: No, I cannot.

CHAIRMAN: When you returned after the shooting of this child, as you say it was you and Constable Khadi, you went
and reported to Mr Nel?

MR KOTI: I said that when the police and the Captain came, Khadi left with the police to make a statement in town and
Nel and them were all present there, writing down everything. There was nothing more which we had to report, because
they were present at the scene of the crime.

CHAIRMAN: And you also made a statement?

MR KOTI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: What was the effect of the statement which you made?



MR KOTI: It is what I said there that Khadi shot at this girl.

CHAIRMAN: Were you a witness for the family that Khadi shot this girl?

MR KOTI: The Attorney said that I should not say that Khadi shot the children, hence we went to the scene of the
crime. I was told to say that I was with Khadi.

CHAIRMAN: Did the Attorney ask you not to say that Khadi had shot?

MR KOTI: He told me not to say that.

CHAIRMAN: Did you explain that Khadi shot this person, shot the girl? So would the court records reflect that you
actually said from the beginning that Khadi shot this girl? Were there any steps taken by the municipality to compensate
the family for the loss of this girl? Did that not upset you?

MR KOTI: No.

CHAIRMAN: Did you ever come into contact with the family of this girl after her death?

MR KOTI:No.

CHAIRMAN: Didn't you ever think or deem it important to meet with the family of this girl?

MR KOTI: How?

CHAIRMAN: By going there? You were the person who was present when Khadi shot this girl, didn't you ever deem it
important after the accusation that you had also shot this girl that you should go to the family and try and explain to
them about Khadi having shot this girl?

MR KOTI: They had heard it that day already because this

lady that was selling vegetables had told them and even then if you were a suspect in a location, your house would be
burnt immediately or if they knew, if they were after you and you went to a particular house, they would go to you at
that house and corner you there and people would be regarded as informers thereafter.

CHAIRMAN: So are you saying that you don't have any problem with these people, that you are living harmoniously?

MR KOTI: No, there is no problem.

CHAIRMAN: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Mr Koti, legally speaking when someone breaks the law before you, for example when someone steals
before you, what is your duty as a policeman? When anyone, when you as a policeman see someone killing another
person, what do you as policeman have to do?

When you see a policeman shooting or you see somebody shooting anyone else or killing anyone else, what is your duty
as a policeman?

MR KOTI: I explained that like Khadi who had shot someone before me, I called the Captain to say what was
happening.

ADV SANDI: Before Khadi shot this girl, you say in your statement that you were in J-Street and there were children
who were insulting you, calling you Amangundwana and Khadi got out of the car with his gun, saying that he was going
to see who these children were.

Did he tell you what his intentions were?



MR KOTI: No, he said he was just going to see who these children were.

ADV SANDI: Armed with his firearm? What did you think he was going to do when he went there?

MR KOTI: I didn't think he was going to do anything because

they were still very small. Because when somebody called me Amangundwana, Amangundwana refers to a mine rat, a
rat found in mines and I didn't regard it as an insult.

ADV SANDI; At the time Mr Khadi had already shot these children, did you ask him why he had shot at these children?

MR KOTI: I did.

ADV SANDI; Why did you not include that in your statement? Why did you not say in your statement that you asked?

MR KOTI: I did say in my statement that I asked Khadi what was happening now and he said I shot the children.

ADV SANDI: Why did he say he shot these children?

MR KOTI: In his statement he said that he was being shot at by someone on the other side and he was firing back. And
then it became apparent that there were children behind this bush. And that is why the court had to go to the scene of the
crime to see whether he would have been able to see these children behind this bush or not.

ADV SANDI: Finally Mr Koti, in all your years as a policeman, has there ever been a time when you made a mistake
with hindsight, you see that you did something wrong? Has there ever been anything wrong which you as Mr Koti have
ever done?

MR KOTI: No, I have never done anything wrong.

ADV SANDI: And is everything that you are here to dispute today, false allegations?

MR KOTI: Yes, the one is an allegation and the other one, I was not involved in.

ADV SANDI: Are you very unfortunate to be accused of incidents where you were not involved?

MR KOTI: An incident where I was not involved.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Koti, we thank you for having come and answered our questions.

We would like to inform you that we would like to have another opportunity where we can contact you and obtain
further information from you in our quest to provide the families of the victims with the truth so that there can be
reconciliation so that when the police move around in these communities, they can do so freely and with a clear
conscience knowing that they have made peace with these people.

We thank you for having taken the first step in trying to assist us here by what you did today. Perhaps there are still
many more questions which we will have for you after having contacted this Mr Nel who you referred to and also others
who have been involved in this incident.

We would like to get to the bottom of this so that we can make the truth available to the family of the deceased, so that
they can deal with this matter. We will not make a finding at this stage, but when we are contemplating making a
finding which is detrimental to you, we will definitely inform you through your lawyer and you will be allowed to make
further representations.

We thank you.



MR KOTI: Thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Which one of you is Mrs Temtem Kuhlane

MRS KUHLANE: I am.

CHAIRPERSON: And who is the lady accompanying you.

MRS KUHLANE: Evelyn Muhane.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you also going to testify or have you just come to accompany her?

MRS MUHANE: I have accompanied her, but there will be certain details which I will be adding.

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. We would like you both to stand so that we can get you to take the prescribed.
We would like to ask you, Temtem Kuhlane, to stand.

TEMTEM KUHLANE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. Evelyn Muhane, could you please stand.

EVELYN MUHANE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. They have both been sworn in, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you and we would like to ask Ms Tiny Maya to lead your testimony by way of questions.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Firstly, I would like to greet you Mrs Kuhlane. You are going to tell us about
Mntunyane. Is his name Mntunyane or Mntuntyane?

MRS KUHLANE: His name is Mntunyane.

MS MAYA: What was Mntunyane to you?

MRS KUHLANE: This child had come from Port Elizabeth and was staying by me. That was, one afternoon when a
boy by the name of Michael came there looking for Mntunyane and I said that he was not there. He wanted to know
where he was and I said he had gone to herd the cattle. He left and Mntunyane came back. Late that night this boy
knocked on the door and I heard when they closed the door. I slept. His father was still alive then. At sunrise I went to
his room, found that he was not there and I sat and waited for him to return. We all sat outside and waited. Then a police
car came driven by Putumeni and stopped in front of us, in front of our house and I was called. Putumeni said something



and left. I was called back inside the house and told that Putumeni had come to tell us that Mtunyane had been shot
dead. He was my first born son.

During the week a pile of clothes was brought to me. It was red with blood. I took the clothes and put them outside and
that is all.

MS MAYA: Can I just take you back a bit. How old was Mntunyane?

MRS KUHLANE: He was a young man. Although he was unmarried and he did not have any children. He was not
married yet, but he did have children.

MS MAYA: Was he in any way politically active at the time when he was shot?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes, he was.

MS MAYA: In which way?

MRS KUHLANE: He was involved in the youth organisation.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the name of the organisation with which he was involved?

MRS KUHLANE: While he was at school he was part of COSAS and when he started working, I am not sure whether I
should say he was in the youth or what, but he was involved in politics.

MS MAYA: Did he ever encounter any problems with the leaders in the community?

MRS KUHLANE: No, but I do not know whether to refer to him as a policeman or as a councillor, whether he was a
policeman or a councillor, but his name was Ntsikelelo. He was here in Grahamstown and he would come there and it
was evident that this child who had come to the house had heard that he was going to come and that he had come so that
they should go and attack him, because the following day this woman came to tell us what happened.

MS MAYA: Who had come to go and attack who?

MRS KUHLANE: This boy that this lady said his name was Michael came later that, had been there earlier the day and
came there that evening.

MS MAYA: Do you know Michael's surname? Does he live in the area?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Would you be able to remember later what his surname and details are? Is he still there?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes, he is still there.

MS MAYA: If possible, we would like you to provide us with his details later. What did you hear, what else did you
hear when you were told the child had been injured?

MRS KUHLANE: We were told that he had been shot and that the police had gone to fetch him. This is what we were
told the following day. We were told that an ambulance had been called and the police had also come and that the
ambulance was escorted by police vans. We thought that he was taken to the hospital and we phoned the hospital and
we were told that there was no such person. In the meantime he had been taken to the police mortuary and, from what
we heard, he was taken like a dog and just thrown there.

MS MAYA: Did you ever hear who shot him?

MRS KUHLANE: This woman who says that he was shot in our house told us.



MS MAYA: Who did she say shot him?

MRS KUHLANE: She said Ntsikelelo shot him.

MS MAYA: Do you know what Ntsikelelo's surname is?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes, his surname is Botha.

MS MAYA: What did she say what happened? Why was he shot?

MRS KUHLANE: He was shot because they objected to the presence of councillors and police at that stage and it was
known that he was going to come to the location and that is why the youth got together and went there.

MS MAYA: As far as you know was anyone else injured in this shooting incident?

MRS KUHLANE: He was the only one who was struck, the others all survived.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else you would like to add?

MRS MUHANE: Do you mean a complaint or something?

MS MAYA: Possibly a request which you have or a wish you would like to express.

MRS MUHANE: I have spoken to my sister and she has expressed a wish that she be assisted with these children,
because she received his corpse and she buried him in spite of their not having been any official post mortem report or
an inquest saying how he died or whatever and there was no official inquest and there was no one prosecuted.

MS MAYA: Did you ever go to attornies?

MRS MUHANE: I was called, I was never called. It would have been better if I was called to see that he was dead, but I
was never called to identify him. Not even in his coffin.

MS MAYA: Was there any reason why?

MRS MUHANE: I would say that it was because of the grief, because at the time his father was still alive, but he was
also very mixed up at the time and preferred that we rather not see him.

MS MAYA: How old are his children now?

MRS MUHANE: They have already been circumcised. Two have been circumcised and the one has not, they are still
studying.

MS MAYA: So, there are still expenses involved in educating them. Are they living with his mother?

MRS MUHANE: Two of them are living with her and the other one does not.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. Is that all you would like to say?

MRS MUHANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Mrs Kuhlane, is there anything you would like to add?

MRS KUHLANE: No, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you very much. I would like to hand you back to the Chairperson. Perhaps there are other questions
which they would like to put to you.



CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Mamas I would like to ask you, apart from Kuhlane, is there any, did
Mntunyane use any other names.

MRS KUHLANE: in the location he was known as Beggar, but in his identification document he uses the name
Mntunyane.

ADV SANDI: At the time when Mr Botha appeared in court in connection with these charges did you ever attend?

MRS KUHLANE: No, we were never informed and we never attended.

ADV SANDI: This Mafu in whose house this took place, who is she?

MRS KUHLANE: I think she is Botha's mother-in-law.

ADV SANDI: Is her house close to where your house is?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes, it is not too far. We get along well. They live in the area.

CHAIRPERSON: The testimony which you have given that this person who killed him was or the person who saw him
being killed, who did you say it was?

MRS KUHLANE: I would say that it was the woman who came to our house to tell us?

CHAIRPERSON: Who is she?

MRS KUHLANE: That is the mother of the Mafu home. I do not know what her names are, because when we call her
we call here Mama Nenye.

CHAIRPERSON: Is she still alive?

MRS KUHLANE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any other questions. We would like to thank both of you. You have related a very tragic
story before this Commission. We would like, if it is at all possible, to obtain the name of this woman whom you have
referred to so that this Commission can contact her in its quest for the truth. We have a statement before us from
Ntsikelelo Botha which we are now going to attend to and give him the opportunity to reply to the allegations which you
have made in your testimony. We would like to ask you to take up your seats again.

------------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to swear in Ntombomzi Makafe.

NTOMBOMZI MAKAFE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: How old are you Ntombomzi?

MS MAKAFE: I am 20 years old.

CHAIRMAN: I thought you were 12 years old. We will ask Ms Tiny Maya to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Ntombomzi, I would like to greet you. You are 20 years today in 1997. You are
going to tell us about your story that happened in 1986. How old were you then?

MS MAKAFE: Ii was 11 years old.

MS MAYA: In your statement you said you were shot while playing with your friends in the backyard at home, what
happened?

MS MAKAFE: We were playing together with my friends. While we were playing, we heard a gunshot. I fell down and
I lost consciousness, I woke up the next morning, I was in Port Elizabeth in hospital. I stayed for a month in hospital in
Port Elizabeth. I was then discharged. I was transferred here in Grahamstown, I stayed for a week here in Grahamstown.

M MAYA: How were you injured?

MS MAKAFE: I was injured in my stomach.

MS MAYA: Were you operated in hospital?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, I was operated.

MS MAYA: Were there any bullets taken out of your body?

MS MAKAFE: Yes.

MS MAYA: You were still at school, what standard were you?

MS MAKAFE: I was in sub B.



MS MAYA: Did you manage to go back to school?

MS MAKAFE: No, I did not because my leg got injured.

MS MAYA: When did you go back to school if you did?

MS MAKAFE: I don't remember.

MS MAYA: But you continued with your studies?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: How is your state of health now? Did you fully recover?

MS MAKAFE: No, because if the weather is bad my leg, I feel pain in my leg.

MS MAYA: Do you know what was happening in the township when you got shot?

MS MAKAFE: No, I don't know.

MS MAYA: You were shot while you were playing?

MS MAKAFE: Yes.

MS MAYA; Do you know the person who shot you?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, I know him.

MS MAYA: Who is he?

MS MAKAFE: It was Mpukumpuku.

MS MAYA: Is Mpukumpuku Mr Khadi?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, it was Mr Khadi.

MS MAYA: Was Mpukumpuku charged for shooting you?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, he was arrested because we used to go to court. We went to court twice after that, we heard that he

has passed away.

MS MAYA: Do you know whether you were shot at the same day with these children that were referred to here before?

MS MAKAFE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you shot at that same day?

MS MAKAFE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What would you like the Commission to do for you? By coming here today, what would you like us to do
for you?

MS MAKAFE: I would like to be helped.

MS MAYA: How? Do you still need to go to other Doctors for medical treatment?



MS MAKAFE: Yes, because my leg is not functioning well.

MS MAYA: In which standard were you?

MS MAKAFE: I stopped while I was doing standard 5.

MS MAYA: Do you want to go back to school?

MS MAKAFE: Yes.

MS MAYA: We will come back to you, we will give you a chance to think. I will now hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear mr Ntombomzi? Can you hear me?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: You were only 11 years old, what did you know about the political situation at that time?

MS MAKAFE: I knew nothing about politics at that time.

MS CRICHTON: All right. And then you mentioned that there was somebody by the name of Lindelwa, was she
playing with you that day?

MS MAKAFE: No, Lindelwa is my mother.

MS CRICHTON: I've got one more question for you. In your statement is says that the police claimed that the victim
was shooting. Did you have a gun?

MS MAKAFE: No, I did not have a gun.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, that is all I wanted to ask you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntombomzi, where you were playing did you see a toyi-toyi?

MS MAKAFE: No, we did not see any toyi-toyi.

CHAIRPERSON: How many children were shot that day?

MS MAKAFE; We were three. One of us passed away.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know the name of the child that passed away?

MS MAKAFE: Yes, it was Nontle Koliti.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Ntombomzi, you have already heard the testimony presented by the gentleman who were here
before you.

You have already heard that we will meet with them again, we will also meet with the authorities, we will try to
investigate accordingly about this matter. We thank you for coming here to give your testimony to the Commission.

We hope that your requests will be attended to. We will report them to those who are in authority. Thank you.

--------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, I would like to greet you this afternoon and I would now like to swear in the following
witnesses. I would like Tembeka Nocawe Maki to stand.

TEMBEKA NOCAWE MAKI: (sworn states)

NKOSIYABO DAVID NGIDLA: (sworn states)

ENOCH MALI: (sworn states)

XOLOKHAZI DANSTER: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much Chairperson, they have been sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Let us start with Tembeka Nocawe Maki. On the 21st of September 1989, is
that date correct?

MS MAKI: Yes, it is.

ADV SANDI: You say that you were shot in the hand, leg and thigh. Which leg were you shot in, was it the left of the
right one?

MS MAKI: The left leg.

ADV SANDI: Which thigh?

MS MAKI: The left thigh as well.

ADV SANDI: Could you please tell us who shot you, who you were with at the time of the shooting and what the

context was at the time?

MS MAKI: Where we were, there was a toyi-toyi at the taxi rank. We heard shots and I fell and had a blackout. The



police, Municipal police, took me and threw me in a police van and went to drop me at the old clinic office.

ADV SANDI: The municipal police, are these known as the Amangundwana?

MS MAKI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How old were you at the time?

MS MAKI: I was 17 years old.

ADV SANDI: Were you a student?

MS MAKI: Yes, I was a student.

ADV SANDI: And you say that you were shot, did an ambulance arrive at the scene?

MS MAKI; It arrived when I was at their office.

ADV SANDI: Did they take you to their office after you had been shot?

MS MAKI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What happened there?

MS MAKI: I sat there while I was in pain and there was a lady from the Mavuso family who phoned an ambulance and
it came to fetch me. I was taken to the Provincial Hospital and my parents were called to sign the release forms for me
to be transferred to Frere Hospital in East London and that was where it was found that I had this bullet in my leg.

Two Coloured police women kept guard over me. The one would come in from seven in the morning to seven in the
evening and the other one would come in from seven in the evening to seven in the morning. And on the 29th of
September, I was taken and held in the cells in East London, the police cells.

The police in East London sent a paper and the police came to fetch me on the 1st of October from the cells in East
London.

ADV SANDI: Which date and what was your state when you were taken to the cells?

MS MAKI: My leg was still swollen after the operation.

ADV SANDI: Did you tell them that you were still in pain?

MS MAKI: I did tell them.

ADV SANDI: What did they say?

MS MAKI: They did not say anything, they did not pay any attention to me.

ADV SANDI: Did you appear in a court of law and was anyone charged?

MS MAKI: I was charged with public violence for stoning a casper. Who I remember were Kramkram, Nosiqova and
Nozaki.

ADV SANDI: Do you know Kramkram's full names and also Nosiqova's full names?

MS MAKI: No, I know their nicknames.



ADV SANDI: Do you still see them in the community, do they still live there?

MS MAKI: I live in another area.

ADV SANDI: What happened at court?

MS MAKI: I was taken to court and charged and I was released on R100-00 bail. The case was postponed several times.
My mother eventually took me to hospital on my one court date and it was found that this leg was still swollen. We
went to the Prosecutor and told the Prosecutor that the matter had to be postponed.

ADV SANDI: Was the matter eventually withdrawn?

MS MAKI: Yes, it was eventually withdrawn in July 1990.

ADV SANDI: Was anyone arrested in connection with the shooting incident?

MS MAKI: No.

ADV SANDI: Who were they, as far as you know?

MS MAKI: I was told that it was Mthetheleli Nazo.

ADV SANDI: Was he also a policeman?

MS MAKI: At the time he shot at me, he was a Amangundwana, a municipal policeman. One of the people that was
toyi-toying with me, told me that.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember what happened with Mthetheleli and could you tell us? You said that you would like
an investigation into why Mthetheleli Nazo was never charged.

MS MAKI: That is correct.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember any other requests that you would like made?

MS MAKI: No.

ADV SANDI: Do you have anything that you would like to ask this Commission now? Is that all you would like to say?
Are you at school?

MS MAKI: No, I am not at school any more, because when the weather is bad, this leg swells up. All these parts where
I had been shot, swell up.

ADV SANDI: What standard were you when you dropped out of school?

MS MAKI: Standard 7.

ADV SANDI: Why did you drop out?

MS MAKI: Because I was in pain.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Tembeka Maki. Let us now go to Mr David Nkosiyabo Ngidla. Mr Ngidla, you were attacked
on the 11th of march 1985?

MR NGIDLA: That is correct.

ADV SANDI: In Fort Beaufort?



MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You were attacked by who, who attacked you?

MR NGIDLA: Spongwazani.

ADV SANDI: What was he?

MR NGIDLA: He was a municipal policeman.

ADV SANDI: Who was he with?

MR NGIDLA: There were five of them. I saw five of them.

ADV SANDI: Were they all municipal policeman?

MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What did they attack you with?

MR NGIDLA: I was on my way to the shop and on my way back I did not see anyone, and it appears as though they
jumped over fences and I just saw them in front of me.

They shone a torch in my face and they were masked. Some of them pointed firearms at me. The other one had a torch
that was shining in my face and then I just stood there and they did what they were going to do to me.

And they struck me on my collarbone and they broke it.

ADV SANDI: Did they say anything while they were attacking you?

MR NGIDLA: No, they did not say anything but I let them assault me and fell down and when they left, I ran around
the nearest corner.

ADV SANDI: You say they were all wearing balaclavas?

MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: The one whom you say you saw and you recognised who was he? Did he also have on a balaclava?

MR NGIDLA: Yes, he was the one that was in front of me that shone the torch in my face.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to hospital after you were assaulted?

MR NGIDLA: Yes, I went to the Matlaqana house and they called Sylvia, a lady who worked at the hospital's son to
take me to hospital in a kombi.

ADV SANDI: Are you still receiving medical treatment from the hospital?

MR NGIDLA: Yes, and I receive medical treatment and I applied for a pension.

ADV SANDI: Have you received a pension yet?

MR NGIDLA: No, my documents got lost at some stage and I haven't since heard anything.

ADV SANDI: When did you apply for a pension?



MR NGIDLA: I applied last year.

ADV SANDI: Was anyone ever arrested for this? Did you ever go to the police to lay a charge?

MR NGIDLA: The investigators came to me at the hospital and I told them.

ADV SANDI: Were they taken to court for that?

MR NGIDLA: No, nothing came of it.

ADV SANDI: Who did you lay the charge with at the charge office?

MR NGIDLA: No, the investigators took a statement from me while I was in the hospital.

ADV SANDI: Who was the investigator who took your statement?

MR NGIDLA: It was Nkenke and Nzimqa.

ADV SANDI: Are they still in Fort Beaufort?

MR NGIDLA: Yes, they are.

ADV SANDI: Didn't they ever come back to let you know what happened to the case?

MR NGIDLA: No, they did not. I went to an ANC Attorney but he didn't do much for me.

ADV SANDI: What did he do for you?

MR NGIDLA: Not much.

ADV SANDI: Who is he?

MR NGIDLA: Mxoli.

ADV SANDI: Is he also in Fort Beaufort?

MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any request which you would like to make in connection with this matter?

MR NGIDLA: Well, I am unemployed and I am unable to work.

ADV SANDI; Is that all you would like to say?

MR NGIDLA: They said that - after the assault when - after my assault I ran to the one yard and after that they assaulted
somebody else, gorged out his eyes and left him there for dead.

ADV SANDI: Who was that?

MR NGIDLA: They say he was Monelwya.

ADV SANDI: Monelwya who?

MR NGIDLA: I don't know his surname.

ADV SANDI: Are his relatives still in Fort Beaufort?



MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is that all that you would like to say Mr Ngidla?

MR NGIDLA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Ngidla. Mr Mali, you are here to talk about yourself?

MR MALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: About what happened to you on the 7th of February 1987?

MR MALI: That's right, yes.

ADV SANDI: What happened to you sir, on this day?

MR MALI: On the 7th of February 1987 I went to visit another township. I came back at about half past five. When I
arrived at home, my brother from King William's Town was at home.

We were drinking coffee at the time and we were having supper. Two boys came, they went through our yard. I greeted
them and then they left through the back yard.

We went outside with my brother, we sat outside in the yard. From my gate to the house it is about 15 metres. At about
half past seven to quarter to eight, it was a nice weather, we were talking, chanting with my brother, we saw that there
were people coming wearing light caps.

My younger brothers were there at the time together with their friends, we were sitting outside. When they were passing
through my gate, one of them said this is the house, this is the house. I said to these men, don't stand up, I am the owner
of this yard, I want to see where this Amangundwana are going.

ADV SANDI: Are these the municipality police?

MR MALI: Yes, they were the municipality police, there were three of them, together with certain, some young men.

ADV SANDI: Did you notice who these municipality police were?

MR MALI: I found out who they were after they shot me. I was given their names by the people who knew them,
because I did not know the people from Fort Beaufort. What happened is that they went in the yard.

We looked at them, I told the people whom I was sitting with not to do anything, I told them I would ask them one

question. They went through the gate. One of them went next to the toilet, he had a gun with him.

The second one went to another corner. They shot, one stood next to another corner.

ADV SANDI: Did they have rifles?

MR MALI: Two of them had rifles, the other one had a 9 mm, they short man. I asked them who are you looking for. I
asked them three times, they did not answer me. The other one, said stop pointing a gun to me.

I told them, I asked them who they were looking for and then I said to them, take whoever you want. They did not say
anything. There is a fence in my backyard. I went on the other side of the fence, I told them to leave my yard because
they have no right to come in my yard and to point guns at people.

I told them that is against the law.



ADV SANDI: One of them ended up shooting you?

MR MALI: Yes, the one who was at the back, because I chased away the two. I went to Selma Yoyo, he had a cigarette
in his mouth, I took out that cigarette. I didn't want to hit them at the time, you had to be tricky.

They were tricky, you had to use your mind in dealing with them. I knew that these people were coming for me. ADV
SANDI: Were you shot by Yoyo?

MR MALI: No, I took him out of the gate together with Kekane Mathe. The short one came towards me, luckily one of
my younger brothers' friends Rangule managed to come to stand next to me. He is studying in Cape College.

I told this people to go out of the gate, I took out a knife, then pulled it out and pointed it at my head and pointed it
down and fired a shot and it struck me in my hip

and in ten seconds, my shoe was filled with blood.

ADV SANDI: How many times did he shoot you?

MR MALI: He shot me once and then he ran and the ones on the outside were shooting into the air because my daughter
came running out of the house when she heard the shots.

And these gentlemen, she came out of the house wanting to know what's happened and these gentlemen that I was with,
scattered and I stood there alone. And then another brother came and they went home.

ADV SANDI: Mr Mali, excuse me the car in which you were taken to hospital, whose car was it?

MR MALI: It was a car belonging to the Chawe clan family and my brother went to one of the neighbours and got him
to take me.

ADV SANDI: Before this incident took place, did anything else happen? Did you ever have an argument with the
person who shot you, was there an argument between your family and his?

MR MALI: Up to this day, I don't know why those people shot me because they ran away that day and up to this day, I
don't know where they are.

ADV SANDI: did you go and make a statement at the police?

MR MALI: I was admitted to hospital - at about half past nine these police, the people, senior police officers came, they
had on shorts and vests, it is not clear whether they were bullet proof vests or not, they knew that I was the organiser of
the workers at that stage.

What happened was these people then came in and said to the Doctor, we want this man. I looked at them and said I am
not talking to you. I was taken to a single ward because

of my nerves. What happened was I stayed there the Sunday and my family came to see me and at about half past two
the investigators came, Deon Ferreira and this Makalima.

ADV SANDI: Were they conducting the investigation?

MR MALI: Yes, they came to ask about this. At court I was told to go on the 26th of February after I had been shot on
the 7th of February, I went there and sat there all day and I wasn't called.

Then I wanted to know what was happening because nobody is paying any attention to me, they said it had been
postponed until the 21st of March. It was postponed again to April and in April the same thing was done, it was
postponed to April, the 27th.



ADV SANDI: And all these times, your name was not called?

MR MALI: No, I saw this guy who had shot me, once and he was put in another corner because they used the system
where he was told that he shouldn't see me.

ADV SANDI: Who put him into that corner, who told him to sit elsewhere?

MR MALI: I just want to point out that these people would get into these caspers, disguised with balaclavas solely for
the purpose of harassing people and hurting people.

In May when I went back to court, I got there and found a slim, young man, I don't know if he was the Prosecutor. I said
to him, listen I've been here long, what about my case and he said, what happened to you? I said no this is the fourth
time I've been here, I said, no this is the fourth time that I've come here.

And this gentleman never answered me and he said, look I will ask these gentlemen. They have an office around the

corner and they went around the corner and eventually I went to them and wanted to know what have you decided and
they said the man who shot you, has shot himself.

ADV SANDI: Who is he?

MR MALI: He was Niki Nzima. When I heard in May, I found out that he had gone off and committed suicide by
shooting himself, but he lived in another location. Then I said, no look, what about my blood because I don't even know
why I was shot.

And I am now going to an Attorney and I went to Dullab and he came to me after I was discharged from hospital on the
17th of February. He was with Jack February. Dullab is an Attorney from Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: What did you and Dullab decide?

MR MALI: He said that he was going to try and conduct this matter as far as he could. We then found that the matter
wasn't getting anywhere.

On the 13th of January 1989 I came to Grahamstown and I found Dullab sitting there. I asked him what happened and
he said no, he got a letter from investigating officers saying that no such person ever existed. I said to him, look don't
pretend that you can't think.

Everyone in Fort Beaufort knows what happened to me, how can you agree with something that you don't know about?
And he said that he was going to take the matter to the civil court, but I should pay him R250-00.

I said look, take this matter to the civil court because I am going to hate this person for the rest of my life and so are my
children. And he seems to be targeting people that aren't very educated.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi, excuse me for a moment. There are

certain people who do not have earphones, because there are people who are making use of earphones without really
needing them, because they understand Xhoza. Perhaps they didn't hear me this morning, but I am appealing to people
who understand Xhoza not to make use of the earphones and in stead make them available to people who don't
understand Xhoza.

Could the logistics officer please stand? I would like everyone who understand Xhoza, to please give her the
headphones. And those people who do not understand Xhoza, could they go to the room over there and get earphones?

I am sorry to disturb you, but I am noticing that a number of people are just sitting here and they cannot hear what is
taking place because they don't have earphones.



Thank you very much, Ntsiki, could you bring your witness to an end?

ADV SANDI: Yes. Mr Mali, let us round off now. There is a request which you made in your statement asking for an
investigation to be launched into exactly what happened.

MR MALI: Yes, please. The municipal police, we know who they are, they were criminals who were recruited and
dressed in the green uniform or the blue overalls, they had no education and they were given firearms.

That is a bit problem which we had because these people are still there now and even at this point in time, these people
are still given high posts. So, we still have that problem.

ADV SANDI: Is there any other request which you would like to make?

MR MALI: I don't know what else the Commission can do, but I would definitely like to know why I was shot. I cannot

just reconcile or forgive without knowing. Because we still live with these people. My child is still going to grow up and
know about these atrocities that took place because one can forgive, but you cannot necessarily forget.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Mali. Mrs Danster, we have made a mistake when we took your oath, we
mentioned a wrong name.

XOLOKHAZI DANSTER: (sworn states)

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Danster, you are here to talk about Nceba Danster, what is your
relationship to him?

MS DANSTER: Nceba Danster is my brother's son.

ADV SANDI: How old was he at the time?

MS DANSTER: He was born in 1948.

ADV SANDI: You said that he was shot, can you please tell us what was happening?

MS DANSTER: Nceba was shot on the 7th of May 1986. I was at work at the time. I was working in the Lukhanyo Day
Centre. It was after lunch, I've just washed dishes.

I went out. I saw people looking at the direction of my house, I then went out. I went in to tell the co-workers that I was
going to be back, I just wanted to go and see what was going on.

When I was on my way there, people were looking at me as if they knew that something happened. When I was about to
reach my home, Nomsa Reysman came to me together with Sbongile Yantolo and Nomfundo Gabashe. They were
coming from the street of my home.

They were coming towards me. When I was passing them, they said that we shot Nceba Danster dead. I did not answer
them. I saw my mother sitting outside, calling Nceba,

because she could not walk.

Nceba used to go at home to look after my mother because she was over 80 years old. My mother just heard gunshots
and she called out for Nceba. She was sitting outside because if the teargas was dispersed, Nceba used to come and go
home and take my mother inside the house because she could not walk at that time.

I heard that my mother was calling for Nceba and I couldn't see where Nceba was. At the house that he used to visit, the
door was closed. I went through the yard, I then went to the backyard, Nceba was alone. He was red with blood.



He was wandering around. I went to Mr Nazo's house, but he was not there. I found out that he went to Nondulu to try
to a car. I tried to take Nceba and I put him in the chair. I was then covered with blood.

Mr Nondulu together with other people who were coming to help, they came. Mr Nazo said that here is a car, Makazi,
because people referred to me as Makazi.

I told them that we must take him to Alice because if we are going to take him to that hospital, the police will go ad
arrest him.

ADV SANDI: Were you going to take him to Victoria Hospital?

MS DANSTER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did you manage to get there?

MS DANSTER: When we were on our way to Victoria Hospital, there is a village called Mxenge. He then passed away
on our way to the hospital. After that, one young man who was with us said to me, it looks as if he has passed away.

I then became unconscious, I woke up in the hospital.

The nurses then told me that they will call the investigators because Nceba had already passed away.

If I remember well, one investigator Memani came. They took his body. I then said to Mr Memani we are not going to
go there and report because if we are going to report this case, we are going to be arrested. I requested him to go and
report this case himself.

And I also asked him to phone my brother who was an investigator in Port Elizabeth to inform him about this. We then
went home, we left Nceba in Alice. Mr Memani then went to give a statement, he then said that when he arrived Nomsa
and her friends were there and they were saying that they killed him.

They were not aware that he was already dead, they thought that they just injured him.

ADV SANDI: What is the relationship between Nomsa and Nceba?

MS DANSTER: Nomsa was one of the Amangundwana and Nceba was a member of ANC Youth League.

ADV SANDI: How was the funeral?

MS DANSTER: We were told to bury him on Wednesday. My brother from Port Elizabeth said that that is not going to
happen, we are going to bury him on Saturday.

We were told that only 200 people are allowed and we told them that we have relatives and friends, so I told them that
they cannot only allow just 200 people.

My brother then told them that we are not going to do that.

ADV SANDI; At the funeral, were you disrupted by the police?

MS DANSTER: No, there was nothing because my brother went

to the Station Commander, telling him that he does not want the police to come and observe the funeral and disrupt the
funeral. They were just there, they were standing in their caspers.

ADV SANDI: Was there any court case opened?

MS DANSTER: Yes, in Port Alfred.



ADV SANDI: Why did this go to Port Alfred?

MS DANSTER: I did not ask, but one investigator Gani came and told us that the case will be conducted in Port Alfred.

ADV SANDI: Who was charged in court?

MS DANSTER: Nomsa Reysman was the one charged, together with Sbongile Yantolo and Nomfundo Gabashe.

ADV SANDI: what was the outcome of the case?

MS DANSTER: Only one witness was allowed to talk, to testify in court. We were then told that we must come back in
the following morning for a sentence.

At about past eleven the following day, Gani came to me at work. He said that they were not found guilty. I then said to
him, the reason for them not to be found guilty is that they are working for the Government.

Because Nceba was not doing anything, he was in the yard, they shot him in the yard.

ADV SANDI: Is Mr Gani an investigator responsible for this case?

MS DANSTER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where is Nomsa Reysman now?

MS DANSTER: Nomsa Reysman was killed in Mossel Bay.

ADV SANDI: Who killed her?

MS DANSTER: She was killed by her boyfriend.

ADV SANDI: Where is Sbongile?

MS DANSTER: Sbongile burnt herself.

ADV SANDI: Did she die?

MS DANSTER: Yes, she died.

ADV SANDI: Nomfundu Gabashe?

MS DANSTER: Nomfundu Gabashe is still around.

ADV SANDI: Is she the only one who is still alive?

MS DANSTER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests Mrs Danster concerning this matter?

MS DANSTER: The request we have as the family, Danster family, is that Nceba was working for his mother. His
mother does not have a husband. His got two children who is still attending school.

Both of them have completed their matric but they cannot further their studies because no one is supporting them.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Danster. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

MS DANSTER: I would like the Truth Commission to assist us especially my sister because Nceba was supporting her.



ADV SANDI: Who is your sister?

MS DANSTER: Nceba's mother.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Ma'am. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REVD XUNDU: Chairperson, I would like to ask these people if any attempts were made by the community to
reconcile the people because it is quite clear that these people reside there? What can be done to reconcile you people
and bring about harmony?

MS DANSTER: We greet each other, we talk to each other, and their parents as well. We don't bear any grudges against
each other, there is no ill feeling.

CHAIRPERSON: Enoch Mali, you said that you were the

organiser of the workers. Of which Trade Union was that?

MR MALI: It was known as SAWU at the time and I was part of the residential committee of the UDF at the time.

In 1987 I was on the residential committee of the UDF. That is all for now.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you. We thank the four of you, Nocawe Maki, Nkosiyabo Ngidla, Enoch Mali and you also
Mrs Danster.

We thank you for your testimony. I do not know why people said that, called the municipal police Amangundwana, but
it is quite clear that the damage done by them is quite extensive.

These mine rats may appear very small, but their damage can be rather extensive. We have the hope that by bringing
your testimony before this Commission and before the nation, that you would have made a contribution towards
ensuring that never again, will there be two legged mine rats walking around in our communities.

Because the community of Grahamstown and Fort Beaufort and others have been affected by these municipal police.
We thank you for the contributions which you have made and also the requests which you have made. Our work is to
compile a report, consisting of all these requests after having investigated them and thereafter we will submit the report
to the President of this country.

The President of this country will then sit down and see how to respond to these requests, which can be done and which
cannot be done. Our work is basically to put it in his hands. We thank you for having come to us and testifying before
us. We ask you to take your seats now.

Goodbye Mr Mali.

--------------------
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MCEBISI MANJATI: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Chairperson I will lead him with questions. Mcebisi you are from Alicedale?

MR MANJATI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us briefly about what happened to you as you gave us your statement.

MR MANJATI: Firstly in 1984 AYCO, COSAS organisations were formed. There was a situation - there was an
incident that happened in 1985 on the 26th of April. The comrade the lady before me just mentioned was killed on that
day. It was very difficult, especially for the youth.

REV XUNDU: What was COSAS?

MR MANJATI: COSAS was an organisation fighting for students' rights.

REV XUNDU: What about Alice Youth Congress?

MR MANJATI: It was AYCO, Alicedale Youth Congress, I was one of the members.

REV XUNDU: AYCO, was it a part of UDF?

MR MANJATI: Yes I can say so because UDF was an organisation where all youth congresses belonged.

REV XUNDU: Do you say that because of this you were harassed by the police until they detained you?

MR MANJATI: Yes that is so.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us what happened when you were

detained.

MR MANJATI: When I was detained on the 15th of September, it was about 11 at night. Constable Nzanze, the one
who was mentioned before, together with Meyer and Enoch Kumayi came to my house to pick me up. I tried to escape.
They did not even give me a chance to wear my clothes. They arrested me wearing my underwear. They did not ask me
anything. They did not ask me in which organisation I belonged to. We were assaulted together with other comrades.
There was one comrade by the name of Kilyeta Nyomakazi, they wanted to shoot him. After that they put us in prison.

REV XUNDU: Were you charged for anything?



MR MANJATI: They did not even asked us what organisations we belonged to, but because they knew that I was a
member of COSAS and AYCO they arrested me.

REV XUNDU: Was it the usual thing, a normal thing that the police would come and pick up people and assault them?

MR MANJATI: Yes I can say so, because in Alicedale the police were not capable of handling people.

REV XUNDU: Was there any law protecting people?

MR MANJATI: No.

REV XUNDU: Your statement said that you were assaulted and you were not charged with anything. What are your
requests, what can we do for you as the Commission?

MR MANJATI: Firstly what I want to request from the Commission is that at the time it was very difficult for us to go
to school. One person who helped me, it was Miss Priscilla Hall working for the Black Sash. Today I have no future. I
have my matric but I cannot continue with my education, I cannot further my education.

REV XUNDU: What would you like to do?

MR MANJATI: I want to help the community. I want to help everybody in the community.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us do you want to be a nurse or a teacher?

MR MANJATI: I don't want to be a teacher. I want to do a personnel management course.

REV XUNDU: What else would you like to add?

MR MANJATI: I would like Mr Nzanze and Meyer, together with the station commander of Alicedale, I would like
them to come to the Commission to explain what happened.

REV XUNDU: Except for that what advice would you give the government so that such incidents will not happen
again?

MR MANJATI: What I can advise the government is that all the policemen are to be removed from the government.
The police have to be re-trained because the past police were not able to handle people properly. I would like the police
to be trained again so that they can protect people.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I will hand over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. You mentioned that the police have to be re-trained so that they can behave well.
Do I hear you clearly when you say that this is happening even today?

MR MANJATI: Yes because the police who were harassing us in the past are in top positions today.

MR SANDI: Won't it be wise to train the police who are already policeman to give them proper training?

MR MANJATI: Not all of them were involved in these cases, but what I am saying is I don't agree with the policemen
who harassed people. I don't want them to be in the police

force again.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.



CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Manjati, when the police arrested you how long did you stay there?

MR MANJATI: In Alicedale I stayed for three weeks and they transferred me to Weinick, I think I stayed for six
months, two weeks.

MS MAYA: You said that you did not go to a doctor, how were you injured?

MR MANJATI: My head was injured because I was beaten by the batons. I had bruises all over. I had pellets in my
body at that time when I arrived in Weinick. I couldn't even study clearly. I didn't have a clear memory. I went to one
doctor, Dr Gough in Weinick. He said that the reasons for my dizziness is that what happened to me. It's because of the
teargas and the teargas affected my eyes and I can't see clearly. He did not give me any medicine. One of the police gave
me the first aid.

MS MAYA: Do you know this policeman?

MR MANJATI: I don't know his surname but I can identify him.

MS MAYA: Do you think that you still need medical treatment?

MR MANJATI: Yes, especially concerning my memory, I don't have a good memory, I can't study.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Rev Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Lastly, I want to know that would you like us to help you with your medical treatment because you are
not working, when you go to the doctors in Port Elizabeth you

use your own money, would you like us to help you in that?

MR MANJATI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Did you apply for a pension?

MR MANJATI: No I did not, because at that time Miss Priscilla Hall tried to help us to take us to the doctor in Korsten.

REV XUNDU: Do you think that you need a pension?

MR MANJATI: No I don't need a pension. The reason for this is that I am still very young. The money that I would get
from a pension would not satisfy me.

REV XUNDU: The pension maybe will help you to go to a doctor, if there is a need for you to go to Port Elizabeth you
can do that.

MR MANJATI: What I can say is that getting a pension will be a last resort because I don't see my future being bright if
I would get a pension.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Manjati just two questions. The one relating to your illness. In the statement in front of me I see
that you say that you suffer from asthma and kidney failure, are you on treatment for the kidney failure?

MR MANJATI: Mr Chairperson I do suffer from asthma and kidney failure, even today. I am sick, I am not well. I went
to one doctor because I was suffering from cold.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. The second question is, to go back to when you were assaulted when you were arrested,



am I to understand that you were not asked questions as such, you were simply assaulted? They were not trying to find
out anything from you, you were a leader and they were simply assaulting because you were a leader.

MR MANJATI: What they said to me is that this boy, comrade Oliver Tambo who is influencing us will not be a leader
us

in this country. That is the only thing they said to me when I was coming from Patterson.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mcebisi how old were you at the time of this incident?

MR MANJATI: I was 18 years old. I was born in 1967.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mcebisi. You have reminded us about the activities of COSAS and the struggle that was
fought by the students. Most of them died and most of them got injured, as you have already mentioned. You've also
reminded us about the state of emergency because you were arrested under the state of emergency. We hope that those
who were responsible for declaring the state of emergency, we hope that they are listening as you are talking. One day
they will come forward and ask for forgiveness.

You have also reminded us that those days were dark days to many people who were fighting for liberation. There were
White people who were caring for us, there were very few, but today you have reminded us by mentioning Miss
Priscilla Hall from Black Sash, you mentioned that she's the one who helped you. You are reminding us that there were
people although there were few, that these people took care of you. It is very difficult today to find people who
supported apartheid. All of the people are against apartheid today, but we thank that people like Priscilla Hall at the past
time they showed solidarity to people like you. We thank you for mentioning her name in your testimony. We hope that
she's listening. We want to pay our warmest tribute to her and to people like her that at that time they were amongst the
privileged people but they identified themselves with the oppressed people.

We thank you for your requests. They show that you are an intelligent, bright young man. You didn't want to depend on
the pension, you wanted to work for your future. Thank you, you may sit down.

---------------
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REV XUNDU: Nongazi Lillian Mata, please stand up.

NONGAZI LILLIAN MATA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Sicelo Raymond "Silombo" Tile, please stand up.

MR TOYI: I am Velisile Toyi.

REV XUNDU: Please stand up.

VELISILE LOPY TOYI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Reverend. We will ask Mr Ntsiki Sandi to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let us begin with Mrs Nongazi Lillian Mata. You made a request, Mam, to
appear in front of the Commission to talk about your child who was shot in 1985. He was shot in Joza township. What is
her name. Is she Hombakazi Matiwane. Can you explain, Mam, without me interrupting you, telling us what happened.

MRS MATA: Hombakazi left home and she went to church. When she arrived there, there was nobody. All the people
went to the funeral. She went to Joza and she passed, she went to her aunties house and then from there she went to the
stadium looking for her cousin so that they can go together to the funeral. She then got shot when they were coming
from the funeral. They were from the stadium. I do not know what happened because I was not Joza at that time, but
they were shot before reaching the graveyard. It was on Sunday, this funeral was on Sunday.

ADV SANDI: Who shot Hombakazi, did you hear the person's name who shot your daughter, who shot Hombakazi?

MRS MATA: I do not know who shot her because I was not there.

ADV SANDI: How old was Hombakazi at the time?

MRS MATA: She was 15 years old.

ADV SANDI: Was she attending school?



MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: In which standard was she?

MRS MATA: She was doing standard three.

ADV SANDI: Was she a member of COSAS or any other student organisation?

MRS MATA: Yes, she was a student at the time when these organisations were formed.

ADV SANDI: Did you, was there any court case?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were you represented by an attorney?

MRS MATA: I am not sure about his name, but it is de la Ham.

ADV SANDI: Is it Mr de La Haper?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What happened in court?

MRS MATA: The case continued and we were told that the case was withdrawn. We were then informed that we will
receive letters, but up until today we did not receive any letter.

ADV SANDI: Your child was shot together with Buli in the coloured area?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did you meet with Mr de la Haper after this?

MRS MATA: No, but he said that he will come back to us. I did not have an interpreter, but the coloured woman told
me that the case was withdrawn, but we have to wait for letters.

ADV SANDI: You did not receive these letters even today?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were you affected in your health because of this incident?

MRS MATA: Can you please repeat.

ADV SANDI: Your health, was it affected by this incident?

MRS MATA: Yes, I was affected. My child's father suffered after his death, I also suffered. I am not well, because I was
well before this incident, but not, but now I am not well.

ADV SANDI: Do you receive any medical treatment?

MRS MATA: Yes, I do receive a treatment from the clinic.

ADV SANDI: What is this treatment?

MRS MATA: They say I am suffering from a high blood pressure.



ADV SANDI: By coming here in this Commission, Mrs Mata, do you have a request?

MRS MATA: What kind of request, Sir?

ADV SANDI: Do you have anything to say to this Commission, do you have any expectations?

MS MAYA: What kind of expectations?

ADV SANDI: In your statement when you were asked this question you responded by saying you want the funeral
expenses to be covered. Do you remember that?

MRS MATA: Yes, if that is possible.

ADV SANDI: You also want a pension fund?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You also requested a community reparation. Do you remember this?

MRS MATA: Can you please repeat.

ADV SANDI: You made a request when you were giving your statement, a request that you would like the children
who were injured in this way, in the way which Hombakazi got injured, you want their names to be recorded. Do you
remember that?

MRS MATA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have anything else to add to your requests?

MRS MATA: No, I have nothing to add.

ADV SANDI: Is that all, Mrs Mata?

MRS MATA: Yes, that is all. I have nothing to add.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Mata. Let us now go to Mr Toyi. Mr Toyi, you were not shot on that day, but people like
Hombakazi died as a result of this they cannot come here today to tell us what happened. Can you please tell us, briefly,
what happened on this day, Mr Toyi.

MR TOYI: Thank you Mr Sandi and the panel. On the fourth of April 1985 we attended a funeral, Tamsane Stevens
funeral, this was held in JD Lebu stadium. When we left the stadium on our way to the graveyard, when we were about
to reach Joza township we found four policemen, one of them is Diliza, who is Mrs Nana. Mrs Nana was one of the
councillors.

ADV SANDI: You were passing Mrs Nana's house.

MR TOYI: When we were passing this house I was holding my friend's hand. The police shot us, at us, we ran away.
When I was about to reach a corner I was shot in my back and I fell down, but I managed to go to one yard, but Dunjwa
came in. I was lying down at the time, he was shooting at us. I managed to go through the door. Diliza came with a gun.
He broke the window with the back of the rifle. I told him to break all the windows. He insulted me and he put a gun in
my neck. I stopped talking. After a while a casspir came, after a Casspir and then an ambulance came. I was taken to the
hospital.

When I arrived there in the hospital there was one small room. There was a coloured guy sleeping there. He was dead at
the time and one young lady and one police, white policeman. I was taken to the ward. This guy, white guy, took out



hand-cuffs and hand-cuffed me. The nurses asked him why are you hand-cuff, why do you hand-cuff him, because he
cannot run away and he said that it was the Law, He was supposed to hand-cuff me. One coloured man came to guard
me. He would change the hand-cuffs, he would hand-cuff me, my one hand to the, with the bed. I stayed for two weeks
in the hospital. In the third week I was taken to the charge office, but when I was discharged there was a lawyer hired,
Mr B Sandi.

On Monday I was released on bail. I went to visit Mr Sandi. He then transferred me to one lady to give out a statement
to her. This lady told me to consult a doctor in order to get a paper from the doctor, because we were trying to claim.
We then managed to get a doctor. The doctor gave me tablets and some medicine. We then went back to Mr Sandi with
the paper from the doctor. The case then continued. They would postpone the case now and then. If I am not mistaken it
was in September, but I do not remember the date when the case, when we heard that the case was withdrawn.

ADV SANDI: This case, were you accused of anything?

MR TOYI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What were you accused of?

MR TOYI: They said that we stoned Diliza's house.

ADV SANDI: What then happened to the case?

MR TOYI: They told us that we, they will call us again. I waited and waited and I waited for my lawyer to call me.

ADV SANDI: How were you injured?

MR TOYI: I was injured very badly especially in my legs. As I result I have pellets embedded in my body. I would not
like to mention the state of my health because the bullets are all over my body, even in my private parts.

ADV SANDI: Before you got injured what were you doing?

MR TOYI: I was covering, I was in upholstery.

ADV SANDI: Could you continue your work?

MR TOYI: No, I could not. I was unable to continue working because my working as an upholsterer required me to
bend quite often and I suffered back problems.

ADV SANDI: Do you recall which requests you made when you submitted your statement?

MR TOYI: Yes, I remember.

ADV SANDI: Could you just elaborate on them.

MR TOYI: Mr Plaatjie asked me what I would like the Commission to do for me. I did not make any request at the time
I submitted my statement.

ADV SANDI: When asked this question you said that you are now unable to work towards any income for yourself. Is
that a way of making some kind of request?

MR TOYI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Which request is that?

MR TOYI: I would ask that the Commission assist me in any way, even if it is the education of my children, because I
have four children who need to be educated. Some of them have passed their matric and are unable to proceed with their



education.

ADV SANDI: What standard are these children?

MR TOYI: They are, four of them are not at school. The one is at technikon and my wife and mother-in-law help me
with the child and the other one is in matric.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you would like to say, Mr Toyi?

MR TOYI: No that is not all, Mr Sandi. When the case failed in the hands of Mr Sandi I went to the Legal Resource
Centre and they told me to write to the Law Society and state what happened to my matter and they responded, I wrote
to the Law Society after five years and they responded by saying that my file would not be able to be traced after five
years and I then left the matter.

I then came to the Legal Aid Clinic and stated my case and I was assisted by an elderly man who listened to my story
and said, look, we would advise you to just let this case go, because it is an old matter. If it was approximately three
years old you could have had a chance. I said to him, look, if a woman had shot me I would have let the matter be, but a
man shot me and I am going to retaliate if I see him anywhere. From there I tried to deal with this and last year I came
back to the Legal Resource Centre where I met a young man who advised me to go back to the Law Society. I told him
that I had written to the Law Society and he then said I am afraid we will not be able to do anything for you, because the
matter is quite old and I said, look, as men, if you assault me I am going to retaliate at some stage or another in whatever
way. He said to me you will be arrested and I said you will be the witness.

ADV SANDI: Mr Toyi, if I hear you correctly, you are saying in your statement that we would have to go to Mr Sandi
and find out what went wrong in this matter. Is that what you are trying to say?

MR TOYI: No, it is not that I want the matter referred back to Mr Sandi so that they could investigate what went wrong,
I am just saying what happened.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you would like to say here, Mr Toyi?

MR TOYI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Toyi, can you hear me? Earlier in the proceedings today our Commissioner mentioned that we
would be having a hearing later about situations in hospitals that were co-operating with the State. Now, you were hand-
cuffed to your bed and that was an abnormal position to be kept in just as people were made to stand for lengthy periods
or kept in abnormal positions in prison. Who said to you that it was the Law?

MR TOYI: The policeman whom I encountered sitting with the bereaved widow and the coloured lady.

MS CRICHTON: And the nursing staff, did they ever say anything to you about it being the Law?

MR TOYI: No, the nurses did not want me to be hand-cuffed to the bed.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know the name of the doctor who was responsible for your case?

MR TOYI: No, I do not.

MS CRICHTON: Would you recognise him if you saw him?

MR TOYI: I could attempt to recognise him although at the time he was fairly aged. I do not know what he would look
like today.



MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Toyi. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Toyi, how many people died in this incident where the police shot people that day?

MR TOYI: I am aware of two.

CHAIRPERSON: One of them is the daughter of Mrs Mata. Is that so?

MR TOYI: I could agree, because since having heard her testimony.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you see her the day she was shot?

MR TOYI: I saw her in hospital, but she was already deceased at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you all at the same funeral?

MR TOYI: Yes, we were.

CHAIRPERSON: Can we then assume that you agree with Mrs Mata that her daughter was shot in that conflict?

MR TOYI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: And the other two you referred to, what were their names, if you can remember?

MR TOYI: Alistair Godman.

CHAIRPERSON: Alistair Cole.

MR TOYI: Yes, he is the coloured boy who died.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank both of you for your testimony. The requests which you have submitted
before us we will include in our report and relay them to Mr Sandi who was the attorney dealing with your matter at the
time and, even though you have not asked us to go back to him, we will have to enquire in an attempt to establish what
happened, because that is the concept of accountability which is very important in our society today, so that people can
come to terms with these things. We will also go to the hospital which you spoke about and where you say you made a
statement. I will use this forum to say to them that they have heard the allegation made against them with regards to
what happened in that hospital. We thank you. You may be seated.

MR TOYI: Excuse me, Sir, I have a problem. I have been to doctors, not one of them can assist me. They say that these
pellets will remain in my body for life. The pain which I experience is not due to the pellets. Now I have given up on
medical assistance, but I am still very ill. I would like to ask the Commission to assist me with regards to my health.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you, Mr Toyi, for mentioning that to us and listening to your testimony and Mrs Mata's
testimony, even if it is not clear to you, it is clear to her that she is very disturbed and Reverend Xundu who is on my far
left will send people to meet with you and see what kind of assistance can be granted, what kind of urgent interim relief
can be granted to people like yourself who appear before the Commission to put them in contact with doctors until such
time as we have finalised our report and submitted it to the President.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I want to know whether the gentleman is going to testify.

MR MABOLE: I was the one who was together with Tembekile.

REV XUNDU: What is your name?

MR MABOLE: I am Vukele Mabole.

REV XUNDU: Kuku Gladys May, please stand up.

KUKU GLADYS MAY: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

VUKELE MABOLE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you, Mrs May and Mr Mabole. We will hand over to June Crichton to lead you with
questions. We will start with Mrs May.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs May, is my voice clear to you?

MRS MAY: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Right. Are you comfortable there now?

MRS MAY: Yes, I am comfortable.

MS CRICHTON: Right. Mrs May, you are here to speak about Simphiwe and his death. Could you, before you start,
just explain to me what your relationship to Simphiwe was.

MRS MAY: He was my son.

MS CRICHTON: Alright and with you now is Vukele who was

with your son on the day that he died. That is correct.



MRS MAY: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Before we start I want to get the dates correct of the day that this happened, the day of the
demonstration when he was shot in Lingelethu location. Can you tell me what date that was. I have two different dates
here.

MRS MAY: I am not sure about the date.

MS CRICHTON: Alright.

MRS MAY: I cannot remember clearly.

MS CRICHTON: That is alright, we will sort that out. What was the situation in Adelaide at that time, at the end of
1980, in 1989, what was going on?

MRS MAY: There was toyi-toyi all over.

MS CRICHTON: And on this particular day your son and Vukele were on their way back from a toy-toy. Would you
like to tell us what happened or would you like to pass the microphone to Vukele to talk about what happened? What
would you like to do?

MRS MAY: We were together at work and we came back at five, the two of us. He then joined Vukele. Vukele will be
the one who will tell you about what happened in the township. I am going to tell you about what happened at the
police.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, then continue with what you want to say.

MRS MAY: Can you please repeat your question.

MS CRICHTON: When you say you want to tell me about the police, do you mean you want to tell me about
afterwards?

MRS MAY: I was working together with my child. We went to work, on this day the police passed us. They asked me
for supper, they were drunk, I gave them bread, it was after

five. We met them when we were coming from work. Vukele went to his room and took money. Simphiwe went to his
room and took money together with Vukele to buy a candle. At about eight when I heard gunshots, police vans came to
take me to hospital where he was shot. The police took me to the charge office. They told me that my child was shot.
They wanted me to go to hospital. I told them I am not going to go there. The person who shot him was there, but they
did not tell me. I asked them who shot my son. I was told when we were coming back from the hospital by a woman
who was together with me. We went home. Vukele will be the one who will tell you what happened.

MS CRICHTON: I want you to tell me, though, who you were told shot your son.

MRS MAY: The police told me when I was in the charge office. There were white policemen and black policemen
there.

MS CRICHTON: Was there not one specific policeman that you were told that actually shot your son? According to the
statement that I have in front of me this was a relative.

MRS MAY: His name is Mfunquli Nomala.

MS CRICHTON: Is he a relative of your family?

MRS MAY: No, he is not a relative, but our clan name is the same. He is a family of my son.



MS CRICHTON: Before I hand over to Vukele, is there anything more that you want to tell us about the court case and
the funeral?

MRS MAY: The funeral was almost disrupted. The police were chasing people, they were dispersing teargas and they
were beating people. The people were given tickets to attend the funeral. I was inside the house and I heard that there
was

conflict outside. I went out to the Station Commander, I spoke Afrikaans with him telling him that this was not a
concert. They shot my son, they are now giving out tickets. I told them that I want my family to be, to attend the funeral.
I told them not to give people tickets so that everyone can attend the funeral. After the funeral I went to, I was submitted
a statement.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs May, was that a normal practice, to give out tickets for a funeral? Had you heard of it happening
to anybody else in Adelaide?

MRS MAY: It was the first time I saw this.

MS CRICHTON: The case went to court and I understand you were not in the court. What was the outcome of the case?

MRS MAY: The case was heard here. We were given a date. We all went to the police station on that particular day. We
were supposed to be taken by a police van. Botha told me that a police van is not a taxi, I am supposed to go and take a
taxi. I went to the township to look for a taxi, I came here in Grahamstown. The case proceeded, I was not asked
anything. They just took out pictures, the second day they took out the pictures again and the case proceeded. On the
third day they told me to leave. They told me to go back home.

MS CRICHTON: Did you have an Attorney?

MRS MAY: Yes, there was an Attorney, but I have forgotten his name.

MS CRICHTON: Did you have any conversation with him after the court case?

MRS MAY: I did not talk, I did not talk in court, but I went to the Attorney to talk to him and he was there representing
me.

MS CRICHTON: And he did not make any civil claim for you?

MRS MAY: I do not know because I did not hear anything up until today.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything else you wish to say before Vukele speaks, anything that you particularly want the
Commission to look at for you or do for you?

MRS MAY: I would like the Commission to help me, but I do not know what to say.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs May, I feel very saddened by the fact that you are yet another mother who has had to experience
something like this and, perhaps, it will be helpful now for us to hear what Vukele, if Vukele has got anything further to
add to what you have said. Are you happy about that?

MRS MAY: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mabole, would you care to fill in any of the details that Mrs May has left out. Could you, perhaps,
just tell us exactly what happened on that day.

MR MABOLE: On that day, it was on the 28th of August 1987, if I am not mistaken. Simphiwe was my neighbour, we
use to go together all the time. On the day of this incident we were in one of our neighbours house. There is an old
township and a new township. We were staying in the new township. We were separated by a river, these two
townships. When we were in this new township we heard a toy-toy from the old township. When we heard this toy-toy



we decided to go and join the toy-toy, because we knew that we had to be there at that time. When we arrived there we
joined the toy-toy, from the new location to the old location. People were singing freedom songs, we joined the
Comrades. We sang around the old location chanting freedom songs.

There was a police van patrolling. It was not doing anything at that time, it was just patrolling. At about eight, if I
remember clearly, one, we decided to go to our homes before anyone can be injured. When that decision was reached
we went to, back to the new location together with Simphiwe. It was dark at that time. In front of us there was a group
of people, although I did not know who they were. We went back to the new location and this group of people was
leading us. When we were near the bridge a blue Sprinter, a police Sprinter with four police, four white police came to
us. This car had to pass the people in front of us. When the group of people saw this car they ran away, they ran to the
river, crossed the river. When we saw this we did not know, but we saw the police. We also ran away, crossing a river
following these people.

When we were on the other side of the river we looked back. We saw this car, the police opened the door, the car
stopped and they were looking in our direction. We were on the other side of the river. They went into this car and they
went back to the old location. We carried on walking. When we arrived in our new location we went through First
Street, Jonas Street. At that time even those who were in front of us were going back to their homes. We went through
the Jonas Street, through the Makhonxa Street. We were going up the street because we were staying in the other street.
When we were going through the Makhonxa Street a group of people appeared. If am not mistaken, there were three or
four people. They had torches with them. They were carrying torches. They made noise and they were swearing at us
telling us to stop, not to run away. We managed to see that these people were police. One of them

was Mfunquli Nomala, Mxolisi Sijila, the other one, he is a policeman. The other one was not a policeman, Khonzekile
Mkhetshana, he was not a policeman.

When we heard them we ran away, we ran through Makhonxa Street. After a while, while we were running, they were
chasing us. I looked back, I saw that Nomala, Mfunquli Nomala, was the one chasing us. The others I did not see them.
We went through houses in that street, through the back yards trying to hide ourselves. We reached a back street, we
stopped running in front of one house. After a few minutes, Mfunquli Nomala came. When he came he faced us with the
gun in his hand. He was pointing us with the gun. Simphiwe got scared, as I was also scared. He tried to talk to him as
he knew him. He tried to tell him that he was Simphiwe, but at that time Mfunquli did not want to listen although
Simphiwe was pleading for his life, Mfunquli told him to shut up, not to say anything.

MS CRICHTON: Are you saying then that he was shot without any questions being asked? He was just shot simply
because he was running away? Is that what you are telling me?

MR MABOLE: Can you please repeat.

MS CRICHTON: I am just saying they asked no questions, they simply shot Simphiwe?

MR MABOLE: Yes, no questions were asked.

MS CRICHTON: Right. Thank you very much, Vukele, for filling us in with all of that. We have the information about
the court case. At that point, I presume, that you must have escaped yourself, obviously.

MR MABOLE: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much for your testimony and for filling us in, in for us so that we have a very clear
piccture of everything. Thank you. Is there anything else that needs to be said about the court case that Mrs May left
out?

MR MABOLE: No, there is nothing, because his mother is here. What I can say is that this was a pain to me, because as
I was a student at that time, I was doing standard six, this affected me in my school work, because I use to have a picture
of this all the time. As a result, at the end of the year my studies were affected, my results were affected.



MS CRICHTON: Just one last question. I presume that both of you were involved in student organisations. Were you,
in the political organisations?

MR MABOLE: Simphiwe was not at school at the time. As his mother has already said that he was working with her. I
was the one who was still at school.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much, indeed. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I want to summarise the testimony or the evidence that has been given to
us. This shows us what the police, this shows us what the police did. The parents were suffering. Mothers lost their sons,
their young sons. It is true that the police were supposed to be maintaining law, but they were not doing that, they were
killing people. You, Vukele, you have already, you supported what Simphiwe's mother has said, but you have managed
to come here to give us your story so that the people of this country can hear what happened. The Government will not
allow such an incident to happen again. Your testimony will help us a lot. We thank you very much for coming here and
for sharing your story with us, because

you showed us your pain and we can learn from this story. Thank you very much, both of you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank Reverend Xundu. We have two cases left.

------------------------------
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HEARING STARTS WITH AN OPENING HYMN FOLLOWED BY A PRAYER

CHAIRPERSON: We thank the Reverend Mzalo for opening our day with a prayer. We welcome everyone here today,
especially those that are coming to testify before the Commission on this our second day in Grahamstown. I am now
going to hand over to Ms Tiny Maya who is going to announce the order of the day.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Honourable Chairperson, on this our second day here in Grahamstown, Tuesday 8
April 1997 I would like to present to you the list of people who have applied to come and give testimony before the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission about human rights violations. I am going to read it out to you in order of he
victims that are going to appear here.

Today we are dealing with three regions, Canteen on Sea, Port Alfred and Alexandria and Grahamstown. The people
who we have on our list today are 27 but because there were three people left from yesterday we have 23 people in total.
I am going to read the names of the people on our list and start with the names of the person who will be testifying, the
name of victim coming to the violation, the year in which it took place and the area in which the violation took place or
where the person's from.

We've got Nomilile Phillis Tandewi Soya who will be testifying about Mtandamisu Alfred Soya who was murdered in
Grahamstown.

Bulwana Vaaltyn will testify about an attempted murder on himself in Grahamstown in 1980.

Lindele Watson Kolisi will be testifying about the disappearance of Sipho Victor Kolisi in 1985 in Grahamstown.

Nombulelo Ethel Msutu will be testifying about the murder of Mtunzi Pendly Msutu in 1986 in Grahamstown.

Nongazi Lillian Mata will testifying about the murder of Hombakazi Matiwani in Grahamstown in 1985.

Velisile Lopy Toyi will be testifying about an atemped murder on himself in 1985 in Grahamstown.

Telerams Nomba Dilling(?) will be testifying about an attempted murder on himself in 1978 in Grahamstown.

Mphiwisi David Sigcawu will be speaking about torture on himself in 1980 in Canteen On Sea.

Tobile Cecil Godolodashe, he will be testifying about severe treatment on himself in Port Alfred in 1985.

Dideka Grace Mishombo will be testifying about the murder of Ben Mishombo in Port Alfred in 1986.



Ethel Nomalungelo Timba will be testifying about an attempted murder on herself in 1984 in Port Alfred.

Nomalady Nomelumsi Tyuku will be speaking about the murder of Madodana Zolisile Tyuku in Port Alfred in 1985.

Nontobeko Joyce Pikole will be speaking about the attempted murder on Mkuseli Pikole in 1985 in Port Alfred.

At this point is not clear whether Mkuseli Pikole is still alive or not but Nontobeko Joyce Pikole will be coming to
testify about that incident.

Temtem Kushlane(?) will be testifying about he murder of Mtunyani Nkushlane in 1986 in Port Alfred.

Albertina Gobizembe will be testifying about her severe ill treament in 1985 in Port Alfred.

Peggy Nontutuzelo Memani will be speaking her severe ill treatment in 1985 in Port Alfred.

Pretty Mkalipi will be testifying about her severe ill treatment in 1985 in Port Alfred.

Topsy Novakele Tembani will be testifying about the murders of Zonwabele "Pele" Hermans in 1986 in Alexandria and
about Fetze Nomarwayi and Mzimkulu Mkele's murders in 1986 in Alexandria.

Mbulelo Lawrence "Toyo" Peter will be testifying about his sever treatment in 1986 in Alexandria.

The three who remain from yesterday were Chris Mbekela who will be testified about an attempted murder on himself
in 1985 here in Grahamstown.

Kholile Christewe Ntonyeno(?) will be speaking about Miseka Ntonyeno who was murdered here in Grahamstown in
1985.

The last one was Vuyane Richard Bete who will be testifying about his sever ill treatment in 1984 in Grahamstown and
also the murder of Mbuyiselo Ghadi in 1984 here in Grahamstown and about the murder of Anele Bete in 1984 in
Grahamstown. Thank you Chairperson.

With your permission I would like us to start with the three witnesses who remain from yesterday's role.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Ms Maya. Usually when we speak about deceased persons we observe a
moment silence to pay respect towards them and there are nine deceased persons about whom testimony will be heard
today and another one who disappeared and it is not known whether the person is still alive or not, and I will ask that we
all rise as a mark of respect while we read out their names.

We remember Mtantamisa Alfred Soya, Sipho Victor Kolisi, Mtunzi Pendly Msuthu, Hombakazi Matiwane, Ben
Mishombo, Madodana Zolisela Tyuku, Mtenyana Koshlana, Zonowabele "Pele" Hermans, Fetze Nomarwayi, and we
also remember Mzimkulu Mkele. (Short Prayer).

We are going to begin with the three who were supposed to testify yesterday. We call to the fore Chris Mbekela and
Koliwe Christina Tonyela.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson, I would like to swear in these witnesses:

CHRIS MBKELA: (sworn states)

KOLIWE CHRISTINA TONYELA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We are going to hand over to Ntsikelelo Sandi who will lead the witnesses testimony. We will begin
with you Mr Mbekela.

MR SANDI: Mr Mbekela, when we spoke yesterday and also this morning you said that you would speak about two



things. You would tell us what happened to you on the day in question but before doing that you would sketch a picture
of the context in which this incident took place, what the situation was here in Grahamstown and what your role was in
that context. Is that so?

MR MBEKELA: Yes that is correct.

MR SANDI: Let us begin Mr Mbekela. When this incident took place and when the house in which you were sleeping
was set alight and one of the occupants, Miseka Ntonyela died, what would you describe the situation in Grahamstown
as having been at that time?

MR MBEKELA: Thank you honourable Sir and also honourable Chairperson, we could say that it was nothing new to
us all being seated here today. The situation especially in the 1980's, particularly from 1984 onwards was one which was
very unpleasant, where the people of South Africa, especially the youth at that time was fed up with being oppressed.
They just had enough of the people of South Africa having been oppressed. I would say Mr Chairperson that the people
of South Africa were determined to overthrow the government of the day, they did not want the government at that time
and the residential areas of black persons, looking at people who lived around border areas, the border areas were not
residential areas any more, they war more war zones because the soldieres, police and military people who had been
sent on crash courses and were known as Nats here in the location were trained with the objecive of killing people that
lived in the locations and they were deployed to us.

As I have said honourable Committee Members and Commissioners, people were not happy to just sit back and fold
their hands. They picked up whatever they could to defend themselves with but with the objective in mind that South
Africa should be free.

MR SANDI: Was there any organisation within the area which existed at the time, could you just describe it to us if
there was?

MR MBEKELA: There were organisations, there was a residential association known as GRACA, there was another
one which still exists today known as COSAS, there was a womens' league known as the Grahamstown Womens'
League which was part of the ANC Women's League, also the youth organisation known as GRAICO and at that stage
the decision was taken that these organisations be formed and in 1985, since a decision had been taken at a COSAS
conference in 1979 that it is important that a youth organisation be formed known as Youth Congress. The youth who
were not attending school at the time took the initiative and here in Grahamstown a Grahamstown Youth Congress was
formed, but at that time there would be organisations for Grahamstown, P E, East London and so forth.

But because we knew that the battle for South Africa was not a regional battle there was a decision taken that there
should be one organisation formed for the entire country because we were not fighting battles for Grahamstown
individually or individual regions and that's why in 1980 a meeting was held in Durban where the National Youth
Organisation was formed but it was an interim committee.

MR SANDI: We are now talking about the period 1985 and at the time you were a member of the GRAICO
organisation here Grahamstown. Could you just very briefly tell us about that?

MR MBEKELA: At that time Chairperson, I was the chairperson of the Grahamstown Youth Congress. We at that stage
were busy in organising the youth and informing people as to exactly what the people of South Africa wanted, what
kind of freedom we were striving for, because if we could remember correctly Mr Chairperson, the logo of the
Grahamstown Youth Congress was a trend which showed that it did not necessarily mean that the youth did not want to
be educated but it was an indication that we wanted the youth to be educated, that is why we said that in our meetings,
and there was also Pickaxe, where we showed that there are workers amongst the youth as well, and that showed in
which direction we were moving so that they could see what kind of liberation we were fighting for. There was also
within the logo of the Grahamstown Youth Congress, an assegai, which showed that the assegai was a sign that even
when the youth wanted to go for training, the objective was to get rid of the oppressive government, that was why our
slogan was Freedom now and not tomorrow.

MR SANDI: Before we speak about the incident of the 25th of May 1985, were there any problems which you



encountered with regards to the police or the authorities.

MR MBEKELA: Let me put it this way Mr Chairperson, I could say that I was one of the persons who was more
fortunate, I wouldn't regard myself as having been more fortunate than others, I was still very young to have attended
school at an early stage. While others were only at Metutu School at seven years of age, I started school at the age of
five and at some stage I went to Durban and I matriculated in 1981. In 1982 there were problems because even in
Durban I did not just rest on my laurels, I came back here in 1982 and when I got here, I familiarised myself with what
was happening, because people were more politically active and that was the last time I led a stable life Mr Chairperson,
in 1984 because at that stage I wasn't sleeping at home anymore. My parents would testify to that because even when I
got home I wouldn't even sit down and have a meal, I would have a meal on my feet and I'd been all over the country,
Durban, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth where we were mobilising this organisation. There was something else which we
called scuttling, I would refer to that as township terminology which describes when one has to hide and the police
made life unbearable to and extent where they would even break into cars just so that we would be nervous all the time
and where they would take you for interrogation and constantly threaten your life.

I'd like to sketch this very clearly because even when we speak about the spirit of reconciliation we place it in a proper
South African political context. In the same way that I am here today in the situation which I am going to describe, it's
just a pity that one of the police, I think it was WO Strydom, died during the State of Emmergency, I don't know if he
realised that the situation was beyond his control because when he spoke to me during interrogation, he would want to
know when we were going to stop this because they were going to kill us. There was a day, because I even assisted
SAMU which is a workers' union which was led by Phila Nkaye and Tobile Mseleni and the like, and while I was seen
there I was still very young. I was then taken to these buildings which the youth knew as the Carlton Centre and this
WO Strydom was there and the others, Fonya and company were also there (end of tape)....and that's the security branch
and particularly in Grahamstown as at the time was full of black people who would just sit there and not question you,
but they would merely be sent to arrest you. And when it came to interrogation they would just sit there and not
participate. I would hate to think that it was lack of intellect.

We had also organised burial committees and I was representing the youth at the burial committees and at that that stage
there was the organisation called GRACA and I was then called in and questioned about this burial committee and there
was nothing which we hid. I explained to them that the intention of the burial committee was to assist the parents of
victims because for some people it was very difficult. In some homes you would find that they did not even have any
refreshments or anything and we would send our people to go to the shop and collect money, and some shop owners
would even give us food, and Strydom said to me, Chris what we're going to do to you is come to your house. I said
to him that I don't have a problem with that. He said, do you know what wer'e going to come and do there? And I
said that it was for him to come and tell me.

He said that what they would do is go there and sit there for a long time and ask for tea or something and then people
would come and attack us after they had left, thinking that I was an informer. I said that I don't believe that people
would be that rash, yes people would do that in the past but they would be able to differentiate between someone who is
trying to destroy the apartheid system and someone who wasn't. They said that the reason why they were telling me this
is because they were going to kill me. The reason why I'm saying this is because I know it was very painful even for the
Mtimkulu Family and some of the people who are applying for amnesty where some people were denied that. Even
Meister who is a supposed leader knew about and knew that it had already been decided that myself and other comrades
were short listed to be killed, and on a particular day we left for Rhodes University to some comrades who were
studying there.

There were three of us and we were intercepted by the Security Police and there was one gentleman whom I knew at the
time and towards our release he was transferred to Pretoria. They stopped the three of us, they had these search lights
which practically blinded you if shone in your face. They asked us where we were coming from and we told them and
they said we were lying and that we would see. What helped us was that a hippo was coming in our direction and we
were saved by the fact that they misunderstood this hippo to be saying that they should go. If that had not happened I
would not have had this opportunity to come and tell you the truth today.

MR SANDI: Mr Mbekela on the 25th of May 1985 when they set your place alight, would you just sketch to us what



happened there?

MR MBEKELA: I was no longer sleeping at home, I was sleeping all over the show. On that day when this incident
took place I had already received information that they were guarding my place and I'm sure some people who are here
had been working for the police at the time would know that. I wasn't sleeping at home any longer and I don't know
what happened that day. I entered my from the back, I never used the front door any longer, we used to jump over the
fence and it was after 11. This incident took place at 12 midnight.

When we got in we went to the room and what I remember was the way in which we were startled by the flames which
started to come in and it was not a petrol bomb, it was a fire bomb which became apparent during the investigations. It
was discovered during the investigations and a specialist opinion was obtained and it was established that it was started
by a fire bomb.

Chairperson when this incident took place and when we were startled I grabbed Miseka and we ran. The room in which
we were was engulfed by flames. By the time I grabbed her, I'm sure that we must have parted when we got to the door
because I would say that at that time I was not thinking straight and she was shouting looking for me and I was looking
for her. But what we did was to phone the police firstly. I knew they were very sensitive because they would always
have an excuse. In spite of the bad situation I phoned the police and their phone was engaged so I tried again but it was
still engaged. I tried to phone the ambulance but it was engaged, I then phoned Priscilla Hall who was someone who
worked with us and she responded and said she was on her way.

Someone else who I called was Olivia Visser, I know that her name was associated with investigating people who were
involved with the ANC at the time. I got there and we were taken in different cars to the hospital. When we got to the
hospital Mr Chairperson we were separated. Miseka had 80% burns on her body and I was told by Superintendent White
that I should be admitted. I think he's in P E now. I refused to be admitted because at the time there was information that
the Security Branch was outside and at the time they thought that I was dead and when they discovered that I was still
alive they wanted to kidnap me so that I would not be traced.

The person who advised me was Roland White because he had pictures of me as well and he said to me that I should not
allow myself to be admitted because if I did I would disappear without a trace. And Roland White was chased
thereafter, I don't know who chased him, although security branches were involved.

The fact that we are here now is because we as victims deem it very important because the people of South Africa have
shown the new government that we do not bear grudges as such. We did not fight for liberation at the time so that we
could prosecute these people once we were in power and the person who was leading the security branches, Meister,
should come to the fore and say whether these took place with his knowledge or without and if they were done with his
knowledge, what he did about them. The names of persons who were used by them to prosecute us should be exposed so
that we can know who we can forgive, because you cannot forgive someone without knowing who to forgive.

If I'm not mistaken, the following day Miseka was sent to Livingstone Hospital where she died.

That is what happened Mr Chairperson.

MR SANDI: You said in your statement that you did not lay a charge with regard to this?

MR MBEKELA: We did not lay a charge Mr Chairperson, the situation I was in at the time would have made it very
difficult for me to go and lay a charge because if I had done that I would have been arrested. I would have been handing
myself over to the police basically because they came to look for me several times to get me to lay a charge. I only made
a statement in jail.

MR SANDI: When you were arrested in June, what was your situation like?

MR MBEKELA: Firstly I was not arrested in June, I was arrested after the state of emmergency was declared after
Mathews Goniwe's burial in July. The situation at the time was that all activists were psychologically unwell because
what was important was that you had to understand your situation so that you could do your own self-counselling by



psyching yourself. The situation which I and others were in was that psychologically we were unwell because on the
one hand you were being hunted, on the other hand you were not sleeping at home and privately you were disorganised,
so I was in a situation of turmoil, to put it properly.

MR SANDI: You said that you wished to know who these people were that did this?

MR MBEKELA: Mr Chairperson I would like to know the perpetrators, the people who did this to me and the people
who were working with them, so that we can reconcile here in South Africa because what is important, is to build the
nation, because we saw what Apartheid did to the people.

MR SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say?

MR MBEKELA: Secondly, if it is possible, the Truth Commission, I would like it to help the victim because she is no
longer here. The life of a person is priceless but if the Government or the Truth Commission would recommend
something that would show that her life had value, the family would be satisfied to know who were the people who did
this to her.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Mbekela. Let us now go to Ms Koliwe Tonyela.

MR SANDI: Is Misaka Tonyela your sister?

MS TONYELA: Yes Mr Chairperson she was my sister.

MR SANDI: How old was she at the time?

MS TONYELA: She was 21 years old.

MR SANDI: What was she doing?

MS TONYELA: She was working in Checkers.

MR SANDI: How did you hear about this incident that Miseka got injured when the house was put alight?

MS TONYELA: Miseka visited her boy friend. She was supposed to go to work at six but she did not come home. We
thought that she woke up late so she decided to go straight to work. We went to work and at half past nine our father
came and said me Miseka was in Livingstone Hospital, she was in a house that was set alight so she was burnt. I asked
who did this and my father said he didn't know but we have to go home and go to the hospital to visit her.

Before we went to Livingstone, my brother decided to phone there and we were told that she had been admitted to that
hospital and was in room 3B. We then went to Port Elizabeth and arrived there at about 12 and went to see her. She was
badly burnt, I didn't even recognise her. She was dark, black like a tyre, she couldn't even see. I asked Miseka what was
it and she told me that they were looking for Christian and were bombed while sleeping. She tried to escape but couldn't.
I asked her who did this. who did she suspect and she said that she thought that they were boers.

We couldn't talk to her and then decided to go back to Grahamstown and phoned our brother in Port Elizabeth. He
visited her the following day at about eleven and was then told that she passed away.

MR SANDI: On the day of the funeral, were you disturbed by the police?

MS TONYELA: We were not disturbed by the police, the funeral continued without disturbance.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request to make before this Commission today?

MS TONYELA: Yes I have a request. I would like the perpetrators to come forward so that we can know who they are.

MR SANDI: You also mentioned a tombstone. Do you remember what you said about a tombstone?



MS TONYELA: Yes I did mention something about a tombstone.

MR SANDI: Can you please tell us what it was?

MS TONYELA: I told my family about this but they disagreed with me.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say?

MS TONYELA: Yes that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Ms Tonyela, thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Let me ask Mr Mbekela a question. You say that you were advised to leave the hospital. Who gave
you this advice.

MR MBEKELA: It was Roland White.

CHAIRPERSON: Who was he?

MR MBEKELA: He was in Rhodes University in an organisation called NUSAS at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Why did he advise you to leave the hospital?

MR MBEKELA: Because he saw the security police in hospital. He took their photographs and he also took Miseka's
and my photographs. After that he was chased away.

CHAIRPERSON: At the time, how were you injured, you said that Miseka had 80% burns, how were you injured?

MR MBEKELA: I was burned from my back up and down my legs.

CHAIRPERSON: Where did you get treatment?

MR MBEKELA: There were specialists who used to come and treat me but I would be treated in places where I would
spend the night. There are also other doctors whose names I won't mention now.

CHAIRPERSON: According to your knowledge, was there cooperation between the security police and the authorities
in the hospital?

MR MBEKELA: I can say so because the situation at that time, you wouldn't separate between the authorities and the
police, because when I told the superintendent in the hospital that I'm not going to spend the night, we fought because he
wanted me to spend the night there. I told him that it was my right not to do so if I don't want to spend the night. Other
people were allowed that right, and I told him that because Roland also advised me in front of him, he told me that the
security police were in the hospital, they were looking for me.

He didn't treat me well, he didn't use cotton wool, he just put elastoplaster on my wounds but there were other people
who sympathised with me especially from other places. After that I was arrested under the State of Emmergency. I was
charged with arson, murder of the police. You can not run away from the fact that after this incident people were very
angry. The police who are will remember that all the police were chased away from the township. They accused me of
instigating the Sithule(?) people that the police were to be chased away.

Some of the charges were dropped while I was arrested under the state of emmergency but I recovered when I was in
prison. All in all Mr Chairperson, I would say the Superintendent was in connection with the police. He also played a
role and if it is possible I would like him to come forward to the Commission to say if I spoke the truth or what, but I
think now he is in Port Elizabeth.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. The question I just asked about the part taken by the hospitals, I asked this
question because the Commission is preparing to have a hearing which is going to focus on the people who participated
in health services. The evidence we received showed clearly that there was a connection between the police and the
people who were supposed to take care of peoples' health.

As the Commission we will look at other professional bodies because they did not kill people, they did not shoot people
but they played a role in oppressing people although they did not shoot them directly. Some people got injured but they
were not able to go to hospitals for medical car because they saw that there was cooperation between the police and the
health services.

We thank you for clarifying this matter because we are going to have a hearing with the Health Services. We also thank
you for giving us a picture, a full picture of the struggle of the youth here in Grahamstown. We want to sympathise with
you, especially you Ms Tonyela and her family and her family because you lost your sister in this painful manner.

I don't want to waste time talking to you because I can see that you understand that your sister died for liberation at that
time. You request you made, especially concerning the perpetrators that they must come forward, I hope that those that
are here in Grahamstown, those that were involved are listening today and they would come forward. You assured them
in advance that you would forgive them. All that you need is that they should acknowledge that they are the ones
responsible for this incident. Thank you.

----------------------------
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COMMISSION COMMENCES WITH PRAYERS.

CHAIRMAN: On behalf of all of us I wish to convey our deep sense of gratitude for the minister for leading the
devotions for us this morning. It was very brief, but indeed very touching and very deep. We are going to proceed in the
same fashion as in the past two days in this our last day here in Grahamstown. We will ask that anyone who cannot
understand Xhosa move to our administrative desk and obtain a set of headphones.

Those who do understand Xhosa, we will appeal to you to please make these sets available to those who need them
because yesterday there was a shortage of these headsets. We will use Xhosa for our proceedings mainly except for
those witnesses who prefer to testify in English and we request those people who have limited or no understanding of
Xhosa to please get the earphones. We request again that those be left on your seats when you leave after the end of the
proceedings or when you decide to leave the hall.

Tiny Maya will report to us on the order for today.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Honourable Chairperson, on this our third and final morning here in
Grahamstown, the 9th day of April 1997 I would like to place before you the list of people who have applied to appear
before this Human Rights Violations Committee of the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission.

I am going to place it in the order in which they will appear before you today. Today we have 28 witnesses who will
appear before this Committee, who will be testifying about two regions, Grahamstown and Fort Beaufort. Firstly I will
read the name of the witness, then the name of the victim who was violated, the violation, the year and the area in which
the violation took place.

Firstly Nosipho Angelina Mdyogolo will testify about Mtandazeli Patrick Mdyogolo who was murdered in
Grahamstown in 1985. Nonzame Elizabeth Koliti will testify about the murder of Nontle Koliti in Grahamstown in
1986.

Ntombomzi Makafe will speak about an attempted murder on herself in Grahamstown in 1986. Mava Zolele Rwexu will
speak about severe ill-treatment on herself, the murder of Nonose Hoboshe, Yunguma Priscilla Hoboshe and Vuyiswwa
Hoboshe in 1986 here in Grahamstown.

Nomakhwezi Georgina Siko will testify about Nontozake Siko's murder in 1985 here in Grahamstown. Bulelwa
Florence Xhanga will speak about the murder of Siphiwo Xhanga in Grahamstown in 1985.



Nonzima Edna Bikishi will speak about the murder of Phindile Lhelhe Mbenge in Grahamstown in 1986. Patricia
Fundiswa Sukula will speak about severe ill-treatment, her severe ill-treatment and the murder of Nontyatyambo
Medeline Sandi in Grahamstown in 1986.

Tenjiwe Quenette Madinda will speak about her severe ill-treatment and arson in 1986 here in Grahamstown. Timoti
Mbuyiselo Pota Mlonyeni will speak about his severe ill-treatment and arson in Grahamstown in 1986.

Koloman James Mantile will speak about the murders of

Jane Msuthakazi Matyani and Johnson Pakamile Mantile in

Grahamstown in 1987. Zinakile Eric Peter will speak about Topsy Peter's murder in Grahamstown in 1987. Misile De
Villiers Nondzube will speak about his severe ill-treatment and arson in Grahamstown in 1987.

All the following witnesses will be from Fort Beaufort and because they are all from the same place, I will not mention
the name of the place. Nelson Sakumzi Duma will speak about an attempted murder on himself in 1985. Nowatase
Regina Kobese will speak about the murder of Notiti Steven Kobese in 1984. Nozipho Eunice Siyona will speak about
the murder of Phindile Siyona in 1985.

Nokhaya Lili Madakane will speak about the murder of Thozamile Swartbooi Madakana in 1985. Nomatemba Agnes
Ndingane will speak about the murder of Selby Zanemali Ndingane who was murdered in 1985.

Nosisi Violet Payi will speak about the murder of Bukelwa Notargane Payi in 1985. Zanyiwe Sylvia Kama will speak
about the murder of Lulama Kama in 1985 and also Xolani Kama. There was an attempted murder on the life of Zolani.

Nomtandazo Lydia Kaleniwill speak about the murder of Velile Lennox Kaleni in 1986. Tembile Alfred Swartboom
will speak about his severe ill-treatment in 1985. Mandla Kaso will speak about his severe ill-treatment in 1985.
Buyiswa Margaret Cekisani will speak about her torture in 1986.

Tembeka Nocawe Maki will speak about her torture in 1989. Nkosiyabo David Ngidla will speak an attempted murder.
Kivi William Tyiwa will speak about an attempted murder on himself. Nokwaka Sylvia Nkwalase will speak about the
murder of Luvyo Loti Nkwalase who was murdered in 1993.

Millicent Shumikazi Swartbooi will speak about the

murder of Zwelenkomo Alfred Swartbooi who was murdered in 1993. Enoch Mali will speak about an attempted
murder on his life in 1992. Nomsaga Anet Danster will speak about the murder in 1986 of Neeba Danster. Thank you
very much Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Ms Maya. We have a long list of people who will be appearing before the Commission
today and we will appeal to everyone for your cooperation so that we can reach the end of our list in time and we appeal
to you that you maintain discipline and order so that we can complete our hearings in time. We normally have a set time
aside in our hearings where we observe a moment of silence to pay respect for the deceased by announcing their names.

We will now ask that everyone in the house rise, so that we can remember all those who have passed on. We remember
Mtandazeli Patrick mdyogolo, Nontle Koliti, Nonose Hoboshe, Yunguma Priscilla Hoboshe, Vuyiswa Hoboshe,
Siphiwo Xhanga, Phindile Lhelhe Mbenge, Nontyatyambo Medeline Sandi, Jane Msuthukazi Matyani, Johnson
Pakamile Mantile, Topsy Peter, and also Notiti Steven Kobese, Phindile Siyona, Thozamile Swartbooi Madakana, Selby
Zanemali Ndingane. And also Bukelwa Notargane Payi, Lulama Kama, Velile Lennox Kaleni, and also Luvuyo Loti
Nkwalase, Zwelenkomo Alfred Swartbooi as well as Neeba Danster. May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully
departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace, amen.

We don't normally introduce people who announce people when we have our sittings, but we would like to welcome
Reverend Lupata who is training priests of the Anglican Church here in Grahamstown, we would also like to welcome



Cyril Hartland who is a priest in Fort Beaufort and he is

also the Mayor of Fort Beaufort. We welcome you. We are going to call up the first people, we will call up Nosipho
Angelina Mdyogolo, Nonzame Elizabeth Koliti. We ask that the two of them step forward.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I would like to swear the witnesses in, starting with Nosipho Angelina
Mdyogolo.

NOSIPHO ANGELINA MDYOGOLO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much.

NONZAME ELIZABETH KOLITI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. Chairman, the witnesses have been duly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much you may be seated. We would like to welcome you here and we are going to
ask Mr Sandi to direct questions at you on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Chairman. I would like us to begin with Miss Mdyogolo. Miss Mdyogolo you are
going to testify about the murder of Mtandazeli Patrick Mdyogolo who is your brother, is that correct?

MS MDYOGOLO: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Because we have all the information in statement form before us, we would like you to just sketch very
briefly for us what happened to this boy in 1985.

MS MDYOGOLO: Firstly I would like to rectify the year, there is a mistake. It did not happen in 1985, it happened in
1984.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, we have noted that.

MS MDYOGOLO: What happened too Mtandazeli is that it was a school day, although I cannot remember which day it
was, he was on his way to school. He had gone to school and he

came back from school that afternoon, had something to eat and went back for afternoon studies and at approximately 5
pm he had not come back yet, because normally they return back to school at 2 pm. We were worried as to why he had
not returned yet and we heard a toyi-toyi march past our house, move up our street. We were then fairly certain that he
was part of that toyi-toyi because the children back then would join the toyi-toyi as soon as they heard one.

At approximately 6 pm the Mdisa family came to our home to tell us that Mtandazeli had fallen at their house and they
had come to fetch us. We got into Mr Maneli's car and also the Mdisa family car and we went there. When we got there
we found him laying on the ground and they told us that he came there running and he told them that he had been struck
behind his ear and that he had a headache.

They asked him what they could do for him and he asked for headache tablets and said he would like to sleep. They
offered him a bed and he declined that and he said he wanted to lie flat on the ground. They gave him these headache
tablets.

After a while - they kept checking on him and they found that he was laying very still and after a while they'd check on
him every few minutes and at some stage they found a greyish fluid flowing out of his nose and they noticed that there
was some hair missing from behind his ear.

And they then realised that they should come and fetch us because we are related in some way and we found him laying
there like that. This Mr Maneli that was with the Mdisa family assisted us because he also had a car and he took us to
Settlers Hospital.



Because those were turbulent times - the 80's were

turbulent times and there were so many toyi-toyi's, police presence and so forth, it was not easy for us to hear exactly
what happened. We just had to hear it through the grapevine because when we got to the Hospital, we met up with a
Doctor White who told us, basically confirmed that he was deceased and then after a few days students came to
sympathise with us after having heard that he was dead.

And we appealed to these students that if anyone of them knew what happened, they should please tell us. His one
friend Whitey told us what happened and how it had happened. Whitey's version of events was that they were toyi-
toying up M-Street and when they got near the Nqoline Funeral Parlour the police came and dispersed them with rubber
bullets and tear gas and what Whitey noticed was that while the police were standing there, Nombenqana and the Boers
got out of the police vehicles and he directed, Nombenqana directed something at them and fired.

This thing zoomed past Whitey and struck the person in front of him, who was Mtandazeli and it struck the back of his
ear. He fell and Whitey continued running. Mtandazeli got up and ran into the Mdisa house where he fell.

ADV SANDI: Where is Whitey currently?

MS MDYOGOLO: Because those were such turbulent times and the ANC and AZAPO were in conflict and he
belonged to AZAPO, he was a victim being sought by the ANC and he had to flee his home, but his mother took him to
his aunt in Cape Town. But he had left here already having made a statement.

ADV SANDI: When he left, did he - had he said who had shot at him?

MS MDYOGOLO: We had not, we were not able to ask too many questions back then because of the way it was.

ADV SANDI: Is that Mtandazeli's mother?

MS MDYOGOLO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who did you say the Attorney was?

MS MDYOGOLO: We went to Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Was it not Mr Mpati?

MS MDYOGOLO: They were in partnership Mr Mpati and Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: What happened in court?

MS MDYOGOLO: After he had been taken to the Doctor, he was taken in for an operation. Thereafter he was taken for
the post-mortem to be conducted and we received notices informing us that an inquest was going to be held and that we
should be at court at a certain date.

We went to court and there were policemen present there who were testifying before Mr Koti, Nombenqana, saying that
they did not do that because they were not trained to shoot, but at the time when Mr Koti was to take the witness stand
he said that he had been trained in the use of that firearm and he could shoot, but because the witness Whitey was not
present at court we don't know what became of the matter, that was the last we heard of it.

ADV SANDI: And if your presence here today, is there any wish you would like to express?

MS MDYOGOLO: Our wish as a family is that this matter be reopened because what happened back then was
confusing to us as a family because of the way the police handled us, they would come in the morning at 1 am and
harass us and attack us with tear gas, so we did not know exactly what was happening. We merely buried him because -
for the sake of the formality so we would like this matter to be reopened and be given a chance. If we could be present



that we could

bury Mtandazeli in the dignified manner, befitting him.

ADV SANDI: In your testimony you said that you would like Mtandazeli's mother to receive counselling. Could you
elaborate on that?

MS MDYOGOLO: Yes, I requested counselling because after this happened, we found that she was not herself any
more. There are times when she would just - all this would just come back to her and we felt that perhaps counselling
could help.

ADV SANDI: Is - are you referring to the same way she behaved a few minutes ago?

MS MDYOGOLO: Yes, as soon as she recalls what happened, she becomes hysterical and sometimes we have to call in
other families as well to try and console her.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Ms Mdyogolo. We would now like to move to Ms Koliti.

Ms Koliti, you are here to tell us about Nontle Koliti. Is Nontle your grandchild or your child?

MS KOLITI: She was my child.

ADV SANDI: How old was she at the time?

MS KOLITI: Nontle was 13 years old at the time.

ADV SANDI: She was 13 years old?

MS KOLITI: Yes, she was 13 years old.

ADV SANDI: She was shot in 1986, is that correct?

MS KOLITI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us Ms Koliti what happened on this particular day.

MS KOLITI: On this day I was at work. Someone came to fetch me from work, telling me that Nontle was not well. I
was surprised because when I left home, she was well. My boss let me go. We went home. When I arrived at home,

there were many people at my house.

I heard that Nontle was shot and she passed away.

ADV SANDI: Who shot Nontle?

MS KOLITI: It was said that it was Mpukumpuku who shot her.

ADV SANDI: Is Mpukumpuku Khadi who was a policemen?

MS KOLITI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who was with Mpukumpuku at the time?

MS KOLITI: When Mpukumpuku shot my daughter, the witnesses said that he was together with Nombenqana.

ADV SANDI: Is Nombenqana Mr Koti?



MS KOLITI: Yes, he Mr Koti.

ADV SANDI: You said that you consulted at Attorney and this case proceeded to court. What happened in court?

MS KOLITI: This case was conducted in court, but I don't remember for how long. But we were told once that
Mpukumpuku had passed away.

ADV SANDI: Was it the end of the case then?

MS KOLITI: Yes, it was the end of the case.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission today so that the Commission would recommend your request
to the President? Did you receive any money or were you compensated by the Government?

MS KOLITI: Yes, I did receive an amount of money from an Attorney.

ADV SANDI: What was this money for? Was it for burial expenses?

MS KOLITI: Yes, it was for burial expenses.

ADV SANDI: Do you have something else to add Ms Koliti, concerning this matter? Is that all you wanted to say?

MS KOLITI: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ms Koliti, I will hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Koliti, your testimony you just presented to this Commission today, you said that Nontle Koliti
was shot by Mpukumpuku?

MS KOLITI: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON: You also said that Khadi was present when Nontle was shot?

MS KOLITI: The witnesses said that Khadi was also present.

CHAIRPERSON: Who are these witnesses, do you know their names?

MS KOLITI: It was Nomthumzi.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know her surname?

MR KOLITI: I've forgotten Nomthumzi's surname.

CHAIRPERSON: We will get back to you so that you can give us the surname when you've remembered it. What did
these witnesses say? Did they say that Khadi took part in this process? Did he also shoot your daughter?

MS KOLITI: The witnesses said that these children were playing near the toilet that morning, it was a quiet morning.
Mpukumpuku came and he stopped the car in K-Street, he went in one yard in K-Street, the back of this yard is facing
the K-Street because we were staying in two streets.

He then went next to the toilet where the children were playing. The witness said that she heard a gunshot and
Mpukumpuku had already killed them.

CHAIRPERSON: When you are speaking of Mpukumpuku, is it the same as Khadi?

MS KOLITI: Yes.



CHAIRPERSON: I wanted to ask about Nombenqana Koti. Did he take part in shooting these people?

MS KOLITI: No, he did not take part because the witnesses said that Nombenqana was in the police van.

CHAIRPERSON: On behalf of the Commission, I would like to thank both of you for coming here today and to tell us
your story. Your story is a usual story to this Commission because the police used to shoot people at random. I don't
want to say a lot for now, but I would like to inform you that Nombenqana's lawyers have requested a chance to come
here so that they can answer some of the things that have been raised in these statements.

And we will get a chance to ask them questions so that we can find the truth. We will request you now to go back to
your seats so that they can come up to the stage. Thank you.

--------------------
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NTSIKELELO EDWARD MENTOOR: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

NODANILE GERTRUDE BAKAULI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

KAYENI DERRICK "METRO" BAMBISO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you. We will hand over to Ntsiki Sandi who will lead you with questions on behalf of
the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Let us clarify one matter. When we were talking with you in the morning
during a tea break you mentioned that you will choose one of you who will give us a background about what was
happening in Bedford. All the things that are going to be mentioned today that were happening in Bedford, you are
going to tell us in which conditions were these things happening. Who did you elect. Was it Ntsikelelo?

MR MENTOOR: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Mr Mentoor, briefly, in your statement you are going to tell us about what happened to you in 1986 when
you were detained, you were tortured. There are also incidents that happened before that. Let us start with you giving us
the background of what was happening in Bedford. Give us briefly, thank you.

MR MENTOOR: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Bedford is a small town surrounded by many farms. In Bedford the
struggle for liberation started in schools. Students formed their organisations. This was also happening in the
community where we formed organisations such as Bedford Community Organisations. In 1985 when Comrades like
Matthew Goniwe and Comrade Stofile, they use to come to our area to tell us about what was happening in our country.
The Comrades met and discussed about the ways of fighting the past Government. While we were still discussing this,
Comrade Matthew was killed. Their bodies were found burnt in Greenwater Bay. Comrades got together after hearing



this. We wanted to find ways to identify the killers. We decided to close down shops, consumer boycott. People are not
supposed to go and buy in town. The trouble started. White people cried in town. They said that they were not gaining
anything.

Police vans and Hippos would come to the township at night while we were sleeping as it was dark. We would wake up
and we would see soldiers and they would come with their vehicles and light the township. In the morning you would
wake up and see a soldier in front of your house with a gun. The whole township was surrounded by the soldiers. This
made people to be angry. They boycotted the councillors. Everything that belonged to the Government was a threat or

an enemy to the people. We tried to bring back the dignity of the people and people saw beer hall and the police houses
as enemy to the people. Comrades wanted to fight against anyone who was working for the Government. The police will
shoot people and disperse teargas to old men and women. They would be taken to the hospital and small children, the
beer hall was burnt down and everything that was seen to be part of the Government.

The situation was very bad because people did not know how to live, how to survive. We would hear gunshots all over
and you would hear that certain people have been arrested and certain things have happened and the people who were
connected to those who were working for the Government were also affected. There are cases where people who were
buying in town, they will be dealt with and people would be arrested concerning such incidents. Things would happen in
places such as Cookhouse and those things would give impact to our area in Bedford. That was the situation in Bedford
at that time. People were fighting for their rights.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Mentoor, for giving us that picture of what was happening in Bedford. Let us
now focus on you. You said that in 1985 under such circumstances you have just mentioned, you were arrested. What
happened to you when you were detained? What reasons were given to you?

MR MENTOOR: We were on our way to Comrade Matthew's funeral. Our car broke on our way there and the police
were on the road. We were delayed on our way to Cradock. We decided to go back home. In the morning, after the
funeral, I saw a Hippo in front of my house. There were soldiers in that Hippo. They wanted me, they took me to the
Hippo. I was on my way to work at that time. They took me to the soldier's truck. There were people from Adelaide,
others were bleeding their nose. The soldiers were all over them. They were lying down. We were taken to the Bedford
Police Station. We stayed there for three days. We were then transferred to St Albans in Port Elizabeth. We were not
asked anything in St Albans Prison.

In August I was taken together with other Comrades from Adelaide by a combi. We were taken next to the sea and the
police said that we were going to go to the sea and swim with the fish. We were taken to the top floor in St Albans and
they separated us. I was together with Louis. Louis took other Comrades from Adelaide to another room. While I was
still waiting there one black policeman from PE, Port Elizabeth came. He was a short guy. When I was explaining to the
Comrades in Port Elizabeth they said it might be Vaku. I was taken to a toilet. There was a black drum filled with black
water. They told me to take off my clothes. I asked them for what? They demanded that I take off my clothes. They told
me to sit down, they poured this water over me. This was very painful to me. They told me to take, to wear my clothes
and they took me upstairs to the room I was in.

When I arrived there I met Sam Gcali. After a while two policemen from Port Elizabeth came in. They said that is this
the man who does not want to co-operate. They would kick me, they would strangle me, take my, they would take my
hair and they would tell me to swallow my hair. This happened for a long time. They wanted to know my relationship
with Matthew Goniwe and others. I told them that I just heard about Matthew Goniwe. I saw him in

Adelaide in one funeral. We were taken back to St Albans. I was not feeling well. I could not even eat. On the following
day I asked them to take me to the doctor. The doctor weighed me and he told me that I lost weight, I lost five
kilograms. The doctor asked me what was happening. I explained to him that I was being assaulted and tortured in
prison. That may be the reason for my losing weight.

In November 1985 we were released. In May 1986 cars like a Nissan Skyline, combis and trucks, soldier's trucks came.
I was at work at that time. I was working as a cashier at Bedford Hotel. Aubrey van Jaarsveld came. He said that he was
going to, was picking me up, because I was wanted there. I was taken to the barracks where the police were. When I



arrived there, there were white men there. They were huge white men. I did not know them, because they were not from
Bedford. They asked me Comrade Matthew, my relationship with him. I told them that I knew Comrade Matthew,
because he use to come to our area. At the time he was already dead. I told them that I also read about him in the
newspapers. One of them beat me and my nose was bleeding. They gave me water to wash my face up.

Constable Maswili came. They gave him a list. They told him to write down what was written in the list to another
paper. They told us to go with them. I asked them, where are you taking me? They said I must not ask questions. I was
taken to this Nissan Skyline. Police, two policemen were with me in this car. One of them had a gun. I am not sure
whether it was a R4 or R5. They pointed me with the guns in my back. One Skyline was in front of us and others were
at the back. We went to an area, a building where jobs were created for people. Maswili was told to

point out the people who were written in the list. The people would be taken to the vans. The police were talking to each
other through their radios. They were communicating with the police in other cars. They would say that Ntsikelelo is
working with us today. Comrades would be taken by these police to the cars. They took us to the police station. The
police argued with each other. Some were saying I must be released.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me, Mr Mentoor. In other words, you say that they were trying to say to people that you were
there informer, you were working to them, together with them?

MR MENTOOR: Yes, because they knew that I was a member of the community organisation.

ADV SANDI: They wanted to create a gap between you and the people in the organisation.

MR MENTOOR: They said that I was going to be burnt or my house was going to be burnt that night.

ADV SANDI: When they were creating this gap between you and the community, was this a normal thing at that time?

MR MENTOOR: All the organisations in Bedford were under UDF. They were speaking one language, they were
united.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you said that they were trying to portray you as a collaborator with them. What
happened?

MR MENTOOR: The community was divided into two. Some of them were on my side, because they said that I am not
capable of identifying people. Others were against me. They were accusing me of identifying other Comrades. They
would come to my father at work telling him to take his clothes and his furniture out of the house, because there might
be something that will happen in that house.

ADV SANDI: Let us now concentrate on what happened to your

body and what happened to you physically due to this torture.

MR MENTOOR: What happened to me is that I lost my memory. I also suffer from diabetes. My dignity in the
community was also effected.

ADV SANDI: Did you receive any medical treatment?

MR MENTOOR: When I was in prison I was taken to a treatment in Livingstone.

ADV SANDI: And the time you went to Albany Council of Churches, what happened, what were you doing there.

MR MENTOOR: We were taken to a counselling there. The doctors were counselling us. They were trying to help us
with our memory.

ADV SANDI: By being here today, Mr Mentoor, what is your request to the Commission?



MR MENTOOR: I would like the perpetrators to go to the people, to go to Bedford and talk to the people in Bedford. I
want to regain my dignity, because they wanted the people to think that I was an informer. I would also like the
Government to build a monument for all the people who were oppressed in this country so that we can see what the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission is doing for us.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Mentoor. Is that all you want to say before we go to Mrs Bakauli and Mr Bambiso?

MR MENTOOR: My story is very long, Sir, because there are many things that happened to me and there are many
things that I could not do, because I was taken to prison. I did not get a chance to support and to raise my children,
because from 1976, 85, 86 and 88 I was detained all the time, transferred to all the prisons in South Africa. That is all,
Sir.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Mentoor. Let us now go to Mrs Bakauli. Mrs Bakauli, you have heard what Mr Mentoor
has already said in trying to give us a picture of what was happening in Bedford at that time. We are not going to ask
you about that, but we will ask you to tell us about what happened to you. What year was this, was it in 1986?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, it was 1986.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us, briefly Mam, what happened to you on this particular day in 1986 in Bedford.

MRS BAKAULI: In 1986 in Bedford the police came at night. Matiwane together with Rooibaard's son. They knocked
at the door and they kicked the door. They told me that I was wanted in the police station. I was sleeping at that time.
When I woke, I was trying to wake up, they took me. I was naked. They took me, they dragged me to the car. I was only
wearing an underwear. They took me to the van. We went, he was just dragging me all around and pulling me. I tried to
ask them what was happening, who called me. Yourself, Mr Rooibaard's son took me and he detained me. My children
came in the morning with my clothes and they told my children that no clothes were allowed. If Mrs Pontsi was not
there, Mrs Pontsi was from Cradock, I would stay there naked. Mrs Pontsi gave me her clothes because she had spare
clothes.

We were taken then to Somerset. I was still wearing this woman's clothes. We were also taken to Waainet together with
her. They did not allow me to bring my own clothes.

ADV SANDI: At the time of this incident were they looking for anyone?

MRS BAKAULI: They were looking for my sons.

ADV SANDI: Who are your son's name.

MRS BAKAULI: Vuya Mangaliswe and Dumsuma Dodo.

ADV SANDI: Did they get them?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, they got them when they arrested me.

ADV SANDI: You were detained for how long?

MRS BAKAULI: I stayed there for six months. I was detained in June and I was released on the sixth of December.

ADV SANDI: What happened to you when you were in Waainek.

MRS BAKAULI: I was not well. Even today I get dizzy and I suffer from diabetes. Also suffer from back problems.
The doctor use to come inside and to examine us.

ADV SANDI: Who was this doctor?

MRS BAKAULI: I do not know his name. He was a prison doctor. When I was released I went to Dr Bennet.



ADV SANDI: What happened to you after you were released in December? The police, did they come to you?

MRS BAKAULI: No, they did not.

ADV SANDI: Do you receive any medical treatment today?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where do you receive this?

MRS BAKAULI: From Dr Bennet for diabetes and high blood pressure and dizziness.

ADV SANDI: You go for treatment regularly?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, I am supposed to go tomorrow for a check- up.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you want to say concerning your story?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, these police treated me very badly.

ADV SANDI: Who are these?

MRS BAKAULI: Yourself and Matiwane.

ADV SANDI: Can you explain to me who is this yourself?

MRS BAKAULI: He is a short man, he is a white man, Rooibaard's son.

ADV SANDI: You mention that this yourself is Rooibaard's son. Who is Rooibaard?

MRS BAKAULI: He was also a policeman, but he passed away.

ADV SANDI: Was he a policeman in your area?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What is your request, Mrs Bakauli, to the Commission? You mentioned about your health.

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, Sir.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission? You have mentioned that you are not well in your health. Are
you satisfied by the treatment you are receiving from Dr Bennet?

MRS BAKAULI: Yes, I am. Even tomorrow I am going for a treatment.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mrs Bakauli. Let us now go to Mr Bambiso. Mr Bambiso, as I am looking at your statement,
you are going to tell us about yourself, about what happened to you in 1986 in Bedford. You say that you were arrested,
you were detained and you tortured.

MR BAMBISO: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: I would like you, when you are telling us your story, to emphasise on different ways in which you were
tortured at the time you were in prison, because this Commission is looking at how the people, who were arrested, how
they were tortured in prison. I hand over to you now, Mr Bambiso.

MR BAMBISO: In 1986, it was on the 13th of July, there was something we wanted to do in the community. Due to the



political situation and many Comrades were arrested at that

time. The political activities were deteriorating in the community. We gathered together as Comrades to discuss about
the ways in which we can lift up political activities in Bedford. As we were this group of Comrades we wanted to get rid
of the people who were known as the stumbling blocks. In other words, people who were informers. There were three
ladies who were staying in Masikane area in Bedford. They were Rooibot Chain, Selina Lange and Thembeka Sikasi.
They were together with the police. They were having affairs with the police.

We sent certain Comrades to go and call these ladies, because a decision was taken that we will deal with them. At that
time it was half past four during the day. They came to hear what they were called for. We wanted to know about their
position in the struggle in our community. They did not give us an answer. They told us they will shoot us. They would
get guns from their boyfriends and shoot us. We must leave them alone. Because they answered the way they did we
decided to burn them. We tried to organise things that we were going to use in order to burn these people. The police
were phoned by certain people informing this.

ADV SANDI: Were you arrested after this?

MR BAMBISO: I was arrested the same night. This happened in the afternoon.

ADV SANDI: Let us now concentrate on the time you were arrested. What happened to you?

MR BAMBISO: Before I was arrested, because I was playing soccer. When I came back from a soccer practise, when I
was on my way home my mother told me that the police are looking for me. I asked her what were they looking me for.
She said that she did not know, but the police were looking for

me. I went to my grandmother's home, but I decided to leave because I felt that I was not safe. I went to my friends. It
was at night, before nine. We were going to our homes to have supper. The police were all over the township. They
were not in their police vans, they were just patrolling. When we came out of the house we met the police with their
torch. They chased me, because we ran away when we saw that they were police. They said that here is Kayeni, we have
been looking for him all over. I went to the Bongweni township, because it was dark I fell down and the police came
and they picked me up and they assaulted me.

ADV SANDI: Were you hand-cuffed? Were you hand-cuffed at the time you were arrested?

MR BAMBISO: Yes, they hand-cuffed me at the time they were arresting me.

ADV SANDI: What did they do to you after they hand-cuffed you?

MR BAMBISO: They tortured me.

ADV SANDI: Please explain to us the ways in which they tortured you.

MR BAMBISO: Firstly, Mr Chairperson, it is very painful for me to say or to explain to you what was happening. They
were kicking me. Even in the township before they took me to the van they were assaulting me, kicking me in the
township and they took me to the police van, took me to town. They did not take me to the police station. There was a
place which was used as a rent office in town in the BAAB offices. They took me there. It was quarter past nine at that
time, because there was a watch there. From quarter past nine till quarter to three they were assaulting us. They would
squeeze our private parts and they would close

them to a drawer. That is when I got injured.

ADV SANDI: When you say that you were being tortured and everything was done to you, what do you mean?

MR BAMBISO: There are many ways, there are many things they did to us. The police would take a cigarette to our
noses and they would take needles and put them under our nails.



ADV SANDI: For how long did this last?

MR BAMBISO: We arrived in this building at quarter past nine and we were released at quarter to three in the morning
when we were taken to the charge office.

ADV SANDI: Were you forced to make statements?

MR BAMBISO: On that night we were not asked anything. They were just telling us about what we were planning to
do.

ADV SANDI: Were you injured in any way?

MR BAMBISO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us how were you injured?

MR BAMBISO: I was injured in my private parts, because after all this my private parts were swollen up, because of
the Boers.

ADV SANDI: Did you receive any medical treatment or are you receiving treatment now?

MR BAMBISO: I am not receiving any treatment.

ADV SANDI: By coming here, Mr Bambiso, do you have requests to the Commission.

MR BAMBISO: Please repeat your question.

ADV SANDI: What is your request to the Commission? What would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR BAMBISO: My request to the Commission is that I would like the Commission to bring the perpetrators to the
community in Bedford to apologise to them. The reason for this is that I want to respect the President of this

country, because he said that we have to be united in this country. I do not want to revenge on what happened to me.
What the President has already said, I agree with reconciliation.

ADV SANDI: If the perpetrators can come forward and apologise to the people in Bedford, according to your view, do
you think that the people will accept their apology?

MR BAMBISO: I cannot answer that question, because it will depend on the people, but I will accept their apology.

ADV SANDI: Is that all, Mr Bambiso, before I hand over to the Chairperson and my colleagues to ask you questions?

MR BAMBISO: There is nothing more I can remember, because these things happened a long time ago and it was very
painful at that time.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, thank you Mr Bambiso. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mentoor, please, could I just ask you. Mr Mentoor, have you got the, maybe you do not need, can
you hear me?

MR MENTOOR: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Good. Mr Mentoor, this is just something that I need to correct for the sake of the transcript for the
recordings that are being taken. You said that when you were put under the showers, you actually said St Albans, but for



correction it was at Louis le Grange, was it not?

MR MENTOOR: It was in Louis le Grange, not in a shower, but there was a drum with water and they were poured in
my body in Louis le Grange.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. It is just important that we have that correct and then one other thing that I need to ask

you. Your family have already paid a very heavy price in the resistance, but my question to you is, what is the situation
now. They managed to divide you from the community, they divided the community because of what they did with you
in trying to get you to look like an informer. What is the situation now? Is the community united?

MR MENTOOR: The community is united although there are certain people who are against the needs of the
community at large. What I mean is there are people who, although they see that something is not true, but because they
have their own intentions they tend to agree with what was happening, but what I can say is that the community is
united.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. Mr Chairman, I wanted to ask Mr.

CHAIRPERSON: Let us finish Mr Mentoor.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, okay.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions for Mr Mentoor? Mr Mentoor, just one question. The police who took you to
the Skyline to the township, do you know their names?

MR MENTOOR: No, I do not know their names, because they are not from Bedford. They were not wearing uniforms,
they were just wearing their private clothes.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know of any police in Bedford who can identify these police?

MR MENTOOR: Constable Maswili and Aubrey van Jaarsveld can be able to identify them.

CHAIRPERSON: Why do you think that these two policemen, Constable Maswili and van Jaarsveld can be able to
identify them?

MR MENTOOR: Because they are police and these police were in Bedford police station together with them.

CHAIRPERSON: In other words, they were working with them?

MR MENTOOR: I can say so.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Bambiso.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, you hear me.

MR BAMBISO: No, I am okay.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Bambiso, it seems that the security was so eager, it seems that security was very eager to torture
and to assault, but when you received a suspended sentence, together with that suspended sentence you were also
sentenced to five lashes. Now, I am just interested to know, did you receive those five lashes?

MR BAMBISO: Yes, I received these five lashes.

MS CRICHTON: You did receive them and then something quite different. Did you institute any kind of civil claim
against the police?



MR BAMBISO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Who did you do that through, which Attorney?

MR BAMBISO: It was Mr Dulap.

MS CRICHTON: And was a settlement made?

MR BAMBISO: Up to now there is nothing.

MS CRICHTON: Are you requesting that the Commission look into that?

MR BAMBISO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, we have noted that. Thank you, Mr Bambiso.

MR BAMBISO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Bambiso, in your statement there are three incidents you mentioned. The
first one you have already mentioned briefly and I would like you to explain and to clarify these three incidents. Firstly,
in your statement you say that it is your wish that there should be reconciliation in this country. Secondly, you also
mentioned that this country has to be developed. Thirdly, you say that crime, you say that there must not be crime in this
country. Would you please explain these three facts to us, because I would like people from this hall to hear what you
have to say.

MR BAMBISO: Firstly, the reason why I referred to reconciliation is that I know that if victims or people who were
oppressed by the white people, if we want to revenge our country will not develop. It will not be the country that we
would like South Africa to be, because if I can take a gun and go to town to revenge what happened to me, there will not
be reconciliation, because our President is preaching peace in our country. I am supporting peace in this country. That is
the reason why I stated these. I do not whether the Commission understands me clearly.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Bambiso. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Bambiso, you explained to us about your involvement in necklacing the three ladies in Bedford.
You have told us what happened. You told us that you were involved in this incident. I have also noted that according,
to your statement, you were charged and you were sentenced because of this incident. I want you to look back, maybe if
you can, I want you to tell the Commission how you feel today when you look back at your plans for burning these three
ladies. How do you feel today?

MR BAMBISO: When looking back, Mr Chairperson, firstly, I would like the Commission, on my behalf, to ask
forgiveness for the victims, although I was forced by the political situation to act the way I did. I want them to forgive
me

about the plan that I made although I was sentenced.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any things, according to your view, that can be done in the new South Africa?

MR BAMBISO: We do not want to see what happened in those years. Some one would be burned and people would
sing surrounding this person.

CHAIRPERSON: As you referred to the plans that are to be made in order to reconcile and develop this country, what
advice would you say?

MR BAMBISO: What I would like to say is that people are to be united and work together to build this country.



CHAIRPERSON: What is the situation between yourself and the families of the victims? Is there peace between you?

MR BAMBISO: Yes, there is peace between us.

CHAIRPERSON: You say that you would like the perpetrators, you would like them to go to the community to
apologise. Let us say these people are not going to go to the community, they do not see a need for them to go to that
community, but they will go to the Amnesty Committee to apply for amnesty. Do you think this will bring peace
between yourself and the perpetrators?

MR BAMBISO: Firstly, if they go to the Amnesty Committee to apologise, if they can reveal everything as I have
revealed today, I would be satisfied, because I trust the people, the panel of the Amnesty Committee. If they apologise
to them it would be the same as going to my community to apologise.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank the three of you for your testimonies. It is a painful testimony especially to you, Mrs
Bakauli. What happened to you Mr Mentoor and Mr Bambiso is also painful, but what happened to women is not what
is supposed to happen. A woman at your age taken out of your

house, being naked or wearing only an underwear, taken to prison and staying there with policemen for a long time.
This shows that people were not human, they were animals. Mrs Bakauli is not a young lady. We have her picture, her
dignity was effected. These people would not come to you and apologise, but on behalf of them, as a Commission, we
would like to apologise to you. We feel ashamed that we are part of people in South Africa and there are people, these
are people, these are South African people who did this to you. We are not saying that these things have to be done to
men, but we are extra sensitive to women. We thank the three of you and we thank the evidence from Bedford. We will
adjourn for lunch for one hour.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Edward Gugwana Menzi to come forward. Who is Edward? Thank you, and who are
you, Sir.

MR M MENZI: I am Mbulelo Menzi.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you going to testify in support of Edward?

MR M MENZI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Reverend Xundu to help you take an oath and lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

EDWARD GUGWANA MENZI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MBULELO MENZI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I will now ask you questions. Briefly, I would like you to give me a picture of what was
happening at that time so that I can ask questions.

MR E G MENZI: In 1986 in Cookhouse there was an organisation by the name of KORA. The organisation was
launched in 1985 by the community. In 1986 we were together with the Kakana family in this organisation. The Kakana
family had their meetings and the community did not like that. Mr Kakana had, was the owner of a shop and one, Mr
Xhalanga, also had a shop. He was together with them. People were told not to buy in Xhalanga's shop and Kakana's
shop. As I was also having a shop they thought that I was the one who influenced people not to buy in their shops.

On the 27th of February in 1986, this young man next to me, Mbulelo, called me and he say, father, in Xhalanga's shop
he heard a gossip about me, but he did not tell me exactly what was said. As we were in the shop with my wife, together
with Mangoweni's boy, young men came. I asked them what was happening. They said that they were seeing Kakana's
family. As I was still looking at that I saw a group of men coming in. I did not see what they had in their hands. I looked
at them, they took out their weapons. Some had pangas and hammers. There was Xolisile and Sicuku Jantjies. They
came to me with their weapons. I ran to the storeroom. I took one empty drink bottle. I did not want to give them my
bag. I ran to a corner, but I thought that that will not help me, I must go back to them. I fell down, they came to me and
they stabbed me in the back. I was dizzy at that time. There was one of them, Boom, with a sword and he stabbed me in
the back. I fell down.



REV XUNDU: In the community there was an AZAPO and UDF, is that so?

MR E G MENZI: They were calling themselves AZAPO.

REV XUNDU: Was it recently?

MR E G MENZI: Yes, it was a recent thing.

REV XUNDU: You said that you were belonging to a same organisation KORA?

MR E G MENZI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: But they have changed and they called themselves AZAPO?

MR E G MENZI: Yes, they had their own meetings and they called themselves AZAPO members.

REV XUNDU: You mentioned Xhalanga. Was he in connection with the police?

MR E G MENZI: Yes, Xhalanga had a connection with the police. There is a bridge from Cookhouse. One day I was
passing in that bridge. He was there with the police. I decided to go back. When I was going back the police van was
leaving. I met him in one meeting because he was attending our meetings. He said to me, you saw me when I was
talking to the police. I said, yes. He said that the police wanted to know our involvement in the organisation. I could see
that he was just trying to cover for himself.

REV XUNDU: Was AZAPO a launched organisation there?

MR E G MENZI: I do not know about that.

REV XUNDU: Did you have a position in the UDF?

MR E G MENZI: No, I was just a member of this Cradock organisation.

REV XUNDU: Were you a Chairperson?

MR E G MENZI: No, I was just a member.

REV XUNDU: This conflict divided people in the community. Others were AZAPO members and others were UDF
members.

MR E G MENZI: People who were members of AZAPO were Kakana family and Sicuku Jantjies.

REV XUNDU: When these people were assaulting Nomakhaya Shlanya, please tell us about this day.

MR E G MENZI: When I went out of the storeroom, it was the same day, I met people outside. I asked them to give me
a towel to bandage my head. They gave me a towel. I asked where my wife was. They told me she was in the shop.
When I went in the shop I saw a pool of blood. She was lying down. I decided to follow these people. I went to my
house looking for my own weapons. Thosameli Sigwebu came, he said that you are injured. He took my wife to
hospital. He said that I must go to hospital because I was injured. I then agreed, he took me to hospital and I was told
that Nomakhaya died.

REV XUNDU: Did the police come to take statements to you?

MR E G MENZI: The police came the following day when I was coming from the hospital. It was on the 28th. When I
arrived at the hospital I was told my wife had passed away. I was released the following morning by the doctor. When I
arrived at home the police came. They asked me how I felt. I said I was still in pain. They told me when I was feeling
better I must go to the police station to tell them what happened. I wanted to know at home what happened when I left.



They told me that the police did not come. They came at night at about 12, because Kakana Dickie was shot. They took
this Dickie with a van. It was then that the police came. I was not there, but my boy told me. I could see that the police
did not care, because they did not come when we were injured, they only came when Dickie was injured. One police
came, Blackies, came to me saying that I must give them a statement. I told him I am not going to do that, I want
another police to come.

REV XUNDU: Did that police come?

MR E G MENZI: No, but he met my son. He asked a statement from my son and that was the end of it.

REV XUNDU: Was there a court case?

MR E G MENZI: No.

REV XUNDU: Did you go to any Attorneys?

MR E G MENZI: No.

REV XUNDU: The people who entered your shop, did you know all of them?

MR E G MENZI: I know Boom, Sicuku Jantjies, Kolisile, Kakana, Mpendulo Kakana, Mongamela Kakana, Madusa
Kakana. Those were the ones who came in the shop.

REV XUNDU: You buried your wife?

MR E G MENZI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Were you disrupted by the police?

MR E G MENZI: No, but they were just there to observe.

REV XUNDU: After that you went back to your normal lives?

MR E G MENZI: After the funeral the community decided to chase away the Kakana family from the township. They
stayed near the police station. Their shops were burnt, Xhalanga's shop and Kakana's shop. The people from the
community could not go near the police station because they would be harassed by these two families. People were not
allowed to or have weapons, but the Kakana family had weapons. There were people like Madusa who were killed.

REV XUNDU: After all this did the Kakana family go back to the township?

MR E G MENZI: Yes, they came back to the township at the time of the State of Emergency. I heard that they had a
high fence so that the people from the community cannot go in. They came to me, the woman of Kakana's family, came
to me to apologise.

REV XUNDU: Are you still in Cookhouse?

MR E G MENZI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Still continuing with your shop?

MR E G MENZI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: The ones who came to you, who assaulted you, did they come to apologise to you, these men you have
just mentioned?

MR E G MENZI: No, some of them are in Fort Beaufort, some of them have passed away, but they did not come to me



to apologise.

REV XUNDU: Only their wives came to you to apologise. You, as men, you still have conflict?

MR E G MENZI: I am not satisfied, because the people who assaulted me did not come to me and apologise.

REV XUNDU: The police that took statement from your son, what did they do?

MR E G MENZI: They did nothing, they just took a statement from my son.

REV XUNDU: What is your request to the Commission?

MR E G MENZI: My request to the Commission, as we were being chased away, there were people who were hired,
they were known as "Specials". One of them is a policeman today. I would like the Government to do something about
these people, because they were hired by the past Government.

REV XUNDU: You said that he is here?

MR E G MENZI: Yes, he is here.

REV XUNDU: What did you say about these people.

MR E G MENZI: I said that the Government must see what to do about these people.

REV XUNDU: Except for that, what is your other request?

MR E G MENZI: There is nothing.

REV XUNDU: Is there peace amongst you and the families of these people?

MR E G MENZI: We are happy, there is no conflict.

REV XUNDU: Mbulelo, do you have anything else to add in your father's story?

MR M MENZI: What I would like the Commission to do, as this was a very painful thing that happened to us, if one
can sit down and watch what was happening, it was like a butchery, because there was blood all over. My mother left
two young children, they need their mother, they need the discipline, to be disciplined by their mother. I would like the
Commission to prosecute the people, the perpetrators, because if you say you forgive them, but you have a grudge, that
will not be acceptable.

REV XUNDU: In other words, you say that these people must be brought forward to the Law.

MR M MENZI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Is that all?

MR M MENZI: Yes, that is all, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you, Mr Menzi, and you, Mbulelo. This must have been a very painful day to you. Your
wife was killed, you were also badly injured and you nearly died. This is clearly a painful day for you, but I do not want
to comment beyond that at this stage. I would like to call the next witnesses who will be giving us the other side of the
story. For now, we thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We would now like to call Dideka Grace Mishombo.

REV XUNDU: You may remain seated, Mam, but I would like to swear you in, please.

DIDEKA GRACE MISHOMBO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Chairperson, the witness has been duly sworn.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to ask her to put on the headphones. June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mrs Mishombo? Can you hear me?

MRS MISHOMBO: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Mishombo, you are here today to tell us about the death of your husband, Ben Mishombo, on the
29th of August 1976. Before I start asking you any questions I need you to clarify something for me. This, the death of
your husband took place in Johannesburg. Would you tell me, were you resident, were you actually living there?

MRS MISHOMBO: We were residing in Meletsani township in Johannesburg in Johannesburg and on this day, the
29th, he left to go and look for his mother and her grandchildren, because soldiers, Government soldiers, would detain
children. Gadja's soldiers were detaining people and late that night an unknown man came, knocked at the door and said
that he was sent by him that I should get three men to go and pick him up. When he got there he found my husband, the
name next door and his son and they went and picked him up where he had fallen and they said that he had been shot
dead by Gadja Buthulezi's gang. When he got home he was reeking of teargas, it was unbearable and he was saying that
he, something was burning him in his stomach. He would want water and, but he would not drink it.

The following morning I took him to the surgery, to Dr Mbega, who was a doctor at Baragwaneth Hospital. Dr Mbega
said that he was reeking of teargas and it seems as if he had even taken, eaten something and the doctor examined him
and we took him the following, the Saturday morning, the following day, called an ambulance to fetch him and took him
to Baragwaneth. He was admitted to Baragwaneth for three days and he was brought back and I kept taking him and Dr
Mbega would even do house calls. At some stage it became apparent that he was too ill, he was not even able to eat and
we took him back to Baragwaneth. On the fourth of September he died at Baragwaneth Hospital.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Mishombo, you say that he died then on the fourth. Now Samuel Modikie, who was he, was?

MRS MISHOMBO: Samuel Modikie was his youngest brother. They were together on the day of this incident. Samuel
was paralysed although he is still alive today. He is still in Johannesburg where he is living with his sister. So, Ben died,
but before he died he said that I should come back here and that I should leave the house in the care of his son. I left the
house in the care of his son and when the son could not take care of things, he lost the house, he lost the car and he came



to stay with me here in Port Alfred. He is unemployed and he depends on me for everything. He has been with me for
five years yet he is unemployed. The motor car and the house have been lost.

MS CRICHTON: He also had a business in Johannesburg, is that correct?

MRS MISHOMBO: Yes, I use to sew and sell clothing.

MS CRICHTON: Now, what do you make of this story that you were told about the Gadja Buthulezi gang. What do you
believe and understand from that?

MRS MISHOMBO: I understood that it was definitely that group, because there were so many of them there in 1976. It
was them, the soldiers and the police.

MS CRICHTON: Where was the funeral, Mrs Mishombo, where was the funeral?

MRS MISHOMBO: The funeral was held at, oh dear, I have forgotten the name.

MS CRICHTON: Is it Avalon?

MRS MISHOMBO: Yes, at Avalon.

MS CRICHTON: Were there other dependents that your husband left as well, who else was there in the family at that
time? How many other children? Just the one son?

MRS MISHOMBO: It was only my son, Clive, only. There was not any other child.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Mishombo, you came here with certain expectations. What were they, that you wanted the
Commission, particularly, to do for you?

MRS MISHOMBO: I know that the Commission cannot bring my husband back to do anything for me, but I would like
the Commission to help me to get a place of my own to stay in, because I am living with family and I am back at my
parental home and it is not, I would like to live on my own, because I was living quite harmoniously with my husband,
but I have since lost my house and lost my car. I use to eat what I wanted and wear what I wanted.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything more that you want to tell the Commission about this event, anything that you feel
you have left out that was important?

MRS MISHOMBO: I do not know what else I can say.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Mishombo. We have heard what you have said and noted what you have said and the
fact that you have lost so much, especially your husband and all the business and all of your possessions, but we are
grateful that you are safely back in the Port Alfred community. Thank you. I am going to hand you back to the
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mama Mishombo, in your testimony you mentioned something about Gadja Buthulezi's group or
gang. You mentioned something about Gadja Buthulezi's gang.

MRS MISHOMBO: I spoke about Gadja Buthulezi's soldiers who were driving Hippos in Johannesburg at that time in
1976. They were patrolling the area at that time. It was said that they were the police and soldiers of Gadja Buthulezi.

CHAIRPERSON: I am a bit confused, because Inkatha, ANC violence, violence between Inkatha, ANC and UDF
started long after the period of 1976. Are you sure you are not confusing your facts?

MRS MISHOMBO: People spoke about Gadja's soldiers, because they were the ones who carried knop kirries and
drove Hippos and they were said to have been bought by the Government of the time to assist them in Soweto.



CHAIRPERSON: Was it said that Gadja Buthulezi's soldiers were driving Hippos?

MRS MISHOMBO: Yes, they were driving around in the Caspars and they would detain the children and we were
forced that, at that stage to eat supper at five o' clock in the afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON: Who took away your house and your car?

MRS MISHOMBO: I would say that we lost it to The Perm, because we had extended it, we had built an additional two
rooms and a garage and this, our son remained behind in that house, but, apparently, he could not maintain the payments
and The Perm repossessed the house.

CHAIRPERSON: Is Samuel Modikie still alive?

MRS MISHOMBO: Yes, he is still alive, he is living with his sister in Diepkloof. My mother-in-law was staying at
number 297 Moletsane.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much for your story. It is going to be slightly difficult story for us to investigate,
because it happened in Gauteng and it is going to have to be investigated in Gauteng, but fortunately we do have a
Commission office in Gauteng which could assist us by investigating, because everything that gets put before us has to
be investigated, but it should not be a major problem. We will be very keen to find out where Samuel Modikie stays,
because it seems as though he is a crucial witness to your testimony. For now we would like to thank you and assure
you that we will investigate this matter. Thank you very much.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Chairman, Ntombizodwa Cynthia Mketshane.

NTOMBIZODWA CYNTHIA MKETSHANE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

ZOLEKA WINNIE MBENENGE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

NOMHLE CYNTHIA SABANI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: (Not translated) Tiny Maya (not translated).

MS MAYA: (Not translated) Cynthia Sabani (not translated) Mam Sabani, we can hear that this incident happened
during the same period, but the difference is that you have given us a different date. We want to make sure that the
death, Dumezweni died on the 28th of June 1988. So, which means that the two cases are different from the two.

MS SABANI: Yes, my case is different from the two.

MS MAYA: Thank you, we wanted to clarify that matter before proceeding. I will now start with Ntombizodwa Cynthia
Mketshane. Ntombizodwa, you are here to testify about Mtutuzeli Stewart Nziweni. Is that so? What is your relationship
to him?

MRS MKETSHANE: He was my husband.

MS MAYA: You said that he joined the Municipality Police in Adelaide in November 1985. In January 1986 he went
for a police training in Port Elizabeth and came back to Adelaide. Is that so?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, that is correct.



MS MAYA: On this day you said that he was no longer staying in the township because a group of youth asked him to
leave the township because he was a police. Is that so?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: In 1986 he went to train again, but he came back to Adelaide in July.

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: On the day of his death, on the 27th of July 1986, you said that he left the house with two of his friends,
Michael Sinqana and Dugard Mlsholana to go to the township. Is that so?

MRS MKETSHANE: They were, he accompanied the two men to pick up their girlfriends in the township.

MS MAYA: Can you please tell us briefly what happened according to your knowledge.

MRS MKETSHANE: On this particular day he left home and I told him not to go, to accompany the two men, because
the two men were going to their girlfriends. He said that, no, they will return quickly. It was about ten or 11 in the
morning. In the afternoon at about two I heard that there was shooting in the township. I had a small baby at the time.
My baby had nine months, was nine months old. I took my baby and I wanted to see who was shooting. I could see from
the other side. I saw Michael Sinqana coming from the township together with his girlfriend Nokazola. I asked

them where my husband was. They told me that, no, he was on his way to town.

When I was going to the township trying to find out what was happening, one woman took my baby. I saw that the way
many people, a group of people in the field. Someone was being beaten up. I could see a white thing, because my
husband was wearing a white trouser my mind told me that he was the one who was being beaten up. I then met Dugard
Mlsholana, I asked him where my husband was. He told me he was coming, they left him there. The Casper then
appeared and it went to the field. Many people dispersed. When I was trying to go there one soldier stopped me. He
asked me to tell him what clothes my husband was wearing. I told him that he was wearing a white trouser, brown belt
and he looked at me, he shook his head. Sergeant Brown who was also a Municipal Police came driving a police van. At
that time I could not think properly. My sister ran away, she ran to this thing.

When my sister arrived there, she came back to me and she told me that he is still alive and I told myself that I was
going to ask him why you did not listen to me, because I told him not to go to the township. This soldier shook his head.
Sergeant Brown took me to the hospital. They said that my husband was in a Casper and I was in police van together
with Sergeant Brown. Dr Letaga came in hospital with an injection. He asked me how was your husband. I told him that
we were co-operating with my husband. We were, we had a good relationship, he was listening to me. Dr Letaga told
me that my husband was dead. He gave me this injection and he told them to take me to bed.

I could not sleep. I heard my baby crying. My child

was brought to me by the woman who took him from me. I asked the doctor to release me on the following day to be
with my baby. I do not know what else happened, but we buried him. When the case was investigated I heard that the
person who killed him was Fafa. Nobody came to me to tell me directly who killed my husband. I just heard that it was
Fafa. That was all I knew about the case. I was again informed that an identity document was also found on the body by
Mxolisi Gazi.

There was one day when we were called by the Magistrate by the name of Terblanche. The case was examined. Michael
Sinqana, Dugard Mlsholana were there. After that day we were told that the people who killed him were not found.

MS MAYA: When you say that you were called in a Magistrates Court, was there anyone charged for killing your
husband?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, it was Fafa.



MS MAYA: Who is Fafa?

MRS MKETSHANE: Fafa was the one who killed him.

MS MAYA: Did you know him before?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, he was a Comrade.

MS MAYA: Is he still around?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, he is still around.

MS MAYA: Do you meet with each other?

MRS MKETSHANE: He is scarce. I was told that he was not in Adelaide.

MS MAYA: After your husband's death, did you meet with him and talk to him?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, we did not meet, but shortly after this incident I met him in town. I was still wearing black
clothes. What he did was, he came to me and I was scared of him, because I was thinking about what, what happened,
but

fortunately there were people around, the Municipality Police were around. They took me to the shop, Durant Shop.
After all this, when we went back to the township, we use to greet each other. When I saw him in the township I would
greet him and he will greet me back. He left Adelaide after that.

MS MAYA: What happened to the case, was it dismissed?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: You said that your husband left you with small children.

MRS MKETSHANE: He left me with a baby who was nine months old.

MS MAYA: How old is the child now?

MRS MKETSHANE: The child is 11 years old.

MS MAYA: Are you working now?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, I am not working.

MS MAYA: How are you supporting your child?

MRS MKETSHANE: There is a grant that my child gets from the Government.

MS MAYA: Do you have any request to the Commission?

MRS MKETSHANE: I have only one request to the Commission. I do not want conflict between myself and the
community. I do receive a grant from the Government for my child, but I would like to be helped so that my child can
be educated.

MS MAYA: Did anyone come to you and explain why your husband was killed in the township?

MRS MKETSHANE: After a while, after this incident, it is said that at the time they were in the township, they went to
Duda's house. Ntimshane's girlfriend was staying in that house. I just heard this, I do not know whether it is the truth. I



heard that they were drinking their drinks.

Michael Sinqana, because he was going to look for his girlfriend, there was conflict between him and the Comrades in
the township. The Comrades were angry. Michael went to take Stewart, my husband, and he told them that they must go
back home and do their job. People say that my husband said that, let us go back, because I left my wife alone. Michael
was drunk at that time. He took my husband to the field. Michael shot first when they were chased by these people who
were watching a soccer match. My husband ran away, he tried to shoot until the bullets were all finished and Michael
and Totana managed to run away.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, when your husband was shooting, was there any person injured?

MRS MKETSHANE: I heard that one guy, Mbenenge, passed away on that day.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Let me know go to Zoleka. Your full names, are you Zoleka Winnie Mbenenge?

MS MBENENGE: Yes.

MS MAYA: You are going to talk about Tembekile Eric Mbenenge. What is your relationship?

MS MBENENGE: He was my brother.

MS MAYA: How old was he?

MS MBENENGE: He was 30 years old.

MS MAYA: As you have already said, your case is the same as the lady who just testified. Do you have, do you know
what happened to your brother when he died on the 27th of July 1986?

MS MBENENGE: It was on a Sunday, that day. My brother had attended a soccer match. It was about two to three in
the afternoon. At about four or five we saw he was brought by a car by the Comrades. They told us that Tembekile was

shot. They took him to Alice to Dr Mbethe. He was then transferred to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. My mother tried to
visit him in hospital, he was still alive in Cecilia Makiwane at that time. They went to visit him, he was still alive on
their first visit. When they visited him on the second time he had passed away.

He was brought back and he was buried at home. We were not in the soccer match, but we just heard that Michael
Sinqana and Dugard was there together with one police called, with one Sergeant.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MS MBENENGE: We did not hear anything about what happened.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case?

MS MBENENGE: No, there was no court case.

MS MAYA: Did you go to an Attorney?

MS MBENENGE: No.

MS MAYA: You have mentioned that he was 30 years old. Did he have a wife?

MS MBENENGE: No, he did not have a wife, but he had a child?

MS MAYA: How old is that child?



MS MBENENGE: He is 11 years old. He is doing standard two.

MS MAYA: According to your knowledge, was he a member of any political organisation or was he just shot?

MS MBENENGE: Everybody who was there was being shot.

MS MAYA: At home, do you have a request to the Commission?

MS MBENENGE: Our request to the Commission is that we want the Commission to investigate to the Cecilia
Makiwane, how many bullets were found in his body. Were they taken out or were they buried, was he buried with
them.

MS MAYA: In other words, you mean that there was no post

mortem.

MS MBENENGE: No.

MS MAYA: There was no inquest?

MS MBENENGE: No, there was no inquest.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else you want to add?

MS MBENENGE: No.

MS MAYA: You said that this child is at school?

MS MBENENGE: Yes, he is at school. He is receiving a grant.

MS MAYA: How old is the child?

MS MBENENGE: He is 11 years old.

MS MAYA: Is that all you want to say?

MS MBENENGE: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Zoleka. This grant is it a Government grant?

MS MBENENGE: Yes.

MS MAYA: You are going to tell us about Dumezweni Sabani. Is that so?

MS SABANI: Yes.

MS MAYA: You said that he was a soccer player. What is your relationship to him?

MS SABANI: He was my brother.

MS MAYA: As we are reading your statement, as I have already said, there are things connected to the two stories that
have been mentioned, but the dates are different. We would like you to give us his death certificate.

MS SABANI: This is the same case, Mam. I think I have written a wrong date.

MS MAYA: In other words, your story is 27 July 1986?



MS SABANI: No, in 1985.

MS MAYA: We would like you to tell us about what happened. Do you have anything different from what has already
been said?

MS SABANI: No.

MS MAYA: What did you hear, what happened to your brother?

MS SABANI: One boy came to tell us this, but I do not remember who this boy was. He said that there was shooting in
the soccer field. Dumezweni was one of the people who was shot. I asked this boy was he injured. He said that he did
not know, but he fell down. He was running towards the church.

MS MAYA: When did you hear that he died?

MS SABANI: We went to the scene together with my mother. When we arrived there he was lying down. I was not
aware that he was dead. I tried to wake him up, but we found out that he was dead. We cried. The police van came, Mr
Botha and Mr Twana were amongst those police. We were crying. They asked us why were we crying, whose child was
supposed to die. Mr Botha went to Dumezweni. He took out a knife and took out a bullet from his body.

MS MAYA: After that what happened?

MS SABANI: They told us we have to be present when they were doing post mortem.

MS MAYA: What happened to that bullet?

MS SABANI: Botha took that bullet and we were scared of asking him.

MS MAYA: Is this Botha the same Botha that was mentioned?

ADV SANDI: Sorry, Mr Chairperson, this is a very painful story. People are telling us their story. This is not a cinema.

MS MAYA: Please continue. Botha took out this bullet from his body. What happened? You mentioned that you went
to

court.

MS SABANI: He took out the bullet and we did not ask him what he did about the bullet, but we were told to be present
when the post mortem was conducted. Dr Letaga said that there was no bullet in the body. We were scared to say that
Botha took it out.

MS MAYA: Where is Mr Botha?

MS SABANI: He is still around.

MS MAYA: Is he still a police?

MS SABANI: No, he is a pensioner, but he is still in Adelaide.

MS MAYA: How old was your brother?

MS SABANI: He was born in 1963.

MS MAYA: Did he have his family?

MS SABANI: No.



MS MAYA: Did he have a child?

MS SABANI: No, he did not have any?

MS MAYA: Do you have anything else to add to what you have already said?

MS SABANI: No.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission? Do you have a request to the Commission as you lost your
brother?

MS SABANI: Yes, my brother was supporting my mother and my mother is not well, because her child was killed. I am
also ill, I cannot work.

MS MAYA: As the perpetrators were not prosecuted, you do not even know what happened to the bullet. Do you know
or do you want to know what happened?

MS SABANI: Yes, we want to know what happened to my brother.

MS MAYA: Is that all, Mam?

MS SABANI: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: I will now hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I will ask you, Ms Mketshane. That in your story you mentioned that
people were killed. As the community, did you come together to try to make peace?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, we did not come together.

REV XUNDU: Is there any conflict now in your, between you and the people and the family members?

MRS MKETSHANE: We meet with the Mbenenge family. There is no conflict between us.

REV XUNDU: And with Mrs Sabani?

MRS MKETSHANE: There is no conflict between us.

REV XUNDU: On your side, in the Mketshane family, are you satisfied, did you understand what happened, did you
understand the situation at that time?

MRS MKETSHANE: Can you please repeat, Sir?

REV XUNDU: I was saying that as Mrs Mketshane has testified, in the conflict that was in that soccer match, there was
shooting all over and her husband was one of the people who was shooting. Did you understand the situation? Is there
peace between you?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, there is peace, we forgave each other. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Ntombizodwa Mketshane, I have one question for you. The colleagues of your husband, the ones
who were together with him, are they still alive?

MRS MKETSHANE: One of them has passed away, one of them is still alive.



CHAIRPERSON: The one who is still alive, do you have contact with him?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, even the past two weeks he was at home, at my home.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you have any answer to the Mbenenge questions, because Zoleka, one of her requests is that she
would like to know more, to find out what happened to his brother.

MRS MKETSHANE: I will try to help.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Let me thank all of you. Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Mketshane, in the two policemen who left with your husband, who is
still alive?

MRS MKETSHANE: Dugard Mlsholana has passed away. Michael Sinqana is still alive.

ADV SANDI: When did Dugard Mlsholana die?

MRS MKETSHANE: He died in 1995.

ADV SANDI: Was he sick?

MRS MKETSHANE: He died in a car accident. He was from Port Elizabeth to Uitenhage.

ADV SANDI: As they took your husband that day did they come to you and explain to you what happened?

MRS MKETSHANE: They did not come to me to explain.

ADV SANDI: They did not tell you what happened?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, they did not tell me. I just heard from their girlfriends when they were talking to each other.

ADV SANDI: When they left home were they driving or what?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, they were not driving. They just walked to the township.

ADV SANDI: Is there any other place they mentioned except

visiting their girlfriends?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, when they left me they said that they were visiting their girlfriends and they went to Dugard
Mlsholana's girlfriend and went through the soccer match field.

ADV SANDI: As you lost your husband who was killed when he was accompanying them, when you are having a
problem at home do you go to them for help?

MRS MKETSHANE: No, because Michael Sinqana is no longer a policeman. He is staying in the township now.

ADV SANDI: In the police force, did you get money after your husband died?

MRS MKETSHANE: Yes, I did receive money.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: I want to thank the three of you because you agreed to testify together. I think this is the first time
such a thing happened in this region, the Eastern Cape region. Mrs Mketshane was the wife of a police who took part in



shooting your family members, Mrs Sabani and you, Zoleka. I think this is wonderful that you have agreed to come
forward together, to testify together. You have shown a pain is a pain. If you were others, you will not agree to testify
with Mrs Mketshane, but you have agreed to come forward together with her. You have shown us that killing a person
does not take sides. We also thank Ntombizodwa Mketshane because she promised that as Zoleka wanted to know the
details of her brother's death, she promised that she will help in investigating. You also made peace amongst each other.
When my colleague asked you how you felt, you said that there was peace amongst you. This is a good example. We
thank you for that. We would like this example to be followed by other people, to accept the pain as you did. We thank
you people from Adelaide.
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REV XUNDU: Edith Vangile Mpande, please stand up.

EDITH VANGILE MPANDE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairman, she has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mrs Edith Mpande. Ntsiki Sandi will lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission. Did you ask to testify in English?

MRS MPANDE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: You have asked to testify in English, okay.

ADV SANDI: Okay, thank you, Mr Chairman. Mrs Mpande, you have made a request to come and testify about your
son, what happened to him in 1978. What are the full names of your son? Is it Madalane Makwenkwe Mpande?

MRS MPANDE: It is Makwenkwe Madalane.

ADV SANDI: Mpande?

MRS MPANDE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How old was he when he was shot and killed by the police?

MRS MPANDE: 16 And a half years.

ADV SANDI: Can you tell the story, without interruption from me, what happened in 1978, how was he shot?

MRS MPANDE: In July 1977, Makwenkwe and a few some other peoples were arrested and charged for arson.
(Indistinct) School was burnt to the ground in Tunkie location, locally. They were found not guilty and he was
discharged, but even then the security police were after him. He could not go to town, they would chase him. So, we
ultimately fled to PE with some other pupils to go and join their Comrades in PE. He was shot there while he was
setting a bakery delivery vehicle alight.

We had asked a neighbour of ours, Mr Mdana, Nane Mdana, to make arrangements for the funeral, but Nane, he was
detained on a daily basis. Makwenkwe was shot on the 15th of March 1978 in PE. Nane was detained on a daily basis
from the 16th to the 25th. I think the security police must have heard that he is organising the funeral and he was only
let free on that Thursday, the day of the funeral, a day imposed on us by them. Makwenkwe, when Makwenkwe died, he
died nine months after the birth of his daughter, Phumeza, who is still with me and whom I have adopted legally. She is
at technical college and I am fully responsibility. She is under my care, being a widower and a pensioner.



ADV SANDI: Was anyone taken to court for shooting and killing your son?

MRS MPANDE: Pardon.

ADV SANDI: Was anyone arrested for doing this?

MRS MPANDE: We went for an inquest in PE. I do not know who that policeman, it was a white policeman, he was
found not guilty.

ADV SANDI: Was there a lawyer for the family?

MRS MPANDE: Was a what?

ADV SANDI: Did you have a lawyer, an attorney for the family?

MRS MPANDE: No, we did not.

ADV SANDI: What was the outcome of the post-mortem? What

did the post-mortem results say?

MRS MPANDE: I would not tell, but what I saw when we went to look at the mortuary in Mount Road, I could see he
was stitching here in the chest.

ADV SANDI: What happened when you had the funeral service? Was that in Grahamstown?

MRS MPANDE: Yes, it was in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: Were you able to hold this service without interruption from anyone?

MRS MPANDE: There was a lot of interruption. Every night they use to surround the fence. They use to ask the people,
what do you want here, go away and what. The roads were blocked from Beaufort Street top up to upper Ragland Road,
cars could not go past.

ADV SANDI: Were any people arrested on the day of the funeral?

MRS MPANDE: Not that I know of, beside that Nane was detained for a few days.

ADV SANDI: Is that the gist of your story?

MRS MPANDE: Yes, that is the gist of my story.

ADV SANDI: Surely you have a purpose by appearing before this Commission. Do you want to make any request?

MRS MPANDE: Yes, I have. Makwenkwe was in the prime of his life. I would have had somebody working for me
now. He left a child behind who I adopted legally, because it is Makwenkwe's child. I have got to support and
everything. I would like to see her educated. I have got no means because I am a pensioner and I have no husband, my
husband is late. So, I would like something to be, someone must see to the education of Phumeza and they must see to
myself too, because my son would have worked for me now. He has got his friends here, the same age, you know. I
really feel hurt when I see them going past me and see them working for their parents.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you have got to say about this, Mrs Mpande?

MRS MPANDE: Yes, that is all that I want to say.



ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mrs Mpande. Thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: This is nice that I do not have to ask you to put on earphones. I just want to ask you when did your
son actually leave, was he 16 and a half when he left, together with that question.

MRS MPANDE: Yes, he left in October 1977.

MS CRICHTON: So, he was not even 16 yet?

MRS MPANDE: Yes, he was born ...

MS CRICHTON: He was 15?

MRS MPANDE: ... the 13th of September 1961.

MS CRICHTON: And who did he stay with when he was in Port Elizabeth?

MRS MPANDE: He was just staying with his friends, his other pupils and staying around.

MS CRICHTON: And the friends that he made in Port Elizabeth, have you had contact with them? Were they able to
give you any information about his activity, politically, in Port Elizabeth?

MRS MPANDE: No, what I just found the other, that same day when I came back from work was another CD car with
another lady in there that had come to tell me that a friend has sent them to come and tell me that Makwenkwe has been
shot, shot dead.

MS CRICHTON: And they could tell you no more than that?

MRS MPANDE: They could not tell me no more than that.

MS CRICHTON: And when you say that he was politically involved, perhaps I did not hear you clearly, how do you
know he was politically involved? Was there harassment at the house?

MRS MPANDE: I know, because all his ANC people were there, his friends, the strugglers, were there. The funeral,
they did not want to see that they had a donkey cart there, to cart him to church and from the church they had the box on
their shoulders and when they came back, there was chaos in the location that whole night. Police were marching up in
eights, up and down the street, they did not want to see anybody in the streets.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, Mrs Mpande. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mama Edith Mpande, you have shared with us and, indeed, have shared with the nation the pain of
losing your son. To see you shed tears makes us realise, again, the price that mothers had to pay for the freedom, for the
liberation of our land. Mothers paid, indeed, the highest price, because in most of the cases they did not even know what
their sons were doing and they had to be confronted by dead bodies which they had to collect and bury like you did to
Makwenkwe. We wish to convey, on behalf of the Commission, our deepest sympathy and an assurance that we will, as
far as we are able, pursue every case that is placed before us. There is, of course, no guarantee that we will be able to
solve every case. We are beginning to realise that there are a number of cases which are going to remain unsolved given
the time allocated to us as a

Commission, but we are grateful that you have brought this case to us and we will do what we can to answer the
questions that you have raised in your statement. I do wish, however, to point out that our office has noted that your
statement is very scanty, that they would like to have more information, more background information than is provided
in the statement. So, I wish that, perhaps, as you are led down from the stand, somebody from the staff of the
Commission must sit down with you and, indeed, get the details which are essential for us to have if we are to have any



meaningful investigation of your matter. For now, we salute you and we thank you for coming to testify.
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REV XUNDU: Mandlakayise Matu Mphithi, please stand up.

MR MPHITHI: (Duly sworn in, states)

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairman, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you, Mandlakayise. We will ask Tiny Maya to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mandlakayise, according to your statement in front of us, you are going to tell
us about three incidents that happened to you. Two of them happened on the 8th of May 1985 where you were tortured
by the police in Bedford. You were also chopped off two fingers. The third one is about the State Emergency in 1986.
Please tell us briefly what happened to you.

MR MPHITHI: In 1985, in 1985 in Bedford I was on my way to shop, to the coloured area. At the time there was a
consumer boycott. I went from the township to the coloured area. When I arrived there in the shop, one person came out
of the shop. He came to me, he said that, Comrade, I just want to know one thing, let us go outside. We went out. I did
not ask what was it, I just went out with him. I told him to hurry up, because I wanted to buy something in the shop.
When he arrived outside he said that you are one of the people who destroyed my food. It was dark at the shop, when I
went out I saw him taking out a knife. I tried to

defend myself, I thought it was abating, because it was dark. He cut, he chopped me and he ran away. After that I went
back, I ran back to the shop. When I looked at my hand, my fingers were chopped. The owner of the shop tried to help
me, he tried to block the blood. He phoned the ambulance, he phoned again the ambulance for the second time.

When the ambulance arrived they told me, they told him that they cannot take me to hospital. They told the owner of the
shop to phone the police. The owner of the shop told them that he will pay them R10,00 to take me to hospital. He paid
them this R10,00 and they took me to hospital. When I arrived in hospital the police also arrived. They wanted to talk to
me. I told them that I cannot talk to them, because I was in pain. I told them to come the following day. They left. The
following morning they came back in hospital. They asked me whether I was laying a charge against the person who did
this to me. I said, yes, but I will lay a charge when I would be, when I was out of hospital. They asked me to give them a
statement. I said that I do not have a statement to give them. I will go to them and give a statement when I was released
from hospital. The doctors took me to the theatre to operate me. I stayed for two weeks and the third week, when I was
going to the township, I met police in their Hippo. People were running away. I was still in pain at that time. When I
tried to run away the police came. They took me to the Hippo. When I was in that Hippo they kicked me although I was
coming from the hospital. They arrested me. I was in pain and I told them that I was sick, I was not well.

MS MAYA: Let us go back. At the time you were in a shop,



did you know the person who took you outside?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, I knew him.

MS MAYA: Who was he?

MR MPHITHI: It was Gideon.

MS MAYA: Who was Gideon?

MR MPHITHI: He was a coloured man.

MS MAYA: Why did he take you out of the shop?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know, because he said to me he wanted to ask me something concerning being a Comrade.
When I wanted to know what it was he took out a knife. When I tried to defend myself he cut my fingers.

MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge against him to the police?

MR MPHITHI: No.

MS MAYA: Why did you not lay a charge?

MR MPHITHI: Please repeat.

MS MAYA: Why did you not lay a charge against him?

MR MPHITHI: When I was released from the hospital I went to the police. I told them I wanted to lay a charge. They
just took me and they arrested me.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case?

MR MPHITHI: No, there was no court case.

MS MAYA: You mentioned a consumer boycott. What was happening?

MR MPHITHI: We were not supposed to buy in town as we were fighting for our rights. It was when Comrade Goniwe
and others died. We, as the community, were in pain. We did not allow people to go and buy in town, because of certain
reasons. We were supposed to buy only in the townships, but I was not involved in such things. Even when I got injured
I was just on my way to shop.

MS MAYA: This Gideon told you that he wanted to know about being a Comrade. You went out to explain to him.
What were you going to explain to him?

MR MPHITHI: I wanted to ask him what he wanted to say.

MS MAYA: How old were you at the time?

MR MPHITHI: I was 18 years old.

MS MAYA: Were you at school?

MR MPHITHI: No, I was not at school.

MS MAYA: What were you doing? Were you working?



MR MPHITHI: No, I was staying at home looking after livestock.

MS MAYA: Was there any organisation in the community or the youth organisation you belonged to?

MR MPHITHI: No.

MS MAYA: You say that it was a normal thing, at that time, for people at your age not to belong in an organisation?

MR MPHITHI: At that time I use to go out to look for my, out for the livestock.

MS MAYA: Let us now continue from where you said that you were arrested when you were laying a charge. For how
long did you stay there?

MR MPHITHI: I stayed for 50 days.

MS MAYA: What happened in prison?

MR MPHITHI: When I was there, there was a police by the name of Matiwane Stemele. He would come to our cell and
beat us and assault us. When I was about to be released he said that I am supposed to give them the guns that were in my
home. I told them I know nothing about the guns. He told me that he will assault me, because I do know about these
guns.

MS MAYA: Do you know of any reason this policeman was

accusing you of this?

MR MPHITHI: No.

MS MAYA: What happened after you were released?

MR MPHITHI: I went home. When I arrived at home I asked my mother where was my younger brother. My mother
told me that the police are looking for us and they are saying that there are petrol bombs and guns in my house and they
were looking for them. I told my mother we know nothing about the petrol bombs and the guns. We did not know what
the police wanted from us.

MS MAYA: Where was your younger brother?

MR MPHITHI: He was sleeping in the forest, because they were running away from home, because they were being
assaulted by the police. When I arrived at home I was not happy. Every morning and every night the police would come.
We would not sleep. They would come to my room, knock and kick the door. When I asked them what they wanted,
they said they would beat me up and say that they wanted these guns. They would take me to the van and take us to
prison, assault us and release us.

MS MAYA: Who were these people who assaulted you?

MR MPHITHI: It was Matiwane Stemele.

MS MAYA: Who is Sam Gcali, who is Sam Gcali?

MR MPHITHI: He is from Cradock. He is a policeman. He was one of the people assaulting me. I did not know why
they were assaulting me, because I knew nothing. I only looked for livestock. I did not know what they wanted from me.

MS MAYA: What about Rooibaard?

MR MPHITHI: He was a policeman from Bedford.



MS MAYA: Where are they now?

MR MPHITHI: Stemele committed a suicide, he shot himself. Rooibaard is still in Bedford.

MS MAYA: Is he still a policeman?

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

MS MAYA: What about Gcali?

MR MPHITHI: Gcali is a policeman in Cradock.

MS MAYA: Do you see them now?

MR MPHITHI: No, but I only see Thomas in Bedford.

MS MAYA: Who is Thomas?

MR MPHITHI: Thomas is a police.

MS MAYA: Was he one of the people who assaulted you?

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened after all this?

MR MPHITHI: I became sick, my ribs were broken. The doctor took me to hospital and they transferred me to East
London.

MS MAYA: What year was this? Was it 1985 or 1986?

MR MPHITHI: It was in 1986. They took me to East London. In East London the doctor said that I must stay in hospital
to recover. I stayed there in hospital. I was sick and I was not well. I was afraid of being assaulted. I will tell the doctor
that I am not okay so that he will not discharge me from hospital, because I was scared of being beaten up. I stayed in
hospital. The doctor would come to me and ask me how I felt. I will tell them, him that I am not well, because I was
scared I did not want to go back home, because I would be assaulted by the police. We were not happy at that time.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay in hospital?

MR MPHITHI: I stayed for a year in hospital. I stayed for a whole year.

MS MAYA: Which hospital is this?

MR MPHITHI: It was in East London, but I do not remember

the name of the hospital.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the doctor, the name of the doctor?

MR MPHITHI: There were many doctors. I do not know who was my actual doctor.

MS MAYA: When you came back from hospital were you assaulted?

MR MPHITHI: No, I was not assaulted, but my younger brother, when I came back, was the one who was being
assaulted. He was shot when I came back.



MS MAYA: What was your brother's name?

MR MPHITHI: It was Stellom Mphithi.

MS MAYA: Where is he?

MR MPHITHI: He is in Bedford. He was shot by Mabityi in Newbright.

MS MAYA: Why was he shot?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know. He was in Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: Was it in connection with political activists?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know.

MS MAYA: Do you know whether he was a member of any organisation?

MR MPHITHI: No, I do not know.

MS MAYA: Mandlakayise, what is your request to the Commission? What is your request to the Commission?

MR MPHITHI: My request to the Commission is that police were harassing us and I cannot forgive them, because they
were not supposed to treat us and it was against the Law to torture us and to treat us like that, because our lives were not
safe.

MS MAYA: In other words, what are you saying to the police now?

MR MPHITHI: What I am saying is that I cannot forgive them. I would like them to, I would like new members to be
placed in the police force.

MS MAYA: You said that you want the perpetrators to come forward.

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

MS MAYA: You also mentioned that you need disability grant in order to take care of your ten year old child. Is that all
you want to say?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mandlakayise. I will hand over to the Chairperson. Maybe there are questions you are going to
be asked by my colleagues. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mphithi, I just have two questions for you. The first one is, maybe, a difficult question, but,
perhaps, you may answer it if you want to. Were you ever approached by any State officials to assist them in their work
against the community?

MR MPHITHI: No, I was not approached by any.

MS CRICHTON: Alright and the second question is to ask you what is the situation in Bedford now? You are saying
that those who were part of assaulting you are actually still in Bedford, one of them is still in the police in Bedford.
What is the situation in the community now?

MR MPHITHI: The situation in Bedford is not the same as before. Things are better now.



MS CRICHTON: Thank you, Mr Mphithi.

MR MPHITHI: Thank you, Mam.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mandlakayise, you said that you stayed for a year in hospital.

MR MPHITHI: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: You do not know the name of the hospital?

MR MPHITHI: No, I do not know the name of the hospital.

ADV SANDI: The doctors in the hospital, you do not remember even one of them?

MR MPHITHI: No, I do not remember any, because there were many. Some of them were indians, coloureds, etcetera.

ADV SANDI: You did not hear anyone mentioning the name of a doctor in hospital?

MR MPHITHI: In front of me, no.

ADV SANDI: Do you know any of the nurses there in that hospital?

MR MPHITHI: No, I did not know any name, the nurse. I did not know anyone.

ADV SANDI: What is it, your left or right hand that was injured?

MR MPHITHI: It was the left.

ADV SANDI: You said that Gideon injured you. Is he a policeman or what?

MR MPHITHI: Gideon was against the police, but he was together with the police.

ADV SANDI: He was together with the police?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, he was working together with the police.

ADV SANDI: Except that he was working with the police, what was his job?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know about his job.

ADV SANDI: Was he staying in your community?

MR MPHITHI: He was staying in a coloured township.

ADV SANDI: Is he still there?

MR MPHITHI: No, he passed away.

ADV SANDI: You mentioned a consumer boycott, were you part of that decision?

MR MPHITHI: No, I was not part of it.

ADV SANDI: When the shops in town were boycotted were you not part of that?



MR MPHITHI: No, I was not part of it.

ADV SANDI: Did you go and buy in town?

MR MPHITHI: No, I would not go and buy in town.

ADV SANDI: What was happening to the people who broke this law. Were there any people who broke the law?

MR MPHITHI: No.

ADV SANDI: Everybody agreed?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, everybody worked together.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mandlakayise, do you know Matthew Goniwe?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know him, but I hear people talking about him. When I was injured, I got injured in that
funeral, I was injured on the day before the funeral, I wanted to go to the funeral in Cradock, but I could not, because I
got injured.

CHAIRPERSON: People who were not involved in politics did not use to go to such funerals, why did you want to go?

MR MPHITHI: I wanted to go, because I wanted to join people who use to go. I would follow them and join them.

CHAIRPERSON: But you were just looking after livestock, you were not in politics?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, I would take livestock and I would follow people to such places.

CHAIRPERSON: When people were arrested in Bedford, when you were arrested, sorry, in Bedford were there any
Comrades who were arrested?

MR MPHITHI: Yes, there were many.

CHAIRPERSON: You were part of them?

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Why were they arrested?

MR MPHITHI: I do not know.

CHAIRPERSON: But the hospital you were admitted in in East London, although you do not know its name, do you
know the hospital?

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: If you can go to East London can you be able to point the hospital?

MR MPHITHI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mandlakayise. You have told us a painful story that happened in small towns. People
would be arrested like flies. You have told us a painful story, but the way you present your story, you make us laugh.
We are laughing because you remember nothing, you were just looking after your livestock, but we can see that if we
can sit down with you, there is a lot we can get from you that you have not revealed here today. We thank you and we



will try to find out the name of the hospital. I know that you have mentioned that you do not remember the name. I
know that if you are coming from a small town and you go into a city, you become confused. It might happen that you
do not remember the name of the hospital, but it is important for us to know the hospital so that we can get a medical
report. We thank you, Mandlakayise. You may step down. Do not run away, we will come back to you.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Nombulelo Ether Msutu, please stand up.

NOMBULELO ETHER MSUTU: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, she has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, we welcome you Mrs Msutu. We will hand over to June Crichton to lead you with
questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Mrs Msutu. Can you hear me?

MRS MSUTU: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Msutu, there are many cases that we hear, many terrible cases that we hear and yours is a case
which is particularly horrifying in what happened to your son and I want to set the scene, a little bit, by you telling me
what his involvement was, what organisation was he involved in.

MRS MSUTU: My son was a member of COSAS.

MS CRICHTON: And in his involvement with COSAS he was attending many political meetings.

MRS MSUTU: Yes, he was attending many political meetings.

MS CRICHTON: And as a result of that there was a lot of harassment in your home. What happened to your home?

MRS MSUTU: In my home we were not sleeping at night because of the police. They were harassing me all the time.
They would come at night and they would insult me and I would insult them back. They would break my windows and
smash my doors and during that time my brother got sick.

MS CRICHTON: Now, we are talking about the death of your son. Is that not right, Mtunzi?

MRS MSUTU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: On the 18th of July, will you tell us exactly what happened that caused his death.

MRS MSUTU: What happened is I was at work. I was waiting for a bus. One young man came from Metu. He asked
me when are you going to bury your son. I asked which son. He told me your second born. I said what do you mean,
because I last saw my son on Friday. It was on Monday that day. I asked him why are you asking me this. I went back
home. When I arrived at home his younger brother was standing with his cousins. They told me that the police van
passed by, it was Nombenqana and Mankayi. They, Nombenqana came out of the van, they asked the number of my



house. I asked them whether they found my son. I did not think at that time that my son was shot. I thought maybe he
was arrested. I then decided to go to church.

In the following morning I went to my neighbour at about three. I told my neighbour to accompany me to this beer-hall
where the police use to drink. We met some men and asked them where this beer-hall was. When we arrived there I
asked for Nombenqana. One lady told me that he was not there, but we waited for him. Nombenqana then arrived and
then I asked him why was he looking for my numbers, my house's number. He then said that he was just looking for, he
was just searching for a certain number. I then went to work, but before that Nombenqana accompanied one policeman
and this lady who accompanied me told me to follow him, maybe he was scared of talking in front of the people. When I
confronted him, Nombenqana said there were people who were shot. He told me to go to the mortuary to look, to go and
look there.

I went back home and then took a bus. There was one lady in the bus, Zukiswa, together with Pulani. I told them to
accompany me to go to the police station. When I arrived at the police station I was, I looked all over for my son, but he
was not there. I then met Dunjwa. I asked him whether there were corpses in the police station. He then said, he did not
know, but he will open up so that we can look. He opened up, these children told me not to go in. They then did go in to
search for him. Then when they came back I could see in their faces that my son was there. Dunjwa came to me and
then he asked me why I came alone, why did I not take my brother with me. I told him that I did not know my son was
dead. When they showed me my son there were bullets all over in his back. I then went out of that room. They told me
that they will call me when the post mortem was going to be conducted.

Dunjwa and these children that accompanied me, they were scared. There was a plastic in that bin, a black plastic. I then
took my child's clothes to that plastic. Then I was called to sign. I then went out. When I went, when I was going back
home I did not know what was going on, I just collapsed. Notazi came, they took me home. When we arrived at home
they showed me his clothes. There was blood all over. It was found that Tobile Nobebe shot him in N Street and he
dragged him to another street. They then dragged him, he was not dead at the time. They took his body in the S-section,
next to the Qangule house. They gave the impression that he was involved in an attack of this house. Tobile was a
policeman. He tried to persuade my son to join the police force, but he refused. Strydom use to come and say that he
will shoot him if he can find him. He then said that next time he will take me and arrest me and then I said to him, do
that.

Even after my son's death, I was not happy. The police were all over, they were shooting all over. It was worse when the
funeral was in the stadium, they were harassing me all the time, I was not happy.

MS CRICHTON: I just want to ask you a question. I am going to interrupt you, Mrs Msutu. I want to ask you, you say
that they tried to persuade your son, Tobile had tried to persuade your son to be a policeman. Do you think that had
anything to do with his shooting, the fact that he refused?

MRS MSUTU: I am not saying that it had anything to do with his shooting, because he was shot for being politically
active.

MS CRICHTON: But you have made it quite clear that he was framed for the stoning or possible stoning of the house of
the councillor. I want to move on now, I want to move on to the funeral now so that we are brief. At the funeral you
were given restrictions, you were told that only 200 people could come. Is that correct?

MRS MSUTU: Yes, because I had gone to the Commander here at OK and asked that 4500 people attend, 4500, and
that was the Wednesday, they refused and Saturday morning that policeman came and was dressed in another way and
said that 200 people were allowed to attend and were giving people tickets allowing them to attend.

MS CRICHTON: What do you mean he was dressed in another way?

MRS MSUTU: Where I spoke to him the first time he was in this brown, these brown clothes that they had, that they
use to wear, their uniform and when he came to me he was in a navy uniform, a navy blue coloured uniform.

MS CRICHTON: And then he said to you that you had to take tickets, give tickets to the people?



MRS MSUTU: He said to me that the tickets he was going to give me were for 200 people. He did not have tickets for
500 people and I asked him whether he had not agreed, initially, why he was now changing his tune and giving me 200
tickets.

MS CRICHTON: Let us move to the funeral now. At the funeral there was an upsetting situation that happened? Would
you tell us about that, when the coffin was opened?

MRS MSUTU: When the coffin was opened they were harassing the people and trying to send people away who did not
have tickets.

MS CRICHTON: And then, finally, the court case, you say in your statement that witnesses would not testify because of
fear of their lives. Is that correct?

MRS MSUTU: The witness did not want to testify or give a statement to the Attorney Sandi because he was afraid, he
feared for his life and we decided to leave it at that. I went to court and it was found that Mtunzi was guilty, but he was
defended by the Government. He was found not guilty because it was said that he had gone to raid in spite of the fact
that they had planted stones around him.

MS CRICHTON: You are saying the court said that he was not guilty?

MRS MSUTU: He was, Tobile was found not guilty in court.

MS CRICHTON: Did he have dependents, children?

MRS MSUTU: Yes, he has two children, a boy and a girl who are struggling because of the unstable grant and I have to
contribute towards their school education from time to time.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Msutu, what are your expectations from the Commission, what are you hoping that we will do?

MRS MSUTU: I thank you. My requests are two, that these children be educated and cared for. This is my wish,
because Tobile's life was cut short and my things at my house were destroyed too, but that does not matter as much as
their education. I would like the Commission to assist in their education, because Tobile, to think that Tobile is a cruel
person, he humiliates this boy. You know, when he sees him in public, he throws him a 50 cents or something and this
boy refuses to take his money, he regards it as dirty money. Up to this day I would not leave him, you know.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Msutu, thank you for your testimony. I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Msutu, we thank you for having come forward to tell your story. You have reminded us of a very
painful period where people were killed and where conditions were set even for their burial. You have reminded us of a
time where the Government was getting involved in things that had nothing to do with Government, as such, limiting
amounts of people that could attend funerals. As you say you applied for permission to have 500 people attend the
funeral and, ultimately, you were granted permission for only 200 to attend the funeral. We remember that period very
well. It was a very painful period. We as priests were told how long our sermon should be and what we should say and
what we should not say and who we should allow to speak and who not and we were told that only a certain priest could
conduct certain funerals and others were not allowed to speak. Those were very difficult times. We understand that this
story has upset you and that it is very difficult for you to find inner peace, but I would like to ask you, in the name of
this Commission, since you have come forward to tell your story, that you now leave it in the hands of this Commission,
because we are now living in different times and you have to leave the law to run its course. We will investigate the
statement you have made and the allegations which you have made before us, but we would not like to hear, at any
stage, that you have taken the Law into your own hands because of fury and find yourself in jail, because of that, at any
stage, and do something you would be sorry about. We trust that after having told your story and shared your pain with
us here today, that you will now leave it in the hands of this Commission so that the Commission can do its work,
because you can rest assured that you will not be oppressed or harassed in that manner again. There are many woman
who have experienced the pain that you have experienced. There are many woman who have experienced worse. We



would just like to ask you, since you have come to this Commission, that you now leave it in the hands of this
Commission. Thank you very much.

MRS MSUTU: I have a request that the perpetrators be brought forward so that we can see who they are.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mtati and Mr Ncipha, you are here to submit evidence to contradict what has been submitted to
the Commission by the previous witness. We will ask your legal representative to assist you make the statement by
leading you through it and then we will then take you on some few questions just to clarify things. We are not
contemplating, at this stage, making a finding of yourselves to be perpetrators. That process follows later on in our
processes. At this stage we are allowing you time to present your statement after the witness has done her part. It is over
to you, Sir.

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Would you like for me to write, to read the statement of Mr
Ncipha to the Committee at this stage before he testified.

CHAIRPERSON: I think, yes, you could read it into the record and ask him to confirm that it is correct.

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE: Yes, thank you Mr Chairman. I, Melekile Ncipha, do hereby state as follows. Number
one, I was a police Constable in the employ of the Alexandria Municipality during 1986. Number two, on the 23rd day
of May 1986 I was not on duty. This can be checked by referring to the occurrence book. Number three, I spent the
whole day at my parent's home at Kwaincubeli, Kanza Street and only heard of the shootings the following day. Number
four, I had nothing to do with this nor did I partake in any shooting on the 23rd of May 1986. Signed by Mr M Ncipha.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you want to add something, Mr Ncipha? Do you confirm that this was your statement signed by
you? Okay, Mr Mtati.

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE: Mr Chairperson, the same, I will also read the statement of Mr Mtati to the Commission.
I Mzwandile Mtati, do hereby state as follows. Number one, on or during 1986, the 23rd day of May, I was in the
employ of the Alexandria Municipality in the capacity of a municipal policeman. I also lived with my family in A
Street, Alexandria, Kwaincubeli. I was on duty that particular day on foot patrol in the township with Constable Mgene.
The situation at that time, during 1986, was very volatile due to the unstable political situation in the country. Constable
Mgene and myself decided to split up and go to our homes to check whether was everything in order as we constantly
feared that our families would be targeted due to our affiliation with the establishment. I went to my home where
everything was still quiet. My neighbour living about four homes from my own requested me to look after his home as
he had to leave to fetch his coat at a friend's house. When I went outside a while later I saw a burning tyre on the roof
and that his home was set alight. A crowd of people of about 2000 strong were standing outside his home throwing
petrol bombs and stones at it. Some of the people in the crowd saw me in my police uniform and started in my direction.
Someone threw a petrol bomb at me, but missed. I shouted at them that they should stop or I would shoot, but they
would not listen. I started running away, but they followed me. I again warned them that I would shoot if they
continued. A stone hit me on my body and I fell into a cement ditch lying on my back. I took out my pistol and fired one
shot into the crowd.



I got up, tried to run away, but I came to a cement slab fence where I could go no further. I was trapped. The people
started to surround me. I had no option but to shoot again and I fired another fives shot into the crowd. I believe that
Constable Mgene also came back and fired shots into the crowd to disperse them. A motor vehicle came down the street
and the crowd started to break up. Mgene came up to me and I requested him to call the police and the ambulance.
There was nothing else I could do to save my life as I believe that I would have been killed had I not acted as I did. The
same night my house was burned down. Luckily, I had by then already vacated my home. Signed, Mr M Mtati. Thank
you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you want to add something, Mr Mtati? Do you confirm that this is your statement.

MR MTATI: Yes, I do.

CHAIRPERSON: Everything in it?

MR MTATI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I just have a few questions to ask Mr Mtati. Mr Mtati, when did you join the
police force?

MR MTATI: In January 1986.

ADV SANDI: Was that your first job in your life?

MR MTATI: No, I worked at a hotel prior to that.

ADV SANDI: Did you have any convictions or reasons for joining the police force and, if any, would you mind sharing
those with us?

MR MTATI: The reason why I joined the police force was because I wanted to work with the people in maintaining law
and order.

ADV SANDI: What standard of education did you have at the time when you joined the police force?

MR MTATI: I was, had completed standard eight.

ADV SANDI: Did you receive training in the police force.

MR MTATI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What did the training entail?

MR MTATI: I first went for three months training and then I went for another three months training and thereafter I
would attend courses.

ADV SANDI: What was taught during that training? What was covered? What were the subjects?

MR MTATI: There were various subjects.

ADV SANDI: Can you ...

MR MTATI: Even handling of firearms, various police related subjects.

ADV SANDI: I am asking you this question because one of the things that have been said about the police force was
lack of proper training and education. Would you agree with that, do you agree that the training that was given to the



police was not adequate?

MR MTATI: No, I do not agree with that. The training which we were given was adequate for us.

ADV SANDI: Why do you think that?

MR MTATI: I think so because I do not think that they would give us inadequate training knowing that we had to go
and deal with communities.

ADV SANDI: What is the code of conduct on the use of force? What does your profession say if you are in a situation
where you have to use force, is there a code of conduct regulating your profession in that regard?

MR MTATI: It says that when you are in a situation like that and you have no way out you have to defend yourself in
whichever way you can.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a copy of your statement in front of you? I want to refer you to the fourth paragraph of your
statement. Do you have a copy of the statement.

MR MTATI: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: In paragraph four you say the situation in the country during 1986 was very volatile. Would you like to
explain that?

MR MTATI: There was unrest in the locations. It was very unstable.

ADV SANDI: Did the police force have anything to do with that situation?

MR MTATI: Yes, there was a riot unit operating there, but we were not involved in it. There were people employed by
the riot unit which we were not affiliated to.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Mtati. Mr Chairman, I would have preferred to ask more questions, but maybe later we
will have an opportunity to talk to the witness. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Sir, I want to ask you about that question four where you say that the political situation was unstable.
What do you mean by that?

MR MTATI: I was saying that the situation in the location was bad. It was unstable, it was very volatile.

REV XUNDU: What is political about that? I am asking you, you are saying that the political situation was unstable.

MR MTATI: The reason for me saying so is because many people were chased at the time who were policemen.

REV XUNDU: Why were they being chased?

MR MTATI: I do not know.

REV XUNDU: Was there a political organisation, were there any political organisation?

MR MTATI: I do not know about the organisations which existed.

REV XUNDU: I see this word "political" as something been written by you. I mean, let us refer to someone, for
example, who possessed dagha, would that have been a political situation?

MR MTATI: No, I was referring to the burning of policemen's houses and people not wanting police.



REV XUNDU: And were these people, people who belonged to the organisations or were they?

MR MTATI: Yes, I would say that they belonged to organisations.

REV XUNDU: Which organisations were those?

MR MTATI: I do not know.

REV XUNDU: Let me ask, in these statements by other persons who described the situations in the locations at the
time, they say that the police were acting of their own accord, especially the municipality police, the municipal police
would come in, assault, shoot at random. Is that true or is it nonsense?

MR MTATI: That is not so. I did not see any of that because I worked there with them.

REV XUNDU: They say that they even disrupted funerals. They say that these "kits konstabels" even came and
disrupted funerals. Do you not know anything about that?

MR MTATI: No, I said I worked there and I do not know anything about that.

REV XUNDU: Are you from Alexandria?

MR MTATI: Yes, I am.

REV XUNDU: In all these incidents where people died there are attempts to reconcile perpetrators with the families. Is
there anything which you would like to say, possibly express remorse or reconcile with these families.

MR MTATI: Yes, I consider the loss of life as irreplaceable, but there was nothing I could have done.

REV XUNDU: You have been living in South Africa all your life. Did you not ever hear of police disrupting a funeral?
Let us say that as you under oath to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, you are saying that you
never heard about that.

MR MTATI: I was working there for the first time, I had never heard about them disrupting any funerals.

REV XUNDU: And what you, Mr Ncipha. Could you please take the microphone. The municipal police, were they very
popular with the people?

MR NCIPHA: I would say that they were popular, but when we got there we were referred to as rats and informers who
were obstacles in the way of the people.

REV XUNDU: What kind of obstacles were you being?

MR NCIPHA: They said that they did not want any municipal police, that we were obstructing them.

REV XUNDU: When you became a policeman, what was the situation in the location like?

MR NCIPHA: When I joined the police it was in 1975. There was nothing wrong.

REV XUNDU: Were people allowed to be members of organisations which were opposed to the Government?

MR NCIPHA: I do not know.

REV XUNDU: You do not know?

CHAIRPERSON: Excuse me Reverend, I would like us to have some order, please, so that we can put our questions as
quickly as possible. There are still many people who have to testify before this Committee.



REV XUNDU: Are you saying that you are not aware of police or about organisations which were objected to by the
police or whose members the police ill treated?

MR NCIPHA: No, Sir.

REV XUNDU: I would like to hand him back to you, Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya. No. Okay. We would now like to express our wish that we would like to have another
opportunity where we could meet with these witnesses, but we would like to say that in the statement of Mr Mzwandile
Mtati, I would like to ask you, do you dispute, in totality, the fact that you shot and killed Zonwabele Hermans?

MR MTATI: What happened was that I did not shoot at any specific person, I was firing at a crowd which seemed to be
attacking me.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you categorically deny that you shot, not qualifying, I am not involving myself with the intention
or not, that you shot and killed Zonwabele Hermans? It is not stated anywhere in the statement whether you are denying
that or you are accepting that.

MR MTATI: I am saying that I do not deny that he was struck by a bullet from my firearm, but I was not aiming at
anyone, I was firing at a crowd and thereafter another policeman came who had also fired, but I was firing at a crowd,
not at any specific person.

CHAIRPERSON: Secondly, I would like to know, now we are in 1997, with hindsight is there anything which you are
remorseful about with regards to that incident?

MR MTATI: Yes Chairman, because loss of any persons life is terrible, because human life is priceless, but on that day
I had no choice, because if I had not, had just stood there with my arms folded, I would have been the one to lose my
life. There was a group of them and I was by myself. I had to protect myself, there was no other way.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you realise that the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is aimed at reconciling the
people of this country? Do you think that, would you like to reconcile with the families of this victim? Do you ever
think about it?

MR MTATI: Yes, I do think about it?

CHAIRPERSON: What do you think can be done?

MR MTATI: There is nothing better than talking, for the two parties to talk.

CHAIRPERSON: Have you taken any steps since the time of this incident?

MR MTATI: No, they are at Alexandria and I am now in Uitenhage.

CHAIRPERSON: So, does the fact that you were transferred from Alexandria erase the loss of life there?

MR MTATI: No, that is not what I said.

CHAIRPERSON: That is what I heard you answer to be. I do not how else to interpret that. The fact that you are no
longer in the area where this incident took place, does it mean that because this incident is no longer staring you in the
face, that you do not have to go back and try and make peace with the families?

MR MTATI: It is quite easy for the two families to sit down and talk, but as I said, at the moment I am far from them.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Ncipha, I would like to come to you know. What do you think about the incident of that day?



MR NCIPHA: Mr Chairperson, I am also very remorseful. I was not at work that day and I was not involved in the
incident and what happened.

CHAIRPERSON: I see here that you were not even present on that day, but your work put you in contact with people
who were involved, your colleagues.

MR NCIPHA: Yes, we all worked in Alexandria.

CHAIRPERSON: But you were not at work on that day?

MR NCIPHA: No, I was not at work, I was at home.

CHAIRPERSON: I do not think we have got any further questions to raise at this stage. We have said that we will not
be making a finding of the, of your clients, we will not be making findings concerning their status as perpetrators at this
stage. So, we will inform them as soon as we are in a position, in our process, when we contemplate entering them in
our report as perpetrators. If we contemplate that, we will definitely inform them and afford them an opportunity to
come and interact with us further before we make a finding. Thank you. Is there anything that you want us, want to say
to us at this stage?

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE: There is nothing further.

CHAIRPERSON: Nothing further.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mphiwisi David "Sigcawu" Nazo, please stand up.

MPHIWISI DAVID "SIGCAWU" NAZO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you, Mr Nazo. We will hand over to Tiny Maya to lead you with questions on behalf of
the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Nazo, in your statement here you are going to tell us about yourself, about
two incidents from 1976 up until 1986 or 1976 and 1983. Please explain to us what was happening at that time. Were
you a member of any organisation?

MR NAZO: Yes, I was a member of COSAS. I was doing standard six at the time.

MS MAYA: What year was this? Is it 1976?

MR NAZO: Yes, it was 1976.

MS MAYA: What happened in 1976?

MR NAZO: In 1976 we were protesting against the use of Afrikaans as a medium of expression in schools. We wanted
English to be used. We took steps as students. We burnt down Afrikaans books. After the police were called to our
school. They then took us to the police station. They beat us, they assaulted us. They would put a sack, a wet sack in our
faces and tie this sack. All this time they would beat us.

MS MAYA: For how long did you stay in prison?

MR NAZO: I stayed for a week. We were then released after that week. After three weeks a school was burnt. We were
then detained again, because the police wanted us to tell them who burnt down the school. At that time there was one
white police, Kraus and Jibilikile Khani, they would take us to the garage and beat us with the fishing rods. All the time
we were doing push-ups and they would beat us with these fishing rods.

MS MAYA: Where was this garage?

MR NAZO: It was in the police station.

MS MAYA: You said that you were doing standard six, how old were you?

MR NAZO: I was about 15 or 16 years old.



MS MAYA: What was the name of the school you attended?

MR NAZO: It was Cannon Higher Primary School.

MS MAYA: When you were taken back to the cells, for how long did you stay there?

MR NAZO: I stayed for a month, but one Sunday when the Boers were beating us certain people cried. We were then
released on Monday.

MS MAYA: Did you appear before the Magistrate?

MR NAZO: No, I appeared before the Magistrate when I was arrested for public violence when I was coming from St
Albans.

MS MAYA: What year was this?

MR NAZO: It was in 1983. I was arrested all the time. My home was a prison. I did not have time to stay at home and
to enjoy life with my family. As I result of this I am confused, I do not remember, clearly, the dates. I would be released
this morning at 11, they will come again and arrest me at three.

MS MAYA: From 1976?

MR NAZO: Yes, from 1976. I was then arrested under the State of Emergency. They took me to Kennispos where I was
assaulted the whole day. They would give me porridge all the time. They then transferred me to Peterson in an old cell
that has weeds in it. They then transferred me to St Albans. We were tortured there. There, Mr Sandi was there, we were
together in that prison. In St Albans it was a very terrible situation. They then transferred me to Kirkwood. Then it was
better in Kirkwood. When I was supposed to be released they said I was charged with public violence. They took me to
Kenton. That was the 13th month I was in prison all the time.

I appeared in court, I was released with a R500,00 bail. They gave me a date to appear in court. I then hired a lawyer,
Mr Sandi. The case continued for three days. The advocate there was Mr Fourie from Grahamstown. On the third day
the Magistrate argued with the advocate and after that the Magistrate asked them why they were arresting me. After that
the case was withdrawn.

MS MAYA: As you were arrested as a student, you were doing standard six, you will be arrested in the morning and in
the evening. Did you manage to continue with your education?

MR NAZO: I went to Ciskei to continue with my education. When I completed my standard eight my father passed
away. I tried to do standard nine. After passing standard nine my mother passed away, my brothers were looking after
me. I tried to do standard ten. One white man helped me. I managed to get my standard ten certificate.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the name of this white man?

MR NAZO: It was Mr Terry Marais from Durban.

MS MAYA: Is he still alive?

MR NAZO: Yes, he is.

MS MAYA: We will ask you to give us his details if you can. What is your state of health?

MR NAZO: In my head I have, my veins are painful in my head. I went to Port Alfred. They told me that I was
suffering from TB, but then they discovered that I had pneumonia.

MS MAYA: When was it?



MR NAZO: It was in last year.

MS MAYA: Was this a result of cold prison cells?

MR NAZO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MR NAZO: Yes, I do have a request to the Commission.

MS MAYA: What is your request to the Commission?

MR NAZO: My request is that I would like to further my studies. There is nobody to support me now. Even at my
home, I stay alone together with my child. My child is four years old. I cannot even afford the money for him to attend a
pre-school.

MS MAYA: You said that you have standard ten certificate, what would you like to do?

MR NAZO: I would like to go to university if it is possible.

MS MAYA: What career would you like to pursue?

MR NAZO: At this time I cannot tell you, because I tried to go to technikons, but I could not afford financially.

MS MAYA: Is that all you want to say?

MR NAZO: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Nazo, were there any other people who were with you at the time you were arrested?

MR NAZO: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: What are their names?

MR NAZO: Norman Thomas, he is staying in Kenton. Sgagele Mbunge, he is also in Kenton. Others are in Cape Town
and others are in Port Elizabeth.

CHAIRPERSON: You said Sgagele Mbunge. These people can be your witnesses that you were arrested by the people
you mentioned in your statement?

MR NAZO: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were in prison were you tortured in any way?

MR NAZO: Yes, I was tortured, Sir. At the time I was in Kennispos they put this sack and they would take cigarettes
and put them out in my body.

CHAIRPERSON: Can you please explain about the sack?

MR NAZO: They would take this sack to water and they would put in my fact and beat me and assault me. Those were
detectives from Grahamstown.

CHAIRPERSON: When did you realise that you were suffering from TB?



MR NAZO: It was in November in 1995. I was just released from prison.

CHAIRPERSON: Was it 1996?

MR NAZO: No, it was 1995.

CHAIRPERSON: I cannot count properly, do not howl me. You found out that you are suffering from TB.

MR NAZO: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you receiving treatment?

MR NAZO: I have just completed my treatment this year. I am staying at home right now.

CHAIRPERSON: Where did you get your treatment, in which hospital?

MR NAZO: In the Santa Marjorie Hospital in Port Alfred.

CHAIRPERSON: When we want your medical treatment records are we going to be able to get them there?

MR NAZO: Yes, the statement takers from the Truth Commission, they did go there and get my records.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Nazo. We have noted that the people you mentioned, those who arrested you, Jibilikile
Khani, would like to appear in front of the Commission to contradict the evidence you have just given us, but we just
found out that he sent his representative, Chris de Klerk, who will give testimony on his behalf. We thank you for now.
We will ask you to go back to your seat.

------------------------------
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NOMATEMBA AGNES NDINGANE: (sworn states)

NOSISI VIOLET PAYI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: They have been sworn in accordingly Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: We are now going to hand over to Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Mama's I would like to welcome you. I would like to start with Mrs Nomatemba Agnes Ndingane. The
story that she is going to tell is about Selby Zanemali Ndingane, who is said to have been shot dead in 1985 in Fort
Beaufort.

We would like you to just confirm whether the date which you remember was in March 1985. According to the
statement it says that he was shot while going to the prayer service for a victim who had been shot. Do you remember
who that victim was?

MS NDINGANE: I think it was Xolani Ntsangani.

MS MAYA: What was happening in Fort Beaufort at the time can you remember why people were being shot?

MS NDINGANE: At the time?

MS MAYA: Yes Ma'am.

MS NDINGANE: What happened at the time is that things were very bad, you could not even walk around, it was very
bad. Police would shoot people at random.

MS MAYA: How old was Selby?

MS NDINGANE: He was 16 years old.

MS MAYA: Was he still a schoolgoing child?

MS NDINGANE: Yes, he was doing standard 10 here at Lawson High School.

MS MAYA: Was he politically active, was he involved in the political organisations or in the community?

MS NDINGANE: He was involved in the ANC at the time.

MS MAYA: In the Youth League?



MS NDINGANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: It is said that your heard that Selby was shot. Who told you that he had been shot, how did the person come
and tell you, what did they say happened?

MS NDINGANE: A child came at approximately six o'clock while I was sleeping and knocked at the door. The child
had also gone to the prayer service for this deceased person and came to tell us that the people that had gone to that
service, had been assaulted and others were arrested.

Selby was one of the people who was at that service. I was told that some of them were at the police station. I then went
and got my aunt and we went there and when we got there, we were told to stand aside. We stood aside. I think the
Commander of the Police said that because there were so many of us.

It was then asked who the child's mother was and I heard him tell my aunt, that the child had been injured, fatally
injured and was at the mortuary and the aunt said that I was the mother. And he said that he sympathised with me, the
child had been shot by the police.

I then fainted and I - when I came to, I was at Mr Fani Mdange's house. The following week we were told to go to the
Investigators to find out what happened. They told us that we should come back the Wednesday morning and that a
post-mortem was going to be conducted at the Day Hospital.

We then went at one o'clock and went to Stompie's, it was performed and my aunt went in because I could not handle it,
I was ill. My aunt went in and came out with her hands full of blood and we were told to get transport and take him to a
mortuary.

MS MAYA: Let us finish off, we are going to be very brief. You say that she came out with her hands full of blood, did
she tell you why?

MS NDINGANE: No, we were told to take him, we looked for transport and took him to Newtown to a place there and
then we went back to the Investigators and we were given a burial date. We were told not to bury him over the weekend,
but to bury him either on a Wednesday - Tuesday or Wednesday and not too many people were to attend.

I then told them that his fellow students were going to go. I was told that they had to be in the yard and not outside the
yard, and that when the police came, I should show them the letter.

MS MAYA: Were you not harassed in any way on the day of the funeral?

MS NDINGANE: No, the police were there in their caspers.

MS MAYA: Is there anything that you would like to add lastly before we finish off or is that all you would like to say?

MS NDINGANE: In September I received a summons and I went to court and told them that I was summonsed and they
said that they called me in to tell me, the Prosecutor told me that he called me in to let me know that my child was killed
by the police. It seems that the Prosecutor has since died in a car accident and I wanted to know who the police were

and I was told that no, we are merely going to tell you that policemen are responsible for the death of your son, we are
not going to tell you who those police are.

MS MAYA: Were those police ever prosecuted?

MS NDINGANE: At the time we did not know what we could do, but we were told that the police were responsible
although he did not want to tell us who the police were that were responsible.

MS MAYA: Is that in the Fort Beaufort court?



MS NDINGANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you have an Attorney?

MS NDINGANE: No, we did not.

MS MAYA: Is there any request which you would like to make?

MS NDINGANE: My request is that the Truth Commission please see what I can do because I don't even know who
those police are that shot my child and my child was doing standard 10 at Lawson and I am sure that my dreams for my
child to become something and then work for me and take care of me, would have been fulfilled.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. We would now like to go to Mrs Nosisi Violet Payi. Mrs Payi, your story is about
Bukelwa Notargane Payi. Was she your daughter?

MS PAYI: She was my brother's daughter, but she was staying with me.

MS MAYA: Was she also shot on this day?

MS PAYI: Yes, it was on the 8th of March in Ntsangani's home.

MS MAYA: How old was Bukelwa at that time?

MS PAYI: She was born in 1970.

MS MAYA: In other words she was 15 years old?

MS PAYI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Was she still at school?

MS PAYI: Yes, she was doing standard 5 at the time.

MS MAYA: Did you find out why they were shot by the police?

MS PAYI: They were attending this night vigil of Xolani Ntsangani, he was from Debe. That day it was not a riot night
vigil, because even older people were attending this night vigil.

I was sleeping at home, this child told me that she was attending this night vigil. In the morning while I was still
wondering where she was, one other child came telling me that people have been assaulted in the night vigil. On the 9th
of March at quarter to nine I saw a police van.

There was a Black Detective, Makalima and one White Detective. Makalima came in, he greeted us. We agreed, he then
sat down. He asked whether we are the Payi family, I said yes. He asked whether we knew Bukelwa Payi, I said yes,
that is my child.

I asked what happened to her, he said that she had been shot. I said what? He said that she had been shot yesterday. I
asked him where she was. He said that she was in Van der Baker Mortuary. I said what happened, he said that she died.

I was confused. They then left. Because I have a heart problem, I said to my brother they must go to Stompie. They did,
she was there. She was shot in the head. We then decided to take her to Newtown parlour in the Coloured area.

We then buried her the following week. I tried to consult my family to help me so that we can bury her because I am a
pensioner.

MS MAYA: Were you disrupted by the police in the funeral?



MS PAYI: No, we were not disrupted, but only 200 people

were allowed to attend the funeral.

MS MAYA: Did you allow that order?

MS PAYI: The people did attend the funeral, the police were all over, they were surrounding us. Their police vans were
in the field next to the graveyards, but nothing happened.

MS MAYA: Did you know who killed Bukelwa?

MS PAYI: No, we did not know. We only heard from Makalima that she was shot by the police.

MS MAYA: Did you get something from the Magistrate saying that she was shot by the police?

MS PAYI: No.

MS MAYA: Did you open a case?

MS PAYI: No, we did not open a case. We just left this in God's hands that if these people are killing people, they must
continue doing that.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, is that all you have to say?

MS PAYI: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request or a wish to make to the Commission?

MS PAYI: Yes, I do have a request to the Commission because I am a pensioner, my child would have been educated
today. She would have worked in the office or somewhere else, because our children have pride in their minds or they
are intelligent.

MS MAYA: In other words you are saying that your daughter would have been supporting you today?

MS PAYI: Yes.

MS MAYA: I am going to hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank both of you. Your story have touched us. Mrs Payi's words have also touched us that she

gave this to God's hands.

We hope that what the Commission is doing, all the questions will be answered. All your prayers will be answered. We
will try to investigate. We will also consult Makalima to try to clarify this matter to tell us what happened.

Mrs Ndingane, you named your son Zanemali, because you hoped that one day he will bring money in your family, but
that did not happen.

We have noted your request and we will forward them to the President. For now we thank you.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I think we are going to call the last witness, Misile De Villiers Nondzube. This is our last witness and
we would like order in the hall and give respect to the witness.

REVD XUNDU: I would like to swear him in Mr Chairman.

MISILE DE VILLIERS NONDZUBE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Nondzube. We will ask Ntsiki Sandi to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Nondzube, you made a request to appear in front of the Commission today.
You are here to talk about the incident that happened in March or April in 1987 at your home, where you house was
burnt down, is that correct sir?

MR NONDZUBE: Yes, that is correct sir.

ADV SANDI: I will now hand over to you to tell us what happened on this particular day, but before I do that, let me
ask you some few questions.

Are you a member of the South African Police Services?

MR NONDZUBE: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: When did you join the Police Force?

MR NONDZUBE: I joined the Police Force on the 26th of February 1970.

ADV SANDI: I understand that you are going to tell us about the problems that were encountered by the police at the
time, is that correct Mr Nondzube?

MR NONDZUBE: Yes, that is correct sir.

ADV SANDI: You are going to tell us this before you talk about the incident that happened to you at home?

MR NONDZUBE: If the Commission will allow me, that will be my wish.

ADV SANDI: I hand over to you now Mr Nondzube.



MR NONDZUBE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. As I've already said that I joined the Police Force on the 26th of
February 1970. I joined South African Railway and Harbours Police at that time. I was trained, I received my training
that same year.

I then came back and I worked here in Grahamstown. Firstly let me talk about this - about what I think the people
expected from the police. But I am going to start with this - I thought that I was joining the police to help the people to
work accordingly, to work for the people.

But I noticed that there was separation in our - there was a difference between our salaries, our remuneration between
the Coloureds, the Blacks and the Whites. The Black people were earning less than any other race in the Railway
station.

Because I was a police, I had relatives and I had friends from the SAP police and I understand that this was also the case
with the SAP police those years.

Secondly, we were working, we were working for the White man, we were police boys for White people. Even if a
person would come to you, asking for a police, he will tell you that I am looking for a police, and that meant that he

was looking for a White police.

Even if you worked for 30 years in the Police Force, if a White person would be hired, he will join the Force and he will
be your senior. Our rights were not equal such as our pension benefits.

Whites were given pension benefits, but the Black people were not given that opportunity. Last month I received a
circular from the Finance Department saying that I have 22 years in the Police Force, but if you can count I have 27
years service. That means that even now, there is still that separation, although Mr Mandela is a President, I can give
you my appointment stating when I joined the Police Force, but they are saying that I have a 22 year old service because
I am Black.

I am not speaking on my own behalf, I am referring to any policeman present here who will know what I am talking
about. In other words, I am trying to focus to make it clear to this Commission, what is going on in the Police Force -
since then to this very day.

Police were trained at different locations. Just a small example Mr Chairperson, a Black policeman was trained by being
given an assegai during training, where a White policeman would do his drills with a firearm. I am referring to an R1
rifle or any other firearm.

Any policeman here with experience, will know what I am talking about. And I am reiterating that times were different.
White policemen would take six months and Black ones would take five months so that you could not be taught
everything that you were supposed to learn as a policeman.

At work the White policemen would have an office, the Black policeman would have to do the beat, those were the

patrols. There were rights such as the ranks which were reserved for Whites.

I can say that after 19 years of working at the Railway police, I still held the same rank. When they spoke to us, they
said what could get you a promotion was an incident report. If this Commission could go out and look for a lady called
Nontuthuzelo Maxhegwana, she stays somewhere here, I forgot what her address is, I am just trying to give an
indication of what the incidents are, I pulled her out from under a moving train because when she tried to board a train,
she slipped in almost under the train, and I managed to get in there.

I risked my life to save hers and she was injured, but God gave me the strength and I knew that my duty as a policeman
was to help other people. I pulled her out from under that moving train, but in stead of thanks for that, Maxhegwana was
arrested. That matter can be drawn even now.



ADV SANDI: Without interrupting you, I find the background that you are sketching very impressive, but I would like
you to focus on the law enforcement of police, what the problems were at the time and what the problems were between
the police and the people, and what the origin of those problems were.

MR NONDZUBE: Thank you very much, Chairperson. In 1989, in fact since 1985 and 1986 and 1987 there were talks
at Parliament that because at that time no one wanted to join the police, it was decided that the Railway police should be
incorporated into the South African Police, of which I am still a part today.

We got there at a time where there was tension and at the time where I say, in 1987 my house was burnt. Whereas on the
other side, the Government was establishing Councillors and also Council police in the form of municipal police.

ADV SANDI: Are you referring to the police which people called Amangundwana?

MR NONDZUBE: Yes, those. What happened at the time is, I think that it was one of the things which elevated
tensions because firstly these people were appointed in these positions here in Grahamstown. Because I was here in
Grahamstown, I will speak about what happened in Grahamstown.

They were appointed to these positions, against the will of the community. The community then came together, a lot of
people here will know that they recruited the pensioners to vote for them and from there people were recruited to this
new Police Force, which was the municipal police. Most of them were uneducated.

ADV SANDI: Mr Nondzube, when you say that they were uneducated, could you give us an example of a standard of
education which some of them would have reached?

MR NONDZUBE: Although I don't want to mention names, I am a resident of Grahamstown, but people who had
passed standard 2 or standard 3, would be recruited for as long as they would obey and carry out the instructions of the
Government.

Some of them were educated, for example this girl that was mentioned here, Duzana Hoboshe is one of the girls who
was educated. While speaking to you here, she is a lecturer in the police. So I am saying to you that not all bad comes
out of bad, some people come out of that, some good comes out of that.

The people that were recruited there, were used by the Government to oppress the people because the shooting that took
place was because even the education which they received, it took three weeks for them to train people in how to use
firearms and how to shoot other people. In conclusion of this point, legally speaking these people had no right to work
in the municipal area here in Grahamstown.

They worked in the location only so that they did not shoot any White people, but they only shot Blacks. And that got
them promoted to such an extent where people with standard 3 would be the seniors of matriculants.

CHAIRMAN: Sir, we thank you for saying some very interesting things here, but we would like you to tell us
approximately how long your testimony will take.

MR NONDZUBE: Sir if you would like me to be very brief, I can tell you about my house, but I wanted to give you a
background about the people here today.

As I said my house was burnt in 1987. What happened was...

CHAIRPERSON: One moment please sir, I just want to understand that, could you give us an indication of
approximately how long you will take?

MR NONDZUBE: I don't want to set a time for you, I would like you to set a time for me. But I need to satisfy you as
well.

CHAIRPERSON: The other witnesses who testified before you took 10 minutes and less and we would not like to



appear as if we were treating you any different. We would like to treat everyone the same. So I would ask you to please
limit yourself and we will grant you 10 more minutes, would that satisfy you?

MR NONDZUBE: So if I start now, what time should I stop?

CHAIRPERSON: If you could please stop at about 10 past.

MR NONDZUBE: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Well, that is according to my watch. You should just give us a preview into all these ideas which you
would like to express here, but just try and cover everything within the time. Some of us have long distances to travel
and time is of the essence.

MR NONDZUBE: As I said, my house burnt in 1987 if I am not mistaken, on the 31st of March and on the 9th of April.

On the 31st of March I was at work, I was working night shift. When I got to my house without knowing that my house
had burnt down, no one had come to tell me. I got there at the time I had one child who was not there and I was told by
my neighbours that my house had been set alight the previous evening and they had put out the fire.

And it was thanks to my neighbours that the whole house had not burnt out and that some rooms could still be salvaged.
And my wife and child could escape through a window and run to my sister's house, to Mrs Mdingi.

On the second occasion I was at home, it was late, at approximately 9 pm. What happened is that when I came out and
saw my house surrounded by fire and everything was burning, I came out with my firearm. To my surprise I found that
the children who had set my house alight, their ages ranged between 10 and 15.

That told me that these children did not know me. That is what I concluded there and then because I am not afraid to say
that no matter how big the toyi-toyi was here in town, I passed them with a clear conscience because up to this day, I
have a clear conscience.

Any one who would wish to dispute that, is welcome to stand up and dispute that. I have no guilt in my community, I
have a clear conscience, I am aware of the problems in my community. What baffled me was why my house had to be
burnt by young children whom I did not even know.

But I concluded that these children must have been sent by someone with the intention that being seated here today,
someone was going to get up and say Nondzube, but thank God, I did not shoot anyone's children, I let them go.

I said that I live in this community and the comrades were there at the time. I am even referring to the organisations. The
organisations, any one who was in the Councillors or whoever, can - no one came to tell me who had burnt my house,
but my house was burnt.

At the beginning of last year I was fortunate. I am now referring to the ministers of religion and the teachers that are
seated here. The people seated in this hall that work for the community, I was very fortunate in that I was able to attend
a meeting where the ministers of religion wanted to initiate a reconciliation process.

I asked them who they wanted to do that to and they said that they were going to focus on the victims. And I wanted to
know where the perpetrators were. And since that day, up to date, these ministers of religion left and never came back.
What are they afraid of? Why did they not go to these people?

They know who the perpetrators were, why did they not go to them? My time is up and I am going to stop there
although there was one more thing which I wanted to conclude with.

I would like to conclude by saying that as policemen,

what are we to do to bring about change? In my religion conversion comes in three stages. One of them, the final stage,
is acknowledgement, forgetting and asking for forgiveness.



And as police, I think that we have to say to the community of Grahamstown, we are sorry. Secondly, to bring about
change. We have to humble ourselves and change.

Thirdly to acknowledge the faults by saying we acknowledge that these things were done by policing and as a
policeman I cannot distance myself and say that I did not do that, I am also a policeman.

If you listened to the testimony here, you would have heard that in almost all cases, the police were involved. To bring
about change eventually, and reconcile and I would like to conclude by saying that we should bring about reconciliation.

ADV SANDI: I am going to hand you back to the Chairman Mr Nondzube.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions? No questions? Have you got a question?

ADV SANDI: Yes. Mr Nondzube, do you have - do you suspect anyone of being responsible for the arson on your
house?

MR NONDZUBE: Chairperson, I do not want to say that the house was set alight by any particular person, because I
did not see who set my house alight, but in this testimony which I put here before you today, you have to find who burnt
my house.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much. I thank you Mr Nondzube for lecturing us about the policing problems.
Unfortunately, your time was very short, but the way you

related your story was very interesting and perhaps we should have started with you this morning already. I thank you
very much.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank you sir. We do not always have policemen that speak in this fashion. Mr
Sandi reminded me this morning when we were having breakfast, we were reflecting on poetry where it says that I do
not know, and I do not care.

We are aware of those three factors or stages of religion, the I don't know, I don't care and it was not I, but we thank
you. You identify yourself with what the Police Force had done, which is a major point.

There are people here who did not even know about apartheid, when you speak to them now, they do not even know
that anything like that existed and they refuse to even acknowledge it. It is very rare where you find someone
acknowledging that they supported apartheid. Everyone denies that they supported apartheid, because people don't want
to own up, they don't want to say it is us or it is me.

Lots of people turn a blind eye. When these reconciliation meetings which we have, these hearings, the reason we have
them in public and the reason we have these large venues, is so that people can come along and hear. Come and see so
that they get affected by what they hear and see.

People close their eyes because they want to say we did not know. Even at this time when they've got an opportunity to
know. They do not want to come because they want to say they did not know.

We thank you for coming here and coming to inform the people. But more than anything we thank you for caring, for

the concern and even suggest ways forward of how the cleansing, the cleansing of the nation can take place. Because
this is to me a national ritual, national ritual of cleansing that this nation can be cleansed. And this nation can start again.

What happens is that the victims come here, the perpetrators and beneficiaries of the old system don't want to know
what happened because they don't want to avail themselves to the cleansing.

We thank you for your suggestions. You are our last witness and you are going to sit there until I have finished. We
have now reached the end of our hearing here in Grahamstown. We have listened to 68 matters, we have heard 68



matters.

These are matters that have left us moved beyond belief. When we are going home now after the hearings, whether it is
in Umtata, Aliwal North or Uitenhage or wherever, we go home with pictures or mental ideas of what happened here
which will affect us for the rest of our lives.

Because these hearings affect us and when we get home and we lie down to sleep, there will be faces that will come
back to haunt us, that will not leave our memory. Faces of people who were before us, who testified before us.

We leave for home with an additional 68 faces, some of them are tearful faces, some of them have scarred and injured
hands and the last face is one that was shot and half the scull went through a wall behind him.

Those kind of images will stay with us for the rest of our lives. We thank the people of Grahamstown and also the little
towns around it for having brought your testimony to

us.

We thank the people of Grahamstown who have come here to listen. When we got here on Sunday and got up early
Monday morning in the cold and the rain, I got here and said to Mr Sandi, I think we should get a small room. I think
they should have given us a classroom because we are going to get cold here. I am amazed that even in this weather, the
people of Grahamstown have come out to our hearings and have attended our hearings throughout.

They have come here determined to behave themselves in a manner befitting such a hearing. The behaviour of the
people of Grahamstown has been excellent and even those who were tempted to disrupt that, were unable to.

Once again, I would like us to thank the following people because at this hearing I said this in the beginning, there have
been White people as well. Our hearings in the Eastern Cape and this has brought us a lot of pain, have been attended by
the previously disadvantaged. Those who were previously advantaged and benefitted from the previous dispensation,
have been 100% absent from our hearings.

In this hearing we have seen a consistent attendance of a few, very few, I would say 5% of our audience has been White
people and I think that they must know that the gesture that they are making, that is recorded, because here in
Grahamstown, there are people who have said by their attending, we care, we want to own up to this past. We want to
deal with this ritual. We want this cleansing of the nation to see us participate and we are not going to close our eyes to
it.

And we thank you very much for that gesture. You are going to be haunted as well by what you have seen. These

images will remain with you all your lives and this is why we hold these hearings at public gatherings.

We would have loved if there were more than just 5% or 3% of White people, but at least a start has been made and we
appreciate that very much.

I would like to thank the Clergy, especially the Bishop of Grahamstown, Bishop David. He has made a remarkable
gesture who in spite of his busy schedule and I know how busy he was, made it a point that since Monday, the
beginning of the hearing to the end of the hearing.

I think by doing that he has demonstrated pastoral solidarity, pastoral concern to the people who were violated in
various ways in this area. I would also like to thank Luke Pato who is in charge of the theological ceremony here and
who decided to be here all day today and yesterday as well to listen to this hearing.

Those gestures, and also the other members of the clergy who have opened and closed our hearings, they are indeed
very appreciated.

We thank the Councillor of Grahamstown, the Mayor who borrowed us this hall, we thank him for his presence at this



hearing. We thank the Mayor of Fort Beaufort and others who attended this hearing.

I would like to thank the police, the person who is in charge of the police. We would like to thank them for maintaining
order. They at some stage wanted to search us upon our arrival here, but they have made some concessions and we are
very grateful for that.

We had spoken about the police quite often but having a cooperative attitude, shows a new direction. We thank the
interpreters as well and also those in charge of the

recording facilities.

We thank the interpreters who have worked very hard here today, the first day we had one interpreter who worked all
day without complaining and we thank her and we would like to thank the staff of the TRC and especially, especially
the statementtakers working in this region, Mr Plaatjie, Mr Mere, Mr Petros.

We have heard 68 matters, but I am sure that we have received more than 200 statements. Some of them will remain in
our records, we will investigate them and we will do internal hearings in regard to them.

Finally, I would like to thank the media for the good coverage they had given our hearing. I thank the panellists, our
colleagues who kept us in order, especially Mr Sandi whose responsibility it was on his shoulders to prepare for this
hearing.

I would like us to give them all a round of applause.

ADV SANDI: Chairperson, before we close, I think we would be failing if we did not thank you for the dignity you
have bestowed upon this hearing by your presence and the thought provoking remarks you made after each testimony, in
spite of the pain the people expressed and we would like to thank you and encourage you to keep that up. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: I thought that we could close this hearing by singing a verse of a particular hymn. We will close by
singing the national anthem.

COMMISSION CLOSES WITH NATIONAL ANTHEM.

---------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to swear him in. Please stand up.

MBULELO LAWRENCE "TOYO" PETER: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Peter, you are here today to tell us the story about yourself. Is that
correct?

MR PETER: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: You are from Alexandria. Is that correct?

MR PETER: Yes, that is correct, I am from Alexandria.

ADV SANDI: You said that what happened to you in 1986.

MR PETER: In 1986 while I was at home, I was sleeping in my bed, but I was not under the blankets, I was just reading
a book, lying in the bed. The police then came. They were together with the Municipality Police. They knocked at the
door. They did not knock in a proper way.

ADV SANDI: Was it at night or was it during the day?

MR PETER: It was before eight o' clock at night, they kicked the door. At home when it was raining our door would not
close properly. They just pushed the door and it opened. My sister was there. They asked her for my brother. She said
that she did not know where my brother was. They then asked where I was. She answered by saying that she did not
know where I was, because she just arrived at home. They wanted to search the house. At that time while I was reading
the book I fell asleep, but I could hear that there were people talking. When I woke up it was the time when they were
coming in my room. The light was still on as I was reading the book. They came to me and they asked where are others.
I said who are you talking about. They then looked under the bed and they opened the wardrobe. ADV SANDI:
According to your knowledge, were there reasons for them, for searching for you, for looking for you?

MR PETER: No.

ADV SANDI: Were you taking part in activities which will make the police to look for you?

MR PETER: No.



ADV SANDI: When there was toy-toy in your area, in Alexandria, what would you do?

MR PETER: I would join the toy-toy.

ADV SANDI: Were you toy-toying like the rest of the people?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was there any youth organisation or a resident's organisation in which you were a member?

MR PETER: There was a youth organisation, but at that time I was not a member.

ADV SANDI: You said that they grabbed you by the chest. What happened?

MR PETER: They took me out of the room.

ADV SANDI: Did they beat you all this time?

MR PETER: Yes, the two police which were here today, they were present.

ADV SANDI: Did they beat you when they grabbed you?

MR PETER: They beat me when they were taking me out of the room. They beat me in the dining-room and then they
took me outside.

ADV SANDI: What did they use?

MR PETER: They beat me with a sjambok.

ADV SANDI: Why were they beating you?

MR PETER: They did not tell me why they were beating me, they just beat me.

ADV SANDI: They took you to the police station?

MR PETER: Yes, they took me to the police station.

ADV SANDI: What happened in the police station? Can you please explain to us?

MR PETER: As I was in the police station I was bleeding, because they beat me in my one eye. They took me with their
police van to the charge office. When we arrived there they let me sit down, they gave me a cloth so that I can stop the
blood, they phoned the ambulance. They phoned the ambulance, the doctor said that he will send me straight to hospital.
He said that he cannot do anything about the injury in my eye.

ADV SANDI: Where did he send you?

MR PETER: He sent me to Livingstone Hospital in Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: Did you get treatment there?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who was your doctor in Port Elizabeth? Do you remember?

MR PETER: In Port Elizabeth, I do not remember.

ADV SANDI: But you stayed for how long?



MR PETER: I stayed for two weeks. I was discharged in the third week.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to any attorney for advice about what happened to you?

MR PETER: The attorney visited me in the hospital, an indian attorney, Naidoo.

ADV SANDI: Did he say that he was from Port Elizabeth?

MR PETER: He just took a statement from me.

ADV SANDI: Did you see him, did you see Mr Naidoo after that?

MR PETER: No, I did not see him after that, but he gave my case to another attorney, Vanessa, in Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: What did Vanessa do about this case?

MR PETER: I use to go to visit her in Port Elizabeth. She will tell me to come back again and I would do that. It was
very difficult for me to go from Alexandria to Port Elizabeth, because I could not afford it financially. She then told me
that she was going to telephone, to phone me.

ADV SANDI: When you were released from the hospital were you arrested?

MR PETER: When I was discharged I stayed for a few days and I was arrested under the State of Emergency.

ADV SANDI: For how long were you detained?

MR PETER: They told us we were going to spend 180 days.

ADV SANDI: Do you still remember how many months did you stay?

MR PETER: If I am not mistaken, it is ten months.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you said you stayed for 11 months.

MR PETER: Yes, I think it is 11 months.

ADV SANDI: When you were detained under the State of Emergency what happened to you?

MR PETER: Nothing happened to me.

ADV SANDI: Were you tortured or were you beaten by the sjamboks or were you harassed?

MR PETER: No, I was not harassed, but my eye was very painful.

ADV SANDI: Were you beaten by a sjambok in your eye?

MR PETER: Yes, it was a sjambok.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request to make concerning this case?

MR PETER: Yes, I do have a request, because I do not think I will be able to go back to work. I am still young and I
would like the Commission to help me.

ADV SANDI: In which way?

MR PETER: At home I am staying with my mother, my father passed away. It is very difficult, because we are an



extended family. All of us are depending and are supporting, being supported by my mother. I would like the
Commission to help me.

ADV SANDI: Do you get a disability grant?

MR PETER: Yes, I do get a disability grant, but it expired. I then reapplied for it.

ADV SANDI: For how long was it, did you not receive it?

MR PETER: I do not remember clearly.

ADV SANDI: What reasons were given to you?

MR PETER: They told me that I could, I am able to go back to work.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any other request to make or is that all you wanted to say before I hand over to the
Chairperson?

MR PETER: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Peter, you said that you cannot work, you cannot go back to work
because of the injuries you sustained in your eye.

MR PETER: Mr Chairperson, my eye is not functioning properly. Nobody will hire me with such an eye. Even this
other side is not functioning properly.

ADV SANDI: Do I understand you well if I am saying that you need treatment for your eye?

MR PETER: Please repeat.

ADV SANDI: Are you saying that one of your requests is that you want a specialist to look at your eye?

MR PETER: Yes, I would like that very much.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Peter. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Peter, the story of the people in this country, those who were fighting
for liberation will not end with names, such as your name, are being mentioned when this story is revealed to other
generations. The police will be implicated when this story is being told to the other generation. The people such as the
other professionals, such as doctors, refused to treat people. You also mentioned such a doctor who refused to treat you
because of the apartheid system. These names will come and they will be revealed to people. Sir, together with other
Comrades, we do remember your struggle, your participation in the struggle. We thank you very much.

------------------------------
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REVD XUNDU: Chairperson, I would like to swear him in, starting with Mava Zolela Rwexu.

MAVA XOLELA RWEXU: (sworn states)

NOMAKHWEZI GEORGINA SIKO: (sworn states)

PATRICIA FUNDISWA SUKULA: (sworn states)

TENJIWE QUENETTE MADINDA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Chairman, the witnesses had been duly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Have you all been sworn in? Who is the lady?

MR RWEXU: Mavis Siko.

CHAIRMAN: Are you also going to testify?

MAVIS SIKO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairman, they have all been sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Ntisiki Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Mr Rwexu, could you please come closer to the microphone, so that we can hear you. In 1986, you house
was set alight and am I correct that it was in Mphanthi township?

MR RWEXU: Yes, it was, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Could you tell us very briefly what happened

there and who the victims were who were burnt there?



MR RWEXU: I was not present when this incident took place Mr Chairman. When I got there, the place had already
been burnt. When I came up the street where I stayed from M Street up Lelombo, it was at approximately 9 pm, the
other houses' lights were on and I was wondering why my house was so dark.

I was approaching by car and I though perhaps the people are sleeping already and then I wanted to know why this car,
the police and soldiers cars were outside my house and when I got to my house, I saw that it was smoking. I was
wondering what had happened.

When I was going to get to my yard, the soldiers approached me and wanted to know what I was doing there and where
I was going. I told them that I was coming home, that that was my house and they told me that my house had been set
alight.

They did not want to let me in, but I insisted because I was hoping to find, I wanted to see if there was anyone inside. I
went in with a torch, it was dark in the house, it was still smoking and as I, when I got in by the door, I tripped over
someone.

When I shone the torch on that person, I realised that it was someone in my house, that stayed at my house, one of the
children there.

ADV SANDI: Who was that?

MR RWEXU: It was Vuyiswa Hoboshe. Duzana Hoboshe was the policeman, was the lady who was, my sister who was
a policewoman and because of that, the house was set alight.

ADV SANDI: Where was she staying?

MR RWEXU: She was staying at Juaza, at the police camp.

ADV SANDI: Is that the place that was called Mqundwandeni? Did the police tell you who had set your house alight?

MR RWEXU: No, I never heard who had set the house alight.

ADV SANDI: But there were some people who were seriously injured, some fatally injured. You already told us that
the first person was Vuyiswa, who was the second person?

MR RWEXU: The second person is my mother and my sister's one child, three of them were fatally injured.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear of anyone being arrested?

MR RWEXU: I heard that people were arrested, but I never even went to court because I was never summonsed to
court. And I don't know what happened, all I was told was that the police said to me that they would call me on the day
of the trial.

And afterwards I just heard that the matter had been finalised.

ADV SANDI: What did you hear about the sentences?

MR RWEXU: I never heard that they were sentenced, all I heard was that the matter had been finalised and only one of
them had been convicted and I was not even interested in knowing what the sentence was.

ADV SANDI: What time do you think it was?

MR RWEXU: The whole house was burnt down, I don't know.

ADV SANDI: Did you receive any compensation?



MR RWEXU: Yes, we did receive an amount of money which we were told was to help us with funeral expenses.

ADV SANDI: Where did it come from?

MR RWEXU: We were told that it was the State President's fund.

ADV SANDI: How much was it?

MR RWEXU: It was R16 000-00.

ADV SANDI: By your presence here today Mr Rwexu, do you have any wish which you would like to express or any
request which you would like to make?

MR RWEXU: My mother's children and also the children there at home, are left in my care and I would like to ask that
they be assisted with their education because this has all effected us.

When there is any - when you are a family, you dream together and things like that, and when you have a mother in
your home, you know that even when something bothers you outside, you can come home and talk to your mother and
life is priceless, you cannot bring back the life of that person, but I would ask that these children be assisted in their
education.

ADV SANDI: You come across as being very strong even though you are talking about something as gruesome as the
death of these three persons when they were burnt to death on the same day, including your mother. Is there - can you
just tell us where you draw your strength from, because you seem exceptionally strong?

MR RWEXU: I am not really as strong as I seem. I suffer from severe depression due to this incident.

ADV SANDI: Where do these children live now that you referred to?

MR RWEXU: We all live together at home after I had fixed up the place.

ADV SANDI: Where is Duzana?

MR RWEXU: Duzana is in Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you would like to say Mr Rwexu?

MR RWEXU: There is nothing else I would like to say beyond

that, Mr Chairperson.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much, Mr Rwexu. Let us now go to Mrs Siko. According to your statement Mrs Siko,
your statement was from Nomakhwezi Georgina Siko, is that your daughter?

MRS SIKO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who is going to give testimony, is it going to be you or your daughter?

MRS SIKO: I will be the one who will be testifying, but because I was not there, she will help me?

ADV SANDI: Is that correct, Ma'am?

MS SIKO: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: You are going to talk about what happened to you Nomakhwezi and you are also going to tell us about
Nontozake?



MS SIKO: No, Ndumasi. Ndumasi Siko.

ADV SANDI: Please continue, Nomakhwezi.

MS SIKO: I will talk about Ndumasi first. In 1985, on the 27th of December Ndumasi Siko, my brother was burnt in the
stadium. My mother was not there at the time, when people came to tell us, she was at work.

The police went to her work to tell her about this. She was then informed that Ndumasi was burnt down at the stadium.

ADV SANDI: How old was Ndumasi at that time?

MS SIKO: He was 14 years old and he was doing standard 3. My mother was told that Ndumasi was burnt in the
stadium. She could not go to see him, my father went there to see him. He found out that there was blood in the stadium,
on the steps of the stadium. We do not know whether he was stabbed or not.

He was also gagged. The people who did this to him, they ran away.

ADV SANDI: Were they arrested for this incident?

MS SIKO: No, they were not arrested, but only one of them was arrested, it Mncedisi Mgxotheni. Others, they ran
away. The case was conducted in 1988, but it did not continue any further.

ADV SANDI: Why were they killing Ndumasi? What reasons did they give?

MS SIKO: It was said that they were looking for me, they asked Ndumasi where I was, but Ndumasi did not tell them.

ADV SANDI: Why were they looking for you?

MS SIKO: I don't know whether they wanted to kill me, because they had burnt me before.

ADV SANDI: Were you also burnt before?

MS SIKO: Yes, in 1985.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us about your incident?

MS SIKO: In 1985, Municipality police station was being burnt in the township, there was tension and chaos in the
township. My sister Nontozake was employed as a cleaner in this new police station.

I was supposed to bring her lunch that day. I was also looking for work in that company as I was not employed at that
time. At about three, I decided to go home because the people would come back from work.

I went through the bush, I saw people. I went through the open field, when I was about to reach home, there were people
coming towards me and they beat me, they were using all sorts of weapons to beat me.

ADV SANDI: Did you notice any of the people who were beating you?

MS SIKO: Those were people who were staying in the same street. Those were people whom I grew up with. I went
home and they followed me, they kicked the door. I then opened the door for them, because I thought that they were
going to talk with me.

They then beat me in the head and they dragged me out of the gate, they were assaulting me all the time. They took me
in a corner and then they beat me there. We were in one house, they went to one house, 161 C, to take paraffin. They
then put a tyre and put this paraffin in this tyre, they were beating me all the time.

I couldn't bear the pain, I took out the tyre because it was burning at that time. They beat me, I managed to take the tyre



out of my neck. They then - I then fell on top of this tyre. All this time they were beating me.

I was confused, I couldn't see anything at that time, it was dark. I then heard a gunshot, but it was far away. When they
heard this gunshot, they ran away. I then staggered, I managed to go home. My sister took me and she tried to wash me.

We locked the doors. While we were still at home, the one who was a cleaner, she then came back home, these people
were chasing her.

ADV SANDI; Are you referring to Nontozake?

MS SIKO: Yes, she ran and she opened the door quickly, she then locked the door. My mother came back from work at
about six, she then took me to hospital, Settlers Hospital. I was operated in Settlers Hospital.

I was then given medicine and I was bandaged.

ADV SANDI: You said that in your arm?

MS SIKO: Yes, my arm was cracked, my head was also cracked.

ADV SANDI: You suffer from continuous headaches?

MS SIKO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How were you injured?

MS SIKO: In my left leg and in my body.

ADV SANDI: Were you still at school at that time?

MS SIKO: Yes, I was still at school.

ADV SANDI: Did you go back to school?

MS SIKO: No, I didn't manage to go back to school, because I was scared. I couldn't even stay here in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: What standard were you?

MS SIKO: I was doing standard 5 at that time.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you said that the people who attacked you, they said that you were dirty?

MS SIKO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Because you were sending lunch to your sister, Nontozake?

MS SIKO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did they give you any other reason for saying that you were dirty except for the reason they have given
you?

MS SIKO: No, they just said that I was dirty, that is why they burnt me.

ADV SANDI: What happened to Nontozake?

MS SIKO: Nothing happened to her, they didn't manage to get her.

ADV SANDI: Are you receiving treatment now because of this incident?



MS SIKO: No.

ADV SANDI: Is there a need for you to get treatment?

MS SIKO: Yes, there is a need because of these headaches.

ADV SANDI: These continuous headaches?

MS SIKO: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you want to add something Ma'am, to what Nomakhwezi has already said?

MRS SIKO: No, there is nothing.

ADV SANDI: Let us now ask this question. By coming here to the Commission, what are your expectations or what do
you wish the Commission to do for you?

MRS SIKO: Yes, I do have a wish. The people who killed Ndumasi, were not arrested. Ndumasi was playing outside,
one girl came to take him at home, there was a shot next to the stadium. This girl said Ndumasi let us go to the shop, I
will buy you sweets.

This group was waiting for him in the shop.

ADV SANDI: Was it during the day?

MRS SIKO: It was after five.

ADV SANDI: Did Ndumasi belong to any political organisation at the time of this incident?

MRS SIKO: No, he was still young at the time. He had two friends.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say? Do you want to add something to what has already been said?

MRS SIKO: I would like the people who killed Ndumasi, to be arrested. The girl who came to fetch Ndumasi would be
called now and again.

ADV SANDI: Are they still in Grahamstown?

MRS SIKO: No.

ADV SANDI: Do you know their names? We would like you to go to our administration table to give out these names.
Is that all you wanted to say? Do you have any more requests, except that you wanted this case to be reopened?

MS SIKO: There was one man, Mahodi, who was not arrested in

my case. He was the one who tied me in my legs with wires.

ADV SANDI: Is he still around Grahamstown?

MS SIKO: Yes, he is here in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ma'am. Let us now go to Mrs Sandi. Could I call you Mrs Sandi, even though you swore
yourself in as Mrs Sukula?

MRS SANDI: Yes, you may.



ADV SANDI: We are going to talk about something that happened at your place in 1986, where a house was set alight
and a child, girl by the name Nontyatyambo, was attacked. I would like you to start explaining to us what happened,
which led to the setting alight of Nontyatyambo?

MRS SANDI: On the day all this happened, was on the 27th of August. It was on a Monday after 7 pm, when these
children came, knocked at my house and this one child turned up there and said that they were looking for
Nontyatyambo. Nontyatyambo was sleeping in the one room in the house.

I asked, because I could see that there were many of them, I asked them what they wanted with her and they said that
they had come to her, she then got up and came to us and they then said to her, we've come to you, you know what you
have done.

She said, what have I done? There were approximately six children inside the house already and others were outside.
Those that were inside were looking for a phone, so that they could cut the lines, they said Nontyatyambo, you know
what you have done, and she said I don't know anything.

They said, and then I wanted to know from them, what is it, what has she done and they said no, she knows. And they
said, come, let's go to the other comrades. We then, they

took her outside and I wanted to follow them, wanting to know where they were taking her. They said no, we are going
to the corner. They then took her out. The one child Lezugo and another Mfulani child. When we got to the corner they
took myself, Nontyatyambo Zolizwa and this other child that stayed with us, when we got to the corner house, number
17 M Street, I asked them which corner is this? They said no Ma'am, we are going to this place up ahead.

When we got to the corner of L Street, they said no, we are passing here and we are going to this other corner. We went
to K Street.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me, were they dragging her?

MS SANDI: They were holding us all. Not dragging us, but they were holding us and we got to K Street and they said
here are the comrades, and I said where are these big comrades? They said, what we want from you is you are going to
tell us where our firearms are which you took and went to give to the Mungundwana, the Rats, the municipal police.

She said, I don't know what you are talking about, they said we saw you get into a casper, belonging to the Defence
Force and we want our firearms, four of our firearms were taken by the police.

By this time they were dragging her. And she said I don't know about anything and I wanted to know what firearms are
these. Why can't you just talk about this? And she was clinging onto me and they dragged her with force from me and
there was a biggish tree.

We struggled for her and they eventually got her and they said we are going to show you, we want these firearms. They
dragged her and dropped her to the ground. When she fell to the ground, some of them were kicking her and I

tried to protect her and wanted to know what firearms they were talking about. And I got her again and she clung to me
and they said to her, you are stubborn.

I went to her and picked her up again and I was trying to move away. These - my other children were starting to run
away and I called them to come and help me. I grabbed her and they grabbed her once again and dropped her to the
ground for a third time. I picked her up again, but this time, I don't know what it was, some of them were assaulting me
on my head and my back and dragging me away from her.

And in this time I could see a tyre. When she fell, they put her near the tyre and they pulled me away and said that I
should go home and telling me that they were going to deal with my daughter. A group of them pushed me away, when
we got to M Street, there were so many of them who said to me, you know where you stay, go home.



When we got near number 17, I said oh, my God, my child, I don't know what they are going to do to this child. And by
this time they were throwing things at me and I started running.

ADV SANDI: Where was Wallace in all this time when you were being chased home?

MRS SANDI: I cannot say where he was, because there were so many children who were pushing me when I was going
home, but the one who I saw was Zolizwa who was also running because they were throwing obstacles at her as well.

We ran when I went to number 7 to look for comrade Nzuzu to please help me because I did not know what they were
doing to my child.

When I came back, I found Ntomtetilele who was her husband and he she was not there. When I got close to my

house, Zolizwa was there and Wallace was standing there and when I was going to go into the house, Nontyatyambo
was approaching and she was naked by this time.

When she got close to me I held onto her and she had been severely burnt down her front to her stomach. I took her and
took a towel which was close by and covered her. I went with her to number 17 to try and get a telephone.

There they did not want to have anything to do with me, saying that I was going to cause trouble for them. I then went to
the Qangile home in M Street and I said, when I got there there were policemen at the gate and she was talking
throughout giving the names of these children, Mfulani child and names of Lizwa and those others and the ambulance
was called and it took us to the hospital.

When we got to the hospital, they treated her and we were told that we were going to be taken to Port Elizabeth and she
was treated there and then we were told, shown the ward where she was going to be admitted. I think we must have got
back at quarter to four.

I then left her, I told her that I would be back. I got home, promising her that I would come and see her the Tuesday.
When I got home, I was preparing for work, I was working at St Andrew's. I prepared for work. When I got to my work,
I informed by employer about what happened. We phoned her father there and then.

Her father was working in Port Elizabeth at a packaging company. We got hold of him at Bod Packaging and I told him
what happened at home. He said there and then that he would go and see her. That was the Tuesday.

My employer said to me that she would keep phoning to find out how she was.

ADV SANDI: And eventually you received a telephone call at work saying that she did not survive the injuries which
she sustained?

MRS SANDI: On the Wednesday when I was preparing at work for my employer to take me to Port Elizabeth, I
received a telephone call and informed that my child had passed away. This is while I was preparing to go and see her in
Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: Was anyone arrested in connection with this incident?

MRS SANDI: Yes, there were people who were arrested because she herself had said who they were.

ADV SANDI; Were these people convicted?

MRS SANDI: They were convicted but they were sentenced to some corporal punishment and that was all.

ADV SANDI: Were you able to conduct the funeral without any incidents or interference?

MRS SANDI: My brother was Sergeant Sukula, took me because they had already burnt down the house, my house the
Thursday after having burnt my child the Wednesday and then my brother took me to his house, at number 197.



ADV SANDI: Did you ever receive an opportunity thereafter to go back to your house?

MRS SANDI: I could never go back to my house because there was a Mr Nango who was still living there up to this
day, he said he was speaking to his older brother about renting the place. What happened was that I was living at my
work and Mr Nango never came to me. What his brother said was that this man was going to rent the house, but they
never came back to me.

Thereafter, after some time I heard that my child's

father had given the house to him.

ADV SANDI: Whose house did you say it was in your statement?

MRS SANDI; It is my brother's house. After this incident, my children and I went to go and stay at my brother's place.
Thereafter in - on the 6th of January of the following year, my sister-in-law indicated that she wanted this house back,
which my brother had said we could stay in. I then gave the house back and I am renting a house from my aunt in
Nyameni and my niece is paying the rent for me since she is employed and I don't have a place of my own, to this day.

ADV SANDI: Is there anything else you would like to say before I ask you what your expectations and wishes are from
this Commission?

MRS SANDI: That is basically all I have to say with regard to the incident for now. I never used to wear spectacles
back then, but because of the injuries I sustained, my head, I don't know what happened, but I started wearing spectacles
thereafter.

The Doctor said that there was also something wrong with my blood and I still suffer constant headaches to this day.
And I am now due to go and have my spectacles changed again, but I cannot afford to because I am unemployed.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Sandi. If there is anything which you still have to say, we will have the
Committee direct questions to you.

Mrs Madinda, in your statement you said that your house was burnt down. Was it in 31 O Street?

MRS MADINDA: Yes, that is correct Mr Chairman.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us what happened in 31 O Street

when your house was burnt down?

MRS MADINDA: It was at night, on a Sunday night. I was sleeping in one room and my daughter was in another room.
I was sleeping together with someone who used to come and sleep in the room. I heard someone say that the house was
on fire. I woke up and I saw flames all over. They were coming through the windows.

I was surprised. We tried to look for a key as we were sleeping, the door was locked. I took this child who was sleeping
with me, I took him out through the window and I also took my daughter. I followed them, we ran in the backyard, there
were tenants in this yard.

They were also surprised, they woke up, they then went out. There was also Mr Mpati who was a tenant, he went back
home. He tried to take out the furniture. He then got injured because he sustained, he was burnt.

In the morning we tried to borrow clothes so that we can go and report it to the police. The police told us that they
cannot help us because they were not responsible for what was happening in the township.

The casper then came in the township. There were two White men who came out. They then said that they cannot do
anything. That is all.



ADV SANDI: Was it in 1986?

MRS MADINDA: Yes, it was in June 1986.

ADV SANDI: Mr Timoti Mbuyisela Pota Mlonyeni, was he also a tenant?

MRS MADINDA: Yes, he was also one of the tenants.

ADV SANDI: Did he stay in the backyard?

MRS MADINDA: Yes, he stayed in the back room.

ADV SANDI: His furniture was it also burnt?

MRS MADINDA: Everything was burnt because we tried to save our lives. We did not take our furniture.

ADV SANDI: Were there any rumours concerning who burnt down your house?

MRS MADINDA: Up until today I did not hear anything.

ADV SANDI: What about Mr Mlonyeni, did he suspect anyone?

MRS MADINDA: I don't know about him, because I did not talk to him, I thought he would be here today, because
after that, we parted.

ADV SANDI: Before your house was burnt down, were there any events that happened that show that your house
would be burnt down?

MRS MADINDA: I did not notice anything before except that I was selling things to people as I was earning not
enough, this children would, there would be children who would come to me telling me that we were not supposed to
sell anything because of boycotts and I would listen to them.

ADV SANDI: Did you have any conflicts with anyone or did you receive any threats that your house would be burnt?

MRS MADINDA: No.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MRS MADINDA: My request is that I would like to know who burnt down this house.

ADV SANDI: Was there anyone arrested?

MRS MADINDA: No, there was no one arrested.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mrs Madinda?

MRS MADINDA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Madinda, thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Nomakhwezi Siko, you mentioned Ndumasi in your

testimony, Ndumasi Siko. What happened to him?

MS SIKO: He was necklaced.



CHAIRMAN: In the statement before us you did not mention his case?

MS SIKO: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Would you like to submit a statement concerning this incident?

MS SIKO: At the time I was, I only submitted my incident, I did not say anything about Ndumasi.

CHAIRMAN: You have to make a statement about his incident, because what we have here is about yourself. We will
have a problem if we don't get Ndumasi's statement. Thank you.

I would like to thank the four of you, Mr Rwexu, Nomakhwezi Siko, Mrs Sandi and Tenjiwe Madinda. These are very
painful incidents.

I was saying that these incidents are very painful. Starting with Mr Rwexu, it surprises us that you lost all your family,
they have been burnt because there was someone who was working for the police. You were only compensated, you
only got R16 000-00. Your house was burnt and three people were also killed who were inside.

This shows that the Government of the day did not care because the police, whether we like it or not, were working for
that Government. The people did not like the police, the people were not fighting for the individual police, but they were
fighting because the police were working for that Government.

Some of the police lost their lives because they were protecting that Government, past Government. It is surprising to us
that when such a person lost three of his family members and the house was also burnt, the Government

only gave him R16 000-00.

We are glad to hear this as the Commission, it confirms what we have already heard of incidents such as this. In our
minds as the people who were fighting against the Government of that day, we thought that such people get millions of
rands. We are surprised today to find out that this Government did not care for the people who were working under him.

The Government was using this people but when they were in trouble because of working for him, as the police, the
Government wouldn't care. We would like to sympathise with you about what happened to you, about the scandal that
happened to you.

Nomakhwezi Siko has told us a terrible story, a painful story. She managed to escape death. We are glad that she is here
today because as she was telling her story, she was supposed to be dead today together with Mrs Sandi by telling us
about her daughter Nontyatyambo, who was also necklaced.

Tenjiwe Madinda, telling us about her house which was burnt by people who were unknown. These incidents are one of
those incidents that were painful in the struggle of liberation.

That the people who were fighting for the liberation, used such painful methods, they were burning people who were
alleged to be informers, and who were alleged to be working with the police.

We thank you for giving us this picture, it is a clear picture and it will remain in our minds. People who are here today,
who are listening to this story so that when we look back in our struggle, we also learn from the mistakes of the struggle.

We have seen the mistakes that have happened in that struggle, we thank you for coming here because we did not want
to listen to what the police have said but who have done to the people, such stories are part of our history. We have
noted your requests. We are going to forward them to the President of this country who will decide what to do about
your requests.

For now, you may go back to your seats, thank you.

-------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call Nozipho Eunice Siyona.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, with your permission I would like to swear the witness in.

NOZIPHO EUNICE SIYONA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. Chairperson, the witness has been sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: I thank you. June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Could we have the earphones please? Mrs Siyona, can you hear me?

MS SIYONA: I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: You are here to tell us about Phindile Siyona who was an ANC activist who was shot by the police on
the 24th of March 1986, are those facts correct?

MS SIYONA: I am going to talk about someone who was shot in 1992. About someone and his mother, someone by the
name of Kama who was also shot.

MS CRICHTON: Could you just wait for one moment Mrs Siyona. Is Phindile not a relative of yours at all?

MS SIYONA: That is my child.

CHAIRMAN: Mrs Siyona, Lulama Kama was also killed on the same day, is that correct?

MS SIYONA: Yes, they were killed on the same day.

CHAIRMAN: And what about Nokhaya Lili Madakane?

MS SIYONA: That is, his name is Xolani Kama.

CHAIRMAN: Is the matter of Thozamile Swartbooi Madakana something different? Very well, we are going to ask
Zanyiwe Sylvia Kama to come forward.

ZANYIWE SYLVIA KAMA: (sworn states)

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton will put questions to Mrs Siyona, Tiny Maya will put questions to Zanyiwe Kama.



MS CRICHTON: Mrs Siyona, we start again then. Would you then in your own words, like to tell us what happened?

MS SIYONA: Yes, I would. In 1992, the 24th of the month, I was at home and I heard somebody call me. I heard a shot
while I was at home. After a few minutes I heard myself being called. Someone shouted Nowelele, Nowelele, Phindile
has been shot.

We rushed out of the door towards the street and we saw the Stability Unit there and they chased us away as if they
were chasing away rejects. And there were two of these children, one was at the bottom and one was at the top, I could
see my one laying on his face and I could see the other one, the Kama boy.

The Reverend took me and said that we should go. A policeman stood there for a long time and then they took me back
home with - and there were people that sat with me at home and I was informed that he had been taken to hospital.

Reverend Kotze came and said that the child passed away while he was laying there. I remained there and I was told that
they were going to get an ANC Doctor to conduct a post-mortem and find out what the cause of his death was.

We were told that he was going to be taken to Adelaide for this to be done. Then eventually we were told we could go
and fetch the child and find a mortuary. I then found a mortuary and told them that he was going to be taken to the

Newtown mortuary.

I then went home and Mdanye said that the police were calling him and wanting to know how many people were going
to attend the funeral. I asked God to give me the strength that when the police came to me to enquire how many people
were going to attend the funeral, that I was going to tell them how many people there were because I was unable to get
close to my child when he was shot.

Eventually I got my child's corps and I kept wondering how I was going to bury this child, because this all happened so
unexpectedly and I did not have any money. The organisation said no, we will help you.

Then the Red Cross organisation came and gave me R400-00 and the organisation collected donations for me from the
residents in town and brought me this money which had been collected. We then buried this child and they were
standing in the tarred road and I was given a burial site at the bottom of Dube.

We conducted the funeral without any incident. And then there was this Kama boy, he was still alive and then Kama
was released from police guard at the hospital and we were told that a trial was going to be conducted.

The more the trial continued, the more my child's name was, my child was implicated. And I thought I am not going to
attend the trial any more, I remained at home. Sandi came there when the trial was being finalised on that day, I had not
attended court and the Attorney Sandi came to me and he said this Kama child seems to have an Attorney and it has
been found that two people cannot conduct a riot.

A group does that. So I said to Sandi I don't have any money, God will see what to do. I am not going to do this

up and down of going to court.

The person who was charged, was acquitted. I've got something else, before my child was shot on that Thursday, a guy
by the name of Teddy came with the Stability Unit in the casper. I was at my place, Seslunqa was in the lounge and I
heard that it was White policemen and they asked where the mother of this family is and she said that the family was not
there.

This White policeman said that he was coming to make peace with the family and he was told that the family was not
there and they left in the casper.

Long afterwards Nkenke came and wanted to know if Phindile Siyona had been shot, so I said yes and he said that the
case is continuing. And I said how many times is this case going to go on because are you people separating this and he



said to me, you are wanted tomorrow.

I then went, accompanied by some family members to the court and these White policemen came in. Many of them had
a briefcase and we were told that they were talking about Phindile Siyona and the case was postponed when the Doctors
in Adelaide was phoned and he told them that he was busy and I think two weeks later, the matter was heard again and I
was told that it was going to be finalised.

When we went there, the Doctor took the stand and at Attorney by the name of Tabata was representing us. I think the
Doctor must have sent an assistant or something, because I didn't see him. What satisfied me at that case, was when the
Doctor said that the child had died because he had been shot at close range and through his heart.

If he had been shot from a distance, he would probably have survived.

We left and then we were told that the deceased was found guilty of having stoned a casper and that he had a petrol
bomb that he had thrown as well.

And then I went out with the Attorney and said I don't believe what they are saying, even if my child had thrown this
casper with a petrol bomb or whatever, they could just have injured him and he would still have been alive. And he
suggested that I appeal against the matter, I said I don't have any money and I was told to bring the person that was with
the deceased.

I then got - hired a car and went to King William's Town and we were told that Mponyololo must tell us what happened
and Mponyololo said that he and the deceased were playing ball in the street. And he said that while they were playing
ball, he went to the toilet, heard shots and when he came out, he saw the deceased laying there and the police was
shooting at him as well.

Mponyololo said when he came to after having been shot at, he was in hospital. Apparently they had been playing ball
outside this house where they were. That Attorney said to me that Mponyololo says that it is possible that the deceased
threw stones at that casper. It is possible that the deceased threw stones at that casper, but Mponyololo did not see him
and in these way these White policemen were acquitted. There were three of them.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Siyona, I thank you for that story that has made it clear to us now but there are some questions
that I need to ask you. First of all, how old was Phindile?

MS SIYONA: He was 16 years old.

MS CRICHTON: And the friend that he was with, that was playing ball with him?

MS SIYONA: I don't know, his parents will know, I know how old my child was.

MS CRICHTON: All right, was he a member of one of the school organisations? The political organisations?

MS SIYONA: Are you referring to Phindile Siyona?

MS CRICHTON: Yes, yes I am just referring to Phindile at this stage?

MS SIYONA: Yes, he was.

MS CRICHTON: Then when the post-mortem was done, it says in your statement that the post-mortem was conducted
without the family being present and the ANC was not happy about that. Did you actually get a paper from them on the
results of the post-mortem from the Government, from the police? Did they give you a statement that was totally
different to the one that the ANC gave you?

MS SIYONA: No, but we were surprised to hear that the post-mortem had been conducted and we had to come and
fetch his corpse, but the ANC Doctor said that his heart had been ripped, had been shattered by the bullet.



MS CRICHTON: The funeral went off without any incident, after you had asked for strength from God and you had
received that strength to say how many you were going to have at that funeral, is that correct?

MS SIYONA: Yes, the funeral went off without incident.

MS CRICHTON: And at this point you are still concerned that the deceased was said to be guilty of throwing stones?

MS SIYONA: No, I was not even expecting that, so it didn't faze me much.

MS CRICHTON; But in your statement I see that you are actually saying that you want the Truth Commission to
investigate your son's death again, is that still your

request?

MS SIYONA: When I submitted my statement, I said that this whole thing is bringing back, reopening old wounds, and
that is the reason why I avoided attending the court hearings. All I thank God for is that I could take my child and bury
him, others did not even see their children, they just heard that their children were dead or received the bones.

I was just grateful for the opportunity to take my child, identify him and bury him.

MS CRICHTON: Is your health now seriously affected by this, how are you Mrs Siyona?

MS SIYONA: Yes, thereafter I went to the Doctor and I was diagnosed as having high blood pressure and I am still
under medication.

MS CRICHTON: Have you any particular request to the Commission, other than what you told us already?

MS SIYONA: I don't see what I can ask for except to say that the Truth Commission can see in which way it can assist
me.

MS CRICHTON: Have you completed your testimony, is there anything further that you want to add to what you said
already?

MS SIYONA: There is nothing more I would like to add.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Siyona, I will hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Siyona, who was the Doctor in Adelaide, you said he was a Doctor from Adelaide. Who was he?

MS CRICHTON: I don't know, I saw him in court wearing a Doctor's coat. I don't know if he is still around, but I don't
think that his name will not be reflected in Tabata's

books because he was present there.

CHAIRMAN: Who were the people who came to ask you for forgiveness?

MS SIYONA: These were the White policemen I just heard them say that they were looking for the family. Teddy was
with the policemen.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know what Teddy's surname is?

MS SIYONA: No, I only know him as Teddy.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mrs Siyona, we will now go to Mrs Kama.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Kama are you Zanyiwe Sylvia Kama?



MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: According to the statement in front of us, you are going to talk about two incidents?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You are going to talk about Lulama Kama who was 13 years and Xolani Kama?

MS KAMA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Lulama was shot?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Xolani was shot in the back, he was injured, is that correct?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: These incidents happened in different years. When was Lulama shot dead?

MS KAMA: Lulama Kama was shot in 1985. She was the first victim in Fort Beaufort to be shot. She was shot by
Amanqundwani.

MS MAYA: Is he Lulama?

MS KAMA: Yes, he is Lulama.

MS MAYA: Did this happen on the 2nd of February 1985?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Please tell us what was happening at Fort Beaufort at this time?

MS KAMA: In 1985 we were not aware of riots at that time. Lulama Kama did not do anything. There was a meeting of
the Councillors at Nyibiba with the residents. There was conflict in that meeting between the Councillors and the
residents. On the following week the children were toyi-toying in the streets.

Lulama was passing by, he was coming from the yard. My mother sent him to the shop to buy sugar. Because he was
young, we did not expect anything to happen to him. He then went to the shop.

He joined the people who were singing in the streets. When he was coming back from the shop, there were two of them.
His friend was Patani Kahlani. Lulama was coming back home, his friend was going to another township.

Lulama met the Councillors, the Fort Beaufort Councillors, they shot him. The witness said that he was the car coming
towards, going towards Lulama and they shot him. Lulama managed to go to one house, Nomita Tebe sent a message
that Lulama was shot in that yard.

When that car left, it shot the child, Lulama's friend but he did not die, he was taken to East London for an operation. He
said that those were Siphiwo Ngqizani and Soki Gontsi who shot them.

MS MAYA: Are you referring to Patani Kahlani?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where is he now?



MS KAMA: He is not in this hall.

MS MAYA: Is he still alive?

MS KAMA: Yes, he is still alive.

MS MAYA: That is what happened to Lulama?

MS KAMA: It was at night, we couldn't go to town to report this to the police, because the Councillors were shooting
all over in that time. We stayed with him until the next morning. My brother went in the following morning to call the
police. Rali, a policeman came, they then took him to Stompie Funeral Parlour. He was already dead at that time.

The police were there. It was said that he was not going to be kept in that mortuary. We were told to bury him on
Wednesday. My brother refused because he told them that this child did not do anything, he was still very young.

He then went to the Coloured Funeral Parlour in Newtown, he was admitted in that parlour. The police said that we
must bury him immediately. My brother then said that we are going to bury him on Saturday because the rest of the
family is not here.

They then agreed. They then refused that, they said that we must bury him the following week, on Wednesday, they
then said that people in the funeral must not be over 100. My brother argued with them, he told them that we are going
to bury him according to our needs.

He was then buried the following week on Wednesday. They disrupted the funeral. One person came from the township.
He said that the Councillors are waiting for us, they are going to shoot the people who are in the funeral.

The family then went back home. The people left, we left the people behind. When we arrived at home as a family, one
other man came. We heard that Mr Madakana is dead.

These people just shot at him. The people did not go

back to my home to wash hands, everybody was all over the township.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am.

MS KAMA: We as the family, we are waiting for people to come home, the hippo came together with the Councillors'
cars. The police were also there. The car was in front of the hippo. They then shot at us while we were in our yard.

I then woke up in hospital, I do not know what was going on.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Were these Councillors staying in the township?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you know any of them?

MS KAMA: Siphiwo Ngqizani and Soki were the ones who killed Lulama.

MS MAYA: Were they arrested?

MS KAMA: No, they were not arrested. When we went to court, the Magistrate said that the case was dismissed.

MS MAYA: What reason was given for this?

MS KAMA: There was no reason, because at that time, we could not argue with the Magistrate. If the Magistrate told us
that the case was dismissed, we could not do anything. It was the Magistrate who told us that the case was dismissed.



MS MAYA: Do you remember the name of the Magistrate?

MS KAMA: No, I don't remember the name of the Magistrate.

MS MAYA: You said that when you were called in this house, you stayed with this child and he was not dead at the
time?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You did not manage to take him to hospital?

MS KAMA: Yes, we did not manage to take him to hospital,

because it was dark and there was no electricity, there was no ambulance at that time. Because you would hire a car
when somebody was sick.

MS MAYA: You mean that he passed away while you were sitting next to him?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: He was 13 years old?

MS KAMA: Yes, he was 13 years old, he was doing standard 1.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of a political organisation?

MS KAMA: He was very young Ma'am. My brother was the one who belonged to the ANC. My child was still very
young, he did not understand anything.

MS MAYA: In other words he was just a victim who was going home?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: The last question. In your statement you mentioned that Dr Claasen was not allowed in the hospital when
your child, when the post-mortem was conducted?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: We will now deal with Xolani's incident. Who was Xolani?

MS KAMA: Xolani was also my child.

MS MAYA: He was injured in 1992, on the 24th of March?

MS KAMA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Why was he shot by the police?

MS KAMA: At the time there was nothing going on in the township. The riot was in Tubalethu which was under the
Ciskei Government. The Grahamstown police were in Ciskei. When they were coming from that township they came to
the township, the two boys were playing outside.

Xolani went to the toilet, he then said that he heard

a gunshot and when he was coming out of the toilet, the police shot him. The police then dragged him to the street.
When we went out we saw that Xolani was shot together with Mrs Siyona's child. The police did not allow us to come



near to them.

The police who shot Xolani was Constable Beni.

MS MAYA: Were you told why Xolani was shot?

MS KAMA: The police called an ambulance and another police van came. They did not want to take him, they called an
ambulance and they ambulance is not allowed to take a dead body, but they wanted the ambulance to take his body
because they did not want the people to know that there is a dead body.

MS MAYA: Who was saying this?

MS KAMA: The police was talking to the ambulance men to take the dead body together with Xolani. Xolani's body
was full of pellets, even in the back there were pellets. He was bleeding. Even in winter, even today in winter, he is
bleeding.

He was doing standard 8 in 1992, he is still doing standard 8 even today.

MS MAYA: How old was Xolani in 1992?

MS KAMA: He was 18 years old.

MS MAYA: Ma'am, you have told us sad stories. Do you have a request to the Commission?

MS KAMA: I would like to finish off my story. Xolani was admitted in the hospital, we would go and visit him and
Xolani was guarded by the police. He was under a police guard. We wanted to know why, but the police would tell us
that he was just ordered to guard him.

When we went one day to visit him, he was not there,

they then transferred him to the police station hospital. We asked the Doctor why they transferred him to the police
station, they told us that there was a hospital in prison.

MS MAYA: Which hospital was this?

MS KAMA: It was the hospital in Fort Beaufort.

MS MAYA: Do you know that Doctor?

MS KAMA: It was Dr Logna.

MS MAYA: Why was he transferred to the hospital at the police station?

MS KAMA: They said because he was a prisoner.

MS MAYA: Was he accused of anything?

MS KAMA: They said that he stoned a hippo.

MS MAYA: Did he appear in court?

MS KAMA: The Organisation arranged for a Lawyer, they found Mr Tabata, then Mr Tabata said that he must be
released from prison and he will go to court now and then. The case was postponed all the time in 1992. The lawyer did
not go to court and in April, 27th April 1993, the Magistrate said that he is going to charge the Attorney because he does
not attend the court proceedings.



The police from Grahamstown came, there were four police, there were five police. One of them shot Xolani, the other
ones were witnesses. They said that they did not know the police who shot my son. They claimed that the person who
was shot, was a schoolgoing child and I told them that Xolani was not from school at that time, so they said that they did
not know Xolani.

They were then found innocent. It was then said that two people cannot toyi-toyi and riot by themselves. That was the
end of the case.

MS MAYA: Did you try to claim to the Government because of

this?

MS KAMA: No, we did not try to do that.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any Attorney?

MS KAMA: No, we couldn't afford an Attorney.

MS MAYA: Would you like to add something else Ma'am?

MS KAMA: No, there is nothing, but I have a wish. I would like Constable Beni to see what to do because my child is
retarded. He cannot work. I would like him to see what to do about him.

MS MAYA: Is he receiving any medical treatment?

MS KAMA: No, he spent six months in Santa hospital, even today he is not well. I am trying to take him to Doctors.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission Ma'am?

MS KAMA: My request is that the Commission will see what to do for me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Reverend Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: I am asking this question to both of you because the situation is similar. You said that the Councillors
are the ones that were organising these attacks on people. Is there - what is the situation between yourselves and the
Councillors now?

MS SIYONA: Are you asking this question to both of us? There is nothing between us, there is no conflict between the
Councillors and us.

REVD XUNDU: Did they come to you and apologised to you?

MS SIYONA: No, they did not come to us, but it was said that peace will be made between them and the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Is Mr Nohashe still around?

MS SIYONA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Is he still alive?

MS SIYONA: Yes, he is still alive.



CHAIRMAN: We thank both of you. You have come to this Commission to tell us your tragic stories but we can see
that you are strong mothers.

You are heroes. We have noted what you have said to us. I want to inform you that in Adelaide there is a Doctor who
sent a letter to us, he wants to send documents and records to us of the people who were assaulted by the police.

But unfortunately we couldn't meet him, we wanted him to present these documents here in this Grahamstown hearing
but we hope that he is the one you have been referring to.

Thank you, you may go back to your seats.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We are now going to start with today's lists and call Ms Soya, Nomilile Phyllis Tandiwe Soya.

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I would like to swear her in.

NOMILILE PHYLLIS TANDIWE SOYA: (sworn states)

MS CRICHTON: Mr Chairperson I would lead her with questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Before you can do that, Rev Xundu?

REV XUNDU: We are aware that there are two witnesses who have applied to contradict what has been said by some of
the victims and they've come here with their lawyers. We would like to cooperate with them as much as possible. If they
can notify us at a time that is convenient for their cases to be taken so that we take those cases at those specified times.
If those witnesses could report to the secretariat just in front there and indicate the time when they would like appear
before the Commission, we would then arrange to arrange our schedule so that we take them that time or as close to that
time as is possible.

Secondly we would like to request them to make available to us the statements which they are going to be submitting to
the Commission so that it's photocopied and made available to the panel before they appear before us.

There are people who are going to appear in front of this Commission, their names have been named as the perpetrators,
they would like to contradict what was said by the victims. We are aware that there are two people who notified us that
they would like to appear in front of us today. They are here with their legal representatives, we would like to reduce
costs for their legal representatives, we would like them to indicate to our secretary that they are here and to indicate the
time that they would like to appear in front of the Commission so that we can change our schedule in order for them to
appear in the time that they would prefer to appear. We will also like them to submit statements to the members of the
panel to make five copies for the members of the panel so that when they appear before us we would have their
statements. Thank you.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV XUNDU: Mrs Nomilile, you have given us your story in your statement. Can you please briefly give us a picture
or a situation at that time so that when we lead you with questions we have a background. Please continue.

MRS SOYA: Mr Chairperson and the panel of the Commission, as the young man before me has already said that at
that time here in Grahamstown there was a state of emergency. The youth did not attend schools. As a result the parents
were disturbed by this, they tried by all means to persuade children to go back to school. It was then that the peace-



makers were formed because there was a parents' meeting at one of the schools but I don't remember the date.

At that meeting it was concluded that the police have to be asked to take children to school here in Chosa Township and
in other surrounding townships.

REV XUNDU: Who formed the organisation of the peace-makers, was it parents?

MRS SOYA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Did they see the grievances of the students as being reasonable or what?

MRS SOYA: The parents did not see the grievances of the students as reasonable but as I'm looking at the situation they
were not aware, they did not understand what the students wanted because myself, at the time I was not aware of what
was going on. We did not think that they would not want to attend school at that time.

REV XUNDU: You saw that the police were peace-makers?

MRS SOYA: Yes at that meeting we decided that we are going to ask the peace-makers to persuade the children to go
back to school. The went to the police, the parents decided to ask peace-makers, not the police because the police the
police might shoot the children.

REV XUNDU: There was then a meeting with the peace-makers and the students, the peace-makers advising the
students to go back to school?

MRS SOYA: No it was not such an organisation, it was an organisation of parents in the township, they did not consult
with the students.

REV XUNDU: You mean they did not consult the students altogether because the students have their organisation?

MRS SOYA: The peace-makers also tried to make peace.

REV XUNDU: Did the executive of the peace-makers and the Students Executive Committee consult with each other?

MRS SOYA: According to my knowledge I did not hear it like that. I did not know whether there was cooperation
between the two. But they just wanted to persuade the students to go back to school.

REV XUNDU: Mr Soya, did he have a position in the peace-makers?

MRS SOYA: No he was just a member because at home I asked him because he would be visited by peace-makers
members. I would ask him whether he was a member, he would deny it but I found out later that he was a member of
peace-makers.

REV XUNDU: In your statement you said that on the 14th of May 1980 the police together with the peace-makers, they
wanted these children to go from their schools, the peace-makers chased the scholars from their schools, they were
chased by the police and the peace-makers. But this is contradictory because you are saying that you wanted, the peace-
makers wanted the children to go back to school. What was exactly happening?

MRS SOYA: There were many police in the township and they were not there in Chosa, the police did not - the peace-
makers came then trying to chase these children to school. The children were from the Andrew Moyaka School. When
the police arrived in that process they beat children up. It was just confusion.

REV XUNDU: The people who testified here before they said that the police were disturbing everything, they were not
making peace, what is your view about that?

MRS SOYA: The peace-makers were parents, they wanted their children to go back to school. The police came, they
disrupted all this, they assaulted the children and the children tried to fight back and the peace-makers ran away. REV



XUNDU: The police wanted to use the peace-makers to oppress the children?

MRS SOYA: Yes it is so.

REV XUNDU: This created a conflict because the children saw the peacemakers as collaborating with the police?

MRS SOYA: Yes because I was on the children's side. I thought that this was a mistake.

REV XUNDU: Mr Soya then got injured at that time. The children hit him with pangas and he died.

MRS SOYA: Yes they were chasing them, the children ran away but at some point they came back and they fought
back. Some parents ran away but I think my husband couldn't run away, but as a result of that they found him.

REV XUNDU: Did he instantly or did he die in hospital?

MRS SOYA: He died instantly.

REV XUNDU: Was there a charge laid?

MRS SOYA: I went to an attorney, Mr Chubb, for advice, I did not know what to do. I was just there for legal advice
because I wanted to know what to do. He told me, but firstly I went to Mr Dullar, Mr Dullar referred me to another
attorney because he said that the parents of these children were his clients. He showed me their photos, he showed me
photos of parents who were beaten up by these children, he told me that he cannot take my case, he will refer me to
another attorney. He showed me another attorney's office in the next street, and he told me to choose one lawyer. I then
chose Mr Chubb. Mr Chubb said that this was a State case, he cannot accept my case.

REV XUNDU: What then happened, were they sentenced?

MRS SOYA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Who witnessed all this?

MRS SOYA: There were witnesses who were with my late husband and I met them in court. I did not know who
informed and how were they informed.

REV XUNDU: What was happening to these children, were they protecting their rights or were they just criminals?

MRS SOYA: These children were fighting for their rights. REV XUNDU: Many people, as you were listening
yesterday if you were here, there was this conflict between the police and the people, when a house was burnt the police
wouldn't go to that house to observe but in this case they took part because they were working together with the peace-
makers.

MRS SOYA: Yes now it is clear although it was not clear to me before. I just saw that there were many witnesses and
even those witnesses some of them I didn't know them before, I just saw them in court.

REV XUNDU: In the court of law you were compensated in that these children were sentenced, eight out of nine were
sentenced, the government sentenced these people but you have a request that you want an investigation and to find out
if justice prevailed in court. Weren't you satisfied because these children were sentenced in court?

MRS SOYA: My request was on one child because at the time of this court case it was claimed that there was one stone
which killed my husband and the person who did this was this one child who was not sentenced.

REV XUNDU: So in other words you want this child - you say that he was mentally disturbed at the time?

MRS SOYA: There was an attorney from Port Elizabeth, I am not sure whether it was Strydom, he said that all the eight
children said that it was this ninth child who killed but I was not in court at that time because when the proceedings



continued the lawyers advised me to go out. It was then said that all the eight children claimed that this stone was
thrown by the ninth child who was mentally disturbed at that time.

REV XUNDU: Would you find something else in someone who is mentally disturbed?

MRS SOYA: No at the time I was not sure if he was the one who was mentally disturbed and I'm not sure even today.

REV XUNDU: In other words what would you like us to recommend to the President?

MRS SOYA: I can't say anything, the President will see what to do for me.

REV XUNDU: Is there peace between yourself and the parents of these children, or is there conflict between you?

MRS SOYA: There was no peace then on their side, on my side I didn't have a grudge against them, I forgave them,
even today.

REV XUNDU: So between yourself and the parents of these children there is no conflict?

MRS SOYA: No.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson I will hand over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Soya I am interested about the peace-makers, to hear from you, were you a member, did you ever
attend a peace-maker meeting?

MRS SOYA: I was not a member and I never went to any of their meetings.

MS CRICHTON: Well one of the witnesses came from another organisation that - the reason why I'm asking you that
question was to find out whether there were ever any other members of the community who were involved in the peace-
makers other than parents. It seems to me that when an organisation like that is formed the wider community is also
informed, the children were all over the area, they needed perhaps a wider representation, that's just a comment from
me. But together with that I would also say that it seems so sad and so senseless that your husband died, because
according to research that has come through we find that the children of Moyaka school were intending to go back to
school the following week. So it seems so very sad that the wider community was not involved in the peace-makers, and
that the police used them in the manner that they did.

The only other thing I wanted to ask you was whether you were advised at all to institute a civil claim regarding the
death of your husband?

MRS SOYA: I tried to ask that attorney if it was necessary for me to institute a claim and the attorney I consulted said
to me that these are children, they are unemployed and the point of instituting a claim is in order to get something from
someone who has, albeit it somebody that works or somebody that owns property or something. I accepted that because
if he said that these children wouldn't have anything to pay then I accepted it as such.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Soya.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Soya I understand that this is a very painful story to relate and that you could become very
emotional, but what I would like to know is whether these peace-makers were employed or whether they were
volunteers?

MRS SOYA: From what I know they were volunteers they were not paid.

CHAIRPERSON: So your husband died and you did not receive any kind of compensation?



MRS SOYA: No there was no compensation.

CHAIRPERSON: These children who were found guilty do you know what their jail sentences were?

MRS SOYA: They received different sentences. I am not sure whether it was determined according to their age or
according to the role which they played, some of them were given suspended sentences and others were given jail prison
terms. I cannot remember how many years they were sentenced to.

CHAIRPERSON: Is there anyone you know who is still alive who was a member of the peace-makers that could
perhaps elaborate to us as the Commission about their role? As you say they were notorious for cooperating with the
police but we would like to know how they started this organisation. Do you know of anyone that could come and give
us that information?

MRS SOYA: I do not have any information about them. They used to hide these things from us.

CHAIRPERSON: So they were a secret organisation?

MRS SOYA: Well evidently they were because we didn't know much about them, because as I said even with my
husband I would want to know about people who would come and see him and if I asked him if he had anything to do
with these peace-makers he would deny that.

CHAIRPERSON: Because even the name is something that indicates good intentions, I mean peace-makers and yet not
much is known about them. We are going to ask our investigating team to try and find out more about these peace-
makers.

Mamma Soya, we thank you for having come before this Commission to tell your story. It also assists us in obtaining a
complete picture of incidents which took place here in Grahamstown. It is possible that without your input we would
have - there would have been some incomplete spaces in our story and as Mrs June Crichton said we would like to
extend our sympathy to you with regards to the death of your husband. We are going to attempt to investigate. I do not
know if we are going to ever be able to do what you asked us to do here, that being that we trace the ninth child and find
out why you never received any compensation for the death of your husband. We thank you for having come here.

We are going to take a short recess, a 15 minute recess. We will come back here after 15 minutes.

HEARING ADJOURNS
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CHAIRPERSON: Topsy Novakele Tembani.

TOPSY NOVAKELE TEMBANI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. You may be seated.

CHAIRPERSON: Over to you, June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Good afternoon Mrs Tembani, can you hear me?

MRS TEMBANI: I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: We are going to talk, this afternoon, about Hermans "Pele" Zonwabele and he is your grandchild. Is
that correct?

MRS TEMBANI: That is correct.

MS CRICHTON: I also have on my programme here two other names, Fetze Nomarwayi and Mzimkulu Mkele. Were
you going to speak about them as well?

MRS TEMBANI: No, but if you, if you, if any questions were put to about them I would have been able to say.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Tembani, we do not have any information about them on the statement so we will not be
speaking about them then. Thank you. Right, now we can start then. As I said previously, you are grandmother to
Hermans "Pele" and you are here to tell us about his death in 1986. He was a member of the Alexandria Youth
Congress. What age was at that time?

MRS TEMBANI: I have forgotten. His documents are at home.

MS CRICHTON: Was he at school?

MRS TEMBANI: No, he had stopped school, he was a young man. MS CRICHTON: Can you tell us what happened on
that day when he died, in your words?

MRS TEMBANI: There was shooting in the township area. I was inside the house while the shooting was taking place
and it was difficult for me to come out of the house because I was in the house alone. After a while I went to peep out of
the window and I saw an ambulance pass the house. By this time all was quiet and I heard the following day when I was
told by a young guy by the name of Joey, when I asked him if he had not seen "Pele" the previous day. He told me that
"Pele" was on ice and I was shocked.



CHAIRPERSON: Is it possible for you to speak a bit louder, please, we cannot hear you very well.

MRS TEMBANI: There was shooting that evening and I was afraid to come out of the house because I was alone at
home. After a while I saw an ambulance pass and I sat and waited until the morning, but I waited in vain. The following
day a guy by the name of Joey came and I asked him where "Pele" was and he said to me "Pele" is on ice, he was shot
dead by these defence force police last night.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Tembani, can you tell me who this Joey was? Was he a friend of "Pele's"?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes, he was a friend. He was "Pele's" uncles son, a cousin.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, will you continue and tell us what happened at the post mortem.

MS CRICHTON: They were all walking together and then they parted ways when they encountered the police. These
police grabbed Joey and said that he should stay there and they followed "Pele". When they got to the corner they found
"Pele" and shot him.

MS CRICHTON: Did Joey tell you who it was who had shot your grandson?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes, he did. He said it was Mbuta.

MS CRICHTON: Is that the only name that he gave to you?

MRS TEMBANI: No, it was Mbutana. I wrote all these names down, but, because I was worried that I would forget
them. MS CRICHTON: Alright, take your time. We will wait for you. Mrs Tembani, may I read these names out that
you have written down?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes, you may go ahead.

MS CRICHTON: You have written here Mbutana Thembikos, Mzwandile Mthathi, Melekile Ncipa and ...

MRS TEMBANI: It is Ncipa.

MS CRICHTON: Ncipa?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes, it is Ncipa.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. You are saying then that there was no court case?

MRS TEMBANI: There was a court case, but nothing came of it.

MS CRICHTON: Did you have an attorney?

MRS TEMBANI: No, there was no legal representative. I do not think there was one. No, there was not one.

MS CRICHTON: Was there any problem at the funeral?

MRS TEMBANI: We buried them ourselves. There was no problem, we buried them.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Tembani, you have been caring for or had been caring for this young man. Where were his
parents?

MRS TEMBANI: They were there, but they were unemployed. They are no longer there. He has no father, his mother
cared for him.

MS CRICHTON: And his mother, where is she now?



MRS TEMBANI: She has since gone to look for work. She does not work there.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Tembani, the last question for you now. You have come to the Commission, you have made the
statement to the Commission, what were you expecting the Commission to do for you?

MRS TEMBANI: This Commission can help me in various ways, because he use to help me in lots of ways. The two of
us lived there together, there were two small children. So the Commission can help me, because even my yard needs
attention.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Tembani, is there anything other than that that you wish to say to us?

MRS TEMBANI: I need help, that I be helped in some way.

MS CRICHTON: Are you not well, Mrs Tembani?

MRS TEMBANI: I have chest ailments. I suffer respiratory problems from time to time.

MS CRICHTON: Is your testimony, therefore, complete now?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Tembani. I will hand you back to the Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Tembani, in your statement you say you do not think that after he, this child died there was an
inquest held. Was there one held or not? Was anyone charged with the death of this child or not?

MRS TEMBANI: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you receive any compensation for his death?

MRS TEMBANI: No, we did not receive anything.

CHAIRPERSON: Secondly, while you were giving your testimony before this Commission, even though you did not
mention it in your statement, you say that you did not have a legal representative.

MRS TEMBANI: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Why did you not have a legal representative?

MRS TEMBANI: I was very confused because when I enquired about this I did not understand what was happening.

CHAIRPERSON: The organisation of which this child was a member, did it not advise you as to what you could do,
what your rights were since this child was killed in this fashion?

MRS TEMBANI: No, I did not go.

CHAIRPERSON: Didn't anything happen?

MRS TEMBANI: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Are you the head of the home?

MRS TEMBANI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Is your husband still alive?



MRS TEMBANI: No, he is deceased. It was just this child and I and I am responsible for the home now.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Mama, this is a very moving story and we have the deepest sympathy for you,
because a lot of people your age do not understand the finer details of these processes as, and do not understand why
your children had to die like animals and nothing was done to the perpetrators. We trust that we, as a Commission,
because we are here because of that, will try, by all means, to follow up on this matter and if there is anything which we
can do, we will endeavour to do it and if we cannot, we will have tried. We know that elderly people, like yourself, will
not know the intricacies of these problems, of these processes especially since you are the head of the house, you no
longer have a husband. We extend our deepest sympathy towards you. Thank you very much.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Ethel Nomalungelo Timba.

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to swear in the witness. Ethel Nomalungelo Timba, please stand up.

ETHEL NOMALUNGELO TIMBA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. I will lead you with questions. I want to clarify this matter, Ethel. You said in 1984 you
were a member of ANC. The ANC was banned at that time. In which organisation were you a member? Was it UDF?
Were you an underground member of an ANC?

MRS TIMBA: I was a member of ANC.

REV XUNDU: ANC was banned at that time. Were you a member of UDF? Maybe you were working underground.
Please tell us your story briefly, because it is late now. The Chairperson just told me that he wants coffee.

MRS TIMBA: I am here today to give testimony about the funeral of one of the Tyuku family members, because I was
one of the members who attended the funeral. We were attending Madodana Tyuku's funeral in Port Alfred. The police
were there when we were going to the graveyard observing and trying to maintain peace. When we came back from the
graveyards, when we were going to, when we were about to reach the corner we met the police. They then started
shooting at us. We did not ask anything, we ran away. We managed to run to houses nearby, we went to hide under the
beds.

REV XUNDU: Was this a victim's funeral?

MRS TIMBA: Yes, it was the one just described by Mr Gqolodashe.

REV XUNDU: After you were, you hide under the bed were you arrested?

MRS TIMBA: One person came saying that we must come out, because Mr Mkwinti phoned the Magistrate to come
and see the damage done by the police. When we went out the tent was on fire. We saw Mr Griffiths who was our
Magistrate at the time. We were taken by cars and the vans. They took us to the doctor, Dr Dempers, in town.

REV XUNDU: You were then taken from the doctor to prison?

MRS TIMBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What were you charged of?

MRS TIMBA: I was sentenced for five years in which two years were suspended.



REV XUNDU: Where were you?

MRS TIMBA: I was here in Grahamstown. I stayed, I was detained here for three months. I then was transferred to East
London. We applied for an appeal.

REV XUNDU: You were in a group who stayed for five months in prison and then released on an appeal?

MRS TIMBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: After that what was your state of health?

MRS TIMBA: After I was released I was not well, because even today I am under treatment every month. I have to
attend a treatment to the doctor.

REV XUNDU: Are you working now?

MRS TIMBA: Yes, I am.

REV XUNDU: Where are you working?

MRS TIMBA: I am working in the hospital in Port Alfred. Even at work, sometimes I have to sit down, because I have
a heart problem. I cannot stand for a long time.

REV XUNDU: Mam, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

MRS TIMBA: Mr Chairperson, when I was arrested I had a baby of three weeks. I have got nothing to ask from the
Commission on his behalf, because when I came back from prison my child was six months old. There was no
connection between the two of us. I do not have a husband, I have children and I am not well in my health. The
Commission will see what to do for me in order to help me and to support me.

REV XUNDU: You would like the Commission to help you with the medical treatment?

MRS TIMBA: Yes. What happened is that I took a medical aid and my child is also receiving treatment from doctors,
because when I came back from prison, the child was not well. Every month I have to go for a treatment. This costs me
a lot. The doctor told me to have pills every day. I do make a mistake sometimes not to take pills, but I would be told to
go home to have my pills, because they are supporting me.

REV XUNDU: Is there anything else you want to add?

MRS TIMBA: No, there is nothing I want to add.

REV XUNDU: I will hand over to you, Mr Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: The children you mentioned, how old are they?

MRS TIMBA: One of them is 17 years old, the other one is 11 years old.

ADV SANDI: Are they at school?

MRS TIMBA: Yes, they are both at school.

ADV SANDI: In which standards are they?

MRS TIMBA: The other one is doing standard five, the youngest is doing standard three.



ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mam.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Ethel Timba, we thank you. If, my colleagues have notified me that your story is similar to Mr
Gqolodashe's story, we would have combined you, because you are talking about the same incident. You were arrested
on the same day, sentenced on the same time, you were released on an appeal. We thank you for coming here with your
story. As a mother you were in a struggle. We have noted your request. We will combine them with those that have been
brought to us before and we will hand them over to the authorities so that they can see what to do. For now, we can say
thank you.

------------------------------



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 07 APRIL 1997

NAME: TEMBINKOSI TOM

CASE: EC0045/96 GRAHAMSTOWN

DAY 1

_______________________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: I was explaining to those who do not understand Xhosa that our proceedings here in Grahamstown
will be conducted in Xhosa. We apologise for starting late. Our hearing was supposed to start at 09H15. We were
supposed to be having witnesses for the day, but because of the weather we found out that many people who made their
statements to the Commission are not here today. We will start with those who are here, and we will go back to those
who are not here. We hope they will be on their way.

We want to give respect to people who made their statements to this Commission. We would like you to stand up when
they are coming in. We would like everybody to stand up to give respect to those who are going to testify. Thank you.
We will ask the Reverend to open this cession with a prayer.

THE HEARING IS OPENED WITH A PRAYER AND HYMN

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Minister for opening this hearing with a prayer in Grahamstown. We thank what we
heard in your scripture hearing as you mentioned that the truth is to be revealed to everybody, and I think our meeting
here in Grahamstown, we are here to listen to what people are going to say to us, things that happened in the past, today
we are going to hear them in front of everyone. Thank you Sir.

We greet you all here in Grahamstown. We apologise because it's cold today, but people from Grahamstown are used to
this weather. In the past two weeks we were in Pondoland, in Lusikisiki. They told us there that we brought rain because
when we arrived in Lusikisiki there was no rain but when we were there it rained. People couldn't attend our hearings
because of that. We were happy because we brought rain to Pondoland. Here in Grahamstown we brought cold.

We thank everyone who came here despite the weather to listen to what is going to be revealed. I don't think you came
here just to listen but you are here to help us to give respect to the people who are going to testify to this Commission. I
think that your presence here shows clearly that you are united with the victims, that you are supporting them in their
pain that they experienced in the past. They were fighting for everybody in this country, South Africa. We thank you for
coming here. We will now start with our proceedings for the day.

We, as the Commission, we are disturbed when we see the victims. They are opening their arms and their hearts to their
perpetrators, and the perpetrators and those who benefitted in the apartheid system they are not like the victims, they are
not opening their hearts to the victims. In our hearings, as we are coming to the end, we started in April last year, from
town-to-town we were very disturbed to see that those who are interested in the proceedings are the victims and the
people who suffered due to the apartheid system. Today we can see that there are people from the White community,
they are here today and we thank them, and this shows that here in Grahamstown it is different from other towns. We
thank them for being here with us. This shows that here in Grahamstown reconciliation is possible.

We welcome you all, especially the Bishop here in Grahamstown, one of the heroes who fought for this country, who



fought for the human rights. We remember in Dimbaza where he was from the privileged community and he went to
stay in Dimbaza with the people who were suffering, he became one of them. We want to acknowledge as we are here
in Grahamstown as a symbolic gesture for being here in this hearing today.

I am not going to mention everybody here but we welcome you all with our open hearts.

Our hearing in these three days we will be dealing with human rights violations here in Grahamstown and other regions.
I will hand over to Tiny Maya to introduce witnesses for the day.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The Honourable Commissioner this morning I introduce people who made
statements to this human rights Commission. I will read these people according to the list if they were all here but we
found out that not everybody is here, but we will read them according to our programme.

Today we have 24 people who are going to testify. We are going to deal with five regions, Grahamstown, Alicedale,
Bedford, Adelaide and Cookhouse. I will read out the witnesses name and the victim and the violation and the year of
this violation and the area of the incident.

We have Chris Mbekela talking about himself, attempted murder in 1985 here in Grahamstown.

Koliwe Christina Tonyela, speaking about Mr Tonyela, murder in 1985 in Grahamstown.

Tembinkosi Tom, about himself, attempted murder, 1986, Grahamstown.

Joni Tsili, talking about Diniwe Violet Tsili who was murdered in 1980 in Grahamstown.

Jacob Mbuyiselo Nombiba, talking about Boyboy Nombiba who was murdered in Grahamstown in 1980.

Edith Vangile Mpande, talking about Makwenkwe Madalane Mpande who was murdered in 1978 in Grahamstown.

Novintwembi Grace Gqamfane, talking about Zenzile Patrick Gqamfane who was murdered in 1986 in Alicedale.

Mcebisi Manjati, about himself, torture in 1986, in Alicedale.

Mandlakayise "Matu" Mphithi, talking about himself who was tortured in 1985 in Bedford.

Ntsikelelo Edward Mentoor, talking about himself, he was tortured in 1986 in Bedford.

Nodamile Gertrude Bakauli talking about herself, tortured in 1986 in Bedford.

Kayeni Derrick "Metro" Bambiso talking about himself, he was tortured in 1986 in Bedford.

Zukile Hobson Qhalaga, talking about Simon Gxawula, who was murdered in 1989 in Bedford.

Nondithini Irene Nosakele Kiva, talking about Andile Witbooi Ndyebi who was murdered in 1985 in Adelaide.

Zimasile Joseph Bota, will be talking about himself who was tortured in 1986 in Adelaide.

Ntombizodwa Cynthia Mketshane, talking about Mtutuzeli Stewart Nziweni who was murdered in 1986 in Adelaide.

Zoleka Winnie Mbenenge, talking about Tembekile Eric Mbenenge who was murdered in 1986 in Adelaide.

Nomhle Cynthia Sabani, talking about Dumezweni Sabani who was murdered in 1986 in Adelaide.

Kuku Gladys May, talking about Simphiwe Huntjie May who was murdered in 1989 in Adelaide.

Edward Gugwana Menzi, talking about Nomakhaya Mina Menzi who was murdered in 1986 in Cookhouse.



Wele Samuel Kakana, talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in 1985 in Cookhouse.

Zanyiwe Angelina Nosisi Kakana, talking about Mabhuti Kakana who was murdered in 1986 in Cookhouse.

Nokuzola Lena "Nonhi" Kakana, talking about the Kakana family, who were severely ill-treated, banishment 1986 in
Cookhouse.

Buti John Kakana, talking about himself for severe ill-treatment, 1986, Cookhouse; Kakana Family, severe ill-treatment.
Zolani Meko Kakana, Batayi Kakana, Weweyi Kakana, they were severely ill-treated, Batayi and Weweyi were
murdered in 1986 in Cookhouse. Mbulelo Kakana, murder.

Vuyani Richard Bete talking about himself, and about Mbuyiselo Khadi and Anele Bete, he was severely ill-treated,
Mbuyiselo Khadi was murdered and Anele Bete was also murdered in 1984 in Grahamstown.

Mr Chairperson Chris Mbekela, Koliwe Christina Tonyela, who were going to be our first witnesses unfortunately they
are not here today. Chris Mbekela requested to be given time to testify tomorrow. Miss Tonyela also cannot be here
today. Except for these, all other witnesses will testify. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Maya. We would like to give respect to those who passed away before we start with
our proceedings. There are people here who were murdered in Grahamstown in Bedford, Adelaide, Cookhouse and we
would like everybody to stand up to give respect to these people as we are going to read out their names.

NAMES OF DECEASED READ OUT

In our panel today we have Reverend Mcebisi Xundu. He from Port Elizabeth Anglican Church. He is a member of the
Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee. This Committee is responsible for making sure that victims are being
attended to giving advice to President. Next to him we have Mrs June Crichton. She was a member of Black Sash, she is
still a member of Black Sash, I think. She is in Port Elizabeth. She is a member of the Human Rights Committee. Next
to me we have Ms Tiny Maya. She is an attorney from Umtata. She was a secretary of BLA, an organisation for
lawyers, she is also a member of the Human Rights Violation Committee. Next to her we have a young man from
Grahamstown, Ntsiki Sandi. He was the one organising this hearing here in Grahamstown because he was born here in
Grahamstown. He was busy preparing this hearing. He's a lawyer. He worked with the Human Rights Committee in
King Williamstown. He's also a member of the Human Rights Violation Committee. I am Bongani Finca. I am a
member of the Human Rights Violation Committee. Archbishop Desmond Tutu sent us a message here in
Grahamstown. He greets everyone here because he's too busy with other works for the Commission he is unable to
come here together with Alex Boraine. Thank you. We will now call our first witness. We will call Tembinkosi Tom.

Mr Tembinkosi Tom we welcome you today to this Commission as our first witness here in Grahamstown. We would
like you to take an oath. Reverend Xundu will help you do that.

TEMBINKOSI TOM: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MR SANDI: I would like to greet you Mr Tom this morning. Let us start this way. When you were giving us your
statement you said that you are residing here in Grahamstown?

MR TOM: Yes.

MR SANDI: You always stayed here in Grahamstown?

MR TOM: Yes.

MR SANDI: You made a request to appear in front of the Commission to tell us about what happened to you in 1986 is
that correct.



MR TOM: Yes that is correct.

MR SANDI: Before you tell us what happened to you in 1986 can you please briefly give us, or tell us about what was
the situation, what was happening here in Grahamstown in 1986?

MR TOM: In 1986 in Grahamstown the police came to my house, they were known as the Special Police. They came to
my house which was about quarter to nine. They kicked the door. We were all - our family was in the house at that time.
When my mother went to the door they kicked the door and together with her, Toto Mankayi together with his
colleagues came in. One of them was Tobile Nobebe. They came to me and they beat me. My mother tried to defend
me. They said they are going to shoot me. They pointed a gun at my mother. They took me outside because my mother
couldn't defend me. They didn't say what they were beating me for. They took me outside, the assaulted me saying that
they are going to shoot me and they are going to kill me.

Toto Mankayi said that he wanted to kill ten people. They were assaulting me all this time. I managed to escape and I
ran away to another street, End Street and I went to one house, no.4 in End Street. At that time I saw that I was severely
beaten up and I hid under a bed. While I was still under a bed Tobile Nobebe came in. He pulled me out because he
asked from one little child where I was, and the child told him that I was under a bed. He pulled me out. He took out a
gun and he shot me while I was lying down. He dragged me into the street and he left me there.

When he was going to shoot me for the second time children from that house they cried and they begged him not to kill
me. He left chasing these children together with his colleagues.

MR SANDI: Did you receive medical treatment in hospital?

MR TOM: Yes. Nomangesi came to that street. He took me to the Settlers Hospital. In Settlers Hospital they transferred
me to Port Elizabeth. From Port Elizabeth they transferred me to Cape Town to Conradie Hospital.

MR SANDI: I can see that you are in a wheelchair, were you injured on that day?

MR TOM: Yes I was shot on that day.

MR SANDI: The people who assaulted you and shot you, who were with Tobile Nobebe and Toto Mankayi, were they
arrested or did they appear in a court of law?

MR TOM: My sister hired a lawyer, Bonisile Sandi.

MR SANDI: What happened to that case?

MR TOM: They went to testify in court but I was not there. I heard that the case was dropped, Sandi told me, because I
received certain money.

MR SANDI: Did you receive money due to your injuries?

MR TOM: Can you please repeat?

MR SANDI: Were you paid by the government or by the Minister of Police as you were injured by the police?

MR TOM: I was paid. I went to the lawyer and the lawyer received that money.

MR SANDI: Do you have a problem in mentioning how much were you paid? How much were you paid due to your
injuries?

MR TOM: I received R180 000 and I paid my lawyer.

MR SANDI: Do you receive medical treatment now?



MR TOM: Yes.

MR SANDI: What kind of treaatment do you get?

MR TOM: I had bed sores, I'm still seeing a doctor in Settlers.

MR SANDI: When you were giving your statement you had a request to the Commission to forward this request to the
President, together with his team, do you remember what your request was? Do you receive a pension?

MR TOM: Yes I do.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request to the Commission as you have just explained your painful story to us?

MR TOM: This question confuses me.

MR SANDI: What is your request to the Commission Mr Tom, if you have one?

MR TOM: The money I received was not enough. I paid out lawyers and I paid for my wellbeing.

MR SANDI: Is that all you want to say Mr Tom? Do you want to add something?

MR TOM: No.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Tom. Maybe you will be asked questions. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sandi. June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Good morning Mr Tom, can you hear me?

MR TOM: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: I just have a couple of questions for you. The police that broke into your house on that day, were they
amaChaka, were they Municipal Police?

MR TOM: Yes they were Municipal Police.

MS CRICHTON: And did I hear you correctly when you said that Mankayi said that he wanted to kill ten people that
day?

MR TOM: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Were you involved in a political organisation yourself, you were about 26 years old I think, were you
involved in Greco(?)?

MR TOM: No I was at home at the time.

MS CRICHTON: So you were not a student?

MR TOM: No.

MS CRICHTON: And as far as the payment to you was concerned was that payment made with your agreement, was
the amount discussed with you?

MR TOM: No it was not discussed with me.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Tom.



CHAIRPERSON: Rev Xundu?

REV XUNDU: Sir I would like to ask you whether there are people who are dependant - do you have any dependants?

MR TOM: I am staying with my family, I don't have any children.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Tom according to your view what made these people, what drove them to come to you and to
shoot you and left you injured, what was the reason for that?

MR TOM: I don't know Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any political conflicts in the area at that time?

MR TOM: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you involved?

MR TOM: No I was not involved.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you in a political organisation?

MR TOM: No I was not a member of any political organisation.

CHAIRPERSON: When the case was in court what reason did they give for shooting you?

MR TOM: I did not go to court, my lawyer went there to represent me.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Tembinkosi Tom we thank you for appearing in front of the Commission. I think that it is not
only your testimony that affects us but the way you are, your situation, it affects us because now you are in a
wheelchair, you cannot do anything for yourself. You cannot support your family because of the two men who came to
your house.

We thank you for coming in front of the Commission because maybe these people want to deny what you have because
said. They might say that all the testimonies are lies, but I think if they can come here and see you they will know that
these things happened and they injured people, they murdered people.

We heard your request and we will try to forward your request to the President of this country. We promise that we will
look into your request, but I want people to know that by appearing in front of the Commission they must not feel
ashamed for their involvement in the struggle for liberation. We are not a court of law because I know people used to
deny everything in a court of law. They would deny being involved in the struggle even if they were found with books
of our liberation, they would deny everything because it was a disgrace at that time. You told us that you were not
involved in politics and I want to tell you that it was not a a to be involved in politics. What we are looking at in this
Commission is the cases of people who were injured due to political conflicts. I don't want you to change your
testimony, but I want to clarify that people are used to denying their involvement in political v. Our main aim in this
Commission is to find the truth, the whole truth. We are not looking at the trial cases.

Thank you Mr Tom you may step down.

 

-------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Are you Joni Tsili?

MR TSILI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Where is Jacob Nombiba? Who are you Ma'am?

MR TSILI: She is my daughter, she was present at the time when her mother was injured.

CHAIRPERSON: Is she going to testify?

MR TSILI: Yes because she was there.

CHAIRPERSON: What is her name?

MR TSILI: Her name is Nomangesi Tsili.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you and we would ask Rev Xundu to help you take an oath. I will start with you Mr
Joni Tsili, please stand up.

JONI TSILI: (sworn states)

NOMANGESI TSILI: (sworn states)

JACOB MBUYISELO NOMBIBA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Reverend Xundu to lead them questions on behalf of the Commission.

REV XUNDU: I don't know whether Nomangesi is going to start and tell us about the situation in Grahamstown so that
we can have a clear picture of what was happening in Grahamstown. Please Nomangesi tell us briefly, give us a clear
picture of what was happening in Grahamstown.

MISS TSILI: At the time there were school boycotts. There are schools in our streets, Andrew Moyake and
Natalenyawusa High School. On this particular day all the people came from Josa to join the boycott. Students would
not wear their uniforms, it was about nine or ten on that day. We were going to the shop, I was going to the shop
together with my mother, we watched students as they were toyi-toying, singing around the school. We were passing a
crowd. My mother was disturbed by this because her son was a comrade and he was a member of this crowd.

REV XUNDU: Were you a student?

MISS TSILI: Yes I was doing standard one at the time, I was 10 years old.



REV XUNDU: Your mother was she a member of a political organisation?

MISS TSILI: No.

REV XUNDU: In other words she was coming from the shop?

MISS TSILI: We were on our way to the shop at that time.

REV XUNDU: What is important is at that time people were struggling, they did not want to accept that policy of the
government at that time.

MISS TSILI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Your mother was just passing by?

MISS TSILI: Yes we were just going to the shop.

REV XUNDU: According to your view was it an incident that your mother got shot?

MISS TSILI: When we came back from the shop we saw police vans. We decided to go home. The police came out of
their vans, together with dogs, some of them went inside the school beating the students. There were residents outside
who were watching this. Students couldn't go out because the gates were locked, we ran away because everybody was
being beaten up.

REV XUNDU: You said that police were beating Black people?

MISS TSILI: Yes they were beating people all over in the street.

REV XUNDU: There was no law governing at that time.

MISS TSILI: We went in the first yard but the owner of that house chased us away. We went to another yard but the
gate was locked, we couldn't open it. My mother tried to let me in that yard but she couldn't go in. There was a small
hole. It was the last time I saw her. I came in that house, there were many students, some were injured.

REV XUNDU: According to your view your mother got shot at that time?

MISS TSILI: At about five minutes when I was inside that house I heard from those who came in that house saying that
my mother was shot outside.

REV XUNDU: In your statement you mentioned that the police who shot your mother was Tungata, did you see him or
did you hear this?

MISS TSILI: I heard this from people. My father used to go to court, because I was still young I couldn't understand
what was going on.

REV XUNDU: The name of Tungata was mentioned in court?

MISS TSILI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Did he agree? Did he agree that he was the one who shot your wife?

MR TSILI: Yes he did.

REV XUNDU: After the court case were you compensated by the government due to this?

MR TSILI: No we were not compensated but they told me that my lawyer was defeated by the State's attorney. I was



supposed to pay 800, I asked them what for. They told me that my lawyer was defeated by the State attorney. I told
them I'm not going to pay the money. They said that I must not say that I am not going to pay the money, but I must say
I don't have it. I told them that I'm not going to pay the money. If you want to shoot me, shoot me so that I can join my
wife. They told me I have to pay the 800

REV XUNDU: Who told you this?

MR TSILI: The police in the police station told me. The police station in New City.

REV XUNDU: Do you know the name of the policeman who told you this?

MR TSILI: No I don't know his name. I told them I'm not going to pay the 800.

REV XUNDU: You buried your wife?

MR TSILI: Yes, but the police were all over. They were in my house. They wanted to shoot the people who attended the
funeral. I went to the police telling them they must leave my house.

REV XUNDU: You mean that this funeral was not dignified?

MR TSILI: Yes they told me to bury my wife on a Wednesday. I told them that I'm not going to do that because my
family was all over, some of them were in Port Elizabeth, but we managed to bury my wife on Saturday.

REV XUNDU: Was she working?

MR TSILI: No, she was not working, she was selling veg in the township.

REV XUNDU: But she was supporting the family by selling veg?

MR TSILI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR TSILI: I don't know what to say but the Commission will see what to do for me because my child was only 10 years
old at that time. Others at least were grown up, but I tried to educate them.

REV XUNDU: Listen Sir you will have to tell us what you would like the Commission to do. Just tell us your request so
that we can see what we can do so that we can forward your request to the President.

MR TSILI: My wife was supporting me, we were not suffering at that time, now I am alone and I cannot support my
family.

REV XUNDU: Do you receive a pension?

MR TSILI: Yes I do.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REV XUNDU: Before my colleagues ask questions, let me continue with Mr Nombiba, what is your clan name Sir?

MR NOMBIBA: I am Dhlamini.

REV XUNDU: Mr Zizi can you please give us a picture of what happened when Boyboy was shot?

MR NOMBIBA: It was in 1980 when this incident happened. It was a funeral that day, Mrs Tsili's funeral. It was on
Saturday in 1980. People went to the funeral and these boys after the funeral went home, and thereafter late afternoon
that day the hippo were all over the township. I sent my boy to the shop at that time to go and buy paraffin. After a
while he did not come back. I heard seven shots being fired. I was not happy, I was restless because my boy was not
coming back. I went out looking for him. While I was still doing that I saw one boy coming in asking where Boyboy
was staying. I said he was staying here. He told me that he was shot on the corner of Q Street. We went there together
with my wife. We found him lying down. He was not dead at that time. We tried to find a vehicle to take him to the
hospital. We managed to get a car.

REV XUNDU: Was Boyboy a student at the time?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Was he in a political organisation?

MR NOMBIBA: I am not sure because at that time the children did not tell us everything, they would deny being a
member, although they were members.

REV XUNDU: Was Mrs Tsili a member of a political organisation?

MR NOMBIBA: I don't know, but all the boys went to attend her funeral.

REV XUNDU: You said that it was a political funeral in Grahamstown, do you agree that Mrs Tsili was buried and her
funeral was organised by the activists?

MR NOMBIBA: I don't know but the boys went to attend the funeral. I don't know whether they were activists or what.
When I was asking my son he didn't tell me anything.

REV XUNDU: Were there any regulations made to the funeral or were there any police present?

MR NOMBIBA: I don't know because my boy didn't tell me anything.

REV XUNDU: Were there police at the funeral to observe what was happening? They used to observe activists'
funerals. You mentioned that these boys went to attend Mrs Tsili's funeral, after that there was a toyi-toyi, what I am
asking is that was Mrs Tsili a member of a political organisation or were the police observing the funeral?



MR NOMBIBA: I don't know about that Sir.

REV XUNDU: You said that you sent your son to the shop and you heard that he was shot, was it the usual thing that
when you send your child to the shop they would be shot?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: In other words you are saying that the police were just killing everyone?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes that is correct.

REV XUNDU: Your son was also a victim of this police act?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Was there a court case?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes there was a court case after a while, after his funeral.

REV XUNDU: Were there any police charged?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes the policeman was in the court. He was testifying against my son.

REV XUNDU: Did he accept that he shot him?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes, he said that the reason for him to shoot my son was that he was leading a dangerous in Q Street,
they were throwing stones. This policeman said that it was then that he decided to shoot him to protect the White men in
the hippo.

REV XUNDU: Was that the end of the case?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Did you receive any compensation?

MR NOMBIBA: No.

REV XUNDU: Do you have a request to the Commission to forward to the State President?

MR NOMBIBA: Can you please repeat your question Sir?

REV XUNDU: Sir maybe you have a request to the State President due to this incident because you lost your son? Do
you have anything to say to the Commission so that we can forward your request to the President?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes I do have a request. This child was supporting me at home. I told the statement-takers my request
because they wanted me to say what I want from the government and I told them, I told the statement-takers.

REV XUNDU: What did you tell them?

MR NOMBIBA: I told them that I wanted the government to assist me, to give me R90 000.

REV XUNDU: Do you have any request except the one you've just mentioned, do you have anything else to add?

MR NOMBIBA: (...indistinct)

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson I think we are finished. Let me hand over to you now.



CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I would like to address this question to the Tsili family. Mr Tsili you said that
during the court case, did you go there to listen?

MR TSILI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Who represented you?

MR TSILI: Nobody represented us, they were just talking to us. They showed us the police who killed my wife. They
said that he was Tungata from Port Elizabeth. He was a tall man.

MR SANDI: You say that you were not represented by a lawyer?

MR TSILI: There was a lawyer but I don't remember clearly who it was because I was still confused at that time
because of the loss. I don't know who hired the lawyer because I did not hire a lawyer but there was a lawyer
representing us, the one who it was said he was defeated by the State attorney.

MR SANDI: I want to make sure about this Mr Tungata. Do you have his full names?

MR TSILI: No I don't know his full names, but they just showed us him.

MR SANDI: You said that in court Mr Tungata accepted the responsibility to say that he was the one who shot your
wife?

MR TSILI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did he give reasons?

MR TSILI: Yes. He said that he was shooting students who were running away, the bullet shot my wife.

MR SANDI: Why was he shooting students?

MR TSILI: He said that he was shooting them because they did not want to attend classes, he wanted them to go back to
school.

MR SANDI: You mean that they were standing them, they were shooting them, telling them to go back to school?

MR TSILI: Yes they were shooting them and there were dogs all over.

MR SANDI: Let us go back to R800. The police who said that you were supposed to pay R800 is there a written order
that they showed you from court stating that you have to pay R800?

MR TSILI: No there was no written order. We were in the police station, we were not in court at the time.

MR SANDI: Did you receive a letter at home saying that you must pay R800?

MR TSILI: No because I told them that I am not going to pay the money. They asked me whether I was - I had a car or a
house. I told them that whether I have a car or not is not their business because I am not going to pay this money.

MR SANDI: This Mr Tungata did you hear anything about him?

MR TSILI: No, I last saw him in court in my wife's case.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Tsili, thank you Chairperson.



CHAIRPERSON: Mr Nombiba I have a few questions for you. I want to know Sir who was representing you in court,
who was the lawyer representing you in court?

MR NOMBIBA: There was no lawyer representing us.

CHAIRPERSON: Why did you not hire a lawyer, were you not interested or were you not able to afford a lawyer?

MR NOMBIBA: The reason is that at that time the police said that I was a killer, I was the cause of all the trouble in
Grahamstown. That is the reason that I did not hire a lawyer because all the lawyers were under the government.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir for that answer. We know that many people lost their people, they couldn't get lawyers
because they thought that the lawyers were representing the system. You mentioned that there was a policeman who
said that he was the one who shot your son, do you still remember his name?

MR NOMBIBA: I heard his name being mentioned, his name was Philip. I also saw the name on my son's death
certificate, the name of the people who killed my son.

CHAIRPERSON: Is it possible for you to give us the death certificate so that we can make copies?

MR NOMBIBA: We gave the death certificate to the statement-takers.

CHAIRPERSON: When this policeman gave evidence he said that he shot your son because he was leading a dangerous
mob?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes. He said that they were carrying stones.

CHAIRPERSON: Was he defending himself or what was happening?

MR NOMBIBA: He said that the reason for shooting him is that he was defending the White people in the hippos it is
when he decided to shoot my son.

CHAIRPERSON: You say that he was defending White people who were in the hippo?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes, their soldiers and their police.

CHAIRPERSON: They had weapons, guns with them?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: They were being protected from children who had stones?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: How old was your son?

MR NOMBIBA: At that time he was 19 years old.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

MR NOMBIBA: But as I am reading in the newspapers they say that he was 15 years old, I think they just assumed, I
know that he was 19 years old.

CHAIRPERSON: Because he's your son?

MR NOMBIBA: Yes he was my son, I was surprised that they just assumed, they did not consult me.



CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Tsili and Mr Nombiba, I can see that you are old people and I believe that
old people are wise, under all the circumstances you have just explained to us, the incidents that happened to you as
these two families, do you have anything to give us, or do you have any advice to give to the government to make sure
that such incidents are not going to happen again, that the police are there to protect people, they are not there to kill
children and women, do you have anything to say concerning this Mr Tsili and Mr Nombiba?

MR TSILI: According to my view I believe that a killer must be killed because he is able to kill a person he has to be
killed, he is able to kill human beings, not animals. There is nothing else I can think about a killer. He has to be killed as
a law has to be passed because I don't have a wife today. I have to support my children. I have to help myself. Because I
don't have a wife I have to prepare food for myself. There is nobody preparing food for me because those who were in
government at the time killed my wife. Even today when my wife's name is mentioned I feel pain in my heart.

MR NOMBIBA: This is very difficult because the government is trying to reconcile people although these people have
done all these bad things to us we are injured, we have wounds inside because of what they have done to us as Black
people, they were killing us, but there is a law passed by the government, the government doesn't want revenge, and this
is very difficult. My request is that as the government doesn't want revenge these people have to be arrested, have to be
put in jail.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Let me start with you Nomangesi. Your mother passed away. She was trying to protect
you. I thank you for coming here today to come and testify. We hope that this will remain in your mind that your mother
sacrificed her life to protect you.

I want to thank your father. He said harsh words, but I think that he is an example of men, he is the father who showed
that although his wife passed away he can raise his seven children. I can see that this incident affected him. As we are
looking in his face it is clear that he was injured inside. It is easy for us, as we are sitting here at the table to talk about
reconciliation and forgiveness because we did not experience what you have experienced. But we want to salute him
and to give him respect because he lost his wife. You were still very young. He managed to try and raise you so that you
can be where you are today.

To you Mr Nombiba we would like to thank you. You said something, I think it is very painful, that children did not tell
us about their involvement. We found that many parents are not aware whether their children died as heroes because at
that time you couldn't go home and tell your parents what you were involved in. You did not want them to expect you to
be shot and to be in jail. I think this is one of the important things in this Commission that old people like you, at last
they would find the truth, the truth about the struggle of their children, because they did not tell them what was
happening.

What is important to me is that maybe the Commission will give out a report that will help you to go to your children's
graves, to talk to your children that you were not aware that they were fighting for their country, so that you can salute
them.

We thank you for your testimony. We promise that what you have given us will be looked at, especially the two
different views you mentioned about this reconciliation. You may sit down, thank you.

 

-------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 09-04-1997

NAME: KIVI WILLIAM TYIWA

NOKWAKA SYLVIA NKWALASE

MILLICENT S. SWARTBOOI

CASE: GRAHAMSTOWN

DAY 3

___________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We will now call Kivi William Tyiwa, Mr Kivi William Tyiwa, Nokwaka Sylvia Nkwalase and
Millicent Shumikazi Swartbooi.

KIVI WILLIAM TYIWA: (sworn states)

NOKWAKA SYLVIA NKWALASE: (sworn states)

MILLICENT SHUMIKAZI SWARTBOOI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, let me lead Mr Tyiwa's evidence. I will start with you Mr Tyiwa. In
which clan name are you, what is your clan name?

MR TYIWA: I am Zikhali.

REVD XUNDU: There is one Zikhali here in the panel. Let me start by asking where you a member of any organisation
while you were attacked or was there a conflict between organisations or were you just attacked by the criminals?

MR TYIWA: I was a member of an organisation, I was a member of the ANC at that time.

I was from Port Elizabeth at work, I came home at night at about nine to ten. There were two of us. When we were
through the gates at Gonsi I was together with Mr Fani. Two people came behind, they were in a hurry.

Gantwani then said let us wait for this people to pass. We then did, but they didn't pass, they came to us and they greeted
us. They addressed us as comrades.

We then agreed. They asked us where we're coming from, we told them we are coming from Port Elizabeth. They asked
us where are we staying, we told them we are staying in the township. I then told them that I was staying in the Dumba
location.

After that I heard sharp instrument on my head. Gantwani managed to escape.

REVD XUNDU: Did you notice these people?

MR TYIWA: No, they had balaclavas on. They then ran away. Reverend Hartland came.

REVD XUNDU: Was he together with these people?



MR TYIWA: No, he was driving a car. He was the one who helped mr, Reverend Hartland.

REVD XUNDU: They ran away and they ran to the tents of the Amagolota?

MR TYIWA: Yes, they ran away to the Amagolota tents. The Reverend then took me to hospital. I was admitted at the
hospital. It was during Easter weekend. After the Easter weekend I was still in the hospital.

REVD XUNDU: In your statement you mentioned that you suspect that the people who attacked you are members of
the PAC?

MR TYIWA: Yes, they were members of the PAC, because they ran away to the Amagolota tent. The Amagolota were
members of the PAC. Amagolota were PAC members.

REVD XUNDU: They ran away to the area of the PAC?

MR TYIWA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Did you open a case concerning this matter?

MR TYIWA: No, because if you would go to Fort Beaufort to make a statement, the police would arrest you.

REVD XUNDU: According to your knowledge, were you

oppressed in the same way as the PAC by the Government?

MR TYIWA: The PAC was working for De Klerk for the past Government because they were the ones who were
assaulting us and attacking us.

REVD XUNDU: The PAC says it is against the Whites, where you in conflict because of what was going on in the
township?

MR TYIWA: Yes, because the PAC - there was a mayor in the township and the mayor was on the PAC side.

REVD XUNDU: Up until now, did you meet with the PAC and make peace?

MR TYIWA: Yes, today we are united.

REVD XUNDU: What is your wish to the Commission, what would you like the Commission to do for you?

MR TYIWA: I would like the Commission to assist me because I cannot work now. My children are still at school and I
am paying for my house. I do get a pension fund, but sometimes it gets taken away.

REVD XUNDU: Who takes it away?

MR TYIWA: I don't know, but it was taken away and I received it last year again.

REVD XUNDU: How many children do you have?

MR TYIWA: I have four schoolgoing children.

REVD XUNDU: Is your wife working?

MR TYIWA: No, she is not working.

REVD XUNDU: In which standards are your children?



MR TYIWA: One of them is doing standard 8.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. You would like to be supported concerning your children's education?

MR TYIWA: Yes and about my pension.

REVD XUNDU: Is that all you wanted to say?

MR TYIWA: Yes, that is all.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, let me now go to Nokwaka Sylvia Nkwalase. Are you also from the Mazikhali clan?

MS NKWALASE: No, I am Maqacen.

INTERPRETER: The speaker's microphone is not on.

REVD XUNDU: In Fort Beaufort there were various organisations?

MS NKWALASE: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Which were those?

MS NKWALASE: They were the ANC and the PAC.

REVD XUNDU: Which one did you support?

MS NKWALASE: I supported the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: Where did this conflict come from which led to Luvuyo's shooting?

MS NKWALASE: In 1993 on a Sunday in February, Tamsanqa Duma's house had been set alight and this child was
standing at the gate and when Zondani and them passed, going to that house, they shot at this child who was at the gate.
I was told that this child was still alive.

REVD XUNDU: Who was Tamsanqa?

MS NKWALASE: Tamsanqa was a PAC supporter.

REVD XUNDU: Who burnt his house?

MS NKWALASE: It was the organisation that burnt his house.

REVD XUNDU: Was this child shot while standing at his yard at home?

MS NKWALASE: It was a child that had come to me, my sister's child who had come to school here from the farms,
from the rural areas.

REVD XUNDU: How old was this child?

MS NKWALASE; He was 18 at the time, he was born in 1974. He was 18 at the time, in 1993. He then died in hospital.

When we went to the hospital, we were told that he was in East London and we went back home. When we got home,
Mr Nqowe and Mr Sitini came to tell us that the child did not survive, that the child had passed away in the location
already.

REVD XUNDU: Did you obtain a death certificate?



MS NKWALASE: Yes, we did.

REVD XUNDU: Were you able to establish who had shot at him?

MS NKWALASE: Yes, we were told by an investigating officer by the name Gani that it was Mvulo.

He came and told us to take it - to give a statement and that we were going to (indistinct) see court. When we got there,
the matter was postponed, and we were told that it was going to be heard in Fort Beaufort.

The matter was heard in Fort Beaufort and thereafter, we were told that the people whom had shot the child, were going
to be sentenced and that it was not necessary for us to come back.

REVD XUNDU: Were there people charged?

MS NKWALASE: Yes, there were people charged.

REVD XUNDU: Were they sentenced?

MS NKWALASE: We don't know because we were told it was not necessary for us to go back.

REVD XUNDU: Did you see them again, thereafter? Who was charged, what were their names?

MS NKWALASE: Zondani and Biko. Soki Zondani and Vuyisile Biko.

REVD XUNDU: Vuyisile Biko. Were these people in the location after the trial?

MS NKWALASE: The person that I did not see was Vuyisile

Biko because I was told that he had disappeared. Whom I saw was Zondani.

REVD XUNDU: What can the Commission do for you?

MS NKWALASE: I ask that the Commission do for me whatever it can.

REVD XUNDU: Let us hear what your hopes are.

MS NKWALASE: The Commission can help me because this child was an only child, his mother has been left
childless.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you very much. Is there nothing else you would like, is that all you have to say? Is there
nothing else you would like to say?

MS NKWALASE: No.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Chairman, I would like to go to Millicent Shumikazi Swartbooi. Did this incident happen
on the same day as the one we just heard?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: These people were just shooting?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, they came and they were shooting.

REVD XUNDU: Did you know who these people were?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, they were known. It was Eric Zondani and Vuyisile Biko.



REVD XUNDU: Did they appear in court for these cases?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, they did.

REVD XUNDU: Were they sentenced?

MS SWARTBOOI: No, they were not sentenced. They were represented by their Attorneys. The Magistrate then said
that - their Attorney didn't go to court.

The Magistrate then said that he will sentence them if the lawyer does not appear. The lawyer did go to court. Eric
Zondani was not found guilty. Vuyisile Biko escaped. REVD XUNDU: Both of them were not charged, that was the

end of the case?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, because Vuyisile escaped.

REVD XUNDU: How old was Swelenkomo at the time?

MS SWARTBOOI: I think he was 42 or 41 years old.

REVD XUNDU: Was he working?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, he was working at Tubaletu.

REVD XUNDU: You were a widow?

MS SWARTBOOI: No, Swelenkomo was my brother.

REVD XUNDU: Where are his children now?

MS SWARTBOOI: They are with his mother.

REVD XUNDU: Did he have a wife?

MS SWARTBOOI: No, he did not have a wife.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to do for that family, for your brother's family?

MS SWARTBOOI: We have a responsibility at home because my brother was the one was supporting us at home. He
was also supporting his child.

We were victims of the struggle at that time. The door at home was cracked, it was full of pellets. There is nobody to
build up our home, my brother was going to help us in that. I am the one responsible for all the problems at home.

I am also responsible for paying the rent at home.

REVD XUNDU: You want the Commission to assist you?

MS SWARTBOOI: Yes, the Commission will see what to do for me. We would like Vuyisile to come forward to tell
the truth about what he did to my brother.

REVD XUNDU: We will try to investigate about Vuyisile Biko. Thank you. The Commission will hand over this matter
to the investigators so that we can find out the truth. Mr Chairperson, I hand over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi?



ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Tyiwa, I have questions for you so that we can get clarity about this
matter between PAC Amagolota and the Councillors.

Let us start this way, as I was listening to all of you people from Fort Beaufort, most of the people in Fort Beaufort were
members of the ANC, were supporters of the ANC?

MR TYIWA: There were people who were supporting the ANC, but on the other hand others were supporting PAC.

ADV SANDI: When you are talking about the PAC, were they the same people as Amagolota?

MR TYIWA: I can say so because they were staying on the same side.

ADV SANDI: Were they referring to themselves as PAC or were the people, the residents, referring to them, calling
them PAC members?

MR TYIWA: Yes, because they were PAC.

ADV SANDI: Were they calling themselves PAC?

MR TYIWA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did they have meetings like any other organisation?

MR TYIWA: Yes, on their side they would call their meetings, they would not come to our ANC side.

ADV SANDI: Were any other PAC leaders from other towns attend their meetings or their rallies?

MR TYIWA: I don't know, because they were not holding the meetings on our ANC side.

ADV SANDI: When all the organisations were unbanned in 1990, were there people from Fort Beaufort who were
calling themselves PAC, did they join PAC at that time?

MR TYIWA: You mean did they join PAC?

ADV SANDI: Did they go to Parliament in Cape Town or in Bisho to represent PAC amongst these people?

MR TYIWA: I don't know, but what I know is that there was conflict in the township. There was a PAC side and the
ANC side.

ADV SANDI: Thank you sir.

CHAIRMAN: We thank you sir and we also thank the ladies next to you. The conflict that was between the PAC and
the UDF and between the PAC and the ANC, this caused many people to be injured.

Some of them lost their husbands and this Commission has to look into that. It is true that there was a third force in all
these situations. We hope that the documents that the Commission has received, these days the documents explaining
about the involvement of third force, will help us in trying to clarify this matter.

But I think that it is the truth from which we cannot run away that in the history of this country, there was a political
intolerance and this led to Black communities suffering and there were many people who lost their family members.

I hope that the PAC side will come to the Commission to present their side of the story. By doing so we can be able to
heal our wounds so that we can try and stop political intolerance in this country in places like Fort Beaufort, Uitenhage
and Port Alfred, where many people lost their lives because of the conflict between PAC, UDF and ANC at the time.

We thank you for reminding us about this chapter in our lives and we will try to make means that this thing will



never happen again in our country. We will forward your request to the President. We thank you for coming here.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Sir, how do you pronounce your name?

MR VAALTYN: I am Bulwana Vaaltyn.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you. We will hand over to Reverend Xundu to swear you in.

BULWANA VAALTYN: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Vaaltyn, in your statement in front of us you are going to talk about
yourself, about what happened to you in July 1980 in M Street next to T Street in Grahamstown. Can you please tell us,
briefly, what was the situation in your area at that time.

MR VAALTYN: There was chaos all over. The police were all over the area. There was shooting all over, the police
were shooting at people.

MS MAYA: What was the reason for that?

MR VAALTYN: The reason was that the youth were fighting for their freedom. They were all over the streets. It is
when the police were shooting them.

MS MAYA: You said that you were shot when the police were passing with their seven police vans in M Street.

MR VAALTYN: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were you shot because of political reasons or were you just passing by? What happened?

MR VAALTYN: At the time when the police were shooting me, they were just shooting black people. I was alone at
that time. I was coming from church, I was on my way home.

MS MAYA: In other words, the police, at that time, were just shooting everybody in the streets?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, they were just shooting black people in the streets, because I was alone in the street, I could not
do anything to the police. They came with their seven police vans.

MS MAYA: Did you notice any of the police who were shooting you?



MR VAALTYN: It was at night, they were in their police vans. I did not notice anyone, I just heard gunshots.

MS MAYA: What happened to you after you were shot? Were you treated?

MR VAALTYN: When I got shot I went in one house. I asked them to find a car for me to take me to hospital, because
I could not sleep without getting medical treatment. They managed to get this car.

MS MAYA: How were you injured?

MR VAALTYN: I was injured badly. As a result the doctor came on Sunday, because I was shot on Saturday evening.
The doctor said I had to undergo an operation. There were bullets in my lungs. The doctors, the doctor decided to
operate me so that they can remove the pellets in my body. Even now I have pellets embedded in my body.

MS MAYA: Did they manage to take them out?

MR VAALTYN: Because I could not breathe all night, but when they operated me, I got better, I could breathe, but it
was very painful.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay in hospital?

MR VAALTYN: I stayed for two weeks. I was discharged in the third week.

MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge?

MR VAALTYN: I went to an attorney, but they told me to go to one white lady in Gofa Street. She will be the one
attending my case. I went there. She told me that I must go to Rhodes University, there is a professor there, because she
cannot take my case. After two days I was called and the professor said that he cannot take my case. I then confronted
an attorney and he said that he will deal with the Government. He then took steps for my interest. As I was injured in
1980 and in 1982, in February in 1982 my case started in court.

MS MAYA: Then what happened to your case?

MR VAALTYN: I was on the stand from nine o' clock up until three o' clock and the police were found guilty. I was
then awarded R3 100,00.

MS MAYA: Did you receive that money?

MR VAALTYN: Yes.

MS MAYA: At the time of this incident were you working?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, I was working. I was a driver in the Nuns Organisation.

MS MAYA: Did you go back to work?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: What is your request to the Commission?

MR VAALTYN: Because I was injured, the money, that the settlement was not enough for me.

MS MAYA: In other words, what do you want?

MR VAALTYN: I want money, because I was injured.

MS MAYA: Is there any specific amount of money you would like?



MR VAALTYN: No, but the R3 300,00 is not enough for me.

MS MAYA: Is that all, Sir?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Bulwana Vaaltyn, in your statement, in your written statement you requested that you need us to
investigate who the perpetrators are. Is that so?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, that is so.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you think we still need to investigate, because this case was in court and these people were
sentenced? Did you not find from the lawyer who did this?

MR VAALTYN: There was only one person who was found guilty.

CHAIRPERSON: So, in other words, the police, as a whole?

MR VAALTYN: Yes, because there was one police on behalf of the rest of the other police.

CHAIRPERSON: I understand, Sir. Thank you, Sir. You have a short testimony and a clear testimony. Your request is
also clear. We will try to talk with your Attorney, Nickledon? Is he still around?

MR VAALTYN: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: We will try to talk to him so that he can help us in this investigation so that we can find the
perpetrators and you can know who their names are. Even your second request we will forward it to those who will
receive the report of the Commission. They will decide what to do. Thank you for your testimony. It is clear that you are
a, it is clear that you are a Priest from your congregation.

MR VAALTYN: I thank the Commission, because before we did not know what to do, we did not know where to talk
to. God has made such an event, such a hearing so that we can say what was happening to us at that time. This was a
very painful thing to us. We did not, we were not able to say these things to anyone, but today it will be better, because
we managed to come here and to say what was the pain. Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mjalane, I know that you are, you have requested us to take a few cases related to people from
Alice where you are going to be making representations on their behalf. Could you indulge us by allowing us to
complete this particular hearing by taking the Badi case which is very closely related to the case that we have been
handling right up to now? I think it will not be long. I know that you are not involved in that particular case, are you?

MR MJALANE: Not ...

CHAIRPERSON: Yes, so we would like just to complete that and then come back to the cases that you are going to be
interested in. Thank you sir. Elizabeth Nowakhe Badi together with Eric Badi.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I will swear them in. Elizabeth Nowakhe Badi, please stand up.

ELIZABETH NOWAKHE BADI: (Duly sworn in, states).

ERIC BADI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: They have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you, Elizabeth Badi and Eric. How are you related?

MRS BADI: He is my brother.

CHAIRPERSON: Is he going to help you give evidence?

MRS BADI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: We are taking this case because it is related to the previous one. We are not going to start from the
beginning. Mr Sandi will lead the evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I do not want to waste your time. We will start with Nowakhe Badi. You say
on the 15th of October 1992 at home in Alice, Msobomvu, what happened? Could you tell us please.

MRS BADI: On the 15th of October 1992 Eric came at night, knocked on my window. He said I must switch off my
light. He then told me that Eric had been shot and needs some clothing. I took my son's clothing and threw it out of the
window. Eric then told me that my, members of my family had also been shot. They did not find him there. Then these
people knocked and opened the door and they shot everybody in the house. I asked them to leave, because I was scared
that they were going to come to me. Nontsikelelo came and knocked on my window, had been shot. She asked me to



open the door. She told me that she had been shot in the legs. I was scared to switch on the light. I took Nontsikelelo,
put her under covers, gave her a nappy to bind her wounds. I asked her if her upper body had been injured. She said, no,
it was just her legs. I asked what had happened at home. She told me that Vuyokazi and Nowinile had died, shot dead.
She told me that my father was alive.

We could not move, because we did not know where the enemy was. My brother came, knocked, told me that my father,
as well, had died. Tammy also came, who had run with Eric. They hired a car. We took Nontsikelelo to hospital in
Alice. My brother, Cobert, was also in the car and we dropped him off at the police station in Alice to give a report and
statement. There were bottles that my brother had picked up. No, there were bullets that my brother had picked up. I left
them at the ANC office. People who worked at Fort Hare came. We told them what had happened. We were then taken,
the media came and we all went to Msobomvu. The corpses had been taken by the police. There was blood everywhere.
The furniture was destroyed. It was chaos.

ADV SANDI: Three people at home died.

MRS BADI: My niece Vuyokazi was 11 years old. My father, Ben Badi and Nowinile Badi, my parents had been shot.

ADV SANDI: Therefore it is the entire family practically?

MRS BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: At the funeral were there police?

MRS BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were there soldiers?

MRS BADI: The soldiers were at the graveyard. There were police vans everywhere.

ADV SANDI: Was it usual that the police would attend these funerals armed, especially when there is a mass funeral?

MRS BADI: It was a normal thing.

ADV SANDI: How did you feel?

MRS BADI: We did not trust them and this hurt us a great deal that they were at the funeral.

ADV SANDI: Did the police investigate this matter?

MRS BADI: They went to the hospital. After that they never came to the homes.

ADV SANDI: Was there a court case?

MRS BADI: No, because on the 16th of July in 1994 we were called in. We were told that they are still investigating the
case and no perpetrators had been found.

ADV SANDI: Therefore nobody was questioned or arrested?

MRS BADI: Mr Galane started investigating the matter. He questioned some people and he called us in, actually, to, he
said that we must come and see the people who had damaged my home. Sandile Mati, Madoda Kula and Welcome
Maronono were there and they were identified as people who had done the damage. They were also in the newspapers.
The private investigators, the investigators. It was Madoda Kula, Sandile Mati and Welcome Maronono.

ADV SANDI: Is that all the evidence that you have? Is Eric going to say anything?

MR BADI: I was the first one to be shot at home. It was after midnight. Somebody knocked at the door. Somebody



called out my name. Then he also called out my nickname and I thought that my friend who uses this nickname was in
Johannesburg. I peeped through, there was a man at the door with a rifle. This man carried on knocking. I did not open
the door. I was too scared, I went back to bed. Then this man knocked at the window. He started shooting at the
window. I was shot twice at the thigh and the leg. I tried to hide. He carried on shooting. I jumped out of the window.
He drove off. He had done what he wanted to do.

I went to check on my brother. When I got there he was not there. The window was opened. I jumped out of the same
window. I went to our next door neighbours. My brother was there. He was in a drum of water. He then leapt out of the
water. He helped me run, because I was weak. I said that we must go to my sister. When we got there I told my sister
that people at home had been shot. Before I got to my sister we heard sounds, bullet sounds, exactly the way they
sounded when I was being shot. Then a grenade went off. There was an explosion. After he had shot at me as well a
grenade was shot, was thrown. When I got to my sister I told her what happened. We left my sister. We went to a man
from another village asking for help. He got a car that took me to hospital.

ADV SANDI: What happened at the hospital?

MR BADI: I was stitched.

ADV SANDI: Do you know if there were people who were identified in connection with this matter?

MR BADI: It is the same people that my sister had mentioned. These were the people that were shown at court.

ADV SANDI: Was there a case? Would you go to court?

MR BADI: Yes, we would go to court, but there was no case as such.

ADV SANDI: Who was the accused?

MR BADI: Sandile Mati, Welcome and Madoda Kula.

ADV SANDI: Was Mr Galane investigating this matter?

MR BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And nothing came of it?

MR BADI: That is so.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests in connection to this matter? Who were your legal representatives?

MR BADI: We did not have any legal representatives?

ADV SANDI: You just let it pass?

MR BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is that all your evidence?

MR BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were you a member of any political organisation?

MR BADI: We would organise meetings.

ADV SANDI: Were you members of the ANC?



MR BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: All of you at home?

MR BADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is there somebody who threatened you? Are there people in the village whose houses were burnt down or
people who were shot?

MR BADI: No, it started with my family. This was after the Bisho massacre.

ADV SANDI: Is there something you would like to add? If there is, maybe you can think about it as I will hand you
over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: How old was Ben Badi when he died?

MRS BADI: He was 70 years of age.

CHAIRPERSON: Vuyokazi Badi?

MRS BADI: She was 11.

CHAIRPERSON: Nowinile?

MRS BADI: Ben's wife was 65.

CHAIRPERSON: So who is at the Badi home now?

MRS BADI: Eric only.

CHAIRPERSON: And you?

MRS BADI: I am not married, but I do not stay at home. It is Eric who stays there.

CHAIRPERSON: This was a painful day that you are reminding us of at Msobomvu. I remember the funeral as we were
going to bury the Badi family. It was a day that we thought we would never heal from, it was so painful. Elderly people
and a young child. I am thankful to see you here today, because on the day of the funeral you never thought you would
survive, but the Lord has given you strength and you are able to come before the Commission. I think this is one of the
matters that the Commission will look at closely, because I think Alice will never be at peace if this matter is not looked
at closely and something is done about it. We are grateful that you are so strong and for having brought this matter
before the Commission. There were doubts that you would come before the Commission, but we are grateful that you
eventually came, because we know that something like this we cannot just forget about until the truth has been found. I
am sure that your mother and father are looking at you before us. They know that even though they have passed on you
are here to represent them. Thank you. You may step down.

MS CRICHTON: We did not ask them their request, but it is okay. I mean the extra things are noted here.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: Khayalethu Hela. Wayilese Peter. Wonke Maqubela.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairman, can I swear in Neliswa Busika?

NELISWA NONHUNHA DYANTYI BUSIKA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you.

KHAYALETHU HELA: (sworn states)

WONKE WITHIEL MAQUBELA: (sworn states)

WAYILESE PETER: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. They have been properly sworn in Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Neliswa Busika. We welcome both you and your daughter. What is your daughter's name?

MS BUSIKA: Nomzamo.

CHAIRMAN: We welcome Nomzamo. We will hand over to Advocate Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. As we said, we will start with you Mrs Busika. According to these
documents, you are going to talk about atrocities done to you that also affects your child, is that so?

MS BUSIKA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: This happened in Stutterheim in 1985. Can I hand over to you, what happened when you were arrested
and charged?

MS BUSIKA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I was arrested on the 22nd of November 1985, it was a Friday. It was at
Mlungisi and Stutterheim. I was taken to the police station in Stutterheim.

When I got to the police station, it was in the morning. I had just woken up when they came to arrest me. I requested to



take a bath, I was not allowed.

ADV SANDI: Can I just interrupt so that Mr Redpath gets earphones. Thank you.

MS BUSIKA: Therefor I went, I had not taken a bath. I got to the police station.

ADV SANDI: Please start from over.

MS BUSIKA: I was arrested on the 22nd of November 1985. I left home in the morning. I requested to take a bath.
They said there was no need, they would bring me back. I just took off my pyjamas and put on proper clothing.

When I got to the police station, they left me there for the whole day. On Friday afternoon a CID came to fetch me, Mr
Dion Oates, took me to an office. I don't know whose office it was.

He interrogated me. He was asking me about a man who had been necklaced in the township. I said I knew nothing
about it. This is when the battle started. He started beating me up.

I said I do not stay in the township, I stay in a village most of the time. I would go to the township now and again.

ADV SANDI: Who was beating you up?

MS BUSIKA: Dion Oates.

ADV SANDI: Who brought you to the office?

MS BUSIKA: Dion Oates went to fetch me and took me to an office.

ADV SANDI: Therefor it was just you and Dion Oates in the office?

MS BUSIKA: It was Dion Oates and other White police. He asked me about this man that had been necklaced. I said I
know nothing about this, I don't stay much in the township.

They informed me that they had been looking for me for quite a while. They said that they had gone to the village to
look for me and at that time, I had gone to the township. He used the name Nonhunha when he was beating me up, I
don't know where he got this name.

He was slapping me, kicking me. When he was hitting me, I was on my periods. When he was hitting me I started
bleeding. I don't know whether I was meant to be on my periods or not. He put me in a shelf, he hit me with a baton,
stuffed me into the shelf.

It was a small shelf, I could not fully get in. When he was satisfied, I was crying, he stopped. The other police were
trying to stop him as well as the other police saw that I was bleeding as well.

He called another policeman to take me to a cell. He said that I would not get any water until I tell the truth. I was taken
to this prison cell, it was in the afternoon.

I don't know what time it was, I was not wearing a watch. He made me sign blank pages, I can't remember how many
there were. He said that I must sign.

He was forcing me by beating me. They took me back to the cell on the Friday. When they took me back to the cell,
supper had already been served. I did not eat that whole day. When I got to the cell, there were dirty blankets, I used
those dirty blankets.

I woke in the middle of the night and somebody was opening the cell. A policeman with uniform on called me. He
commanded me to go and wash the corpse of the person that had been burnt to death. This White policeman was
referred to as Teaspoon, I don't know his proper name.



He kicked me, dragged me. I held on to the iron gates of the cell. As I was holding on, clutching onto the bars, he kicked
me because I would not go and wash the corpse.

I'd stopped bleeding, but I started bleeding again. I was filthy. There is a toilet within the cell - because there is no
water, I used that to wash myself. On Saturday morning they brought my porridge, I could not eat it because it was
filthy.

My family brought me clothes to change, but Dion Oates had said I must not get anything, food or clothing. Sunday I
did not drink water either. I just sat in the cell on the Sunday.

On the Monday a policeman said I must go before the Magistrate. It was the forth day I had not washed. I went before
the Magistrate on the Monday. I was filthy, stinking.

The Magistrate postponed the case. I was taken to Stutterheim prison.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me, who took you to court? Who took you to the Magistrate?

MS BUSIKA: I do not remember, but they were CID members. The whole day I was in court. I left at about four to be
taken to King William's Town. In King William's Town I would be taken to court now and again.

I was charged with murder, arson, public violence. We would go to court and we would not get bail. In May 1986 I got
bail. I don't remember the date, but I left prison on the 10th of May 1986.

I had been arrested on the 22nd of November 1985. We were given instructions that every day we must go to the police
station to report, twice a day, every day. In the morning between six and eight you had to report. You cannot go after the
stipulated hours. We could not leave Stutterheim.

This was all - from 1986 to 1988 when our case was in court, we would go twice a day to court. It takes 5 kilometres
every day, twice a day, we had no transport, we walked, we had to report. Our case was taken to the Supreme court in
East London.

In 1988 I was in matric, I was pregnant, seven months pregnant. Our case was taken to a Judge. The murder and arson
charges were withdrawn, public violence - the public violence charge, I was sentenced to five years, three years
suspended.

I had to serve the two years. Mr Skweyiya, my Attorney, tried to defend us. He put the case before the judge that I was
pregnant. I went to jail in East London.

ADV SANDI: Was this in Grahamstown?

MS BUSIKA: It was in East London.

ADV SANDI: Who was the Judge?

MS BUSIKA: Mr Du Toit, I don't remember his initials. I was sentenced, we went to jail. It was my first child, I was 20
years old, turning 21.

The circumstances were terrible in jail. I was going to write matric. I requested that my books be sent, I studied in jail.
On the 9th of October I gave birth. I was taken to Frere Hospital to give birth.

I stayed the 9th, the 10th and the 11th. When I got back to jail, my child was left back at the hospital. I said that my
child's umbilical cord should be given to me after it had fallen, because that is the traditional way to do things.

However, the Magistrate refused and my child umbilical cord was flushed down the toilet. I requested that my child be
taken out of jail. They said that my baby was too young, I had to breastfeed.



I told them that I could not breastfeed, there was no milk. There is a hospital within the jail, I stayed there for a week.
We had our chores within the prison, I was making the jerseys. I used to go and work as weak as I was. I would leave
the cell at 7 am to have breakfast and then would go to our different sections.

At quarter past nine I would be given 15 minutes to breastfeed my child. My child was kept by the prisoners who were
criminals right through the day. I would go for 15 minutes to look at the child. Sometimes the baby would be wet.

I had to bribe these prisoners to keep my baby well. There is nothing in prison that you can bribe people with, therefor I
used to give up my food. I would eat breakfast only. This baby would be given 750 ml of milk and as I could not
breastfeed, I had to share my breakfast with my baby.

I would steal the Panado containers, put a bit of porridge so that I could feed my baby. In the evening, I would take this
porridge within the panado container, mix it with water, shake it and feed my baby.

I will take this bread, this baby was a week old, I would remove the jam, take the pieces of bread, put it within milk and
shake it with the milk and feed Nomzamo.

This is how my child was fed. At four we would go and have supper. After that I would go and fetch my baby. I would
be given two nappies. The whole night I had to use these two nappies.

A baby wets herself and dirties herself, I had to take off my night dresses and use these as nappies. My child was
suffering from wind, she was crying all the time. In East London you would leave the cells with the criminals, if only
you were studying.

I was going to write matric from the 26th of October. I could not go and share a cell with those that were studying, I had
to be with the criminals.

There was one day when my baby cried the whole night and the other prisoners chased me away because the child was
noisy. I sat in the loo with my baby, we were both crying. I did not know what to do.

The warden went and got a master key and I went to the hospital until I got my books to study. I eventually went to the
cell where the prisoners who had been jailed because of singing liberation songs were. I was told not to go to my child
during the day.

I would part with my child at 7 am in the morning until after half past four. I would go to the Captain and the Major,
begging for my child to go home. They refused. Nomzamo stayed for five months in jail.

The sixth month she was allowed to go home. She was pale, very thin and very hungry all the time.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Busika, this is a very sad tale. If I were to express my personal feelings about your story, I would say
it makes me sick and angry.

You say that your child needs hearing aid?

MS BUSIKA: Her ears bleed and sometimes they drip with water and now there is puss in the ears. I used to get a grant
and I would take the child to the Doctor regularly. I do not have a grant any more.

Last year she had an infection and the Doctor said that - the teachers complain that she cannot hear properly, I said that I
do not have money to take her to specialists.

ADV SANDI: When you were arrested at Stutterheim, were you a member of a political organisation?

MS BUSIKA: I used to work for the Stutterheim Youth Congress, we referred to it as the STYCO in 1985.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests in connection with this story?



MS BUSIKA: I request that my child gets a medical aid. She will be badly affected for the rest of her life, she must be
able to go to a Doctor.

I am scared that my child will be ostracised. I know that I went to jail because I was fighting for my rights and not
because a am a criminal.

ADV SANDI: What standard is your child doing?

MS BUSIKA: Standard 1.

ADV SANDI: This Mr Dion Oates, when did you part with him? The last time you saw him, was it when he beat you
up?

MS BUSIKA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You never saw him again?

MS BUSIKA: He would come to the cell, demanding the truth.

ADV SANDI: Did you know Dion Oates before?

MS BUSIKA: No.

ADV SANDI: Was he a policeman in Stutterheim?

MS BUSIKA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was it the first time you saw him when he arrested you?

MS BUSIKA: It was the first time, but I would see him in town now and again. Sometimes in the township, in the
gatherings that we would have, I would see them in their bakkies.

ADV SANDI: Did you talk to him?

MS BUSIKA: It is when I was arrested. He fetched me from home.

ADV SANDI: Therefor you would be able to identify this man?

MS BUSIKA: Yes, I would absolutely.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, who is Teaspoon? Was he a policeman?

MS BUSIKA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you see him?

MS BUSIKA: He is no longer there, I don't see him any more. I don't see him amongst the police.

ADV SANDI: What is this Teaspoon, was it a nickname?

MS BUSIKA: Yes, this is how we referred to him. I don't know his proper name.

ADV SANDI: Why was he referred to as Teaspoon?

MS BUSIKA: He was tall, with a sharp nose, very thin.



ADV SANDI: Was he known in Stutterheim?

MS BUSIKA: I don't know, but in 1985 when these incidents were occurring, he was there.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much. We will pass on to Mr Hela. Mr Hela, you are also from Stutterheim?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You are going to talk about what happened to you in Stutterheim in 1985? Can you please come nearer to
the mike so that we can hear you clearly.

What happened to you in 1985 in Stutterheim Mr Hela?

MR HELA: We were from a meeting in the sports ground. After that meeting we sang freedom songs.

ADV SANDI: Were you members of the Youth Congress?

MR HELA: Yes. The police then came while we were singing in the streets. They told us to disperse within five
minutes.

While we were still singing freedom songs, they shot at us. I was then shot on that day.

ADV SANDI: Can you please raise your voice and come nearer to the mike?

MR HELA: We were shot by the police after they told us to disperse within five minutes. I then got injured in my knees
and in my hand. And one other man by the name of Jongile Nompondo was shot dead.

ADV SANDI: Was Jongile Nompondo a member of the Youth Congress?

MR HELA: Yes, he was a student there but he was from Uitenhage.

ADV SANDI: Where were you injured?

MR HELA: They shot me in my hand and in my leg. My left leg.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to a Doctor?

MR HELA: No, we did not go to any Doctors, because if we went to Doctors the police would come and arrest us. And
the Doctors who were treating us were also arresting us.

ADV SANDI: You mean that the Doctors in Stutterheim who was supposed to be helping people, were police who
arrested you?

MR HELA: Yes, they were wearing camouflage uniforms.

ADV SANDI: You would see them together with the police?

MR HELA: No, they would be in hospital and the police would come and arrest us.

ADV SANDI: You said that you have birdshot still embedded in your body?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How do you feel?

MR HELA: I don't feel very well.



ADV SANDI: Do you get treatment concerning this?

MR HELA: No.

ADV SANDI: Why not, did you go to a hospital?

MR HELA: No, I did not go to any hospital.

ADV SANDI: Why?

MR HELA: I don't have money to go to hospital.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to any Attorney to lay a claim?

MR HELA: No.

ADV SANDI: How old were you at that time, were you 19 years old?

MR HELA: Yes, I was 19 years old.

ADV SANDI: Were there any police you identified that day?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who are these police?

MR HELA: There was Sergeant Dion Oates.

ADV SANDI: Is this the same Dion Oates which the lady referred to?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What did he do?

MR HELA: I don't know whether he shot, but he was there when the police were shooting at us.

ADV SANDI: Were there any other police you could identify in that group?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who are these police?

MR HELA: Mkulule was also there.

ADV SANDI: Mkulule?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What are the full names of Mkulule?

MR HELA: I don't know his first name but his surname is Mkulule.

ADV SANDI: Is he still in Stutterheim?

MR HELA: Yes, he is still a police, but I don't know in which police station.

ADV SANDI: Is he still in the Stutterheim region?



MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Are there any police you can remember?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What about Fumanekile? Is he Mgwanda?

MR HELA: No, he is Mgwadla.

ADV SANDI: What was he doing?

MR HELA: He was in that group of the police.

ADV SANDI: Is he still in Stutterheim?

MR HELA: No, I think he is here in King William's Town.

ADV SANDI: What about Swanepoel?

MR HELA: Swanepoel was also there.

ADV SANDI: The police you mentioned, did you know them before that day?

MR HELA: Yes. Because they would be there in the township when we were toyi-toying and singing freedom songs?

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Hela, before I can ask your requests?

MR HELA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: You said that you want to be helped to get medical treatment due to the injuries you sustained?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any other request?

MR HELA: I cannot even work for myself now.

ADV SANDI: You've also mentioned that you need an immediate medical check up?

MR HELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is that correct?

MR HELA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: What about Vuyani Zali, where is he?

MR HELA: He is in the township.

ADV SANDI: Blakey Maki, where is he?

MR HELA: He is also in Stutterheim in the township.

ADV SANDI: Is that all?



MR HELA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Hela. Let us go to Mr Maqubela. Mr Maqubela, you are also from Stutterheim?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Your incident happened in 1985 in Stutterheim?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You said that in 1985 you were arrested. Were you a member of this Youth Congress?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: Let me now hand over to you Mr Maqubela and tell us what happened to you.

MR MAQUBELA: In 1985 it was on the 17th of November, on Sunday, it was in the morning, I was arrested by the
police. If I remember well, it was after midnight. Sipho Ntebe and Linda Witbooi were the police who arrested me.

They said that they were looking for me and they had a list with them. They said that they were looking for me because
of an incident that happened, a man had been burnt down together with his house.

They took me to Stutterheim police station. I spent the night there and then the following morning - I don't remember
the Constable who opened the police cell, but I was taken to the office where Mr Peters was. He was a policeman. He
was together with Dion Oates and Sipho Ntebe.

Mr Peters was on the other side of the table, the other two were standing. They then asked me about the incident that
happened. I told them that I know nothing about this incident. I tried to explain to them that I've got nothing to do with
this.

They did not understand this, they then assaulted me. I could see that they were instructed by Mr Peters. I was beaten up
by Sipho Ntebe and Dion Oates. I was then taken out of the office, taken to a store room in Stutterheim police station.

ADV SANDI: Without disturbing you Mr Maqubela, Dion Oates and Mr Ntebe, how were they assaulting you?

MR MAQUBELA: They were slapping me, kicking me.

ADV SANDI: They were asking you about this person who had been burnt?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes. I did not know anything about that. They took me to this store room, it was dark but I could see
when they opened the door. There was a hosepipe, a lawnmower and old blankets in that store room. They then
teargassed me and they would close the door and they would leave me for a few minutes.

I would fall down because of the teargas. They would then open the door and take me back to the office and ask me
about this incident. I told them that I know nothing about it, they would assault me and beat me. It was when Sipho
Ntebe hit me against the wall, I lost my two teeth, today I have false teeth because of that incident.

My teeth were chipped. I then requested them to take me to a Doctor to pull the teeth out, because my teeth were aching.
They did not take that seriously, they just carried on beating me up. A statement was taken, I cannot remember who
wrote the statement amongst the three policemen.

Then I was told to sign. The statement was written in English. I had to sign it reflecting that I agreed with what was
written. After I had signed, I realised that I had bound myself. They then told me later when the gave me this document
to sign, they said that the document was saying that I don't know anything about this, I was dizzy at the time, but when
they read it out to me, I realised that the statement was binding me in that I was one of the group that went and burnt this
man's house down.



After that the 17th of November we were taken to the King William's Town prison. We were bailed out on the 6th of
June 1986, if I remember well. R500-00 bail, on the Monday the came to bail me out from home. It was on a Monday
the 9th, I think. We were given instructions that we should go and report in Neliswa said, because we were together.

ADV SANDI: What happened, was there a court case?

MR MAQUBELA: No, until it was taken to the Supreme court.

ADV SANDI: Were you sentenced?

MR MAQUBELA: I was sentenced.

ADV SANDI: How long?

MR MAQUBELA: We got the same sentence, five years imprisonment, three years suspended. I served two years. In
court I was sentenced due to the statement I was forced to sign.

I tried to reveal the truth in court, I tried to describe how the place was where I was teargassed, the lawnmower, the
hosepipe and the old blankets.

There is something called a trial within a trial, the police were called in to give evidence and a picture about the police
station and the state thereof.

Their evidence corresponded with mine. Therefor my Attorney said that if the police's evidence that in the store those
contents were there, what was I doing in the store, but in the end they did not take this evidence into consideration.

ADV SANDI: In 1992 you were arrested yet again?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, I was.

ADV SANDI: Why?

MR MAQUBELA: In 1992 the one day I had gone home, I was a student at Fort Hare, doing my second year in BA
Communications, I had financial problems, therefor I left Alice, I needed some books to ask my parents for the money.

I got there it was pretty late, at about seven. At twelve o'clock policemen came at home. I did not hear them when they
came because I was sleeping. My room is right next to the road.

I arose from slumber and my room was lit, there were search lights all over. I saw a bar that was used to break down my
door. I tried to look at them carefully but I could not recognise most of them.

ADV SANDI: These police arrested you under Section 29? You were detained, you were not allowed to have an
Attorney and not charged?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, because when they arrested me, but I would like to add this first, they searched the entire house
looking for weapons.

The ceiling was pulled down, even the cupboards were taken apart. My parents were terrified, they had guns pointed at
them. The kists everything, they damaged their entire house.

There was a whole lot of damage, windows were broken down. Most of the police were drunk. They said that they
wanted weapons. They took my brother and I into the van. I tried to tell them that my brother doesn't know anything
about this matter.

I then tried to stipulate that if they wanted me to cooperate, they must let my brother go back home and they must take



me alone. There was Sergeant Rossouw amongst these police.

He kept on threatening me, my home was surrounded by police. Somebody gave an order that if I tried to run away, I
must be shot at the head.

Rossouw from the Security Branch had a hand grenade in his hand, he kept on putting this hand grenade on me. I
pretended as if I didn't know what he had in his hand.

ADV SANDI: Was he from Stutterheim?

MR MAQUBELA: It was the first time I saw him, but he identified himself as Sergeant Rossouw from the Security
Branch.

ADV SANDI: How long were you detained under Section 29?

MR MAQUBELA: About two weeks. There was a hunger strike and then they released us. From Stutterheim I was
taken to Berlin, from Berlin to the police station in King William's Town. This is where they started beating us up, the
three of us.

ADV SANDI: Who was beating you up?

MR MAQUBELA: There were a whole lot of policemen, Stander was one of them.

ADV SANDI: Where is Stander from, from King William's Town?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is he still there?

MR MAQUBELA: I don't know. But I haven't seen him in a while.

ADV SANDI: When you were under the Section 29 detention, did you have an Attorney? Were members of your family
visiting you?

MR MAQUBELA: What happened is I asked my family to approach an Attorney so they went to Mr Van Heerden in
King William's Town.

But as they were endeavouring to get legal representation for us, we were under hunger strike, therefor we were
released.

ADV SANDI: Who were you with?

MR MAQUBELA: I was with Mlungi Siqogela and Xolani Jacob, the three of us, but we were separated. We saw each
other when we went in and when we went out again.

So what would happen in the mornings, there is a White man that would come in the mornings, he would check on us,
asking us about MK. A tall man, apparently from Pretoria, he had a (indistinct) in his one hand, one arm. He would beat
us up every morning.

We requested that a Doctor come to see us. This Doctor came, it was a female Doctor, a White woman.

ADV SANDI: Do you remember her name?

MR MAQUBELA: No.

ADV SANDI: From where was she?



MR MAQUBELA: We thought that she was from PE.

ADV SANDI: Mr Maqubela, let us conclude this matter. What requests to you have before the Commission today?

MR MAQUBELA: My request is my education was disturbed. If I could get some form of bursary so that I could go
back to school, varsity, because my parents are on pension.

ADV SANDI: You say that you have a request about something that happens when you are sleeping?

MR MAQUBELA: What happens is when I am sleeping at home, I wake up in the middle of the night and it is like
police have come. I cannot sleep properly at night.

ADV SANDI: How is your memory?

MR MAQUBELA: I have a memory lapse since after I got out of jail. I have been badly affected.

ADV SANDI: Your eyesight?

MR MAQUBELA: After I was teargassed, my eyes are damaged, this is why I am wearing glasses.

ADV SANDI: This female Doctor that you referred to, what did she say to you, what did she diagnose?

MR MAQUBELA: My one eye was badly damaged as I was beaten up. This Doctor was writing in Afrikaans. I would
read what she wrote. What she wrote was that we are not complaining and we had not been beaten up.

I said that her report was deceptive. She would write that we are in good health and that we are not complaining. I
would ask and try to dispute this, she said that she is a Doctor and she has got the authority to do so.

ADV SANDI: Do you think that she was a policeman?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, I think she was a policeman.

ADV SANDI: Therefor to her it did not matter that you were in bad shape, she took it very lightly? Therefor she
supported everything that was happening to you?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes, I believe so.

ADV SANDI: Is that all the evidence that you have Mr Maqubela before we proceed to Mr Peter?

MR MAQUBELA: Yes. I think that we should get some form of compensation because my home was damaged.
Because the police that were taken from East London that took photographs, they did nothing about this, my home was
destroyed.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Maqubela. Mr Peter?

Please come closer to the mike Mr Peter. You were also arrested in February 1986 in Stutterheim?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were you a member of the Youth Congress in Stutterheim?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where were you arrested?

MR PETER: In Stutterheim I was not taken from home, but from another house.



ADV SANDI: Who arrested you?

MR PETER: Dion Oates, Sipho Ntebe and Swanepoel.

ADV SANDI: These are the men that have been mentioned here?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did you know them prior to your arrest?

MR PETER: I would see them around the township.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us what happened.

MR PETER: They arrested me on the 20th of February at about 2 am. I had been sleeping. I was sleeping at my friend's
place because I heard that the police were looking for me.

They got there, I don't know how they got into the house. They woke me up, they said that this is the person. There were
a whole lot of people. Somebody identified me. I got up, they had a sjambok.

Dion Oates was beating me up with the sjambok. They handcuffed me, there were a whole lot of people and my mother
was amongst these people.

My grandmother was there as well, she did not even have shoes on. They were looking for other people as well,
youngsters. They had an entire list.

My mother was told to go home because I had been found. Then she went home. I went with my grandmother and we
went to look for Datini Bhevu. We went to his house and he was not found there.

He was found in another house at Bongweni. We were both handcuffed. They had walked down the township. We were
put into a police van, they took us to the police station.

I was called. Dion Oates, Sipho Ntebe, Swanepoel was not there at the time. I went with these two police to an office.
The others were taken to the charge office. I was interrogated about a man that was burnt to death.

I said that I was not part of this. They said that I was one of the people that are guilty. Dion Oates beat me up.

ADV SANDI: Could you give us details as to how Dion Oates hit you?

MR PETER: He slapped me, kicked me, punched me. There is a drawer where he kept his documents. He said I must go
under this drawer.

He said I must go under this drawer. I said that I could not go in. Swanepoel then came. He said - Dion then said I must
lie on my back, he had his box, he stood on me and jumped up and down, standing on me.

He said he demanded the truth, I said I don't know anything about this. They both started beating me up. Dion then
pointed a gun on me, he said he would kill me any time. I said, well I don't know anything, you can kill me.

Swanepoel then said I must go to a cell. Sipho Ntebe then said this is the dog. He was saying this to Mkhululi.

He said that I was part of the group. Sipho Ntebe then slapped me. This Betwald Febe was also a policeman. He tried to
ask Sipho why he had beat me up as he had seen that I was swelling up and had already been beaten up.

They took my fingerprints, I was taken into a rubbish truck, I sat in the truck. The other guy also had been beaten up.
We were then taken into the back of this rubbish truck.



We stayed there until three o'clock. We were then taken to Kei Road prison. From there we were taken to court. The
case was postponed, we were then taken to King William's Town.

My co-accused were there. I was sentenced to three years imprisonment. Two years was suspended, I served one year in
jail. The trial lasted 12 months.

ADV SANDI: When were you released?

MR PETER: I cannot remember whether that was in 1988 or 1989.

ADV SANDI: Is that all sir?

MR PETER: Yes, but I am still thinking if I have more evidence.

ADV SANDI: There was a state of emergency in the entire country at the time?

MR PETER: Yes. In Stutterheim - were there boycotts or anything like that in Stutterheim at that time, for example the
consumer boycott?

MR PETER: Yes, there was.

ADV SANDI: Were there any problems in connection with the Councillors for example? What was happening?

MR PETER: In our region, Stutterheim, I can't remember well, this happened a long time ago. The Councillors - there
was a dispute between the community and the Councillors. When we had meetings, they would come and even beat us
up.

ADV SANDI: Are there a lot of people with similar incidents in Stutterheim?

MR PETER: Blakey Maki was shot, we were shot all together. ADV SANDI: Was this the general state of affairs in
Stutterheim?

MR PETER: Yes.

ADV SANDI: This is how people lived?

MR PETER: Yes, it is so.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. I will hand you over to the Chairperson. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton would like to raise a question.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Peter, can you hear me?

MR PETER: Yes, Ma'am, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Peter, in your statement you mentioned that you suffered from depression. Have you had any
treatment for that at all?

MR PETER: No, not at all.

MS CRICHTON: The other thing I wanted to ask you is that you mention too in your statement, that you would be
pleased to meet the perpetrators. How do you feel about the perpetrators?

MR PETER: It is very painful. What they did to me was very hurtful.



MS CRICHTON: But yet you would still like to meet them?

MR PETER: Yes, I would like to meet them but it is not significant.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Peter. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Neliswa, your story was very sad about the atrocities you experienced in prison. In your statement did
you give us the names of the warders that were in charge at the time in the prison?

MS BUSIKA: I did not.

CHAIRMAN: Would you give us the names please?

MS BUSIKA: Yes sir.

CHAIRMAN: Somebody is going to come to you from the Investigative Unit to take down the names when we have
finished.

We thank all of you for your evidence from the battles of Stutterheim. The evidence that you have given before us,
touches us a great deal. However, the story about the bringing up of your baby Nomzamo, Mrs Busika, touched us most
gravely. I think that the person who led evidence already gave a picture of how we all feel about this, we are going to
give Mr Redpath the chance, who is representing some of the people that you have mentioned in your evidence, saying
that they are perpetrators.

Mr Redpath will give us a statement that we have to take into our records. Won't you please step down and we will give
him a chance now.

Mr Redpath, you are not going to be leading any evidence from your clients at this stage, but you would like to make a
statement to us.

MR REDPATH: Please if I may Mr Chairperson. At this stage, there will be no statement or no evidence led by my
clients.

CHAIRMAN: Let's have order. Mr Redpath, we apologise to you very sincerely for this interruption. As you could see
it took us all by surprise, but I am hoping that the police officers who are here, are going to ensure that we will not have
a repetition of the same occurrence. The proceedings of our hearings are supposed to be done in an orderly fashion and
we specifically require from the Safety and Security Ministery that specific security measures are taken to ensure that
things like this do not happen.

We are hoping that the person who is in charge of the police and of the security of his hearing, will ensure that this
doesn't happen again.

MR REDPATH: As the Committee pleases. Mr Chairperson, as I have indicated on behalf of my clients, there will be
no statement or evidence at this stage.

We however, do not wish to create the perception that we do not want to be of assistance to this Commission. We most
dearly do wish to be of assistance.

We have had insufficient time and information initially placed at our disposal to investigate the incident, the alleged
incident.

There was additional information made available to us only this morning through yourself Mr Chairman and a great deal
of further investigation in regard to the Stutterheim affairs or battles as you've termed them, need to be done.

In respect of the evidence of Busika, I would wish to draw a distinction. Obviously what this witness alleges happened
to her whilst she was busy serving her prison sentence, I do not understand that evidence to implicate my clients, the



police, in any way.

I hold no brief for anyone other than the police, so our investigations will be limited only to that aspect of her evidence
which implicates them.

If my understanding in this regard is incorrect, then we would appreciate being advised of that fact timeously if at all
possible.

Further in regard to Busika and Maqubela, it is Maqubela who spoke of a trial within a trial. I am instructed that these
versions which these two witnesses placed before the Committee this morning, are most probably and I must stress this,
most probably, the same versions that were placed on their behalf before the trial court, in the trial within a trial.

I cannot verify that at this stage, that is one of the aspects why we need time to investigate and see whether it is the same
incident. Mr Chairperson, if indeed it is the same incident, then with respect I would refer the Committee to the trial
record in that case.

It would have been the Supreme court of the Eastern Cape Provincial Division sitting on circuit in East London. Mr
Chairperson, in regard to this specific incident, I have nothing further to add to the record at this stage.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Redpath. Just to give you clarity on the matter of Neliswa Busika.

You are representing Mr Dion Oates.

MR REDPATH: I am representing Oates, Swanepoel, Ntebe I understand is deceased, and in the letters presented to us
there is a Mr Peters. On the information given to us he is apparently the one who gave certain orders at one stage.

There may be an identification problem with regard to him at a later stage, so I am unwilling to disclose whether such a
Mr Peters actually exists by that name, at this stage.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I was referring you to the matter of Neliswa Busika, specifically because I want us to draw a
distinction between two alleged perpetrators in that regard.

There are those which are mentioned in the statement which relate to the pre-trial period, the detention and the pre-trial
period and I think Mrs Neliswa Busika said in her testimony that she has not provided us at this stage with the prison
officials.

MR REDPATH: That is correct.

CHAIRMAN: So, we do not have that information, so as soon as she has informed us who the perpetrators are, we are
going to then inform them and we understand that you do not have a brief for those people at this stage, because they are
not on record.

Indeed, perhaps when she gives us the name, they may approach somebody to represent them, not necessarily yourself.

MR REDPATH: Correct, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: We are not contemplating making a finding at this stage on any of the perpetrators mentioned in the four
testimonies we have listened to.

We understand that you are going to apply your mind to what you have heard and decide whether you want to make a
statement to us or not. If we are contemplating making the finding, which is detrimental to your clients whom you have
mentioned, we will definitely inform them through your office.

MR REDPATH: Mr Chairperson, I don't know if this is the correct forum, but might I request that a typed copy of the
evidence as given by the witnesses, be made available to us?



CHAIRMAN: Indeed, you will have to approach our office in writing and we will translate the information to the
relevant office.

Thank you very much Mr Redpath.

MR REDPATH: Thank you Mr Chairman.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Bulukazi George. Georgina Nomvuyo Magai Marai. Bulukazi George, Georgina Nomvuyo Marai.
What is your name Sir.

CHIEF MARAI: I’m Chief.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

BULUKAZI ELSIE GEORGE: (sworn states)

CHIEF MARAI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Mrs George, what is your clan name ?

MRS GEORGE: .MAXENE(?).......................

MR SANDI: I thought you were going to say you don’t have a clan name because of your surname. Thank you. You
have told us about the disorder that was in your area at that time. If you could give us a picture.

MRS GEORGE: It was in 1985, August, it was 85, August. It was the 15th. I was at work, when I got home my child
had already left. The previous day when he was trying to go to school, he realized that there was disorder. He concluded
that he was not going to go to school that particular day because there was a boycott on. I used to, I’d ask him to plant
flowers for me. I told him that my parents were going to come and if they do come, he must phone me. They came at
about 10, he phoned. I told him to take them to town by the OK’s, I’d meet them there. I’d leave my work at 12, at 11 I
asked them to leave the house and go and meet me at the OK’s. I was going to help my parents with their bank accounts
in town. At 12 I started walking down. When I started walking down. When I got towards the OK I saw my parent
towards, at the Allied , standing there with a child from our neighbours. I asked my parents when, where Thembelakhe
was. They said that the police had taken him. The police came, apparently, when he was giving them tea. Apparently
they pushed him out of the house and left with him.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Ma’am. You say that there was a boycott and, were the children at home ?

MRS GEORGE: Yes, they were at home, they did not go to school.

MR SANDI: And then the police came to fetch these children ?

MRS GEORGE: Yes.



MR SANDI: What happened to the child. Was he taken to hospital ?

MRS GEORGE: I did not go on the Thursday to check the child, I went on the second day. I went at 7 in the morning.
For about 2 hours I was given no direction about my child. I said I’d brought him food and clothing. They said that he
was full. He’d taken porridge and coffee. I phoned to pass on a message that my husband should go to the police and
find out what’s happening. The next door neightbour’s child said that somebody from Grey hospital phoned. They did
not know who it was that called. The call said that my son was in Grey Hospital. I went there, he was indeed there. I was
told that I could not see my child. I don’t remember the nurse’s name. I insisted that I was going to go, my child
belonged to me, not to the police. I went in. The police were standing above my child. The police said that I cannot go
in because I’d put him in trouble. I insisted, I wanted to know how my child was and what had happened. The
policeman refused. A nurse and a doctor came in. They said that my child has been transferred to East London. I was
asked to stand at the side. After a short while they got out. I tried to call out to my son, he could not speak, he did not
respond. His hands looked paralyzed. I called out to him, he had a scar, he’d, I could see there was internal bleeding on
the forehead. He wet himself, when the ambulance stopped that was going to transfer him to, to East London, because I
said I’d go with him so that when I get to East London I could align myself with my family, I had family in East
London. At that moment my child died. They’d taken him on the Thursday, he died on the Friday.

MR SANDI: Did you consult any attorneys ?

MRS GEORGE: Yes, van Heerden but Smith is the man who was handling the whole case.

MR SANDI: Did they get the details.

MRS GEORGE: No. The case did not go far. We did not even get a death certificate because the police said, un..
(.....industinct) the police said that I would get the death certificate from the attorneys.

MR SANDI: Therefore the attorneys did not go far as you said.

MRS GEORGE: No, they didn’t. When I’d ask for Smith, I would be told that he wasn’t, he’s not there, every time I
went there.

MR SANDI: So you buried the child while...

MRS GEORGE: It was difficult to prepare for the funeral because it came suddenly. We had no money.

MR SANDI: Were the police present at the funeral ?

MRS GEORGE: They did not do anything funny at the funeral. What they did is they tried to stop my stepchildren to
attend the funeral. They were asked how they were related to us.

MR SANDI: The story is sad Ma’am, where your child is taken, making tea at home. I trust that by divulging this
information to us heals at least some of the pain. What would be your requests to the President ?

MRS GEORGE: The pain will never subside. My mother died immediately after that.

MR SANDI: Maybe you may have requests that you can take before the State President.

MRS GEORGE: Well, I cannot ask for anything in particular, but if there’s any compensation, I will accept it.

MR SANDI: Do you have a tombstone ?

 

MRS GEORGE: No, we do not have money.



MR SANDI: Thank you. Maybe after I finish the gentleman next to you, you, maybe you’ll be asked questions by the
Chairperson. Chief Marai, what are you ?

CHIEF MARAI: I’m Sotho.

MR SANDI: Please tell us briefly, what is it that you would like to say before the Commission ?

CHIEF MARAI: I think my mother gave in her statement. I don’t think it will differ much from what I’m going to say,
because I was the one who told them everything in 1982 when I was in Lesotho. This happened at night. My brother
also got hurt there. My brother was beaten that night when I found out that he’d been beaten up there by the soldiers.
I’m not going to say much and say, because I saw those people. The house that I lived in was close to the road. We
heard bullet sounds, bombs. In the flat that we stayed in, we heard something flying, it sounded like a helicopter. After it
had passed on, our Landlord came and said that we should not get out.

MR SANDI: Were these men in exile ?

CHIEF MARAI: Yes, they were.

( The speaker’s mike is not on.)

MR SANDI: Was this man, did he live there ?

CHIEF MARAI: He was in exile, he as member of the ANC.

MR SANDIU: Therefore he was just in exile there?

CHIEF MARAI: Yes, he was. That’s how he died, yes.

MR SANDI: They were buried ?

CHIEF MARAI: Yes, in December.

MR SANDI: Was he buried at the Hero’s Acre ?

CHIEF MARAI: Yes, they were buried in Lesotho.

MR SANDI: Was Mr Thembo at the funeral ?

CHIEF MARAI: Yes, he was.

MR SANDI: How should your family be helped ? Did this, did he have children?

CHIEF MARAI: No, he didn’t, but he was still at school.

MR SANDI: Who supports your mother ?

CHIEF MARAI: She’s on pension but she left for Cape Town on Friday. I thought I should come here, as I was present
in Lesotho.

MR SANDI: Your request ?

CHIEF MARAI: I never thought about it, but a parent gets something from his or her own child but my parents did not
get that chance because my bother was taken away.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Sir. I’ll hand over to you Mr Chairperson. Mr Chairperson, you seem very kind to-day, this
afternoon, for giving me the opportunity to thank these people.



CHAIRPERSON: Mrs George, a lot of times people cannot fathom the pain that took place in this area by hooligans
who were murdering people. Most of them are denying this. We would like to say to you, the blood that was shed made
a contribution to the liberation that we have to-day. This is why you’re able to be here to-day and to tell your story. I
hope you’ll be comforted by coming here. Thembalakhe, you were brave for having left this country because you were
in the struggle for liberation. You have counted Comrade Thambo as one of the people who risked his life and went to
pay respects to those that had passed on in sacrifice. I hope that comforted you. Also, the Lesotho Government
endeavoured to put up respectable tombstones. We thank you, Thembolani and the others that were there, for your
bravery Please tell your mother that we are going to take her requests before the State President so that he can see what
he can do for you. Thank you. Your requests are written down on statements.

MRS GEORGE: Can we not see the perpetrators, because this is the only time I can be comforted, because now we’re
blaming the whole police force and it’s not all of them.

CHAIRPERSON: We are investigating the matter, some come, some are revealed, some are not. Thank you.

MRS GEORGE: I will never have peace in my heart, I want to see the perpetrator and I want to talk to him. Thank you.
We want to know who took our children’s lives at such a tender age.

 

----------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We thank Revd Ngacha. Thank you for opening for us in prayer. As we are about to listen to the Border
Region witnesses. Ms Maya will give us today's order.

INTERPRETER: The speaker's mike is not on.

MS MAYA: Honourable Presiding Commissioner, I present to you this morning a list of all witnesses who have applied
to appear before the Human Rights Violations Committee of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee in the order in
which they will appear.

We are covering today four magisterial districts which are King William's Town, Stutterheim, Dimbaza and Peelton.

I will first read out the name of the witness who will be testifying, then the name of the victim, then the nature of the
violation, the area in which in occurred or the area from which the people come and the year during which the violation
occurred.

First on our list we have Nomzi Vivie Guzana, about Onward Guzana, murdered in King William's Town in 1991.
Nomafakathi Sebe, about Charles Sebe, murdered in King William's Town in 1991. Lizo Nabo, about himself, severe
ill-treatment in King William's Town in 1991; Thyline Nene, about Steven Nene, tortured in King William's Town in
1990; Nonkululeko Gladys Madikane, about Carrington Mcoseleli Madikane, murdered in King William's Town in
1992; Notakumani Lena Nana, about Desmond Nana, murdered in Stutterheim in 1986; Mvuzo Bazi, about himself,
tortured in Stutterheim in 1985; Neliswa Nonhunha Dyantyi Busika about herself and her daughter, severe ill-treatment
in Stutterheim in 1985 up to 1986; Nodida Jane Zamkana, about herself, tortured in Stutterheim in 1986; Khayalethu
Hela, about himself, attempted murder in Stutterheim in 1985; Koko Godana about Joseph Mzingaye Godana, murdered
in Stutterheim in 1986; Nobendiba Nolifisi Xhalisile, about herself, severe ill-treatment in Stutterheim in 1985; Wonke
Wthiel Maqubela, about himself, tortured in Stutterheim in 1985; Vuyani Tweni, about himself, tortured in Stutterheim
in 1986; Wayliese Peter, about himself, tortured in Stutterheim in 1986; Mzwabantu Ngxokela, about himself, tortured
in Stutterheim in 1987; Mateyisi Ndondo, about Mbulelo Ndondo, murdered in Stutterheim in 1985; Mthunzi
Wellington Tyakume, about Dumalisile Sydney Tyakume, murdered in Dimbaza in 1977; Boyce Mtyobile, about
himself, severe ill-treatment in Peelton, 1990 up to 1992; Meyile Malcomeso Siwayi, about himself, severe ill-treatment
in Peelton in 1991; Stanley Rhojz about himself, severe ill-treatment in King William's Town in 1992. That is our list,
Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. We are going to give reverence to those who passed away. Won't we all please get up for a
moment of silence.

We remember today Onward Guzana, Charles Sebe, Carrington Mcoseleli Madikane, Desmond Nana, Joseph Mzingaye
Gadana, Mbulelo Ndondo, Dumalisile Sydney Tyakume. May they rest in peace Lord, and please give them eternal life,



Amen.

We requested that Mr Ngonyama give us a brief political comment, however, he is not here yet, so we are going to carry
on with our witnesses. Can Nomzi Vivie Guzana and Nomafakathi Sebe come forward please.

Mrs Guzana and Mrs Sebe, we welcome you here today before the Commission. We are going to request that Revd
Xundu swear you in.

NOMZI VIVIE GUZANA: (sworn states)

NOMAFAKATHI SEBE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Ntsiki Sandi will lead evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Guzana and Mrs sebe, as I look at your statements before us, you are
going to speak on behalf of your husbands whose names were already mentioned.

They were murdered in January 1991. This happened between Stutterheim and King William's Town. Is that so, Ma'am?

You agreed that it is Mrs Guzana who will give most of the evidence, is that so?

MRS GUZANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Guzana, before you start, you said that you asked for extra minutes, because your evidence is quite
long. Where are you going to start, are you going to start when these gentlemen were in the Transkei before they came
here or are you going to start before they went to Transkei?

MRS GUZANA: I am going to start from the time before they went to Transkei.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Guzana, can we proceed then?

MRS GUZANA: I would like first to express my gratitude to the Commission as a whole for allowing us this
opportunity to speak for the first time because in the beginning things were said about my husband and Mr Sebe and we
could not contest them, we were never given the opportunity, so our being allowed to be here has restored our status as
citizens of this country.

I am going to start in 1990, the last Thursday before the Easter Weekend, when my husband was called to the official
residence of Brigadier Gqozo.

I don't know what they discussed, but in the evening, actually at night, that Thursday, his bodyguards came to the house
that we were occupying to take away his arms, saying they were afraid that he may kill himself.

Then I said they would rather give another reason because my husband had never been suicidal. When he came back, he
told me of a quarrel between them, a disagreement because he was - he had suggested that the people who had been
detained on the day of the coup, should be charged or released.

And they disagreed over that. Then when we woke up the following morning, our telephone line had been cut. We were
not allowed to go out of the gate. At about ten that Friday, Good Friday morning, Brigadier Gqozo's bodyguard and the
Commander General of the Police Force arrived at our house. They had brought a resignation form which my husband
had either to sign or to accept being arrested.

He chose to be arrested and they took him away. Thirty minutes later, they brought him back, he said he had been taken
to the parliamentary buildings but before they could get in, they stopped outside and explained to him that if he chose a
resignation, at least he would have the opportunity of planning his life.



But ...

ADV SANDI: Before I disturb you, did they give reasons for having arrested him?

MRS GUZANA: They were arresting him because he was refusing to resign. Then if he chose the resignation, he would
have the opportunity of planning his life, but if he went inside the parliamentary buildings, nobody knew what would
happen to him and so they pleaded with him that he should resign and so he resigned.

When they brought him back to the house, they said they were giving us one hour to vacate the house. We stayed at my
sister's place in Pagamisa then two weeks later, at night on a Friday, we heard footsteps around the house. It was quiet
for a moment and then after that, two soldiers knocked at the door. When a child opened the door, a firearm was pointed
at her and she had to run behind the chairs.

The soldier in front moved his pistol around the chairs and when he located my husband, he cocked his pistol. When he
asked what was happening, they instructed him to go out with them. Then we realised that the house had been
surrounded by soldiers.

I heard them shouting that he should lay on his stomach in a 4 x 4 that was standing outside. They took him away, he
was detained for about four weeks and was released without being charged and without any restrictions.

After that he was detained again towards the end of July, during the June school holidays. When they detained him for
the second time, I wrote a letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, P.W. Botha, I took the letter with my lawyer to the
Embassy. The Embassy supported my letter and they made arrangements that with my lawyer, we would fly to Pretoria,
they had arranged a meeting with P.W. Botha.

They were supporting my letter because they said they had been informed by the family of one member of the Defence
Force who was also in detention, who had been in detention, that the Ciskei Defence Force was training people near
Zilene to be hitmen.

Because the contents of my letter was that I feared that my husband would be killed. But before we could go to Pretoria,
they told me that a retired member of the South African Defence Force was an advisor to Brigadier Gqozo and he
always came here on Thursdays, so they would fax the letter to him, so that when he came on Thursday, he would
address this with Brigadier Gqozo.

I never heard again from them. The only time I heard from them, was on the first day when the schools reopened in
July. When a man was sent to my school with two letters. One to my principal and one to myself. I was being
discharged from my services as a teacher.

And the man had been instructed that he shouldn't leave the premises before I left. So I had to drive and recollect myself
outside the gates and he waited patiently.

The letter that discharged me, was accompanied by a copy of the letter that I had written to P.W. Botha. He never
responded to me, the only response I got was from the Military Council discharging me on the basis of the letter I had
written to him.

If I go back to the first detention, when I challenged that detention, because as a senior member of the

Defence Force, he was supposed to be arrested by Senior members of the Police Force, two Senior members of the
Security Police signed statements that they had made the arrests, and I couldn't have mistaken them, because one of
them was our neighbour in Bisho, but they signed letters that they had arrested him and so I lost the case.

At the end of the three months of the second detention, he was charged with high treason with his brother who was also
a member of the Defence Force. I had a problem, I had to pay R5 000-00 for his bail. The money was ready but nobody
was prepared to accept it, so after being charged, he had to remain in prison for three days because at the Magistrate's



office in Bisho they didn't want to take the money, they sent me to the prison in Mdantsane and again there nobody
wanted to take the money.

It took one prison warder who travelled with us to Zwelitsha and told them that they had to accept the money and he
was released. He had to report to the police station every Friday.

Then on the last Friday before he was going to appear the next Monday, not on Friday, but the last week before he was
going to appear the following week, soldiers started looking for him. He went to stay with his brother in Pedi.

On a Wednesday of that week, I went to him with a packed suitcase and some money and told him to leave the country
because the soldiers were searching for him everywhere. He came with us to King William's Town, we got the contact
person who was going to take him out of the country but 30 minutes later, they returned and he said he wanted to go to
court because that is where he would defend himself.

But again the soldiers looked for him and on that Friday when he had to report to the police station, he didn't go because
there was a police vehicle that was standing outside the police station, waiting for him because when his brother went to
report, they said they were not waiting for the Guzana.

So again on that Friday his brother was approached by members of the Defence Force who asked him to sign a
document according to which, if he testified against his brother the following Monday, he would get his salary for all
the months that he was out of work and he would get a promotion, and he signed that document and when I told my
husband about that, he decided to leave.

So we left for the Transkei. Two weeks after being in Transkei Howza gave a statement on TV confessing on his plans
with my husband to overthrow Brigadier Gqozo and he said they would get assistance from General Holomisa who was
a friend of my husband.

What was strange in that was that the SABC had released a video cassette speaking in Transkei in 1987, where they had
gone to play against the Transkei Defence Force as a token of friendship after the military council had come to power in
the Transkei, but the context of that speech which was friendship, was used in 1990 to support Howza's statement that
my husband was a friend of Holomisa and so together they would overthrow Brigadier Gqozo.

I couldn't understand the SABC. Then my husband met with Mr Sebe before Christmas when he came to fetch me and
Nomafakathi to go to Durban for the December holidays. When they came back in January, the second week of January,
they arrived during the week, I think it was on a Thursday, then on Sunday there were visitors, it was Mlandeli Kula,
whom we thought was an ex-member of the Defence Force with a Mr Nohashe who was a mayor of Fort Beaufort and a
Mr Nazo also from Fort Beaufort.

I don't know what they discussed but from my husband, they had - Kula had been sent by the soldiers to say they wanted
to stage a coup but they would only do that if my husband would agree to be Chairman after the coup.

This was followed by other meetings and in this meeting Mr Nohashe was there according to my husband, because he
was the man who was accommodating Kula because he was not staying at home, he was afraid of the soldiers and he
was supporting his family.

I had to go back to Stutterheim where I was teaching. When I came back on the Friday of the 25th, January 1991, my
husband had gone to Ezibeleni with Mr Sebe and they were already driving the Jetta that had been hired by Mr
Nohashe.

Then he said they were going to come to Ciskei the following day, on a Saturday. That Saturday morning Kula phoned
at 10 am to confirm that they were coming and to say it was raining so they should be warmly dressed.

They left at about six in the evening, then it was in the morning at about ten that we heard from the radio that there had
been a failed coup attempt in Ciskei. Immediately I told myself that if what they had gone for, had failed, then he was
arrested and he would take it as a man.



As a result when Titi Matanzima came to tell us that my husband had been killed, I didn't hear him, because I knew that
he had come to tell us that he had been arrested and if he had been arrested, then he is going to take it as a man.

It took him, he had to say it for the second time for me to understand that he was saying he had been killed. And the
inquest followed. For me to come to Ciskei, the members of my family had to negotiate with Gqozo for three days to
allow me to come to Ciskei. When I arrived, we went to identify his body at the police mortuary in Mdantsane. When
we arrived there, the place was full of school kids wearing navy blue tunics.

And they were being shown Mr Sebe's body. I didn't see his body but I gathered from what they were saying that his
face was disfigured and he was darker than they knew him. And my sister and myself told the police that that was our
person that they were showing to the school kids and the children were taken away, driven out of the yard.

We called the Sebe's to inform them about that. At the inquest the soldiers testified that their plan had been planned by
Ciskei soldiers because they wanted to kill my husband and Mr Sebe because they believed they were enemies of
Brigadier Gqozo.

My husband was supposed to be picked up by a Mr Mguzulwa who was a member of the Defence Force in Stutterheim.
They would only pick him up if everything had gone well.

Then one evidence by a Rifleman Xotyeni unfortunately for him, he was the only one who said something that was
different from the other soldiers, because according to his testimony he had seen Sergeant Ralo and Mguzulwa driving
from Stutterheim reporting to the soldiers that the Jetta was not at the spot where they were going to meet, drove
towards King William's Town and they later drove again towards Stutterheim.

Then he said in the early hours of Sunday the 28th, he was awoken by some noise made by the soldiers and he noticed
there and then that the bakkie driven by Ralo, was driving down the (indistinct) from Stutterheim with a flashing blue
light on top.

And again what was strange, he said the soldiers who were manning the roadblock were not standing on the road
surface, but they were laying in trenches along the sides of the road. Then when the bakkie approached, he noticed that
he was followed by this red Jetta.

When they arrived at the roadblock, they stopped there, Ralo and Mguzulwa got out of their car, crossed the road
towards Rifleman Xotyeni who was in a buffel.

Once they had crossed the road, they started shooting at the red car. The Jetta reversed and when through the roadblock,
safely enough not to hit the bakkie that was in front. It drove for 50 kilometres from the roadblock, in a zigzag and it
was explained that the zigzag was a means of escaping being hit by the bullets.

Then somewhere it left the road and it went into the field. Rifleman Xotyeni said immediately Ralo ran to him and said
to drive him to that car in the field. When they arrived there, Ralo got off the buffel, approached the red Jetta and he
says after that he drove back to the roadblock.

When asked why he was leaving Ralo there, he said because he was scared. Why was he scared? Because he was
watching somebody being killed. Who was being killed? It was Colonel Guzana. Who was killing him? I don't know.

But who were with you in the field? It was General Ralo and Colonel Guzana. The finding of the inquest was that the
Judge expressed his sorrow that Rifleman Xotyeni the only person who had given evidence that was reliable, he last
gave his evidence on a Monday, by Saturday of that week he was dead.

And he allegedly died in an accident inside the military base at (indistinct). I couldn't understand that. Well after
contradicting statements, or again I find that the decision of the Judge unacceptable, because he says Xotyeni was the
only person who gave a reliable evidence.

He said the other witnesses of the Defence Force was unreliable, but in making his decisions, he said if my husband was



shot at a roadblock, he couldn't find that the soldiers were committing a crime in killing him at a roadblock, but the
reliable evidence says he was killed in the field.

Then again the State employed a Dr Trollop as a pathologist, who admitted at the inquest that he never qualified, he was
never trained as a pathologist, but the State allowed him to dissect my husband from the throat down. What he was
looking for, I don't know.

Because although he cut his body, he never commented about a single wound on his body. His death certificate said he
died of head injuries. But he never said where those head injuries were. We couldn't even demonstrate in court how one
looks for head injuries in a head with hear like my husband's. He had to be shown in court.

He identified exit wounds as entrance wounds. The two fatal wounds on top of my husband's head, he never saw them.
Then we hired a family pathologist who gave a different version, that there were three fatal wounds. One was at the
back in the area of the kidneys and he said if that had been the first shot, he couldn't have driven the car from the
roadblock, but the fact that he drove that car meant that he was well, he had not been hit yet.

Then the two other wounds from the top of his head, he should have died within minutes after those wounds. And for a
man of his height, he couldn't have been standing when those shots were fired. And if he was inside the car, there was
no telling bullet holes on the body of the car which suggested that he was in a kneeling position when he was killed.

And he said he must not have been killed on the road, he must have been killed in the field. Which corresponded with
Rifleman Xotyeni's evidence.

ADV SANDI: Who was the family pathologist?

MRS GUZANA: A Doctor Wagner from the Orange Free State.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

MRS GUZANA: Again I would like to go back to Ralo because Ralo had been my husband's bodyguard and he knew
that he was trusted by my husband. When President Mandela came to the Ciskei in 1990, I asked Ralo about my
husband's safety. He lifted up his jersey and showed me his waist. His belt was full of hand grenades.

And he said if Colonel was threatened in any way, I would die before him. When I told my husband that he was
impressed. And so I think when Ralo was sent to Stutterheim to meet my husband, they knew that they were sending
somebody whom he trusted and he denied that.

ADV SANDI: Nazo who was together with Mr Nohashe, the one who said he was a Mayor, do you know his full
names?

MRS GUZANA: No, I don't know them.

ADV SANDI: We met two or three Nazo's in the statements we received. Can you please physically describe him?

MRS GUZANA: Well, he had some weight, light complexioned, what I noticed about him was his uncomfortable
position, he was sweating and he complained about his high blood and he drink a lot of blood, that is what I know about
him and I wouldn't know why he was involved in that. And when the others went for the meeting, he didn't join them,
they said he was a civilian.

Then again my husband's position in that field, there was a video cassette that was played in the inquest, is in three
positions, he is in four positions actually. One position he has got his head leaning against the right window and I
couldn't understand why that window was closed because they couldn't have shot, fired at the roadblock with a window
closed. It should have been opened, but it was closed.

The next position, he is leaning against the passenger seat, the third one, he is leaning over the steering wheel, the forth



one he is laying on the ground, but when he arrived at the District Surgeon, he was already naked.

Some of his property I haven't recovered yet. He had an expensive wrist watch that had been given to him by Chinese
visitors, while they were still in the military council, that has never been given back to me. The money that he had in his
purse, in his wallet, was never there.

Again there was a statement - an announcement - that it was claimed he would have made at Radio Ciskei where it bore
his signature and it was proved, I proved it that it was not his signature, and Maqonwolo who had been a journalist of
Umtombo here in Bisho, agreed in court that he had written the statement and signed my husband's signature but that
was used as a reason for his killing.

Again in his executive case, he had a diary where he had filled in all the dates that they were supposed to have come for
the coup. He had scratched several Fridays, that diary was never shown in court, in stead they showed a new one for
1991, written in pencil, my husband never even used a pencil, except if they were having an intake at the Defence Force,
otherwise he never used a pencil.

ADV SANDI: Before we can continue, let us hear from Mrs Sebe. Do you have children Mr Guzana?

MRS GUZANA: Yes, we do.

ADV SANDI: How old are they?

MRS GUZANA: One is 20, one is going to be 14 in June and the other one has just turned 10.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us how this affected your children?

MRS GUZANA: The older one, when we left for Transkei, soldiers used to come, it was the Security Police, they used
to come to our house and question here in the garage. She was involved in a way because like our clothes, she had to
smuggle our clothes to Transkei, taking a risk.

Then after my husband's death, the older one could understand it, the younger one was only four, but the boy was eight
and he had been very close to his father. Up to today, he never mentions his father's name. He actually pleaded with me
not to come here.

He pleaded with me not to come here because he doesn't like all this publicity.

ADV SANDI: Mr Guzana, before we proceed to Mrs Sebe, do you have requests to the Commission today concerning
this matter?

MRS GUZANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You've mentioned some of your requests in your statement. I would like you to repeat them.

MRS GUZANA: The first request because I have kids whom I have to provide with a home and other needs, I need
compensation. Again I would like my son to be counselled and again because my husband - Gqozo refused to discharge
him, although they had forced him to resign, they refused to discharge him as a member of the Defence Force, which
means when he died, he was still a full member of the Defence Force, so I deserve everything that should be accorded to
a widow of a member of the Defence Force, including the support of my children.

I demand those because they refused to discharge him.

ADV SANDI: You've made a request concerning Dr Trollop. You want to know who authorized him to perform a post-
mortem on your husband, is that correct?

MRS GUZANA: Yes, I would like to know how, knowing that he was not a pathologist, how they could allow him to
touch my husband's body.



ADV SANDI: You've also mentioned another request that you would like to know who killed your husband is that
correct?

Thank you Mrs Guzana. If you missed out something, you will get a change when my colleagues ask you questions. Let
us now go to Mrs Sebe.

Mrs Sebe, is there something that you would like to clarify or add in connection with Mrs Guzana's evidence?

MRS SEBE: Yes, although our stories are the same, there is something that I would like to add. I think it just differs.
My husband managed to run away from the roadblock.

He stayed home night and day after having run away from the roadblock. He got to Dwashu the following night. People
were looking for him everywhere, in helicopters and cars. Brigadier Gqozo appeared on TV being asked that as Charles
Sebe had run away, what is going to happen?

Then Brigadier Gqozo said "seek and destroy" and then yet again, another difference between my testimony and Mrs
Guzana's is that my husband survived the roadblock, got to Dwashu and was still well. He said he had wounds that were
very painful. I think one around the ribs.

I think it was difficult for him to breathe.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Sebe, what is this Dwashu, is it a surname or a village?

MRS SEBE: It is a surname. My husband knew about this home, because he went to school in Zileni, so he knew the
schools there.

ADV SANDI: Did you meet with the Dwashu people and did they tell you what happened after he arrived there? Or did
perhaps divulge anything to them?

MRS SEBE: No, not at the time. I was not there, but I did hear that Mr Dwashu said that after Charles arrived, he
wanted to take him to the clinic, but Charles refused because he knew he was hiding away.

But we all don't know how he was going to leave the Dwashu home. However, Mr Dwashu realised that the had to take
him to a clinic because there was nothing else he could do for him.

ADV SANDI: Was there a post-mortem performed on him?

MRS SEBE: Similar to Mrs Guzana's. Dr Trollop said he had died of gunshot wounds and head injuries. However, all
this happened while I was still in Transkei and it was clear I was not going to be able to come to the Ciskei.

We were scared that something would happen to me. Somebody phoned me from the Ciskei, a family member, saying
that I should remain in the Transkei and not come in the Ciskei. All this information we got in bits and pieces and we
didn't know where it all comes from.

Therefore, I did not come over to the Ciskei even though my husband was in danger. It is sad that we incriminated my
husband, because as a family we could not come here to the Ciskei and support him.

We decided to cremate his body and have a memorial service in Transkei. I was able to see the corps in Cambridge.

ADV SANDI: Were you able to perform a second post-mortem?

MRS SEBE: No.

ADV SANDI: How old are your children?



MRS SEBE: I have children who are quite grown up. The eldest is not married and the other was still at home. The my
last born son who was at UCT, passed away.

ADV SANDI: As we are going to conclude this evidence, how did your husband's death affect your family? As he was
killed like a dog, surely this must have affected you gravely?

MRS SEBE: My husband was well and alive. He never took any medication, no diabetes, no hypertension, he was well
and alive, a healthy man.

His death was not through his illness. His life was cut short through murder.

ADV SANDI: These three men that Mrs Guzana mentioned, according to your statement you said that your husband
told you that these men were there.

MRS SEBE: Yes, whilst we were still back in Durban on holiday, I think my husband would phone them because he
had told me about them. I did not know them and I did not want to know them, because I had a fear within me.

ADV SANDI: What was he saying about these men?

MRS SEBE: He said that these men also wanted to come to Ciskei and everything would have been prepared for them
for the coup.

My husband did not want to divulge all. As a policeman he did not come home and divulge everything that happened at
work. Even if I had asked him or not, even if I was there with him, he was not going to divulge everything to me,
because it is a norm in the Xhoza culture.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests before the Commission? ... (tape ends)

MRS SEBE: My husband was alive, even if my children are old, grown up. I am not working. If my husband was still
alive, somebody would be supporting me.

I am supporting myself and it is difficult, but God lives. And God supports me. I lost everything. I had to sell most of
the things that my husband had left for me, because I have to buy food, I have to go to the Doctor when I am ill, I have
to buy clothing. I have to fix up my environment, all these things cost money.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Guzana, thank you Mrs Sebe. I am going to hand over to the Chairperson. If there is
anything you've left out, perhaps the Chairperson would be asking you questions.

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Guzana, there are a few things here that under normal circumstances I am sure you would have
gone to an Attorney with. You were unfairly dismissed, there were statements made by a journalist that were inaccurate,
the SABC made statements that were from three years previously, or showed pictures from three years previously.

So my question to you is, did you ever approach an Attorney to deal with these matters?

MRS GUZANA: I did not because when my husband was detained, it meant we are not going to get his salary and when
I was discharged, my salary was given half the salary for that month and I stayed a year without my pensions, because
the Act according to which I had been discharged, did not exist in the Department of Education.

And they did not know how to calculate the pensions and the lawyer that I had then, did not advise me to that effect and
even after the death of my husband, the lawyer asked me to find an Advocate and I couldn't finance that. I went to the
Council of Churches, that is where I was advised that even if I had money, I couldn't employ an Advocate on my own.
So I think I was ill-advised.

MS CRICHTON: And then just one other question. The Judge that dealt with that case, what was his name?



MRS GUZANA: It was Judge Claassens.

MS CRICHTON: Judge Claassens? Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN: Mrs Guzana, you say that you would like to make it clear that your deceased husband never planned a
coup but was lured into a trap so that he could be killed.

Who do you think in your own mind, was responsible for the entire operation, the entire plan?

MRS GUZANA: It was Mlandeli Kula. Because he even used me to get to my husband.

CHAIRMAN: Was he working for the Ciskei Defence Force? What exactly was his job?

MRS GUZANA: He was a soldier, but he said that he had been dismissed.

CHAIRMAN: Just refresh my memory again, what was the outcome of the inquest?

MRS GUZANA: The outcome was that there was no coup planned by the deceased, the coup was planned from inside
and it was simply a plan to lure them into a trap, simply to be killed.

CHAIRMAN: That is the finding of the inquest?

MRS GUZANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: But the Judge failed to find anybody responsible for that?

MRS GUZANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Referring back to the SABC, we are going to the hearing here, the media hearing, we will be evaluating
valuations, where the media partook in this matters?

MRS GUZANA: Because of the bad relationship that had been there between the Sebe's and the Matanzima's when the
military government took over, it was suggested that as a token of friendship, the two forces should play some matches
and so my husband as a rugby player, he went there and he spoke on behalf of the Commander of the Ciskei Defence
Force.

The context of the speech was the friendship between the two countries. Then in 1990 when Howza made his
confession, that footage of 1987 was used to substantiate Howza's argument that Holomisa and Guzana were friends,
and it was out of context in 1990.

CHAIRMAN: And this event in 1987 happened before the coup of Ciskei took place?

MRS GUZANA: Excuse me?

CHAIRMAN: The event in 1987 when your husband went over to play rugby in Transkei and had this conversation
with Holomisa, that was before the coup in Ciskei had taken place?

MRS GUZANA: In 1990?

CHAIRMAN: Yes, it was still ...

MRS GUZANA: Yes. The coup was on the 4th of March, 1990.

CHAIRMAN: Okay. Are there questions? We would like to thank you for having come before the Commission to give
us this very sad testimony.



And as your son was saying that this thing should not be publicised, but should be private, we appreciate that you have
come here. The deaths of your husbands is one of the mysteries that we hope the truth will be revealed.

We believe that this country to be able to have reconciliation, must know the truth. There should be no discrepancies in
the history of this country.

I remember as if yesterday, the day your husbands were murdered. It marked a turning point. People realised the
seriousness of the status quo in Ciskei at the time. You have raised a number of questions, and as a Commission we
should get answers.

You have raised a number of atrocities as Mrs Crichton picked out the atrocities - unfair dismissal and things like that.
These things we should go into as a Commission.

Please be patient, we will keep coming back to you for more information. As a Commission, we would like to reveal the
truth so that one day the truth is fully revealed. Thank you very much, you may step down.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: How old are you Mr Jawe.

MR JAWE: I am 22 years old.

CHAIRPERSON: You look pretty young. I thought you were 14, because people under the age of 18 do not appear
before the Commission on their own. Reverend Xundu will swear you in.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Shepherd Lulamile Jawe please get up.

SHEPHERD LULAMILE JAWE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good afternoon Lulamile. You are going to talk about yourself, an incident in
1985 when you were ten years old. Is that so?

MR JAWE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you know what was happening at the time?

MR JAWE: Yes, my family told me.

MS MAYA: Tell us what happened.

MR JAWE: It was 1985 on the 20th of September.

MS MAYA: Please speak up.

MR JAWE: It was 1985 on the 20th of September. We were in the village singing songs, liberation songs. We were
singing moving down the streets. It was at about nine in the evening. As we were singing the police came with torches
and there was teargas and we were shot with rubber bullets.

MS MAYA: What village was this?

MR JAWE: It was Lenge in Alice.

MS MAYA: Please continue.



MR JAWE: When we heard that we were being shot with rubber bullets and that there was teargas we ran away,
jumping over fences. As I was running, jumping over a fence, I fell.

MS MAYA: Please speak up.

MR JAWE: As I was jumping over the fence, because it was at night, I fell. The police got me. Some people, as they
were running, would trample over me. I was beaten with the back of a rifle on my head. I became unconscious. The next
thing I knew I was at Cecilia Makiwane.

MR JAWE: How injured were you?

MR JAWE: On my head, I was injured.

MS MAYA: How long did you stay in hospital for?

MR JAWE: I stayed for two to three months.

MS MAYA: What standard were you doing at the time?

MR JAWE: I was in standard one.

MS MAYA: After you got out of hospital were you able to go back to school?

MR JAWE: Yes, I went back to school the following year. I went and repeated my standard one. I continued until I
finished my matric. I had problems, however. I could not hear properly. I am mentally not well. Apparently I am
deranged.

MS MAYA: Does that happen to you often?

MR JAWE: It happens, but seldom. It use to happen a lot around 1992, 1993.

MS MAYA: Are you getting help from the doctors?

MR JAWE: I use to go for help, because whilst I was at school it use to happen quite a bit, but now I am better. It
happens now even, but seldom.

MS MAYA: Do you think that you still need further treatment?

MR JAWE: Yes, I could use some help.

MS MAYA: Did you see who beat you up? Did you see who hit you with the back of the rifle?

MR JAWE: No, it was at night, but what happened is that as they were hitting us they called out names and I remember
the names. I heard three names.

MS MAYA: Who was it?

MR JAWE: It is Mr Fila, who was a police in Ciskei, a policeman, Mr Ngonyama and Mr Skhephe.

MR JAWE: Did you see them after that?

MR JAWE: I last saw them three years ago.

MS MAYA: You do not know where they are?

MR JAWE: No, I do not know.



MS MAYA: Were they members of the police force in Ciskei?

MR JAWE: Yes.

MS MAYA: And they were stationed in Alice?

MR JAWE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Is that all Lulamile?

MR JAWE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What requests do you have before the Commission?

MR JAWE: I need help, because I am not well. I want to continue with my education, but I cannot because I was
gravely affected mentally. If the Commission could help me and perhaps some form of compensation for myself and my
parents.

MS MAYA: If you would see these police that injured you at such a tender age, what would you say to them?

MR JAWE: I do not know what I would say, because I am still much younger than them, even now. There is nothing I
can do.

MS MAYA: What would you like the Commission to do?

MR JAWE: If the Commission could investigate and arrest them, divulge all.

MS MAYA: You said you finished your matric. What are you doing now?

MR JAWE: I am not doing anything.

MS MAYA: Thank you Lulamile. I will hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Jawe, you say that Mr Fila, Mr Ngonyama and Mr Skhephe were involved in your injuries. Do
you have their first names, these are surnames?

MR JAWE: I do not have their names.

CHAIRPERSON: But you can identify these people?

MR JAWE: No, I did not see them.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay, are there any other questions.

MS CRICHTON: Yes, can I ask a few questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Jawe, can you hear me? Mr Jawe, you were with a group of children on that day singing freedom
songs. Were there other children that were injured on that day?

MR JAWE: Will you please repeat your question.

MS CRICHTON: My question is were there other children injured on that day?

MR JAWE: Yes, there were.



MS CRICHTON: Do you know how many or do you know anything about them?

MR JAWE: I do not know how many there were, but I know one who is here today.

MS CRICHTON: And he was present and he saw what happened to you?

MR JAWE: Well, I do not know, because we had dispersed, we were running away, but he was there. He was also
injured.

MS CRICHTON: But you know him well enough to be able to ask him the question as to whether he can identify these
three people who you have identified?

MR JAWE: Well, I do not know, perhaps he can be able to identify these people.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Jawe, you stay at Lenge?

MR JAWE: Yes Reverend.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know the police at Lenge?

MR JAWE: There is one Ciskeian police in Lenge.

CHAIRPERSON: Who is it?

MR JAWE: Mr Mafu, but at that time he was not a policeman yet.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore you did not know the police at the time?

MR JAWE: There were no police at Lenge at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay. Thank you Mr Jawe. Thank you for your evidence. There are two submissions. The first one
from Mr Ngonyama, the second one from Mr Skhephe. Mr Ngonyama is represented by Mr Mlalane.

------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to help them take an oath.

MXOLISI DESMOND KIVITI: (Duly sworn, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you sir.

PENDILE ALBERT JEKEQA: (Duly sworn, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you sir. Mr Chairperson, I would like to lead them with questions. We will start with you Mr
Kiviti. What is your clan name?

MR KIVITI: I am Ndlovu.

REV XUNDU: Here Mr Ndlovu, you have a story to tell us about your arrest or your ill-treatment in 1963. Please tell us
briefly and give us a picture of what happened on that particular day.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like order please. Thank you very much.

REV XUNDU: Please continue sir.

MR KIVITI: In 1963, it was on the eighth of April, it was on the eighth of April. We were PAC members and we got
together, we went to the police station to try and visit the other members who were arrested.

REV XUNDU: Which police station is this?

MR KIVITI: In King William's Town.

REV XUNDU: Were you from the Tshatshu Location?

MR KIVITI: Yes, we were from the Tshatshu Location to King William's Town. We then met Zwelitsha, people from
Zwelitsha.

REV XUNDU: What time was it?

MR KIVITI: It was at night about 12. We arrived in King William's Town police station. When we arrived there we
demanded that people who were arrested be released.



REV XUNDU: How many were you, if you can estimate?

MR KIVITI: We were many, I cannot estimate.

REV XUNDU: How many were these people who were arrested?

MR KIVITI: I think when we were arrested we were about, over 70.

REV XUNDU: How many people were arrested when you got there?

MR KIVITI: There were five people.

REV XUNDU: Were you an organiser or a Chairperson of this organisation?

MR KIVITI: No, I was in the Task Force. When we arrived there we heard a gunshot. The Boers were on top of the
police station. They knew that we were coming. We ran away, two of us were shot. One fell down, the other one
managed to run away until he got home.

REV XUNDU: Do you know the name of the man who fell down?

MR KIVITI: It was Johnson Nongena.

REV XUNDU: Johnson Nongena?

MR KIVITI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MR KIVITI: And Pindile Jekeqa. I found out that Pindile was shot when we were arrested. On the following morning at
about ten the police arrived. They were pointing us that we were there amongst the people who were in that police
station. They did not manage to get me at that time. They got me late that day. We were then arrested. When we arrived
there, it was two of us at that time. It was myself and Zolie Ngandi. I was taken by Charles Sebe and Stoltz to the back
and they put me in the boot of a car. They opened the boot in Buffalo. They told me to take off my shoes. They tied me
with a rope in my waist. This rope was in that place. They tried, they put me in the water and I wanted to go out, they
would put me again. I was then unconscious, but I kept on vomiting and I lost consciousness.

REV XUNDU: Did they ask you any questions?

MR KIVITI: They asked me who were the people who were with me yesterday. I denied that I was there. I said I did not
know anything. They said to me I was going to tell them the truth. I denied this. They then decided to take me to
Industria.

REV XUNDU: What happened after that?

MR KIVITI: We stayed 11 months awaiting for trial. They would postpone our case now and then. On the 11th month
they separated us into two groups. The other group was charged with sabotage and others were alleged of being
members of an unlawful organisation.

REV XUNDU: Where were you?

MR KIVITI: I was in the group who was charged for being a member of an unlawful organisation, because it was found
that there was no evidence against me as I denied all the allegations. I told them that I was going to give a statement to
the magistrate. We were taken to Grahamstown and those who were charged with sabotage were taken to Queenstown.
We were then sentenced to two years.



REV XUNDU: You were taken to Robben Island?

MR KIVITI: Yes, we were then taken to Robben Island. I stayed for two years in Robben Island. In 1966 we were
released. After three days we got documents of the banning order for two years. We had to ask permission to the
magistrate if we wanted to visit another place.

REV XUNDU: At the time of your arrest were you working?

MR KIVITI: Yes, I was working.

REV XUNDU: After you were released from prison were you, did you get any employment?

MR KIVITI: We were not allowed to meet more than five people at that time.

REV XUNDU: So, your right to get employment was taken from you?

MR KIVITI: Yes, it was taken from me. They told me to go out and look for work for myself, not be accompanied by
anyone.

REV XUNDU: But you would not get a job because the Station Commander would go there and prevent that. When
were you detained by this Government?

MR KIVITI: In 1981 under the Sebe Government, under R252 by the Sebe regime. They would release me, they would
arrest me again after a few days.

REV XUNDU: Are you working now?

MR KIVITI: I am not working now, but before I was working.

REV XUNDU: Mr Kiviti, what is your request to the Commission?

MR KIVITI: I have one request to the Commission, sir. If we can get a project in Tshatshu Location, because our
children are not aware of this. We would like to name this project. Our children are not aware that we were arrested. At
that time I was not married. I would like you to help us to get this project.

REV XUNDU: You would like to be helped to start a project?

MR KIVITI: Yes, I would like to be, we would like to be helped to start a project.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Is that all sir?

MR KIVITI: Yes, that is all.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Jekeqa, what is your clan name?

MR JEQEKA: I am Nagwana, sir.

REV XUNDU: Briefly sir, please tell us your story. Were you arrested on the same day with Mr Kiviti?

MR JEQEKA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Your story is similar?

MR JEQEKA: Yes, it is similar, it is one story.

REV XUNDU: So there is no need for you to repeat what Mr Kiviti has already said.



MR JEQEKA: I was charged with sabotage, he was charged with belonging to an unlawful organisation. I was then
sentenced to 12 years. When we were in Robben Island he was released, so our story differs there.

REV XUNDU: As you were arrested did you get medical treatment?

MR JEQEKA: I was just taken to Grey Hospital and treated by Dr Backwards. He took the scissors from the nurses. He
did not want the nurses to treat me properly. He did not give me any injections. He then sent me to prison. That was the
only treatment I got.

REV XUNDU: This doctor violated your human rights?

MR JEQEKA: Yes, because he was not treating me well.

REV XUNDU: How long did you stay in prison?

MR JEQEKA: I stayed for 12 years.

REV XUNDU: What did you do after you were released?

MR JEQEKA: I stayed at home and 1980 I got a job in Surveyor-General. I was not banned, I was just staying at home.
I then worked for King Turning company until 1992.

REV XUNDU: In Tshatshu Location why were you politically active? What was encouraging you to be politically
active?

MR JEQEKA: We were suffering and black people were suffering. We saw that we have to do something in order to
fight for liberation. We were united, we got together to go to the police and tell them that what they were doing to us
was not right.

REV XUNDU: Sir, do you have anything you want us to forward to the President or what would you like the
Commission to do for you?

MR JEQEKA: Firstly, Mr Chairperson, I have children who are at school and I am not working.

REV XUNDU: How many are there?

MR JEQEKA: I have five children. I also have twins who are still very young.

REV XUNDU: How old are they?

MR JEQEKA: The first one is doing standard ten. She is 18 years old. The other one is doing standard eight and the
other one standard four. My twins are doing Sub B. I would like to be helped to educate them and to support my family,
because my wife is not well. She is in Grootte Schuur Hospital. I am alone at home and I am not working.

REV XUNDU: You would like a social grant?

MR JEQEKA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Is there anything else?

MR JEQEKA: Because I am 57 years of age I would like the Commission to help me to get a pension grant.

REV XUNDU: I thought that you were still a very young man. You could get another wife, because you are a handsome
man. Lastly, you also support Mr Ndlovu for the project?

MR JEQEKA: Yes, I would also like playground and I would like the Commission to help us to build a community hall



so that we can have our meetings there.

REV XUNDU: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Chairperson, I will hand over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. There are names of the police you mentioned in your statements, both of
you. When we were preparing for this day we had a problem to get these police. Are there any police you have
mentioned in your statement, the police you know where they are, Mr Stoltz and Mr Mgedeza and others? Do you know
where they are?

MR JEQEKA: Mr Chairperson, I would not know, because I last saw them in 1963. When we were in prison we did not
know what was happening outside. Charles, who was together with them, passed away. I do not know where they are.

MR KIVITI: Mr Chairperson, I do now know where Mr Stoltz is. I last him at that time. He was from Queenstown at
that time. He came to prosecute us.

ADV SANDI: Was he from Queenstown?

MR KIVITI: They said that he was from Queenstown.

ADV SANDI: Let me then ask this way. The officers of the security police were here in King William's Town or were
they in East London at the time?

MR KIVITI: We were not aware of this special branch when we got arrested. I think all this happened when we were
arrested, but the police would be sent to arrest us. I do not know whether Mr Stoltz is still around.

ADV SANDI: Do you know that, of whether there were police from East London during this time?

MR KIVITI: No, they were police from here. Charles was from here together with Stoltz.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kiviti, you said that the story you brought to the Commission is the same story brought forward
by Mr Jekeqa?

MR KIVITI: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: When these statements were taken did you make a mistake, because in the statement in front of us in
your story it is not clear that you were on your way to the police station to try and release the leaders who have been
arrested. Mr Jekeqa's statement clearly states that, but in your statement this does not appear.

MR KIVITI: I think it was a mistake, because we were arrested on the same day.

CHAIRPERSON: Who were these PAC leaders which were arrested on that day. I know that this happened in 1963, but
we have to have the peoples' names.

MR KIVITI: It was Tembikile Nyopo, Maliso Nyopo and Kente.

CHAIRPERSON: Were they regional leaders or national leaders?

MR KIVITI: They were regional leaders of the PAC.

CHAIRPERSON: In other words when we consult our records we would find out who the regional leaders were at that
time. Was there any attorney representing PAC members?



MR KIVITI: We had one attorney, Mr Mtshizana. He was representing us. He told us that he was going to find another
attorney for us.

CHAIRPERSON: The attorney Small Becker who appeared in the Supreme Court, was he an advocate?

MR KIVITI: Yes, he was not an attorney, he was an advocate.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any other questions? We thank you Mr Kiviti and Mr Jekeqa for coming before the
Commission and telling us your story. We are going to meet with you, Mr Kiviti, in order for you to clarify certain
matters in your statement. For now we would like to thank you. Tomorrow we are going to listen to other issues
concerning PAC people. Not tomorrow, but on Wednesday, when Mr Kati will be here, but for now we thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Zanyiwe Mfono, Nobesuthu Patience Mbelekana. Are you going to take their names ? Are you going
to give evidence ?

N DYEVANA: I’m here with my mother. Neliswa Dyevana is my name.

CHAIRPERSON: Mpulwana Sithabathaba, are you going to give evidence ?

M SITHABATHABA: Yes

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

ZANIWE MFONO: (sworn states)

NENESA DYEVANA: (sworn states)

NOBE SUTHU PATIENCE MBELEKANA: (sworn states)

NOMBUKWANE SITHABATHABA: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mrs Mfono. We’ll start with you. The evidence that you are going to give the
Commission to-day is about Kenneth Masibonge, who was shot in 1987 when he was 17 years of age. Is that so ? Was
Kenneth you child ?

MRS MFONO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Could you tell us the story please Ma’am.

MRS MFONO: I just heard bullet sounds, twice. I did not take them seriously, it was a night. I slept. The next morning,
the other kids said I must go ask where Masibonge had been arrested. I asked where he was. The said that the police had
taken him. I went to the police station, told them I was looking for Masibonge. The police said he was not there. I went
to the hospital. It was at Frere Hospital. I found out then that he was there at the hospital. After that, the sister went to
visit at Frere and found him there. I was asked to go and sign some documents because he was going to be transferred to
Cape Town. He was shot at the side. He was going to be taken to Cape Town. I went and signed the documents. He
came back from Cape Town in June the same year. He could not do anything for himself. He was paralyzed. He cannot
do anything for himself. The police came and fetched him. He was asked to come to court, to appear in court, both with
the other kids ...



MS MAYA: Excuse me, Ma’am. Why was he shot ? Do you know ?

MRS MFONO: No, I do not know.

MS MAYA: Was he a member of a political organization ?

MRS MFONO: He was a school child.

MS MAYA: Were there problems at school at the time, do you remember ?

MRS MFONO: There were no problems. I think the other child would tell a better story, he’s here.

MS MAYA: Therefore, you never got details as to why your child was shot, but do you know who shot him ?

MRS MFONO: He was shot by a policeman.

MS MAYA: Do you know which policeman is this ?

MRS MFONO: Yes.

MS MAYA: It’s Lokhwe, Lunga Lokhwe.

MS MAYA: Did you give in a statement, or was Lokhwe charged ?

MRS MFONO: I went to an attorney. My witness is here. This attorney represented this child and they were innocent.

MS MAYA: What is he using now, what was he using went he went to the, to court.

MRS MFONO: He was using a wheelchair.

MS MAYA: So you don’t know what the case was all about ?

MRS MFONO: No, I don’t know.

MS MAYA: We will ask for the witness’s name. What is his name ?

MRS MFONO: Mlandeli.

MS MAYA: We will talk to him. Therefore, Ma’am, the fact that your son was injured, there was no case about that.

MRS MFONO: No.

MS MAYA: Would you, do you have any requests ?

MRS MFONO: Yes.

MS MAYA: What are they ?

MRS MFONO: My child is still at school, I’m on pension, I suffer from high blood pressure.

MS MAYA: Masibonge eventually passed away. What happened ?

MRS MFONO: He used his wheelchair for four years. After that, as he was paralyzed, his bottom started rotting. His
knees started protruding, the bones and around his ribs.

He was sent to Frere Hospital and they amputated him and he passed away in operation.



MS MAYA: Thank you, Ma’am. Your requests ?

MRS MFONO: I have a child at school.

MS MAYA: How old ? When was he born ?

MRS MFONO: In 1982.

MS MAYA: What standard is he doing ?

MRS MFONO: Standard 7.

MS MAYA: Was Masibonge your oldest, eldest child ?

MRS MFONO: No, there’s one older than him.

MS MAYA: He’s your only child at school, this one you’re talking about ?

MRS MFONO: Yes. No, I have no other requests.

MS MAYA: I will hand you over to the Chairperson when I’m through with the other lady. Thank you.

MS MAYA: Ma’am, how do you pronounce your surname ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Mbelekana.

MS MAYA: Mbelekana.

MRS MBELEKANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Mrs Mbelekana, you’re going to talk about Mbulelo Archie who was your son, who was shot at Komga. Is
that so ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Yes, he was stabbed on the 28th of November 1993, yes.

MS MAYA: In your statement you give detail that he was killed by people who were members of two organizations.
Could you give us the details ?

MRS MBELEKANA: First of all, I was at work in Tamarah. Apparently, on the Thursday he’d been elected as the ANC
Chairperson. On the Sunday he was going to take his position, take up his position as the Chairperson. Apparently, at
about 3 a.m. on Sunday, somebody knocked on his window. He got out. When he got out, there were two doors, he used
the back door. By the steps he came across these people who stabbed him. I was taken from Keimouth and the corps
was already taken. I was told that they stabbed him to death and left him to die.

MS MAYA: Do you know who it is that warned him ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Unkoluleko Xhani.

MS MAYA: You don’t remember his surname ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Unkoluleko Unxholi.

MS MAYA: Is he still around ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Yes.



MS MAYA: In Komga ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Was Archie a member of political organization, or what was the name of the organization ?

MRS MBELEKANA: ANC.

MS MAYA: Did you find out who it is that murdered him ?

MRS MBELEKANA: No, this is why I’m here, I want to know.

MS MAYA: Did you talk to the person who came to warn him.

MRS MBELEKANA: No. There were investigators. I don’t know what happened eventually.

MS MAYA: Neliswa, would you like to add something ? Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

MS DYEVANA: Mbulelo passed away on Sunday. It was about 9 a.m. When I got up I went to get some water. I stay
with my grandmother and aunt. A child asked if I knew that Mbulelo had passed away. I said no, the last time I had seen
him was the previous night. When I got to the gate there were a whole lot of people. I asked if it’s true that he’d died.
Young children answered me and told me that yes, he’d passed away and he was left by the guava tree. I went to church,
my father told me exactly what happened. Apparently, he’d been with his girlfriend. What happened is, when the person
knocked,

the girlfriend hid herself under the bed. I asked how she’d hidden herself under the bed because you cannot hide
yourself under a double bed base and I asked why it is that she should hide herself.

MS MAYA : Did she perhaps think that it’s another of his girlfriends ?

MS DVENAYA : I said, no, it’s impossible. Investigators came, pictures were taken. Mrs Mbelekana came back from
Keimouth to work back at home. The investigators said that , they know who the perpetrators are. I asked, why they are
not arresting anyone. This investigator then said, they investigated and said he went to the Prosecutor wanting a warrant
of arrest. We were hopeful. Nothing ever came of it, to this day.

MS MAYA: Is that all you have to say?

MS DYEVANA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Mr Sithabathaba, would you like to add something but apparently, you are the uncle to the deceased ?
When you heard that something had happened, what did you find out ?

MR SITHABATHABA: Somebody came and knocked and said Mbulelo had passed away. I went and indeed he’d was,
he’d already passed on.

MS MAYA: You never found out who it is that murdered him ?

MR SITHABATHABA: No.

MS MAYA: In our statement, Mbulelo was murdered by ANC members as he was going to be the new executive. These
people together with other members of yet another organization. Could you tell us more about this ?

MR SITHABATHABA: On the 11th of January, Mr Zola, an investigator came, told me that he’d gotten the people.
They were ANC members and PAC members.

MS MAYA: Therefore, it is members of the two organizations ?



MR SITHABATHABA: Yes, ANC and PAC.

MS MAYA: Did you hear of any reasons ?

MR SITHABATHABA: No. This is what we’d also like to know.

MS MAYA: Was this a norm, that when such things would happen, these organizations would come together and
attack.

MR SITHABATHABA: I’d never heard of it before.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Do you have requests to the Commission ?

MRS MBELEKANA: First of all, I request that the case be investigated and I want to know who killed Mbulelo, he’s,
he was my only child. The father died in 1982. Secondly, Mbulelo passed away. I’m alone, I need a house to be built.

MS MAYA: Was Mbulelo your only child ?

MRS MBELEKANA: Yes, he was.

MS MAYA: You don’t have a child ..

MRS MBELEKANA: No. There’s a ten year old who’s my grand-niece from Transkei.

MS MAYA: Thank you, I’ll hand you over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: I thank you all for telling us about these incidents. We know Komga velly, very well especially in
connection with battles that took place there. Even though it is difficult for you to be comforted. However, a lot of work
was done in Komga and around the border region. We will look closely at your requests. If it was up to us, we would
meet all these needs, but we depend on the President to see what he can do, but in the meantime, we thank you. Please
step down.

-----------------------------
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THABI NGANGE: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, you may sit down. We welcome you Mrs Thabi Ngange. We apologize for mis-
pronouncing your name.

MRS NGANGE: The people who wrote our statement made that mistake.

CHAIRPERSON: Please put on earphones because you will be asked in English.

MRS CRICHTON: Are you hearing me now, Mrs Ngange ? You can speak Xhosa. Can you hear me ?

MRS NGANGE: Yes, I can hear you.

MRS CRICHTON: Inisi Xhondo you spoke about the pain that this country has experienced and especially this area and
you have come to tell us about the pain of the incident that happened in your family. To your sister and to your mother.
Now, first of all, would you tell me, where you living at home at the time that this happened ?

MRS NGANGE: We were coming from work. We were working for Kenny. We were coming from work at about half
past five. When we were about to arrive at home, we

saw a lot of people in the corner. We went into our yard, our home’s yard. We saw my mother and my father and
children outside. I saw Goodman amongst the people who were there, I saw Boyi Xhoshini Xnuxnu was one of the
people who were there. They told us to leave, together with my mother. It was myself, Funeka, my mother and
Nogxnena. We went to Komga. They surrounded us, telling us to tell them the truth. We asked the, the truth about what
? They said, we know. We told them we don’t know anything. One woman by the name of Nolifisi came. Nolifisi said
that they went to a witchdoctor and it was found that my mother was killing Nolifisi’s brother. She was bewitching
Nolifisi’s brother. My mother said that I had to be taken alone. They asked me why we were not getting married at
home. They said that Funeka and Ginesa were divorced, they came home, they stayed together with myself and my
mother. They took us back. Noyuepi said that this woman has got to go to a witchdoctor to find out the truth. They said
that we were going to pay out this witchdoctor, to bribe her. They asked us many questions. Some we could not answer.
There were four tyres next to me, together with a 5 litre of petrol. It was myself, my mother, Funeka and Zanele.

MRS CRICHTON: I’m going to nterrupt you now, just to ask you a question so that we can have clarity. The man who
had died, was the man who had died Stwayi, was he the one that died, and this was the one that you, your mother and
sister were being blamed for, by the witchdoctor ? Is that correct ?

MRS NGANGE: It was Ndodogu.



MRS CRICHTON: Now, can you tell me what actually happened on that day, on the, on the 14th, what actually
happened. How did it culminate. What happened to your sister

and to your mother ?

MR SANDI: Please listen Ma’am. What is your clan name ?

MRS NGANGE: I’m Mamgwevu.

MR SANDI Please listen Mamgwevu. I have a question for you. Where there political organizations in the community,
UDF, ADM or ANC ?

MRS NGANGE: There was one organization, it was ANC.

MR SANDI: Was it a conflict, was there a conflict amongst ANC members ?

MRS NGANGE: No, there was no conflict.

MR SANDI: This issue, is it politically motivated, or what ?

MRS NGANGE: Please repeat.

MR SANDI: Your mother’s incident and your sister’s incident, does this have to do with any political activity ?

MRS NGANGE: No.

MR SANDI: This was just a crime against your family. A crime from people who were not disciplined ? Can you hear
me ?

MRS NGANGE: Yes.

MR SANDI: Mr Chairperson, I will hand over to you. I think you’ll be the one who can forward this case. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Ngange, this is a very difficult case for us but what we would like to know is that in your
statement you said that the people who necklaced, or who killed Nomriti and Funeka were comrades.

MRS NGANGE: Yes, they were comrades.

CHAIRPERSON: What do you mean by saying that they were comrades ? Were they

leaders of ANC.

MRS NGANGE: They were people from the ANC, we were together in this organization.

CHAIRPERSON: Were they leaders ?

MRS NGANGE: Yes, they were leaders.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there a court case ? Was there a court case Ma’am ?

MRS NGANGE: Yes, there was a court case.

CHAIRPERSON: Where ?

MRS NGANGE: In East London.



CHAIRPERSON: What was the outcome of the court case ?

MRS NGANGE: I did not hear about their sentences but when I was, when I went back home, I heard that they were
sentenced, but I did not hear for how long.

CHAIRPERSON: You, you were not told for how long were they sentenced ?

MRS NGANGE: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Were they sentenced for life, or what ?

MRS NGANGE: They were sentenced and then they were released again.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they pay money ?

MRS NGANGE: I don’t know whether they were, they had to pay money, but they were arrested for a while.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your request, Mrs Ngange, to the Commission, what would you like the Commission to do
for you concerning this incident ?

MRS NGANGE: Funeka’s child is with me. I would like Funeka’s child to be supported. I don’t have a place to stay
because we left everything in that village. We have no place to stay, together with Funeka’s child. I would like Funeka’s
child to be educated and I would like to be provided with a home because we left everything in that village. We left with
my father. My father died. We were staying in a one roomed house at that time. I don’t have a place to stay now,
because I cannot work. I’m looking after Funeka’s children and my two children. My father was the one who was
supporting me but now he passed away.

CHAIRPERSON: Would you like some water Ma’am. Lastly, you mentioned Tshemese Xungxu and others. You said
that they took part, they were involved in the killing of these two people. Do you see them now ?

MRS NGANGE: Goodman Tshemese was looked after by my father, their father was working away. He was not
looking after them but they said that my mother was a witch and they killed her. They were staying in my home. My
father was supporting them.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know them , do you see them now ?

MRS NGANGE: Goodman is here. There he is.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ma’am, we will investigate this case. As a Commission, we work under law. We have to
look at issues which were brought by a political conflict. If we find out that your case is not politically, was not
politically motivated, we will tell you to go to the court of law, because we are not here to find out about what happened
in the communities, but for now, I cannot say whether this falls under our law, or you have to go to a court of law. We
will investigate and we will talk to Goodman Xugxnu. We’ll ask them to appear in front of the Commission to answer
certain questions. For now we would like thank you. You may go back to your seat Ma’am.
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please stand up.

RONALD NGQANDU: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Matse Wellington Mbenento.

MATSE WELLINGTON MBENENTO: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Chairman. May I start with Mr Mbenento. Mr Mbenento, you have a short story and I would
like you to briefly explain what happened to you on the 11th of October 1991. You were shot in Komga, is that correct ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: At this time there was a consumer boycott in town ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, there was a consumer boycott.

MR SANDI: Were you a member of ANC ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, I was a member of ANC.

MR SANDI: You were shot four times ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Where were you shot ?

MR MBENENTO: I was shot on the side of my stomach.

MR SANDI: Please give us a clear picture of what was happening at that time.

MR MBENENTO: At this time, Mr Sipho Gumenge who was a policeman. Mr Gusha was shooting at me at that time.
He did not stop, he kept on shooting. I then talked to the police next to me, asking him that, do you see that I’m being
shot. Why do you leave this man ? Why did you not, why don’t you stop him ? Because he was shooting at me as if I,
I’m an animal. This man did not listen to me. I can say that when Themba was shooting at me, he saw that my arm was
broken and then he stopped. At this time I was talking the man next to me, asking him to ask Themba to stop shooting at
me.



MR SANDI: You said that you broke your arm ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, my left arm was broken and it is not working now.

MR SANDI: Why were they arresting you ?

MR MBENENTO: When I heard about this in Frere Hospital, they said that I was wearing camouflage. We had a march
on the 18th of December 1990. They saw me in town wearing camouflage

MR SANDI: But in that time they were arresting you, you were not wearing a comouflage?

MR MBENENTO: No, I was wearing my private clothes.

MR SANDI: You were treated by Dr Smith in Frere Hospital ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes, there were two doctors. It was Dr Smith and Dr Settler.

MR SANDI: What did they say about your arm or about your injuries in your body ?

MR MBENENTO: What these doctors did to me, they cut my leg, trying to patch my

arm because I could see bones in my arm.

MR SANDI: Are you receiving treatment now, from the hospital or from the doctor ?

MR MBENENTO: After I was released from pri, from hospital ?

MR SANDI: In the present time, are you receiving medical treatment ?

MR MBENENTO: When it’s raining my arm got, gets painful.

MR SANDI: Where there any bullets taken from your arm ?

MR MBENENTO: I still have a bullet in my arm and would like it to be taken out.

MR SANDI: Who told you that you have a bullet in your arm ?

MR MBENENTO: I heard that there was a bullet in my arm. I could feel it. After I was released from hospital when I
was, I touched my arm, I could hear that, I could feel that there is a bullet in my arm.

MR SANDI: Do the police know you as someone who was taking part in any political organization ?

MR MBENENTO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Which political organization ?

MR MBENENTO: The ANC.

MR SANDI: What is your request to the Commission to-day ? We have requests, written requests in front of us, would
you like to repeat them yourself ? What is your first request ?

MR MBENENTO: My first request is that I would like the Commission to help me financially, so that I can build a
house for myself. Secondly, I would like to get medical treatment, so that the bullet in my body can be removed.

MR SANDI: You said that your arm is disabled ?



MR MBENENTO: Yes, even if I’m taking a bath, I’ve got to be helped by someone.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request concerning that ?

MR MBENENTO: Concerning what, Sir ?

MR SANDI: Are those your requests or would you like to add something ?

MR MBENENTO: That is all, Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Ronald Ngqandu.

MR SANDI: Ronald Ngqandu, you also experienced that same as Mr Mbenento. This happened to you in March 1990
in Komga ? Briefly, what happened to you, Sir ?

MR NGQANDU: There was a consumer boycott in our area at that time. We were fighting against the Councillors
because they wanted to raise rent payments. On the third day, after all this, the boers of AWB came from town. They
were going to take a truck which was burnt down by the community. The community burnt down the truck because the
driver went to the police and the police escorted the driver, so that he can go and buy in town, although there was a
consumer boycott.

People followed, the comrades followed him and we, he, they asked him whether he did not know whether there was a
consumer boycott or not. They told him to leave the truck and the truck was bunt down by the community.

MR SANDI: Who was the owner of this truck ?

MR NGQANDU: I don’t know who the owner was.

MR SANDI: Was it not Els brothers’ truck ?

RM NGQANDU: No.

MR SANDI: You said that the AWB members came to take this truck from the township. Was there any AWB, were
there any AWB members in Komga at the time ?

MR NGQANDU: Yes.

MR SANDI: You said that they came to take the truck and then what happened ?

MR NGQANDU: The community saw them. We then decided to go to them, asking why they were taking this truck.
Before we can reach them, we heard a gunshot. I was then shot.

MR SANDI: Who was shooting ?

MR NGQANDU: Between Johan Els and Nick Els.

MR SANDI: Were you the first one who was shot ?

R NGQANDU: Yes. There was one other boy who got shot that day.

MR SANDI: Where were the police at that time ?

MR NGQANDU: The police were there when we were being shot at.

MR SANDI: What happened after that ?



MR NGQANDU: The people ran away. One young boy saw that I got shot, he ran to the school, telling teachers that
someone has been shot. The people then came trying to take me to the hospital. This young boy came with a car and
then they took me to hospital.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorneys concerning this ?

MR NGQANDU: Yes, I did.

MR SANDI: Was it in Smith and Tabata ?

MR NGQANDU: Yes.

MR SANDI: What happened to your case?

MR NGQANDU: The case in King William’s Town. It took a long time. We were then transferred to East London. I
was then told in Eas London that the case was withdrawn.

MR SANDI: When the case was in court, was it because of the claim you instituted or who was charged ?

MR NGQANDU: I was the one who was charged. They said that I got shot while I was doing public violence.

MR SANDI: The case was then withdrawn ?

MR NGQANDU: Yes.

MR SANDI: You did not lay a claim to Smith Tabata ?

MR NGQANDU: They said that, that has expired.

MR SANDI: The Els brothers, was there a connection between them and the police ?

MR NGQANDU: I can say that there was a connection between them and the police because they were together with
the police while they were shooting at us.

MR SANDI: At the time of this day, were they wearing AWB uniforms ?

MR NGQANDU: They were wearing the uniform from the garage because they own a garage.

MR SANDI: You have a request in your statement. Would you like to say your request ?

MR NGQANDU: Yes.

MR SANDI: Can you please do that.

MR NGQANDU: I have one request. I would like the Commission to help me. I have a young child which needs to be
supported. I cannot work because my leg was shot. I would find employment to work for a month and my leg would be
painful, I will have to go to check-ups. I was once hired in a hotel in Komga. At that time I was not aware that there was
a bullet in my leg. I then went to a check-up. They took the bullet out.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Ngqandu. I will now hand over to the Chairperson. Maybe you will be asked some further
questions.

MR NGQANDU: Thank you very much. My friend just slept. When I asked him what was happening here and when
he’s questioned in Cape Town, his answer will probably be, he was sleeping.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much.



CHAIRPERSON: You both have bullets in your bodies. We will take this forward. If we need any other details, we will
come back to you. Thank you. .
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MARK RICHARD SPARG: (Sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: I welcome you Mr Sparg and we will ask Mrs June Crichton to direct a few questions to you just to
give you a chance to tell us your story.

MR SPARG: Thank you.

MRS CRICHTON: Good morning Mr Sparg.

MR SPARG: Morning.

MRS CRICHTON: I believe you are fluent in Xhosa.

MR SPARG: I’m not fluent in Xhosa. I don’t think that my fluency would be adequate for this Commission, so if you
don’t mind.

MRS CRICHTON: That is fine.

MR SPARG: Although I do understand Xhosa to a large degree.

MRS CRICHTON: Right, well then we will speak in English to each other.

MR SPARG: Thank you.

MRS CRICHTON: You were a resident in Komga at, in 1993.

MR SPARG: No, the facts I hear when you mentioned that my case regards arson are involved in Komga in 1993. I was
actually in 1993 at a place called Nochga in the Transkei. In fact at Nchoga Cash Store, which is near the famed Nochga
irrigation scheme.

MRS CRICHTON: And you were, at that time then. You’ve got a story to tell us about a dispute that you had that
involved your time there, your family.

MR SPARG: Yes.

MRS CRICHTON: And you alleged that this was by PAC members. Now, before you start, could you give us a bit of a
picture of what the political situation was as you understood it at that time?



MR SPARG: Yes. In. I arrived in Nochga in 1992. Being an ex-Trankeian, and I say that, because when the
Independence of Transkei or Transkei became Independent in 1976, people like us were sort of left without a home. We
were actually made, or we became, how could I say, refugees in our own country. So, I went back to Nochga in 1992
with the intention of re-establishing my roots in the country of my birth. I leased the shop from a Mr Nxangele, who at
the time was in detention in connection or so-called connection with a coup in the Transkei, so I had to actually go to
the Court to get him to sign our Lease and I leased Nochga Cash Store and began trading in approximately August 1992.
We did very well. Our turnover by that December was in the region of R200 000-00 for that month, which you know if
you put a station that is 4 months old, would show you that we had lots of support and were well liked by the
Community. People knew my father. People knew our heritage and we were welcomed back in the Community with
open arms.

MRS CRICHTON: This store that you had. It was a cash store. It sold general goods to.

MR SPARG: General Dealer and Hardware. Similarly we revived what was, what used to be run by the old trader in the
Transkei, who sort of was bought out after Independence. People were left. Traders were left in a situation where they
had no security really. They were. It said that they could stay but nobody knew what, where the political scenario was
going and where we would be left ten years down the line, so a lot of traders opted to leave the Transkei, which was a
very sad thing.

MRS CRICHTON: Can you now, can you now tell us who the harassment began and what form it took ?.

MR SPARG: In mid 1983, I became a member of the ANC, a card carrying member of the ANC and I actually
allocated, they requested me for offices on the shop premises so that they could run an election campaign from there and
so build their structure in the Nochga district. Towards the end or threequarters of the way through 1993, I visited a
friend of mine called Brian Wiley at Toinga and he

MRS CRICHTON: Sorry I’m just going to interrupt you there. You said you became a card-carrying member in ‘83,
now you’ve jumped to ‘93.

MR SPARG: I mean ‘93, sorry. If I say ‘83, please excuse me, I’m talking in the ‘93’s.

MRS CRICHTON: So it was in ‘93 that you became a card-carrying member.

MR SPARG: That’s right.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you.

MR SPARG: One Sunday, we visited a friend of ours, Brian Wiley, who was trading at Toinga., a Trading station which
is in the Waducha Basin and from there was an election, well, when I say an election rally, it was a rally being held by
the ANC at Klerkbury. So Brian and myself and a gentleman that worked for us went to the rally. We were very kindly,
we were one, I suppose there must have been say, five or six thousand people there and we were the only and I don’t
like to mention the word white, but we were the only three white people present at the rally and were very kindly asked
if we wanted to sit in the shade on, amongst the dignitaries because there seemed to be some room there, which we
accepted because I mean, if you’re not used to standing in the sun, you know you can suffer a little but and anyway I
recall Mr Mandela speaking of a Reverend Harris that taught him at a Missionary , Mr, Reverend Harris was a
Missionary

in those days, and he instilled in-. I’m not transgressing, but it’s a part that I particularly remember of this. We actually
discussed this on our way home, back to Toinga and we found it very enlightening. He instilled in Mr Mandela, the
ideas that probably would, if I could put it this way, of human rights that would be embodied in our Constitution to-day,
and it was a very poignant fact for us to remember. Anyway-,

MRS CRICHTON: I’m going to just interrupt you, I’m sorry to do this. I just want you to clarify something. This man
Brian, was he also a cardholder of the ANC ?.



MR SPARG: Well, he actually was a Committee Member of the Toinga branch of the ANC.

MRS CRICHTON: So he was a Committee Member?

MR SPARG: Ja.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you.

MR SPARG: Well, the Friday of that week. That was the Sunday. The following Friday I came to fetch my son in aah,
he was at boarding school in Komga and my wife phoned me, well I actually phoned home to see how things were and
they said that Brian had been missing since the Wednesday I think it was, the Wednesday evening. Well, his body
turned up. He was dead. They found him on Friday lying in the feld around in the Toinga, I mean in the Hadutschwa
district and you know, this unsettled us a little bit, because and to-day we have actually never really heard what the
reasons for his death were.

MRS CRICHTON: What was his surname- um.

MR SPARG: Mr Brian Wiley.

MRS CRICHTON: I beg your pardon ?.

MR SPARG: Brian Wiley.

MRS CRICHTON: Wiley. Thank you. Continue.

MR SPARG: Anyway, towards the end of November 93, we received word in our shop from our guard that was in our
employ. He said to us that he feels that he better resign, he’s leaving, because he’d been told that they’re going to kill
him. Who they were, I still don’t know to-day. I have my suspicions, but of course suspicions aren’t the facts and ,

CHAIRPERSON: Sorry, just an interruption. There is a lot of interruption that is taking place. I suppose that. We would
like people to keep quiet because the noise is affecting our concentration. We have to listen clearly when a person is on
stage. If people want to go out, please go out quietly, because you are disturbing our concentration. Thank you.

MR SPARG: May I digress a bit, a month or two before the November, we, there was a Commission in that 1983 year
set up to try and fathom out what should happen to the

Nochga scheme. In fact, one of your Commissioners, Mr Dumisa Ntsebeza chaired that

Commission.

MRS CRICHTON: Oh, I am. You’ve said again ‘83, are you meaning ...

MR SPARG: I mean ‘93, sorry, and I was asked by the ANC Branch in Nochga to stand up and put some proposals
forward to this Commission as to what we thought should happen to the Nochga scheme, because at that stage it was in
complete disarray. No direction, and even people working there had no tenure of employment. They didn’t know how
long they were going to be employed. I don’t think that what I said actually appealed to a lot of people and I think
perhaps I made some enemies, possibly with people that were in charge of the Unions at Nochga, but anyway I think
that is a salient point because towards the, from then on towards the end of the year we used to get the sort of statement
to say well what do you white people want here. We don’t want you here. Very strange, because I’m an ethnic person
myself in a sense. I’m a Transkeian. I know nothing else. Trading is in our blood and we didn’t understand this, it sort of
took the ground out from under our feet.

MRS CRICHTON: You talk about threats being made to you. Were they verbalized to you personally ?.

MR SPARG: In the shop, Ja.



MRS CRICHTON: And so you knew the people that were making these threats.

MR SPARG: Not particularly. People that we.. weren’t regular people in our shop and that’s you know that’s what
worried us because had they been people we knew, we could have gone to the structures in Nochga and said look, you
know this is what is happening. Can you help us here ?.

MRS CRICHTON: Continue.

MR SPARG: And we also found that people that we thought we could trust, we could no longer trust, because you could
judge by a person’s attitude towards you. Anyway, towards the end of November in 1993, we received word through
our guard who worked in the shop and now he’s job was to assist us with theft and all the necessary things that, the
normal things that a guard would be expected to do and he came along and said, look he must leave because he’s been
threatened with his life. Now at that, by that time I had opened what they called The Nochga Flats Store. They were
about 4 kilometers apart. That was really near the heart of the scheme, the second shop. So, I went over to the, to the
Nochga Flats Store with the intention of closing it immediately, because I couldn’t control 2 shops if a Toi Toi arrived
on my door and at the time, I said to my customers, look I didn’t know what’s going on but I must close this shop. I
have to ask you to leave, but I believe that some of my staff could enlighten me as to what’s going on here, because I
believe that some of my staff are being intimidated to try and make my shops unrunable, if I can use that word and I had
an argument with one of my staff members and he said well look he would see me later. He knows my security, so I said
well it’s a free country, you know, if you come to see me later and if you’re bearing arms, take the consequences. So,
needless to say I went back to the main shop and about an hour later I’d sent my wife into the house. An hour later 3
gentlemen walked into my shop one of

them being one of my staff members, whose name is David. I can’t remember his surname and they started telling my
customers to leave the shop and at the same time David moved to the left, away from the 2 gentlemen with jackets on
and he said to me well you know, you draw your 9mm. Now unbeknown to David I had also purchased a shotgun
which, it’s one of these shotguns that has a barrel that holds about 12 shots in it.

So, I pulled this out and of course the gentlemen that came in were expecting me to pull out a 9mm and I suspect they
were carrying automatic weapons. So, what the long and the short of it was that I put shot into the wall because I didn’t
want to kill anybody. I have no intention of doing that, ever in my life and these gentlemen left and I closed the shop
and I went over to the scheme. They were busy having a meeting and I informed the people what had happened and I
said under these circumstances I must leave Nochga.

So, to cut a long story short, we didn’t know who was behind all this sort of thing and we actually left. We were asked
to stay at the Manager’s house for an hour or so while they could try and find these people, the local chaps and they
never found them and we decided when it was getting dark that we would leave. I actually went through Elliot and all
the way round because I didn’t know what would have been waiting for us on the road and we were still very puzzled as
to all this business. I mean, lets face it, that’s certainly no way to treat people that are trying to do a service in your
Community.

MRS CRICHTON: This is your wife and did, did you have children ?.

MR SPARG: Oh yes, my two, three children and a gentlemen that worked for us. So, over the weekend we contacted
the scheme again to try and find out what was going on and I went back on the Monday to a meeting which the locals
arranged so that we could try and clear this matter up and of course I took the weapons back that I had in my possession
so that people could see exactly what the situation was. I had nothing to hide.

The meeting got a bit heated. There were claims made that the gentlemen came to ask for his wages. I don’t see how
that could be when you start asking someone’s customers to leave the shop and then you ask him to draw his weapon.
That doesn’t seem the way to ask for wages to me.

MRS CRICHTON: The people you were meeting with, who were they ?. Were they ...... or the Headmen ?.

MR SPARG: They were Headmen from the immediate village. I had asked for all the citizens of Nochga to come to the



meeting, because those are the people we serve but very cleverly or for whatever reason that would have been the only
immediate Nochga village people came and were present at that meeting.

MRS CRICHTON: Including the Headman ?.

MR SPARG: Including the Headman, Ja.

MRS CRICHTON: Who was who?. What was his name ?.

MR SPARG: Ndobe is his name. When I first arrived at Nochga, I was told by the Headman and that I was not to be
interfered with and I should run the shop as I saw fit as a businessman and of course words began to be exchanged and
the meeting was getting heated, in other words, you know I realized that I had to back down in this scenario so I said
look I’m new in the shopkeeping business. We’re new here at Nochga. Lets leave this business. I’ll open my shop and
we’ll carry on as normal which took the heat out of the meeting and the next day I went back with my family and
opened the shop. Well in December, late December, probably about the 18th, 19th, round about the time shops were
closed for Christmas I went to Mazepa and I contracted Hepatitis. I probably had contracted Hepatitis before I even left
Nochga and Doctors orders, I had to stay in East

London for 2 months. So, in January and February I kept my family away from Nochga and a gentleman that worked for
us ran the store. Things never worked out very well but anyway at the end of February, I went back to Nochga and we
lasted 1 week there. You know the threats came back. Our normal customers that were cheerful and happy didn’t look
happy to see us. It seemed to me as though there was a lot of intimidation going on behind the scenes.

MRS CRICHTON: Can I just interrupt you to ask you another question ?.

MR SPARG: Yes.

MRS CRICHTON: Who was it who ran the store while you were ...

MR SPARG: Trevor du Plessis.

MRS CRICHTON: Who ?

MR SPARG: Trevor.

MRS CRICHTON: Trevor du Plessis.

MR SPARG: I think his name was du Plessis, please forgive me because you only worked for us for about 8 months. 8
or 9 months, ja and it was a while back since. Anyway, I just want to get my, recollect my thoughts. Yes, ok so, we
closed the shop on the Friday and I asked my security guards, this is a new guard who would come on for night shift just
to stay around and guard the premises. We put our TV set in the boot, we took the money that we had on for the week’s
takings and we left Nchoga because in my judgement, it was alright for me to take my risks there, but not my family and
we walked out. We left our furniture in the home, all that sort of thing with the intention of seeing what the situation
would be like after elections, bearing in mind that the elections were two and a half months away. I received word mid
March that our furniture and that was at risk, so two of my friends. We hired a truck and they went to Nchoga for me. I
didn’t go myself because I believed that somebody had intentions to do me harm myself. Anyway, to cut a long story
short we managed, they managed to load our goods but we wanted to leave the Nchoga station, they had to go to the
Tsomo Police who couldn’t help them because it wasn’t their district and the Kofomvamu Police wouldn’t have been
able to help them because they never had a van so they went, they were carted in my friend’s van to Nchoga and only
with their help could we actually get the truck out the yard. And anyway, to cut a long story short, in approximately the
end of March, I believe that there were PAC members involved in the initial theft out of the shop and when the rest of
the community saw what was going on, it became a free for all. Slight, I was insured with Fedgen and I had paid the
Sasria for the year but like all insurance policies, there’s always a sting in the tail. If the policy isn’t enforced then Sasria
falls away whether you paid for the service for the year or not, so how’s that for robbery, but anyway, on the 24th of
March my brokers received a fax from Fedgen saying that my installment hadn’t gone through for March. Well I wasn’t



trading in March, so that’s understandable. The next day they were give, they gave us ten days in which to pay the
installment. The next day there seems to have been collusion between my brokers and Fedgen because the next day they
received a fax on the 25th of March, cancelling my policy. I did tender payment of that installment and Mr Green at
Fedgen refused to accept it. I never had the fi... I did contact Legal Aid to see what I could do about this.

MRS CRICHTON: That was after the ten days that you...?

MR SPARG: After the, within the ten days, my shop was looted.

MRS CRICHTON: No, but I mean it was after the ten days that you went to pay that, that?

MR SPARG: Yes, when I out what had happened I did tender payment for, for, for. I can’t even remember. Yes, it was
after the ten days because I wouldn’t have, I would have just thrown up my hands and would have said, oh well that’s
that, tough but I did go and try and tender payment and they wouldn’t accept it. Anyway,

MRS CRICHTON: You sought legal advice you say.

MR SPARG: I sought legal advice from Legal Aid and they said, look it’s not their kind of area that they get involved in
and I never had the finance to sue an Insurance Company. So, to cut a long story short, I’m not here to start a witch hunt
in Nochga by any means. I came here because, first of all, I felt that it should be mentioned that Brian Wiley’s murder
has never been solved and secondly, I came here because I felt that I wanted to have my say and thirdly, I came here
because I would like to get my good name back. I am at the moment insolvent. I went insolvent, I was made insolvent,
sequestrated about 8 months ago as a result of this. I must say though that when I hear of previous submissions here,
especially the first lady, my problems are very minute compared to what they have been through and I’d also further like
to say that I’d like to thank this Commission, especially. People do not realize this is not a political thing, people that
have had experiences and I cry for this lady. They have to have a chance to have their say. Thank you for that. Thank
you.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Sparg, just take a few minutes to have some water perhaps.

MR SPARG: No, that’s fine.

( The speaker’s mike is not on.)

MR SPARG: We, we have started another business. Obviously it has to be in my wife’s name and back in the Transkei.
It’s what we know and we, we’ve been very well accepted and I intend to stay in the Transkei for the rest of my life, I
hope that’s a long one and we are doing well. We’ve picked ourselves up and we’re doing well and a .. we

MRS CRICHTON: You are a survivor , that’s what they ...

MR SPARG: We’re surviving, yes.

MRS CRICHTON: That’s tremendous. So we have heard that you’ve wanted to speak. You’ve had that opportunity and
we hope that the Community has heard what you have to say and that in doing so, you feel that your name has been
restored. You say that you’re insolvent and that your insurance didn’t pay out but is there anything that you were
expecting the Commission to do for you, other than to allow you this opportunity ?.

MR SPARG: Well, no, not really because I’m, I feel that perhaps there are far more needy causes than mine. You know
it’s a very humbling experience to sit here in this Commission and listen to I, I, the hardships that other people have
suffered. I don’t expect anybody to pick up the tab. It’s, it’s just a part of life, I think and if the Commission could a
more deserving case than mine, they could take what they wanted to give to me, to someone else.

MRS CRICHTON: Mr Sparg, each case is unique in itself and we can’t compare one case with another. Each leaves it’s
pain and it’s mark on the family. Thank you for your testimony. I would now like to hand you back to the Chairperson
and my colleagues. Thank you.



CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sparg, this is, this is another moving moment in the life of the Commission. In each hearing
through the time that we have been holding this public

hearings, there are moments which are unique, which touch us very deeply and I believe that this is another very unique
moment for us as the Commission. It’s not usual for us to listen to violations of human rights which have taken place to
people who are not black. In most of the cases, we have listened to violations which have been perpetrated by people
who are powerful in their societies against those who are weak in society, but to-day you are giving us a different
perspective, a perspective which shows that there are also those who have belonged to the privileged side of the society,
who carry deep scars in their souls and pain in their heart. You have touched us deeply. Your modesty in terms of the
loss that you have suffered, your ability to enter into the pain that other people have experienced and live out that pain,
and your courage to come here to-day, because I’m sure you have thought very deeply on whether or not you should
come before the Commission. We have listened to your story. It is a violation of your rights. What has happened to you,
is a story of human rights violation, carried out by a mob of people and we would like to record it as such. We will go
into the matter, we will make a finding on it, we will make a recommendation to the President as we are going to make a
recommendation on each and every violation of human rights because as June Crichton has rightly said, every violation
is unique. Thank you for coming before us and ..

MR SPARG: Thank you for hearing me.

CHAIRPERSON: We wish you well.

__________________
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CHAIRPERSON: Welcome Mr Redpas. You are representing Madoda Kula.

MR REDPAS: That is correct Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Do you want to address us?

MR REDPAS: Mr Chairperson, yes. On behalf of the implicated person, Madoda Kula, he has submitted a written
statement, it is not in affidavit form, to the Commission and to the Committee and he has, in respect of an unrelated
matter, made application for amnesty, a copy of which is attached to his written representation of his statement. Mr
Chairperson, you will note from the content of that statement it is a short one, Mr Kula, Mr Madoda Kula maintains that
he was not present at the incident to which two witnesses immediately preceding us have testified. Based on what I have
heard and, presumably, what you yourself Mr Chairperson, members of the Committee have heard, there is no evidence
to show that Madoda Kula was indeed a member of that group that attacked that house. It was a tragic incident. We also
are not without emotion. We sympathise with the members of the family. However, we maintain our innocence in
respect of that particular incident. We also wish to point out that two other persons mentioned in the notification send to
us, were, in fact, according to our knowledge, charged with that incident and subsequently acquitted. It is not as has
been testified to by the witnesses that the case was simply withdrawn. Our knowledge is to the effect that they were
acquitted after due process of law. We wish to confirm ...

CHAIRPERSON: You are referring to Mr Magodola and Mr Mati? Here, alright, it says that ...

MR REDPAS: Welcome Makaloba

CHAIRPERSON: Makaloba, it is wrongly spelt. You are saying that those two where charged and a trial held and they
were acquitted.

MR REDPAS: That is the extent of our knowledge. We cannot present that to the Committee as a fact. That is just our
knowledge and belief at this stage. As I presume, the knowledge and belief of the family was that the case was simply
withdrawn. There is a substantial difference.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay.

MR REDPAS: We wish to confirm, however, this is on behalf of Madoda Kula, that he was questioned by the police in
respect of the incident to which the witnesses have testified, but he was released and he was not charged for that
incident which, in itself, I present to the Committee, corroborates their evidence that they were unable to identify the
perpetrators as eye-witnesses. Such information which came to hand later was hearsay, second or third-hand at best and
it is upon that basis too that the submission is made on behalf of Madoda Kula that he cannot be implicated at this stage
on evidence before the Committee in that incident.



An additional aspect which we wish to highlight and to confirm, because it has been testified to by the two witnesses
preceding us, is that Mr Madoda Kula was on the identity parade about which there has been evidence before this
Committee and he was not identified. At this stage that is all Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kula we will put you under oath and then just to have you confirm what your lawyer has just
submitted to us. Could you then ...

MADODA KULA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson he has been sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you listen? Do you understand English? MR KULA: Yes

CHAIRPERSON: You heard Advocate Redpas take us through your statement and adding a few things to your written
statement. Do you confirm that, to your knowledge, all that has been said is the truth, just for us to have it on record that
you have confirmed it?

MR KULA: Yes

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Are there any questions? Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I just want to start off by asking Mr Redpas, I see that there is a copy of an
amnesty application here. Do you want to refer to that, the amnesty application that was made by your client to the
Amnesty Committee? Do you want to refer to that or would you have a problem if we refer to the contents of the
applicationer?

MR REDPAS: I have no problem with any reference being made to the contents of that. That is after all Mr Madoda
Kula's version of the events. That incident ...

ADV SANDI: Is a separate incident.

MR REDPAS: ... is not the incident to which the two witnesses preceding us have testified.

ADV SANDI: When was that application for amnesty made?

MR REDPAS: Mr Chairperson, if I could just quickly take instruction on that. Does the date not appear on the
application itself, Mr Chairperson?

ADV SANDI: Is it the ninth May 1997?

MR REDPAS: It was signed on the ninth and submitted on the tenth.

ADV SANDI: The tenth, that was the last day for the submission of applications for amnesty.

MR REDPAS: I believe so, yes.

ADV SANDI: Now let us talk about the incident in regard to which your client had applied for amnesty. When did this
happen?

MR REDPAS: 22nd Of October 1992.

ADV SANDI: This is five years later. The incident happened in 1992, as you have said, and the application is made and
submitted on the tenth May 1997, the last day for the submission of applications for amnesty. Am I correct?

MR REDPAS: In everything but one. The incident happened seven days after the incident to which the witnesses before
this court testified before this Commission. The witnesses testified that the incident happened on the 15th of October



1992. The incident in respect of which Madoda Kula has applied for amnesty happened on the 22nd which is seven
days. Otherwise everything that has been put to me is correct.

ADV SANDI: I have heard the contents of the application for amnesty and it seems to me that the matter in which he
had applied for amnesty appears to be less serious than the one in which he is alleged to have been involved.

MR REDPAS: Correct.

ADV SANDI: In this particular amnesty application matter no people were killed, no human being died as the result of
the action which he has confessed to have committed.

MR REDPAS: Correct.

ADV SANDI: Is it a coincidence that he should submit an application for amnesty in regard to a matter in which no
people died? Is it a coincident and not a matter where some people have died?

MR REDPAS: I am not certain what you mean to convey to me by suggesting is it not a coincidence. The only reason
for placing that before this Committee is to distinguish between the two incidents. There was one incident to which
Madoda Kula says, I did do it, but that is not the incident for which he has been requested to appear before this
Committee and in respect of which the witnesses have testified.

ADV SANDI: The matter in which he has applied for amnesty is a matter or it is a crime that was committed in Alice?

MR REDPAS: Yes, Msobomvu, Msobomvu Location.

ADV SANDI: Is that the same place, is it the same locality where the incident that was referred to by the witness, by the
two witnesses it took place?

MR REDPAS: Correct. Seven days apart.

ADV SANDI: Can I ask your client some questions, sir?

MR REDPAS: Certainly.

ADV SANDI: Did Mr Galana speak with you? Did he ask you about what Mr Xhanda had said?

MR KULA: No.

ADV SANDI: What did he ask you about?

MR KULA: He asked me about the Ngece incident.

ADV SANDI: Did he not say that there was a certain Mr Xhanda from King William's Town who was a member of the
Ciskei?

CHAIRPERSON: Have access to the earphones.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. A Mr Galana who is investigating this case, did he speak to you?

MR KULA: Yes, he did.

ADV SANDI: What did he ask you? What did he say to you?

MR KULA: He was asking me about the Ngece incident.

ADV SANDI: He did not ask you about what Mr Xhanda said?



MR KULA: No.

ADV SANDI: Did he ask you whether you knew Mr Xhanda?

MR KULA: Yes, he asked me.

ADV SANDI: Do you know Mr Xhanda?

MR KULA: Yes, I know him.

ADV SANDI: Where do you know him?

MR KULA: We were working, we were working together and I know him from the community.

ADV SANDI: Is he staying in Msobomvu?

MR KULA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where were you on this particular day when this incident took place?

MR KULA: I was not there.

ADV SANDI: Where were you?

MR KULA: I was at home in Stutterheim.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear about the incident?

MR KULA: Yes, I heard about it over the radio.

ADV SANDI: What did you hear over the radio?

MR KULA: I heard that there were people who died in Msobomvu belonging to the Ngece family.

ADV SANDI: Did you believe that?

MR KULA: I did not believe it, because I was not there and I did not see it.

ADV SANDI: After you returned to the location, did you hear that this actually happened?

MR KULA: I did not return to the location.

ADV SANDI: Do you know the Ngece family?

MR KULA: Yes, because we were all staying in the same village.

ADV SANDI: Did you have any conflict with them?

MR KULA: No.

ADV SANDI: Mr Chairperson, that is all I wanted to ask for now. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Rev Xundu?

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Kula, at this time who were you working for? At the time of this
incident on the 15th of October who were you working for?



MR KULA: I was working for the Ciskei Defence Force.

REV XUNDU: Was it a usual thing for you to go and patrol in the villages or was it for the first time that this thing
happened according to your knowledge?

MR KULA: Can you please repeat your question?

REV XUNDU: As you were listening to the testimony the police used to come to the houses beating people. Was it the
first time this incident happened according to your knowledge that the police would go to the village and beat and
assault people?

MR KULA: I am not sure, because I was not deployed.

REV XUNDU: You mean that you were never involved, you were never deployed to the villages?

MR KULA: No.

REV XUNDU: At the time of the incident, the people who said that they were ANC members, were they unbanned at
this time?

MR KULA: I am not sure.

REV XUNDU: When was the ANC unbanned according to your knowledge?

MR KULA: I do not know, because I am not politically active.

REV XUNDU: What was your duty in the Ciskeian Defence Force?

MR KULA: I was in their logistic department.

REV XUNDU: You were not aware of the banned meetings, you were not aware that they were unbanned?

MR KULA: This is not connected to my duty.

REV XUNDU: As a citizen, were you not aware that the ANC was unbanned, were you not aware that there were
negotiations between the ANC and the Government?

MR KULA: I could, I use to hear this over the radio.

REV XUNDU: As a person who was working for the Government, you are supposed to be current concerning the
security of the country. We want the truth from you. You were protecting the Government of Ciskei, but you are saying
that you were not aware of whether the ANC was unbanned. Do you want us to believe this?

MR REDPAS: Mr Chairperson, with respect, I have been following these questions. They do not seem to be at all
relevant to show that Madoda Kula may or may not have been at the scene to which the witnesses have testified.

REV XUNDU: The reason why I ask these questions, Mr Chairperson, is to ascertain and to make sure that the people
that were involved in this matter as soldiers, he was also a soldier, they would, they would go into the villages beating
people up, intimidating people. I want to ascertain whether he was part of this or not. Therefore I am asking questions
that are going to reveal that he is not part of this at all as he says. So therefore on this day you were in Stutterheim?

MR KULA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: You therefore have nothing to do with this incident with the Ngece family?

MR KULA: Nothing.



REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Kula, you have applied for amnesty for having thrown a hand grenade on the 15th of October
1992, no, 22nd of October 1992. Is that so?

MR KULA: Yes, that is so.

CHAIRPERSON: This house is not connected to the Ngece home at all?

MR KULA: No.

CHAIRPERSON: That was another attack altogether?

MR KULA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you know how many attacks were in Msobomvu at the time?

MR KULA: No, I am not aware.

CHAIRPERSON: You are not aware and the 22nd October 1992 incident was just on its own? What is the relation
between you and the Ngece family? What is happening now?

MR KULA: I do not stay in that village anymore. I do not see them. I sometimes see them in King William's Town. I
have nothing against them.

CHAIRPERSON: Well, thank you very much for appearing before us Mr Kula and thank you Advocate Redpas. We are
not contemplating making a finding on Mr Kula now. We have notified him that he is going to be mentioned in the
testimony that will be presented to us as the Commission. We are still going to make a decision on whether we want to
make a finding on him as a perpetrator or not and if we are, at any stage, contemplating, making a finding in that record,
we will duly notify him through yourselves now that you are representing him and we will then give him a chance to
address us before we make that finding. For now we are going to be going into investigations. We will be interested in
talking further to Mr Galana who seems to have implicated him and investigate and see if we want to contemplate a
finding on him.

MR REDPAS: As the Committee pleases, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

MR REDPAS: May we please be excused?

CHAIRPERSON: Yes.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: I would like to greet you Sir, this afternoon. Mr Jackson Malibishe Bani. Please stand up. Can you
hear properly ?.

JACKSON MALIBISHE BANI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Sir. You may sit down. Mr Tsiki Sandi. Thank you, Mr Chairman.

MR SANDI: Mr Bani, you are here to tell us about what happened at your home, but it was not only your home, it was
together with other families. You were, forcefully removed from Bluerock Farm to Potsdam. Is that correct Sir ?

MR BANI: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Who was forcefully removing here, you from Bluerock Farm ?

MR BANI: I, we were told that Sebe wanted us to be removed from Bluerock Farm.

MR SANDI: For how long did you stay in Bluerock Farm ?

MR BANI: I’m not sure, but it was not for a long time.

MR SANDI: You say that the Ciskeian police came.

MR BANI: Yes. At that time, I had a place in Kadi, I arrived in the morning from work.

When I arrived, people were forcefully removed.

MR SANDI: You said that there was damage done by the police, due to this.

MR BANI: I did not see this.

MR SANDI: You furniture, did, were, was it damaged ?

MR BANI: What I heard is that Reggie’s chicken were removed, were also taken.

MR SANDI: Who is Reggie ?

MR BANI: Reggie is a white farmer.



MR SANDI: You were then taken to Potsdam. Were there any other people who were helping the police in this act ?

MR BANI: Yes, there were people who helped the police.

MR SANDI: Were they helping the police, in which way, what were they doing ?

MR BANI: They were taking people with their lorries, removing them from this place.

MR SANDI: Are these people known as the Vigilantes ?

MR BANI: No. They are the people from the Municipality.

MR SANDI: Were you staying in shacks or in houses ?

MR BANI: Some were staying in shacks and some in houses.

MR SANDI: You were then taken to Potsdam ?

MR BANI: Yes, we are removed to Potsdam.

MR SANDI: Were you promised, did anyone promise to build houses for you in Potsdam ?

MR BANI: We were not told anything, we were just forcefully removed.

MR SANDI: In your statement, Mr Bani, you said that the Government of Ciskei promised you to build houses in
Potsdam. Is that correct ?

MR BANI: No, that is not correct. No houses were built.

MR SANDI: Was there a promise ?

MR BANI: I don’t know, maybe I didn’t hear about it.

MR SANDI: Mr Bani, do have a request to the Commission to-day ?

MR BANI: Yes, I do, because our furniture was damaged, it was very difficult for us especially in Potsdam.

MR SANDI: In your statement you mentioned that you’d like the Truth Commission to do whatever it feels necessary.

MR BANI: I’m here to make my request.

MR SANDI: Please tell us your request, Sir.

MR BANI: Yes, I’m going to tell your request.

MR SANDI: Please tell us, Sir.

MR BANI: I don’t know what the Commission can do for me, but I would like to do a request to the Government.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Sir. Is that all you wanted to say ? Is that all you wanted to say concerning this matter Sir ?

MR BANI: But there are also details I didn’t ask about, but we do have them in our statements.

MR SANDI: When I was asking you questions, I did not ask you everything, because I noted that we have information
in our statements.

MR BANI: Yes, you do have an information, but I don’t know why you did not ask me.



MR SANDI: Thank you, Sir. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you, Sir. It is clear that you are an old man now, but we do

have details of your story in front of us. We’ve also noted your request that you would like the Government to do, to
help you because you lost your furniture and your house. We’ll forward you request to those in authority. Thank you,
Sir, you may now go back to your seat.

MR BANI: Thank you.

 

--------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend for starting our day for us by a prayer. We welcome people who are going to
appear before the Commission to-day on our last day in Kingwilliam’s Town. We will ask Ms Maya to give us the order
of the day. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Honourable Commissioner this morning of Wednesday, 14th of May 1997 our last day here in King
William’s Town. I have a list of people who are going to appear before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. We
have people from four regions. King William’s Town, Zwelitsha, Ginsberg and Komga but there are people from
Monday which are going to be included in the list. In to-day’s list we have 22 people but because of those who are
supposed to appear on Monday we are going to have 25 people. I will read out the witness, the victim, nature of
violation, area and the year of the incident.

We have : Malibishe Jackson Bani, talking about himself, severe ill-treatment, 1985.

Siyalana Mathinzini, talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in King William’s Town, 1992.

Luvuyo Siyo, talking about Nombulelo Siyo who was murdered in King William’s Town in 1992.

Zanyiwe Evelyn Matyolo, talking about Zalisile Ernest Matyolo who was murdered in Zwelitsha, 1985.

Mandla Christopher Bobe, talking about himself, attempted murder in Zwelitsha, 1985.

Jeremiah Ndudula, talking about himself, harassment in Zwelitsha, 1984.

Zodwa Patsa, talking about Vuyani Patsa who was murdered in Zwelitsha in 1985.

Masizole Skiet, who will be talking about himself, attempted murder in Zwelitsha in 1993.

Bukwana Bildokwe, who will be talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in Zwelitsha in 1992.

Ntsikelelo Wellington Solani, who will be talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in Zwelitsha, 1991.

Nomava Lillian Mzinzi, talking about Nancy Vera Mzinzi who was murdered in Zwelitsha, 1991.

Mpumeleli Elias Dara, talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in Zwelitsha, 1991.

Bulukazieles George, who will be talking about Thembalakhe George who was murdered in Ginsberg, 1985.

Georgina Nomvuyo Marai, talking about Lipota Marai who was murdered in Lesotho, 1982.



Thabi Ngange, who will be talking about Funeka Nobantu Ngange and Nomriti Nombande Ngange, who were murdered
in Komga in 1990.

Ronald Ngqandu, who will be talking about himself, attempted murder in Komga, 1990.

Matse Wellington Mbenento, who will be talking about himself, attempted murder in Komga, 1991.

Zanyiwe Mfono, who will be talking about Kenneth Masibonge Mfono who was murdered in Komga, 1989.

Nobesuthu Patience Mbelekana who will be talking about Mbulelo Archie Mbelekana who was murdered in Komga in
1993.

Mark Richard Sparg who will be talking about himself, severe ill-treatment and arson in Komga, 1993.

Thembeka Gladys Bata talking about Lizo Desmond Bata who was murdered in King William’s Town, 1992.

That is all Mr Chairperson.

I will now read those who are supposed to appear on Monday.

Daniel Paulos Nongena, talking about himself, who was tortured in King William’s Town, 1963 up to 1975.

Makhi Boyi talking about himself, torture in King William’s Town from 1963 to 1966.

Mvuzo Johnson Nongena who will be talking about himself. He was tortured in King William’s Town from 1963 to
1975.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Maya.

Will you all please stand up to give respect to those who passed away: Nombulelo Siyo, Zalisile Ernest Matyolo,
Vuyani Patsa, Nancy Vera Mzini, Thembalakhe George Lipota Marai, Funeka Nobantu Ngange and Nomriti Nombande
Ngange, Kenneth Masibonge Mfono, Mbbulelo Archie Mbelekana Lizo Desmond Bata.

May they rest in peace, O Lord.

CHAIRPERSON: We will call Malabishe Jackson Bani.

MS MAYA: Malabishe Jackson Bani. Is he here ?
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CHAIRPERSON: We request that Tembega Gladys Bata come forward please.

TEMBEGA GLADYS BATA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We request that Ntsikii Sandi lead you in evidence on behalf of the Commission. Thank you Mr
Chairperson.

MR SANDI: Mrs Bata, I also welcome you. You are going to talk about Lizo Desmond Bata, is that so ?.

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: The late Mr Bata was your husband, is that so ?.

MRS BATA: Yes, Sir.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us fully what happened to him.

MRS BATA: It was in 1992, on a Monday that, at about, before 9 o’clock, we were watching TV and we heard a sound.
Something was being thrown, we thought. My husband got up to peep He opened the door, the front door, he did not see
anything. He closed the door but there was a funny smell, like smoke. He then went towards the back to see what was
happening. As we were running towards the bedroom. We went towards

the bedroom, running from the smoke. We got into the bedrooms then one of the children shouted that we should go
outside because we are going to suffocate from the smoke. We ran over the fence and we went to our next-door
neighbour’s house. We did not know what was going on. An ambulance was called and I was taken to hospital. I heard
at the hospital the next day that my husband had passed away.

MR SANDI: Were there people Mrs Bata, who were arrested for this ?.

MRS BATA: No.

MR SANDI: Before this happened, were there incidents at home like this ?.

MRS BATA: No.

MR SANDI: Were there people perhaps from the Ciskeian Defence Force or Ciskeian Police Force who would come to
your house looking for a particular person ?.



MRS BATA: The Ciskeian soldiers would come looking for Xembisi Bata but they would not go to home, but to the
other house.

MR SANDI: Who was Xembisi Bata?.

MRS BATA: That is our Nephew.

MR SANDI: Therefore its a member of the family ?.

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: According to your statement you suspect the perpetrators, you have an idea.

MRS BATA: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: Would you tell us about these people?

MRS BATA: I suspect the Ciskeian soldiers.

MR SANDI: Do you have reason to suspect the Ciskeian soldiers ?

MRS BATA: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: Could you give us these reasons ?.

MRS BATA: First of all, when the bomb was exploding, this, when the bomb, after the bomb exploded the soldiers
were there in the yard.

MR SANDI: Did you get any treatment from the doctor ?

MRS BATA: I used to go to the doctor in 1992 and 93.

MR SANDI: Did you have children with Mr Bata ?.

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: How old are the children ?

MRS BATA: My eldest was born in 1973, the second born 1976 and the, and, and my third 1977, my last one 1985.

MR SANDI: Are they all at school ?

MRS BATA: Yes, they are.

MR SANDI: Could you tell us how the children were affected by this incident. Surely they were affected cause they
were quite young when the father passed away.

MRS BATA: I did not notice anything.

MR SANDI: How do they feel about the way their father died ?

MRS BATA: They were very hurt.

MR SANDI: What was your father doing, your husband doing ?.

MRS BATA: He was a taxi man.



MR SANDI: How long had he been a taxi man ?

MRS BATA: Quite a while. More than 11 years.

MR SANDI: Why do you think that the Ciskeian Defence Force killed Lizo Desmond Bata ?

MRS BATA: I think that it was a mistaken, they were looking for Xembisi.

MR SANDI: Are these house, are their houses next to each other ?

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Where were you staying at the time ?

MRS BATA: At Xue Xue. Xue Xue township.

MR SANDI: Next to Bisho ?

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR. SANDI: Is that all the evidence that you have, Mrs Bata ?

MRS BATA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request in connection with this incident ?

MRS BATA: I would like to know the perpetrators. Who they are.

MR SANDI: You have a request according to your statement, about your children.

MRS BATA: If I could be helped with the children, so that they can be educated.

MR SANDI: Was Mr Bata politically active. Did he belong to any political organization ?

MRS BATA: No, he did not belong to any political organization.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Bata. If, perhaps there’s something you have left out, maybe it will be revealed as the other
panelists ask questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Calls June Crichton.

MRS CRICHTON: Can you hear me, Mrs Bata ?

MRS BATA: Yes, I can hear you.

MRS CRICHTON: Just one question. Did you get any legal advice about this at all,

make a statement to the police or approach an attorney ?

MRS BATA: I gave a statement to the police.

MRS CRICHTON: Did anything happen as a result of that ?.

MRS BATA: There was a investigation, but no results came of it.

MRS CRICHTON: Your husband was a member, well not a member, but he was a taxi driver for 11 years. He belonged
to Bata. Was there any assistance from them when this happened ?



MRS BATA: We were not helped at all.

MR SANDI: Mrs Bata I just need clarity. What was the taxi association that your husband was a member of ?

MRS BATA: It was Begita.

MR SANDI: At the time of the incident, Mrs Bata, was there perhaps unrest with, especially the taxi men. Were they
fighting at the time ?.

MRS BATA: No.

MR SANDI: You said you reported this at the police. Who as a policeman was leading the investigation ?.

MRS BATA: I do not know, but it was at Zwelitsha police station.

MR SANDI: Did the police come to you to take a statement ?.

MRS BATA: Yes, they did.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions ?.

Mrs Bata, we thank you very much. We’ll remember this day that you’re talking about when your husband Lizo was
shot. The Commission will look into your

request that we’ve investigate what the contribution of the police was in investigating this

matter. As you say according to your statement, you say you would like to know who the perpetrators are, so that you
can forgive them. We trust that our investigative unit will be able to fulfill this need. Thank you for having forward with
this statement. If there’s more details we need, we will come to you Mrs Bata. Thank you for now.

 

--------------------------------
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DANIEL PAULOS NONGENA: (sworn states)

MAHKI BOYI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: First of all I would like to apologize that on Monday when we were meant to give testimony before
the Commission, you were not able to do so, because of a request given to us by Mr Card whom you had listed in your
statement. We’ll hand over to Mr Sandi to lead evidence.

MR SANDI: Mr Chairperson, we will start with Mr Boyi. Could he come closer to the mike please. Mr Boyi, when I
look at this statement before us you say that in 1963 you were ill-treated by the police as a member of the PAC. Mr Boyi
could you tell us what happened on this particular day in 1963 and who the police were that are the perpetrators.

MR BOYI: Mr Chairperson in 1963, I was arrested and I was sentenced in 1964.

MR SANDI: Why were you arrested ?

MR BOYI: Because I was a member of the PAC, as it was banned at the time. This is why I was arrested. In 1964,
March, I was sentenced and I was taken to Robben Island. I

came back after 2 years. In 1966, I stayed in Hanga. The one day 3 policemen came and my boss said I’m being called
by these policemen. Mr Card introduced himself to me, e. They requested that I get into the car with them. I left. We got
to King William’s Town at the office. They closed me into the car, locked me into the car. They came back after a few
minutes, got into the car. They did not tell me where they were taking me. This car was driven toward Nchoga. It was in
the morning. When we came close to the river next to Nchoga, they stopped the car. They got off the car. They asked
me if I know Umgazi. I said that I do not know him. The policeman that was standing next to me took me out of the car.
He said that we are not playing games here.

They handcuffed me onto a pole. They said that I must tell the truth, I know Umgazi who’s got a garage in East London,
a petrol station. I did not know this Mr Umgazi. They said that he had a petrol station with Pan African motives as its
name. Mr Card then shot into the air and said that if I do not tell the truth, I was going to die there. They did not beat me
up. They, they unchained me, put me into the car. This car was driven to the Supreme Court in Grahamstown. They
locked me into the car yet again. They asked if I would recognize Mr Umgazi if I saw him then. I re-iterated that I did
not know him.. They went inside. It was the first time I saw Mr Umgazi in Grahamstown. Late in the afternoon they



took me home. They left, they actually left in the evening on the way home. They did not take me home. That is my
complaint here to-day. It is Mr Card who threatened me.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. You say that this Mr Card introduced himself to you.

MR BOYI: Yes, he introduced himself.

MR SANDI: Did he give his full name and his title ?

MR BOYI: He did not say whether he’s a sergeant or not, he just said that he was Mr Card and introduced the other two.
I can’t remember their names.

MR SANDI: Did you hear about him after that ?

MR BOYI: Yes.

MR SANDI: What did you hear about him ?

MR BOYI: He was known in East London, also this side. He used to move around with Xantisebe. He would investigate
political organizations. It was a long time ago when this incident occurred.

MR SANDI: Would you recognize him if you’d see him ?

MR BOYI: I don’t know, because it was a long time ago.

MR SANDI: Is that all the evidence, Mr Boyi ?

MR BOYI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you have requests before the Commission ?

MR BOYI: Excuse me ?

MR SANDI: Do you have requests before the Commission in connection with this incident ?

MR BOYI: Mr Chairperson, I have no requests. This man was doing his job.

MR SANDI: In your statement you say that you wish to meet him. Is that so ?

MR BOYI: Yes, I’d like to see him now that I’m free as well.

MR SANDI: Do you have reasons to request this meeting ?

MR BOYI: I just want to see him now that I am free and in liberation, I just want to see him and look at him.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Boyi. Lets continue with Mr Nongena. Mr Nongena, your

full names are Daniel Paulos Nongena. Is that so ?

MR NONGENA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Your story is similar to Mr Boyi’s one. Where you in the same organization ? Your incidents happened
around the same time and the same place. What happened to you, Mr Nongena, on this year.

MR NONGENA: It was in 1963. Neogo was arrested. They were leading us in our organization. We would have
meetings in the forest. We would try to make our own weapons to protect ourselves as we’d come to King William’s



Town We then came to King William’s Town. We got to the Police Station where the court is now. There was a Post
Office. We went into the back door, when we got there, there were people waiting for us already. We got there and our
men that were taken from the village were there. The police started shooting in the air. Jegexho was shot and my older
brother, George Nongena. We then left town. Kolegenjo and my elder brother, because they could not move were left
behind. We heard over the radio that they were found in King William’s Town. The next morning, on the 9th, Xanti
Sebe came to the village. They arrested us and took us to King William’s Town. Charle Sebe came with Hatala. Donald
Card was not there. They took us to King William’s Town. They put us into water in a straight-jacket .

MR SANDI: What is a straight-jacket ?

MR NONGENA: It’s a sack. They put you into the sack, they tie it up and they throw you into the water then you , the
water inevitably comes into your mouth and stomach and stomach would be full of water. They take you out, pump you,
pump out the water and put you back again, saying that we must tell the truth.

MR SANDI: They wanted you totalk.

MR NONGENA: Yes, they wanted us, they were demanding the truth. On the second day, they came again, took us out
of the cell. We were taken out. They took.. They would... It was, it was like routine. They’d take us out of the cell and
into the water. There was... Donald Card there. Xanti, Xanti would say that he was going to call Donald Card for us,
who was going to sort us out. It was difficult to see him because it was at night but I would hear them calling out his
name, Donald Card.

MR SANDI: Are you referring to Xanti, Xanti Charles Sebe ?

MR NONGENA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Please repeat this. You’re saying that, what did Charles Sebe say about Card ?

MR NONGENA: Charles said that Card was going to sort us out.

MR SANDI: Where was Donald Card at the time ?

R NONGENA: There were three of them, it was at night. I cannot identify him. They would beat us up behind the
prison.

MR SANDI: Thank you Sir. Is that all the evidence, Mr Nongena.

MR NONGENA: I, I don’t want to continue now, but the white man in Robben Island also ill-treated me. When, after
we had been sentenced in Robben Island, by the time Mandela got into jail we were there already, being ill-treated and
tortured

MR SANDI: Do you have a request in connection with this incident ?

MR NONGENA: I do, there are a lot of people who died in our area in the struggle for liberation. There should be some
form of project for the whole village. I do not want to have compensations just for myself, I want it for the entire
village, because it was for the people that I was fighting for.

you beaten up ?

MR SANDI: I will hand over to the Chairperson.

MS MAYA : Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Nongena, I’d like to ask you a question. You said that at night when you
were taken behind the prison, were you were beaten up?

MR NONGENA: There were three people, Mazinxanti, that you knew who was Charles.



CHAIRPERSON: What about the others ? What type of a man was he ?

MR NONGENA: It was a white man.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you perhaps know who the 3rd person was ?

MR NONGENA: Yes, it is Xanti whose mentioned his name.

CHAIRPERSON: When Xanti said that Card is going to sort you out, what did Card do ?

MR NONGENA: Card would beat us up.

CHAIRPERSON: With what ?

MR NONGENA: He would kick us, punch us. He was demanding the truth, so to speak.

CHAIRPERSON: What was the duration of time ?

MR NONGENA: It was over a few days. It is Charles and Hatanga that were there all the time. Card was not there all
the time. I said that they must take a true report, put it on my forehead and rather shoot me.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, you’re saying that Card was there only on one night?

MR NONGENA: Yes, he was present the one night only.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Boyi, maybe you can clarify the form of torture that was used on

you people. Mr Nongena said that a straight-jacket was used as a form of torture. What were they using with you ?

MR BOYI: They were beating us up, punching and kicking.

CHAIRPERSON: In your evidence you said there were three policemen, but the one you remember, is Card. You’ve
forgotten the others. Could you give us a reason why it is that you would remember Card only.

MR BOYI: I remember his name because a lot of people were talking about card in a similar manner. This is why I did
not forget his name. He was known for torturing people.

CHAIRPERSON: Xanti Sebe, known as Charles Sebe. Was he in King William’s Town or East London ?

MR BOYI: King William’s Town.

CHAIRPERSON: And Card ?

MR BOYI: He was stationed in East London, but I would see him often in King William’s Town, but apparently he was
stationed in East London.

CHAIRPERSON: In your evidence Mr Boyi. In your evidence you mentioned Johnson Nongena. Sorry, it is the other
gentleman that mentioned his name. Please give him the mike. Mr Nongena in your evidence your mentioned Johnson
Nongena. Where you arrested together?

MR NONGENA: They were arrested before me.

CHAIRPERSON: When you were tortured with the method of a straight-jacket, was Mr Nongena there ?



MR NONGENA: He was there, but he’d been shot already. We were in different cells,

we were not in the same cell.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there people that you remember who are still alive, who would help us with this evidence,
witnesses perhaps ?

MR NONGENA: The person who would help me has passed away. He had a car accident. He would help me, were he
alive.

CHAIRPERSON: The last question, Mr Boyi. When you were arrested, you were at work ? Your boss called you and
told you that the police had come to arrest you. Do you remember your boss’s name ?

MR BOYI: It was Mr Botha.

CHAIRPERSON: Which firm was this ?

MR BOYI: Athangkite is now referred to as water affairs.

CHAIRPERSON: You probably don’t know his first name because we did not know outr boss’s first names at the time.
Who ? Botha ?

MR BOYI: No I don’t know him. We just referred to him as Botha. I don’t expect you to know because we referred to
him as Baas.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for your evidence. It humbles us to know that this battle was fought from of old by elderly
people like you, our parents. People under the impression that the youths in the 1980’s were the people of the struggle
for liberation. As we are learning and growing within the Commission, especially in Pondoland, we heard elderly,
elderly men who were fighting in the early 60’s on the mountains in Pondoland for liberation. That makes us realize that
we are a people who sacrificed themselves from of old for the liberation that we have to-day. Thank you, Mr Nongena.

Even though you were touched deeply and you cried. We are not happy, they are happy,

they hurt us. We thank you that when you were asked to list your requests, you were altruistic enough to think of the
other people in the village and not yourself. A lot of people are self-centered. If they need a mat that is that. They forget
about the rest of the nation.

Your request that there be a monument for all those who passed on through the struggle for liberation. You said that
there should also be a project that would help the people of the village and not yourself. There are only a few men like
you. We should learn from you, so that we also can be honourable people one day. We thank you both for your
evidence. We request that you now step down, knowing that you have touched us deeply. Thank you.

We welcome you, Mr Clarke. You have already introduced yourself, to us, but just for sake of record, could you please
just confirm that you are who you are and the instructions that have been given to you.

MR CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I am, I’ve been requested to assist Mr Donald Card? at the hearing and the
name is Clarke, the initial I.

 

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much.

MR CLARKE: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Welcome, Mr Card?. We will request you to take the oath, so that the testimony that are giving is
under oath. Over to you Reverend Xundu.



MR CARD?: (sworn states)

( The speaker’s mike is not on).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Card? and Mr Clarke. I will, I will be asking Mr Clarke perhaps just to quickly address
us on the procedure that he wants to follow, but before I do so, I would like to welcome you. We had some confusion
when your name was

mentioned in a hearing in Queenstown by a certain Mr Yoyo . At that time we operated on the understanding that we are
not required to give notification, but since then we have had a ruling of the appellate division which requires us to give
notification of a person who is likely to be named in a hearing and who, according to the statement received by us is
named as an alleged perpetrator, so we duly given you notification in this regard and you have indicated that you would
like to come and give your side of the story to the Commission so that it’s on record and whatever decision we
contemplate making on the matter, we have your side of the story and this is the opportunity for you to do so, but of
course Mr Clarke will take his responsibility of choosing the matter that he would like to follow.

MR CLARKE: May I just clarify firstly, that the matter was postponed on Monday, I understand, until to-day, but the
date and time of to-day of 11 o’clock was actually arranged with Advocate Sandi and it wasn’t that we weren’t here on
Monday. It was actually a time arranged with Advocate Sandi to appear to-day, if I may just clarify that issue.

CHAIRPERSON: Well, we regret the misinformation that we received.

MR CLARKE: Thank you. The other aspect, the first aspect that arises. We were furnished with a summary of the
evidence to be given by Mr Boyi and by Mr Nongena. We have listened this morning to their evidence. On the strength
of the summary which was furnished to us, an affidavit was prepared by Mr Card?, by us, on behalf of Mr Card? and
has been handed to the Commission and which I understand is in your possession. It dealt with the allegations as set out
in the summary, although as it indicated, was a very brief summary, Mr Card? did the best he could to deal with the
allegations. It seems

however, from listening to the evidence this morning from Mr Boyi particularly, that there seems to be a measure of
deviation from the summary that was handed to us, in that the summary alleges that the incidents took place as is listed
in or set out in Paragraph 1 of the summary, during or around 1963. As I understood Mr Boyi’s evidence this morning,
nothing transpired , as far as Mr Card? is concerned, in 1963 but that the incident took place in 1966 and as such there
were further allegations set out in the summary which obviously do not pertain any longer to Mr Card?. For example, if
I may read the allegations contained therein that he was in 1963 severely assaulted and tortured. Certainly from his
evidence to-day, certainly it does not relate to Mr Card? in any way and he says he was shot while being interrogated.
He didn’t actually mention that to-day as far as I could hear and that was also alled he was shot in 1963. I’m not sure
who to-day he alleges shot him or whether is still alleges that he was shot. He does mention that he was continuously
harassed by, allegedly by Mr Card? and Mr Xanti Sebe. At times he visited in work but only, but he doesn’t allege that
to-day as far I can see either. If I may lead Mr Card? to deal with the allegations as they have been put to-day.

Mr Card?, you’ve heard the allegations to-day. I think that it is common cause there was no allegation against you in
respect of any incident in 1963 as the evidence was led to-day, and as I put to the Commissioner it was contrary to the,
to the summary that was given to us, as to the allegations that were made. In any event, if we deal with the allegations,
do you know Mr Makhi Boyi ? Have you met him before.

MR CARD?: I’ve never seen him in my life, Mr Chairman, members of the Committee. I saw him here for the first
time, in fact I was looking around to see who were the, who would be looking at me to see who I was to-day to see
whether I could identify and only

when they came up here, did I realize for the first time that those were obviously the people. I have never seen them in
my life before.

MR CLARKE: Mr Card?, Mr Boyi ...



CHAIRPERSON: Well, just an interruption, Mr Clarke. I’m sorry. We are doing a very important work here. Perhaps
the others don’t think so, but this is very important. Please give us an opportunity to do our work properly in, with
dignity, with no comments from the floor. When the two gentlemen in front are giving their evidence. Thank you for
your help.

MR CLARKE: Mr Chairperson, I’d like just to continue to deal with the allegations as they were presented this
morning.

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, I think what I should do, is deal with some of the issues that I had in my original statement
and then I’ll, I can deal with what is being said here. I repeat that I do not know these two gentlemen, nor did I know the
gentleman from, who made the allegation in Queenstown, Mr Yoyo. I’ve never, I’ve never seen them in my life before.
Mr Chairman, I joined the Police Force in 1947. 1949, I became a detective and my duties as a policeman was to keep
law and order in this country, in accordance with the existing laws. At no time did I consider that I should not take steps
against those who broke the law, merely because they were fighting against the injustices of the apartheid laws. I want
that clear. That was my duties at the time and when that did become an issue, I resigned from the Police Force. In other
words, at a later stage in my life, I realized that in fact it was affecting me and I resigned. With regard to where I was
and now at 66. I think, let me start off by saying that I, because I was, I was, I’m a Xhosa linguist, I was sent by the
Commissioner of Police to various

places, throughout the country, and I must say, I think I was successful with regard to the cases I handled. I handles
cases in Port Elizabeth, I handled cases in Cape Town, in Durban, Pretoria and Johannesburg. I was very well known
amongst all the political people in this country. In fact I also gave evidence in the Rivonia trial, so I know my name was
bandied about quite a lot and I can also say that there were times when I was in other parts of the country, that
allegations were made against me and it was obviously a mistaken identity. I want to say right now, Mr Chairman, that I
don’t deny what these gentlemen are saying, maybe they were assaulted, but whatever the case is, it’s mistaken identity.
I was definitely not here. I have never worked in King William’s Town. There’s a possibility and the odd time that I
passed through here. I want to say that I didn’t work with Charles Sebe. I went with him on one occasion, I was
involved with him. We went to Robben Island in connection with ANC matters and not PAC matters. I went with him to
Robben Island and we came back together, but I never worked with Charles Sebe here in King William’s Town. Gert
Hattingh and I worked together on a sabotage case at Alice, where a pole was cut and at that, while we were together, he
became a, well lets call him a confident of mine and he told me how he had smashed Allan Paton’s car windows up at
Hogsback. From that day, Mr Chairman, we were in two different camps. We never sat together and there was no ways
that I would have been involved with Hattingh after that, in fact, Mr Chairman, we involved in a Supreme Court case,
because of that issue. I want to point that if these gentlemen, if somebody had said it was, it was Donald Card? and they
are mentioning the name Donald Card?, it’s from someone mentioning my name, but not me in person. 65, you know,
it’s very difficult now for me to, to, to sort of recollect. I went through old papers, in fact I’d given my attorney
documents and they’re not really proper documents, they’re documents from newspapers, giving dates of where I was
up until about 1964-65, so I haven’t been able to get all that sorted out now, but in 1965, Mr Chairman, I was involved
when a PAC member, who was operating from Maseru, came back into this country and I arrested him and through
information I got from him, I dealt with a lot of issues in Cape Town. I was in Cape Town quite a lot. I was in East
London., I dealt with certain issues there. That was 65. 66, Mr Chairman, end of ‘65, ‘66, there were two gentlemen
who were trying to reorganize the ANC organization throughout this country and I was involved in those cases, but I
want to repeat, not in King William’s Town. I did not ever operate from King, I did not come from East London to
operate in King, I came from East London to operate in Port Elizabeth, Cape Town, Johannesburg, Pretoria and Durban,
but never in .. oh yes, and once in Alice. I was in Alice in March , 1963 when the pole was cut down there, but never in
King William’s Town and if those gentlemen say that I, that I assaulted them, definitely a mistaken identity. I didn’t do
it and I want to say, Mr Chairman that if I did do it, I would have been the first one to come to this Commission, to the
Truth Commission and asked for amnesty. I would have asked for amnesty because, what did I, what would I lose by
asking for amnesty. I would have come. I’ve asked for amnesty in another matter, but I would have come if there was
any reason for me to come. I could never, Mr Chairman, ask for amnesty when I know I’m not guilty. I cannot associate
myself with anything like that. I’m innocent, I’m going through pain because of the innocence in sitting here to-day.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Card?. Mr Clarke does that conclude your matter for now ? We are going to be raising
a few questions from our side, and we thank you for



your submission. We have noted the comments that you have made, preliminary comments raising the discrepancy in
terms of the statement originally, statement.... oral evidence which has been led here and will apply amongst that.
Questions ? Mr Sandi ?

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman. There is an old saying, Mr Card? that says, dead men tell no tales. I noticed that
in your submission, you mentioned two names and that is, Mr Hattingh and Mr Sebe. I understand both men have since
deceased. Is that correct?

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, I didn’t mention them, they were mentioned by the statements that I got and I actually said
that unfortunately, they are dead, otherwise they could have come here to tell this Commission what the story was,
cause they could have said I wasn’t here. Now I never... I haven’t mentioned them. They were mentioned by the
previous gentlemen.

MR SANDI: In your affidavit ....

MR CARD?: In my statement I have mentioned Maynard and Baba Goosen, the two gentlemen, I worked with all the
time over that period.

MR SANDI: And they are both dead ?

MR CARD?: No, no, no, they’re alive. No, no, I.. the, the people that are dead, the mention Hattingh was associated to
me by these two gentlemen and Charles Sebe are dead but I still believe that the officer in charge of the security at that
stage, is still alive, he’s in Pretoria, but the gentleman who was in charge of me, who was an ordinary criminal
investigation department..., he’s dead. That was Colonel Heydrech.

MR SANDI: Do you think these three old men have any particular reasons to implicate you in these matters ?

MR CARD?: I’ve, I’ve no idea, Mr Chairman, all I can say that is that there’s a mistaken

identity. It’s not Donald Card?. They mention the name Donald Card?. Mr Chairman, I can bring up books, all sorts of
things. If you want to you can have a look at, at Sichaba, who mentions me way back. These comrades against
apartheid. You’ll see that my name is mentioned in here as the person who in fact, created a lot of problems for the
ANC in their early days, because of my involvement. It’s on Page 37. There are a lot of people that wrote about me and
have spoken about me over the, over the period of time and know my name. I was the Mayor of East London. I got the
Freedom of the City of East London. I’ve been in the eyes of a lot of people for a long time. Yes, I’ve fought against the
sabotage laws, at least I’ve fought against people in bringing people to justice at one stage, and I was mentioned by a lot
of people. These gentlemen could believe at this stage that they heard my name and that I must be the person, but I’m
telling you, I’m not the person, Mr Chairman. I was definitely not here, and the Lord knows that as well.

MR SANDI: Before we proceed to the next question, can I ask, should we assume it to be a matter of mere coincidence
that you have quite a number of people who mistake your identity. They implicate you in things you’ve not been
involved in. Is it just a coincidence ?

MR CARD?: I can’t answer. Mr Chairman, I wouldn’t mind that this Commission could answer me on that one, cause
really, I don’t know why they’ve done it. I can mention that I did speak to a member of the PAC who was in custody
with them on Robben Island and he told me that they had mentioned that a Mr Stoltz was the chap who assaulted them.
Now there is a Stoltz. He’s a retired policeman and he was here at one

stage and he’s at Port Alfred. I don’t know whether that story is correct but that is what I

was told by a member of the PAC who was in custody with them.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman. I will stop for a moment, maybe I will come

back for further questions. Thank you.



CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Card?, I only have one question for you. Was there another policeman by
your name in the Police Force at that time, possibly based in the same area ?

MR CARD?: No.

MS MAYA: In fact that could have resulted in this mistaken identity ?

MR CARD?: No. I did have a son in the police force who was also a D. Card?, but he only came, he joined the police
force many, many years afterwards. Not at that time at all.

MS MAYA: Do you have any idea at all what could have resulted in this mistaken identity ?

MR CARD?: If ?

MS MAYA: Do you have idea at all what could have caused this mistaken identity, as you call it ?

MR CARD?: I have no idea, Mr Chairman. I also want to say that I find it very funny that if people were put in straight-
jackets and thrown into the Buffalo River, as was alleged and that they were shot at, that when the case came to court,
that no mention was made and there was never a case, because if there was a case and I was a suspect, I would have
been approached and I would have been warned in terms of the Judge’s rules.

Nothing like that has ever taken place, so it’s the first time that it’s now been brought out and I cannot understand why,
because I want to say that although there were probably a

lot of injustices in the 1960’s and ‘70’s there was one organisation which was above any political issues and that was the
Magistrates and the Judges in the courts and if anybody had laid a complaint at that stage and if anybody was shot
during interrogation or anybody put in a straight-jacket and thrown into the river, surely to goodness, when they came to
court on that occasion, the matter would have been dealt with and I find that one of the reasons I’m giving you now, was
something strange from my side. Why wasn’t that done ?

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Card?.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairman. I just want to know first from Mr Card? whether he would in fact
remember the faces of all the persons who went through his hands in terms of investigation and interrogation.

MR CARD?: No, Mr Chairman, I won’t remember many of them but I do in fact even to-day remember a lot of the
people that I dealt with at that time. I had an ability to identify and remember. Unfortunately, that the memory side is a
little bit faded, even names now, faces still don’t, are not a problem but names have become almost impossible. I
sometimes, I see a face and I think who is that and 10 minutes after that I’ll remember who that person is but really my
memory isn’t so good anymore and I wouldn’t remember most faces.

REVEREND XUNDU: You realize that probably because of age, these gentlemen who were here, have also changed a
lot, in terms of their features and probably the flesh on their faces, so it would be hard really to try and remember who
they were.

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, I can, I grew up in Transkei and I’m not a, I have no problems with faces, whether they’re
white, black, brown or any other colour and I want

to tell you that if I had seen those 2 gentlemen that were here to-day, even though it’s 34 years ago, I would remember
them.



REVEREND XUNDU: I just want to ask another question. Question is, was it common practice for police to rough up
prisoners in order to get information from them during the course of your ... (interrupted)

MR CARD?: There were cases, yes, there were definitely cases like that, but it depended of course what they were
questioning them for. I mean I dealt with people that, a large number of people and there were those, some of those who
later, obviously for their own reasons, said that they were assaulted when they weren’t assaulted and obviously they do
it for a reason because some of them talk to the police immediately and they have to go back and tell the story that they
have, that they have spoken and in fact that they, and in fact that they, it was forced out of them. Many, many people. I
can tell you many people that I dealt with were never touched. Mr Chairman, can I just tell one story, just to help you on
that issue. In 1963, the 8th of April there were a crowd of PAC chaps who were going to attack East London and I went
in amongst them and the leader of that, that group was Washington Siklese and I sat and watched him dividing the
people into groups to go and attack police stations and I sat watching and I gave evidence before the court. He got 25
years imprisonment. Mr Chairman, he later came up. I went and saw him on Robben Island and he came to
Grahamstown to give evidence and most, a lot of the people were allowed to go, move as they liked. They were wearing
prison garb. They were serving terms of imprisonment. Siklese served 25 years imprisonment and because the others
were walking around, he said to me, Mr Card, won’t you give me

1 night out in the Grahamstown township and I said to him, I can’t do that and he begged

me. Finally, Mr Chairman, I said to him, OK, you can go. Oh he said to me, you can trust me Mr Card?. That was the
leader of the PAC in East London and Mr Chairman, I allowed him to go to the Township for the night. He took off his
prison garb, put on clothes and he went off and he came back. Now I just want to say, if he is the leader of the PAC, I
could do that to him, isn’t there a problem with what’s happening to-day ?

REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you. I just want 1 last comment. The comment is that in your remarks you’re actually
saying that only persons of our region with integrity were the courts of law. The Magistrates.

MR CARD?: No, no, I didn’t say the only people, Mr Chairman, I said there’s one group of people that were, you, you
couldn’t go against their integrity and that was the courts of law.

REVEREND XUNDU: In our experience with the police we have come across a number of cases in which a person is
roughed up in jail and them he is taken to a Magistrate in the afternoon to give evidence because he must appear before
a Magistrate within so many hours and as a person appears before the Magistrate, as he goes there, he’s going with 2
security police who will say to him, excuse my language. You tell the Magistrate that we have neuked you up, jy sal
kak, because you’re going to come up, you’re going to come back to us. There are several people who, who would
testify to that. The Magistrate would look at you and he sees that you have a blue eye and he doesn’t remonstrate the
police about that but I want to say that we have had Magistrates also who have not been, who have not had any sense of
integrity when it came to Blacks because I think they were in the same war. In a White/Black war. Now I would like to
make that comment.

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, unfortunately I, I’m not, I haven’t been sitting on a Commission to hear all these stories but
I can tell you from my experience with a magistrate and the Judges, there was never anything like that. I had the highest
regard for the magistrates and the judges and let me say that in the times that I had dealings with Magistrates, in fact I
thought, on a number of occasions, there should have been guilty. Certain people should have been found guilty and
they were actually found not guilty. I thought that, as far as I was concerned, justice was one of the departments that you
couldn’t point a finger at and I might be wrong, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: You are raising ... Are you finished ?

REVEREND XUNDU: No. I’m just wanting to say that the facts that I raised before the Commission and asking you,
are facts which have a proven record too and so there is a conflict in people’s perceptions about Magistrates ...
(interrupted)

MR CARD?: I put up my hands Mr Chair, I surrender on that one.



REVEREND XUNDU: Thank you very much. (Laughs)

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MRS CRICHTON: Just a short question, Mr Card?. In Paragraph 7 of your Affidavit, you speak about another team of
men who were given the task of investigating the King William’s Town Police Station attack. Two parts to my question.
The first one. Did you know who they were at all ?

MR CARD?: No, I know that Hattingh was amongst them, but I don’t know who, I can’t remember who that team was,
but I know that there was, I was dealing with a, with a, with a, that very big issue in East London where we finally
picked up, within a few

months we picked up over 300 well, 300 people, well about 300 people, so I was working

months we picked up over 300 well, 300 people, well about 300 people, so I was working

there all the time. I had no idea who was involved here, but I do know that Gert Hattingh was one of those who did work
here.

MRS CRICHTON: And the second part of the question is just to ask you, who was it who was actually directing the
operations in terms of you being kept in East London, others being sent to East London. Who was ...

MR CARD?: You mean to King?

MRS CRICHTON: Yes.

MR CARD?: As far as I know, I don’t know who dealt with that, who was in charge, but I was told on the night of the
8th, that I would be taking over the investigation of the East London, you know the East London case and I don’t know
who gave the instruction for the other areas, but my local police officer, the one who I said is dead now. He instructed
that I take over that investigation and bring it to a conclusion.

MRS CRICHTON: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Card, just one last question from me. We can spend the whole day raising questions with you and
soliciting your opinions on a number of issues, but your case, as you are perhaps now aware, has become one of the
more curious cases, especially in our region for this Commission. The key question is, who is Donald Card?, what is the
truth about that. There is the picture of, on one hand there is the picture of Donald Card?, the hero, a man who lays his
life on the line, sacrificing all in order to take that fateful step of trying, of assisting Donald Wood into exile. Donald
Card? who we have to respect, to admire, to salute for tremendous courage.

Then there is on the other hand this other picture of Donald Card?, if you can excuse my words..., Donald Card?, the
monster who terrorized freedom fighters in this area. Old peasant men who were trying to make a statement about the
need for democracy in our country. How they were terrorized and placed under terrible conditions by that Donald
Card?. The key question is who is the Donald Card? before us and as a Commission we have to come to an answer, one
way or the other, on that matter. I’ve already informed you in my letter to you that it’s not only Mr Yoyo, it’s not only
these two gentlemen, that there are several other matters which have not come for public hearing, which have cited your
name, but I hope you remember the letter that I sent you in that regard.

MR CARD?: Yes. Mr Chairman, I’m still waiting for the copies of those letters too. Mr Chairman, can I say that it’s
Donald Card?, the realist, Donald Card? and I, in my original statement you will see that I, I served in the police force
and to-day, Mr Chairman, if policemen don’t serve the Government that’s in power, then you have no Government, you
have a problem and I at that stage, not that I was backing the National Government, I was a policeman. You must
realize, Mr Chairman, it was shortly after the war, 1946, my father was poor. I couldn’t go to University, I had to go and
look for a job. If I wasn’t a returned soldier, I didn’t get a job. I ended up in the police force and I decided I would make
a success of the police force, which I did, and Mr Chairman, I stuck to my guns. The law of the country was the law, but



then as I became more mature ... (interrupted). I want to tell you who Donald Card?....

CHAIRPERSON: Can I just interrupt you at that stage ?

MR CARD?: I beg your pardon ?

CHAIRPERSON: I want to interrupt you at this stage, that you are describing. Did you perhaps in retrospect, look back
into that period and find that in your zeal to make a

success of yourself as a policeman, you may have, in the process of that, actually have abused other people’s human
rights. Is that possible ?

MR CARD?: No, Mr Chairman, I don’t believe I did. I believe I operated within the laws at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay.

MR CARD?: I don’t believe that I, that I abused them. Then I want to say, Mr Chairman, that at a later stage I realized,
through working with all the people involved, I realized that in fact that the apartheid system was an absolute disaster
and if you remember that in the, it was in the ‘70’s already, that I started preaching and people were calling me a
communist and a fight.., at least anti, South African anti-Government and all the rest of it, I stuck to my guns. That’s the
person you’re dealing with, Mr Chairman. You’re dealing with a person who will tell you the truth and I’ve told you to-
day what the truth is. I’m not, I beg to differ with you, Mr Chairman, I don’t see myself as the, I don’t know what you
called me, a monster. I was not the monster, Mr Chairman, I was doing a job at that stage and if I was asked to do a job
to-day, I would still do it. In fact, I wouldn’t mind coming back to the police force. We’d sort out a lot of problems, Mr
Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Laughs. Ja, I regret perhaps, the use of that word. I was just trying to summarize the other picture that
is portrayed by the statements before us. They portray the picture of a monster. I’m not putting that it’s, it’s what is
portrayed by these kinds of statements that come forth.

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, I was one of those in 1988, who went to Lusaka.

CHAIRPERSON: I remember that.

MR CARD?: To try and look for peace.

CHAIRPERSON: Well thank you Mr Card?, as I say we could go on the whole day. We have a very serious task before
us as this Commission, to try and find the truth, not as perhaps as you perceive it, but as you and them will come to be
reconciled in the truth. A truth that will heal the wounds of the many people in the country and perhaps deal with why
people have this perception of you.

MR CARD?: Mr Chairman, I would like to have sat together with these two gentlemen and discussed these things here,
in front of everybody. Let’s find out where we, where the problem lay, because the problem is not mine, Mr Chairman, I
can, that I’m quite sure of. In fact, I thought these gentlemen would come in here to-day and say, no I’m sorry, it’s not
that Card?, it’s somebody else. That’s what I believe to-day.

CHAIRPERSON: Well, thank you very much. Thank you, Mr Clarke and thank you Mr Card?. We hope that this is not
the end of our meeting. We may have to meet again for a more in-depth look at this particular dilemma that we are in as
a Commission on this matter. Thank you very much.

MR CARD? & MR CLARKE: Thank you.
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SIYALANA MATHINZINI : (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: You may sit down Sir, thank you. We welcome you. We will hand over to Ms Maya to lead you with
questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson .Mr Mathinzini you are here to-day to talk about what happened to you on the
15th of May. Is that correct ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes that is correct.

MS MAYA: Where are you from Sir ?.

MR MATHINZINI: I’m from Mxhalanga Location .

MS MAYA: Please tell us briefly what happened to you, Sir.

MR MATHINZINI: My house was burnt down. I was inside the house. They poured petrol in my house.

MS MAYA: What happened before that, Sir ?.

MR MATHINZINI: I arrived from Johannesburg in 1992. I was then elected as a Chairperson of the School Committee.
I agreed to take that position. After a while I found out that the people were against Mr Booi. They wanted him to be
dismissed. As a School Committee we said that we have to have a meeting so that we can discuss this issue.

MS MAYA: Who are these people who were, who wanted Mr Booi to be dismissed ?.

MR MATHINZINI: They were people from Mxhalanga Location. They wouldn’t go the principal to tell him that they
were against him. When the Councillors’ houses were burnt down, my house was also burnt down. They threw stones in
my house. They said that I was on the School Committee, I was also involved in the Community. The people from 6
villages came to my house to burn down my house.

MS MAYA: Why was your house burnt down when the Councillors’ houses were burnt down.

MR MATHINZINI: The reason is that they said that as a Chairperson of the School Committee, I have a lot to say,
because I told them to come forward to say that they were against the Principal.



MS MAYA: Can you please explain to us, what was happening in the Community, between the Councillors and the
people?

MR MATHINZINI: The people are against the Councillors.

MS MAYA: What was the connection between you and the Councillors.

MR MATHINZINI: There was no connection.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any political or residents association?

MR MATHINZINI: I was an ANC member. I joined the ANC in Johannesburg, but because I was on that teacher’s side,
people did not like me. I would accompany the teacher to the Councillor’s house, to the Headman house as the as the
Chairperson of the School Committee. That’s how I got involved.

MS MAYA: Was it the usual thing that the teacher would go to the Headman to report what was happening at school ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Mr Booi, was he a member of any organization ?.

MR MATHINZINI: I don’t know, but he used to say that he was not a member of an ADM, PAC or ANC. He supported
all the organizations because he was the principal of the school.

MS MAYA: According to your statement you said that you were accused of being a member of the ADM. Is that
correct?

MR MATHINZINI: Yes, that’s what they said but I told them that I don’t even have a member, a membership card of
ADM.

MS MAYA: What was the damage in your house ?.

MR MATHINZINI: My furniture got burnt down. My leg was, I broke my leg.

MS MAYA: What happened exactly ?.

MR MATHINZINI: As we are staying in the villages, our windows are high. I tried to jump from a window, I then fell
down. That’s why, that’s how I got injured.

MS MAYA: Your house was burnt down. You were trying to escape through a window. You then broke your leg. What
time was it ?.

MR MATHINZINI: It was about 8 in the evening.

MS MAYA: Did you notice any people.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: Do you have their names ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: We will like you to give these names to our investigating team. Is that all, Sir ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes, that is all. That’s what they’ve done to me. I tried to re-build my house, but I don’t have
money. When I came back from Johannesburg I had R17.000-00. I paid for my daughter’s wedding. I was not working



at that time.

MS MAYA: What are your requests to the Commission Sir ?.

MR MATHINZINI: I would like to be helped to re-build my house. I also have 2 boys who are still at school.

MS MAYA: How old are they ?.

MR MATHINZINI: One was born in 1975. The other one in 1979.

MS MAYA: Are these your sons ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes.

MS MAYA: In which standards are they at school ?.

MR MATHINZINI: They are doing Std 9 and the other one is doing Std 8.

MS MAYA: You said that you saw these people. Did you lay a charge against them ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Were they prosecuted ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to that case ?.

MR MATHINZINI: It was said that there was not enough evidence because this happened at night.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any attorney for advice ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: What then happened ?.

MR MATHINZINI: The case is still on, but I don’t know what’s happening, because this happened a long time ago ?.

MS MAYA: Who is this attorney ?.

MR MATHINZINI: Mr Dorrington. The lawyers would change from one lawyer to the other. In March I was told that
the case will be on. When I got there, they said that it was postponed, but I according to myself, I think that they will not
help me.

MS MAYA: You were still talking about your requests.

MR MATHINZINI: My goats were also burnt down.

MS MAYA: You have requests about your children and your house.

MR MATHINZINI: Yes.

MS MAYA: I have one other question, Sir. The teacher you mentioned. Do you know of any reason for the people to be
against him ?. What did he do ?.

MR MATHINZINI: They said that he was incompetent and they accused him of corruption. I told them that I came back
from Johannesburg in January 1993. I was not aware of these allegations.



MS MAYA: What happened to the teacher ?.

MR MATHINZINI: The teacher is still around. He is still in that school.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Sir. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Maybe, you will be asked further questions.

Mr Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: I would like to thank you, Sir, for coming here and giving testimony. We know that this period was a
difficult period. People were angry. They would do something to people who are not supposed to be involved. I thank
you for your testimony. We thank you for trusting the Commission, because you gave us your testimony and the
Commission will try and report to the President, because we are only here to gather information and forward it to the
President, so that the President can see what we do for the people. We thank you for coming here and giving testimony.
Thank you.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir, you may go back to your seat.
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CHAIRPERSON: Please come up. What’s Nabo’s full name ? Let me help you take an oath. Johnson Nongena, please
stand up.

JOHNSON NONGENA: (sworn states)

MASIXOLE SKIET: (sworn states)

L IZO NABO: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: We did call you your names before, but you were not here, so we would like you to be brief because
we have to go to Cape Town to attend a meeting. I will start with you, Mr Johnson Nongena. You are a member of
PAC?

MR NONGENA: Yes, that is so.

CHAIRPERSON: It was banned in 1960.

MR NONGENA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: In 1963, it started fighting against the Government ?

MR NONGENA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: On the 8th of April 1963, something happened, which led to your presence here to-day.

MR NONGENA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Please tell us what happened Sir.

MR NONGENA: We were 17 people here in town who got arrested. We were going to attack boers in the charge office.
I was one of the leaders of that group. The boers were treating us badly at the time. When we arrived in the charge
office, the gate was too small. I was one of the people who entered first.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you armed ?

MR NONGENA: Yes, with axes.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you have any petrol bombs ?



MR NONGENA: No, we did not have any petrol bombs. When we entered the charge office, there was one young man
Njopo. There were other leaders who were arrested before. They were in that charge office. I went straight to the charge
office. We were to attack the charge office. The boers ran away when they saw us because we were armed. I recognized
one of them. He had a gun in his hand. I had a petrol bomb and an assegai. I threw that assegai. He was, he was standing
15 metres away from me. The other men had ran away. Njopo was the only one, who was there with me. When I was
about to leave, I got shot and I was struck in my leg. I then tried to run away. When we were about to reach a corner, I
could not run any longer. There was blood, I tried to hide, in a rubbish bin. After a while I saw them with a torch, I
hought it was in the morning. It was at about 1 in the morning. I thought that he did not see me. He passed me, he then
came back. He said, come out Poqo. We were known as Poqo at the time. He talked Afrikaans, saying that, come out
Poqo.

There were three men, black men, Coetzee and another police. I don’t know his name. They asked for weapons. I told
them that I did not have any weapons with me. I could not walk. This black man helped me. Coetzee said that he must
not help me, he must leave me. This man said that I cannot leave him there.

CHAIRPERSON: You were then arrested ? You were handcuffed and you were taken to prison.

MR NONGENA: They handcuffed me at that time. I then sat down.

CHAIRPERSON: And Joubert(?) was also assaulted. When you sent to Queenstown ?

MR NONGENA: We were arrested in King William’s Town. There was a lot of us and we were divided. One group
went to King William’s Town. We’d go up here at the Judge, now and again but even there it was postponed,
transferred to Grahamstown until we were sentenced.

CHAIRPERSON: Twelve years.

MR NONGENA: 12 years.

CHAIRMAN: Judge Cloetze sentenced you.?

J NONGENA: Yes, Judge Cloetze.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, you went to Robben Island ?

MR NONGENA: Yes, but we went via Port Elizabeth. We stayed there for about two, three weeks and then to Robben
Island.

CHAIRPERSON: Your health deteriorated at the island ?

MR NONGENA: I was, I would go to Cape Town. They wanted me to work at the prison, but I couldn’t because my
joints were affected. I could not even walk properly. Fago, who passed on would help me walk.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you see a doctor in prison ?

MR NONGENA: There was a doctor in the prison that would examine me. It was difficult even to sleep. I was bent. I
told this man that if I go to work, I won’t come back. If they forced me what I’d do is, I would send someone to tell the
boers that it was too difficult for me.

CHAIRPERSON: So what eventually happened ? How were your released ?

MR NONGENA: These men, I was then told to go to ....(indistinct)... for the sick. It is on this day that I was sent
through to Cape Town when a plaster of paris was put around me. After a month, it was removed. It was from my upper
chest to my waist. They removed it because it was too painful.



CHAIRPERSON: Perhaps you can show us later.

MR NONGENA: I went here to other doctors who examined me. I wore another plaster of paris.

CHAIRPERSON: You were released in 1975 ?

MR NONGENA: Yes, I was released in 1975.

CHAIRPERSON: Your request to the Commission is that you’d like the Commission to tell the President that you got
injured while you were in the struggle.

MR NONGENA: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: You also would like a project to be started in your area, in order to encourage people ?

MR NONGENA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Did I leave out something ?

MR NONGENA: Coetzee, I would like him to come forward to apologize, to ask for forgiveness, it you he is still alive.

CHAIRPERSON: If Coetzee’s still alive, you want him to come and apologize ?

MR NONGENA: Yes, because Charles came to me and he came to apologize and I forgave him. I would like Coetzee to
come forward, if he’s still alive and apologize.

CHAIRPERSON: If he is still alive, we are going to tell him to come forward because there won’t be peace between
yourself and him. Thank you, Mr Nongena.

Mr Sandi will lead Masixole with questions.

MR SANDI: Perhaps we could start with Lizo Nabo. Mr Nabo we heard twice about this incident. I don’t think that we
should go into too much detail, but briefly tell us please, how you are affected at home.

MR NABO: We moved from Bluerock, 1981 or 82.

MR SANDI: Mr Nabo, you were beaten up that day.

MR NABO: We got such problems, beaten with, by sjamboks but they were not severe. The problem was at Potsdam.
We had to leave Potsdam as a result. When we left, we had a meeting. I then had to leave and stand outside because we
thought they were going to destroy the venue. As I was outside, there were people who ran away and went to the travel
police station. They had weapons. They said we must raise our hands.

MR SANDI: Is this the time you were beaten ? How did they torture you.

MR NABO: They tied me, my hands behind my back, they said I must divulge where the meeting was.

MR SANDI: Where you able to take them ?

MR NABO: I’d refused. I said I don’t know, they must go to the person who said there was a meeting. They took me to
Shebeens, they asked people in the Shebeen if I was the one. I was identified as such. They hit me with guns, beating me
up.

MR SANDI: As a result of this you got terribly injured.

MR NABO: Yes, on my head, also my one eye does not see well because I was beaten up.



MRS SANDI: Do you get any form of treatment ?

MR NABO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Are you still under treatment ?

MR NABO: Now and again.

MR SANDI: So, you lost some of your furniture.

MR NABO: Yes. My stuff was terribly damaged.

MR SANDI: Mr Nabo, we’re not going to go into too much detail, but you request that your children be educated, you
need help.

MR NABO: Yes, because I do not work. I lost my job at the Post Office in 1987.

MR SANDI: Where do you stay now ?

MR NABO: In Mount Ruth, in a shack.

MR SANDI: You have a request that the Government may perhaps build you a house.

MR NABO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Three children you have ?

MR NABO: The fourth one is very, very small.

MR SANDI: Is that all, Mr Nabo ?

MR NABO: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Masixole! Masixole, you are here to talk about yourself ?

M SKIET: Yes, that is correct Sir.

MR SANDI: You go, you’re going to talk about what happened to you in 1993. You were 17 years old then.

MR SKIET: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: What happened in 1993 ?

MR SKIET: I was from Dimbaza and I was going back home. I heard that the soldiers were in my home in the, during
the day. They assaulted my grandfather. At night while we were still sleeping, we heard that the, the soldiers threw a
bomb in my home. I then went to my grandfather’s bedroom to check at him. I got injured in that process. I was taken to
the hospital.

MR SANDI: Are you talking about that day when a hand grenade was through in, was thrown in your home ?

MR SKIET: Yes.

MR SANDI: This happened during the conflict between ANC and ADM.

MR SKIET: Yes.



MR SANDI: Are you getting medical treatment now ?

MR SKIET: No.

MR SANDI: Is there a need for you to get a medical treatment ?

MR SKIET: When it is very cold, I do feel pains.

MR SANDI: Do you have any requests, Masixole, concerning this matter ?

 

M SKIET: I would like the Commission to help me to get some more medical treatment.

MR SANDI: At home, was there anyone who was politically active ?

MR SKIET: It was my grandfather.

MR SANDI: This all happened because your grandfather took part in politics.

MR SKIET: Yes.

MR SANDI: And there was this conflict between ANC and ADM ?

MR SKIET: Yes.

MR SANDI: Are you at school ?

MR SKIET: Yes.

MR SANDI: In which standard are you ?

MR SKIET: I’m doing Standard 8.

MR SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say ?

MR SKIET: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Masixole. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank the three of you, we have noted your requests. As you are our last witnesses, you’ll wait a
minute, so that I can thank all the people who took part in our second-last hearing in this region. Our last hearing will be
in East London, next month and, we thank the Municipality of the area, we thank the Police, the Priests and the
interpreters who were working very hard. We thank the media, the radio people, the staff of the Commission and the
members of the panel. Most of all, we would like to thank the victims because, without them we won’t have any
hearings. I thank everybody. Our hearing here in King William’s Town is now closed. We’ll meet in East London on

our last hearing.

MR SANDI: Mr Chairperson, we would like to thank you because you led us in this hearing. Thank you very much for
your leadership.
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CHAIRPERSON: Calls Luvuyo Siyo.

LUVUYO SIYO: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: The headphones are to be used by people who don’t understand Xhosa. Those who understand
Xhosa, there is no need for them to have headphones because our proceedings are in Xhosa, except for some few people
who are going to testify in English. We would like the people who understand Xhosa to give the headphones to those
who do not understand Xhosa. If you understand Xhosa, and you put the headphones, it will explode in your ears
because it will see that you understand Xhosa. If there are people who cannot hear clearly, old people, they can use their
earphones, but people who are still young, like Patinjaga are not supposed to have the earphones. Thank you, we will
hand over to Tiny Maya to lead the Witness with questions.

MS MAYA: Luvuyo, you are here to-day, to talk about Nombulelo Lizzi Siyo, who died on the 6th of September 1992.
What is the relationship between Nombulelo and you ?.

MR SIYO: Nombulelo was my mother.

MS MAYA: How old was she ?. Do you remember ?.

MR SIYO: I can’t remember clearly, but she was about 36.

MS MAYA: In your statement, you say that she was a member of ANC and SACAWU. What was happening at that
time ?.

MR SIYO: People were against the oppression of Brigadier Oupa GQOZO at the time. In our village in Dikidikana the
youth were against the Headman. On the 5th, Mr Chris Hani visited the area. We were not sleeping at home at that time
because the soldiers together with the peaceforce were looking for us. On this day when Chris Hani visited the area, I
was together with them, with Mr Chris Hani. I was taking them to the Headman’s place, because they wanted me to
show them the people who were shooting people. I showed him the Headman. The Headman then ran away. I showed
him members of the police and members of the peaceforce. They also ran away. After that we went back to the Church
where we were going to have a rally. Mr Chris Hani then left. We decided in that rally that we were going to go the
Headman’s place because we wanted him to give us books belonging to the Community and the money of the village.
We were to tell him that we were against him. We did not want him in our village. The Headman sent a peaceforce
member to check whether Mr Chris Hani left. We met with that peaceforce member. We told him that we are not going
to anything to the Headman, we just want the books and the money from the Headman.

MS MAYA: Who were with you to the Headman’s place ?.



MR SIYO: The youth, together with parents because the parents joined us in our struggle. They were worried because
we were not sleeping at home. The soldiers would beat us up if they saw us up in the village.

MS MAYA: Why were they beating you up ?.

MR SIYO: The soldiers were beating us because we are members of the ANC and they beat us because we were against
the Headman. The Headman went to report to Bisho. The soldiers then were sent in our village to assault us. They did
not want us to have ANC meetings.

MS MAYA: In which organization was the Headman ?.

MR SIYO: He was an ADM member.

MS MAYA: Your mother, did she get injured on that same day ?.

MR SIYO: She got injured on the 6th. We held a meeting at school. The soldiers came to that meeting. They asked us
what we were doing there. We told them, we told them that we called the Headman to attend the meeting because we
wanted peace in our area. We wanted him to tell the soldiers to leave our area because they were assaulting people. The
soldiers told us to disperse. We asked them to join us, because we were not violent in that meeting. We were just talking
about peaceful events. On other soldier by the name of Vazi teargassed us. Others joined him. They assaulted us with
sjamboks. We told them not to assault old people, because they know nothing. They just attended the meeting to come
and listen to what we were saying. We told them to assault and beat us and to stop beating old people. They then
stopped beating old people. They came to us, we ran away, they shot at us. They chased me, together with my friend
Undelagulashe, and the late Zondani Jimulongo.

MS MAYA: Was Sondani Jimulongo, did he die on that day ?.

MR SIYO: No, he did not die on that day. They chased us. We ran away. They could not find me. They went to my
home, they found my sister Vuyogazi and Voyani. My mother was in the neighbour’s house. They asked for my mother,
my sister told them that my mother was in the neighbour’s house. They went and took her to that house in their casspir.
They took her together with Zolisha Siyo, my cousin to the Headman. When they arrived in the Headman’s place, they
assaulted her She was injured. They took him to a field near the airport. They left my mother there.

MS MAYA: When did you manage to get your mother, to find her ?.

MR SIYO: Because she could not do anything there. As I was not at home, I did not know what was happening. I was in
a place called Dolfienie. My mother managed to get a lift from a car. This man took my mother home, Mr Xebitole, then
took her to Grey hospital where she was transferred to Cecilia Makiwane hospital. At that time she was together with
my cousin Zolisha Siyo because she was also beaten up. On the following day she died. It was on the day of the Bisho
massacre. I found out on the previous evening that my mother was beaten up by the soldiers, and that morning I went to
the village. The soldiers then chased me, I ran away from our village Dikidikana to another village in Dolofienie. I then
ran to town, here in King William’s Town. I managed to go the stadium and attend a match. I spent the night in the
stadium. I was told that my mother was in hospital. I was worried because my mother was not aware of whether I was
still alive or not. I then went to Cecilia Makiwane hospital to look for her. When I got there, the nurses told me that my
mother died. They told me to go home.

When I arrived here in King William’s Town, because my mother was working for Shoprite, members of the staff then
told me again that she passed away.

MS MAYA: Luvuyo, do you know the people who did this to your mother ?.

MR SIYO: They were soldiers who were based in Bulembu Airport.

one of them was Vazi. I don’t know his first name. The other soldier was staying in Chief Maxloba’s village. His name
was Siso. Those are the soldiers I knew together with Skambaham who was a Headman and Botzomani Mahai was a



policemen, and other members of the peaceforce.

MS MAYA: Do you know who, where these people are now ?.

MR SIYO: The person who still is around, is Sisko Sonxusha(?). I don’t know where others were but .Gemi(?) Mahai
was arrested, the one who was a Headman. We told the United Nations that we cannot stay with such people in our
village, because they killed our people.

MS MAYA: When you say, you mentioned that Sonxusha is still around. Is he staying in the Headman’s house ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, I can say so because I don’t know whether he is still working or not. He would go through our village,
Dikidikana village. We told the United Nations that they were not allowed to go through our village, but he would say
that he’s going to do something else again.

MS MAYA: One witness who testified on Monday said that there are two Headman’s’ places. Where is he staying ?.

MR SIYO: He’s staying in Sonxusha’s home.

MS MAYA But in the village where the Headman is?

MR SIYO : Yes.

MS MAYA: Your mother, did she attend a meeting on the 6th ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, she did, because everybody was there.

MS MAYA: Are there any people who got injured on that same day ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, there are.

MS MAYA: At home, who is supporting you, as your mother passed away ?. You mentioned that you have a younger
sister and a younger brother.

MR SIYO: There’s nobody supporting us.

MS MAYA: Are you the eldest ?.

MR SIYO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Are you working ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, I’m working.

MS MAYA: How old are you Luvuyo ?.

MR SIYO: I’m 23 years old.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Luvuyo. Do you have any requests to the Commission ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: What are your requests ?

MR SIYO: First of all, as I was still at school at that time, I was forced to leave school so that I can support my younger
sister and my younger brother. I wanted to go and look for work, so that I can support them. I would like the
Commission to help me so that I can further my studies. Secondly, my mother was trying to build us a home. When she



died we cannot, we could not finish the house. I would like the Commission to help us and to talk with the Department
of housing, so that we can be able to finish this house.

MS MAYA: How old is your younger sister and your younger brother ?.

MR SIYO: My younger sister is 17 years old. His name, her name is Viogazi. The other on is 7 years old.

MS MAYA: Are they still at school ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, they are still at school.

MS MAYA: Are you the one paying for the school fees ?.

MR SIYO: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you get assistance from the Government ?.

MR SIYO: No.

MS MAYA: Was there a courtcase because of this incident ?.

MR SIYO: Yes, in Thimbaza Police Station, but it did not continue. I also went to Thabata to lay a charge.

MS MAYA: What happened to that case ?.

MR SIYO: The case continued and they said that we would get R60000-00 from the Government, but they said I would
get R45000-00 but they only gave me R2000-00. R2200-00 saying that they will keep the rest of the money and they
will give it to Vuyogazi when she’s 21 years old.

MS MAYA: Do you get money from them ?.

MR SIYO: No.

MS MAYA: They’re not giving you anything ?.

MR SIYO: No.

MS MAYA: Thank you Luvuyo. I will hand over to the Chairperson, maybe you’ll be asked some questions. Thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Luvuyo for giving us such a clear picture. We have noted your requests. We will try by all
means to forward your request to the President. For now, we thank you for having strength and telling your mother’s
story.

You’ve suffered a lot at home, because of this incident. Thank you. You may now go back to your seat.

 

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Nontobeko Brenda Noto, is she here? Beatrice Tandiswa Maseti please come to the stand. Mrs
Maseti, who is with you?

MRS GOBODO: I am Philisa Gobodo.

CHAIRPERSON: What is your relationship.

MRS GOBODO: I am her sister.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mrs Philisa Gobodo. We will hand over to Reverend Xundu to help you take an
oath.

REV XUNDU: Let us start with you, Beatrice Tandiswa Maseti.

BEATRICE BRENDA MASETI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

PHILISA PATRICIA "TUMSE" GOBODO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Maseti, you are going to talk about what happened on the 27th of
September 1992. Is that correct?

MRS MASETI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: This incident happened in Alice?

MRS MASETI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: In Gqumahashe in Alice?

MRS MASETI: Yes.



ADV SANDI: This happened to your husband, Ndodiphela Caswell Maseti. Is that correct?

MRS MASETI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: He was killed, that is what you said in your statement?

MRS MASETI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us the allegations that led to your husband's death.

MRS MASETI: He was, they alleged that my husband was a headman.

ADV SANDI: Who was saying this?

MRS MASETI: It was one child who told my niece that my house was going to be burnt down.

ADV SANDI: Was there a headman at that time in Gqumahashe?

MRS MASETI: There were two headman, Mr Shoyi and Mr Betshe. ADV SANDI: Was there a Tribal Authority there?

MRS MASETI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: There was no problem or conflict.

MRS MASETI: At that time the Tribal Authority was not functioning.

ADV SANDI: Was he taking part in the Tribal Authority.

MRS MASETI: Yes, he took part then in the Tribal Authority.

ADV SANDI: At the time of, during the day of this incident you said in your statement you were not at home.

MRS MASETI: Yes, we were attending a funeral at my home.

ADV SANDI: Your husband was with you?

MRS MASETI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us when you came back from the funeral, you found a house in flames.

MRS MASETI: It was on the 28th of September. We found that my house was burnt down.

ADV SANDI: When did, when did this happen?

MRS MASETI: This happened the previous night, but there were still flames when we arrived.

ADV SANDI: Was there anybody who told you what happened?

MRS MASETI: The neighbours said that they did not see anything, they were sleeping when my mother asked them.

ADV SANDI: Did you manage to find out what exactly happened, who burnt down your house?

MRS MASETI: No, but we suspected that the people who burnt down the house are the same people who killed my
husband.

ADV SANDI: Your husband was attacked on the same day?



MRS MASETI: Yes, he was attacked that same day. Because there was a boycott we were not going to work at that
time. I was working for Reverend Notshe. He then told us to go to ANC offices to report this incident. He took me, my
husband and my son. We went to the ANC offices. The Reverend said that he brought this man to report that his house
was burnt down. At the day of the Bisho massacre this man, my husband, was there. At that time he was not working.
On that Bisho day the Reverend said that he was the one who took my husband at home, but the people in the village
said that my husband was taken back home by the police car.

One of his friends told him that you are going to be necklaced, because you are getting R800,00 as a headman. I said
that how can I do such a thing, because my wife is working for Reverend Notshe and she is getting R200,00. I am not a
headman. My husband did not do anything about this, because he knew that he was not a headman. After this, on the
28th, we found our house in flames. When we came back from the office the Reverend told me to stay at home for a
while. It was on the 28th. In the afternoon my husband told me that he was going to examine the damage in the house.
He was together with one child. This child then came back home saying that there are people with petrol near the house
and they were saying that they are going to burn my husband. This child said that one of them said he cannot do this, he
cannot burn a person to death.

We then decided to go to the police and to report this matter. The phones in that area were not working. We went to the
taxi rank to take a taxi. These people were still in front of my house. When we were in Gqumahashe one of the people
with me said that my husband was the one being chased by these children. They were, they had tyres and petrol with
them. I could not see him at that time. We then took a taxi, but this child said that, told me that these people set these
tyres alight. When we were approaching Mr Finca's house in town we saw the Reverend in his car. I told the taxi driver
to stop the taxi so that I can go to the Reverend. I told him that, Reverend, they have killed my husband. The Reverend
said to me, do not say that, because you did not see this. He took us to his home. He left us there saying that he was
going to look at what was happening in that area.

The Reverend came back. He asked me whether he must take me home. I said, yes, he must take me home. He took me
to Didage at home. I told my mother about this. My mother said that we will, in the morning, the next morning we will
go there and find out what happened. My sister then came together with my cousin from Alice telling me that my
husband died. My sister would be the one who will know what exactly happened.

ADV SANDI: Before I talk to your sister. Were there any people who were arrested concerning this incident?

MRS MASETI: Yes, there were people who were arrested.

ADV SANDI: Were they taken to the Court of Law?

MRS MASETI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What happened to that case?

MRS MASETI: The case is still on. It will be held on the 16th. They sometimes tell us that the attorney representing
these children is not present. They would postpone the case now and then. It will be on the 16th of May.

ADV SANDI: Is this case in Alice?

MRS MASETI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What is the attorney of these children?

MRS MASETI: He is Manjezi.

ADV SANDI: Who are the accused?

MRS MASETI: Zuko Makapela, Mawande Billie, Vuyisile Betshe and one Soleke man, Nkutalo Makapela and two
from Sophile family, Temba Sophile and his brother. I have forgotten the other two. There are nine.



ADV SANDI: You said that they are nine?

MRS MASETI: Yes, they are nine.

ADV SANDI: Is this case on?

MRS MASETI: Yes, it is on.

ADV SANDI: How far did this case, how far is this case? Are they waiting to be sentenced?

MRS MASETI: These children are going to be asked one by one. Three of them are not, did not appear in court yet.
Some of them said that they know nothing.

ADV SANDI: Let us now go to your sister. Do you have anything to add on this matter?

MRS GOBODO: When I arrived he was not there. I was told that he had been necklaced. I then left and that same night
the soldiers told us to go back. We were going back home. I was not allowed to go back. I slept in Alice and that same,
the following day I went home to report this matter. After that we went back to Gqumahashe. We went to look for his
body. There is a way from their house, but we found out that that road was closed. We could see where my sister's
husband was necklaced. We saw dogs around. We then went to the mortuary in Alice, Mr Jonas's mortuary. He said that
we must first start to the police and report this matter.

We went to the police station. We waited there, because we were told that there is another person from Melanie family,
his family is to be there. At about five I went back home to report that the body was in the mortuary. We went to the
police know and again, because we wanted to know about the funeral proceedings. We were told that he was an
informer, he cannot be buried there. We took him home.

ADV SANDI: Who told you that you cannot bury him in that village?

MRS GOBODO: The youth told us. As I arrived on this day when my sister's husband was being necklaced I heard that
he was not going to be buried in that area, because he was an informer. We took his body to my home.

ADV SANDI: The people who did this did they come to you to apologise or to show that he or she regrets this?

MRS GOBODO: No, nobody came to us.

ADV SANDI: Where are you staying now, Mrs Maseti.

MRS MASETI: I am renting a room in Alice, but when I am not at work I stay at home with my mother.

ADV SANDI: Did you manage to build the house?

MRS MASETI: No, I was afraid, because I do not have a husband now, I cannot go back and stay there.

ADV SANDI: Do you have children?

MRS MASETI: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: How old are they?

MRS MASETI: The first one was born in 1964, the other one in 1968, they youngest 1983.

ADV SANDI: You do not have a home in Gqumahashe now?

MRS MASETI: We do have a home, because my mother-in-law is still alive, but I was staying with my husband in our
own home, but it is the one who was burnt down.



ADV SANDI: Do you have requests, Mrs Maseti, to the Commission concerning this matter?

MRS MASETI: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us your requests.

MRS MASETI: I would like the Commission to provide me with a house so that I can stay in that house with my
children. My older child is not, is mentally disturbed. I would like the Commission to assist me with my younger child,
to help me with his education.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Maseti and I will also thank your sister. I will hand over to the Chairperson. If there is
something you forgot to mention, you will get a chance when my colleagues ask you questions if there are any
questions. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Maseti, thank you for coming here to the Commission and for giving us a picture, a sad picture
of what happened. Some of us do remember such incidents. We remember that your husband was killed and his body
was lying there, the dogs were also there surrounding the body. There are many things done by people on behalf of the
struggle. Some of these things are very sad. We thank you for coming forward. We have noted your request that you
would like us, as a Commission, to investigate and to find out who are the perpetrators so that they can ask for
forgiveness or they must get punishment for what they have done. We thank you and we will look at your requests. We
sympathise with you as the Commission. Thank you mam. You may now step down.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend Xundu. We are starting our second-last hearing in this region, the region of the
Eastern Cape. We welcome our witnesses this morning. I would like to let you know that our programme for today will
use mostly the Xhosa language. Those people who have problems with understanding Xhosa, there are earphones
available just behind us, behind these interpretation booths. For those who do not understand Xhosa we request to get
those and turn to channel, what channel is it?

MS CRICHTON: Two.

CHAIRPERSON: The interpretation, channel two for the English translation of our proceedings. Most of our
proceedings will be carried in Xhosa. Those who are going to be using the earphones we kindly request them, please, to
return them at the end of the hearing. They have a tendency of exploding if they are taken out of this hall. We now are
ready to begin.

We welcome those who are going to give evidence before the Commission today. There are members of the Human
Rights Violations Committee. From my left there is Ntsiki Sandi, Advocate of the Supreme Court and then Tiny Maya,
also an Attorney. June Crichton on my right who worked for the Black Sash and then we have, lastly, Reverend Xundu
from Port Elizabeth, a Reverend in the Methodist Church. I am Reverend Finca from Alice. Would Ms Maya please
read the programme for us so that we can start.

MS MAYA Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Chairperson, I am going to read to you the victims' names and the witnesses
that are going to appear before the Commission today. This is the list. It might change here and there, but we will clarify
everything. We have four regions, Alice, Seymour, Berlin and King William's Town. We have 27 witnesses. I am going
to read as they are going to appear. I am going to read the witnesses name, the victim, the nature of the violation and
then the area of where the violation took place and the year.

Nopepengi Margaret Mnyape is going to talk about herself. She was ill-treated in King William's Town. She is also
going to talk on behalf of Nonkosi Mnyape, Ntsikelelo Mnyape who were killed in King William's Town in 1991.
Buyisile Samuel Sangotsha who is going to talk on behalf of Mxolisi Sangotsha who was murdered in 1986 in King
William's Town. Maki Zokoza, who will be talking about himself, was tortured and severely ill-treated in King
William's Town in 1992. Mncedi Maguga, who will be talking about himself, tortured in King William's Town in 1992.
Simon Ndindi Funda was tortured and his property was destroyed in King William's Town, 1992. Zondeni Veronica
Sobukwe who will be talking about Robert Sobukwe who was ill-treated and eventually died on Robben Island. Mxolisi
Desmond Kiviti, who will be talking about himself, tortured in King William's Town, 1963 to 1981. Pindile Albert
Jekeqa talking about himself, tortured in King William's Town from 1963, 1975. Daniel Paulos Nongena, who will be
talking about himself, tortured in King William's Town from 1963 to 1975. Makhi Boyi, who will be talking about
himself, tortured, intimidated in King William's Town in 1963 to 1966. Mvuzo Johnson Nongena, who will be talking
about himself, tortured in King William's Town from 1963 to 1975. Nontobeko Brenda Noto, who will be talking about
Nomutile Gangqa, who was murdered in Alice in 1982. Beatrice Tandiswa Maseti, who will be talking about
Ndodiphela Caswell Maseti and himself, was murdered in Alice, 1992. Beatrice's property was destroyed in 1992 as



well. Nombuyiselo Ntsiba Ngece and Umtetu Ngece will be talking about Nombuyiselo, Elby and Beauty Ngece. Elby
Ngayithini was murdered. Nombuyiselo, there was an attempted murder where she is concerned. This all happened in
Alice in 1992. Elizabeth Nowakhe Badi, who will be talking about Ben Badi, Nowinile Badi, Vuyokazi Badi who were
murdered in Alice in 1992. Nontsikelelo Badi, there was an attempted murder where she was concerned in 1992 in
Alice. Nomakhosazana Gladys Papu, who will be talking about Benjamin Papu, who was murdered in Alice in 1994.
Mkhululi Mvuzo, who will be talking about himself, tortured in Alice, 1992. Livingstone Ngenaphi Ngqutywa, who will
be talking about himself, tortured in Alice in 1992. Cecilia Putunywa Ngete, who will be talking about Mafu Matiwane,
who was tortured and eventually murdered in Alice, 1985. Shepherd Lulamile Jawe, who will be talking about himself,
he was tortured in Alice in 1985. Eric Tembinkosi Maneli, who will be talking about himself, tortured in Seymour,
1991. Sanele Wellington Sinam, who will be talking about himself, of his severe ill-treatment in Seymour, 1992.
Thembeka Cecilia Ntliziyombi, who will be talking Wellington Mzwabantu Ntliziyombi, who was murdered in Berlin
in 1992. Matongisi Willie Bangeli, who will be talking about yourself, severely ill-treated in Berlin in 1985. Milile Iven
Velakhe, who will be talking about himself, severe ill-treatment in Berlin, 1985. Nombasa Lydia Nini, who will be
talking about herself and Lulama Nini, who was murdered in Berlin in 1993.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Ms Maya. Daniel Paulos Nongena and Makhi Boyi and Mvuzo Johnson Nongena, they
have both mentioned Mr Donald Card as a perpetrator who violated their rights. The Attorney representing Donald Card
requested that these people be heard on Wednesday, because he could not appear today and tomorrow. We, therefore,
will hear of these cases on Wednesday morning. Secondly, okay, let me put this in English so that if there are any
representatives of other people they are also aware. Daniel Paulos Nongena, number nine in our order or proceedings,
Makhi Boyi, number ten in our order of proceedings, Mvuzo Johnson Nongena, number 11 in our order of proceedings
will all be deferred to Wednesday, because they alleged that the perpetrator was Mr Card and he is not able to appear
before us today.

Secondly, number 14 in our order of proceedings, Nombuyiselo Ntsiba Ngece will be represented, sorry, the perpetrator
mentioned in that particular case will be represented by Advocate Redpa and we have agreed to arrange for him to
appear before the Commission at 12 o' clock today or soon after 12 today depending on where we are in our schedule.

If there are any other legal representatives who are representing alleged perpetrators who have not announced
themselves to the Committee, could they please do so and we will arrange for them to be heard as soon as we can agree
on the time convenient to both parties.

Before we proceed we would like to give reverence to those who passed away. If we could all stand up, please, so that
we can read their names. Nonkosi Mnyape, Ntsikelelo Mnyape, Mxolisi Sangotsha, Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe,
Nomutile Gangqa, Ndodiphela Caswell Maseti, Elby Ngayithini Ngece, Nokuzola Yvonne Ngece, Ben Badi, Nowinile
Badi, Vuyokazi Badi, Benjamin Papu, Mafu Matiwane, Wellington Mzwabantu Ntliziyombi, Zolani Dumile, Lulama
Nini. We give reverence to these, a moment of silence. May they rest in peace, give them everlasting light, Lord, Amen.

We request that Nopepengi Margaret Mnyape come forward. Number six on the proceedings for Wednesday. Yes,
number six. We are going to hand over to Reverend Xundu who is going to swear you in before you give your evidence.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I will start with you Nopepengi Margaret Mnyape. Will you please get up.

NOPEPENGI MARGARET MNYAPE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MAKALAN MNYAPE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson they have been properly sworn in .

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Mnyape and Mr Mnyape, as we were talking yesterday, we agreed that
you will appear together today, because your evidence is related especially about the home incident. Is that so Mrs



Mnyape?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, Sir.

ADV SANDI: But before we do that we will hand over to Mr Mnyape to give us a background and tell us about your
district Masele. If you could tell us exactly what was happening at the time in the village, especially in connection with
the ADM and the headmen and soldiers. If Mnyape could give us a picture of what happened at the village such that we
are also clear as to what happened and then Mrs Mnyape will give us evidence of what happened when soldiers came to
her home and beat people up and her child got run over by a truck and passed away. Is that what you are going to do?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: I will hand over to you Mr Mnyape. If you could tell us at the time in your village, Masele, what was the
problem at the time. I am going to hand over to you now. Thank you Mr Mnyape. If you could come closer to the mike
so that we can hear you.

MR MNYAPE: The problem at Masele, a gentlemen called Zolele Puti came to Masele. He had bought a shop. That is
when the trouble started at Masele. When he got there he was alright. We stayed with him. We would buy our groceries
from his shop. After a while, we were already use to him at the time, he started selling alcohol in his shop. As residents
we did not like this, because a store is for selling food and groceries and not liquor. Mr Puti sent a letter, first of all, to
the residents saying that he would like to open a tavern. He was, he had already started selling alcohol. We said that we
would not like him to sell alcohol, because alcohol is destructive especially to our children. He then refused to come to
us to talk to us, because he was the Government, he said.

On a Saturday, on a Saturday night his shop got bombed. On the Sunday cars came to our village. Gqozo was amongst
the people who came. He came with his people. According to the evidence it was a Russian bomb that had been used to
destroy his store. Apparently there had been a meeting on the Saturday. The police were called and it was later found
out that there was a church meeting.

ADV SANDI: Before I disturb you, Mr Mnyape, what Chairperson are you talking about?

MR MNYAPE: The Chairperson belonged to an organisation SANCO.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

MR MNYAPE: The Chairman of ASASCO was then called. He went to answer to the police and they found that the
meeting was at the school and it was a church meeting. He then went back to sleep. The Putis’ were saying that we, as
ANC members, had bombed down his shop. We then decided, as the ANC in the area, that if Puti could not work
together with the residents of the area, then we must boycott his shop. It is his people from the Government, the then
Ciskeian Government, that should go and buy from him alone. We then stopped buying from his store.

On the Tuesday, the following week, three children came into my house. It was just before I had my bath in the
morning. These children got into the house, then my wife followed and my children. These children got in and they
refused to sit down. I asked them to sit down. They said that the Government from Zone Six asked us to pick you up,
Sir, they said. I said that I am going to have a bath first. They then left. I had my bath, my coffee. After that they came
back with Maginga, the SANCOR Chairperson. I got into the car. There were seven people. Three were in a bakkie and
the four in the car. We got to Zone Six. We were divided, Maginga and I were separated. I was then asked why it is that
we are not buying from the store. I said that Puti was not in harmony with the villagers especially the ANC members.
We then, I then said that it is the members of the Government that should buy from the shop, that he is in harmony with.
We did not want alcohol to be sold in the village, because it is destructive.

We gave in our statements. We were then taken home. We were told that at seven am the next morning we are going to
be fetched again. They fetched us at seven am as they said. There was a third person added, Mzwandile Mnyape, a
brother of mine. We were asked to give statements yet again at the security police branch. We then reiterated that we did
not make a mistake, we never thought that there would be someone who would come to disturb us in the village. We



were adamant that no alcohol be sold in the store, but only food. It was the ANC that was the majority in the village. He
was not going to change anything.

ADV SANDI: Mr Mnyape, were you taken to court at all? Was there a case against you?

MR MNYAPE: Yes, we were taken to court.

ADV SANDI: What happened?

MR MNYAPE: What happened is the case was postponed. Puti had not appeared. The eighth time the case was
postponed we eventually said in court, Charles was representing us. The case took one day.

ADV SANDI: Were the ADM members at Masele?

MR MNYAPE: ADM started after Puti started selling alcohol. He would give cards to people who would buy the
alcohol and also elderly ladies who would buy from the store. The elderly ladies refused to join ADM, because they
were ANC members, but there were a few people in the village who were ADM members.

ADV SANDI: These cards that you are talking about, were they membership cards for the ADM?

MR MNYAPE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was the headman at Masele?

MR MNYAPE: We had a headman. There was a chief in the area, but there was no headman actually. What happened is
Puti said that he had come to Masele to be a headman. We went and said that we did not want a headman at Masele.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement you say that there was conflict between the ANC and the ADM in the area.
Were there incidents that reflected this?

MR MNYAPE: Puti would use the police, Ciskeian Police. The police would come with teargas in our members, they
would beat us up so that we could disperse. Youth meetings, everything, even Puti's sons would come with the police to
disrupt our meetings. The ADM people that were in the village were used by Puti. The one time I was sleeping at home,
I think it was at about three am, I had diarrhoea, I could not sleep well. I heard my wife calling out. There was
something happening at home. As I was trying to ascertain what was happening I heard a bullet sound, actually four
bullet sounds. I heard that there were people in the yard and the dogs were barking. My wife then said that something
happened in one of the flats at home. She heard a window breaking.

I then got up. I was on crutches, because I had just come out of the hospital. I went out, I could see that the flat was
being stoned. Our windows had broken down.

ADV SANDI: Who attacked your home?

MR MNYAPE: As we were standing there a police van came with my cousin and my son. There was a police that was a
guard at Puti's house, they came together. The police who was guarding Puti's house was drunk. He was then taken to
the van with the gun. When they saw people coming towards them the one police said that he was going to Nklamo's
house to take Nklamo with. Then that police by the name of Mjomo from Tamacha went to Nklamo to take him,
because they were afraid that they were going to be attacked, because one police was drunk. They then cam back
together with Nklamo, but I said that the gunshot at home was from the gun from this police. He was the one who was
shooting at my home. The people then, they then went to take other police. I think it was about six they left.

During the day there was a meeting at school. I went to that meeting. There was one police attending the meeting. When
we arrived there this police was together with my wife and my brother. They were telling him what happened. I could
see that this police did not care. I then said to him, this is my home, I do not think that when you are called to check the
damage you have the right to say what you are saying, because we saw the person who did this. I told them that you



cannot just say whatever you want.

ADV SANDI: Was there any person who was arrested for this incident?

MR MNYAPE: Nobody was arrested, but we gave the statement to the police in Tamacha.

ADV SANDI: Let us now go to Ntsikelelo's case. Ntsikelelo was your son, is that so?

MR MNYAPE: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: How old was he at the time?

MR MNYAPE: He was 19 years old.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us what happened to him.

MR MNYAPE: I was in East London, when I was in East London at Pulzana.

ADV SANDI: Or maybe we can ask Mam to tell us about Ntsikelelo's case. Let us give you a break Mr Mnyape. Mrs
Mnyape, please tell us about Ntsikelelo's incident.

MRS MNYAPE: At the time we were in East London, the soldiers were after us, they were chasing us, because the
lawyers took me as I was taken to Ginsburg. They then said that I must go and stay there. My boys were in the
circumcision school. I then asked the lawyers to take me back home. They said that they are going to Masele and they
will go and check the situation. They then came back. They told me that I cannot go back to

Masele, because the police were looking for me. I then went to East London. On the third day my son, my last born son,
came to me. He said that the previous day, on Sunday, it was Themba, Themba Dumizwene and himself, when they
were approaching Mashlole's shop, the hippo came with the soldiers. It came towards them. When they were trying to
run away the hippo came. They then, the hippo then ran over Ntsikelelo's head. The soldiers then looked at him. They
then left.

ADV SANDI: Before that, Ntsikelelo was pointed and someone was pointing him to the soldiers. Who was this person?

MRS MNYAPE: It was Mr Puti's son, but I do not remember his name.

ADV SANDI: You said Ntsikelelo was 19 years old. I assume that he was taking part in the organisations. Is that so?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: You buried him at home?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, we buried him at home.

ADV SANDI: Were you disrupted in the funeral or what happened in the funeral?

MRS MNYAPE: The soldiers did not come, but they were in the village looking at the funeral.

ADV SANDI: You mentioned other people in your statement. You said that they were beaten by the soldiers. Is that the
same day?

MRS MNYAPE: At the time when the soldiers came I went to the tap to fetch water. I left the bucket there to visit my
uncle. I saw three men washing their faces in their tap. They had batons, but they were not wearing soldiers uniforms. I
did not know that these men were going to my house, but when I went back to the tap I heard that there were people
crying in my house. I went back to my uncle. I told him that I heard people crying from my house. They then assaulted
everybody who was there. My mother came to this house. I asked her what was happening. She then said that the three



men came asking for the residents of this house. My mother then showed them. At that time she was lying in the bed.
They then assaulted her at that time. She was trying to take her shoes. They left with her, beating her all the time.

ADV SANDI: Are you talking about the grandmother?

MRS MNYAPE: I am talking about the mother, my mother-in-law.

ADV SANDI: How old was she at the time?

MRS MNYAPE: She was born in 1918.

ADV SANDI: This means that she was old at the time?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where is she now? Is she still alive?

MRS MNYAPE: No, she passed away.

ADV SANDI: How did she die?

MRS MNYAPE: She died due to the injuries sustained on that day, because she was coughing, she was vomiting blood
due to internal injuries.

ADV SANDI: In other words, you say that she died due to the injuries?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You were also assaulted on this day. Is that correct?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Were you assaulted by the soldiers?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, I was beaten up by six soldiers. They were coming together with Puti. Puti then pointed me out
saying that here is this bitch. One of them called me saying that he was going to ask something. I went to them. He then
kicked me in the stomach. I fell down. At that time the soldiers came. They were kicking me and they were beating me.

ADV SANDI: They were also clapping you?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, they clapped me and they were kicking me with their boots with, and they were beating me with
electric pipes and ropes. I was then taken to the hippo.

ADV SANDI: They took you to the hippo. Where did they take you?

MRS MNYAPE: The six of them took me with their hippo. I fell down. They took me to the hippo again.

ADV SANDI: Where did they take you?

MRS MNYAPE: They were taking other people to the hippo. When we approach Xhanga the soldiers, the three soldiers
came and they said that these women cannot be taken, because they know nothing. We were then taken out at that time.

ADV SANDI: Who is Xhanga? Was he a member of ADM?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, he was a member of ADM.



ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say, Mrs Mnyape?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, that is all. I was not arrested.

ADV SANDI: The other people who were with you in the hippo, were they also assaulted?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, they were assaulted. They would take us under the chairs.

ADV SANDI: Were they women?

MRS MNYAPE: There were women and others were men. They would take us under the chairs and they would beat us
and assault us.

ADV SANDI: Inside the hippo?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, inside the hippo. Others were under the chairs and they were beaten while they were under the
chairs.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests to the Commission, Mam, by coming here to the Commission, Mr Mnyape and
Mrs Mnyape? In your statements, especially you Mrs Mnyape, you mentioned that you would like medical treatment.

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, I would like medical treatment, because after this incident I suffered a lot.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any other requests?

MRS MNYAPE: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us your request.

MRS MNYAPE: I would like to be reimbursed, because I suffered a lot.

ADV SANDI: Do you have something to add Mr Mnyape.

MR MNYAPE: I have one pain and my request is that what happened in Masele is enigma, because you would give a
statement to the police, but the case would not go any further. I suffered a lot. As a result I did not think that today I
would still be alive, because in my life I was never arrested. I was a child and the boy, I was never arrested. We were
Xhosa boys, we were fighting all the time, but I was never arrested. I then became a man and this was a very painful to
me. My child was run over by the hippo, by the soldiers of the Government. The person who was driving the hippo was
Henna Nagaai. He was the one who killed my son. ... we were put in a sack and buried. We could not bury him properly
as a result of the Gqoza regime. He oppressed us. I suffer

from insomnia as a result of this. This is how I am. Okay, I will call a spade a spade. I cannot digress from this
evidence. My child was murdered. I went from attorney to attorney. I had one question, does a person, a human being,
murdered and there is no case. I gave up after a while. There was full evidence. I also had clear evidence as my house
was also destroyed.

I went to East London. A white man, Thomas, as a legal representative he said I must bring another witness. I went to
Port Elizabeth. I was trying to find a man who had run away from Puti. I found this man, Mr Mbambam. I asked him
and he gave me as much evidence as he could. They were used by Puti to attack people, people who did not want to join
the ADM. I then told him that he said that he was one of the people who were sent through by Puti to attack peoples'
homes. They attacked my home, Mputu's home and another home. From the third home they stole alcohol and they
drank it, they got drunk. They got to that house, they said that there were soldiers, four of them. They took the alcohol,
went to Puti's and drank. I gave the Tamacha Police evidence, because there were bullets found in my home. They said
that it was a R4 rifle that shot the bullets. It was then clear exactly who it was that had been shooting, but there was no
case.



ADV SANDI: Thank you for your evidence, Sir, because it is clear that you yourself investigated as well. After you
have finished, there are men, we have an Investigative Team. We request that you give all the evidence that you can
about the man who was a member of the ADM from Port Elizabeth so that they can help. Thank you. I will hand over to
the Chairperson. Maybe my colleagues have some questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mnyape, you said that the hippo driver you actually knew. Do you have his name?

MR MNYAPE: Well, his name will be with the Tamacha Police, because he was involved in the whole case.

CHAIRPERSON: I did not get the reason why this case was not taken up by the police.

MR MNYAPE: There was a statement and a case, but, and as I went there trying to get the details so that I could get all
the evidence for the Commission today they said that my case had been erased from their records.

CHAIRPERSON: Which police station is this?

MR MNYAPE: Tamacha Police Station.

CHAIRPERSON: Who did you talk to, who was the police that said your case had been erased?

MR MNYAPE: They just wrote, I have the paper with me, where they wrote the numbers of the dockets.

CHAIRPERSON: According to this document the case had been dropped on the fifth of October 1993. Do you know
anything about the case being withdrawn?

MR MNYAPE: No, we did not withdraw the case.

CHAIRPERSON: Also the case of the 27th of September was withdrawn. Your house being attacked, that was
withdrawn as well. Who do you think withdrew the cases?

MR MNYAPE: They did it themselves, because I did not withdraw the cases.

CHAIRPERSON: Who was representing you?

MR MNYAPE: Charles.

CHAIRPERSON: Who is Charles?

MR MNYAPE: Tabata, Smith Tabata.

CHAIRPERSON: Let us not take any more of your time, Mr and Mrs Mnyape. Thank you very much. We are very
familiar with the Masele Village especially during the struggle. Also, the contribution that the villagers made to the
struggle for liberation. Thank you for having come here to give evidence before the Commission. I know, especially Mr
Mnyape, this is very close to your heart and it still hurts. We are not people, as men who cry in public like this. This
reflects that you still hurt from the past wounds. We, as a Commission, promise that we are going to investigate the
matter. We are coming to the end of the Commission. We would like to talk to the attorneys that were representing you,
talk to the police station at Tamacha so that it is clear what happened, because a person dying is a serious matter. A
person cannot just die like a dog. Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: Boyce Mtyobile and Meyile Malcomeso Siwayi.

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, may I swear them in?

BOYCE MTYOBILE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: This gentleman is complaining that he needs some form of hearing aid, maybe he should put the
earphones on. You may stand up sir.

MEYILE MALCOMESO SIWAYI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you sir. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Mr Mtyobile can I start with you. You are going to talk about two incidents, especially in connection with
the 10th of January 1990, but your story is not clear before us. Please tell us what happened.

MR MTYOBILE: It was the 10th of January 1990, I was on duty at Nqongweni, that is where we were camping in a
tent. At the time, there were fights.

The people were against the Headmen.

MS MAYA: Were you a policeman or a soldier?

MR MTYOBILE: I was a policeman.

MS MAYA: Thank you, please carry on.

MR MTYOBILE: There were four of us on duty, but when the incident occurred, there was only three of us left. The
one had left and said that he does not feel at peace, he would rather go to Bisho where we worked.

The others that were left, was sleeping because we would give each other chances to sleep, four hours at a time. At
about 2 am, when I was waking them up so that I could sleep, I heard something being thrown into the tent and when I
tried to figure out what it was, something else was thrown.

I realised that it was a hand grenade. I just felt something wet on my feet. One of my toes was sore as if I tripped over, I
hid my head behind the bed, I also felt something wet on my thigh. I could not take much notice of this at the time. I felt



the person next to me, just to see if he was still alive, we held onto each other.

The noise continued. The bangs went on. The dogs were barking. We realised that as the dogs were barking, the people
were running away. We tried to get out, I told them that it is as if I had been shot. They ran out. When I tried to run out,
I fell because there as gas that was suffocating me.

I was dizzy. I called out to come get me. The walkie talkie we had, was not working at the time. We tried to get a house
with a phone, we phoned the Control at Bisho to tell them about the incident. I was then taken to hospital, an ambulance
came to fetch me.

MS MAYA: So what was happening, who attacked you?

MR MTYOBILE: I do not know who was attacking, however there was a rumour that I cannot be sure of. That is
apparent that it was an inside job, it was the other police.

MS MAYA: Was there a reason why you would be attacked by yet other police?

MR MTYOBILE: These things would happen, they happened at the time.

MS MAYA: What were the reasons?

MR MTYOBILE: So that it would appear as if it was one of the political organisations.

MS MAYA: Had there been such incidents prior to yours?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: And at the same place?

MR MTYOBILE: No, other places.

MS MAYA: We will request that you would give us those details.

MR MTYOBILE: There was a bottle store that was bombed at Qoboqobo.

MS MAYA: Do you have an idea?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes, this bottle store was bombed out and then we were called. Then we found out that it was the
police.

MS MAYA: Whose bottle store was it?

MR MTYOBILE: Ngwanya.

MS MAYA: Did you know the police that set out the mission?

MR MTYOBILE: We found out when there was a case.

MS MAYA: You said that you felt a dampness on your feet and thigh? Were you shot?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you get help?

MR MTYOBILE: I went to Mount Coke.



MS MAYA: For how long?

MR MTYOBILE: Two months.

MS MAYA: Do you have the documentation you got from the hospital?

MR MTYOBILE: I do not have any with me.

MS MAYA: Perhaps one of our investigators will come and ask for these documents. Did you eventually find out who it
is that attacked, because you said you heard rumours that it was the police?

MR MTYOBILE: I don't have concrete evidence.

MS MAYA: Was there an investigation, an inquest?

MR MTYOBILE: No, not as much as I know.

MS MAYA: You mention somebody whom you think was connected to this attack because you said the Task Force was
under his authority, who are you talking about?

MR MTYOBILE: The Elite Unit was led by Kwane Sebe and the other by Paulos.

MS MAYA: Where is Paulos now?

MR MTYOBILE: I don't know.

MS MAYA: Is Paulos his first name or his surname?

MR MTYOBILE: Surname.

MS MAYA: Do you know his first name?

MR MTYOBILE: No, I do not know.

MS MAYA: Do you have reasons for thinking that it was the organisations under Kwane Sebe that attacked you?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes. That is what I was told.

MS MAYA: How did these injuries affect your life? Are you able to work properly?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes. I did not like my place of work. I made applications for a transfer even before I was injured.
Things were worse, they deteriorated after I was injured.

MS MAYA: Were there reasons why you did not like your place of work?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Perhaps you can enlighten us.

MR MTYOBILE: My intentions for joining the Police Force was that I would deal with criminals. Where I worked with
the Riot Unit, I did not work with criminals. I would be woken up in the middle of the night to be asked to go to certain
places, it is dangerous, therefore I did not like the job.

Things were even worse after I was injured. I requested a transfer, I was not permitted. I then went to report at
Whittlesea police station.



MS MAYA: You would report at Whittlesea police station?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: When you say you'd be woken up in the middle of the night, what kind of places would you go to?

MR MTYOBILE: Places where there is disorder.

MS MAYA: You said you had been camping to guard Headmen?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes. Because the people of the community did not want that particular Headman.

MS MAYA: Was it a norm for policemen to be deployed to villages to guard Headmen?

MR MTYOBILE: It was the first time I had heard about it.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request as you have come before the Commission?

MR MTYOBILE: First of all, I would like to know the perpetrators because there is still a bullet in my body that could
not be removed. My body has grenade remnants within it.

Secondly I lost my job in an unclear manner.

MS MAYA: You lost your job as a policeman?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MR MTYOBILE: In 1991, as I would go and report at Whittlesea because they would not give me a transfer in 1991, I
had swollen up around my knee where the bullet is. I went to the Doctor at Hewu hospital.

He X-rayed me. He said the cause was the bullet in my knee. If I wanted it to be removed, I would be crippled. He then
gave me a few days leave, sick leave. When I came back to work, I was taken to trail, they tore the paper from the
Doctor and I just sat after that.

In April 1992 I was deployed to Whittlesea, I worked there a while. In August the was a board of enquiry, then I heard
that there was a call that I had lost my job.

MS MAYA: Were you at the board of enquiry? Did you defend yourself?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you have a legal representative?

MR MTYOBILE: I did.

MS MAYA: Therefore you want us to investigate why you lost your job, is that all?

MR MTYOBILE: I want to see the perpetrators. If the Commission can, they must find out if I cannot go back to work.
I apply and I never succeed because they think that there is nothing I can do because of my state of health.

MS MAYA: Is that all?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.



MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand you over to the Chairperson. Maybe he has more questions. Mr Siwayi, good
afternoon.

MR SIWAYI: Good afternoon. First of all, why do you cheat me? These people gave me earphones, and now I can hear
well. I am going to take these earphones home.

MS MAYA: Thank you. This incident that you want to talk about are things that happened to you in Peelton in 1991?
Won't you tell us briefly what happened.

MR SIWAYI: I hope that what I am going to say is not going to hurt your feelings, because in court they always say I
must not divulge everything.

In 1991 I worked for the Headmen. We were called into Bisho by the Gqozo regime. They then called us and asked if
we wanted the government. I said I have a house and I have livestock.

MS MAYA: What boers are they talking about?

MR SIWAYI: These are the people that killed me, I need documentation, it is in my pocket somewhere.

MS MAYA: Perhaps you can tell us about this stone that you are talking about.

MR SIWAYI: I am going to tell you now. So they said that I was destroying these boys, the (indistinct). The (indistinct)
was against the government.

I said that I need the government, a body in authority that I can report to if there is damage in my home, which is why I
supported the government.

I had to go give a report. We said in court that it is the Headmen and the government that is known. The government
does not know anything about the (indistinct). The (indistinct) boys were against the Headmen and as a head they said I
must bring my colleagues.

I said that they are not there. They said that I must go to the Magistrate immediately to withdraw. I said I was not alone,
I was with other men. Then we would go on the Monday.

MS MAYA: Who called you to the meeting?

MR SIWAYI: The (indistinct) boys, they fetched me from home. They said I must bring my colleagues and friends to
go to King William's Town to withdraw the case. I said that the offices were not open on Saturday, they open on
Monday.

I said that I would go to them on Monday, first thing. They said I must go immediately. That is where the dispute
started. Now these boys were attacking me.

MS MAYA: When were you injured and why?

MR SIWAYI: Because I could not go to King William's Town on the Saturday or alone, I had to go with the people and
report it with them on the Monday. It was clear that they wanted to attack me.

This is the time people were being necklaced. The meeting disintegrated. Some of them spoke up for me, saying that I
was not to be necklaced.

They carried on arguing. I stood strong and I said that whoever is going to put the tyre on me to burn me, we are going
to die together.

They cursed me, I cursed them back. I went home and slept the Saturday night. In the morning at eleven o'clock the next
day, nobody was saying anything any more, my house was just being stoned. My windows broke down, even the doors.



There was only one way. I said my children and my wife must hide under the bed. They said I must go out, I refused
and I said you either will not be able to go into my house whilst I am still alive.

They hit me with bricks, but my Lord was with me.

MS MAYA: You were injured?

MR SIWAYI: Yes, my ribs were fractured. I was taken to the Doctor and I slept at the hospital. I slept at the clinic and
then I was taken to Grey hospital.

I stayed there for three days.

MS MAYA: Was it your ribs that were fractured?

MR SIWAYI: Yes.

MS MAYA: When you came back from the hospital, how was the state of affairs at home?

MR SIWAYI: There were a lot of problems. When I was being beaten that night, I also fought. Some of them got in.
They thought that they were going to kill me. They had left paraffin and petrol behind. You cannot just put a person
alight, even if I come to you now and set a match alight, you will not burn, you need paraffin.

They tried to set me alight, until their match sticks were finished. They said that they must go and get some petrol to
burn me to death. Some of them were left behind and the others went and tried to get paraffin.

The other said they could not be left with me, they were too scared. I walked around the house, I said to my family they
must run away. I left in pyjamas and went to the police to report the matter.

The police kept me until twelve o'clock the next day.

MS MAYA: Was there any damage at home?

MR SIWAYI: Listen, my house was already damaged. When I came back, the (indistinct) boys were there looking at
me. My children ran towards me, saying I must not come. The (indistinct) boys were waiting for me. I said I am going
home, there is nothing they can do to me.

I went home. They came towards me and I was determined to fight. I went to the Headman's house and that house was
set alight.

Then I thought this is true, they are going to kill me. I ran away and I would fall, but get up and run. I ran about 20
metres and I fell down.

They did not come to me, but they burnt my house down. I was still in pyjamas. They left me. They went and burn
down my elder brother's house.

MS MAYA: You were still in pyjamas?

MR SIWAYI: Yes, I did not have any chance to change. My family also ran in night wear.

MS MAYA: When you were being attacked at night, were there people that you saw?

MR SIWAYI: It was full and people did not want me to go to them, I was all alone. Nobody wanted me with my
pyjamas.

We were given a place in Donqaba by the police in another village. I did not want to stay with the police, I built myself



a place in Donqaba.

This is what I am about here. My house was burnt down. I have listed these boys. It is Tabata who reduced the list, it
was the whole village. What I am complaining about, is that they killed me, even the Magistrate acquitted them even
though 26 of my goats are lost and my house was destroyed. Therefore this list ...

MS MAYA: Is it the people that attacked you?

MR SIWAYI: Yes.

MS MAYA: And there was a court case and they were acquitted?

MR SIWAYI: No, there was no court case, the case was kept on being postponed and then it was withdrawn.

MS MAYA: Which court was this?

MR SIWAYI: In Zwelitsha.

MS MAYA: At the Magistrate's court?

MR SIWAYI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the Magistrate?

MR SIWAYI: It was Richard, the White man.

MS MAYA: Thank you. What requests do you have before the Commission?

MR SIWAYI: This is my request. Apparently they said that there should be reconciliation, I quite like that idea.

But there should be compensation. My heart is bleeding. The law says that a man cannot revenge, I have not revenged,
because I respect the government. I have the right to go into each of their houses, and beat them up.

But I respect the government. Even where I live now, it is difficult. The people don't want me there, they are chasing me
away.

MS MAYA: Did you give up your house?

MR SIWAYI: Yes, I did. I did not want to go back to Peelton.

MS MAYA: Do you know what the status quo is in Peelton, would you perhaps be able to go back?

MR SIWAYI: I can't go to Peelton now, I built another house. Do you think I should go back to my enemies?

MS MAYA: Your requests sir?

MR SIWAYI: If the government can, the perpetrators must be arrested. If they can't arrest them, but the government
must do something for me, I had a huge home and I could not save anything.

They took my livestock, sold it. If they sold it or ate it. The policemen that were there at the time, the police did not try
to investigate the matter enough.

It is the people that went to King William's Town, toyi-toying that gave us all the trouble. They came and burnt out
houses down.

MS MAYA: Thank you sir.



MR SIWAYI: Therefore I need help from the Commission.

MS MAYA: According to our documents you are born on the 15th of May 1915, is that so?

MR SIWAYI: That is the truth. It is just that I am strong, the Lord is with me.

CHAIRMAN: Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Mr Mtyobile, I have questions for you. I think that we are fortunate that you've come before us as part of
the Ciskeian Police Force. Maybe you can clarify a few things for us in connection with the Ciskeian Police Force.

When did you start?

MR MTYOBILE: In 1986.

ADV SANDI: When did you stop?

MR MTYOBILE: 1992.

ADV SANDI: What was your rank?

MR MTYOBILE: I was a Constable.

ADV SANDI: Were you in Qongqweni? You said that there were fights, who was fighting?

MR MTYOBILE: I am not sure, but the entire village was in disharmony and there was fighting.

Our tent was not far from the Headman's house.

ADV SANDI: Were you given particular instructions?

MR MTYOBILE: We were given instructions to look after the Headman's place.

ADV SANDI: Were you armed so that you could protect yourself?

MR MTYOBILE: There was teargas. We had teargas and pistols.

ADV SANDI: Did you think that there would be a certain group, resistance group that would attack you?

MR MTYOBILE: We did not think that we would be attacked. We thought that the Headman would be attacked.

ADV SANDI: You never thought that perhaps Umkonto We Sizwe would attack you?

MR MTYOBILE: No.

ADV SANDI: Who was the Commander of the Unit at the time?

MR MTYOBILE: Zwahlana.

ADV SANDI: Is he still in the Force?

MR MTYOBILE: I think he is in Port Elizabeth. I think he is in Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: You said that there were rumours that it was a certain man who was leading the Elite Unit in Ciskei who
sent people to attack you?



MR MTYOBILE: It is my colleagues who rumoured this after I had gotten out of hospital.

ADV SANDI: Was this so that you would think that you were attacked by the ANC?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: If that had succeeded, you would have thought that it is the ANC that attacked you and then what?

MR MTYOBILE: I don't know to hide the atrocity they had committed.

MS MAYA: Perhaps I should ask the question in another manner. Are you talking about Kwane Sebe?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes, he was the head of the Elite.

ADV SANDI: You say it is him who planned so that you could be attacked?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What was his intention?

MR MTYOBILE: He wanted us to be anti-ANC.

ADV SANDI: Was there disharmony within the Police Force?

MR MTYOBILE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What was it all about?

MR MTYOBILE: We did not know what the Elite Unit was all about, we perceived them as our superiors therefore we
were not connected to them.

ADV SANDI: The man that led your Unit, did he work together well with the Elite Unit that belonged to Kwane Sebe?
Were they aligned?

MR MTYOBILE: Even if he did not work well with him, he could not voice that out because the Elite Unit was like the
government at the time.

ADV SANDI: Therefore there was no conflict between these two Units?

MR MTYOBILE: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you for bringing your evidence before the Commission. We've heard your requests before the
Commission - we will look into them. You can take your seats and we are going to call the last people to the stage.

--------------------
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NOTAKUMANI LENA NANA: (sworn states)

CHAIRMAN: Mrs Nana, who is with you?

MS NANA: My daughter.

CHAIRMAN: Is she going to testify?

MS NANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: What is her name?

MS NANA: It is Vuyswa Nana.

VUYSWA NANA: (sworn states)

KOKO GODANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Your story Ma'am, in front of us, I would like you briefly to give us a
clear picture of what happened to Desmond Nana on that day. Please come nearer to the microphone.

MS NANA: It was at about half past six, we heard that Desmond Nana was shot by Macebo Ndinisa in the township.

REVD XUNDU: Who told you this?

MS NANA: One young man came asking whether we knew them. I said yes, he was my son.

REVD XUNDU: Was he a member of any political organisation?

MS NANA: He was a member of the ANC.

REVD XUNDU: At the time of this incident, what was happening in the township, was there a consumer boycott?

MS NANA: There was a toyi-toyi in the township.

REVD XUNDU: There was no boycott?



MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: The municipality police were the ones who were disrupting the people who were in the struggle?

MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: This Kits Constable is he Macebo Ndinisa?

MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Do you know him?

MS NANA: Yes, I know him.

REVD XUNDU: Where is he now?

MS NANA: He hanged himself.

REVD XUNDU: Between your family and Ndinisa's family, was there a conflict?

MS NANA: No, there was no conflict.

REVD XUNDU: He shot your son because he was against Kits Constables?

MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Would you like to add something my sister?

MS NANA: Yes, I do. He told my brother to give him a passport. My brother told him that he left his passport at home,
that is when he shot at him.

REVD XUNDU: That was the reason for the shooting?

MS NANA: Yes, he shot him because of that.

REVD XUNDU: Did Desmond have a wife at that time?

MS NANA: No, he did not have a wife.

REVD XUNDU: Does he have any children?

MS NANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Was he at school?

MS NANA: He was working at the time.

REVD XUNDU: Where was he working?

MS NANA: He was working for SACHA.

REVD XUNDU: You were depending on him?

MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like Ma'am, what would you like the Commission to do for you?



MS NANA: There is nobody supporting me. There is nobody working for me. I am just staying with my children. There
is no one at home.

REVD XUNDU: Do you get an old age grant?

MS NANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Were you affected, how was your health affected by this?

MS NANA: My left arm is not working properly. I got injured at work, I was working in the bakery.

REVD XUNDU: You mentioned children.

MS NANA: I have two children. This one and a young boy. My young boy is still at school. This one is not attending
school because I don't have money. She completed standard 10, my young boy is doing standard 2.

REVD XUNDU: Those are your requests you would like us to forward to the President of this country?

MS NANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am. Let me now go to Mr Godana. What is your clan name sir?

MR GODANA: I am Nuyabe.

REVD XUNDU: Please tell us briefly sir what happened to you so that we can find out what the condition was at that
time.

MR GODANA: I am here today. I have a brother by the name of Joseph Mzingaye Godana. He was working in the
mine. He came back home, he stayed for two weeks. There was a toyi-toyi then. Two people came. He was working in
the yard at home.

These people said that the crowd was looking for you, he said I am busy working. They ten came to the yard to take
him. They gave him five litre petrol.

REVD XUNDU: Was your brother a member of any organisation?

MR GODANA: No, he was working in Johannesburg, he was not a member of an organisation. He just arrived from
Johannesburg. He was not a member in the township.

Everybody was supposed to go with the crowd.

REVD XUNDU: Were these people members of any organisation?

MR GODANA: They were the people who were toyi-toying. He was taken by the people who was toyi-toying. They
were going to Cenyu in Vusumzi Kula's home. Alcohol was banned in the township. Vusumzi had a sjibeen.

These people were going there to burn down his sjibeen. They found Dlomba there. Dlomba in the sjibeen.

REVD XUNDU: Who is Dlomba?

MR GODANA: Dlomba is a policeman.

REVD XUNDU: What happened then?

MR GODANA: When he saw them, he pulled out his gun and he shot at them. He shot three of them and others ran
away.



INTERPRETER: The speaker's microphone is not on.

REVD XUNDU: What then happened?

MR GODANA: He was shot, that happened at about eleven o'clock. He got help at about three o'clock. He was shot by
Dlomba in the head. They were going towards the sjibeen.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a case against Dlomba? Was there a case against Dlomba? I don't know whether Dlomba is
his surname or his name.

REVD XUNDU: Was there a case against him? You said that Dlomba is the one who shot your brother, was he charged
of anything?

MR GODANA: No, he was not charged. It is the first time that this thing comes to public.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go to any Attorney?

MR GODANA: No, I did not go to any Attorney.

REVD XUNDU: Did you go to report this matter to the police?

MR GODANA: Yes, I did.

REVD XUNDU: What did they say?

MR GODANA: The police showed me my brother in the mortuary. I saw my brother, I saw the bullet hole in his head.
We then buried him.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get a death certificate?

MR GODANA: Yes, I did.

REVD XUNDU: Who was the Doctor? Who was the Doctor who signed the death certificate?

MR GODANA: I got the death certificate in the police certificate, I did not get it from the Doctor. He was not taken to a
Doctor.

REVD XUNDU: Did your brother have a wife?

MR GODANA: No, he did not have a wife.

REVD XUNDU: Did he have children?

MR GODANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: What would you like the Commission to forward to the President of this country?

MR GODANA: I would like to be helped to build a house and to get money from where he was working in
Johannesburg.

REVD XUNDU: He did not get anything from his work?

MR GODANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Did you get any letters from them?



MR GODANA: No.

REVD XUNDU: Do you still have his ID?

MR GODANA: His ID is in the police station.

REVD XUNDU: We have to get the documents so that you can be helped to get his pension money from Johannesburg.

What else is your request?

MR GODANA: The government will see what to do for me.

REVD XUNDU: You mentioned Creches at Bethel Mission?

MR GODANA: It is a house.

REVD XUNDU: A house for what?

MR GODANA: It is a house for me to stay and my children.

REVD XUNDU: You will say that the creche is the house where you and your children are staying?

MR GODANA: Yes.

REVD XUNDU: I thought that you wanted this creche for the young children?

MR GODANA: I just want a house.

REVD XUNDU: We will forward your request to the President of this country. For now, let me hand over to my
Chairperson. Maybe he's got questions for you.

CHAIRMAN: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Vuyswa can answer if it is better, I don't mind. Vuyswa you told us that a civil claim was instituted on
this case. I am not sure if I missed it when you were being asked questions earlier.

But can you tell us the name of the Attorney who instituted that case?

MS NANA: The case was opened in the police station, it was never taken to an Attorney. Mr Dunkin Qacqa said that he
was going to consult an ANC Attorney. It was the last time we heard about it. We then went to the police station to open
a case, but the case did not go any further.

MS CRICHTON: And the second question relates to what has been said here about other children being involved in the
incident, that was shot at by the same perpetrator.

Who are those children? Do you know them, were they Dyonasi Peter and Nomathemba?

MS NANA: It was not Dyonasi Peter. Peter was the one who reported this incident at home. He said that my brother
was near Nomathemba's home. The person who was shot was Bongani Calmache and he died. I don't remember others.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much, thank you.

CHAIRMAN: We thank you ladies and gentlemen. We have noted your requests. Our job is to collect all the
information and the requests so that we can forward them to the President of this country in Pretoria.

He will be the one who will see what to do for you. It is not upon us to decide. If you see us around, don't ask us where



is my house, the one I wanted in the Commission. It is not upon us to decide, it is the President who is going to decide
what to do. We just gather information and we compile a report, forward it to the President so that he can see that he
will build a house for certain people, he will see how to compensate you because this incidents happened all over the
country, it did not only happen in Stutterheim or in the Eastern Cape, but it happened through the whole country.

But we promise you that we've listened to what you have said. When we are compiling our report, they will be included
in our report. Those in authority will see what to do.

For now we thank you, you my go back to your seats, thank you.

MR REDPATH: I represent Mr Dlomba in respect of the incident just previously testified to. Quite obviously we have
not taken full instructions and therefor our response has to be the same as has been all day, in respect of the other
incidents.

However, we are informed that there indeed was an inquest.

CHAIRMAN: We are just trying to get our documents, which number is it?

MS CRICHTON: Is it Ntondo?

CHAIRMAN: Dlomba.

MR REDPATH: It is a specific reference to the witness Godana, number 1717, if my memory serves me correct,
number 11 on your list if I am not mistaken.

MS CRICHTON: 1717?

MR REDPATH: Is that a Mr Godana?

MS CRICHTON: Godana.

MR REDPATH: Yes. It is in respect of that.

CHAIRMAN: Eleven, oh, okay.

MR REDPATH: It is witness number 11 on your list.

CHAIRMAN: Okay, we are on the same page now, thank you. Mr Redpath, you are representing Mr Dlomba?

MR REDPATH: Correct. You will recall Mr Godana made reference to the home of a Mr Vusumzi Kula, who is
another one of the persons whom I represent.

Vusumzi Kula is the person implicated by the old lady, Zamkana and there is a second witness who is not present today,
who also had a complaint against Vusumzi Kula, it is one Xhalisile. These incidents are all fairly closely tied together.

In respect of the evidence given by Mr Godana, at this stage I can inform the Commission there was an inquest. I just
don't know the outcome of the inquest, I just don't have any documentation, but as before, we pledge our full
cooperation, we will not be obstructive in any way.

We simply require time to prepare and present a fair case on behalf of those implicated. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Redpath. The toyi-toyi was going to

Vusumzi Kula's house?

MR REDPATH: Yes.



CHAIRMAN: The toyi-toyi was going to Vusumzi Kula's and the alleged perpetrator in this case, Mr Dlomba, then the
allegation is that he shot at the people who were toyi-toying to this house?

MR REDPATH: That is my basic understanding at this stage, yes.

CHAIRMAN: Okay. And you are saying that there was an inquest.

MR REDPATH: I am informed that there was, yes.

CHAIRMAN: And you would assist us with the inquest records if you get them before we do?

MR REDPATH: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. Thank you Mr Redpath.

MR REDPATH: Thank you Mr Chairman.

--------------------
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CHAIRMAN: Mateyisi Ndondo.

MATEYISI NDONDO: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairman, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: We welcome you Mr Ndondo. Please put on your headphones.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Can you hear me Mr Ndondo?

MR NDONDO: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Ndondo, during this morning we have been hearing about the state of emergency, the consumer
boycott that was going on in Stutterheim and now we are coming to your case in which a 7 year old child, your son, was
shot while he was playing with friends.

I would like to ask you a little bit about him first of all. Was he at school?

MR NDONDO: He was from school. I was at work. I was not at home. We were both at work. When I came back at
half past five, I heard the news that my child had been shot by Mkhululi.

I came back and I thought I should go to the hospital to look for him and indeed it was so. When I got there, Magoda
was standing before him. I asked him why he was doing so, he said he was guarding him. I asked if he was arrested and
a prisoner, and he said yes.

I asked what he was doing, and he said he does not know. It was on a Wednesday when he was shot by the police.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ndondo, can I interrupt you here to ask you two things. First of all are you saying that there was a
guard posted at the door of the ward where this child was?

MR NDONDO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Was he a very big child, was he very big or was he small? He was 7 years old.

MR NDONDO: He was 7 years old, he was 7.

MS CRICHTON: I am asking you very specifically was he small or was he very tall?



MR NDONDO: He as tall. He was not big, but tall and biggish. He was tall. He was not big, but tall and biggish.

MS CRICHTON: Will you continue please.

MR NDONDO: He was relatively tall, not too tall. We went to the hospital on the Wednesday evening when I heard that
he had been shot.

He was shot at the back. I went home and I was told to come back on the Thursday. I got up in the morning, but I did
not go to work, I went to the hospital.

We were told to take him to Frere hospital. We went together, when we got to the Frere hospital in an ambulance, he
was taken and examined by quite a few Doctors, they said that he would not live because the bullet was in his intestines.

They wanted to operate so that they could see properly, they did so. On that evening, the same Thursday, that is when
they operated. He did not survive the operation.

They could not tell me straight that my child had passed away, I knew deep in my heart that there was no such. I asked
them to tell me the truth, they told me the truth eventually that my child had passed on.

I took him from the office after he had died, I was shown by the police, I don't know who the police were but it was in
East London, the mortuary, this was the mortuary at the hospital.

When I went back to the hospital I was told that I must request for my child to be taken to Stutterheim. I was given a
ticket to board to Stutterheim. It was on a Friday.

I told them at the police station that they must go fetch my child from East London, the one policeman went and fetched
the corpse.

We went together with my older brother. He had been operated on, we could see. On the 20th the Wednesday, we buried
my child. There was a consumer boycott at the time. We buried my child on the Wednesday.

I asked Mkhululi why it is, he told me that he had killed my son. I asked why he killed my son, why didn't he come to
me, he said that he thought that the boy was grown up.

I asked if you could just kill any grown up person like that any way, he kept quiet.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ndondo, you say that there were three other people present at that shooting, Xolili, Siyabulela and
Zukile, were they children too? I am not getting a translation.

MR NDONDO: I heard when I came back that he had been playing with three other children. He got there and when
they were running away, Mkhululi shot him.

There were a lot of people around as there had been a consumer boycott, he shot him next to the field.

MS CRICHTON: So he was with a group of children and he was shot when he was running with those children? I want
to move now to ask you whether there was a court case of any sort, an inquest?

MR NDONDO: No, we did not go to court.

MS CRICHTON: So you simply had this discussion with Mkhululi yourself?

MR NDONDO: Yes, he just told me at the time, we were talking. I did not see him after that, I think he was changed.
The last time I saw him was in Stutterheim, in town.

He did not come to me personally, he did not come to ask for forgiveness, I did not see him after the incident.



MS CRICHTON: Are you saying that you have not seen him again since then?

MR NDONDO: I did not see him again.

MS CRICHTON: One question that I did not ask you which I think is important for me to know is at what time in the
day was this that the children were playing, was it at night or was it day time?

MR NDONDO: It was day time, as I heard, they were playing in the rugby field.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ndondo, there is just another question that I need to ask you now and that is what your
expectations of the Commission are? You've come to us, you've told your story, what is it that you are especially
requiring us to consider?

MR NDONDO: As I said and stated, what I need is for my house to be built. Secondly I request that in my area I need a
monument in our township for my child.

Those are my requests. Just a monument in the township.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ndondo, we understand you pain. One thing that we have not spoken about is the effect that this
had on Mbulelo's mother and grandmother. You've been through a great deal of pain, we thank you.

MR NDONDO: His mother I buried in 1989. His sister stopped going to school, she is up to no good. Even I am not
well.

He killed three people, he also killed me. I am the fourth person that he killed, when I think about it.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Ndondo, thank you for opening your heart to us, but not just to the people that are here, but to the
nation as to the pain that was caused by situations like this. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Ndondo, I only have two questions for you sir. You said you spoke to
Mkhululi, you said that he came to you or did you go to look for him?

MR NDONDO: When the child died, he asked if I am the father of the child and the others said that I am and then he
said he had killed my child.

They said that my child looked grown up.

MS MAYA: When he says that he had killed the child, when he confessed, was he asking for forgiveness?

MR NDONDO: No.

MS MAYA: He did not try to ask for forgiveness?

MR NDONDO: No.

MS MAYA: How do you feel about Mkhululi at the moment?

MR NDONDO: Mkhululi is no longer in Stutterheim, he was transferred elsewhere.

MS MAYA: In your heart, how do you feel about him?

MR NDONDO: It has caused me a lot of pain that he had committed such an atrocity.

MS MAYA: If you had to see him again, what would you say to him?



MR NDONDO: If I would see him, I would have nothing against him. It is God who is sovereign. It is just my heart that
keeps aching.

MS MAYA: Thank you sir.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Ndondo, the Mkhululi that we are talking about today, did you know him
prior to the incident?

MR NDONDO: No.

ADV SANDI: Was it the first time that you saw him?

MR NDONDO: Yes. I just saw him as one of the police members.

ADV SANDI: You said that this matter did not go up to the court of law?

MR NDONDO: No.

ADV SANDI: Did you wish to take this matter to court?

MR NDONDO: If I had been called, that was my wish.

ADV SANDI: Such matters where a mere 7 year old dies, according to your knowledge, would these cases be taken to
court, where a policeman would be accused? Did you hear of any similar cases going before the court of law?

MR NDONDO: No.

ADV SANDI: You do not know about any cases whereby there is a trial perhaps?

MR NDONDO: No. The government of the day had no intentions, it was a wicked government to this day.

ADV SANDI: Do you mean that the courts of law would have no contribution into such incidents?

MR NDONDO: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Ndondo, is Mkhululi a first name or a surname?

MR NDONDO: I don't know. I don't know whether it is a surname, but some say it is his surname. I don't know his first
name.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Would you be able to identify him?

MR NDONDO: It was the first time I saw him when he committed this atrocity in 1985, that was the last time I saw
him.

CHAIRMAN: Are there people that know him in the community?

MR NDONDO: Yes, there are. People that saw him commit this crime. There is a ward that was named after my child.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Ndondo. The intentions of this Commission are to bring reconciliation into the country.

The hope is that after the life of the Commission, that we set a path whereby there is reconciliation so that we can be



united. However, when I look at your tears, the wounds that you sustained, the pain, this is what we listen to each and
every day in these hearings.

It is not easy for a man of your stature to weep in public like this. It shows depth of the wounds and the pain. This brings
doubt into my heart, whether there is going to be reconciliation in this country because of the depth of the atrocities
committed.

For now, thank you. We promise that even though we cannot heal the wound in your heart, we will endeavour to reveal
the truth as to the death of your son and the perpetrator who Mkhululi is and what he is all about. Perhaps in that sense a
cleansing and a healing in your heart can come to pass.

The request that you've made to us, we will take it forward. For now thank you Mr Ndondo, you may step down.

Mr Redpath?

MR REDPATH: Mr Chairman, my response with regard to this witness' evidence is the same as the previous responses,
however, our investigations to date have produced some documents which are relevant to the Committee's investigation.

I have here a copy of the post-mortem report, compiled by Dr Basil Wingreen on the 15th of November 1985. The death
register number is 779/85.

A glance at this report would answer the one question posed by Committee member Crichton that the deceased was
1,26m tall, which makes him under five feet and he weight approximately 40 pounds.

I would hand that document in to the Committee. In regard to the issue as to whether there was any official legal inquiry
into the death of the deceased, our enquiries to date showed that there was indeed an inquest.

I would stress at this stage, in view of some of the questions posed by members of the Committee to the previous
witness, that an enquiry by way of inquest can take one of two forms. It can either be a formal inquest where witnesses
are called to testify under oath in public and are subject to cross-examination from anyone who has an interest in the
proceedings, or it could be informal. In which event after the police investigation the documents are simply submitted to
the Magistrate concerned of the area where the deceased died and he would behind closed doors, hold an informal
inquest which amounts to him reading the document. However, it is usual in a case such as this that the Magistrate
would at least request members of the family to be present.

I have photocopies of the relevant page excerpt of the police register which shows that there was an inquest held, it
doesn't specify whether it was formal or informal, but we are continuing to investigate.

Once again, I must reaffirm our commitment to be of assistance to the Committee and not to be obstructive to the
Committee. That is not the purpose of our request to allow us to present our case after proper investigation from our side
in all the instances in which I appear.

I have nothing further Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Redpath, thank you very much, but perhaps you can assist us and probably assist Mr Ndondo with
some information that may begin to allow him to relate to his grief by identifying whether Mkhululi is the first name or
a surname?

MR REDPATH: It is a surname.

CHAIRMAN: And the first name of the person?

MR REDPATH: I am instructed that it is a Mr Gareth Mkhululi. He is identified as an alleged perpetrator, but I may
state at this stage that our investigation shows at this stage, that Gareth Mkhululi might well not be the person.

Notwithstanding the alleged confession to Mr Ndondo, we are fairly certain that we will be able to show to the



Commission, who did do the shooting. Whether the shooting was justified or unjustified in the circumstances, I don't
know, I cannot express a comment.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much Mr Redpath. Again we appreciate your offer of assistance to the Commission.

You have sat through the proceedings, part of the proceedings of today and I am sure as a human being you have been
touched as we all have been touched by the depth of pain that is still in the hearts of those who have lost loved ones.

MR REDPATH: Correct Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: And how discovering the truth may begin the process of that healing.

MR REDPATH: We all have to ...

CHAIRMAN: We are not interested in passing judgement really on those things, but to gain the truth and present it to
the family and say there it is - begin to relate to it and begin to accept what has happened.

We appreciate your assistance very much, thank you sir.

MR REDPATH: Thank you Mr Chairperson. May I please be excused?

CHAIRMAN: Please do.

MR REDPATH: And may I also express my appreciation for the obvious manner in which we have been treated here
today.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Redpath.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will now ask the attorney, Mr Mlalane together with Fezile Ndongeni to come forward. Mr
Mlalane, you are representing Fezile Ndongeni on the matter?

MR MLALANE: I do.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Do you want to address us? Are you going to lead the witness? Are you going to read the
statement into the record?

MR MLALANE: I am just going to make a short resume of what happened and then he is going to do the talking
himself. He can talk, he is old enough. First of all ...

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Go ahead Mr Mlalane.

MR MLALANE: Thanks. First of all, this matter is a matter of inquest at Alice and judgement has been reserved and the
real problem is finding witnesses and this happened at night. Apparently there were two groups of the African National
Congress and the two groups were not in agreement and there is no evidence yet that my client was the leader of the
other group, but is suspicious that he was probably taking a leading part and my client, as he says, was he friend of Mr
Papu. Mr Papu was actually brought by him to that area. There was no animosity, but in the middle of the night there
was this fight. My client ...

CHAIRPERSON: Can I just clarify something, Mr Mlalane. You say this matter is already before the court.

MR MLALANE: It is already before the court and judgement ...

CHAIRPERSON: And you are awaiting judgement?

MR MLALANE: We are awaiting judgement and I am appearing in the case.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you want to insist on addressing us on this matter or are you feeling that, perhaps, you are obliged
to do so because we sent you a notice? I am just afraid ...

MR MLALANE: I feel I am obliged to, otherwise, because this court does not know anything of sub-judaica. Otherwise
I would have raised that this is sub-judaica, because we are awaiting judgement in this case.

CHAIRPERSON: Yes, I would like to consult with the Committee quickly and, perhaps, let us come back to you, just.
Sir, you consulted us (indistinct)?

MR MLALANE: Yes I am (indistinct).

CHAIRPERSON: (Indistinct). Mr Mlalane, that we accept and just put it on record and when we are contemplating



making a finding on Mr Ndongeni we will then inform you and then you can make representation at that stage.

MR MLALANE: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you sir.

MR MLALANE: May I be excused.

CHAIRPERSON: Yes, please.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call Rhyline Nene, Nonkululeko Nonyaniso Gladys Madikane.

RHYLINE NENE: (sworn states)

NONKULULEKO NONYANISO GLADYS MADIKANE: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Nene, let me start with you. You are here today to tell us about your
husband, Mr Steven Nene. You are going to tell what happened in 1990 immediately after Oupa Gqozo had taken over
the rule of the Ciskei. Can you please tell us what happened to your husband?

MS NENE: First of all I would like to greet the Chairperson of the Commission, members of the Commission and
everybody here. Secondly I would like to thank the opportunity to come here and give details about what happened to
my husband.

I am requesting to start in 1989 about what happened to me in 1989. My house was burnt down. My husband was a
Councillor in Mdantsane at the time. Secondly in 1989 when Gqozo had taken over, my shop was also burnt down.

Everything inside the shop was burnt down, even today I was not able to build the shop again. Thirdly, the police of Mr
Gqozo came to my house in Frankfort. They were driving a kombi, a cream, white kombi.

I thought that they just came in the hotel. At the time my husband was about to have tea as he was coming from the
field.

These people said that Mr Nene, we are here to take you. He asked them who are you. They said that we are from the
government, we have been sent to take you because there is something that was needed from you.

MS MAYA: Excuse me Ma'am. Let us go back to 1989. You said that your house was burnt down and your shop was
burnt down. Why was this happening to you? Who burnt down your house and your shop?

MS NENE: It was at a time of consumer boycott. If you belonged to a certain party, your house would be burnt down. I
think that my house was burnt down because my husband was a Councillor.

MS MAYA: Please continue Ma'am.



MS NENE: I think our house was burnt down because my husband was a Councillor.

MS MAYA: Did you know the people who did this?

MS NENE: No, we did not know them. We did not even know the people who burnt down the shop because it was on
the day when Gqozo had taken over the rule of Ciskei when our shop was burnt down.

MS MAYA: Please continue Ma'am with your story.

MS NENE: The police came. I asked them why are you looking for my husband. They said that they had been sent to
fetch him, they did not know why.

I asked whether I can accompany him with his car, they said no, they are going to take him with their kombi. They told
me not to go with them. They then left me behind.

Because I was scared, I forgot to take the number plate of the car. I just thought that maybe they were going to kill him.
I phoned my son in Mdantsane. He arrived, we then went to the police to report this. The police told us that he was not
there and there is nothing they can do. They told us to go and search for him in other police stations.

We went to Qasa police station, Zwelitsha police station, Tamara. A week passed. After a second week I saw my son
arriving at home. He said that my husband was in Cecilia Makiwane. One nurse phoned him, this nurse said that my
husband arrived there with the police.

He was in Cecilia Makiwane. We then went to visit him in hospital. When we arrived there his condition was very bad.
We could not even talk to him. We came back the following day.

I found out that in that private ward there was a red flag. I asked the sister what was that flag for, the sister told me that
Ma'am, this is because your husband's Doctor was there, but every Doctor has to go inside and check or examine him.

MS MAYA: Excuse me Mrs Nene, how old was your husband at this time?

MS NENE: In 1990 - he was born in 1924.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, you may continue.

MS NENE: We then visited him every time. After three days he regained consciousness, he could identify us but he
could not do anything for himself.

The Doctors would come and take him to an X-ray. We then realised that he, when we visited him, he would tell us that
the police are on their way and the police would arrive. One of them was Mr Funani. I don't remember the other police,
but I can identify them if I can see them.

MS MAYA: Where was he stationed?

MS NENE: He was a police under Gqozo.

MS MAYA: In which station?

MS NENE: No, I don't know. I don't want to lie, because I don't know. I think he was in Zwelitsha or Mdantsane.

MS MAYA: For how long did your husband stay in hospital?

MS NENE: He stayed for three weeks.

MS MAYA: How was he injured?



MS NENE: He was injured very badly.

MS MAYA: Where?

MS NENE: He was injured in his head. Even today he is mentally impaired.

MS MAYA: Did you get details or explanations of how he got injured?

MS NENE: Before he was discharged, as we were visiting him, there was a police guard in his ward. But we could see
that this police was feeling something towards my husband. He said that Mxolisi, under your fathers bed there is a
machine, this machine belonged to the men who used to visit him.

He was always restless as we were visiting him. Even if we were talking to him, he would not respond to what we were
saying. We then asked him what happened to him. He said he cannot tell us because he did not know what happened to
him. The only thing he knew was that while he was in Tamara, he was taken to certain places at night - they would put
something, a sail or a sack in his head.

But what he remembered was that he was in Tamara where he was assaulted there. He did not remember anything else.
He said that the police would take his head to the toilet and they would flush the toilet, which rendered him
unconscious.

He said that he woke up in the hospital, he did not know who took him to the hospital.

MS MAYA: The Mr Funani you mentioned, was he in Tamara?

MS NENE: I don't know where he was, but all the time he was together with these police. Even when they visited my
husband in hospital, he would be with these police.

MS MAYA: What was the main reason for this assault, what were they looking for?

MS NENE: He said that the day when they released him, Mr Funani said that Ma'am, I am happy because you are here,
because you are here to take your husband home.

I asked him what really happened, Mr Funani said your husband was allegedly in contact with Sebe, that is why they
were interrogating him, they wanted to know their conversations with Sebe.

He then told us that that was a wrong information.

MS MAYA: Was there a reason for them to accuse him of this, was he a friend of Mr Sebe?

MS NENE: He was close with Mr Sebe because he was a member of SINIP and he was a Councillor at that time.

MS MAYA: The people who came to release him, did they tell you who ordered them to release him?

MS NENE: They said that Gqozo ordered his release.

MS MAYA: How was your husband's health affected by this?

MS NENE: I told my son to take a photograph of him, I thought that I would be having a photograph with me now
because my husband's death touches me because ever since 1990, he is receiving treatment in hospital. Doctor Van
Niekerk told me that we have been to Humansdorp and everywhere, he is in bed all the time.

He suffered from a stroke because of that Dr Copperwitz who is treating him now, said that my husband is not supposed
to be in hospital, he is supposed to go to Chiasma because of his condition.

In December he was discharged from Chiasma, because he suffers from strokes now and again. Before he was treated



by Dr Copperwitz, I took him myself, but because he was mentally disturbed, I had to take him to a Psychiatrist.

I was told that he had to be taken to St Dominique's and in St Dominique's I paid R1 500-00 for a brain scan. He's got a
poor health, he cannot do anything for himself. I thought I would bring his photograph so that you can see his condition
from 1`990.

MS MAYA: Ma'am, you said that you had businesses. Did you loose all your businesses because of his health?

MS NENE: Not only our businesses were destroyed, but my health was also damaged because in 1994 I had a heart
attack.

I used to feel a pain but when I visited a Doctor, they would tell me that I have pneumonia. I was then attacked. I had a
heart attack in 1994. I was in hospital in ICU for eight days. I am receiving medical treatment, even yesterday I was in
hospital to get my treatment.

Because of my husband's health, we don't have any money left.

MS MAYA: Ma'am, are there any other members of SINIP or Councillors that were treated like your husband by the
government?

MS NENE: Yes, there are other members because their houses were burnt down at that time.

MS MAYA: Do you know their names?

MS NENE: Mr Danana is one of them. I forgot the others, but there are quite a lot.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. Do you have expectations or requests to the Commission?

MS NENE: I would like to be helped with medical costs of my husband especially I had to be paid a lot of money.
Every month he has got to go to Dr Copperwitz in East London for medical treatment.

Dr Copperwitz, his treatment is not less than R300-00 every month. I was supposed to go to Cape Town to undergo an
operation but they told me that I had to pay R60 000-00. MS MAYA: A heart operation?

MS NENE: Yes, a heart operation.

MS MAYA: In other words you would like to be helped with medical costs?

MS NENE: Yes. Myself and my husband.

MS MAYA: Is that all Ma'am?

MS NENE: I would also like to be helped with my shop. I cannot afford because of my husband's health.

MS MAYA: Do you receive any grants from the government?

MS NENE: No, we've been trying for a long time, but with no success.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am. I will hand over to the Chairperson after I've finished with both of you.

Mrs Madikane, your story is also about your husband, Mr Carrington Mcoseleli Madikane who was murdered on the
12th of August, 1992, in your home, is that correct?

MS MADIKANE: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: You say that your husband was a member of ADM and also a Headman, is that correct?



MS MADIKANE: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: You are going to talk about two incidents. The first one that happened on the 16th of November 1991 and
the one I've just mentioned. Please tell us briefly Ma'am, about your husband.

MS MADIKANE: Thank you. In November 1991 it was on the 16th, my husband went to town. I waited for him to
come back, but he did not arrive. At about twelve o'clock midnight, I saw two vans arriving at home.

These people asked me where my husband was, I told them that he went to town. They said that he had been shot. They
gave me his watch. I did not believe them, so I asked them whether he was still alive. They said that he was taken to
Mount Coke hospital. In the morning I went to visit him in Mount Coke hospital.

He was still alive, he said that he did not know the perpetrators. He said that he was shot in the hand and he was bitten
in the hand and in his shoulder. He was transferred to Cecilia Makiwane hospital. He then recovered, he came back
home.

On the 12th of August 1992 at about nine o'clock in the evening, we were sleeping at home. The children were playing
in the kitchen. We heard children crying, coming towards the bedroom, saying that someone wanted to kill them.

This person was following them to the bedroom. He asked where my husband was. I said that he was not here, he was
sleeping in his bed and I was sleeping in mine.

He then shot at us. He shot at him, he died on the spot. I went to take a candle from another room. He went to take a
candle from another room, he lit the candle and he made sure that he was dead. After that he left.

MS MAYA: Did you see this person, Ma'am?

MS MADIKANE: Yes, I saw him but he had a balaclava on. I could just see his eyes.

MS MAYA: Was he alone?

MS MADIKANE: Yes, he was alone.

MS MAYA: Did you know who the person was?

MS MADIKANE: No, we did not know.

MS MAYA: Was there an investigation done by the police?

MS MADIKANE: No, but the Detectives just came and they wanted us to give them a statement. Nothing happened
after that.

MS MAYA: Are you from Qhugqwa?

MS MADIKANE: Yes.

MS MAYA: What was happening in the township at that time, what was the condition?

MS MADIKANE: It was this thing about the different organisations.

MS MAYA: As he was a member of ADM, which other organisations was there?

MS MADIKANE: It was the ANC.

MS MAYA: What happened before, were there any other incidents that may have led to his death?



MS MADIKANE: I don't know because other people who died, were from the ANC, that is all I know.

MS MAYA: Is that all your story Ma'am?

MS MADIKANE: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: What would you like the Commission to do for you, what are your requests?

MS MADIKANE: I would like the Commission to help me because since my husband's death, there is nobody
supporting us. I've got children and I am suffering a lot.

MS MAYA: How old was your husband at this time, if you remember?

MS MADIKANE: He was born in 1927, he died in 1992.

MS MAYA: Thank you Ma'am, is that all you wanted to tell us today?

MS MADIKANE: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: I will now hand over to the Chairperson, thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me ask Mrs Madikane, were you supported by the leader of the ADM or
by the members of the ADM?

MS MADIKANE: No. There was no support from them.

ADV SANDI: Was there any support by the ADM leader or by the ADM members to the members of the ADM who
were involved in such incidents?

MS MADIKANE: He was the first person, nobody helped us.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Revd Xundu?

REVD XUNDU: Mrs Nene, why were these people from the government, why were they accusing you, why were they
accusing your husband of contacting Mr Sebe?

MS NENE: Can you please repeat sir?

REVD XUNDU: I was saying Ma'am, these people from the Gqozo government who came to ask for the whereabouts
of Mr Sebe, why did they come to your husband? Was there any connection between your husband and Mr Sebe? Why
did they think that your husband would know the whereabouts of Mr Sebe?

MS NENE: They were not asking him where he was, they were saying that there is information that he is in contact with
Mr Sebe. This is what we want to know, because we just heard that he was in Pretoria, there were no telephonic contact
with him.

REVD XUNDU: Were they friends with each other?

MS NENE: Except for that he was a Councillor, he would attend a meeting with them.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Ma'am.



CHAIRMAN: Mrs Nene, I also want to ask you a question. You said that this happened after the coup of 1990. Do you
remember that after the coup properties of people were burnt down, especially in the townships.

Because businesses were burnt down. You said this incident happened during that time?

MS NENE: Yes. It happened during that time.

CHAIRMAN: If I remember very well, this was done by people who called themselves comrades. I don't know whether
there were also criminals amongst those comrades.

Your case, your incident happened because of the Ciskeian police?

MS NENE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: You said that Mr Funani was amongst these police?

MS NENE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: We thank both of you. You've given us two different stories, but two very painful stories because a pain
is not a pain only in one organisation, it is a pain to everybody.

As a Commission we have to listen to all the people's stories and investigate. We thank you for coming here and telling
us your stories. We will investigate them.

Mrs Madikane's story is very clear because at that time ADM members were in conflict with ANC members. We would
like to investigate Mrs Nene's story, we will try to contact Mr Funani so that he can tell us what was happening at that
time.

I was not aware of such incidents done by the Ciskeian police. We thank both of you, you may now sit down.

--------------------
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REV XUNDU: The witness is in Mr Chairperson. Nombuyiselo Ntsiba Ngece, will you please get up?

NOMBUYISELO NTSIBA NGECE: (Duly sworn, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MTHETHO NGECE: (Duly sworn, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Advocate Sandi will lead evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Will you please come closer to the mike. When you speak please come
closer to the mike so that we can hear you. You are going to talk about an incident of 1992 in Alice?

MRS NGECE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Could you tell us what happened, what happened in February 1992.

MRS NGECE: On the 15th of October 1992 people knocked at my door. Nokuzola opened. They asked Nokuzola where
Mthetho was. They said the last time they saw him, Nokuzola responded saying that the last time she saw him he had
gone to the march in Bisho. Then the other brother emerged and they thought that it was Mthetho. They asked who he
was with. Nokuzola said he was with the wife and child. As my husband opened the door they asked for Mthetho. My
husband said he does not know where Mthetho was. When he said he does not know where Mthetho was there was a
bang on both windows. There was smoke. When I started screaming after a lot of, we heard a lot of bangs I saw blood
on myself. When I started crying my husband said I must hide behind the door. I do not know what else he said, but he
fell on the ground. The house was burnt.

CHAIRPERSON: We will give Mthetho a chance to talk as you maybe drink a glass of water mam.

INTERPRETER: The speaker's mike is not on.

ADV SANDI: Are you the one that the police were looking for that day?

MR NGECE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Where were you?



MR NGECE: I was at work in Fort Hare.

ADV SANDI: Were you working at Fort Hare?

MR NGECE: Yes, I still work there.

ADV SANDI: Who are these soldiers that came to your house?

MR NGECE: It was on Wednesday, 15th of October. First of all, a white car, in the afternoon drove past, it was at about
midday. It was a car that was probably wanting to find out what is happening at my house. Mbulelo, who is the last born
at home, when he saw the car he went and told my mother. My mother said Mbulelo should go and find out what this
car is all about, because it is because of these cars that my child no longer stays at home. Mbulelo went, but he could not
write down the registration number. When I asked Nokuzola if she remembered the faces of these people. Mbulelo was
going to write matric. Nokuzola thought that Mbulelo had been studying and had gone home late. The reason why she
opened is the door is because they called all my names, even my nicknames. It was clear that these people knew me
well.

ADV SANDI: Apparently they went inside the house?

MR NGECE: Yes, after Nokuzola had opened the door, they went in. They had masks on. They asked who is in the one
room. She said it is my brother. They then said she had told them that I was not there. She then explained that it was
another brother. They went to my room. They found my brother and they shot.

There is a door that leads to the kitchen from the back. Our bedrooms are aligned together. Nosipho had a one month
old baby. My sister-in-law's child was two months old. When she realised that there was blood splattered all over her
she was not sure whether it is her husband's or her child's. As she screamed and cried out, she ran to my father. My
father took her into his room. The house was on fire by that time. When we said that it, the whole family was out there,
they threw a hand grenade onto the house. They did not realise that my brother had died. They thought he was just
laying there. The people from the village came. My father was trying to stop the fire. My father slipped and fell. I am
sure that my father's death is due to the injuries that he sustained at that time. The next morning a car was hired to take
all the injured.

ADV SANDI: Who were the injured?

MR NGECE: Nosipho was shot in the knee. Nokuzola, who had opened the door, as she tried to jump out of the window
she injured herself at the back. She has got a big scar. They also shot her at the shoulder. My niece was shot in her hand.
Then my sister-in-law was shot in the arm and the stomach. Also Elby was taken to the hospital. My youngest brother
came to tell me that our house had been burnt down. When I asked what had happened he just said we must go. We got
into the car. When we got to the ANC offices everybody from Msobomvu was there. My father was there as well. I was
then told that my brother had passed away. If I had the strength at that time and I knew who the perpetrators were I
would have gone and revenged, because my family is as it is, because of them. These people know who they are.

We then left for the hospital. When we got there we saw my sister-in-law. I knew by then that my brother had died. I did
not want to see my sister-in-law, because she was going to ask where my brother is. She asked as I thought. I told her
that he was in another room in another hospital room. She heard two days later that he had passed away. I reported the
case at the police. They hardly took notice of me, really. When I got home there were police taking photographs.

ADV SANDI: Mthetho, why were these soldiers looking for you?

MR NGECE: Mr Chairperson, I think that it is because I was the Secretary of SANCO, also the Chairperson of the
Youth League. Before all that whenever there was a political incident in Msobomvu the police would arrest me. The
police, whilst I was detained, would try to look for evidence to link me to whatever incident. Then they would not find
any evidence and they would then take me back home. Therefore, I do not know, that particular time, why they were
looking for me.



ADV SANDI: Before this while incident was there political unrest in your village?

MR NGECE: The police would come when we have meetings, coming to disrupt the meetings. I do not remember
anything else.

ADV SANDI: Were peoples' houses burnt down or was yours the first house to be burnt down?

MR NGECE: Mine was the first.

ADV SANDI: Would the soldiers have any contribution in disrupting people's meetings?

MR NGECE: The soldiers at that time would go to Msobomvu. They would camp in one particular field with their
trucks.

ADV SANDI: How did the soldiers relate to the people? How was their relationship between the soldiers and the
members of the community?

MR NGECE: There was disharmony. The thing is the soldiers, if they would come across you at night or in the evening,
they would attack you.

ADV SANDI: Are there soldiers or police that you know of that contributed to this damage in your village?

MR NGECE: Yes, since 1992 to 1995 the case has been investigated. Mr Galane, private investigators were
investigating the whole case. There is someone in the community, Dansda. My sister came to me saying that Dansda
had bought me expensive boots and jersey. I asked why. I asked my sister if my sister-in-law, if she owed him anything
and why he had bought these things for her. My sister-in-law tried to find out why it is that Dansda had bought me these
things. The police went to Mr Dansda. Mr Dansda said that he knew exactly who it was that was involved because he
was part of the planning. He did not list these people, but in Mr Galane's investigation there is a soldier, Mr Tsanda,
who is in King, who said that he had come across Madoda Kula and Madoda Kula said that they had a mission to
accomplish in Msobomvu and I was the first person that they were going to beat up. Therefore, Mr Kula was one of the
soldiers that were there.

ADV SANDI: Mr Tsanda said this. Is Mr Tsanda a police?

MR NGECE: He is a soldier. He said that he could not go. The answer came the following day and there was a report
that they had completed their job and then he started being harassed.

ADV SANDI: Who said that?

MR NGECE: Madoda Kula.

ADV SANDI: Where is he? Do you know him?

MR NGECE: Yes, I know him.

ADV SANDI: Is he here in the hall?

MR NGECE: Yes, he is here. There he is.

ADV SANDI: Is that all the evidence you have?

MR NGECE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Can we go back to Mrs Ngece. Mam, were you able to identify the perpetrators?

MRS NGECE: No.



ADV SANDI: Were they masked?

MRS NGECE: I was sleeping. I just heard a voice.

ADV SANDI: Did you recognise any voices?

MRS NGECE: No.

ADV SANDI: After a while, did you find out who it was that had done this?

MRS NGECE: Mr Galane came to us saying that he was investigating a Dimbasa case and light came to our case as
well. Three people, Madoda Kula, Sandile Mati and Welcome Maronono.

ADV SANDI: Did he question these people or interrogate them?

MRS NGECE: There was a case and the, with the three of them, but the case kept on being postponed.

ADV SANDI: Has the case been concluded?

MRS NGECE: The case was withdrawn, because, apparently, Nokuzola who had opened the door, said that she could
not identify the people, but she could identify Sandile Mati?

ADV SANDI: Could she identify anybody else?

MRS NGECE: No.

ADV SANDI: Where was she identifying these people?

MRS NGECE: She was called to a parade.

ADV SANDI: Is there something else that you would like to talk about? Nombuyiselo, is there something else, mam?

MRS NGECE: No, if he continued with the story then it is alright.

ADV SANDI: What is this story about somebody buying you a jersey? Who is it?

MRS NGECE: It was Dansda.

ADV SANDI: Was he the one who bought you the boots and the jersey?

MRS NGECE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who is Dansda?

MRS NGECE: I thought that he had bought me the jersey because we have the same clan name.

ADV SANDI: Is he a policeman or a soldier?

MRS NGECE: No.

ADV SANDI: Did Tsanda mention Dansda's name at all?

MRS NGECE: No.

ADV SANDI: So it is not related at all?



MRS NGECE: No.

ADV SANDI: Do you have requests before the Commission?

MRS NGECE: Yes, we have requests

ADV SANDI: Please go ahead.

MRS NGECE: First of all, I request that the Commission investigates this matter fully. We would like the perpetrators
to divulge everything and let the justice take its course. If I say I forgive these people, I would just be saying it. I cannot
forgive these people. My child asked day and night where her father is. I cannot forgive them. They are with their
children. Sometimes Kayda points at men, at other men, strangers saying that it is her father.

ADV SANDI: How old is Kayda?

MRS NGECE: She is seven years old.

ADV SANDI: Is that all the evidence we have?

MR NGECE: I am going to agree with my sister-in-law. I have no forgiveness for these people. I hope that one day,
whenever that is, they come before the Commission. When people look at me in the streets they conclude that I am a
criminal. We had my brother killed. There is no peace in my heart. These people in the community look at me and they
laugh. These people, if the Commission finds these people I request that these people be jailed all their lives. I never
want to see them again.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson, I am handing over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there any questions? Sorry, Mr Ngece, did this incident occur the same day as the "Buddy"
incident in the village?

MR NGECE: Yes, it was the same day.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there two groups attacking the two homes or was it the same group?

MR NGECE: It was two groups.

CHAIRPERSON: Is it Mr Galana or Galena?

MR NGECE: It is Mr Galena.

CHAIRPERSON: Was he investigating this case?

MR NGECE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Until it was taken to court?

MR NGECE: Yes. No, the case would be postponed now and again. They would promise that the case would be taken
to the Regional Court, but that never happened until it was withdrawn.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, Mr Galane, will, sort of, give us a lead?

MR NGECE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: There is a Mr Dansda who claims that he knows all the people who were involved. How was he
involved, was he one of these people?



MR NGECE: I do not know sir, because Mr Dansda was not working at the time, but before that he was working in
Transkei with Lizo Lomzie. He stayed in Msobomvu. He said that I must go to him, because he has got all the
information.

CHAIRPERSON: These people that you have mentioned in your statement, maybe Nombuyiselo can answer this
question, because it is her statement. Madoda Kula, Welcome Maronono, Sandile Mati, these three people you did not
see them on that day?

MRS NGECE: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Dansda told you?

MRS NGECE: No Galane told us.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. There is Madoda Kula here with his advocate. They want to dispute some of the things
that are in the statement.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Cecilia Putunywa Ngete.

CECILIA PUTUNYWA NGETE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Ms Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Ms Ngete, you are going to talk about your uncle, Mafu Matiwane, who was
74 years of age in 1992 when he was killed. Could you tell us what happened to him.

MS NGETE: On the 19th of September in 1992 my uncle left our house to go back home. He met two soldiers. They
asked where he had come from. He said he had come from Johannesburg. Then they said that he had burnt down
Makhapela's house. He said he did not know anything about this. They took him, beat him up and took him to Mr
Makhapela's house. At Mr Makhapela's house he cried out saying that he had done nothing, he does not know why he is
being beaten up. A little while after he had beaten up he walked out. The soldiers followed him shooting him until he
went through a passage. As he was going through a passage going home his jacket got caught in a fence and he fell.

As he was lying there the police kicked him saying that he was pretending that he was dead. Malule, his brother, came
through. He was watching. After that they realised that he had died. They left him there and they went to Makhapela's
house. At home where I stay my sister-in-law came telling me that my uncle had been beaten by soldiers who are
staying at Mr Makhapela's house. I went going home. When I got home I thought that I would find him and take him to
hospital, but when I got there he was, I tested his pulse and touched his eyes. He was not blinking. I realised that he was
dead. I wept and I thought to myself, I have no mother, I have no father. He was a father to me. What is going to happen
to me?

After that we went to Chief Mbandla's house to report this matter. Chief Mbandla said he had no phone. We got a lift to
the police station. When we got there we presented the case. The police said to us we had burnt down Makhapela's
house, but we go back to report the case to them. Makhapela said the man who is killed is not guilty. The one police said
we must wait, the police vans were deployed, they would come back later. At eight o' clock a bakkie came, a police van.
They took us back home and they also took us to the corpse where my uncle lay. It was half past eight at the time. Mr
Jonas took over so that we could bury him properly.

MS MAYA: Do you have reasons that you know of about the death of your uncle?

MS NGETE: No.

MS MAYA: Were there organisations that were in dispute in your community?



MS NGETE: My uncle was an ANC member. He was killed by soldiers.

MS MAYA: So these soldiers were from Chief Makhapela's place. Why were they taking him there?

MS NGETE: This is where his house was burnt down. The house had been recently burnt down.

MS MAYA: Are there people who had been arrested in connection with this matter?

MS NGETE: No.

MS MAYA: Therefore there was no court case.

MS NGETE: I went to the police station and investigated, reported the matter, gave in a statement. After that there was
a promise that there would be a court case. In 1995 there was a summons that we should go to court. As we were in the
court yard we realised that they were not calling us in. I went to the investigators. Sergeant said I had already left for
Seymour. Mr Ndita was handling the case. We wanted to find out what was happening. Mr Ndita told us that Lindile
Mashiqa has been, absconded in Pretoria. He absconded therefore he was not there. I wondered why they were not
notifying us about this case.

MS MAYA: Are Luvuyo and Lindile people that you knew?

MS NGETE: Yes, I knew them.

MS MAYA: Where are they now?

MS NGETE: Lindile Mashiqa is in Qoboqobo, he works there. He has got a house in Dimbaza. Luvuyo Matyila, he is at
Malamkoma.

MS MAYA: Is Mashiqa still a soldier?

MS NGETE: Yes.

MS MAYA: In the new regime?

MS NGETE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Therefore the court case could not continue?

MS NGETE: No.

MS MAYA: Did you have representatives, legal representatives?

MS NGETE: No, except an Attorney, Smith, and in King William's Town to whom we gave the case to.

MS MAYA: Do you have a request before the Commission?

MS NGETE: My request to the Commission is there should be a follow up. We need compensation and especially
because we, the funeral costs were on our soldiers, the Government did not contribute in any way.

MS MAYA: You have talked about education or a school.

MS NGETE: Yes, I did request that a school be built in our village and be named after Mr Matiwane.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: When you went to the attorneys Smith and Tabata what was their response?



MS NGETE: We just gave in a statement to him. We, after that, we referred to the investigators.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Cecilia for having given clarity on this case. You have put this case before us so well. We
will look into your requests. We are going to be talking to the attorneys, because you did give in a statement. Hopefully
they can give us direction. Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call Mr Smuts Ngonyama who is going to give us the political context as a person who was
centrally involved in the issues which were happening here in the Border Region. He was a leader in political
organisations and NTO's. He was also an organising secretary of the Council of Churches.

We will ask him to give us a short picture of a political context which was prevailing at that time. Welcome Smuts and
thank you for agreeing to do this for us, thank you.

MR NGONYAMA: Mr Chairperson and the members of the Commission, I would like to greet you. I thank this
opportunity to come here and give a picture of the things that were happening at the time as leaders of the Border
Region, I will try to mix so that people can understand and hear me.

Also I must apologise that I've got only one copy of my statement and I am sure before I am through with my input,
somebody will bring the other copies for the Commissioners.

Chairman and members of the Commission, I am currently the MEC for Economic Affairs, Environment and Tourism
in the Province of the Eastern Cape. Prior to being appointed to this position, after those historical elections of April
1994, I was a political activist in the Border/Ciskei area holding several leadership positions, including being
Chairperson of the Border Regional African National Congress and also as the Chair indicated I was also the organising
secretary of the Council of Churches.

I am currently also a member of the African National Congress' National Executive Council. I am present here today to
sketch a brief overview of the broad political context in which the Border/Ciskei area found itself before general
elections of 1994.

There can be no doubt that no other region in South Africa, was affected more during the Apartheid era than the Eastern
Cape which has been the scene of much conflict, forced removals, the artificial independence of two Bantu states, the
Ciskei and the Transkei, source of cheap migrant labour for the mines further north and with it the havoc it played on
family life over many years.

The Border/Ciskei area being predominantly rural, was as a result of political inspired institutionalised neglect and
underdevelopment by the former governments characterised by the large numbers of disempowered people, severe
pressure on the land, the high rate of unemployment and under employment, striking poverty and environmental
degradation, poor infrastructure, shortage of water and the lack of basic services.

In general most of the people in this area lacked even the most basic means of subsistence. As a result of socio-
economic conditions and the continuous political oppression over generations, the entire area now known as the Eastern
Cape became the crucible of resistance.

As a result of this awareness, the Eastern Cape has given birth as we all know, to many activists and many leaders. And



some of them are now in the positions, and they are in government. Now let's move to the birth of the homelands in the
Province.

The Eastern Cape being the centre of resistance, became a thorn in the flesh of the various unjust regimes which sought
to control and to oppress this area and our country in general.

In at attempt to neutralise the area's capacity to resist the South African regime, under the National Party, devised to
establish the Ciskei and Transkei homelands. Between these two homelands, a narrow strip of land, known as the
Border area could be found.

And these homelands, although purported to be independent, were more like what you would call puppet
administrations, answerable to Pretoria, becoming mini-dictatorships whose leaders took advantage to enrich
themselves.

Together with their followers, they were enriching themselves at the expense of the majority of the people in this region.
For a decade after independence, the Ciskei and the Border became characterised by the vicious cycle of oppression and
repression.

First by the Sebe and then by the Gqozo regimes leaving little hope addressing the specific and complex needs of the
region. Both the Sebe and the Gqozo regimes were not afraid of using violence against their opponents.

And those opponents being fighting to reincorporate the Ciskei back into South Africa and also to fight for the freedom
of our people in general. They were using what you would call brutal, covet military operations.

And also they would use security legislations to suppress any opposition.

Let us now go to Nquese's regime. As Sebe would be known at the time. After independence the Ciskei was ruled by
Lennox Sebe who was assisted by his brother Charles, the late.

The Sebe regime assumed enormous powers and mounted a brutal assault against opponents of the homeland system
and the anti-apartheid activists. People were detained, there was no political freedom.

And publications to try and communicate with people, were banished. Sebe's regime became increasingly violent and
brutal as opposition against it grew. If we can take some few examples that happened during the late Lennox Sebe
regime. Matjole was killed. A very, very committed and disciplined young fellow, he was staying in Zone 8.

He was killed by people known as Green Bags, they were under Matchegetha who was staying in Zone 9 if I am not
mistaken.

Matjole was killed in front of his parents, they took a large stone and they threw a stone in his head while his mother
was watching. Secondly Noxole Landula was also killed. He was a student at Griffiths Mxenge in 1985.

She was doing her last year. Thirdly the students of Nimpendolo High School, people of this region will remember
when they were chased to the Buffalo River where many of them drowned.

People were attacked in all places. Including places like Dimbaza, where there was one girl by the name of Loriri. At
the time she was in a primary school. That young kid is still alive and totally incapacitated.

The second one again in that very same area, Hangovedo Jacobs. He was also attacked. That young fellow is still alive,
even today. A violent political crisis resulted in 1989 when villages as like Thornhill, villages like (indistinct). Places
like Qonqweni where forced removals were made.

It is where Border Council of Churches took over trying to help the families who were forcefully removed so that they
can find places to stay.

As a result of these and other incidents, opposition against Sebe grew day by day and very strongly. And those



denouncing this regime and supporting a united and democratic South Africa, were assaulted and detained in violent
confrontations with the Ciskei Security Forces.

A state of emergency was even declared on the 2nd of February 1990. The day that the ANC and other political parties
were unbanned in South Africa, in Ciskei there was a state of emergency.

On the 4th of March 1990, the Sebe regime was toppled by a bloodless coup, led by Brigadier Gqozo. Gqozo then took
over government and vested executive and legislative authority in a military council appointed by him, claiming to
support the reincorporation of Ciskei into South Africa.

This coup was enthusiastically received and supported because most of the people in the area thought it would be a great
relieve. He even went to the level of convening a meeting with those who were in the leadership amongst the activists in
the area.

I remember the day when he came to us and informed us that he has now taken over and he pledged that he was going to
work very closely with the people of the area and he was going to turn the area to become the paradise of peace.

But Chair and the Commissioners and ladies and gentlemen, it was never to be because soon thereafter, it was clear that
he was unable and totally unwilling to deliver on the promises to reincorporate Ciskei back to South Africa, and he
continued in the steps of his predecessor.

The military council of State over which Brigadier Gqozo presided, ruled by decree and this regime carried no popular
mandate to govern and eventually refused any political activity to take place in the Ciskei.

And you will remember that more or less during that time, it was when the ANC nationally was involved in the process
of negotiations in CODESA and therefore as a leadership in the area, we would go out to try to consult with the people
to try and get the mandate of the people and to take to negotiations, but all those meetings wouldn't be allowed.

A reign of terror plagued the length and breadth of the Ciskei, which was being perpetrated and supported by
instruments of the Ciskei government, led by the callous and unscrupulous Brigadier Oupa Gqozo.

People were being assaulted on a daily basis in their homes, in their places of work and on the streets. Attempts by the
alliance to hold marches and organise meetings in the Ciskei in order to voice opposition to the Ciskei regime and the
outrageous policies being pursued by it, were systematically frustrated by this regime.

Permission to hold marches and meetings were consistently refused. And those peaceful demonstrations that were hold
without permission, were broken up by the Ciskei Security Forces often using extreme and unnecessarily harsh
measures.

Even funerals were not dignified at the time. People were being attacked while attending funerals. Numerous attempts
were also made to resolve through negotiations. The impulse in which we found ourselves in the area, this involved
attempts to negotiate with the Ciskei regime.

And I remember vividly the meeting that we organised which was the first meeting to try and negotiate with the Ciskei
Military Dictator and at the Amatola Sun, where he sent a statement through one of his messengers that he was not
attending that meeting any longer.

Again attempts were made by churches and I remember also the attempt by the churches when they came up with the
proposal that was drafted by the leadership of the church, Right Reverend Finca, Reverend Chikane, Archbishop Tutu
and Reverent Doctor Magoba and they came up with a proposal that was proposing that there should be a referendum in
the area within 21 days.

And all that was never respected and was never even taken seriously. In general Chair, ladies and gentlemen, there was
general unhappiness and discontentment within the entire region as a result of actions of the Ciskei regime.



People were beaten with sjamboks, meetings were disrupted, people were tortured, tear gassed, people were assaulted,
shot, people were being murdered. Some of these incidents that I have mentioned briefly, 3 000 people were dismissed
from their jobs in the government.

These were people that were demanding free political activity, they were dismissed on the 5th of March 1991. A state of
emergency was declared on the 29th of October 1991 which granted powers of arrest, search and seize to police,
resulting in the detention of hundreds and arrests and detentions without trial.

Students at the University of Fort Hare were attacked by the Ciskeian Defence Force in 1992. Qumbela Home was
bombed on the 17th of August 1992, by the Ciskei Security Forces.

In August 1992 at about two o'clock in the morning, when also the Ciskei Security Forces attacked out house with a hail
of bullets in an effort to kill my family and my three sons and one of them who was the youngest at the time, was six
months old.

As it was mentioned by the two previous speakers the killing of Guzana and Charles Sebe during that time as well. The
raid of Ciskei was even used by the Military Counsel as its private mouthpiece which was continuously used to insult
leaders of the tri-partheid alliance and the democratic movement in general, even the church leaders were insulted
through this raid of Ciskei.

All these atrocities could be performed under the law that was set at the time, Section 43, it is called the National
Security Act, Act 13 of 1982 which prohibited political activities other than those of the African Democratic Movement.

And this African Democratic Movement was some kind of a political party taking ie organising meetings for Brigadier
Gqozo and his surrogates. And that was the only so-called party that was allowed to hold meetings in the area.

... tri-partheid alliance and other democratic formations, all of them were kind of disrupted. There was an agreement that
was reached nationally, the national peace agreement, but it was not respected in the area called Ciskei.

The Ciskei Defence Force would go from village to village. ... which was a security company, which was a company
that was said when we were busy agitating and asking about this company and they said that this company has been
appointed to offer security to headmen, but the members of this security company and this people that were recruited in
the villages, were used as agents to intensify terror and sorrows and miseries in the area by shooting people, stabbing
them. Others were attacked.

People were even assaulted. People were even raped by this so-called peace force and that is why immediately we had
to chase this peace force in the area because it was seen as a symbol of frustration, immediately and during the time of
the interim government or interim administration in the former Ciskei at the time.

Chair, this actually culminated into that fateful day of the Bisho massacre of the 7th of September 1992. But I am not
going to forget when the Bati family was killed in Alice.

A man who was killed, he was 70 years old, together with his wife and their grandchild, they were sleeping, they were
killed by the Ciskei Security Forces - he brutal assault of four elderly villagers, including a 70 year old. People were
killed between villages in the Ciskei like Dimbaza and Zingcuka, King William's Town, Jeff Nqolomba was shot sitting
in his car.

On the 10th of September 1992, Pakamisa a student at the University of Fort Hare, a BSc student, was killed at
Digidigana. On the 11th of September Maloso Ngobo was killed by the CDF soldier, Blackie Maramba.

On the 11th of September in Middledrift at (indistinct) ANC members were arrested in great numbers and they were
detained under the very same security laws.

Also on the 11th of September 1992, two villagers were shot and injured by CDF members. These people were dropped
through a helicopter.



This reign of terror continued until the installation of the interim administration in the Ciskei just before the national
general elections. There were killer death squads at the very same time, before the interim administration. They killed
Ndodolo, a school teacher in Dimbaza.

One of the members of parliament, Sam Quelita on the 16th of December - he was attacked. The priests were marching
in Stutterheim. They were also attacked by the South African Security Forces. I remember vividly Colonel Nqaqa he
was a priest, he was taken by the police van and that march was led by the Border Council of Churches.

Also in the area which was called the Border which was the so-called White corridor, atrocities were the order of the
day in areas like Ginsburg and King William's Town, Schornville, Breidbach, where many people were killed and
detained.

I remember a person Albert Wilkens, who is the Deputy Mayor in King William's Town who was detained for a long
time. Peter Swarts, Japie Pitts - and Japie Pitts was intensely traumatised to an extent that after his release, he was never
the same again, he soon died.

Tembalaki George was also killed, a young chap, and a promising student at Fort Grant. They took him at home, he was
the only son of the family, he was killed and never to return back to his family.

Gimbambeka was also killed in Ginsburg in 1985. Bodya in the same year, in Ginsburg. He was killed by the South
African Security Forces in King William's Town.

I remember people like Captain Swarts, Captain Fouche - all those people that were leading the reign of terror. The
abduction and brutal assault of the veteran, Mr Twebe from Dimbaza, an old man. He was assaulted, they were asking
weapons from him, he couldn't speak when he came back.

Tear gassing of the churches in the area. Well Chair, ladies and gentlemen, these are just a few of the examples that I
can quote at the present moment otherwise intimidation at workplaces against Union members, the eviction from farms
such as those, especially those near Kei Road.

If we remember very well, people had been dumped in the streets and many other countless crimes against humanity
were sort of common place within this area, and I am sorry to say within the time available to me, they are too numerous
to give special mention to all of them.

But I need also to mention that the South African Security Forces and the Ciskei Security Forces were working very
closely, the were in collusion in all these operations. In all these various activities, they were very, very consistent,
working as a very strong alliance.

I must also remember the parachuters that were being trained by the South African Defence Force and in the area that is
next to Fish River. I think there were plus minus 11 trainees, Ciskei Defence Force that were thrown into the river, then
they died, perhaps we need to get the truth around what took place about those people.

Now moving to retaliation Chair and the members of the House, for the sake of holistic records, it must also be
acknowledged that the oppressed people of the region were not merely passive and accepting their oppression, laying
down.

We waged a just struggle against apartheid and its various structures. JF Kennedy words perhaps are applicable in this
context when he says that "those who make peaceful change impossible, make violent change inevitable."

Frustrated by efforts to achieve democracy peacefully, the ANC and various other formations, UDF in the area retaliated
against the forces of oppression and repression.

And this retaliation, unlike apartheid and homeland rule which were (indistinct) to humanity, was deeply rooted in the
principles of human dignity and human rights.



In close Chair and the members of the Commission and the community at large, will remember all the heroes of our
struggle for liberation and peace in South Africa. They have sacrificed their lives, we will never forget that.

We salute them together with their families. This is a lesson for the future, the right to forgive should not be taken
lightly. Many people paid the ultimate price and it is therefore important that the truth be known.

This is not to seek vengeance, but rather that we may move into the future in trust of each other with our dignity
restored. I hope that this Commission will manage to extract the truth on all issues raised in the statement. I am once
again extremely grateful for having been given the opportunity by the Commission to present this statement. I pledge
my support as an individual both by my thoughts and by my actions.

I thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Smuts, thank you very much. You have given us a very broad perspective covering a very long period of
struggle in this area. You have analyzed for us the political context in which these things happened and indeed cited to
us a number of very (indistinct) cases, which this Commission would not have touched, (indistinct) of this area if it
doesn't deal with it.

We are grateful that you have taken the time and that you have prepared such a useful document for our consideration.
We would of course still expect that you would give us the copies and although you have read into the record the main
part of it. Thank you very much and we are indeed most grateful to you. Thank you.

We will have a 15 minute break, we will come back at quarter past eleven.

--------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We will now call forward Mzwabantu Ngxokela.

MZWABANTU NGXOKELA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Tiny Maya will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Ngxokela, you are here to tell us the story about yourself about what
happened to you on the 7th of June 1987, is that correct?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: You are also from Stutterheim?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You said that on this particular day you were arrested by certain members of the South African Police. Can
you please tell us what happened on that day?

MR NGXOKELA: I attended a night vigil for Bhabha Mlata.

MS MAYA: Please come nearer to the mike so that we can hear you.

MR NGXOKELA: I attended a night vigil for Bhabha Mlata. I then left at night, I went home.

MS MAYA: Please raise your voice, we cannot hear you.

MR NGXOKELA: In the next morning on Sunday, the municipality police came in my home, they kicked the door,
looking for me. I woke up, I opened the door. They took me to their house.

They then assaulted me, asking me what I was doing in a meeting. I asked them why were you beating me, they said
they were beating me because I attended a meeting.

They were beating me with sjamboks. They were kicking me. I would fall down and they would kick me in my jaws and
in my body. They took me to the rent office, they said that I must give them a statement.

I told them that I can't do that because I know nothing about what they were accusing me. They then took me to the
South African police, they arrested me. I spent three days there.



On Wednesday I appeared in court. I was released on a free bail. They told me that they were investigating the case. We
then found Attorneys and I was found not guilty in court.

MS MAYA: You said that the police came and they assaulted you in your home. Who was Bhabha Mlata, the one you
attended a night vigil?

MR NGXOKELA: Bhabha Mlata was the one who was killed.

MS MAYA: Who killed him?

MR NGXOKELA: I was from Johannesburg where I was working. I was told that that weekend he was going to be
buried. I attended the night vigil because he was a comrade I knew.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any political organisation in Stutterheim?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What was the name of that political organisation?

MR NGXOKELA: It was the UDF, but I was working in Johannesburg at the time.

MS MAYA: Did you notice any of the police that beat you?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Who are these police?

MR NGXOKELA: It was Nono Phahlane, Bhadu and Didiza

MS MAYA: Please raise your voice.

MR NGXOKELA: It was Nono Phahlane, Bhadu, Didiza and Kenny. There were seven of them.

MS MAYA: Were they South African police?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, they were South African police.

MS MAYA: You said that they took you to the rent office, why were they taking you there?

MR NGXOKELA: The rent office is the municipality office where we pay our rent.

MS MAYA: Why were they taking you, why were they beating you in the rent office?

MR NGXOKELA: They first took me to their home, they handcuffed me. Nono Phahlane wanted to shoot me. They
then took me to the rent office.

MS MAYA: Was it a usual thing that when people were arrested by the police, they would be taken to the rent office?

MR NGXOKELA: I don't know because I was not staying there, I was working in Johannesburg.

MS MAYA: What happened to you after that?

MR NGXOKELA: They took me to the South African police.

MS MAYA: You were assaulted there?

MR NGXOKELA: They told the police to arrest me. The police then arrested me.



MS MAYA: Were there any other people who were arrested with you?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, I was arrested with Niqelo.

MS MAYA: Who is Niqelo?

MR NGXOKELA: They came with Niqelo in my home.

MS MAYA: Were you members of the same organisation with Niqelo?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where is Niqelo now?

MR NGXOKELA: Niqelo passed away.

MS MAYA: Who are the other people?

MR NGXOKELA: It was only the two of us.

MS MAYA: Were there any other people who were tortured by the police because they attended the funeral?

MR NGXOKELA: I did not hear anything about that.

MS MAYA: Were there any other people who witnessed your arrest?

MR NGXOKELA: My mother was there.

MS MAYA: Where is your mother now?

MR NGXOKELA: My mother is at home.

MS MAYA: Who are other people who witnessed this arrest?

MR NGXOKELA: I did not see anybody because the police took me at home, they arrested me.

MS MAYA: You said that you were arrested and they released you after three days?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: While you were in police cells, who was with you?

MR NGXOKELA: It was myself and Niqelo.

MS MAYA: The one who passed away?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: You said that there were other people who were arrested with you, apart from Niqelo?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, but I don't remember their names.

MS MAYA: In the community, did you see any people who were arrested with you after this?

MR NGXOKELA: No, I don't remember them.



MS MAYA: Do you know why these people, these police arrested you and Niqelo?

MR NGXOKELA: I don't know because I was not staying at home, I was working in Johannesburg.

MS MAYA: In the organisation, were you a leader or did you have any position?

MR NGXOKELA: I was just a member.

MS MAYA: The people who arrested you, are they still around in your community?

MR NGXOKELA: Please repeat your question.

MS MAYA: The people who arrested you and assaulted you, are they still around?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Are they still policemen?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, they are.

MS MAYA: When did they stop assaulting you?

MR NGXOKELA: Nono Phahlane pointed me with a gun, they then stopped him.

MS MAYA: You mentioned that you vomited blood, that is when they stopped assaulting you?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any Doctor?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, in Stutterheim.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the Doctor's name?

MR NGXOKELA: It was Dr Brink.

MS MAYA: Did he treat you?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, he treated me.

MS MAYA: How were you injured?

MR NGXOKELA: I broke my jaws and my ribs.

MS MAYA: Do you still have medical records?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, from Dr Brink and Mt Coke Hospital.

MS MAYA: We would like you to give these documents to our investigators. Do you have something to add to your
story?

MR NGXOKELA: I cannot do anything, I am just staying at home, doing nothing.

MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge against the police or the municipality police or the people who were responsible for
the rent office?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, I laid a charge in the BPC offices.



MS MAYA: Were you compensated?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, I received a settlement amount of R3 000-00.

MS MAYA: Do you remember the name of the Attorney?

MR NGXOKELA: His name was Mhlalana.

MS MAYA: What about Tabata and Van Heerden? Was it Mhlalana alone or Mhlalana with Tabata?

MR NGXOKELA: It was Tabata and John Smith.

MS MAYA: What is your request to the Commission sir?

MR NGXOKELA: My request is that I got injured and I can't do anything for myself.

MS MAYA: What would you like us to do?

MR NGXOKELA: I would like to get medical treatment and to be compensated.

MS MAYA: Is that all sir?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, and I am alone. I am alone at home.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Ngxokela, I will now hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Ngxokela, the Dr Brink you mentioned, is he the same Dr Brink we heard about in Khayalethu Hela's
testimony? Khayalethu Hela said that Dr Brink was corroborating with the police?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRMAN: Is he the same Dr Brink?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: You received treatment from him?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, I received treatment from him. He treated me and then he discharged me.

CHAIRMAN: Were you from prison at the time?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Tiny Maya?

MS MAYA: My last question Mr Ngxokela, you said that your ribs were broken and your jaws were fractured, were
you admitted in hospital?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, in Stutterheim hospital.

MS MAYA: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Ngxokela, the police are supposed to protect the people, is that so?



MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: At the time of your incident, were they protecting people in Stutterheim?

MR NGXOKELA: No, they were not protecting people.

ADV SANDI: Were they interested as the police to protect people?

MR NGXOKELA: No, they were not protecting people at that time.

ADV SANDI: When I look at your testimony and the testimony from people from Stutterheim, am I mistaken to think
that the police in Stutterheim at this time, were doing anything they wanted to do to people, is that so?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes, that is so.

ADV SANDI: They were not prevented by anything, by anyone from doing whatever they wanted?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: They were not working according to the rules of the police? So you can say that they were making their
own laws?

MR NGXOKELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Ngxokela.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr Ngxokela, we thank you for appearing before the Commission to give your testimony.

We also understand your situation because of this assault as the Commission, we understand that. All the cases
presented before us, we investigate them trying to find out all the details so that we can make a decision of whether this
person is a victim or not.

If we found out that the person is a victim, that the person's rights have been violated, we would then be able to inform
the President, this is the first step that you've given us your statement and you've given us your evidence.

When we are making the finding, we will know what to conclude. For now, we would like to thank you for coming
before the Commission to tell us your story.

Thank you very much Mr Ngxokela.

MR REDPATH: Mr Chairperson, I represent certain of the people implicated by this previous witness. If I've
understood the translation correctly, he has subsequently increased the number of persons as alleged perpetrators, to
seven.

That is why I have said I represent certain of them. My position, our position in regard to this witness' evidence is the
same as in regard to the previous group of witnesses.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much Mr Redpath.

MR REDPATH: As the Commission pleases.

--------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to swear in Nomakhosazana Gladys Papu. Please stand up.

NOMAKHOSAZANA GLADYS PAPU: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, she has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mrs Papu. We will hand over to Mr Sandi who will lead you with questions on
behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Papu, you are also from Alice?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Are you from Msobomvu?

MRS PAPU: No, I am from Makuzeni.

ADV SANDI: You are from the village of Makuzeni?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: The incident which you are going to talk about took place on the 3rd of April 1994?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: I will now hand over to you to tell us what happened on this particular day?

MRS PAPU: On this day we were at home. The group, my husband's group came at home to look at what was
happening. They saw that things were quiet. My husband told them to leave, because that day there were no people
around. At midnight my husband said that we must sleep and these people must leave. Only three of them have to stay.
He then told us to go to sleep. It was myself and another woman who was staying in the Makuzeni village, but now she
is in Zizinie. We slept together with that woman.

While we were sleeping we heard something on the door. This woman by the name of No-First ran out and I followed
her. A petrol bomb in our street was thrown. I saw my husband running. We also ran, No-First and myself. There were
two cars, Isuzu and Mazda. We went through these cars. We saw that there were people who were chasing him. It was
Mr Fezile Ndongeni, Gumeli Tselane and one young man from Fana family, but I do not remember his name.

ADV SANDI: Was he Nombombo Tselane?



MRS PAPU: Yes, he was chased by four people. After that it was dark. We saw that there was one of them with a torch.
He was following us. No-First ran away. He ran to tell people that Papu was being killed. After that, as I was sleeping
with children, I took children to the neighbour, my grandchildren. One of them was three years old, the other was 11
years and the other one was eight years old. I took them to my neighbour's house. I was crying. My neighbour told me
not to cry, because these people would come in that house. I then stopped crying. I peeped through the window, because
I wanted to see what was happening, but I could not see, because my house was on the other side, on the other street.

While I was still looking through the window I saw a light coming from Gomorro. It was a car. I saw this car that it was
going towards my house. It stopped at my house. I told this, my neighbour to look after the children, because I was
going to see what was happening. I saw my husband lying down with a wound in the head and in the stomach. There
was water all over.

ADV SANDI: Why was your husband attacked?

MRS PAPU: He was attacked because he was an ANC member. He was an ANC activist. There was a group who was
against the ANC. They wanted to be the leaders.

ADV SANDI: This group, where did it come from?

MRS PAPU: It was the group from the village that because they wanted to overthrow the executive of the ANC at that
time.

ADV SANDI: Was there anyone arrested concerning this?

MRS PAPU: Yes, five people were arrested. Gumeli was also arrested, but he was acquitted. When he arrived at the
police station he told the police everything that was happening.

ADV SANDI: Who was Gumeli?

MRS PAPU: It was Gumeli Fana. He told the police everything that was happening. He told that Mr Fezile paid them
together with Landezwa to go and kill my husband.

ADV SANDI: When you are talking about Mr Fezile are you talking about Fezile Ndongeni?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: The people you mentioned in your statement, Vuyile Mbane, Fezile Ndongeni and Tselane Nombombo,
did you know these people before this incident?

MRS PAPU: Yes, I knew them, because when our homes were stoned and the cars they were there. Even when we were
going to town they would stop us telling us that we are not allowed to go to town. The windows were broke.

ADV SANDI: The people you mentioned, Gumeli Papu, was he arrested.

MRS PAPU: It was Lichlie Papu and Gumeli Fana.

ADV SANDI: Were they arrested?

MRS PAPU: Yes, they were arrested, but they were released. They gave a statement to the police saying that Landezwa
and the other man paid them to do this.

ADV SANDI: Was there anyone charged?

MRS PAPU: The case is still on, but the witnesses, the magistrates witnesses cannot be found. They ran away since they
were released. I heard that they have been arrested. I heard that Gumeli was arrested, but when we went to court I told



them that he was in Qesi, but at the time of the court case he was not there. I was told that he was released. So there are
no witnesses.

ADV SANDI: Where is this case held?

MRS PAPU: In Alice.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you wanted to say, Mrs Papu, concerning this matter?

MRS PAPU: Before that one woman came together with the police. There were houses which were burnt down. This
woman said that my husband was the one who burnt down these houses. I asked them how my husband could do that,
because his house was stoned on the day before the Good Friday, but the petrol bomb did not work, did not explode.

ADV SANDI: I notice that you have requests in your statement. You mention that you wanted, you want to be assisted
with the education of your children.

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How many children do you have?

MRS PAPU: I have four children.

MRS PAPU: Are they staying with you?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Are they at school?

MRS PAPU: Yes, they are at school. One of them is in Cape Town.

ADV SANDI: How old are they and in which standards are they at school?

MRS PAPU: My first born was born in 1968, the other one 1972, the other one 1981.

ADV SANDI: Is that all, mam, before I hand over to the Chairperson?

MRS PAPU: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Papu for your testimony. I will now hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mam, I heard your story. I only have one question. According to you what
can be done so that there can be peace? Is there a conflict between yourself and this other group?

MRS PAPU: What I want is for them to come forward to tell the truth.

REV XUNDU: You are saying that reconciliation can be built if they can come forward?

MRS PAPU: Yes, if they can come and tell the truth.

REV XUNDU: If they can come forward you will forgive them?

MRS PAPU: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Thank you.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Papu. We have been informed that there is an attorney on behalf of Fezile Ndongeni
who is one of the people you mentioned in your statement, the people you said that, you said that he was one of the
people responsible for this.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: We are going to call the last people to the stage, Mr Rhoji who wants to be with Mrs Rhoji to remind you
here and there? We welcome you Mr Rhoji. What is your wife's name, sir.

MR RHOJI: Nohombile Rhoji.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

VUSANTE STANLEY RHOJI: (sworn states)

NOHOMBILE RHOJI: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Rhoji and Mrs Rhoji, what did you decide on because we have Mr Rhoji's
statement. Is he going to be the one who is going to give testimony?

MR RHOJI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Mr Rhoji, in your statement you are going to tell us about the attacks at your home because your son,
Skanyana who passed away, was taking part in organisations such as ANC and others.

I will hand over to you Mr Rhoji, to tell us your whole story without disturbing you.

MR RHOJI: First of all, in 1992 at about one o'clock, we heard some gunshots at home, we heard a lot of gunshots. We
did not know what to do because the house was shaking at the time.

The gunshots stopped. We were so scared, we did not know what to do, we did not want to go and look at what was
happening. When we woke up in the morning, the house was full of bullet holes, even the furniture was full of bullet
holes.

The police then came, they looked at the damage at my home, others were taking photographs. They found 22 bullet
holes. The windows were all broken. We went to the ANC offices and told them what happened.

They helped us in repairing the windows. After two months we had a knock on the door, I did not open the door. They
went in the back door, they kicked the kitchen door and then they went in. We were in the room, in the bedroom. My
children were in another bedroom, in the dining room.



We heard a noise in the kitchen.

ADV SANDI: Please sit down Mrs Rhoji.

MRS RHOJI: I would like to help my husband because he has forgotten certain things. The second time we heard a car
stopping near my home, at the back of my home.

While we were still listening to that, we heard a door, a back door being kicked. There was a noise, after that a window
was broken. The house was shaking at the time. We kept quiet. We heard that there was a certain sound, we covered
ourselves with blankets at that time.

I took off a blanket over my face, I heard that there was a certain smell in the house. I woke my husband up. While I
was still trying to look at what was happening, I saw that there was a car parked outside. It was facing towards my
home.

We again covered ourselves with blankets. We then heard another noise. The dining room door, we heard three
gunshots, we did not open the door because it was locked.

This person went in the back, in the kitchen door. We heard a knock. They kicked the door and it opened. We found out
that in the morning. We heard that there was someone in the kitchen because it was dark, this person did not see clearly.
We just heard the footsteps.

We could hear that he was placing something on the floor. This person then left the kitchen. We were so scared, we did
not even want to go and look at what was happening. After a while we went through the windows. The children were in
the dining room. We told them to open the window, we took three children together with a girl who was sleeping there.

We took them to one of our family members' house. We were so scared, we did not know what to do. While we were
still trying to sleep, we couldn't sleep. We went back to our home. We found out that everything had been burnt down.

The curtain had been burnt down, everything in the house - it was dark in the house, everything was burnt to ashes.
While I was still looking at that my husband said that someone placed something on the floor, I have forgotten about
that at that time.

He went to the telephone in the clinic, reporting that he heard something being placed on the floor in the kitchen. The
police told us not to go into the house. We stayed outside. The people who were going to work, saw us sitting outside in
the morning.

The windows were all broken - the kitchen windows and there were holes in the kitchen and in the dining room. The
house was shaking, there were cracks all over in the second incident.

I have a girl staying in Zwelitsha, she bought a house. The other girl of mine is also staying in Zwelitsha in a flat.

MR RHOJI: At the time I was going to phone the police, I told them that - they told me not to go inside the house, they
then arrived. They checked everything, after that they told us not to come nearer to the house. They phoned the other
police.

There were things that were placed in the chair, but the police managed - those were bombs and the police managed to
take the bombs out of the house before they exploded.

That is the story.

ADV SANDI: How was your house destroyed, how was it damaged?

MR RHOJI: Everything was destroyed, our TV's, the whole furniture it was destroyed.



ADV SANDI: You then went to stay in Berlin?

MR RHOJI: After all that we have a girl staying here in Zwelitsha. She left a letter, she got a letter and she was told to
go and take us because we were all going to be beaten and assaulted.

My daughter phoned Skanyana in Johannesburg, Skanyana came together with Pilanqomba. They took us there to town.
After that they took us to Hanover, to Mr Ngonyama's home. We stayed there until he passed away. We came back after
his death.

We lost everything, we lost our furniture and our clothes. We would like to be helped.

ADV SANDI: Did you manage to rebuild the house Mr Rhoji?

MR RHOJI: We built another house, we are trying to repay the damage.

ADV SANDI: In your statement Mr Rhoji, you requested the Commission to investigate these incidents and to try and
assist you with the necessary things that you need.

MR RHOJI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Is that all your requests Mr Rhoji concerning this matter?

MR RHOJI: Yes, that is all sir. We would like to be helped and we would like to know the perpetrators so that we can
be satisfied, because we don't know who did this to us.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Rhoji do you have something to add, to conclude your requests?

MRS RHOJI: Yes, I do. My conclusion is the same as my husband's. We have peace in our hearts, but we don't know
who the perpetrators are. If we can know them, we can be able to forgive them.

Secondly, we lost everything. Our children moved to Zwelitsha. Our cattle, they stole our cattle, some of the cattle were
stabbed, but we have peace in our hearts.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ma'am.

MRS RHOJI: I am finished sir.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Rhoji. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mr and Mrs Rhoji, thank you. Your story we know your home and we know the Rhoji family and we
know your son, Skanyana who died. He was a hero.

Because you gave birth to a hero, your life was destroyed. We thank you for coming forward with your story. We
forward your request when we are giving the President the report that you be compensated with something.

It is not upon our hands. If it was, we would try and do something today because there are no doubts that these things
happened because of Skanyana who was well-known in this region.

Thank you, you may go back to your seats. We will forward your requests to the President of this country.

We will adjourn and we will come back tomorrow at nine o'clock. Thank you.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS

-------------------------------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 12 MAY 1997

NAME: BUYISILE SAMUEL SANGOTSHA MAKI ZOKOZA

MNCEDI MAGUGA

SIMON NDINDI FUNDA

CASE: EC0360/96SBR - KING WILLIAM'S TOWN

EC0355/96CCK - KING WILLIAM'S TOWN

EC0017/96SBR - KING WILLIAM'S TOWN

EC0156/96KWT - KING WILLIAM'S TOWN

DAY: 1

______________________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON: We will now call Buyisile Samuel Sangotsha, Maki Zokoza, Mncedi Maguga, Simon Ndindi Funda
and Thembeka Cecilia Ntliziyombi. Is she here? No. We welcome you and we will ask Reverend Xundu to help you
take an oath.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I will start with you Buyisile Samuel Sangotsha. Please stand up.

BUYISILE SAMUEL SANGOTSHA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MAKI ZOKOZA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MNCEDI MAGUGA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

SIMON NDINDI FUNDA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, the have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Sangotsha, I will start with you. I would like you to tell us, shortly, about
what happened in your family, especially on the second of April 1993. We found out that you also lost your son
Mxolisi. Is that correct?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, that is correct.



MS MAYA: How old was Mxolisi at the time?

MR SANGOTSHA: Mxolisi was 47 years old.

MS MAYA: Please come nearer to the mike. Please tell us, shortly, briefly, what happened.

MR SANGOTSHA: The first incident when it happened I was in hospital in Gida. I broke my leg, I fell from a motor
cycle. When I was discharged from the hospital, it was on Friday when I was discharged from Gida Hospital. I then
arrived in King William's Town. When I was about to take a taxi home in the taxi rank I heard people saying that where
are you going, because your house was burnt down. I did not understand this. I went to the taxi. The taxi man told me
that they are not going to the Bhele township, because peoples' houses are being burnt down and your house, Sangotsha,
was also burnt down. The taxi driver told me. I said to this man, you see that I am injured, you can just take me to the
village. He then agreed. He took me nearer to the location, he did not go in the township.

When I was about to reach my home one of my neighbours approached me. At that time it was about to rain. One of my
neighbours took me to his house telling me that my house had been burnt down. I asked when. He said on Wednesday
that same week. I asked who burnt my house. He then said that he saw Ntsotho's boy by the name of ...

MS MAYA: Is he Msikeleli?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, Msikeleli together with Zilindile Ndzuzo, Koleli Pokothi and others. They took a paraffin
from Mr Zokoza's house to burn down our houses.

MS MAYA: Sir, the people who you just mentioned, who are they?

MR SANGOTSHA: They are people from our village.

MS MAYA: Why did they burn down your house?

MR SANGOTSHA: I still want a reason why they burnt my house. I do not know.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any political organisation?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, I am an ANC member.

MS MAYA: Did you have any position in the ANC?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, I am the Chairperson of the ANC.

MS MAYA: Do you think that the burning down of your house has got any connection with you being a member of the
ANC?

MR SANGOTSHA: I can say so, because the people who burnt down my house they were always calling the police
when we have meetings. The police would come and tell us not to have meetings in the township.

MS MAYA: Were these people members of any organisation?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, because at that time the headman were abolished in the township. They then joined ADM, but
after Gqozo they joined PAC.

MS MAYA: Please continue.

MR SANGOTSHA: The damage at home, because my house was a five-roomed house, it was fully furnished. It had
bedroom suites, dining room suites and lounge suites. There was also another room which had a bedroom suite where
my children were sleeping. Everything was destroyed.



MS MAYA: Where was your family at the time of this incident?

MR SANGOTSHA: My family was not there, because everybody was at work.

MS MAYA: Nobody was injured?

MR SANGOTSHA: No, nobody was injured.

MS MAYA: When was Mxolisi killed?

MR SANGOTSHA: Mxolisi heard about this when he was in East London at work. When he heard that his home was
burnt down he went there, it was on Saturday, to examine the extent of the damages. On Sunday he was going to visit a
friend at night. He came to me at night on the Sunday, as he arrived on Saturday examining the damage to the house. On
Sunday he was coming back from his friend. It was at about 11 at night, if I am not mistaken. He then said that Ord
Zokoza and Wede Simon were pointing guns at him trying to shoot him. He managed to escape, because his friend had a
girlfriend in the house. This girlfriend cried, they then went out to the next door house. This house was a shebeen. His
friend then went out to the shebeen to look at them. They were drinking. He came back to the house. He told him to run
away, because these people were drinking next door. He managed to go back home. We then spent the night in my
neighbour's house.

In the morning, it was on a Monday, he said that he was going back to work. He said that he will buy clothes and
blankets for me in East London. He went, he left trying to catch an eight o' clock bus. I was to take a taxi to Bisho for a
check-up that same Monday. When I was in the taxi rank I heard that there was a noise on the other side. I asked what
was happening. The people said that there were people fighting. I took a taxi. When I arrived in town one young man
said that it was Mxolisi. He was being attacked by young men from Bhele location. I asked whether he was still alive or
not. They said that he was dead. He was covered by a blanket. I went to Bisho, because when I heard this I was in town.

When I came back I heard that Mxolisi was taken by the police to the mortuary. I asked what happened. I was told that
when he was going to the bus stop he was attacked by Msikeleli Ntsotho together with Luzitie and Zuzo and Koleli
Pokothi and Mankeya Mzimkuli Gilenzoto, they shot him.

MS MAYA: Are these people the same people who burnt down your house?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, he ran to Sifakie's house. Fikiswa then took him outside. They arrived and they shot him.
They dragged him to the street. Msikeleli then saw that he was still alive. He came back and he shot him dead.

MS MAYA: Was Mxolisi an ANC member?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes.

MS MAYA: After he was killed were these people arrested?

MR SANGOTSHA: No, they were not arrested.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case?

MR SANGOTSHA: No, there was no court case.

MS MAYA: Up until today?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you report this incident to the police?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, we reported this to the police.



MS MAYA: Which police station?

MR SANGOTSHA: Tamacha Police Station

MS MAYA: But nothing happened?

MR SANGOTSHA: No, nothing happened. I would go to the police station and ask them what was happening. They
would tell me that I must come back, but nothing was happening. We then went to the detectives in Zwelitsha. They
said that they will investigate, but up until today there was no court case.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any attorneys for help?

MR SANGOTSHA: No.

MS MAYA: You received a settlement amount from the Government?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: But you said that the money was not enough, because you did not manage to buy the furniture?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, that is so.

MS MAYA: What is your request then to the Commission?

MR SANGOTSHA: The request I have to the Commission is that I would like to be helped, because I lost my property.
Secondly, Mxolisi has got a wife and children. I would like the Commission to educate Mxolisi's children.

MS MAYA: How many are there?

MR SANGOTSHA: Two, there are two.

MS MAYA: How old are they, do you know?

MR SANGOTSHA: I am not sure, but their mother is here. She can tell you their ages.

MS MAYA: We would like you to bring their mother to the investigators so that we can get that information. Is that all
you wanted to say?

MR SANGOTSHA: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir. I will request that I handle all the witnesses and then I will hand over to the Chairperson.
Your house was destroyed, your cars and this all happened because you were a member of the ANC and SANCO, 18th
October 1992. Is that so?

MR MAGUGA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Please come closer to the mike and tell us briefly as to what happened.

MR MAGUGA: It was in 1990 when the ANC was unbanned. As the residents of Ndakana we organised that the
African National Congress rise up. There was a Resident Association, SANCO. We, as the SANCO members, tried to
mobilise the ANC branches around the area. We succeeded in raising these structures of the ANC in our area. We were
confident that we were progressive. We were fighting for liberation. We, our desire was that we have a contribution to
the struggle for liberation in this country.

In 1992 there was a march from town to Bisho. We managed to escape the shootings at Bisho. When I got home I
realised that it was not well. Nothing happened that day however. I think the Wednesday passed on peacefully. On the



Thursday, two am, I was not staying at home at the time, because of the oppressive ways of the Xhosa regime. They
would come at any time intimidating us looking for ANC members. I left home, I could not sleep at home. I was seldom
home. I would have to lock the door so that people thought that I was not there even if I was sleeping inside. The police
would come. At the time we did not have meetings anymore as leaders. If we held a meeting the police would come and
disrupt. They wanted leaders, especially, of the meetings. If I had come out I would be harassed. I could see that the
police had a lot of anger and bitterness, because we were members of the ANC and we were active.

MS MAYA: Excuse me Mr Maguga. Could you just move a bit backwards. Thank you.

MR MAGUGA: And that kind of life, Mr Chairperson, one unfortunate day the police came and found me at home.
They took me into a Ford Sierra. On the way it was clear to me as they spoke that my life was at risk if I had to continue
with the activities of the African National Congress and SANCO. Got to Zwelitsha to the headquarters of the Security
Branch. Got there at about seven in the morning. A short while after I had arrived the police came, I think some were
from Mtanzane, they started swearing at me. The one started to, wanted to slap me. They were asking what I was doing
in the village. Why is it that Ndakana I was causing chaos for the brigadier, what do I care about the ANC. I said that
my heart was with the oppressed black man of South Africa. I was not thinking about myself, but to see our people
being oppressed by the Government of the day. Also, I said to them the Gqozo regime was part of the master plan of the
South African Government at the time.

There were a lot of questions, Mr Chairperson. Some I could not answer, but eventually I was released. I was given
conditions that as they released me at five o' clock in the late afternoon I was told that I must not, no longer be active as
an ANC member in the village. I went home. I could not keep quiet, I could not just sit and do nothing. I had to continue
with my struggle with the ANC. On the tenth, after the Bisho march and massacre, as I was coming from Stutterheim, I
had been driving in a bakkie that a friend of mine had lent to me. I drove back in that bakkie at about six am from
Stutterheim. The youth, three youths came towards me. They warned me that I must not be shocked, my entire house
had been burnt down, but there were two rooms still standing. They said that my kombi had been burnt. The other, the
windows had been broken down. Lastly, the house of your friend was, there was also attempt to burn down her house.

I went home and it was as they said. Everything inside the house was burnt, my cars were burnt. As I tried to investigate
the matter in the village, I asked the residents if they did not see who it is that burnt down my house. I asked if they
could not stop the fire. They said that they were too scared to come and put the fire out as they were scared to be shot by
the perpetrators.

MS MAYA: Did you find out who is that burnt down your house?

MR MAGUGA: No, I did not find out even though I went to report this matter to the police. What shocked me about the
police is that they asked me, they asked which organisation I belonged to. They said before they take a statement it was
imperative that they know which organisation I belonged to. I told them that they knew. They said that I am a member
of the ANC. We were just asking to confirm.

MS MAYA: What police are these?

MR MAGUGA: These are the Frankfurt police.

MS MAYA: Did they take a statement?

MR MAGUGA: They tried to take a statement, because they wrote down all the details.

MS MAYA: Did they do anything about the matter?

MR MAGUGA: They did not do anything about it. They just said they are going to see the house of an ANC member
that was burnt down.

MS MAYA: Were you able to stay in your house after that?



MR MAGUGA: No, I was unable to do so, because there were curses from the Sandile home, Mpondo Sandile
especially.

MS MAYA: Are you talking about the headman? What did this have to do, what did the headman have anything to do
with this incident?

MR MAGUGA: When our meetings were disrupted the police would say that they had been called by this family, the
Sandile family, the headman, because, apparently, we had called meetings that had nothing to do with the Government
of the day. The soldiers were patrolling at that time, were based at the headman's home. There was a house that had a
double storey. The soldiers stayed upstairs. There were a lot of soldiers that stayed there. I cannot, I could not even
count them. We thought that that could be their base. There is another reason why I could not stay at home. Before my
house was burnt down I slept under my truck, because I was hiding away from the police. About eight men came to my
home. The one passed next to me. They had tracksuits on that I thought were tracksuits that belonged to the Ciskeian
police. They tried to kick down my house, the door into my house. I think that they got information that I would sleep at
home at times even though there would be a padlock outside the door.

The Ciskeian soldiers, the Ciskeian police, the police force, the so-called police force, these people were the reasons
why I could not stay at home, because they would come searching for me. They would shoot at people at night in the
village. Nobody was happy. Nobody could live peacefully.

MS MAYA: Mr Maguga, you said that these soldiers stayed at the headman's house, Sandile. Did they stay there or
would they be there now and again? Would they be based there now and again?

MR MAGUGA: It is the police that would go there now and again. After my house had been burnt down they actually
stayed there. The soldiers were staying there even the so-called Peace Force. They would be coming from there when
they would go to the village. MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Maguga. After your house was attacked and burnt down, you
then went into exile.

MR MAGUGA: Before I did that I must tell you about what hurts me the most. Before I went into exile my friend
Nonkilesile Bovane, she asked if we could meet in Stutterheim. She assured me and said that I could leave with her car.
Well, I said to her that I would go to Port Elizabeth to talk with my family and tell them what was happening. She then
gave me permission to use her car to go to Port Elizabeth. I then said that it was not wise for me to use this car, because
people already knew it, especially the Government. She then begged me to use it. I said, yes, but I knew I was not going
to use it. I got to Port Elizabeth. I was there just for the weekend. On the Monday I heard that there is a lady that had
been shot in Ndakana. I did not know who it was. I thought that I should quickly go back. Fortunately, there is a youth
that I had taken to BPC churches, because the Sandile people would beat this, these youths up. They would beat them up
and put them in bath tubs.

Sandile was sent by Brigadier Gqozo. I met this youth in town ... they advised me not to go back home, because
Mpondo Sandile has been cursing.

MS MAYA: Who is it that was shot?

MR MAGUGA: It, it was my friend.

MS MAYA: Are you talking about the lady, the Bovane lady?

MR MAGUGA: Yes. These are some of the things that really hurt me, because this was the person who was going to
help me through life. This is one of my major grief. There were rumours that before she was shot she had been asked
where Mncedi was.

MS MAYA: Is this the time you went into exile?

MR MAGUGA: Yes, Mr Chairperson, I could not go back. I could not even go to the funeral.



MS MAYA: So you went back home in 1995 when the villagers went and fetched you?

MR MAGUGA: Yes, they said that as I had a contribution in the struggle for liberation, now that the country was
liberated I could go back home.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case in Frankfurt?

MR MAGUGA: No, until today I still do not know who burnt my house down.

MS MAYA: What requests do you have to the Commission, Mr Maguga?

MR MAGUGA: Even though the father of the deceased came to the Truth Commission I would like to know who it is
that shot her and why she was shot. I personally would like to know, as well, why it is that my house was burnt down.
Who is it that burnt down my taxis. I also request the Truth Commission and the Government to give me some form of
compensation even if it is one taxi, because after all this I realised that my health had deteriorated. I cannot work. Even
if you look at me, Mr Chairperson, you will realise that I cannot be employed.

MS MAYA: What do you want to see happening to the perpetrators?

MR MAGUGA: I thank, I am grateful that the Truth Commission is operating. It is this Commission that will heal our
wounds especially the people that have been hurt. The Truth Commission, Mr Chairperson, I request that the
perpetrators come forward. People must not be scared to come forward and tell the truth. People must not be deceptive.
Just because people were not arrested at the time of the incident does not mean that they cannot come forward to the
Truth Commission and divulge the truth. I would like the Sandile family to come forward as well, because they kept the
perpetrators in their home. I think peoples' hearts are not totally healed in our village. This could lead to violence,
because people are bottling up wounds that have been unattended. I want to know who killed my friend and why. I want
to know why my house was burnt down and why.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Maguga. Mr Zokoza please. Mr Maki Zokoza, your story is also concerning the ADM as
you were also a member of ANC, SANCO alliance in Bhele.

I would like you, briefly, to tell us about what happened to you especially on the first of June 1992.

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Firstly, I would like to greet you as we are here today, to the Commission. I
would like to start in 1990 and tell you about the story, the Bhele story, in Cikizini. On the day when Brigadier Gqozo
said that he did not want the chiefs and the headmen. As the people from the Bhele we said that we wanted people to be
elected as Chairpersons. We then elected these people. We elected Mr Tamsane Selman. I was the Treasurer, at the time,
of SANCO which was the Resident's Association there.

One particular day it was felt that in 1992 the Chairperson has to be changed, Mr Selman, a new executive committee
was elected. I was then elected as the Chairperson. I think it was on the 13th of June, if I am not mistaken. While we
were in a meeting, as the Committee, trying to discuss what we are going to do as the newly elected people, the police
came from Tamacha. They asked us why are we there. We then told them that we are the executive committee of the
Resident's Association. One police said to me, Mr Zokoza, this organisation was banned. He said that the organisation I
am leading was banned. I asked him where. He said in Bisho in July. He did not give me an exact date. I said that I did
not know what you are talking about, it is the first time I heard about this.

MS MAYA: Was this happening after the organisations were unbanned?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes.

MS MAYA: This police said that they were again banned?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes. I said to him this we did not hear as the residents of the Bhele. It was the first time we heard about
this, that the Resident's Association was banned. This police said that on a Monday we were to appear in Tamacha



Police Station. Briefly, it was five of us. We went to the police station, two woman and three men. When we arrived
there, there were men from Bhele who were already there. The Station Commander, who was Mr Solilo, said that we are
trying to rule Bhele township. He said that there was a headman in that township, we have to obey his rules. He said that
we were no longer allowed to have meetings. We told him that this surprises us, because you are telling us about a
headman in the police station. You are a police and we were not aware that the headman was elected by the police, but
as we are the community, the residents from the Bhele, we are not aware of this. This man said that we were no longer
allowed to have meetings in Bhele.

We said that we were not going to argue with you, but we have a question to you, that as I am a member of SANCO, I
am also a member of ANC, because, according to my knowledge, the ANC formed SANCO. We then requested, we
then asked whether we can have ANC meetings, but we are not going to follow the headman. This man said that you
can have ANC meetings in Bhele. We thanked him for allowing us to have ANC meetings, but we were not aware that
SANCO was banned, but we will ask to our leaders.

MS MAYA: Mr Zokoza, when were you taken to the headman by the Ciskei Defence Force members?

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you, Mam. It was in 1992, if I am not mistaken. On this day, it was in the evening, I was
sleeping. I heard a stone in the door. I told, I said to my wife there was something in my door. I went out, I saw boys,
but I could not see them clearly. They ran away. In the morning we found out that there are three or four houses whose
windows were stoned. We were confused at that time. We sent a person to the police station to requesting, to request
help so that the police can send patrols in the area for evenings. We gave Ndetayou money to go to Tamacha to the
police station. The police did not respond, but they took the letter.

Mr Chairperson, at night when I was sleeping, I think it was about ten or 11, someone was knocking on the door. He
said that I am Ndetayou, please open the door. He said that I was together with the people from the Government. My
wife went to the door, she opened the door. One soldier came with a gun. He told me to wake up and put on my clothes.
I asked where are you taking me? He said put on your clothes. After that I put on an overall. I knew that they were going
to kill me. I did not want to have a hat on. I just took a scarf and this soldier told me to stop. I told him that it was cold
outside. When I went out there was one soldier outside with a gun. There was one bakkie, but I do not know the name of
the bakkie. There were people there in that bakkie. Mbulelo Holana was inside. This bakkie then turned upwards. It
stopped in Telele's house, the one who was appointed to be a headman. There were many people in that house.

MS MAYA: Who were these people in the house?

MR ZOKOZA: It was the ADM members.

MS MAYA: What happened to you when you got to the headman's place?

MR ZOKOZA: When we arrived at the headman's place there was a man who said that you are tagged and killed our
cattle and, Mr Zokoza, you also took money which I was supposed to be given by the residents.

MS MAYA: Which money is this?

MR ZOKOZA: I will come to that issue, Mr Chairperson. I said that this surprises me, because it is at night and I said
that I am going to repeat this, because I could see that there was something happening there. This report which they
wanted me to do at night was that, as the Resident's Association, there is a school in our township. It was damaged, but
we said we, as the Resident's Association, said that this was dangerous to the people, because the people were injured
due to this. We then decided to pay R2,00 and to try and to repair the damages in your school.

MS MAYA: We do have your story in front of us, but I would like you to emphasise on the burning down of your house
and your ill-treatment.

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you Mam. Briefly, the soldiers said that we are going to be taken. There was a message that these
people are to be taken and killed in Transkei. We were then taken by this bakkie by the soldiers. They were beating us
all the time. They were ill-treating us. They would use a nut which was tied to rope.



MS MAYA: How many were you?

MR ZOKOZA: We were seven. It was myself, Ndetayou, Mbulelo Holana, David Sodwya, Mulelami Tutela, Msondile
Kunelise.

MS MAYA: These people who were assaulting you, did you know who they were?

MR ZOKOZA: I am not going to lie, Mr Chairperson. I do not know who the people were, I do not even have a picture
of them today.

MS MAYA: What happened after that?

MR ZOKOZA: They were assaulting us, they beat us until the morning. They took us to Bisho.

MS MAYA: What happened there?

MR ZOKOZA: We were asked what we were doing at Bhele. We said that we are just members of the African National
Congress.

MS MAYA: Even there do you know any people?

MR ZOKOZA: No, we did not recognise any people. Our eyes were full of blood at that time. We were all swollen up.

MS MAYA: Did you go to a doctor to get a letter or a paper saying that you got injured?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes, I went to, we went to a doctor at Grey Hospital.

MS MAYA: Do you still have these papers?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes, I do.

MS MAYA: Did you go to report to the police?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes, we went to the police to report this and we opened a docket.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to take a break for 15 minutes and we will come back at ten to 12. I will come back to
you, Sir. We will ...

MS MAYA: Mr Zokoza, your house was destroyed at this time?

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I have mentioned that there are people who were with me while we were
being beaten up. I have forgotten someone. He was Zama Siphaykie, Zama Siphaykie. Let me now answer your
question. It was on the second of April. As a leader, as a Chairperson of SANCO, the residents asked me to go to
Zwelitsha together with certain people so that they can get pension from the Government. It was on a Friday. I took two
people with me. When I arrived in Zwelitsha we were rejected, because it was said that as a Chairperson I have no right
to take people to get a pension. A headman had the right to take these people so that they can get a pension. They said
that I was taking headman’s place. I then apologised, but I said that, according to my view, the Bhele people elected me
to go there to ask pension for these people, but I said that I will go back to the people and report this matter.

We came back from Zwelitsha. When we were in town at the taxi rank, in the bus rank, one young man from Bhele
township, Mr Vumani, I have forgotten his name, he said to me your house had been burnt down. I did not believe this. I
could have died due to shock that day. As a man I was strong. I knew God planned this, because he gave me strength not
to fall down, to be strong. We, myself and Selmane decided to go and meet this SANCO in the sub-region. We told
them that our houses were burnt down. The sub-region then phoned the Red Cross. They said that these people will
come and take us there.



MS MAYA: Who burnt down your house?

MR ZOKOZA: At that time I was, I did not know, I was in town. We decided to go and see what happened. We could
not wait for the Red Cross to come. Mr Chairperson, I took a taxi home. When I arrived at home my house was in
flames. I did not ask anybody. I went to the top, got water and I tried to put the water off. I heard that the fire brigade
was there, but they could not help. My second child's furniture was in that house. Everything was in ashes. I was left
with what I had on my body. There was no blankets, there was nothing.

MS MAYA: Did you hear who burnt the house or what happened?

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. My wife was at home at the time. I asked her what happened, who did this?
She said that she was outside, it was during the day. She was, I have a child at home who is an albino. My wife was
busy washing this child's clothes. She said that she saw a bakkie and Msikeleli Ntsodo, Lundi Ndzuzo, Lukhanyo
Simakade and Thozamile Hoga were in that bakkie. They had weapons with them. After that I did not have a place to
stay. There was a room outside. I tried to go to the police, Mr Chairperson, to report this matter. I gave them my
statement. They told me to wait. I waited.

I got a summon that I should appear in court in Zwelitsha. I went there. When I arrived in court people were called.
There were two people. My wife did not mention them that they were there when my house was burnt down. I went to
the man who was calling these people. I said to this man, these two men, were they involved in this incident? He said
yes. I said my wife did not mention these two people. I found out that there were other people who were there, not the
ones who burnt down my house. He told me not to say anything to these people. I have to ask the prosecutor or the
interpreter, because there are two people who were not present when my house was burnt down. I talked with, to the
interpreter telling him that there are these two people who were not there. I said Lundi and Lukhanyo were supposed to
be there. It was only Msikeleli and Thozamile who were there. There was one lady from Lengele Ntsodo who were
there. I said that I am not going to say anything to these people, because they were not there.

MS MAYA: Did the case continue, Sir?

MR ZOKOZA: Mr Chairperson, we appeared in court two times. After that nobody told me or gave me a date to appear
in court again. That was all, up until today.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sir. Did you receive money from the Government?

MR ZOKOZA: Yes, I did. If I can go back. There is a white man in Bisho who said that I must not touch anything in my
house while it was, at the time it was burnt down. He said that I will be given money to build my house, but no money
for furniture. I then said that I do not have money to buy furniture, because my furniture was destroyed. This white man
said that he will only give me money to build the house. I went to the sub-region of ANC to tell them about this matter.
They then took the matter in their, into their hands. I do not know how they did it, but I managed to build the house and
to put a roof in my house, but I did not manage to buy furniture in the house, because it was destroyed. Lastly, Mr
Chairperson, I was staying in Sikalinie village. I had horses and I would go back home every morning so that I can
attend ANC and SANCO meetings at Bhele location. Because I was working with horses, one of my horses was dead
and it died. That is all.

MS MAYA: Do you have any requests to the Commission, Sir?

MR ZOKOZA: Mam, I said that I am a person who is working for myself, but now I cannot. My left side is not well. I
cannot work for myself, the children are working for me. My fingers, especially this side, the man next to me can see,
the soldiers tramped on my right fist with their feet, but I managed to survive. I felt pain, I did not die, fortunately,
because, but I feel pain in my body because of these injuries. I cannot use my fingers. They were injured on that day.

MS MAYA: What are your requests then, Sir?

MR ZOKOZA: I would like the present Government to help me with my furniture and with my health.



MS MAYA: Thank you Sir.

MR ZOKOZA: Thank you Mam.

MS MAYA: Mr Simon Ndindi Funda. Could you tell us briefly, Sir, about your story.

MR FUNDA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. It was the 17th of October 1992, 17th of October 1992. It was at about 12,
midnight. I was at home. I heard my dogs barking and I realised that they must be seeing something. I got up, went out,
they ran towards the road. When my dogs saw me they came towards me. I went back inside the house, but two or three
minutes later, after I had got into my bed, there was a bang on my window and then an explosion. The explosion caused
me to fall on the floor.

MS MAYA: Was your house burnt down?

MR FUNDA: There was just smoke.

MS MAYA: Nobody was injured?

MR FUNDA: No.

MS MAYA: What was the explosion about?

MR FUNDA: The next morning we saw a bomb next to the house that had unsuccessfully exploded. Soldiers came in
the morning, the soldiers came and picked up these grenades. Our houses were, our windows were damaged and also
my furniture was damaged. We tried to buy more furniture and to fix our house.

MS MAYA: Where did you stay at that time? What was the name of the village?

MR FUNDA: Bonke.

MS MAYA: Were there other incidents in this village similar to yours?

MR FUNDA: A house was burnt down. We never found out who was involved.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any organisation at the time?

MR FUNDA: I was the Chairperson of SANCO and Vice-Chairperson of the ANC.

MS MAYA: Were there other political organisations in the village that you were in conflict with?

MR FUNDA: There was the ADM. Even though we never saw their members, as such, we tried to organise meetings. It
was just a few people that were members.

MS MAYA: Was there ever outright conflict between you and the members of the ADM?

MR FUNDA: One soldier called me. He accosted me saying that he is Brigadier Gqozo’s bodyguard. Brigadier Gqozo
apparently said that I was working together with Mrs Mantoyi whose ex-husband was a headman. This gentleman said
that Brigadier Gqozo was happy that I was working with this lady. I tried to question, because I did not understand, but
he got angry and I just left him. The whole village came to my house after there had been the explosion. He came,
alighted from a car and went around the house to my next door neighbours. We were looking at him. He then went to,
walked to another house. He sent a boy saying that he is able to stop the bomb that had not exploded, but the people
verbally harassed the boy that was sent.

MS MAYA: Do you know who threw the bombs at your place?

MR FUNDA: No, to this day I do not know, except that the soldiers came in the morning. I suspect that they know



about this.

MS MAYA: Exactly when did they go to your house?

MR FUNDA: They came on the day, the next day after my house had exploded, the next morning. The one had a video
camera, his name was Qishane. I do not know who called them, because we had not reported this. Qishane was an
Intelligence Officer.

MS MAYA: Did you get any compensation from the Government?

MR FUNDA: No.

MS MAYA: Did you report this to the police?

MR FUNDA: Yes, it is the police that came and put out the bomb.

MS MAYA: Did they take a statement and investigate the matter?

MR FUNDA: A statement was taken. Geyena was handling my case.

MS MAYA: What police are these?

MR FUNDA: The Zwelitsha police.

MS MAYA: What happened to this case?

MR FUNDA: They said that the case had been withdrawn because there was not enough evidence. I gave evidence
about the soldier that I had reported. They said that they had called the soldier and he denied everything.

MS MAYA: What is the name of the soldier?

MR FUNDA: Soni Matayi.

MS MAYA: Did he stay there in Zwelitsha? Is he still there?

MR FUNDA: Yes, he is still there.

MS MAYA: Is he still a soldier?

MR FUNDA: Yes, he is still a soldier.

MS MAYA: What requests do you have before the Commission?

MR FUNDA: I request that the Commission calls Soni so that I can ask myself what happened. Secondly, if the
Commission could build my house because I am unable to.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand you over to the Chairperson. The other members of the panel may ask you more
questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. I am going to ask Mr Maguga a question, if he could come closer to the mike.
Mr Maguga, you mentioned two names whilst you were talking. Mpondo Sandile and Chief Sandile. Is it the same
person?

MR MAGUGA: First of all, Mr Chairman, there is Makobo Macoleza who is the Chief of Magagale. He had a house in



the village. The second person is his younger brother who stays with Ms Nolizwe. He was a soldier under the Gqozo
regime, Mpondo Sandile.

ADV SANDI: You were saying that there was conflict between the residents of the village and the Sandile household.
Were you talking specifically about Mpondo Sandile or about both Mpondo and Chief Sandile?

MR MAGUGA: The problems and chaos that led to us being before the Truth Commission today is Mpondo who was
taken by Brigadier Gqozo to be, to our village. It is Mpondo Sandile that I am about here today.

ADV SANDI: Therefore Chief Sandile is not involved in this incident as such?

MR MAGUGA: Chief Sandile had no say in the battles of the village. I just want to clarify that at the time we started
having rallies and marches at the Victoria ground he would be called as the Chief of the Magagabes. He would not
come, because he did not

want to go against the Government of the day. Therefore he had no contribution to his brothers oppressive ways.
However, Mr Chairperson, we had no problems with Chief Sandile as such. It is his brother that we had a problem with.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Maguga. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Maguga, you mentioned a Peace Force when you gave your evidence. What contribution did the
Peace Force have to the community?

MR MAGUGA: When we tried to investigate what the Peace Force was about and its origins we discovered that the
Peace Force was comprised of youth members of our community that had been called where jobs had been advertised.
Youngsters that stayed in farms in the area went and joined. They were told that they would employed, they would be
trained, they would protect people, shops and shop-keepers. They would be more or less like watchmen, but this concept
of the Peace Force got twisted along the way. It was used to protect people who worked for Gqozo especially members
of the ADM. However, Mr Chairperson, people were deployed to Ndakana to work there as members of this Peace
Force and people from Ndakana were taken to other areas.

CHAIRPERSON: We got evidence from one of the hearings in the Commission that aligned the Peace Force with Chief
Sandile. According to your knowledge, is the Peace Force aligned with Chief Sandile?

MR MAGUGA: Yes, I did mention that the base of the Peace Force was at Sandile’s place. I think that, Mr Chairperson,
that as we did not see who controlled the Peace Force we realised later that it is Mpondo Sandile who actually was the
leader of the Peace Force.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore the base of the Peace Force was at Mpondo Sandile’s place? Therefore it was not Chief, at
the Chief’s place?

MR MAGUGA: No, it was under Nolizwe’s son who was taken by Brigadier Gqozo and employed by him in the village
to help the ADM. Was the Peace Force trained by Mpondo Sandile or was it trained already when it got there?

MR MAGUGA: The Peace Force was already trained. They would come with their guns.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sangotsha, Zokoza, Maguga and Mr Funda, we thank you for the evidence that you brought
before the Commission. You are reminding us of a time that was very painful in the Ciskei. Again you are reminding us
the price people had to pay for liberation in this country. We thank you for the evidence that you put before us. As for
your requests, we are going to document these requests and take them before the Government. We are thankful that
amongst you there are people who played a major role in the liberation of this country. Thank you. You may step down.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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SANELE WELLINGTON SINAM: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Let me lead him, Mr Chairperson. Briefly, sir, please tell us your story.

MR SINAM: On the tenth of August 1992 I was due to be on duty at quarter to ten.

REV XUNDU: Were you a police?

MR SINAM: Yes, I was a policeman. At about half past 11 I received a phone call from a woman. She asked a man who
was also a police. I then told this woman to phone Middeldrift Prison, because I do not know where this man was. At
about quarter to 12 pm I received another phone call that I must go and call Mr Yawa. His girlfriend was the one who
was phoning. I told this lady that I cannot leave the charge office.

REV XUNDU: Were you alone at the time?

MR SINAM: Yes, I was alone on duty. She then asked me to go and call him. I then asked for her phone numbers. She
said that it was 91. When I came back I found out that this person was not alone. I told her that Yawa said that he cannot
come to the phone, but at about 12pm as I was inside the charge office a white City Golf stopped in front of the police
station. Three men entered the charge office and they knocked. I said they must come in. One of them had a balaclava
on and pointed me with the gun. The two of them told me to close my eyes and lay down. I did what they wanted me to
do. They then tied me, they hand-cuffed me in my hands and my legs. At the time my eyes were closed, I could not do
anything.

They asked for the safe keys. I told them that they were in my pocket. One of them took the keys out. He opened the
safe. While they were doing that one of them came to me and told me to open my eyes. I then opened my eyes. He told
me to close my eyes again after telling me that they were going to burn down my home.

REV XUNDU: What happened, what did these people do to you after all this? The opened a safe.

MR SINAM: Yes, they opened a safe.

REV XUNDU: They took what was in the safe?

MR SINAM: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What was in the safe?

MR SINAM: They took six rifles from the safe. They also took my gun.



REV XUNDU: Do you know these people?

MR SINAM: No, I do not know them.

REV XUNDU: What about Yawa? Did he know the girl who phoned him?

MR SINAM: I think so, because he answered by saying that he does not have time to go and answer the phone.

REV XUNDU: Did you make a statement to report about this?

MR SINAM: Yes, I made a statement to the police. I made a statement in 1993.

REV XUNDU: When did this happen?

MR SINAM: It happened in 1992.

REV XUNDU: Did you make a statement at that time?

MR SINAM: What I did at that time is that I untied myself in my legs and in my hands. I woke the Station Commander
telling him that the guns and the rifles have been stolen.

REV XUNDU: Do you have an occurrence book?

MR SINAM: I could not write at that time.

REV XUNDU: These people had already left. You had to write a report. where did you write a report about what
happened?

MR SINAM: I did not write a report about what happened.

REV XUNDU: Even in your occurrence book you did not write what happened?

MR SINAM: No.

REV XUNDU: What happened when you were confronted by the Ciskeian Police?

MR SINAM: The Station Commander reported this in Bisho. The security from Alice, the security branch from Alice
arrived. One of them, Malo, untied me. They took me to the office of the branch commander. They asked me where the
guns were. They said that these people were my friends. They were beating me and they said that they were not afraid or
scared of the people who took these guns. I must tell them who the people were, because they said that they were my
friends. I then fainted after they had been beating me up. When I woke up I could see that I was bleeding through my
ears and my mouth. I was also injured in my legs and my hands, because they made me to do push-ups.

There was one police left there and I saw that it was Captain Sihluku. While I was trying to wipe the blood in my mouth
he told me to stop. He went out to the charge office to take the investigator, Mr Mhambi. They took me to their office,
the offices of the investigators. He took me back so that I can be tortured. They did not stop there. They were assaulting
me. I was, they covered me with a jersey. I did not know or see who they were. I told them that I just want to breathe.
They must give me a chance. They then took off this jersey over my face. I could see that these are the same people who
were assaulting me.

REV XUNDU: After all this did you, were you, was there, were you charged of anything?

MR SINAM: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Did you appear in front of the magistrate?



MR SINAM: Yes, it was on the 13th of September 1992. I did not know what I was charged of.

REV XUNDU: Did you get a lawyer?

MR SINAM: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Who was your lawyer?

MR SINAM: It was Graham Dorrington.

REV XUNDU: What did your legal representative say?

MR SINAM: I was released and I had to report to the police station on Fridays.

REV XUNDU: What happened to this case?

MR SINAM: The case was withdrawn in January in 1993. I was also, I was not working at that time. They just said that
the case was withdrawn.

REV XUNDU: Why were you dismissed from work?

MR SINAM: They did not tell me the reason.

REV XUNDU: Were you given a letter?

MR SINAM: They gave me a letter while I was detained. I left that letter there.

REV XUNDU: When was this?

MR SINAM: It was in 1992.

REV XUNDU: Did you get money, pension money, because as a police you have to get money?

MR SINAM: They gave me R17 000,00.

INTERPRETER: The speaker's mike is not on.

REV XUNDU: What is your request to the Commission, sir?

MR SINAM: My request to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is that I want to know why did they do this to me.
Were they just using me or what did I do wrong? I would also like the Commission to find out the perpetrators so that I
can give evidence to the magistrate. Thirdly, I would like the Commission to help me to get my job back.

REV XUNDU: Do you have a wife?

MR SINAM: My wife left me.

REV XUNDU: She left you. Do you have any children?

MR SINAM: Yes, I do. I have one child.

REV XUNDU: Where is this child?

MR SINAM: The child is in Fortmath.

REV XUNDU: Is that all, sir?



MR SINAM: Yes, that is all.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, sir. Let me hand over to you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Who is the investigating officer of this case?

MR SINAM: I do not know who is investigating this case, because the person I knew who was Brooke, he left his job.

CHAIRPERSON: Your legal representative, is he still Dorrington?

MR SINAM: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: What did he tell you about the case?

MR SINAM: Dorrington did not tell me anything about the case. I wrote a letter to him saying that I mentioned his
name in, he then said that my case was a criminal trial.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. You, Mr Sinam, you were dismissed from work. Before you were dismissed
was there any internal inquiry?

MR SINAM: Yes, there was an internal inquiry while I was still detained. They asked me whether I wanted a legal
representative. I said yes, but this did not continue. When I was released on the first of September at about, on the 18th
of September I was called to appear in front of this investigating unit.

MS MAYA: Did you appear there with your attorney?

MR SINAM: No.

MS MAYA: Did they give you reasons to dismiss you?

MR SINAM: No, they did not.

MS MAYA: Who was in authority in Seymour at that time?

MR SINAM: He was Mongwe.

MS MAYA: Where is he now?

MR SINAM: I think he is in Stutterheim.

MS MAYA: Did you retire?

MR SINAM: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: You were tortured with electric shocks. Who was doing this to you?

MR SINAM: It was Mbagu and Mhambi, the two investigators. It was on a Tuesday.

CHAIRPERSON: As you were a police was this a form of torture that was used?

MR SINAM: I would just hear people crying, but at that time I can say that this kind of torture was the one used.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sinam. We will try to contact Mr Dorrington so that we can hear his side of the story
so that we can also find out who is the investigating officer of your case. This is a painful story. We did not know that
the police were also tortured in this way. Maybe you will help us to find out about the things that happened in Seymour
at this time when we are investigating your case. For now, thank you Mr Sinam.



------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, I would like to swear in Mkhululi Mvuzo Sizani. Please stand up.

MKHULULI MVUZO SIZANI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good afternoon Mr Sizani. Can you hear me?

MR SIZANI: Yes, I can hear you.

CHAIRPERSON: Can we ask that the cell phone be switched off please. It is constantly interrupting us. I think I have
heard it more than twice now.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Sizani, you are understanding that you can answer in Xhosa and I will have an interpretation.
Now, the incident that you have come to tell us about today happened on the same day as the Bisho massacre. Is that
right?

MR SIZANI: Mr Chairperson, I made a mistake in the date, because it was on the 19th. I stated that it was on the
seventh. That is a mistake. It was on the 19th of September 1992.

MS CRICHTON: Alright then, Mr Sizani, would you then like to tell us what you were accused and by whom you were
accused.

MR SIZANI: Mr Chairperson, I was accused by our headman, Mr Malangeni Makapela, he accused me of burning
down his home. On that day I was at home. I heard that the house was being burnt down. I saw flames in that house. My
uncle said that I must stay at home, because people were gathering together to go and look at what was happening. I
stayed at home.

The next morning the police came. I am sorry, the soldier, Lindile Mashiqa and Luvuyo Matyila. When they arrived I
was in my grandfather's house. I was eating bread, because I did not eat the whole day. While I was still eating Luvuyo
Matyila came in together with Makayise. He asked whether I was Mkhululi Sizani. He was having, he was holding a
R4. I said, yes, I am Mkhululi Sizani. He said that I must finish what I was eating. After a while Lindile Mashiqa also
arrived. I think he was outside at the time. When he got inside he said to me, let us go. He did not ask anything. Because
they were drunk they took me. I asked them where are we going. They said that we are going to Mr Malangeni's house.
They were assaulting me all the time with the back of their R4's. They beat me in my head.

We then arrived at Mr Malangeni's house. I was shown a letter. They were beating me. They said that Thembinkosi
Jakaza. They asked me to go and point Thembinkosi Jakaza's house. We went there, but Thembinkosi was not there, his



father was there. My grandmother told my uncle that these soldiers were going to kill me. My uncle would go and talk
to them so that they can stop what they were doing. He went to these men. He told them that this young man was not in
this incident. He was then also assaulted, because these men did not want to listen to him. I told them that I have a
witness, the person with whom I was with during this incident. Lindile ...

MS CRICHTON: Can you just, I just want to stop you for one moment. Can you tell me the name of that witness. Was
that Thembinkosi?

MR SIZANI: Yes, it is Thembinkosi. When we were about to approach a corner Lindile came, shot me in my left knee.
I did not hear that I have been shot, but while I was still walking I saw that I was shot and I fell down. When I was
trying to stand up they were beating me and assaulting me with their rifles. After a while two young boys at about 12
years of age, they passed us and they were called. They were, these men told them to take me. We were then on our way
to this eye-witness, but unfortunately he was not there. We arrived at the house of Simphizwe Mabambolo. The door
was locked. They were beating me at this time. I could not do anything, they were assaulting me. After a while then they
instructed these boys to take me to Mr Malanageni's house.

While we were on our way approaching this house they put me down and they told these boys to leave. I was told to go
with, I was told to crawl. Lindile and Luvuyo would insult me all the time. They said that I was going to tell them who
actually burnt this house. When we arrived there I asked for water, because I was thirsty. Lindile Mashiqa gave me a
five litre. I was forced to finish the water. Like a monkey I would drink the water partially as some of it would be spilt
out. They then would take my teeth and hit them against a rough stone. My teeth are damaged. It was at about three
when the police came. I was then taken to the hospital.

As I was being taken to the hospital the police van went via a village. I was in great pain. When I got to the hospital, but
before we got there I was taken to the charge office and I was identified. At the hospital they then referred to, referred
me to Makiwane Hospital. I spent four months there. I just need a glass of water.

MS CRICHTON: While you are drinking that I just want to ask you a question. When you were being taken by the two
12 year old boys, what were they, why were they asked to help with that process of taking you to Mr Malangeni's house.

MR SIZANI: There was no transport as such so they took a wheelbarrow and put me on it.

MS CRICHTON: I see, so they were just helping, alright. So when they had finished assaulting you they took you to the
hospital?

MR SIZANI: I was taken to the hospital, Victoria Hospital.

MS CRICHTON: And you were there for four months. Now, during that time did you make a statement then or did you
make a statement after that to the police about what had happened?

MR SIZANI: I gave them my statement after I was released from hospital, January 1993. I was referred to Makiwane
Hospital. That is where I spent the four months. The investigators came to my house. They said that I must go to Dan
Hans to get, to give a statement. It is where the investigators have their offices. The investigator said to me that they are
still investigating the matter until Lindile and Luvuyo were found. I heard nothing after that.

MS CRICHTON: Up till this time you have heard nothing? Is that right?

MR SIZANI: That is right.

MS CRICHTON: Now, at the time that this all happened, you, were you still at school?

MR SIZANI: Yes, I was still at school at the time of the incident.

MS CRICHTON: What standard had you completed?



MR SIZANI: I was in standard nine at the time.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything particular that you want the Commission to consider doing about this?

MR SIZANI: Yes, I am not well. I was never well after this. My request to the Commission is that the people who are
perpetrators must come forward to the Commission. I need compensation. I was not born like this. People who see me
now cry. They cannot believe it is I who is like this. There are a lot of things. Even when I am thinking I get very
nervous. This does not make me happy at all. It depresses me. I need these perpetrators to come before the Truth
Commission. They have to divulge all. I need to know why they shot me. I was not one of the people who ...

MS CRICHTON: Did you say earlier on that you do not know where these people are, because in your statement it says
that they stay in the same neighbourhood. Was that at the time of the incident?

MR SIZANI: Yes, they were in the neighbourhood. They were in a village next to us. The distance is between Bisho
and King William's Town.

MS CRICHTON: But they are no longer there?

MR SIZANI: There is one that is still there, Mashiqa. I see him now and again, but apparently he is a soldier in
Dimbaza.

MS CRICHTON: And how is your relationship with him and how is the relationship between your communities?

MR SIZANI: When we see each other, as I have been to that village before, I cannot even greet him, cannot say
anything to him, because I am like this because of them. I cannot bear talking to them. My life is not as it should be as a
result of their ill-treatment.

MS CRICHTON: My last question to you, Mr Sizani, is did you ever approach an attorney about this?

MR SIZANI: No, I did not.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sizani, there are no further questions. Your case is clear. We have heard your requests before the
Commission. We are quite interested, as well, that if these people have applied for amnesty we will link the cases. I do
not know if they will allow, because you say, you request that you be given some compensation from their own salaries.
People do not want this, they just want forgiveness. We sympathise with you. We will look carefully at your requests.
Thank you. You may step down.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Sobukwe, are you Zodwa?

MRS SOBUKWE: I am Zondeni.

CHAIRPERSON: Zondeni Veronica. We welcome you Mrs Sobukwe in this hearing and we will ask Reverend Xundu
to help you take an oath.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

ZONDENI VERONICA SOBUKWE: (Duly sworn, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, she has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsikelelo Sandi will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Let me first greet you, Mrs Sobukwe, this morning. How are you?

MRS SOBUKWE: I am fine thanks. How are you?

ADV SANDI: I am fine thanks. How are you? You have made a request, Mrs Sobukwe, to appear before the
Commission today to tell us about Mr Sobukwe. We all know him. Some of us read about himself in books, but today
we find opportunity to talk to his wife, Mrs Sobukwe. Let us start this way, Mrs Sobukwe, can you please tell us briefly
about Mr Sobukwe.

MRS SOBUKWE: In 1963 on the 30th of May, my husband was to be released on the 30th of May, but he was not
released. The Government refused. He was one of the people who built up an organisation. They then decided that they
will pass a Sobukwe Clause so that they can keep him. It was on the third of March. On that day I was knitting the
jerseys for the children. He also said that I must cook him dinner, because he was coming back home. When I went to
visit him I was told that he was transferred to Robben Island under the Sobukwe Clause. I took my younger sister
together with her husband and Mr Langa to Cape Town, because we wanted to visit him. My younger sister together
with Fabian Ribeirro and Mr Langa from Orlando East, we went to Cape Town, asked permission to visit him. We
found him there, he was arrested under the Sobukwe Clause.

ADV SANDI: Before he was sent to Robben Island where was he detained?

MRS SOBUKWE: He resided in number four where he was awaiting trial. He was then transferred to Stoneyard in
Benoni. He was then taken to Stofberg, from there to Witbank, from Witbank to central jail. It was where he spent three
years. After that he was then transferred to Robben Island. We visited him and then we came back. In November I made
an application to visit him together with my children who were in the boarding school in Lesotho. My twins were four



years old at the time. We went to visit him. His condition changed at the time. He was not well. When I cam back home
I wrote a letter to, Verwoerd was the Prime Minister. I was then directed to Minister of Justice to write a letter to him. I
wrote a letter that he should be released so that he can get medical attention at home, but they refused. We also wanted
an independent doctor.

In 1964 a district surgeon and neurologist and a physician were sent there to examine him. They said that he was
suffering from chronic sinus inflammation. He was treated. I then said to Mr Benjamin we must write a letter to a
lawyer so that he can get a specialist. They said that they were treating him, they are not going to allow an independent
specialist, because they were giving him pain killing tablets and massages, but in 1964, that was in 1964. In 1965 they
refused. He arrived in Robben Island in 1963. He was born in 1924 in December, but in 1964 he was suffering from
chronic sinus inflammation. The Parliament would discuss whether he was to be released or not, but they would refuse.

In February 1966 they transferred him to Karl Bremer. They did not tell me. I heard about this when he came back from
Karl Bremer. He stayed there. He was admitted under a false name. They sent him to Karl Bremer under a false name. I
do not know anything about that. He then came back, he was taken to Robben Island. They did not consult me about
this. When I went to visit him the following year his condition deteriorated. I then wrote another letter. I was writing
twice a year asking for his release. I wanted him to be treated. In 1965 or 1966 he complained that his food was served
with broken glasses.

ADV SANDI: You mean broken glasses in his food?

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes, in his food. He was alone at that time. You would suspect, you would think why they would
keep him alone in the cell. There are things that were done to people in jail at that time and I am sure that they did these
things to my husband, because he was alone in the cell.

ADV SANDI: At this time, we are talking about a person who has completed his sentence in prison.

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes, he was not even re-arrested, he had completed his sentence.

ADV SANDI: But the Parliament changed the Law of that time. This suppression of Communism Act.

MRS SOBUKWE: It is both the NP and the opposition party of the day that agreed that he should be, he should remain
in jail. It is only Helen Suzman who spoke up for him. Even the opposition party said that he should remain in custody.
Nobody wanted him to be released.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Sobukwe, you have made a request in connection with the National Party that was the Government
of the day. Would you please repeat that request yourself?

MRS SOBUKWE: All those doctors that examined my husband whilst he was in custody, the Government of the
National Party must give me answers. Why was he in solitary confinement?

ADV SANDI: Mr Sobukwe passed away in 1978?

MRS SOBUKWE: In 1969, the last letter I wrote was in 1968, November. They wrote back to me saying that they will
not release him, because they got information that he was still quite dangerous. In 1969, May, they released him
quickly. I later found out on the 26th of April 1968.

ADV SANDI: Was he released on the fourth of May 1969?

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes. The reason why he was released was because he wrote to me a registered letter and also to an
attorney and the Minister of Justice of the day. He asked me to come to Robben Island immediately. He said he wanted
to inform me about his health. He said that I must request leave without pay at work. I got that letter a few days before
he was released. The Minister of Justice took action, because he realised that something must be happening in jail. They
then released him quickly in 1969.



ADV SANDI: Was he then taken to Kimberley?

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes. As they had operated on him, his genitals would swell up all the time. If you would take his
Kimberley file, you would realise how thick it is because of the illnesses. He started coughing chronically. I do not
know what the cause was. He had cancer of the lungs. We requested that he go see a specialist in Johannesburg. They
refused. When he was critical they then allowed him to go and see the specialist. He will take X-rays in Kimberley time
and time again. All the doctors had different opinions. Nobody diagnosed the cancer of the lungs in Kimberley. The
doctor, the specialist from Johannesburg requested the reports from Kimberley. They then sent the reports from the
different doctors to Johannesburg when they realised that he was dying.

ADV SANDI: Was he under certain conditions in Kimberley?

MRS SOBUKWE: We were from Mvule in Johannesburg. He was banished to stay in Kimberley for five years, he
could not go home. By the time he passed away they were trying to bring you the banning order.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Sobukwe, do you have a request or requests to put before the Commission?

MRS SOBUKWE: I have heard this question, because people have been asked. What worries me is that my husband
was attached to my children, very close to them. The one twin Didane, when we could go to the docks in Robben Island,
they would be stripped naked. We would take some clothing and food for him. Didane was close to his father. Even the
father, when he wrote, he would say he misses Didane with his broad smile. What I realised is that when his father got
this treatment after he had been operated on the lungs, when Didane would go to the Kimberley Hospital to visit him,
Didane would weep when he would go see his father. For a year he could not do anything, he started drinking. Didane is
heavily affected. I request that the new Government, because in 1979 we took Didane to King Edward for psychiatric
treatment. I request that our Government, the new Government contribute in his rehabilitation. If he could learn some
form of trade, some skill. He has kleptomania. When he gets to the hospital he just takes down curtains and everything.
He is not well. Sometimes he would be taken to jail, he would be arrested. They would release him, because he would
handle himself well. Shortly after his father died in the hospital he would rob nurses, take their purses and run away. I
request that he go, that he be taught some form of skill. Didane is in prison at the moment, sentenced to six months for
housebreaking and theft. When he gets into jail he gets parole all the time.

ADV SANDI: Is that all you have to say Mrs Sobukwe before I hand you over to the Chairperson?

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes, but I also have a request that the Commission refurbish the schools in our area and also if there
would be a sport field so that people are occupied in a proper way.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Sobukwe. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I remember the day of the burial of Comrade Sobukwe. There were a whole
lot of people. His funeral reflect that a whole, that people supported him. There was Mangosotho Buthulezi amongst
those people. He said that he had gone to the funeral, but he was not allowed to attend it. People complained that
Buthulezi’s presence at the funeral was putting down the standards of the leadership of Sobukwe. Do you think that this
leader should not have been arrested and should have been allowed to be amongst his people? Do you understand my
question?

MRS SOBUKWE: No, please repeat your question.

REV XUNDU: The presence of the people at the funeral service of your husband was an indication of the respect of the
nation for the contribution your husband had given to the liberation struggle and, further, the fact that people would not
allow the presence of persons who were assumed to be collaborating with that system to be present, was an indication
that people did not want to compromise the struggle that your husband had waged against apartheid. Would you
consider that to be true?



MRS SOBUKWE: A funeral is a funeral. Even if you are a witch you should not be chased away from a funeral. It is
not good to chase anybody away from a funeral. It is not a good thing. There is no dignity in that, no honour. No matter
how cruel you are, you should not be chased away from a funeral.

REV XUNDU: In the numbers in which they were in, was an indication that the people were in solidarity with your
husband in every respect, about the fact that his human rights had been abused. So that it is pain of your pain and the
nation’s pain at large.

INTERPRETER: The speaker’s mike is not on. The speaker’s mike is not on.

CHAIRPERSON: To be married to the man of the stature of Robert Sobukwe must have, and his life, must have
affected your life, your health and that of your children. How did your life get affected by the fact that you got married
to this man, Robert Sobukwe.

MRS SOBUKWE: When I met my husband he was already in the struggle. He had come to the Victoria Hospital in
Lovedale. As nurses we did not even know about the Youth League. We were on a strike, because we would do our jobs
properly, but we were not properly treated. We wrote down our complaints, ten of them. One nurse was told to leave
and we said we are all leaving. We were not members of the Youth League. They were members of the Youth League.
However, the people from Fort Hare would come and help us. We were told to go home for two months, unpaid leave.
Sobukwe had been addressing a gathering in Queenstown. This is from the early years when I had just gotten to know
him. Nothing came to my surprise or shock, because from the day I met him he was in the struggle and he died in the
struggle. Everything was to be expected. I was not too grieved, in the sense that I expected these things.

CHAIRPERSON: When he was arrested or his arrest left your home fatherless and you were without a husband, you
were the father of the home, as Robert Sobukwe was arrested, were your children still at school or were they working?

MRS SOBUKWE: My first born child was six years old. In 1960, Melissa was six and then my second born was four
years old, my twins 18 months old. I took them to Lesotho. I realised that as the police would not even give us a
peaceful night, I realised that my children go to boarding school. Then I took them to Lesotho from Sub B up to matric.
It was better for me, because at work I would be at peace as my children were at boarding school. Between nine and ten
the police would always come. We tried to cheer ourselves up as the ladies and we would laugh, make a joke out of it.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you ever have time to live together as a family after Mr Sobukwe had been released from jail?

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes, from 1969 to 1978 we were able to do so.

CHAIRPERSON: Were your children with you at the time?

MRS SOBUKWE: They were still at school.

CHAIRPERSON: When Mr Robert Sobukwe was arrested how was his health? If you could give us a picture so that we
can see and compare his health before he was arrested and after he was arrested.

MRS SOBUKWE: He was a teacher at Standerton. We were staying together. He was lecturing also at VISA. There was
not one single day where he would not go to lecture. He was fit, never even complained of a headache, but after he left
Robben Island his health had deteriorated immensely. Before he would go to work he would exercise. That is how fit he
was.

CHAIRPERSON: My second last question, Mrs Sobukwe. You say that Mr Sobukwe was operated on whilst in
custody. They operated on him even though you had not given them permission as his wife. Did the police give you the
name of the doctor?

MRS SOBUKWE: No, they never even told me that he had been operated on. He just told me in a letter that he had
been operated on. I do not even know what they diagnosed.



CHAIRPERSON: The last question, Mrs Sobukwe, from me. Yesterday was the last day for amnesty applications,
Saturday, sorry, it was the last day for the application for amnesty. I do not want to miss an opportunity to have
somebody of your stature, if the perpetrators have applied for amnesty, what is your view about these applications? I
would just like to know. For example, say the doctor that operated on your husband is one of the people that has applied
for amnesty, according to your evidence, his life had deteriorated because of this operation.

MRS SOBUKWE: Yes, even the people that were feeding him, giving him food with pieces of glass.

CHAIRPERSON: So if these perpetrators ask for amnesty, do you want, would you like them

to get amnesty?

MRS SOBUKWE: First they must divulge all. I want to know, for example, why the doctor did not report this.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Are there any questions? No questions. Mrs Sobukwe, we thank you. Before you go
down, I would like to thank you on behalf of the Commission for having come before us. We are aware of your age, we
are aware of your health, but you sacrificed, came before the Commission to give us a picture of the ill-treatment of Mr
Sobukwe whilst he was in custody. We are aware we are talking to the wife of one of the national leaders of our country
and, indeed, we are honoured. We will look carefully into your evidence. The TRC has a special hearing that is coming
up where we are going to be examining the role of the people who played a role in the medical field. Your question we
are going to put forward before these people, even the Warders that were involved. If we have any more details that we
need, especially his medical files, we will probably approach you for this information. Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Is Mr Sikongozi Dumile Sofaka here? Matongisi Willie Bangeli. Milile Iven Velakhe.

SIKONGOZI DUMILE SOFAKA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: You look like you are sulking. Please smile.

MATONGISI WILLIE BANGELI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MILILE IVEN VELAKHE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you gentlemen from Berlin. You look angry as if you are about to fight. May the Digeni
people travel safely. We will hand over to Tiny Maya who is going to lead evidence on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Dumile, I will start with you. You are going to give us evidence about your
son who was killed in Mdantsane in 1993, his name Zulani. How old was he at the time?

MR SOFAKA: He was 21 at the time, born 1972.

MS MAYA: Was he a policeman, because according to your statement apparently he had gone to fetch other policemen
that he was working with?

MR SOFAKA: He was fetched by police on the 17th of September 1993. They were being taken to Postdam police. On
the Saturday I went to find out what was happening. When I got there the police said I must wait outside. After about
ten minutes a sergeant from NU12 came. They said that there is a man, a Mnoche man who got an accident with two
other police. They were shot. They took Zulani to fetch yet another policeman. This is when they got this accident,
being shot by people that are not known even to this day. Apparently there is still no clarity about this case.



MS MAYA: Therefore if nobody came forward, maybe the police gave a bit of clarity. Do you not know anything up to
this day?

MR SOFAKA: No, I do not know anything.

MS MAYA: Why was Zulani arrested?

MR SOFAKA: He was arrested because of his own things, not because of political reasons.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case?

MR SOFAKA: No, on the Saturday I just gave in a statement at NU12. We then went to the mortuary and they took us
to NU1 after that to show us the place where the accident was.

MS MAYA: Did you have any legal representatives?

MR SOFAKA: Yes, I went to King Street in East London. I was asked to give a deposit for R300,00. I paid. After a
while I was given documentation. They said that I was not worthy of pressing charges on the Government.

MS MAYA: Therefore no claim was made, no compensation?

MR SOFAKA: No.

MS MAYA: What is your request before the Commission?

MR SOFAKA: I need the Commission to help me. I need compensation. If my son was alive he will be supporting me.

MS MAYA: And the investigation?

MR SOFAKA: Yes, I need help there as well. They keep on saying that they are still investigating the matter.

MS MAYA: Do you have more evidence to the Commission?

MR SOFAKA: No.

MS MAYA: Mr Matongisi, Mr Matongisi your incident occurred in, on the 21st of September 1985. You were a
member of the UDF in Berlin. You were then attacked by the police in a gathering. Could you tell us briefly what
happened.

MR BANGELI: Mr Chairperson, on that particular day we had a meeting, a general meeting for both parents and the
youth. As it was clear that we are members of the UDF and also we worked at town and were members of SAWO.
There was water that was taken to the townships. We were, the Gula village was then not given the water. We wanted to
know why we had not been given water. They then said that our water should be drilled from the ground. We had no
water. We investigated the matter as there was absolute disharmony. Next to Lita there was a dam that was constructed.
We then found out that our village had a right to get water from that dam.

After we ascertained that we are also supposed to get this water we then called a general meeting for all the members of
the community. We gave this time. The youth became violent. The children were angry. The Ciskeian police were
driving around our community and the youth wanted to attack the cars. We then went to the meeting. Sebe, at the time,
there was something happening in his home. I do not know whether his daughter was getting married or his son had just
come out of circumcision school. We went to the Inobuthu Primary School for our meeting. Our children were singing
liberation songs in the village. We got to the school hall. We realised that the whole thing was out of our hands, there is
nothing we could do. There is a stage just like this at the school. The children then went onto the stage of the hall. I also
went onto the stage.

We started the meeting, we sang the national anthem. As we were drafting the agenda we looked, there were windows



right around the hall and we realised that there were police right round. The police went in, they started beating us up
with batons, also steel batons. I was beaten right here on the eye. Some of the batons would go right around the head
when they hit you. We were like young boys asking for forgiveness saying, oh father, forgive us. It was painful, we
were humbling ourselves. There was nothing else we could do. After a while there was silence. We got out. There were
rifles as big as that camera right over there, all around. We realised that if that, those rifles were used there would be
trouble.

They told us to sit down. We sat down like little children. What I did, first of all, is I went there where the children were
held. I asked why the children were held, this is before the meeting. I went there and asked why the children were held.
They denied it. I tried to hide after that. I was wearing green, I was wearing green overalls from Murray and Roberts
where I worked. I just lay there as they beat me. The children were taken to NU12, the charge office there. There were
so many cars there I could not even count them. The elders were told that they must never do this again, they must just
go home now. We were bleeding, we were injured. I was the last one there, being beaten by the same police saying,
please boetie.

The children were taken. We then went home, it was difficult. I thought I would not be able to sleep, I must go to a
doctor. We went there to the hospital. It was full. There were nurses, there were soldiers, nobody cared. We were just
given tablets. They would not even examine us. They told us to come the next day. We took the tablets and we left. We
went home and I thought, no, this is really painful now. I persevered the Sunday. On the Monday I was told that there
was a doctor at Anniden. This doctor took us. We told him what happened and he could see how injured we were. We
were told that we did not have to pay this doctor, but I paid R10,00 and he took it even though they said we did not have
to pay. I gave it to him freely, because I thought it is only R10,00 after all. He said that I must come and consult.

This doctor asked me if I have legal representatives. I said, yes, Mrs Siwisa.

MS MAYA: Where is she?

MR BANGELI: She is in Highway, Mtanzani. We went to this attorney. She was not there. We asked the interpreter
where she was. Apparently she had been arrested.

MS MAYA: Why was she arrested?

MR BANGELI: We asked, she is arrested because of this whole matter that concerns all of you. So I thought, oh Lord,
who is going to represent us now. When is she going to be released, because we need representation? They do not know
they said. They said we must wait. We waited and waited. I went back to this doctor. Doctor, what do I do now? He then
gave me a letter and said I must go back to the attorney. I went and they said that I must come on the third month. I went
there and the interpreter said you cannot get her. The Ciskeian Law says that no attorney should stand against the
Government. Therefore you have no legal representatives, you can do what you need to do.

MS MAYA: Was that that then?

MR BANGELI: Yes.

MS MAYA: According to your statement, sir, you said that one of the reasons why you were beaten up is because you
were collecting the snip cards and were burning them. Is that so?

MR BANGELI: Yes, it is so. At work we joined SAWO. As a man you had to pay R30,00 and a woman also had to pay
R30,00 for weapons and you had to pay R3,00 for Nbadagandoda and also R3,00 more for a card. You had to pay all
this money. We got nothing. They just said that they are upgrading the standards, but nothing happened. My health
deteriorated. Even under the second Government I am not well. Then I said that I am not going to pay all this money.
We then said that each person must burn their own cards. If you had a green card just burn it.

MS MAYA: What requests do you have before the Commission?

MR BANGELI: Well, sir, as a person who realises that the battle is not yet over, I need compensation, I need a third leg.



My two legs are not good enough, because of the Ciskeian police. I need support. I must get something, because I have
been fighting in the struggle and the people I was fighting with are now dead. I am still alive, I am on this platform,
therefore I should get support and compensation.

MS MAYA: Are you saying, you say that according to your statement you lost seven teeth when you were beaten up.

MR BANGELI: That is so.

MS MAYA: And you also said that the Commission must buy you false teeth.

MR BANGELI: That is so. I was kicked by a young boy, kicked my seven teeth away. Therefore, the Commission must
get me false teeth. Yes, I need them.

MS MAYA: Milile, your incident is similar to Mr Bangeli, but your case happened on the 14th of September 1985. You
were only 11 years old at the time.

MR VELAKHE: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Can you please tell us briefly what happened to you.

MR VELAKHE: In 1985 under the Sebe regime, Mr Sebe was an authoritative leader. In our village, Nkqonkqweni, on
the same date, on the 14th of September the youth took the Sinnip membership cards from the people. We were still
young boys at the time. We were still playing boys. This happened while we were playing together with others. We saw
people coming towards us. We were playing together with my friends. They took our tyres, because we were playing
with them. We followed them. We did not know where they were going, but we just followed them. We also climbed in
this vehicle.

The police came with their Ford Sierras, a powder blue and white Ford Sierra. They were coming towards us. People
were saying, were telling us not to run. We were in the back of this group. I just saw people dispersing and I heard
gunshots all over. I also ran away. While we were being chased by the police there was one police who approached me.
He shot in the air telling me to stop. I did not stop, because I told him that you are going to beat me. He then assaulted
me with the rifle butt. I fell down. After that he beat me with sjambok and then the police left me there. One other police
came. He asked me, who are you. I could not talk, because I was swollen up.

MS MAYA: Where were you injured?

MR VELAKHE: The police beat me in the head.

MS MAYA: How were you then helped?

MR VELAKHE: I was not helped, because after the police assaulted me I stayed at home. I was looking after my health.

MS MAYA: Did you go to a doctor or hospital?

MR VELAKHE: Yes, I did go to a hospital.

MS MAYA: Were you admitted in hospital?

MR VELAKHE: No, I was not admitted.

MS MAYA: Which hospital was this?

MR VELAKHE: I went to Cecilia Makiwane.

MS MAYA: Were you treated?



MR VELAKHE: Yes, I was treated for my eyes in Cecilia Makiwane and I use to go there for treatment, because they
saw that my eyes were weak. I have to attend treatment now and then. I decided to go to the doctor, because I could not
see clearly with the spectacles that I got in Cecilia Makiwane.

MS MAYA: Did you manage to go back to school as you were at school at the time?

MR VELAKHE: Yes, I managed to go back to school. I am doing standard ten now.

MS MAYA: What happened to you after this incident? You said that, in your statement, you cannot see clearly, you
have partial eyesight and you suffer from constant convulsions. Is that correct?

MR VELAKHE: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: This is due to your injuries you sustained in your head?

MR VELAKHE: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you notice any police who did this to you?

MR VELAKHE: Some of them passed away.

MS MAYA: Who is alive?

MR VELAKHE: These police, they all passed away.

MS MAYA: Was there a court case?

MR VELAKHE: No, there was no court case.

MS MAYA: What is your request, then, to the Commission?

MR VELAKHE: My request to the Commission is that as I am in this situation, I pay for my treatment, my eye
treatment. I have spectacles today because of what happened to me. I would like the Government to help me in this
matter in order for me to pay for the treatment, because according to myself, I see myself as paralysed. I cannot work for
myself, because sometimes I get nervous.

MS MAYA: Do you receive any treatment now?

MR VELAKHE: No

MS MAYA: Do you receive treatment in hospitals?

MR VELAKHE: Yes, but for my eyes.

MS MAYA: Would you like us to help you with medical treatment?

MR VELAKHE: Yes, I would like you to do that for me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Milile. I will now hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you say that you were shot, where were you shot? Did they shoot you or did they beat you?

MR VELAKHE: They beat me with a rifle and I fell down.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you gentlemen from Berlin. We also thank you Milile. We could see that you were injured
due to this incident. We noted your request or your requests, but I would like to thank the gentlemen who told us this



story. Although this is a very painful thing, the way they told the story was very interesting. We thank you because you
are the last ones for today. Thank you. We will now come back tomorrow at nine o' clock.

------------------------------
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CHAIRMAN: Wellington Tyakume.

MTHUNZI WELLINGTON TIBI TYAKUME: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Tyakume, you are from Dimbaza, is that so?

MR TYAKUME: Yes, sir.

ADV SANDI: And you are going to talk about your son, Dumalisile sydney Tyakume?

MR TYAKUME: Yes, sir.

ADV SANDI: How old was he?

MR TYAKUME: He was 20.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement he was shot dead.

MR TYAKUME: Yes, sir.

ADV SANDI: When did this happen?

MR TYAKUME: The 27th of September 1977.

ADV SANDI: Who shot him?

MR TYAKUME: Warrant Officer Mayekiso.

ADV SANDI: What was happening in Dimbaza at that time?

MR TYAKUME: There was a rally, a students' rally. The children were boycotting classes. Police were called in in
King William's Town. They were forcing the children to go back to class.

The children ran around the township, trying to escape the police. It was break time at about eleven o'clock.

ADV SANDI: Did the school children have complaints?



MR TYAKUME: No, there were no complaints. It was the Steve Biko boycott. Steve Biko had just passed away, it was
shortly after that.

ADV SANDI: According to your statement, there was a complaint about children being taught in Afrikaans.

MR TYAKUME: Yes, that too.

ADV SANDI: Tell me all about it.

MR TYAKUME: Well, I can't remember well. I am going to lie to you.

ADV SANDI: As an elderly man, respected man, you forgot?

MR TYAKUME: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Were they not saying that they should not be taught in Afrikaans any more?

MR TYAKUME: I can't remember well, it is probably so. You forget when a long time elapses. It has been 20 years, I
don't remember.

ADV SANDI: Was Warrant Officer Mayekiso arrested?

MR TYAKUME: No, he was not arrested. I had to go to Unit 10 to talk about this. We went there two days. I am talking
about Zone 10, the Magistrate's court.

ADV SANDI: What happened there in court?

MR TYAKUME: Magistrate Marais with Noqaba did not get any leads.

ADV SANDI: Therefore nobody was charged?

MR TYAKUME: No one was charged, no one was found guilty.

ADV SANDI: Did you have a legal representative for advice?

MR TYAKUME: No, not at all. We just buried our child and that was that.

ADV SANDI: I noticed that when the statement was taken from you, Mr Tyakume, when you were asked if you had any
requests, you said that the Commission will see what it can offer.

MR TYAKUME: But I need some form of compensation.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Tyakume.

MR TYAKUME: I have nothing to add.

ADV SANDI: Do you see Mr Mayekiso around Dimbaza?

MR TYAKUME: I saw him once, I don't remember which year it was. His home is in Dimbaza. I was still working at
that time, I had not pensioned, this is before 1987.

ADV SANDI: He no longer works there?

MR TYAKUME: No, he had just gone home in Dimbaza. At the time he was working in Zwelitsha.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Tyakume, I will hand you over to the Chairperson, thank you.



MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mr Tyakume.

MR TYAKUME: I hear you clearly.

MS CRICHTON: That's good. I wanted to find out from you about something that is in your statement where it says that
there was one Mthunzi Tyakume who was actually an eye-witness to the event, is that correct?

MR TYAKUME: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And yet you are saying at the inquest they decided to find nobody liable because there was a lack of
evidence.

MR TYAKUME: That is so.

MS CRICHTON: Was Mthunzi at the inquest?

MR TYAKUME: I was there.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. You are Mthunzi, I am sorry? I see that they have put you down as a witness as well as
being a deponent, thank you. Thank you.

MR TYAKUME: It is I.

MS MAYA: Mr Tyakume, I just want to ask one question for clarity because we did meet and talked. You said that
Dumalisile was your first-born?

MR TYAKUME: Exactly.

MS MAYA: Therefore if he was still alive, you would be leaning on him quite a lot?

MR TYAKUME: That is exactly how it is.

MS MAYA: Therefore you said to the Commission that when they meet your needs, they must have in mind that this
was your first born child?

MR TYAKUME: Precisely.

REVD XUNDU: Thank you Tiny. Thank you Mr Tyakume for the evidence that you brought before us. We all know
that the police at that time did as they pleased, they were the law.

We trust that as we are going to take these requests before the President, at least some of your needs will be met.

Thank you sir, we hope that at least some of your pain has healed.

MR TYAKUME: Thank you sir.

--------------------
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CHAIRMAN: Nodida Jane Zamkana.

NODIDA JANE ZAMKANA: (sworn states)

REVD XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, she has been properly sworn in.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear mr Mrs Zamkana? Are you comfortable?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, I can year you. Yes, Ma'am.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, the statement that you have given to us concerns a search by the police for your son.
This went on over quite a period of time and I would like you to tell us a little bit about your son before you start telling
us about what happened to you. What was his name?

MRS ZAMKANA: Madoda Zamkana.

MS CRICHTON: And how old was he?

MRS ZAMKANA: I cannot remember.

MS CRICHTON: Was he still a student?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, he was at school.

MS CRICHTON: And was he a member of a political organisation or a student organisation?

MRS ZAMKANA: He was an ANC member.

MS CRICHTON: Right, now would you then begin by telling us about that first visit that you had at your house of
police searching for him.

MRS ZAMKANA: The police arrived at home, White police, it was at night. They pushed the door down, they said they
were looking for Madoda Menesi, these are my sons names.

I told them that he was not there, they said I would tell them. They said that I must take them to his room. We went to
his room because I stayed in a rondawel. There is a bigger house with three rooms.

There were six police, all White policemen. When I got there, they asked where he was. I said that he left in the
afternoon, I do not know where he is. They slapped me, they kicked me, I wet myself. They said that the truth is
coming, that is why I was wetting myself.



I said I did not know where he was, he had left in the afternoon. They left. They said I must go back to my rondawel. I
went in. The next day they came, four White men, they were looking for Madoda again.

They would wake me up every night. They would beat me up. They would not find him, I would not know where he
was. The third time Vusumzi and Sipho Ntebe also came in the middle of the night. They came into my hut, pushed the
door down, woke me up. I could not sleep well, I could not even go to other people's houses, because I did not want to
endanger other people's lives.

I became an insomniac. They said that we must go to my son's room which was painted red. Vusumzi had a big rifle,
Ntebe as well. Ntebe did not do anything to me.

When Vusumzi would ask for my son and I would say I do not know, they said that they were going to beat me up. I
said I had no other truth, Vusumzi slapped me, beat me with a rifle at the back, at the back of my head, I bled.

They asked where he would go for holidays. I said that he usually goes to my sister in Mdantsane and I've never been to
Mdantsane. Vusumzi would slap me and kick me, Ntebe never touched me.

Ntebe then said they must go. Vusumzi said he is taking me to Mdantsane to point out my son. We went to Mdantsane,
this is at night, the three of us.

Vusumzi was drunk. When we got to the main road, it had been raining the previous day. Vusumzi would turn back, hit
me with the rifle. When we got to the main road, there was a whole lot of water. Just before he was going to hit me with
the rifle again, he slipped and fell on the water, he said that he was going to really hit me then, because I had been
fighting, he alleged.

A police van approached with two White policemen. Vusumzi took me from place to place, he was at the back with me.
He kept on hitting me with his rifle. When we got there, there were two White police.

Vusumzi took a sail, put it over my face. He said that I was going to tell the truth and we were going to Mdantsane.
Vusumzi put something over my head. After a while he took it off.

They insisted that I knew where my son was. I said that you said we are going to Mdantsane, I was not well at the time
because I don't even know Mdantsane. He put this thing over my head again.

He again insisted that I knew where my son was. He put this thing over my head yet again. When I thought in my heart
that I am going to die and I don't know who is going to feed my child, because I had no husband, that thought still stifles
me.

I was thinking about my child, Vusumzi threw me onto the floor. Vusumzi continued to ask for my son. The two White
policemen were laughing. This one Coloured man who passed away said that what you are doing, is terrible, because
parents don't know what children do.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, can I interrupt you here. They told you that they were going to take you to Mdantsane
and they stopped along the way. Did they stop at some offices along the way or were they just stopping in the open
veld?

MRS ZAMKANA: There were offices, I don't know what kind of offices. I would try to breathe and what they put on
my head, would stifle me.

The one policeman asked Vusumzi the time and he said it was three o'clock. They asked me where I was going to sleep
and I said I would sleep where I work as a domestic worker.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, I am going to interrupt you again. When you got to those offices that you don't know
what they were, is that where the two White policemen joined Vusumzi and continued with putting the bag over your
head?



MRS ZAMKANA: Yes. They were just standing there, it is Vusumzi who tortured me.

MS CRICHTON: Now, as a result of this, you decided to take action. What did you do?

MRS ZAMKANA: The one asked the other what the time was and he said it is three o'clock, they asked where I was
going to sleep and I said I would sleep at my boss' place. Ntebe then said I could sleep at his place.

I went with Ntebe, when we got there, he did not do anything to me. He prepared a place to sleep, he said he would
wake me up at five, so that I could go and wash and wait for them at the gate at the office.

He said that he did as he said. I went home, I thought about this, I thought why must I be arrested, why must I go back
to the police when I've done nothing, so I did not go.

After a week, I went to Tabata in King William's Town, I told him what happened, he said he is busy, but he would
follow up my case. Before he arrived, I was called into the office. They said that they are going to discuss my case
together with Vusumzi.

There were six White men and Vusumzi, his brother, his father, I was alone. They asked me what had happened, I told
them. They said I was drunk.

I said I had not been drinking, it was a Thursday, I don't drink Brandy. I only drink Xhoza beer weekends. They asked if
I had a witness, so I said I did not have a witness, I was alone even at home.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, again I interrupt you. You are not at the Tabata attorney's office and you say they
called in Vusumzi. Is that correct, into the office?

MRS ZAMKANA: I don't know.

MS CRICHTON: It was not at the same time? This was now in the court that Vusumzi was called in?

MRS ZAMKANA: It was not in court, we were in a house with red curtains. It was not a court of law.

We were standing, there were no chairs.

MS CRICHTON: Was there any kind of Magistrate, somebody presiding?

MRS ZAMKANA: I don't know.

MS CRICHTON: Who was chairing the meeting?

MRS ZAMKANA: I don't know those White people. I know that Vusumzi was there, his younger brother and his father.
He said that they were his witnesses even though they were not there that particular night.

MS CRICHTON: What was the result of that particular time in that room?

MRS ZAMKANA: They said that the case is over, I am a drunkard. So I said I do not drink in the middle of the week
and I do not drink Brandy, I only take Xhoza beer, they then withdrew the case.

I went home, I was scared to go. I would sleep on the floor, I was afraid, terrified of Vusumzi. I would sleep on the
floor. I could not stay...

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, I can understand how you must have felt at that stage, but I need to ask you now to go
back to that room again. Was anybody from the attorney's office there in that room?

MRS ZAMKANA: No. If my Attorney was there, they would not have withdrawn the case.



MS CRICHTON: So you reported this matter to the Attorney, did you or did you not?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, I did. I needed his representation. But when they called me, they called me on my own. I don't
know if they corresponded with him at all. I just went home after that.

MS CRICHTON: So there has been no follow up since then?

MRS ZAMKANA: No. It has been quiet. I don't want to start this whole mess up again. I was afraid. I would hear the
police van coming, I would go sleep on the floor, I was even afraid to walk around Stutterheim.

When the whole thing cooled down, I was too scared to stir it up again.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, I want to ask you now how you actually are medically, your health, what is your health
like now?

MRS ZAMKANA: I am all right. I just suffer from fear over time, I am nervous. I don't want to go anywhere, I am too
scared.

MS CRICHTON: And your son?

MRS ZAMKANA: My son was arrested. After he had come back from Johannesburg he was arrested, he stayed in jail
for three years.

He now works, I don't know his full story, I was just talking about myself, but he was arrested in Johannesburg. They
threatened to murder him. They said they would kill him because he was spoiling the land.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything else you wish to add to your testimony before you tell us what you are hoping the
Commission will do for you?

MRS ZAMKANA: I think I have divulged all. I have always wanted to talk about these things because they were
bottled up, I am glad I have been able to talk like this today, perhaps I will be healed.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Zamkana, I am grateful that you have been able to talk as well because I am sure that by talking,
some of that fear will evaporate. I pray that that is so. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Zamkana, perhaps before I ask these questions, I would like to clarify
according to the law set by Parliament, when we listen to these stories, we are supposed to ask questions so that we can
get a full picture in connection with what happened at whatever time and whatever place.

Also incidents that occurred before the person's incident, meaning that the status quo, did you listen to the other
witnesses and how the police in Stutterheim handled themselves?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, I was listening.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear what they said?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: As a person from Stutterheim, what is your opinion of the Stutterheim police?

MRS ZAMKANA: They were cruel.

ADV SANDI: When people had problems, would the people go to the police station to report their cases?



MRS ZAMKANA: No, people would not go because you cannot go and report a matter to a policeman about another
policeman.

ADV SANDI: And those people that were brave and went for help to the police station, what would happen to them?
Would they get the help they needed?

MRS ZAMKANA: Well, I don't know, but I did not want to go and report these cases. I was fearful, I was fearful of
anybody, I would just stay in my yard. But all the police were wicked.

ADV SANDI: You said that the police were violent as well?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, they were violent, you could not go from one police to another to ask for help.

ADV SANDI: What did they do?

MRS ZAMKANA: They would assault people.

ADV SANDI: Is it not the police that is supposed to protect the people?

MRS ZAMKANA: Well, they were not protective at that time.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Zamkana, are there police that you know of that were arrested from Stutterheim for all these
atrocities?

MRS ZAMKANA: No.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you say that a certain policeman that was supposed to be your witness, refused to stand
for you, he was not called.

MRS ZAMKANA: This is Ntebe.

ADV SANDI: Is it Ntebe that was mentioned here?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, he is the one who passed away. On that day it was Vusumzi, his brother and himself.

ADV SANDI: Ntebe had not passed away at that time?

MRS ZAMKANA: No, he was still alive. But I had heard that he had resigned from the police force. He had not passed
away at that time, however.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Zamkana, thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mrs Zamkana, you have talked about a Xhoza house. What type of house are you talking
about?

MRS ZAMKANA: I am talking about a rondawel, a hut.

CHAIRMAN: Secondly, in reverence to these policemen, Sipho Ntebe whom you said did not hit you, you said that
when Vusumzi and his family were there and you were discussing this matter, Ntebe did not come?

MRS ZAMKANA: He was not there, because I know him. I could have identified him.

CHAIRMAN: According to your statement he refused to give evidence. Do you want that to be corrected?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, it was a mistake.



CHAIRMAN: You say that six White policemen came to you at home asking you about your son. Do you know their
names?

MRS ZAMKANA: No.

CHAIRMAN: The one person you knew is Vusumzi Kule?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: And Sipho Ntebe?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: How come you knew Vusumzi Kule?

MRS ZAMKANA: He stays in the same village.

CHAIRMAN: Did you have a dispute?

MRS ZAMKANA: No, there were no problems.

CHAIRMAN: Where is Vusumzi Kule?

MRS ZAMKANA: He is around. He still works in Stutterheim.

CHAIRMAN: How do you feel when you see him?

MRS ZAMKANA: I don't feel bad.

CHAIRMAN: When you have a problem that needs a policeman, are you able to go to him?

MRS ZAMKANA: No, I cannot go to him, but he greets me and I greet back.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Sandi?

ADV SANDI: Mrs Zamkana, have you heard of a Station Commander?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes, but I don't know what a Station Commander is all about.

ADV SANDI: Do you know if there was a Station Commander in Stutterheim?

MRS ZAMKANA: I would hear about him, but I never saw him.

ADV SANDI: According to your knowledge was he interested in the actions of the police?

MRS ZAMKANA: No.

ADV SANDI: Did you hear of a Station Commander trying to bring order to the behaviour of the police?

MRS ZAMKANA: No. When these things happened, we never thought they would happen to us.

ADV SANDI: How old do you think Vusumzi is? Do you think maybe his is as old as one of your children?

MRS ZAMKANA: Madoda is younger than Vusumzi.

ADV SANDI: Would he be young enough to be your child?



MRS ZAMKANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How did you feel when you were assaulted by someone who was young enough to be your own child?

MRS ZAMKANA: It was terrible. When he was assaulting me, I had to call him father because of the way he was
treating me.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRMAN: Mrs Zamkana, you've made requests before the Commission, is that so?

MRS ZAMKANA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: What did you request?

MRS ZAMKANA: If the Commission could help with my children's education.

CHAIRMAN: How old are they?

MRS ZAMKANA: The one was born in 1981 and the other in 1990.

CHAIRMAN: Ma'am, ours is to investigate the matter and take your requests before the President. However, right now
we would like to thank you for the evidence that you have given before the Commission.

You look a dignified mother in the Xhoza community. What you have told us today of your torture, even as an elderly
lady, we've heard about his form of torture where a plastic bag would be put over a person's head for suffocation, it is
painful to hear that this happened to you as well.

Also the fact that this matter was discussed in a court that was false where you had no representation. In this country this
was common. Thank you for having come here today and giving us a clear story, divulging all to a point where you
wept.

We trust that even before (indistinct) today. It is sad that Sipho Ntebe passed away, because we would have liked to
thank him, because even amongst the police of Stutterheim at the time, someone was kind enough to show you a bit of
kindness.

Thank you, you may step down. We would ask Mr Redpath to come forward please. Is Qalisele here? He is definitely
not here Mr Redpath.

MR REDPATH: Mr Chairperson, my response on behalf of the implicated person, Vusumzi Kule is the same as I've
given twice this morning.

To indicate the witness' version has now expanded to include a minimum of two other policemen who were at least
present when she was allegedly suffocated. That would render them to be alleged perpetrators as well, we would need to
investigate that.

Mr Chairperson, I do however have some documentary information for the Commission in respect of the witness
Zamkana's allegation that she was assaulted and the manner of the assault, the alleged perpetrator was charged for this
offence, he was tried before a court of law, a proper court of law and he was acquitted.

I have the necessary correspondence in relation to that case which I would seek to make available to the Commission as
of today.

I have nothing further at this stage.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for that assistance Mr Redpath and thank you for your appearance before the



Commission today. That concludes the matters for today, does it?

MR REDPATH: I have one more.

CHAIRMAN: One more after lunch? We have to adjourn for lunch now. I am sorry to be detaining you further, but we
will take that as the first matter after lunch.

MR REDPATH: As the Committee pleases Mr Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. We adjourn until two o'clock.

COMMITTEE ADJOURNS UNTIL TWO O'CLOCK.

--------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Oh, Okay. Ntsikelelo Wellington Solani, please stand up.

NTSIKELO WELLINGTON SOLANI: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: Nomava Lillian Mzinzi.

NOMAVA LILIAN MZINZI: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Nomondi, Peggy Nomzanga.

NOMONDI PEGGY NOMZANGA: (sworn states).

CHAIRPERSON: Mpumeleli Elias Dara.

MPUMELELI ELIAS DARA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: I’ll hand you over to Ms Maya who will lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission. Thank
you Mr Chairperson.

MS MAYA: Mr Solani, I will start with you. You are going to tell us a story about yourself, about what happened to
you on the 26th of December 1991, in Masele Township, in Zwelitsha. Can you please tell what happened, what was
happening between the ANC and the ADM and what happened to you?

MR SOLANI: There was conflict in the township.

MS MAYA: Please come nearer to the mike.

MR SOLANI: The police came looking for me. I was at home in the village. Different people were being taken by the
police. I was one of the people. They were beating us.

MS MAYA: The conflict, what was it all about ?

MR SOLANI: It was a conflict between the ANC and ADM.

MS MAYA: In 1991.

MR SOLANI: Yes, in 1991.



MS MAYA: What was the reason for this ?

MR SOLANI: The two organizations did not understand each other, they were in conflict.

MS MAYA: You mentioned that this issue was concerning the headman. You also mentioned that a certain headman
was murdered. What was his name ?

MR SOLANI: It was Mbambani Xakani.

MS MAYA: Were you accused of taking part in killing a headman ?.

MR SOLANI: Yes, I found out that I was accused of killing a headman.

MS MAYA: Did you have any knowledge about this ?

MR SOLANI: No, I knew nothing about this.

MS MAYA: Who came to take you at home ?

MR SOLANI: I was on my way home, I was then arrested.

MS MAYA: Who was beating you ?

MR SOLANI: The soldiers.

MS MAYA: Did they meet you on the way and beat you, or did they take you somewhere to beat you ?

MR SOLANI: They took me with their van and they took us somewhere to beat us.

MS MAYA: Where ?

MR SOLANI: Around the village. They would take us from a police van to another in a certain house.

MS MAYA: Who was the owner of the house ?

MR SOLANI: Njapa was the owner of the house.

MS MAYA: Who was this Njapa ?

MR SOLANI: People would be taken to that house when they arrested. Maybe we will go back to that issue.

MS MAYA: You were arrested, beaten and you got injured. Please tell us about that.

MR SOLANI: I got injured when I was taken from one van to another van.

MS MAYA: Do you know the people that assaulted you ?

MR SOLANI: No, I did not know them.

MS MAYA: Were they soldiers or police ?

MR SOLANI: The were soldiers.

MS MAYA: The injuries you sustained, what are the injuries you sustained ?

MR SOLANI: I have, my eye got injured and I cannot see clearly and I have bru, I have injuries in my body.



MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge ?

MR SOLANI: No.

MS MAYA: Did you go to an attorney ?

MR SOLANI: No.

MS MAYA: Did you go to hospital to be treated ?

MR SOLANI: No, they just told me to take my eye out.

MS MAYA: Did they manage to do that ?

MR SOLANI: No, they did not.

MS MAYA: Where you a member of an organization ? Where you a member of a political organization or a residents
organization in your community ?

MR SOLANI: I was a member of the ANC.

MS MAYA: What was the reason for this to happen ?

MR SOLANI: I think the reason was this conflict between the ANC and the ADM.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Sir. Do you have a request to this Commission , Sir ?

MR SOLANI: Yes, I do. Because I have one eye now, I would like the Government to see what to do for me.

MS MAYA: Is that all ?.

N W SOLANI: Yes, that is all.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Sir. I will hand over to the Chairperson when I’m finished with all your testimonies.

MS MAYA: Mrs Mzinzi, you’re also from Masele Township ?

MRS MZINZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Your incident also happened on the 27th of December 1991 ?

MRS MZINZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: You’re going to talk about your mother-in-law, Nancy Vera Mzinzi who died when she was 73 years old,
but during this incident she was 68 years old.

MRS MZINZI: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Please tell us what happened.

MRS MZINZI: My mother-in-law was taking her son, who was not well, to the doctor. Her mental step-son. While he
was on the way to take a taxi, she met the soldiers. There were men who were together with the soldiers. These men
pointed her out to the soldiers, saying that she must be beaten by these soldiers. She was beaten by sjamboks, by the
soldiers. After that, she then took a taxi to King William’s Town. She took another taxi from King William’s Town to
Ginsburg to visit her daughter.



MS MAYA: The men who pointed at her, did you know them before ?

MRS MZINZI: No I did not know them because I was new in the village. These men, because my mother-in-law was
from Port Elizabeth, one of the men who pointed her out was also from Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: Where they members of any organization ?

MRS MZINZI: Yes, they were members of ADM.

MS MAYA: Your mother-in-law, in which organization was she ?

MRS MZINZI: She was an ANC member.

MS MAYA: Do you know the reason why they assaulted her ?

MRS MZINZI: I think she was assaulted because she was a woman who was a member, a leading member of the
Women’s League.

MS MAYA: How did she, how was she injured ?

MRS MZINZI: She was injured and she got injured in the head. They were beating her with sjamboks and batons.

MS MAYA: At the time of her assault, was there anybody who tried to stop the soldiers ?

MRS MZINZI: No, nobody tried to stop them.

MS MAYA: But, there were witnesses who saw the people who did this ?

MRS MZINZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Where did your mother-in-law get treatment ?

MRS MZINZI: She got treatment in Grey Hospital. She was then, she went to Livingstone in Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: When did she pass away ?

MRS MZINZI: She passed away because as she was beaten in the head, she suffered pain since then.

MS MAYA: When did she die ?

MRS MZINZI: She died in 1996. She could not do anything for herself.

MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge, or did you go to any lawyers for legal advice?

MRS MZINZI: She did approach the attorneys, but nothing came out of it.

MS MAYA: Which attorneys are these ?

MRS MZINZI: Mr Tavata, Smith & van Heerden.

MS MAYA: Nothing happened about the case ?

MRS MZINZI: No.

MS MAYA: Nomondi, would you like to say something ?

NOMONDI: Yes, I would like to say something. According to what I know about my mother. My mother came to me in



Ginsburg. She said that my daughter, my child, before I die, I would like to say this. I did not expect her to, to live,
because I thought that she was going to die at that same time. She said that pet, can you see what the Ciskeian soldiers
did to me. Do you know Moffat Mputo. I am here to-day and I have been assaulted because of him. He his the one who
pointed me out to the soldiers of Ciskei, saying that I’m the cause of the conflict in the village. She said that I’m dying
because I’m a member of ANC Youth, ANC Women’s League. He said that I came with politics from Port Elizabeth.

MS MAYA: Did you know Moffat Mputo before ?

NOMONDI: No, I did not know him, but I made some investigations. I found out that he was from Mount Cook.

MS MAYA: Where is he now ?

NOMONDI: Someone showed me Mr Mputo in town. I can identify him if I can see him.

MS MAYA: Is there anything else you want to add to what you’ve already said?

NOMONDI: I don’t want to waste time because after all this I took him to Grey Hospital. That is where he was
photographed by the media and we took these photographs to Smith & Tavata.

MS MAYA: You mentioned Wendy, Lindiswa and Luyiswa. Can you please tell us about these children.

NOMONDI: The 2 children, who, there’s 2 girls and my brother whose being supported by my mother. My brother gets
a pension grant. These children are my brother’s children. They were staying with my mother because their father
passed away.

MS MAYA: How old are they ?

NOMONDI: I took them because when my mother passed away.

MS MAYA: How old are they Ma’am ?

NOMONDI: The first one was born 1982, the other one 1985.

MS MAYA: Can you please mention their names, because we have 3 names.

NOMONDI: Nomsa, Nomsa is my sister’s child who also passed away.

MS MAYA: Are they all at school ?

NOMONDI: Nomsa is not at school but she’s still very young.

MS MAYA: Do you have any other requests to the Commission ?.

NOMONDI: I do have a request to the Commission. I would like the Commission to assist us in these three, three
children who were being supported by my mother. As I am married now, I cannot support them.

MS MAYA: Mrs Mzinzi, would you like to add something ?.

MRS MZINZI: My request is the same. I would like these 3 children to be educated.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I will hand over to the Chairperson after I’ve finished with all of you.

MS MAYA: Mr Dara, you also from Masele Township.

MR DARA: Yes.



MS MAYA: You were also affected on 27th of December 1991. You were beaten with sticks and sjamboks by the
soldiers. What was happening ?

MR DARA: The police came at home on the 27th of December 1991. They took us near the school. When we got to the
school, they would take us and transfer us to the casspir while beating us. They would make us lay down under the
chairs and they were assaulting us all this time. They said that I was a Chairperson.

MS MAYA: When you say that you were taken by the police, who was with you?

MR DARA: Everybody in the village was taken by these police.

MS MAYA: What was the reason for this ?

MR DARA: The reason was that a house belonging to Xhanga family was burnt down. The soldiers were staying there.
It was burnt down on the 26th of December. These police were asking us about this incident.

MS MAYA: Were you a member of any political organization ?

MR DARA: I was a member of ANC. The family of, the Xhanga family was a member of ADM.

MS MAYA: In other words, the members of ADM were helping the Ciskeian soldiers ?

MR DARA: Yes.

MS MAYA: What happened to you after that ?

MR DARA: They said that I’m the Chairperson and I must tell them who burnt down Mr Xhanga’s home and I was not
a Chairperson.

MS MAYA: After these assaults, were you arrested ?

MR DARA: Yes, I was arrested. They took me to Tamara Police Station. We were then transferred to Thimbaza
because Tamara Police Station was full. On the 31st of December we were then released.

MS MAYA: The people who assault, assaulted you, did you know them ?

MR DARA: No, I did not know them, but they were soldiers.

MS MAYA: Did you get any medical treatment ?.

MR DARA: Yes, I did.

MS MAYA: Do you still have medical documents ?

MR DARA: I don’t know because my home burnt down. A flame burst in my home, so I don’t know whether the
documents are still there.

MS MAYA: Did you lay a charge ?.

MR DARA: No, I did not.

MS MAYA: Did you go to any attorneys ?

MR DARA: No, I did not. I cannot support myself, I cannot work like before and I would like the Government to assist
me financially because I am not working.



MS MAYA: Do you have children ?

MR DARA: Yes, I have 5 children.

MS MAYA: Do you remember their ages ?

MR DARA: I don’t remember, but my first- born was borne in 1980.

MS MAYA: We will come back to you for those details. Is that all you wanted to say ?

MR DARA: I would also like to know the perpetrators who did this to me.

MS MAYA: You will also be, like to be helped concerning your children.

MR DARA: Yes.

MS MAYA: I thank all of you. I hand over to the Chairperson, maybe you will be asked questions. Reverend Xundu.

REV. XUNDU: Mr Stsikelelo Solani concerning your requests, you said that you would like a wife. Would you like us
to pay lobola for you ?

MR SOLANI: If that is possible, I would like you to do that.

REV. XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, I just wanted to know that. We thank you people from Masele. We’ve
noted your requests concerning the conflict between the ANC and the ADM. We will also look at your requests. Thank
you, you may go back to your seats.
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MS MAYA: Zanyiwe Evelyn Matyolo please stand up. Zanyiwe Evelyn ZANYIWE EVELYN MATYOLO: (sworn
states).

MS MAYA: We welcome you, Mrs Matyolo. We will ask Mr Ntsiki Sandi to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR SANDI: Let me start by greeting you, Mrs Matyolo. You are here to talk about your son, Zalisile Ernest Matyolo.

MRS MATYOLO: He was my brother.

MR SANDI: What was he doing. Was he at school or was he working.

MRS MATYOLO: He was working at the time.

MR SANDI: You say that he was attacked and he was killed. Where did this happen ?.

MRS MATYOLO: It happened in Zwelitsha, Zone 8.

MR SANDI: Do you remember the year of the incident ?.

MRS MATYOLO: Yes, it was in 1985.

MR SANDI: Who killed him ?.

MRS MATYOLO: Inkatha members killed him.

MR SANDI: Let me hand over to you Mrs Matyolo to explain to us what happened this day.

MRS MATYOLO: They have been looking for him at home in the evenings. On the first day he was sleeping. My
children could hear their car. One of my sister’s child went out. Zalisile had a balaclava on. They came inside the house
because he had a balaclava on his face they could not identify him. They asked us where Zalisile was. My mother did
not respond. They went to the room where he was sleeping. They asked him where Zalisile was. He said that he was the
one who ran away. On the second day, they came looking for him but he was not at home. On the third day Zalisile was
not sleeping at home because he was afraid of Inkatha but they managed to find him near a church in Zone 9 where they
were hiding. They chased them to the river. When they got him, they assaulted him. Tapile was one of the people who
were there. They then attacked him. One eye was injured. His teeth were out. They broke his arms. They also broke his
legs. They then cut the spinal cord because they said that they wanted him to die. People said that he was crying all this
time. One of the people who did this passed in my home in the morning and told my mother that we’ve killed that dog.



My mother went out looking for him. We followed my mother. When we arrived near the river my mother was already
there. We went to her. The police were already there. They were taking photographs, asking who killed him.

I said don’t ask because you know that it was Inkatha people who killed him because they were assaulting people at that
time. I asked people from Zone 8 that why did they say that they did not see anything. People then said that Tapile was
amongst the people who attacked him. His legs were broken. The police apologized to us because the children were
stoning them at the time. They said that they were going to talk to these people. They were going to take the corpse to
Mr Sebe so that he could see what Inkatha was doing to the people. We went back home. When we arrived at home the
investigators came saying that they wanted us to give them a statement. We said that they must go to Inkatha to get a
statement. People from Zwelithsa then got together and marched to Mabona. We stayed at home. My mother got sick.
After that incident she could not do anything for herself. We stayed at home and that afternoon when the people came to
pray for us at home, the soldiers came with the police. They teargassed people. On that very same day but in the evening
we heard that there was a march to Mabona but when they arrived there in the police station all their weapons were
taken from them. They were then arrested. The soldiers were dispersing people who attended prayers at home. After
three days Mr Mabona together with Mr Pityi and Mr Jonas came saying that they were sent by the Government. They
said that the Government was going to give my mother R3000-00 and they offered to bury Zalisile. They also told us
that people attending the funeral must not be over 250 in number. My mother then refused this offer. She said that
Zalisile was not working for the Government, he was working for the people. He thanked them. He said that if he cannot
afford to bury him she will try to see what to do. She refused their offer. Mr Mabona, Mr Pityi and Mr Jonas then left.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Matyholo, Mr Pityi and Mr Jonas, where they working for the Government ?.

MRS MATYOLO: They were Members of Parliament at that time.

MR SANDI: They were members of Sinip

MRS TYOLO: Yes.

MR SANDI Where are they now ?

MRS MATYOLO: They are still around.

MR SANDI: Please continue Ma’am.

MRS MATYOLO: After that Mr Jonas said that my mother was supposed to take this money from them. My mother
said that she’s got people who know her. They will come and attend the funeral. She will not listen to their condition
that not more than 250 people are allowed. On the day of the funeral, many people attended the funeral. We went to the
Roman Catholic Church. When we got there we were teargassed by the police. People were sjamboked. The soldiers
took the coffin and the coffin fell down. Even the Reverend ran away. Everybody ran away. We went to the toilet. We
locked the toilet because we were scared. I’ve forgotten the name of the father who was there at the time. We could not
go to the, we could not bury him. The soldiers then left. After that, they were all around the township in Zwelithsa. We
left the coffin in the church because we could not do anything. It was myself and my sister. The father tried to arrange
for us to go to town. While we were on our way to Zone 8 we met the police. They asked us, where are you going ?
Why did you leave the coffin behind. We told them that we cannot do anything because the soldiers were beating us.

The police told us to go back and take the coffin so that we can go and bury my brother. It was myself, Dilie Mabega
and one woman by the surname of Mazalenie. We met my brother on our way. We took the coffin out of the church. We
took it outside. The father then came. He prayed. The father prayed. After the prayer, we were taken by a lorry to the
graveyard. I think people who were there were about 25. The soldiers dispersed teargas again. The driver then opened
the door. He could not control the lorry because of the teargas. People ran away. Only 5 people were left. One guy, Mr
Klipo from Zone 10 went to the graveyard with us. I think at that time we were about 10 or 15 in number. When we
arrived at the graveyard there were police all over. There was a hole, a big hole. I think they dug the hole so that if they
shot any people they would bury them in that hole. We sang the national anthem Nkosi Sikelele Afrika. We buried him
then went back home.



The police said that people were not supposed to go and eat the food that was prepared at home. We then went to Smith
and Tabata to lay a charge although that case did not continue. My mother got sick, my uncle got sick. All of us, we lost
our jobs. After Zalisile died we buried 7 people in our family. His children are suffering because there is no money at
home. We cannot afford. Zalisile was the breadwinner. Those people who were sentenced. Some they were sentenced to
8 years but they did not serve their sentences. They are working for the Government. They were hired by the
Government after 3 months of the incident. That is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Matyholo. You have told us a very sad story. It is very painful to listen to such a tragic
story. The damage that happened in Ciskei, it is clear that people were destroyed. We sometimes ask ourselves, why do
these people do such things. Where are Zalisile’s children Ma’am ?.

MRS MATYOLO: They are both doing Standard 10.

MR SANDI: Are they staying with you ?.

MRS MATYOLO: No they are staying with their mothers but we are supporting them.

MR SANDI: Mrs Mathyholo, do you have a request before the Commission.

MRS MATYOLO: Yes, I do Sir. First of all I would like his children to be educated because they did not even receive a
grant. Secondly, after Zalisile’s death, at home we suffered. His children come to me asking for money but I’m not
working. I’m not employed. I cannot afford to support them. Thirdly, there is a street named after him in Zwelithsa but I
would like a stadium to be built under his name so that we can remember him. He was not buried in a proper way. My
mother went after a week so that she can just see his grave.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Matyholo.

I will now hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSION: Mrs Matyolo, I don’t think there are any more questions. It was very painful for us to listen to your
story but we thank you for coming here and presenting the story to us.

Mr Sandi has already said that your story is a very sad and tragic story but we thank you for coming forward to tell your
story to this country, so that we cannot forget people who sacrificed their lives.

We have noted your requests about your brother’s children and about the stadium you mentioned. We will look at your
requests so that when we compile our report, his name will be mentioned as one of the people who are to be honoured
because they took part in the struggle of this country. Thank you Mrs Matyholo, you may go back to your seat .



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 14.05.1997

NAME: ZODWA PATSA

CASE: EC0930/96KWT

HELD AT: KING WILLIAM’S TOWN

DAY 3 ______________________________________________________________

JEREMIAH NDUDULA: (sworn states)

CHAIRPERSON: Could I find out whether Mr, Mrs Adams Black... Is Mr Dorrington here ?. Thank you. Could I call in
also Mr Zodwa Patsa.

ZODWA PATSA: (sworn states).

REV XUNDU: I’ll start with you, Zodwa. According to your statement, Zodwa, in connection with the disorder at the
time, won’t you tell us briefly, so that you give us a mental picture of what was happening.

MRS PATSA: It was in 1985. My son, Vuyani Patsa passed away. He was at school at Nompendulo. He was doing
standard 6. I was at home and I heard someone calling out in a loud speaker, somebody saying that all the parents with
children at Nompendulo must go to the police station with R40-00.

REV XUNDU: The name of the school please ?.

MRS PATSA: Nompendulo. We had to take R40-00. That is exactly what I did. I went to the police station. It must
have been about 5 o’clock in the afternoon. I went there. It was after the June holidays, in July. It was towards the
evening. There were a lot of children there, in a queue. Some were wet. I got there and I asked about my son. I tried to
look in the queues, I could not see mine. I could not see my own child even as I carried on looking. As I was going, I
went to the police station and this policeman asked what I was doing there. I said I’m looking for a child. This man then
said I must go and look at Buffalo. Don’t you know that your children have not been well brought up. I could connect
the fact that I had to go to the Buffalo River and the other kids were drenching wet. I wasn’t sure what was happening. I
just went to the police station with the R40-00 as instructed. The father of the child was in Johannesburg and we were
staying together, just the 2 of us. I would go from house to house, asking the other children about my son and some of
the parents would just say, the Principal called the police, their children had a meeting. The Principal called the police
and the police beat the children up. It was at night, I didn’t know what to do, then I thought perhaps I should go back to
the policeman, police station. The other kids were bailed out on R40-00. I went back and they said that they don’t know
where he was. I was told to go to sleep. I could not even sleep, I did not know what to do. It seemed as if dawn was not
going to strike because I wanted to go back to the police station to find out about my child. The next morning I went to
the school. I waited until school started and tried to see if my child was not going to walk through the school gates.

REV XUNDU: I hear your detail Ma’am, you looked for your child and you did not find your child until what happened
?.

MRS PATSA: There were other people looking for their children as well who had not come back from the school.
When I got there, I got information that lifesavers would go and look for the children at the river. I must go home. When
I got home, the father phoned, asked how the previous night was. He said that he could not sleep the previous



night. He said that he had the feeling that his own child had died. Apparently, 3 girls were found by the lifesavers. I
phoned Radio Ciskei so that they could help me find my child. I found my child on the third week.

REV XUNDU: Was he found in the river ?.

MRS PATSA: He was found in the river.

REV XUNDU: Where was he found ?

MRS PATSA: He was, he was found on the river banks. There were trees not far from the river banks that he was just
hung on. His watch, he was still wearing his watch which.. and there was nothing wrong with his watch. He had his
clothes on. We could see that he was in water once. The father asked where they found my child. They were referred to
the police station in King William’s Town. My husband was not referred to the Buffalo River.

REV XUNDU: Therefore you suspect that this child pushed at the river banks the previous night before he was found.

MRS PATSA: Yes.

MR XUNDU: Was there a court case ?. Did you go to a legal representative ?

MRS PATSA: There were young men that would come to my home that said they were UDF members. They said that
Vugano was a UDF member. They were then collecting money that they would take to Smith, so that he could represent
us legally.

REV XUNDU: Did you take a statement to Smith ?.

MRS PATSA: Yes, I did.

REV XUNDU: What did you say to the statement and what happened ?.

MRS PATSA: We found Vuyani on the Wednesday and on the Thursday we had to bury him. I forgot to say that
actually it was on a Tuesday that we found him and were forced to bury him on the Thursday. The police forced us.

REV XUNDU Did you bury him ?.

MRS PATSA: No, we didn’t, we requested 4 days. It was stipulated by the police that there should only be 100 people
at the funeral. We then went with Zemi, together with the father. We said that we were waiting on money that our
relatives was going to bring. We had no money for the funeral.

REV XUNDU: Did the police not bring any disorder into your home ?

MRS PATSA: They did, because my children said they’re not going to leave on the Friday. There was a big tent. The
children were not allowed to go into the gate. There were buses. The children were beaten up in the buses.

REV XUNDU: Was there a death certificate ? What did the doctor say ?

MRS PATSA: The attorney, Smith said that there should be a post-mortem conducted. He was taken there, in East
London. Smith then told us the results, that he’d had sustained head injuries and we could see that there was an
operation that took place on his head.

REV XUNDU: Ma’am, your story is very painful. What are your requests before the State President ?.

MRS PATSA: My issue is very painful. Vuyani was my only child. I had no other child. It took a long time for it to sink
in that he’d passed on. For a while it felt like he’d gone on holiday and he was gonna come back. If the Commission
would give me some form of compensation. My health deteriorated since he passed away. Even the father was badly
affected. I have diabetes and high blood pressure. There is nothing I can do. I had a



small business. I can no longer have that. My husband was a taxi-man but he cannot work well either. I need the
Commission to help me with some form of compensation and I also need a tombstone.

REV XUNDU: Is there something else, Ma’am ?.

MRS PATSA: No Sir.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Ma’am. I’ve forgotten something Ma’am. Where there any perpetrators found ?.

MRS PATSA: No. I would like to know who murdered my child and to know who had my child in custody and why.
Thank you.

 

 

 

 

 

 

REV XUNDU: Jeremiah Ndudula. Mr Chairperson, please wait Sir. Sir I would like you briefly to tell us your story. I
will then ask you questions to help you with your testimony. What was happening in the Township during this time?.

MR NDUDULA: Mr Chairperson, in 1985, before June, after our mid-year exams.

REV XUNDU: Is it 1985 or 1984 because in your statement you mentioned 1984.

MR NDUDULA: I thought you said that I must start from 1985. Can I start in 1984 ?.

REV XUNDU: Yes.

MR NDUDULA: In 1984, I was a student at Nonceba School. I was a member of the Congress of South African
Students, was a member of the Executive Committee. It was the start of a boycott that year in the Zwelisha area, where
students demanding SRSC’s. The police the Ciskeian police then harassed us but they failed, because, but they managed
to arrange, to arrest some of the comrades but I was not arrested at the time, I was arrested when we were arrested as
students in Nonceba School. Here in Ciskei you would be arrested and you would be required to pay a certain amount of
money in order

to be released. I moved from Nonceba because of harassment, I then went to Nompendulo High School in 1985. When I
already started at Nompendulo High School we tried to work together with the comrades who were at the school. The
police did not stop harassing us because some of the security police, some of them were Mr Kolela Shebine Moss and
others. They tried to assault me and harass me all the time. I could not stay at home but they could not find me because I
was not staying at home. They were looking for me all the time. In 1985, May, after our mid-year exams, the students
were about to go to their holidays. They tried to boycott classes. There was a campaign, we were trying to install and
SRC in our schools. We had negotiations with the Management, the Police, but it was later decided to close the schools
but nothing happened at that time. We were harassed all this time. The police were looking for us but unfortunately for
them, they could not find us.

REV XUNDU: Excuse me Sir, I want to go back to where you say that you had a meeting at Dutch Reformed Church.
You were arrested in Mdanstane. You appeared in a court of law. Is that correct ?.



MR NDUDULA: I’m still coming to that point Sir.

REV XUNDU: I’m not trying to cut you short, but I want you to finish your story.

MR NDUDULA: On the 19th of July, when the schools were re-opened, we started a boycott again in our schools,
demanding SRC. On the 22nd, we were not attending school at that time, but we were within the premises of the school.
We were boycotting classes but we were attending school. On the 22nd, the Ciskeian Police were surrounding our
school in the morning. They came with their trucks. We tried to negotiate with them, together with their inspectors.
They told us to leave the school premises. We told them, we cannot do that because what they will do to us if we can
leave the school premises. They will assault us. While we were still busy negotiating with them, at about 12 midday,
one police by the name of Mr Tsio, together with Mr Ndwengo, another policeman.

REV XUNDU: Mr Tsio, was he a Magistrate or a police ?.

MR NDUDULA: He was a security policeman.

REV XUNDU: You also mentioned a Magistrate.

MR NDUDULA: I don’t know about a Magistrate. Mr Tsio was a security police, not a Magistrate. There was another
Major Umgwendu. They came to the premises of the school. Our leaders tried to negotiate with them, telling them that
we cannot leave the school premises. The students will be victimized when we leave the school premises. Tsio opened
the gate instructing the police to go in the school premises. After that, the students ran away. There was a river, a
Buffalo River near our school. The students were beaten by the sjamboks. The police were beating them. It was when
the comrades were chased to the Buffalo River, Ncholo Pango, Mlandeli Bota and Vuyani Patsa and Dombe Kaia.

REV XUNDU: At this time, where were you ?.

MR NDUDULA: I followed them near the sports ground, to the sports ground since the Buffalo is next to the sports
ground. We saw that the students were assaulted by the police, some of them were 14 years old and some of them were
less than 14 years old. I then went back. The police took us and they locked us in the classrooms. You will be taken to
the classrooms, 200 of us will be taken to one classroom and they will lock us there. They then took us to the police
station. I changed my name, because they knew me as Jeremiah, I gave them my Xhosa name. Some of our leaders
survived this and they tried to contact attorneys.

REV XUNDU: Were you arrested on that day ?.

MR NDUDULA: Yes, we were arrested. We were taken to the police station. They took a loudspeaker and they went to
the township, saying that the children were arrested. People have come with, have to bring R40-00.

REV XUNDU: Were you also released ?

MR NDUDULA: Yes, I was released because I told my mother not to call me by name Jeremiah, that why, how I
managed to be released.

REV XUNDU: How were you violated ? When were you violated after that ?

MR NDUDULA: After that, we were not happy in the township. There was chaos in the township. In August and
October in 1985, we were still discussing the issue of going back to school in the Dutch Reformed Church. We had a
meeting there. We were trying to discuss this issue. The police, the Ciskeian police came in. I was also arrested on that
occasion. We were taken to Mdanstane prison. We were about 410.

REV XUNDU: Did you notice any police ?

MR NDUDULA: Major Ungani was the one who was commanding them. He was a Commander at the time.

REV XUNDU: Is he still around ?



MR NDUDULA: Yes, he is still around. In 1986 I was also harassed by the police. The situation was not stable at that
time. After March of that year, I was at a conference of the NECC in Durban. We got a report back that we must go
back to school. We tried to go back to school.

REV XUNDU: Let us now go back to 1987. You were then arrested again.

MR NDUDULA: Yes, in 1987 I was arrested at night, but I’m not sure about the day. The police which was involved in
this arrest, was Mr Kolela, Ace Kojela.

REV XUNDU: Did you know these people before ?

MR NDUDULA: Yes, I knew them before, but they were looking for me, but they wouldn’t find me. They took me
from Mr Ndoni’s, near Mr Ndoni’s house. Mr Kolela was the driver. He took out a gun.

REV XUNDU: Is Kolela a first name or a surname ?

MR NDUDULA: It is his surname. We then went, we drove to Tamarha. In the morning they took me to Zone 6. When
we got there, they took me to the white people, here in King William’s Town. I was interrogated and asked about that
meeting. There were other young men who were also arrested from Masele. They asked me about a meeting, a boysco
meeting. I tried to answer them, but what they did is that they tied me in a chair, they tried to gas me. At about half past
4 they released me. I went back home. The harassment continued until 1988. In 1988, Moshe Archie Mashibini were
looking for me, together with my friend, because they found documents in the banned litertature of ANC Communist
Party and Umkonto weSizwe, but they couldn’t arrest us, concerning that matter, because we went to Stutterheim(?)
That is why they couldn’t find us.

What was painful is that, all this time we were not sleeping at our homes. We were students at the time.

REV XUNDU: Thank you then. Were you able to continue with your education under such circumstances ?

MR NDUDULA: Yes, I managed to complete my matric.

REV XUNDU: What would you like us to report to the President about what happened?. In other words, what are your
requests to this Commission ?. What would you like us to do for the community as you have already mentioned in your
document. You mentioned a memorial stone.

MR NDUDULA: First of all, because all these things happened in the township, I would like the Commission to look
into my requests, the requests I’ve already mentioned. I would like memorial stone to be erected at our school, because
it is where we were gathering. We named that place a freedom square. Thank you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you , what is your other request ?

MR NDUDULA: I think that it would be important for the community of Zwelitsha to have a Community Centre.

REV XUNDU : Did you lay a charge, or did you contact any attorneys concerning this matter ?

MR NDUDULA: We contacted Mr Thabata, concerning this.

REV XUNDU: What is happening in your case ?

MR NDUDULA: Nothing is happening at this time and I would also like the Commission to follow this, to investigate,
especially at what happened at Nompendulo. We would like a case to be opened, to be, so that we can find answers at
what was happening there.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, let me hand over to you.



CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Tiny Maya ?

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Mr Ndudula, I have few questions for you to try and get some clarity in
certain issues. In these different occasions you said that you were arrested in 1984, 1985 and 1987. You also mentioned
various names of people. I would like you to specify who arrested you in 1984. Who were involved ?.

MR NDUDULA: In 1984. In 1984, the police who were involved who were the security police in Ciskei, were Moss,
Mashibeni, Kolela, Archi and Ulani.

MS MAYA: Thank you. You’ve already mentioned the names I was going to ask you about. Mr Moss, Mr Kolela and
Mr Mashibeni, the 3 of them are involved in 1984, 1985 and 1987?.

In 1985. Let us concentrate on the 3 of them. In 1985, were they involved?

MR NDUDULA: They were part of the investigating team. They were investigating people who were politically active.

MS MAYA: These people, they arrested you, they tortured you, in 1984. Were you tortured in 1984 or were you
assaulted ?

MR NDUDULA: They were just harassing me. In 1984, we were arrested as a group.

MS MAYA: Did they torture you ?.

MR NDUDULA: No.

MS MAYA: In 1985, in 1985, they did not assault you ?.

MR NDUDULA: No.

MS MAYA: In 1987 ?

MR NDUDULA: It was in 1986 and in 1987. Kolela got me in 1987, others, they did not get me.

MS MAYA: What did Kolela do to you in 1987 ?

MR NDUDULA: He took me to Tamarha in 1987, he left me in Zone 6. In Zone 6, you would know who was beating
you, because they would blindfold you with the tee-shirts of UDF. It is difficult to identify them.

MS MAYA: After they’ve taken you to Tamarha or Zone 6, what did he do to you, or what would you, what do you
believe he did to you ?.

MR NDUDULA: He arrested me.

MS MAYA: You did not see him assaulting you ?.

MR NDUDULA: I couldn’t, because I was blindfolded.

MS MAYA: But you believe that he was one of the people who were assaulting you.

MR NDUDULA: Yes, I think so, as he was the person who arrested me.

MS MAYA: But you didn’t see him?

MR NDUDULA: No.

MS MAYA: After he took you to Zone 6, what did he do to you, what else did he do to you ?



MR NDUDULA: What do you mean Ma’am ?

MS MAYA: Did he torture you ?

MR NDUDULA: They were looking for me all the time.

MS MAYA: When were you released in 1987 ?

MR NDUDULA: They took me to Zone 6 at about 8 in the morning. They took me from Tamarha to Zone 6 at that
time. I was released after 4.

MS MAYA: All this time, were they assaulting you ?

MR NDUDULA: They assaulted me for a certain period and they stopped, because the students were toytoying in
Amasele. They had to go there.

MS MAYA: How were they torturing you ?.

MR NDUDULA: They would tie you in a chair and I was tortured by electric shocks while I was blindfolded.

MS MAYA: Where did they electrify you ?

MR NDUDULA: In my hands and in my legs.

MS MAYA: Who did you see ?. Who was doing this to you ?

MR NDUDULA: The problem is that I did not know all the police who were in the security force in Zone 6. It is
difficult for me to say their names, but I can identify them if I can see them.

MS MAYA: You mentioned Kolela. Did you see him hit these people ?.

MR NDUDULA: Yes, I would see him sometimes.

MS MAYA: What about Moss, what did he do to you ?

MR NDUDULA: Moss was harassing me.

MS MAYA: How ?

MR NDUDULA: Because he would go and look for me at home. One day, they got me in Zone 10. I was there with my
friend, we were studying. They came in together with Mr Mashibini. At that time, they were looking for my friend.
They asked me whether I’m Jeremiah, I said no, but they did not arrest us at that time, they just said that we must stop
what we were doing.

MS MAYA: After that, did he do anything to you ?.

MR NDUDULA: What I can say is that they were harassing me, but they, the problem is that they wouldn’t get me,
because I was not sleeping at home from 1985 until 1988

MS MAYA: In other words, they would go and look for you at home, but they would not find you.

MR NDUDULA: Yes.

MS MAYA: Moss did not assault you in any way ?.

MR NDUDULA: No.



MS MAYA: What about Mashibini ?.

MR NDUDULA: Mashibini did not arrest me either, because I was running away from him.

MS MAYA: When you mentioned their names, you were just mentioning people who were looking for you at home,
except for Kolela, because you said that Kolela was part of the people who were torturing you.

MR NDUDULA: I mentioned these names, because I thought that these people were the ones that were harassing me in
my life. I could not stay at home like any other children, that is why I mentioned their names, because I knew them.

MS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Ndudula. Thank you, Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank both of you. Mr Dorrington will come forward and dispute what Mr Ndudula has said. That
is why Ms Maya asked these questions, because she wanted to be sure about what exactly happened, so that we can put
questions to Mr Dorrington. Thank you Ma’am. We thank you the your story you presented to us. We have also noted
your stories. You can now go back to you seat and we’ll request Mr Dorrington to come forward.

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Dorrington you are appearing for Mr Kolela, Mashibini and Mr Moss. Is that correct ?

MR DORRINGTON: That is correct, Mr Chairman, if I may, at this stage ... (interrupted)

CHAIRPERSON: Just before you start. You are aware of the oral evidence which has been given by the witness in this
case, Jeremiah Ndudula. I don’t think, as a Commission you’d want us, we want you to dwell on Mashibini and Moss. It
is clear from the oral evidence, that, the written evidence is being, been disputed by the witness himself, that he has
actually listed these as people who were, who assaulted him or who tortured him. Perhaps we should not waste our time
addressing those two issues, we would want to refer those back to the Commission for closer scrutiny, but the case of
Mr Kolela, perhaps that’s the one that you should address us on.

MR DORRINGTON: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman, if I may, at this stage, ask if Mr Kolela could come up
here himself. He’s prepared to answer any questions which may be put to him.

CHAIRPERSON: I’m very sorry, I meant calling him as well. I didn’t realize that he is present, Mr Kolela.

MR DORRINGTON: Mr Chairman, if I may also just place in...

CHAIRPERSON: Just like to place Mr Kolela under oath. Mr Kolela, could you stand up.

MR KOLELA: (sworn states)

MR DORRINGTON: Just want to place on record, that it’s difficult trying to prepare for something of this nature,
because unlike in a court case, one does not get a full docket of what is going to be said. A lot of what has been said
here to-day, is new to me and I think, new to Mr Kolela in the sense that this is the first time he’s heard the evidence. I
haven’t been able to consult in any regard as regards a lot of what has been said here this afternoon, but I have briefly
spoken to Mr Kolela and he has indicated that he is prepared to answer the questions which may be forthcoming,
because I don’t believe I’d be in a position to answer those questions, not having had the opportunity to consult in that



regard, but what

I, if I may make this submission, if I could possibly ask if questions could be asked of I, if I may make this submission,
if I could possibly ask if questions could be asked of him, instead of us addressing you on the issues, other than what
we’ve already placed on the statement. Thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you think it would make any difference if we allowed you some time to, to consult and take this
matter as a first matter after lunch ?.

MR DORRINGTON: Mr Chairman, from what I understand, my client is actually happy to answer the questions
himself.

CHAIRPERSON: Straight away, ok.

MR DORRINGTON: So, I think that it would be better for him to answer the questions in the sense that he has first
hand knowledge of the matters, but if I may just ask him. Mr Chairman, he’s happy to answer the questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Thank you for your co-operation, Mr Dorrington. We will require the, Mr
Kolela to just read very quickly, the statement into the record and then we will raise questions on the, on the statement.

MR KOLELA: I’m an adult male, presently employed with the police and I’m stationed at Pe... no, Mr Dorrington here
is a mistake somewhere.

MR DORRINGTON: There’s no mistake. Just say where you are stationed. Sorry, that is an error. Ok, just amend that.

MR KOLELA: I’m stationed at Zwelitsha at the present moment.

MR DORRINGTON: Ok, just tell them that.

MR KOLELA: I’m an adult male, presently employed with the police and I’m stationed at Zwelitsha. I hold the rank of
an Inspector. I’ve read the allegation that have been against me by Jeremiah Ndudula, and wish to respond as follows: I
do not know Mr Ndudula. During the years 1984 and 1987, I was employed as a member of the Ciskei Police Force.
During the course of my employment with the Ciskei Police Force, we were involved in a normal police duties, which
involve, amongst other things, at times, the search of certain homes and individuals. I do not, I do not recall searching
the home of Mr Ndudula. I in fact do not know where his home is. I have no knowledge of the arrest of Mr Ndudula in
1984 or allegedly cancelling his identity. I further have no knowledge of him and various colleagues being transported
to Mdanstane prison. I also have no knowledge of charges of an illegal gathering being brought against Mr Ndudula. As
mentioned above, I do not know Mr Ndudula. I also was never involved in assaulting him in any manner whatsoever at
Tamarha Police Station nor anywhere else. In respect to the allegation that in 1987 Mr Ndudula was arrested in
Zwelitsha and electric shocks were administered to him. I can only again state that I have absolutely no knowledge of
this. I was in no way involved in administering the, these electric shocks, nor torturing or beating him up at Tamarha
Police Station and, or Zwelitsha Security Police offices. I have no knowledge of these assaults and was not involved in
any manner whatsoever. That is all I have to state.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Kolela. Mr Ntsiki Sandi.

MR SANDI Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Kolela as a police who had a duty to interrogate people, what methods would
you use in this process of interrogating people ?.

MR KOLELA: There’s no other method, except for questioning a person. You would question a person for a long time.
He would sit in front of you and you would ask questions. Nothing else was done.

MR SANDI: Did you hear anything else except what you’ve mentioned. Did you hear of whether the police used other
methods of interrogating ?.



MR KOLELA: I did not see any other, but I would hear if the police intimidated someone and somebody would open a
case and the police be arrested This would not happen.

MR SANDI: Therefore, you never tortured anyone when you’re interrogating ?.

MR KOLELA: No.

MR SANDI: Would this happen before you ?.

MR KOLELA: No, I’ve never seen this.

MR SANDI: Would you hear screams and cries when somebody, if someone is being tortured when interrogated ?.

MR KOLELA: I’ve never heard of such.

MR SANDI: There’s thousands of people who say that they’ve been tortured and ill-treated by the police. Are you
saying that they are fabricating ?

MR KOLELA: What I’m saying Sir, is that in my particular office that I worked in, there were not thousands of people
who were tortured.

MR SANDI: If this would happen before you in your presence what would you do ?

MR KOLELA: If this would happen in my presence, the Commanding Officer in each office would be there. If I go and
report to the Commanding Officer and he does not anything about it, I can go to someone with even more authority. It
was my prerogative to report such cases.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, even if I have more questions, because of the time, I will cut short.

CHAIRPERSON: Sir, we are in a Reconciliation Commission, we are not interrogating you as in a court of law. We
need reconciliation. People were intimidated during the Sebe regime. As Mr Sandi said, there are a lot of people who
have testified as to the behaviour and the torture the police conducted upon the people. This was shocking. As so many
people testify like this and you say that you’ve never heard of such, then there’s a discrepancy and I don’t know if you
are helping us in reconciliation, but I’d like to ask, where were you on the incident of Nompendulo ?.

MR KOLELA: I’m here about the 1984 incident. This man alludes to 1984 to 1987. On the 16th of April 1984, I was in
Alice and that is where I was employed. From April to June, I was a student. In June I was sent to Pretoria in
Hammanskraal to be trained as a policeman. I came back on the December after 6 months and I was sent to Zwelitsha
Police Station, from 1985 to 1986. From 1986 I was transferred to CID in Zwelitsha where investigations for robbery
and theft were made. When Xanasebo was kidnapped, I was one of the people who was deployed as a team to
investigate this matter. This man saying that I beat him up in 1984, I don’t know anything about, even the 1987 incident,
I don’t know anything about. I didn’t know anything about the Security Branch or any political activities. The Security
Branch would do their own things that were hidden from us, therefore...

CHAIRPERSON: You never heard about the security police torturing people, even in the newspapers ?

MR KOLELA: Please repeat your question.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, you’ve never heard, even in conversation or through the media that the police went to
Nompendulo and tortured some children?

MR KOLELA: I did hear about this.

CHAIRPERSON: So you thought they were being deceptive.

MR KOLELA: I’m not going to stand here on behalf of other police. I’m here about an allegation, beating somebody at



Tamarha in a cell, and somebody was tortured in an office. I cannot answer and respond to your question.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, you can’t help us towards the reconciliation ?. What we’re saying is that you and I should
be helping the country toward reconciliation.

MR KOLELA: I’m here. I’m just here to respond to the allegations against me. That is it, it is the rest of the Ciskeian
police that can respond to your question

MR DORRINGTON: Mr Chairperson, if I may also respond to that, I must agree that purpose of this hearing as I
understand it, on behalf of Mr Kolela, is to answer the allegations that have been made against him. There may be
ancilliary issues around that but I do think that the purpose of this, is to investigate his involvement. I’d appreciate if,
unless the, it’s, it’s felt otherwise, the questions, he’s only been able to prepare himself on the limited information which
has been put before him. Very broad questions may possibly be taking him by surprise at the moment, and I don’t know
if that’s fair to him at this stage.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi ?.

MR SANDI: I thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Dorrington, I think I must draw your attention to the provisions of Section
3.1(a) of the Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Act. In terms of that Section which is the core of our
statutory mandate, we have to establish as complete a picture as possible of the gross human rights violations that have
been committed during the given period, so you may find that from time to time, we will ask questions which in your
mind, as a lawyer, you will think such questions are irrelevant. Thank you.

MR DORRINGTON: Thank you , I’ve nothing further to say to that.

CHAIRPERSON: Ok. Thank you very much, Mr Dorrington and thank you Mr Kolela. Would you come with ...

MR SANDI: So you never worked for the Security Police altogether ?

MR KOLELA: I did. At the end of ‘87 and ‘88, then from the Security Branch, I was transferred to VIP Protection.

MR SANDI: How long did you work for the Security Branch ?

MR KOLELA: I was taken to Sandilendagan when he was preparing for his wedding. I would just go to the Security
Branch now and again and go back. I did not work there for a long time. If there were Ministers, they had to be escorted.
We had to escort these VIP’s. You too, Sir, I guarded you.

CHAIRPERSON: Where were you based at the Security Branch, was it in Zwelitsha ?.

MR KOLELA: Yes. I would deal with members of the ANC, in exile, information.

CHAIRPERSON: What about Mr Mashibini and Mr Moss and Kolela. Do you know them ?

MR KOLELA: I know Mr Mashibini and Kolela, I worked together with them. I’ve never worked with Mr Moss,
because when I went to the Security Branch, he’d already left to another unit.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you work with them at the Security Branch in Zwelitsha ?

MR KOLELA: Yes, we were all together there.

CHAIRPERSON: And, do you think that Mr Ndudula has a reason to choose you, alone and say that you tortured him ?.

MR KOLELA: I don’t know why he claims this, because when I listened to him, his statement was contradictory, there
was conflict in his statement, because when Mrs June Crichton questioned him, he said, or Tiny Maya, he, he said that
I’d taken him to King William’s Town and he left there, sat there until after dinner. At the same time he says that this
happened at Zone 6 at the Security Police, so I don’t know what the truth is. His conflict is contradictory, it’s not



straight forward. It’s the first time I see him.

CHAIRPERSON: Lets leave it at that. That it’s our duty to evaluate as a Commission. I just want to know. It was clear
in his statement that the people that he referred to, he said that, they had not tortured him, but you specifically, he
mentioned and said that you tortured him. Is there reason for that ?.

MR KOLELA: He says that he’s been arrested, maybe that’s true, and saw me at Zone 6 at the offices, but I don’t know
him. Maybe he was arrested, but I don’t know him. He did say that he would see us now and again. He says he was
arrested and changed his name, released. I don’t know him.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Mr Kolela. Thank you, Mr Dorrington for assisting us to establish to truth because that’s
what we’re about. We are hoping that by getting the truth and putting the truth before the nation, there may be a basis
for reconciliation and we are grateful that you have come to assist us with that. We are indeed, do not want to miss an
opportunity of thanking Mr Mashibini and Mr Moss also for submitting statements, but on the basis of the oral evidence,
we need to review our position on those statements. Thank you very much.

MR DORRINGTON: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: We’ll adjourn until 2, half past 2.

HEARING ADJOURNS
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Sthembiso Zorro
Njoli.

STHEMBISO ZORRO NJOLI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will hand over to Tiny Maya who is going to lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Sthembiso you are going to talk about what happened to you in March 1990
when you were on your back to the Sharpeville Day rally. Please tell us what happened.

MR NJOLI: We came out of Gombo Stadium. When we were, we were coming to Mdantsane. The traffic cops were
leading us and when we were about to be in Mdantsane they decided to leave us and then the caspar came, soldiers
saying that we must, must control the crowd. When we got to, next to Crave, next to Crave Meat Industries a hippo, the
vans hooted at us and when we were about the corner I heard gunshots. When I looked up I saw a car, a red car, it was
coming towards us. I ran away and I lost consciousness.

When I regained consciousness I was in a car, a bakkie. We were taken to the hospital. I was told to take off my clothes.
I lost consciousness again. On the following morning the man who knocked down these people came to see us in the
hospital. Our doctor said that we were children from the toy-toy. I heard that some of us lost their legs. I wanted to
know how. The doctor said that he is going to amputate me, amputate my leg. I said that he must call my mother. My
mother then visited me in hospital. I told him, I told her that the doctor is referring to us as children of toy-toy. Also the
nurses were calling us children of toy-toy.

I stayed there for four months. They discharged me in the fourth month. I went to the hospital again for a checkup. The
doctor said that he has to cut my leg. I said that what is wrong with my leg, because I can be able to work. I asked him
why did you discharge me if I was not well. I then went back home, went to the village. Again I felt pain in my leg. I
went to Bisho. From Bisho they transferred me to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. I decided to go to the attorneys so that
this case can be investigated. They did. We appeared in court. The man who knocked us down was in court. We were
told that the case was postponed, we will be called again.

34 People got injured in this incident, six died, 28 people sustained minor injuries. I wondered what happened to other
people, those who were injured. My lawyer said that you are here on your own. They will find their own lawyers.

MS MAYA: Sthembiso, what happened to your case?

MR NJOLI: Our case was held in 1995. November 1996 I received a cheque.

MS MAYA: Let us go back. You said that you were on your way from a Sharpeville Day rally. The hippo disrupted you
and you were knocked down by a bakkie. Do you think that the driver of this bakkie did this intentionally or was it



accidentally?

MR NJOLI: In court he said that he was driving slowly, but he managed to knock 35 people although he was driving
slowly.

MS MAYA: Do you know this person? Was he politically involved or was there any connection between himself and
the police?

MR NJOLI: I do not know whether there was a connection between himself and the police. I do not know whether he
was politically active.

MS MAYA: In which political organisation were you a member of?

MR NJOLI: East London Youth Congress.

MS MAYA: You said that the doctor wanted to cut off your leg and you refused. What happened?

MR NJOLI: I went to a specialist. The specialist said that I, my legs has to be cut.

MS MAYA: At the time you were at school, in which standard were you?

MR NJOLI: I was doing standard eight.

MS MAYA: Did you manage to go back to school?

MR NJOLI: I went back in 1991, but I had a problem with my leg. I was at Sangoma.

MS MAYA: Because of the pains in your leg you stopped schooling?

MR NJOLI: Yes.

MS MAYA: What are your requests to the Commission?

MR NJOLI: My request to the Commission is that the person who knocked us down, I would like him to come forward
to tell us the reason for him to do that.

MS MAYA: You also mentioned medical treatment.

MR NJOLI: Yes, I am visiting Southernwood clinic for checkups.

MS MAYA: You also spoke about a training institution. Please tell us about that.

MR NJOLI: I was a boxer and I was an athlete. I cannot do those things anymore. I cannot train.

MS MAYA: Thank you Sthembiso. Is that all?

MR NJOLI: Yes, that all.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sthembiso Njoli. We will try and investigate this matter so that we can be able to find
out that this is a political issue or is it supposed to be in the Court of Law, because the Commission is concentrating on
political, political motive incidents. If the person who knocked you down had a political motive we will try and
investigate that. Thank you.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Mr Basopu. We
welcome you Sir. Thank you for your patience. We know you are busy. Will you please take the oath?

MIKE BASOPU: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will hand you over now to Mrs Crichton who is going to direct a few questions to you or
do you have a prepared statement? Mr Basopu, do you have a prepared statement?

MR BASOPU: No.

CHAIRPERSON: So we will just direct questions to you.

MR BASOPU: Yes, I have got points.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Mrs Crichton will do that.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Basopu, good morning to you. I see that the focus of your statement
here before us today deals with an incident in June in 1986 when you were in Fort Glamagin Prison. Are you hearing
me?

MR BASOPU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Apparently and according to the statement you were arrested under the State of Emergency. Is that
correct? And while you were in Fort Glamagin there was an incident that happened that you want to tell us about in
terms of medical treatment. Would you tell us what happened please.

MR BASOPU: Thank you Chairperson. First of all, I would like to greet the Commissioners and I would like to salute
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission by giving me this opportunity. Secondly, what I would like to say to the
Commission is that as the freedom fighters we were struggling. We knew the consequences. What I am trying to say is
that when we were fighting against the Whites, when we were fighting against the Boers we knew that we were going to
be harassed. Thirdly, it is clear that in that process the Boers harassed us and they tortured us. That is why we have to
come before the Commission to explain what happened to us.

I am not going to tell what happened at the time before we were taken to prison, because I am sure that when the
Commission was in Duncan Village to hear about the Duncan Village massacre those details were explained, but I am
going to talk about what happened to me and the treatment I received in prison. There are a lot of people who were
treated this way, but some of us think that because we were engaged in the struggle we were supposed to be treated the
way we did.

On the 12th of June 1986 when we were arrested in Duncan Village, normally people would be arrested by the security
officers, but what was happening was that the police were together with the soldiers. They would take you out of the



house, arrest you and hand over to the soldiers. It was difficult to try and fight against the soldiers. Because we were
arrested under the State of Emergency of 1986 it was difficult for the security officers to keep us in the police cells.
They took us to prison to Fort Glamagin Prison. The leadership of the organisation was kept in the police stations. They
were not taken to prison. We would eat porridge and black tea every day. We said that we do not see a reason for them
to give us this food, because we did not kill anyone. We were pressuring them to give us proper food. For that reason
they then took us to prison.

In prison what was important to us was that we have to continue with our struggle. We saw this as the opportunity to
teach our own people about our struggle. When we were in prison we were teaching others about the struggle and what
was to be done. There was an integration in terms of this regulation. We would find that a prison warder, prison warders
would treat us badly although they were just supposed to look after the prisoners. They knew our names in prison. They
were not policemen. They had nothing to do with us. They were not supposed to know our names. I am giving this
picture that these prison warders were trying to treat us badly so that if we were released from prison we would not be
able to continue with our struggle.

We went to a hunger strike. We were engaged in a hunger strike. Some of us were not strong enough and they became
ill. That is when I was also affected. I suffered from stomach aches. It would be difficult for me to eat again, I would
vomit. I had pimples all over my body. In prison there would be doctors who would come and visit us. In our situation
there were three doctors who were treating us. The doctor said that he is not aware of what was wrong with me, he does
not know what was wrong with me. In such situations they would take us to the Frere Hospital. Most of the times it was
difficult for us to interact with these doctors in a normal way, because in our understanding a doctor has to ask you
questions and your background. In our situation that was not our case. As a result it was difficult for me to know what
was wrong with me.

This doctor prescribed a chemical in a small bottle. It was written phordophylin and I am sure that I have mentioned this
in my statement. The instructions which were given were that this chemical was very dangerous. If the medical officer
was to apply this chemical, he would not use his bare hands, because the chemical was very dangerous. The person who
was going to apply this chemical was in prison. He was a prison warder. He was a medical officer in prison. The
instructions were given to the police of how to apply this chemical.

MS CRICHTON: Sorry Mr Basopu, I just want to ask you a question at this stage. This medication was prescribed at
Frere Hospital. Was this prison warder present when the doctor advised you how it should be applied? Was he actually
present with you at that time?

MR BASOPU: When you would be taken to hospital the prison warders would be left in prison. Security forces would
take us to hospital. When this chemical was prescribed the prison warder was not there. It was only the security officer
who was present, but he was not going to be the one to give me this chemical in prison. I do not know how this security
officer related to this prison warder. In our situation, however, this man would not be able to apply the medication. I
threw the small window onto me. We would have to go to a room that if it was not in prison would be referred to as a
consulting room. He would take me to an office where he kept medication. This man would not use a cotton bud to
apply the medicine. He would take a cloth, put the chemical on and therefore it would spread. He applied it in such a
way that it would not only be applied onto my genitals and referred to as the genital ward. When you open this
chemical, when you open the bottle there would be gas coming out as it had, it contained hydrochloric acid. I am just
trying to show you how dangerous and explain to you how dangerous the chemical was.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Basopu, I just want to tell you that I know about phordophylin and I know what a dangerous
chemical it is and that is why I am going to be asking you some questions about it. When you had this applied by this
prison warder who had not instructions, correct instructions from the army officer that accompanied you to the hospital
did you ask to see the doctor who visited the hospital to say that you were concerned?

MR BASOPU: Unfortunately, to go to a doctor to a, you had to go through a prison warder. We were supposed to have
access to doctors in terms of the regulation. I requested that I see Dr Morrow who had sent me there. However, to see
the doctor from Frere Hospital was impossible. This man refused. He said I must take this treatment or I must go back to
my cell. Two or three days elapsed, I realised that I did not only have genital warts. I reported the matter. I said that I



wanted to see a doctor. Eventually I was taken to a doctor. I could not even walk by then. They had organised a
wheelchair for me, because my genitals were totally injured.

The doctor said it is the chemical that was hurting me so much. He bandaged me. It was like I had just been
circumcised. I had to be take to Frere Hospital, not because I had been previously ill, but because the chemical had hurt
me so much. I was on a wheelchair. The discussion between the policeman and the doctors led to a conclusion that I
should not be admitted to the hospital, I must go back to the cell, because the week-end was approaching and it was
going to be busy in the hospital. They were going to give me a treatment to take back to the cell.

MS CRICHTON: Are you finished as far as that particular part of your testimony is concerned?

MR BASOPU: I want to know, when you are hurt and when you are injured in that matter you want to get all the
information as to what is happening. I was not able to get such information. They gave me just normal treatment for any
sore, but I was aware that the damage was much more serious than that. Under normal circumstances I would have gone
to a specialist. Before I talk about my request I would like to say that the circumstances I was under and many people
were subjected to was very painful. However, we must remember that even if you were released from detention under
such circumstances you would not give up, you would continue with the struggle for liberation. I think a lot of other
people did that as well, because eventually we are here today because of our sacrifices in the past. It was painful.

Requests to the Commission. First of all I think the Commission has done a great, good work already, because so much
has been exposed that would not have otherwise been exposed. Our understanding of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission is that there be reconciliation so that we can reach democracy as a country reconciled. I think the first step
that should be taken I would like to know why this man behaved in such a way when he had been given the
responsibility to look after people and their health. Why did he act like an animal? Secondly, when you are giving
medication there are steps put before you. How many times you should take the treatment a day and so forth. Did that
gentleman get such instructions? What were his intentions? Why did he treat myself and others in such a manner?

We suspect that the prison warders and the others were given specific instructions from some source that we were the
core of the leadership organisation and we should be treated in the way that he treated us. I am positive that it is, it was
not only myself, but other Comrades as well. Secondly, I think the relationship between doctors and security forces at
the time should be investigated, because our understanding of a doctor, there are certain ethical issues that you should
follow, that you have no choice about, serving the society, not liaising and be in cahoots with the police. I would like to
find out what this doctor is doing, how he is behaving presently. We are in power now. We would like a democratic
country.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Basopu, I am going to interrupt you because of the time. We have in front of us all of your
requests. We have heard your requests about the need for investigation and, particularly, your request about doctors and
their complicity with security forces and police and that, in fact, is going to be a matter of a medical hearing that the
TRC will be having. I see there is one other thing that I would just like to mention here that you have listed as being a
request and that is that streets, streets in the community townships be named after those who have fallen and I would
just like to commend you for that particular request. Is there anything very specific you want to say that will not take a
lot of time now or are you completing, have you completed your testimony?

MR BASOPU: Thank you. I have another important issue around the health issue. I do not know how badly the
treatment I got affected me. If the Commission could help me with such a medical investigation. I would like to know
the full damage that was caused by this chemical so that I know where I stand with my health.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mr Basopu. I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson and my
colleagues. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Basopu, thank you for coming before the Commission. You have done a very courageous thing to
come and trust to us with a, an experience that is very personal to you. An experience that talks of the centre of your
being as a man and you have come and opened up to us so that we can begin to get a glimpse of the atrocities that have
been committed to people. I must say that it is a very courageous act and I thank you for that kind of courage. I
remember you, as I said during the break, as a trade union who was very active in our region and as a person who, I do



not know whether you are a believer, but you should be thanking God, because it is a miracle that people like you
survived and are here today. We pay tribute to you, now that we have a chance to do so, for the leadership that you
showed during that period and that leadership that stood the test of time, because those were very, very difficult
moments.

We have heard your requests to us to try and investigate this. We will try our level best. If we succeed it will be good,
but if we fail you will know that it, because it is such a complex thing and, indeed, it could be that your life has been
ruined completely in the course of the struggle. We salute you.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------REV XUNDU: OPENING
PRAYER.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend Xundu for your prayer. You have reminded us that today we are hear to listen to
different women and to different contributions in our struggle of this country. We will now call people, witnesses who
are going to appear before the Commission today. Thank you. Mrs June Crichton will read out the list for us.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Madam Chair. We will be hearing today cases and I will be mentioning the name of the
witness, then of the victim, the nature of the violation, the area from which they come and the year in which the event
took place. The first witness Nomalungelo Mcata speaking about herself and Lawrence Mzwanda Mcata on matters of
severe ill-treatment of herself and the killing of Lawrence Mzwanda in Mdantsane in 1980 and 1985. The matter of
Mantombi Maria Ben about Lena Rasmeni, the nature of the violation severe ill-treatment in Port Elizabeth in 1985. The
matter of Noxolo Mjila about herself, attempted killing, Mdantsane in 1993. Witness Nosiphiwo, sorry, Nosiphiwo
Damane about herself, attempted killing in Pietermaritzburg in 1988. Funeka Voyiya will testify about herself,
attempted killing in East London, Duncan Village, 1985. Nothemba Fazzie about Mzwanele Fazzie and his killing in
East London in the Lesotho raid and Sicelo Zweliyazuza Fazzie, killing in East London, Lesotho, 1984. The witness
Nyameka Nondabula about herself, severe ill-treatment in Mdantsane in 1986. Ntombizondwa Norushe, self, torture in
Bisho in 1982. Regina Nontsikelelo Mngadi about herself, torture in Port Elizabeth between 1978 and 1986. Jane
Nomakhepu Ntsatha about herself, severe ill-treatment, Barkley East and King William's Town, 1981 to 1983. Nosipho
Blossom Marwezu about herself, torture and severe ill-treatment in East London in 1986. Nosipho Loliwe about herself,
attempted murder in East London in 1990. Patricia Gxidi about herself and about Lwando Gxidi, severe ill-treatment in
both cases in Whittle-Sea in 1985. Thank you Madam Chair. Apologies, I have left off Shumikazi Sara Jako about
herself, torture and severe ill-treatment in East London between 1963 and 1978. Thank you Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs June Crichton. We would request everybody to stand up so that we can remember
those who passed away.

SONG IN REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE WHO PASSED AWAY

CHAIRPERSON: We remember Lawrence Mzwanda Mcata, Mzwanele Fazzie, Sicelo Zweliyazuza Fazzie. May they
rest in peace oh Lord. Thank you. We welcome everybody present here today, especially the witnesses who are going to
testify today. We know that it is very cold outside, but we thank you for being here. We would like to ask you, to tell
you that this is your day women. We want you to take your time to tell us your stories and to share with us your pain,
but we have a problem we encountered yesterday due to electricity. We would like you to co-operate with us to try and
save time, but do not feel as if you have to, you do not have to tell your whole story. This is an important day, because
Thursday is Womens' Day. It was set aside for women to go to different churches and we hope that with their prayers
we are going to get strength.

Because of time problems we would like to make a request to thank you afterwards. We will have a women who is
going to tell about the struggle of women, Priscilla, who was a member of Committee of Ten. After that we will have Dr
Smangele Magwaza next to me. She is from Durban and I would like to introduce her. She is Dr Smangele Magwaza



from the Reparation and Rehabilitation Committee. She is staying in Durban. She came here today to assist us on this
important day of women. We thank her. We will now start with our first witness and Mrs June Crichton will lead the
witness. Nomalungelo Mcata, is she here. We will now call Mantombi Maria Ben to come forward.

MS CRICHTON: Are you going to swear her in?

CHAIRPERSON: Welcome Mantombi. Please stand up so that we can help you take an oath.

MANTOMBI MARIA BEN: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will now hand over to Mrs June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Madam Chair. Good morning Mrs Ben. Can you hear me?

MRS BEN: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Ben, you are here today to talk about your mother, Lena Rasmeni.

MRS BEN: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Before you start I would like to just clarify one point that is incorrect, I think in the statement that
have in front of me. Did this incident that you are going to talk about happen in Port Elizabeth or in Cradock?

MRS BEN: In Cradock.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, yes, that is what I thought. The incident you are going to talk about is one of the most
horrific incidents that happened to women and it could not have been easy for you as a daughter to know that this
happened to your mother. I believe that your mother is now deceased. Is that right?

MRS BEN: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: In what year did she die?

MRS BEN: In 1993.

MS CRICHTON: And the incident that we are going to talk about, of the rape that she experienced, was on the third of
August 1985. Is that correct?

MRS BEN: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: I am going to hand over to you now to tel us the story of what happened regarding that incident.
Thank you.

MRS BEN: I was not present when this incident happened. I was in the farm. It happened on a Saturday. I came home
on a Monday. When I arrived home I was told about what happened. My mother was sleeping at home, she was sick. I
asked what happened. She told me. She said that it was at night on Saturday, she was at home. She heard people outside.
When she was going to see what was happening she met the police. The police took her, forced her into a hippo and
they took her to the bushes in Mission. Two police were left with her. The two policemen raped her and then they left
her in that area. She woke up and she went to a coloured township, to Bongweni to my uncle.

When she got to my uncle, my uncle took her to the doctor. On the following day he then took her to the police to report
this matter. The police asked whether she knew the people who did this to her. She said no. The police then said that
there is nothing to be done if she did not know who these people were. What happened when I got there is that I went to
the Street Committee to ask for advice. They then asked me to tell them the story. After that Mr Goniwe, who was a
Comrade, called ANC lawyers. The lawyers got there and they took my mother with. They then returned her back home
saying that they will come again to pick her up.



The came and picked her up. When she came back on this last occasion they said that they found the White men who
did this to my mother. After a month, I think two months, we received a letter saying that the White men who did this
were found and they have been fined. They have been fined R7 500,00 each. I took this letter to these people, those who
were handling this case. They told me that the lawyers passed away so nothing will continue after that. That is all my
story.

MS CRICHTON: Now, you are saying that the people who raped your mother were police. Were they police or SADF?

MRS BEN: They were soldiers.

MS CRICHTON: They were soldiers. You are also saying that you did not appear in the court or your mother did not
appear in the court at all. Is that correct?

MRS BEN: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know whether she received any medical treatment after the rape?

MRS BEN: Yes, she did receive medical treatment.

MS CRICHTON: Where did she receive that?

MRS BEN: In Cradock in the clinic.

MS CRICHTON: How did the rape effect your mother?

MRS BEN: This rape injured my mother, because after that she suffered from epileptic fits.

MS CRICHTON: How do you, Mrs Ben, feel about the fact that people who had raped your mother, who at that time
was a 65 year old woman, was simply fined R7 500,00 and allowed to go back, presumably, into the army again? What
does that make you feel?

MRS BEN: This is a pain to me, because my mother died afterwards.

MS CRICHTON: If these people were to seek amnesty for the deed that they did, how would that make you feel?

MRS BEN: I do not know, because up until today I am not satisfied about what happened.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Ben, are there any other children, did your mother have other children?

MRS BEN: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Will you tell me how, if there are any that are still dependent that you are looking after.

MRS BEN: Yes, two of them.

MS CRICHTON: Their ages.

MRS BEN: One is 36 years old and the other one is 21 years old. One is 36 and the other one is 24.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Ben, in coming here today what were your expectations from the Commission? What were you
hoping that the Commission would do for you?

MRS BEN: I would like the Commission to help me with a tombstone for her grave.

MS CRICHTON: For your mother's grave?



MRS BEN: Yes, my mother's grave.

MS CRICHTON: Is that all that you wish to ask of the Commission at this stage?

MRS BEN: Yes, that is all.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further that you feel you would like to say that you might have forgotten at this
point?

MRS BEN: No, that is all I had to say.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Ben, we thank you for bringing this painful story to our attention. In this day and age when rape
is such a common thing, it is still shocking to hear that two young White men should rape an elderly woman such as
your mother. We extend our sympathy to you for an event that happened many years ago, but that has affected your life
even up to now. Thank you for your courage in coming forward to tell us about this. We will, as the Commission, take
note of what you have asked for about the tombstone and submit that recommendation to the President. Thank you very
much. You may leave the stand. Thank you, just, no, before you go, it might be that my colleagues would want to ask
you questions. So I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Crichton. We thank you Mantombi. We have no further questions.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Bibi. We
welcome you Mrs Elizabeth Bibi. Please stand up to take the oath.

ELIZABETH BIBI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mam. You may sit down. Tiny May will lead you in evidence on behalf of the
Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good afternoon to you Mam.

MRS BIBI: Good afternoon.

MS MAYA: You are going to tell us about Michael Bibi who disappeared for 21 years from 1976.

MRS BIBI: Yes Mam, that is so.

MS MAYA: Could you tell us what happened.

MRS BIBI: Michael Bibi got lost after at school Themba Labantu. That is where he went to school. He was in matric
there. When we realised that Michael was not at school, first of all. I would just like to start all over again. I thank the
Commission for giving me this opportunity to talk about my child who disappeared. We would send Michael to school
at Themba Labantu. He was in standard ten at the time. We were not aware that he was not at school, because in August
he came home requesting an examination fee. His father gave it to him. He went back to school. He said that he will, my
husband said that he is going to circumcise my son in December but that, but he was not going to tell him that. He was
not going to warn him of this.

We had a tuck-shop. We were going to go to church and somebody told us that Michael had come home in a red car and
there were others in the car. When we asked what he said and why he had come home, apparently he did not say
anything, he just greeted and he took five Lexington cartons from our tuck-shop. He took some money and back to the
shop and the car left with him. A small police car from the Special Branch came. It was a heft policeman that came to
us. He was slightly crippled. It was a Xhosa man. He asked me if I was with, I knew Michael. I, they asked where
Michael was. I said Michael is at school. He was, this policeman was with another White one.

He then said somebody must go to his school at Themba Labantu. The father went to the principal. He said that the
school principal said that they were there to educate children that were well mannered and not children who were not
properly brought up. The principal said that my husband must go to the police to report that he had lost a child. The
police said exactly the same thing that the policeman had said.

MS MAYA: Did you manage to find him?

MRS BIBI: No, up until today we do not know where he is. Michael left while I had just operated. I had three



operations. Now I have eight operations, but up until today we never found Michael. I looked for him everywhere from
time to time, but we got disappointed, because we hoped that where he was he may be safe. Although we were not
aware of whether he belonged to any organisation, we just heard that he was active in politics. Mr Mabotho and his wife
came to my home, because their son left with Michael. When others, when other children came back to this country we
hoped to see Michael, but we never saw him.

I went to ANC offices complaining that my son is not coming back. I asked the ANC office to look for him. They gave
me another date to come back. I then came back. I met one man, but I do not remember his surname. His name was
Galikie, Yoyong Galikie. He said that he was going to phone Johannesburg so that they can check Michael in their
computer. I said that in 1976 there were no computers. Michael left in 1976. He said that they have a list of the people
who left this country. He phoned Johannesburg. He was told that his name was not in that list. He advised me to go to
other organisations, to PAC in King William's Town.

I went to King William's Town. When I got to the PAC office I was told to come the following day so that I can meet
with Mr Maklaka who was their leader. I met Mr Mfaka. I arrived at the office in the morning and Mr Maklaka came in
in the afternoon. I told him my story that I lost my son. I gave him my name and my particulars. This man said that we
are going to try. He asked whether my child had an ID book. I said yes. I would like to apologise to my husband,
because I stole this ID book from him. He would ask me where Michael's ID book was. I would say that I do not know.
Mr Mfaka wanted this ID book and I stole it from my husband. I took it to Mr Mfaka in King William's Town.

He said that there are, that ID book would help them to find Michael. I left it there. I would like you to forgive me,
because I have thought about certain information after I have given out my statement. When I was about to go out Mr
Mfaka said that, Mam, most of the children died. Some of the drowned in the river. At that time he was pushing me
outside. He said that maybe your child was there. He died outside the country. I cried and this other woman, we were
crying for our children. Even if I see a police van or if I see soldiers I would cry. I took a taxi back home.

MS MAYA: Excuse me Mam. The young man, the other boy, Mabotho, who left with your son, did he come back?

MRS BIBI: Apparently, he was shot while trying to come back to this country.

MS MAYA: Therefore, up until now you do not know where your son is?

MRS BIBI: Yes, I would like the Commission to help me. Even if my son is dead. I only want to know where his grave
is and how he died so that we can be able, can be able to have a memorial service. I suffered from a heart attack because
of this. Even if I see a police car or soldiers I cry. Sometimes I wake up at night crying. Again I lost my son and he
would have, he would be supporting me today. The Ciskeian Police also took part in, they dispersed teargas when there
was a show in Ciskei and I lost a child there. My child died. My child paid for this show, but the police dispersed the
teargas to the people who paid their R6,00, who were inside the stadium. I would like the Commission to investigate
those police who were on duty in 1987 during the Brenda Fassie festival. I would like them to come forward and
apologise to me and I will forgive them.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mam. I will hand over to the Chairperson. Maybe you will be asked questions.

CHAIRPERSON: What is Michael's Xhosa name?

MRS BIBI: He does not have it.

CHAIRPERSON: Mam, this is a very sad story, but all these stories are very sad, but I think the disappearance of
children is a very painful thing. Parents are not aware of whether they are still alive or not. They look forward to get a
letter or a telephone call saying that their children are still alive. We would like to sympathise with you as the
Commission. We will try to talk to the PAC office, because it is clear that they have a knowledge or they know where
he was. If we found out something we will report back to you.

The second one, your second request about investigating the Ciskeian Police. I think we have to get more information
concerning this matter so that we can try and help you. For now we thank you Mam. We hope that God will be with you



so that you can get strength. It is very painful not to know whether your child is still alive or not. This wound will be
healed when you know the truth. Thank you Mam.

MRS BIBI: Reverend, what I would like to ask is that Mr Mfaka who told me to bring the photograph of my child, I
would like him to bring it back to me or to try and go to Pretoria and to ask for this photograph. Some of these children
said that my children want this photograph back. So I would like the Commission to help me to go to Mr Mfaka so that
he can bring my child's photograph back. He must hand it over to the ANC offices where I belong so that I can be able
to get it.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mam. We have also noted that request. Thank you.

------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Joseph Cochran
please. Joseph Cochran, we welcome you. Thank you. We welcome you.

MR COCHRAN: Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON: We will hand over to Reverend Xundu who will ask you to take the oath.

JOSEPH COCHRAN: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: We will give over to June Crichton who will ask some questions to you Mr Cochran on the statement
that you have already made to the Commission.

MS CRICHTON: Good morning Mr Cochran.

MR COCHRAN: Morning.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you for coming again for the second time. Mr Cochran, you are here today to talk about
yourself and about an incident that happened on the 16th of December in 1989. This was to do, apparently, with the
launching of the Buffalo Flats Youth Congress. Is that correct?

MR COCHRAN: It is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Would you then tell us exactly what happened on that day specifically and then we will start the
questioning as to what happened after that.

MR COCHRAN: Thank you. The previous night I was one of four Youth Congress members selected as Chief Marshals
to co-ordinate the security arrangements for the following day. We me briefly the following night to plan the security
arrangements. On our arrival at the sports grounds, the north end sports grounds at the time, we noticed there were
Security Police within the grounds. We met briefly and since I was the only Chief Marshall that accompanied the other
marshals, it was decided that I should approach the few, of the marshals and ask them to leave or what were their
reasons for their presence within the sports grounds since it was the launch of the Buffalo Flats Youth Congress.

They tried to be nice with sweet words, but we told them straight away that no, we know the reasons for your presence,
but we would like you to leave, but they were adamant to leave and we pursued the cause to insist that they should
leave. They eventually did. We inspected the sports grounds and found that there were no electricity supply. We spoke
to one of the neighbours and which, who agreed to assist us to supply us with electricity until we had made some other
arrangements. We did that, but we were constantly harassed, wanted to gate-crash the events before it took place. We
prevented them and it was decided that I should be posted at the main entrance with some other marshals.



We were approached by this guy, Venter, and he told me that he was still hanging up the flag of the ANC. He told me if
we are busy arranging a terrorist meeting or a gathering, he told me that that is nonsense. You can see there is the
Buffalo Youth Congress flag next to the SAYCO flag. That is the ANC flat. He says, yes, but you are supporting every
banned organisation. He said the ANC are a banned organisation, but the ANC flag were never banned before and we
asked, we argued and he left. He came back with more security policemen. Eventually we went outside with them and
argued with them and Hinsa Siwisa arrived and he asked me what the problem was. I explained to him and he interfered.
Eventually they left and said that, yes, but they are watching us.

In the meantime we organised a generator in case they harassed, a neighbour who supplied us with electric supply. Our
guests speakers arrived, but we were constantly harassed. A police guest speaker arrived. He wanted to gate-crash and
force their way into the sports grounds, but because of the guys posted outside the stadium we were notified beforehand.
We prevented them from entering the gates and we were approached by a certain Colonel. He was wearing uniform at
the time. He approached me and asked me my surname, my name. I told him that as far as I am concerned, you are
supposed to identify yourself, because ...

MS CRICHTON: Mr Cochran, at this point you have mentioned the name of two people in your statement. Is this the
name of this man who approached you, this Colonel? Is he mentioned in your statement?

MR COCHRAN: No.

MS CRICHTON: No. Alright. We will then, we will leave his name out then. Thank you.

MR COCHRAN: Well, he tried to detain me for divulging, for giving information concerning myself, but I told him that
I do not know you and you are supposed to identify yourself before I do that and Hinsa Siwisa approached again. He
asked me what is wrong and I told him, no, these people are constantly harassing us. He told me that we are supporting
a banned organisation, a terrorist organisation, but I have explained time and again that we are busy with the launch of
the Buffalo Flats Youth Congress, a sub-branch of SAYCO at the time. Hence, they interfered, they left and then we
were notified that they were harassing the neighbours supplying us with electricity supply.

In the meantime we were organising a generator and I was posted with two marshals to go and have a look at what is
going on outside. On our arrival there the other security policemen were harassing these neighbours, giving them their,
supporting a banned organisation, a terrorist organisation and I interfered and said, no, do not mislead people. We are
launching the Buffalo Flats Youth Congress and even so the ANC flag has never been banned. You have been sending
our people to prison for the wrong reasons. Even your (indistinct) have acknowledged that and he harassed me pushing
me around and I told him do not push me around and I shoved him one side and he pulled a plug, unplugging the
electricity supply. We left, because we knew that we had a generator ready.

They were so frustrated and telling me that, in Afrikaans, "julle is nogal slimgatte" and I said, no, do not use vulgar
language, but what is your problem? He said, yes, "julle raak nou nes die kaffirs" and he smacked me and I asked him
what are you hitting me for and I pushed him back and then I was nearly tramped by Venter in a brown Sierra. I jumped
out of the way and just got out of the car. He smacked me and kicked me and asked me what is your problem and he
told me that we are detaining you under Section 29 of the Internal Security Act. I said, well, in that case then I have
problem. I went and he hit me with the fist behind my neck and he kicked me into the car.

MS CRICHTON: Were you the only one that he took with him?

MR COCHRAN: Yes. The other two marshals that accompanied me went to report at the stadium. They took me to St
Peters Street, their headquarters, took me around the back, pulled me out of the car and started to assault me, hitting me
to the ground and kicking me. We went to the back up the stairs. As we moved up I felt constant shots behind my back.
They asked me what, you said you are detaining me, what are you assaulting me for? They kept on telling me all the
time I am a "slimgat".

One policeman entered the first room while we entered at the second room. The assaults took further place there and he
called him over the radio and said, "bring daai slimgat hier". They took me and they assaulted me, "ja, jy is hard". He
told me in Afrikaans that, "jy is mos hardegat, waar is jou boetes nou". He knocked me to the ground kicking me,



tramped on me. I stood up and I pushed Venter away from me and I asked him that you told me that you are detaining
me, what are these assaults for? They stopped and I assumed the one guy was operating a tape recorded on the other side
of the table. Asked me my name. I gave them my name. Where were you employed? I told them Mercedes Benz. They
asked me, you are the "f" Martin Cochran that is causing strikes at Mercedes Benz. I told them, look here, you said you
are detaining me under Section 29. This has got nothing to do with what are my activities within the trade union
movement.

He started to assault me again and I was wearing a T-shirt commemorating the late Cliffie Brown and Leon Meyer with
a slogan on top, "Freedom or Death, Victory is Certain" and at the bottom it was, it stood for "Fought for Democracy,
Murdered by Apartheid" and they asked me do you know what we did to them? I said, yes, I read in the papers. He hit
me in the abdomen and I fell to the ground. I was still looking for breathe and he said I must stand up. I said I cannot
stand up, because the blow were too heavy. He picked me up and he held me against the wall and did ask and they
showed me some photos. Charred bodies and bodies riddled with bullets and he told me this is what we do with people
with you. I told him that if my day had come, then I am prepared to die.

They assaulted me, they assaulted me and blood were running out of my mouth. I wiped it off and he told me that is
nothing, because we will still "f" you up furthermore and keep you for 29 days to heal and then we can release you. I
said, I told him that, yes, you did that to some of my friends. I am aware of that and I was prepared to take the risks.
Then he told me I can leave, but I should report Monday. I told him, but you said you were detaining me under Section
29, why are you releasing me now. He said we can do to you what we like and even if you can go and lay a charge
nothing will happen.

I went back to the stadium and I reported to my fellow Comrades what took place and they said that we are going to
meet at seven o' clock after the rally where I should prepare a statement and then they will consult a lawyer. Seven o'
clock I could not make it. I slept at home, because of the injuries. They sent someone to come and fetch me and I went,
when I came to the venue I just collapsed. They rushed me to East London Private Hospital known as Keesma at the
time. My Dr Botha were called out. He examined me and we told him of our intentions to lay a charge, but he was
adamant that and reluctant that he will not go into a Court of Law to give evidence. Why do I involve myself in politics
and then I end up in hospital and expect him to go and give evidence in a Court of Law? He gave me injections, tablets
and a prescription.

I went back to the venue where we met and I informed my Comrades what took place and they said that is nothing, that
I should just prepare the statement and they will consult a lawyer and they will take it from there. I believe they
consulted Hinsa Siwisa with my statement, but because of the situation then it was decided that I should not lay a
charge, and, because of the doctors reluctance to give evidence in a Court of Law.

MS CRICHTON: Are you saying then that the decision to lay the charge was decided against in consultation with Mr
Siwisa, because of the doctor not, of the doctor refusing to give evidence, Dr Botha?

MR COCHRAN: I was told at the time that Hinsa's response was that I have got a good case, but the Youth Congress at
the time, decided against laying a charge, because of the situation then.

MS CRICHTON: Were any photos taken of your injuries?

MR COCHRAN: No.

MS CRICHTON: Who was present during the assault on you?

MR COCHRAN: When I was picked up I was with two fellow Comrades.

MS CRICHTON: Sorry, I did not hear that. Can you say that again?

MR COCHRAN: When I was picked up at the sports grounds I was accompanied by two fellow marshals.

MS CRICHTON: Yes and who was it that was assaulting you, who were the people who assaulted you when you were



at St Peters?

MR COCHRAN: Venter was the main interrogator.

MS CRICHTON: And who was that?

MR COCHRAN: He was a security policeman.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement you have named the security policeman. Can you remember his name?

MR COCHRAN: When they took me to St Peters Road there were two, Venter and his colleague, but even after that
the, and I do not get changed clothes. There was a letter from a Radu saying that I should report at eight o' clock at St
Peters Road. I just took the clothes, went to my girlfriend, got dressed and consulted some of my Comrades and it was
decided that, against, it was decided I should not visit the headquarters. That if they want me, they should come and pick
me up, but I was under constant surveillance. Whenever I go home I should notice Venter's brown Sierra standing across
the road, watching our house. Then I should just enter at the back, through a neighbour's house and just got clothes and
just escape again.

MS CRICHTON: A this point I think I would like you, Mr Cochran, just to tell us what your expectations from the
Commission are.

MR COCHRAN: I do expect the Commission that, just to find out that why did they pick me up under Section 29, under
the guise of Section 29, just to use my body as a punching bag.

MS CRICHTON: Is your health affected by the assault that you have?

MR COCHRAN: No, I have healed completely.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further you wish to tell the Commission before I hand you back to the Chairperson?

MR COCHRAN: No, I think I have said it all.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mr Cochran. This was a very clear story. Thank you. Thank you Mr
Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Cochran, thank you very much. It is good to have a statement which comes from Buffalo Flats
Youth Congress, because it reminds us of the contribution, very powerful contribution which was made over there to the
process of making this country a democratic country. It reminds us, through you, of those people who were referred to
as "Kaffir-boetie" as you have said in your testimony. Referred to as "Kaffir-boetie" by the police, but also referred to as
"Kaffir-boetie" by their own people who saw themselves as belonging to the other side. Very special that you have come
to testify here in Mdantsane so that we always bear in mind the number of areas where this particular struggle has been
waged by different people towards a common purpose. We have noted what you have said to the Commission and we
will try and follow up the matters that you have raised, but for now thank you very much for bringing this to the
Commission.

MR COCHRAN: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We adjourn for about 30 minutes, come back at 12.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Can Nosiphiwo
Damane and Funeka Voyiya come forward please. Will you please get up to be sworn in.

REV FINCA: Thank you Ms Chairperson.

NOSIPHIWO DAMANE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV FINCA: Thank you Mam. You will give your testimony under oath.

FUNEKA VOYIYA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV FINCA: Thank you Mrs Voyiya. You will make a testimony under oath.

CHAIRPERSON: Nosiphiwo Damane, Mrs June Crichton will lead you with questions.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Mrs Damane?

MS DAMANE: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Will you excuse me for one moment. I just need to mention something to the, to our Commissioner.
Thank you Mrs Damane. Mrs Damane, you are here to tell us about an incident that happened on the 11th of July in
1986 to somebody by the name of Makhaya Ngalo. What was his relationship to you?

MS DAMANE: He was my boyfriend.

MS CRICHTON: And you had a child with him already, did you?

MS DAMANE: Yes, I had a child with him.

MS CRICHTON: According to your statement you have said that he and three other members of the ANC were killed in
a shootout with police near Fort Jackson. Is that correct?

MS DAMANE: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And that along the road between East London and King William's Town?

MS DAMANE: Yes, that is correct.



MS CRICHTON: Now, you have come here today as a woman to tell us what effect that had on your life. At the time
that you heard of his death from friends you were pregnant. I would like you to tell us in your words what happened to
you as a result of that news that came to you.

MS DAMANE: On the 11th of July I was coming from town. When I got home I saw that there was chaos in the area.
As Makhaya Ngalo was staying in the same street as myself, because it was a June holiday, the schools were closed.
The teachers who were teaching with them were in the township. They would go to my neighbours home. I could see
that something was happening, but they were avoiding me. After that I got a telephone call. My friend phoned me
asking when last I saw Makhaya. When my friend asked that I asked my friend why are you asking me this. My friend
said that a, she was looking for her husband, Cecil Madyaka. Because she saw that I got suspicious after asking me
about Makhaya, I asked where Cecil was, her husband. She did not answer me, she just dropped the phone.

I became suspicious. I wondered what happened. I dropped the phone. I went outside to the neighbours house, to my
boyfriend's friend. When I arrived in my neighbours home they also dropped the phone. They went in and out. I called
one of his friends who was a teacher at Hobosane. I asked him what was happening, because it was a holiday and it was
cold, because it was Winter. He told me about what happened. I tried to be strong, because I knew that my boyfriend
was from Cradock so his family members were in Cradock. I tried to be strong. I went back home. I took my diary,
trying to check for the telephone numbers. I phoned his uncle in Worcester, his aunt in Worcester.

I did not explain what happened to him, because I was not sure. His aunt thanked me. I then stayed at home. At night
while I was sleeping his family members came from Cradock. They said that they heard that there were Comrades who
were killed. I was not sure whether Makhaya was one of these people, because I was not sure of what I heard. We saw
this incident in the Daily Dispatch the next morning, but no names were mentioned. They were just labelled as four
terrorists who were killed. In the pictures shown I saw his car. Because at that time I was pregnant, I was six weeks
pregnant, this affected ... and people came for prayers at home and these prayers were disrupted by the police and
people stopped these prayers and he was buried at his home in Cradock.

After that I became sick. I became ill and I decided to go to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital for the, in the Maternity Section,
because I was pregnant. I was examined in Cecilia Makiwane. They did not tell me what was wrong with me. They gave
me another appointment. I went for the second time. They put me in a sauna and they told me that I miscarried my child.

MS CRICHTON: I just want to interrupt you there. When we were talking earlier you said that the baby had died, but it
had not actually come away. Is that correct?

MS DAMANE: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: So, the word "miscarriage" is not correct there. The, what they said to you was that the baby had died.
Is that right?

MS DAMANE: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And then how did they advise you? What did they advise you you need to do?

MS DAMANE: They advised me to, they said that it was very dangerous to take out the child. They told me that this
will happen naturally. The miscarriage will happen naturally. I stayed for three months.

MS CRICHTON: Are you saying, then, that you for three months you carried this dead fetus inside you?

MS DAMANE: Yes Mam, it is so.

MS CRICHTON: Continue please.

MS DAMANE: I stayed for three months. I thought I should leave the area I was at. I phoned his aunt who was in
Worcester that he would go to for holidays as well. I left with my elder child who was five years of age at the time. He
was still in pre-school. We went to Worcester. I asked for a transfer from my doctor so that if something happens I



could be admitted in another hospital. He prepared for me and he gave me a hospital card. I stayed there. Nothing
happened and I came back, because my child was supposed to graduate from pre-school. I came back home. I went to
Makiwane Hospital for a check-up. I told my doctor that I was back. He gave me a date to go to a sauna. The fetus was
still there. They admitted me. They tried to expel the baby from my womb and they performed a DNC. That is how I
lost my child.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Damane, I am almost lost for words as to how you managed over those three months, but I must
ask you a question and that is how did you cope emotionally knowing that the shock of what you had experienced and,
as you told me earlier, the harassment you had and the teargas that was thrown during the time of the funeral, how did
you cope knowing that you were carrying this baby that was no longer alive?

MS DAMANE: That terribly affected me. I could not eat, I lost a lot of weight as a result of that.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Damane, you have come to tell this story to us. What are your expectations from the
Commission?

MS DAMANE: If the Commission could help me with my elder child's education, because I am not working. He is in
standard nine at the moment. It is difficult to pay the school fees.

MS CRICHTON: How old was he when his father died?

MS DAMANE: Five years old.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Damane, is there anything further you wish to add to your testimony?

MS DAMANE: No, for now I am through.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. I am going to hand you back to the Chairperson in case my colleagues want to ask any
questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Damane, we would like to thank you for your statement that you have given to us, for the
courage you have had to bring it to us. We share, from this distant place, some of the pain that you had to bear in
carrying this child and we trust that having shared your story with us and with the nation you will now find peace and
that the requests you have made to the Commission will be considered by the President. Thank you for your story. You
may stay seated while the next witness is heard. Thank you Madam Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. Closer to Ms Funeka Voyiya. May I lead you with questions Mam. Your story is
similar to Mrs Damane's one. It is about yourself, what happened to you in October 1985 at Duncan Village. Is that so.

MS VOYIYA: Yes Mam.

CHAIRPERSON: You were also pregnant at that time. Will you briefly tell us what happened.

MS VOYIYA: Thank you Mam. In October 1985 I was pregnant, nine months pregnant.

CHAIRPERSON: Please lift up your voice.

MS VOYIYA: I did not feel well. It was as if my contractions were starting. Our toilets were quite far from the house,
because it was a communal toilet. I went for the first time to the loo. The second time I went there were a whole lot of
soldiers in the township, in and out of our houses. If we were cooking they would take the food and eat it. They did
anything they liked to do. It was like I was going to give birth, because it was, I was due to give birth at that time. There
were three soldiers towards the toilet. The three were facing me. I went to the loo. I saw them even the first time around.
Just before I got to the loo, I was not feeling well. I would hold on, I held onto the toilet door.



I heard, I felt something on my stomach, a bang. Then I fell down. I do not know what happened after that. The soldier
had apparently shot at me. The two were standing and the one was sitting down. I think it is the one that is sitting down
that had shot me. It is the neighbours that took me. They tried to get an ambulance. I was taken to hospital. I stayed in
hospital for six months, because the bullet shot me through the child to my back. The problem was that there was a
whole lot of damage inside of me. They were treating my insides and I had a problem with my back as well.

CHAIRPERSON: What happened to the baby that you were carrying?

MS VOYIYA: I did not notice anything on the first and second day. On the third day the doctor told me that my child
had died. On the third day they explained to me that I had lost my child. They asked me if I wanted to see the child. It
was a girl. I said, doctor, I do not have a daughter. I do not know, is there hope, will I ever get another child. The doctor
said it was ...

CHAIRPERSON: You said that you did not have a daughter, you only had sons?

MS VOYIYA: Yes, I only had sons.

CHAIRPERSON: And the doctor said that there was no hope that you would get another daughter?

MS VOYIYA: Yes, the doctor said that it was not possible.

CHAIRPERSON: After the six months in hospital how was your health? Were you able to go back to work?

MS VOYIYA: I was discharged. I tried to go to work, but I could not. I lost my job, because I would go to work and I
would get ill and I would have to go home.

CHAIRPERSON: So that is how you lost your job?

MS VOYIYA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Where were you working?

MS VOYIYA: At the cleaners.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Would you like to add something to your story? Is there something you would like to
add?

MS VOYIYA: Yes, I do.

CHAIRPERSON: What are your requests?

MS VOYIYA: If the Commission, as I am not working as a result of my back and when the weather is bad I have to be
in bed. If it is going to be cold I feel it in my body. I do not know what is happening with my back or my kidneys.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you try to get a disability grant or a pension?

MS VOYIYA: Yes, in 1987 I did try. However, for two days and two nights I was in a queue to as for this grant. On the
third day they said I must go get my folder from Frere Hospital. I went to, for my file. I got a female clerk. I went to the
hospital to check my file. When I came back from Frere Hospital I went back to that queue. There was on guy there, I
found one guy, not the lady who was there before. I gave him the file and I told him my situation. He said that I am very
young, I do not need a pension. I must go and ask for work, look for work. He tore the file. I then went back home.

CHAIRPERSON: When was this?

MS VOYIYA: It was in 1987.



CHAIRPERSON: Did you know the man who did this?

MS VOYIYA: No, I was told that he was a young man from Mooiplaas, but I do not know his name.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you have any medical records or a card from the hospital so that we can be able to find out
whether there are documents about you in hospital?

MS VOYIYA: In hospital they know me, because I spent a lot of time there and the doctor, if he is still there, he will
know me. I can ask the sisters who were there.

CHAIRPERSON: Do you still remember the name of the doctor?

MS VOYIYA: No, I do not remember the name of the doctor.

CHAIRPERSON: Which hospital was this? Was it Frere Hospital?

MS VOYIYA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Is that all you wanted to say?

MS VOYIYA: Yes, that is all. I have no more requests.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will hand over to my colleagues. Maybe you will be asked questions to clarify certain
matters. Thank you Mam. There are no questions. I would like Reverend Finca to make a conclusion.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson. Mrs Funeka Voyiya, we thank you very much for coming before the
Commission to open your heart the way you did and to tell us the painful things in which we as men cannot understand,
because what you have told us, men cannot understand how people feel under such situations. We thank you for giving
us this evidence. Our report to the President will be able to tell how women were harassed and how they were tortured
more than men at the, during the time of the struggle. We thank you on behalf of the Commission. Thank you
Chairperson.

------------------------------



TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 13 JUNE 1997

NAME: AMOS DIKO

CASE: EC1603/97ELN - MDANTSANE

DAY: 5

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Amos Diko. We
welcome you Mr Diko. Please stand up so that you can take an oath.

AMOS DIKO: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Diko. I will hand over to June Crichton to ask you questions on behalf of the
Commission.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Diko can you hear me?

MR DIKO: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Diko, have you come with a prepared statement that you want to read or are you wanting us to
lead you with questions?

MR DIKO: You can, you may lead me with questions.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. Mr Diko, perhaps if there is anything that we leave out and you want to leave your
statement that will be fine. You can just speak to the people at the table. Mr Diko, you have come today to tell us about
yourself and your wife, Abigail, that you were prison warders during the period of 1985 when this incident happened to
you on the 13th of August in 1985. You have come to tell us about the specific incident of what happened to you in
Duncan Village. Is it correct that you are now living in Gompol?

MR DIKO: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And the reason that you are living in Gompol is because of this incident that happened on the 13th of
August in 1985? Is that correct?

MR DIKO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: I am going to have over to you now to tell us just what happened on that day specifically and then we
will continue from there.

MR DIKO: Thank you. Chairperson, on the 11th of August 1985 I was at home, number three, 76, Scay Street in
Duncan Village here in East London. We were mourning for the death of Mrs Victoria Mxenge. At about five on that
particular day people came, they were coming from Victoria Mxenge's funeral. They were angry, because the police
killed Mrs Victoria Mxenge. There were rumours that the crowd is going to burn police houses, those who were
involved and those who were suspected to work, to be working with the Security Branch Police. At about five the crowd
met the police in Duncan Village and there was conflict. We slept on that day.

The following day, on a Monday morning, I was driving my car to work. I left my wife at home with a car and my



children. When I came back from home, from work at about seven, seven p.m., all the roads to Duncan Village were
closed by old cars and other objects. No car would, no car was supposed to go through Duncan Village. There were a lot
of police. They were stopping cars not to come to the township, because things were being burnt in the township. I took
my car and I kept it somewhere. The police could not even go in with their caspirs. I heard people singing freedom
songs. There was chaos, there was no peace.

I could see that there were buildings which were on fire, but I did not know who these buildings belonged to. I managed
to go to my house. After a while one woman from our community, but I do not know her name, came at home. She told
me that the crowd is coming towards our area and they were singing these freedom songs. They were going to burn the
police. This lady told us to run away, maybe we will also be affected. This surprised me, because I was not guilty of
anything. I had nothing against the Comrades. I never disrupted their attempts to fight for freedom, because I also
wanted freedom in this country. I never killed anyone.

At about 20 minutes after that other women came, two women. I do not know their names. They took my young
children, Nonzoezo, Mandla Inkosi and Zoliswa. They took them with them. They told us that they were going to
protect these children, because the crowd was coming to this house. My son Napayi who was still very young followed
them. I saw him jumping the fence and running away. He went to the bush. I told my wife that we must cover ourselves
with blankets and switch off the lights and leave the house. We then did that. These people were in our yard at this time.
Some of them saying that we must burn this person. Others tried to stop saying that this person was innocent. They
argued. Most of them were against this decision.

We covered ourselves with these blankets and we went with them to the street. They did not recognise us. Some of them
were saying that we must not be burnt down. We then went to a secure place in the bush. On that night we stayed there
in the bush waiting for what will happen. On the following day on the 13th, four a.m., we saw that our house was on
fire. We came nearer. We saw that my car, a bakkie, was also burnt.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Diko, I am going to just stop you for a moment, because if we give you too much time we will not
have time for our other witnesses. We have problems with electricity, as you know, so I am going to ask you a couple of
questions now and I would like you just to answer me. First of all, you are saying that your house was in flames, it was
now burning, your car was also burnt and at this point you had no idea where your children were. Is that correct?

MR DIKO: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Now, you also mentioned that there were some witnesses who saw this. One Magoba Galana and
Kabi, Kolisi Kabi. Who were these people? Were they next door neighbours?

MR DIKO: They were my neighbours, yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. Was your wife also a prison warder?

MR DIKO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And up till then in the community had there been any harassment of you or your wife, up until that
time?

MR DIKO: No.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Diko, when you decided to come to the Commission, what was it that you were hoping that we
would do for you?

MR DIKO: First of all, I would like to thank the Comrades in their struggle. Secondly, the past apartheid Government,
if it did not kill the political activists and Mxenge family, Mr Griffiths Mxenge and Victoria Mxenge, our house would
not have been burnt down. I would like the past Government to accept the consequences, because I lost my property. I
would like the past Government to be held responsible for the loss, for the loss of ...



MS CRICHTON: Are your children adults now Mr Diko?

MR DIKO: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And are you employed now?

MR DIKO: Yes, I am employed.

MS CRICHTON: And my last question to you is has there been reconciliation with yourself within Duncan Village or
have you not gone back there?

MR DIKO: Yes, I am working for them presently. I do not blame them. I do not blame them at all. I blame the past
Government for killing our leaders, our political activists, I do not blame them.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Diko, I thank you and I am going to hand you back to our Chairperson in case there are further
questions. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Mr Diko, for appearing before the Commission. I sympathise with you
because you lost your belongings. We have noted your requests before the Commission. We will forward them to the
President. Thank you Mr Diko.

MR DIKO: I have got something else to add. Sir, I have another request. I would like the Commission to help me,
because next year I will get a pension, I am supposed to get a pension. I would like the Commission to help me to find a
place to stay, because I am not going to be able to afford the house that I am staying in. Secondly, this affected my
health. I had, I suffered from high blood pressure, because of what happened to me together with my wife. I would like
to get free medical treatment. I am not asking this for myself only, but I am asking this for other fellow Comrades.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Diko, we have your written requests. In your statement you have mentioned a request about your
house, support of your family, medical treatment, compensation of your house. We do have your requests. We will send
them to the President. He will be the one to decide. Thank you Sir.

------------------------------
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REV FINCA: We’d like to call Mbongeni Nicholas Bam.

MR MBONGENI NICHOLAS BAM: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: I will lead you with questions Mr Bam. Are you going to talk about your brother?

MR BAM: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us his story briefly.

MR BAM: My brother disappeared on the 13th of April 1981, we did not know his whereabouts. After a while we heard
that he left the country with his other friends. In 1982, ‘83 and in 1984 I heard from one guy that there were cadres who
came to this country saying that my brother died in exile. We waited for more information from the ANC because we
expected them to come to my home to explain how he got injured. We waited until 1994 after the elections. Other
cadres came back. All this time I didn’t tell my mother because I thought she would be shocked.

REV XUNDU: You said that it was in 1984.

MR BAM: He left the country in 1981. In 1984 I heard the news that he died in 1983. We didn’t hear anything after
that. When other cadres came back to the country I decided to tell my mother what happened because she would hear
that there were other cadres who were coming back and she would enquire about her son. I then told her because his
friends were also coming back. When I told her I said that there were officers of the ANC who were supposed to come
to my home to report this matter and they said there is this person who is going to go door to door to the family
members of those who died in exile but up until to-day nobody came.

REV XUNDU: This man Phakamisa Gulwa, is he the one who told you your brother died in 1983?

MR BAM: Who?

REV XUNDU: Phakamisa Gulwa, is he the one who told you that your brother died in 1983?

MR BAM: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What did he say happened?

MR BAM: He said that they were shot in a firing squad and they were penalised.



REV XUNDU: Did you go to an ANC office to enquire about what exactly happened?

MR BAM: I went everywhere. I went to the ANC offices in town and they said I was going to meet Mr Ingalitsha but
every time I went there I could not see him. I then contacted Mxebe Sebata and he said we were going to meet in the
ANC offices. When we got there he took me to another guy who took my statement out and they said they were going to
come to my home but up until to-day they didn’t.

One day we were attending a funeral of a cadre in King William’s Town, David May and I was shown that Mr
Ingalitsha was there. I said that I was looking for him. He was not in the office at that time we were just at a funeral. I
said that I wanted to ask him something and he said yes I knew Sipho, he was in Lesotho. He wanted me to give him my
particulars as well as my mother’s and they would do a follow-up. I told him that my mother was not well since this
incident.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. What would you like the Commission to do for you Sir?

MR BAM: I think my mother will be satisfied if her son’s bones could be exhumed so that she can re-bury them.

REV XUNDU: Did your brother have a child?

MR BAM: No, he did not have any children.

REV XUNDU: Is that all you request?

MR BAM: No, secondly I would like the ANC to come to my home to tell my mother officially what happened to my
brother.

REV XUNDU: Is that all Sir?

MR BAM: Yes, that is all.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, I will hand over to the Chairperson and maybe my colleagues will ask you certain questions,
thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Bam, where you here when Mrs Tonisi was giving evidence?

MR BAM: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you hear when she said there were papers found in town?

MR BAM: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you see those papers?

MR BAM: Yes, I do have a copy.

MR SANDI: Was your brother mentioned in those papers?

MR BAM: No, except that it was written that Sipho Bam died in a certain year in Angola. There is no further
explanation.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Bam, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Bam, Mrs Koliti, is she here?



MRS KOLITI: Yes.

REV FINCA: Mrs Tonisi, Mr Gobizembe and Thembakazi Tuku you’ve given us very painful and a difficult task with
the regard to the disappearance of the people who were tortured those who were in exile under the ANC. I would like to
add that there are also other incidents mentioned about the ill-treatment of women who were there. These are very
painful stories to those listening.

You also added that even though such incidents happened there were no people who came to report to the family
members in a dignified manner about these incidents. You’ve requested us to make an investigation and to find answers
so that we can forward them to you to inform you exactly what happened to your people. I would like to say that there is
hope that we might get these answers. There’s hope because in the past few weeks when the political parties appeared
before the Commission most of them came before the Commission and said that they did not know what happened but I
would like to say that the ANC took a different position from other political parties in that it came before the
Commission and it owned up at the highest level instead of denying these incidents. The ANC has already confirmed
before the Commission that these things did happen, these are not just accusations they are things that happened in exile
and it gave the Commission other people’s names and we have to inform their families that these people were brutally
killed in ANC camps in exile. Secondly they have declared publicly that they are going to work with the Commission so
that we can get answers to each and every case and report back to the families. I think this will help us answer your
questions.

What is going to be difficult is to answer to the situations where other political parties were involved because they
denied their involvement but we will try to find some answers. We know that it is very painful that other children came
back to support and work for their families after a long in exile. Others did not come back and some families do not
know whether these children are alive or not. I hope that as the ANC promised in public that it will help us it will do so,
so that we can find out these answers and so that we will be able to present before the President your requests regarding
their bones.

We thank you for being brave and coming forward to the Commission, thank you.

-----------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Opens hearing with a hymn and a prayer.

REV FINCA: We are going to remember those that you’re going to talk about, those who have passed away in different
ways. We’ll light the candle to reflect their presence amongst us as we are going to witness about them.

Could you please stand while I read their names with reverence. We remember Deric John Whitfield, Boyce Michael
Wheeler, Virginia Panziso, Jeff Wabena, Gerge Botha, Arnold Gush, Leon Meyer and Jacqueline Ann Quinn. May they
rest in peace Lord and give them everlasting light. Amen.

We welcome everybody here to-day on the second day of our hearings in East London. We welcome those that are
going to be testifying before this Commission, those people who are going to tell l the stories of their lives, the
oppression and depravation of their as human beings. This hearing to-day will be live on radio and we ask that you will
co-operate so that there is order in this hall so that all South Africans can get a clear understanding of the hearings to-
day.

There are attorneys here, legal representatives who will appear before the Commission. They will be representing
perpetrators as we sent them notices under Section 30 of the Truth and Reconciliation Law. If these attorneys could
please approach the panel so that we can give them a stipulated time. We are going to start with perpetrators with legal
representatives from mid-day however if there are people with special requests or if they want to change their time they
can approach the panel so that we can organise it.

I’m going to hand over to Miss Maya to read the list of people who are going to appear before the Commission to-day.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. This morning the tenth of June 1997 I’m going to read the list of people
who are going to appear before the Commission, people whose rights were violated. I’m going to read these names in a
chronological order. I’ll read the witness’s name, the victim, the nature of violation and the are of violation and then I
will read the year of the incident.

The first five people that we have are people falling under the same incident when a hotel in High Gate was bombed.
Doreen Rousseau who will be speaking about herself - attempted murder, Bernice Whitfield will be speaking about
Deric John Whitfield who was murdered, Neville Belling will be talking about himself - attempted murder, Nkosinathi
Gontshi will be speaking about himself - attempted murder, Francina Wheeler will be speaking about Boyce Michael
Wheeler who was murdered. These are all the High Gate cases.



Norhoza Yenana will be speaking about Virginia Panziso who was murdered in East London in 1988, Nomakhosazana
Mavubengwana will be speaking about Jeff Ngxeke Wabena who was murdered in East London in 1988.

Pralene Mora Botha will be speaking about George Botha who was murdered in Port Elizabeth in 1976, Mxolisi Leleki
who will be speaking about himself - severe ill-treatment in East London in 1993.

Mandla Tobezweni who will be speaking about himself - tortured in Mdantsane in 1987, Mandla Engelani who will be
speaking about himself - severe in East London (Duncan Village) in 1985.

Mxolisi Monakali will be speaking about himself - attempted murder Mdantsane in 1981, Naledi Gush-Nkula will be
speaking about Arnold Gush - murdered in East London in 1990.

Christian Peter Meyer who will be speaking about Leon Lionel Meyer and Jacqueline Ann Quin who was murdered in
Lesotho in 1985.

Zwelakhe Bkikitsha who will be speaking about himself - tortured in Mdantsane in 1987.

Joseph Cochran who will be speaking about himself - severe ill-treatment in East London in 1989.

Mawonga Gom who will be speaking about himself - tortured in Mdantsane from 1982 to 1986.

Mr Chairperson, number eight in our list excuse me, number seven in our list Nomakhosazana Mavubengwana has
requested that she comes and gives evidence to-morrow rather than to-day as she has a bit of a problem. The High Gate
incident was in 1993. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you, Miss Maya. We are going to let you know that we have changed in our proceedings to-day.
The families that are going to talk about the High Gate incident, we are going to start with Neville Belling instead of
Doreen Rousseau.

Secondly, at eleven or eleven thirty the Commission is going to adjourn for about forty five minutes to an hour so that
the Commissioners get a chance to go to High Gate where the High Gate massacre occurred. We’re going to give
reverence to those who were injured and those who passed away during that incident. We would also like to inspect the
site as we usually do when we deal with such matters. Thirdly, the notices I have for people who want to appear before
the Commission giving their side of the story with allegations from witnesses, Mr T Jordan requests that he gives his
side of the story in connection with Mxolisi Leleki’s testimony, Dudley van Heerden will represent ...(inaudible)
Mdigane who has a submission in connection with Naledi Gush-Nkula’s testimony. He would like to rectify Naledi
Gush-Nkula’s testimony. Mr ....(inaudible) regarding the same incident will represent Mr Citi Legol. We do not have a
statement from Mr Legol on Tonga. If they are present could they please furnish us with these statements before we can
call them onto the stand. Number fifteen, Zwelakhe Bkikitsha, Mr Bibi Ntonga will be representing Mr - who is
apparently a perpetrator in this case. As they do not have a statement could they please provide us with that before they
appear before the Commission. It is not clear to us whether Mr I.C. Clarke would like to appear before the Commission
in connection with Gloyce Nomnono. We have a statement, if Mr I.C. Clark or the husband is here or Lewis Nomnono
please let us know if you are present because the statement has to be read before the Commission. Subject to those
alterations in our programme we will now proceed.

I will call to the podium Mr Neville Belling whom I understand is accompanied by his father, to take the stand.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Can I find out the name of the other gentleman. Who is with Neville? He’s
also Neville. Thank you. I’m going to ask you to take the oath starting with the Jnr. You don’t have to stand but I’m
going to ask you to take the oath.

MR NEVILLE BELLING (JNR): (sworn states)

MR NEVILLE BELLING (SNR): (sworn states)



REV FINCA: Thank you, we welcome Neville Belling Junior and Senior. We will ask Mr Sandi to direct some
questions based on the statement that you have supplied to the Commission and give you a chance to state your
evidence to the Commission.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Good morning Mr Belling, let me say I’m glad that we have eventually met
because we’ve been doing a lot of talking on the phone over the past few days. To avoid confusion when I ask a
question to the father I will say Mr Belling Senior and when the question is directed to the son I will say Mr Belling
Junior. As the Chairman of the panel has already stated I will ask a few questions. The idea is not to trick you or to try
to say that your story is not true, the idea is simply to assist you to present your evidence to the Commission as it has
been stated in your statement. I’m not quite sure how you’re going to present your evidence, are we going to start with
Mr Belling the Junior and then the father to assist him?

MR BELLING: We’ll leave it to you.

MR SANDI: Okay. Mr Belling Junior as I go through your statement it appears that you will be talking about the
shooting which occurred at the High Gate Hotel on the first of May 1993, is that correct?

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, that’s correct.

MR SANDI: According to that statement you were one of the people who were shot on that day, is that correct?

MR BELLING (JNR): That’s correct.

MR SANDI: Can I now hand over to you to tell the whole story, how it happened what you saw and so on.

MR BELLING (JNR): Okay. On Saturday the first of May 1993 shortly before ten p.m. my cousin Roland Parker and I
arrived at the High Gate Hotel, East London. On our arrival we immediately entered the bar and took up seating at the
bar counter near the doorway to the poolroom, we then ordered bears from the bartender and shortly after our drinks had
arrived I suddenly heard the sound of running footsteps approaching the entrance. I then turned my head to the right and
looked directly at the bar entrance where I then saw a Black male person appearing in the doorway. This Black male
was wearing black trousers, white shirt and a brownish coloured jacket. This Black male was carrying a rifle in his hand
the make of which is unknown to me. I’d just entered the bar area and having just entered the bar area this Black male
came to a halt and he then directed the barrel of the firearm to my position. I then chose for my well-being and dived to
my left pulling my cousin Roland Parker to the ground with me.

On my crashing to the floor I suddenly felt that I had lost the feeling of my left arm and at this stage I was looking away
from the door and although unable to see what was taking place I heard the gunman continue to direct fire at the patrons
in the bar. While the shooting continued I suddenly heard a loud explosion coming from inside the bar area after which
the light became dull. I then suddenly heard something roll on the floor behind me and fearing that this object was an
explosive device I braced myself for a further explosion. No explosion came and I heard ssss sound over the gunfire. I
then realised that teargas had been set off in the bar and I was choking on the teargas. Shortly after my having
determined that the teargas was inside the bar area the shooting suddenly ceased. I then dragged myself into the
conference room to escape the teargas and was later removed from this area by the paramedics.

As a result of this attack I sustained injuries of a serious nature to my left arm, left hip and also internal injuries and I
feel that nobody had the right or permission to cause such injuries to me or attempt to take my life.

MR SANDI: Was anyone arrested in connection with this incident?

MR BELLING (JNR): I do not know.

MR SANDI: No-one has been taken to court on charges of having done this?

MR BELLING (SNR): No. The guy my son identified, he identified him from photos that were shown to him long
afterwards and then it was told to me at a later stage that this very same guy that he identified as the guy who actually



did the shooting towards them was shot and killed in Umtata in a robbery case, an armed robbery case there. So
apparently he was shot then and they didn’t have any other person, they didn’t catch anybody in any case.

MR SANDI: So nothing has happened by way of criminal prosecution?

MR BELLING (SNR): No, nothing on that.

MR SANDI: Were you taken to hospital after the incident?

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, I was.

MR SANDI: Can we talk about that part of it?

MR BELLING (JNR): When I arrived at casualty I had to wait for the specialist to arrive, I was conscious all the time.
At that stage they only knew of my left arm that was shot because I was lying on my back and I was busy complaining
about back pain. When the specialist arrived they turned me over on my side and found three bullet holes in my back
after which they immediately rushed me to theatre. By the time I got to theatre I was unconscious as I had hardly had
any blood in my body.

MR SANDI: Are you receiving any medical treatment to-day for the injuries sustained?

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, I am.

MR SANDI: Can you talk about that?

MR BELLING (JNR): My medication?

MR SANDI: Yes.

MR BELLING (JNR): Well at this stage I’m going through six hundred tablets a month for pain and sleeping. I suffer
from dizziness because of the explosion the balancing of my ears was damaged.

MR SANDI: I understand from your statement you were twenty at the time of the incident.

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, I was.

MR SANDI: Were you a scholar or were you working?

MR BELLING (JNR): I was working at that stage.

MR SANDI: You’re not working at the moment?

MR BELLING (JNR): No, I’m not.

MR SANDI: Is that as a result of the shooting you sustained?

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, that’s right.

MR SANDI: Is there anything Mr Belling Senior that you want to add to the testimony?

MR BELLING (SNR): He’s gone through a lot of pain and suffering. He was in hospital for a long, long time and he’s
been through numerous operations, three different operations. His heart had stopped and they battled to revive him due
to the fact that all the operations he was having. He had up to three operations sometimes in one week which is too
much for an individual and this caused the heart muscles to weaken. I spoke to the anesthetist and he explain why. They
were very scared to take him on at any stage to do any operations as there was a big problem to operate on him because
the fear was that he wouldn’t come out of the anesthetic again. He’s had a lot of damage to himself and the specialist on



the very first operation after the shooting told me that for the next thirty years he’ll be going in and out or hospital for
different operations. The damage is so bad to his hip that they cannot replace his hip which needs replacement because a
replaced hip only lasts for about ten years and they can only replace it twice. Therefore he’s got to wait until he’s in his
fifties before he can have a hip replacement so until then he has to suffer with that hip and other ailments that he’s got
and so on for which he is taking medication.

The other side which I’d like to mention to the Commission is what must be taken into consideration is his social
lifestyle at his age I mean these are things which sometimes we do not think about. I’m discussing it because he perhaps
wouldn’t mention these things and to me it’s not funny at all because at his age his friends are getting married and this
type of thing. If you go that far right into it which is not very nice for him living like that, he’s sort of living on his own,
he cannot socialise much in various places. He’s also got a colostomy, a permanent colostomy which will never be
changed. That has been told to us. In the doctors’ reports which I’ve given to the Commission you can go through them
at any other stage and you can see what I’m getting at. Even the Government on the Welfare side, their panel of doctors
booked him as eighty percent disabled when they read these statements and I don’t why this has actually taken so long.
I’d like to know, to find out if the Commission can go further with it. I have got statements here which I’ve sent in long
ago, long before the Truth Commission was ever thought of, I’ve been working on this case ever since then but I never
seem to get through to anybody. The first lot of documentation I sent through registered and so on didn’t go through it
just disappeared and nobody knew what was going on. I eventually thought I must get somebody in Parliament to assist
me now that we can talk directly. I eventually got hold of Senator Ray Radie. Everything with regard to what we’re
discussing here you can refer back to Senator Ray Radie, he helped us out a lot to get through so that we can get into the
Truth Commission. We were supposed to be in the first Truth Commission that came to East London but nobody called
us up and the week after they’d finished off then only they got hold of us which was too late. Ray Radie had already
spoken to them about us going in there otherwise we would have been through this Truth Commission then already but
the delays went on and on. I’ve got letters here which I can show you which was now recently, last month that Ray
Radie was sending to the Commission to get going with it and so on you know. There’s the claims that I’ve made you
know which are claims to the Commission for compensation to him. That is all on paper and I won’t mention that now if
you don’t want me to mention it but it is here, you’ve got it all there too because I’ve given it all in so we can go
through those things.

On his side of it the basic fact is he is disabled for life, he’s got no social life anymore, he’s got a future to look at ahead
of him and to look after him. That is why I’ve made that claim so that he can look after himself because my wife and I
are not going to be around forever. Also this whole issue here has turned our whole lifestyle upside down. We are
completely in a shambles since this has happened, it’s ripped us to pieces and my wife is ... it’s taken twenty years out
of our lives, this issue. It was not funny at all and even now he’s got a lot of chances of having heart attacks, strokes and
all this. There’s a lot to take into consideration and the medical side is a terrible issue because he’s now suffering with
all sorts of things. He’s developed ulcers at a young age.

The other side of it is they changed the medication around to try and prevent the ulcers but all this medication ... what
about is kidneys, he’s got a chance of his kidneys collapsing and so on with all this medication. We’ve got to think of all
these things, it’s not you know funny to even ... you can’t even sleep nice and so on. He doesn’t sleep properly, he’s
taking sleeping tablets. He’s got to live on these things and so on and he can’t even sit in one place even now he’s been
complaining that he’s getting a lot of pain again. The hip is completely shattered, it looked like a spiderweb inside there
and the specialist said to me only nature can take it’s course now because they cannot put a new hip in hip and he has to
carry on suffering until he’s here in his fifties which is a long time until he can get a new hip change you know. This is a
very bad business and so on, very bad.

MR SANDI: Do I understand you to say that you are not happy with the medical treatment he is receiving?

MR BELLING (SNR): No, the medical treatment is excellent but it’s the amount that he’s got to take due to the damage
that’s has been caused by him being shot which is the big thing. The thing is what I’m getting at too is, I’d like to
mention to the Commission that these were really innocent people, I’m talking about High Gate, King William’s Town,
Queenstown and the St James Church. These were completely innocent people they had no connections or anything to
do with political or criminal activities whatsoever. I feel that these are the people that should be brought in as priority,
do you understand. They’ve never been in political issues that there was cause for them to be shot and so on. They were



completely innocent people. Completely innocent. So I feel that all in all those four I mentioned should be given
priority, do you understand? I don’t want to push other people away or anything but these are the completely innocent
people, they had nothing to do with any political issues at all that they got involved in those issues to be shot or gave
anybody any reason to shoot them. There was no reason whatsoever for these people to be shot. Completely on a social
basis and they got shot. He went to his cousin and for the first time they went into a pub they went to the Kentucky
Fried Chicken and on their way back they decided to go and play a bit of pool. These are not guys who go and live in
the pub, they’ve not those type of guys. They just went in there to go and play snooker and they decided they will have a
quick beer. They didn’t even have anything out of that beer. I saw it with my own eyes, I even took video footage of the
whole issue because I was in the force myself and the blokes let me in there to have a look. I know exactly what that
place looked like when I went in there. Everything was there, their change was lying there, their cigarettes, lighter and
everything was there in place where they fell when they got shot at that particular place. It was totally uncalled for. It
was completely uncalled for.

MR SANDI: Are there any specific requests that you would like to raise to this Commission so that it can pass them
over to the State President and his colleagues?

MR BELLING (SNR): As far as I’m concerned the ball is in the court of the Government, okay. I say previous and
present Government the ball is in their court and they must just pay out to compensate because there is an Act here that
is in one of my statements. There is a Terrorists Act. I’ve got that Act in here where they should be paid out in any
Terrorist activities and so on. I’ve got it here. I’ve given all these to the Commission too, everything is there. If you
want to at some stage I can go through it with you to point these things out and so on you know then I can explain better
on the issue.

MR SANDI: Are you talking about the Law pertaining to compensation to victims of terrorism?

MR BELLING (SNR): That’s right.

MR SANDI: We’ll talk a lot more about that when you show us the documents. Is there any other specific request that
you would like to ... (interrupted)

MR BELLING (SNR): I would like to request to the Commission and you can pass that over, that these folks get
compensated which I feel is no more than fair that they get compensated for their injuries. Take a case like him now or
anyone else as a matter of fact I’d like to talk on behalf of the other folks too but being injured like this is not funny. In
to-day’s time the cost of living is going up and up heavily. What’s it going to cost in another twenty five or thirty years
time. Terrible. You know this is not funny. They can get that out they can sort something out. He can work on
something that he can keep himself occupied. Do you understand? To make a little business or whatever he wants to do
with it. He can keep himself occupied. At the moment he can’t work and he’s on a very small pension from the
Company which is very good. He’s only on a very small paid pension and he can’t live on that and then there’s the
medical aid which is assisting him yes but there is certain amounts he’s got to pay out and he pays out of the pension
side of it so what does he really get out of his pension? Nothing he’s sitting and battling. So he needs that compensation
which I feel is no more than right that the Government pay out.

MR SANDI: I’m sorry for the interruption Mr Belling, before we conclude and I hand you over to the Chairman I see
that in the statement there’s something about psychological treatment. Would you like to explain that very briefly?

MR BELLING (SNR): Yes, he was sent in for psychological treatment to sort of rehabilitate his mind and so on.
Coming from that area of shock that they went through has actually built up a lot of trauma in these guys and still now
it’s never to be forgotten. He did go to Doctor Woods and he went on treatment and then Doctor Woods said that there’s
nothing much that they can do for the simple reason that it’s got to be dealt with by him personally that he himself is the
only one who can rehabilitate himself and sort it out. This was after Doctor Woods had gone through him. I can give
you the name too. Doctor Woods. Treatment did not improve any symptoms at all. He did not improve after the
treatment he had with the Psychologists. So he did go through all that and the specialist turned around and said he’ll
have to go through with it but how long it’s going to take him is another story but these guys cannot forget the stuff.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mr Belling Senior and Mr Belling Junior. If there are any issues or information that



you’ve forgotten to convey to the Commission you have time to do so when my colleagues from the panel ask
questions. Thank you very much Sir, thank you Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Belling Junior I just want to make a statement first and then ask you a question. I really do admire
your courage in coming forward to-day considering the pain that you are in now. I want to clarify one thing, you are
getting a disability grant is that correct?

MR BELLING (JNR): I’m not getting a disability grant I’m getting a pension from my work.

MS CRICHTON: You’re getting a pension from your work. Right. The second thing is just to ask you quite a personal
question relating to how you actually feel about this matter yourself. We’ve heard a lot from your father about his
feelings about it, can you just tell me what you feel even if it’s contradictory to what your father might have said.

MR BELLING (JNR): I feel very bitter about it. As my father said I’ve got no social life and I’m the age of twenty four
now. I see my friends go ahead enjoying their life which I can’t do at this stage.

MS CRICHTON: Your father mentioned that should there be compensation you might consider having a small business
.. (end of tape)

REV FINCA: Just one question to Mr Neville Belling Junior. It’s a question about your attitude towards this process of
perpetrators of extreme acts of violence coming forward to own up to what they’ve done, what will your feeling be
when a person who is responsible for destroying your life in the manner in which it has been destroyed if you were to
come forward and confess and ask for amnesty?

MR BELLING (JNR): I don’t in my opinion feel that they should get amnesty. If they knew what we went through, the
pain and the suffering, the pain you can’t explain it’s unexplainable I can’t explain the pain I went through. There were
days when I felt as if I was dying and I was dying at some stage and it’s hard to forgive a person for that for what they’d
done.

REV FINCA: Your attitude would be that having gone through what you have gone through those who are responsible
for these acts must face the consequences of that by going to jail and serving their full sentence?

MR BELLING (JNR): Yes, I do.

REV FINCA: Mr Belling Senior you are a father to your son and you are able to articulate the pain that the family has
gone through, I would want to direct the same question to you. How do you see this?

MR BELLING (SNR): I see it in the same light because they knew before they went there what their intentions were ...
(interrupted)

REV FINCA: Turn the mike towards you.

MR BELLING (SNR): They knew before they went there what their intentions were so to me it’s a premeditated issue
they’d already planned it because according to the witnesses I won’t mention it now but according to the witnesses there
these people were sitting and having something to eat there and they got up and opened their jackets and they just ... or
opened up the butts of the AK47’s and then they took off and that’s when they started shooting. So they were there long
before, they had already sized the whole place up. These guys knew what they were doing before they even went there
they knew what their intentions were so there’s no argument that it was done on the spur of the moment or anything like
that. What he’s gone through is terrible. This guy had septicemia, he nearly died like he said he nearly died a couple of
time without the heart problems. The one specialist phoned me at twenty to six on a Saturday morning, I’ll never forget
it and he said to me Mr Belling I’ve got to rush your son into theatre because if we don’t operate he’s going to die and if
we do operate he’s only got a fifty percent chance. Now you must hear something like that. It’s not funny really it’s not
funny. This went on and on.



My wife was working and came home at night, we had a nurse looking after him for five days a week because he had a
huge hole and I’m not exaggerating of that size on his leg. They had to drain it three or four times a day and their was an
AK47 bullet in the leg and every time they X-rayed I marked of the X-rays and so on the bullet had disappeared. In the
meantime it was moving up and down his leg. We’ve got the bullet. I should have brought it with me it was corroded
and a badly corroded bullet. This is the type that the terrorist used. They come out of all the filthy places and I know
because I’ve dealt with this before. Anyway with all the septicemia and so on he nearly died a few times and they had to
operate on him and this was terrible things he had to go through. He’s had many operations on his hip. The authopedics
had to sort him out. This guy went through endless pain and then my wife had to deal with him when she came home
because the nurse went off. Many of the times she’d work right through the night with him and went back to work the
next day with no sleep. This was killing to all of us it wasn’t funny at all. We had no lifestyle at all. There was no ways
we could go out or anything like that not that we were people to do that but Saturdays, Sundays and right through the
nights we went on and on with him to fight with him. I even built everything, an authopedic bed at home even on top of
that monkey chain. I built all of that because I’m a versatile guy, I can do welding and that type of thing. I made all
these things better than what they had in hospital. I had everything there that he could try to do exercises with weights.
We went through everything and everything costs money. I’ve got no money left either because of all this. My money is
also finished. We spent everything on him. It runs into money all the time it just runs into thousands of rands and it
doesn’t stop, it doesn’t stop at all.

I’m just trying to explain to the Commission how we went through this whole issue and we still have got problems with
him and he still goes to the doctors now and again although he’s settled down a lot. Our biggest problem is all this pain
that he has, that he lives with. He’s got to take six hundred tablets a month which is not very funny at all. He’s forced to
take them, he’s got to take them otherwise he can’t move around in any way. He’s still on crutches and he’ll be like this
and suffer like this until he’s fifty odd. He’s got a colostomy bag too. That’s not a funny thing to have either because
you can’t be in company with a colostomy bag and this type of thing. There’s nothing nice about it at all. We went
through compete hell with this issue really and it’s just buggerd our whole life up completely. It’s messed our whole life
up.

I feel that the Government should look at compensating these people. We were talking about a little business. It might
be something small that he can keep himself and his mind occupied so that he can try and drift away from this issue that
he’s been through because it’s never going to leave him completely. Even his cousin that was with him, if something
bangs next to him this guy takes off like a bullet and he goes down on his tummy. He’s still very, very nervous this guy.
He’s been going for treatment too but he was the worst hit out of them all except for those people that were shot and
killed and also those who lost ... like Webber lost his arm and so on and Doreen and these people, they also got badly
injured. He was really the worst hit. He was living in hospital all the time, all the operations he’s had is unbelievable.
I’ve handed all the reports from all the specialists to the Commission so that you people can go through them and study
them whenever you like. I’ve given you copies of that. Then you’ll really see what he went through.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Belling Senior you have referred to this as a premeditated act of brutal murder.

MR BELLING (SNR): Yes.

REV FINCA: And you have given us a glimpse of the kind of suffering that your family went through and how your life
has been totally changed by one act of brutal even mad act of murder. You have referred to people who are victims of
the High Gate murder and King William’s Town and Queenstown in this region and the church in Cape Town. You say
that those people who are responsible for this must really be taken to court and face the consequences of their actions.
Would you say the same for all people who have committed acts of murder during the conflicts of the past or would you
feel that these four cases should be treated differently from the rest of the cases?

MR BELLING (SNR): I feel personally that it’s an act of cowardice because they’re hitting soft targets so called soft
targets. These so called soft targets are targets where there’s no firing back, those people have not firearms with them
and that is why they go in and attack those people that they know that can’t fire back at them and then they take off and
run away but if somebody does shoot back at them and I’ve see it with my own eyes already, they run right out of their
boots to get away they even throw their firearms away. The thing is these four places I feel that they were real honest
soft target areas.



Take the Church for instance there they’re serving the Lord. This is where our big problem is that we have in this
country too because Satan is leading everything and we must realise that the only way there is going to be peace or any
peace that will come only one way and that is everybody opens their hearts to the Lord that’s knocking on that door then
only then there will be peace otherwise there will be no peace and that is for sure. They allow Satan to take over and
guide them and put everything into their heads and that’s exactly what is happening and we bypass that issue by not
looking up to the Lord and having the powers and the spirits of the Lord upon you then only you will be in a safe
situation but then you have to carry on otherwise Satan chases you all the time. He insisted to be baptised on the twenty
eighth of February 1993 and he insisted to be baptised in a new Church of ours that opened up and then he was shot in
that May and I explained to them afterwards that is where Satan is chasing you. This is one of the reasons where you got
involved in that. How did he get out of all this? Only by prayers and the Lord’s powers to guide the specialists to do the
operations to get him through. That’s the only thing that brought him through. We’ve got to look upon the Lord instead
of looking at all these wild things that’s going on. It’s all Satan that’s driving these things into everybody. That is the
big mistake we are looking at whereas if we open our hearts to the Lord let him come in then we will have peace in the
world not only here in South Africa I’m talking about the world. Look right around us at what is going on, the most
terrible things are happening, cruel things that one would never even have imagined seeing. I would like to say that
those four areas are real soft targets they should never have just been hit like that. That was a cowardly act as far as I’m
concerned. These people should be sorted out in a very harsh manner as to what the law takes it to. That’s what I’d like
to see because these people are all in a bad situation especially a Church. How can they go and hit on a Church? They’re
going to answer to the biggest judge of all and that’s God our Father in heaven. That’s the one they’re going to answer
to for sure, sure. They’re going to all answer to Him so we’re not even worried what happens here. That day is coming,
we will all go through that day. That day’s coming and judgement will be done. All those perpetrators they will for ever
live in condemnation that’s for sure. We look upon it that way again.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Belling. Last question, Reverend Xundu?

REV XUNDU: Just to get the thing into perspective for my understanding, you are saying that all perpetrators should go
the same route of being taken to court be they Sharpeville where people were just massacred without having guns, be
they June the sixteenth. Shall we raise those names and say the amnesty process is irrelevant because I think that you are
making a statement which I think makes the amnesty process an irrelevant process in terms of reconciliation for South
Africa. I just want to get it on record that you are saying that all those people who have been perpetrators like in
Sharpeville on June the sixteenth who suffered at the hands of the police and Maduna State in Uitenhage were just
mowed down. That those people who committed that in your opinion should not be granted amnesty, they should be
charge and imprisoned.

MR BELLING (SNR): Well, they did the damage they should have thought first and thought about the Lord first before
they did things like that. They are doing acts and deeds for Satan himself. It’s acts of Satan that is going through
.............. What he puts in their minds and they should have thought of that fist but to take an act like that and put it into
action like if I had to go and start mowing people down here then I should be sorted out for that. Never mind who he is,
who the person is. They should be sorted out according to the laws of the country. It should be sorted out and I feel the
maximum should be dealt with, with these people because this is not the way that we should be living. That is why there
is all this conflict. I don’t care who the person is White or Black there’s no discrimination with me at all. I look at the
criminal that’s what I look at. I don’t care who he is if he’s done wrong he’s done wrong and that’s it. So then they
should be sorted out.

REV FINCA: Mr Belling thank you very much, thank you Mr Belling Junior. You have told us that you are in extreme
pain and I don’t know whether you are going to wait for the rest of the High Gate testimonies to be heard or do you
want us to release you straight away? There are still four more other people from the High Gate incident who want to
testify. Are you going to remain or do you want to be released?

MR BELLING (SNR): He’ll remain here.

REV FINCA: You’ll remain, thank you very much. I will convey a word of thanks to you all after you’ve all testified.

MR BELLING (SNR): Could I ask one other questions. With all due respect to the Commission is it not going to take



another four years before we hear of any progress? I’m saying this with all due respect to the Commission because this
had been a nightmare I’ve even got more grey hairs that my other grey hairs in these four years.

REV FINCA: The matter is completely out of our hands Mr Belling, what we do is to take the information from victims
compile a report to the President and then the President has to act.

MR BELLING (SNR): I understand that’s why I say with due respect I would be happy if we could hear as soon as
possible.

REV FINCA: Thank you.

MR BELLING (SNR): Thank you very much.

-----------------------------------
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REV FINCA: We will now call Zwelakhe Bikitsha. While he is coming up to the stage I would like to ask all the
witnesses for to-day to go to that table to ask for Mr Pilanxhumba so those that those can appear to-morrow can tell us
and those who cannot we will try to squeeze them in to-day because it is clear that we do not have enough time to finish
our order. Those who are able to appear to-morrow please go to that table and indicate whether you will be able to
appear to-morrow or not.

Mr Bikitsah Zwelakhe we welcome you, we will ask Reverend Xundu to help you take the oath so that you can give us
your testimony.

MR ZWELAKHE BIKITSHA: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Bikitsha I greet you, your story is concerning what happened to you is
that correct?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, that is correct.

MISS MAYA: We have a date here is the 16th of July 1987?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, that is correct.

MISS MAYA: Where your home was attacked and one person died inside the house and certain police were injured.
Are you going to talk about that story?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes.

MISS MAYA: Please tell us briefly what happened on that day.

MR BIKITSHA: On the 16th of July 1987 Matemba and I got up in the morning, Matemba Vuso. I was preparing to
come to Highway to have my shoes repaired at the shoemaker. I left him behind cleaning. I went to Highway and I did
all that I was supposed to do. On my return, as I was using the main road up to Mount Ruth I got to the T-junction
joining the way from Cecilia Makiwane Hospital I heard a noise. When I looked towards the right I found that the
children from Hosanah College toyi-toying. There was someone standing next to me I asked him what was going on and
he pointed in front of me and said I must look. As I looked there was a Hippo a Casspir turning towards the main street
going to Mount Ruth. At the time there was a group of soldiers walking down from people’s houses. As I was trying to



figure what was going on this Casspir went from house to house. I thought that they’d got lost. It went into the fourth
house. I walked into a house opposite this Casspir and a White policeman came towards me pointing a gun at me saying
that I must get out of the way. I tried to go back home but as I turned right going home I turned left again going straight
home. As I got into the street I saw that there were a whole lot of white cars Ford Sierra’s and Ford Escourts. I walked
right past and I had a bag with me. I looked at my house and I realised that my fencing had fallen apart. Outside my
house there were blankets and bedspreads. I walked past my house. I walked past my house. Steven Knipe...... I left my
bag there with Tammy and I told him that I would come back. There were a whole lot of things going on. Even though I
was there by mistake I told myself that I was going to go to the Border Council of Churches. As I was going up the road
a child called out to me. This child told me about his brother who was in exile. They were fighting over the phone. The
one wanted to phone the sister and tell her what was happening. They said that I must go and help with the dispute. I did
not realise at the time that this house was the house where the Hippo had gone in and when I went there it caused my
arrest. As I went down the road a Ford Escourt came driving very fast and when it came close to me about six metres it
braked but drove past. I thought I better not run away else they would shoot at me. This car reversed and stopped right
in front of me and a man got out of the driver’s seat. It was Mhleli whom I knew. He would come to my aunt at
Mgwane on holiday.

MISS MAYA: Who is Mhleli?

MR BIKITSHA: He is Mfunani. Mhleli said that I’d grown up at his home even though he was the one who was going
to my aunt. Mhleli was my cousin’s half brother.

MISS MAYA: Was Mhleli a policeman?

MR BIKITSHA: He was a Security Branch officer.

MISS MAYA: Could we revert back please, please tell us what exactly happened on this day you said that you saw your
fence was down.

MR BIKITSHA: The security officers and soldiers were at my house looking for an MK member.

MISS MAYA: Was there an MK member in your house?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, Rousseau was there.

MISS MAYA: Is his is Matemba?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes.

MISS MAYA: What did you eventually find out happened at your place?

MR BIKITSHA: Matemba passed away. I was taken back to my house. Van Wyk was there with Captain Mfundisi.
Captain van Wyk had my marriage certificate and pictures and asked if that was my documentation and I said yes. He
showed me two policemen that had passed away. He then took me to a corner where Matemba was lying, dead. I did not
see anyone though.

MISS MAYA: Did you eventually find out how he died?

MR BIKITSHA: I got his story when a State Witness Mr Mxhata gave evidence. He gave evidence about me in court.
He said that he was on the lookout and kept on hiding behind a wall but got shot. He said he’d been shot by a particular
policeman

MISS MAYA: Have you given us this name?

MR BIKITSHA: I do not remember it.



MISS MAYA: After you were shot at home, what happened to you?

MR BIKITSHA: Van Wyk said that Mfundisi must take me to the police station and they must make sure that I divulge.

MISS MAYA: And when you got to this police station?

MR BIKITSHA: They took me towards the Security section and I went in. There was a passage and some rooms with
doors closed. I was not given a good reception as I was beaten up with all the weapons they had in their hands. They
told me to go in but I didn’t know what they were talking about because the doors were closed. Eventually a door was
opened and I went into this room where there was an elderly man who strangled me saying that the police are dead and
they tried to stop him. He told me to tell them my story.

MISS MAYA: Mr Bikitsha the people who were assaulting you, did you know any of them or can you identify any of
them?

MR BIKITSHA: I saw many of them.

MISS MAYA: Did you give us details about them?

MR BIKITSHA: I have a list of their names.

MISS MAYA: Can you please give us the names of those you remember?

MR BIKITSHA: Mxhata, Delait Mazewa, Swelindaho, Mfundisi and Bouti.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Bikitsha, are there any people on that list that are still alive?

MR BIKITSHA: Bouti and Mtatha are in higher ranks now.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, for how long were you detained?

MR BIKITSHA: For ninety six days.

MISS MAYA: How were you treated during that time?

MR BIKITSHA: ................ the treatment I got after the interrogations we wrote autobiographies and they left us alone.
We appeared before the Magistrate Mxhaeba

and we saw the doctor Agweno we made a claim and we were told that he is the Ciskei but he’s still in Cecilia
Makiwane even to-day.

MISS MAYA: Is there anything else you would like to add before I as you for your requests or your expectations?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, there is something I would like to add. The Government robbed us because we won our claim an
out of court settlement. Firstly, we were robbed because we were sent to the Magistrate and instead of coming and
checking our situation he talked to us as if he was talking to children. Secondly, the doctor was said to be missing and
our folders were missing but the doctor was there. They made this up so that we would not be able to claim. My house
was damaged as well.

MISS MAYA: Please give us the name of the Magistrate.

MR BIKITSHA: He is Mxhaeba.

MISS MAYA: And the doctor?

MR BIKITSHA: Agweno.



MISS MAYA: Thank you. What are your requests or what do you expect the Commission to do for you?

MR BIKITSHA: First of all I would like these people to come forward with their side of the story so that we can hear
their side of the story. Secondly, as the situation was like it was there were no doctors that were helping us we were not
treated properly and we were tortured . The single cells in which we were kept had no windows. We were then
transferred to solitary confinement in prison and we needed medical treatment because we suffered from stress and from
torture. Thirdly, my house and my properties ... I got three thousand rand and I could not even buy enough clothes to
wear with that kind of money.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Bikitsha I will now hand over to the Chairperson and maybe you will be asked questions.
Thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Bikitsha you mentioned certain names in your statement and when you
were talking you didn’t mention these names, who was Mr Nonhonho?

MR BIKITSHA: He was a Commander.

MR SANDI: Did he take part in this process?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, he did because I was tortured by Mnandana their sub-ordinate. They pretended to be better and I
went to Nonhonho. They also had documents of people who were in exile. They interrogated us about these people.

MR SANDI: What did Mr Nonhonho do to you?

MR BIKITSHA: He was instructing these people to do the things they were doing to me. They were in his command.

MR SANDI: When you’re talking about these people are you talking about Mtatha, the late Mazilwa, Swelendao,
Mfundisi and Bouti?

MR BIKITSHA: Yes, and others.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Bikitsha I have only one question for you, you are talking about doctors. You were tortured and then
you were taken to the doctors for treatment.

MR BIKITSHA: Please repeat Sir.

REV FINCA: Do you have a medical report to substantiate the allegation of torture?

MR BIKITSHA: No, we were never given a medical report. We went to Abes a coloured guy when we were released
but I don’t know if he’s still around.

REV FINCA: The second question, I want to know what kind of torture was used on you.

MR BIKITSHA: Firstly, they used a cube. They tortured us daily for the two weeks that we spent there. They also used
a ............ they would handcuff our arms and our legs and they would put something between your knees and your hands
and then they’d put two tables together and put you between those tables with your head upside down. This affected my
arms and my legs. If you were tall enough so that your had touched the floor they would lift the two tables so that you
can hang. At the time you would have nothing on top and they would push you and beat you with a sjambok all the
time.

REV FINCA: What did you refer the one you just mentioned to?



MR BIKITSHA: It was boeing.

REV FINCA: Who were torturing you, do you know their names?

MR BIKITSHA: There were many of them but Bouti and Mtatha were also there.

REV FINCA: There are a number of perpetrators you’ve mentioned. All of them will come forward to deny that they
were involved so your evidence must clearly clarify who did this to you or were your eyes closed.

MR BIKITSHA: At the time I didn’t know them but as I was in prison I got to know them. They were doing one thing
at the same time they were not sending each other. All of them were eager.

REV FINCA: Lastly Mr Bikitsha, you mentioned Boyce ..........., Nokalema Thomas as the witnesses. Are these your
witnesses, were they detained with you or what are they witnessing?

MR BIKITSHA: Boyce .................. is not a witness we were charged together. Nokalema was the one who hired a
lawyer Magqabi for me. He applied for a grant to pay for my house from the Border Council of Churches.

REV FINCA: Thank you for saying that you received a grant from the Border Council of Churches because I’m from
there. Were you tortured alone was there no one who can witness this?

MR BIKITSHA: I was alone.

REV FINCA: Were you in solitary confinement?

MR BIKITSHA: In the torture room you would be alone.

REV FINCA: I think this is my last question, you said that at home there was a person who was a member of Umkhonto
weSizwe, were you a member of Umkhonto weSizwe?

MR BIKITSHA: I received training inside. I received my training inside the country.

REV FINCA: My question was were you a member of Umkhonto weSizwe?

MR BIKITSHA: No, I was not a member of Umkhonto weSizwe.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Bikitsha, we apologise for asking you many questions but we have to get clarity
because you’ve mentioned a lot of people’s names and these people would like to appear before the Commission to
deny these allegations. We have to get clarity so that we are able to know what the real truth is. I would like to thank
you for now, you may go back to your seat.
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REV FINCA: We will call three people who want to state their side of the story regarding Zwelakhe Bikitsha’s
evidence. The first one is Mr Mhleli Mfunani who will be with his legal representative Mr Mbandazayo. Mr
Mbandazayo please confirm your name and the name of your client and the reason why you want to appear before the
Commission to-day.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Mr Chairman I confirm that I am Lungelo Mbandazayo .............. and I’m representing Mr
Mhleli Mfunani ...............

REV FINCA: Thank you. Mr Mhleli Mfunani we would like you to take an oath. We thank you for coming here to give
us your side of the story with regard to Mr Bikitsha’s evidence. Reverend Xundu will help you take the oath, thank you.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR MHLELI MFUNANI: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Mr Mbandazayo please proceed with your client.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Mr Chairman as usual you have before you main points which my client will give evidence on
and I will start asking him to give evidence on those points. Mr Mfunani you have heard the complainant Mr Bikitsha
giving evidence regarding the circumstances of the day in question, can you before the Commission and in your own
words tell the Commission what happened on the day in question.

MR MFUNANI: I can do that Sir. Thank you Mr Chairperson. First of all it is true that the witness who was here, we
used to live together a lot of times. Secondly Mr Chairperson on this particular day I was working in Bisho and I had
just been promoted after writing police examinations. I was at the Head Office in Bisho at the time.

On this particular day I was with late Captain Maganuga coming to Mdantsane to the Security Offices there and we had
no idea of any operation. We got to Mdantsane and there was a joint operation. We went with the late Captain
Maganuga to the office and asked what was going on. We heard that we were going to NU 3 to 7809. At the time I was
not aware whose house this was but out of curiosity we followed the police. When we were near Kyalatemba we heard
gunshots from NU 74. We were standing near Kyalatemba. After the gunshots stopped we went nearer. If I remember
clearly when I arrived there, there were police and soldiers. I don’t remember the police who asked me but I was asked
to take the injured police to Cecilia Makiwane which I did. I came back from Cecilia Makiwane hospital because I
wanted to know what happened. I was shown the police who died and one guy from exile. I don’t remember who said
this but I received a message that I was called over the police radio. I don’t remember if it was the Commander of
Mdantsane but he said that the owner of this house was Mr Zwelakhe Bikitsha and as I was the person who knew him I
had to help them arrest him which I did as a policeman. I arrested Mr Bikitsha together with other police but I don’t
remember who they were.

After that I left him in Mdantsane Security Branch and I never met with him again. Fortunately Mr Chairperson he
didn’t even mention that I was the one torturing him. I met him again in court. That is all Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Mfunani, if you have no objections we are going to ask you a few questions. Mr Mfunani I
think that your statement is very clear but I just want to know when you got to Mdantsane Security Branch offices to
whom did you hand Mr Bikitsha over to?

MR MFUNANI: To the Captain who was Mr Mhlangabise at the time.

REV FINCA: Is Mhlangabise the first name or surname?

MR MFUNANI: It Mhlangabise Mfundisi, the surname is Mfundisi.

REV FINCA: You then met him again in court?

MR MFUNANI: Yes, that is correct Sir.



REV FINCA: Who handed him over to you when you met in court?

MR MFUNANI: I met him in court on the day when he was charged. He appeared in court because he was charged but I
don’t remember whether it was on this day that I testified but I did testify because I submitted a statement as I was the
one who arrested him.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mfunani, we have a problem with time so I would like you to be very brief
in your answers if you can, you can just say yes or no. Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me start by asking this, what is
your rank in the police force now?

MR MFUNANI: I left the police force as a Major in 1993.

MR SANDI: When did you joint the police force?

MR MFUNANI: In 1979.

MR SANDI: In your career as a policeman in Ciskei you’ve come across various incidents like bus boycotts and others,
is that correct?

MR MFUNANI: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: At the time of the bus boycott were you a policeman?

MR MFUNANI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Here in Mdantsane?

MR MFUNANI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Lets proceed without wasting any time. Do you know Mr Bikitsha?

MR MFUNANI: Yes, I do.

MR SANDI: How do you know him?

MR MFUNANI: We were staying in the same house.

MR SANDI: Why then is he accusing you of this?

MR MFUNANI: I think that he’s accusing me because I was the one who arrested him.

MR SANDI: Did you speak to each other after the incident of this arrest, did you meet with each other?

MR MFUNANI: I met him in court Mr Chairperson.

MR SANDI: Did you not meet after that?

MR MFUNANI: No.

MR SANDI: Is it the first time that you see him to-day after appearing in court?

MR MFUNANI: I used to see him in the street when I was driving my car.

MR SANDI: You never spoke to each other?



MR MFUNANI: No.

MR SANDI: Why then is he accusing you of this, were you in conflict before?

MR MFUNANI: Mr Chairperson I said that he may be accusing me because I was the one who arrested him. If you
listened very carefully when he was testifying he never mentioned my name as one of the people who were torturing
him.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Mfunani, I’m very sorry that we do not have enough time. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Mfunani, we are not making any findings concerning this matter. When we take a decision
to include your name as a perpetrator in this case we will inform you so that we can get more representation from your
side if you so wish but for now we thank you and we thank Mr Mbandazayo.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.
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REV FINCA: Are you not appearing for Mr Mfundisi?

MR MBANDAZAYO: I think Mr Nompozolo is appearing for Captain Mfundisi.

REV FINCA: Who?

MR MBANDAZAYO: Mr Nompozolo is his surname he is appearing Superintendent Mfundisi.

REV FINCA: I’m very sorry, you are excused. Let us ask Mr Umhlangabise Mfundisi to come forward. I’m sorry we
got wrong information, could you introduce yourself and introduce your client?

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you Mr Chairman, Mr Chairman my name is Lindile Nompozolo from Nompozolo .............
Attorneys in East London.

REV FINCA: How do you spell that? No the first name is okay, the surname?

MR NOMPOZOLO: Nompozolo.

REV FINCA: Nompozolo.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Yes.



REV FINCA: And you are appearing for Mr Umhlangabise Mfundisi?

MR NOMPOZOLO: That’s correct Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Sir. Thank you for appearing before the Commission Mr Mfundisi, please stand to
take the oath. Reverend Xundu will lead you.

MR UMHLANGABISE MMFUNDISI: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Mr Mfundisi we have your statement and we’ll hand over to you Mr Nompozolo to lead the witness in
evidence.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. What is your rank?

MR MMFUNDISI: It’s Superintendent.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Presently?

MR MMFUNDISI: Yes.

MR NOMPOZOLO: And on the sixteen of July 1987, what was your rank?

MR MMFUNDISI: A Captain.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Who was your employer at that time?

MR MMFUNDISI: The Ciskeian Police, the Government of the Ciskei.

MR NOMPOZOLO: On the day in question we have already heard that there was a raid or a mission, can you confirm
your role there?

MR MMFUNDISI: There was indeed a raid and my role was to be the Commander of the entire raid. I had to answer to
all questions and see to it that the raid went smoothly. I was a specialist in weapons therefore I had to inspect the whole
............

MR NOMPOZOLO: The testimony of Mr Zwelakhe Bikitsha says that you instructed Mxhata to take him to the police
station and to make him talk, what is your answer to that?

MR MMFUNDISI: It is true, I gave Mxhata orders to take him to the police station whoever I did not say that he must
make him talk.

MR NOMPOZOLO: The evidence of Bikitsha alleges that you and other policemen tortured him although he was not
specific.

MR MMFUNDISI: I have never tortured him in any way.

REV FINCA: Are there questions? Do you have any objection to us asking the witness some questions?

MR NOMPOZOLO: No objections Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Thank you. Reverend Xundu?

REV XUNDU: I just want to ask one question, according to your knowledge with a long record of being a policeman do
you think anybody was tortured by the police or people’s rights were violated by the police or have you never heard of
such?



MR MMFUNDISI: It would happen. Some people would be charged and sentenced and some people would even be
killed. There are those who do not appear before the court.

REV XUNDU: Would it happen that if you wanted information from someone that person would be tortured.

MR MMFUNDISI: Yes, it would happen but not daily.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I did not understand your answer to Reverend Xundu clearly as people started
laughing.

MR MMFUNDISI: It would happen that people were beaten but not daily. What I’m saying is it would depend on the
people that are beating the person up and why. I cannot be specific and say so and so was beaten or why that person was
beaten.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Perhaps Mr Chairperson you would allow me to make this statement before I
ask questions. The alleged perpetrators remind me of a book I once read in which it said there are three types of lazy
people.

MR MMFUNDISI: It is not me I do not know anything about it and I do not care.

MR SANDI: Let us go back to the methods used when people are being interrogated, what methods would be used to
interrogate people?

MR MMFUNDISI: Let me rectify this I did not say that it is when people are arrested it only happens sometimes.

MR SANDI: Let’s talk about people who are arrested somebody who is being interrogated maybe the police wanted
information from that person, how would you ascertain that you get co-operation from the prisoner?

MR MMFUNDISI: According to the law one would interrogate the person by questioning beyond that would not be
according to the law.

MR SANDI: As a policeman can you tell me what methods would you use to interrogate people that are arrested? If you
wanted information from a prisoner what method would you use?

MR MMFUNDISI: I personally would be very careful especially if the case was mine because I would want the case to
be successful. I would not interrogate a person without information I would rather leave that person. I would succeed
because as I interrogate this person it would come across that I know more than the prisoner.

MR SANDI: Mr Mfundisi the questions that we would ask as the Commission are not because we do not know the
answers to the questions. Each witness appearing before us would swear and be on oath to tell the truth even though we
have the answers but because we want to ascertain the truthfulness of the person we ask questions to. Who gave orders
on this day when you were commanding the raid as I need clarity here?

MR MMFUNDISI: What orders or instructions about the raid or what?

MR SANDI: As a Commander of this particular unit where did you receive your instructions from, what were you
supposed to do and where? Please be patient Sir and wait for me to say I’m finished, I’m through.

MR MMFUNDISI: A week before the raid White men from the Security Branch in East London came telling me that
there is an anonymous letter which they received and this letter contained information about the Security Police. The
letter alleged that we wanted Matembo Umwuso who stayed in the house of a certain Mr Bikitsha. This person
proceeded saying that we must raid this house as there are arms and explosives which are unlawful and this person was



at home most of the time especially during the day however at night this person goes out. This person said he wanted to
get rid of the person with the illegal arms. I asked for this letter but it was not given to me and I was then requested by
the Security Branch Officers from East London to help them find this man. I was a bit concerned because this was not
the usual way of getting information. It probably was someone who was close to this family or who knew them very
well but the question was, who was this person. I took the telephone directory there was only one Bikitsha that was
listed next to Mount Ruth. I was a bit confused because a second Bikitsha came up within the area. somebody phone
saying that this anonymous person phoned again and this person was urging us to make this raid. This time I got the
chance to read the letter. We did not know whether this was a trap and we did not know who Bikitsha was. We
summoned a task force and handed this over to them. After the task force had searched the house we would be allowed
to search the house. It was .......................... who would lead this.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr Mfundisi you have answered me I just wanted to know where you got the orders from.
Apparently you got this from the Republic of South Africa even though you were the police of the Republic of Ciskei.
Let us conclude this matter. You said you are an expert where explosives are concerned.

MR MMFUNDISI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Could you clarify that?

REV FINCA: Order please we are not in a circus we are in a hearing, order please.

MR MMFUNDISI: I’m not sure what you’re saying.

MR SANDI: When did you become an expert in explosives?

MR MMFUNDISI: In 1985.

MR SANDI: Did you study?

MR MMFUNDISI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman I won’t take this any further.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr ...................... Mr Mfundisi you were listening when ... Do you confirm that you arrested
Mr Bikitsha?

MR MMFUNDISI: No.

REV FINCA: Did you confirm that Mr Bikitsha was handed over to you after having been arrested?

MR MMFUNDISI: Yes.

REV FINCA: Was this at Mdantsane Security Offices?

MR MMFUNDISI: I think there is a mistake. When he was arrested I was still at Mr Bikitsha’s house conducting the
search. What caused the delay was as a person in charge after the whole raid I would have to give a detailed report to the
Head Office and wait for the photographers therefore I was still there. He then he came saying that he has this Mr
Bikitsha and that is how he was handed over to me.

REV FINCA: Therefore you are disputing the fact that he was taken to Mdantsane Security Police and handed over to
you?

MR MMFUNDISI: I think there’s a mistake there it didn’t happen that way.

REV FINCA: Why are you sentencing him, aren’t you making a mistake?



MR MMFUNDISI: No, I wouldn’t, I couldn’t.

REV FINCA: Who had a higher rank you or Mfunani, who was superior?

MR MMFUNDISI: It was myself.

REV FINCA: Who was in charge of detainees? Clarify.

MR MMFUNDISI: Lets start here. If somebody is arrested because he is a threat to the Security according to Section 26
of the Ciskei it is the panel therefore?

REV FINCA: Sir we are not talking under general here please, lets not waste time. We are not under general here we are
talking about a specific person that is Mr Bikitsha. Who was in charge of the detention of Bikitsha for purposes of
interrogation. The evidence which has been placed before us is that he was handed over to you.

MR MMFUNDISI: The person that was in charge was the person heading the Security the person who was responsible
at the time was Colonel Nonhonho.

REV FINCA: Why did it take us so long to tell us it was Colonel Nonhonho? Therefore it was not you it was Colonel
Nonhonho and so if we want to know the truth about this whether Mr Bikitsha was violated we should as Colonel
Nonhonho?

MR MMFUNDISI: If Bikitsha’s rights were violated you would get an immediate report from Colonel Nonhonho.

REV FINCA: Who was more senior between the two of you?

MR MMFUNDISI: It was Colonel Nonhonho.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much.

MR MMFUNDISI: Perhaps I can elaborate I’ve a copy of Bikitsha’s detention he was detained by Sergeant Zinzile on
instructions of Colonel Nonhonho. This is the extract of the OB.

REV FINCA: Mr Mfundisi, we are going to request that we go into greater detail with you later. We do not make a
finding yet as we need a lot of clarity on this matter we will send you a notice of Section 29 and request that you appear
before us to give us more detail and clarity. For now we give you a break until we meet under Section 29, thank you.

-------------------------------------

REV FINCA: Are you appearing for Mr Mtatha as well? Mr Mtatha please? Mr Nompozolo could you please identify
yourself again and tell us who your client is.

MR NOMPOZOLO: My name is Lindele Nompozolo and I’m from Nompozolo .................... Attorneys from East
London. I’m representing Inspector Mtatha.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much, Mr Umshlobo Mtatha we would like you to take an oath.

MR UMSHLOBO MTATHA: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Mr Nompozolo we’ve got a written statement from Mr Mtatha and we would like you to lead him with
questions.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Is it correct that you are employed by the South African Police services?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct I’m an Inspector.



MR NOMPOZOLO: On the sixteenth of July 1987 were you employed by the Ciskeian Police.

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct.

MR NOMPOZOLO: As what?

MR MTATHA: I was a Sergeant in the Security Branch.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Can you cast your mind back to the events of the sixteen of July 1987 particularly about the raid
which took place at house number 7409, NU 3?

MR MTATHA: Yes, I can do that Sir.

MR NOMPOZOLO: There somebody was killed and a number of policemen were also killed, is that correct?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct

MR NOMPOZOLO: A suspect was arrested, do you know the name of the suspect?

MR MTATHA: Yes, I do know the name.

MR NOMPOZOLO: What was his name?

MR MTATHA: Mr Bikitsha.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Do you know who arrested him?

MR MTATHA: Major Mfunani arrested him.

MR NOMPOZOLO: After the arrest what happened to Bikitsha?

MR MTATHA: He was arrested by Major Mfunani and I escorted him to the police station where I handed him over to
the other police but I was standing outside.

MR NOMPOZOLO: In you Affidavit you have attached an extract from the Occurrence Book, is that correct?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Can you read to the Commission what was written at 16:05.

MR MTATHA: Detention. Sergeant Zinzile details blackmail Zwelakhe Bikitsha under Section 26. Instruction from
Colonel Nonhonho.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you. You heard the allegations from Mr Bikitsha that you were one of his assailants.

MR MTATHA: Yes, I did hear those allegations.

MR NOMPOZOLO: What do you say to that?

MR MTATHA: Those allegations are not true.

MR NOMPOZOLO: After he was detained did you ever have contact with him?

MR MTATHA: I gave him clothes to change that’s when I saw him.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Where you his investigating officer?



MR MTATHA: No, I was never his investigating officer.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you Mr Chairman. There’s just one point I left out Mr Chairman. He indicated to the
Commission that you were given instructions by the then Captain Mfundisi to take him to the police station and to make
him talk.

MR MTATHA: No, he’s making a mistake.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Mtatha, in your last answer you said that he was making a mistake. He made a
mistake in that you were instructed by Captain Mfundisi but he was assaulted by Mr Nonhonho?

MR MTATHA: He’s making a mistake by saying that I was given instructions by Captain Mfundisi to torture him so
that he can talk because Captain Mfundisi on that day couldn’t give us instructions because there was a Senior,
Lieutenant Mfunani.

REV FINCA: Mr Nompozolo do you want to consult with your client?

MR NOMPOZOLO: Yes, thank you Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Just switch of the mike whilst you are consulting.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you Mr Chairman. The witness wants to rephrase his answer.

REV FINCA: Go ahead Mr Mtatha.

MR MTATHA: I never got such instructions. The instruction I got was to escourt a car to the police station not to
torture him so that he can give us some information.

REV FINCA: Thank you, are there questions? Reverend Xundu?

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson when a person had been arrested the police would say that we would make you talk,
didn’t you hear the use of such terminology in connection with people who were arrested?

MR MTATHA: I did hear that.

REV XUNDU: What did that mean?

MR MTATHA: Sometime a person would be asked questions concerning a charge laid against him or ...

REV XUNDU: You said sometimes, what would happen at other times?

MR MTATHA: Or he would be instructed to write down what he was saying.

REV XUNDU: He would not be tortured?

MR MTATHA: He would not be assaulted he would just be told and given tea and be told to write down because we
wanted the truth from him

REV XUNDU: Secondly, you said you were present in the raid on the house, is that correct?

MR MTATHA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: You were armed?

MR MTATHA: Yes, I was.



REV XUNDU: Did you shoot?

MR MTATHA: No, I did not shoot Sir.

REV XUNDU: But your colleagues did?

MR MTATHA: I don’t remember during that operation except for those who were inside the yard I think those were the
ones who shot but of those that were with me nobody shot.

REV XUNDU: There was no order that you must shoot?

MR MTATHA: No, there was no order as Colonel who was superior in that operation there was no order saying that we
must shoot.

REV XUNDU: So those that did use their weapons shot out of their own?

MR MTATHA: Yes, because they saw the situation fit.

REV XUNDU: They took the law into their own hands?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct Sir.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mtatha I have two questions for you. First of all the copy of the
occurrence book attached to your Affidavit, what is the purpose thereof is it because you know the person who wrote
this occurrence or do you want to clarify to us who arrested this person?

MR MTATHA: I wanted to clarify who arrested him and who took him to prison.

MISS MAYA: According to this extract it is said that Mr Bikitsha was arrested under the orders of Colonel Nonhonho,
do you have any knowledge concerning that?

MR MTATHA: According to this Section, Section 26 when you read it is said that the person who has a right to arrest a
person is a Colonel and his Superiors. The sub-ordinates do not have a right to arrest a person.

MISS MAYA: You gave us this statement saying that instructions were from Colonel Nonhonho, do you have any
knowledge of that? Let me leave that question and say that you heard Inspector Mfundisi saying that the person was
responsible for the detainees was Colonel Nonhonho, is that correct?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct.

MISS MAYA: In other words if a person arrested for interrogation Colonel Nonhonho would have a knowledge of that?

MR MTATHA: Yes, that is correct.

MISS MAYA: I may be wrong when I refer to the Affidavit of Colonel Nonhonho because he is not here, but I’m going
to ask this question as you gave me the right to ask because of the extract. (Extract from Colonel Nonhonho’s statement:
Some weeks later whilst on leave I was informed that Zwelakhe, Mr Bikitsha had been arrested). He said that he knew
about that Mr Bikitsha had been arrested some weeks later but your extract said that Mr Bikitsha was arrested under
Section 26 under instructions from Colonel Nonhonho, can you please explain this to us?

MR NOMPOZOLO: He wants to consult with Mr Chairman. Thank you.



MISS MAYA: Mr Nompozolo if you don’t mind I would like to withdraw the question thank you.

REV FINCA: Unless you insist on answering the question because the statement being referred to is the statement of
Colonel Nonhonho he’s the one who made the statement but what we want to know from Mr Mtatha perhaps now, is he
confirming that Mr Nonhonho was present and is he confirming that Mr Nonhonho did instruct the detention of ... and
you must remember that he is under oath.

MR MTATHA: According to the OB extract Mr Chairperson I do confirm because it is written this way according to
the OB extract.

REV FINCA: The question asked was do you confirm that Mr Nonhonho gave you the instructions and did he give you
these instructions while he was on holiday or was he present?

MR MTATHA: Mr Chairperson according to the OB extract as this was written by one member of the Security Branch
it is very difficult for me to know whether this member who signed this OB extract ... because we’d be given
instructions and told to do a job at that particular time.

REV FINCA: You saw the police who were in that operation, was Mr Nonhonho there?

MR MTATHA: Because I was busy on that day and I was shocked because there were bullets all over I’m not sure
whether he was there or not.

REV FINCA: Mr Mtatha we thank you for now, as I’ve already said to Mr Mfundisi who testified before you we are
going to give you notices with a view to an in-depth investigation on this matter. We are not contemplating making a
finding at this stage which would want to declare you a perpetrator we would want to hold a more in-depth hearing after
we will have more time to go in-depth on this matter. What you have said now remains on our records and we will be
using that in a Section 29 hearing. Thank you Mr Nompozolo for your assistance you may be excused.

MR NOMPOZOLO: Thank you Mr Chairman.

MR MTATHA: Thank you Mr Chairman.

-------------------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REV FINCA: Lastly we want to read Mr Nonhonho’s statement for the record. He’s not here but his attorney Mr Clarke
sent us his statement for the record so that when we look deeper into the matter we have his statement on record. Mrs
Crichton will read this statement for us.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

 

STATEMENT

I,

LOUIS L NONHONHO,

hereby state as follows:

 

1. I was previously employed as a Major General in the former Ciskei Police. Prior to my appointment as Major
General, in fact, shortly after I was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, I was placed as head of the
Security Branch.

1. Shortly before the arrest of Zwelakhe Bikitsha, a typed letter was received by the Security Police in Cambridge,
informing them that there were people with firearms and explosives at Zwelakhe’s house. This information was
sent to my head office in Bisho and I was sent to investigate.

1. When I arrived on the scene I saw that two members of the Police had been murdered and another person with an
AK47 in his hand was found dead on the scene.

1. Some weeks later, whilst I was on leave, I was informed that Zwelakhe had been arrested. I had nothing to do
with his arrest and I deny the allegations contained n his charge against me.

1. I cannot understand why this matter is being brought to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. This matter
was previously finalised in the Bisho High Court. The matter was finalised under Case Number 19/88, when
Zwelakhe received an undisclosed sum from the Ciskei Government in full and final settlement of his claim.

1. therefore, submit that there is absolutely no reason for this matter to be brought before this Commission.

 

DATED at EAST LONDON this 4 day of JUNE 1997.



 

_________________________

(SIGNED) LOUIS L NONHONHO

 

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you. We regret that Mr Nonhonho decided not to avail himself to us to answer a very pertinent
question arising out of his statement. One of which is the one that has been alluded to by Miss Maya but we are hoping
that we will be able to meet with him under Section 29 of the Act and converse with him further on what he has said in
his statement. Thank you very much we’ll adjourn and meet to-morrow at half past nine.

HEARING ADJOURNS

---------------------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 10TH JUNE 1997

NAME: MRS PRALENE MORA BOTHA

HELD AT: EAST LONDON

CASE: EC1587/96 - ELN

DAY 2

____________________________________________________________________

REV FINCA: We would like to call on Pralene Mora Botha. Welcome, is it Mrs or Miss?

MRS BOTHA: Pralene.

REV FINCA: Pralene we thank you for coming forward to give your testimony to the Commission to-day I see you
have someone accompanying you. Is she a relative of yours?

MRS BOTHA: Yes, she is my sister-in-law.

REV FINCA: Is she going to be giving evidence as well?

MRS PARROT Is it necessary for me to give evidence as well?

REV FINCA: I didn’t hear that.

MRS PARROT Is it necessary for me to give evidence as well?

REV FINCA: No it’s not necessary if the evidence of Pralene Botha is sufficient there is no need for us to take your
evidence if it doesn’t add anything new so we will not swear you in but we appreciate that you are you here to sit next to
your sister-in-law and to support here as she gives her evidence before the Commission. We’ll now ask you Pralene to
stand up to take the oath and Reverend Xundu will administer that.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairman.

MRS PRALENE MORA BOTHA: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Thank you Reverend Xundu we will ask Mrs Crichton to put a few questions to you based on your
statement.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good afternoon Pralene.

MRS BOTHA: Good afternoon.

MISS CRICHTON: You are here this afternoon to tell us about your husband George and his death on the fifteenth of
December in 1976 but before you start could you tell us a little bit about George about his character, what kind of a
person he was before we actually start.



MRS BOTHA: George was a school teacher and he related very well to his pupils and to the people and persons around
him he was loved very much by his family, his mother, his sisters and the rest of his extended family as well as by us.
His friends and his pupils still speak of him to this day. They still tell us that they miss him and that they can actually
think how he would have reacted especially to the occurrences of our times.

MISS CRICHTON: At that time in 1976 there were student uprisings around the country, what was the situation in the
area where you come from in Port Elizabeth?

MRS BOTHA: At the time he was teaching at Patterson High School and even those pupils during those last six months
had occasions where they also had clashes with the police or where they also came into uprising with the situation at the
schools and in the country and George himself was very much involved with the pupils. He was actually the person who
stood behind them when persons perhaps some of his colleagues or other adults were a bit more conservative in their
approach to the situation George would actually be with the pupils and understand their position and not condemn them
for the stance they took.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you for filling us in on that bit of background, can you now proceed with the story of exactly
what happened as you understand it.

MRS BOTHA: George was detained from his school his place of work on the tenth of December at about noon that day.
He was detained with another colleague of his Miss Amelia Gervel but she was released later that same day. George was
detained and taken to a police station and from there he was taken to the Sanlam building in Strand Street. He was held
there and at various police stations or police cells without us actually having any access to him. On the Friday when he
was detain I tried to find out where he was held but nobody was available to inform me of his whereabouts and of
course the reason why he was detained.

MISS CRICHTON: When he was actually arrested who came to arrest him at the school?

MRS BOTHA: To my knowledge it was two or three security policemen but who they actually were I don’t know. I did
hear that it could have been a Colonel Snyman but I’m not sure at this stage any longer.

MISS CRICHTON: Can you now continue and tell us what happened on the Wednesday when Colonel Snyman came to
see you.

MRS BOTHA: You mean the Wednesday of his death? At that time I was working at one of the banks at Port Elizabeth
and I was supposed to have phoned them at ten o’clock that morning and they would have told me if I was allowed to
see George during the course of that day. Just before ten o’clock before I could actually phone them to ask whether I
could see George because I wanted him to have clean clothing and toiletries etc. they came to my place of work, to the
bank and they informed me that he was dead.

MISS CRICHTON: Previous to this you’ve just said that he was moved from one place to another, how did you know
that, was that what they were telling you?

MRS BOTHA: Afterwards we learnt that he had been held at the Despatch police stations overnight but he was brought
to the Sanlam building in Strand Street for questioning during the course of the day.

MISS CRICHTON: And what did they tell you the cause of death was?

MRS BOTHA: They said that he had flung himself down the stairwell from the sixth floor of the Sanlam building.

MISS CRICHTON: Was there an inquest?

MRS BOTHA: Yes, an inquest was held about May the following year, May 1977.

MISS CRICHTON: Did you attend that inquest?



MRS BOTHA: Yes, I did.

MISS CRICHTON: Can you tell us something of what happened at those proceedings?

MRS BOTHA: The memory is a big vague because at that stage it seemed such a lost cause in any case but I do
remember that policemen (I can’t even be sure) but people were called to the stand and they gave their testimonies but I
can’t recall who they really were but they outcome of the inquest was that nobody was held responsible for George’s
death. Although he died he went down the stairwell and he was accused of having done it himself, of having killed
himself. They say that nobody was held responsible for his death.

MISS CRICHTON: One of the reasons why I asked you to give a character reference, if you want to call it a reference,
at the beginning was so that we would know a little bit of what his personality was like. Do you believe that he
committed suicide?

MRS BOTHA: No, I never believed it and nobody else has actually ever believed it.

MISS CRICHTON: What do you think happened?

MRS BOTHA: George was held in detention for five days he was questioned, he was most probably tortured and
perhaps during one of the torture sessions they went a bit too far and perhaps he died at that point or perhaps he was
mutilated at that stage that it would have been better or they felt it was better to just finish off the deed.

MISS CRICHTON: Are you aware that there is a document that comes out of UNESCO entitled Commission on
Human Rights from the Thirty Fifth Session of the Agenda, Item 16. Do you know about this document?

MRS BOTHA: No, I don’t know.

MISS CRICHTON: In the document there is medical evidence given not only by the State Pathologists but also by a
Doctor Cooper, have you heard about this Doctor Cooper?

MRS BOTHA: I know that at the post-mortem there were a number of Doctors present even our family Doctor, Doctor
Lionel Smith at that stage was asked to be present and I know the State Pathologist was also present but I’m sorry I
can’t recall their names at this stage.

MISS CRICHTON: Because in this document it is actually stating that there were wounds on the body which were
inflicted some hours before the death of your husband and this document will be handed in the TRC so that they can use
it in their investigations. Obviously this has had an effect on you and your family, could you tell us Pralene how has
affected your children?

MRS BOTHA: My two sons Garth and Lyle were very small when he died. Garth was four and Lyle was two but they
had to grow up with the knowledge that their father just wasn’t there and when they were big enough they realised how
he was accused of having died. This happened twenty and a half years ago or lets say fifteen years ago and the climate
was still such that his death did perhaps leave a bit of a slur on his name, people perhaps because of the situation the
country was in people did perhaps (I don’t know what they felt) but people most probably weren’t as shocked by his
death. Some people might even have thought he had it coming because George was a person who was very outspoken
about his beliefs and he really was prepared to fight and to sacrifice for liberty and perhaps people felt that this is what
actually happened to him.

MISS CRICHTON: In coming to the Truth Commission what are your expectations as to how we will help you?

MRS BOTHA: I would really like just to know what really happened that fateful day or that fateful period because over
the years many of us, myself in particular and his family, his sister next to me here and his mother have agonised about
how he must have suffered at the hands of the police at that stage and just to know for sure because we’ve always
thought about the worst things which could have happened to him but just to be sure what really transpired at that point
and of course how he actually died. If it wasn’t suicide then we would want to have his name cleared because George



wasn’t a person according to us who would have taken his life. He actually prepared himself to be part of our liberation
when it eventually came because he could never see that we would be in bondage for the rest of our lives. He saw
himself as being part of our liberation, part of the democratic process that we are going through at this stage.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you, so you are basically saying you’re looking for the truth. How would you fell and this is
my last question to you if the perpetrators applied for amnesty and received it?

MRS BOTHA: I would accept it because I feel that people wouldn’t really come out with the truth if they really have
the fear that they would be prosecuted, that is just human nature and if they can at this stage feel that to put our hearts at
rest they’ll come out with the truth and then perhaps "get away with it" I wouldn’t be very happy about it but I would
accept it as just part of the process we are in.

MISS CRICHTON: Pralene do you feel that you have completed your testimony to us, is there anything that you might
want to say or your sister wants to whisper in your ear that you’ve forgotten?

MRS BOTHA: No, I think I’ve said enough but if she want to add something ..

MISS CRICHTON: We will need to swear her in if she does want to add something. Would you like us to swear you in?

MRS PARROT I will say something.

MISS CRICHTON: Can you swear her in? What is your full name?

MRS PARROT Roseline Parrot.

REV XUNDU: Roseline Parrot would you kindly stand please.

MRS ROSELINE PARROT: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you, you may take your seat.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Right would you like to tell us what it is you feel you would like to add
to that?

MRS PARROT: Pralene did say everything that must be said but all I want to tell the Truth Commission is that we as a
family would really just want to know what happened to George as it’s still hard for my mother. At the moment she’s
very sick and she’s staying with me because she is so sick and sometimes I can hear in her voice that she’s still talking
about him and wanted to know but she said that the people must get amnesty as there must be reconciliation because
George was the type of person ... when my father passed away he was like a father to us and he was like a husband to
my mother and I would like to add that he wasn’t the type of person that would take his own life because he was looking
forward to the future. He was the type of person that wanted to build a nation, a good nation. That’s all I want to say.

MISS CRICHTON: Please convey our greetings to your mother and especially for her sentiments about reconciliation,
we appreciate it and receive it, thank you very much. I’ll hand you back to the Chairperson now.

REV FINCA: Pralene and Roseline, we thank you for sharing with us a painful experience which has stayed with you
since the death of you husband for sharing the agony that you go through as you ask yourself what exactly happened and
I want to say there are a number of people in this country who have experienced this occurrence of people who are said
to have thrown themselves out of the windows of interrogation chambers and the question that lingers in their minds is
did they really throw themselves was the situation that they were experiencing in the detention cells or in the torture
chambers was it so unbearable? What exactly was happening that was so unbearable that they felt that they should throw
themselves out of the windows or is the truth perhaps that they got killed and then were thrown out or were they thrown
out in order to be killed? Those are the questions which continue to remain unresolved in the minds of the people who
have gone through this experience and now I want to say that there are a few of them, a few incidents of people who
have just been reported to have thrown themselves out of detention, out of the windows of interrogation chambers.



We share the agony with you and we share the call that you have made for the truth to be told by those people who are
responsible for this, those who were responsible for detaining George and those who were responsible for looking after
him during the period that he was detained and we share your call in pleading with them to tell us the truth so that we
know.

We thank you for your story and more than thanking you for your story we thank you for the manner in which you
shared your story I’ve not sensed any bitterness I’ve not sensed any anger any call for vengeance. You’ve told your
story with dignity and with grace indeed the dignity that belongs to a person like George who gave his life for the
liberation of our land. We convey to you our respect, we convey to your mother our respect and we just want you to
know that to-day we salute George and we appreciate the fact that in the so-called coloured community there are people
who even at that stage took the position that something wrong was happening in this land and it is to be corrected even
if it cost them their lives. Thank you very much.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

SUBMISSIONS - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DATE: 9TH JUNE 1997

NAME: MRS NOMAZIZI GANGALA / MR MICHAEL NDALISO

MR THEMBA FAKU

HELD AT: EAST LONDON

CASE: EC1836/97 ELN - EC1979/97 ELN - EC2050/97 - ELN

DAY 1

____________________________________________________________________

REV XUNDU: I greet you this afternoon. Mr Chairperson, I request to swear the

witnesses in. Nomazizi Gangala?

MRS NOMAZIZI GANGALA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Michael, Thembakazi Tuku and Themba Faku?

MR THEMBA FAKU: (sworn states)

MR MICHAEL NDALISO: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Can I lead them in evidence? Nomazizi Gangala, we welcome you this afternoon to the Commission.
Could you briefly tell us your story in order for us to have a clear picture regarding the incident you are here to tell us
about.

MRS GANGALA: In 1983, I’m not sure if it was November but it was after the school’s final exams, my child said that
he’s going to Highway because he’d seen a job vacancy at the O.K. I told him not to go to Highway because there was
unrest at the time due to the bus boycott. He went to a public phone next to Pick and Pay and he tried to phone but they
beat him up, killed him and put him in a van. I was told that my child had been beaten up by the police. I bought bread
and milk and left. They did not kill him but they arrested him and took him to prison. When I got home I got a message
that my child had been murdered in prison by other prisoners. According to the witnesses who saw him said that he had
been beaten up at the phone at Pick and Pay and thrown into a police van so he was actually murdered at the phone at
Pick and Pay.

REV XUNDU: What Standard was he doing?

MRS GANGALA: Standard Six.

REV XUNDU: Was he a member of any organisation?

MRS GANGALA: No he was not a member of any organisation, it was the father who was a member of a political
organisation.



REV XUNDU: Therefore they just beat him up, the didn’t have anything against him in a political sense?

MRS GANGALA: No.

REV XUNDU: Was there a post-mortem?

MRS GANGALA: No, they said that they found him killed by other prisoners in the cell.

REV XUNDU: Did you go to any attorneys?

MRS GANGALA: No.

REV XUNDU: Did you get a death certificate?

MRS GANGALA: No I did not, I even tried now but they said I must go to the police station where I was told to go to
West Bank.

REV XUNDU: So you buried your child?

MRS GANGALA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: You buried your child peacefully?

MRS GANGALA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Do you have requests before the Commission?

MRS GANGALA: I would just like to know who the perpetrators are because I have an idea they were seen by
witnesses but I want to make sure because these people were sent by the Government, they were under the Government
of the day who were beating people.

REV XUNDU: Is that all Ma’am or is there something you would like to add?

MRS GANGALA: No.

REV XUNDU: Thank you, perhaps my colleagues have questions.

--------------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REV XUNDU: Michael Ndaliso? Michael Ndaliso will you please briefly tell us how your boy was murdered.

MR NDALISO: It was in 1983 around the fourth of August when I was sleeping at home and my daughter Nazi Ndaliso
together with her brother was preparing to go here in East London. It was at about half past five in the morning when



my son came to tell me that he could not find his sister and people were being shot. I tried to go to the place where my
daughter worked and I was crossing the road to King William’s Town I heard shooting and I ran.

When I got to Djidini I looked for my daughter but could not find her. I went to Fort Jackson Jail at about six thirty but
my child was not there so I ran to Makiwane Hospital where there were people’s corpses thrown about a metre high on
top of each other. I looked but my child was not there so I went to the mortuary and could not find my child.

On the Saturday in the late afternoon I came back home. I told my wife that I cannot find the child. On Sunday morning
as I was walking I heard shooting yet again and tried to hide but the shooting died down. I was going to Cambridge
Police Station. When I got there at a quarter to eight in the morning I had been walking since two a.m. the mortuary was
not open. The Sergeant asked what was going on and I told him but he said I must wait for the mortuary to be opened. A
White man came and went to open the mortuary for me. There were a lot of corpses there, some people had lost their
legs, some had no ribs and they were just thrown on the floor. Eventually I saw a head, she’d been shot and I told the
White man that it was my child. They pulled the tray and it was her indeed.

REV XUNDU: Where was your child shot and how? When did she get shot?

MR NDALISO: They asked if I wanted to take the corpse then.

REV XUNDU: What I’d like to know is when was your child shot and where, had she been shot on the Saturday or the
Friday?

MR NDALISO: I found my child at Cambridge on Sunday, she’d been shot at Djidili and taken over to Cambridge.

REV XUNDU: Are there any people who informed what happened or do you have any information?

MR NDALISO: No, not from the police.

REV XUNDU: Was she working, was Julia working?

MR NDALISO: Yes she worked in town.

REV XUNDU: What was she doing?

MR NDALISO: She was cleaning office windows.

REV XUNDU: Do you have children?

MR NDALISO: We have three. Sandile is the eldest and there are two that are at school.

REV XUNDU: Did you get a death certificate stating how your child died?

MR NDALISO: Yes I did.

REV XUNDU: Did you lay charges or did you investigate the matter?

MR NDALISO: Yes it was the legal representative here in Highway, Mike Rabe.

REV XUNDU: What happened?

MR NDALISO: Mike Rabe did not take this case to the end because he left Mdantsane and I went to another attorney,
Lale, in town.

REV XUNDU: What are your requests?

MR NDALISO: As I am paying for my children’s education and I’m supporting them as a pensioner and the schools



require money daily, my request to the Government is that I want my children to be educated.

REV XUNDU: What Standards are they doing?

MR NDALISO: I have a daughter and a son.

REV XUNDU: What Standards are they doing?

MR NDALISO: My son is going to complete his Matric this year, he’d like to proceed with his studies and my daughter
is going to Standard Eight.

REV XUNDU: So you would the Government to assist you with your children’s education? Are you on pension?

MR NDALISO: Yes both my wife and I are.

REV XUNDU: Is that all?

MR NDALISO: That is all.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Sir. Perhaps my co-panelists will ask you questions later.

REV XUNDU: Themba please tell us briefly about Sisa’s death, was he your son?

MR FAKU: Yes he was my son.

REV XUNDU: Please tell us briefly what happened on that day.

 

MR FAKU: It was on a Saturday on the sixth I was coming from work at about ten and when I got home I was told that
he was shot during the day. The information I got from the people was that all the boys were playing with a tennis ball
between the shop and the rent office and the soldiers and the police came with their van. We were not sure about the
Ciskeians whether they were soldiers or police. As the children were still very young they were not aware of the
situation, they didn’t know what was happening so they ran away and while they were still running one policeman
approached him and shot him in the mouth.

REV XUNDU: Was there a court case after this shooting incident or did you go to any attorneys? We do understand
your pain Mr Faku and I trust you are now ready for us to continue. Was there a court case or did you go to any
attorneys?

MR FAKU: I went to Mr Insasiwisa, a lawyer who accepted my case and said that what he can claim will be at the
bureau’s expenses because he said that we could not get anything from the Ciskeian Government. There was an inquest
and the perpetrator was in court but no one was found guilty that’s what the Magistrate said.

REV XUNDU: Is the perpetrator the one you mentioned here?

MR FAKU: Yes his name is Kepo but I don’t know his first name.

REV XUNDU: Is he still around?

MR FAKU: Yes I saw him a few months ago, he’s still a policeman.

REV XUNDU: Our investigators can go to him and investigate so that he can give us more information.

MR FAKU: Yes because he’s still here in the Eastern Cape, he’s a policeman.



REV XUNDU: Thank you Sir. Do you have any requests for us to forward to the State President concerning this matter?

MR FAKU: As my lawyer told me I should be compensated for the funeral expenses and that didn’t happen, what I
would like from the Government is for this to happened because I did not kill anyone and I have to get something back.

REV XUNDU: What else would you like us to forward to the State President?

MR FAKU: One other thing is that I would like Kepo to come forward and tell the Commission the truth.

REV XUNDU: In your statement you mention a crèche, can you please explain that?

MR FAKU: I don’t remember mentioning that.

REV XUNDU: Maybe you would like a memorial where young children can be educated?

MR FAKU: Yes I do remember now that I mentioned I would like a crèche to be built in my area.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Sir, is that all?

MR FAKU: Yes that is all.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson I will now hand over to you.

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Gangala please. Mrs Gangala can you hear me?

MRS GANGALA: Yes I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: I just need some clarification from you, you said that the father of this child Diliza was involved in a
political organisation but that he was not, is that correct?

MRS GANGALA: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: And he was eighteen years old so he was not a member of COSAS?

MRS GANGALA: No he was not a member.

MS CRICHTON: So the attack on him was a totally unjustified attack. The second thing I want to say to you is you
mentioned that somebody or "they" told you that other prisoners had killed him, who were the "they", who told you
that?

MRS GANGALA: The people who told me were my neighbours.

MS CRICHTON: Do have any idea how they found that out?

MRS GANGALA: They saw this.

MS CRICHTON: What is your belief?

MRS GANGALA: My belief concerning what Ma’am?

MS CRICHTON: Concerning his death, how do you believe he died?

MRS GANGALA: He died because he was beaten up by the police.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.



REV FINCA: I want to check this point, Landile Jongile is he here?

REV XUNDU: No he’s not.

REV FINCA: Thank you. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the nine witnesses who appeared before the
Commission to-day, the three who are on stage and the six who gave evidence this morning. When I thank you I would
like to say the incident in which people were shot here in Mdantsane at the station shocked the whole country, I think
this also shocked other countries besides this country. This is one of the incidents which showed clearly that the
previous Homeland Governments were cruel especially the Government of the late L.L. Sebe. I think this is one of the
incidents which caused tension and conflict between people of this area and people belonging to Sinip and those who
were working for Mr L.L. Sebe’s Government. That conflict and that anger and pain became clear in 1990 when the late
L.L. Sebe was overthrown when there was chaos in Mdantsane, there was in this area, people were angry and their
anger came from this incident but I would like to say like all other painful incidents such as this one this caused people
to fight for their rights to belong to the South African Government. The whole border region and Mdantsane was
leading this region, Mdantsane was playing a leadership role in this region from this incident and this became clear in
1990 when the late L.L. Sebe was overthrown. The other incident which happened was the Bisho Massacre. Some of
you were injured yourselves and some appeared before the Commission to give us their evidence, some lost their family
members, some didn’t even want to appear before the Commission because they are still angry at what happened at
Eggerton Railway Station. We would like to thank you for reminding this country ... (end of tape) ... after this country
has been liberated so that when we are enjoying the fruits of freedom especially those who are leaders, they have to
remember that Mdantsane played a leading role in our struggle.

We have listened carefully to your requests, if it was upon us we would try and answer your requests now because we
are talking of the heroes who sacrificed their lives to try and liberate this country but our job is to listen and after
listening to you when we give the report to the President next year we will present your requests to the President so that
he can see what he can do.

We would like to salute the people from Mdantsane especially those who lost their family members in this incident.
Where we were in the morning that’s where the heroes are. We thank you very much, you may now go back to your
seats.

----------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: David Gobizembe? Please stand up Sir. Please take off your cap Sir.

MR DAVID GOBIZEMBE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Gobizembe, can you hear me?

MR GOBIZEMBE: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Before you start on your story there are a few questions I need to ask you just so that I’m very clear
before I listen to your story. The first question that I want to ask you, you say that you were in a military camp in
Zimbabwe for political reasons. I want you to just to explain that to me please, what do you mean by this?

MR GOBIZEMBE: Yes I was there. I went to Zimbabwe in 1984 from Quatro in Angola. I ran to Zimbabwe because I
was ill-treated. I was treated as a prisoner but I was in a struggle and I think I was wasting my time.

MS CRICHTON: Alright, thank you that was the first question. When you were in Zimbabwe and you got to Zimbabwe
you were at a military camp, which one was that? Which camp was it?

MR GOBIZEMBE: I was in Queens Park in Zimbabwe.

MS CRICHTON: I need to ask you a few questions if you’ll please just bear with me. Who was the Commander at that
Camp?

MR GOBIZEMBE: The Commander of the Camp?

MS CRICHTON: Yes that’s right. If you can’t remember that’s all right. You also say in your statement that it was
during the mutiny period but as far as I understand there wasn’t any mutiny in Zimbabwe, there was in Angola. Is it the
mutiny in Angola that you’re talking about?

MR GOBIZEMBE: It was in Angola.

MS CRICHTON: That’s fine that helps me to understand much better. You say that you went to the OAU in Zambia, is
that right and it was there that you were stabbed and shot, is that correct?



MR GOBIZEMBE: Yes that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Now I can let you tell your story because I’m now clear, thank you. Please carry on and tell us what
happened.

MR GOBIZEMBE: I was with my friends when we saw our friends running and we discovered that there was shooting.
Joseph Sotetsi who was my best friend was sitting next to me but he ran away and jumped a fence.

MS CRICHTON: I’m sorry that we’re going to interrupt you Mr Gobizembe and ask you if you would start from when
you were in South Africa and from there move through with your story.

MR GOBIZEMBE: I left this country in 1976 and went into exile. When I got to Angola I was not trusted like others
and was not treated well, I didn’t stay comfortably from the day that I arrived there. I said that I came to join the ANC
but they didn’t trust me and regarded me as a State Agent and took me to RC Camp Quatro in Angola where they put
me in the cells underground. There were other people there who were also referred to as State Agents but those people
are the same people serving the present Government. We were not State Agents but they assaulted and beat us. Sotetsi
was shot and fell in my arms as I was trying to hold him I was shot in my side and when I tried to look behind I just fell
down as there was somebody who was beating me with a bush knife whilst I was shot.

I was then taken to hospital and I decided not to go back there because what I came to do, I did not do. What I’m trying
to say is that I’m sorry for joining the ANC because I’m crippled, I had an operation in my hand but my muscles were
injured and I cannot do anything now. This was because I was accused of this. I would still like the ANC to tell me
whether I was a State Agent or whether I’m still a State Agent. I was around this area, I was not staying in one place. I
was harassed by the Boers and the ANC. I would go to Port Elizabeth asking for help as I didn’t have a place to stay
because the Boers and the ANC was harassing me. I moved around the world but to-day I’m confused because I don’t
think even our present Government has a future.

REV FINCA: Please keep quiet people. Thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Gobizembe, thank you for telling us your story we have got the facts now that is why I asked so
many questions and we will investigate and do what we can. I’m going to hand you back to the Chairman now, thank
you.

REV FINCA: Mr Gobizembe, we will thank you together with other people. You may step down for now.
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REV FINCA: We welcome you Naledi we’re going to request that Reverend Xundu swears you in.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Is the lady next to you going to speak as well?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: Yes.

REV XUNDU: What is her name?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: ............. Gush.

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Can I swear them in.

MRS NALEDI SITANDIWE ABIGAIL GUSH-NKULA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MRS GUSH-NKULA: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: We’re going to hand over to Tiny Maya to lead you in evidence.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. We greet you Mrs Nkula, I’m going to start with you because your evidence
is documented before us. You’re going to talk about Thembelihle Arnold Gush who was shot and died on the eleventh
of February in 1990 at Vulindlele Police Station, is that correct?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: Yes.

MISS MAYA: Please tell us more about Thembelihle who was he how was he shot and when.

MRS GUSH-NKULA: Thembelihle was my brother. I was born after him. It was on a Sunday the eleventh when Mr
Mandela was released. He left home to go to church because he was in the choir and my parents were going to follow.
He said that if he comes back late from the church it will be because he’s joined the marches. When my parents got to
church they did not see him but they were not concerned because he’d said he’d join the marches if they were there.
They came back from church. My parents stay at NU 13 and I stay at NU 7. I was going to watch our President’s release
on TV. Just before I started watching the programme my mother phoned me saying that our grandfather phoned and said
that he’d heard that Thembelihle had been shot. My husband was there and he went to hospital. He said he was going to
see him at the hospital. I was with a friend so I stayed behind. I thought he’d come back and tell us what happened. An



hour later I got a telephone call from Thembisa who stays at NU 13 asking if I’m Lithle’s sister and I said yes. He said
he’s from Makiwane Hospital and he’d taken my brother to the hospital. He’d been shot next to our house. He was taken
into a van which took him to Makiwane Hospital. When he phoned me he said that they’d left him at Makiwane
Hospital. I was with my friend and my little child and I got a bit impatient. We went straight to the hospital. There were
a whole lot of soldiers and it was difficult to get in but eventually we did. We went in, they said they don’t know
anything about my brother and we asked if we could peruse the admission register but apparently it had been said that
nobody could look at the Admissions Register. We asked around but apparently nobody had seen him. One of the nurses
said that we must go to Frere Hospital to check there but nobody knew anything about my brother.

Eventually I saw an Admissions Clerk who knew me and knew my brother as well. He said that he saw people going in
but he didn’t see my brother. That was at about seven o’clock. I went back to the Makiwane Hospital and I asked for an
Admissions Register but there was none. I went home back home just to switch on the lights and lock. Just after I got
home I got another call and they said I must go home because they’d found my brother. My husband and I missed each
other on the way. There was a rumour at Makiwane Hospital that nobody was allowed to go in because there were
apparently corpses there and no-one should see them. This is what my husband was told. OnE of the nurses said to him
that he’d seen some of the corpses but he hadn’t seen my brother. My husband wasn’t given any Admissions Register
either. He went to a nurse that he saw who had the keys to this room. When he got there, there were about four or five
other corpses and he identified my brother. He then went home and told my family.

That was the eleventh of February on the Sunday and on the twelfth we went to Makiwane Hospital. Strangely enough
Makiwane Hospital knew nothing about these corpses. We went to the police station at Unit 1 and they knew nothing
about this either. My husband re-iterated that he saw my brother’s corpse. Somebody said we must go to West Bank
because the corpses that were at Makiwane Hospital were transferred to West Bank. As we arrived at West Bank a
police van arrived as well. There was a pathologist who worked there where the police were. He showed us the corpse
and we identified my brother. He had a hole on his forehead as well as at the back of his head. Apparently the bullet
went into the back of his head and came out of his forehead. There was a paper on his thumb with unknown written on
it. That was on the Monday.

A policeman Mamo, the Mdantsane knows him. He came to my house and said that he’d heard that my brother had been
shot and he advised us to go and lay charges. Before the sun set on the very same day the police came. We were called
to the police station at N.U. 12. I went there with my parents. The late Mr Zebe was sent from Bisho and he was there to
open a docket. We were puzzled because we had not yet gone to the police but Bisho already knew that there was this
man who had been shot and a docket about this case should be opened. They asked us what had happened and we told
them that we did not know. A lot of people came to us from the celebration and told us that people were marching from
N.U. 12. A white Opel that I had seen driven by the police that day stopped and started shooting around the stadium and
then this car went towards the police station. This car was driving around the crowds. They stopped and opened the
doors and starting shooting. This is when my brother got shot around the police station. The policemen in the car were
named. Should I name them?

MISS MAYA: Yes.

MRS GUSH-NKULA: The two policemen’s names were Sitile Gole and Madikane whose first name I don’t know.
These were the names. That is how my brother passed away. He’d been wearing a suit and he had a bible and a hymn
book because he was going to church. He’d changed at my uncle’s place therefore we got these back. We could not bury
him the next week-end because we had to wait for my mother’s sisters from Zimbabwe and Botswana.

On the Monday of the year he died he was doing his third year at Gobusane. He worked for ten years at the MBSA and
he’d gone back to school. It was his last year at Gobusane. The Gobusane students came to us on Monday the twelfth.
This white Kadett was there. People pointed out and identified the car. This car had no window at the back, I think it
was CB or CA I don’t remember well. The school children dispersed and that was that. However from the twelfth to the
twenty fourth when we buried my brother the streets behind us and just ahead of us was full of police and soldiers.

On the twenty third as we were going to bury my brother on the twenty fourth we were called to the police station at
Unit 12. We went there and spoke to some man. I can’t remember his name. I think it was the Station Commander but it



was the highest man in status there. He asked where we were going to bury my brother and we said we were going to
use the church at N.U. 3 and they said we could not use the church at N.U. 3 because people are going to be incited. We
had to use a stadium or a church from N.U. 3 and then use the nearest graveyard.

MISS MAYA: Could we assist each other here? Did you bury peacefully?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: The police vans and cars were around all the time on the Friday as we were going to bury on the
Saturday. We were called to the police station and they said we should not have a night vigil in the evening on Friday
because there were going to be problems. We said that if the people wanted a night vigil we had to and the Station
Commander said he’s warning us and we should not complain if something happens. There was a night vigil but it was
disrupted. They took down people’s names and we were told to stop the night vigil within an hour.

MISS MAYA: Did you lay charges as you seem to be aware of who the perpetrators are?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: No, there was no court case. I cannot remember whether three or four months had elapsed after
the funeral and we were called because there was going to be an inquest. We went there and after a minute they asked if
the Gush family was there and we said yes. The Magistrate said the inquest concerning your son nobody can be held
responsible for his death.

MISS MAYA: Therefore the inquest proceedings were not in your presence, you were just informed of the conclusions?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: Yes, I did not know what was happening as I thought we would be part of the investigation
because we had information as well. This Magistrate went back to his chambers and I thought we should approach him.
I approached him asking him who he was and he said he’s Mr Matwana. We asked him if this was the normal procedure
for an inquest and he said he didn’t know but he’d been sent to give this conclusion. We asked him from where and he
said he could not divulge that information.

MISS MAYA: Was this Magistrate from the area or from another area?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: I have no clue but because I was dealing with him at the time I had to ask his name. I don’t know
whether he works in the area.

MISS MAYA: Had you seen him prior to that?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: No.

MISS MAYA: And after that?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: No.

MISS MAYA: Did you got to an attorney?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: No, but we have a friend who is an attorney and we asked him what the legal proceedings would
be. How would we deal with this and he said that if members of the Government Civil Service were perpetrators it
would be difficult to deal with the case. We asked the White man in West Bank what the corpse was doing there and he
said that it was there for a post-mortem and we said that as a family we didn’t ask for a post-mortem to be conducted.

MISS MAYA: Do you know who this doctor is?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: I don’t know but we got results from the post-mortem. They said that the cause of death was a
bullet that entered from the posterior to the anterior.

MISS MAYA: Your brother was thirty one years old did he have a wife and children?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: He’d had a wife but they were separated. He has one son who was nine years old in 1990 and the
other one was born in 1990 after he died.



MISS MAYA: Who stays with these children?

MRS GUSH-NKULA: They stay with my mother. The eldest ...

MISS MAYA: We’ll ask for the details later. Does Naledi’s mother have anything to say?

MRS GUSH: I just want to take over. The eldest child was terribly affected by this incident. He was very close to his
father and his lifestyle deteriorated. He is in a reformatory in Cape Town.

MISS MAYA: How old is the child?

MRS GUSH: He turned sixteen on the second of March. He’d say that if his father was alive things would be different
at home. Another calamity that befell our home is that my husband’s health deteriorated terribly after my son’s death.
He was a teacher and that was his last year. The students were requesting that he resigns because he was not of good
health. On the Monday the twelfth of February there were celebrations at Thabakandota. There was a voice on the radio
that day and this voice was saying that Gush was not at the celebration even though I was doing everything for him,
feeding him and supporting him he was biting the very hand that was providing for him. He gave a command that the
Ciskeian Police in Mdantsane must shoot those people that do not appreciate what he had done for him. He was
heartbroken. His will to live was no longer there. In December 1995 his heart stopped.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Ma’am. Do you have requests that we can present to the State President?

MRS GUSH: Two requests that are strong in my heart. I am not bitter I do not want revenge but my eyes long to see the
man who killed my eldest son, my only son.

Secondly, he has children the eldest being in a reformatory has no direction at all. I am his father and I am his mother. If
I die to-morrow this child will have no parents. He must be able to stand for himself in life. How is he going to be able
to do that without parents. Even the younger one is disabled and has been for the last four years. I support that child and
I’m helped by my daughters who are married. I want my grandchildren to stand as dignified men in society.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Ma’am, thank you Naledi. I will hand you over to the Chairperson. There may be further
questions.

REV FINCA: Mr Gush and Naledi thank you so much for having given us this report. Losing your son Naledi’s brother
and sharing with us how this unfortunate incident touched your lives. Your last words Mrs Gush .............. words that
were spoken at Thabakandota. It is not for me to say whether they are true or not as I am not here for that but we are
used to such statements that we’d hear at that mountain Thabakandota. We would like to extend our compassion to you
thanking you that even through your pain you are able to forgive and say that you are not bitter or angry and your only
desire is that the perpetrators come before you that you may be able to see them so that there may be a two way
forgiveness. We thank you.
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REV FINCA: There are requests before us that Mtozami Madikane and Sitile Gola would like to appear before the
Commisison. Could you please step down Mr Mtozami Madikane first of all accompanied by his legal representative
Dudley van Heerden. Mr van Heerden welcome would you like to confirm your name, the name of your client and the
reason for appearing before the Commission.

MR VAN HEERDEN: Thank you Mr Chairperson and fellow Commissioners. I am Dudley van Heerden from the firm
Smith Tabata Barnes and Gross in King William’s Town. Mr Chairperson I am representing Mr Madikane at the hearing
that is scheduled for to-day. My client has had sight of the statement made by the Claimant in this particular matter Mr
Chairman and he is prepared to relate his side of the story regarding the events of the statement. The statement has been
prepared and I take it is in possession of the Commissioners.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr van Heerden. We will have to swear Mr Madikane in. His full name is Mtozami is that
correct? Mtozami Madikane? We would like you to take the oath so that you can testify before the Commission.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mtozami Madikane please stand up.

MR MTOZAMI MADIKANE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: You may sit down Mr Madikane. Before I hand over to Mr van Heerden I would like to ask the people in
this hearing to be well behaved so that our proceedings can be done with dignity. Our work here is to give respect to
everybody appearing before the Commission no matter how we feel about that particular person. If he is here we have to
protect him by all means and we have to show him respect. He does not have to feel intimidated. I urge the people from
Mdantsane, the lovely people from Mdantsane to have respect for the witness and to our proceedings so that it can
proceed with dignity, thank you. Mr van Heerden you are going to lead your client and you can do seated because this is
not a court.

MR VAN HEERDEN: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Madikane you have heard what the complainant has said in this
particular matter. Can you proceed and tell us what happened on the eleventh of February 1990 and your response to the
allegations made by the complainant? You may proceed.



MR MADIKANE: Mr Chairperson I’ve heard the allegations against me. On that particular day there were police
placed in three police stations. There were police in NU 13, NU 12 and in NU 1. I was stationed at NU 1 then. The area
in which we patrolled was from NU 1 to NU 7. The police from NU 13 were working in their area and the police from
NU 12 were working in their area. At that time I was in Highway together with Inspector Balt who was the driver and I
was the passenger. We were patrolling our area and we could hear everything that was happening in NU 13 over the
radio. I never went to NU 13 because I was patrolling my area. When I got to NU 13 I found a white Monza with a
broken window next to the police station in NU 13. After this I heard that people said that I killed Thembelihle Gush
and I don’t know him. I told Mr Sewisa about this and he asked me why I’m not challenging this and I said I reported
the matter to my office and I was willing to challenge these allegations but the person who was in authority in my office
said that I must drop this. I saw Mr Sewisa in the stadium and I told him that I am called to appear before the
Commission because I am accused of killing Thembelihle. I never saw him and I didn’t even know him. That is all.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much Mr Madikane. We are just going to ask you client a few questions for him to clarify
things which are not clear to us at this stage Mr van Heerden. As I said to you earlier we are not contemplating making a
finding at this stage. If at any time we are contemplating making a finding which will define Mr Madikane as a
perpetrator we will serve a notice on him and we will inform him that we are contemplating making a finding but just
for the clarity of the Commission we will raise a few questions on what he has said to us. Let me speak in Xhosa
referring to you Mr Madikane.

You said in your statement that there were different police stations and you were patrolling different areas on that
particular day, where were you patrolling from?

MR MADIKANE: We were not patrolling from any way but the police were to report according to their stations. I went
to NU 1 to report to my police station, police from NU 13 went to report to NU 13.

REV FINCA: What was the reason for this?

MR MADIKANE: The reason was that there was going to be a march on that day.

REV FINCA: Was the march okay?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, it was.

REV FINCA: Where did this march come from?

MR MADIKANE: I don’t know. I won’t lie. I don’t know because I just heard there was going to be a march on that
particular day and we had to report to our different stations. I won’t lie saying that the people who marched came from a
particular place.

REV FINCA: In your statement you said that everything that was happening at NU 13 you could hear over the radio but
you don’t know what was happening at NU 13?

MR MADIKANE: What I’m saying is that as the police we could hear the police from NU 13 because we were in the
car at that time.

REV FINCA: What did you hear?

MR MADIKANE: We heard that there were people in NU 13’s police station. We heard that from the radio while
patrolling our area in NU 1.

REV FINCA: Please give us in detail the report you got over the radio telling you what was happening in NU 13.

MR MADIKANE: Please repeat your question.

REV FINCA: Please tell us clearly and in detail what you could hear from the radio. What was happening in NU 13



because you said that everything that was happening in NU 13 you could hear it over the radio?

MR MADIKANE: We heard that people were lowering the flag in NU 13.

REV FINCA: Please continue Mr Madikane.

MR MADIKANE: They said that people were lowering the flag in NU 13.

REV FINCA: Is that all? What else did you hear over the radio?

MR MADIKANE: That is all.

REV FINCA: You just heard that?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, we heard that people were in NU 13 and they were going to lower the flag. That is all I heard.

REV FINCA: Did you hear that people were shot?

MR MADIKANE: No, I did not hear that I’m not going to lie.

REV FINCA: According to your knowledge were there any people who were shot on that particular day?

MR MADIKANE: The only person I heard of that was shot in NU 13 was Thembelihle the one referred to earlier. I
heard that he was shot by me and Gola.

REV FINCA: Where did you hear that Thembelihle Gush was shot in NU 13.

MR MADIKANE: I heard this from the township that there was a person by the name of Thembelihle who was shot by
myself. This I heard after a week and I didn’t even know him.

REV FINCA: This Unit NU 13 were you working in that Unit?

MR MADIKANE: No, I was working in NU 1 the police station from NU 1. The police working in NU 13 were those
reporting to that police station. I was in NU 1.

REV FINCA: When you heard this allegation that you shot Thembelihle Gush in NU 13 did you try to investigate this
matter? Did you try to find out details from the police of NU 13 about this? Did you go to the police from NU 13 to find
out what exactly happened?

MR MADIKANE: No, I was not interested in investigating that because I knew that the police from NU 13 were in NU
13. I was not interested because I knew that I was not there. You can go in NU 13 and you will see the police who were
there on that day.

REV FINCA: You were not interested in knowing exactly what happened in NU 13?

MR MADIKANE: No, I’m not going to lie I was not interested because I was not there. I was not interested in knowing
the details.

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Madikane I have a few questions for you. There’s a person by the name
of Sitile Gola and both of you are alleged to have shot Thembelihle, do you know Mr Gola?

MR MADIKANE: He is a policeman.

MISS MAYA: Do you know him?



MR MADIKANE: Yes, I know him.

MISS MAYA: Were you together on this particular day or did you spend any time together?

MR MADIKANE: No, on that day I was only working with Bult I didn’t work with Mr Gola on that particular day.

MISS MAYA: After you hear of the shooting incident you didn’t meet with Mr Gola whether it was in the police station
or in the car?

MR MADIKANE: No, I’m not going to lie I did not meet him but when we got to NU 13 I saw a car with broken
windows.

MISS MAYA: There is a car referred to by Mrs Gush which was patrolling in the township, do you know anything
about this car?

MR MADIKANE: No, I only know the car I was in.

MISS MAYA: Do you know the make of the car?

MR MADIKANE: It was an Opel Monza. There were two Opel Monzas in NU 13 and one from NU 1. There were three
Opel Monzas in Mdantsane at the time. We were using an Opel Monza with Inspector Bult and I think there were two
Opel Monzas in NU 13.

MISS MAYA: Do you know whether Gola was using a car?

MR MADIKANE: I don’t know I never saw him that day.

MISS MAYA: When you were given instructions on this day what were the instructions?

MR MADIKANE: We were told to patrol the area so that people cannot destroy the Government Buildings.

MISS MAYA: In other words you were only patrolling?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, we were only patrolling we were not instructed to go and disrupt the people who were marching
but we were just patrolling around the Government Buildings.

MISS MAYA: The last question. Were you armed?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, as detectives we have pistols with us all the time. I think the people from the police from other
areas were also armed.

MISS MAYA: Do you have any knowledge of the number of police who were placed in other areas?

MR MADIKANE: No.

MISS MAYA: In your area how many were you?

MR MADIKANE: I cannot count. There were many of us.

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MISS CRICHTON: Mr Madikane I want to ask you two questions. The first one just a short answer, were you able to
speak to people in police cars in other areas through your radio?

MR MADIKANE: Repeat?



MISS CRICHTON: Can you hear me?

MR MADIKANE: Yes.

MISS CRICHTON: Were you able to converse or speak to people who were in police cars in other areas? You could
hear what was going on in NU 13 but could you actually contact them on your radio?

MR MADIKANE: On that day there were cars all around and in Fort Jackson. There were many people in NU 13. The
cars were only watching these people they could not even go into NU 13. We could hear people from the cars not from
the stations.

MISS CRICHTON: And on occasion like this when there’s trouble in an area do they not call in cars to come from other
areas to assist?

MR MADIKANE: I said that there were police from NU 12 and NU 13. We were in NU 1 patrolling our area. We did
not know that there was a problem but we knew that there were people who were lowering the flag and there were
police to sort out that problem in that area.

MISS CRICHTON: So I just want to clarify that you were not called in over your radio to come and assist at all?

MR MADIKANE: No, we were never called.

MISS CRICHTON: That’s all thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Madikane let me start this way, do you know the work of the Commission
and very briefly can you please tell us what the duty of the Commission is?

MR MADIKANE: No, I don’t know the duty or the work of the Commission.

MR SANDI: Very briefly Mr Madikane our work as the Commission is to assist in the process of Reconciliation so that
if there is a way what happened in the past people would forget and forgive. That is our duty. It is not our duty at all to
try and find excuses to say that the people were supposed to do this and not that. Our work is to get the truth from the
people to open their hearts. I’m just telling you briefly about our duty as the Commission.

MR MADIKANE: I’m listening to you Sir. If I was there I would tell you that I was there. I’m telling you exactly what
happened because I was never in that area. The person who was with me can come here and tell you.

MR SANDI: Unfortunately we don’t have time. I wanted to ask you questions so that we can get clarity about the
incident but I will only ask you two or three questions. As a person who is accused of being involved in this incident did
you take any steps to try and show that these are only accusations?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, I wanted to take steps as I’ve already said before I went to the person who was in authority
saying that I want to challenge this but he stopped me. I went to Mr Sewisa and told him the same thing. He asked why I
don’t challenge it and I told him that I wanted to challenge this matter but they stopped me in the office.

MR SANDI: How did you plan to challenge this?

MR MADIKANE: I planned to challenge it because I was accused of killing a person who I never met.

MR SANDI: Did you go to Gush’s family to tell them that you have no idea of this?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, I wanted to clear my name but the person in authority said that I must stop this.

MR SANDI: Who was in authority at the time?



MR MADIKANE: I think it was a Mr Songusho.

MR SANDI: How long did you work in the police force at that time in the Ciskei?

MR MADIKANE: I don’t remember but now I’m in the police force for fifteen years.

MR SANDI: At the time of the bus boycott were you a policeman?

MR MADIKANE: I was in college in Hamanskraal at the time. I was not here I was in Hamanskraal College.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Madikane as I’ve already said we don’t have time but I would have liked to ask you more
questions so that we can get some clarity. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Madikane the last question. How do you feel about what happened in Gush’s family?

MR MADIKANE: This was painful Mr Chairperson. It is very painful because they lost their son but it is very painful
on my side coming before the people here and being accused of something I wasn’t even involved in. I’m staying in
Golden Highway and a person came from Tjolo and wanted to know where I was staying. At the time he was speaking
about this accusation. He was sitting next to me and I think it was three to four years back. He did not know me but he
was speaking about my and one guy Vuyani was sitting next to me and he said that I had nothing to do with this. This
guy was only talking he did not even know me. It is very painful to me because people in Mdantsane are saying these
things. I was in a course in Bisho the week before last when there was a shooting and I heard from Bisho that I arrested
these people but I was in Bisho I was not here in Mdantsane. Even to-day I came from the course in Bisho. I was
accused of arresting these people but I was not there. What I’m trying to say is that this is not the first time that I am
accused.

REV FINCA: What is your position?

MR MADIKANE: I’m an Inspector Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: So in other words you would be able to help us to answer this question from Gush’s family that they want
to know who killed their son. Will you be able to help us?

MR MADIKANE: I can’t say Mr Chairperson because what was happening there it is clear that they were the police
who shot them. Up until to-day I don’t have any information about that incident. The person who shot him is quiet he’s
not saying anything. The people said that the police were shooting at them. I can’t say that I will be able to help you.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Madikane if I’m listening to you clearly in your testimony especially in
your last part of your testimony you are an unfortunate person because you are always accused of things you don’t know
about.

MR MADIKANE: Yes, I’m an unfortunate person.

MR SANDI: What is the reason for this?

MR MADIKANE: The reason for that is that I work very hard and I do my job very well.

MR SANDI: Did I hear you clearly in conclusion when you said that you are an Inspector but this Commission which is
doing an important duty and which is well known in the whole country and in the whole world, you as an Inspector you
don’t know the duties of the Commission.

MR MADIKANE: I don’t know why I’m here Sir and I also said I don’t know the duties or the work of the
Commission.



MR SANDI: But you are an Inspector?

MR MADIKANE: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: Thank you, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Madikane we thank you very much for appearing before the Commission to try and help us to find out
the truth. I think that your presence here at the Commission is a contribution and I hope that you will continue helping
us so that we can find an answer for the Gush family so that they may be satisfied. We hope that your position as a
policeman who was present on that particular day although you were not in NU 13 can help us to answer this question.
We will ask you to help us and to bear with us if we come back to you asking for more information. You’ve already said
that it is very painful for you to be accused of something you never did. If it is possible for us as the Commission to find
out the truth and report this to the family you will be accepted back in Mdantsane community because we have found
out the truth. If you can help us to find out the truth I think that the family will be free and you as well because I don’t
think that this stigma about you can be removed if we don’t find an answer to their question and to the people who were
affected by this incident. Please bear with us if we come back to you as the Commission. Maybe our investigators may
come back to you to ask you certain questions in order to find out the truth. We’d like to thank you very much for now
and thank you Mr van Heerden. As I said earlier we are not contemplating making a finding at this stage. The matter is
going to be a subject of

ongoing investigation by our investigation unit.

MR VAN HEERDEN: Thank you Mr Chairman may I stand up?

REV FINCA: Please.
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REV FINCA: Mr S.S. Gola please come forward together Mr Mbandazayo. Mr Mbandazayo I would like to confirm
your name and the name of your client and why you are appearing before the Commission to-day.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Thank you Mr Chairman I confirm that my name is Lugani Mbandazayo and I represent Mr
Gola, Sitile Simon Gola thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Gola what is your full name?

MR GOLA: Sitile.

REV FINCA: Before we hand over to Mr Mbandazayo so that he can lead you please stand so that we can swear you in.
Reverend Xundu will swear you in.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR SITILE SIMON GOLA: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Gola we’ll hand over to Mr Mbandazayo to lead Mr Gola in evidence.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Mr Chairman as you are aware you have a summary of the evidence in front of you which is
going to be presented by my client. At this stage I will try and lead him on the points which have been raised in that
statement. Mr Gola you were here when the complainant was giving evidence before the Commission can you in your
own words tell the Commission what happened on the day in question.

MR GOLA: First of all I would like to thank this Commission for having come to Mdantsane so that we are able to talk
about this accusation. On the said day I was on duty. I was driving in a Ford Sierra GCE 23479 when I heard a report on
the radio that the people were trying to lower a flag at NU 13 police station and all the police cars should go there. As I
was alone in the car I drove and got to NU 13 where there were a whole lot of people but nothing was happening at that
time. I was driving behind a police van. This van parked on one side at the NU 13 police station and I parked on the
other side.

Just after I had switched the car off I heard a bang on the car’s window behind me. When I looked there were a whole
lot of stones being thrown at car and the back window was broken. I thought it best not to get out of the car as I might
be attacked because they were throwing stones. However I did get out of the car and rolled into the police station. Shots
were fired from the police at NU 13 and the people dispersed. As my car was damaged I asked the man in authority of
the whole operation to summons a finger print expert to come. Photographs were taken and I opened a case. I don’t
know anything about this man being shot, thank you.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Sitile Gola. Mr Mbandazayo may we ask a few questions?

MR MBANDAZAYO: No objections Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Gola I’m going to ask you a few short questions, did you every find out who
shot this man?

MR MBANDAZAYO: No truly but Inspector Madikane’s name and mine were mentioned.

MR SANDI: Who mentioned your names?



MR GOLA: It just went around.

MR SANDI: Was it on the radio, in the newspapers or was it people?

MR GOLA: Just the people around and we don’t know who but we heard that our names were mentioned.

MR SANDI: Have you ever shot anyone as a policeman.

MR GOLA: No, I’ve never shot anyone.

MR SANDI: You don’t have a record of having shot anyone, perhaps by mistake?

MR GOLA: No, I do not.

MR SANDI: Did you carry a gun as a policeman?

MR GOLA: Yes, even now and previously as well.

MR SANDI: On the day that you ran for cover did you shoot?

MR GOLA: I couldn’t shoot the people because it was a crown and there were too many stones coming my way.

MR SANDI: Thank you.

REV FINCA: Miss Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Gola just a few questions. Were you stationed at NU 13?

MR GOLA: No, I was stationed in Bisho.

MISS MAYA: Did you come from Bisho on this day or when did you leave Bisho to go to NU 13?

MR GOLA: On that day I was instructed to work in Mdantsane to keep order.

MISS MAYA: When were these instructions given, where they given on that day or previously?

MR GOLA: On that particular day.

MISS MAYA: What exactly were the instructions?

MR GOLA: That order must be kept in the entire Mdantsane.

MISS MAYA: What would you have done if there were damages?

MR GOLA: We’d have to report to the authorities.

MISS MAYA: You said you’d heard on radio that the police must go and help with the crowd at NU 13, what kind of
help were you instructed to give?

MR GOLA: To protect the police station premises and the police.

MISS MAYA: How would you protect yourselves, what were you going to do there?

MR GOLA: It would have depended on the situation.

MISS MAYA: When you rushed to NU 13, what were your intentions?



MR GOLA: To protect the police and police premises.

MISS MAYA: I’ve not yet got an answer that I would like. When you stopped the car and stones were thrown at you,
how far were you from the NU 13 policemen?

MR GOLA: I said that as I parked the car there was a bang and when I looked my car was being stoned. Two of the
stones smashed the window and I crawled into the police station.

MISS MAYA: Where were the rest of the policemen, could they see you or were you much further?

MR GOLA: If we could go to NU 13 I would explain this. If this is the police station there were a whole lot of cars
parked right next to the police station.

MISS MAYA: Did you see other policemen when you were parking?

MR GOLA: Yes, but because of the stones everybody tried to run for cover.

MISS MAYA: Did you know the policemen at NU 13?

MR GOLA: Yes, I knew some of them, some were from Zwelitsha and others were from Bisho.

MISS MAYA: Did you see the police that were shooting and were there police when you got up?

MR GOLA: Yes. As I said I looked around when I heard the bang and I ran for cover when I realised that there were a
lot of stones being thrown.

MISS MAYA: So what you’re saying is the bullet sounds were from the police at NU 13, how did you know this?

MR GOLA: I said that shots were fired by the police.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Gola even though you haven’t answered my question.

MR GOLA: I have answered your question.

REV FINCA: Mr Gola, please answer the question, whoever is asking the question does not matter please just answer it.
According to your statement shots were fired by the police.

MR GOLA: I said by the police.

REV FINCA: Who were they shooting at?

MR GOLA: I don’t know I just heard them shooting.

REV FINCA: Would police shoot other police?

MR GOLA: I can’t say that.

REV FINCA: After the shooting was anyone shot?

MR GOLA: I did not see anyone but my car as well as other police cars were damaged.

REV FINCA: You say that you got an instruction that you must go to NU 13, was this to all the other policemen or just
you?

MR GOLA: This instruction was to all the police that were patrolling.



REV FINCA: Were you here when Mr Madikane gave evidence?

MR GOLA: Yes.

REV FINCA: Did you hear his evidence?

MR GOLA: Yes, and I cannot match with mine.

REV FINCA: Reverend Xundu?

REV XUNDU: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. You say that you were sent to go and look at the damages.

MR GOLA: Yes, that was the instruction from the control office.

REV XUNDU: What were you going to do to people that were marching there?

MR GOLA: I said that we would have to assess the situation and then respond.

REV XUNDU: What were you supposed to do?

MR GOLA: We were not given any direct instruction.

REV XUNDU: Were you trained in a way that when people are causing unrest in a particular manner you act in a
specific manner yourselves?

MR GOLA: Yes, we were.

REV XUNDU: What were you supposed to do as police to control the crowds?

MR GOLA: At that particular moment?

REV XUNDU: Any moment when you go to a place of chaos or unrest?

MR GOLA: Well there are police trained specifically for that would that answer you better. I was just called to those
premises to protect them and the police.

REV XUNDU: So what you’re saying is that the police that shot were taking the law into their own hands as they had
not been instructed to do so. Were you armed with rubber bullets or real bullets?

MR GOLA: I had my own pistol.

REV XUNDU: So you went there not trained to control a crowd and depending on your pistol therefore if you are
shocked you shoot?

MR GOLA: It would depend on the situation that I’d find myself in.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Gola just one small thing, what was your rank at the time?

MR GOLA: I was a Sergeant I’m an inspector now.

REV FINCA: Thank you for your evidence, we are now more confused than we were initially.

MR GOLA: I’m also confused having been put here and not having done anything, I’m innocent.

REV FINCA: Your evidence has left us more confused than we were before. When Mr Madikane gave evidence we



thought that there was a bit of light but your evidence is contradictory to his meaning that we are far from the truth
because this is conflicting and contradictory evidence there’s one true and one false evidence and as the Truth
Commission we have to find a way to get the truth. Thank you for coming. As I said to Mr Madikane we are not
contemplating making a finding at this stage but we are going to continue with our investigation and when we
contemplate making a finding we will let you know. I hope that you are going to help the Commission in investigating
this matter and in reaching the truth. Our country that we abide in stipulates that at least we live in truth and the whole
country is waiting for us to come forward with the truth. Thank you Mr Gola, thank you Mr Madikane. Mr Mbandazayo
thank you for coming before us, you are kindly excused.

MR MBANDAZAYO: Thank you.

------------------------------------
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____________________________________________________________________

REV FINCA: Nokuzola KOLOTI?

MRS NOKUZOLA THELMA KOLOTI: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Koloti I greet you. How do you pronounce your surname?

MRS KOLOTI: Koloti.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Ma’am. You are going to tell us about Tamsanqa Walter Koloti. How were you related?

MRS KOLOTI: He was my son.

MISS MAYA: According to the statement we have before us you apparently got a report in 1991 that Tamsanqa who
was seventeen years at the time was not well in Tanzania. What happened, how did he get to Tanzania and what was he
ill from?

MRS KOLOTI: I got a report that he was not well in December 1989.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, you may continue.

MRS KOLOTI: Tamsanqa was a Standard Nine student at Wangaletu. He disappeared on the tenth of July in 1980.
After a while he wrote to us telling us that he’s in Maseru. The Special Branch Officers were looking for him at our
place quite frequently. At the time we were told that if somebody goes into exile they never come back.

However in December 1986 my sister called me because he apparently had a job to do here in South Africa, I saw him
and then he left again. He said that he would come back soon. What shocked me was that in December 1989 I got a
letter from him himself telling me that he was not well and that I must go to the ANC offices to ask them to make it
possible for me to go and see him. I got up early in the morning to go to Mr Metele and I told him. He was also shocked
as he had not heard that my child was ill and said he would investigate the matter. I gave him a week and the following
week I went back to him. He said that he found out that my son was indeed not well. I asked what was wrong with him
and he said he was ill from indigenous diseases in Tanzania, I asked if they could do something so that I could go and
see him but he said that the ANC could not afford it. I didn’t know where to turn for help.

My child wrote back but before that I wrote back to him and told him what had happened. He wrote yet again saying



that I should go back to the ANC offices to request help which I did. One morning at about nine o’clock Mr Mettle
came to my house and told me that my son was coming back but he did not say when. I was just happy that my he was
coming back but he never came back and I gave up.

In November 1990 I received his last letter reiterating the deteriorating state of his health. I was tired of the ANC telling
me that they don’t have money. ...(Inaudible) were on Robben Island at the time, they were also young men from the
neighbourhood. I went to Robben Island to ask them for a ticket and they already knew that Tamsanqa was ill. I told
them that I have this problem and they told me to go to Frank Chikane.

Even when I was in Cape Town I went to Carl(?) House and they tried to phone around but they did not succeed. It was
the 1st of May that year on a Wednesday on the 29th of April at about eleven in the morning when Mr Metele came to
my house to asked if my son had come back and I said no. He said that it was a bit funny because the ill always come
back home. It was in 1991. I had my child’s letters with me and I told him that the entire year of 1990 I’d been going to
the ANC offices requesting help. He asked what his alias name was that he used in exile and I said that he was
Samsomia. He asked when last he wrote, I said in November the previous year. I prepared for my child’s homecoming
even though he was ill I wanted him back.

It was on a Monday on the Tuesday there were general ANC meetings and I would go to those. I went to the meeting
and then went back home because there was no meeting after all. My youngest child came to me saying that Mr Metele
is looking for me and together with my sister they were waiting for me at home. When I got home in the early evening
there were women from the community sad and bowed down but Mr Metele was not there. I looked around and I sensed
in the atmosphere that my son had passed away. When my son told me that Metele was around I thought that he had
brought my son back. I went inside and asked, is my child dead? Nobody answered so I sat down. After a short while
Mr Metele came back as he’d gone to look for me and he told me that my son had passed away. I later found out
because my sister told me that there was a young man from Tanzania who’d gone to visit a friend at his punzani. This
young man remembered that there was a Comrade who he was in exile with and they got close because they were all
from East London but he would say that the house is in Mdantsane and the aunt lived in Spunsani. The other man said, I
know who you are talking about and he said he was sure that the family didn’t know that my son had passed away. Mr
Metele said that he would investigate the matter and when he came on the Monday asking if my son had arrived home.
This was because he was making sure that my son did pass on. Mr Metele was not strong enough to tell me on his own
so he went and got my sister so that they could tell me together.

The ANC then provided finances for me to go to Tanzania to my son’s grave. When we got there I was asked why I did
not go to Tanzania whilst my child was ill, did Mr Stofili not go to my house because my child had been calling for me
while he was in hospital and Mr Stofili had promised that he would go to my house and make preparations so that I
could go and visit my child in Tanzania. He stayed for weeks. They did not bury my son for two weeks because they
were expecting me. They apparently sent a fax that I should be fetched to go to my son’s funeral and apparently the
people who received the fax in South Africa replied saying that they’d gone to Sam’s mother (that is myself) and I’d
been ill with a stroke and I said they must bury my child. That is how they buried him because they’d received a false
report. That is how they went ahead with the burial and they were shocked when they saw me. I went in July telling
them that nobody said I must go to a funeral and that I never received such a report. I came back.

What shocks me is that our children were in a struggle for liberation, they fought. People came back, the ill came back
before me but my child was not brought back. They watched him dying, dying of what they know of, the poison they’d
given him. They did not give me the opportunity to look after my child. I could have taken him to doctors or to the
hospital but I was not given that opportunity and I do not know the reason. When I asked what my child was ill from I
was referred from one person to another and the final report was that my child was ill with aids. That is all.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mrs Koloti your story is absolutely clear. I will hand you over to the Chairperson but perhaps
my colleagues will ask you further questions.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Koloti who is Leo Mc Donald?

MRS KOLOTI: Leo Mc Donald is a boy who was staying next to me. He was my neighbour. When I went to Tanzania
he was there, he was one of the soldiers of the ANC but now he is working in Pretoria.



REV XUNDU: Where is he working?

MRS KOLOTI: He’s working in the ANC offices in Pretoria.

REV XUNDU: Who then is Siyabulela Phezisa?

MRS KOLOTI: Siyabulela Phezisa was with my son at school and in Tanzania. I think he is working in Bisho because
when he came to visit me and we were talking about this he said to me when Tamsanqa was ill in Tanzania we were
together. He said to me he was the one who was supposed to come back with him but during that period he was sent to
another country to attend a certain course. He said he was surprised to hear that Tamsanqa died in Tanzania because he
was supposed to be returned back.

REV XUNDU: Is Siyabulela Phezisa contactable?

MRS KOLOTI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: I note that there are requests you mentioned when you gave your statement. Firstly it is clear that you
want full disclosure of the cause of his death, is that correct?

MRS KOLOTI: Yes, that is correct.

REV XUNDU: In your statement you mentioned a request that you would like medical treatment. Are there any reasons
why you request medical attention?

MRS KOLOTI: I’m not requesting medical treatment for myself.

REV XUNDU: Didn’t you make a request concerning your state of health?

MRS KOLOTI: No.

REV XUNDU: Is there any other request?

MRS KOLOTI: As our children left the country and their colleagues came back we as the parents of those who did not
come back due to different reasons are affected because the children who came back are supporting their families. If my
child was here in 1986 he promised to do certain things for me and our home but unfortunately now he passed away and
I don’t know who is going to fulfill his promises to me. I don’t know who is going to support me. As he was buried in
that country and I’m a Xhosa person I would like his bones to be exhumed so that when I think of him I will be able to
go and visit his grave. I also have two children who are still at school.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mrs Koloti, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Before we let you go I have one question, when you got to Tanzania you were told that they were sending
messages to you that your son was sick and they waited two weeks for you to come to attend his funeral and a Mr Stofili
was given a message to send to you.

MRS KOLOTI: Yes, Mr Stofili got there while he was in hospital.

REV FINCA: What I would like to know is who was telling you these things?

MRS KOLOTI: I don’t remember those people’s names but they were people who were in charge of Dakaula Guest
House Dakaula where I was staying.

REV FINCA: They were people who were in Dakaula Guest House?

MRS KOLOTI: Yes.



REV FINCA: Were these people members of the ANC?

MRS KOLOTI: They were members of the ANC but I don’t remember their names.

REV FINCA: You said that you don’t remember their names?

MRS KOLOTI: No, I don’t remember their names.

REV FINCA: Did you know their names before or do you have any idea who they were?

MRS KOLOTI: I will ask those young man who were there.

REV FINCA: Thank you for your story Mrs Koloti and we will thank all of you afterwards. You may go back to your
seat.
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MR MXOLISI CANWELL LELEKI: (Sworn states)

REV FINCA: We welcome you Mr Leleki, we thank you for coming before the Commission. I’ll hand over to Nziki
Sandi who will lead you in evidence on behalf of the panel.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Leleki according to your statement you are going to speak about your being
attacked in East London being accused of being an informer. Lets not go into detail about particular incidents before
you were attacked when you almost lost you life being kicked and beaten with weapons. Who was attacking you?

MR LELEKI: Joe Jordan.

MR SANDI: Did you know him prior to this?

MR LELEKI: I just knew him for a short while.

MR SANDI: Please tell us how you got to know each other and how you met.

MR LELEKI: I’d gone to look for a place to stay and as he was hoping other Comrades with accommodation ... so he’d
just arrived from exile.

MR SANDI: You received training as an Unkonto Wezizwe soldier is that so?

MR LELEKI: Yes.

MR SANDI: You came back and found out that Jordan was helping with accommodation, could you elaborate please.

MR LELEKI: Before I got to know Joe Jordan I had a problem with accommodation I could not stay at home because
I’d just skipped bail. Our home was full and there was a shebeen so I had to find accommodation outside my home and
my neighbour said Comrade Jordan was there to help so I asked him to accompany me. We did not find him the first
day so we went on another day and we were told that he had gone to a match. On the third day we got him and I
introduced myself and he introduced himself. He told me that I’d come to the right person there were houses for - homes
and exiles. He said that they had taken some people out of houses that were going to be provided for exiles that had
returned home.

MR SANDI: What organisation did he belong to?



MR LELEKI: I didn’t ask him.

MR SANDI: Please continue.

MR LELEKI: We didn’t get to a stage where he stipulated when we could move into these houses so I said that I’d
come again but I had a financial problem at the time. I would go to the DTC to get a small grant. I had to go to town to
do a quotation. We made our quotation but we were told that it was too much money.

MR SANDI: What you’re saying is not clear, are you talking about the ANCCR in King William’s Town that looked
after exiles who had come back home?

MR LELEKI: Yes. We went and there was just not enough money. We would get temporary jobs in town now and
again. It was difficult to get this accommodation from Joe. I went with the one Comrade from the Transkei to
Johannesburg even there we didn’t find accommodation so we came back after that.

In April 1993 I went to Joe again when I got there, there were a lot of other people that I did not know. It was on a
Saturday afternoon and when I got inside the house there were ladies in the lounge and I told them that I was looking for
Joe. Joe said that it had been a long time since he last saw me and I asked him how far he’d got with looking for
accommodation. I said that there was accommodation elsewhere that I might take. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon and he said that I must come back at about eleven p.m. so I left.

After I’d walked about two hundred metres from his house I thought that it would be too late at night and where I was
going to wait I wasn’t sure if I’d find anyone. I went back to his house and when I got there I told him the appointment
at eleven p.m. was going to take too long. He took out a gun.

MR SANDI: He took out a gun?

MR LELEKI: Yes, he pointed this gun at me and I thought he was just playing around but he said I must lift up my
hands which I did. He searched me. Three men... (interrupted)

MR SANDI: Did he find anything in your pockets?

MR LELEKI: No, I did not even have a knife. They took me outside. There was a car parked there and they pushed me
together with the other two men and said I must be put in the boot of the car. I asked why and refused.

MR SANDI: These men were helping Joe?

MR LELEKI: Yes.

MR SANDI: Where were they from?

MR LELEKI: They were with him. After that I said I would not get into the boot but I’d get into the car so I got into the
car and there were two men sitting on either side of my. The driver started the car and he drove off. He drove up
Douglas Smith Street. When we reached the sea area he said that he must drive down Gombo and they parked next to
the house and went inside. I was left with the driver inside the car and he asked me what was going on, I said I don’t
know. I asked him for a cigarette, I remember he smoked Courtleigh. I smoked and they came back but I didn’t know
what was going on. Joe came back and told the driver to drive off. We drove up Douglas Smith back to Mdantsane. As
he was coming towards Mdantsane he said that we must go under the bridge at Senate Park and Joe ordered the driver to
park the car at the side. The doors were opened and I felt a stab on my back then another wound at the back of my neck
and I could not walk. They dragged me towards the bushes and put me on my back. They stabbed me twice on my chest.

MR SANDI: What were they hitting you with.

MR LELEKI: They hit me with a baton twice on my chest but they did not stab me. I stayed there the whole night. It
was a Saturday. The following morning at about between eight and nine a man who stayed in Senate Park saw me and



asked what was going on. I told him that it was Joe who did this to me and I asked him to call an ambulance. I tried to
crawl but it was too difficult. This man was standing next to me and he saw another Comrade coming.

MR SANDI: Do you know his name?

MR LELEKI: No but I can remember his structure. He asked me if I knew who the perpetrators were. I said no, I only
knew Joe. He asked whether Joe and Tetena were the same person and I said I don’t know. He said he would not call an
ambulance but he would go directly to Joe’s place. I think he was driving a bakkie. He said he would force them to
come and fetch me. I asked him to call an ambulance because I had internal bleeding and I was feeling cold. An
ambulance came and I went to hospital. I stayed in hospital for about a week. At the week-end I requested to leave the
hospital. This is the day that Comrade Chris passed away.

MR SANDI: Chris who?

MR LELEKI: Chris Hani. I got out of hospital on the day that he was buried. I came back to the township. After that ...
(interrupted)

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mr Leleki what did the doctor diagnose?

MR LELEKI: They stabbed me towards my spine. My whole right side was not functioning. I could not stand. They
would prick me with needles and I couldn’t feel anything. I couldn’t even urinate after that.

MR SANDI: I asked who were you talking to.

MR LELEKI: I was talking to myself that I was going to the office to report what these people had done to me these
people who were referred to as Comrades.

MR SANDI: Which office?

MR LELEKI: The ANC offices. I went and reported this matter but personally I cannot say that Joe should be arrested
he must say where he got the information from that I worked together with the police. Joe came and Admiral and we
talked about this matter. I told Joe that I wasn’t going to do anything to Joe because I did not know anything about him
he was just supposed to get accommodation for me. I told him that his responsibility was to pay my bill at the hospital.
He must have paid because I never received letters which I otherwise would have received from the hospital. After that
nothing ever happened. We continued with the integration process.

MR SANDI: When you met with Joe at the offices did he give evidence as to why he said that you were an informer?
Were the others not there?

MR LELEKI: No, he didn’t give any clear evidence and he couldn’t even answer questions which I put forward.

MR SANDI: So he did not give satisfactory evidence. Did he deny that he’d attacked you?

MR LELEKI: No, he didn’t.

MR SANDI: Did he again say that you worked together with the police?

MR LELEKI: Yes, he said I went to him carrying an Uzzi and he said that he was able to disarm me. I asked him where
that Uzzi was and I told him that he would not have been able to disarm me.

MR SANDI: In conclusion you would like Joe to clarify why he is accusing you of such?

MR LELEKI: I thought that as he is here maybe we’ll hear what he has to say.

MR SANDI: Is that all Mr Leleki? I’m not going to go into further details.



MR LELEKI: Yes, that is all.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Leleki. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Mr Leleki according to your evidence you don’t know the names of the four people that were with Mr
Jordan.

MR LELEKI: Yes, Sir.

REV FINCA: But you’d recognise them if you saw them?

MR LELEKI: I only know Joe Jordan. He would list these people.

REV FINCA: Had they covered their faces?

MR LELEKI: Yes, the one had a scarf covering half of his face. I remember the driver though because I think he was
just hired, I don’t think he knew anything.

REV FINCA: Why do you think he was hired?

MR LELEKI: Because he did not look hard hearted and he was also asking me what was going on.

REV FINCA: Would you be able to identify him?

MR LELEKI: No, I couldn’t do so.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Leleki we’ll give Mr Jordan a chance to answer and respond to your evidence, you may
step down thank you.
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REV FINCA: We would like Mr T.W.S. Jordan to come forward. I don’t whether Mr Opperman is here. Mr Jordan in
your letter you said that Mr Opperman will represent you but he is not here.

I decided to come here alone.

REV FINCA: Thank you, we welcome you Mr Jordan we request that you give us your full names.

MR JORDAN: Tetinene Wadsworth Sipho Jordan.

REV FINCA: We don’t have time and there are a lot of people to be listened to to-day therefore we would appreciate it
if people do not disturb us so that we can finish our work in time. Mr Jordan please take the oath.

MR TETINENE WADSWORTH JORDAN: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Mr Jordan we’ll hand over to you to give us your testimony and after hat we will ask you a few questions
to get some clarity. I hand over to you Mr Jordan.

MR JORDAN: Mr Chairperson I thank you for the opportunity that my colleague Mr Leleki is here to-day before the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission to come and give evidence of what happened. On this particular day the tenth if
I’m not mistaken was not the first time that I met him. I used to meet him previously. An appointment was made by a
lady named Noxhawe for him to come and see me. This is not the Noxhawe working for the Truth Commission. After a
while he came to me on this particular day. On the first day Noxhawe came with a young man by the name of Subu
from Umlahzi when they introduced themselves to me. Leleki also introduced himself.

REV FINCA: Excuse me Mr Jordan Noxhawe, and Subu do you know their surnames?

MR JORDAN: No, I don’t know their surnames Sir. They said that Leleki was looking for a place to stay because he
cam from Durban. I told him it is very difficult to find a place to stay in the area in which he wanted to stay because we
would have to go the Street Committee of that area and it will be the Street Committee that would introduce him to the
Area Committee. He will get a paper from his area and after that they will be able to help him find a place but I was not
sure whether he would find a place to stay. He asked me to make these arrangements with the Chairperson of the Street
Committee which I did but he didn’t come back. I met Noxhawe and gave her the report that there would be a meeting
but I wasn’t present at that meeting. He was supposed to go to that meeting to ask for a place to stay. After a while he
came back for the second time with two men. One of them was Smu the one who said he was from Durban. He was
speaking a bit of Zulu. They came to check this place. At that time there was no decision taken concerning the place of
stay. I’m not going to say that there was a promise that he was going to get a house as he said but what happened was
that on the day of the incident he came to my home at about twelve after we found out that Comrade Chris had passed
away. I was alone I’d just finished my dinner. There were people all over in the streets after Chris’s death. He said to me
he was given an order and I asked him who gave him this order and what was the order. He said that Admiral sent him
because there was a mission to be done in his Unit in which he was going to be attached from the unit of Umkhonto
weSizwe. I questioned this because I met Admiral on the previous day. I couldn’t understand why there was a direct
order from the Regional Commander of which there was a Sub-Regional Office and if there was a mission to be
commissioned it had to go through the Sub-Regional Office it didn’t happen in this way. I said that I’m not going to
defy this order I’ll follow it. I asked where we were going to work and he said we will come and pick you up and we
will get an order of the operation of how we are going to operate. I accepted the order as he was like a Commander at



the time because he was the one given this order and I obeyed the order. Smu came to me driving a Honda with a
number plate with ND on it. It was a maroon Honda. He took me and when we were approaching a corner there were
three people in the car one of them was Mr Leleke. We became five in the car. When we were approaching the Senate
Park area ... let me go back. I first asked who is going to provide us with the material for the mission to be accomplished
and he said that we were given the DL ............... where we will be getting the material for this operation but when we
got to the place where we were going the problem was that Smu asked when we were going to get the material and who
was going to provide us with this material because it was not there. I said that he said to me he is the one who is going
to give us the material. Smu said that he is an organiser of this material and this is where the source of the conflict came
about. We were there but there was no material and most of us like myself I was not armed and I did not know that
others were armed. When a mission like this was pulled there was supposed to be material. Maybe they expected me to
bring the material but I didn’t know what was going to happen. That was the cause of the conflict and Smu said that he
was pulling out, he was going to leave us. A language which was used on such operations was used that if you pull out
you must leave your head behind because the information. That was the beginning of the conflict. They confronted each
other. He pulled out a gun from his back. We were standing in the bush. There were four of us at the time. We left the
fifth one in the car. The conflict started there when he pulled out his gun Smu approached him and I grabbed gun. Smu
pulled out a knife and he stabbed him in the process. I did not intervene because I didn’t know whether this was a trap
but I could see that there was a conflict concerning the issue of this material.

When I tried to intervene I was at a distance and the gun was with me. I said Smu you are going to take me home
because there is a conflict now. The gun was with me and he did not hesitate, Smu did not hesitate. I understood that he
had no firearm with him and I said that he must drive the car I had a gun with me. When I was about to get into the car I
took out a magazine and I gave it to the others so that if he comes back to these others he must not come back with a
gun taken from me with bullets. Smu took me home.

The following day between half past seven and eight a man by the name of Xhaxha came he said there is a person
accusing you of injuring him together with the people you were with and he said let us go and see this person. We went
there and when I got there, there was an ambulance and he was being taken by the ambulance to the hospital. He then
took me back home. The office of the Regional Command sent a message that I was supposed to be in the office.

When I got to the office there were Regional Officers there. One of the people who were there was Admiral Vanti. Mr
Leleki was also there. Admiral said that there was this conflict and he said that Leleki was complaining that when this
was happening we accused of being an informer. I’m not going to go into details about this matter.

After that he was to tell his story in front of me. He said he wanted to know the people who accused him of being an
informer and secondly he wanted his medical expenses to be paid. I could see that he was tense and I could see that he
suspected there were certain people who told me about him being an informer. We dealt with the issue of payment of
medical expenses. It was then said that unfortunately there was no one amongst us working at that time. It was then
decided that although I was not responsible for his injuries I was there when he was injured and at that time all of us
were unemployed. In this issue of an informer they asked them to tell them where I got this information. I said that
maybe that came through when I left them. If they suspected him as an informer I’m not going to answer because I left
there before he was accused of being an informer. We were then given an order to pay the medical expenses and we
agreed to pay.

For a long time I was unemployed and he used to come and visit me at home on the week-ends and there was no
problem. I was then employed and he knew that I was employed because he was the person who used to visit me. He
said that he was still having a problem with a place to stay and he was happy that I was employed. He wanted him to
help him to build a shack in Duncan Village. I assisted him in terms of money. I gave him money so that he would be
able to build his shack. He then came back to me because he had a problem with his girlfriend. I’m not sure if his
girlfriend was pregnant or not but there was a problem. I again assisted him financially so that he doesn’t have a
problem because we were like friends at that time. After that he went to Walmansthal to the integration of forces. What
surprised me was that there was conflict between him and the people who were in my Unit. He accused them of being
responsible in the attempted murder on his life. They wanted to fight but they were stopped.

I thought that when he was testifying he would be able to name these people because I don’t know the people he was



with. There was that situation of the conflict between him and myself. Lastly what also shocked me was that I thought
he was going to say that if he was not satisfied in this issue he would go back to the organisation as we talked this in the
organisation but I heard that he came to the Commission to report this matter. That is not my problem because it is his
right that if people are appearing before the Commission he has a right to come and appear before the Commission. I
cannot deny him his rights.

In the original statement I got he said that he wanted me to apologise to him publicly but I think it would be important if
I had to apologise to him publicly as I’ve already told you what happened I don’t want to deny him the right for him that
he wanted me to apologise in public. I do apologise in public because I was there and I did not stop what was happening
but I would like the Commission to judge whether he deserves my apology or not and I hope that in this situation as we
are here at the Truth Commission I hope that it will resolve problems existing already and I’m very reluctant to go to
those specific problems because they belong to my organisation. I have apologised publicly because I did not avoid this
situation. There will be no more attempts on my life as the last one was on the fifteenth of December. I’m hoping that
now it’s the end because I’m tired of being combat ready at a time when we are no longer ready to fight so I hope I’m
not putting to him that he’s party to that but I’m saying that I’ve been suspicious in all these attempts of which direction
they are coming from.

I now hope that the people who are present will understand that if they have a problem with me there is only one
channel and that is to go to the Truth Commission. That is what I think.

REV FINCA: Thank you, Mr Jordan I have only one question for you. The question is, the people you were with in the
car, are they still alive?

MR JORDAN: Mr Chairperson if those people were organised by me to be part of the attempt on his life when I
apologised I would have told you that they are still alive and I know who they are but I don’t know them.

REV FINCA: The four people who were in the car, the one you know as Smu.

MR JORDAN: I knew two people Leleki and Smu.

REV FINCA: In other words Smu will be able to come and testify on this matter.

MR JORDAN: Smu visited my twice with Leleki in my home. Those were the two people I knew in that car. When they
got into the home they were both coming form Uhmlazi and the other two said they were coming from Uhmlazi and
they were working in his Unit in Durban.

REV FINCA: You said that what you know is that he was Smu, you don’t know his surname?

MR JORDAN: No, I don’t know his surname. He told me his surname but at that time it was not important to keep
somebody’s surname.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Where is Admiral?

MR JORDAN: Admiral is still around.

MR SANDI: What is he doing?

MR JORDAN: If I’m not mistaken I think he is a Lieutenant Colonel in the force.

MR SANDI: Xhaxha you referred to, do you know his full names?

MR JORDAN: No, he introduced himself to me as Xhaxha.

MR SANDI: Did you see him again?



MR JORDAN: Yes, I saw him in Butterworth.

MR SANDI: The man Mr Leleki referred to that found him lying there, did you meet him?

MR JORDAN: This is the man who came to pick me up the following morning and when we got there the ambulance
was there taking him to the hospital. This man was Xhaxha the one whom I said I met twice in Butterworth.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Jordan. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Jordan I’m sure you’ll agree with me this is a very complicated story. It is very strange that Mr Leleki
and yourself don’t know the people who were in the car and you cannot identify them to us because I think the people
who were in the car should be able to corroborate either your story or his story. You were in a sensitive operation and
you did not know each other. However if we can solve this complication we will try to solve it. If we cannot solve this
complication maybe the Commanders of Umkhonto weSizwe will try and solve it within the code of Umkhonto
weSiezwe but I think Umkhonto weSizwe is no longer there but the then Commanders of Umkhonto weSizwe will try to
solve this within the ANC. If we can we will try and solve it but it looks like a very complicated story. We thank you for
your testimony.
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DAY 1

____________________________________________________________________

REV FINCA: We now call Alfred Mtele.

MR ALFRED MTELE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I would like to greet you Mr Mtele. The story you are going to present
before us concerns yourself and you wife, Mrs Florida Thembega Mtele, you’re going to tell us what happened on the
second of February 1992, is that correct?

MR MTELE: Yes that is correct but let me correct the year.

MISS MAYA: What year was it?

MR MTELE: It was in 1990.

MISS MAYA: Please tell us briefly what happened to you.

MR MTELE: When I got home at about eleven after a UDF meeting the window was opened and I told my wife to close
the window and we went to bed. It was very hot that day and we slept on top of the blankets. At about one in the
morning we woke up and the house was in flames. I tried to wake her, there were flames and smoke all over the house.
We tried to open the kitchen door but it could not open which made it clear that the door was locked from the outside so
that we could not open it and all the windows were burglar proofed. We spent about thirty minutes inside the house and
our neighbours tried to break down the door so that we could get out, we were then taken to the Cecilia Makiwane
Hospital.

MISS MAYA: Were you also burnt or was the house only burnt down?

MR MTELE: Our bedroom was burnt down as well as ourselves.

MISS MAYA: You were injured and then you were taken to hospital?

MR MTELE: Yes we were injured and taken to hospital.

MISS MAYA: How were you injured and for how long did you stay in hospital?



MR MTELE: I stayed in hospital for three weeks and my wife for six weeks, she was the one who was badly injured
because I woke up and she woke up after me.

MISS MAYA: Please tell us why did this happen, do you know why your house was burnt down?

MR MTELE: I don’t know why our house was burnt down, I cannot tell you because I don’t know and nothing
happened to my knowledge which could lead to such an incident accept that I was involved in political activities and I
think that there were people fighting against that.

MISS MAYA: Did you know who the perpetrators were?

MR MTELE: No even to-day we don’t have any idea but we did lay a charge at the police station.

MISS MAYA: Was there a witness who saw this and if there was, who was this witness?

MR MTELE: It was Noxaba who was out neighbour who said that she could not sleep that night and when she heard the
bombs, she woke up and opened the window. She saw two people and when they saw her they ran away. One of these
people were aiming at our bedroom and the other one at the dining room. Noxaba saw them at that time and they then
ran away.

MISS MAYA: Unfortunately she didn’t see who they were?

MR MTELE: No she did not recognise them.

MISS MAYA: These bombs, what happened to them, did they all explode?

MR MTELE: Fortunately for us none of these bombs exploded, I think that they got scared when they saw Noxaba.
They gave our dogs food so that they couldn’t bark.

MISS MAYA: Sir you said that there were people who tried to save you, who were these people?

MR MTELE: Our neighbours and people from the community.

MISS MAYA: How was your house damaged?

MR MTELE: The damaged costs were plus minus sixty thousand.

MISS MAYA: Did you manage to take out any furniture?

MR MTELE: Our bedroom furniture and the dining furniture was burnt out.

MISS MAYA: Did you get any help from the Government as this used to happen at that time?

MR MTELE: No we didn’t get any help from the Government we only got help from the Border Council of Churches.

MISS MAYA: So you managed to rebuild your house?

MR MTELE: Yes we managed to do that especially the doors and the windows.

MISS MAYA: Sir please tell us what else happened in the community, did this happen to other people who were
members of your organisation or to people who were against your organisation?

MR MTELE: Nothing happened from the organisations that were against our organisation but the Ciskeian police used
to assault and beat people and I suspect that the people who did this to me were the Ciskeian police but I don’t have any
evidence.



MISS MAYA: You said that you laid a charge but this did not go any further?

MR MTELE: Yes.

MISS MAYA: Do you have a request to the Commission?

MR MTELE: My request to the Commission is that I would like the people who did this to me to come forward. I would
like them to confess and to tell us who authorised them to do this. That would satisfy us.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Sir, is that all?

MR MTELE: Yes that is all.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, I will hand over to the Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mr Mtele we thank you very much. Were you working at the Border Council of Churches at the time of
the incident?

MR MTELE: Yes that’s correct and I was also ...(inaudible) at that time.

REV FINCA: I do remember this incident. I also remember that it was clear that they wanted to kill you, it was only
God who saved you. We thank you for coming forward with your story because you’re giving us a responsibility to
investigate who the perpetrators were. I don’t know whether we are going to be able to answer all people’s questions as
there are questions which are going to be left unanswered accept if the perpetrators would come forward and confess to
their deeds but we will try to investigate as much as we can.

We would like to thank you for reminding us of this incident and such incidents happened a lot in this region to people
who were leaders in the organisations fighting for liberation. Thank you Sir.
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REV FINCA: We now call Frances Njoli, Maki Michael Mose and Lindiswa Ngwenya. There’s a fourth person. Is he
going to testify? Over to you Reverend Xundu.

MRS FRANCES NJOLI: (sworn states)

MR MAKI MICHAEL MOSE: (sworn states)

MRS LINDISWA NGWENYA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Please give us your names Sir.

MR MOSE: Lundi Mose.

MR LUNDI MOSE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Tiny Maya?

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Njoli, I will start with you. The story you presented before the
Commission is about yourself. You were injured during the issue of the bus boycott here in Mdantsane. Please tell us
briefly what happened to you.

MRS NJOLI: It was about a quarter past four when I left home. Before we got to the station we saw that there were
many people around and there were also buses. We heard a voice saying that we must go to the buses and people said
that they weren’t going to go to the buses. A whistle was then blown, people ran away and I fell down. I tried to ask for
help because I was shot and I couldn’t stand up.

People came and tried to find a car to take me to hospital. They then found Mr Malgas’s car and I’m very sad that he’s
not here to-day because he saved my life. I was then taken to the Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. I didn’t want to be taken
out of the car because at that time my leg was very painful. The bullet struck me in my thigh. I was then taken by car to
the hospital and I told them not to take me out of the car because I had a lot of pain. They said they are going to take me
out because they were trying to save my life. I was taken to the theatre. There was one person in the theatre. I don’t
know whether this person was shot. There was another lady from N.U. 5 plus a nurse. I was waiting for a doctor to
operate on me. This lady was Nurse Senip. She said that we are very happy that you were shot. She asked, why are you
not using the buses? This caused the conflict between herself and the nurses. There were three of us in the car at the
time but I don’t remember the third person. We were in Ward No 30 which was never used before.



After I was treated no one was allowed to come and visit us. Our children wanted to come and visit us but they couldn’t
because the police stopped them. Sebe said that nobody was allowed to visit us. This was very painful to us because we
couldn’t see our children. The specialists came to us, trying to treat us and they were arrested. There was one from
Transkei and he was arrested as well.

I spent six months in hospital. I have thirteen pins in my body. A doctor from overseas, Doctor Floris, treated me. My
leg wasn’t straight after the operation and this doctor came and helped me. I thank this doctor because if it wasn’t for
him my leg would have to have been amputated. He treated me and he said that my leg would be straight after his
treatment. I stayed in hospital for six months. The nurses took me to physiotherapy, trying to help me. I had five
children and I was working in the tea room at Ruiters at the time. My employers tried to help my children with food.

After spending six months in hospital, I was discharged and I went back home. I stayed at home trying to get a pension.
I was working for Black people at the time. My two children, Bugelo and Bulelo were educated because I was working
for the Black people. I couldn’t work properly and the doctors advised me to get a special shoe because if I didn’t, I
would be paralysed. I tried to get a pension but they said that I was able to get work so I cannot get a pension. I was
working for Miss Simone for Eighty Rand and Miss Makonto for Forty Rand.

I would like to thank the Lord because my children managed to do Standard Ten. My four children completed Matric
and the other one got married. One of them is in Fort Hare University. The two are in Johannesburg looking for work.
I’m also suffering. I cannot say that I’m employed full-time. It’s only a job. you have to try and support yourself these
days and I would like to thank the Lord for not taking my life so that I can support my children, so that I can try any
means to see that my children will be educated. I thank the Lord.

I would like to thank you for this opportunity for being here to-day. I didn’t want to come here because I thought that I
would feel pain. We were suffering at the time and we were praying to the Lord and to-day we would like to thank the
Lord for this Truth and Reconciliation Commission. We would be very glad if the people who did these things to us
could come forward and tell the Commission what they did to us. I’m thankful for this day but I didn’t want to come
here. Mr Sam gave me the money to come here because when I thought back I knew that because of Sebe I was not
injured but now I’m injured and disabled. I was one of the people who paid Three Hundred Rand. Priscilla and Tzinzi
paid this amount of money for me. Our lawyer was Priscilla Djali in Johannesburg. As she was very far she could not
handle our case. It was then transferred to Pringle and I went to Mark Rabe who told me to go to East London to
Pringle. Priscilla Djali tried to pay this amount of money, the Three Hundred Rand. We would have been arrested if we
didn’t pay that money. We were not working at the time but Priscilla helped us and she paid the money.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, Ma’am. You have given us a clear picture of what happened. I would like to ask about the
Three Hundred Rand. What was this money for?

MRS NJOLI: We were told to pay the Government because we laid a charge against that Government.

MISS MAYA: You also received a letter?

MRS NJOLI: Yes, I received a letter but I had no place to stay, I don’t have those documents with me because I lost
them.

MISS MAYA: In other words, you paid the money and you were not compensated for being injured.

MRS NJOLI: No.

MISS MAYA: Your attorney, Mr Pringle, did you go to him to ask for assistance at the time of this incident?

MRS NJOLI: Yes, we went to Mr Pringle and he said that he did not have money. The SAWU offices then phone
Priscilla in Johannesburg and she paid this amount of money.

MISS MAYA: Did she explain exactly what this amount of money was for?



MRS NJOLI: No, she said that we laid a charge against the Government.

MISS MAYA: You have made a request concerning your children. What are your requests?

MRS NJOLI: I would like you to help me to educate my children. I cannot work for myself because I have thirteen pins
in my body. I feel pain in my legs and I’ve used this shoe for fourteen years. As a result of that I cannot work. I would
also like a pension grant.

MISS MAYA: Did you apply for a pension grant from the present Government?

MRS NJOLI: No.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Ma’am. I will hand over to the Chairperson after I’ve heard all the evidence. Thank you.
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MISS MAYA: Maki Michael Mose? Mr Mose, you’re going to talk about Luyanda Eric Mose. How are you related to
him?

MR MOSE: He was my son.



MISS MAYA: Was he affected during this bus boycott?

MR MOSE: No, he disappeared in 1983. He was at Philemon High School. This was during the COSAS time, on the
thirty first of October in 1983.

MISS MAYA: According to the statement before us, he disappeared during the time of the bus boycott after being ill-
treated by the Ciskeian police. Could you tell us exactly what happened?

MR MOSE: I’m going to hand over to his younger brother.

MISS MAYA: Lundi, perhaps you can help us?

MR MOSE: Thank you for this opportunity to speak about my elder brother. As my father just said, it was in 1983. He
disappeared on the morning of the 31rst of October. We used to share a bed. He would wake up before me whilst our
parents were still sleeping and warm up some water to have a bath and then he’d go to my parents room to get money
for the Daily Dispatch Newspaper and a loaf of bread. He did that as usual. He was given money to go and buy the
Daily Dispatch and bread at Nogos. This was when the Lennox Sebe building was still there. My brother never came
back from the shop. Years passed and we did not know where my brother was.

In 1989 or ‘90, Balulwana from Lusaka wrote to us as the family saying that my brother is in exile at the ANC camps in
Lusaka. I’m sad when speaking of this letter. This letter was taken by a Comrade from exile who was going to look for
my brother. We could not find this letter yesterday or to-day. After Luyanda’s disappearance we were never happy at
home and there was never peace because the Special Branch and the soldiers would come to my house looking for
Luyanda and we did not know where he was. We also wanted to know where he was.

On day when I was at school and my father was at work, the Special Branch came, according to my mother. They
searched the house upside down and they found a COSAS card on which was written Luyanda Eric Mose. This card was
an identification that he was a COSAS member. They found his album and looked for photographs. They would ask my
mother why my brother would have his fist up in all his pictures. They left the album behind. It was their mistake
because after they left, my mother thought that they’d come back for these pictures so she dug a hole in the garden and
hid it.

As we were looking for my brother in those years, the soldiers came the one night at about midnight I think. They
surrounded my yard. It was myself, my father and my mother at home. My father asked who it was and they demanded
that we open the door. As my father was about to open the door he put the light on outside and they demanded that he
should switch it off. There was a multitude of soldiers around the house. One of the soldiers badges fell and we kept it at
home.

MISS MAYA: What soldiers were these?

MR MOSE: The Ciskeian soldiers.

MISS MAYA: What did they want?

MR MOSE: They searched, looking for Luyanda and we told them that Luyanda disappeared.

MISS MAYA: After how long did they leave.

MR MOSE: After quite a while. They said that if Luyanda comes back we’d have to inform them. We didn’t know
exactly what they wanted from Luyanda.

MISS MAYA: Lundi, how old was Luyanda when he disappeared? When was he born? Do you remember?

MR MOSE: He was borne in 1966.

MISS MAYA: Was there any conflict between Luyanda and the police before he disappeared? Why did he go into



exile?

MR MOSE: Luyanda was a very quiet boy, even my parents didn’t know exactly what kind of person he was because he
wasn’t a person who opened up. He liked to go and visit my maternal grandmother. My grandmother would chase him
away after he found the COSAS documents because my grandmother did not know about these things. This is why he
was harassed. We were shocked when my grandmother explained to my mother that my brother was a COSAS member.

In 1990 we got a phone call at my mother’s place. We do not have a phone at home but my mother’s place is very
modern so there was a phone. My brother phoned, saying that he’d gone to London to school. My uncle asked who took
him to London to school and he said, the organization. He said he was an MK therefore he was an ANC member and
he’d gone to study in London.

MISS MAYA: Lundi, according to your statement you said that Luyanda disappeared and organizations were unbanned.
People came home but Luyanda never came home. What do you know?

MR MOSE: We only know of the last call saying that he was in London. People came back from exile, there were
elections and we were still searching for my brother. We’d go to the ANC offices together with my father. We’d go to
Human Rights attorneys and they’d send us back to the ANC offices but we got no information about my brother. As I
read in the media, I thought that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission would be the correct channel for me to come
and make a statement about my brother. Perhaps there could be a lead as you would investigate his whereabouts. My
father, Mr Mose searched for my brother and he was called to the Majaga offices this year where they filled in forms.
We received a reply from the Department of Finance in Pretoria for a special pension fund also referring to my brother
as a deceased. We were in turmoil because they were speaking about both the pension fund and about the deceased. I
made a copy of this letter and took it straight to the Truth Commission’s offices at the N.B.S. to discuss it. I reported
this matter and we then got this letter whilst we were waiting to appear before the Commission. I asked the people at the
Commission to interpret for me. They said that we must go back to the place where my Dad had filled in the form.

MISS MAYA: Excuse me Lundi. You’re talking about the Majaga offices? What offices are these?

MR MOSE: They are ANC and PAC offices.

MISS MAYA: So up to this day you do not know what has happened to Luyanda Mose? What is your request before the
Commission?

MR MOSE: As I made my statement before the Truth Commission, I requested that if, especially in the African
National Congress, the Commanders that were in exile could please reveal my brother’s whereabouts. I highlighted that
point. Especially Ronnie Kasrils and Modise because they were the people that were in charge in exile. Even the late
Chris Hani. I’m concerned that he left us because he’s one of the people who passed away and how they died whilst in
exile. If my brother passed away whilst in exile, we need a proper burial, a memorial. Perhaps the reason why things are
not going well at home is because we don’t know what happened to my bother. Maybe he’s still alive.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, both of you. I only have one last person. There’s a man called Cindele Mfazi who’s the last
person to have seen him in Lusaka. Have you spoken to Cindele?

MR MOSE: Thank you. Cindele is the person I talked about. The letter that Luyanda wrote whilst in Lusaka. Cindele
was requested by my parents to investigate about Luyanda. He said he would and he’d seen my brother in Angola in
1986, not in Lusaka, in Angola in 1986. We gave this letter to Cindele who was going to investigate amongst other - It
was evident then that my brother was in exile because Cindele had seen him as well. MISS MAYA: Can I proceed with
Lindiswa? Lindiswa you are also going to give testimony about yourself. Is that so ?

 

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, that is so.

MISS MAYA: You were also shot on this particular day when people were shot because of the bus boycott in



Mdantsane?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, that is correct.

MISS MAYA: You’re story is different because you were shot inside your house.

MRS NGWENYA: Yes.

MISS MAYA: Please tell us exactly what happened to you.

MRS NGWENYA: In 1983, I was a student at Nowawe in Berlin. I used the half past six train to go to school. On the
4th of August I was getting ready to go to school. While I was going to the kitchen I heard gunshots and I fell down as a
result of the gunshots. I don’t know who did this. I tried to ask for help. I went to the toilet where I lost consciousness. I
think people found me there and took me to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital where I spent a week. I had been shot in my
shoulders as well as my arm and I had a cut in my ear. I was treated in hospital and discharged after that. I was not
feeling well and in 1984 I went back to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital where they operated on me. They found another
bullet which was left behind after 1983.

In 1984 I received a letter saying that I have to pay a certain amount of money for the costs of the court. I went to Mr
Siwisa because I needed help and told him that I was the one who was shot but I had to pay money. Siwisa said I have to
pay this amount of money because I didn’t appear in court and the people who were supposed to represent us, didn’t. I
paid the money.

In 1987 I went back to Mr Siwisa because I wanted to go back to school. I had to pay Fifteen Rand per week during that
period. I asked Mr Siwisa to help me to go back to school and after I completed my schooling I would pay this money
back. He wrote letters asking for permission for me to go back to school. After three years, I was working for the DEC
when I received a letter saying that I had to pay the balance of this money. I then went back to Mr Siwisa and requested
him to write a letter to these people to inform them that I can only pay Fifty Rand per month. In 1993 I finished paying
this money.

MISS MAYA: How much money was this, Lindiswa?

MRS NGWENYA: It was Eight Hundred and Twenty Rand at the beginning but it increased because of interest and it
was over Two Thousand Rand. I do have a salary advice with me showing that they were deducting Fifty Rand from my
salary.

MISS MAYA: Did you stay away from school for three years because of this injury?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, and I requested these people to wait until I had completed my studies. When I started working
I received another letter saying that I have to pay the balance.

MISS MAYA: Your attorneys Mr Siwisa, did they explain to you why you have to pay this money?

MRS NGWENYA: He said that these were the costs of the court. If you didn’t appear in court you would receive
certain letters, warrants, because he was arrested at that time and didn’t appear in court so I was the one who was
supposed to pay this money.

MISS MAYA: Let us now go back. How old were you at the time of this incident?

MRS NGWENYA: I was born on the 26th of November 1962. I’m thirty four years old now. I’m thirty five years old
now.

MISS MAYA: Did you manager to complete your studies after this break?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, I did because Mr Siwisa was trying to help me while I was still at school. I then managed to
complete my studies.



MISS MAYA: Did you see the people who shot you or were you inside the house and they were outside?

MRS NGWENYA: I was inside the house, in the kitchen. I heard a gunshot and that’s when I was shot.

MISS MAYA: Is that all you wanted to say or do you have something else to add? What are your requests to the
Commission?

MRS NGWENYA: My request to the Commission is, because I was the one who was injured and the one who got shot,
I would like to get my money back. The money that I paid.

MISS MAYA: As you had bullets in your shoulders, how do you feel now?

MRS NGWENYA: There are certain days when I feel pain in my arm. When I went to the clinic they told me that I had
arthritis.

MISS MAYA: Would you like some more medical treatment?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, because I still go to the clinic to get treatment for my arthritis.

MISS MAYA: Is that all you wanted to say Ma’am?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, that is all.

MISS MAYA: Thank you. I will now hand over to the Chairperson. There might be questions from my colleagues for
you to explain certain issues. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. My first question is to Lindiswa. You were shot while you were inside the
house?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes that is correct.

MR SANDI: During this conflict in Mdantsane, when people were shot by the police, was it a normal or unusual thing
that a person would be shot inside the house?

MRS NGWENYA: No, it was not normal. It happened to me.

MR SANDI: Don’t you find it strange that while you were shot inside the house and you had to pay the Government
because you were shot?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, this is strange to me.

MISS MAYA: This is very strange to you?

MRS NGWENYA: Yes, it is very strange to me Sir.

MR SANDI: Thank you. I have another question for Mr Mose. Mr Mose, accept for the man you mentioned, the one
who said that he saw your brother in exile, is there anyone else who saw him in exile.

MR MOSE: No, it’s only Cindele who came from exile and he saw my brother. It was only Cindele.

MR SANDI: There are no other young men who left the country at the time that your brother left the country, who came
back?



MR MOSE: On the day of his disappearance, we didn’t know where he was. We just heard that he was in Lusaka. He
left home alone while we were sleeping.

MR SANDI: Are there any people who belonged to the same organization who left during this same period?

MR MOSE: No, I don’t know but as Cindele explained to us, he left after my brother but he managed to see him in exile
in Angola.

MR SANDI: Where is Cindele now?

MR MOSE: He is working in Bisho.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mrs Frances Njoli and Lindiswa Ngwenya, I would like to thank you when I thank all the people who
were affected by the bus boycott but the case of Luyanda Eric Mose is different from your cases. It’s concerning a
person who disappeared in exile. I would like to thank you for coming forward with your story and I would to assure
you that when the ANC appeared before the Commission for the second time... Are you listening?

MRS NJOLI - MRS NGWENYA: Yes, we are listening.

REV FINCA: Mr Mose, are you listening?

MR MOSE: Yes.

REV FINCA: I’m saying that you made a request for us to investigate the disappearance of Luyanda. He disappeared in
exile, in the hands of the ANC. I was saying that when the ANC appeared before the Commission for the second time to
answer questions, it gave out a document which consisted of people’s names who were injured in the camps in exile.
I’m not sure whether Mr Mose’s name is there because all the documents are in Cape Town. Even if the name is there or
not, the ANC assured us that they would try to help us as a Commission together with the people who’s relatives
disappeared in exile. Whether they were killed by the enemy, whether they were killed by their own Comrades, whether
they were killed in the camps or whichever way they were killed, the ANC said they would help us to try and answer
questions of parents like you because it is very painful that your child went into exile trying to fight for the liberation
and when others returned, yours doesn’t and there’s no explanation as to what happened to him in exile, whether he was
killed or not. We would like the truth to be known and we will be in contact with you. We will try to investigate and if
we can we will come up with an answer and we’ll inform you of our findings from the ANC organization.

I thank you alone because although your case was at the same time as the bus boycott, it deals is about a person who
disappeared in exile. Thank you. Our Logistics Officer had an announcement. Where is he? All the people who are here
who came to make statements ... We will take a lunch break and we’ll come back at two o’clock.

----------------------------------
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REV FINCA: Nomhase Nkenke? I would like to apologise to her because she was supposed to be the first one
according to our list but because we wanted to start with the bus boycott incident we forgot her name. We thank her for
waiting for such a long time.

MRS NOMHASE MONICA NKENKE: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, Mr Chairman. Good afternoon Mrs Nkenke, I’m sorry that you’ve had to wait as our
Commissioner has said to you. You are here to tell us about ... I’ll start again. We welcome you. You are here to tell us
about Bongani Nkenke. What relationship was he to you?

MRS NKENKE: My son.

MS CRICHTON: The events you’re going to tell us about is a memorial service that was held nine years after the
massacre at Eggerton Station. Will you tell us what happened to him on that occasion please. Carry on please.

MRS NKENKE: It was the 3rd of August 1992 and we were going to a prayer meeting. Days elapsed and he didn’t
come back. I asked his friends if they didn’t see him but they said they didn’t see him. One week lapsed into another one
and the police would come not even getting out of the police van. I’d ask the children playing outside ... After the
second week a little girl said that she’d heard that Bongani had been shot. We went to Unit 1 in Mdantsane at the
mortuary and asked them for a corpse that would have been brought in on the first of August. They did show us the
corpse. The police then requested that they be taken to the child that gave the report that Bongani had been shot. This
child said that he’d been talking about a different Bongani. We tried to explain to this child that we just wanted the
truth. They gave up. Apparently Bongani had been brought in by the policemen from Unit 12 who were referred back to
them. We spoke to the policeman who was handling this case and he said that he’d been shot whilst trying to burn down
a policeman’s house. Apparently there were warning shots and he got shot. We were shown what they had with them.
There were containers and I realised that these containers were not dirty as if someone was going to burn down a house
because there was just water in the containers. These were containers that they’d taken to the place of prayer.

My husband and I received a letter to go to court and we were told to get an attorney. We were confused and we didn’t
know what was happening or why we needed legal representation. We had to appear in court but they kept on
postponing the date until they stopped and that was that.

MS CRICHTON: I just want to interrupt you at that point and ask you did you at that stage seek any advice from an



attorney?

MRS NKENKE: We didn’t go to any attorney.

MS CRICHTON: Carry on then please. I’m just going to stop you for a moment as I’m not receiving any interpretation.
Will you carry on now?

MRS NKENKE: When the coffin arrived at the graveyard a car came with it and in the car was two policemen, the
perpetrator and another one. When we came back from the graveyard the car was there again. This policemen talked to
the girl that had given us a report. These police went to my brother asking questions and my brother was angry saying
that they should shoot him as well because he didn’t know what they wanted from the Nkenke family.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Nkenke you say that they said you had to go to court, was it not an inquest?

MRS NKENKE: I don’t know whether it was an inquest because they called the policeman and a few ladies who would
go on the stand and talk about this incident. They didn’t care about us at all or explain what was happening.

MS CRICHTON: Were there any members of your families there at all?

MRS NKENKE: I went with my husband.

MS CRICHTON: Were you asked any questions at all?

MRS NKENKE: No.

MS CRICHTON: At the funeral the policemen that was there asking the questions, who was that?

MRS NKENKE: I don’t know because they would talk to the kids outside.

MS CRICHTON: The house that was allegedly burnt down, whose house was that?

MRS NKENKE: I don’t know it was just a report that we got from the police station. This child that told us that
Bongani had passed on had only seen Bongani and it was the police that told us about the house.

MS CRICHTON: What is your opinion, what do you think really happened?

MRS NKENKE: I don’t know.

MS CRICHTON: So you have come to this Commission so that we can help to find out the truth in this case but it will
be difficult in the light of the facts that we’ve got so far but we will attempt to do this. Who is the friend who saw him
shot at the Highway, who is that friend, is that the child that you’re talking about?

MRS NKENKE: It’s the same child.

MS CRICHTON: The same child. Is there anything else that you want the Commission to do for you Mrs Nkenke?

MRS NKENKE: I want to know why and where my child was shot, I want the perpetrator to come forward because I
want to hear it from his mouth.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Nkenke, I’m going to hand you back to our Chairperson now.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Nkenke, was there any particular incident on the day your child was shot?

MRS NKENKE: Yes, there was going to be a prayer meeting concerning the people that were shot in 1983.



MR SANDI: Were there others that were shot with your son?

MRS NKENKE: I don’t know.

MR SANDI: You did not hear of any other people?

MRS NKENKE: No.

MR SANDI: Who is Mr Gugushe?

MRS NKENKE: A policeman at Unit 12. He was a policeman then.

MR SANDI: Do you know him?

MRS NKENKE: No, I just heard about him.

MR SANDI: Do you see him around?

MRS NKENKE: I saw him in court.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mrs Nkenke, we thank you and we apologise again for having made you wait for such a long time. As
Mrs Crichton said we’ve heard your request that you would like us to investigate this matter. There are a lot of things
that we would like you to help us with because at the moment it will not be easy for us to get answers but our
investigators will be coming to talk to you. We’ll endeavour to find out the truth for you. If we do not find out anything
we trust that you will understand. We will meet again at half past nine to-morrow morning. The hearing for the day is
over, thank you.

----------------------------------
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REV XUNDU: Can I ask you to stand whilst I swear you in Mrs Doreen Rousseau.

MRS DOREEN ROUSSEAU: (Sworn states)

REV FINCA: I welcome you Doreen Rousseau and June Crichton will direct your questions to you on behalf of the
panel.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good morning Mrs Rousseau are you comfy?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Very nervous but I’m comfortable thanks.

MISS CRICHTON: I can see that I want you just to relax. Your testimony will not take as long as we’ve hear the full
story and so it won’t be necessary for you to go through the whole thing except for you to add any points that you’d like
make that perhaps Mr Belling Senior and Junior left out about what happened to you. Would you like to just tell us what
happened and then we’ll ask you questions at the end of that time.

MRS ROUSSEAU: On the evening of the first of May 1993 two friends and I went to the airport to fetch a fellow
colleague. From there on our way back we called in at the High Gate Hotel for a quick drink. We went in and the four of
us sat at a table at the centre of the bar. We ordered drinks and were sitting talking, laughing and joking when we heard
something like crackers going off. Not long thereafter someone shouted, get down the hotel is being attacked. Soon after
that I heard shots being fired and looked towards the door and saw a man wearing a black balaclava with an automatic
rifle firing from left to right in the bar. I ran around the table to lie down where my friends were and I was shot in the
back of the leg. I fell down and noticed that from the top of my right leg above the knee blood was spurting out of a
wound about the size of my hand. Then someone from behind the bar fired shots back and after a while the firing
stopped. I said the my friend on my right, I’ve been shot and he said lie still pretend that you’re dead because they may
come back. My friend on the left was lying face down. I shook him and called his name but he lay very still. Everybody
was screaming and lying in pools of blood. They were choking as a result of the teargas. The blood was still spurting out
of my leg and my friend attempted to stop the bleeding by putting his elbow in the hole but without success.

I heard someone shout phone for an ambulance and the police. I tried to slide myself into a corner thinking that the
attackers may return and shoot at us again but I couldn’t move my leg. I could feel myself getting very weak as I was
losing a lot of blood. After some time the ambulance arrived and my friend and I were taken to hospital. I was in terrible
pain and the blood kept on spurting out. I can’t remember what happened thereafter. I woke up in the ward the next
morning and remained in the hospital for plus minus a month. I underwent surgery four times. A pin was placed in my
injured leg from the hip to the knee and cannot be removed.



After leaving hospital I went daily for physiotherapy for a year and during that period I went for another operation, a
bone graft. I walked on crutches for two and a half years and had to depend on other people for assistance. My life was
changed overnight. I lost my job and my medical aid. I had to go to a psychologist for counselling and was put and
medication for nerves and depression but I could not continue because my medical aid had expired. I am still on
medication after a period of four years and I still have problems with my injured leg being slightly shorter and I walk
with a limp. I still experience a lot of pain and I can’t walk very far as my knee and my ankle collapse. I also have
absolutely no feeling in my foot due to the fact that the nerve had been damaged. My right hand was also injured when I
was shot and I will have to have surgery done in the near future. My hearing in the right ear has also been affected due
to the gunshots. I am a diabetic and this has further aggravated it by the trauma of this incident. I will be sixty one years
of age in July and have no husband to support me therefore I have to depend on others for financial aid as I am only
receiving a grant of Four Hundred and Thirty Rand a month. I feel that those responsible for killing and injuring
innocent people should be found and brought to justice.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Doreen, you’re saying that you still need treatment?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Yes I still need treatment.

MISS CRICHTON: And part of that treatment will be surgery in the future. What is the prognosis for that surgery, are
they anticipating that it’s going to help considerably?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Not the foot, my hand.

MISS CRICHTON: For your hand.

MRS ROUSSEAU: Yes, I have problems here at the wrist and my thumb.

MISS CRICHTON: And you say that you’re not on any medical aid?

MRS ROUSSEAU: No, I’m not on medical aid.

MISS CRICHTON: So how would you anticipate paying for surgery such as that?

MRS ROUSSEAU: I don’t know. I go to the State Hospital, the Frere Hospital.

MISS CRICHTON: You say you lost your job, what kind of work were you doing?

MRS ROUSSEAU: I was working at the S.P.C.A. at the animal sanctuary.

MISS CRICHTON: And you are not working now?

MRS ROUSSEAU: No, I can’t work. I can’t stand very long on my leg.

MISS CRICHTON: You mentioned that your attitude towards the perpetrators is very similar to that of Mr Belling,
would you like to explain on that any further or add to that?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Well I just feel that innocent people were shot and injured that night and I just feel that they should
be found and brought to justice.

MISS CRICHTON: So you are saying then that if you ... Would you or would you not like to meet the perpetrators of
this event?

MRS ROUSSEAU: To meet them?

MISS CRICHTON: Yes.



MRS ROUSSEAU: No please, I wouldn’t like to meet them.

MISS CRICHTON: What are your expectations from the Commission Doreen?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Sorry?

MISS CRICHTON: What are your expectations from the Commission?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Well I would like help financially and I would like help with a medical aid.

MISS CRICHTON: Did you approach any attorney at all as Mr Belling did?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Any attorneys? I did go to an attorney but he said that he couldn’t help me.

MISS CRICHTON: Who was that?

MRS ROUSSEAU: I can’t remember his name now it’s such a long time ago but I can look up and let you know.

MISS CRICHTON: If you could just give that information to our panel thank you. Is there anything else that you wish
to say about that attack that you haven’t covered now?

MRS ROUSSEAU: I still have terrible nightmares. I wake up in the night and I see this man standing in my doorway
with a gun.

MISS CRICHTON: You mentioned that you had psychological treatment but it’s now completed because lack of
medical aid.

MRS ROUSSEAU: Yes, my medical aid has expired.

MISS CRICHTON: So that would be something that you would wish to continue?

MRS ROUSSEAU: Yes, I would, yes please.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Mrs Rousseau I’m going to hand you back to the Commissioner now.

MRS ROUSSEAU: I have a photograph here but I don’t if you want to see it?

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Rousseau I notice that in your statement you make mention of a certain
group with the name APLA. Did you know about this group before the shooting?

MRS ROUSSEAU: No I didn’t.

MR SANDI: What did you know or hear about them after the shooting?

MRS ROUSSEAU: I didn’t hear anything I haven’t heard anything of them. I don’t know if they’ve been found or ...
I’ve heard nothing.

MR SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Chairman.

REV FINCA: Doreen Rousseau thank you very much. We will take the statement that you have read to us and
incorporate it with the statement that is already with us here which is a written one. We will request you to perhaps give
us a copy of the photograph if it’s possible because the Commission is going to be collecting all the photographs that
have given to us in this period of our work which depicts the pain that we have gone through in this country. We would
like to have that preserved somehow for the next generations to look at our history and see what has happened. If it’s



possible for you to do that we will be prepared to pay for getting a photograph made out of this one. Thank you.

------------------------------------
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REV FINCA: We now call Linda Sophia Tonisi.

REV XUNDU: Please stand up Ma’am.

MRS LINDA SOPHIA TONISI: (sworn states)

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Tonisi you are here to talk about Masibulele Maxwell Tonisi, is that
correct?

MRS TONISI: Yes, that is correct.

MR SANDI: How are you related to him?

MRS TONISI: He’s my son.

MR SANDI: Your story is similar to the story already told by one of the witnesses. If I remember clearly the witness
before the one was there. When did he go Angola?

MRS TONISI: He left this country in 1981 but I’m not sure of the month.

MR SANDI: Before going into details about his disappearance please tell us briefly about his lifestyle before he left the
country especially concerning the political activities.

MRS TONISI: I don’t have knowledge about his politics but it is clear that he was a political activist because he died in
Angola. When he was involved in political activities in the township I wasn’t here because I was at work.

MR SANDI: How old was he at that time?

MRS TONISI: He left the country in 1981.

MR SANDI: Was he twenty three years old?

MRS TONISI: He was born in 1961.

MR SANDI: Was he working or was he still at school at the time?



MRS TONISI: He was still at school but he had left school and got a job in West Bank.

MR SANDI: Let us start in 1981 Mr Tonisi when he left the country. What happened?

MRS TONISI: He left the country in 1981 when he came back from work. The days passed and he didn’t come back
home. Because I was sleeping in my employer’s home I didn’t know when he left.

The following week on a Thursday my daughter said that the Special Branch Police from Cambridge came asking for
Masibulele Tonisi, asking his whereabouts and they said they did not know where he was. The Special Branch Police
said that he was in Maseru and they asked for his parent they told them that I’m at work and I would come back during
the weekend. They came back the following week on Thursday and I was at home. They asked me questions about him
as to whether he was still at school, how old he was and where he was. I said that I didn’t know and they told me he was
in Maseru but they wanted him to come back to East London. I asked why and they said that the Government was
looking for him then I asked them where I am going to find him.

They then left that Thursday and the following week when I got home my children told me the police came with three
vans and they searched the house saying they were looking for letters from Masibulele in Maseru. My children asked
them how they knew that he was writing letters because he didn’t write any letters to us. The police would come now
and then asking about his whereabouts they also asked for my employers address and they went there to ask the
whereabouts of Masibulele. We heard that he was in East Germany and then after a while we heard he was in Angola.

MR SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Tonisi, at the time you heard he was in Germany, Angola and all these places, who was
giving you this information?

MRS TONISI: We would hear from people in the township that they were in these different places. We did not receive
any letters from him and he never phoned us.

MR SANDI: He didn’t give a message to a person from outside?

MRS TONISI: No, we did not even receive a letter from him but we read in a newspaper in 1984 that he had passed
away.

MR SANDI: What newspaper was this?

MRS TONISI: These papers at the taxi rank and they had lists as well as pictures of people who died in Angola. This
man saw Masibulele Tonisi in this list and because he knew our family he brought the list to us. That’s how we found
out that he died in Angola. I then did nothing because nobody came to tell me that he died.

MR SANDI: You did not find out what happened in Angola and why he died?

MRS TONISI: No, I didn’t find out. That is why I came here. I would like to know who killed him, who buried him and
why because I’m his mother and I didn’t attend his funeral.

MR SANDI: Is that your request Mrs Tonisi?

MRS TONISI: Yes, I would like his bones to be exhumed.

MR SANDI: Is that all Ma’am or do you have any other requests?

MRS TONISI: No, I don’t have any other requests.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mrs Tonisi, thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Mrs Tonisi maybe you have already answered this question, did you have any contact with the ANC after
it was unbanned to try and find out what happened?



MRS TONISI: No.

REV FINCA: You did not go to the ANC offices?

MRS TONISI: No.

REV FINCA: What was the reason, why did you not got to them and ask them so that you could find out what
happened?

MRS TONISI: I didn’t ask anything Sir.

REV FINCA: Thank you Ma’am. Mrs Tonisi after the following two witnesses we will thank all of you at the same
time.

-------------------------------
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REV FINCA: We request June Crichton to light our candle to give us light in darkness. Can you please stand. We have
mentioned those who passed away in the massacre. If we could have a moment of silence in respect of those who passed
away in Lesotho, Tanzania, some in Angola and Botswana. Tembesile Duku, Masibele Maxwell Donisi, Thomson
Walter Golite Sipobam, Cisa Faku and Bongani Nkenke. May they rest in peace Lord and give them ever-lighting light.
Amen. We welcome you in our second last hearing in the Eastern Cape. Our first hearing was in East London however,
even though that hearing was in East London, it covered the entire Eastern Cape Province. In that hearing we had people
from Cradock, people from Port Elizabeth, the Messeshase’s and the others, people from Transkei like Mr Kati. Even
though it was in East London, it covered the entire Eastern Cape. We are here in East London to-day to mainly cover
East London incidents. We thank those who came forward with statements. We welcome our witnesses to-day in
connection with the massacre at the station where we’ve just been this morning. I think that the people that are going to
give evidence in the four days will mainly be from East London however, on Thursday we will have a special hearing
that will focus on the oppression of Women’s Rights, especially those who are in detention. They will be divulging
incidents that they went through whilst in detention, to the Commission. The panel will consist of women. We as male
Commissioners will excuse ourselves. This will be on Thursday. If we could start please. Miss Maya will lead us with
the order that we’ll follow to-day.

MISS MAYA: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I am going to the read the names of witnesses we requested to appear here
to-day to give evidence in this Truth and Reconciliation Commission. This is the order.

In this list we have people from East London and Mdantsane. Nine are connected to the bus boycott and six were
oppressed or assaulted outside the Republic of South Africa. I am going to read the witnesses names, the place that the
person is from and the year that the incident took place.

Nomhase Nkenke will be speaking about Bongani Nkenke who was murdered in East London in 1992.

The following are related to the Mdantsane bus boycott therefore I’m not going to read the year because the incident
happened in 1983.

Landile Jongile will be speaking about himself. He was tortured. Nobantu Tshangana will be speaking about Cifi
Tshangana - attempted murder.



Nozipho Xofa will be speaking about herself - attempted murder. Zingisile Mhlanga will be speaking about himself -
attempted murder. Francis Njoli will be speaking about himself - attempted murder.

Maki Michael Mose will be speaking about Lyuanda Eric Mose who disappeared at that time.

Lindiswa Ngwenya will be speaking about herself - attempted murder. Nomazizi Gangala will be speaking about Diliza
Gangala who was killed. Temba Faku will be speaking about Sisal Faku who was murdered. That is all concerning the
Mdantsane bus boycott.

The following were tortured outside the Republic of South Africa: Michael Ndaliso will be speaking about Julia Ndaliso
who was murdered. Excuse me, this is also in connection with the bus boycott.

Thembakazi Tuku will be speaking about Thembisile Tuku who was murdered in Botswana in 1986.

David Gobizembe will be speaking about himself. He was severely ill-treated in 1984.

Linda Sophia Tonisi will be speaking about Masibulele Maxwell Tonisi who was murdered in Angola.

Nokuzolangcai Koliti will be speaking about Tamsanqa Walter Koliti who was murdered in Tanzania.

Mbongeni Nicholas Bam will be speaking about Sipho Bam who was also murdered in Lesotho. That is all Mr
Chairperson. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Thank you Miss Maya. We request that Mr Ngikelana, who is one of the leaders of the day, give us the
background of what was happening in the community at that time so that we can put this hearing in perspective and a
good context.

MR NGIKELANA: Thank you Mr Chairperson, I am grateful to have this opportunity to contribute towards the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. I just want to clarify something. The problem is I made my statement in English but
we’re apparently supposed to be speaking Xhosa. It will seem as if I’m taking much longer because I’ll have to
interpret. If I could speak in English it would go faster.

REV FINCA: Please yourself. You are allowed to use any language that you are comfortable with. If you would like to
speak English, it is all right however, the majority of the audience will have to get an interpretation device.

MR NGIKELANA: I will do it in Xhosa, Mr Chairperson for the sake of the majority of the people. Mr Chairperson,
what I’m going to try and put forward to you is that there was a bus boycott in 1983. I’ll be speaking of what led to the
bus boycott as well as the results were. I will briefly be giving information regarding the contribution of work unions
and their leaders. I was also a leader at the time. Mr Chairperson, in July 1983, when we realized that the bus company
in East London was going to increase the bus fares by eleven percent, I can’t remember the exact figures, people were
not pleased. At the time the workers were in conflict with their employers for their rights. The Ciskeian Government of
the day and the South African Government of the day contributed largely to this conflict.

At the time of the bus boycott, new Unions and new organizations had to be formed to address problems such as this bus
boycott. The "Committee of Ten" came about during that time. It mostly consisted of workers because they were the
ones who used the buses the most at the time. People then switched from the buses to the trains. The struggle for
People’s Rights then moved from a bus situation to a train situation.

I would like to emphasize Mr Chairperson, that truly these leaders that were in the "Committee of Ten" were workers
that were well known, even amongst Trade Unions. It is true that these leaders were also accepted by the community at
large. This is why, when they supported and suggested this bus boycott, they were accepted by the community in
Mdantsane. In the early ‘80’s, the organizations that were fighting for people’s rights, speaking boldly about the
oppression of people, were the Trade Unions. Political organizations were banned at the time therefore it was the Trade
Unions which could stand up for the people.



I’m going to tell you briefly about these Unions. SAWU had a twenty thousand signed membership. It had a lot of
followers. In this area SAWU was working with twenty nine factories. There was a Union with a paid-up membership
of about four thousand. This is about eight food factories and then the General Workers Union had about five hundred
and fifty members in three companies. National Automobile Allied Workers Union had one thousand, seven hundred
and sixty six members in one factory. I’m just trying to illustrate that this is how workers could boycott the increase of
bus fares. At the time, Unions clearly stated that it was not their custom to support a focus on boycotts but if the workers
that belonged to the Unions had a problem with this eleven percent increase of bus fares, it was their obligation to
support and help even though at around August 1983, the UDF also had a lot of support from the Unions. This is how
SAWU joined the UDF.

The UDF as an organization, also had a lot of compassion for the people who used the buses. However, as Trade
Unions, we endeavoured to help workers with their problems, especially with the authorities of the day. We received a
document which we referred to as a "Twelve Page Document". It was clear that it was written by the Government of the
day. This document was to advise workers how they should work with the Unions as well as how they should go about
relating, especially to SAWU.

The Special Branch at the time, was always present at our boycotts. It was clear that the Special Branch had some kind
of relationship with the employers even though the employers would deny this fact. This is what caused all the conflict
when the bus fares were increased. Mr Chairperson, we should remember that two hundred and five people were
arrested by the Ciskeian Government of the day. People from Dimbaza and Mdantsane police stations were released and
were very angry because they had been severely ill-treated and tortured. People also felt that it was their right to get
decent salaries. They were also angry that they could not join SAWU because they were told that if they’re members of
SAWU, they would lose their jobs and they would die of hunger. We then clarified to the workers that it was their
prerogative to fight for their rights. This matter went to the ANC and the South African Communist Parties that were
banned at the time. We also had to be strong as Unions and stand up for the people, as the bigger political organizations
were banned. We had to ascertain and make sure that people were not oppressed.

I will proceed Mr Chairperson and I dwell on the leaders of the Unions. At the time, the General Secretary of SAWU
was Sam Kekeni, the President was Tsozamele Xhewta and I was his assistant. Mr Chairperson, the Chairperson of
SAWU was Eric Umdonga. We were was in and out of prison, being detained. It was not the Ciskeian police that were
detaining us then, it was the South African Government of the day. The Special Branch would also arrest us and
interrogate us for hours on end. However, there was nothing they could do because they would reach dead ends. They
would say that it is not for the Trade Unions to educate people on "the struggle". We made it clear to them that it the
information we were giving to workers co-relates with that of the bigger organizations, there is nothing we could do.
That caused a lot of unrest. They would be in and out of our offices, taking documents. Excuse me, they would not take
documents, they would just disrupt our work. This kind of treatment did not only apply to the leaders such as myself.
Sometimes a worker in a factory would be taken to Cambridge and interrogated. The workers would be interrogated
mostly about SAWU. What I’m trying to illustrate Mr Chairperson, is that a SAWU lived under victimization and
harassment.

In 1980, we started as a Trade Union until the bus boycott. As I mentioned earlier, the Ciskeian Government was not
happy about us all and would not treat us well. In 1982, there was an issue within the Ciskeian Government. The
Ciskeian Government was considering banning SAWU. The Ciskeian Government of the day perceived SAWU as an
organization under the ANC. We clarified it and tried to convince them that we were a Trade Union totally independent
of the ANC. The Ciskeian Government would say, we are not just an ANC front but also a communist front. We were
committing communist activities within the country. However, we hid nothing. All our policies were out in the open and
would be frankly discussed in meetings.

What the Ciskeian Government was complaining about most is, I don’t exactly know how to put it in Xhosa. The policy
of the Ciskeian Government was to control labour and not to attract investments. They wanted money to be invested,
factories to be built but they saw Trade Unions as people who were interfering with their investments. We made it clear
that we wanted the companies to invest their money so that people can get jobs but we wanted to respect people’s rights
and to pay workers according to their work as well as to improve their working conditions. The person in charge at that
time made it clear that he would not tolerate Trade Unions in the Ciskei.



Mr Chairperson, I would like to continue and talk about the people who were detained by the Ciskeian Government in
1982. I will mention Tandane Wine, members of the General Workers Union, Twazamele Xhoita, Umguzi Sifingo, Jeff
Mabela, Humphrey Maklekwane and myself. We were in and out of detention. Sometimes when we were coming from
negotiations, the police would wait for us and ask us about the negotiations. I would also like to mention Mr Vani
Ngodega in Queenstown and the Minister Sydney Mufamadi together with Mr Mdigwa, who came here under GAAU,
General and Allied Workers Union. They came to negotiate and talk to other Unions and were also detained for a few
days in 1983. I would like to continue Mr Chairperson, to mention Duluwas M ...(inaudible) who was also harassed. Mr
Chairperson, let me go back to the boycott itself as I’ve given the picture.

In August the Ciskeians, as we used to call them, took five Trade Unionists in East London. I’d like to add that people
like myself were inside at the time. Mr Tandane Legoshi, Mjogolo Meltafa and Spingo were taken by the Ciskeian
police. Mr Mntonga, Sheba Mambushi Makligwana were also arrested. Mr Chairperson, some of the people I’ve just
mentioned were members of the "Committee of Ten". I don’t remember clearly but Mr Mambushi and Mampunji were
members of a "Committee of Ten" of ten. After that the Ciskei banned SAWU using the Ciskeian National Security Act.
They warned people who stayed in Ciskei that if they continued being members of SAWU, they would be punished
severely. SAWU was accused of started the bus boycott but if I remember correctly, Mr Chairperson, there was a
meeting called by the workers and the community to discuss why the bus fares were increased under such conditions.
The President of SAWU, Tsozamele Xhewta was not arrested, he ran away. He said that as a leader in this region, he
would try to negotiate so that the bus boycott would stop because people were killed and some were injured. Those who
were working for their children lost their jobs. He made it clear that if there are going to be negotiations regarding the
bus boycott, all the leaders who were inside together with the "Committee of Ten", are to be released without any
conditions. The members of the "Committee of Ten" would be the ones leading the negotiations. That was not accepted.

After that when things became very bad, the bus company wanted SAWU to lead the negotiations concerning the bus
boycott. SAWU then said that it’s members who started the bus boycott, the people who were the ones supposed to be
negotiating the bus boycott, are in detention. Even at that time, nothing happened. The leaders of the "Committee of
Ten" were not released. What we must emphasize Mr Chairperson, is that there was conflict all the time and we became
enemies with the Government. There were also attempts from the leader of SAWU Tsozamele Xhewta to try and
resolve this but his suggestions were not accepted and this caused conflict between the communities and workers of
Mtanzane with the Ciskeian Government, the South African Government and the employers. During this situation the
Unions were harassed in inappropriate way.

I would like say in English, that during that time the Unions were highly politicized in a very distorted way. Strikes
were equated to Trade Unionism. It was a very painful thing because we were fighting for workers’ rights. That is why,
when I was describing all this, I mentioned that we were trying to negotiate with different factories but what the
Government did was, it associated us with the strikes and the strikes were the workers’ rights if they encountered a
problem. The shop stewards and the organizers in the factory would be called by the managers and the managers would
tell them to stop what they are doing. They would be told that they were members of the ANC and communist party.
The workers became confused because of this. Fortunately they would be strong and unite because they knew what they
wanted from SAWU and the General Workers Union.

Let us again go back to the issue of the boycott. The leaders of SAWU, myself and Ntozi stated clearly that we are no
longer going to be the leaders of the boycott campaign because although this affected us, we wanted the workers to take
a lead because they were the ones using the bus to Highway and to Westbank. We knew that if we could present this to
the workers, the Government would oppress them more. This is when the "Committee of Ten" was formed and were not
denying that they were our members. It was formed so that it could consist of the workers and it would give reports to
the commuters. That was the way it happened but we cannot ignore the fact that the very same workers and the
community at large were looking to SAWU as the leading organization in their struggle of liberation, fighting for the
truth. for democracy, non-racialism and for peace.

I would like to say that these are the events which took place in this area at that time. People like myself were in
detention. We went through a hungers strike lasting twenty eight days. I told the police that I came from Durban and
when I arrived here I was arrested but I had nothing to do with the bus boycott. They said that I was arrested because I
was a member of SAWU. I was trying to create a picture of something I was told about. The workers were trying to



state that there was a bus increase but their wages were not increased and we as SAWU members were accused of
leading this boycott. I’ve mentioned names of certain leaders who were in and out of detention, not at the time of the
boycott but before that.

Again I would like to emphasize the aspect of the "Twelve Page Document" because it showed clearly that there were
people who planned this but how could they try and stop the struggle of the workers. It became clear during the bus
boycott because the workers were fighting for their rights and this was used as an excuse to try and arrest the Union
leaders. Unfortunately, it was clear that the Unions recruited some members. They recruited members from
Grahamstown and Queenstown and they never failed because people accepted them as the Unions for the workers. I
already mentioned what happened to us as the leaders of the Unions and what happened before that. I think that these
were things that led to the anger and the oppression of the people. They were treated like animals.

There are things that I would like to mention which happened afterwards. We were talking about reconciliation and as a
South African, I would like to present this so that there can be reconciliation in this country. There was something
happening. There were things about the civil claims of the people who were shot. Some were working in their homes
and they got shot or they would get beaten. They would go the Court of Law, hire lawyers and their lawyers would get
arrested when they were supposed to appear in court and their case would be dismissed. People were forced to pay huge
amounts of money. I would like these things to be taken note of because this happened because of the bus issue.

There are also rumours that there were people who were buried in the gate at night. I would like to ask the Commission
to try and persuade the people who were working at the time, to come forward to the Commission to tell us what
happened at that time. If these people would come forward, there would be reconciliation in this country.

What I would like to say about reconciliation in conclusion, is that I would like to part of the people who are trying to
bring about reconciliation. What was very painful to us, even to-day, is that some of the people pointed us out at the
time, the people who were oppressing us would be promoted after their deeds. I would like the Government to look at
the promotion policy, especially with regard to people such as these because we don’t understand why they get
promoted after what they did. This is our Democratic Government, our transparent Government. I’m saying that we
should play with our Government but it is still very painful to us when it comes to that issued.

Again, some us, as well as myself would like to get our files from the Special Branch. There was a file of myself in the
Special Branch Units. They said they were following me while I was in Cape Town, Durban and Port Elizabeth. I would
like to know why they were investigating me because I was working for the Trade Unions at the time. I would like to
get that file. In all that happened, we must realize that people were sacrificing their lives and sacrificing their work
trying to fight for the liberation. As I was reading through the newspapers, the perpetrators in the Border region or the
Eastern Cape region are not coming forward. Those who were oppressing us and harassing us. I think that even though
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is coming to an end, we would like them to come forward because we know
them. I would like to give you an example. There is not a single member of the Special Branch who hit and kicked me,
who has come forward to say, I’ve done this to Cisa. I would like those who were hired by the Ciskeians, not only the
Special Branch, to come forward to tell us the truth. I’m afraid that if they don’t come forward, we will not forgive
them.

The companies came here to invest money but because the Trade Unions were oppressed, the companies were told not
to invest their money in the Border area as the Trade Unions were highly militant. We tried to negotiate this, telling
them that we would like them to come and invest their money here, that here would be strikes but where the Trade
Unions were involved, they would try to negotiate and resolve the issue. We would like the countries which gave
permission to the companies to come to this country to invest money, to come forward and invest their money because
there is poverty in this region. If that can happen, there would be reconciliation.

Again Mr Chairperson, I think the Public Works programme has a job to do for those people who lost their jobs because
they were fighting for liberation. We are in poverty but we know that we sacrificed our jobs because we were trying to
fight for liberation. In the Social Security, we know that the Government does not have enough money but we would
like it to help as some of us were injured because of such incidents. These people were in the struggle and although they
were injured, they continued to fight for the liberation.



There was an issue regarding the "black listing". I remember that elderly people from Robben Island could not get jobs
and this also reflected on the workers. When a worker organized other workers in the company, trying to fight for their
rights, they would be seen as an enemy. We want such "black lists" to be brought forward. We would like the names of
those who were "black listed" to be mentioned because they were members of the Trade Unions and we want all the
companies and business people to come forward publicly to clearly state that they will not use that "black list" again. If
a company is found to be using that "black list", it would be punished because that "black list" consisted of those people
who were sacrificing their lives so that we could be liberated in this country. We cannot leave these people alone, Mr
Chairperson.

Let me conclude, Mr Chairperson, by saying, what I was trying to say was that the bus boycott of 1983 showed the
efforts of the Government to destroy people’s lives. Plans were made concerning people’s lives so that they were not
able to fight for their rights, they were oppressed. I would like to say this in English in order for it to be clear. The 1983
bus boycott did expose a conscious effort by the apartheid regime, by the oppressive regime to constantly disrupt
people’s lives and enhance their independence on the apartheid systems, undermine their resistance and undermine their
struggle for freedom, peace and democracy. That is what the 1983 boycott exposed. It was not the first boycott in East
London, it was not the first boycott in South Africa.

There is something I would like to say. The presence of the Special Branch and the co-operation of the employers with
the Government was a very painful thing to us and we have evidence of this. Mr Chairperson, I haven’t heard an
employer coming forward to the Commission saying that at the they were co-operating with the Special Branch or that
they were trying to disrupt and to stop the struggle of the Trade Unions. We would like them to come forward. We can
see that they are legally represented by the people who represented the previous regime. I know that there are people
who are going to give evidence here to-day but I hope that what I’ve just said has given you a clear picture of what was
happening at the time. What I’ve just said will remind people who are here to-day so that they are able to come and
testify here to-day and give you a clearer picture. Thank you.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mr Mgikelana. We have given you a lot of time and we wanted to stop you but we couldn’t
because you were giving us an overall context of what was happening at that time here. Above all, I think that it’s the
first time that we’ve received a submission, a substantial submission from the perspective of the Trade Unions
concerning what happened in this region. We thank you for coming here to give us this perspective. We know that there
are many leaders who were leaders from 1990 up until this period who were very militant, the leaders who appeared
from 1990 but you’ve spoken about what happened in 1983 and even before that. That was a very dark period where
leadership demanded a price and we know that you are one of those people in this region, those who sacrificed their
lives at a time when it was expensive to do that to your life and to your family.

We thank you for the background you presented to us and we thank you for giving us a picture regarding the link
between the big businesses and the Government as well as the past regime. You answered a question which was in my
mind and that is, would there be a full reconciliation if those who were perpetrators at the time, came and clarified this
matter to us so that we can accept what was happening and forgive them. You have made a very clear call at the big
business to-day but if we are going to build on a solid foundation for the future, the past history needs to be exposed,
acknowledged and forgiven.

Thank you for the advice you have given us regarding what should be done and we will forward your advice to the
President of this country so that he can be the one to try or to answer what you have put forward. You spoke to us a
leader and as an analyst as well as a patriot. We thank you. Unfortunately, we have given Mr Ngikelana a lot of time so
we will have a short break of fifteen minutes and we’ll come back here at a quarter to twelve. Thank you.

-----------------------------------

 

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, may I swear them in? I will start with Nobantu Tshangana.

MRS NOBANTU TSHANGANA: (sworn states)



REV XUNDU: Thank you. Nozipho Xofa?

MRS NOZIPHO XOFA: (sworn states)

REV XUNDU: Zingisile Mhlanga?

MR ZINGISILE MHLANGA: (sworn states)

Thank you, Mr Chairperson. They have been properly sworn in.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. We will start with Mrs Tshangana. Mrs Tshangana, without going into detail
about the background of this incident because Mr Ngikelana has already done this, you are going to talk about your
husband. What is his name?

MRS TSHANGANA: Cifi.

MR SANDI: Was he shot in Mdantsane?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes, he was shot on the fourth of August.

MR SANDI: Before we talk about his shooting, could you briefly tell us about your husband Cifi Tshangana? Was he
working?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes, he worked at Botha Bus Company.

MR SANDI: Would he use a bus to commute?

MRS TSHANGANA: No, he would use a train because he came from Fort Jackson.

MR SANDI: Let’s talk about the day of his shooting. What happened?

MRS TSHANGANA: He was going to work.

MR SANDI: Can I hand over to you, Mrs Tshangana to tell us about this incident, without interrupting you?

MRS TSHANGANA: He got up in the morning to go to work. We heard the sound of bullets. He went to work and as
he was walking in our street, he came across police vans. The police accosted them, saying that they should not walk
any further.

The police just shot at them and he lost his leg. Our neighbours called an ambulance but when it came it was chased
away. He was put in a car where there were corpses and taken to hospital.

We did not see him at the time he was admitted to the hospital, we were only able to see him on the third day. He had a
caste on his leg. They had tried to put the leg together but the leg started to rot and it had to be amputated. After having
been shot, he’d been beaten whilst he was lying down. Some men came and beat him up and his forehead caved in.
They left him for dead.

He was then released from hospital after staying in the hospital for about three months. I had a one year old child and I
then had to go and look for a job because nobody was working. I got a job and as we were working we were arrested by
the South African Government of the day. I paid money to an attorney, Clark, who was helping us but I could not afford
to continue paying. People came to take our furniture in order to pay the attorney off.

MR SANDI: What workers are you talking about? Are you talking about SAWU?



MRS TSHANGANA: Yes, I am.

MR SANDI: Could you please go over this again. You say that you were arrested. By whom? Were you arrested by the
Government of the day because that’s what the documents stated?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Was this as a result of your present charges against the Government for having shot your husband?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Did you have a legal representative?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes, but Pringle ended up handling our case. Pringle then said we must pay what the Government
is requiring us to pay and they would give us the money back.

MR SANDI: You say that something happened in 1992.

MRS TSHANGANA: He started suffering from diarrhoea. There was nothing wrong with him but he would just mess
himself up.

MR SANDI: The men who beat him up after he had been shot, was it the police?

MRS TSHANGANA: It was not the police. It was the Lindikaia Group, security guards.

MR SANDI: Were these the people who would torture people and the Government would do nothing about it?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Were the soldiers and the police there?

MRS TSHANGANA: It is the soldiers that shot the people.

MR SANDI: Your legal representative, Mr Pringle, what did he say the results of the entire case were?

MRS TSHANGANA: He said that it was too late and the Ciskeian Government did not have enough financial resources
to help us.

MR SANDI: Did you start paying off the Ciskeian Government as they demanded?

MRS TSHANGANA: I only paid twice. I paid fifteen rand twice. Maybe it was three times, then I stopped.

MR SANDI: You would pay fifteen rand a week?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes, I would pay fifteen rand a week.

MR SANDI: Where would you pay?

MRS TSHANGANA: At Clarke’s office.

MR SANDI: As Mr Ngikelana was giving us the political background at the time, he referred to people’s salaries that
were very low at the time. If you do not mind, I would like to know how much you were earning at the time of you
paying the Ciskeian Government fifteen rand a week?

MRS TSHANGANA: I was earning fourteen rand a week.



MR SANDI: And you had to pay fifteen rand to the Ciskeian Government a week?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: My co-panelists would like to know something. You say that you earned fourteen after you paid this
fifteen rand?

MRS TSHANGANA: No, I was earning fourteen rand a week and I would have to pay fifteen rand at the attorney’s
office.

MR SANDI: Would you pay this fortnightly?

MRS TSHANGANA: I earned weekly. They required me to pay weekly as well but I could only pay every two weeks.

MR SANDI: You did not earn enough to pay the fifteen rand weekly?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Is that all Ma’am? Before I ask if you have any requests before the Truth Commission, you spoke of
children who are at school. How many are there?

MRS TSHANGANA: There’s three of them. Two have passed Matric and the one is at Border Tech. I cannot afford to
send the other to a tertiary institution.

MR SANDI: Do you have a request in connection with these children.

MRS TSHANGANA: If I could b helped to educate these children because I suffer from high blood pressure, I had a
stroke and I have a heart ailment.

MR SANDI: According to your statement Mrs Tshangana, you say this incident of people being shot as a result of the
bus boycott, you request in your statement that we should investigate this matter again in order to find out who it was
that not only shot him but beat him up as well.

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

MR SANDI: If you have any further requests Ma’am, you can speak after the other witnesses have spoken.

-------------------------------------------

MR SANDI: Miss Xofa? Miss Xofa, according to your statement the incident that you are here for is very similar to the
previous witness. The difference is that you are going to talk about yourself. Could you please tell us what happened
when you were shot?

MISS XOFA: I usually woke up at four o’clock in the morning and caught the first train. As we were going to the train
that particular morning, the police said that we should go and board the bus instead. When were going back, I saw that
there was a lot of people standing around looking towards us and there was a lot of noise. It was a bit dark because it
was winter. We heard someone blowing a whistle, then the shooting started. I tried to go back and as I was walking
back, my leg started to burn and I was sure it was bullet. There were men standing around and they helped me home.
When I got home, my husband took me to hospital. I was ill-treated at the hospital. There was an Indian doctor who was
treating me and there was a bullet that was on the surface and it was burning me. This man just pushed the bullet back
into me.

The following day I had to go into theatre to be operated on. I thought I was going to die in theatre as I had been ill-
treated the previous day. They could not remove the bullet so they left it in my body. Workers organized money for me
to be transported to Cape Town for a further examination. Even in the Cape Town hospital I was told that the bullet
could not be removed.



MR SANDI: Were you not treated after that?

MISS XOFA: I was discharged from the hospital and I didn’t go for further treatment.

MR SANDI: You say you had a baby when this happened. How old was the baby?

MISS XOFA: I was still breast-feeding at the time?

MR SANDI: How many months?

MISS XOFA: My baby was three months old.

MR SANDI: Who was looking after your baby when you were going in and out of hospitals?

MISS XOFA: My mother was there to help.

MR SANDI: Did you go to any attorneys?

MISS XOFA: We were told by SAWU that there were doctors at the City Hall. We went and gave statements and then
we went to Pringle Bax Partnership. They would call us in now and again and it was clear that the case was not
proceeding or going anywhere. Then I got a letter from Clarke saying that I have to pay in some money. I realized that I
could not pay this money off because I was not working and nor was my husband. After a few months I was arrested
and detained for a week. I was then released on a bail of One Thousand, Three Hundred Rand which was paid by my
younger sister.

MR SANDI: Why were you arrested?

MISS XOFA: I was arrested because I laid charges against the police.

MR SANDI: How were you released?

MISS XOFA: I was released on bail.

MR SANDI: You stayed in for five days?

MISS XOFA: Yes.

MR SANDI: So you were out on bail for One Thousand Three Hundred Rand?

MISS XOFA: Yes.

MR SANDI: And your sister paid for you?

MISS XOFA: Yes.

MR SANDI: Do you not think it an enigma that somebody was shot going to work in a train, gets shot and when this
same person, who was the victim of the shooting opens a case with the legal representatives has to pay.

MISS XOFA: Yes, it is an enigma.

MR SANDI: Is that all the evidence that you have, Miss Xofa? Do you have any requests in connection with this
incident?

MISS XOFA: What I wish to for is that the perpetrators come forward because we were being shot because the bus fare
was increased by five cents.



MR SANDI: Do you still undergo treatment?

MISS XOFA: No. When my leg starts aching, I just take tablets.

MR SANDI: Thank you, Miss Xofa. If you have forgotten anything from your statement, maybe you can speak later.

------------------------------------

MR SANDI: Mr Mhlanga? Mr Mhlanga, on this particular day you were also shot.

MR MHLANGA: Yes, I’m one of the victims who was shot on the third of August 1983.

MR SANDI: Please tell us, Mr Mhlanga, what happened to you at the time of this incident.

MR MHLANGA: As a person who was using a half past four train, I would be on the platform at about a quarter past
four. On this particular day when I came from the N.U.11 I heard an unusual noise. When I was on my way on a tarred
road near the N.U.9 facing AGT, I met people who were going to the train and I heard that there was a rumour that the
police are trying to stop us. I didn’t know these people’s names but they were people who used to go the train at the
same time as myself. There was no bridge near the station at the time and we would go to the other side by foot as we
were going to board a train to East London. When I looked towards the station, there were cars in front of us and we
could hear that there were gun shots being fired everywhere. There was a fence near the station and because we told
ourselves, even though there were gunshots, we better go and get shot near the station. There were no lights at that time,
it was dark. I thought that there was someone next to me but when we got to the station and waited for the train,
someone told me that I’m wet and when he tried to look at the place, I saw blood. I think we were six men at the time.
We then felt that there was something inside our bodies. I was shot in my left arm but fortunately, the bullet penetrated
between the muscle and the bone. This did not affect my bones but it affected my muscles. The other one was shot in the
thigh and the other one in the leg.

We were then taken and an ambulance was called to take us to the hospital. The railway soldiers came and they were the
ones who called the ambulance from East London. As we were on the other side of the railway station, it was said, were
in the land of the Republic of South Africa and those who were on the other side were said to be the Ciskeian people.
The soldiers from East London called an ambulance to take us to East London. We were taken to the Frere hospital. I
stayed there for a week before being discharged.

I then went back to work. The workers advised me to go to a lawyer in Highway, a Mr Sewisa to give a statement.

MR SANDI: Excuse me, Mr Mhlanga, before going to the case of the lawyer, for how long did you stay in hospital?

MR MHLANGA: When I was discharged after that one week I was told to go back for an operation. I then went back
for an operation and I stayed in Frere hospital for four weeks.

MR SANDI: You went to meet with the lawyer in Highway?

MR MHLANGA: Yes. I went to Highway to meet with an attorney and gave my statement and then left. After I was
discharged from Frere hospital, I heard that we had to go and meet with the lawyers again. When I got there, they told
me that my lawyer was no longer there and they had no documents on my case. I tried to investigate because they said
that he was working with Mr Mark Rabe at that time but my name did not appear on the list of Mr Mark Rabe. That was
the end of my case with an attorney. There was nothing more as didn’t know who to consult because there were no
documents or statements and my lawyer was not there. I was told that documents were then given to Mr Mark Rabe but
my name was not there.

MR SANDI: Mr Mhlanga, let me ask you again about your arm. You said that your arm got injured and as a result of
that you cannot do certain things with your arm. Can you please elaborate on that? What were the thing you used to do
with your arm which you cannot do now because of the injury?



MR MHLANGA: As a person who was working at a certain workshop, we had to lift heavy equipment but to-day I
cannot lift any heavy equipment because of the injury. I had to get help from someone else. I used to love my job but
because of this I could not do the same things.

MR SANDI: As a father at home, you cannot do certain jobs. Can you cannot lift heavy furniture.

MR MHLANGA: I can lift a chair with my two arms but if I try to lift the chair with my injured arm, I feel pain.

MR SANDI: You made some requests Mr Mahlanga, at the time you gave your statement. Do you still remember your
requests?

MR MHLANGA: I don’t whether I can remember them clearly but I would like to say that there were people who
helped those who were shot but I never got any help. I don’t know whether they did not see me as an injured person. I
heard that there were people who were helped but I was not one of those people.

MR SANDI: Would you like to be compensated?

MR MHLANGA: Yes, if something like that can be done, I would like it to be done because it happened to those who
were shot at that time. I’m not saying that if it is not possible I would complain. As a person I’m not expecting
compensation but if something can be done, I would appreciate it.

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Mhlanga. I will now hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mhlanga, you heard Ciso Ngikelana speaking earlier about businesses and my question to you is
very specific. It’s about the work that you were doing and where you were working. You mentioned a workshop. What
kind of workshop was that?

MR MHLANGA: I was working for Johnson and Johnson and it was my second year with them. There was a coal boiler
and we working in this section of coals. We would take a trolley full of coal and throw it in a certain place. This is when
I found out that I had difficulty, although this might happen after an hour, as a person working eight hours a day I would
feel pain when I was trying to lift these coals.

MS CRICHTON: Mr Mhlanga I would like to ask you as well, what happened as far as your injury was concerned?
How did the firm handle that? What was their response?

MR MHLANGA: I don’t have a complaint concerning the company which I was working for. The sister that was there
at the time said that my sick leave days are finished. There was one lady who was a social worker, I don’t know whether
it was because she was Black but she tried to help me to get paid although my sick leave days were finished because I
was still staying in the hospital. I got my money, my employers paid me while I was staying at home.

MS CRICHTON: Did you resign or did they ask you to leave?

MR MHLANGA: I did not resign but in 1984 there were certain people who were chosen, those who worked for the
company for less than five years. I was one of those people.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, Mr Mhlanga.

MR MHLANGA: Thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Could I speak to Miss Xofa now please. Miss Xofa can you hear me?

MISS XOFA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: I want to ask you the same question that I asked Mr Mhlanga. Did you hear it in English or not? The



question was, what was the name of the firm or where were you working when this incident happened to you?

MISS XOFA: I worked for Johnson and Johnson. We worked together.

MS CRICHTON: How was the matter dealt with, with yourself?

MISS XOFA: We lost our jobs.

MS CRICHTON: Was it after the same period of time? The same as Mr Mhlanga, after a few years?

MISS XOFA: We lost our jobs together in 1984.

MS CRICHTON: How long had you worked there?

MISS XOFA: Four years.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Mrs Eunice Xofa, you talked about an amount of One Thousand, Three Hundred that you had to pay for
bail for having laid charges against the Government. What was this money all about?

MISS XOFA: They said that we’d laid charges against the Government. We got a document from Mr Clarke, an
attorney, to inform us about this.

REV FINCA: So he’s the one who can inform us better on this money issue?

MISS XOFA: Yes.

REV FINCA: Did your legal representatives do anything about this?

MISS XOFA: No. They said they did not know what it was all about.

REV FINCA: Did they stand against this as legal representatives?

MISS XOFA: No, because I was arrested at the end of it all.

REV FINCA: Even with you, Mrs Tshangana, it’s the same story. You would pay your money at Mr Clarke’s office?

MRS TSHANGANA: Yes.

REV FINCA: We’d have to question him about this matter. Do you have receipts concerning this money?

MRS TSHANGANA: I only received one.

REV FINCA: And Miss Xofa?

MISS XOFA: Mr Fuseli has my receipts. He was going to a meeting in Johannesburg. I went to him to ask for them and
he said he does not have them anymore but I do have a copy of a letter that I’d taken to Mr Clarke’s office.

REV FINCA: Could you furnish us with a copy of this letter.

MISS XOFA: Yes, it is with the Truth and Reconciliation Offices in town.

REV FINCA: I thank the three of you. You may step down.

------------------------------------
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REV FINCA: We’ll now call Thembakazi Tuku to come forward.

MR THEMBAKAZI TUKU: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MS CRICHTON: Are you wanting me to speak in English to you?

MISS TUKU: Yes okay.

MS CRICHTON: Then I can take these off and that will be nice. You’re here this afternoon to speak about your brother,
Thembisile and to tell us what happened to him when he went into exile. I’m going to let you tell your story
uninterrupted but before you do that just let me get it quite clear that he went into exile in ‘78 into Botswana, is that
correct?

MISS TUKU: Yes that’s correct.

MS CRICHTON: Would you like to just carry on and tell us the story please.

MISS TUKU: In 1990 the ANC sent us a ticket to Botswana for my aunt and myself. When we arrived in Botswana on
a Friday afternoon we were told that somebody from exile was going to meet us but we didn’t see anybody there.

MS CRICHTON: Can I just interrupt you, I actually think it’s going to be easier for you if you speak in Xhosa. Do you
mind if you start again because I would like everybody to hear and I can perfectly all right through these, all right?

MISS TUKU: Alright. In 1990 we received tickets from the Border Council of Churches because we requested to go to
my brother’s grave. We left on a Thursday evening and got to Johannesburg where we were going to take a flight on the
Friday morning to Botswana. We had been promised that there would be people who would meet us at the airport
however there was nobody.

We tried to phone the ANC Headquarters and told them that nobody had come to meet us at the airport and we
requested help. They said that they’d sent two people from Lusaka but these two people had been arrested by the
Botswana Security Branch because they had no visas and were told to go back to Lusaka. They then said they would
phone somebody from Botswana to organise accommodation for us and we went to a motel. This man said he was
scared because the ANC had been banned in Botswana. This person said he would organise a lady from Botswana, a
lady that my brother and his girlfriend had been staying with. It was these people who were going to take us to my



brother’s grave, but nobody came the whole of Friday and on Saturday morning we phoned Lusaka again asking for
help. We needed direction and we had no money. It was the ANC that promised that everything would be organised. My
aunt knew somebody who lent her some money and we tried to buy some food at the motel.

Late on Saturday ANC men who were in the underground structure came to us and told us to wait for a lady that was
going to come and tell us everything. I said that I didn’t even want to know what happened, all I wanted was to see my
brother’s grave. The report then was that if the Botswana police found out that we were ANC people, our lives would be
in danger. Sunday morning I phoned Lusaka and they told us that Comrade Chowa was on his way from Lusaka. He
apparently used public transport to come down. Sunday evening these people arrived, Chris was his name.

The following morning we were supposed to go with them to the grave. I begged them for information and the one tried
to tell me that Comrade Thembisile died in a way that they too could not explain. They said they found him in his room
and he’d already passed away. His gun was in his hand and he was under a mattress. What shocked them about the
situation was that nobody was allowed to go to his funeral except for three people who were allowed to attend, the
Priest, his landlady and his girlfriend. All I wanted was to go to the graveyard.

Late on Monday Chowa who was an exile phoned, he was in the Botswana Sun Hotel and he came to our motel and told
us that he arrived in Botswana on the Sunday, the police arrested him and interrogated him with regard to our presence
in Botswana as well as his presence. We thanked Chowa and came back to South Africa on the Tuesday not having
found anything about my brother and not having seen his grave.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, I need to ask you a few questions now. Lets go right back to the beginning, he was
resident here in East London before he went to Botswana, is that right?

MISS TUKU: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: You say that when he was found in his room you were told that he was already dead, he was under a
mattress and he had his gun in his hand. Who was it that gave you that information?

MISS TUKU: It was one of the Comrades who were there.

MS CRICHTON: What was his name?

MISS TUKU: It was Victor?

MS CRICHTON: Somebody Victor, is that his surname or is it a first name?

MISS TUKU: First name.

MS CRICHTON: His first name?

MISS TUKU: His first name.

MS CRICHTON: Were there wounds on the body or was he just holding his gun, was he shot or was he just ...?

MISS TUKU: I really don’t know.

MS CRICHTON: You don’t know about that? So you’re then saying that the funeral took place and even now you have
not been told where the grave is? When last did you approach the ANC for help? When you went up there it was in
1990, have you been back to the ANC since?

MISS TUKU: I didn’t go back to the ANC.

MS CRICHTON: In your statement and in your requests you actually say that if the body was ever buried in Botswana,
you seem uncertain as to whether body was actually buried there, is that correct? Are you uncertain about it?



MISS TUKU: I’m uncertain about it because I didn’t see the grave.

MS CRICHTON: You might have heard us earlier speaking about the second submission of the ANC to the TRC in
which a public commitment was made that records of circumstances like this that people are unsure about, they are
prepared to assist us with information and so all we can say to you now having heard your story is that we will look at
those records and see if more can be found out. Is there a particular request that you have to the Commission other than
the fact that you want to know where he was buried and that you would like his body to be brought back?

MISS TUKU: There’s nothing else.

MS CRICHTON: How old was he when he left?

MISS TUKU: He was about thirty five years.

MS CRICHTON: Did he leave dependants behind, children?

MISS TUKU: No children.

MS CRICHTON: And there were no children in Botswana that you know about?

MISS TUKU: No.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you, I’ll hand you back to the Chairperson.

REV FINCA: Thembakazi I would just like to clarify the issue of Thembisile being shot under mysterious
circumstances according to your statement in his flat in Botswana. If we are going to successfully investigate this matter
please tell us what do you suspect happened to Thembisile?

MISS TUKU: We think that he was shot because it does not make sense that somebody would be found under a
mattress with a gun and that person and that person committed suicide. We would like to know what happened.

REV FINCA: Are there any rumours that he perhaps was shot by people from Botswana or maybe ANC Comrades?

MISS TUKU: No.

REV FINCA: Therefore you have no knowledge of what happened to him at all?

MISS TUKU: No, after we received a telegram from Lusaka Mr Mzamu of the Special Branch wanted to find out where
the telegram was and the contents of the telegram because he said the ANC was cruel, filthy and it does not care about
it’s people. We only received the telegram quite a while after Thembisile had died and after he died the ANC did
nothing. There was no compensation and no financial support whatsoever.

REV FINCA: I think you endeavoured to find out what happened after the ANC was banned, did you try?

MISS TUKU: No.

REV FINCA: Any particular reasons why you didn’t or didn’t you think that you’ll find any substantial information?

MISS TUKU: No reason.

REV FINCA: You said only the Priest, the landlady and the girlfriend were at the funeral. Did you ever talk to this
lady?

MISS TUKU: No.

REV FINCA: Do you know where they are?



MISS TUKU: No not at all.

REV FINCA: Thembakazi, I will thank you together with those that are going to give their evidence just now. Please
step down.

------------------------------------
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REV FINCA: Our next witness is Knosinathi Gontshi. It looks as if Knosinathi Gontshi is not here so could we call
Francina Wheeler?

REV XUNDU: Francina Wheeler will you stand to take the oath?

MRS FRANCINA WHEELER: (Sworn states)

REV FINCA: June Crichton?

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Good morning Francina, you are here to-day to tell us about your
husband Boyce Michael and his death on this day on the first of May ‘93, is that correct?

MRS WHEELER: That’s correct.

MISS CRICHTON: How are you feeling are you feeling relaxed?

MRS WHEELER: Nervous.

MISS CRICHTON: Nervous. Well just relax and I’m going to ask you one question before you start and then I’d like
you to go through you story. I see you have a statement there do you, that you’d like to read?

MRS WHEELER: Yes.

MISS CRICHTON: The question I want to ask you relates to something that is in your statement which I’d like to
clarify. How did you hear about your husband’s death?

MRS WHEELER: Through his friend that was with him.

MISS CRICHTON: I see because in the statement it says something different. Will you continue now and tell us exactly
was happened.

MRS WHEELER: My children and I were at home watching videos and my husband had gone to the High Gate for the
first time. One o’clock came and the children had gone to bed so I went to bed. I was fast asleep when I heard banging
on my door so I got up thinking it was my husband who had lost his key. I opened the door and saw my husband’s
friend who had gone with him to the High Gate and he asked if he could come in. I opened up and we went through to
the lounge and sat down. I knew something was wrong. He said to me Dave is gone and I didn’t understand and when



he said Dave is dead I apparently fainted. When I came around he told me what had happened. He said they were sitting
having a drink and their backs were facing the door. They heard like fire crackers and apparently my husband still said
someone is happy they are shooting fire crackers. Just then they burst in and started shooting. My husband saved my
friend’s life because he was sitting next to her and he pushed her down on the floor and that’s when he was shot. He
died instantly.

For two weeks I was on tranquilisers and I didn’t know what was going on. People came to see me but I cannot
remember who came. From then on we suffered. I lost my car because I could not afford to pay it as my husband used to
pay it. I couldn’t afford the rent so I had to sell some of my furniture and move in with my father who had a small
house. My children suffered at school. Their marks were down as they were out of school for two weeks and they are
still very bitter.

MISS CRICHTON: Is that your statement completed?

MRS WHEELER: Yes.

MISS CRICHTON: Alright. Some questions to you, what was the age of your husband when he died?

MRS WHEELER: He was about forty two.

MISS CRICHTON: Was he working?

MRS WHEELER: Yes, he was working.

MISS CRICHTON: Where was he working?

MRS WHEELER: He was working at Grosvenor Ford.

MISS CRICHTON: Were you assisted by the firm after his death?

MRS WHEELER: No.

MISS CRICHTON: Not at all?

MRS WHEELER: No.

MISS CRICHTON: You’ve spoken about the effect on you from an economical point of view but how has it affected
you emotionally?

MRS WHEELER: I’m still very bitter and upset because of what we’ve had to go through and what we’ve lost.

MISS CRICHTON: In terms of treatment for that have you had any psychological treatment, any care in that respect?

MRS WHEELER: No.

MISS CRICHTON: Was your husband on a medical aid?

MRS WHEELER: Yes, but the day he was killed the medical aid fell away.

MISS CRICHTON: So he wasn’t on any kind of pension scheme at work either?

MRS WHEELER: No.

MISS CRICHTON: You’ve heard the other witnesses from that event being asked questions about their attitude and
you’ve said that you’re bitter but just as they were asked I would like to ask you too what your feeling would be about
being faced with the perpetrator asking for forgiveness for what they did? How would you feel about that?



MRS WHEELER: No, I wouldn’t like it.

MISS CRICHTON: You wouldn’t want to either receive a request such as that or to accept it.

MRS WHEELER: I wouldn’t like to see them, I wouldn’t like to come face to face with them.

MISS CRICHTON: Are you feeling the same way as the other witnesses about amnesty?

MRS WHEELER: Yes.

MISS CRICHTON: Would you like to just explain what you’re feeling?

MRS WHEELER: I think that those who were involved should actually be punished.

MISS CRICHTON: So you’re not happy about the amnesty process not for anybody?

MRS WHEELER: It doesn’t matter what colour you are everybody must pay for what they do wrong.

MISS CRICHTON: What are your expectations from the Commission Mrs Wheeler?

MRS WHEELER: I would like financial help for myself and my children.

MISS CRICHTON: Would you like to explain what kind of financial help, in what area for our children?

MRS WHEELER: School fees and medical aid.

MISS CRICHTON: Are you working at the moment?

MRS WHEELER: No.

MISS CRICHTON: Where you working before?

MRS WHEELER: Yes, I’m starting work on the first of July. I’ve been out of work since October last year.

MISS CRICHTON: As a result of the effects this has had on you?

MRS WHEELER: No, the company closed down.

MISS CRICHTON: Oh I see so you are actually starting another job?

MRS WHEELER: In July yes.

MISS CRICHTON: I’m glad about that. Is there anything else you would like to say Mrs Wheeler to the nation because
you are speaking to the nation about this event?

MRS WHEELER: I just hope there’s going to peace in the world amongst all of us.

MISS CRICHTON: Do you have that hope that there will be?

MRS WHEELER: Yes, I’m sure that there will be.

MRS WHEELER: And in this country particularly?

MRS WHEELER: Yes.

MISS CRICHTON: Thank you very much I’m going to hand you back to the Chairperson now.



REV FINCA: I wanted to say a word of thanks to all the people who have testified from the High Gate Massacre but I
see that others have already left the room. We are talking about a tragic event and I think we all have sensed the pain
and a lot of anger which has come out in the hearing of this matter this morning. We are dealing with an event which
has been roundly condemned as a brutal act of senseless violence and I think a number of people in this region and
throughout the country have condemned it as such and what has been very difficult to come to terms with is the fact that
the event happened at the time when negotiations were taking place for a peaceful transformation of this country. So we
are dealing with an event which causes a lot of pain and indeed we have heard this morning how much bitterness and
anger there is from those who testified to us. I want to say just for the sake of the record that the APLA command has
made a request to the Commission that they would like to have a meeting with the victims and that is why we have been
raising the question constantly about how those who have testified to-day feel about meeting the perpetrators. The
APLA Command has requested us to facilitate such a meeting because they believe that having done what they have
done they would like to meet with the victims in a spirit of reconciliation. We will pursue that discussion. From what we
have heard here to-day it is not going to be a very easy decision. The pain and the bitterness has been made evident in
the testimonies that we have listened to but we are committed to a spirit of reconciliation and our task will be to
continue to knock on your doors and even after our time has ended I’m sure there will be somebody who will continue
this process because it looks to me as if there is no alternative. The country has no alternative we either come to terms
with the ugly past in which we have inflicted pain on each other in various ways and begin to say to each other we are
sorry and those who have been hurt to begin to say we forgive you. It’s going to be a very difficult route judging by the
testimonies that we’ve heard this morning. We are extremely happy that you have come and we are pleased that you
have spoken so frankly and so openly and I think that it’s brilliant that it has happened here in Mdantsane that we hear
you rather than anywhere else. These are two communities which have suffered tremendously.

Yesterday we were at the Eggerton Station where we were listening and hearing the stories of the pain of people who
were brutally killed in a senseless act of violence which in many ways is similar to this one. People were going to work
and they were forced not to board the train which they usually used for their transport, forced to go into buses. We heard
a story of a mother who was sitting at home doing her washing and was hit by a stray bullet which messed up her life.
These are stories of pain and I would hope that somehow this country finds a way in which those who have done these
things own up to what they have done and begin to say they are sorry and how by God’s grace perhaps it possible for
those who have experienced extreme pain and continue to suffer the anguish like the gentleman who was here this
morning who continues to suffer the consequences in his own body of what has happened perhaps to find the grace to
say for the sake of the future of this country we are prepared to forgive. We thank you very much.

We will be taking an adjournment and we will be going to High Gate this morning to go and just remember what
happened there. Thank you. If we can adjourn for lunch right now and the victims can go straight to lunch we’ll start
again at one thirty, thank you.

HEARING ADJOURNS
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REV FINCA: We will now call Bernice Whitfield.

MRS BERNICE ELIZABETH WHITFIELD: (sworn states)

REV FINCA: Welcome Bernice Whitfield Tiny Maya will raise a few questions to you with regard to your statement.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairman. Before we start I need some assistance with this blind as I’m not able to see
her properly. I need to have this moved aside thank you. Good morning Mrs Whitfield I see that the testimony that
you’re going to give this morning is about your husband Deric John Whitfield, is that correct?

MRS WHITFIELD: Yes, that’s correct.

MISS MAYA: According to the statement in front of us your husband was only forty two years old when he was killed
in the shooting that took place at High Gate Hotel, is that correct?

MRS WHITFIELD: That’s right.

MISS MAYA: I want to give you an opportunity to present your testimony uninterrupted and then maybe I will come
back to ask you a few question just to clarify things that may not be clear. You can continue.

MRS WHITFIELD: At the time of the shooting we were staying in Vincent Gardens North and when I came to hear
about the shooting I was totally devastated knowing that I had to bear the financial situation myself. The rental we paid
there was R1 300 which I was unable to afford with the death of my husband. I got R1 200 out of my salary as I wasn’t
being paid correctly for my qualifications. I couldn’t pay for the funeral. My mother-in-law paid all the costs. To this
day I haven’t been able to pay her back. I had to change jobs because as I said financially I could not cope. I had three
children at that stage.

Ten months after my husband was killed my daughter was killed in a car accident. The guy had no licence and he was
speeding and drunk. He was fined R750. That was what her life cost. He got off scott free which tells me in this world.
There’s no justice in that the people were killed at the High Gate didn’t have to die they weren’t ill, they weren’t sick. I
managed to get the cheapest flat in Baysville which was Seven Hundred Rand at the time which I could not afford either
but it was better than sitting somewhere where there was no place to stay with three children. In the end that building
was sold and I had to move again. Just bear in mind that the first time I had Seven Hundred Rand plus Seven Hundred
Rand maintenance deposit plus lights and water which was Five Hundred and something Rand at that stage. It came to
over a Thousand Rand which I had to have spot on to move into Baysville from the house. Then I had to find another



flat because the building was sold so I had to make another loan for the next lot of maintenance deposit, lights and water
etc.

I didn’t have any food or money. The Red Cross and God bless them were the only people who phoned me and said we
have a food parcel for you because I didn’t even have a slice of bead. They had a food parcel for me and Six Hundred
Rand and one day when I’m on my feet I want to bless somebody to give them something, to bless somebody who’s in
need because I was very grateful for that.

As I say in the Daily Dispatch I read that one of the guys (and his picture was in the paper) that was responsible for the
killing at the High Gate got fourteen years suspended for thirteen years. What kind of justice is that? If anybody steals a
loaf of bread in a shop because he’s hungry he gets three months jail sentence or doesn’t even get out there but if you
rape, murder and kill you get a Two Rand fine and you walk scott free and enjoy the facilities of life. I just say to myself
the renegades that were responsible for various attacks are being paid by the Government. At the moment they’re sitting
in high positions like big heroes and we’ve got to face a financial battle.

Why do we waste our time in listening to what everybody has to say and opening up our wounds here. Nobody feels
anything for us. I’m speaking for all races not because I’m White and this one is Pink, Yellow and Green. I’m speaking
for all of us. There’s a lot of people that are in the same position that I find myself in. Let us just take the King
William’s Town Golf Club the guy who’s responsible there for the killing is sitting in a fantastic position to-day earning
money. Mr So and So from Mc Goo’s bar who was responsible for that disaster is sitting in a high position in the
Government sector and after all this I say to myself you’ve got to be a criminal to get ahead in life. All these renegades
who’ve completed their murders and brutal violence are being looked after in high positions in the Government earning
fat salaries and we the victims sit with a financial battle to make ends meet. The Truth Commission too I’m sure you get
compensated for what you are doing. It’s been four years now but has anybody asked me do you need a loaf of bread?
No. If I look at all the victims sitting here from the High Gate and everybody that I’ve seen on TV that has come to
testify and nobody has done anything. You’ve only got the Lord to look up to and I say the human race hasn’t done
anything for you but God has looked after you, God has looked after us.

At the moment my daughter has been chosen to go overseas to represent South Africa in the United Kingdom and I need
R10 000 but I trust in God for he has provided for me up to now and he will provide for us when she leaves in
November. Must you be a criminal to get to the top? Do people like us have to pay the price where our families get
brutally murdered for the sake of political power. What power have we got? What power has any political party got or
any ordinary man in the street. God create us and this is the word that God has given me because I prayed. I don’t want
to be here because I’m wasting my time but I’m here for God I’m representing him here to-day and this is the word he
gave me. God created us. He gives us his power and wisdom to do his will. God is love and anyone walking in the Spirit
of love has the qualities of the Spirit which is love, kindness, compassion and understanding. When you look at the
world to-day where people go about killing murdering and raping for the sake of recognition and status be it for political
reasons or whatever then the truth about them is that they walk in darkness for the evil one is a destructive force for if
they walked in the Spirit of God some only has the name of Jesus on their lips. If you genuinely have God’s love in your
heart you would demonstrate the Spiritual qualities which is love, kindness, compassion and understanding and striving
for inner peace and peace, goodwill to all man. You have no power. Nothing on earth belongs to us it is all on loan for
the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. The things on earth are given to us to enjoy to choose between right or wrong.
You might be a man or a woman in a high position with all the authority you can have but the day you fall down and
die, where is your power? You have no power. Where is your wisdom? When you walk in darkness you have no
wisdom you act like a fool. God has eternal power and he has the last say. My one and only hope is in the Lord who is
the only ruler of this world and the only one who has power when he will come in all his glory to judge the world. There
might be no justice on earth, people get away with deceitfulness, brutality to human beings and they just walk away
without justice being done but one day when you meet Jesus face to face you will have to stand and answer and God
will ask of you not how you won but how did you play the game. Don’t be trapped in a sick society where true morals
and standards and values get thrown by the wayside for the sake of status and power for you have no power. We can
only have power in God and as an ordinary person, an ordinary man in the street I want to say to all of you to-day that
God wants us to focus on him. Two wrongs don’t make a right. Have peace, God’s peace, do good to mankind, help
your friends. We are all God’s people irrespective of who or what you are and the Holy Spirit will come down on each
and every one and all the nations must look up to Jesus because if you know God’s love how can you hurt the person



next door to you. That is all I have to say.

MISS MAYA: Thank you Mrs Whitfield, I would like to ask you just a few questions as I said earlier. It is obvious that
the death of your husband has affected you has changed your life and the life of your family and especially financially.

MRS WHITFIELD: That’s right.

MISS MAYA: I would you to share with us the effect that his death has had on you and especially your children and
also tell us how many children you have, their ages and whether they are schooling or not.

MRS WHITFIELD: Okay. I’ve got a daughter in Standard Eight. She’s fifteen, Natalie and I’ve actually applied for
assistance with School Fees. I’ve got to pay One Thousand Nine Hundred Rand and they gave me Two Hundred. I stand
to correction I think it’s Two Hundred discount that they give me which doesn’t actually make a difference because I
might as well pay the whole amount. I’ve got to see to all her schooling, her clothes etc. She’s doing drummies which is
a very costly sport but I feel I cannot deprive her from that. My son has been unemployed for a while and I’m
supporting him as well. He’s looking for a job but you can’t just find a job. I myself I work and I will have to work until
the day I die because I need money. I’m staying in Southern Wood which is not an area I would like to stay in. I would
like to stay in a clean flat as my flat is very dilapidated. It’s got holes in the kitchen and the taps don’t work. Coming
from a place where I lived comfortably I ... I don’t know I just had to give up a lot of comfort and easy going living if
you know what I mean. I don’t want to be rich as money doesn’t mean anything to me but I would like to be more
comfortable.

MISS MAYA: Thank you. You said something earlier about seeing a report in the daily dispatch that one of the people
involved in this shooting had been sentenced to fourteen year imprisonment?

MRS WHITFIELD: Yes, fourteen years suspended for thirteen years. They had a picture of the gentleman in the paper
and they said that they managed to catch this guy and it was a Black gentleman and they said that he got fourteen years
suspended for thirteen years. I just tore the paper up and I said you know this is justice and I’m not even interested.

MISS MAYA: Does that mean that you don’t have details that you can give us so that we can follow the matter up?

MRS WHITFIELD: No, I haven’t. That is all I saw in the paper and other than that I don’t know anything what
happened to the rest or what is happening. I just thought the whole story died down and we go onto the next one.

MISS MAYA: Mrs Whitfield if you were to come face to face to this person or if you were given an opportunity to
convey a certain message to him or to them what would you like to convey to them?

MRS WHITFIELD: As the Lord said to me when he gave me this word he can walk away from us with the deeds that
he’s done but one day when he comes face to face with Jesus he will have to answer because when the Lord deals with
you it hurts, if I deal with him he won’t feel anything and that is my hope.

MISS MAYA: Thank you. Are you able to tell us at all what the nature and the extent of injuries your husband sustained
in the shooting?

MRS WHITFIELD: I think it was either three or four bullet wounds in the chest. He was alive for a while but he
drowned in his own blood. That’s when he died.

MISS MAYA: Thank you. Would you like to place a request or a recommendation before us so that we can convey that
to the State President?

MRS WHITFIELD: As I said before in East London nothing has been done and nothing will be done and I really don’t
expect anything to be done because nothing will be done.

MISS MAYA: Is that all?



MRS WHITFIELD: That is it.

MISS MAYA: Mrs Whitfield would you like maybe to request an indulgence just for your children if not for yourself?
Their education, their welfare and their well-being?

MRS WHITFIELD: I actually expected financial help but as I said it’s been four years and nothing has been done so
that is why I say nothing will be done because there’s nobody that does anything for us. It’s been four years and we’ve
coped on our own, we had to take on the financial battle ourselves. Financial assistance would be appreciated very much
so but that also depends on the human hearts of the world.

MISS MAYA: Thank you very much. I’m going to hand you back to the Chairperson but there could be other questions
from the rest of the panel. Thank you Mrs Whitfield.

REV FINCA: Mr Sandi?

MR SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mrs Whitfield I may be asking you the same question but maybe in a different
way. I don’t seem to get your attitude too clearly as to how you would relate to those who perpetrated this gross human
rights violation. Let us suppose the people who did this to your husband and other victims of the tragedy were to come
to you and say to you they are asking for forgiveness, how would you respond to such a request?

MRS WHITFIELD: I’ve got no grudge against anybody I feel if I have then I cannot call myself a child of God because
if God forgives us we can forgive others. I cannot judge the man Jesus is going to judge him although it takes forty
years, forty years is like a wink of an eye to the Lord and he will have to come face to face with Jesus his judge and
what happens to him then is between him and the Lord. He’ll have to answer then. Here on earth there is no justice. I’ve
never seen justice in this world but when he comes face to face with the Lord that is the day he is going to get judged
and that is my only hope.

MR SANDI: Thank you very much Mrs Whitfield. Thank you Mr Chairman.

REV FINCA: Reverend Xundu? Okay the question is withdrawn. Just one question from me Mrs Whitfield. You have
painted a very gloomy picture of our future and even your coming to the Commission has been put in a context which
has a lot of pain and doubt about the validity of doing that and I’ve got very serious respect for that in that you have
been honest, you have been forthright in talking to us and that is very helpful. It reminds us that we are a Truth
Commission and if people come to us in truth although it may be painful to listen to that truth but it’s also very helpful.
I’ve got one question for you, do you have any hope at all for the future of this country?

MRS WHITFIELD: Yes, I do have a lot of hope and because I don’t put my hope in people I put my hope in the Lord I
see a lot of hope in the world. As I said if we focus on God because it’s only God that can give you inner peace ... you
know I help and encourage so many people who come to me with broken heart and I say to them the world might reject
you but Jesus will always love you and you know that gives us so much hope. If nobody on earth treats us fair or treats
us with respect or what we deserve and we’ve never seen Jesus, you feel that love flowing through from above to you.
You don’t find that in the human race so if we treat each and every person with the love of God there will be peace,
there can be nothing but peace and nothing but mutual friendships and relationships. This is what I believe in. (end of
tape) ... As far as I’m concerned I’m wasting my time I’m here for Jesus. As I said to June Crichton when she phoned
me I said I’m not interested in coming here because you don’t get anywhere here, you won’t get anywhere here but I’m
here because God has told me to beme here and say these words to everybody.

REV FINCA: Thank you very much. We will call our next witness and convey our thanks to all of you together.

------------------------------
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you
Mandla. How do you pronounce your surname?

MR ENGELANI: It is Engelani.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Mandla Engelani. We will hand over to Reverend Xundu to help you take an
oath.

REV XUNDU: Mandla please stand up.

MANDLA ENGELANI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, he has properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We will hand over to you Reverend Xundu to lead him with questions.

REV XUNDU: We welcome you Mr Engelani. What is your clan name Sir?

MR ENGELANI: I am Dakwende.

REV XUNDU: Dakwende, please tell us briefly your story so that we can be able to know what happened to you.

MR ENGELANI: I would like to start on the 1985 massacre in Duncan Village. I was at home. There was one man
distributing pamphlets. What I am saying now is not in my statement. Before this man could come there was one man
who came saying that there are people distributing pamphlets around. He said that these people are dangerous people
and he said that if I saw a person who was distributing pamphlets of a guerrilla warfare I must be careful, because they
are dangerous. That is what this man said. I asked him whether I can quote his name, because he is the one who gave me
this information. He said, no, I must not quote his name, because if I did they will assassinate me, they will point me
and kill me. He then left me.

The following day after he gave me this message this person came, the one who was distributing pamphlets. He said to
me as I was a person who use to read different books, he said to me I have these books for you to read. I took one of
them and it was written Guerrilla Warfare. He said that as I was a wise man I am supposed to read this, because
people from Westbank are wise people. So they said that they would like me to join them.

REV XUNDU: Let us get some clarity Sir. These people were AZAPO members?

MR ENGELANI: He did not identify him as belonging to any member.

REV XUNDU: But you are a member of AZAPO, you were a member of AZAPO at the time?

MR ENGELANI: At that time I got along with members of AZAPO, because we use to attend the same school.



REV XUNDU: In your statement you say that you are a member of AZAPO?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, but I had no membership card. I had no membership card at that time.

REV XUNDU: Was there any conflict between this organisation?

MR ENGELANI: Mr Chairperson, let me put it this way. When the white man came to attack us we fought back. As we
were fighting with them, the Boers from the army, after that we, these people came saying that they do not want an
AZAPO organisation. We heard this, we heard that this was happening in Port Elizabeth, but it was happening also in
Duncan Village.

REV XUNDU: This led to this day that you were attacked.

MR ENGELANI: Yes Sir, because these people accused me of being close to AZAPO members.

REV XUNDU: You were attacked by the Residents Committee?

MR ENGELANI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: And you were brought to a People's Court.

MR ENGELANI: What happened is that I got a message that I was going to be attacked and I decided to stay at home.
These people came to my home.

REV XUNDU: Did you know these people, came to your home?

MR ENGELANI: I do not want to lie Sir. I never saw them before, but I only recognised two of them, because they are
my neighbours. I asked one of my neighbour saying that you are also part of this. He said, yes, I am part of this, because
you are a member of AZAPO. We are fighting against AZAPO and South African Municipality and we are fighting
against the Government in Pretoria. That is what this man said to me.

REV XUNDU: Did you know any AZAPO members who were also attacked in this way?

MR ENGELANI: They were not attacked in a similar way Sir, but there are others who were attacked, but not in a
similar way.

REV XUNDU: They assaulted you and they left you there?

MR ENGELANI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Who was with you at home? Who witnessed this?

MR ENGELANI: I was together with my sisters.

REV XUNDU: They saw this and they can give evidence?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, they were there and they can come and given evidence.

REV XUNDU: You were taken to hospital?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, but I did not go to a free hospital, because it was difficult at that time. I came to Mdantsane in
the clinic in NU9. I spent a night to my brother in NU11A and I would go to the clinic every morning, but unfortunately,
in the clinic they told me to go to the doctor and I was then taken to the hospital.

REV XUNDU: Did you lay a charge concerning this matter?



MR ENGELANI: Yes, I tried when I was released from the hospital, because my doctor said I was badly injured. These
people wanted to kill me. The doctors advised me to go and lay a charge. I went to the UDF offices in Paverville and
they said that they heard about this incident. They said that those who attacked me were the thugs. So the UDF office
said that they did not know whether they were AZAPO members of UDF members. They told me to go to the police.

REV XUNDU: Did you go to the police?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, I did.

REV XUNDU: What happened to that case?

MR ENGELANI: I went to the Office of Intimidation. They were then arrested, but the case did not get anywhere. They
were not sentenced.

REV XUNDU: Sir, what do you expect the Commission to do for you?

MR ENGELANI: What I would like the Commission to do for me is that I am attending Wits College. I would like to
get a bursary to further my studies.

REV XUNDU: Where are you studying?

MR ENGELANI: I am studying at Wits, Witwatersrand.

REV XUNDU: Do you have a wife?

MR ENGELANI: I have a girlfriend and I am staying with her.

REV XUNDU: You are only staying together?

MR ENGELANI: Yes.

REV XUNDU: Reverend Finca can help you to get married if you want to.

MR ENGELANI: I will be very glad if he can do that.

REV XUNDU: Chairperson, let me hand over to you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Engelani, I am going to make a request that the two questions I am going to
ask, you must listen to them very carefully. If you did not understand the question you may ask me to repeat it and when
you answer please try to be brief. If it is possible you can just say yes or no. Do you understand me Sir?

MR ENGELANI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Was there an AZAPO organisation in Duncan Village?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, it is only a few people who belonged to AZAPO in Duncan Village.

ADV SANDI: Was there a conflict between AZAPO and UDF or any other organisation?

MR ENGELANI: In Duncan Village when we got out of soccer offices there was a conflict.

ADV SANDI: After the funeral, the mass funeral, of the 45 people who were assassinated, were there any other people
in Duncan Village who were attacked because of belonging to AZAPO before you were attacked?



MR ENGELANI: I do not know. They would be arrested and detained, but nobody would be attacked.

ADV SANDI: After your attack was there any people, were there any people in Duncan Village who were attacked
because of belonging to AZAPO?

MR ENGELANI: I do not know, because I was in hospital. I was not aware of what was happening.

ADV SANDI: The People's Court you referred to in your statement, what was it duty?

MR ENGELANI: They would go house to house.

ADV SANDI: Doing what?

MR ENGELANI: They were against members of the AZAPO.

ADV SANDI: What would they do to members of AZAPO as they were against AZAPO?

MR ENGELANI: They would assault members of AZAPO and they would say that they are against AZAPO and South
African Communist Party together with the Government in Pretoria.

ADV SANDI: I thought you said that there was no one assaulted or attacked because of belonging to AZAPO.

MR ENGELANI: After my attack I use to hear that there were people who were attacked.

ADV SANDI: Lastly, Mr Engelani, are you receiving any medical treatment?

MR ENGELANI: Yes, I am.

ADV SANDI: What is that treatment for?

MR ENGELANI: I am being treated for me left leg and I was also injured in my head and I am using pills, Fineton pills.

ADV SANDI: Using these pills for your head injuries?

MR ENGELANI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Who is your doctor?

MR ENGELANI: Is it Dr Akwilla here in Cecilia Makiwane Hospital.

ADV SANDI: Is there any other medical treatment you receive except the one you have just mentioned?

MR ENGELANI: No.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Engelani. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Engelani, we thank you for coming before the Commission to give us your story. We will try and
investigate this matter and get some clarity on certain issues which are not clear now. If we want more information from
you our Investigating Unit will visit you to get more information, but for now you may go back to your seat. We thank
you.

MR ENGELANI: Thank you Sir.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Zweliyazuza
Gwentshe. We welcome you. If Reverend Xundu can swear you in please.

ZWELIYAZUZA GWENTSHE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Sandi is going to lead you in evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Gwentshe, you are going to talk about Mzwandile Gwentshe. Is that your
brother?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And Alcott Skwenene Gwentshe. Are you going to talk about him as well?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: We have 14 more witnesses to listen to. He was arrested in 1963. Is that so?

MR GWENTSHE: I am sorry, excuse me Mr Chairperson, before we could proceed, were you not the Commission,
panel afford me an opportunity to speaking about the Gwentshes' like people like Alcott Gwentshe, Irene Gwentshe,
Mzwandile Gwentshe, Mzimkulu Gwentshe. The reason for me ...

ADV SANDI: The problem is that you talked about Mzwandile and Alcott Gwentshe.

MR GWENTSHE: Irene and Mzimkulu were alive at the time. They suffered, they suffered Mr Chairman.

ADV SANDI: We do not have a statement. We have to only talk according to this statement.

MR GWENTSHE: No, I have got no objection to that Mr Chairman. I was merely asking the slightest to be afforded an
opportunity. This is what I did when I was here on Sunday. Can I not be afforded an opportunity, because these latest
members is the late Irene Gwentshe and Mzimkulu Gwentshe are no longer alive. The reason why I did not include
them last year in the statement when I was making these submissions to the Truth Commission, Mzimkulu, Alcott
Gwentshe, my late father and then, was going to represent us and the rest of the family members, but they are no longer
alive. Now that, in view of the prevailing circumstances. There has been a concerted effort that was adopted at family
level that you go there and represent all the Gwentshes'. Then I was chosen to represent the entire Gwentshe family,
because they were victims of the apartheid regime.

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, can we work together, co-operating, because we have a serious time problem. There are
14 witnesses to be heard. Mr Gwentshe, can we focus on Alcott then. I will ask you questions leading you in evidence.
You say Mzwandile Gwentshe was arrested and tortured in Cape Town and East London in 1963. Is that so?



MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: He was sentenced in 1970. He was released, but not in good health. Is that so?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: In 1979 he left for Tanzania?

MR GWENTSHE: No, 1978. He died in February 1979 whilst ...

ADV SANDI: When you gave a statement ...

MR GWENTSHE: I think it is the statement taker that made a mistake.

ADV SANDI: He passed away in 1979?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: He died of malaria?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Why was he arrested? What were the charges?

MR GWENTSHE: It was furthering the aims of a banned organisation, the ANC.

ADV SANDI: The ANC.

MR GWENTSHE: And his being involved in the early 60's in acts of sabotage.

ADV SANDI: Does he have any children?

MR GWENTSHE: No.

ADV SANDI: He had no wife at the time?

MR GWENTSHE: No.

ADV SANDI: Where was he buried?

MR GWENTSHE: Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania.

ADV SANDI: Alcott Skwenene Gwentshe, your father that is?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: An ANC member?

MR GWENTSHE: An ANC leader.

ADV SANDI: He was an ANC leader from a long time ago?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: When did he pass away?



MR GWENTSHE: On the 27th of October 1966.

ADV SANDI: Let us talk about his arrest. Was he sentenced at any point for being a member of the ANC?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And he was taken to Robben Island?

MR GWENTSHE: No, Alcott Gwentshe was arrested by the notorious South African Security Police in July 1954 for
leading the defiance campaign in the Cape, in the whole Cape Province, more, in particular, East London and he has
been ANC Cape President and member of National Executive from 1944 to 1954 and then from 1946 to 1954 he has
been President of the ANC Youth League in the Cape. That was non other than Alcott Skwenene Gwentshe, as the
leader of the ANC in this area. And then due to much harassment and the tremendous influence exerted by the South
African Police on the Government of the day, Gwentshe was taken away from his people. Gwentshe, the leader, was
taken away from his family by apartheid Pretoria. The reason for them to take Gwentshe away from his people, maybe
the enemy, they thought they would silence him or they would cripple the ANC, because the South African notorious
Government has been wanting to negotiate with a weeping, weakling and crippling ANC.

ADV SANDI: But they did not succeed to cripple the ANC and cripple Alcott Gwentshe or him surrendering. Mr
Gwentshe, the way Alcott Gwentshe - let us start this way. He would be arrested. Is that so?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And coming back from detention what would he say happened? Everything that you are going to say,
please, let it be directed to this question.

MR GWENTSHE: This could be revealed by published as well as unpublished events of history. For instance, in the
case of Alcott Gwentshe, you could, as a matter of fact, ask Walter Sizulu, you ask Nelson Mandela about this. They
were together during that time, because the ANC has been waging, the ANC has been waging a powerful campaign to
end White minority rule in South Africa.

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, I do not think, as you speak, you are answering my question, the question that I requested
you to answer. I have been asked by this panel to ask you questions so that you are assisted in giving your evidence. Let
us talk about the torture of Alcott Gwentshe.

MR GWENTSHE: Alright. After Gwentshe had been arrested together with Joe Lengese who was also a leader here at
time, when they got to Pretoria, the Special Branch, because this, South Africa was ruled by the Special Branch. They
said that they must take off their clothes. They took pictures, Gwentshe side by side. After he had gotten out of jail in
1964, Joe Lengese was not that harassed. They took pictures of his entire body. Then they would pour cold water onto
him.

ADV SANDI: Is there any other form of harassment?

MR GWENTSHE: He was taken to Bushbuck Ridge in the Eastern Transvaal, because they were chased away from
East London. Gwentshe hated, the South African Government despised Gwentshe, because a White man from East
London passed away, Aidan, Sister Aidan.

ADV SANDI: Was he accused of this nun that you are talking about?

MR GWENTSHE: No, apparently the nun had passed away because of Gwentshe's influence.

ADV SANDI: Was he arrested?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes, this is why he got arrested, but they did not stipulate these reasons. He heard this on the
Wednesday in the district of Mafikeng. When Gwentshe was removed from Bushbuck Ridge he was taken to a territory



that was like, I quote,

"a no-man's land".

unquote. A place where only snakes could live and, in fact, Mr Chairman, they are on record. In a book by this prolific
South African writer, Ken Themba, whereby he states, in so many words, political offenders are banned to the bush and
then in terms of the relevant section or sections of the Black Administration Act of 1927, it is stated here that these
Blacks or Kaffirs or Africans like Alcott Gwentshe are to be taken and dumped to the bush because of their communist
tendencies, because earlier on Gwentshe and others were charged under Suppression of Communism Act, 15 in all. This
was in Port Elizabeth.

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, in your envelope with you, are there any documents concerning this matter?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: After giving your testimony we would like you to give us those documents so that we can go through
them. In order to save time, you spoke about Irene Gwentshe. Who is she?

MR GWENTSHE: She has been one of the senior members of the ANC Womens League during the Defiance
Campaign of the early 50's.

ADV SANDI: She was also tortured. If you can just explain to us that before we can conclude. Can you please tell us
how she was tortured.

MR GWENTSHE: From 1960 she was not working well, because the notorious Special Branch would come saying that,
it was the Nulcut here in East London, Hattingh and others.

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, you have a long story and we have to write a book, because your story is very long.

CHAIRPERSON: I am sorry Mr, I am sorry Mr ...

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, I am sure that, Mr Gwentshe, by coming before the Commission you have expectations or
requests and I would like to ask you to tell us those requests.

MR GWENTSHE: My request from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission?

ADV SANDI: Your request concerning these matters.

MR GWENTSHE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. It would give me great pleasure if the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission would liaise with the leadership of the ANC to investigate the atrocities perpetrated by the notorious
Donald Card and others on the Gwentshe family in particular and I would also be pleased, especially outside the borders
of this country, the acts that have been happening outside the borders. If the Truth Commission would investigate,
because the manner I am going to speak about has been harbouring Gwentshe's children outside the borders of South
Africa and that man is no longer with us now. So that is none other than the late ANC military genius, Comrade Chris,
who has been Umkhonto-we-Sizwe army commissar and second in command of the entire ANC army. I would be
pleased if I get the Truth Commission, because it was Chris Hani who was keeping Gwentshe's family outside this
country. I would be pleased if the Truth and Reconciliation Commission would investigate as to who attacked Mr Chris
Hani's house in August, in August, September 1981.

For instance, for instance you have already said that my story is too long. There is something I forgot. When I was
coming from Maseru I was arrested, I was a regular visitor of the ANC. When I came here ...

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mr Gwentshe, I would like you to focus on this written statement, the one you submitted in
the Truth and Reconciliation offices. In conclusion, you made a request that you would like the TRC to investigate the
perpetrators who were harassing the Gwentshe family. You would like to know them and to know the reason for this.



Do you have any other requests except this one?

MR GWENTSHE: The letter bomb explosion which was sent by ascaris and the ascaris, the ascaris said that I had to be
given this bomb, because at that time I was from Maseru. There was an ascari who was there. He was sent by the
notorious South African Government. This ascari sent this letter and it exploded in NU3. The receiver of this letter was
the late Irene Gwentshe, my mother.

ADV SANDI: Mr Gwentshe, I will hand over to the Chairperson. If you have forgotten something when you were
testifying you will be asked questions to clarify. I am very sorry, because we do not have time and the way you gave us
your testimony, you also included a lot of things that are not in your testimony. We might be coming back to you to take
detailed statements especially in the new events. Thank you Mr Gwentshe. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Gwentshe, I would like to know, in your statement you said that Donald Card did something to
you. Is that correct?

MR GWENTSHE: Mr Chairperson, I did not say that he did something to me, but he did something to my family
members. My two elder brothers, the late Mzwandile and Mzimkulu. I can explain in details Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Not for now, thank you. He did not do anything to you, but to your family members?

MR GWENTSHE: The late Irene Gwentshe, Mzwandile Gwentshe, the late Mzimkulu Gwentshe and the late Alcott
Gwentshe, ANC leader.

CHAIRPERSON: In your written statement you mentioned that there was something done to Mzwandile. I do not see
anything about Irene and Alcott Gwentshe. So we are going to talk about Mzwandile and Mzimkulu. Can you please
explain to the Commission what did Donald Card to Mzwandile Gwentshe.

MR GWENTSHE: I did not see what he did, but Mzimkulu saw it, because he was the one arrested with his brother.
That is why in my written statement I did not talk about Mzimkulu and Irene, because the arrangement was that I was
coming here to talk about Alcott and Mzwandile. Mzimkulu was going to talk about himself and Irene. Now that
Mzimkulu and Irene had passed away, the family decided to send me to represent all of them.

Let me come now to the torture on Mzwandile, on Comrade Mzwandile Gwentshe by Donald Card. Mzimkulu said that
in 1995 Mzwandile was assaulted in Fort Glamaken by Donald Card. He was torturing them saying that they are doing
things, because their father was the President of the ANC. When he was kicking them Comrade Mzwandile would
collapse and faint and with information, Mr Chairman, from reliable sources I am inclined to believe one of the
prominent leaders, ANC, like Steve Tshwete, who was incarcerated, who was together with Mzwandile and Mzimkulu
Gwentshe can come here and testify on what I am saying. He can come here and confirm this.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Gwentshe. I will ask you a question in English. I am sorry I am going to ask you this
question, but I have to ask it to you. This matter is going to arise immediately when we read the statement from Mr
Card. Were you ever mentally deranged?

MR GWENTSHE: Could you repeat the question Mr Chairman?

CHAIRPERSON: Were you ever mentally deranged? Were you ever insane?

MR GWENTSHE: I was never.

CHAIRPERSON: Was Mzwandile Gwentshe ever insane?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes, after torture and third degree methods from the notorious SA Security Police, to the extent that
he was admitted at Valkenberg Hospital in the Western Cape. That is why, he was sentenced in 1964 for five years, but
he spent most of the time in Valkenberg Hospital. He was released in 1970.



CHAIRPERSON: The name of the hospital again.

MR GWENTSHE: It is Valkenberg Hospital in the Western Cape? Because he was an epileptic case after much torture
and third degree methods of the notorious SA Security Police.

CHAIRPERSON: Okay, Mr Mzimkulu, last question. Sorry, Mr Gwentshe, sorry, last question. Do you know anything
about the original command which was consisting of Malcolm Ncabela, Steve Tshwete, Ben Mashiyane and others?

MR GWENTSHE: Well, that is the original command of Umkhonto-we-Sizwe, the ANC.

CHAIRPERSON: I assume, yes.

MR GWENTSHE: Then Malcolm Ncabela, the late, was Umkhonto Commander in 1963, January 1963. Then before
him there have been Umkhonto Commanders like Alcott Gwentshe, the late ANC leader, who under the auspices, who
under the auspices of the ANC whilst banished at his birthplace, Tsomo, because he was released by the Government,
by the apartheid Government in 1960 and then in 1961 the African National Congress arranged for Gwentshe to secretly
visit East London so as to address an Umkhonto-we-Sizwe inauguration. So Malcolm Ncabela, the late, has been
Gwentshe's right-hand man as from the Defiance Campaign up to the 60's. There are many, many others with the
leadership of the ANC.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Mr Gwentshe. Excuse me. Mr Sandi has said already that you have a very long
and interesting story to tell the people of this country. We do not have the time, unfortunately, in this particular hearing
to go through it in details. We thank you for sharing with us just a bit of it. Perhaps you will consider his proposal that
you consider writing a detailed book one day.

MR GWENTSHE: Well, if that, as it makes sense for this, but that as it may. Can I not be afforded, except this, another
opportunity to speak thoroughly about Irene Gwentshe, this great patriot who died last year?

MR GWENTSHE: Yes, as Mr Sandi has said, our regulation requires that you make a written statement, we read
through the statement, we see that the matter forms part of our mandate, we see if there are any names of perpetrators
mentioned in the statement, we give 21 day notice to the perpetrators if they are named and then we hold a hearing after
that. So there was no way in which Mr Sandi could permit you to talk about them until the statement is submitted. What
I am proposing to you is that you meet our staff members just now, immediately you come out of the podium and make
a statement and, who knows, perhaps there may be a Truth Commission sometime in the future and, a year. Mr
Gwentshe, thank you very much.

I want to tell you how Mr Card has responded to some of the allegations that you have made. He has decided not to
come personally to the hearing, but through his attorney he has sent us a statement which June Crichton will now read
into the record.

MR GWENTSHE: No, they are at liberty, they are at liberty, because I would never be surprised, more in particular
here. They are at liberty to refute whatever I say about them. Like for instance, Donald Card ...

CHAIRPERSON: No, no not now.

MR GWENTSHE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: You can step down now, thank you.

MR GWENTSHE: Okay.

MS CRICHTON: We are not going to ...

CHAIRPERSON: Okay, let us have order. Thank you very much. Mrs Crichton will read the statement from Mr Card
which is refuting the evidence given by Mr Gwentshe so that we have got that on record.



MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

"I the undersigned, Donald John Card, do hereby state I am retired, 68 years of age and reside
at 5 Avon Road, Woodleigh, East London. I have been served with a notice from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in terms of Act 34 of 1995, wherein I am informed that between
the ninth and 12th of June 1996, one Zweliyazuza Gwentshe, will be testifying and will
implicate me.

Firstly, let me say that I find the information supplied to me by the Commission so lacking in
detail, it is extremely difficult for me to answer any accusation made.

Secondly, I also find it very difficult to understand how any such hearsay statement could be
accepted by the Commission for anyone to answer to. Let me explain, however, what I know.

The name, Zweliyazuzu, means nothing to me, but when we arrested Mzwandile, Mzimkulu
Gwentshe, there was another very young brother who was still school-going and I presume he
was Zweliyazuza. Mzwandile and Mzimkulu were arrested in connection with acts of sabotage
as they were members of the task team who were instructed to commit certain unlawful acts by
the regional command consisting of Malcolm Ncebela, Steve Tshwete, Ben Mashiyane,
Reginald Mdube, Washington Bonko, Douglas Sparks and Dwaba.

Different members of the task team committed various acts and were charged accordingly. One
of the instructions from the regional command was to eliminate one Inkie Goyi who made a
statement to the Press that Africans would not be able to rule themselves within 25 years. This
instruction resulted in the death of two 12 year old girls.

Firstly, in the allegations it is not stated where the information came from to say that I and
others tortured Mzwandile. I would have seen no reason for him to be tortured, because if he
admitted anything, he could not be used as a witness, because he would be hostile. Also, if the
intention was to get a confession out of him this too would have been of no value. Mzwandile
Gwentshe was definitely not assaulted by me or any other policeman in my presence. I have no
idea where the following statement came from.".

"You are too stubborn Kaffir, because your communist father is a leader of the
African National Congress."

I gain the impression that this has been inserted to give publicity to the father, Ascott
Gwentshe, because I did not utter those words nor did I hear anyone else do so. In fact, what
would the policeman's intention be. I must conclude that this is a deliberate lie. I did hear that
Mzwandile Gwentshe had been released due to a mental problem, but that had nothing to do
with me or, in fact, any policeman.

One thing I do not understand is that the two brothers were arrested together and after the elder
brother, Mzimkulu Gwentshe, was released we became very good friends. We actually visited
each other at our respective homes and there was never a suggestion that the family was
bearing a grudge. It will, however, be interesting to know who and what is behind this whole
affair. Signed Donald John Card.".

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. It is a pity that Mr Card did not avail himself to answer some questions for clarity which
we would have asked him at this stage, but we thank him for the statement.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Can we have the next witness, Mrs Patricia Gxidi. Mrs Shumikazi

Sara Jako. Our witnesses for today, these are our last witnesses. We would like to

ask Reverend Xundu to help you take an oath.

REV XUNDU: Thank you Chairperson. I will start with you Patricia Gxidi.

PATRICIA GXIDI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam. You will make a testimony under oath.

SHUMIKAZI SARA JAKO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mam.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Can you put earphones on Mrs Gxidi, please. Can you hear me

Mrs Gxidi?

MRS GXIDI: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Would you mind if I called you Phumla?

MRS GXIDI: I do not mind.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much. Phumla, you are going to tell us about an

event that happened to you in July of 1985 when you were on your way back from the

funeral service for the Cradock Four. You were travelling from Cradock back to

Queenstown and at that time, according to your testimony, you were four months, no,

I am sorry, five months pregnant. Is that correct?

MRS GXIDI: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: If I may I would like to lead you in your questions so that, in the

questions I put to you so that we keep the order of your story, which is very

important, in order. So I will ask you questions and interrupt you occasionally, if I

may. The first thing I want to check with you is that the bus was stopped at a

roadblock. Is that correct?

MRS GXIDI: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: That was at Whittle-Sea?

MRS GXIDI: Yes.



MS CRICHTON: Who was it who took you off the bus?

MRS GXIDI: The Ciskeian soldiers.

MS CRICHTON: And at about what time of the day was that?

MRS GXIDI: We were coming, we left Cradock after five. It was just before eight.

MS CRICHTON: Now I would like you to explain in your own words to us exactly

what happened when they took you off that bus, remembering that you were four

months, five months pregnant at the time.

MRS GXIDI: When we were about to arrive at Whittle-Sea a lot of soldiers came

around and they stopped the bus asking us where we were coming from. We told

them that we were coming from Cradock. They asked us which funeral, whose

funeral we attended. We said that we were coming from Matthew Goniwe's and

others funeral. They asked us why we left funerals in our area and attended funerals in

Cradock. They said that we knew everything that was happening there. They asked

us to sing songs which were sung in that funeral. We sang church songs and we told

the that Mxenge was a speaker and they took us out of the bus and they took

pamphlets in our bus and t-shirts.

They told us to lie down on our stomachs. They hit us. Some of them had

hose pipes. They spread water to us. Two of us were pregnant and these soldiers

wanted to kick us so that we can lose our children. Soldiers were kicking us. They

were riding on top of us.

MS CRICHTON: Phumla, can I interrupt you to ask you just to make sure that we

have this on record. Are you saying that they knew that there were two pregnant

women there and that even though you were lying on your stomachs, pregnant as you

were, they were kicking you?

MRS GXIDI: People said that there were people who were pregnant and they said

that they want these pregnant women, because they are going to give birth to leaders.

This happened until two in the morning and the police from Queenstown, White police

from Queenstown came. They had a list wanting people who attended the funeral.

They found others, but they did not find other people who were in the list. They asked

us one by one questions about our interests to go to the funeral. I told them that my

parents are in Cradock and I was studying in Cradock, I knew these people. They

then assaulted me.

There was one police by the name of Wanders, who was a Ciskeian police,

from Cradock who was necklaced. They then said that I was one of the people in

Cradock who necklaced this police. They then assaulted me. After that they released

us in the morning. We were swollen. We went back home. Some of them were

arrested due to that list. I went to the doctor, because I was five months pregnant.

My legs were swollen up and I was working for Buffalo Timber. I did not go to work

on that particular day. I stayed until the time for me to give birth. I gave birth.



When my child was growing up we did not see anything wrong with this child,

but when the child started to attend school he was not grasping anything. He was

doing sub, standard A and I changed schools. I took him to Dumangeni Mental

Hospital in Queenstown to be examined. A psychiatrist was called and he said that

this situation might be caused by the fact that I was fighting with my child's, child while

I was pregnant. I then said that was not the case, but I told him the whole story. My

child's father, my child is 11 years old now. I took him to the special school in town.

He would tear up his clothes at Dumangeni Mental Hospital.

He came back at home one day and he was injured in his body. When I took

him to the clinic the nurses said that I was careless about the child. I told them that I

was working, I could not look after him all the time. In this special school here in

town they said that he got onto the tree and he fell, he broke his arm. He does

anything, he, you would get there and he would be bleeding, you will not know what

had happened. I have to look after him. If something can be done for this child. He

does anything, even to other people. I am scared that people are going to hurt him.

MS CRICHTON: Is he your only child Phumla?

MRS GXIDI: I have two children. My eldest is 25 years of age.

MS CRICHTON: And the other one is the, is this child that you have been telling us

about?

MRS GXIDI: Yes, is the 11 year old.

MS CRICHTON: I just want to ask you a couple of questions now. You said at the

time you were working for Buffalo Timber. Did you continue to work for them until

you had the child?

MRS GXIDI: I was not working there all the time. It was a part-time job.

MS CRICHTON: And until he went to pre-primary school were you unaware that

there were problems in his mental health?

MRS GXIDI: I was not aware. I thought he was just very naughty. I was told to

stop shouting at him. I must accept him as he is.

MS CRICHTON: When you consulted with the psychiatrist and he told you what he

did and then you told him the story of what had happened to you when you were taken

off that bus and the beating and assaulting that you had, was his opinion changed, what

did he say then?

MRS GXIDI: He did not say anything except that he was going to try to put him into

a special school. He took a whole lot of toys, because I told that this child was

retarded mentally. He put a whole lot of toys before him from a year old childrens'

toys. He was about eight or nine years. He left, he did not enjoy the toys that were

appropriate for his age group.

MS CRICHTON: Phumla, I think what I am trying to get at and what I want you to

answer for me is have you ever had any medical opinion given to you that the reason



why this child is as he is, is because of what happened to you when you were pregnant

on that bus?

MRS GXIDI: Well, what I told them is that I never fought with the child's father. I

told them that I had been beaten when I was coming back from Cradock. They did

not say anything after that.

MS CRICHTON: Phumla, I thank you and the last question that I need to ask you

then is I see in your statement you are asking for assistance that this child, Lwando,

will be able to attend some kind of special school and have a suitable education. Is

that your request?

MRS GXIDI: Yes, that is my request.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further you want to add to what you have said

already?

MRS GXIDI: No Mam.

MS CRICHTON: Perhaps my colleagues would like to ask some questions. Madam

Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. Are there any questions? Thank you Mrs Gxidi.

No further questions. I will ask Mrs Crichton to thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Phumla, an experience such as you had is one that will live with

you for the rest of the life, your life, not only in your memory, but also in the evidence

of your child and his condition. We thank you for coming to tell us this story. We

weep with you for what has happened, but we trust that as we move forward,

schooling will be found for him and that the Commission will be able to, through the

President's Office, assist in finding the correct place for him to grow to his full

potential. Thank you for coming.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. Thank your Mrs Gxidi. (Not translated) Mrs

Jako (not translated Advocate Ntsiki Sandi (not translated).

ADV SANDI: Thank you Madam Chair. Mrs Jako, you have a very long story. As I

look at it and the statements and conversing with you on our way to East London

yesterday. Was it in 1962 or 63?

 

MRS JAKO: 62.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested. The police were looking for your husband. Is that

so Mrs Jako?

MRS JAKO: I was not arrested in 1962.

ADV SANDI: Let me not lead you. Please tell us what happened Mrs Jako.

MRS JAKO: In 1962 I gave birth to my son, Vanele Jako, my third child after I had

miscarried. After that in December, as I had given birth to my child in July, Special

Branch officers came to my house asking for my husband. They searched my house

upside down. They did as they pleased.



ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mam, what was your husband's name?

MRS JAKO: Nkululelo Jako.

ADV SANDI: Was he a member of a political organisation?

MRS JAKO: I did not know at the time that he was a member of a political

organisation. They did not tell me why they were looking for him either. All they said

was that where they found him they were going to kill him, I will never see him again.

ADV SANDI: Did they find him?

MRS JAKO: No, he skipped the country. I got a letter after a while. He was using a

pseudonyme. Even my name was a pseudonyme. I would get letters, registered

letters with money. After a while I did not get any other letters. They eventually kept

the letters to themselves and would not give them to me. I did not have any money, I

was just sitting at home. I thought eventually that I should go look for a job. I went

to Majwalena. These Special Branch officers would come even when I was not there.

I worked there at the hospital at Majwalena.

One day, as we did not earn enough money I, we, I spoke with a friend of

mine who is referred to as my cousin. We had to go and ask for money, because we

were not earning enough. We were working for long hours. We went to ask for this

money. At the time when we were trying to talk with the workers they were

threatening us saying that they were going to lose their jobs and they were not asking

for more money. We tried to talk to them and negotiate with them. We concluded to

go to ask for more money to the people who were in authority there in the hospital.

We were told that a certain doctor was not there, Dr Jansen. He was not there and we

were going to get our answer when he returned.

The doctor returned from where he was and the secretary called us from the

office. He called all of us, called everybody. When we got to the office their secretary

said that there is a request here that you were looking for more money. People said

that, no, we were not complaining, we did not say that we want more money. The

secretary then asked is there anybody who does not want more money. Nobody

answered. He said that what we concluded is that we would increase your money

with R1,00, if I remember well.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mrs Jako, at this time you were not arrested?

MRS JAKO: No.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us about the time when you were arrested and taken to

Cambridge. When was this?

MRS JAKO: It was when I was working at the hospital, when I was arrested.

ADV SANDI: Were you arrested because of your involvement in this wage increase?

MRS JAKO: No.

ADV SANDI: Can you please tell us about the day of your arrest when you were sent

to Cambridge. Let us talk about the day of your arrest. What happened?



MRS JAKO: I was together with one lady I was working with. We just finished our

meal. We were sitting at home. They came in, they said that we were looking

Shumikazi. Because I was scared I said I am Shumikazi. I said why are you looking

for me? They said that we want you. I was wearing a nightdress at the time. They

told me to dress up. While I was trying to put on my clothes they told me to wear my

clothes quickly and they said that I was a Kaffir maid. Card was saying that.

ADV SANDI: Did you know who this man was?

MRS JAKO: Yes, people told me who this man was, because when we left my home

we met another man who was working in the hospital. He asked them where are you

taking this woman. They told him to shut up and we passed him. These were two

White men and the third one was Card. Card was driving the car. We then went to

Kwaaiman and to Umtata. It was at night at that time, it was dark. They then brought

me to Cambridge. They were hitting me and assaulting me at the time. The two

policemen who were with me at the back of the car. One of them was pressing my

breasts while I would try to car, the other one would put his hands in my mouth. We

then travelled to East London. They then detained me in Cambridge.

While we were on our way Card would say that I was going to tell them the

truth on the following day as I was lying to them. He said that I was going to tell them

where Nkululeka was. I was taken to the cell. In the morning they brought us

porridge in the cell. After that they interrogated me. Card kicked me. When I woke

up I was bleeding. I had blood all over my body. Card said that I was going to tell

him the truth. He asked me where Nkululeko was. They said that they were looking

for Nkululeko and I was not telling them the truth. I said that I did not know. I said

how could you charge me of something I do not know. I do not know where

Nkululeko was. They beat me that day and they took me back to the cell.

ADV SANDI: At the time of this assault was there, were there any other police?

MRS JAKO: Yes, there were other White and Black policemen.

ADV SANDI: Were they stopping or were they stopping Card or were they helping

him?

MRS JAKO: Yes, they were helping him. They were also assaulting me. He would

take me to one police and that police would assault me and he would take me to

another police.

ADV SANDI: When were you released in the police station?

MRS JAKO: They released me after two days. They asked me the bus fare. I told

them to take me back home, because they took me at my home.

ADV SANDI: Were you ever arrested again after that?

MRS JAKO: No, but what they would do was that they were harassing my family all

the time. Everybody who had my surname was harassed. They grandmother of the

boy behind me was not well, was harassed. They said that I got married to the, to a



cruel man. People were scared of me, they could not come near me, because they saw

police vans at home all the time. Even when I was coming from a holiday in

Johannesburg, at eight o' clock in the morning the police would be there next to my

house. I was taken as if I have done something.

ADV SANDI: You said that under this harassment and your family was also harassed.

You left this town. When was this Mrs Jako?

MRS JAKO: I went to Johannesburg in 1970 from the Transkei. I worked in

Johannesburg from 1970 until 1976.

ADV SANDI: You went to Botswana?

MRS JAKO: Yes, I went to Botswana.

ADV SANDI: Were you harassed while you were in Botswana?

MRS JAKO: No.

ADV SANDI: Where was your husband, Nkululelo Jako, the one you were talking

about?

MRS JAKO: At the time I was, I went to Botswana he met us in Botswana.

ADV SANDI: Did you go with your children?

MRS JAKO: Yes, I went with my two children. I left my younger child behind,

because that child was still very young.

ADV SANDI: At the time how old were these children, the one you took with?

MRS JAKO: The other one was ten years old and the other was 15 years old.

ADV SANDI: Where are these children now?

MRS JAKO: My one child is married in Swaziland. The other one is married. She is

in England.

ADV SANDI: You came back in 1993?

MRS JAKO: Yes, I came back in 1993.

ADV SANDI: Where are you staying now Mrs Jako?

MRS JAKO: I am staying with my cousin's child. I do not have a place to stay since I

came back. I have been trying to look for a place to stay. I am not working. I have

nothing. It is very difficult for me to get employment. I do not have a place to stay.

My husband passed away in England.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Jako, would you like to repeat your requests?

MRS JAKO: First of all, I would like my husband's bones to be exhumed. I would

like my husband's bones to be exhumed, because my husband was fighting for this

country. I would like his grave to be in this country so that people in this country can

be able to see his grave. Secondly, I would like to be helped to find a place to stay and

I would like financial assistance, because I have nothing.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Jako. I could see that that is all you have to say.

Maybe if there are any questions from my co-panellists, you will be asked questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sandi. Are there any questions?



REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson. I would like to ask Mrs Jako did you stay in

Tafalehashe in Elliotdale?

MRS JAKO: Yes, I got married there.

REV FINCA: Were you a member of PAC?

MRS JAKO: I joined PAC, but at the time I was staying in Tafalehashe I was not a

member.

REV FINCA: Who was the leader there, was it Nkululeko or yourself?

MRS JAKO: It was Nkululeko?

REV FINCA: He was the leader in PAC?

MRS JAKO: Yes.

REV FINCA: Do you have a knowledge whether a PAC had a policy? Excuse me

Chairperson. Do you have a knowledge of whether PAC had a policy to rob banks so

that it can take this money to send it so that weapons can be bought?

MRS JAKO: No, I know nothing about that.

REV FINCA: According to your knowledge, nothing like that happened or there was

no policy such as this in the PAC?

MRS JAKO: No, I know nothing about it.

REV FINCA: Thank you Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Jako, I would like to make an announcement that Mr Donald

Card, you mentioned in your testimony, sent his statement through his lawyer. He

wanted to answer and to dispute some of the allegations. Unfortunately, he is not here

as he did in the previous days. I would like to ask Mrs June Crichton to read out the

statement of Mr Donald Card.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Madam Chairperson. The statement is as follows,

"I, the undersigned, Donald John Card do hereby state

I am retired, 68 years of age, and reside at 5 Avon

Road, Woodleigh, East London.

I have been served with a notice by the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission in terms of Act 34 of

1995, wherein I am informed that one Shumikazi

Sarah Jako will be testifying before the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission and would be implicating

me. Once again, it is difficult to answer to lies when

so little information is made available to me by the

Commission.

Also, the date makes no sense because from June 1962

to 17 December 1962 I was stationed in Port Elizabeth

and did not work in this area at all. When I returned in



December 1962 I was immediately put in charge of a

serious murder case where two young girls had been

burnt to death and then in January 1963 I was sent to

Pretoria for over a month. The name Jako does ring a

bell, but I cannot remember if it was a lady from

Tafalehashe, near Elliotdale, or a lady from Zwelitsha.

Both these people were connected to a plan brought

from the PAC in exile (Lesotho) by a man by the name

of Clippard Komsana. The PAC required money and

plans were set afoot for the Good Hope Textile's

wages to be robbed, as also the Debe Neck Post

Office. Both these ladies were involved, but none of

them were assaulted by me or anyone else in my

presence. The story that they were assaulted in order

to establish where there husbands was nonsense,

because Clippard Komsana told us all about the

intended robberies, and had a message from the

husband, so there was no reason for assaulting them.

I cannot believe that the complainants speaks of other

policemen, yet only mentions my name. Why is only

my name remembered? I find it strange that a number

of people made false allegations against me and I

request the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to

investigate and to find out who is behind this whole

affair and to have those who are found to be making

false allegations charged with purgery.

Signed by Donald John Card.".

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. Mrs Jako, I hope that you have understood this

statement and you heard it. I am going to ask a question. Clippard Komsana is

mentioned here. Do you know him?

MRS JAKO: I know Komsana. After exile I was in Umtata trying to find out about

the subsidy, because I wanted a house. He took me into his car to the taxis as I had

gone to his office. As we were chatting about Card torturing people he asked me if I

remember Card speaking in Afrikaans, quoting in Afrikaans. I said I cannot

understand Afrikaans. What did Card say I asked. Card apparently was saying I

should be raped.

CHAIRPERSON: Where do you know Mr Komsana from? Did you know him prior

to your arrest or did you just meet him in Umtata?

MRS JAKO: I did not know him. I would hear of him, because he was a PAC



member. I was referred to him, because of the story about the subsidy.

CHAIRPERSON: Did you find out where he was when Card was saying you should

be raped?

MRS JAKO: Apparently he was present, but I did not ask him. I asked my daughter-

in-law. When I was leaving when we were arrested he got in. My daughter-in-law

was together with Komsana. Komsana had gone to identify him.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Jako. Thank you so much with your story. As Mr

Sandi said, it was long, and it is very painful. You were just a bride at the time. You

knew nothing about politics. You did not even know that your husband was a

member of the PAC. You have given up a lot in your life. You even left your own

home, went into exile hoping that one day you will be a free woman in your own

country. However, you came back home with no family, with no job, with no home,

you had nothing. This is very painful. Thank you for opening your heart up like this

before us. We trust that the requests that you have given us, as we are going to take

them before the President, perhaps something can be done for you. Thank you Mrs

Jako. You may take your place.

We have taken our last ladies. We want to ask for forgiveness, Mrs Priscilla

Maxongo, who was going to give a background and a summary of the struggle for

women. If we can continue tomorrow with her, because of the circumstances. I want

to thank all the women who gave themselves time to be with us here today. We thank

especially, because they came here under such circumstances in this weather,

struggling, having no electricity lost a lot of hours. However, they showed a lot of

patience, long suffering. We did not think that you would be here until this time

opening up your hearts to hear your stories. We thank you for the respect that you

have given us. We want you to know that the intention we had for today, the struggle

for liberation is usually perceived as being a mens' world, but I want you to know that

we are aware of the contribution women have had to the liberation and the struggle for

liberation in this country. Because of the way we are socialised women mostly stay at

home and look after the children, bringing up the children so that the men are able to

be out there. Unfortunately, because women are socialised to do that and as I perceive

it, it is the most important struggle. If women were not there, the children would

suffer a lot. Women tend to be altruistic in that sense.

Men, sons and husbands have lost their lives being shot in the struggle. We, as

a Commission as well, have listened mostly to men. We thought we would dedicate

this day to you so that you may tell us your stories about yourselves in your own

special day. We thank you. We want you to know that in the South African history

your stories are very important and documented so that we get all details and nothing

is hidden. We trust that as you have opened your hearts up like this, these stories will

play or contribute a lot to reconciliation in our country. However, lastly, I would like



to say we have won the struggle for liberation, but the struggle for women continues,

because we are twice oppressed. Apartheid oppressed by the police, the past regime.

Secondly, we are looked as the lower gender. We want everybody to know that

womens' rights are also human rights. Thank you very much. I am going to hand over

to Reverend Finca, telling us what is going to happen with our yesterdays witnesses.

REV FINCA: Thank you Mrs Chairperson. We said yesterday that after this hearing

we will try to continue with people left over from yesterday. However, it is rather late.

We would like to continue tomorrow. If we could start at nine o' clock tomorrow so

that at around 12 we are through. Thank you Mrs Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We close todays hearing. We will start tomorrow at nine.

------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Mncedisi Mapela.

MNCEDISI MAPELA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir. We welcome you. We hand you over to Mr Sandi who will lead you on behalf of the
Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mapela, you said that in 1964 you were arrested, tortured, interrogated
about certain matters. What, which organisation did you belong to?

MR MAPELA: The ANC.

ADV SANDI: Give us the details please about your torture at the police station. Was this at Fleet Street?

MR MAPELA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Please give us the details of your torture.

MR MAPELA: First of all, Mr Chairperson, the statement taker did not tell me what kind of evidence exactly I was
supposed to give. I was tortured because of Maziza with whom I worked. We had a tailor at Mgene. We were part
timers there. We were in different cell groups as an organisation so that if the Government arrested a certain number of
cells members, they would not know who the others were. As the police were looking for Dula Maziza, he took a New
Age newspaper that had been banned and left with it from the tailor. He closed me to close the tailor down.

The one day I was taken from work at three o' clock. I only had a shirt on. It was cold outside. I asked them to wait for
me to go get my jacket. They said, no, they are going to bring me up immediately. I said, no, I was going to fetch at
least a jersey. They said that they just wanted to find something out. It was three of them. Donald Card, Mbombo and
Chikile were the three policemen. We went to Fleet Street. When we got there I was put into an office, the office was
locked. I was told to sit down. They told me to take off my glasses, my watch. They asked me where Maziza was. I said
I did not know, because we do not stay together, we only worked together.

Chikile was standing behind me, Card was sitting at the table. I said to them you work together as well, but after work
you go to your different houses. Chikile slapped me from behind. He slapped me so hard such that my right ear is
damaged to this day. I got up, went to him and held him. I pushed him against the wall. I did not do anything to him. I
asked him why he had beat me up. He said nothing. He got loose, he opened the office door and left. He came back with
a gun and hand-cuffs. Card then said he must not bring the old hand-cuffs, but they are old ones. He left again, running.
He brought back these hand-cuffs. I refused. Donald Card punched me. I got a bit dizzy. That is when they got a chance
to hand-cuff me.

They the put me on top of a table that was as high as this one, very thick table, an antique. Card, Donald held me at the



feet and another one from the top. Chikile put his knee on my stomach and started choking me on the neck. He hit me
against the table with the back of my head. I fell on the floor, I lost consciousness. When I regained my consciousness I
tried to get up, but I could not. They kicked me. They put me back on the table. I was taken from three o' clock onto 11
o' clock they were torturing me. They would put me on the table and torture me. If you looked on my neck you would
think that a dog had beaten me. I am like this because of Chikile. He tortured me more than the White man.

He was asking me about Gloqo. I said I did not know nothing about it. He asked me about ANC. I said I knew nothing
about the ANC. He beat me up. My face was swollen, my ears bleeding, my mouth. I was bleeding everywhere. When I
would spit on the floor they would ask me if I did not see that the floor was polished. They said that they were going to
kill me if I did not divulge. I told them they must not torture me, but the man with the gun must shoot me, because they
were not going to get any information from me. They said that if the man they were looking for, they would have found,
they were going to shoot him. They were looking for weapons. They were looking for weapons.

ADV SANDI: What happened?

MR MAPELA: They stopped beating me up. They said they would leave me with one person. I would have to divulge
everything to the one person. I told them that I was not going to give any information, because I did not know anything.
The, Mombo, the other White man came, also asking for information on his own. Chikile was the third one. I spat on
Chikile. I am sorry to put it that way, but I spat on him, because he had hit me so badly. I could not speak and I could
not swallow any saliva, I was bleeding, I was all swollen up. That is why they stopped interrogating me at the time.

I was then put into yet another office. There was a bed there. Chikile slept on it. There was a window pane that was
missing. My shirt was all torn. They hung me with my arm hanging outside. They tied me to the burglar proof, to the, it
was so cold that from my head downwards on my right side I was numb. Chikile was sleeping, snoring on the bed.
Donald Card had left. In the middle of the night a CID officer came. This CID worked with the doctors that were
working with the State. I was absolutely bruised on both arms. This man left, came back with a plate, two slices of bread
and fish. I said thanks, but no thanks, because I could not swallow. He turned back with it shaking his head. He could
see that I was in the same position for hours.

Donald Card arrived. I heard someone crying out. This man would not get out of the car. It was Dula Maziza's wife. She
was six months pregnant at the time. They brought her in. They asked if they, if she knew me. She could not recognise
me for a while. She tried to look carefully. I was swollen up and had been bleeding. When she realised who I was she
cried out and screamed. She could not believe the state I was in. Card then left with her. There would be Boers coming
in and out with a gun. They would put it against my neck. I would ask them to pull the trigger. They refused. Some of
them would come and hold a knife against my neck. I would ask them to cut my head off. They would refuse.

After one a.m. Donald Card came. He said, oh Chikile, this man is still here. You have still hung him this way. Chikile
was snoring. I am sad that Chikile is not here, because he is the one who tortured me the most. Donald Card then said
this was too much. They put me down. I had been hung from the outside. You must understand, my arm was hanging
and my arm was absolutely numb by then. Chikile was crying. He, my shirt was wet because of his tears. He said I knew
what Boko was all about. Donald Card, a Boer, said that Chikile had tortured me too much. He must stop Donald Card
said. That is why Chikile stopped beating me up.

ADV SANDI: For how long were you detained?

MR MAPELA: Just that night Sir. I was released after one a.m. They gave back my spectacles and my watch. They put
me into the car. I stay in Mekene. They dropped me off halfway and they said that I must walk home. I could hardly
walk. I was kicked at the stomach as well.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to a legal representative?

MR MAPELA: Comrades said I must go to a doctor, Dr Mashlangeni, who is late. I went to him. They said that if I
want to lay charges I would have to give Dr Mashlangeni's report and then go to the State Doctor. It is he who was
going to confirm what Mashlangeni had diagnosed. I thought it was too long a process and it was going to lead me back
to Donald Card and I did not want that to happen. I therefore did not lay charges.



I forgot to add that the late Mr Mkabela, Steve Tshwete and Sparks, also Dwaba, a whole lot of them, they would go to
my house visiting me. They would say, I would hear them saying amongst each other that I was not going to survive, I
was going to die, because I could not eat, I could not swallow the food.

ADV SANDI: You are asking for medical attention. What is happening with you now health wise?

MR MAPELA: I suffered from a headache such that my right eye went blind. I was taken to Frere Hospital. At Frere I
was diagnosed of a brain tumour. I would have to be taken to Cape Town Grootte Schuur to be operated on for the brain
tumour to be removed. I, this was caused after I had been beaten up. I went to Cape Town in 1982. This brain tumour
was removed. I was given these tablets and an injection. Do you see what the price is? Tell them what the price is. Tell
them. This is my monthly treatment until I die. If I stop taking them they say I will D I E, die. They are R79,92. I take
them monthly. Every month and these are R35,09. That is an injection. It is R106,86. I take this monthly. They say that,
well, if I want to die, I can stop taking the treatment. There is a doctor that comes twice a year to Cape Town. He comes
to Frere Hospital twice a year. This I have to take. I have a headache as we speak.

ADV SANDI: You have a pension?

MR MAPELA: I was given a pension after I had been beaten up.

ADV SANDI: According to this statement that is all.

MR MAPELA: Excuse me Sir, my stomach. I had been kicked, my kidneys are damaged. I went to Intensive Care. My
wife thought I was going to die. This is all after I had been beaten up.

ADV SANDI: Perhaps there are questions from my colleagues. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton wants to ask one question. June.

MS CRICHTON: The question. I just want him to tell us the date of the torture so that we can, can I do that?

CHAIRPERSON: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: I just have one question for you Mr Mapela. I want you to tell me, for the record, the date that this
torture took place. What year was it?

MR MAPELA: I have forgotten the date.

MS CRICHTON: I am not asking you the month and the day, I am asking you the year. Was it 64 or was it 66?

MR MAPELA: 64.

MS CRICHTON: It was 64, thank you very much. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Card has given a reply. I will request Mrs Crichton to read it into the record.

MS CRICHTON: Statement,

"I, the undersigned, Donald John Card, do hereby state I am retired, 68 years of age and live at
5 Avon Road, Woodleigh, East London. I have been served with a notice by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in terms of Act 34 of 1995 wherein I am informed that between the
ninth and 12th of June 1997 one Mncedisi Mapela will be testifying before the Commission
and will be implicating me.

Once again I want to complain about the information supplied to me by the Commission as I
find it difficult to identify the persons mentioned and to reply to the allegations.



If Mncedisi Mapela is the man who worked in a tailor's shop with a Mark Maziza and who has
rimless spectacles then I believe I know who the person is. I say this because Mark Maziza ..."

excuse me,

"... is the only person with that name whom I know. In order to explain my involvement with
Mapela it is necessary to go into detail. In January 1963 I investigated a matter in Pretoria
where nine men had be arrested in Rhodesia and handed over to the South African Police,
because they were suspected of having been trained as freedom fighters.

In fact, the investigations revealed that they were trained by Russian instructors at a place
known as Dablaseur in Ethiopia. I gave this evidence in court and for the first time South
Africa had proof that ANC was working with the Russians.

This, obviously, annoyed the ANC and their committee in exile decided that I had to be
eliminated. A letter was written to the Rivonia High Command by Theunissen Makiwane, who
was then in charge of the ANC office in Dar es Salaam while Oliver Thambo was in London.
This letter was then sent to the Port Elizabeth High Command and then on to the local regional
office. Unfortunately for the ANC I had people within the organisation who kept me informed
of every move made.

The Regional Committee consisted of Malcolm S Makabela, Steve Tshwete, Ben Mashiyana,
Reginald Ndube, Washington Bonqo, Douglas Sparks and Dwaba. This Committee had a
meeting regarding the above letter and they decided to appoint a Secretariat comprising of
three men to carry out the instruction received.

This body consisted of Mark Maziza, Boyzi Gabozi and Dorrington Gabozi who twice set up
traps to lure me into areas where I was an easy target. I, however, knew of their every move
and when they complained of being short of bullets, I actually made two packets available of
different sizes. This was done in order to establish where the firearms they were going to use
on me were being stored.

After a long wait I finally recovered the firearms in Mkene Street and the owner of the house
told me who had left the firearms there and who were the same people I already knew about.".

I beg your pardon,

"... and who were the same people I already knew about. We immediately went to look for
Mark Maziza, but he was not at home nor were the two Gabozi brothers in their room. During
that day I went to the tailor shop in Cemetery Road, Duncan Village where I spoke to Mapela
who promised to let me know where Mark was if he found out. I kept on visiting the tailor shop
until Mapela asked me to please stay away as others may become suspicious.

A few days later Mapela came to my office with a written address in New Brighton, Port
Elizabeth where he said the three men were. This information he had obtained from Mrs
Maziza as her husband had contacted her. I once found Mapela at the home of the Maziza's
when I went to find out whether Mark Maziza had written to his wife. Within two years of
Maziza leaving, Mrs Maziza had a child which she said was not Mark's.

I have no idea why Mapela should want to implicate me in an assault on him on the 13th of
May 1966. By that time I believe that we already knew that Mark Maziza had been captured as
a freedom fighter in Rhodesia and had been sentenced to death. This was not carried out and
the sentence was commuted to life imprisonment and he died two years later of natural causes.
We also knew that Boyzi Gabozi had been shot and killed in Rhodesia and that Dorrington



Gabozi had become the ANC representative in East Germany, which is the last I ever heard of
him

I did not assault Mapela at any time and if Mrs Maziza says that I took her to see Mapela
beaten up then she is also lying.

Maybe the Truth Commission could look into a lie told by Steve Tshwete at the Makabela
funeral about me. Then we may find the solution. I, however, find so many allegations very
strange and one would believe that I was the only detective working at that time.

Signed by Donald John Card.".

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Again, it is a great pity that Mr Card has not availed himself for questions that the Commission would
like to pose to him on this statement, but we are grateful to him for sending it. Mr Mapela, thank you for your evidence
and having divulged everything about your health. We think that we will take your requests forward. However, as I said
to the previous witnesses, it is not within our own strength to reward you. Thank you.

MR MAPELA: This treatment is very expensive, Sir. I would appreciate your help.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: If we could change our order. If Nosipho Blossom Marwezu,

number 12, could come forward please. Nosipho, please stand up to be sworn in.

NOSIPHO BLOSSOM MARWEZU: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: We just want to clarify that the reason we called you, it is because

there is an attorney, a legal representative of an alleged perpetrator. We had given him

a notice. So I am going to ask you questions. The story you are about today is about

yourself, what happened to you on the 18th of June 1986. Is that so?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: You were seven months pregnant at that time, arrested, tortured.

Could you tell us what was happening at this time.

MRS MARWEZU: Should I start with my arrest?

CHAIRPERSON: Just before you got arrested. Why were you arrested?

MRS MARWEZU: In 1985 I was a student at Qaqamba doing my standard nine.

There were riots at Duncan Village. The police then would regularly come to my

home looking for me. I got a message that the police are looking for me. I left and

stayed at Mdantsane, NU15, with my sister. My mother said that I must just go and

surrender to the police, because she could not sleep, the police were regularly there.

They were going to arrest her if I did not give myself up to the police. I then said I

would go to the Cambridge Police Station.

Heather, my sister, said that I should go to Cape Town to my eldest sister. I

truly went to Cape Town. I stayed there in 1985. In 1986, May, I came back. I

thought that, perhaps, everything had subsided. On the 18th of June I was at home

sleeping. There was a knock at the door. It is the police. It was at about one or two

a.m. My mother opened the door. When they got in they did not say anything to my

mother. They were with a policeman who knows me, Mandisi Mbewana. They could

not see me, because I had covered myself. They said to my mother that they are going

to arrest her if they cannot find me. They then took me. However, they took my two

other brothers as well, Thembinkosi and Mbuyiseli, who is late.

I was in pyjamas. They did not even let me change. When I got outside I saw

a caspar. They put me into that caspar. It was packed with people. They were



probably going around collecting people. They took us to a place called Strongpoint

where the soldiers are in Duncan Village. The next morning we were taken to

Cambridge. The Captain asked what the charges were. This man then responded in

saying that he does not know. He was just given a list to arrest all the people. Mr

Mbewana came saying that he wants all of us at Westbank. Then there was a State of

Emergency. We were taken to Westbank.

CHAIRPERSON: Is this Mandisi Mbewana or the elder one?

MRS MARWEZU: Mandisi is the younger one who arrested me. The one who said

we must go to Westbank is the elder one. We could not even get visitors for two

months. They had arrested me, I was in pyjamas. I was using the clothes that they

provided me in prison. I was three months pregnant. Then the interrogation started.

They took us one by one to Cambridge. They asked me if I knew that COSAS had

been banned. I said yes. So they asked me why I worked for COSAS even though it

had been banned. I said I did no such. They then said that I was a member at, of

COSAS at Qaqamba. They asked if I know that the riots at Duncan Village were all

inspired by Qaqamba students. They asked who had burnt down a policeman's house.

I said I did not know.

They took me back to the cell. They called me back. I did not know I was

going to go there. I was going to Frere Hospital regularly at that time. They said that

I am supposed to go to the Frere Hospital. I told them that I had no appointment

there. Nomsa's attorney, a co-prisoner, gave me her headscarf to put on. I put it on.

They took me to Cambridge to an office there. Mr Mpumelelo Madliwa was there

and Mpumelelo Nkonzombi. They asked me who had burnt down his house. I said I

do not know. They strangled me. They pulled down my headscarf, put it around my

neck. The one pulled from the left and the other from the right. I lost all strength. I

urinated on myself. I was pregnant at the time.

They said I must tell the truth, who burnt the house down. I said it was me.

Who else? I said by myself. They told me that I was lying. They put down the

headscarf and they strangled me with their own hands. They were not beating me up,

just strangling me. What happened is that my eyes went red. They then took me to,

back to Westbank Prison. When I got there I was not taken to a cell where the others

were. I was taken to solitary confinement. My eyes were red. I saw nobody but the

police.

CHAIRPERSON: How long were you in prison by then?

MRS MARWEZU: It was around September.

CHAIRPERSON: You had been arrested in June?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: You were on your own. What happened?

MRS MARWEZU: They would take me to the Frere Hospital at the clinic there



regularly. From solitary confinement they took me to Cambridge again. A police car

came to fetch me. I got there. There were chairs outside. They made me sit there for

such a long time that I thought they had forgotten about me. After a while Mr

Mbewana said I must go into his office. He did not settle down, he just, he was

walking in and out. A White policeman called Radue came. This man bowed down,

took something from under the table then left. After a short while there was a bang. I

did not know whether I was being shot. I did not know what was happening. I just

fell down. After a long while I got up. I could see I was on my own. They came

back. They asked what it was. I said I did not know.

CHAIRPERSON: So what was the bang?

MRS MARWEZU: I do not know even to this day.

CHAIRPERSON: So when you had gotten up this policeman, Glen Henry Radue,

was not there?

MRS MARWEZU: No.

CHAIRPERSON: How did you get released? How did that come about?

MRS MARWEZU: On the sixth of December, after the bang, I was taken back to

prison. It happened that in my being shocked I started hurting, contractions. I was

then taken to hospital. I gave birth to a premature child at seven months. There was a

policeman at my side all the time. I got out, back to the prison with my child,

Thinasonke. In the morning they went, when the police would come and count us

they would take my child and bring the baby back late.

CHAIRPERSON: When did you go back to the cell?

MRS MARWEZU: After my child was five days old.

CHAIRPERSON: Where would you sleep at the cell?

MRS MARWEZU: On the floor.

CHAIRPERSON: With the baby?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: After they had taken the child do you know who looked after the

child, who fed the child?

MRS MARWEZU: No, when I would ask they would say that they would take the

child to the creche.

CHAIRPERSON: What happened eventually?

MRS MARWEZU: Until such time when they felt like releasing me they just released

me.

CHAIRPERSON: What month was that?

MRS MARWEZU: It was in 1987. I cannot remember whether it was March or

April.

CHAIRPERSON: How old was the child?

MRS MARWEZU: Three months.



CHAIRPERSON: How old were you when this all happened?

MRS MARWEZU: I was 20 years of age in 1986.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you politically active at the time?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes, I was a COSAS member before COSAS was banned and

then after that it was banned.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore, no charges were laid on you? That was the end of your

harassment?

MRS MARWEZU: They put me into a car and took me to a taxi rank. They told me

that the people that you had been arrested with were still in jail. I was the only one

who had been released. If two people come to my house and you are the third one.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore that is a political meeting and they were going to

rearrest me.

MRS MARWEZU: No, not my family members, but visitors. I would have to get

one visitor at a time. If it is two, more than one then it would be taken as I am holding

a meeting.

CHAIRPERSON: Who would take you from Cambridge?

MRS MARWEZU: There was a policeman called Solly. I do not know whether that

is his first name or his last name.

CHAIRPERSON: He would just drive you around to the places they took you to. He

never did anything to you?

MRS MARWEZU: No, he did not.

CHAIRPERSON: Who beat you or harassed you?

MRS MARWEZU: Madliwa and Nkonzombi.

CHAIRPERSON: What is his first name?

MRS MARWEZU: Both their first names are Mpumelelo.

CHAIRPERSON: These are the people who were strangling you with a head scarf?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they do anything else to you?

MRS MARWEZU: No.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore they have both strangled you and released you?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Nosipho. Perhaps there are questions from my co-

panellists. Dr Magwaza will ask just one question.

PROF MAGWAZA: Today the focus of our hearings is on how women were treated

and violated. In your case we have a typical case of a woman who was violated not

only by torture, but who was also violated by just being a woman, a woman. You say

your baby was taken away from you. You say that you were tortured when you were

pregnant, you were strangled when you were pregnant. They were almost strangling

two people not one person. How, what was your, what was the attitude of your



torturers to you when you were pregnant? Did they say any nasty things to you?

How did they treat you when you were actually pregnant, before you had your baby?

MRS MARWEZU: Yes, first of all, when I was arrested Mpumelelo Madliwa did not

know Nosipho Marwezu, myself. They asked if they had found Nosipho. Mandisi

Mbewana then said here she is. Mpumelelo Madliwa then said we have wasted a lot

of money, the Government's money has been wasted. They were using the

Government's money looking for me. He swore at me. When they were strangling me

at Cambridge he swore at me yet again, saying I am a bitch, I am going to tell the truth

whether I like it or not. I gave them the truth that was not really. I said that because I

wanted them to lay charges on me, because I had had enough of being imprisoned.

PROF MAGWAZA: So, what they said to you, something that would apply

specifically to a woman which they would not have said to a man, was that they called

you a bitch? Is that what you are saying? If you were a man they would not have said

that to you. Is it all they said to you, that is something they would have said

specifically to a woman?

MRS MARWEZU: Well, they said much more, but I cannot repeat those swear

words.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay, we respect that. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton has a few more questions for you.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Madam Chair. I just have two questions for you for

clarification, Mrs Marwezu. The first one is did you know Nkonzombi or Mbewana

before the arrest and the torture? Did you know them?

MRS MARWEZU: I knew him well. Mr Mbewana was my father's friend. He, we

were neighbours. My father called him uncle. I was born before him. I was shocked

in the way he treated me.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. My second question to you was did anybody assault

you in the presence of or with the help of Nkonzombi or Mbewana during your

detention?

MRS MARWEZU: There were other policemen from Cambridge.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know who they were?

MRS MARWEZU: Nkonzombi and Madliwa, that is all I know. I do not know the

other peoples' names.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you. I hand over to you Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON: Nosipho, thank you so much for sharing your painful story with us.

Perhaps some other people, especially people who are not women, they do not know

the significance of giving birth to a child. I do not know how it would be to give birth

to a child and have to keep that child in the first few months in prison. Your story is

very painful especially because your baby would be taken from you for the whole day.

Dr Magwaza has already said that some of us are not oppressed because we are



human beings, just mere human beings, but because we are women, but, and we, as

women, have suffered in a way that men, perhaps, can never understand and I hope

that the men in this hall are listening so that this does not happen again in future.

Thank you so much.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Norosa Yenana.
If she is not here I will call Nomakhosazana Mavubengwana. We welcome you Nomakhosazana. We will ask Reverend
Xundu to help you take an oath so that you can give us your testimony under oath.

NOMAKHOSAZANA MAVUBENGWANA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, she has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Ntsiki Sandi.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Ms Mavubengwana, how are you related to Geoff Wabena.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: He was my husband.

ADV SANDI: I can see that in your statement you are going to talk about his death in 1990. Is that correct?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, that is correct. He was shot in 1988 and he was killed in 1990.

ADV SANDI: Let us start with the issue of 1988 and then we can go to the incident of 1990.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: On the Christmas eve of 1988 he went to the Transkei together with Mr Siwisa saying that
he was going to come back at sunset. He did not come back on that Christmas eve. I got a telephone call in the morning
of the Christmas Day that he was in the Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. They were shot in NU10. I was in NU2 at home at
that time.

ADV SANDI: When they were saying that they were going to Transkei together with Mr Siwisa, was there anyone else
with them?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I do not remember, because they said to me that they were travelling together, both of
them, to Transkei.

ADV SANDI: They were going to come back on the very same day?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: They did not tell you why they were going to Transkei?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: They said that they were going to Transkei to meet a certain Mr Madigizela who was also
an attorney in Transkei, but they did not tell me the details.

ADV SANDI: This Mr Madigizela, did you know him?



MRS MAVUBENGWANA: No, I did not know him Sir.

ADV SANDI: You then heard that your husband was shot and he was in hospital?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let us continue.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: When I got to the hospital on Christmas Day I asked what happened, because when I got
there he was injured. He said that he was on his way home from NU10. They were using two cars and they were shot
before they could even get into these cars. He ran away to the neighbours trying to get help. Some of the people died in
those cars, but he survived, because he was shot in the arm and in the head. He suffered from fits.

ADV SANDI: Were there any people who were arrested concerning this attack?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I do not remember, but we did make statements, but I do not remember anybody being
arrested.

ADV SANDI: This did not go any further, this incident of 1988.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I cannot say that, because the police use to come and say that they were still investigating.
I would ask that is there anybody arrested. They would say no. I said that two people were, two people died and some
were injured, but nobody was arrested. The police said that there were no witnesses and they were still investigating.

ADV SANDI: Before we move to the 1990 incident was there, were there any suspicions about this shooting?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I got rumours that Tatu was involved in misusing the funds from ANC and I was surprised,
because I did not see him having a lot of money and I did not receive money from him. He was not working at the time.
He was belonging to an organisation, SADWU. He would go to work sometimes, but he would not go to work on other
days. I was the one supporting him financially. I was then surprised to hear that he was involved and the misuse of
funds, ANC funds.

ADV SANDI: Are you referring to the South African Domestic Workers Union?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: This Tatu you mentioned is he Geoff Wabena?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Let us now go back, let us go to 1990 on the tenth of October. What happened on this particular day?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Let me correct you. It is not ten October, it is 12 October, on a Friday.

ADV SANDI: Your statement says that it is the tenth, but I am going to rectify that mistake. Let us continue.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: He left NU2 on the 12th saying that he was going to attend a meeting as he was the
Chairperson of the ANC in NU10. He went to the doctor during the day, because he was not feeling well. The doctor
told him to sleep and to rest. I said that how can you go and attend a meeting, because you are not feeling well. He just
said that he was going to give out an agenda and he would come back. Steve Tshwete was there on that day and he said
that he was going to meet him. According to what I heard he attended the meeting. I am not sure whether the agenda
was read out or what happened, but before the start of the meeting a person came and he shot at the light. While they
were still shocked about that he shot at him. While they were still trying to find something to light people found him
lying down. They then took him to the hospital. He died on the way to hospital.

ADV SANDI: Were there any people arrested for killing Geoff Wabena?



MRS MAVUBENGWANA: No, nobody was arrested up until today.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you said that there were three attempts on his life before the 12th of October 1990?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us about these previous attempts, when and where?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: The first attempt was on the 24th of December 1988. The second one was in 1989, but I
am not sure about the month. We were coming from Transkei, we were attending a funeral there. Mr Siwisa had lent us
a car and he left me in NU10, in NU2. He then went to NU10. He said that, midnight, man came and knocked four,
three or four men knocked at the door, but I am not sure about the number. There was someone sleeping in the car. He
threw a bomb in the car, but it did not explode. It just opened a hole in the car. He survived, because he lay down. They
shot at the house and the dining-room and in the bedroom, everything was shot. He tried to save his life by crawling and
he went through the toilet. That is how he managed to escape. They shot the dog first. After that they got a chance to do
what they did.

ADV SANDI: And this incident, 1989 incident, were there any people arrested?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: No, there was no one arrested.

ADV SANDI: Was there any other attempt before this 1990 incident?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: No, except that he was not save all the time, because he would see, if he would see a car
coming, approaching him he would run away, because he was scared all the time.

ADV SANDI: You have made a request concerning this matter. I would like you to repeat this request Mam.

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I would like the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate for me the people
who killed my husband. If he did, if he was involved in the misuse of money I would like to know, because if my, my
children are asking me questions I cannot answer, because they want to know why he was killed. I cannot answer that
question and I do not know who killed him. Maybe it might happen that he misused the money of the ANC. I want to
know the truth, because it was well known in Mdantsane that he was involved in this and people said that he was an
informer, he was not trustworthy. I would like the Commission to investigate so that I can explain to my children. My
younger child was four years old at that time. I would like to teach them the right way of life.

ADV SANDI: How many children do you have and how old are they?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: The first one is 20 years old. The second one 11 years old.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Ms Mavubengwana?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Nomakhosazana, I have one question for you. Who took Geoff Wabena from the scene of the incident
to hospital?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I do not remember Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: Were there any other people who were there when your husband was shot?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, there were a lot of people. Mlulami Kova is one of them.



CHAIRPERSON: Do you have any other names you remember except Mlulami Kova?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Majajam Dingie was there.

CHAIRPERSON: Did they have any idea who shot your husband?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: They said that they did not see this person. He covered his face.

MS CRICHTON: One question.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Ms Mavubengwana, I just want to ask you one question. I see from your statement that Geoff was
involved in the establishment of a youth organisation. Now, that was not the only youth organisation at that time was it?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: There was a youth organisation at that time.

MS CRICHTON: Were there other youth organisations, different ones?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, there were other youth organisations.

MS CRICHTON: From some reading that I did I understand that there was conflict between these organisations. Is that
correct?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: So my question to you is do you feel that there might have been some kind of revenge attack on your
husband?

MRS MAVUBENGWANA: I do not really know what happened.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much for your answers. Thank your Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Nomakhosazana, you have brought a very sad story to the Commission of the way Geoff Wabena
was killed. Are you finished? You have told us how your husband was killed. A lot of people remember Geoff as a busy
person who was working very hard. That the way he died and things that were said after his death. I think these caused a
wound in you and your family. I think the Commission has to make a request to those people who were close to Geoff
to come forward. As you have already said, if he did something to the organisation he was working for and if a decision
was taken to kill him that must be known. If there was conflict we have to know, that if this was done by the police the
truth has to come out. People are saying different things about Geoff. As a result of that we do not know whether he was
a leader to be respected in Mdantsane or he was killed because he have done something wrong. We would like that to be
clarified and we have seen that this affected you very, this affected you. We would like all the people who have a
knowledge about this to come forward so that we can find out the truth. Thank you for coming forward, for having the
strength to tell us this sad story and we hope that people will come forward so that we can get some answers concerning
this matter. Thank you Nomakhosazana.

------------------------------
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OPENING PRAYER

CHAIRPERSON: We will call Priscilla. Priscilla, I have forgotten your surname.

MS MAXONGO: I am Maxongo, Maxongo.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Priscilla. Thank you for coming here and give us

few words about the struggle of women in this region. We could not get anyone,

because we knew, we know that you have played a leading role in that struggle. I will

now hand over to you to give us your statement.

MS MAXONGO: Thank you Reverend. Let me greet you Reverend and people in

the panel together with everybody present here. I would like to thank this opportunity,

I was given this opportunity after Sisan Jikilane, who was testifying here, he was my

leader in the trade union. Chairperson, I am not going to say a lot, but I will just tell

you briefly what happened. I am worried, because I was supposed to testify yesterday,

but because of the situation here in Mdantsane I could not testify yesterday. My

speech would make sense if I testified yesterday, because yesterday was women's day.

Women in South Africa have struggled. That is what I wanted to say yesterday. I

wanted to clarify this.

Women were involved in the struggle. They started in the bus boycott and in

the trade unions. Because it was very difficult for us to be involved in the struggle we

had to form different other organisations. We did not want to depend on the trade

union only. We formed our own committees. We were going to be joined to the

community organisations. We started with UWO, United Womens' Organisation,

which was a national organisation. We worked together with the trade union, because

we were also workers. We wanted to be liberated. This is, this was our strategy. We

continued as UWO as women and we supported the bus boycott.

At that time in the Committee of Ten, I was one of the members. There were

only two women in that committee. Eight of the other members were men. We

continued in this committee. I am not, I do not want to talk a lot about the bus

boycott, because Sisan has already given you that information, but what I would like

to say is that we were fighting against the increase of five cents. They called it 11%.

We as workers, we were not aware of this 11%, but we found out that the difference



was five cents. People were killed, Chairperson. I am here today, because I want to

testify on that. People were shot. I heard about this while I was in prison, because in

1983 I was detained in NU1.

The bus boycott started on the first of July. On the second day people were

supporting the bus boycott and the leaders of that bus boycott were detained. The

aim, Chairperson, was that as the leaders were being detained people would go and

use the busses, because they thought that the leaders were the ones stopping people

from using busses. We were detained as members of the Committee of Ten in NU1

together with other members of SAWU, who were suspected to be the ones

supporting the bus boycott. People were strong and they knew where we were

detained. The police would come to our cells, Chairperson. They would tell us that

the bus boycott was over. I would say that, we would say that they were not telling us

the truth.

I was amongst these men. Everybody who was a leader was arrested at that

time. Chairperson, we were inside at the time. I would like to repeat that people

supported the bus boycott. The leaders were all inside, they were arrested. I became

ill in the prison cell. After I ate my meal, as the detainees, as detainees we would eat

food from different hospitals and on this particular day all the leaders were there and

Tangana was also there. After we had our meal, Chairperson, there was chaos. We

wanted, everybody wanted to go to the loo after we had this meal. Because we were

more than 15, because Comrades were more than 15 in the cell they would go to one

loo. Fortunately, I was alone in the cell. I became ill and they decided to take me to

hospital. In hospital my family members were not allowed, because I was a detainee,

but the workers would come to visit me in hospital and they would want information

of whether there are any leaders who died there.

Chairperson, as the Committee of Ten we were disturbed, because people

were being shot outside and some of them disappeared. Today, on behalf of the

Committee of Ten, when I am concluding the bus boycott issue, I would like to say the

victims family members of the bus boycott massacre would not be satisfied,

Chairperson, unless someone would come forward to tell us what happened, because

if you are a leader and such incidents are happening, you are also affected. The people

who were against our organisation said that we were the ones who made people killed.

When I am concluding the bus boycott issue I would like to ask the Committee to

persuade the perpetrators to come forward to tell the truth so that the victims and their

family members can be satisfied. They must come here and apologise and I would like

the Commission to speak to the President so that we can have projects in our area and

people can get pension grants. It is difficult for the victims, those who were injured to

get the grant. If the Commission can help them so that they get the pension grant.

The Commission can come to us and ask the names of these people. We do have



records although they were burnt down when SAWO offices were burnt down.

Chairperson, I would also like to talk about the struggle of school children

especially what happened in Mdantsane in 1986. We were different structures and we

were trying to discuss this. Women organisations were there. We had women's

organisations which were strong in East London. We also had an, DUWEL

organisation and ELWA, East London Womens Association and Democratic Union of

Women of East London. These two organisations would be present when

negotiations took place.

In 1986 we were harassed as women. In all the mentioned occasions women

were the ones who were harassed the most. In the case, in the incident of bus boycott,

in 1983 I was in hospital. I was assaulted in the police station in NU1. In 1984 I went

back to hospital for six weeks, because I was also assaulted. I think I was assaulted,

because I had connections with the ANC and it was banned at that time. Members of

the Committee of Ten were harassed by the people, because people said that these

members sold me out. I use to go to Lesotho. We did not want the bus boycott to

have anything to do with the ANC. I denied everything and I denied the evidence by

the police.

They then assaulted me. I urinated myself and my ears were burning. They

put a tube. This was used by the Security Branch when a person would be

interrogated. They would tie this tube in your neck so that you could not breathe.

They would say to you if you want us to put, to take off this tube, you will tell us the

truth and tie, the tube was tied in your neck. The police would say that if you are

ready to tell us the truth, raise your hand. After five minutes I would raise my hand

and say, yes, I am going to tell you the truth and they would take off this tube. I

would say, yes, I am going to tell you the truth. I do go to Lesotho and I come back.

What else do you want? I am not going to, I do not want to talk more about that.

At that time I was a leader, but I would like to tell you what the police use to

do to us. I was imprisoned with my friend Mtze, it was four of us in totality. We were

woken up early in the morning by the prisoners to be interrogated at unit one,

Mdantsane. The interrogation was led by White men. The team was led by Charles

van Wyk. There was a whole lot of them. So therefore the team that was torturing us

and the team that was interrogating us was different. They therefore had particular

specific job to beat people up, to torture people. This is the Black people, our own

people that were torturing us. When I had urinated on myself, all wet, I woke up from

that, my tracksuit was wet as well.

They sent in my friend, Mtze, so that I could see how much he had been

beaten up. He said to us if you continue not to divulge the truth you are going to die

here. He said to me that Mtze was beaten up, because I was not divulging anything. I

saw that they would say that they would beat us up until we mess on ourselves. My



friend had messed on himself, I noticed. I said to him that perhaps we should tell them

everything, but we decided not to. We said to them that they must beat us up to

death, it is alright. He said the same thing. I would hear him screaming, crying from

next door and he would hear me as well. These were huge, hefty men that were

beating us up, you must realise.

Mr Chairperson, Madam Chair, the most important thing I want to say about

women's struggle for liberation. Nhononho ...

CHAIRPERSON: Excuse me, because we did not get a statement we did not know

that you would mention peoples' names. It is my job to warn you that this is not

according to our procedures.

MS MAXONGO: Reverend, people were beaten up. It was painful. Women cried

out, they screamed, but there was no mercy. You would think that when a woman

cries out, praying, mercy would be found. We prayed, but got no mercy. I was also

beaten up Mr Chairperson. I was beaten up such that I had a terrible wound on my

head that I was temporarily blind. The women stood strong. The car I was driving

was packed with women. When we were next to Elwoody with women bleeding, the

traffic cop stopped my car. The traffic cops stopped our car. They said that I did not

have a licence. I told them I had a learner's licence. They said that I could not do that.

I told them that we were bleeding, injured. They refused. We got out as women,

pushed them out of the way and got back to the car and we told them that they would

get us at the hospital. As women we were very oppressed. Our rights were violated,

but we got to the hospital.

Mr Chairperson, I said that I was not going to be long. I just wanted to reveal

that as women we contributed to the struggle. I want to request the Committee,

however, that, well it is going to take a report before the President, especially in

connection with the bus boycott victims, something should be done for the people.

People's families, children belonging to the victims. There should be some form of

fund to educate, to pay for their education. We would appreciate that peoples' bodies

be exhumed and people be given their full rights to bury their own people that

disappeared. Children that were injured, most of them were not able to continue with

their education. These are the battles of COSAS. They should be, people should

endeavour to help these people.

I went to the Border Training Centre and found out that if the Government

would help certain organisations and women so that people could be trained. There

are knitting machines, sewing machines and there are other ways to help people

especially with their skills so that people can forgive and people can let go of the

bitterness they feel towards Sebe's regime.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Priscilla. We know that you could continue the whole

day.



MS MAXONGO: It is exactly so Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: You speak as a woman who did not read about the womens

struggle in the newspapers, but who lived it. You were in an out of detention cells

quite a number of times during the struggle for liberation. Your requests before the

Commission that womens' projects be looked at closely and also thanking, in a way, a

token thanking them for their contribution to the struggle. Thank you Priscilla. We

need a copy of your statement so that we have it in our record, because I do not think

you read everything that you wrote. Thank you. You may step down.

MS MAXONGO: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

------------------------------
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OPENING PRAYER:

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. We are starting our hearing of the third day. We thank those who were patient from
yesterday when we did not finish our list. We will first hear those people and then we will start with today's programme
after that. If Ms Maya could read us the order of the day.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I am going to read a list of people that are going to appear before the Truth
Commission. I will read from, that we did not finish from yesterday. Reading the witnesses name, the victim, the
incident and the place of the incident, also the year of the incident. Mandla Tobezweni will be talking about himself,
tortured in Mdantsane in 1987. Mandla Engelani talking about himself, severely ill-treated in East London in 1985.
Mxolisi Monakali will be talking about himself, attempted murder, Mdantsane, 1981. Christian Peter Meyer will be
talking about Leon Lionel Meyer and Jacqueline Anne Quinn who were killed in Lesotho, 1985. Joseph Cochran will be
talking about himself, ill-treated in East London in 1989. Nomakhosazana Mavubengwana will be talking about Geoff
Meke Mabena, killed in East London in 1988, requested if she could speak today.

Today's list, Bongani Nondula will be talking about himself, tortured in Mdantsane in 1977. Nomvuyiseko Forosi will
be talking about herself, tortured in Mdantsane in 1977. Mtutuzeli Sibewu will be talking about himself, ill-treated in
Mdantsane, 1978. Michael Nothwala will be talking about himself, severely ill-treated in Mdantsane in 1977. Philda
Nomvula Roxiso will be talking about Deliswa Roxiso, killed in Mdantsane in 1981. Nokama Violet Njoli will be
talking about Princess Njoli, killed in Mdantsane in 1988. Galelekile Ngaki will be talking about himself, tortured and
severely ill-treated in Zwelitsha, 1977 to 1991. Zweliyazuza Gwentshe will be talking about Mzwandile Gwentshe who
was tortured on Robben Island in 1964 and Alcott Skwenene Gwentshe who was will killed in East London, 1965.
Amos Diko will be talking about himself, severely ill-treated and his property destroyed in East London, 1985. Vuyani
Mngaza will be talking about himself, tortured and ill-treated in East London from 1963 to 1967. Mncedisi Mapela who
will be talking about himself, tortured in East London, 1964. Sthembiso Zorro Njoli will be talking himself, severely ill-
treated in Duncan Village, 1990. Trayishile Samuel Zwelibanzi will be talking about himself, severely ill-treated in
Zwelitsha, 1984. Mike Basopu will be talking about himself, severely ill-treated. Vuyani Sokupa will be talking about
himself, severely ill-treated in Mdantsane. Shumikazi Sara Sijako will be talking about herself, tortured in East London,
1963. Thank you Mr Chairperson. That is all.

CHAIRPERSON: We are going to remember those who passed on. If we could get up please. Deliswa Roxiso, Princess
Njoli, Alcott Skwenene Gwentshe, Qolwana Pali may they rest in peace and give them eternal light, Lord. Amen. I
would like to read the alleged perpetrators names. The notices I have here of submissions. Donald Card is going to give
a statement. He does not want to appear before the Commission. This is in connection with Zweliyazuza Gwentshe,
Vuyani Mngaza. Donald Card also connected to Vuyani Mngaza, number ten. He does not want to appear before the
Commission about that matter either. Also Donald Card alleged perpetrator Mncedisi Mapela. He is going to give a
written statement there as well.

Also alleged perpetrators were Shumikazi Sara Sijako is concerned, going to give a written statement there as well. If



there are people who would like to appear before the Commission who had Section 13 notices, please come and
approach the panel. We will try to accommodate you. Christian Peter Meyer please.

REV XUNDU: Can I swear the witness in Mr Chairperson? Christian Peter Meyer, will you stand up please.

CHRISTIAN PETER MEYER: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. He has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you Mr Meyer for coming. I understand that you need to go back to school quickly and we
will ask Mr Ntsiki Sandi to direct to you a few questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Meyer, you have made a request to appear before this Commission and talk
about Leon Lionel Meyer and Jacqueline Ann Quinn. Is that correct?

MR MEYER: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: Can you say briefly what is the relationship between yourself and these two people?

MR MEYER: Yes, Leon Meyer is my brother, my late brother, who died in Lesotho in 1985. He was married to
Jacqueline Anne Quinn in Lesotho. She was a teacher in Lesotho at the time. He was a MK member and I think his
status was a political commissar and a commander in Lesotho.

ADV SANDI: I understand you have prepared a statement which you will read today as your submission. Is that
correct?

MR MEYER: That is correct Commissioner.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a copy for yourself, of that statement?

MR MEYER: I do have one.

ADV SANDI: Can I now give you an opportunity to go through that statement?

MR MEYER: Yes Sir.

"I wish to testify before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission about my late brother, Leon
Meyer's early life and events leading to his leaving the country, his life in exile, his
assassination in exile and the consequences of his untimely death. I am aware, Commissioners,
of the fact that the Truth Commission Special Report of 16 June 1996 as well as my sister,
Dawn Botha's, testimony on 13 August 1996 contains detailed reports of events leading up to
and until the death of Leon Lionel Meyer.

An earlier detailed account of my brother's activities states clearly that he was definitely
regarded as an enemy to the apartheid regime. My late parent's house was frequently visited
and on some occasions searched by the East London Security Branch policemen. They would
then parade in an intimidating manner in Melbourne Road, Buffalo Flats where we resided,
wearing camouflage uniforms and waving heavy calibre weapons.

A 15 year old pupil subjected to such inhuman treatment bears testimony to the motives of the
previous regime. As was mentioned in previous testimonies, Leon was regularly interrogated
and detained without charge and/or trial by the East London Security Branch. This continuous
harassment including threats by the Security Police resulted in him and Cliffie Brown leaving
the country and becoming an ANC exile in Lesotho on completion of his matric exam in 1978.

With Leon temporarily out of reach of the Special Branch the harassment of my parents, who



were both suffering from Cancer at the time, took on a new dimension. Intimidation in the form
of early hour visits at my parent's home seemed to be the order of the day. This action proved
extremely successful as it led to less frequent visits by visiting family members who were
subjected to the same harassment.

Despite all these negative and demoralising actions of the Special Branch, our parents
continued to be mentally strong. Through their example we remained focused and refused to
submit to the Security Branch and harassment at Maseru Bridge border post on our numerous
trips to Maseru. We stood firm and fearlessly, withstood allegations such as collaborating with
communists and terrorists from the security policemen stationed at the Maseru Bridge border
post. We were often asked why we kept on crossing the Maseru Bridge border post when we
knew exactly what treatment lies in store for us.

Honourable Commissioners, I wish to mention the names of people who can vouch for what
we went through during our visits to Lesotho. Mrs Phyllis Naidoo, a truly comforting friend of
my mother's who my mother knew personally and who often corresponded with my mother
when she was in exile in Lesotho and London. Mr Andile Ngcaba, present Director-General of
Post and Telecommunications and a great family friend. Major Winston Harper and his wife,
Sandy, who were also warm and comforting to my family on our trips to Maseru.

Allow me to bring to your attention, honourable Commissioners, that on the day of my father's
burial on 28 May 1983, a strong police presence outside our house was noticeable. Some of
which actually succeeded in invading our house and disorientating mourners. An even larger
contingent policemen were visible at the grave-site on the same day. It was clear to me that our
misery was intensifying. They could well have thought that Leon would make his appearance
at the funeral.

The 1982 raid into Lesotho by the South African Defence Force troops resulted in the death of
a number of exiles as well as Lesotho citizens. Leon miraculously escaped death during that
raid.

Two years after this raid his daughter, Phoenix, was born. She was named after the mythical
bird, Phoenix, meaning or symbolising rising from the ashes or to rise from the ashes.

My mother passed away on July 1985. Leon and his wife were soon to follow five months later
during that fateful 20 December raid in Lesotho. A friend and border at Leon's and Jackie's
place, Mr Vivian Matthee from Cape Town, using the MK name of Trevor, was also killed
earlier the same evening. We were informed of the tragic death by the Principal of the high
school where Jackie was a teacher.

Upon hearing the sad news I arranged to travel to Lesotho. I was not harassed at all when I
entered the RSA side border post at Maseru Bridge which was unlike what happened on our
previous visits to Maseru. When I arrived in Maseru I immediately identified myself to the
police of Lesotho who accompanied me to the house where the massacre took place. The house
reeked of raw blood and human tissue was lying all over the place. I was overwhelmed by the
unpleasant smell and blood spattered walls.

The Maseru Police then took me to the lady who was awakened by Leon as he crashed through
the patio door and fell to the ground, blood pouring from his wound in the lower left abdomen.
The police allowed me to question the lady who described to me how he smashed through the
patio door with his boots calling out in an ailing voice, we have been attacked by the Boers.
They killed my wife. Please call an ambulance. The pain is unbearable, give me some
painkillers.

In Pretoria News 17 September 1979, 1996 Eugene de Kock disclosed the following.



"The instruction for the December 1985 raid in Lesotho was given by Brigadier
Willem Skoon and approved by, the then Prime Minister, P W Botha as well as
Police Commissioner Johan Coetzee and General Johan van der Merwe. Whilst de
Kock and Nortje attacked the first house, the other bandits proceeded to Leon and
Jackie's house. Jackie opened the door after she presumably recognised the voice
of the police agent who led the squad to their house. Jackie grabbed the gun barrel
and was shot by him. The two operatives then shot Leon and thereafter locked
Phoenix and her Black child minder up in a room.".

"This statement contradicts the lady from the lady in whose house Leon died. After the raid the
killers proceeded to Ladybrandt from where they informed the police about Phoenix. De Kock
also acknowledges that each member of the hit squad received a Police Star Award for bravery
from General Basie Smit.

Warrant Officer Willie Nortje, former member of the police hit squad based at Vlakplaas,
testified the following under oath to Gauteng Attorney-General Dr Jan de Oliviera.".

"The raid was planned and co-ordinated by Colonel Eugene de Kock, Commander
of Vlakplaas. They were assisted by a police agent who stayed amongst ANC
members in Lesotho. Intelligence sources within ANC ranks identified the police
agent as Macascow, a brother-in-law to a MK soldier by the name of Dick.".

"This information was given to me by an ANC source in Lesotho at the time.

The other Vlakplaas hit squad members involved were Steve Bosch, Wessens Guide, Snor
Vermeulen and an unknown number of askaris. The following Ladybrandt security policemen
were also involved. Joe Koetzer, Anton Adamson and Doe Willemse. Nortje claims that
Koetzer, Adamson and the police agent were responsible for the murder of Leon and his wife.
Nortje further states that all policemen involved in the raid received the Police Star for bravery
from General Johan van der Merwe. De Kock claims that General Basie Smit allocated the
awards.

Given that high profile State security agents like de Kock are on record as having said that the
then South African Government was directly involved in the Lesotho raid, the raid had been
sanctioned by senior SAP officers, Generals and Government officials, an agent within the
midst of the ANC in Lesotho played a major role in the whole scenario, agent known in certain
intelligence circles as Macascow, I, Chris Meyer, brother of the late Leon Meyer, a brother-in-
law to Jacqueline Quinn-Meyer and uncle to Phoenix and, lastly, a South African citizen
committed to peace and reconciliation, humbly urge the Truth and Reconciliation Committee to
establish why nobody ever mentions the name of the police agent, interview the woman who
informed the police about the killing of Leon and his wife, contrary to what de Kock would let
us believe, that he phoned Maseru police from Ladybrandt, supposedly informing them about
the orphaned child, trace the link that de Kock and his bandits had with Lesotho and find out
from him about the Lesotho raid and any other activity or involvement in these acts.

Lastly, I would like to point out to the honourable Commissioners, everybody present and
South Africa as a whole that the requests I have made here are not driven by vengeance or a
desire for revenge, as a point of departure, it should rather be seen as a quest for reconciliation
which is truly possible with full disclosures.".

I would like the Commission to allow me to add something onto this testimony, if possible.

ADV SANDI: You may proceed and do so. Thank you.



MR MEYER: Thank you Commissioner. The question I would like to ask is why were these people not tried in South
Africa, all the members that were involved in the hit squad activities. I understand that Eugene de Kock was tried for
other atrocities in Pretoria and then we have not noticed that the perpetrators had shown any remorse for what they did
during those raids, the raid in Maseru and, furthermore, honourable Commissioners, I would like to know if it is by any
means possible for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to establish whether there is an extradition agreement with
Lesotho and find out whether this, these people can stand trial in Lesotho for what they did. They, according to my
opinion, they completely disregarded Lesotho as a Sovereign State and they grossly violated the human rights of that
country. I thank you Commissioners.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Meyer. You have prepared a very detailed and thought provoking submission. I have got
no questions to ask you. Maybe my colleagues would like to ask you some questions for clarity in regard to one point or
another. Thank you Mr Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Meyer, thank you very much for appearing before the Commission today and for taking our eyes
and our minds back to this event that struck the whole world, really. You have related the story again with dignity and
have given us all the details and you have raised at the end of your statement very difficult questions which the
Commission must try and address. I have been particularly touched by your last paragraph where you say that you are
not being driven by vengeance and a desire for revenge, but you are gladdened to coming before the Commission,
because you have got this quest for real reconciliation, which real reconciliation can come out with full disclosure of the
truth. You have touched us and I suppose that all who have listened to you this morning are going to be equally, are
being equally touched by the spirit in which you have made your submission. I do not know whether we will be able to
find out the whole truth, but at least you have challenged us and those who come before the Amnesty Committee on
these matters will no doubt have to face the points that you have raised here and they have to take them into
consideration when they come before the Commission. Thank you very much Mr Meyer and thank you for the spirit in
which you have made your submission. Thanks.

MR MEYER: Thank you.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Our second witness Noxolo Mjila, please come forward. Your

sister, Thembisa Mjila, Thembisa Siwale, can also come forward. Please stand up so

that we can take an oath.

NOXOLO MJILA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.

THEMBISA SIWALE: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will now hand over to Dr Magwaza who will lead

you with questions.

PROF MAGWAZA: If you could forgive me please. I will speak in English. Thank

you very much Noxolo and Thembisa for having come forward today to share your

story and your experiences. We welcome you. Noxolo, could you tell us what

happened on the 28th of January 1993.

MRS MJILA: On the 28th of January 1993 I was with my sister at home, because my

husband was working at night on that day. A day before I spent a night alone. This

day I asked my sister to come and stay with me, because I was scared at night alone.

Three young men came on this particular day. One of them stood on the left side and

the other one on the right side and the other one in the middle. It was in Summer in

January. It was about eight o' clock at night. We were listening to a story in the radio.

When these people entered our yard I went to them asking them whether I can help, I

help them. The other one on the left side said that we are looking for your husband. I

said do you know him, because I did not know these people. They said that we are

looking for your husband. I said do you know the person you want? This man said

that he is my friend, I am from NU5. I said he was not there. He asked me where he

was. I said he was just around the area.

I was very scared of these people. It was clear that they were up to

something. I thought that they wanted money or something or they wanted to rape us.

I was scared of them, because of the way they dressed. The two of them had, were

wearing balaclavas. The other one was wearing a navy jacket. Their hairs were

dreadlocked. I said my husband was around the area and it is strange that you say that



you are his friend, because I knew all my husband's friends. I wanted to close the door

and this man took out a gun and he pointed me with the gun. He then shot me in the

shoulder and I felt pain in my arm. We ran to the bedroom and my sister also followed

me.

They entered the house whilst we were still trying to close the bedroom door.

We were crying, calling out for our neighbours. We were asking for forgiveness from

them, but they were just shooting the door and he shot me again in the arm as we were

trying to close the door. My sister was also shot. Three bullets in the liver, the other

one in the thigh. I lost strength, because I was shot. I thought that I was going to die.

They then went through the bedroom saying that we had ADM weapons in the house.

The other one got into my bed. There was a suitcase on top of the wardrobe. I had a

comforter in that suitcase. They were looking for these weapons, but they did not find

them in the suitcase.

At that house, my house was empty, because my daughter-in-law just moved

out. They did not see these weapons. I gave them the keys so that they can search the

house. They said to me you are going to tell us where your husband is. They dragged

me and I lost consciousness at that time and I regained consciousness outside.

PROF MAGWAZA: Thank you very much Noxolo for your quite horrendous

experience. Thembisa, is there anything you want to add to what Noxolo has said?

MS SIWALE: Yes there is. When we were in the bedroom and they had closed the

door they forcefully entered. Perhaps I should start back from the door. I saw

someone there, someone I worked with at the company chemical, member of the

union. When I saw him I was hopeful, thinking that he would help. However, he had

forgotten my face. He could not recognise me. He is the one who got on the bed and

looked on top of the cupboard and said here these weapons are, these ADM weapons.

He then pulled Lindelwa out. I know that man, I am not doubting, I could point him

out. There is nothing more I would like to say.

MRS MJILA: There is something I would like to add. After we had come back from

the hospital the police said they could not take a statement, because I was in pain.

They then came to my house, took a statement. A few days later the Mayor, Lulamile

Nazo, came. He was not yet a Mayor then. He was together with Bonakele. He said

that this case should not be taken to the police as yet. They are first going to

investigate why this man shot us. They then said they would come back and tell us,

giving us feedback. We waited for their response, for their feedback they had

promised. My father tried to phone Bonakele wanting to know what was going on.

We were still in pain. There was nothing we could do about it. Bonakele said

we should go to the police. He did not give the reasons as they had promised. We

were not connected to ADM at all. Both my husband and I were not members of

ADM. We were not members of any organisation. The police handling the case,



Mqombothi, when my father went to him he said that these are cadres that he was

dealing with. We lost hope. If a policeman was, if a policeman was tentative in

helping us then and fearful, there is nothing we could do for ourselves. Our lives have

changed. I am fearful. If I am in my home I have to lock the doors all the time. When

I walk around I am scared, because I do not know what they wanted. I do not know

whether they are still watching me. In my heart I think that they still want to murder

me. That is all.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay, thank you very much. I will just ask a few clarifying

questions. Can you tell us a bit what this ADM was?

MRS MJILA: I do not know what ADM stands for. However, I know that it was an

organisation that was present here in Ciskei.

PROF MAGWAZA: You are saying that before these people came to your house,

you were already scared and you asked your sister to be with you. What was making

you so fearful? Were you already suspecting that people would come into your

house?

MRS MJILA: As I requested my sister to come stay with me, the reason behind that

was that I was not use to being on my own. My husband was on night shift that

particular night. I would ask anyone to come and spend the night with me.

Sometimes my cousin if I was alone, just to talk to.

PROF MAGWAZA: Yes, okay. Were you members of any organisation or was your

husband a member of any organisation, political organisation? Was he involved in

politics?

MRS MJILA: No Mam.

PROF MAGWAZA: No. Nobody in the family? You, the people who assaulted

were ANC members. Is that right?

MRS MJILA: Yes.

PROF MAGWAZA: How did you identify them?

MRS MJILA: My sister recognised the one, a man she had worked with. Then I just

put two and two together, because this man worked for COSATU.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay. One last question. What do you expect the Commission

to do for you, both of you, and your sister? What are you expecting from the

Commission?

MRS MJILA: If the Commission could investigate what, exactly what these people

wanted from me, because I am not a member of any political organisation. There were

three men. I want to know who they are. It is difficult, the Law must prevail, the Law

must take over. Thirdly, I am injured as a result of the attack. My arm cannot

function well. It is partially paralysed. I cannot work properly. There is a pipe, there

was a pipe inserted inside of me. I have a synthetic pipe to help the functioning of my

veins to my heart. My life changed after the incident. If, somehow, the Commission



could help me. I want to go back to school. I have a child. My husband works at a

factory. He cannot financially support the entire family well enough.

 

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay, one more short question for you Thembisa. You

sustained six bullet wounds. How is your condition and what did you expect from the

Commission?

MS SIWALE: I frequently have to go to the hospital. It is the bullet that got my liver

that damaged my system the most. I have to go to the hospital most frequently. My

intestines get wound up and entangled. Also, my left hand does not function well. I

have a weak leg. I also have a child. I am a single parent. My child's father passed

away. It is difficult to get a job because of this operation.

PROF MAGWAZA: I understand your situation is a difficult one. We will take your

request and take it seriously Thembisa. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs June Crichton has a few questions before you take off your

headphones.

MS CRICHTON: Actually just one question for Thembisa. Thembisa, you were

quite clear that you identified the one member of that group of three. Now, at the time

you were living in NU3. The incident happened in NU3 where your sister lived. You

are now, I see, are living at NU2. Do you still see this man that you named in your

statement?

MS SIWALE: No, that was the last time I saw him, the day of the incident.

MS CRICHTON: So as far as you know he is not resident in Mdantsane anymore?

MS SIWALE: He stays in Sipoenzani. He was never a Mdantsane resident.

MS CRICHTON: Do you know what kind of work he was doing?

MS SIWALE: He worked in a factory.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Thembisa.

 

CHAIRPERSON: One question for you Noxolo. Your husband also knew the other

man that Thembisa recognised. Let, I am trying to get clarity. How does he know this

man? Does he know them?

MRS MJILA: He actually said he does not know any of the men.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there a court case?

MRS MJILA: A policeman recently came saying he is going to investigate the matter.

I had gone to the police station. I told them that I had laid charges in 1993, but

nothing had been done. However, a certain policeman said he is going to investigate

the matter. He tried, but the case was closed.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will hand over to Dr Magwaza to conclude.

PROF MAGWAZA: Again, thank you very much for coming forward. This is one

situation where you became victims in circumstances where you were not involved at



all, but nevertheless I think the cause of your strength, your courage, you came out

that experience together. To see you today functioning as you are is a clear sign that

whatsoever those people wanted to do to you did not succeed. I always want to

emphasise the strength. I know you have suffered a lot. You cannot work well and

function as well as you did before, but I want to say to you in my own mind you are

still very strong people to have come through that experience and to be sitting like this

today. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We will go, proceed with the next witness.

------------------------------
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
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NAME: REGINA NONTSIKELELO MNGADI

NOSIPHO LOLIWE

SPONGILE MANENSA

CASE: EC0260/96PLZ - MDANTSANE

EC0181/96ELN - MDANTSANE

DAY: 4

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: We would like
Nontsikelelo Mngadi to come forward. Nosipho Loliwe and Spongile Manensa. We welcome you. We will ask the
Reverend to take, to help you take an oath.

REGINA NONTSIKELELO MNGADI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV FINCA: Thank you Mrs Mngadi. You have taken an oath. You are going to tell us your testimony under oath.

NOSIPHO LOLIWE: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV FINCA: Mrs Loliwe, you have taken your oath and you will testify under oath.

SPONGILE MANENSA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV FINCA: Thank you Mam. You are going to testify under oath.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Reverend. Mrs Mngadi, Mr Ntsikelelo will lead you with questions.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Chairperson. Let us start with Mrs Mngadi. When I am looking at your statement I see that in
1978, 1983 and 1986 you were arrested by the police and imprisoned in Port Elizabeth. Is that correct?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: At the time of these arrests you will be detained at North End Prison. Is that correct?

MRS MNGADI: I was detained in North End Prison in 1986. In other occasions I would be detained in the Charge
Office.

ADV SANDI: When you would be detained you would be tortured and assaulted by the police?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let us talk about 1978. Briefly, you say that you were detained for three months. Where were you
detained?

MRS MNGADI: I was detained at New Brighton Police Station. I was then transferred to Zakele Police Station. The



reason for this detention was that they were looking for my sister's child who was a member of COSAS at that time. The
police knocked at the door at night looking for Leroy. I said that I do not know where Leroy was. They went out, they
came back again asking who Nontsikelelo was. I said I was Nontsikelelo. They told me to get dressed and to go with
them. One of the police said that he was Mr Nkomane, the one who was leading them. They took me to New Brighton
Charge Office. They asked me where Leroy was. I said I do not know. They said that I was going to tell them. They put
off the light. They then assaulted me with their sjamboks and with batons.

ADV SANDI: Who was assaulting you?

MRS MNGADI: I could not see, because it was dark. The light was off. Everybody was hitting me. I tried to cover my
face. They then hit me all over my body. After that they asked me where Leroy was. I said stop. They stopped. They
asked where my sister was staying in Uitenhage. I told them. They went to Uitenhage together with myself. We did not
find Leroy in Uitenhage and Leroy was with another lady. They were on their way to Port Elizabeth. The police told me
that they are going to keep me in prison until I tell them where Leroy was. I was in New Brighton Police Station. They
did not want my family to visit me. I was in detention for three months.

I was then transferred to Kwakakele Police Station. They said to me they were going to give me their telephone
numbers. If I saw these children I would, I was supposed to call them and to tell them where they were. I was then
released on that day.

ADV SANDI: On the three months in detention did you appear in court?

MRS MNGADI: No, I never even say my family members. They did not visit me.

ADV SANDI: Again in 1983 you were detained. For how long?

MRS MNGADI: I was detained in 1986, on the 20th of June 1986.

ADV SANDI: Were you never arrested in 1983?

MRS MNGADI: No, I was never arrested in 1983.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested in 1986?

MRS MNGADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Let us go to 1986 then. In 1986 you were arrested and detained at North End Prison?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, they went and took me at home. It was on the 20th of June. The police took me at home. They
took me to Algoa Park. From Algoa Park I was transferred to Bethalsdorp Police Station. I was detained there. From
there I was transferred to North End Prison. At that time when I was at North End Prison the police would come and
pick me up, take me to a school near the bushes. I do not know which school was this, but there was blood all over the
walls in this school. They said that I was going to tell them the truth, because I was keeping Comrades at home and I
was a Magistrate in the township. I was sentencing the people who were necklaced.

ADV SANDI: When they were searching your house they were looking for weapons?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, that is what they said. They said that they were searching for weapons. I was in prison at that
time. They kicked the doors. My husband said to them, my wife is in prison, what are you looking for? They said that
we were, they said they were looking for weapons, because I was keeping Comrades at home, but they did not find any
weapons.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested under the State of Emergency?

MRS MNGADI: Yes.



ADV SANDI: You were then released in 1988?

MRS MNGADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You said that you have a heart problem and your health generally?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, because this, these arrests affected me, because I was tortured. Even in 1986 they would come
and take me to this school and assault me. They would say that I was going to stay in prison for a long time. After I was
released my health was deteriorating. I was ill and this never happened before.

ADV SANDI: You also suffer from arthritis?

MRS MNGADI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you visit a doctor or hospital?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, I do.

ADV SANDI: Which hospital is this?

MRS MNGADI: Livingstone Hospital. I also go to Dr Pier in Uitenhage.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you have made requests concerning this matter. Would you like to repeat these
requests?

MRS MNGADI: Yes, I would like to do so.

ADV SANDI: Can you please repeat them.

MRS MNGADI: What I said was that because I am not well, I visit doctors frequently, I would like the Commission to
help me on that matter. I would like them, I would like you to help, to give me medical assistance. It is difficult for me
to go to specialists, because my husband is not working.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you mentioned that you would like community projects for employment, especially
people who were in detention, because most of them are now suffering.

MRS MNGADI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Mngadi. I will hand over to Madam Chair. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sandi. Maybe you will be asked questions Mam. Are there any questions? No
questions. Thank you. I will ask Mr Sandi to make a conclusion and to thank you.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Mngadi, women were arrested frequently in Port Elizabeth area. I think I know the place you
mentioned where people would be taken. I know this school and I think that when you made your requests you did not
only focus on yourself, but you focused on the community so that they can get employment and those who were
detained and those who suffered due to this. We thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Mngadi. Mrs Loliwe and Spongile, please come nearer to the mike. I am going to
lead you in questions, but I would like to clarify, you to clarify something before you start. Nosipho, you are going to
talk on behalf of Spongile. However, if she can help she will. Will you tell us why you are speaking on her behalf.

MRS LOLIWE: The reason behind that is Spongile was shot. The damage is still in her head.

CHAIRPERSON: If you could lift your voice up please.



MRS LOLIWE: The reason I am speaking on her behalf is because she was shot in the head. Her speech is impaired,
she slurs.

CHAIRPERSON: Therefore you are going to speak on her behalf as you know the root of the problem?

MRS LOLIWE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: According to this statement you are going to talk about what happened to Spongile on the 11th of
February 1990, a day that I think we all know what happened.

MRS LOLIWE: That is when Mandela was released. There was toy-toy everywhere, celebrations throughout
Mdantsane. Spongile was toy-toying as well. Late one, that afternoon somebody came back, somebody who had left
with Spongile came back saying that Spongile had been shot and she is in hospital. We left with Spongile's parents to
the hospital, Cecilia Makiwane. We got there. Indeed, Spongile could not speak. She stayed in hospital for about a
month. After having been discharged we realised that she had not fully recovered. There had been a strike at the
hospital. Therefore, patients were discharged to go home. Her parents then decided that they would take her to private
doctors.

CHAIRPERSON: How was she health-wise when, after she had been discharged?

MRS LOLIWE: She was still ill. The bullet is still in her head. The doctors said they could not remove it, because it is
in the brain. Spongile again started having epileptic fits time and again.

CHAIRPERSON: Please tell us how old Spongile was, what Spongile was doing in 1990 when she got injured?

MRS LOLIWE: She was at school. I think she was 18 years of age.

CHAIRPERSON: Was she able to go back to school?

MRS LOLIWE: She did go back. However, she could not cope. Therefore, she discontinued her studies.

CHAIRPERSON: Are there requests before the Commission on behalf of Spongile?

MRS LOLIWE: Yes. First of all Spongile's parents requests that Spongile gets some form of grant and if Spongile could
go to a, some form of technikon, a skills. Also if the doctors could examine her head and also see if they can remove this
bullet.

CHAIRPERSON: Is that all? Maybe she would like to add something.

MRS LOLIWE: That is all.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I wonder if there are questions from the co-panellists. Reverend Finca has a question.

REV FINCA: Madam Chair, how is Loliwe related to Spongile? Are they related?

MRS LOLIWE: No, she is my neighbour. We are like sisters. We got to NU14 together and we just take each other as
siblings.

REV FINCA: Are Spongile's parents alive?

MRS LOLIWE: Yes, they are. They are at work.

REV FINCA: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Loliwe and Spongile, thank you. Spongile, we empathise with you especially because your
childhood was taken from you. You lost your education and lost so much of your live, because if you walk around with



a bullet in your head nobody knows what that means and how much it impacts your life. We have, we know the requests
and we will take them forward. You may step down.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Vuyani Mngaza to come forward.

ADV SANDI: Number.

CHAIRPERSON: Number ten in our list. Welcome Vuyani Mngaza. You will be

sworn in by Reverend Xundu so that you can give your evidence under oath.

VUYANI MNGAZA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sandi will lead you in evidence.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Mngaza, your story goes back a long

way, from 1960, actually 1963, being tortured, being ill-treated, you lost your

business. We were in great debt and so forth. Let us start as thus, Mr Mngaza. You

were a PAC member in 1963?

MR MNGAZA: Yes Sir.

ADV SANDI: Arrested because you were active in the PAC military wing?

MR MNGAZA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Bhoqo, was it a PAC wing?

MR MNGAZA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Let me hand over to you. Could you tell us your story without

interruption.

MR MNGAZA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. In our, I will start with the 1963

incident so that we can hurry. I was arrested on the eighth of April 1963, arrested in

the morning at two am, having completed a task force function in the Transkei. We

were all over Transkei, but the Security Branch officers were following us. We got to

my business place. Some Comrades were left behind.

ADV SANDI: Are you talking about your garage?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, Pan African Motors at that time. My duty, especially in

underground operations of the PAC, I had to co-ordinate our activities from Maseru

to Cape Town. As I had a business they would send the Comrades to me. I would

help them as much as I could in whatever they needed. We did a lot of work in my

garage, making firearms, because as PAC members we were going to start a

revolution in 1963.



ADV SANDI: Without disturbing you, what kind of weapons are you talking about?

MR MNGAZA: Pangas and weapons that were going to damage the Security Forces,

because we were going to fight them. We wanted to liberate our people from the

oppression of the Boers. We did our work. We had to co-ordinate sending weapons

all over.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested in that process?

MR MNGAZA: Donald Card came at two am. He arrested me from home. Some,

he missed some Comrades that were in my garage sleeping.

ADV SANDI: Is this the time you ended up in a seven month detention in

Cambridge?

MR MNGAZA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: In those seven months did you go before the Court of Law?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, twice actually. They kept on postponing the case until we were

granted bail. There were other Comrades that I had worked with. They divided us. I

was in solitary confinement. My, the charge was then withdrawn.

ADV SANDI: You were re-arrested. When was that?

MR MNGAZA: After my case had been withdrawn I was led by Card to a 90 day

detention. The Law had just been established.

ADV SANDI: Are you saying that you were the first victims of the 90 day detention?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, we were the first victims.

ADV SANDI: What happened at the 90 day detention? Could you tell us about the

form of torture you experienced.

MR MNGAZA: After they had taken me from Fleet Street Charge Office I was taken

to the Cambridge Police Station. On the way, it was Sergeant Card who was in the

car. I do not remember the others, but I think Scheepers was there. They asked me to

work with them. They offered me everything including a passport. I said I could not

do that. Nobody was ever a policeman at home. I was not going to be a policeman.

They put me in solitary confinement in Cambridge.

ADV SANDI: How long were you detained Mr Mngaza?

MR MNGAZA: I was in solitary confinement for a week. They would call me in

during that week. They would interrogate me in connection with the work we were

doing. They were not satisfied, because I was not divulging anything. They were not

pleased at all. On the second week I was taken to the Charge Office, taken by Donald

Card together with four other policemen, White policemen. There was a fifth one, a

Black man, Chikila. I was interrogated on that day. Taken to another room in front,

ahead of the interrogation office. They kicked me into the room. I was assaulted on

that day.

ADV SANDI: The doctor you saw whilst in detention, what was his name?

MR MNGAZA: Before I was taken to the doctor, because this doctor I was taken to



was from Queenstown Mental Hospital. After I had been beaten up I was charged at

Fleet Street. They said that I had hit policemen. What is strange, the Magistrate never

asked why my face was so swollen up. He just committed me to Dubangeni Mental

Hospital in Queenstown.

ADV SANDI: Had you made a request to the Magistrate that you want to be sent to

Dubangeni?

MR MNGAZA: No, they just said that the police said that because I was in solitary

confinement I went insane and I fought the police. Therefore, they said that I was not

mentally stable, I was deranged, this is why I was supposed to have fought the

policemen. I was examined by a doctor, I was not examined by a doctor, I was just

sent to Dubangeni Hospital for 28 days. It is there that I was examined by a doctor

from the mental hospital.

ADV SANDI: Who was the Magistrate presiding?

MR MNGAZA: I did not know him even then, but I remember at the time, that

should be available at, in the records.

ADV SANDI: I would like to hear more about this Dubangeni business. You were

sent to this hospital, a hospital for the mentally deranged, because you fought against

the police? You were discharged from Dubangeni. Did you go to any legal

representative?

MR MNGAZA: Before long Dr Robbinson realised that I had been beaten up by the

Boers. He said that he would not make me stay there, because I was clearly not

mentally ill. I had just been beaten by the Boers. They said, he said that they should

leave a security man, because they are not going to keep somebody who is not

deranged. He wrote a report that I had been beaten up already, because he did not see

any, could not detect any mental illness. My attorney, Kannemeyer from

Grahamstown, wrote to the Security Police that I should be taken back to Stutterheim

Prison for detention to complete my detention period. I was taken into a cell with a lot

of lice. I spent two nights there. They took me from there back to Cambridge Police

Station.

ADV SANDI: Did they beat you up again?

MR MNGAZA: No, what happened is they took me again to court and they

withdrew the charges of assault.

ADV SANDI: Did you take any steps claiming, because you had been ill-treated by

the police?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, after the 90 day detention. On the 19th day I was called and

released. I laid a charge opening a civil case, having been harassed and assaulted by

the security. Nothing came of this case, because they were handling it in any case.

ADV SANDI: In 1964 you made a request for a passport to leave the country. Are

you, were you talking about an exit permit?



MR MNGAZA: Yes, I applied for a passport. They refused. I, when I wanted to

find out what the reasons were for the denial they would not disclose them.

ADV SANDI: Then in 1967 you were arrested for sabotage?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, I was arrested again for sabotage, membership of the PAC,

suppression of communism. There were a lot of charges laid, a long list it was. I was

taken to the Supreme Court in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: You were in detention for three months

MR MNGAZA: Yes, solitary confinement in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: When you appeared in court you were sentenced. What happened?

MR MNGAZA: My case lasted a week. It was supposed to have lasted longer as

there were many charges. However, it collapsed after the first week, because of the

cross-examination made to the chief witnesses. It was evident that lies were told about

me.

ADV SANDI: Therefore you were innocent?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, I was acquitted.

ADV SANDI: After that, you left in 1967?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, I had to get an exit permit, because I could not get a passport.

Fortunately when we were in Grahamstown we smuggled documents to the United

Nations and my name was in the list of South African cases that were on at the time.

The Senegal Government said to the French Embassy in East London to give me a

political asylum in Senegal as I was in the list for the oppressed in South Africa, the

tortured.

ADV SANDI: So you were in Senegal and other countries?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, from there I went to Senegal where my organisation said I must

open an office. From there I went to Nigeria, to Tanzania. From Tanzania I went to

Europe. I stayed in London. I covered the whole of Europe, Iceland and

Scandinavian countries working for the organisation.

ADV SANDI: You came back in 1992 without a wife or children?

MR MNGAZA: Yes, I came back alone. I am still alone. It was difficult to bring

back my family, because I have no place to stay. It is difficult to bring back a family if

you have no place to stay.

ADV SANDI: You have a request about that?

MR MNGAZA: If the Commission could help me with accommodation so that my

family can come back. They cannot come back. Secondly, I do not know if I should

proceed.

ADV SANDI: Yes, you may proceed. Have you applied for a special pension?

MR MNGAZA: That is what I was going to talk about. I have applied for a special

pension last year, but there has been no response. If the Commission could help me

and urge them along. It is my sister only to help me. I do not have transport either.



Secondly, that the Commission could help me, I need to exhume my son's body who

passed away in Botswana working for the organisation. He died in 1992. I need for

him to be buried at home. Fourthly, I think something should be done for freedom

fighters in terms of a heroes acre. Our people are all over the African Continent, some

even in Europe. If they could be exhumed and buried so that people may be able to

see their late family members who had fought for liberation. I think that would help

people if the TRC could help as well as it is quite expensive. It is expensive to exhume

peoples' bodies, but it should be done as a tribute to the fallen heroes.

ADV SANDI: You lost a lot. You lost your business, you lost your family, your

family is all over the world. I am going to, however, hand you over to the Chairperson

now. Maybe he has questions for you.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for your story. Mrs Crichton will read a statement

from Mr Card. It is a long statement. I will ask her to hurry. There are a lot of people

still to come. You may step down. Thank you.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson.

"I the undersigned, Donald John Card, do hereby state

I am retired, 68 years of age and reside at 5 Avon

Road, Woodleigh, East London. On the 22nd of May

1997 I was handed a document from the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission in terms of Act number 34

of 1995 wherein it is stated that a certain Mr Vuyani

Mngaza was going to testify before the Commission

between the ninth and 12 of June 1997 and was going

to implicate me. I do remember Mr Mngaza as the

only garage owner in Duncan Village during the

1960's.

In 1965 when a man, who was the messenger for the

PAC high command in exile (Lesotho) and the

remaining pockets of PAC members in South Africa

was arrested, it became clear that Mr Mngaza played a

leading role in the activities of the PAC in East

London and, in fact, he was responsible for sending a

woman to Lesotho to assist the PAC. This woman

and Mr Mngaza were involved in the intended attack

and killing of Whites throughout South Africa.

I am not sure whether I or others under me actually

arrested Mr Mngaza, but he was taken into custody

and later charged. At no time was Mr Mngaza

assaulted by me or anyone else in my presence while



he was in custody, but on what occasion I did hear that

Mr Mngaza had acted strangely and was taken to the

doctor for mental observation.

Mr Mngaza was later charged and appeared before the

Supreme Court in Grahamstown before Judge

Kannemeyer. Due to the fact that the court felt that

there was insufficient evidence to corroborate the main

State witness, Mr Mngaza was acquitted. At the trial

Mr Mngaza swore under oath that he was not a

member of the PAC and I know notice in Annexure

EC68/96 that he was a founder member of the Border

region of the PAC. That, of course, says very little for

his integrity, but I suppose he will say that he told lies

to stay out of prison. So, is he lying now for the sake

of money.

With regard to the allegations on Annexure 68/96, I

will deal with them as follows. Number one, I did not

know that there was a Border branch of the PAC in

1950. I believed that it was established after 1957.

Number two, I had no dealings with the arrest of Mr

Mngaza in 1963. In fact, I did not know that he had

been arrested. Number three, I have no knowledge of

Mr Mngaza's detention and release on the 11th of

October 1963. Four, in 1963 I was not a member of

the Security Police nor did I have dealings with Mr

Mngaza then. Five, ...".

I am on point number five of Mr Donald John Card's statement about Mr Vuyani

Mngaza.

"In 1963 I did work with Detective- Sergeant

Scheepers, Detective-Constable Chikila, Constable

Babba Gooysen and Detective-Constable Hans

Mynhardt, but we had nothing to do with Mr Mngaza.

Sixth, I do remember that Mr Mngaza was sent for

mental observation, but I cannot remember for how

long. I do remember that he was declared fit for trial

so do not know whether he was pretending or not.

Seven, I have no knowledge of a civil claim. Eight, the

Attorney-General has nothing to do with civil claims

and neither did the Security Police. These claims are



dealt with between the claimants advocate, the

registrar and the court. So I find Mr Mngaza's

statement very difficult to understand. Nine, I have no

knowledge of an application for a passport by Mr

Mngaza. Ten, to the best of my knowledge, Mr

Mngaza had left this country by 1967 and I do not

know about these charges. 11, If my memory serves

me correctly, our money system in 1967 was in rands

and not in pounds. I also do not know of a further

charge of sabotage in 1967 against Mr Mngaza. 12,

Mr Mngaza was arrested in 1964 or 65 on a minor

charge and was released on R500,00 bail, but when he

was re-arrested on a more serious charge, bail was

opposed and he was kept in custody in East London

and transferred to Grahamstown for trial before the

Supreme Court. 13, The trial before Judge

Kannemeyer was in 1965 and not in 1967. 14, I do

not know the cost of legal fees, but do know that

individuals seldom pay for legal fees when a political

organisation is involved. It is again strange that rands

and not pounds are now quoted. 15, The sale of Pan

African Motors took place sometime after Mr Mngaza

was acquitted and it must have cost a considerable

amount of money to go to Dakar with his whole

family. 16, I did see letters written by Mr Mngaza

from Senegal. 17, I know that the whole family left

with him. 18, I did not know that Mr Mngaza had

returned to South Africa.

I would like to point out that the information supplied

on the Annexure appears to be that of a confused

person and honestly does not make sense to me and

therefore it is very difficult to answer except to say that

Mr Mngaza was not assaulted by me or anyone else in

my presence nor was he badly treated. He did have to

wait some time for his trial, but that was a matter for

the courts and not the police.

Furthermore, I gain the impression that what Mngaza

is seeking is the R2 650,00 which he says he paid for

legal costs. This appears to be a small amount of



money for an attorney and an advocate's attendance at

a Supreme Court hearing in Grahamstown. Mr

Mngaza's stated under oath that he was not a PAC

member, but it is now obvious that he is once again

lying in order to substantiate his claims for costs.

Signed Donald John Card.".

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Again, it is very sad that Mr Card is not here personally so that we

can ask him questions according to his statement. It is also sad that he is, he made a

judgement about the confusion of Mr Mngaza. In our eyes we see him as a perfectly

normal person, not a confused person, but we will try and get in touch with Mr Card.

Maybe in Section 29 hearing so that we can get clarity in what is written in his

statement. He imputed bad motives to Mr Mngaza.

We think that we have to close. The report we got concerning electricity is

that this effected the whole Highway area. It will, this will continue and they hope that

if the weather is clear tomorrow our proceedings are going to be normal. If it is not

they are going to request a generator to help us. Tomorrow we have a women hearing

looking at issues which involved women in detention. We have 14 people, were

supposed to give their evidence today. We thought that tomorrow the women hearing

will proceed as planned from half past nine. If we manage to finish in time we will

continue with this hearing tomorrow, but if we have to go through to Friday we will

do that and have our hearing up until 12 on Friday. All the people who are, who were

supposed to testify today, we will meet with them tomorrow, but if we did not finish

we will meet them on Friday. We have to listen to everybody, because this is our last

hearing. We would like people to be patient with us. If we knew that there is this

situation here in Mdantsane we would have brought our own electricity from Cape

Town. It is said that you do not pay electricity here in Mdantsane. Thank you and we

will come tomorrow at half past nine.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: Mandla Engalani. Mxolisi Monakali.

REV XUNDU: Mxolisi Monakali, I would like to swear you in. Please stand up.

MXOLISI ANTHONY MONAKALI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: You are welcome Mr Monakali. Mr Sandi will lead you in evidence on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Monakali, you are going to talk about Mxolisi Anthony Monakali. Is that
so?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: How are you related?

MR MONAKALI: That is myself.

ADV SANDI: What is your story?

MR MONAKALI: Can I proceed?

ADV SANDI: Yes.

MR MONAKALI: I was in a boxing tournament in 1981, fifth of June. This boxing tournament was in David Mama
High School, NU1. That proceeded well. On the morning of the sixth of June Mr Mlandu, that I know well from the
neighbourhood, got into the school hall and reprimanded us for making noise. He got, he beat up a girl quite badly.
Everybody was scared. The tournament organisers begged him to let them be. Apparently one of the clubs that was
going to come was a visiting club and, therefore, they had to prepare well. Mr Mlandu then left saying he is coming
back. He came back with a huge gun, got into the hall. Some people jumped out of the windows, pulled open the door. I
was one of the people who were able to run away. I ran away with a friend, Jonglizwe Sipoenzi. We got to a friend's
place where we were going to sleep. However, it was locked. We went back to David Mama, because it was lit and it
was, quite a bit of noise. We went back there. As David Mama had two blocks I went to the one and he went to the
other. There were people surrounding a bakkie. I think that bakkie was the transport used by the visiting boxers. Not far
from the hall door I heard a noise. I ran away. A second gunshot, I heard just, I got shot on my side and I fell down on a,
the field in David Mama.

ADV SANDI: Mr Monakali, who was shooting?



MR MONAKALI: Mr Mlandu was shooting.

ADV SANDI: You got injured on your arm?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is there any part, any other part of your anatomy that you got injured in?

MR MONAKALI: Yes, around my waist. My kidneys were injured. Especially the one that had to be removed.

ADV SANDI: Could you tell us how badly your arm was injured.

MR MONAKALI: I could see my muscles and bones. There was an operation, grafting my skin from my, back of my
thigh onto my arm.

ADV SANDI: How long did you stay in hospital?

MR MONAKALI: About two months.

ADV SANDI: Which hospital was this?

MR MONAKALI: Cecilia Makiwane.

ADV SANDI: You did not go to any other hospital?

MR MONAKALI: No, I just went to Dr van Niekerk with my mother to, for him to examine my arm.

ADV SANDI: Who was your legal representative?

MR MONAKALI: Mr Mxenge came with my mother at the hospital. ADV SANDI: Is this the late Mr Mxenge?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: He took down your details?

MR MONAKALI: Yes, he did.

ADV SANDI: What eventually happened?

MR MONAKALI: Because he worked in Durban he referred us to Mr Siwisa. When we were called to come on the
Saturday to meet Mr Siwisa he told us that Mr Mxenge had passed on.

ADV SANDI: You said that Mr Louw took over at some point. Where is Mr Louw from?

MR MONAKALI: It is Dr van Niekerk whom we had spoken to that referred us to Mr Louw. I gave Mr Louw my file
from the hospital and he took a statement.

ADV SANDI: Is he an attorney from East London?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Is he still around?

MR MONAKALI: I do not know. I will look around, I have tried to look around, but I have not found him.

ADV SANDI: Did Mr Louw help you through your claim?



MR MONAKALI: When we went with my mother we did not find him. He was, he had moved from that building. We
tried to find him, because the then occupant of the building did not know this Mr Louw.

ADV SANDI: Are you saying that he disappeared?

MR MONAKALI: Yes, he did. He did not even let us know anything, I mean, he had all our details including our
addresses.

ADV SANDI: Did Mr Louw work with any other attorneys?

MR MONAKALI: I only met with him once when Dr van Niekerk had arranged it. I tried to find Mr van, Dr van
Niekerk, but he had moved to Great Britain.

ADV SANDI: In our statements, in your statement before us you have requests. Could you briefly tell us about these?

MR MONAKALI: If I could help, if I could get help where my health is concerned. I hurt now and again physically and
losing a part of my body at such a young age.

ADV SANDI: You say that you were 15 when all this happened?

MR MONAKALI: Yes, I was 15.

ADV SANDI: Is that all?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Monakali. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: June Crichton.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Can you hear me Mr Monakali?

MR MONAKALI: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Just two questions to you. When Mlandu came in to shoot, was he on his own or were there other
police with him?

MR MONAKALI: He was on his own.

MS CRICHTON: Had he ever been at boxing tournaments before, that you had seen?

MR MONAKALI: It was not the first time there was a boxing tournament at David Mama.

MS CRICHTON: No, my question to you was had you seen him at boxing tournaments before?

MR MONAKALI: No Mam.

MS CRICHTON: So your statement is that he came into that hall and without any warning he began to shoot?

MR MONAKALI: He did not shoot the first time, because he was not armed. Then we dispersed. I also left. He only
started shooting after we had come back again.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Monakali, were you a member of a political organisation at that time?



MR MONAKALI: No, I was a boxer at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there political unrest at the time?

MR MONAKALI: It was just a boxing tournament at the school.

CHAIRPERSON: According to your statement you were shot at because you were making a noise.

MR MONAKALI: The tournament was around senior boxers final matches, therefore people were excited. There was a
lot of noise.

CHAIRPERSON: Were the people toy-toying?

MR MONAKALI: No, there was no toy-toy. It was just experienced first class boxers that were, that was exciting the
people.

CHAIRPERSON: In your perception do you think this matter is politically orientated?

MR MONAKALI: It was wickedness. I, there, I would see no reason why he shot. He said that he did not want any
boxing tournaments at schools, because the Department of Education in Ciskei was concerned that the school furniture
was being spoilt. That, those are one of the major reasons that he brought forward.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We will look at this case closely. Maybe we will come back to you with more detail,
because as a Commission, we are looking closely at political conflicts. We are going to ascertain how politically
orientated your matter is or perhaps we should hand this case over to a Court of Law as just any other normal crime.
However, we will look closely at this matter and we will let you know. Thank you for now.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Mrs Msawuli to come forward. Pardon.

MS MAYA: He is a man.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Mnyute okay. Mr Mnyute please come forward. Thank you.

Welcome Mr Mnyute and Mrs Msawuli. I will start with you Mrs Msawuli to help

you take an oath. Please stand up.

MRS MSAWULI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mrs Msawuli.

MR MNYUTE: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Sir. I will now hand over to Mr Sandi to lead you with

questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let us start with Mrs Msawuli. Mrs

Msawuli, you are here to talk about Mr Msawuli who was shot in 1990. Is that

correct?

MRS MSAWULI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Was Mr Msawuli your husband?

MRS MSAWULI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: What are his full names?

MRS MSAWULI: Mtyanti Vusumzi Artwell Msawuli.

ADV SANDI: Let me now hand over to you to tell us what happened on this

particular day.

MRS MSAWULI: I was at work. I was on night duty. There was, our niece was

there, Sheila, my daughter and Mr Galelekile was also there. On the 29th of March

1990, it was on a Thursday. President Mandela was going to be in Bisho on the 31st

in the stadium. I was on a night shit in Mount Cook Hospital. My husband was

working for the Hector Foundation. I heard a one year, three months baby. During

the day I looked after the baby. At night my husband was looking after the baby. I

would give him a report about what had happened during the day. I went to work, my

husband was not at home. I was worried, because my child was not well at that time.



At about one in the morning I received a telephone call from the matron. They

requested me to go to the office together with one person I was working with. We

asked the security man to accompany us to the office. When we got to the office they

said that Sheila was alone at home. The baby was sick, your husband was not at

home. He attended a meeting. Pindile and Andile are here to take you home. They

asked me whether I knew Pindile. I said, yes, Pindile was my neighbour. They asked

whether I knew Andile. I thought that Andile was their niece. I said, yes, I do know

Andile. We were taken to the car. I asked them why are you here. They said that

they told my matron.

At home the lights were on. I went through the kitchen door. I saw this child

staying in bed. I asked where is my baby. My baby was lying down and we heard

that, they told me that my husband was shot and he died. People said that my husband

came back home at about nine. His friend brought him home, Monde Mkhunqwana.

They were studying together social sciences. They use to go and study in Sandiswe

School. He left my husband at home. My husband took off his jacket and his shoes.

He was watching television. He heard a knock at the door. It was Andile together

with another young man. I found out later on that that young man was the cadre.

At about 20 past nine there was another knock at the door. My husband went

to the kitchen. Our kitchen door had two doors. He asked who are you? This person

said that I am Monks. This Monks is Monde Mkhunqwana. He then opened the

door. There was a quarrel at the door. My husband saying that why are you selling

me out? He then said that, Comrades, let us not fight, let us talk. There was a

gunshot. The second one struck him and he fell down. Andile went to the bedroom.

He took out a knife from his pocket, because he thought these were the police. He

tried to hide under the bed. The other young man just stood in the dining-room. My

one child was 13 years old at the time.

My child saw a man wearing a balaclava and a black jacket. This man was

shooting my husband while he was lying down. After that he left and the other one

took a mat outside and they covered him with this mat. This young man told my child

to go and close the door. My child then closed and locked the door. He phoned their

grandfather, Duno Bamsouli. At that time he was in Pretoria. He then phoned the

neighbours. This young man was still there. They did not see him leaving, leaving the

house. After that the police came and they took him. They cleaned blood spots.

When I arrived at home there was no blood. Everything was clean. There

were no photographers. The following morning Monde Mkhunqwana came. We

were in the bedroom at that time. He said that I was together with Saule the whole

day and the person who knocked at the door identified himself as myself. I dropped

him at about nine. When I was going back home at NU16 I heard gunshots and

Monde Mkhunqwana was the one saying this. The police came in the morning saying



that we must go to the police station. I made a statement. I thought that the people

who killed my husband were the police. I said to them I suspect Sitilie Golo, because

he was the one harassing us at home.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Msawuli, was there anyone arrested by the police?

MRS MSAWULI: Nobody was arrested. I went to the police now and again asking

whether there was anybody arrested. They said no, but they said that they will try and

find this person. Again in 1994 I wrote a letter to the Minister of Justice telling him

about this incident. He asked me where this happened and I told him. I did not get a

reply after that. Again last year in April I went to the Truth Commission to give out

my statement. I said that because he was working for the ANC the ANC people will

help me to find the perpetrator.

Again I visited the investigators of the Truth Commission saying that I had

information. My daughter-in-law had information. Patricia Msawuli said that Andile is

willing to come forward to tell people in public who did this. There were four people

and he named, mentioned them by their names. Again I said that there were rumours

about a certain person who shot at home. He was a cadre and I told them to try and

investigate this person so that we can find out the truth.

ADV SANDI: Mrs Msawuli, how old is Sheila?

MRS MSAWULI: Sheila was born in 1975. She was 13 years old at the time.

ADV SANDI: She was the one present during this incident?

MRS MSAWULI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: In your statement you stated that you would like this issue to be

investigated?

MRS MSAWULI: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have any other requests except this one?

MRS MSAWULI: My request is that my husband was the breadwinner. He was also

supporting the community at large. He would take children to school and he was

involved in community sport. I have two young children and I am raising them alone.

It is very difficult to be a single parent. I would like the four men who did this to come

forward and I would like the Truth Commission to help me regarding this matter so

that these people can come forward and tell us the truth, why they killed my husband.

Maybe I will forgive them.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mrs Msawuli. Maybe you will be asked questions. I will

hand over to the Chairperson. Thank you. Mr Mnyute, you also have a complaint in

connection to a 1990 incident. Is that so?

MR MNYUTE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: You say that there were pamphlets about you. What were they stating

and what was the source?

MR MNYUTE: They gave me a new name that I am an informer. These pamphlets



were distributed, because we were oppressed by the White man and our own people

from the homelands. I was one of the people who made a way that, of people to be

outspoken especially for the youth together with my colleague who is late. We started

the East London Youth Congress. We had not gone far, but because they realised that

I was not well educated we were being undermined, demeaned. The youth opened

another organisation. This youth organisation was in conflict with our own

organisation.

The East London Youth Congress started fighting with the other youth

organisation. Their battle ended up at my own house. I have children, but fortunately

at home I had members of the East London Youth Congress. The other group came

together with other girls. If it was only the ANC, I am not scared, I could name them,

but we are mixed and you are going to capitalise on that. I am not going to divulge

the names, but what I wanted to say that since I was released from Robben Island I

could not be employed, therefore, I employed myself and I told people and I told

people about the ANC.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Sir. Could you go back to the pamphlets. You were

saying that these pamphlets referred to you as an informer?

MR MNYUTE: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did people believe that?

MR MNYUTE: In politics, you see, those who are against you they go and spread a

bad spirit about you. Those who are working with you listen. This issue about being

an informer, you see, I had combis. They said that I am using these mini-busses so

that the other youth group can fight, can be fought with the aid of these mini-busses.

ADV SANDI: When the other group came to your house were your cars damaged or

perhaps your furniture?

MR MNYUTE: No, it was not on that day. After a while Comrade Msawuli and

Sitho and other Comrades were called to Lusaka. They came back. After they came

back I think that there was a conclusion that something should be done about

informers.

ADV SANDI: We have to focus on the matter of your house being bombed. Perhaps

not go into other details.

MR MNYUTE: When I came back from Lusaka, apparently I had been called to

Lusaka as well. I said I knew nothing about it. The day Comrade Msawuli was

beaten up I was also beaten up on that very same day. I was beaten up at 12 midnight.

ADV SANDI: Were the perpetrators found?

MR MNYUTE: No, because the Ciskeian Police together with the perpetrators

worked together, they were in cahoots. They were scared of me however. They did

not know what I was going to do. Secondly, after they had bombed my house what

saved me was my mini-busses were parked almost against my wall. The grenades they



threw into the lounge my wife leapt and I jumped over her, right over her so that she

would not be injured. However, she got greatly injured. Then they threw yet another

one around the dining room. That hit the wall and went back to the cars. It damaged

the cars. My wife was injured.

ADV SANDI: Were there other people who were injured in the house except for

your wife?

MR MNYUTE: I was also injured. The children, fortunately, were not injured. It is

just my wife and I who got hurt.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to hospital to get some form of treatment together with

your wife?

MR MNYUTE: After we had taken my wife to hospital she was admitted for six

months. I was only in hospital for two weeks. I do not, I thought only of revenge. I

was thinking how I am going to organise my own boys to fight.

ADV SANDI: Where was your wife?

MR MNYUTE: She was in hospital at that time.

ADV SANDI: Did she heal totally?

MR MNYUTE: Yes, she is in the Transkei. She is a soldier.

ADV SANDI: You would like us to investigate this matter?

MR MNYUTE: It has been a while, asking for the truth, wanting this matter to be

investigated. I was also saying that those people who said that I was an informer must

also come forward. They must come and say who I sold out. They must be

investigated, they must come. The ANC must try to pay for the damages. My

children I cannot look after them well. My one child is at university. Mandela himself

must come and himself must investigate this matter. I was working underground as

well. I will give him names.

ADV SANDI: You also requested that people like Vusumzi Artwell, Bawule and Mr

Msawuli their matters be investigated as well?

MR MNYUTE: As a matter of fact the ANC should have looked at these matters a

long time ago, but because of the respect and discipline of our organisation we thought

we should wait and see what the ANC would do, because Msawuli and I were

working together also Sitho. We kept on thinking that the perpetrators would be

found, the ANC would find out who they are, but that is not how things go. The ANC

itself, in my perception, has been infiltrated a lot by the enemy.

ADV SANDI: Let us not get into that Sir. I trust that that is all you have to say. If

my colleagues have questions they will ask. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank you both. We remember the time of folly when our

people were fighting against each other. It was painful. I think it is true when you say

that truly the organisation should handle this matter. The ANC that is. People died.

The community should have gotten together, walked hand-in-hand for the liberation of



the struggle. It makes me angry really, because it is painful to see our own people

fighting against each other. Msawuli was a brave man. This should not have

happened to him. Thank you. Mrs Msawuli, you cannot mention peoples' names,

unfortunately, in the hearing. These people should be given a notice 21 days before

the hearing. However, you can go to our investigators, give them the names and we

will investigate the matter further. Thank you. You may step down.

------------------------------
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Mr Ngaki.

GALELEKILE NGAKI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You are going to testify under oath. I will hand over to Mr Sandi to lead you with
questions.

ADV SANDI: Mr Ngaki, when I was talking to you yesterday afternoon I became scared that you will take a lot of time
when you are giving your testimony and I thought that you are going to talk about things that are not in your statement,
but I would like to say that maybe you will be, you will help the TRC as you were a member of Ciskei Police Force, but
let us concentrate on your statement. Your complaint is that at the time you were a Community Relations Officer. You
were the one responsible for statements and press releases. You were tortured. Is that correct Mr Ngaki?

MR NGAKI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let me hand over to you to tell us exactly what happened when you were a Community Relations
Officer.

MR NGAKI: I received training in 1983. I was trained in East London. When it was found I had Black Public Relations
Officer I had to be trained. At that time it was a time of the bus boycott. I was still young. I was supposed to, I was the
one responsible for this. Since I joined the police I was just a uniformed police. I never worked for the Special Branch. I
was under the Police Commissioner. I would get information from different stations and give them to the press. When
something would happen in the different stations on the following day we had to report to the Commissioner and the
press would come so that I can say something to them. My duty was to take these different reports and give them to the
press. If I found a story of both sides I would go to the Commissioner and to the press.

This was a very difficult job, because I had no right to take a decision or to give my own perspective. Even if it was not
the truth I had no right to change it, but I was told what to tell the press. I had no right to change it. Even if the police
were lying or they were telling the truth I was supposed to give the information as they gave it to me.

ADV SANDI: Mr Ngaki, do you have any examples of what happened?

MR NGAKI: One I remember is the death of Mr Mtonga. As we were in the uniformed department we were not aware
of what was happening. On the day before this incident I read this from a newspaper, from the Daily Dispatch, from the
Daily Dispatch editor. He wanted me to make a comment that Entamaga area, a body was found lying there in the
bushes. This person was shot. Fortunately I knew this man. He was from Tamara. He would say that he wondered
whether the police were involved in this incident. I told him that I was going to investigate. I had to call Tamara Police
Station to confirm whether there was a person who was found in the bushes. They confirmed this and they said that he
was taken to the mortuary. They suspect a robbery.

There were rumours around about what really happened, but I reported to the Commissioner that there is a man found at



Tamara. He was taken to the police. I then told the Commissioner that there are other rumours that this person was from
Mdantsane. Nobody knew him. He would report to other Commissioners and he would call me telling me what to report
to the press. At this time it was said that in Mdantsane there was one man who was shot. This matter became clear after
a while. I reported to the press that the person was found, a body was found near Tamara and the press came back to me
asking me about the rumours that this person was from Mdantsane. I could not comment, because I was trained not to
comment on such things. I was not in a position to comment or I had to be, I had to avoid the press. I did not confirm
this at all, how this person died, but there were rumours that this person was from Mdantsane. He was being investigated
by the Special Branch Police. I cannot say I have done nothing, because I have given out a report.

ADV SANDI: At the time of Green Berets were you a Community Relations Officer?

MR NGAKI: It was in 1977 at that time. It was before I was a Community Relations Officer. I was just an ordinary
police. It was the time of Imbokhoto and Konto. I was working for the South African Police as the assistant of the late
Ngalo who was a lieutenant. At that time there were many people who were injured in 1977. They would be assaulted
by the Green Berets, but at that time I was SAP Police and this affected us, because we were responsible for taking
statements. We would meet people robbed at night, some of them were injured, but those cases did not continue,
because these people were taken as if they were fighting against the system.

ADV SANDI: You were then arrested. When was this?

MR NGAKI: It was in 1986. Because I am a person who is critical I do not like to see something bad happening. If I
would say out something, these would be recorded in a file. In 1986 a son of late Sebe was abducted in Transkei. I had
to report this to the press. After that one lady who was a Government mouthpiece phoned me in the office saying that
Mr Kwane was well known. He was a graduate, but Mr Mkanya, who was arrested with him, is not known. He was just
a policeman. He asked me whether I knew, she asked me whether I knew anything about his CV. I said I had access to
the files. I can go and check the files. He was also a part-time student.

I looked at his file. He joined the police. He was busy also on his studies. It was in October at the time when exams,
examinations were to be written. They were trying to get bailed out in Umtata. I thought that in their application of bail
these people would get bail, because they are, they were part-time students. They were to write examinations at that
time. There was an investigation team which was led by the late Mr Zibi. Apparently they did not like my article. I was
at work. The Commissioner called me saying that there was an evaluation. Coincidentally, on that particular day, there
were police selected to be trained at Wesley to be para-military policemen.

On that day that article was in the Daily Dispatch. This was published in other newspapers as well, but I was still in the
office. I received a telephone call from the President. When I got there I found his Director-General and another
magistrate. They told me that they were sent by the President to call me. They were trying to find out what was behind
my mind when I released the article about the Ngwana incident. I said that I thought this will help them in their bail
application. They seemed to understand my motives.

ADV SANDI: Mr Ngaki, you were then arrested concerning this matter?

MR NGAKI: Yes, on the same day.

ADV SANDI: Let us now look on that issue.

MR NGAKI: When I went back to the office the team working in the rent office at Zwelitsha called me to those offices.
I went to that office. They asked me about this issue again and I told them what had happened. They told me to wait in
another office. I stayed there alone. At sunset I was still in this office, I was reading a newspaper. I saw men coming in
and a light was switched off. They told me to undress. They said that they were looking for me, they found me that day.
I then took off my clothes. I only wear an underwear. They told me to lie on my back. They were on top of me saying
that we have found you today. All of these people were non-commissioned officers. There was also a Warrant Officer.
They assaulted me as I was lying on my back. There was a tube which I did not see. When I went in I just saw a bottle
in the window cill. Some of them were holding my hands and some my legs. One of them took this car tube. They
covered my face.



ADV SANDI: At this time of this, as you have already explained, Mr Ngaki, why, what were they saying to you?

MR NGAKI: They said that I was working together with the Transkei people and I was an informer working for the
press. I could not breathe at that time and they said that I was going to tell them the truth.

ADV SANDI: For how long this, for how long did this torture last?

MR NGAKI: At about two a.m. I heard a knock at the door and this person kicked the door. The door opened. This
person said it was enough, instead of torturing him, let us detain him. It was Mr Ghela. He is now a Commissioner. I
was together with a Priest. They said that it was enough. I trained him. That is when they stopped. They put on my
clothes. They took me Zwelitsha Police Station and they detained me at Middledrift Central Prison.

ADV SANDI: Were you detained without trial?

MR NGAKI: Yes, I was put into solitary confinement.

ADV SANDI: Did you appear in court? Were you charged of anything?

MR NGAKI: No, I did not. I never appeared in court, but on the following day at 12 midday I heard people come,
running, coming running. They opened the door, took me to the office. I found two security guys. They took me to
Zwelitsha with their car and Zibi said that they were releasing me. If I was going to say any, something they will detain
me again.

ADV SANDI: For how long did you stay at Middledrift?

MR NGAKI: It was overnight.

ADV SANDI: Did you take any step or did you go to an attorney?

MR NGAKI: I, well I was not aware that I was injured. I was not aware that there were blood stains in my eyes. I did
not take any steps to go to any attorney, because at that time it was very difficult. My family advised me not to do that,
because these people are going to harass me.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to a psychologist by the name of Solomon?

MR NGAKI: In 1990 when Mr Gqozo took over I went to Mrs Solomon, because I could see that this has affected me.
In 1989, because in 1989 I collapsed. As this happened on the seventh of October 1986 and seventh of October 1989, I
collapsed. I was taken to the hospital. I had high blood pressure and other illnesses. I went to a clinical psychologist,
Mrs Solomon. She advised me to take a two year break, maybe I will be healed through therapy. I then retired at, when I
was 48 years old.

ADV SANDI: In conclusion, Mr Ngaki, do you have any requests to the Commission?

MR NGAKI: As I have already said, I loved my job as a police and I was involved in community relations. I was the
editor of Aba Kuseli police magazine. My aim was to eradicate brutality. I was trying to pass a message to the police to
secure and protect people instead of harassing and torturing them, but unfortunately today I am not a police and the
experience and the skills, especially of Black people, were not used. My request is that my state of health is not the same
as before, but through prayers I am coping. I have a group of young men. I trained them and I encouraged them. I
encouraged them to study further and I would like this to be looked at. I would like to be compensated.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Ngaki. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Ngaki for your testimony. We thank you for appearing before the Commission. There
are a lot of things interesting in your statement and I think you will be able to help the Commission, but we thank you
for giving us light in that people were tortured when they were detained. I thank you for including this in your



statement, because there are people who do not believe that such things happened to people. Thank you Mr Ngaki. If
there are, if there is more information we will come back to you. For now, thank you.

MR NGAKI: I would like to add something. I would like to apologise to those who were hurt by things I said.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Ngaki.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Galelekile
Ngaki. Nokama Violet Njoli. I am going to swear you in Mam. You may take the oath sitting down.

NOKAMA VIOLET NJOLI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mam. We are going to hand over to Mrs Crichton who is going to lead you in evidence
according to your statement.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mrs Njoli, can you hear me?

MRS NJOLI: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Are they comfortable on your ears? Good. Mrs Njoli, you are here today to tell us about your
daughter, Princess Njoli, and the incident that happened to her on the 25th of December in 1988. Is that correct?

MRS NJOLI: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: I believe your daughter was a school teacher. Is that right?

MRS NJOLI: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: She belonged to a teachers' organisation. Which one was that?

MRS NJOLI: I do not know the name of this union, but she belonged to a teachers' organisation.

MS CRICHTON: According to your statement, it is said here she belonged to the Progressive Teachers Union. Now,
Mrs Njoli, I would like you to tell me what age she was at that time of this incident. How old was she?

MRS NJOLI: She was born in 1959. You can count from 1958, 28.

MS CRICHTON: What I would like you to do now is to tell us what you know of the incident and what happened at
that time. Thank you.

MRS NJOLI: On, in 1988 on the 25th of December, in 1988, it was on the 25th of December three men came at home
saying that Princess Nontuthuzelo was injured. They were going to NU16 to attend a party. She got injured in NU10. I
asked these men of whether she was dead. They said, no, she was just injured. She was taken to Cecilia Makiwane
Hospital. I went to the hospital. They told me that they transferred her to Frere Hospital, because she was badly injured.
They told me to go back home, they would send a report from her doctor in Frere Hospital. When I got home there were
a lot of women. I said to these women my child was still alive. She was in hospital. At three o' clock I was going to visit
her.

One young man came. They were together. Belishiyane was injured, was one of the people who were with Priscilla. He



was in hospital. Siwisa was also injured and Wabena was also injured. They were in hospital. June Jombolo came to me
at home while I was trying, while I was preparing myself to go to visit Princess in hospital. He told me that Princess
Nontuthuzelo had passed away, because she was shot at NU10 in the morning on that particular day. I lost
consciousness because of the shock. I was then taken to hospital. I was released from hospital. When I arrived at home
there were a lot of people together with teachers from Mlwandisa. They were at my home. They gave me tablets.

Joe then told me how Princess Nontuthuzelo died. He said that they were in a car and he was in another car together
with three men and another girl by the name of Virginia. Nontuthuzelo, Princess Nontuthuzelo and Virginia Panziso
died. Two teachers were shot in their arms. That is what they told me. We buried Nontuthuzelo, but before the funeral
six policemen, the Ciskeian Police came to me saying that the Government said that we must not insult the Government
in, during the funeral and there must not be chaos. I thought that they came to tell me that they found a person who shot
my daughter. We buried Nontuthuzelo.

After two weeks the police came again, three police came again with their private clothes saying that nobody knew who
shot Nontuthuzelo and the Government said that the case was closed. I told them that I wanted to know who exactly
shot my daughter, but up until today I did not find them.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Njoli. Just a couple of questions to clarify some things. First of all, these other
teachers that were with your daughter on the day she died, were they also members of the same teachers' union?

MRS NJOLI: I do not know whether they were members, but I am, I think they were members of this organisation,
because she was working together with them.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you and then the second question to you is you said six Ciskeian Police came to your house
and told you you must not insult the Government. I did not quite hear what you said they said after that. Would you
repeat that please?

MRS NJOLI: After that they did not come back. They did not say anything, they left and I never saw them up until
today and three other policemen came telling us that the case was closed.

MS CRICHTON: Was there an inquest at all?

MRS NJOLI: No.

MS CRICHTON: Nothing at all?

MRS NJOLI: Nothing at all.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Njoli, what is your request to the Commission?

MRS NJOLI: My request to the Commission is that I would like the person who did this to my daughter, I would like
him to be found. My second request is that she has got a child, a 17 year old child, and I would like to be helped to
educate this child.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Njoli, is there anything else you wish to add to your testimony before I hand you to the
Chairperson and my colleagues for further questions?

MRS NJOLI: No, there is nothing more. That is all.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Mrs Njoli. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Njoli, you are an elderly woman and you told us a very sad story. We do remember this incident
that took place here in Mdantsane. We are also interested, because we want the perpetrators to come forward so that you
can be able to know exactly what happened on the day of the incident. We thank you. We will try to investigate as the
Commission to try and find out who the perpetrators were, but if we did, if we could not find anything I think that you



will be satisfied, because your daughter fought for the liberation of this country. We do not know exactly who shot her,
from which side. Thank you Mrs Njoli. You may take your place.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: We will now call
Funeka Voyiya.

MS CRICHTON: Which one do we need to do, five?

CHAIRPERSON: Sorry, Nyameka Nondabula. We would like you to take an oath first. She is partially deaf because of
the injury.

NYAMEKA NONDABULA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will hand over to Mrs June Crichton to lead you with questions.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you Madam Chair. Mrs Nondabula, we are aware that you injuries you sustained, can you hear
me? We are aware that the injuries you sustained have affected your hearing. If you do not hear something please just
raise your hand and we will repeat it. You are here today to talk about yourself, about a meeting that you attended to
commemorate the Soweto riots of June 76. That you were at the commemoration, that commemoration was at the
Methodist Church in Mdantsane. Now we would like you to tell us, before you start, what member, what organisation
you were a member of and in what capacity you were attending that commemoration service.

MRS NONDABULA: First of all, I was a member of East London Youth Organisation. It was in 1986. It was in 1986
when this incident occurred. I went to this commemoration, because the East London Youth Organisation members
were there and as residents of Duncan Village we were notified that there will be this service on this date, the June 16th.
It started in Dlokweni Methodist Church and the other one was at Merra in Mdantsane. We then went to Merra in
Mdantsane for this service. When I got there, there were women from different churches wearing their uniforms, their
church uniforms, Ministers were there and the youth.

The service started at two o' clock. When a speaker from the Mandela Release Campaign was on the floor, Mr
Nhonhonho, who was in command of the police, Ciskeian Police at that time, addressed us saying that he knows that the
youth was very strong. He asked the people to stop the youth not to disrupt anything in the township saying that a bus
was being burnt down in NU1. People did not respond and he went out asking the Ministers to follow him. When the
Ministers were approaching the church door we could see that they were assaulted by the soldiers. We did not know
that, we did not know whether the soldiers came with Mr Nhonhonho or they just arrived.

They started beating the Ministers. They then went to the church assaulting everybody who was in that church. The
women who were wearing their uniforms, they prayed. Because I was staying next to these women I also prayed with
them. They stopped praying when a teargas, they released teargas and after that we decided to leave the church. Soldiers
were around and they were beating everybody. I was behind this woman. I hoped that they would forgive us. They
assaulted this woman and they came to me, they beat me. As they were beating us all over there was one huge soldier
next to me. He tried to kick me and there was another one from behind. As they were assaulting us with the sjamboks I
fell down. My spectacles were broken and I was unconscious.



After a while I regained consciousness. I went to a house next to the church. We were taken there to hospital, to Frere
Hospital. I stayed for three weeks in Frere Hospital. I had a cut, my nose, my eyes got injured, my ears were bleeding. I
did not know what was wrong with me at that time. The doctors then told me that I am not going to, my right ear is not
going to hear and my other eye was blind and then ...

MS CRICHTON: Take a moment if you need to. Perhaps I can ask you a couple of questions and then we will continue
with what happened after that. You said that you started at the Duncan Church, Duncan Village Church then you moved
across to Mdantsane. Were you wearing an uniform yourself?

MRS NONDABULA: No, I was not wearing a uniform.

MS CRICHTON: And you said, sorry, I need to, I will give you time. If you would like to have some water. We
understand your emotion Nyameka and realise that reliving these experiences are not easy. Our aim here is to get to the
truth and we want to do that by just clarifying some things. If I just ask you a couple of questions I think you will find
that you will be able to deal with the emotion. When Mr Nhonhonho came in and asked the people to be, what was the
word he used or that you said he used, ordered. He ask the people to be ordered. Was he using a loudspeaker? Yes, he
was.

MRS NONDABULA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: And then he asked the Ministers to go out. Now what was the name of the Minister who was assaulted
by the police as they went out?

MRS NONDABULA: The Ministers who were there was Reverend Nyengani, Reverend Somngesi, Reverend
Makanandi and other Ministers from different churches.

MS CRICHTON: And then you said that the women began to pray and, I presume, by that you meant thus that they
began to sing as well?

MRS NONDABULA: They were not singing at this time. They just prayed.

MS CRICHTON: And then the decision to leave was because the teargas was thrown into the hall. Now you mentioned
that as you tried to escape from that teargas, and the horror of that, there was one huge soldier. Was he a White soldier?

MRS NONDABULA: A Black one.

MS CRICHTON: And he attacked you and hit you and broke your spectacles.

MRS NONDABULA: Those were Black soldiers that were assaulting us.

MS CRICHTON: You were in hospital, you say, for three weeks and it was during that time that you were told that your
hearing and your ear would not be improving. That you had lost the hearing in that ear. Is that correct?

MRS NONDABULA: Yes, that is correct.

MS CRICHTON: Are you ready to carry on now and tell us what happened after this? Did you take this case up?

MRS NONDABULA: I could not lay a charge, because I was a first year student in Lennox Sebi College of Education.
At that time Mr Sebi was the leader. I was afraid, I could not open a case. When I finished my studies it was late. They
told me that I had to lay a charge at that time.

MS CRICHTON: Are you saying then that you actually after this incident and the damage that was done to you, that
you actually did continue your studies and qualified?

MRS NONDABULA: Yes, I continued with my studies in the College and I completed my studies.



MS CRICHTON: So you are what we call a survivor. Somebody who has come through.

MRS NONDABULA: I received help Boarder Councillors, Border Council of Churches to complete my studies.

MS CRICHTON: You have made requests to the Commission in your statement. Would you like to tell us what they are
now so that we can confirm them?

MRS NONDABULA: My first request, I would like money to improve my hearing ability and I would like to get
money to further my studies. Thirdly, I need medical treatment. I would like to go to a specialist so that they can see
what kind of hearing aid is appropriate for me and also help me for my eyesight.

MS CRICHTON: Are you a teacher, Ms Nondabula?

MRS NONDABULA: Yes, I am a teacher.

MS CRICHTON: Because I see in your statement that you have asked for bursaries for school children too.

MRS NONDABULA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Is there anything further that you would like to add to the statement that you have given us so far?

MRS NONDABULA: What I would like to add to my statement is that if Mr Nhonhonho, who was in command of the
police at the time, I would like him to come forward to see what he has done to us, because if he stopped the soldiers at
the time nothing would have happened, but he did not. Secondly, my life changed after this incident, because I cannot
even attend meetings freely, because of my situation. Other people were not aware of this. They thought that I did not
care about people. They were not aware of my problem, of my situation.

MS CRICHTON: Mrs Nondabula, I think, at this point I will hand you back to the Chairperson to see if there are any
other questions before I thank you for appearing before us.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. Do you have question to put. Thank you. There are no questions.

MS CRICHTON: I stand in awe of a person such as yourself who despite the limitations such, something like this has
laid on you, that you have still, in the spirit of true womanhood, moved forward with your life, qualified to become a
teacher and still want to continue further and, at the same time, are concerned that other children have the opportunity
that you have had. I thank you for your courage for coming here. I thank you for your tears too, because it helps us to
remember just what pain people went through for absolutely no reason at all. So we thank you and ask you now to step
down. Thank you. Thank you Madam Chair.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Bongani
Nondula, Nomvuyiseko Forosi, Mtutuzeli Sibewu and Michael Nothwala. We welcome you Bongani Nondula,
Nomvuyiseko Forosi, Mtutuzeli Sibewu and we would like our Reverend Xundu to help you take an oath.

REV XUNDU: Let me start with you Bongani.

BONGANI NONDULA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

NOMVUYISEKO FOROSI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you.

MTUTUZELI SIBEWU: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We will ask Mr Sandi to lead you with questions on behalf of the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let us start with Mr Nondula. Mr Nondula, when I am looking at your
statement I see that you are going to talk about different occasions when you would be detained and tortured from 1977.
Is that correct Mr Nondula?

MR NONDULA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: These incidents started in 1977?

MR NONDULA: Yes, until 1987.



ADV SANDI: Let us start with 1977, the first incident. Where were you arrested and who was arresting you in 1977?

MR NONDULA: In 1977 on the first of October a week after we buried Steve Biko, it was on a Saturday morning. My
mother woke me up. I could see the way she woke up, I could see that was she was apprehensive. I saw a policeman, a
Black policeman, and I found out that it was Mr Nhonhonho and there were also White policemen with him. My mother
gave me my clothes and I put on my clothes. We left. They asked me whether I was Bongani Nondula and they took me
to Mdantsane Police Station in NU1.

When we got to the police station I was taken to a van. I was alone. I think it was three in the morning at that time. It
was still dark. They left me there and I could see that some vans were coming in and they were picking up people,
taking them to Mdantsane Station.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mr Nondula, at the time of your arrest, were you a member of any political organisation?

MR NONDULA: I can say that I was a member of East London Students Cultural Association. I was very active in that
organisation together with Mzukisi Skweyiya. We would come to meet in the Prespretarian Church.

ADV SANDI: Who is Mr Skweyiya?

MR NONDULA: It is the late Mzukisi Skweyiya, the one who died in Lesotho due to a car accident.

ADV SANDI: Before we go back to the police station, the organisation you mentioned what was the situation between
this organisation and the police?

MR NONDULA: As there was a conflict in 1976, students were fighting against the use of Afrikaans and that led to
conflict all over South Africa and students were shot in Soweto, 16th of June. Everything involving students and
organisations, the police were suspicious. Even if we were together we would not be happy, because the private cars of
the police would surround us.

ADV SANDI: They were always following you?

MR NONDULA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Let us now go back to the police station in NU1.

When you were talking about NU1. We would like you to tell us about what happened to you, the torture, the assaults,
the insults. Everything that happened to you whilst you were in NU1.

MR NONDULA: After a while one police, Fikile Zibi, came in. He called, he said I am a dog and he slapped me in the
face. They expected me to cry and they would take advantage if I can cry. I did not cry. They took me to another car.

ADV SANDI: Was it Fikile Zibi alone?

MR NONDULA: He was the one who came to take me out of the van to one private car. He slapped me in the face and
he dragged me to this car. In this care there were investigators, Black men. They put me in the back seat. Next to me
was a person who was also detained. There was another police. I use to see him around. I think he is working for the
CID. On the front seat were White men. The one behind the wheel was Mr van Wyk. Van Wyk was looking at me
through the mirror. They said that today is the first of October, we will show you. You are going to tell us the people
you were with in Mr Botamanie's church on Wednesday where you were taking a decision that today you are going to
burn White people.

I said that I did not know anything about this. I told them not to accuse me of something I do not know. Van Wyk
laughed at me. I could see him from the mirror. We then went to Cambridge.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mr Nondula, do you have full names of Mr van Wyk, because we had a problem to find out
exactly who is this Mr van Wyk or can you give us this name after you have testified?



MR NONDULA: We only knew him as van Wyk. Just like Schoeman. We knew that he was Captain Schoeman. When
I read in the newspaper I heard that he was Captain P S Schoeman who was working with my case. What I am trying to
say is that I do not know him, I do not know his full names, but I can identify him.

ADV SANDI: Let us go back to the assault in the police station in NU1.

MR NONDULA: They did not assault me in NU1 Police Station except for Zibi who took me out of the van and he
slapped me.

ADV SANDI: Were you released on that same day?

MR NONDULA: No, they took me out of the van to the private car to Cambridge Police Station in East London,
because we were in Mdantsane NU1 they were collecting everybody by their cars and while we were all there they took
us to Cambridge.

ADV SANDI: What happened in Cambridge Police Station when you got there?

MR NONDULA: When we got to Cambridge Police Station they took me to a separate office, I was alone. Not after a
long time, one police, late Qambata, came in. He was the one who started assaulting me. He then tried to strangle me
while I was lying down. I tried to stop him. He said that I was fighting back and he stopped. One White man came in
saying that I am a terrorist and this White man also tortured me. He kicked me in my ribs and I fell down. I was then
kicked and assaulted. After a while there was one man, Captain Schoeman, he was sitting on the other side of the table
just like you. I was on the other side. The police were surrounding me.

This White man was asking me questions. The others would beat me and slap me and kick me and this White man at
this time was questioning me asking why did you kill the police. I said that I never killed any police. He said that after
Biko's funeral you came with busses to Highway and you killed two Black policemen. I said, no, I was not there. They
beat me, they assaulted me, they wanted me to tell them truth. I said I am telling you the truth, I do not know anything
about that.

ADV SANDI: Nr Nondula, did you go to court on this particular day?

MR NONDULA: No, I was not taken to court. They kept me in Cambridge Police Station on that day. On the following
day, in the afternoon, they took me to Lloyd Police Station. All this time I was in solitary confinement. They took me to
Lloyd Police Station. I stayed on Sunday. The following day, on Monday, I was taken to Fleet Street Police Station. In
Fleet Street Police Station I was detained with someone who was arrested in connection with crime in Duncan Village.

ADV SANDI: Mr Nondula, I would like you to tell us about what was happening to you, because you have a long story.
We have a problem with time.

MR NONDULA: Alright.

ADV SANDI: In Fleet Street were you assaulted?

MR NONDULA: In Fleet Street White man came late at night. They were going to lock these cells, they were checking
us before locking the cells. The man next to me said that the White men are coming. I was sleeping at the time. This
man got up and I was sleeping. This White man said that stand up Kaffir.

ADV SANDI: When were you released Mr Nondula?

MR NONDULA: I stayed there for two days in Fleet Street and transferred to Fort Klamogen. We were put in single
cells there. I was released on the 19th of October.

ADV SANDI: 1977.



MR NONDULA: 1977.

ADV SANDI: Were you arrested again after that?

MR NONDULA: I am going to quote 1981. In 1981 I was arrested by the Ciskeian Police.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested in 1981?

MR NONDULA: Yes, but I do not remember the month, but it was the beginning of the year.

ADV SANDI: What happened to you in 1989 when you were arrested?

MR NONDULA: I was taken to Zwelitsha, Zone six, the headquarters office of CCIS, the Central Intelligence Services
of Ciskei in Zone six. There was Captain Vuyani Genda in that room. He was on his way out when he saw me getting
in. He said, Bongani Nondula, ...

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Mr Nondula, in your statement Mr Vuyani Genda was not mentioned. I would like you, what
you are going to say about him to tell us afterwards, because we are supposed to give him a notice that his name is going
to be mentioned. Did you appear in court in 1981 after you were arrested?

MR NONDULA: No, I never appeared in court, I was only detained in Dimbaza.

ADV SANDI: After 1981 were you arrested again?

MR NONDULA: I was arrested again in 1982 by the Ciskeian Police.

ADV SANDI: You were also tortured in 1982?

MR NONDULA: Yes, I was. Van Wyk was also there.

ADV SANDI: After 1982 were you ever arrested again?

MR NONDULA: In 1982 I was charged of terrorism and then I was acquitted. Again in 1984. We were arrested as the
East London Youth Congress. I was the President of this organisation. We were arrested in NU13 in that, in the prison
there. We were also found not guilty.

ADV SANDI: If I am not, if I am listening to you clearly, Mr Nondula, from 1977 you would be arrested, detained and
tortured. Let us talk about the damage to you and to your health in general.

MR NONDULA: In 1977 this affected me, this affected my ears. I could not hear clearly. My left ear, even today, I
could only hear through my right ear and in my body I do still hear pain, but unfortunately I do not have a medical
record in terms of my injuries, because when I laid a complaint to the police they took me to the hospital and they said
that the doctor did not see anything wrong with me.

ADV SANDI: Mr Nondula, under these conditions, are you able to work for yourself?

MR NONDULA: Sir, I am suffering a lot, because I am not working. I use to be a casual labourer all my life until now.

ADV SANDI: Do you get a disability grant as a person who is not able to work for himself?

MR NONDULA: No, I do not get a disability grant.

ADV SANDI: In conclusion, Mr Nondula, do you have requests you would like to put forward to the Commission so
that it can forward them to the President concerning the issues or the incidents happened in your life?

MR NONDULA: What I would like to request Sir is that I do sympathise with the Government, because now it will be



his responsibility to support me, but before there can be reconciliation between myself and the people who did this to
me, I would like them to understand that they have destroyed my future. More than two decades I have been doing
nothing for myself. I do not even have something to wear. This also affected me physically, my health is not well. It is
not only my ear, because in Winter I do not have clothes to wear and the kind of food I am eating affects my health.
Again I would like treatment for my ear and the doctors will see what to do for me in terms of a hearing aid. I am
talking in terms of reparation and rehabilitation. I would like to be helped to get a certain course so that I can be able to
open my own business. I would not like to be under someone who would not tolerate my situation.

ADV SANDI: In other words, Mr Nondula, you want to be helped or to be trained in order for you to be able to open
your own business?

MR NONDULA: Yes and I would like to get a specialist for my ear.

ADV SANDI: Thank you, Mr Nondula, for your testimony. Maybe there will be questions from my colleagues. Let us
go to Nomvuyiseko Forosi. I apologise, Ms Forosi, for spending such a long time to Mr Nondula. You have been
waiting for a long time. Your story is similar to Mr Nondula's. Is that correct?

MS FOROSI: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Let me now hand over to you to tell us what happened to you and to emphasise more to what happened to
you while you were in prison.

MS FOROSI: First of all, I was in a church. There was a practice, a youth practice. Whilst we were still in the church
our Priest said that there was something happening in Highway and he told us to go home, because something was
happening in Highway. On that day it was Mr Steve Biko's funeral. The Priest offered us to take us home, because I was
staying in NU1. I got home. In the afternoon a police by the name of Mphathi Sizani, who was my neighbour, came to
me saying, telling me to stay at home the whole day, because the police are coming to get me. There are rumours that I
was responsible for the death of the two police in Highway. I was shocked, because on the day of the funeral I was not
there, I was in church. I knew inside, in my heart, that I was not involved.

ADV SANDI: Excuse me Ms Forosi, are you talking about the day of your arrest?

MS FOROSI: Yes, they arrested me at night.

ADV SANDI: Who was with you at home?

MS FOROSI: I was with my sister and my brother.

ADV SANDI: You were arrested and where did they take you?

MS FOROSI: They took me to Mdantsane Police Station.

ADV SANDI: When you got there what did they say to you?

MS FOROSI: They came at 11 and they knocked on the door. We were alone at home. My mother and my father were
not there. We were orphans, we were staying alone. We opened the door. The police said that where is Nomvuyiseko
Forosi. I said I am Nomvuyiseko Forosi. These were strong men. I stood up. They told me to say, "Power is ours",
because they said that I was in Highway. I was lost, because that was, I did not know what they were talking about. My
brother said please take me, because my sister is still very young. They said if he, if she is innocent we will bring her
back. My brother begged them not to assault me. They promised.

When we got out of the house the very same people who promised not to assault me, they kicked me and they slapped
me. At that time the police did not have any respect for women. They were angry, asking where Toy Wengama is. I was
dizzy and I was confused at that time. I could not even know where Toy Wengama was staying. They wanted me to
show them Toy Wengama's home. It was clear that they knew this house. When we got to Toy Wengama's house they



were still assaulting me. They were clapping me. Some of them were laughing at me.

ADV SANDI: How old were you at this time?

MS FOROSI: I was 17 years old.

ADV SANDI: They took you to the police station after that?

MS FOROSI: No, they did not take me to police station. We went to Toy Wengama's home. When we got there the gate
was locked. They told me to call her, to call Toy Wengama. At this time they were assaulting me. Some of them were
beating me with their batons.

ADV SANDI: Who is this Toy?

MS FOROSI: It is the person who was arrested with me.

ADV SANDI: Was she a young girl like yourself?

MS FOROSI: Yes, we were of the same age.

ADV SANDI: Did you find Toy.

MS FOROSI: Yes, we did.

ADV SANDI: What happened after you found her?

MS FOROSI: They went to pick up all the people involved in the issue of Steve Biko.

ADV SANDI: At this time were there two policemen who were killed?

MS FOROSI: Yes, at the time when they were picking us at our homes they said that we killed two policemen in
Highway. They said that these police were killed when people were coming from Steve Biko's funeral and I was not in
that funeral. I was attending church on that day.

ADV SANDI: When they picked all of you in the community, as the youth, what happened? Did they take you to the
police station?

MS FOROSI: We were taken to the police station.

ADV SANDI: What happened to you in police station?

MS FOROSI: When we got to the police station they started assaulting me, because I said to them we were tired, we
needed to sit down. In the police station I asked them to give us chairs, because we were tired. They beat me and they
kicked me.

ADV SANDI: Were you found guilty in the Court of Law for taking part in murdering the two policemen?

MS FOROSI: We went to the Court of Law and the case was postponed. I think that it was postponed, because they
wanted us to get better, because we were swollen. If our family members would come and visit us they would not be
allowed to see us. They would be sent to different police stations.

ADV SANDI: When did this stop? Did your family members see you while you were detained?

MS FOROSI: No, they were not allowed to come in, but after a while I was having black spots in my face. It was
difficult for me to tell my family members that I have, I was swollen and I had a difficult with my left ear.



ADV SANDI: Did you go to any attorney after you were released?

MS FOROSI: No, because of the situation at that time. If we would go to a lawyer or to lay a charge you would be
killed. I decided not to go to any attorneys.

ADV SANDI: Before we go to Mr Sibewu, I see that in your statement you have a request. I would like you to repeat
that request.

MS FOROSI: I do have a request, Mr Chairperson, that the people who tortured me must try and support me, because
they are the ones who tortured me. I would like them to pay a sum of R20 000,00 for damages so that my children can
get something. I cannot even hear properly with my left ear as a result of the injuries sustained in this torture. I would
like the police who were assaulting me to pay me and I know their names.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Ms Forosi. Maybe you will be asked questions by my colleagues.

CHAIRPERSON: Nomvuyiseko, when you started giving us your testimony you spoke about Steve Biko's funeral in
Highway. Is that correct?

MS FOROSI: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON: Was it a funeral or a memorial service?

MS FOROSI: I do not remember, but our Priest told us that something was happening in Highway. He told us to go
home. I am not sure whether it was a memorial service or his funeral, but I was accused of attending that funeral.

CHAIRPERSON: Steve Biko's funeral was in King William's Town. I think it was only a memorial service.

MS FOROSI: I think people were coming from the funeral. When they got to Highway two policemen were killed.

CHAIRPERSON: So these people were from Steve Biko's funeral?

MS FOROSI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Were you a member of any political organisation at the time?

MS FOROSI: Yes, I was, but we were not known.

CHAIRPERSON: Which political organisation?

MS FOROSI: I said, when I joined the organisation I said that I wanted to join ANC. I was told that that organisation
was banned. I then joined a Youth Congress, East London Youth Congress.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Nondula next to you, do you know him?

MS FOROSI: Yes, I know him.

CHAIRPERSON: Was he a leader of this organisation?

MS FOROSI: Yes, he was, but there were many of us. I know the people who were leading me. When you joined the
organisation you were not interested in knowing the names of the Comrades, but you just wanted to join the
organisation so that we can get a membership card, but we use to hide these membership cards, but what surprises us is
that when you join the organisation the police would know although you would join secretly in the office. The police
would know and even when we were released from prison we were given an order not to be more than five people in the
street.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You may continue Mr Sandi.



ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let us go to Mr Sibewu. Mr Sibewu, when I am looking at your statement I
see that your story is also similar to the two witnesses who just testified. You were arrested, detained and harassed by
the Ciskeian Police. Is that correct?

MR SIBEWU: Yes, that is correct Sir.

ADV SANDI: Let us start in 1980. In which political organisation did you belong to in 1980?

MR SIBEWU: In 1980 I was working for the underground structures of the African National Congress.

ADV SANDI: You were staying in Mdantsane at the time?

MR SIBEWU: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Please tell us, Mr Sibewu, what happened to you? MR SIBEWU: In 1980 the Ciskeian Police came to
my home. They broke the door. They harassed me, they searched my house. At that time I was staying alone.

ADV SANDI: At the time of this were you at home?

MR SIBEWU: Yes, I was at home. They took me out of the house assaulting me. They took me to a police van. At the
time there was schools uprising in Mdantsane. They took me to the police station. I was detained for four months. They
would interrogate me asking me why I visited Lesotho and I denied everything. I did not have any knowledge of
anything. They said that I was working for underground, I was working for banned organisations and I am a communist.
They showed me a file as I was arrested in 1978. They said that the people in which I am recruiting for ANC, they want
these people to kill me. They will try, they will try to make these people in which they said I was recruiting, kill me.

ADV SANDI: Let us now focus on different kinds of torture in prison.

MR SIBEWU: They beat me up while they were taking me out of the house. We were then arrested with other school
children in cell number 14. We had no blankets and at about eight they released us, transferring us to another cell. When
we were being taken out of that cell, a number of men came to me and they assaulted me. I tried to fight back, but others
tried to stop, to stop them. The people who were there screamed and one of those people were Mr Mateli saying that
why are you killing our children which is when they stopped.

ADV SANDI: You were give a R250,00 bail?

MR SIBEWU: In 1980 I was not given bail. I was detained for six months. I was then released in the sixth month.

ADV SANDI: Did you appear in court?

MR SIBEWU: No.

ADV SANDI: In 1980 did you appear in court?

MR SIBEWU: No, I went to court in 1984 when I was a member of the Committee of Ten in the bus boycott in
Mdantsane.

ADV SANDI: Were you found guilty in the Court of Law?

MR SIBEWU: No, I was not found guilty.

ADV SANDI: Briefly, what were you accused of?

MR SIBEWU: I was accused of being a terrorist.



ADV SANDI: Were there any steps taken after you were released or did you go to any attorneys or did you lay a
charge?

MR SIBEWU: Since I was arrested, Sir, from 1978 to 1980 I did not take any steps, because of the circumstances at that
time, because the lawyers would be arrested with us. If you would lay a charge or if you would go to an attorney, you
would be harassed together with that attorney.

ADV SANDI: You have a reason for appearing before the Commission, Mr Sibewu. I would like you to give out this
reason or maybe you have a request or you have expectations to this Commission.

MR SIBEWU: First of all Sir, the people who witnessed the harassments and torture and me and that the police would
come to surround my home at night. The people who witnessed this advised me to come forward to the Commission and
because the past Government is still having certain influence I think these police would come again and try to kill me.
So they advised me to come forward to report my matter. They asked me whether I can forgive the perpetrators or I
want them to pay me. I said that it will be God or we will see what to do with them. He will be the one who will help me
through the pain I suffered due to them, because they did not only arrest me, but they destroyed my reputation to White
people who were helping me and those White people who were trying to help me were also harassed although they
asked me not to mention their names in the Truth Commission.

ADV SANDI: What were you doing Mr Sibewu?

MR SIBEWU: I was a carpentry and I would help in building contracts?

ADV SANDI: Is that all before I hand over to the Chairperson?

MR SIBEWU: Yes, that is all Sir.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Sir. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Sibewu, in your statement you mentioned Imbokhoto in which you were a member in 1980. What
is this Imbokhoto?

MR SIBEWU: I was involved in this in 1978 Sir.

CHAIRPERSON: So in 1978 you were a member of Imbokhoto. What is Imbokhoto?

MR SIBEWU: Imbokhoto was an opposition party existing at the time.

CHAIRPERSON: Was there an Imbokhoto in Ciskei?

MR SIBEWU: Yes, it is the one I am referring to.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mr Sandi. We would like to swear in Mr Michael Nothwala and we will hand over to
Reverend Xundu.

REV XUNDU: Michael Nothwala please stand up.

MICHAEL NOTHWALA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. You may sit down Sir. Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: We welcome you Mr Nothwala. We will hand over to Mr Sandi to ask you questions concerning your
statement before the Commission.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you Mr Nothwala. Mr Nothwala, in 1977 while you were 19 years old
you were arrested in Mdantsane. Is that correct?



MR NOTHWALA: Yes, that is correct. You were taken to Fleet Street Police Station. Is that correct?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: Why were you arrested?

MR NOTHWALA: I was arrested for public violence arising out or riots.

ADV SANDI: Let us go to Fleet Street Police Station. What happened to you when you got there?

MR NOTHWALA: First of all, let me put it this way, the police came at home looking for Michael Nothwala. They
found my mother. My mother was old at that time. We were on our way home at that time. When I got home my mother
told me that, Michael, police Ncoko and Mostert were looking for you. If Michael, if they cannot find me, if they can
find me they are going to shoot me and put me next to the tree in my home and bury me there. When I heard that my
mother was being harassed by the police, because they were looking for me, they took my mother to the police station. I
was in Ndevana at the time, because I was running away from the police.

My brother, Skweriri, came to Ndevana. He told me that our mother was arrested. She was in prison, because they were
looking for me. He told me to go to the police station so that they can release our mother.

ADV SANDI: Did you go to the police to hand yourself over?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, I did at about ten.

ADV SANDI: Your mother was released because you went there?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, they released my mother in the morning, because I arrived there at ten at night.

ADV SANDI: For how long did your mother stay in the police station before she was released?

MR NOTHWALA: I think it was for three weeks.

ADV SANDI: She was arrested because they were looking for you and they could not find you?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, that is correct.

ADV SANDI: You were then arrested and your mother was released. What happened to Fleet Street Police Station?

MR NOTHWALA: We were kept in Mdantsane Police Station. Ncoko and Mostert came at night. At about 12 midnight
they called out our names, Tobie Konyalobese, they say Michael Nothwala. We stood up and the doors opened. After
that we, the, we went out. We saw Mostert, a White policeman, and Ncoko, a Black policeman. They said that we were
terrorists and they were looking for us saying that we were fighting against the Government. We said that we do not
know anything about that. They used a 4.1 white car. Mostert was driving. They took us to Fleet Street in a small room.
You could not even see down. We had to stand up the whole day. Tobie Konyalobese was called to one office. We
advised each other with my friend that if they are assaulting you, you must scream so that I can hear what was
happening.

After that Tobie Konyalobese screamed begging them not to kill him. I could hear that he was being assaulted. After
that I was called. I got in the office. Tobie Konyalobese was released and they took, they closed, they took him to that
small cell. When I was in this room they told me to sit down. They asked me what was happening in Highway. I said I
know nothing about Highway.

ADV SANDI: What was happening in Highway at this time?

MR NOTHWALA: We were coming from Steve Biko's funeral. After the funeral we heard rumours on our way back



that there was something happening in Highway. We were told not to go through Highway, to take the other way and
the bus took us to Tandabhantu.

ADV SANDI: These two police were they killed at the time when you were arrested?

MR NOTHWALA: When we were coming from King William's Town we did not hear anything about two dead
policemen. When we were our way there was a garage in which we stopped and we did not go to Highway, we took the
other way. The bus went through Tandabhantu Cash Store.

ADV SANDI: What were you charged of?

MR NOTHWALA: In court I was found guilty, because there was a car belonging to Coca-Cola which was damaged.

ADV SANDI: Is that the only accusation laid against you?

MR NOTHWALA: After that, because we did not want Government cars in our area, I was then charged of being
involved in killing the two policemen in Highway.

ADV SANDI: How long did you stay in prison after you were sentenced?

MR NOTHWALA: Before I was sentenced I stayed for six months in Kulungutu. I was alone. There was nothing for me
to read. It was only myself, my blankets and the bucket.

ADV SANDI: The three years you sentenced, did you spend it in prison?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, in Waainek Prison in Grahamstown.

ADV SANDI: You said that you suffered internal injuries. Can you please explain this to us. What happened to you?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, I can tell you. When I was released in Waainek in 1979, on the 17th of November when I was
released from prison I came back home. Within three months I was vomiting blood, because of the injuries sustained in
prison. I tried to treat myself. Even last week I vomited blood again.

ADV SANDI: Because of this incident you stopped school and you could not even find a job?

MR NOTHWALA: First of all, I did not, I was not able to go back to school.

ADV SANDI: In which standard were you?

MR NOTHWALA: I was doing standard six at the time.

ADV SANDI: Did you find work after you were released?

MR NOTHWALA: In 1979 I was released. I tried to continue to go back to school. I did standard seven in Mazomhle in
1980. In December of that same year my mother died and she left an amount of money. She told me to continue with my
studies. I went to David Mama to complete standard seven. After that I could support myself financially. Even now I do
not have parents. I decided to go and look for work in order to build my home, but even today I am not working.

ADV SANDI: Mr Nothwala, before I hand over to the Chairperson, please tell us briefly what are your requests to the
Commission. Do you need any medical treatment?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, I do need medical treatment, because when I was tortured by Mostert and Ncoko I told them
that I suffered from asthma. They did not care about that. They put a tube in my face and they said that I was going to
tell them the truth. If I was ready to tell them the truth I would step down. I suffer from asthma.

ADV SANDI: Do you get a disability grant? Do you get a disability grant?



MR NOTHWALA: No, I do not.

ADV SANDI: Is that all Mr Nothwala, because if I am looking at your statement it seems that that is all?

MR NOTHWALA: Yes, that is all.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Nothwala. Thank you Mr Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We would like to thank the four of you for coming before the Commission to give us your
testimonies. I think most of the people, most people in this country, they know Steve Biko. We had visitors here from
America. They wanted to go and visit Steve Biko's grave, but I think most people are not aware that because you
attended Steve Biko's funeral you were tortured this way. I think the purpose of the Commission is to give a chance to
those people who were not known to come forward and to say what happened to them. We thank you for coming
forward and for telling us what had happened to you so that South Africa can know that the people like Steve Biko have
contributed in this country and others who are well known have contributed in this country, but there are people whose
names are not mentioned. They have also contributed a lot for the liberation of this country. We thank you for bringing
forward these painful stories to the Commission.

One person said tomorrow, yesterday that maybe the Commission will not do anything. It will just hand over a report to
the President, but we cannot deny the fact that this process of the Truth Commission has given people a chance to come
forward and to tell the whole country about what happened to them. We thank the four of you and we have noted your
requests before us. Our job is to make a report and forward that report to the President. He will be the one to decide
what to do as he the one who is supposed to take a final decision. We thank you and we will take a break up until two o'
clock.

------------------------------
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MS CRICHTON: Number?

CHAIRPERSON: Number ten.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON: Before you sit down, we would like you to take an oath.

JANE NOMAKHEPU NTSATHA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You may sit down. Dr Smangele Magwaza will lead you with questions.

PROF MAGWAZA: Good morning Nomakhepu.

MS NTSATHA: Morning.

PROF MAGWAZA: We welcome you for having come here today to share us, to share with us such a horrendous
experience you have had in your life. From the information I have in the file, you have gone through every possible
violation. You have been tortured, you have been beaten, you have been detained and many other things have happened
to you. We would like you to share it with us, all those experiences. Can you start by telling us what happened to you
starting on the 24th of November 1981 and in the process, Nomakhepu, you can tell us broadly what was happening at
that time. There must have been something that was happening at that time. I leave it to you now.

MS NTSATHA: What happened is that the ANC and other political organisation had been banned. I joined the ANC
underground in Lesotho. I went, because I have got family in Maseru. I was working for the ANC. I would come in and
out of the country. My task was to form cells and stay in Zwelitsha. In 1980 when I joined the ANC I formed cells in
Zwelitsha. I got certain Comrades. After that some Comrades wanted to leave the country. I left with them. I had a
seven month old baby that I was breast feeding, a boy.

In November I left with the Comrades, Thabo Bashe, Mncekeleli Peter, Phumezo Mene. I have forgotten the other
Comrade's name, because he passed away. On the way, we were travelling by train, in Burgersdorp we were waiting for
a bus. We realised that we were missing, Phumezo Mene was the only one there. I do not know what happened, but
apparently they had gone to the township. It was only the two of us that got onto the bus eventually. There were two
brothers. I left with the one. The other had gone to the township. I do not know what he had gone to do at the township.
Phumezo and I got onto the bus. We were on our way to Aliwal North.

On the way a car stopped the bus. Khumbula Thabo and other gentlemen came. They identified themselves as
policemen. I was with my sister as well. They asked if I was with Cora. They left with Cora. Khumbula Mene, there is



also a brother. Phumezo Mene and then there is Khumbula Mene. Khumbula is the one I was with in the bus. After that
Thabo gave a signal that these were the police, therefore I did not divulge anything. When we got to Aliwal North
towards Stickspruit a Boer and a Black man got onto the bus. They said that they are looking for a woman with two
children. It was only myself that was left. I was taken to the Aliwal North Security Branch office.

They asked where I was going. I said I am going to Stickspruit. They asked who I was with. I told them that I was with
my sister and my child. They said I was lying. They called other police. There is a Boer, Bezuidenhout, he got onto the
table and pulled my hair. He said I must tell the truth, where, I said I was going home. They took something from a
sack. He left with the sack as well. They came back with it. It was wet. They put it on my face. I think they referred to it
as a canvass bag. They suffocated me. They, my child was crawling at the time. They just gave him a toilet bag to play
with. I told them that I was going home. They were slapping me until I fell on the floor. Bezuidenhout sat on my
stomach, took my babies little blanket and stifled me on my face.

After that they said they said they were going to detain me. They are going to take my sister and my child and take them
home. I asked them to leave the child with me, because my baby was being breast fed at the time. They took me to
Jamestown Police Station. I spent the night there. I saw four cars. Thabo was in one of the cars. We came back to King
William's Town.

PROF MAGWAZA: Excuse me, Thabo was the other Comrade. I am just clarifying?

MS NTSATHA: Thabo was one of the Comrades. When we got to King William's Town they put us in different rooms.
They put me in a particular office. There was a Boer who spoke Xhosa very well. I later heard that his name is Hattingh.
He ...

PROF MAGWAZA: What is his name?

MS NTSATHA: Mr Hattingh.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay.

MS NTSATHA: He said I must tell the truth, tell them where I was going. I told him I was going home. He said that if I
do not tell the truth, I was going to be beaten up. The floor was wet. He said a man had been beaten up and urinated on
the floor. They said that if I do not tell the truth I was going to be beaten just as much. I insisted that I was going home.
They came towards me with a sack. They threw me on the floor somehow. They pulled my legs. They put electric
shocks on my breasts, on my stomach and at the bottom. Also, around my jaws, because I would bite my, the inside of
my mouth, my oral cavity when they would, I was on shock.

They said I must tell the truth. They said I must go to Hattingh. Hattingh said that I was going to tell the truth. I could
not control my bladder because of the electric shocks. I had just given birth as well. Therefore I think there was
something around my uterus. Hattingh said I must sit down. I told them eventually that I was from Lesotho, I was
recruiting ANC members and forming cells. He asked who was recruiting, who had recruited myself. I said it was Sima.
They asked for forgiveness for having tortured me. They asked if I could work for them. They are going to release me.
They are only going to detain the rest. They said now and again I would bring them information. They also said that
they wanted me to help them with a certain gentleman they wanted in Lesotho. I said that I would not be able to do that.
They must just detain me. They said that they would pay for my university fees, give me a car and give me R1 000,00
every month if I worked for them as an informer. After that, the following day they put us together. Thami and them
said my eyes had gone blue.

PROF MAGWAZA: Excuse me when you say "Thami and them" it was Thami and whom?

MS NTSATHA: Thabo Bashe, Mncekeleli Peter, Phumezo Mene, Khumbula Mene.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay.

MS NTSATHA: I told them that I had been beaten up the previous day. I had green bruises all over me. I showed them



the bruises. I told them that there were electric shocks that I, they applied on me. We went to Zwelitsha together with
Hattingh and them, the police that is. I cannot remember whether they had hand-cuffed me. We went to my house and
they found ANC documentation, a Steve Biko portrait, also S Chaba. They took that. They took me to Barkely East
Police Station. They told me that I was going to be detained under the Section 6, Terrorism Act.

I stayed with my child in a cell. November, December, January, February. Four months that is. They said that I must
give them my life history. I must write it down for them. I did that. One afternoon at about half past four, it was very
warm, I was with my child. My baby just had a vest on. They said I must just come quickly. My child cried, because
they insisted that I leave him behind. My child was crying. They said that I was talking shit. They said that I must tell
them exactly what I did in Lesotho. I had not written down the truth. I told them it was. I said that my baby was crying, I
had to go back. They said that they would not release me until I tell the truth. After that a Boer stood behind me and hit
me, slapped me from the back.

PROF MAGWAZA: Okay, can you tell us, here you, from the information we have here you were detained, you were
sentenced to eight years and you were detained for five years, three months. Is that true?

MS NTSATHA: After I was detained for six months I awaited trial for 11 months. That is when I got ill. It is in King
William's Town Prison that I awaited trial. In 1983 I was sentenced. I was sentenced in 1983, eight years imprisonment.
They said that it would be five years, three months, my sentence would be running concurrently.

PROF MAGWAZA: Five years, three months?

MS NTSATHA: I served five years. The three months had a fine of R300,00 attached to it. My sister paid the R300,00. I
therefore stayed five years in jail.

PROF MAGWAZA: A few other questions to ask. What happened to the other Comrades? Were they also detained?

MS NTSATHA: We were all detained. Whilst in detention we would go to sittings with Magistrates. Mncekeleli Peter
and myself would always be put together until we were released from detention six months later. Thabo Bashe was on a,
on hunger strike. He was pale. They had beaten him up, because they wanted him to be a State witness. He said he had
refused to eat, because he did not want to be a State witness. We then all went to court. Thabo and Khumbula refused to
be a State witness. Phumezo was charged with purgery. He was released. Thabo was sentenced to two years
imprisonment. Cora, three years. Mncekeleli Peter was my co-accused, also three years.

PROF MAGWAZA: I see here you mention Mr Bezuidenhout as one of the people who tortured you. Is he the only
one? Can you, do you have the identify of others? No, no, okay, well I am not going to ask you for the identity of others,
but he is the only, is he the person who did most of the torturing, Bezuidenhout?

MS NTSATHA: Bezuidenhout was the Boer that was beating me up at Aliwal North. There were other Black men as
well. Sergeant Vusani was there as well. He did not beat me up, however. He said he does not beat up women. He just
took my child and held my child in his arms. There were other Black policemen who were beating me up. There was
also another White man who was slapping me. In King William's Town Fosche electrically tortured me.

PROF MAGWAZA: One more question. You had said they gave the child to your sister to take him or her away, but
now I am made to understand that eventually the child was with you in the cell and for how long was the child with you
in the cell and why did he have to come back to be with you in the cell? Can you hear me?

MS NTSATHA: Yes, I can hear you Mam. What happened is they took my sister home after my child had been one
year, six months, because when I was arrested my child was seven months old only. Therefore my sister came when I
was ill in King William's Town Prison. After six months of trial I could not urinate. I think it is because of the electric
shocks. I went to a doctor, I was giving medication. I lost a lot of weight, because the side effects of the medication was
loss of appetite. I told my sister that I was not well. When I handed my child over in King William's Town the police
came and said I must go back into the cell and eat at the cell at 11 o' clock. They said that they were in a hurry, I must
go with my food and my baby into the cell.



When I was in there I washed my plate, but as I was washing the plate the water ran out. As I was trying to flush the
toilet as well I could see that there was no water. I realised that there was some gas. I could smell gas coming out of the
taps. I realised that I was getting dizzy. My child was sleeping. Whilst I was dizzy the police came. Usually when they
come to the cell they make a whole lot of noise and my child would get up. That particular time my child did not get up.
They came and said they had come to fix the loo. I said that my child was not waking up. They said what was wrong. I
told them there was gas coming out. I took the child and put the baby outside the cell.

A nurse came. This nurse that she did not know what was going on. My throat was very dry because of the gas and I
was still dizzy. I went to try drink water from the loo, but I could and I could see from the mirror that I was absolutely
pale and my throat was very dry. I was supposed to get a visitor. I saw Vuyisa, my sister, coming to visit me. They said
that they are going to close early. I said I was not going to, back to the cell with my child, because they were going to
kill me and what I was saying was not coherent. Therefore it was imperative that my sister leave with my child. I could
see they wanted to kill me. I refused to go back to the cell. I started screaming so that if, so that if they kill me I would
have made some noise so that the other prisoners could hear.

I had read about a certain Dr Aggart. Apparently before he died he had been unconscious standing outside. I thought
perhaps they would also want to kill me the way they had killed Dr Aggart. I said that I would not go back to the cell. I
made a whole lot of noise. They then said I must take my child to my sister. It was all foggy. Vuyisa then took my child.
I went back to the cell. When I got there ...

POWER FAILURE

CHAIRPERSON: If we could proceed with the hearing.

MS NTSATHA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for your patience. I think your perseverance reflects your appreciation of the work of the
Commission. Sometimes we would hear what would happen with the electricity in Mdantsane. Today we have
experienced it. This day was supposed to be heard by the entire South Africa. I would hear on the radio that they are
waiting to go on with the hearing in Mdantsane, but there is no electricity. Now the entire South African country knows
that the electricity in Mdantsane is not reliable. We are going to hand over to Tiny Maya to proceed.

MS MAYA: Thank you Commissioner. Nomakhepu, we apologise, because you were the one who was trying to
complete your story. I would like to remind you that you are under oath. You are still under oath as you were sworn in. I
would like to remind you that you were telling us about your sentence, five year sentence. As your sentence was five
years, three months your sister paid the R300,00 fine to cover the three months. Will you please continue and tell us
about your child. Where is your child now?

MS NTSATHA: He was here. He just left. He is at school. He is in standard six.

MS MAYA: How old is he?

MS NTSATHA: He is 16.

MS MAYA: Having stayed with you in prison and having been separated from you, did this affect his life at all?

MS NTSATHA: Yes.

MS MAYA: How so?

MS NTSATHA: First of all, I am an orphan. After my sister took him from prison, she was still at school. He would
move from home to home. Eventually he stayed in Zwelitsha, because my sister gave up her education for my brother.
His eyes were red for about six years. Even now his eyes are still red. After I got out of jail he did not know me, because
he was seven years old. We parted when he was young, one year, six months. He is a very nervous person and we do not
have a good relationship. He does not take me as his mother. We do not have a good, substantial relationship. He is



closer to my sister than myself. If he could go to a doctor perhaps. He does not do well at school. The teachers do not
know what is wrong with him.

MS MAYA: Thank you Nomakhepu. Excuse us. Do you have anything else to add?

MS NTSATHA: I was talking about the gas in the prison, when they were gassing my cell. That gas was very
dangerous. After I brought my child back I use to sleep in a bed. They changed it all. They changed the linen. I refused
to go in. I asked why they had changed my bedding. I said that they were going to kill me, they had a plot and they were
going to say that I had killed myself. I said that they would have to use another method to kill me and not the method
they use to kill other Comrades. They called White police to force me in. I refused. They called a doctor to give me
tablets. I refused. I was forced into the cell. I was not fully conscious because of the gas. It was at about four. The Head
of Prison was there.

MS MAYA: Who was he?

MS NTSATHA: Mrs van Heerden if I was there. Mrs van Heerden. She was there. I got fully conscious the next day. I
was just wearing my panties. I was wondering what they were going to say I had committed suicide with, because I had
told my sister to take everything home so that they do not say that I had killed myself, hung myself with my dress or
whatever. I had taken my dress and put it in the toilet and it was wet. They gave me prisoners clothing.

MS MAYA: You were then released?

MS NTSATHA: Yes. The following week they gassed me yet again. Mrs van Heerden was there yet again. I screamed
out and these women, White women, came. Van Heerden asked why I was making such a noise. Van Heerden said I
must stop making a noise. If I continue they were going to hang me to. She asked if I know what strangling is all about.
She showed me. I then stopped screaming. The next day Mr Maqabie came to visit me. I could not speak properly. I told
him that they had tried to gas me to death again. I told him I was scared. They must please find out, they must tell me
why they were gassing me. They must tell me the truth, what was the gas they used.

MS MAYA: Do you have other requests?

MS NTSATHA: If I could go to the doctor. I served both in the South African and Ciskeian Prison. I suffered from
ulcers. I was eating special food. They would drug this special food of mine. At night my stomach would hurt, it would
ache terribly. I ended up refusing eating the food. They were drugging me. I could not sleep, I was insomnic and my
stomach would ache. After that they laid charges on me and I went to court within the prison.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MS NTSATHA: Hinzwa was going to represent me legally. The Magistrates were the Ciskeian Police. I won that case
representing myself. They could not sentence me, but after that they really ill-treated me. They would not give me any
medication even when I was ill. My whole left side was swollen. I suffered from palpitations. My left would hurt all the
time. On the Thursday the doctor would not give me medicine. My sister came to visit me. I told her. We could not even
finish speaking. They threw me back in. After that they took me to the hospital within the prison.

MS MAYA: So you would like specialists to check what is going on with you?

MS NTSATHA: Yes, I would appreciate that, because my joints hurt sometimes. If, also, they could examine my child.

MS MAYA: Thank you Nomakhepu. Is that all?

MS NTSATHA: Yes Mam. As I have two children, if I could be assisted financially to educate my children.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Maybe the co-panellists would like to ask you further questions. I will hand you over to the
Chairperson, the Reverend.



CHAIRPERSON: I thought Ms Maya was the Chairperson. June Crichton would like to ask a question.

MS CRICHTON: Can you hear me Ms Ntsatha?

MS NTSATHA: Yes, I can hear you.

MS CRICHTON: Good. There is just one question, well, actually two, but I need a very short answer from you simply
because of the time problems we have. You mentioned that you gave your clothes to your sister, because you thought
they might think that you were going to commit suicide or had committed suicide if you were dead. Was that something
that had been happening? Had you been hearing about people committing suicide when you knew that that was not the
case?

MS NTSATHA: Will you please repeat your question please?

MS CRICHTON: I asked you if you were concerned that people would think you had committed suicide if you died?

MS NTSATHA: Yes, I was very concerned, because I know Comrades like Mabethla, there were rumours that they had
committed suicide, but we know that that is not true. Dr Aggart, they said that Dr Aggart had also killed himself, hung
himself with sheets. I was in detention when he died. They thought that I did not know how he died. They would take
the clothing and say that it is proof that we had committed suicide. I told them specifically that they must try other
means. They are not going to kill me the way they killed the other Comrades.

MS CRICHTON: My second question to you just needs you to answer yes or no. Did they, at any stage, try to convince
you to become an informer?

MS NTSATHA: Yes.

MS CRICHTON: Thank you very much Ms Ntsatha. I hand you back to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you June. As it turns out I am still the, Madam Chair. I thought that when the Reverend came
back he would still be chairing. I am terribly sorry about what you have gone through, especially the pain of having
been parted with your child. As Dr Magwaza had said, there is nothing that you did not go through, especially because
you are a woman. A lot of things that happened to you happened because you are a woman. They would not happen,
would have happened were you a man. You were very young when you joined the struggle. We hope that all that has
happened to you has not discouraged you. I hope you are strong and you are still positive about life. Thank you. You
may step down.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Philda Nomvula
Roxiso, who are you with?

MRS ROXISO: It is my nephew.

CHAIRPERSON: What is his name?

MRS ROXISO: Toto Ngqeza.

CHAIRPERSON: Ngqezi.

MRS ROXISO: Ngqeza.

CHAIRPERSON: Ngqeza. Is he going to give some evidence?

MRS ROXISO: Yes Reverend.

CHAIRPERSON: Reverend Xundu is going to swear both of you in.

PHILDA NOMVULA ROXISO: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you. Toto.

TOTO NGQEZA: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Mr Chairperson, they have been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya is going to lead you in evidence on behalf of the Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Can you hear me? Good afternoon Mam. You are going to talk about Deliswa
Roxiso who was shot on the eighth of November 1981. Is that so?

MRS ROXISO: Yes.

MS MAYA: How were you related to Deliswa?

MRS ROXISO: My daughter.

MS MAYA: Could you briefly tell us what happened on this day.

MRS ROXISO: It was in 1981 on the eighth of November. They were going to go to a funeral where Thozamile Qoto's
parents had passed away in Pilton. She left in the morning to go to the funeral. In the afternoon, late afternoon, before



sunset, I was going to go to a church service, but I just did not feel good so I did not go. At about five o' clock the first
person to enter my house was Toto Ngqeza who is sitting next to me. He got into the house, walked to the kitchen. He
looked at me strangely with everybody around. I asked if they had all come back from the funeral. He said that
something had happened, however, at Highway. There were shootings. I asked where Deliswa was. He looked around.
Toto, where is Deliswa, I asked, where did you leave them? I went towards the door.

One of my sons walked in. He looked morbid. I asked Toto for the third time where Deliswa was. He then said she has
been injured, she had been shot. I walked out, walked towards the gate, but I went back into the house. I walked around
the street. I wanted to go to where she had been shot. I asked Toto where my daughter was. He said that they had taken
her. My husband arrived from a meeting. There were people who heard the news at Highway, they also came. They
thought that they should go to the police station as Toto had given a report that Deliswa had been taken by the police. I
wanted to go, but I was told to stay. I went to the taxi somehow, but then got back home. I was going up and down, I did
not know what I was doing, frantic. Eventually I settled down.

They came back at about ten in the, at night saying they are from the police station. They could not get any leads. They
were told to come back the next morning. They went to the police station, they did not get any proper leads. On the
Tuesday they were told that my daughter had passed on.

MS MAYA: Was there unrest in the township at that time?

MRS ROXISO: At the funeral in Pilton the Ciskeians came, harassed the mourners. When the busses were coming to
Mdantsane, Highway the Ciskeians started shooting at the busses that had gone to the funeral.

MS MAYA: Has the, was there any witness?

MRS ROXISO: There were a lot of witnesses. People who saw Deliswa being shot.

MS MAYA: When you found out about her death what did you do? Was there a post mortem? Did the police harass you
before and during the funeral?

MRS ROXISO: The police would come to our house harassing us. We could not rest. The corpse was with the police.
Everything was done according to the, to their desires. Eventually they gave the corpse back to us to bury.

MS MAYA: How old was Deliswa?

MRS ROXISO: She was 19 years.

MS MAYA: Was she at school?

MRS ROXISO: She was looking for a job. She was helping a the SADWU offices where she had joined the union. She
had gotten a job at J & J. She was going to start working on the ninth. However, she passed away on the eighth.

MS MAYA: Apparently, you were sent to an office at Bisho.

MRS ROXISO: A Ford Sierra was sent to our house and we were called to this police station. I cannot remember
whether it was after the case had been postponed. She got injured and shot before Ciskei was independent. This man
with the Ford Sierra said that we must go to Bisho. However, we must first go to NU1. Mr Errol Sebe kept on
postponing. I was suffering from tonsillitis when an elderly man, dark in complexion, with glasses with a Ford Sierra
came to my house. He got into the house with documentation. He was talking to my husband in the lounge. I said that
my husband should handle the matter, because I was suffering from tonsillitis, I went to my bedroom. He, this man said
that he had been sent from Bisho to tell us that we were going to be called in.

He asked what had happened, if we got any form of help after my child had passed on. We told him that nothing had
happened. He said that the Government was supposed to help or supposed to do something at the least, because he had
also stated that this child had passed on and been shot accidentally. After this man had left nothing happened.



MS MAYA: Do you know who this man was?

MRS ROXISO: No.

MS MAYA: Did he say who he had been sent from?

MRS ROXISO: He said that he was sent from the Government offices in Bisho.

MS MAYA: You may proceed.

MRS ROXISO: After the case had been postponed nothing happened. I said to my husband we should go to Siwisa. We
went to Siwisa, but to cut this short, after I came back from Siwisa I do not know what happened. I fell ill. I got very
nervous that night and I went to bed. As I was sleeping I heard a voice asking me why I had gone to an attorney,
because Maria never went to an attorney, Mary never went to an attorney even though she saw her son being harassed
and ill-treated. I woke up from my sleep. I started praying, asking the Lord for forgiveness. I was not supposed to have
gone to a legal representative.

During the times when I was surrounded by enemies, my Lord was always with me on, at my side. He spoke then and
even now he was speaking. I asked for forgiveness for having gone to an attorney. I got up after having prayed. I said to
my husband we should leave everything to rest, because so much had been revealed to me. I did not know whether the
Lord had taken my child for a reason that he had seen in me. The Lord is always with me, in all situations. I asked the
Lord to heal my wound and His will be done and I surrender like Mary.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mam.

MRS ROXISO: In conclusion, even after I had given the statement I thought I was not going to come before the
Commission, but I had to come. Even as I sit here I have not come to lay charges. The word that the Lord had given me
is still in my heart. I got the word from Isaiah 53, Mark 4, Luke 2:46. When I read those Scriptures not knowing what to
do, but the Lord spoke. Even as I sit here I surrender all to the Lord. I hold no grudge. I am waiting on the Lord and the
work He did through this incident.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mam. I just have two short questions. The statement before us declares that there was an
inquest and a police was guilty and somebody asked for forgiveness at the Government offices. Could you briefly tell us
about that?

MRS ROXISO: I have no knowledge of the policeman that asked for forgiveness. All I know is that it is Mcanyangwa
killed Deliswa.

MS MAYA: What happened to Mcanyangwa? Was he prosecuted?

MRS ROXISO: He was not prosecuted. He had carried on interrogating my children, harassing them. My child ended
up an exile in Cape Town. He said that it is him who had burnt down his house.

MS MAYA: Is Toto going to say anything?

MR NGQEZA: Mr Chairperson, there is nothing new I would like to add except if the Commission would have
questions to ask me. According to my statement I will answer.

MS MAYA: When Deliswa was shot where were you?

MR NGQEZA: I was not there, I was at NU7. I was one of the people that prepared for Thozamile Qoto's funeral, but I
told the Comrades that I would not be able to go back to the funeral. One of the reasons why I was not going to be able
to go to the funeral was because the police was aware that I was in the struggle and I did not want to be exposed. From
unit seven in Mdantsane I saw people at the highway. I asked what was going on. They said that a Comrade had been
shot. I tried to find out. Some had said she works at Johnson & Johnson. The others said they do not know. As a



Johnson & Johnson worker I was interested and wanted to know who it was. At the end of the day I found out it was
Deliswa, my own cousin. I went home to report as my aunt has just said.

MS MAYA: Thank you. I am going to hand you over to the Chairperson. Maybe there are questions.

CHAIRPERSON: I just want to ask one question. Mrs Roxiso, in this written statement you have requests. You wish the
Commission to investigate this matter. I want to know if it is so, because according to your evidence today you do not
want this to be, happen.

MRS ROXISO: Well, the perpetrator denied the whole matter even though there were witnesses. If he could come
forward and admit to this act.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mam, thank you Toto for the evidence that you put before us today. Evidently it is your
faith that gave you strength during the hard times. Thank you for putting forward your evidence in the manner you have
done. I trust that we are going to be able to have access to the inquest records in order to bring this matter to completion.
We may succeed in this, we may not, but we will try. Thank you for your courage for coming before the Commission.

------------------------------
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHAIRPERSON: Vuyani Sokupa.
We welcome you. Please get up to take the oath.

VUYANI SOKUPA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. You may sit down. Ntsiki Sandi will lead you in evidence.

ADV SANDI: Thank you Mr Chairman. Mr Sokupa, you said that in 1985 you were the organiser of which
organisation?

MR SOKUPA: East London Youth Congress.

ADV SANDI: Then you were arrested by the Ciskeian Police and you were beaten up. Where were you arrested, where
did they keep you?

MR SOKUPA: They arrested you, they arrested me from NU12.

ADV SANDI: You were being asked about a policeman that had been killed.

MR SOKUPA: I beg your pardon.

ADV SANDI: What were they asking you?

MR SOKUPA: They were not asking me anything, Boutie just arrested me. He said that I was holding meetings at my
place. We were in a truck and he said that we were going, he saw me at NU7. He said that we will meet at NU12.

ADV SANDI: Let us talk about the details of your torture.

MR SOKUPA: They took me from the truck, arrested me. They took sjamboks and beat me up.

ADV SANDI: Were you injured?

MR SOKUPA: Yes, my left eye does not see properly. I often have headaches. I have, I had, I sustained internal
injuries.

ADV SANDI: You also have a loss of memory?

MR SOKUPA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: And this was caused by the ill-treatment?

MR SOKUPA: Yes, I was beaten up the most.



ADV SANDI: Did you go to a hospital?

MR SOKUPA: No, I did not.

ADV SANDI: You lost a job after you were beaten up. Where did you work? Please come closer to the mike.

MR SOKUPA: Meyer's Meat and Fresh Food.

ADV SANDI: You lost both jobs?

MR SOKUPA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Did they give you reasons for your loss of employment?

MR SOKUPA: No, well I was not satisfied even with the salary that they were giving me.

ADV SANDI: You are not working?

MR SOKUPA: No.

ADV SANDI: Is that all?

MR SOKUPA: Yes.

ADV SANDI: Do you have a request?

MR SOKUPA: I have a 14 year old child. I do not have a job. If the Commission could help me.

ADV SANDI: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Vuyani for your short evidence that you were beaten up. They would beat you up. We are
going to investigate as to why Boutie beat you up. Thank you Vuyani. We cannot give you answers at the moment. We
are going to report to the President and we will take it from there. Thank you. You may step down.

------------------------------
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CHAIRPERSON: We would like to call Mandla Tobezweni to come forward. Mandla Tobezweni, we welcome you.
We would like Reverend Xundu to help you take an oath.

MANDLA TOBEZWENI: (Duly sworn in, states).

REV XUNDU: Thank you Mr Chairperson, he has been properly sworn in.

CHAIRPERSON: Tiny Maya.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Mr Tobezweni, your story before the Commission today concerns yourself.
You were arrested and tortured in Ciskei, especially 1987. Is that correct?

MR TOBEZWENI: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: I will now give you time to tell us your story, briefly.

MR TOBEZWENI: Thank you. On the 20th of July 1987 at about half past two, I was at work at that time. I was called
to the office. I thought that they called me, because I had a telephone call. When I got to the office there were White
men from CBA and Cambridge. They called me inside. They told me to go with them to Cambridge. I said to them that
I left my jacket in the locker. They told me to go with them as I was. We went at about three and there was another
worker who was taken with that car. When we were near the John Vorster Bridge, one White man said that I had a link
with a banned organisation. I did not answer that.

We got to Cambridge. There was an album in Cambridge. He paged through this album looking for a particular person,
but he did not find the photograph of this person. He then took me to a Ford Sierra. He told me to put my duster coat in
my face. When we passed Highgate I peeped through, because I wanted to know where they were taking me to. They
were talking with each other at the time. What I forgot is that when they did not the photograph in that album they said
that I am going to tell them the truth in Mdantsane. When we got to Mdantsane they were angry and they dragged me
and they were pushing me towards the burglar proofs in Cambridge.

MS MAYA: Before you can go forward, Mr Tobezweni, I have a request. Unfortunately, the statement before us shows
us that the names of the police who tortured you are not here and that means that you cannot mention these names here.
We only heard about their names on Sunday when we were talking to you. I would like you not to mention their names,
because they are not in your statement. You may proceed.

MR TOBEZWENI: They put, they took me to the office in Mdantsane and when I got there, there were about 16
Security Branch officers. They told me to sit down. I sat down. They asked me about Sipho Dlomo. I said I do not know
him. They said that I was going to tell them the truth. They put me in a table and they hand-cuffed my legs. They also
hand-cuffed my, they tied my hands behind, putting a plastic in my face asking whether I knew Sipho Dlomo.



MS MAYA: Where did they put the plastic?

MR TOBEZWENI: They put the plastic in my face. I said that I did not know Sipho Dlomo. They asked me about
Mathemba Vuso. I said, yes, I knew Mathemba Vuso, we use to play soccer together. They asked me where he was. I
said I do not know. They said that you are going to tell us the truth. They put a plastic again saying that what I was
saying, they were going to write it down. They put a tube in my face for a long time. My hands were tied behind and I
was also hand-cuffed in my legs. The tube was still in my face. I lost strength.

MS MAYA: For how long did they do this to you?

MR TOBEZWENI: We got there at half past three in the police station. They did this up until half past five.

MS MAYA: After this did they release you or were you arrested?

MR TOBEZWENI: I was taken by the police, they took me to NU12. In NU12 they put me in cell number eight. It was
dark at that time. The police who was there showed me blankets, toilet and water. I was feeling pain at that time. After
that the police locked me inside and left me there. I was feeling pain in that cell and the next morning at about eight they
came and look at me. I was still there. The following day, on the 22nd, I was arrested on the 20th and on the 22nd of
July they came again. They called me as GCN24 and they called my name out. On the way one police asked me whether
I went, I knew Port Elizabeth. I said that, yes, I use to go to Port Elizabeth. He asked me whether I knew Buing. I said,
no, I do not know that. Can I mention their names?

MS MAYA: No, do not mention them Mr Tobezweni. Thank you.

MR TOBEZWENI: They then took two tables, they took a plank about a metre long. They placed this plank in my arms
and between my legs and my arms. They tied it, asked where Mathemba was. I said I do not know.

MS MAYA: Let us go back, we will come back to this issue. Why were they arresting you? Did you have any
connection with political organisation in the township or what was happening?

MR TOBEZWENI: I did not have any connections with political activities.

MS MAYA: The people who were asked from you, where, who are they?

MR TOBEZWENI: Mathemba Vuso was playing soccer with me. He left in 1982, left for Johannesburg to look for
work.

MS MAYA: After he left to Johannesburg was there any connection between the two of you?

MR TOBEZWENI: No.

MS MAYA: The people who were in exile, who came back were you in connection with them?

MR TOBEZWENI: He just came back saying that he was from Johannesburg. He came together with his friend. He
introduced me to the friend, they left again.

MS MAYA: You were not aware that they were coming from exile?

MR TOBEZWENI: No, I was not aware.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Please continue.

MR TOBEZWENI: They tortured me, assaulting me, asking me about his friend, Mathemba. They asked me where he
was staying. I said I do not know. They put plastics in my face and they put a tube in my face from ten o' clock to two o'
clock.



MS MAYA: This torture, when did it stop?

MR TOBEZWENI: I was released on the 20th of October.

MS MAYA: All this time you were being tortured in this way?

MR TOBEZWENI: I was tortured on Monday and on a Wednesday. Especially on a Wednesday.

MS MAYA: Why did they, what happened, why did they stop torturing you?

MR TOBEZWENI: They stopped torturing me when one man came. This man was also arrested.

MS MAYA: You said that the name was, the man was Sindi Dlangula?

MR TOBEZWENI: Yes. I pretended to be dead, because they put a plastic in my face. As a result of that I could not
breathe. After putting off the plastic they would put on a tube in my face. I pretended to be dead, because I could not
breathe. They were scared at that time. They tried to beat me in my thighs with a sjambok and I could not move. They
then took a cigarette, they burnt me with the cigarette and they used seven cigarettes. They wanted me to wake up and I
was relaxed at the time, because they put off the tube in my face.

MS MAYA: When Sindi Dlangula got in they stopped torturing you?

MR TOBEZWENI: I urinated myself and I was trying to look around to these people who were torturing me. While I
was still trying to wake up they kicked me again and I could not breathe again, but I managed to get up and I sat in the
chair and Sipho got in.

MS MAYA: You said that you were released in October. What happened?

MR TOBEZWENI: I saw the police coming in October telling me I was released.

MS MAYA: Did you appear in a Court of Law?

MR TOBEZWENI: No.

MS MAYA: As you were tortured in this way and you got injured, did you lay a charge or did you go to any attorneys
for advice?

MR TOBEZWENI: I did not lay a charge and all the time I was wearing one trouser and one shirt and a duster coat and
there was blood in the duster coat from my, both arms. I reported to the police that I was bleeding. They said that they
are going to send someone. A Chief Magistrate came and I reported this matter to the Chief Magistrate saying that I
was, I had a problem with my arm. He wrote this down and he told me that people from NU1 are recovering.

MS MAYA: What is the Magistrate's name?

MR TOBEZWENI: It is Mr Nwaba.

MS MAYA: Thank you. Is that all your story Sir? If you would like to add something you may do so.

MR TOBEZWENI: On the fifth these police came to check me. They, my two arms were swollen and these police, that
I am not going to mention by names, went to NU12 clinic. The nurse who was there asked me where I was coming
from. I said that I was coming from detention. This nurse said that she cannot treat me, because there was one nurse who
was in court because she treated a detainee. They took me back to the cell. The following day, on the sixth, they took me
to Cecilia Makiwane Hospital. In Cecilia Makiwane Hospital they then took me to Dr Mklenge. My arm was swollen
and people asked me what happened. I said that I was involved in a car accident. Dr Mklenge asked me what happened.
I said that I was tortured on the 20th and on the 22nd. I stayed for 15 days and they took me to hospital on the 16th day.
Dr Mklenge gave me medicine and told me to go hospital frequently so that I can be checked. The two police said that I



was going to treat myself in the cell. My, both arms were swollen.

It was difficult to use the tap in the cell. When I tried to change I would have, I would wash my trouser and I would be
naked, because I would have to wait for it to dry up. My wife tried to bring clothes for me, but she was not allowed to
get in.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Tobezweni. After you were released did you lay a charge?

MR TOBEZWENI: No, I did not, because these people were police and I would have to lay a charge in other police.

MS MAYA: What is your request to the Commission?

MR TOBEZWENI: I had twins born in 1985. They were homeless at that time and I am still feeling pain in my back as
a result of this torture. I would like a medical aid, because the one I had was dissolved. I have three children and the
younger child is three years old. I went to stay in East London in Breylon. My children are studying in Southernwood. I
have to pay R400,00 school fees for them.

MS MAYA: What is your request concerning your children?

MR TOBEZWENI: They are using bus to school. It is R40,50. I take them to school and they come back with the bus. I
do not, I was operated three times in my back. I was broken while I was playing rugby and I had screws in my body,
seven screws and.

MS MAYA: Where were these screws?

MR TOBEZWENI: They were in my ankle. So I would like the Commission to help me, but I am scared of getting
another operation. Maybe I will be paralysed.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Tobezweni. My last question. The people who tortured you in this way, if you can see them
today what would you say to them? Do you have peace in your heart?

MR TOBEZWENI: I would have peace if they can come forward. My children are asking me what happened to my
arms. I said that I was assaulted by the police. If these police can come forward and my children can be here I would
show my children that these are the people who assaulted me and that would satisfy me.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mr Tobezweni. I will hand over to the Chairperson. Maybe you will be asked questions.

CHAIRPERSON: Mr Tobezweni, thank you for coming before the Commission. When you were making your written
statement you, did you mention the people who tortured you, because the Law of the Commission states that if one is
going to mention the name of the perpetrator in public, that perpetrator has to be noticed, the perpetrator has to be
notified 21 days before the hearing so that he can get a chance to come forward if he wants to, but unfortunately you did
not give out those details in your statement, but although you did not mention them in public, we would like you to go to
that table and to give out these names so that we can include these names in your statement. I thank you for coming
before the Commission and we thank you for your story. You may go back to your seat Mr Tobezweni.

------------------------------
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here. Our last witness, Samuel Zwelibanzi. Trayishile, please stand up.

TRAYISHILE SAMUEL ZWELIBANZI: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Who is the lady next to you?

MR ZWELIBANZI: She is my sister.

CHAIRPERSON: Is she going to testify?

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON: Her full names.

MRS GIYA: Nosisi Florence Giya.

CHAIRPERSON: Nosisi?

MRS GIYA: Florence Giya.

CHAIRPERSON: Florence. Your surname?

MRS GIYA: Giya.

CHAIRPERSON: Giya.

NOSISI FLORENCE GIYA: (Duly sworn in, states).

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mam. I will hand over to Tiny. She will lead you with questions on behalf of the
Commission.

MS MAYA: Thank you Chairperson. Mr Zwelibanzi, you are here to tell us about what happened to you especially in
1984. You said that you were arrested and you were tortured. The police forced you to confess to the murder of a
policeman by the name of Noko. Is that correct?

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: At that time were you a member of any political organisation?



MR ZWELIBANZI: No, I was not.

MS MAYA: Why were you being accused of murdering this policeman?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I do not know why.

MS MAYA: In your statement you said that Noko's son pointed you as the person who killed his father.

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Did you know the late Noko's son?

MR ZWELIBANZI: No.

MS MAYA: Why was he pointing you?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I do not know.

MS MAYA: The police, did you know him?

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes, I knew him.

MS MAYA: Did you know how he was killed?

MR ZWELIBANZI: No, I did not know.

MS MAYA: Is there any reason why you were associated with Mr Noko's murder?

MR ZWELIBANZI: No, there is no reason.

MS MAYA: You say that you were arrested and you were tortured. Who arrested you and who tortured you where?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I was arrested by Baleni, Feliti, Kota and Mkhuseli. These are the Ciskeian Police.

MS MAYA: What did they do to you?

MR ZWELIBANZI: They tortured me.

MS MAYA: How?

MR ZWELIBANZI: They tortured me in different ways. They put a tube in my face, they put me in the water.
Everything was done to me.

MS MAYA: Where were they torturing you?

MR ZWELIBANZI: At Tamara Police Station?

MS MAYA: The people you mentioned do you know exactly who did these things to you?

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: Please explain to us.

MR ZWELIBANZI: Baleni took me from hospital. They, Mkhuseli tied my hands and my legs. Feliti and Kota took a
tube and they placed the tube in my face. I became unconscious and I regained consciousness in a prison cell. They
poured water all over me.



MS MAYA: For how long were you tortured?

MR ZWELIBANZI: For two years. I was in Tamara Police Station and they were torturing me.

MS MAYA: Did you appear in the Court of Law?

MR ZWELIBANZI: Because I admitted to the killing I appeared in the Supreme Court.

MS MAYA: What happened?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I was, the case was dismissed.

MS MAYA: Did you know exactly why were you arrested? Why were you accused of murdering this police?

MR ZWELIBANZI: No, the reason why I admitted to this killing is because they were torturing me. They said that if I
do not admit to the killing they will destroy my family members. They said that I was from Lesotho. I said that I was in
Johannesburg, not in Lesotho. They accused me of lying saying that I came from Lesotho. I told them that I was in
Johannesburg, not in Lesotho. I stayed in Bree Street in Johannesburg. Noko family then pointed me as the person who
killed this policeman. They said that they are going to destroy my family members, because they were not going to, they
said they were not going to allow terrorists in this area. They went to fetch my mother. Baleni took me from the prison
cell to show me my mother. My mother was in that cell. She was naked. There was blood all over that prison cell. I then
admitted to the killing.

MS MAYA: Mr Zwelibanzi, you said that your mother was arrested and you found blood in her police, in her cell.

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes, she was assaulted.

MS MAYA: How old was your mother?

MR ZWELIBANZI: My mother was very old. I was a last born at home so I am not sure about her age, but if I can
count I think she was born 1910 or 1912. She was above 18.

MS MAYA: When was she released?

MR ZWELIBANZI: She was released after I admitted to the killing.

MS MAYA: For how long was she arrested?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I do not know, because when I saw her it was clear that she spent a lot of time there. I then decided
to admit to the killing.

MS MAYA: Did you know the people who tortured your mother?

MR ZWELIBANZI: It was Baleni, Baleni, Kota, Feliti. Baleni was the most dangerous.

MS MAYA: How was your mother's health after her release?

MR ZWELIBANZI: My mother would be admitted in hospital now and again. There are documents or we have a file
and Mr Hinza Siwisa has this document. My mother's name was Nolonso Sibawsa, Nolonso Zwelibanzi.

MS MAYA: When did she die?

MR ZWELIBANZI: I am not sure, but the death certificate is with you.

MS MAYA: Let us conclude Sir. Can you please tell us how this affected your health.



MR ZWELIBANZI: My doctor, Dr Agwala in Cecilia Hospital said that my veins in my head are damaged and I am
waiting for a sick pension. I have a wife and children. I have to support them, but I cannot do anything for them.

MS MAYA: Before I ask your requests let me ask your sister whether she has got anything to add.

MRS GIYA: Thank you Chairperson. What I would like to add to what my brother has already said is that we suffered a
lot. My mother was arrested, my mother was staying with my daughter and my brother's girlfriend. The girlfriend was
pregnant at the time. A child came at home saying that the police have arrested my mother and this child was also
assaulted by the police. The child was injured. Again the police came and they took my son, Amos Giya. They assaulted
him. As a result of that he would, he is mentally disturbed. He would go to Makiwane Hospital now and again. I tried to
go and visit my home. The neighbour said that the police do not want anybody in that house.

I went to Hinza to report this matter. He told me to go back to my house, because the police would come and arrest me.
There was no peace. The cars, police cars would come around. After two months I tried to go back home. When I got
home it was not locked. The furniture was not there. The house was empty.

MS MAYA: Excuse me Mrs Giya. I do not want to disturb you, but we do not have a statement about the people you
just mentioned. We have a statement about Trayishile Zwelibanzi. If that is all about him we would like to stop there. If
you have a wish to submit statements you can go to our office to submit your statements.

MRS GIYA: Can I continue with the case of my mother?

MS MAYA: You can continue with the request, because Trayishile has already told us what happened to your mother.

MRS GIYA: We have no home now. Trayishile is not well. They are not staying at my home. Trayishile has epileptic
fits. He cannot work for himself. He cannot even support his family. I would like to make this request concerning this
family. I requested to come here to be with him so that I can support him. Since he was released from prison he suffered
from epileptic fits.

MS MAYA: Thank you Mam. Let us now go back to Trayishile. Trayishile, you have requests here. You requested you
would like to know the real truth behind the imprisonment.

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes.

MS MAYA: You would also like to be trained so that you can work for yourself.

MR ZWELIBANZI: Yes, that is correct.

MS MAYA: Thank you for your testimony. I will hand over to the Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON: We thank both of you for appearing before the Commission. Your sister decided to come and support
you and we thank her for that. We have noted the requests you have made before the Commission. We will forward
them to the President of the country together with his Cabinet. As you are the last people I would like you to stay there
and give me a minute so that I can thank everybody here.

First of all I would like to thank people from Mdantsane. I never saw this kind of commitment before. Yesterday you
were here and we heard from the radio that people from Mdantsane stayed from 11 until four when we had a problem
with electricity. People wanted this hearing to continue. Today it is very cold in this area, but despite that you came to
listen to the witnesses who are going to testify before the Commission. It is our last hearing. In other places if it was
cold people would not come and attend. It will be only ourselves, staff members and the witnesses, but in this hall there
are a lot of people attending today. I would like to thank people from Mdanstane, the way you supported this hearing.

The TRC started its job in this region in the service, in the Assembles Church. At the time it was not clear whether the
TRC would be supported by the people or not, but people from Mdantsane attended and supported that hearing and it
was a success. I would like to thank you for supporting us. I would like to thank the people who gave us this hall and the



owner of the hotel. We thank the way they treated us. This hall today was booked for another event, but they gave us the
hall so that we can finish our hearing with dignity. Again, I would like to thank the police. I do not know whether they
are here today. I would like to thank the interpreters for interpreting for us.

I would like to thank the staff of the Truth Commission, their hard work so that this hearing can be a success. I would
like to thank Pila Qombo for showing marks of leadership. When we had a problem with electricity he tried to help us.
He showed decisive leadership by looking for alternatives. I would like to thank Pila very much. If you only relied on
the electricity we would have had a problem.

Again, I would like to thank Siyabonga. Siyabonga has shown me something that I never, never imagined to be a
briefer. First of all Siyabonga is a man, a young man, a handsome young man. I never thought such a young man would
be able to take a responsibility to comfort people. We associate this job with old woman. Such a young man, his
responsibilities is to look for ladies around here in this hearing. He has taken the work of an older person and he did
what he did. Siyabonga, thank you for what you have shown us. It has touched me, it has touched me particularly and
the way in which you have done it. Moreover you are a statement taker, this is not your job.

I would like also to thank the local social workers, those who were helping us in this hearing. They volunteered to help
us so that this hearing can be a success and all the people who helped us. I would like to thank the press for their
patience during a very difficult hearing. Last of all, I would like to thank the panel. Tiny Maya, for sharing the hearing,
yesterdays hearing together with June Crichton and Professor Magwaza who left yesterday. I would like to thank Ntsiki
Sandi, Mkibisi Xundu who is not here. It has been a difficult week, but it has been a very good week in terms of this
hearing. Thank you very much. God bless you.

Lastly, we will have interview together with the press. People who want to listen to this, they can do so, but they can do
it quietly. Those who want to go out, they may go out now. Thank you.

------------------------------
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