
The President’s desk

--- NEWSLETTER ---

A historical feat for the SCA! For the first time in well over a 
century, 44 percent of the court’s complement of judges com-
prises Women, 11 out of 25 appeal judges are Women, whereas 
out of 241 judges in SA only 94, that is 39 percent, are Women.  

S.A hapter:  

We SAC-IAWJ congratulate Justice Tshiqi one of the longstanding members of
the SAC-IAWJ on her appointment as Justice of the Apex Court of South Africa
with effect 1 October 2019!     

All the SCA Women Judges are members of the SAC-IAWJ

The 2019 conference theme of the IOJL was “A KEY TO SUCCESSFUL
TRANSFORMATION OF THE JUDICIARY”.  It is the first time that
the IOJT held a Conference in Africa. The 9th Conference was held in
Cape Town from 22-26 September 2019. Justice Khampepe the most
senior member of the SAC-IAWJ introduced the DJP who delivered key note address
at the opening ceremony.       

CONSTITUTIONAL COURT JUSTICE TSHIQI 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR JUDICIAL TRAINING  

Justice of the Constitutional Court of South Africa



Judge Rakotoarisaona Lucette (Madagascar), Judge
Naomi Shivute(Namibia) standing amongst SAC-IAWJ
delegates at the welcoming ceremony of the IOJT.
The IOJT held a successful conference which
was it’s first paperless conference.   

SAC-IAWJ Deputy President, North West Regional Court President,
Noncembu presented a paper ‘IMPROVING PUBLIC TRUST AND
CONFIDENCE-SPECIFICALLY ON MANAGING ACCOUNTABILITY,
JUDICIAL OUTREACH AND THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF
ETHICS’ at the IOJT Conference.

DEPUTY CHIEF JUSTICE ZONDO & JUSTICE KHAMPEPE 

Judge President Leeuw and Regional Court President Noncembu at the IOJT
Welcoming ceremony.



Family Law Dialogue
The Minister in the Presidency for Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities in
Partnership with United Nations Women and the South African Chapter of the
International Association of Women Judges hosted a family law dialogue with
Women in the judiciary, including civil society organisations to discuss multiple
challenges that women face and how the judiciary can be an enabler in ending
gender inequality.  

Justice Tshiqi delivered a paper on the penultimate day of the IOJT Conference
dealing with ‘THE NEED FOR CONTINUING JUDICIAL DIALOGUE IN THE
AREAS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL CONDUCT, CHILD BRIDES AND
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH’ 

The Program started with the overview panel consisting of the Honorable Deputy
Minster, Professor Hlengiwe Mkhize placing the month of August in context. Deputy
President of SAC-IAWJ, Regional Court President Vuyokazi Noncembu, Judge
Celeste Reinders, the Regional Representative of UNODC  Zhuldyz Akisheva, the
Representative of UNWOMEN Anne Githuku-Shongwe served on the overview
panel.  

 

 

 

 



SAC-IAWJ members from the nine Provinces in attendance from left to right
Genevieve Adams, Nolubabalo Cengani, Zukiswa Hans, Denise Persence, Vuyokazi
Noncembu, Anthia Ramos, Alta Bhana, Patiswa Mjame, Sadia Jacobs, Patrinos
Vasiliki, Mikateko Mabobo, Tumisho Tladi,Charmaine Le Marc, Chetna Singh
and Sheila Lushaba.

Special Advisor to the Minister, Mmabatho Ramagoshi, enunciated that the ultimate
objective of the dialogue is to empower women and begin a dialogue on how to
eradicate patriarchy; that the Department of Women want to partner with SAC-IAWJ
to replicate this programme nationally; that government has as its aim to be educated
and empowered to bring about the change sought.

OVERVIEW PANEL

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Department of Women, Youth and People with Disabilities and UNWOMEN
thanked SAC-IAWJ for simplifying the law for them and the audience. They
requested that we partner with them to roll out the programme Nationally. SAC-IAWJ 
emphasized the need for an intersectoral approach in addressing the scourge of 
SGBV in our country.

The President of the SAC-IAWJ, Justice Maya, has embarked on spearheading the
establishment of a SAC-IAWJ Law Journal, in partnership with JUTA Publishers with 
the aim to provide a platform that will :-

(a) Publish contributions by Women jurists and Men aligned with the objectives of the
SAC-IAWJ, writing on judgments and related issues which address the SAC-IAWJ
objectives;
(b) Encourage women jurists to improve their research and writing skills;
(c) Enlarge the pool of thought leaders in the legal field and disseminate their work
more widely.

In realisation of this, SAC-IAWJ with JUTA launched the Writing for Publication
Program with its first Writing for Publication Workshop held from the 1st to the 2nd of
October 2019 at the Supreme Court of Appeal in Bloemfontein.  

SOME OF THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS PRESENT

SAC-IAWJ MEMBERS ATTENDING THE WRITING
FOR PUBLICATION WORKSHOP

 

WRITING FOR PUBLICATION WORKSHOP



Newly appointed Senior Magistrate Fatima Khan held a Family law dialogue at the
Wolmaransstad Magistrates court on 28 August 2019. All court role, players were
involved and the community actively participated in the event.  

The Eastern Cape held a wellness breakfast on 19 October 2019 at the Reef café,
Nahoon. The theme of the wellness breakfast: “Conversation on Gender Based
Violence”. Regional Magistrate Sadia Jacobs was the program director.  

PROVINCIAL EVENTS

Health screening was conducted.

The event was concluded with  a snack provided by Ms. Khan.

EASTERN CAPE: WELLNESS BREAKFAST



Speakers were Dr.Foster, Executive Director Women’s Rights
International and Dr. Lubisi, the Dean of Law, University Fort Hare. 



The speakers were introduced by Magistrate Aukamp from the East London
Magistrates Court.  

The paricipants enjoyed a 7 minute shoulder and back massage.   

All present had their blood pressures checked.  



Participants in the Belinda Molamu memorial walk on the Nahoon beach.  

The event was concluded with the two provincial coordinators Regional Magistrates
Cengani and Mjame handing over gifts to all attendees after all enjoying a hearty
breakfast!

ACTING APPOINTMENTS

Melisa Jordaan is appointed acting Judge in the South Gauteng High court for the
period 7 October 2019 to 13 December 2019.

Anthia Ramos was appointed Acting Regional Magistrate in the Western Cape. 



--- PRESIDENT’S NOTE ---

2019 has been an extremely difficult year for South Africa. The country is being
buffeted by many serious challenges including the ravages of climate change, a
weak economy and failing public institutions, debilitating corruption in the private and
public sectors and grossly violent crimes, especially against women and children.
Positive change is nowhere in the horizon. But true to the nature of life, there have
been a few pockets of achievement, joy and pride. We still relish the exciting and
sweet memories of the Springbok win at the recent Rugby World Cup and, a few
days ago, the crowning of our home grown natural beauty and gender activist, Miss
South Africa Zozibini Tunzi, as Miss Universe.

Closer home, SAC-IAWJ has enjoyed some notably high moments of its own. It has
been most heartening to see a significant number of our members clamber up the
rungs of the judiciary, all the way to the Constitutional Court, on acting and
permanent appointments. Without doubt, this activity will continue into the future.
Members must not stop working hard and put themselves out there so that they are
ready when the opportunities knock on their doors.

A particularly proud moment has been the launch of the SAC-IAWJ Law Journal, a
first of its kind, that will provide women with a platform to publish their views on the
various legal issues, especially those that implicate the values and objects of the
Chapter, and create a cadre of women thought leaders who can write ably and
professionally. Members are strongly encouraged to attend the excellent writing
workshops that Juta Publishers is rolling out across the provinces so that we may
start producing quality articles for publication in our own journal soon.

Members have shown tremendous diligence, commitment and loyalty to the
woman’s cause –patriotism at its best –and have put in a lot of work in a number of
SAC-IAWJ values-based projects, nationally and provincially. The highly successful
Mentorship Programme run by Gauteng, which offers our young aspirant lawyers a
brilliant opportunity to experience the law at a practical level, and recently produced
a huge number of graduates is one such initiative. There are many other activities,
just as worthy.

SAC-IAWJ is immensely proud of all these milestones and hopes that the
inspirational events covered in this edition of our newsletter will engender a well-
earned sense of accomplishment and pride in us and encourage us to carry on with 
this wonderful work into the future.

I wish you all a safe and restful holiday season and a happy and prosperous new year.

Justice Mandisa Maya, President  

Newsletter compiled and edited by Sadia Jacobs: Assistant Vice President Publications with the assistance of 
the executive.  


