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Dear Colleagues

It is most pleasing that despite the myriad challenges brought by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
our intrepid Publications Team, ably manned by Sadia Jacobs, has diligently continued its 
work and produced this newsletter.

As you will read in this issue, a lot of good work continues to be done, albeit in adapted con-
ditions. We are all learning, in very difficult circumstances, new ways of doing things and 
our job, such as working on digital platforms as much as possible despite poor technologi-
cal resources, to ensure that the administration of justice is not stymied, whilst keeping 
everyone safe. In that vein, the Executive Committee is also exploring the possibility of a 
virtual Annual General Meeting so that the Chapter’s urgent business is not delayed.

Regrettably, we have entered most difficult time our generation has ever experienced. The 
peak of the pandemic is upon us and the number of infections and casualties continues to 
rise on a daily basis.  Many of us have already been affected by the virus personally or at 
least know someone who has been affected, infected or even died. We have started to con-
tend with seemingly bottomless grief as we and our loved ones are ravaged by the pandem-
ic and we are often cruelly robbed of even a chance to bid those we lose final good- byes. 

Our country is bleeding jobs, the economy is at an all-time low and corruption and the plun-
der of the very precious resources set aside to fight the pandemic remain rampant. And, as 
if this is not enough, the scourge of the most barbaric forms of gender-based violence, 
violence against the most vulnerable members of our society and the trampling of their 
basic human rights, racism and the devaluation of life generally, have made an alarming 
resurgence, not just in our own backyard but across the world. And to add to this devasta-
tion, we have now suffered the tragic and untimely loss of much-loved Colleagues and 
active members of the Chapter Kroonstad Magistrate and SAC-IAWJ Free State Provincial 
Co-ordinator, Ms Theresa Mohlamonyane née Monaledi, Pietermaritzburg Magistrate 
Mumsy Boikhutso and Pretoria Regional Magistrate Mokone Eagleton Moloto. These are 
indeed the worst of times.

But we dare not lose hope. Even amidst the ceaseless pain we continue to endure, it has 
become clear that there are, nevertheless, many positive lessons to learn for humanity, 
which it will continue to learn after the pandemic has passed, which it will, on how the 
human species should live on planet Earth, to sustain it and all life in it.

Let us keep washing our hands, avoid touching our faces, self-distance and wear masks 
when we have to be in public spaces, observe all the safety protocols that our experts have 
set for us and keep safe until the storm passes.

Blessings to us all!    

---The President’s Desk ---



Women’s day Message

Dear Colleagues

Today marks the 64th anniversary of the great women's march of 1956, where some 20000 
South African women marched to the Union Buildings to protest against the carrying of pass 
books in the apartheid era. This day is to honour those courageous women, and to remind 
ourselves of the great things that we can achieve when unified towards a common goal.

Unfortunately, our celebrations are diminished by the difficult times in which we find 
ourselves as a society. Our communities continue to be ravaged by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, bringing the entire world to a virtual standstill. Local infection rates have surpassed the 
half million mark and continue to climb, having claimed the lives of over 10000 of our fellow 
citizens thus far. The impact of the pandemic has been exacerbated by the confluence of 
poverty, inequality and crime, most acutely affecting the most vulnerable members of our 
society. Most concerning of all has been the drastic increase in incidents of gender-based 
violence. The scourge of violence against women and children is at an all-time high and 
threatens to destroy the very fabric of our society.

The necessity to socially distance has physically alienated us from our friends, our loved 
ones and life as we know it. But let it not alienate us from our humanity. As we remember 
those brave women from yesteryear, let us fortify our commitment to the restoration and 
preservation of our hard-won freedoms. We must continue our fight against injustice and 
protect our women and children, always.

While the future remains uncertain, there is light at the end of the tunnel. This too shall pass, 
and it is our resilience as a nation that will see us safely through these unprecedented 
times.

Keep safe and happy Women’s Day!! 



The Republic of South Africa like the rest of the 
world was plunged into a crisis as a result of 
COVID-19. All institutions, governmental and non-
governmental had to make means to continue 

the well-being of all the citizens especially those 
above sixty years of age, as the medical experts 
warned.

The Supreme Court of Appeal was no di�erent. 
Subject to Practice Directives issued by the Chief 
Justice of the Republic of South Africa, Chief Justice 
Mogoeng Mogoeng, in a Court Directive issued on 
24 April 2020, the President, Justice Mandisa Maya 
called upon all justices of the SCA to stay home but 
continue with their work as they would have done in 
Bloemfontein: Business as usual but under unusual 
times.

These Practice Directives provided inter alia  that 
the court building shall remain open for essential 
services, and that remote hearings shall be 
conducted during the May 2020 court term. The 
subsequent directives of 29 April 2020 elucidated 
how the proceedings would be conducted via video 
and or audio hearings, with the presiders managing 
each sitting as they would have in the normal run of 
the mill.

In anticipation of the May hearings, Justice Maya 
facilitated and coordinated the training of all twenty-

weeks before the court term commenced, on 4 May 
2020. 

The training was conducted in virtual form with 

a Secretary, researchers and the IT specialist per 
session. All justices participated. Two days before 
the term commenced, the President and all justices 
participated in a virtual meeting of all including 
the acting justices as they would have done in 
Bloemfontein, to chart the way for the term and 
further assess the viability of virtual hearings/
proceedings. The meeting was a success and a taste 
of what would be experienced in the 28 days of the 
second term. 

The resolve from all to achieve justice was 
proportional to the courage to pursue it even when 
this was unchartered terrain in unprecedented times.

these, the one highlighted is Carel Wynand Roux 
and others v Theunis Christo�el Botha and others 
(Case No: 427/2019)  because the President like the 

behind the cameras and observed how the hearing 
was conducted. She switched on at 9h00 instead of 
9h30 like all the panel members. 

ADJUDICATING AND SERVING 
JUSTICE IN UNCHARTERED TERRAIN 
DURING UNPRECEDENTED TIMES: 
COVID19

THE SUPREME 
COURT OF APPEAL

WE WORKED UNDER REALLY 
DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES 
WITH ALL THE GLITCHES 
AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
DEFICIENCIES BUT WE 
PULLED IT OFF

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SCA
MS. MANDISA M. MAYA

1.



She literally called each of the panel members that 
were not yet connected to start to connect. By 9h45 
all panel members, both counsel, the instructing 
attorneys, the litigants who were granted permission 
to observe the proceedings from the comfort of their 
homes in the Western Cape as well as the media were 
all on board when the clerk of the court introduced 
the matter. 

This case was about two neighbours in the Breede 
River Valley in the Western Cape who had been 

and extent of certain servitudes over a piece of land 
previously owned by two brothers who had bought 
it from their late father. 25 years later with this land 
in the family, the younger brother sold his portion 
to a purchaser outside the family as a result, dispute 
after dispute arose between the neighbours. The 
proceedings were conducted by the Justice Navsa, 
Mocumie, Makgoka JJA & Govern and Ledwaba 
AJJ. The matter was introduced by the clerk of the 
judge and all parties welcomed by the presider, 
Justice Navsa. The hearing took almost an hour 
and a half. Judgment was reserved. The order to be 
handed down electronically.

National 
Commissioner of Police v & The Minister of Police v 
Gun Owners of South Africa (Gun Free South Africa 
as amicus curiae (561/2019)
hearing to be live streamed in SA on Facebook and 
YouTube, at the request of the parties, subject to the 
court directives regarding avoiding disrupting the 
proceedings. The media also joined on the platform 
to observe the proceedings. The presider was 
the President, Justice Maya with panel members: 
Zondi, Schippers, Plasket  JJA and Eksteen AJ. All 
South Africans across the country watched the SCA 

Justice seen! Justice experienced!

Now, a few days before the end of the term, 
the President, true to her inclusive and collegial 
leadership style, took a step back to look at the term 
when it started to take stock. On the 28 May 2020, 
she wrote to her colleagues proudly,

‘Dear Colleagues…

The last matter on the May 2020 term roll was 
heard yesterday [27 May 2020]. All the matters 
which the litigants requested to be heard, 47 in 
all, were adjudicated successfully. So we were 
able to dispose of our entire roll (except for those 
matters in respect of which the parties opted for 
open court hearings in due course). As far as I 
know, no other court in the country has been able 
to do that and the courts that have sat dealt only 
with urgent matters. I know that there was some 
hesitation from some of us in the beginning. This 
was understandable considering that no virtual 
court had been run anywhere in the world before 
the Covid-19 pandemic and it was unchartered 
terrain. But once we decided to go ahead with 
the new method everyone gave it their all. We 

we pulled it o�, using our own home facilities to 
dispense justice, and helped of course by Gareth, 

I of the lockdown) and the rest of our support 

times (which family doesn’t?) but when it comes 
to our work and the good of our court we are 
unbeatable.

Thank you.

I have no doubt that there will be a marked 
improvement in the coming term and I will 

promise to improve our connectivity and procure 
a Zoom license. 

Best wishes,

Mandisa’ 

A follow-up training to improve on and sharpen the 
skills of the justices on virtual hearings on Microsoft 
Teams will be conducted during the third term on 
the 20 th August 2020.

2.

 By: Baratang Constance Mocumie
      Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeal, RSA
      28 May 2020



Advocate Mikateko Joyce Maluleke has been appointed as the Director -General in the Depart-
ment of Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities. The SAC-IAWJ congratulates Adv. Malu-
leke and wish her success in her well-deserved new appointment.

As Professor Thuli Madonsela on Twitter aptly commented. ‘…It's a joy to witness an exact match 
between competence and position requirements…’

--- Congratulations ---



The former president of the SAC-IAWJ, High Court Judge Anna Maleshane Kgoele from the 
Mpumalanga Division of the High Court was interviewed by News Africa on 16 July 2020 in the 
programme

Womanity-Women in Unity’.Dr. Amaleya Goneos Malko talked with Judge Kgoele who narrated 
the SAC-IAWJ’ sinvolvement in our society, which is focused on capacity building through various 
programmes looking towards improving the future for women.

--- Congratulations ---



All is however not lost as in accordance with SAC-IAWJ’s core objectives, the Association 
donated R50 000, and an additional R131 000 from the SCA and R10 000 from individual mem-
bers to the Solidarity Fund, the aims of which are similarly aligned to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. The resilience of the human spirit quite evident in our members has a risen like a 
phoenix from the ashes.

PROGRAMMES

SGBV PROGRAMME

While doing our best to cope with the pandemic that threaten humanity as a whole, covid-19 has 
impacted the roll out of our SGBV programme. This programme entails the national roll out of 
an interactive play at schools within our nine provinces. The programme is deferred until 
schools will be viable for such interactive activity. Bearing in mind the social and economic 
inequalities which exist in our communities, the option of a programme via web service will 
self-evidently not reach our intended market, thereby defeating the very purpose for which it 
was intended.

Above: Judge Victor address scholars during the SGBV programme at Tembisa High School 

Above: SAC -IAWJ Executive first virtual meeting 



SAC-IAWJ LAW JOURNAL

President Maya, spearheaded the establishment of the SAC-IAWJ Law Journal, in partnership 
and collaboration with Juta Publishers (Juta) with the aim to provide a platform that will,

(a) publish contributions by women jurists and men aligned with the objectives of the 
SAC-IAWJ, writing on judgments and related issues which address the SAC-IAWJ objectives;

(b) encourage women jurists to improve their research and writing skills;

(c) enlarge the pool of thought leaders in the legal field and disseminate their work more widely.   

This year thus proudly ushers in a first not just in SAC-IAWJ, but internationally in the IAWJ in 
the launch of the SAC-IAWJ Law Journal. The SAC-IAWJ is the first female organisation inter-
nationally to launch a law journal. President Maya in her inaugural speech stated that she wants 
to elevate the quality of our jurisprudence and made good on her vision.

Due to prevailing circumstances the workshops will now be in the form of a webinar, Juta Pub-
lishers are in the process of mapping their format Members are called upon to write and submit 
articles for publication.

The Executive has established a ‘Writing for Publication Sub-Committee’, whose function is to 
manage and to oversee the programme. The sub-committee consist of the following members 
Justice Connie Mocumie, Judge Soma Naidoo, Judge Elmarie Van der Schyff, Judge Shanaaz 
Mia, Professor Cheryl Loots, Advocate Joyce Maluleke, Regional Court President Vuyokazi 
Noncembu, Regional Court Magistrate Sadia Jacobs, Regional Court Magistrate Melisa 
Jordaan and Magistrate Jinx Bhoola.   



GAUTENG: MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME

The mentorship programme for final year law students was launched in March 2018 and in 
2019 Gauteng extended its programme to a post graduate level for candidate legal practi-
tioners.    

Gauteng partners with four universities namely, UJ, UNISA, UP and Wits from which students 
are recruited as mentees. The mentor component comprises entors and mentees followed their 
unique schedules in compliance with the policy and guidelines of the programme. Mentees inter 
alia shadowed their respective mentors to the courts and in their offices, and, were exposed to 
practical legal writing; research and Discussion on legal ethics. Most me-hour contact sessions 
with a mentor by November. Evaluations were done to assess successful participation of the 
mentees and to compile best practices for the future running of the programme.       

Above: Attendees at Mentorship Graduation Ceremony 2019

Above: Prof. Letlhokwa Mpedi, Dean of the University of Johannesburg, Faculty of law address all.



Mentors and mentees followed their unique schedules in compliance with the policy and guide-
lines of the programme. Mentees inter alia shadowed their respective mentors to the courts and 
in their offices, and, were exposed to practical legal writing; research and discussion on legal 
ethics. Most mentees completed the required 40-hour contact sessions with a mentor by 
November. Evaluations were done to assess successful participation of the mentees and to 
compile best practices for the future running of the programme.        

Three educational excursions were arranged formentees and mentors to the Krugersdorp and 
Kgosi Mampuru Correctional Centres. On Saturday 31 August the Family Advocate’s Office 
Pretoria, presented an information session for interested mentees. The event was hosted at the 
High Court in Pretoria, during which occasion our mentees were privileged to be taken on a 
guided tour of the Palace of Justice by Judges Colleen Collis and Elmarie Van der Schyff.      

In terms of the mentorship policy and guidelines, it is a core outcome in accordance with the 
objectives of SAC-IAWJ for mentees to engage in at least 2hours of community outreach work, 
which shall have a positive impact on the broader South African society. Mentorship Champion 
Magistrate Lincoln Matjele visited the Moletsane High School in Soweto, where he and his two 
mentees motivated the learners to excel in their studies and handed over school uniforms on 
behalf of the school Alumni to needy learners.   

Above: Mentees/Graduates

Above: Judge President Mlambo, Magistate L Chetty with Programme Co-ordinators



During the July High Court recess mentees assisted Judge Margaret Victor at the Gauteng 
Local Division, Johannesburg with the Draft Order Project. 

In October 2019 Mentorship Champion Ruby Matthys and her mentees hosted an anti-drug and 
crime awareness day at the Roodepoort Court for learners of the Midrand Christ Church Prepa-
ratory School & College. Learners were addressed by Ms Vanessa Goosen a motivational 
speaker whose life story is written in the book titled Drug Muled sixteen years in a Thai prison.                

The Second Annual Mentorship Graduation was conducted by the Gauteng Region on 30 
November 2019 at the “A les’ venue, courtesy of the University of Johannesburg, Faculty of 
Law. Refreshments were provided for by the Association and catered for by Debru Caterers. 
Selected SAC-IAWJ members (Judges Colleen Collis, Nomsa Khumalo, Elmarie Van der 
Schyff ;Regional Magistrates Dario Dosio, Ruby Matthys, Melissa Jordaan and Magistrate 
Lincoln Matjele) generously donated, together with Juta, Lexis Nexis and the Department of 
Justice and Constitutional Development, towards gifts for our mentees, mentors and guest 
speakers. The event was well attended by about 160 participants.                

Above: Mentors with Mentorship Champion Magistrate Lincoln Matjele



A featured written message of encouragement to the region and our mentees from the Presi-
dent of the SAC-IAWJ,Justice Maya,was conveyed. We were graced by the participation in our 
programme by esteemed speakers amongst which Constitutional Court Justice Zukisa Tshiqi, 
Gauteng Judge President Dunstan Mlambo and Prof Letlhokwa Mpedithe Dean of the Universi-
ty of Johannesburg Faculty of Law.  

Two of our mentors, Adv Liezl Haupt SC and Adv Laureen Abrahams, shared their unique find-
ings as mentors to students in our programme and also shared valuable ethical guidance with 
mentees. A special word of thanks and a token of appreciation were presented to each of our 
mentors, who despite their demanding schedules all pledged their continuous future support for 
the programme.

Above: Prof. Mpedi and Dr Elmarie Fourie with UJ staff and Programme Co-ordinators

Above: Adv. Liezel Haupt SC



Provinces are encouraged to proceed with their mentorship programme virtually in order to 
prevent the spread of the Corona Virus. SAC-IAWJ in keeping in line with social distancing 
conducted their first virtual executive meeting.    

Above: Adv Laureen Abrahams

Above: Ms Robin Van Wyk Programme Administrator & Ruby Matthys 



WESTERN CAPE MENTORSHIP LAUNCH

The SAC-IAWJ: Western Cape launched their 2020 mentorship programme ahead of the 
Covid-19 lockdown. The event was held on Saturday 29 February 2020 at the University of Cape 
Town,Kramer Law building. The team once again has the support of DGRU who appointed Ms 
Amanda Lamond to coordinate the students. A planning session was held with her in December 
2019, where the content and activities for 2020 were outlined. The call for applications to partici-
pate in the programme was sent out to the UCT and UWC and many applications were received.    

The launch was successful, with 55 students received into the programme. The Mentors in atten-
dance each addressed the students sharing their career journey. The students were inspired by 
the stories told and many questions followed. The morning was concluded with alight brunch and 
casual interaction between the Students and the Mentors.    

The students have been allocated to the Mentors but due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it has not 
been possible to commence with contact sessions. The team have explored all options and will 
be communicating with the Mentees via virtual mediums. The planned workshop and leadership 
weekend will be postponed until it is safe to commence such activities. However, the team will be 
hosting virtual workshops and sessions via virtual platforms as well in order to ensure the continu-
ation of the programme. The team are excited to embark on and embrace our so called new 
normal. The team are committed to make the programme work as best as they can.    

Above: Members: Imran Rhoode, S Guendous, S Parker, V Miki, A Ramos, L Unuvar, M Moola, A Lamond, 
Attorney, A Bhana, R Khan, S Mandla
Mentees and Mentors Launch 2020 



FAMILY LAW CONFERENCE

The annual Miller du Toit Cloete Incorporated and University of the Western Cape Family Law 
Conference was held form the 11 -13 March 2020 in Cape Town.  The conference hosted local 
and international judges,magistrates’ academics, mediators, and attorneys. SAC-IAWJ members 
in atten dance included Judge Kate Pillay and Justice Connie Mocumie and Retired Justice Belin-
da Van Heerden, Acting Senior Magistrate Anthia Ramos and Regional Magistrate Bongiwe Mbu-
lawa.  Justices Mocumie, Pillay and Van Heerden facilitated various sessions at the Conference 
dealing with all matters related to Family Law.    

The event was attended by judges and magistrates from the UK, New Zealand, South America, 
Canada, Ireland amongst others.   

Above: Retired Judge Belinda Van Heerden, Senior Magistrate Anthia Ramos, Regional Magistrate Bongiwe 
Mbulawa, Justice Connie Mocumie and Justice Kate Pillay  



FREE STATE GALA

The blessing of a light rain shower was the perfect start to the annual Free State Gala Dinner held 
on 22 February 2020 at the stylishly decorated Sun Windmill Venue in Bloemfontein. The atmo-
sphere was brimming with excitement and expectation as close to 150 guests awaited the arrival 
of our guest speaker, former Public Protector of South Africa and, inter alia, Law Faculty Trust 
Chair in Social Justice at the Stellenbosch University, Professor Thuli Madonsela.   

Amongst the distinguished guests who attended were Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeal, 
Judges of the Free State High Court, members of the Executive Committee of the Chapter, the 
Regional Commissioner of Correctional Services for the Free State and Northern Cape, the 
Acting National Director of Prosecution Free State, Regional Court President of the Free State 
Regional Division and Magistrates. Advocates, Attorneys, representatives of the Department of 
Education and The Law Society of South Africa, articled clerks and business people also formed 
part of the attendees.   

Above: Professor Thuli Madonsela delivering her key-note address

Above: Programme Director for the everning Judge Soma Naidoo



Judge Soma Naidoo was the ever eloquent Programme Director. After Acting Deputy Judge 
President Johann Daffue (on behalf of Judge President of the Free State Division, Cagney Musi) 
welcomed guests, the angelic voices of the St Michaels’ Girls School Choir brought a tear to the 
eyes of many a guest. A group photo taken with Prof. Madonsela was a dream come true for 
these girls and more than enough reward for all the hours of practice!  

Deputy President of the Chapter and Regional Court President Vuyokazi Noncembu delivered the 
opening address on behalf of President Mandisa Maya, followed by a lively music item by musi-
cians of the Saints Music Academy. 

Above: Professor Thuli Madonsela surrounded by girls of the Saint Micheal’s School for Girls Choir



Judge Naidoo introduced Prof. Madonsela to the attendees with an abbreviated curriculum vitae 
which is evident of her illustrious career as a jurist. The theme of the key-note address delivered 
by Prof. Madonsela was “Quality Education for Empowerment and a Better Life for All”. Prof. 
Madonsela posed the question why people are not educated on the law from early childhood. This 
includes the knowledge of the law before transgressing it, their rights and when these rights are 
being infringed upon. Guests listened attentively to Prof. Madonsela’s address as she stressed 
the necessity of quality education, aligning herself with former president Nelson Mandela’s firm 
belief that education is the mightiest weapon to change the world. Prof. Madonsela attributed her 
career and accolades, from humble beginnings as the daughter of parents who were a domestic 
and farm worker respectively, up to where she is today, to the fact that she had the privilege of an 
education. She expressed her gratitude and praised the Chapter for their relentless endeavoursto 
provide quality education to women in the judiciary. 

As a special gift to Prof. Madonsela, Deputy President Noncembu,assisted by local artist Ms 
Mareena Scheepers, presented an exquisite framed painting depicting Prof. Madonsela in her 
traditional Swati clothing whilst holding the scales of justice. 

Above: Local artist Marina Scheepers presents as a gift a painting by herself to Prof. 
Madonsela

Above: Prof Thuli Madonsela pictured with justice Mahube Molemela Seated next to her 
Justices Caroline Heaton Nicholls and Fikile Mokgohloa Standing.



Free State: PC Judge Reinders delivered a vote of thanks after guests enjoyed a delicious dinner. 
Apart from thanking Prof. Madonsela for her key-note address, all distinguished guests were 
thanked for their attendance. Sponsorships included photography by Mrs Hannelie Loubser of 
Prima Donna Photography (spouse of Judge Philip Loubser of the Free State High Court), a 
framed painting of Madiba (by Mrs Scheepers) up for raffle, Etienne De Beer Architects for print-
ing the tickets and programs, Boston College for a one year scholarship in legal studies for a 
deserving candidate and Adv Bishum Somaru who provided the excellent sound system for the 
event free of charge.  

With the support of all guests who bought tickets for the evening and Sun Windmill who generous-
ly provided the venue, accommodation for Prof. Thuli and her professional assistant Ms Dianne 
Gahiza, and a menu barely making any profit, a whopping amount of just over R 39000 was 
raised for the Association.    

Local newspapers including Volksblad, Bloem News and Courant (including their respective digi-
tal platforms) afforded publicity to the event and the Association. An event like this could not be 
possible without support behind the scenes, which included the help of several colleagues and 
their secretaries. The event was a huge success and good feedback was received. 

Above: one of the photo’s that made it to the press! Judges of the Free State High Court:
Seated with Prof. Madonsela is Acting Deputy Judge President Johann Daffue.
Back from left to right Judge Soma Naidoo, Pitso Molitsoane, Celeste Reinders (Free State: PC), 
Joseph Mhlambi Mathebula and Lani Opperman.

Above: Seated with Prof. Madonsela is Deputy President Vuyo Noncembu
Standing: Magistrate Melisa Jordaan (Director Programmes), Judge Celeste Reinders (PC:Free State); 
Magistrate Tshadi Leshomo (PC: North-West Province); Charlotte Oosthuizen-Senekal (Secretary of the 
Chapter); Judge Soma Naidoo. 



EASTERN CAPE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Eastern Cape member and SAC-IAWJ Vice-President Publications Sadia Jacobs recently went 
on a drive to recruit new members. In this regard she recruited Lydia Fezeka Monakali the Acting 
Chief Magistrate   East London Magistrate Court, Nomnikelo Jebese Senior Magistrate East 
London Magistrate Court, Anna-Maria Aucamp Magistrate East London Magistrate Court. Prof. 
Nombulelo Lubisi, Dean of the law faculty, Fort Hare University, Dr. Foster Director of Women’s 
Rights.  

NORTH WEST PROVINCE: FINDING FREEDOM THROUGH READING BEHIND BARS

On Saturday, 1 February 2020 SAC-IAWJ Secretary and Northwest Province member, Charlotte 
Oosthuizen-Senekalmade a final visit to the Women’s Section at Potchefstroom Correctional 
Facility in order to deliver magazines and refreshments. She delivered six months subscriptions 
of Essentials, Women’s Value, Bona and Women and Home, the subscriptions were donated by 
Caxton. Without the assistance of Caxton it would not have been possible to pave the way for the 
programme–FINDING freedom through READING behind BARS!



All were entertained by the Women with song of praise. The female inmates were grateful for the 
visit, the magazines,the toasted “sammies” and fruit juice. The Women are locked in their quarters 
from 18h00 till 9h00, and as such time can be their enemy; these magazines help them to get by 
during these long hours. Reading gives them hope for the future.   

Mrs. Oosthuizen-Senekalwas welcomed and assisted by Correctional Officers and there after she 
motivated the female inmates through the programme, to overcome their hardship with words of 
hope, in order for them to conquer the misery and despair they are experiencing.   

We have to acknowledge the fact, that these Women are missing links in the lives of so many 
children and families, a key to restore their families and communities; they are not forgotten. The 
member surged them not to lose hope! This was the last visit to the Women’s Section-Correction-
al Facility Potchefstroom because all female inmate shave since been relocated and transferred 
to Mafeking Prison. 

Above: Charlotte Oosthuizen -Senekal, Me Sebe Moabi (Correctional Officer) and Mr Kenny Seeti (Head 
of Correctional Facility Potchefstroom)



ACTING APPOINTMENTS
We wish to congratulate the following members who have been appointed in 
senior acting positions:

Judge Thoba Poyo-Dlwathi is acting at the SCA.
Judge Elias Keoagile Matojane is acting at the SCA.
Judge Zeenat Carelse is acting Deputy Judge President at the South Gauteng 
High Court

Regional Court Magistrates Melisa Jordaan and Ruby Matthys will act in the 
South Gauteng High Court in the third court term of 2020.

Regional Court Magistrate Mashudu Munzhelele will act in the North Gauteng 
High Court,Pretoria in the third court term 2020.  



IN MEMORIAM

It is with great sadness that we learned of the tragic passing of our member and PC of Free State, 
Ms Theresa Mohlamonyane (formerly Monaledi) early this month. She was an active member of 
SAC-IAWJ which she joined 01 October 2017.

The tragic passing of Theresa is truly a great loss to our Association and to the judiciary as a 
whole. Theresa leaves behind two sons, Koketso 28 years and Kgotso, 15 years old. Tributes on 
her life and dedication to the objectives of the Association, the empowerment of women and the 
needs of the vulnerable groups in our society continue to pour in. She will be dearly missed by 
everyone whose lives she touched. Theresa loved life and it loved her right back!     

‘Good morning,
I thought I should share with you how this moot court unfolded see pics attached. Only if legal 
practitioners would prepare like this in our courts, then pure justice would be dispensed.

It was well organised. Heads of arguments were emailed to me on time. When I drove from Kemp-
ton Park to Kroonstad in Free State that Saturday morning, I knew I would be faced with LLB 
students presenting their case in court. But as I walked into court, I met well prepared legal practi-
tioners who were also robed for the occasion. The arguments were thorough and based on law 
and recent judgments. Theresa had demanded nothing less of them. Those were the standards 
she set when SAC-IAWJ asked her to be in charge. I was impressed. She had asked me to come 
and preside with her and Magistrate Mnguni or Nomzaza as a "full court," and training being my 
hobby, she knew I would not decline. When she told me that my traveling expenses would be cov-
ered, I thought she meant that SAC-IAWJ would take care of it. Little did I know that she meant 
she would open her purse to give me cash for fuel from her pocket. I was not going to accept such 
a sacrifice. I can finance it myself than let her do that from her pocket -I begged her to understand. 
That is how determined she was to see success in. was revo ehs stcejorp This moot court did not 
happen last week. What happened last week Friday is that Theresa was found dead in her motor 
vehicle on the side of a road, in what is thought to have been a heart attack. Today I pay tribute 
to the legend and master of perfection. In the attached   , Theresa is seated on my left on the 
bench.

Rest in peace my sister.
Vincent’        



MUMSY

It is with the greatest of sadness that we bid farewell to our colleague, member and friend, Mumsy 
Boikhutso, Ms. Boikhutso was a Magistrate at the Pietermaritzburg Magistrates Court. She tested 
positive for Covid-19 a few weeks ago and was hospitalised before she died.

Mumsy will be deeply missed as she was an active member of SAC-IAWJ.
Her prosecutor Rene Padayachee called Mumsy “mommy Boikhutso”and she describes her as 
following:

“She was a friend, a sister and a mother to many people. She was 
kind, caring and understanding. She had a huge heart filled with 
love for everyone. Someone who you could laugh with and cry 

with. A strict mom who would quickly bring you back on the right 
path if you lose your way”.

Chief Magistrate Mpho Monyemore describes Mumsy as a respected Magistrate who executed 
her judicial functions judiciously. 

This is truly a great loss to our Association and to the judiciary as a whole. She will be profoundly 
missed by everyone whose lives she touched.



MR MOKONE MOLOTO

It is with the greatest of sadness that the SAC-IAWJ learnt of the passing of our brother and 
colleague Mr Moloto. Mr Moloto was a member in good standing of the SAC-IAWJ, but more than 
that he was among the first male members and male allies to join the Chapter. He was a firm 
believer in human rights and equality, the enhancement of administrative justice and access to 
justice for all, with a specific focus on women, children and the vulnerable groups; principles upon 
which the objectives of the Chapter are premised. This gave Mr Moloto the drive which kept him 
unwaveringly committed to the activities and programmes of the Chapter, sometimes even to the 
detriment of his own well-being.

In August of every year the Chapter holds its Conference which is held in the various Provinces 
in the country. Since joining the Chapter Mr Moloto never missed a single one of these confer-
ences, even when at times his health was not so good. It was heart-breaking to learn a couple of 
years back that after coming back from one of these conferences, which was held in Kimberly, he 
had to be admitted in hospital. This however did not deter him because a year later he was once 
again traversing the country for yet another conference. 

Mr Moloto was a noble man, a true gentleman of note and a man of very few words but whose 
actions spoke much louder than his words. At a time when the country is cringing under the 
scourge of sexual and gender-based violence he was one of the few men who were not shy to 
raise their hands and say “#not in my name”, hence he was amongst the male allies who were 
honoured by the Chapter in 2018 for their role in supporting the cause of women and children and 
standing together with women in the fight for equality and justice for all.

He leaves behind a legacy which can never be filled and for that and for the person that he was, 
he shall be sorely missed.

To his family we wish to say “Do not cry for him for he has served his country well, he has been 
an excellent ambassador for his family and he has earned his rest, death is but a pathway to his 
final resting place and to meeting his Maker. Cherish the memories you had with him and he will 
always be in your hearts”. We hope that these words will give you comfort and strength during this 
very difficult time.

Farewell dear Brother, until we meet again.  

This newsletter was compiled and edited by Sadia Jacobs with the assistance of the Executive.


