
The President’s desk

--- NEWSLETTER ---

A delighted Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) Judge President Justice Mandisa Maya, 
Walter Sisulu University Honours alumna, received an Honorary Law Doctorate Honoris 
Causa from her alma mater in Mthatha. Judge Maya graduated with her law degree from 
WSU then Unitra, 33 years ago. Justice Maya addressed a crowd of graduands, parents 
and members of the law fraternity who packed the WSU Nelson Mandela Drive campus 
Great Hall. Full speech here…..http://www.justice.gov.za/saiawj/docs/2019-Speech-JusticeMaya.pdf

S.A hapter:

Madam Justice Mahube Molemela received a honorary doctorate in Law from the Universi-
ty of Free State. Justice Molemela’s professional career culminated in her being appointed 
as the first female Judge President of the Free State division of the High Court. In 2018 she 
was appointed to the Supreme Court of Appeal of South Africa. 

University of Free State Honorary Doctorate

http://www.justice.gov.za/saiawj/docs/2019-Speech-JusticeMaya.pdf


The Eastern Cape Branch of the SAC-IAWJ held a health and wellness event on Sat-
urday 20 October 2018. The program was opened with religious reflection where after 
the program director: Sadia Jacobs introduced the program and gave a broad recount 
of the aims and objectives of the SAC-IAWJ. 

The Opening and welcome was done by the Acting Chief Magistrate: Thandi Jonas, 
where after the members were told the key symptoms and features of Lupus.

The Key note speaker Neli Mabandla, a financial Manager spoke on 

• Managing your money

• Saving your money

• Using credit responsibly

• Protecting your money

She presented all present with a folio bag containing information on finan-
cial management as well as little gifts which include pens, keyring holders, 
radio clocks and lanyards.

Wellness Breakfast: Eastern Cape

Justice Molemela in her address stated that: ‘there is no substitute for hard work. Follow 
your dreams and never give up even if life has many potholes because sometimes these 
potholes are just a way of redirecting you’



Desiree Nel on behalf of the participants handed over a gift to the key note speaker.

Pursuant to the very informative and interactive address from the Key note speaker the 
program director provided facts regarding breast cancer as October are breast cancer 
awareness month. Proceedings were closed by Magistrate Aucamp who expressed 
gratitude towards all who contributed towards and for those who attended and partici-
pated in the event which culminated into a very successful health and wellness event.

Family Dialogue Northern Cape 

The Northern Cape branch of the SAC of the IAWJ hosted Family Dialogue in Gale-
shewe, Kimberley on Saturday, 01 June 2019.  The program was directed by Judge 
Mmathebe Phatshoane. The event started promptly at 12:00. Rev LG Ntelekoa 
opened the occasion and encouraged members of the community to listen to the 
teachings with understanding and prayed for the success of the occasion. 



The local community displayed a quest for information pertaining to the different types of 
marriage regimes and legal consequences thereof which Stanton AJ responded to mag-
nificently. The Master of the High Court, Mr Craig Davids, dealt with the role of the Master 
and emphasised on the administration of estates where a person had died testate or 
intestate. The members of the community were advised and encouraged to register their 
Wills and to report deaths to the Master as soon as possible. The Master distributed 
booklets about his office to all the members present. 

Judge Mmathebe Phatshoane shared information on divorce and its patrimonial conse-
quences and universal partnerships. Phatshoane J and Stanton AJ advised the mem-
bers to be vigilant when they enter into relationships and or marriages and to seek legal 
advice from attorneys before concluding any form of matrimonial regime. 

The talk by Adv Andries Nel from the office of the Family Advocate was also very insight-
ful. He dealt with the parental rights and responsibilities of mothers, married fathers and 
unmarried fathers as a consequence of divorce, including parenting plans. Ms Boitumelo 
Matebesi, a Social Worker employed by the Department of Social Development also 
gave valuable input on this topic. 

Mr Oswald Krieling, the Chief Magistrate, Kimberley gave an overview about the Chil-
dren’s Court and its role. Expression of gratitude was extended to the Court Manager at 
the Magistrates Court, Mr Chakela, who assisted with their Principal Interpreter Ms 
Duduzile Wildebees and an additional interpreter, Ms Sindiswa Thage in order to ensure 
that the members of the community are kept abreast of what was communicated to them.  
Magistrate Andre Williams gave the vote of thanks and invited everyone to a light snack. 
The program ended around 16:00 and was closed with prayer by Rev Ntelekoa. 



In his very busy schedule the DCJ made time to attend our Gala Dinner and the guests 
were stunned by his presence and his speech “Your beginnings don’t determine your 
destination!” It was also a pleasure to receive our Honorary guests, Justice Sisi Kham-
pepe, Madam Justice Connie Mocumie, Judge Shane Kgoele and Justices from Mma-
batho and Gauteng. 

Professor Fika Janse van Rensburg, from North West University, opened the evening with 
prayer. Senior Magistrate and Judicial Educator, SAJEI, Jinx Bhoola and local attorney, Sher-
een Senxezi, was the program directors for the evening. With their energetic appearance the 
guests were enjoying the evening. The guests attending were prominent business people, 
professors, doctors, advocates, attorneys and Rotary Club Members. The guests were 
welcomed by members of the association and entertained with choosing their own mask, cham-
pagne and canapé’s. Former President of the association led the entrance of the VIP guests 
and lastly the keynote speaker, Deputy Chief Justice Zondo. Judge Shane Kgoele also 
welcomed the guests. Introduction of the theme and evening was done by Regional Magistrate 
Charlotte Senekal, secretary of SAC IAWJ. 

The Gala Dinner of the SAC of IAWJ - North West Province took place on 23 November 
2018 at Klerksdorp, City of Matlosana, North West. It had an exciting theme of “Masquerade 
Ball”. It was at Le Souvenir Wedding & Conference venue and the venue was transformed 
into the place of your dreams. All the tables had big red, black and white feathers on, lots of 
candles and a soft red light that was bringing everyone in the mood for a night to forget. 
Music was played by a band named; Color Blind, with the highlight of the evening being the 
speech of the keynote speaker, Deputy Chief Justice Raymond Zondo. 

--- Gala Dinner North West Province  ---



Honorable Justice Sisi Khampepe introduced the keynote speaker of the evening Deputy Chief 
Justice Raymond Zondo. The guests were silent and listened in anticipation to the interesting 
address of DCJ Zondo. Deputy President of our association, Regional President Vuyo Noncembu 
did the closing remarks for the evening. Provincial coordinator, Magistrate Marionette Kirsten did 
the vote of thanks and a sumptuous dinner was served with the finest cuisine 

The Gala Dinner was a big success due to the support of a great team namely, Charlotte 
Senekal (Regional Magistrate Stilfontein), Tshadi Leshomo (Senior Magistrate Potchefstroom), 
Paula Pretorius (Senior Magistrate Klerksdorp), Riana Van der Walt (Magistrate Wolmaranss-
tad), Lizelle Kok (Magistrate Stilfontein), Shereen Senxezi (Attorney) and Sasa Ramohlabi 
(Attorney).



SAC IAWJ Northwest launched the Mentoring Project at Potchefstroom Campus of the Northwest 
University during February 2018 and the project concluded in December 2018. The following members 
of SAC-IAWJ, North West Province, acted as mentors, Mrs. Charlotte Oosthuizen Senekal, Regional 
Magistrate Klerksdorp, Mrs. Tshadi Leshomo, Senior Magistrate Potchefstroom and Mrs. Marionette 
Kirsten, Magistrate Schweizer-Renecke. Our colleagues in Mmabatho launched the mentorship project 
at Mafeking Campus of Northwest University. The project was led by Judge Tebogo Djaje, Magistrate 
Thea Bekker from Taung and Magistrate Jan Brits from Pampierstad. 

Final year Law Students were invited to apply to participate in the mentorship program and the interest was 
overwhelming, as we received 17 applications. The students were divided into three groups, Charlotte 
Oosthuizen Senekal and Marionette Kirsten mentored 7 students each, Tshadi Leshomo mentored 3 
students. During our first meeting we discussed the program and case studies were handed over to read. 
The mentees were briefed on what their practical perspective of their career entails. 

During our second meeting the case studies were discussed in depth.  Arrangements were made 
for court visits in Stilfontein, Potchefstroom, Evander, Kempton Park as well as the High Court in 
Bloemfontein. 

During the program three visits to the Correctional Facility Potchefstroom- Women’s Section, were 
arranged and attended by the mentees, namely, Human Rights Day, Youth Day and Heritage Day. 
The mentees all wrote reports following each visit and they all found the experience educational. 
Here follows extract of the reports:

--- Mentorship North West Province  ---

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Magistrate Marionette Kirsten in deep discussion with mentees. 



Visiting the correctional services today surely left me with a lot of mixed emotions. It was such a 
mind opening experience! It exposed us to a life that most of us only see in movies. And by experi-
encing it firsthand makes it a lot more reality! It reminded me that this profession is far more than 
winning and losing a case, YOU REALLY WORK WITH PEOPLES LIVES! And we have been told 
this a lot, but I never really grasped exactly what it meant until today!

And although those people committed crimes, and do need to be in there because of their own 
actions, their rights should still be respected, as well as each one of them as an individual. And it 
totally opened me to the belief of complete rehabilitation of these people, and to help them to be 
able to go back in the community one day! And even if only one person in 100 can be rehabilitated 
it will be worth it!

Today was worth every second! And I am so very grateful for the opportunity the mentorship gave 
us!

Elsje Kemp”

“Today I had the opportunity to visit a Correctional Facility for the first time. When we arrived at 
the facility I was unsure as to what to expect from this visit. At the same time I was curious and 
excited to experience the unknown.

Our mentors advised us to regard the inmates as human beings who wronged in the past and is 
now being rehabilitated for their wrongs, instead of regarding them as criminals who are kept 
being away from society because of the wrongs that they have committed. This advice was real-
ized when we heard the testimonies from some of the inmates. Their stories were filled with emo-
tion, regret and hope for the future outside the facility. We were treated with songs of worship, 
friendly smiles and life lessons in exchange for cupcakes, Easter eggs, magazines and beads.

The facilities and privileges that are used by the inmates made me even more grateful for what I 
have on the outside. Their stories made me realize that I must comply with the law and the rules 
of life, seeing that a tiny mistake could change your life forever. Their hope for the future on the 
outside reminded me to strive towards my goals no matter the burdens in the road, to strive 
towards something bigger and better.

I thank the Mentorship Program for giving me the opportunity to experience the unknown life 
behind bars. I am thankful for the opportunity that I had to bring a smile to the faces of human 
beings who wronged in the past and is now being rehabilitated for their wrongs.

Jos Venter”

In October Regional Magistrate Charlotte Senekal arranged a meeting with the chief director of 
Pathology, Dr. Moorad, at the State Mortuary in Potchefstroom. Specifics were discussed during the 
meeting regarding Post Mortem Examinations, courses of death and different types of injuries etc. 
The mentees participated with enthusiasm during the two meetings, and afterwards, most of them 
attended a Post Mortem conducted by Dr. Moorad.

During the program court visits were arranged with the prosecutors who assisted by explaining 
the procedure of the criminal cases to the mentees. The mentees attended court where they 
observed the practical experience of first appearance, explanation of legal rights, postponements, 
formal bail schedule 5 and schedule 6 offences and also attended Children’s Court.



 

 

 

 
Senior Magistrate Tshadi Leshome discussing issues with her mentees. 

 

 
The SAC IAWJ NW sponsored 4 mentees to attend our annual gala dinner on 23 
November 2018. Two of the tickets were sponsored by Judge Violet Phatshoane and 
Mpho Mamosebo, All the mentees that attended the Gala Dinner were inspired by DCJ 
Zondo’ s approach on service beyond what is expected of each and every one in South 
Africa. The mentees all participated in the program successfully. We are also proud to 
mention, we mentored Miss. Jeanne Viviers, a blind student, she and her guide dog 
attended all sessions.

Mentorship Western Cape

SAC-IAWJ Western Cape launched the Mentoring program at Cape Town Magistrate Court in 
March 2019. The members who attended the launch were Regional Court Magistrate Sonnen-
burg, Magistrate Anthia Ramos, Ms Cathy Page, Magistrate Lindiwe Gura, Magistrate Sylvia 
Mandla and Ms Tabeth Msengu from DGRU. We had about 34 Students in our programme. The 
launch was addressed by Regional Court Magistrate Sonnenburg. The students were told that 
they need to complete 40 hours for the year in order to obtain certificates at the end of the year. 



In our programme we had final year students and third year students. We have allocated two students per 
magistrate based on the arears where the students are closer to the courts. A leadership weekend was 
held on 26 – 28 April 2019 at Monkey Valley Resort where Ms Msengu advised the students about CV 
writing, the need to be more vigilant and to prepare themselves to do  research on other work fields. The 
following magistrates were present Regional Court Vanessa Miki, Regional Court N Gxashe, Magistrate 
Sharon Mthimunye and Magistrate Sylvia Mandla. The magistrates also addressed the students on their 
experiences in the legal fraternity and how did they manage to get to the profession.

The students were engulfed in the diverse backgrounds of the magistrates. The 
students also participated in a workshop for sexual harassment on the 11 May 2019 
which was led by Magistrate Lindiwe Gura. 



--- Conferences ---

The 16th African Regional Conference of the IAWJ took place from June 3-7 in 
Abidjan, Côte d’ Ivoire. The theme of the conference was “Unity, judicial coopera-
tion and solidarity among the women judges in the implementation of sub-region-
al, regional and international laws.” The South African delegation consists of its 
Deputy President Vuyokazi Noncembu and SCA Judge Connie Mocumie.

The South African Chapter of the International Association of Women Judges in partnership 
with the University of Mpumalanga hosts the SAC-IAWJ 15th Annual Conference and 
Annual General Meeting from the 8-10 August 2019. Venue: University Mpumalanga, 
Mbombela, South Africa.

The conference theme is “Women Empowerment: A shawl and a shield in the fight 
against sexual and gender-based violence.’ we look forward to seeing you in ‘the place 
where the sun rises.”

Members News

SCA Judge Mahobe Molemela received a medal for the completion of her inaugural Two 
Oceans marathon run on Saturday 20 April 2019 in Cape Town.

From left to right RCP Vuyokazi Noncembu, Judge Vanessa Ruiz President IAWJ,
Judge Tapiwa Moremi Industrial Court Botswana, Judge Connie Mocumie SCA.



--- Acting Appointments ---

Judge Daisy Molefe was appointed as acting Judge President of the Land Claims 
Court for the period 5 May to 28 June 2019.

Judge Daisy Molefe

The SAC-IAWJ congratulates Gauteng High Court Acting Deputy Judge President, 
Margie Victor on her acting appointment in the Constitutional Court of South Africa! .

The SAC-IAWJ wishes you well on your acting stint in the APEX Court of South Africa. 



Judge Segopotje Sheila Mphahlele was appointed Acting Judge President at the Mpumalanga 
High Court from 20 January -10 May. 2019.

Judge Somaganthi Naidoo was appointed Acting Deputy Judge President Bloemfontein 
High Court.

Regional Magistrate Sharon Marks was appointed Acting Regional Court President 
KwaZulu- Natal.

Magistrate Thandi Jonas was appointed acting Chief Magistrate East London.

Newsletter compiled and edited by Sadia Jacobs: Assistant Vice President Publications with the assistance of 
the members of the Executive.

Judge Segopotje Sheila Mphahlele


