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                        A year of Great Expectations  
 

This year holds promises of great expectations as members of the SAC-IAWJ gear up to 
participate in numerous court and community based projects with opportunities to preside 
in higher courts.   

We acknowledge the important leadership role of Judge-Presidents and Deputy Judge 
Presidents who support the vision for women coming into the High Court judiciary and giving 
our members the much deserved opportunities to serve in their divisions.    

In accordance with a resolution that was taken at the annual conference in August last year, 
the SAC-IAWJ has partnered  with the Department of Women and Children and SAWLA to 
embark on a roll out of National Family Law Dialogues. The dialogues take place in all nine 
provinces of our country giving provincial co-ordinators and members a wonderful 
opportunity to actively participate with a view to improve the lives of women and children in 
our communities.  

The National Family Law Dialogue programme was kick started with a grand launch which 
was opened by the President of the Republic, the honourable Mr Jacob Zuma, in Limpopo on 
the International Day of Elimination of All Violence against Women and Children, on the 25th 
of November last year. The first dialogue was held on the 26th of November last year in 
Limpopo, during the 16 days of activism for no violence against women and children. The 
event was a huge success, attended by community members, especially those from rural 
areas, SAWLA members, members of the Judiciary, the legal profession and civil society 
organizations that work within the family law sector. Our president Judge Shane Kgoele gave 
an address and some executive members and members from the Gauteng province were 
also in attendance.  

The objective of these dialogues is to assess the effectiveness of the laws that promote and 
protect the rights of women and children in practice, this being done in interaction with the 
local communities. Various topics are covered, including customary marriages, intestate 
succession, domestic violence and sexual offences. A further objective is to use these 
dialogues as a membership drive for the chapter, therefore the participation and 
involvement of all members is peremptory. The next dialogue will be hosted in Mpumalanga, 
and the Eastern Cape and North West are to follow in March, dates to be confirmed in due 
course. Members in the said provinces and nearby provinces are encouraged to attend and 
to invite as many as possible. Dates for the other provinces will be announced soon, please 
watch this space. 
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The Minster of Women in the Presidency Ms Susan Shabangu addresses the audience. While members of 
the SAC-IAWJ Executive Committee keenly observe the proceedings L-R Secretary Lalitha Chetty,  Vice 
President of Programmes Vuyo Noncumbu and the President Judge Shane Kgoele  

 
Judge Shane Kgoele shares the following message with all members. “I am sure that all of you will 
agree with me that we once again hit the ground running at the beginning of the year. Some 
members of our Executive Council are leaving to Malawi on an exchange visit with the aim of 
capacitating themselves. Thanks to Tabeth Masengu of the DGRU and her team for initiating this 
trip that will be taken towards the end of March. The Africa Regional conference is also just 
around the corner. The Deputy President Judge Victor Margie indicated that she has not received 
any papers from our members that wanted to submit same for the conference and time is against 
us. Members who still wish to deliver same are encouraged to send it to her as soon as possible 
because we are nearing the May month. I hope you had already booked your flights to Kenya. I 
have been reading your e-mails and very pleased to see that your energy has increased as there 
are various programmes that are being planned for in Provinces like North-west, Free-State, 
Gauteng including Mpumalanga. Membership from Judges is also drizzling in. It is indeed a year 
of great expectation as we all prepare ourselves to go to Limpopo for our local AGM and 
Conference in August. I want to encourage every one of us to be agents of change. To take this 
organisation forward we need to embrace some changes in some of the things we are doing. All 
changes are difficult and sometimes costly, but if they are good changes, in the long run they pay 
off. A new year is a new chance to start a new and better life. You cannot achieve that unless you 
change. Make the most of it!!!!” 
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WELLNESS, a gift to ourselves! 

The South African Chapter of the International Association of Women Judges (SAC-IAWJ) is 
committed to ensuring the wellness and good health of its members and of women in 
general. We make every effort to raise awareness around diseases and health issues that 
affect, particularly women and to give support to those who need it.  In the realisation of this 
goal the Free State Branch of the SAC-IAWJ hosted a wellness breakfast on 5 November 
2016. The breakfast was well attended by a diverse group, including Judges, Magistrates, 
Prosecutors, Attorneys and Advocates. The morning’s proceedings commenced with a 
Wellness Walk in honour of the Chapter’s first Secretary Belinda Molamu who succumbed to 
Lupus five years ago.  

 

Delegates enjoying the morning walk 

 

 The Free State Branch SAC-IAWJ was fortunate to secure the attendance of Dr. Christine 
Steyn-Stevens, a local medical practitioner, who delivered a lively and inspiring keynote 
address on:  

“A Colourful Life: How to balance a busy lifestyle with heart, body, soul and mind”.  

Malebo Keebine, an advocate employed by the Department of Rural Development and Land 
Reform, is currently pursuing a PhD in Business Management Studies, and the topic of her 
thesis is: “Framework of a Wellness Programme for Judges in South Africa.”  

Her presentation focussed on stress in the Judiciary and raised many thought provoking issues.  
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The relaxed and pleasant ambience of the venue contributed to achieving the objective of 
raising awareness around the detrimental effects of stress on the health of, particularly, 
professional people and highlighting the importance of healthy lifestyle habits and 
practises. 

With all SAC-IAWJ members returning from a well-deserved festive break, it is thus an 
opportune time for all to focus on our well -being and to manage stress in 2017!!!  

The inspiration has the caught on and the Gauteng Provincial co-ordinators are planning an 
event on Human Rights day, 21 March 2017, in conjunction with the Lupus Foundation to 
raise awareness of Lupus and Cancer. They plan to do an organised City Walking Tour of 
Johannesburg and end with lunch at one of the many trendy restaurants in the CBD.  

This walk will also be in memory of Belinda Molamu who was one of our founding members. 
The event promises to be a very informative and a fun day out. Members must please let 
Judge Leonie Windell know before 10 March 2017 that you will be joining this organised 
tour.   
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