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Good morning. 

 

I wish to first thank Walter Sisulu University for this profound honour. Preparing for today 

alone has been a grand event in my head, a sweet, sentimental trip down memory lane.  

When I sat down to think about what I would say to you a flood of memories and emotions 

washed over me. My reflections took me back to the University’s early days and its very 

humble beginnings as the former University of Transkei, and its odyssey over the years. I 

was at once struck by its capacity to produce a huge number of South Africa’s present day 

luminaries. As I did a mental roll call, I realized that in just one sector of the legal field, the 

judiciary, this University can proudly claim as its erstwhile students two Justices in the 

highest court in the land, the Constitutional Court, Justices Jafta and Madlanga; another two 

in the Supreme Court of Appeal, Justice Dambuza and I; the Judge President of the High 

Court Division of this Province, Judge Mbenenge and his colleagues, Judges Makaula, 

Bheshe, Tshiki, and Majiki; Judge Phakathi in the Northern Cape Division; and Judge Ndita in 

the Western Cape Division. Many other judges cut their teeth as legal professionals right 

here; Judge President Hlophe and Judge Samela in the Western Cape Division; Deputy Judge 

President Van Zyl of the Bhisho High Court, the late Judge Dukada and retired Judge Miller. 

That is a significant quota of our small judiciary considering the small size and rural location 

of this institution. Its alumni in the Magistracy are too many to mention. And there are the 

numerous Prosecutors and legal practitioners and teachers that are strewn all over the 

country whose careers were born in this institution. That is a very proud record of which I 

am extremely honoured to be part.    



I also got an opportunity to revisit my own ties to this University. There are not enough 

words to describe their depth. Memories of my youth here abound. I vividly remember the 

day my late father brought me, his first child, with great pride, to register for a B. Proc 

degree as a fresh faced 17 year old. And with equal vividness, I remember the evening on 

which l was capped for that degree in this very Great Hall, and my late parents’ proud and 

smiling faces sitting in the front row, are eternally etched in my mind’s eye. I miss them 

today. I also remember the fateful day on which my academic path was irrevocably 

changed, here, as if it were yesterday. Professor McQuoid-Mason of Howard College in the 

then University of Natal in Durban delivered a lecture on a judgment of the Appellate 

Division, as the Supreme Court of Appeal was then known, that had been recently delivered; 

Lillicrap & Partners v Pilkington Brothers (SA) (Pty) (Ltd) 1985 (1) SA 448 (AD). As those in the 

law know, the ground-breaking judgment concerned an Aquilian action, a delictual claim for 

damages arising from pure economic loss, and the core and novel question was whether the 

law of delict could be invoked to reinforce the law of contract ie the delictual standard of 

the duty of care could be applied to satisfy damages caused by an alleged breach of 

contractual obligations. The Law of Delict was not one of my favourite subjects but such was 

the force and appeal of Professor McQuiod-Mason’s presentation that I decided right there 

and then to further my studies when I passed my four year degree and register for an LLB 

degree at the University of Natal. My intellectual curiosity was deeply stirred and it is that 

precise moment that determined my future and led me to where I am today.  

Those were truly exciting times, the University was young and filled with young and zealous 

lecturers, many who had just returned to the country from various parts of the world, 

brimming with enthusiasm to share all that they had learnt in the faraway lands and change 

the South African legal landscape. And Unitra, as we fondly called the institution then, was a 

hive of intellectualism, hope and agitation for a better South Africa. It is here, in 1985, that 

the Transkei homeland leader KD Matanzima set his security forces upon the students who 

were restless for change. And so we were arrested for protesting against apartheid, our 

classmate and political activist Bathandwa Ndondo was killed, we were expelled and the 

University was shut down for the year. Never did I imagine then, not in my wildest dreams, 

that I would one day become a Judge, let alone a Judge in the Appellate Division about 

which we learned from a great distance and with an enormous sense of awe. And I certainly 

never imagined that one day my alma mater would honour me in this fashion. My legal 

journey has truly come full circle. 

What further makes the honour so singular is that it is bestowed upon me by my very own 

people. I was born at a missionary hospital, St Cuthberts, eNgcolosi, in my mother’s home 

town, Tsolo, where my parents were teachers and met, a mere 40 km away from here. My 

father was a rolling stone and regularly changed jobs between teaching and broadcast in 

Transkei and across the Kei River. But we always returned to Mthatha and I attended eight 

schools before reaching matric. Some of those schools were local; Xhugxwala Junior Primary 

School at my ancestral village where my father and his father before him were born, in 

Viedgesville, just 20 km south of here; Norwood Primary School, Zimele Junior Secondary 

School in Ngangelizwe and finally St Johns College, before starting my university career in 

this institution. And in my late twenties, when I returned from the United States where I 



read for my Master in Law degree, I returned to this University to plough back and lectured 

in its law faculty for three years until my practice as an advocate and growing family 

responsibilities made it impossible for me to continue.  So I am a true product of this 

province, this town and this University. And a clear example that who you ultimately 

become lies entirely in your own hands and that your external environment at any given 

time does not define you or your future. 

The tribute is special also because it recognises a woman working in a male dominated and 

conservative field in which women are still underrepresented. It is a sad reality that can 

never be overemphasized that despite greater numbers of women graduating from 

institutions of higher learning than men, the professions, including the judiciary, are 

populated and controlled by men. The debate today is that our institutions of higher 

learning have no black professors and I ask myself how may female professors do we have. 

The pace to diversify our institutions and make them representative of our society has been 

painfully slow. Women in the workplace in this country and across the world still have the 

odds stacked high against them. Sexism and patriarchy remain firmly entrenched in society. 

The majority of working women across the world still suffer the unfairness and indignity of 

being paid far less than their male counterparts for the same work. Two billion of them are 

legally restricted from having the same jobs as men. Women must still fight invisibility to be 

taken seriously and acknowledged as equals to their male colleagues. Many lack legal 

protection from sexual violence and sexual harassment in the domestic and public spheres, 

respectively. And frighteningly, South African men bear the ignominious mantle of leading 

the world in perpetrating violence against their women and children. So it remains a 

particularly big deal, in this day and age, for a woman to be recognised for her achievements 

in society. And even though I am an interested party in this matter, I daresay that Walter 

Sisulu University must be commended for its courage and prudence in recognising the 

ability of women to participate competently in all spheres of society, the societal benefits 

attaching to the empowerment of women and the celebration of feminine achievement.     

But enough about me.  

I would like to take this moment to congratulate the graduands and their families. Achieving 

a university degree, which takes years of blood and sweat, taking risks and pouring 

everything one has into the pursuit of success, is one of the most profound 

accomplishments in life. This is heightened in the case of many black youths especially in 

this part of our beautiful country, which is ravaged by poverty and all sorts of social ills. But 

then obstacles generally impede everyone’s path to success. Those obstacles however may 

be overcome if we imagine a better world on the other side and see them for what they are; 

training for the real challenges that lie ahead. That is exactly what you have done in the 

years you have spent at this University. And by so doing, against all the odds, you achieved 

your goals and have now earned yourselves the right to join a body of alumni who ply their 

professional skills and serve the common good all over the world.  

But I have to warn you that this is just the beginning of the road. Those of you who are 

leaving university to join the job market and the big world do so at a critical stage for our 

democracy. We have just surfaced from a very dark and intensely turbulent period and the 



country is in an economic and social quagmire. We recently voted in a new government and 

we are all trying to regain our footing. It is a time of great uncertainty and enormous 

challenges; inequality, grinding poverty, lack of basic services, spiralling unemployment and 

endemic corruption in both the public and private sectors, violent crime, human trafficking, 

rampant drug abuse, mental illness and suicide in our youth, the ravages of climate change, 

racism, hooliganism and gangsterism in our communities. In recent times we have seen a 

gross destruction of the values that make us human; love and respect for one another, 

empathy, integrity, passion for good, service to other, Ubuntu. For example we see trending 

videos of people in pain and suffering, being mugged, jumping off buildings to their deaths, 

being assaulted and so on flippantly posted by young people who were seemingly too happy 

to record and publicise the incidents for entertainment without bothering to alert the 

authorities or lending a helping hand. I could go on and on.   

It is your responsibility to fight these challenges, torebuild and turn things around for our 

country, which is your heritage, and create the society envisaged in our Constitution – a 

harmonious, kind, respectful and honest society in which all may enjoy dignity, true 

freedom and equality; a society which honours courageous individuals of strong principles 

and solid altruistic characters who demonstrate appreciation for honesty, justice and a 

commitment to serve others and the ability to instil those qualities in others. You have the 

capacity and tools to effect positive change. And you can leverage the positive qualities of 

our democracy which, despite its massive weaknesses, is still one of the most progressive 

countries when it comes to personal freedoms and the citizens’ ability to make life choices, 

freedom of speech, and a strong judicial system to safeguard to rule of law and all the rights 

enshrined in our Constitution.  

Be bold and brave. Use your education; the critical thinking skills that you have been taught 

here and the values that were imbued in you at home, in school, in your community. You 

have learned how to navigate the system to set yourselves up for success. You now have an 

obligation to use those skills and that knowledge to lead and serve in your communities.  

Stay close to this University and keep it alive, come back often and enrich your own lives in 

your chosen disciplines by maintaining a strong connection with it and encourage a love of 

learning, an intellectual hunger in its next generation of graduates so that it remains a 

platform of intellectual thought and debate from which even our government can draw as it 

continuously shapes policy to develop the country.  

Let the wise counsel of our founding father, Nelson Mandela, be your mantra: ‘What counts 

in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives 

of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead.’  

And as you go about changing the world, do not forget to maintain a balance in your own 

lives. Stress is a real enemy and cuts across all divides, including age. Practice self-care. The 

first wealth is health. Your health is worth looking after. Maintain the relationships you made 

here and elsewhere, do not let your work consume you and always remember that you that are not 

alone. 



Before I leave, please allow me a moment to thank my husband, Dabulamanzi Mlokoti, who 

has always supported me and afforded me the space to chase my dreams and my children, 

my daughter Wela, and sons Zizi and Jama who are a tremendous blessing to us and keep us 

young.  

Once more, heartiest congratulations and I wish you all the best for fulfilling careers and 

lives.  

 

Thank you.  

 

 


