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Women and children are vulnerable to violence
and discrimination. In almost twenty (20) years of
our democracy, the government has introduced laws
and established institutions to deal with gender-
based violence in our communities. Some of these
laws include the following:

THE CRIMINAL LAW (SEXUAL OFFENCES
AND RELATED MATTERS) AMENDMENT
ACT 32 OF 2007

Parliament introduced a law to protect communities
against rape and other sexual related crimes. This
law is called the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences
and Related Matters) Amendment Act 32 of
2007. It protects victims, especially women,
children, older persons and people living with
mental disabilities that have been raped or have
experienced sexual crimes.

The Sexual Offences Amendment Act
(SOAA) protects any person from rape,
sexual assault, sexual grooming, incest,
child pornography or prostitution.

* Rape occurs when a person forcibly
penetrates another person without their
consent.

¢ Sexual assault occurs when a person
forcefully sexually violates another person
without their consent.

e Sexual grooming occurs when a
person educates, introduces or prepares a
child to perform/witness any sexual act. A child or a mentally disabled
person is usually unaware that the person is grooming him/her for sexual
acts because this person is offen nice to the child. In most instances, after
realising the motive of the person, the child is usually scared to speak or
report this because the incident could have been taking place over a long
period of time.

¢ Incest occurs when people who are related and are not allowed to marry
each other engage in a sexual act with each other even though they both
agreed to do so. It is illegal and should be reported.

e Child pornography occurs when a person or company uses a child or a
mentally disables person for a reward or money for the purpose of publishing
pornographic material.

e Child prostitution occurs when a person uses a child or any person living
with mental disabilities to expose or display to prostitution or engaging
him/ her in sexual acts for a reward.
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Go to the nearest police station with someone you trust, a
family member or a friend.

You will be taken to a private, victim friendly room.

The police will take down everything you tell them in the
form of a sworn statement.

Do not forget to get a case number from the police officer
When reporting to the police, he/she will assist you with
getting medical assistance from a hospital or a Thuthuzela
Care centre.

The findings will be included in your case file.

Do not forget to give the police officer your address,
telephone numbers, and names of any witnesses, if any.

When you move, inform the police so that they can keep
you informed.

Your case will be heard at the nearest sexual offences court.
Victim support services will be made available to you.



CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

¢ Dignity and Privacy- When you report cases to the police and at a
public hospital or clinic. When you report to police, you will be taken to a
separate room where you can speak in an office or environment that you
are comfortable with.

¢ Information - When you report to a public hospital, you will receive
information on procedures required to have the alleged perpetrator be
tested for his or her HIV/AIDS status and right to receive Post Exposure
Prophylaxis. Victims also have a right to know.

¢ Assistance - The courts will appoint a competent person to act as an
intermediary in cases where, a witness under the age of eighteen would
suffer undue mental stress if he or she were to testify at such proceedings
without the assistance of Intermediary services.

* A victim is any person alleging that a sexual offence has been perpetrated
against him or her.

* An offender is any person (male or female) who intentionally and knowingly
commits a sexual offence.

e |t is important to note that a man can also be the victim of a rape or
sexual assault.

NATIONAL REGISTER FOR SEX OFFENDERS (NRSO)

The NRSO is a database containing the details of people who have been
convicted of any sexual offence against children or mentally disabled persons.

lts purpose is to protect children and people who are mentally disabled by
providing potential employers with information to determine whether persons
who work with or intend working with children (or persons who are mentally
disabled) have been convicted of sexual offences

Employers working with children such as schools, créches, NGO's, etc must
obtain a clearance certificate from the National Register and verify that none
of their employees appears on the register.
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ACT AGAINST ABUSE
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THE PROTECTION FROM
HARASSMENT ACT, 2010

Harassment is any unreasonable conduct that negatively affects another
person e.g. stalking (domestic and non-domestic); verbal, electronic and
written communication; unwelcomed sexual attention, bullying at schools,
and cyber-stalking (email, social networks, efc.)

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 1998

It often refers to violence between married; divorced or cohabiting partners;
members of a household; including children or elderly relatives; house-mates.
Intimate; sexual and past partners.

Physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional, verbal and psychological abuse,
economic abuse, intimidation, harassment, stalking, damage to property,
entry info the complainant's residence without consent.

Victims must go to the nearest magistrate court to apply for a protection order
or the nearest police station to open a case.

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDERED, AND INTERSEXED
(LGBTI) PERSONS

The Constitution guarantees dignity, freedom, equality for everyone and
prohibits discrimination on many grounds, including gender, sex and sexual
orientation. Violence against LGBTI persons is against the Constitution and
perpetrators will be arrested and prosecuted accordingly.
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