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PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN 
FROM CYBER BULLYING 
AND SEXTING
Cyber Bullying and Sexting are two of the new concepts that are affecting 
many young children and learners. The sharing of explicit content, 
nude/semi-nude photographs, videos and messages portraying sexual 
behaviour has become a popular trend amongst youth. 

WHAT IS CYBER BULLYING?
Cyber bullying is harassment that takes place through 
the use of electronic devices such as mobile phones, 
computers or tablets on social media sites, via text or 
instant messaging and chat. It occurs in the form of 
mean or hurtful messages, embarrassing or explicit 
photographs, videos or emails are shared or posted on 
these platforms and causes harm to others. 

IF YOU ARE FOUND 
GUILTY OF SHARING EXPLICIT 

CONTENT, YOU MAY BE 
CRIMINALLY CHARGED WITH 
THE FOLLOWING OFFENCES:

PLAY YOUR PART TO STOP 
CYBER BULLYING AND 
SEXTING

WHERE TO SEEK HELP OR 
REPORT CYBER BULLYING AND 
SEXTING?

DID YOU KNOW THERE ARE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES IF YOU 
ARE INVOLVED IN CYBER BULLYING AND SEXTING?

WHAT IS SEXTING?
Sexting is when nude or semi-nude photos or videos and 
sexually suggestive messages are sent via mobile phone 
through texting or chat. 
These types of messages may be classifi ed as child 
pornography especially where minors are involved.
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Section 19 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and related Matters ) Amendment Act, 2007 (Act 
32 of 2007) states that any person exposing, displaying, or causing exposure or display, of child 
pornography to a child is guilty of the offence of exposing or displaying or causing the exposure or 
display, of child pornography or pornography to a child.

CRIMEN INJURIA: This is the intent to violate the 
dignity and or privacy of another person.

ASSAULT: This is an intentional act which causes harm 
to another person’s bodily integrity.

CRIMINAL DEFAMATION: This is intentionally causing 
harm or hate speech that seriously impacts or injures 
a person’s reputation. This can be done verbally or in 
writing.

EXTORTION: This is when a person intentionally obtains 
information such as videos, images etc which is used to 
pressure others into doing something or even paying for 
the information not to be leaked.

• Parents are urged to play a role and be 
aware of the type of technologies and 
social media platforms that are used by children and 
to monitor the type of content that is shared on these 
platforms.

• Let’s stop cyber bullying and sexting! Report anyone who 
is a suspected perpetrator of cyber bullying and sexting.

• Call the Department of Justice and Constitutional 
development on 012 315 1111

• Call Childline on 080 005 5555
• Call Lifeline on 011 728 1347
• Report a case to the South African Police Services 

10111 or 086 001 0111


