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“Let’s wrap the wide arms of the law around those who need it” 

 

 
 

Deputy Chief Justice Zondo and President of the Supreme Court of Appeal Justice 

Maya, surrounded by members and delegates attending the 13
th

 Conference of the South 

African Chapter of the International Association of Women Judges (SAC-IAWJ) held 

on 11
th

 to 13
th

 August 2017 at the Ranch Protea Hotel in Polokwane, South Africa.   

 

 

In response to the conference theme “Let’s wrap the wide arms of the law around those who 

need it”, members and delegates attending the 13th Conference of the South African Chapter of 

the International Association of Women Judges (SAC-IAWJ) and partnering Universities, the 

University of Limpopo and University of Venda brought together one of the largest, high ranking 

gathering of members of the judiciary, academia and the justice ministry to the same platform. 
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The accelerated transformation of the judiciary at all levels was emphasized. Acknowledging that 

strides have been made but realizing that the pace was still relatively slow. The Chapter has 

resolved to motivate for an accelerated process of transformation to advocate for a minimum 

representation of at least 50% of women in all the courts across the Republic of South Africa in 5 

years. It further advocates for a seat on the JSC thus reaffirming its 2013 SAC-IAWJ conference 

resolution.  

 

The Honourable Deputy Chief Justice Zondo challenged the Chapter to set up a fund in order to 

create a reliable source of funding to facilitate continuous legal education and mentorship of 

women to ensure readiness and preparedness for appointment to the Bench.  The Chapter 

advocates for the re-introduction of the programme for the “acceleration of the appointment of 

women to the High Court bench.” Members of the Chapter have quickly seized the opportunity 

and taken on this challenge with purpose and zest in setting up a foundation to promote this 

objective.  

 

 

 
Seen from L-R are Judge Kgoele, Justice Saldulker, Deputy Chief Justice Zondo, Judge Victor and Regional 

Magistrate McGregor at a recent meeting to establish the Ray Zondo – SAC-IAWJ foundation.   

 

To this end the Chapter will collaborate with South African Judicial Education Institute on 

affording women opportunities to attend conferences thus ensuring their readiness for 
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appointments and to continuously engage with the office of the Chief Justice for support on 

various issues affecting women in the judiciary. 

 

The role of the Chapter, the University of Limpopo, the University of Venda and the Judiciary in 

breathing life into the theme of the conference 

 

Realizing that wrapping the arms of the law around those who need it is not just a catch phrase, 

but a statement of intent requiring serious input from all relevant parties, including the judiciary 

to make it a reality; and acknowledging that women, people living with disabilities, people 

suffering from TB, living with HIV and the LGBTIQ community are amongst those who have been 

continuously discriminated against in our society, and thus need the wide arms of the law the 

most, the Chapter therefore resolved to address the challenges faced by these minorities daily in 

our society, and to advocate for the removal of barriers which prevents them from fully enjoying 

basic human rights such as the rights to equality and dignity and fundamental freedoms as 

enshrined in the Constitution. The trio partnership further endorsed the need for males who are 

willing to support the cause of feminism, to encourage men to take their part in the struggle for 

women equality and to guard against always portraying men as the enemy of women. It 

recognized that the Customary Marriages Act has a number of gaps, oversights and omissions 

which create loopholes via which women’s rights are undermined and therefore the Act needs to 

be amended. In the meantime Judicial Officers should interpret it in a manner that advances the 

rights of women. Similarly in cases of gender-based violence the plight of women can be 

addressed by handing down judgments cognizant of their experiences and to run appropriate 

programmes to address needs of victims of gender-based violence. To this end, members in the 

Gauteng province in partnership with the MEC for education are planning on presenting domestic 

violence theatrical skits to 2000 schools in Gauteng to bring awareness to teenagers to develop 

skills to promote a violence free society. The Chapter resolves to make recommendations to 

academic institutions to structure the LLB curriculum in such a way that augments efforts of 

advancing the Constitution’s foundational values and transformative constitutionalism.  

 

 

Partnership Building and Mentorship 

 

Recognizing the importance of the mentorship programme as a means of women empowerment 

and as such a catalyst to women equality; and the benefits it provides to the mentees, particularly 
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the students, the Chapter resolves to strengthen its mentorship programme by partnering with 

the University of Limpopo and the University of Venda. Three resolutions are in place to 

formulate a structured programme which shall include public lectures by members of the Chapter 

and members of the two Universities, placing female students in internships and attaching them 

to judicial officers and the NPA at the various courts, and where possible, the sourcing of funding 

to assist deserving needy students. Support efforts to take legal knowledge to rural communities 

and to cater mainly for the previously disadvantaged women who still bear the brunt of 

prejudices and suffering. These resolutions will meaningfully effectuate the true meaning of the 

theme of the conference to wrap the wide arms of the law around those who need it.* 

 

       Report on proceedings of the 13
th

 Annual Conference 
By Sadia Jacobs 

   

The theme of the 13
th

 Annual conference 

of the South African Chapter of the 

International Association of Women 

Judges (SAC-IAWJ):   

“Wrap the wide arms of the law 

around those who need it” validates the 

role of the Chapter in South Africa. 

  

                    
 

The conference set a new bench mark for 

the association. It was a conference of 

many firsts. Approximately 60 delegates, 

from across the country joined by Adv. 

Teresa Mugadza from Liberia, took the 

three and a half hour journey by luxury 

couch, Lexis Nexis sponsored, from the 

Continental Hotel, O R Tambo 

International Airport, to the Ranch Hotel 

in Polokwane. 

 

Delegates disembarking from the coach in 

Polokwane                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Deputy President of the SAC-IAWJ Judge 

Margie Victor sets the goals of the Conference 

 

It was a first for so many senior members 

of the judiciary to accept responsibility 

for the various committees in the SAC-

IAWJ. The Annual General Meeting was 

held on the first day of the conference 

where newly appointed Constitutional 

Court Justice Theron, the first female 

President of the Supreme Court of 

Appeal Justice Maya, Justice’s Tshiqi, 

Saldulker and Mocumie committed to 

drive the different committees of the 

Chapter. Several Judges and Magistrates 

also pledged commitment to the various 

committees of the Chapter.  

 

                    
       Justice Theron & Magistrate Jacobs 

                 
     Madam Justice Tshiqi on the Law and       

Transgender Issues 

 

The newly appointed Deputy Chief 

Justice Zondo was present throughout the 

conference and made valuable 

contributions; including a pledge of 

R20 000 in a trust account to be 

established by the Chapter, for the 

advancement of women in the judiciary.  

It was the first time that a person of his 

stature graced our conference from the 

first day it started on a Friday up until it 

ended on Sunday. 

 

               
              DCJ Zondo, JP Mlambo & AJ Collis 

 

It was also a first time in the history of 

the Chapter that the conference was 
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graced by three Judge Presidents. JP 

Mlambo of Gauteng, the newly 

appointed JP Legodi of Mapumalanga 

and JP Makgoba of the newly established 

Limpopo division of the High Court, not 

only did they attend the conference, but 

also took part in the programme of the 

conference. The Judge Presidents further 

invited the Chapter to engage them on 

the advancement of women in the 

judiciary.   

                                                                      

 
JP Makgoba, JP Legodi and Judge Kollapen 

 

                

 
Delegates Magistrate Lalitha Chetty and 

Chief Magistrate Sidlova at the Conference 

The Minister of Justice and Correctional 

Service, Advocate Masutha graced the 

conference on Saturday despite his recent 

ill health. 

 

                

  
 Adv Masutha 

 

The executive were further represented 

by Minister Muthambi and Minister 

Shabangu.  

  

 
Minister Shabangu delivering an address 

during the gala dinner 

 

The Gala dinner was dedicated to Justice 

Maya who delivered an awe inspiring 
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address after all delegates viewed her 

recent interview on the Justice factor.  

It was also the first time that the Gala 

dinner including the conferencing took 

place at the same Venue where the 

delegates were sleeping in a Five Star 

Luxury Hotel! 

 

 
Justice Maya, Judge Kgoele with Magistrates 

Ramos, Page and Noncembu 

 

The conference was attended by the 

largest number of local delegates – 200 

in number. The Chapter partnered with 

the University of Limpopo and the 

University of Venda, this collaboration 

proved to be a huge success. It was the 

first time that the Chapter partnered with 

two Universities. Both universities were 

represented by academia who royally 

contributed to the presentations that 

speaks to the theme of the conference. 

 

 

The universities were also represented by 

students who not only assisted in making 

the registration of the conference run 

smoothly but also contributed to the 

presentations. 

  

 
Advocate Mashele Rapatsa of the University 

of Limpopo speaks on Transformative 

Constitutionalism 

 

 
Students from both universities at the 

helpdesk 

 

Presentations on the theme of the 

conference were delivered by the South 

African delegates as well as Justice 

Sujata Manohar who is a retired judge of 

the Supreme Court of India. Justice 

Manohar presented an international 

perspective on “a balance sheet of 

women’s empowerment” as one of the 

presentations of the conference. She 

emphasized that poverty has a woman’s 

face and that poverty can be viewed as a 
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denial of rights. In addition she delivered 

the key note address during the Gala 

Dinner titled “a shawl and a shield”. 

 

 
VP Publications Rochelle Francis-Subbiah, 

Madam Justice Sujata Manohar from India 

and Dean Annette Lansink from the 

University of Venda  

 

Zimbabwean borne Adv. Teresa 

Mugadza is presently employed by the 

IDLO in Liberia and presented an 

international perspective on sexual and 

gender based violence during the 

conference.  

 

 
Adv. Mugadza 

 

The international contingent was further 

strengthened by Angela Wairmu Kamau 

from Kenya. Ms. Kamau is a recent 

graduate engaged in various women’s 

empowerment sphere’s including 

working for the Kenya Women Judges 

Association.  

 

 
Laughter, Joy and Togetherness- an uplifting 

conference 

 

The proceedings were brought to a close 

with the unveiling, officiated by the 

Deputy Chief Justice RMM Zondo and 

the President of the SAC-IAWJ, Judge 

Shane Kgoele, of the SAC-IAWJ 

Strategic plan 2017 – 2022, sponsored by 

the UNDP.  

 

* 
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Human Trafficking,  the 

reality in our Communities 
By Anthia Ramos 

 

The provincial coordinators of the 

Western Cape combined their Wellness 

Programme with a Human Trafficking 

event. They partnered with an 

organisation called A21, hosts an annual 

international walk for freedom focused 

on highlighting the increased prevalence 

of human trafficking throughout the 

world.  

A21 has been operational in South Africa 

since March 2013. They currently focus 

their operations in 3 categories. RESCUE; 

RESTORE and REACH. They provide 

training on the topic to communities and 

schools. They host an annual Walk for 

Freedom in major cities across a few 

Countries. The idea is that all the 

countries host the walk on the same day. 

The participants wear black clothes and 

their branded T- shirts are sold on the 

day of the walk. Participants walk quietly 

for 5km in single file with black tape 

across their mouths to highlight the 

unspoken nature of the offence.  

 

In addition to participating in a very 

worthy cause, the members enjoyed a 

5km walk alongside the Sea Point 

promenade alongside the fresh morning 

sea breeze. 

Western Cape members plan to 

participate in the A21 walk again this 

year and hope to secure a greater SAC -

IAWJ presence at the event. They 

propose that all the provinces participate 

as the walk is hosted on the same date 

and time in all provinces. This year it took 

place on 14 October 2017. * 
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Girls in Conflict with the 

Law 
 

On 26th of August 2017 the Western 

Cape Members and Mentees conducted 

a visit to Huis Vredelus, Child Youth Care 

Centre, Elsies River, Cape Town. The 

purpose of the visit was twofold; firstly to 

expose the Mentees to an environment 

they might encounter in practice. 

Secondly, was to provide some 

encouragement to the girls who are in 

conflict with law.  

 

The Mentees were amazed at the girl’s 

background stories and interacted with 

them freely. The girls were addressed on 

the court procedure and encouraged not 

to allow their situation to define their 

future. Transport for the Mentees and 

refreshments for all were sponsored by 

the Democratic Governance Rights Unit 

at the University of Cape Town. The girls 

were also presented with care packs 

which included basic toiletries which 

they would take home once they leaved 

the facility. This was identified as a need 

for the girls when leaving the Centre. 

Many of the girls are from an improvised 

background, where there is a lack of the 

basic needs. Magistrates donated 

magazines, juice and clothes.  

The visit was a valuable experience for all                                               

who attended and participated. “We 

literally wrapped our arms around the 

vulnerable children in our society, at the 

Centre.” The girls at the Centre were 

appreciative of the support and 

encouragement they received from the 

Mentees and Magistrates. All the 

members agreed that judicial oversight is 

important to ensure that the objectives 

of the Child Justice Act and Children’s Act 

are met.  All have undertaken to conduct 

future visits to the Centre to ensure 

ongoing support. 

The terms of reference of the formal 

programme was set out for the Mentors 

and Mentee’s. The expectation 

contained in the concept note was 

explained and discussed. Once again 

DGRU‘s, Tabeth Masengu and Rudo 

Chitapi were instrumental in organising 

the attendance, transportation and 

catering needs of the participants.   

 

 

Members:  Magistrates Ramos, Roberts, 

Page, Mandla, Kgorane, Ndoyana, Gxashe 

and the Student Mentees. (Junior “members” 

– Hannah and Tatum)*  
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MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME - A 

Success Story in KZN 

Provincial Coordinator Premilla Moodley 

shares her mentorship programme with 

us. She currently mentors matriculants 

from Igagasi High School at Folweni.  

They are Nelisiwe Buthelezi; Khanya 

Mkutyukelwa and Thulisile Jeza. Here 

below is her heart- warming mentorship 

story of tribulations and success. 

Khanya Mkutyukelwa, one of the 

matriculants I mentored has been 

successful at entering university for 

further studies in law and is currently 

enrolled in her first year at UKZN- 

Howard College. 

Unizulu scholar Zakhithi visited me at 

Nsimbini court and confided in me about 

her dire financial circumstances at home 

and that she was not able to return to 

Unizulu University. I offered her R170 

towards her travel cost back to her 

campus. 

I have been monitoring Zakhithi’s 

academic progress over the years. She is 

now in the 3rd year of her LLB degree. I 

commenced mentoring her when she 

was in Grade 12 at Folweni HS. She has 

been passing every year of study 

successfully thus far. I see her as a 

person who is worthy of my mentorship.   

A further meeting with Zakhithi on 11 

May 2017 highlighted her difficulties and 

dire financial situation at the Unizulu 

University. NSFAS hadn’t paid her 

university fees for the year and the 

bursary she receives through the 

Attorneys Fidelity Fund was used to pay 

her outstanding fees leaving her with no 

money to purchase her prescribed books 

for upcoming semester. It was also 

apparent that the library books were 

outdated.  

I gave Zakhithi R200 to get herself a copy 

of a book on Business Studies and I made 

available to her the following books: – 

Eckard’s Principles of Civil Procedure 
in the Magistrate’s Court by TJM 
Paterson; Principles of the Law of 
Contract by AJ Kerr and Law of Delict 
by Neethling, Potgieter, Visser. 

Proudly I must confess that Zakhithi 

passed all her modules this semester 

with the help of the books I made 

available to her. It is really encouraging 

to me that my efforts are rewarded and 

she will be making a significant 

contribution to the legal fraternity in the 

future.  

I believe that mentoring women with the 

desire to see them develop is a treasure 

that contributes to making our society 

better. Like all talents, for it to grow it 

must be nurtured practically. I recognize 

potential when I see it in other women 

and I look for ways to steer them to 

achieve their best and seize their best 

opportunities.  
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In the past three years I sponsored two 

Prosecutors who worked with me at 

Nsimbini court to attend the Conference 

of the Chapter, as Friends of the Chapter. 

This year I intend sponsoring a colleague 

in the legal profession who is an 

Admitted attorney. She is a young, bright 

female with lots of potential and her 

name is Zinhle Mngadi. My desire is for 

these ladies to receive something from 

the Conference and to benefit from 

being a Friend of the Chapter as they 

receive exposure to a wider network of 

esteemed people in the legal fraternity. 

Further, and obviously with a view to 

growing the Chapter through a wide 

variety of women from across the legal 

spectrum joining the organization. I 

remain a proud member of the SAC-

IAWJ.* 

A WELLNESS BREAKFAST IN 

THE EASTERN CAPE 

On Saturday 30 September 2017 the 

Eastern Cape members of the SAC-IAWJ 

hosted a wellness breakfast at Café du 

Jardin, Floradale, East London. The event 

was a huge success in that it was well 

attended by members of the Judiciary as 

well as the public.  

The event started with a moment of 

spiritual reflection. Judge Beshe gave a 

synopsis of the SAC- IAWJ, reflecting on 

its status within the international sphere 

and further reflected on the aims and 

objectives of the South African Chapter, 

as well as the programmes the chapter 

engages in. She introduced the wellness 

walk and expounded on the significance 

of the walk within the chapter and the 

importance of the understanding of the 

disease Lupus. 

Sadia Jacobs, the programme director 

thereafter read out the poem 

Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou. 

This was followed by the introduction of 

the Keynote Speaker. Dr. Nontembeko 

Somlotha, a gynecologist practicing in 

the East London area. Dr. Somlotha is an 

enthusiastic and a dedicated health 

professional with extensive experience 

across all areas of the health care 

system. She is married and mother of 2 

children. Dr. Somlotha gave a practical 

and detailed exposé of “Peri- 

menopause”, which all present found 

informative.  

Breakfast was served and the 

participants took time to appreciate the 

tranquil setting before departure. 

 

A wellness breakfast and walk in the lap of 

Nature* 
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DOES THE X OR Y 

FACTOR MATTER?  

 

 

 

The Western Cape members were 

fortunate enough to attend a talk 

presented by esteemed Judge Connie 

Mocumie on 8th August 2017 as part of 

the women’s month celebrations. The 

talk was hosted by the University of the 

Western Cape Centre for Law and 

Society. 

Justice Mocumie presented a powerful, 

inspirational address which discussed 

how socialization on gender is brought 

into the legal profession and how gender 

impacts on legal careers and other issues 

on the field. “Judge Connie Mocumie 

doesn’t pull punches. She is known for 

fighting “this man thing” of “guys 

clubbing together” and taking on the 

issue gender transformation within the 

JSC.  

The talk was enjoyed by all.  Retired 

Justice Belinda van Heerden was in 

attendance in support as one of the 

members. Justice Mocumie was 

delighted to see her as well as the other 

Western Cape members.  

 

 

Members: Provinical Coordinator Anthia 

Ramos, retired Judge Belinda Van Heerden, 

Justice Mocumie, Vice Secretary Elmarie Du 

Toit, Provincial Coordinator Sylvia Mandla, 

Treasurer Cathy Page and Vanessa Miki*
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       We proudly congratulate our Gauteng Provincial Co-Ordinator Colleen Collis and 

member Betty Mahalelo on being recommended by the Judicial Service 

Commission to be appointed as Judges of the High Court Division of Gauteng.  

                                                   

                      Colleen Collis      Betty Mahalelo 

Our members are making huge strides in materializing the objectives of the 

Chapter. Their hard work, commitment and resilience are significant in 

showcasing that magistrates are competent and eligible for appointment to the 

High Court Bench in the Republic of South Africa. We wish them all of the very 

best. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Newsletter compiled and edited by  

Rochelle Francis-Subbiah,  
Vice President Publications 

With the assistance of Exco 

 


