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When I reflect on 2013, I can safely say that personally and professionally, it marked a huge 

turning point in my life. From the point of view of SAC-IAWJ, it was a busy and sometimes difficult 

year, but I think everyone will agree that we can record a number of successes this year. That will 

definitely be detailed in the reports of the President and Secretary. 

As coordinator of the Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting, held in Durban from 9 -11 

August 2013, I am happy to report that it was a fruitful and successful event. Many positives have 

come out of that conference, which are detailed in the Conference Report and Conference Resolutions. 

From a professional viewpoint, the JSC’s recent recommendation for my permanent  appointment as 

Judge of the Free State High Court marked not only the achievement of huge  a milestone in my 

career, but was a beacon of encouragement to (especially District Court) magistrates that it is an achievable goal. It was 

indeed a long and difficult road, which entailed very hard work and many personal sacrifices. I am blessed with a 

strong family support system as well as the support of many colleagues and friends. For me, this has been one of the 

keys to my success. 

To all those colleagues who aspire to be elevated to the High Court Bench, I would like to say that you must believe in and 

hold onto your dreams and goals, and pursue them with commitment and dedication. You will encounter many 

detractors and obstacles on the way, but if you are steadfast in believing in yourself and in your goals, it will carry 

you through. Keeping an open mind and embracing the diverse people of our country is equally important to success. 

I look forward to a long and happy association with the Free State, which I have discovered is a beautiful province.  

Madam Justice S Naidoo, 22 November 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REPORT FROM OUR 

TREASURER 

This was my first year as SAC-IAWJ Treasurer. I have taken over from the Honourable Justice P.L. 

Goliath.  Our primary source of income is member subscriptions. Membership fees are deducted 

directly from the members’ salaries with their consent in terms of the SAC-IAWJ Constitution as 

amended 10 August 2012. The fee has been increase to R100, 00 per month with effect 

01/01/2013.  

We have paid our 2013 membership subscription on 18/06/2013 and are therefore in good 

standing with our mother body in Washington. 

  

SAC-IAWJ has committed members who are willing to remain loyal and continue to pay the 

monthly membership fees. Some members feel discouraged because no huge impact is made by the 

organization. We need a clear evaluation and reporting plan on achievements. There is a feeling 

that we are not getting value for our money. Communication with the members is very important. 

Funds in the SAC-IAWJ are not sufficient to deliver all programmes that are planned and we need 

creativity from Provincial Coordinators to increase funds as KZN and Gauteng did. Total profit 

from these two Provinces were R101 000, 00. 

  

The main challenge we face is accessing funding to meet our aims and objectives and registered 

members to pay the R200, 00 fees towards the IAWJ. 

  

May you all have a Wonderful Festive Season and let we all come back Inspired and Empowered 

for the New Year, 2014, to achieve all our goals and pay all the fees we as committed members 

consented to!  

  Warm Regards!  

   

Elmarie Du Toit,  Treasurer, SAC-IAWJ, 22 November 2013 



 

                                                                      

 

PUBLICATIONS 

                  2013 

                                              INERTIA 

"The world is a dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but because of 

the people who don't do anything about it."  

            Albert Einstein 

When we took office at the end of 2012 this segment of the SAC-IAWJ had neither strategy nor 

system; we had to move away from the inertia and as swift as possible. A humble beginning was 

the investigation of the word “Publication” which means to make content available to the general 

public. We got to work and seized our inspiration from the brave initiative of the “International 

Outreach Committee” as narrated by Arline Pacht who is one of the founder members of the 

association. The Outreach Committee was the beginning of the IAWJ more than two decades ago. 

Their story goes as follows: 
As one of her first acts, Judge Brenda Murray, President of the U.S. NAWJ and conference chairperson, formed the 

International Outreach Committee (the Outreach Committee) whose members were charged with identifying and 

inviting women judges around the globe to attend the meeting. The Outreach Committee, chaired by Arline Pacht, 

began its task by issuing letters to U.S. embassies in every nation and to every foreign embassy located in 

Washington D.C. requesting the names and addresses of women judges in their respective countries. The Vatican, one 

of the first to respond to this letter, advised the Outreach Committee that it had no women judges. Fortunately, the 

Outreach Committee met with greater success elsewhere. Names poured in, resulting in a computerized list of some 

4,000 women judges from 102 nations worldwide. From this list, the Outreach Committee sent letters of invitation to 

ten of the most senior women judges in countries that had a relatively sizable number of women on the bench, 

making sure that every continent was represented. . . 

 

If the ladies of the Outreach Committee can take on the world to begin with; we can take on the 

judicial sphere of of our own country and create a persona for the SAC-IAWJ in the Republic of 

South Africa. Our colleague Quvashini Nulliah set up a website. During the year the Publications 

Committee kept in contact with the members of the members of SAC-IAWJ by way of Newsflashes. 

Topics ranged from new legislation, appointment of judges to notices of events. 

The publications strategy for 2014 has been finalized and will be tabled to the Executive 

Committee mid December 2013. In essence and abstract it will include the launch of our quarterly 

brochure “Themis: The Lady Justice”; to be distributed nationally and internationally, weekly 

newsflashes on events, training, programs, personalia of members, and much more. Our passion 

will be the creation of a delicately woven tapestry of women judges and their friends that will 

share in triumphs and tribulations. We shall be named and defined on Wikipedia and through 

media releases from the desk of the President of the association.  

In conclusion; we will reflect the proud being of the SAC-IAWJ as an inspiration to  

Judge for Equality. 

 

  MAGISTRATE LANI OPPERMAN 
MADAM JUSTICE LEONIE WINDELL 

http://www.searchtherightwords.com/albert-einstein-tag.html


DEAR MEMBERS AND 

FRIENDS ON BEHALF OF 

MYSELF AND THE EXCO; 

MAY YOU HAVE A 

BLESSED FESTIVE 

SEASON AND MAY OUR 

CHILDREN BE SAFE 
AND HAPPY 

  

MADAM JUSTICE VIOLET PHATSOANE 

VICE PRESIDENT: PROGRAMS SAC-IAWJ 

2013 
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MAGISTRATE JINX BHOOLA 

SACRETARIAT 
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