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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY   

QUESTION FOR WRITTEN REPLY  

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NO.: 1858 

DATE OF QUESTION: 27 JULY 2012 

 

 
1858. Mr M Waters (DA) to ask the Minister of Justice and Constitutional 

Development: 

Whether the Gender and Sexual Orientation-based Violence Task Team 

(GSOVTT) has directly intervened in any hate crime cases since it was created; if 

not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?  

NW2250E 

 

REPLY:- 

I wish to inform the Honourable Member that when the National Task Team was 

established in September 2011, its mandate was to develop an intervention Strategy on 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-sexual and Intersex-related crimes and not directly 

intervene in cases involving LGBTI persons.  

 

However, in February 2012, the Judiciary has finalised the case of Zoliswa Nkoyana.  

The Khayelitsha Magistrate’s Court, in the Zoliswa Nkoyana murder case, made 

international news when it passed an imprisonment sentence of 18 years against each of 

the 4 accused convicted of killing a lesbian.  Although it is an unreported judgment, it is 

widely viewed as a trendsetting step towards breaking the cycle of violence perpetrated 

against LGBTI persons, in particular African lesbian women living in townships. 

 

My department has, however, when matters are reported to my department or any of the 

Task Team-members, forwarded the information concerned immediately to the South 

African Police Service, to fast-track where possible and monitor, the investigations 

concerned;  the National Prosecuting Authority, to fast-track and monitor the prosecutions 



Parliamentary Question No 1858 (final reply).doc 2 

concerned; and the Department of Social Development, to fast-track and monitor victim 

support and assistance to the victim/s and/or their families, concerned. 

 

My department does not, at present, keep a database of all such interventions, also due 

to the sensitivity involved in such cases.  

 

There is no current research study available to determine how offences involving LGBTI-

persons are responded to in courts.  As a result of insufficient data to deal with these 

matters, it was identified that it may be difficult to develop a strategy on LGBTI-related 

matters.  My department is therefore currently conducting a situational analysis which will 

inform the development of the national strategy of LGBTI matters. 

 

In the meanwhile, my department has co-ordinated a National Conference for the 

Regional Magistrates in conjunction with the Regional Magistracy themselves, and had 

an audience of 180 Regional Magistrates, whilst the Conference for the District 

Magistrates attracted an attendance of 150 District Magistrates during two (2) successive 

weekends in March 2012.  These conferences, amongst other topics, dealt with the 

seriousness and sensitivity of cases involving the violation of the rights of LGBTI persons. 

 


