
of  the Department of  Just ice & Consti tut ional  DevelopmentA  M A g A z i n e

j u n e  2 0 1 6
2016

Th

40
Department  gets set for  

a year of delivery
Find out more about  

careers in Justice

Young, vibrant legal 
trailblazers

Maintenance – a record  
R1 million payout

Youth championing the Constitution



2  Justice Today  |  June 2016 

 Regulars

4  Message from the Minister

6  Legislation Watch

 Features

3 Children’s rights: Let us be heroes and 
heroines to the children of South Africa 

10 Constitutional Education: Learners’  
Dialogue in Parliament

12 Budget Vote 2016 Highlights

15 Maintenance: Mother receives record breaking 
R1million maintenance pay-out

17 Service in Justice: A call for equal parenting

19  Youth awareness: 
  Cyber-bullying and sexting 

20 Careers in Justice:   
Young, vibrant legal trailblazers

25 Access to Justice: The Let’s Talk Justice  
radio programme continues

26 South Africa rallying against racism 

editorial team:
 
editor-in-chief
Nina Bhaktawar
NBhaktawar@justice.gov.za

editor
Lawrence Ngoveni
LNgoveni@justice.gov.za

news editor
Samona Naidu
SNaidu@justice.gov.za

Sub-editor
Sinenhlanhla Mkhwanazi
SinMkhwanazi@justice.gov.za

Design & layout
Lynne Hambury
LHambury@justice.gov.za

Contributors
Andile Tsona
ATshona@justice.gov.za

Tshifiwa Matumba
TMatumba@justice.gov.za

Mogethwa Ngoepe
MNgoepe@justice.gov.za

Nana Mzila
SMzila@justice.gov.za

Solomon Mahlangu
SMahlangu@justice.gov.za

Mosima Mashao
MaMashao@justice.gov.za

Kgomotso Makinta
KMakinta@justice.gov.za

Distribution
Kgosietsile Bareki
KBareki@justice.gov.za



Justice Today  |  June 2016  3

ChilDren’S rightS

Sinenhlanhla Mkhwanazi

I pledge 
to be a super 
hero to OUR 

children,  
how about 

you?

Everyday children in playgrounds 
imitate their entertainment heroes 
such as Superman, Batman and 
Wonder Woman. They imitate these 
superheroes because they believe that 
they are powerful, caring and able to 
provide protection. 

Children in South Africa live in a society grounded in a 
Constitution that has the highest regard for their rights 
and for the equality and dignity of all people. the Bill 
of rights in the Constitution of the republic of South 
Africa specifically states that every child 
has the right to be protected from 
maltreatment, neglect, abuse or 
degradation.
 Promoting and protecting 
children’s rights remains on top of 
the agenda for government. The 
National Development Plan 2030 
clearly envisages that by 2030, 
people living in South Africa should 
feel safe and have no fear of crime. 
Women, children and vulnerable 
groups should feel protected.
 The Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development (DOJ&CD) 
is committed to promoting and protecting 
the rights of children. Various programmes and 
projects have been introduced to ensure the promotion 
and protection of children’s rights including an improved 
Maintenance system, implementing the National Register 
for Sex Offenders, rolling out the Sexual Offences Courts, 
and placing the interests of the child first through the work 
of the Office of the Family Advocate. 
Last year the Maintenance Amendment Act, 2015 (Act 9 
of 2015) became effective. This Act provides, amongst 
others, that parents who default on child maintenance will 

be blacklisted. The department continues to improve the 
maintenance system through the Electronic Fund Transfer 
(EFT) system.  EFT maintenance payments are increasingly 
bringing money quicker to children.  Between 1 March 2015 
and 29 February 2016, a total of R1.58 billion was paid to 
maintenance beneficiaries through the EFT system.
The National Register for Sex Offenders (NRSO) aims to 
fight the scourge of sexual violence against children and 
mentally disabled people. The NRSO is a record of names 
of those found guilty of sexual offences against children 
and mentally disabled people which was established by 
an Act of Parliament in 2007. The number of sex offenders 
appearing in the National Register for Sex Offenders 

has increased from 2 340 in 2011/2012 to 22 928 in 
2015/2016.

 In order to combat sexual violence, 
especially against women and children, 
the Department reintroduced the Sexual 
Offences Courts in August 2013. The Sexual 
Offences Courts provide specialised victim-
support services to reduce secondary 
traumatisation of the victims in these cases, 
to prioritise these cases so that they are 
speedily dealt and to improve conviction 
rates in sexual offences matters.  To date, the 
department has established 46 of the new 

model Sexual Offences Courts throughout the 
country. 

The Family Advocate assists parties to reach 
an agreement on disputed issues, such as custody, 

access and guardianship. If the parties are unable to 
reach an agreement, the Family Advocate evaluates the 
parties’ circumstances in light of the best interests of 
the child and makes a recommendation to the court with 
regard to custody, access or guardianship. The Family 
Advocate renders its services free of charge.
 As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Constitution 
it a perfect opportunity for us a nation to work together to 
ensure a safer and secure South Africa for the children. Let 
us build future generations that value, protect and promote 
the rights of children. 

Let us be heroes and 
heroines to the children 
of South Africa
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Youth must champion  
the Constitution 

A cursory look into 
our history as a 

country tells us about the 
power of young people to 
drive change and become 
instrumental in the shaping 
of a nation’s destiny.”

one of the most prominent acts of youth activism was the 1976 
student uprising against the imposition of Afrikaans as a language 
of instruction at schools. the memory of young people confronting 
an armed police force with stones to challenge the injustice of the 
apartheid system will remain vivid in many people’s mind. through 
this conviction, young people established a solid foundation in 
building a South Africa that values and respects human rights. 
in many ways, this year’s celebration of the 40th anniversary of 
the June 1976 student uprisings and the 20th anniversary of the 
Constitution should not be seen in isolation of one another. Both tell 
us about our proud history of struggle and freedom and both affirm 
that together, we can move South Africa forward. in this spirit, it is 
time for a renewed energy from our youth in the promotion of our 
Constitutional rights.  
 In celebrating 20 years of the Constitution young people need 
to remain conscious of the responsibility that accompanies our 
Constitutional rights. The destruction of property and disruption of 
essential services during times of protest undermines the very same 
Constitutional rights that are being celebrated during this anniversary 
of the Constitution. It is for this reason that all sectors must intensify 
awareness of the Constitution. 
 As the custodian of the Constitution, the DOJ&CD is actively 
promoting constitutional awareness among young people. For 
instance, a number of learner dialogues have been organised across 
the country, during which learners have the opportunity to engage the 
leadership on constitutional rights. These engagements are aimed at 
making young people aware of the power of the Constitutional rights 
in further building our democracy. 
 In the past financial year, the Department created a ‘slimline’ 
version of the Constitution which was distributed to over 500 000 
Grade 12 learners in schools countrywide. The booklet contains the 
Preamble and founding provisions of the Constitution as well as the 
Bill of Rights. 
 To ensure that all South Africans, including persons with 
disabilities, are able to access the Constitution and learn about their 
rights, the department also embarked on the process of translating 

Michael Masutha, MP (Adv)  Minister of Justice and Correctional Services



Visit the departmental website: www.justice.gov.za to find the full text of the Constitution, as well as more information on the Constitution. Copies 
of the Constitution have been made available in all languages to all public libraries and Thusong Service Centres for communities to access them.
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MeSSAge froM the MiniSter

the Constitution into various South African languages. Once 
translated, the Constitutions were made available at public 
libraries and Thusong service centres across the country.
 The Constitution has also been created in Braille to ensure 
that visually impaired persons are able to access, read and 
understand the supreme law of the country and their basic 
human rights. 
 To make learning about the law and the Constitution fun, 
learners also have the opportunity annually to participate in 
the South African National School Moot Court Competition. 
This competition was established in 2011 to create a greater 
understanding of the Constitution and human rights in South 
African schools. As part of the competition, learners debate 
mock cases in a real life court setting, and are able to see and 
experience first-hand a legal battle. Having mastered the art 
of the Moot Court, Claire Rankin and Clara-Marie Macheke 
from Springfield Convent School in the Western Cape, who 
won the National Moot Court Competition 2015, went on 
to represent South Africa at the Hague in the Netherlands 
earlier this year, and scooped the first prize, a gold win for 
South Africa. Both learners have confirmed that they will 
definitely be studying law to contribute in the promotion of 
human rights once they matriculate.
 It is these young people who will lead meaningful 
dialogues on Constitutional rights and craft legislation 
and policy that are consistent with the Constitution as the 
supreme law of the land.
 A deeper understanding of the Constitution among young 
people will secure the country’s democracy.  

The Constitution was signed into law by former President 
Nelson Mandela in Sharpeville on 10 December 1996 and 
came into operation on 4 February 1997. The signing of the 
Constitution in Sharpville was a commemorative gesture 
in remembrance of the people who died during a peaceful 
demonstration against the vicious pass laws on 21 March 
1960. As President Mandela described it: “The signing of the 
Constitution in Sharpville marked the closure of a chapter of 
exclusion and a reaffirmation of our determination to build a 
society of which all of us can be proud.”



As part of enhancing the legal 
framework to strengthen the 
justice system and ensure 
better lives for all South 
Africans, several new pieces of 
legislation are being introduced 
by the Department of Justice 
and Constitutional Development 
(DOJ&CD). These are at varying 
stages of the law-making process. 
 
Some of the new areas on the 
legislative radar include the 
Prevention and Combating of Hate 
Crimes and Hate Speech Bill, the 
Criminal Matters Amendment Bill 
and the Protected Disclosures 
Amendment Bill.

Prevention and Combating of hate Crimes and hate 
Speech Bill
Hate crimes and hate speech have left tragic scars on 
individuals, and the nation as a whole. The Department is 
in the process of preparing the Prevention and Combating 
of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill. The Bill aims to make 
hate crimes and hate speech statutory offences. It also 
aims to put in place measures to prevent and combat these 
offences and assist victims of these offences.  
 Initially, the Bill aimed at dealing with hate crimes only, 
but the Department has been requested to look into the 
possibility of including hate speech as an offence as well.  
The Constitution, in Section 16, sets out boundaries relating 
to the freedom of expression and the proposed legislation 
will have to keep within these boundaries.
 According to Minister Michael Masutha, a Bill of this 
nature is necessary in order to address the increasing 
number of racist incidents, in the form of hate crimes and 
hate speech, that have occurred in the recent past and also 
to assist persons who are victims.

 The Department plans to table the Bill in Parliament by 
September 2016.

Courts of law Amendment Bill
The Courts of Law Amendment Bill, among other things, 
seeks to amend the Magistrates’ Courts Act (Act 32 of 1944) 
in order to address abuses in the emoluments attachment 
order (EAO) system.  
 Emoluments attachment orders are often referred to as 
“garnishee orders”. The amendments are intended to assist 
debtors who, as a result of these orders made against 
them, have little take home pay at the end of each week or 
month. The Bill tries to address the current abuses which 
give rise to this situation.  
 Delivering his Budget Vote speech earlier this year, 
Minister Masutha said the finalisation of this Bill would 
help government, in part, to address the problem of 
national household indebtedness which is reaching crisis 
proportion. 
 The Bill has already been approved by Cabinet and was 
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legiSlAtion WAtCh

Legislation  - the foundation 
for a better life

Kgomotso Makinta



introduced in Parliament on 13 May 2016. Public hearings 
on the Bill will be conducted by Parliament to solicit further 
inputs on the Bill.

Protected Disclosures Amendment Bill
To strengthen the fight against corruption, the Minister 
of Justice and Correctional Services is in the process of 
introducing the Protected Disclosures Amendment Bill. This 
Bill aims to provide greater protection to ‘whistle-blowers’ 
– those who come forward with information relating to 
irregularities in the workplace – but are fearful for their 
safety and exposure of their identity.
 The Bill aims to amend the Protected Disclosures Act 
(Act 26 of 2000). The current Act provides for the procedure 
that must be followed for disclosing unlawful behaviour in 
the workplace by private and public sector employees and 
sets out how such disclosure is to be protected.
 The Bill also grants a person who makes a protected 
disclosure immunity from criminal and civil liability, in 
certain circumstances.

 The Protected Disclosures Amendment Bill was 
introduced in Parliament at the end of the 2015. Public 
hearings on the Bill will be conducted by Parliament to 
solicit further inputs on the Bill.

Criminal Matters Amendment Act  
The main focus of the Criminal Matters Amendment Act 
(Act 18 of 2015) is to create a stricter legislative framework 
for dealing with essential infrastructure-related offences, 
such as cable theft. 
 The Act regulates the imposition of discretionary 
minimum sentences for infrastructure-related offences 
and creates a new offence relating to the destruction 
of essential infrastructure which may interfere with the 
provision of basic services to the public. 
 The Act took effect on 1 June 2016. 
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A Bill is introduced in the National Assembly (NA) or the National Council of Provinces (NCOP)

Referred to relevant committee and published in Government Gazette  
for public comment

Debated in the Committee and amended if necessary

Submitted to a sitting of the House for further 
debate before a vote is taken

Transmitted to the other House for 
concurrence

Goes to President for 
assent

Act

Concurrence is when the legislation is sent 
to the other House to agree or not.

Assent is when the President signs a Bill to make it 
an Act of Parliament - Law of the Land

the law making process
A Bill is a proposed law under consideration by a legislature and it does not become an Act of Parliament or a Provincial Act until it is 
passed by either Parliament or the relevant Provincial Legislature and is signed either by the President or the Premier of a province. 
Once a Bill is enacted into law, it is called an Act.
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Benefits of the Child 
Justice Act

What is a preliminary 
inquiry?

Age groups covered by 
the Act

The Child Justice Child Act -

 Allows for a justice system that heals children and those 
who were affected by a child’s criminal action, and it 
encourages forgiveness and rehabilitation.

 Ensures that the individual needs and circumstances of 
children in conflict with the law are assessed before a 
decision is made on how to deal with the child.

 Balances the rights and responsibilities of the child, the 
victim and the community. 

 Facilitates the healing and peace-making process and 
further expands and entrenches the notion of restorative 
justice by insisting that the damage caused to the victim 
by the offence committed by the child offender be 
considered, where applicable and appropriate. 

 Creates the possibility of diverting matters involving 
children who have committed offences away from the 
criminal justice system.

 Makes it easier to assist with the rehabilitation and the 
reintegration of the child in conflict with the law back 
into his/her family and society so that he/she can grow 
up to make a useful contribution to society. According to the Child Justice Act and the Constitution a child 

is someone who is under the age of 18. The Child Justice Act is 

specifically intended for children between the ages 10 and 17.

The Child Justice Act states that:

 A child under the age of 10 years cannot be arrested or 

prosecuted, this means that a child under 10 years does 

not have criminal capacity and cannot be charged or 

arrested for an offence. In such a case, the child will be 

referred to the probation officer to investigate the child’s 

individual circumstances and decide on the need for 

intervention.

 A child older than 10 years but below the age of 14 years 

is presumed to lack criminal capacity unless the state 

proves that he/she has criminal capacity. Such a child can 

be arrested.

 A child above 14, but under 18 years of age, is said to 

have criminal capacity and can be arrested.

In terms of the Child Justice Act an informal process called a 
preliminary inquiry will be held within 48 hours of the child’s 
arrest, before the first court appearance. The preliminary 
inquiry will be attended by different people, such as:

 A Magistrate,

 The child,

 His/her parents,

 A Prosecutor,

 A Probation Officer,

 The arresting police officer, and

 A Legal Aid Attorney.

The Child Justice Act, 2008 (Act No 75 of 2008)

These people will meet to talk to the child about his/her 
circumstances, his/her family environment and the factors  
that may have led the child to commit the crime. They will  
also consider diverting the matter away from the criminal  
justice system. 

ProTeCTiNg our ChildreN
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Diversion

Sentencing Options

The objectives of diversion are to:

 Deal with a child outside the formal criminal justice 
system in appropriate cases;

 Encourage the child to be accountable for the harm 
caused by him or her;

 Meet the particular needs of the individual child;

 Promote the reintegration of the child into his or her 
family and community;

 Provide an opportunity to those affected by the harm to 
express their views on its impact on them;

 Prevent stigmatising the child and prevent the adverse 
consequences flowing from being subject to the criminal 
justice system;

 Reduce the potential for re-offending;

 Prevent the child from having a criminal record; and

 Promote the dignity and well-being of the child, and the 
development of his or her sense of self-worth and ability 
to contribute to society.

Diversion may be considered during the trial in the child justice 
court until before closure of the state’s case.

The Child Justice Act provides for various diversion options 
including:

 an oral or written apology to a specified person or 
persons or institution;

 formal caution, with or without conditions;

 placement under a supervision and guidance order;

 placement under a reporting order;

 a compulsory school attendance order.

In the event where a child in conflict with the law is not 
diverted, his or her case may be referred to the Child Justice 
Court for trial and sentencing, if convicted. The Child Justice 
Act provides a wide range of appropriate sentencing options 
specifically suited to the needs of children such as:

 A fine or symbolic restitution: An offer to pay a fine or 
make another form of symbolic restitution, such as fixing 
a broken window from his or her own pocket money, is 
another way of making restitution. An obligation may rest 
on the child to provide some service or benefit, provided 
that the child is 15 years or older. This is another option 
that the court may consider.

 Child and Youth Care Centre: A child could be sentenced 
to stay in a child and youth care centre for a specified 
period of time.

The Child Justice Act, 2008 (Act 75 of 2008) establishes a criminal justice system for children 
in conflict with the law that expands and entrenches the principles of restorative justice, while 

ensuring their responsibility and accountability for crimes committed.

 Direct imprisonment: A child could be sentenced to 
be direct imprisonment in correctional facilities. A 
child under the age of 14 years may not be sentenced 
to imprisonment. Imprisonment should only be used 
as measure of last resort and only for the shortest 
appropriate period. 

Child Justice Courts 
Any court dealing with the bail application, plea, trial or 
sentencing of a child is regarded as a Child Justice Court.

Step-By-Step Summary Guide on the Child 
Justice Process
1. A child is suspected to have committed an offence will be 

apprehended by the police and depending on the seriousness 
of the alleged offence the child may be warned, summoned or 
arrested to appear at a preliminary inquiry.  

2. The child and his/her parents or care givers will be informed of 
the charges against the child, the child’s rights; the immediate 
procedures to be followed and the date, time, place where the 
child must appear in court. 

3. Every child who is alleged to have committed an offence must 
be assessed by a probation officer. 

4. The parent or care givers or police bring the child to court

5. A preliminary inquiry will be held to inquire into the matter and 
to decide on how the appropriate way to deal with the child. 

6. At the preliminary inquiry there are four possible steps that may 
be taken:

• If the child is in need of care or protection, the matter will be 
referred to the children’s court which will determine suitable 
interventions.

• If the child accepts responsibility, it may be recommended 
at the preliminary inquiry that the child be diverted. If the 
child does not complete or comply with the diversion, he/
she will be brought back to court.

• if no diversion order is made by the court or the child is not 
found to be a child in need of care and protection the case is 
referred to the Child Justice Court for trial.

• if the matter has been referred for trial in the Child Justice 
Court, the preliminary inquiry magistrate will decide on the 
detention or release of the child pending the finalisation of 
the criminal case.

7. At the end of the trial the child may be convicted and sentenced 
or acquitted.

ProTeCTiNg our ChildreN
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 A recent learner dialogue, aimed at heightening constitutional education, 

was held at Parliament, ahead of the Department’s Budget Vote. the learners 

talked about celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Constitution and 

highlighted issues that government should address in making Constitutional 

rights real for everyone in society. 

 Minister Masutha emphasised the importance of the Bill of Rights 

in the Constitution saying that it protects everyone against any form of 

discrimination and that everyone enjoys these rights equally. “You must never 

allow anyone to discriminate against you because of your race, gender and 

sexuality. It is wrong, we are all equal before the law and we are protected by 

the Constitution,” he said. 

 He added that government has established institutions such as the Public 

Protector, South African Human Rights Commission and Gender Commission 

to protect the rights of members of the public should they feel that their rights 

have been violated in any way.

More than 100 
enthusiastic learners 
from schools in and 
around the Western 
Cape recently got the 
opportunity to interact 
face-to-face with 
Minster of Justice and 
Correctional Services, 
Advocate Michael 
Masutha about the 
country’s Constitution.

ConStitUtionAl eDUCAtion

Learning about the Constitution 
Tshifiwa Matumba, Andile Tshona

Learners at Parliament showcase their very own copies of the slimline Constitution
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Crime doesn’t pay. You will 
carry what you have done 

for the rest of your life. Crime will 
mess up your life in future. Good 
behavior of a young person is a 

license to a better life.”

 Masutha identified teachers as key role players 
in ensuring constitutional awareness in schools to 
make learners aware of their rights. “It is important 
to teach children the rights and values contained 
in the Constitution,” he said. “Teachers also have a 
responsibility to teach learners from a young age the 
values of Constitution so that they grow up knowing 
they are worthy human beings and they are not 
inferior to anyone.”
 Minister Masutha cautioned learners to stay away 
from drugs and criminal activities. “Crime doesn’t 
pay. You will carry what you have done for the rest of 
your life. Crime will mess up your life in future. Good 
behavior of a young person is a license to a better 
life,” he said. 
 Siphosethu Mkhize from ID Mkhize High School 
in Gugulethu appreciated the opportunity to interact 
with Minister Masutha and said it was a worthy and 
fruitful exercise for the learners.

 “When I came here I did not know much about the 
Constitution and our rights, but Minister made it easy 
for us. He got in to detail and made us aware of the 
importance of knowing our rights and using them to 
our advantage,” he said.
 Meanwhile, Zoe Hanslo from Settlers High School 
said the dialogue was informative and showed that 
government is willing to listen to young people. 
“I learnt a lot today about how the laws are being 
developed as well as my rights as a young person 
which were designed to make me equal to others. 
Minister was patient with us and he answered all our 
questions,” she said.
 Grade 10 learner, Beatrice Mwamba also from 
Settlers High School says she has dedicated 
her school project to the various Constitutional 
amendments, and was excited to learn from the 
Minister about the amendments that have been 
made to date. 
The dialogue formed part of the Department’s 
activities to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Constitution. 

Nana  Mzila

gauteng learners excited about their 
Constitutional rights

in an effort to rally young people to fight racism and 

promote constitutional rights, the Department of Justice 

and Constitution (DoJ&CD) organised a learner dialogue 

at the Apartheid Museum, Johannesburg. Addressing 

learners on the day, emily Dhlamini, gauteng regional 

head, urged learners to read the Draft national 

Action Plan to combat racism, racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and related intolerance and to contribute 

constructively towards shaping the final plan.

 Sean Moodley from the Ahmed Kathrada Foundation 

explained that racism affects people’s lives on a daily 

basis. “Racism is alive because it is allowed through lack 

of action against it. In fighting racism, we must teach 

ourselves to not see people the way we are but to see 

them the way they are,” he said.

 Nomntu Peter, a teacher from Phafogang High School 

was grateful that the Department organised the sessions 

and said that the dialogue was very informative. Peter 

admitted that it was her first visit to the Apartheid Museum 

and that she was reminded of the country’s history.

 Willowmoore High School learner, Zoe Padachie said 

the day was very inspiring and that she learnt a great 

deal. “After today, I will never take the freedom we have 

for granted as many people sacrificed their lives and died 

for it,” she said. 

ConStitUtionAl eDUCAtion

Learning about the Constitution 

Gauteng learners pledged their support at the Apartheid Museum 
recently, to work together to fight racism



Departmental spokesperson Mthunzi Mhaga, Deputy Minister John Jeffery, Minister Michael Masutha, former Director-
General Nonkululeko Sindane and DDG for Court Services Adv. Jacob Skosana at the budget vote media briefing.
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Justice and Correctional 
Services Minister, Michael 
Masutha delivered the 
Justice Budget Vote Speech 
at the National Assembly 
in Parliament recently. The 
aim of the Budget Vote 
speech is to highlight the 
key budget focus areas for 
the financial year and to 
highlight progress made in 
the previous financial year.

here is a breakdown of the 
Department’s budget and key 
plans for 2016/17:

A totAl of r18 Billion hAS 
Been AlloCAteD to the 
DePArtMent of JUStiCe AnD 
ConStitUtionAl DeVeloPMent 
for 2016/17

This includes:

 R1.5 billion to Legal Aid  
South Africa

 R262.8 million to The Public 
Protector South Africa

 R153.4 million to the South African 
Human Rights Commission. 

BUDget Vote highlightS

Celebrating 20 
years of the trC
This year Government 

celebrates the twentieth 
anniversary of the Truth 

and Reconciliation 
Commission. The 
commission was 

established to rebuild and 
reconcile the nation, to 

help deal with the conflict, 
violence and human rights 

abuses that occurred 
under apartheid.

CeleBrAting the 20th AnniVerSAry 
of the ConStitUtion

2016 celebrates 20 years since the signing 
into law of our Constitution. The Constitution 

continues to guide the department in our quest 
to bring access to justice closer to the people.

 
Combating intoleranCe: the 

national aCtion Plan 
To tackle all forms of intolerance, the 

Department has released, with Cabinet’s 
approval, the draft National Action Plan to 
Combat Racism, Xenophobia and Related 

Intolerances for public comments.  
The closing date for inputs is 30 June 2016.

truth & 
reconciliation

the constitution

intolerance

Budget Vote 2016
Justice takes aim  
for a year of deliVery

Samona Naidu
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BUDget Vote highlightS

 
Promoting free legal 

assistance
More people are now 
receiving free legal 

assistance and advice 
through the Legal Aid South 

Africa. In the first three 
quarters of 2015/16 Legal 

Aid South Africa took on 315 
138 new criminal matters, 
228 905 new civil matters 

and assisted 11 781 children 
via its Justice Centres and 

64 satellite offices. 

 
ProteCting the rightS  

of ChilDren
In 2015, the Maintenance Amendment 
Act was enacted to ensure that every 

child receives the appropriate parental 
care, basic nutrition, shelter, basic 

health care services, education, and 
other related support. Through this 

amendment perpetual defaulters will 
be blacklisted. The legislation also 
introduces interim relief whereby 

children will be able to receive 
maintenance whilst an application is 

under consideration. 

 
MASterS offiCe goeS PAPerleSS

To ensure proper monitoring of all 
matters we have rolled out the Paperless 

Estates Administration System (PEAS) 
to all 15 Masters’ Offices as well as 

approximately 96 service points. 

 
LegisLation on 

racism and hate 
speech

To further strengthen 
democracy, the DoJ&CD 

will soon introduce 
legislation into Parliament 

to combat hate speech, 
racism and assist persons 

who are victims thereof.

 
ConviCtion rates 

The National Prosecuting Authority 
recorded a 14.1% overall increase in 
convictions. During 2015/16, the NPA 

achieved an 82% conviction rate in trio 
crimes, 88 in organised crime and 94 in 

complex commercial crimes. 

T H E  B u D G E T  E N A B L E S  T H E  D O J & C D  T O  M A K E  A  R E A L  D I F F E R E N C E  I N  O u R  E N D E A V O u R  T O  E N S u R E  T H A T  E V E R Y  P E R S O N  I N  S O u T H  A F R I C A  I S  A N D  F E E L S  S A F E .
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BroADening ACCeSS to 

JUStiCe
The Department continues 

to broaden access to 
justice through its court 

infrastructure programme. 
R1, 1 billion was allocated 
to building the first High 
Court in Limpopo which 

commenced operation on  
25 January 2016. 

The Mpumalanga High Court 
and 3 Magistrates Courts 

in Dimbaza, Mamelodi and 
Port Shepstone will also be 

completed in the current 
financial year. 

Promoting 
official 

languages 
The Department will 

continue to promote the 
use of official languages 

in court proceedings 
as part of enhancing 
access to justice and 
improve the quality 
of interpreters for 

both foreign and local 
languages.

 
eXPAnDing the roll-oUt 

of SMAll ClAiMS CoUrtS in 
SoUth AfriCA

The department has set a target 
of establishing 403 Small Claims 

Courts across the country, of 
this 371 Small Claims Courts 

have been established to date. 
The remaining 32 courts will 
be established in the current 

financial year. The Small Claims 
Court allows you to institute 

minor civil claims, up to  
R15 000 in a speedy, affordable 

and simple manner without using 
an attorney. 
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R1, 1 billion was 
allocated to building 
the fiRst high couRt in 

limpopo

children’s 
rights

rAtionAliSAtion of  
MAgiSteriAl DiStriCtS

The department has aligned the jurisdiction of 
magisterial districts with municipal boundaries in 
Gauteng, North West, Limpopo and Mpumalanga 

provinces. The rollout to the five outstanding 
provinces will take place in the current MTEF cycle. 

Through this project, the department is ensuring 
that people access justice services in the areas 

where they live and work.
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BUDget Vote highlightS

 
EmpowEring youth 

The Department has appointed 800 interns 
in the 2015/2016 financial year, through our 
partnership with Safety and Security, Sector 
Education and Training Authority (SASSETA). 

The NPA has recruited 814 Aspirant 
Prosecutors between February 2010 and 

February 2015. 

 
TransformaTion of sTaTe legal services

The Department has taken bold steps to increase the allocation 
of briefs to previously disadvantaged individuals. In the first three 

quarters of the 2015/16, a total of 3335 briefs were allocated by the 
department, to the value of R524,6 million. Of these briefs, African 
advocates received 1965 briefs to the value of R301,5 million, of 

which African female advocates received 690 briefs to the value of 
R56,8 million.

During the 2015/16 financial years, the department initiated the 
development of policies aimed at transforming the delivery of state 
legal services broadly. The focus on the reengineering of the State 
Legal Services requires an investment of an additional R36 million 

for 2016/17. A total of R113.6 million is allocated to this goal over the 
MTEF period.

 
 

TransformaTion of The legal profession
In 2014, the President signed into law the Legal Practice Act (Act 

28 of 2014), aimed at rationalising various pre-1994 statutes which 
regulated the legal profession in different parts of the country. The 

Act enhances access to the legal profession for aspirant lawyers and 
access to legal services.

 In 2015, the Department established a National 
Legal Forum to forge ahead with initiatives to transform the legal 
profession through the National Legal Forum. Negotiations with 

existing governing bodies are currently underway, and it is expected 
that this process will lead to the formation of the Legal Practice 

Council within the MTSF period. 
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fighting the SCoUrge  
of SeXUAl offenCeS 

A 70% conviction rate was achieved by the 
National Prosecuting Authority for sexual 

offences crimes, an increase of 6% from the 
64% obtained in the previous financial year. To 
date the department has upgraded 46 regional 

courts into sexual offences courtrooms.
The new model of sexual offences courts offer 
court preparation services, pre and post trial 
trauma and debriefing services, intermediary 

services, private testing and closed court 
services, witness fee services and private 
waiting rooms for adult and child victims. 

 
MeDiAtion 

In 2015/16, a total 
of 152 743 cases 

were finalised which 
swiftly settles disputes 
through arbitration and 
mediation, exceeding 
the set target by 9%.

 
Tackling 

corrupTion
In 2015/16, 163 

government 
officials were 
convicted of 
corruption-

related offences. 

Taking The profiT 
ouT of crime

483 forfeiture orders to 

the value of R372 million 

where obtained by the 

Asset Forfeiture Unit (AFU) 

in 2015/16.
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trAnSforMAtion of the SheriffS’ 
ProfeSSion 

In January this year 30 Sheriffs were 
appointed of whom 43% are women 

 and 57% African. 

w o m e n
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the 43-year old mother says she can now officially 
start planning for her daughter’s future education 
after the court granted her the outstanding 
maintenance. Palmer received more than  
r 1 million as part of the Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development’s (DoJ&CD) Operation Isondlo 
campaign. Operation Isondlo was established to improve 
the administration and enforcement of court orders 
related to child support. 
 The payout has been regarded as the highest amount of 
maintenance money to ever have been paid to a beneficiary 
in the country to date. 
For the past four years, Palmer relied on her salary and 
that of her partner to provide for her daughter. 
 “After my divorce, my ex-husband stopped paying 
maintenance for our daughter without any explanation,” 
she said. In August last year Palmer turned to the Wynberg 
Magistrate’s Court for help. The court recently granted an 
order for arrear maintenance to the amount of R 281 680 

and future maintenance in the amount of R 955 088. The 

future maintenance will be paid over to the Guardian’s 

Fund of the Department and will be administered monthly 

to Palmer. “My child is currently in Grade 1 and this 

maintenance money will surely assist me to properly plan 

for her education,” she said excitedly. 

 Despite not receiving any maintenance from her ex-

husband she highlighted that it was still very important 

for her daughter to still see her father. “I understand how 

important it is for my daughter to spend time and have a 

relationship with her father and they see each other very 

often which is good for both of them,” said Palmer. 

 The Western Cape regional office, headed by Advocate 

Hishaam Mohamed, continues to work earnestly to ensure 

that many untraced maintenance beneficiaries are found 

and paid the maintenance money due to them, through the 

Operation Isondlo campaign. 

MAintenAnCe

A Grade 1 learner’s future is 
now secure, after her mother, 

Belinda Palmer, a single parent 
in the Western Cape, received the 
highest maintenance pay-out ever 

recorded, more than  
R1 million in outstanding and 

future maintenance.

Mother receives record breaking 
R1million maintenance pay-out

Sinenhlanhla Mkhwanazi

Western Cape Regional Head, Advocate Hishaam Mohamed congratulates Belinda Palmer on her payout
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WHAT DO yOu NeeD  TO  LODGe  A 
MAiNTeNANCe  CLAiM?

you will be required to submit the following documents/
information with an application for maintenance: 

 An identity document

 Birth certificate/s of the child/children

 Bank statements of parent/s

 A list of the expenses of the child/children

 A list of expenses of both the parents

 Proof of your income and expenditure

 Name and surname of parent/person responsible

 for the payment of maintenance money

 Physical/work address of the parent/person
 responsible for the payment of maintenance
 money if available.

DiD yOu kNOW?
As part of further improving the maintenance system 
in the country, President Jacob Zuma has signed 
the Maintenance Amendment Act (Act 9 of 2015) 
into law. The Act clearly states that if a person has 
defaulted on paying maintenance, their personal 
details will be submitted to all credit bureaus. This 
will prevent maintenance defaulters from continuing 
to receive credit while owing maintenance.

The DoJ&CD, as the administrator of maintenance 
remains committed to ensure that children are 
not deprived of basic needs as child maintenance 
continues to be a priority. you can lodge an 
application for maintenance at any local magistrate 
court where you or your child resides. 

For more information on Maintenance contact the National Complaints Commission Advocate Mulalo Netshisaulu on  
012 315 1512 or email MNetshisaulu@justice.gov.za.

MAintenAnCe



Justice Today  |  June 2016  17

SerViCe in JUStiCe

in a bid to create happier, healthier families across 
South Africa, Chief family Advocate Petunia 
Seabi-Mathope calls on all mothers and fathers 
to work together and co-parent their children.  

Our main role is to protect 
and promote the best 
interests of children in 

South Africa,” says Seabi-
Mathope who leads the Office of 
the Family Advocate (OFA).”

 The OFA resides within the Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development and serves as an unbiased 
family law specialist and advisor to the court in legal 
disputes over custody and parental rights.  
 “It is extremely important for both mothers and fathers 
to play an equal role in parenting their children. Parents who 
are separated, should put aside their personal differences 
for the wellbeing of their children,” she highlights. 

equal parenting is important for children 
because: 

 They maintain regular contact with both their 
mother and father, they have access to both mom 
and dad.

 They get a clear message that both parents love 
them and both parents love and want them.

 They feel important to their family.

 It is important for the development of the child. 

 When parents refuse to put their differences aside 
for the benefit of the children, it causes harm to 
children.

 It sets a good example for children and helps 
them to recover from trauma. 

 
 When parents are unable to co-parent, they begin 
parallel parenting. This is when each parent makes 
decisions about the child/children with little or no 
discussion with the other parent. This results in children 
often being put in the centre of their parents’ conflict.
 The Office of the Family Advocate urges parents to put 
aside their differences and to focus on their children’s 
needs. 
 If you would like advice on how to co-parent or you 
need assistance drawing up parenting responsibilities, you 
can visit your nearest OFA office. 

To find your nearest OFA office visit www.justice.gov.za 

A call for equal parenting 
Samona Naidu

Advocate Petunia Seabi-Mathope leads the Office of the Family Advocate



Drug abuse remains a growing problem 
in South Africa. The use of drugs by young 
people is a major concern for the future of 
our nation, as it destroys families and leads 
to increased crime.
To curb the growing abuse of drugs, the 
Department of Justice and Constitutional 
Development (DOJ&CD) effected 
amendments to Schedules 1 and 2 of 
the Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act, 1992. 
These amendments make the use and 
possession of drugs such as nyaope a 
criminal offence.

WHAT IS NYAOPE OR WHOONGA?
Nyaope is a drug which is a combination 
of many substances. It contains a mixture 
of either heroin or dagga to which 
other substances have been added. The 
combination of substances making up 
Nyaope is very addictive and can lead to 
death. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO A PERSON FOUND 
IN POSSESSION OF NYAOPE?
The use or possession of undesirable 
dependence-producing drugs is strictly 
prohibited and punishable in South Africa. 
If convicted, a fine and or imprisonment 
period of up to 15 years can be imposed. The 
selling or dealing of Nyaope is punishable 
with a fine and/or imprisonment for a 
period of up to 25 years.

C o n ta c t  d e ta i l s :
South African Police Service  10111
SANCA 24 Hour Helpline  0861472622
Department of Social Development (012) 312 7500
Department of Health  (012) 395 8000

THe DePArTmeNT of JuSTiCe AND CoNSTiTuTioNAl 
DeveloPmeNT CAllS uPoN SouTH AfriCANS To 
rePorT iNDiviDuAlS SuSPeCTeD of uSiNg or 
DeAliNg wiTH THeSe HArmful illegAl SubSTANCeS. 

Nyaope is illegal.
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yoUth AWAreneSS

Mokgethwa Ngoepe

Children urged to be aware of 
cyber bulling and sexting
technological innovation is often intended to develop and grow our world. 
Communication has been greatly enhanced by the growing access to mobile 
phones, as they link us with people and institutions in different places. 
however, the downside to these technological advances is that they can also 
expose everyone, especially young people and children, to criminal activities. 
 Recently, 500 learners from umlazi township, KwaZulu-Natal, took part in 
a day-long session, as part of Child Protection Week, aimed at making them 
aware of the risk of cyberbullying and sexting that can take place when using 
technology such as cellphones and computers, particularly on social media 
networks. 
 Senior Legal Administrative Officer responsible for Child Justice, Children’s 
Courts and the Departmental Drug Master Plan, Pritima Osman, advised 
children about cyber bulling and sexting, saying: “If somebody is threatening or 
giving out your personal information and making you feel unsafe, contact the 
police or an adult as soon as you can.” 
 Osman explained that the new technologies and the applications that 
they are capable of creating access to, creates a ‘virtual’ world in which most 
children spend most of their time without parental supervision. This ‘virtual 
world’, said Ms Osman, has little or no personal contact with others which 
makes it possible for sexting and cyber bullying to flourish. 
She encouraged children to report bullying to their teachers: “If you experience 
cyber bullying from your schoolmates, report immediately to your teachers,” 
she advised.
 Senior Public Prosecutor from the Durban Magistrate’s Court, Advocate 
Roshiela Benimadhoo, emphasised that incidents of cyber bullying can be very 
devastating and even lead young children to take their lives because they feel 
exposed and humiliated. 
 Another area that was focused on during the session included the 
exchange of nude or semi-nude pictures. Murendeni Muridili from the Film and 
Publications Board, reiterated to the learners that this is an illegal act that can 
lead to a sentence. 

WhAt iS CyBer BUllying?
Cyber bullying is harassment that takes 
place through the use of electronic devices 
such as mobile phones, computers or 
tablets on social media sites, via text or 
instant messaging and chat. It occurs in 
the form of mean or hurtful messages, 
embarrassing or explicit photographs, 
videos or emails which are shared on 
these platforms and cause harm to 
others.

WhAt iS SeXting?
Sexting is when nude or semi-nude 
photos or videos and sexually suggestive 
messages are sent via mobile phone 
through texting or chat. These types 
of messages may be classified as 
child pornography, where children are 
involved.

PlAy yoUr PArt to StoP CyBer 
BUllying AnD SeXting

 Parents are urged to play a role and 
be aware of the type of technologies 
and social media platforms that are 
used by children and monitor the 
type of content is shared on these 
platforms.

 report anyone who is suspected 
perpetrators of cyber bullying and 
sexting.

 Call Childline on 0800 55555 for help.
 Report cases at your nearest police 

station or call 10111.
Giving guidance: Ms Pritima Osman, warning children about the dangers of cyber bullying and sexting. 
Next to her is Warrant Officer, Balan Reddy of Umlazi Police Station.
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With a name like Andani, which means “more to come” 

in tshivenda, there is certainly more we can expect 

from Andani nefolovhodwe, who is the youngest public 

prosecutor at the national Prosecuting Authority (nPA). 

 Nefolovhodwe (27) who hails from the village of 

Tshikudini, just outside Thohoyandou in Limpopo has 

already made a name for herself as a prosecutor at the 

Mankweng Magistrate Court, prosecuting accused persons 

on behalf of the State. Her line of work sees her leading 

evidence and cross examining State witnesses, studying 

case dockets, applying law in court and conducting 

criminal proceedings. 

 She describes being a prosecutor as not only enjoyable 

but also challenging. “I enjoy arguing in court especially 

when I know I have good legal points to put forward. That 

really pushes me to work hard to ensure that I am always 

ready for every case and the person I represent,” she says. 

 After graduating with a Bachelor of Laws degree from 

the university of Limpopo in 2011, Nefolovhodwe joined the 

NPA in 2012 as an aspirant prosecutor. A year later she 

successfully completed her training and was appointed as 

a district public prosecutor. 

 Despite her success, she admits that her position 

does come with its fair share of challenges. She says 

that sometimes there are many cases to prepare for and 

the workload increases rapidly, yet she develops new 

ways to be productive while working under pressure. 

Nefolovhodwe explains that the nature of her job also 

requires her to work with partner authorities, such as the 

South African Police Service (SAPS). “Justice requires our 

sectors to work together, so we must each play our role to 

the best of our ability,” explains Nefolovhodwe. 

 Nefolovhodwe urges young people who want to pursue 

a career in law, to challenge themselves and to work hard, 

as South Africa needs many more legal great minds. 

“Greater things are only achieved through hard work, stay 

focused and pursuing your passion. Your hard work will 

eventually pay off, she says. 

CAreerS in JUStiCe

As part of youth Month, we profile 
two young and dynamic legal eagles 
in the justice sector. Be inspired!

Young, vibrant legal trailblazers
Solomon Mahlangu
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Growing up in the Cape Flats in the 
Western Cape and hailing from a 
modest home with humble parents, 
State Attorney Shakirah Chothia 
learnt the value of hard work and 
commitment at an early age. 

the married mother of three began her journey in the 

legal profession in 2004 after graduating with an llB 

Degree from the University of the Western Cape. She 

then completed a course at the School for legal Practice 

at the University of Cape town, and says she owes her 

success to her parents. 

 “My father is a carpenter by trade and my mother is 

a dressmaker. They worked very hard to provide for their 

children and to put me through university,” she says. Driven 

by her parents’ commitment to their children, Chothia says 

she was motivated to achieve her legal qualification and to 

make her mark in the legal field. 

 In September 2004, she began working as a 

candidate attorney at the Office of the State Attorney 

in Cape Town. She was admitted as an attorney in 

2005 before being permanently employed as an 

Assistant State Attorney in 2006. In 2014, at the age 

of 33, she became a Senior Assistant State Attorney 

based at the Office of the State Attorney in Cape 

Town, with a right of appearance in the High Court. 

 A standard day at the office for Chothia involves 

attending to her huge case load, which consists 

of litigation matters on behalf of all national and 

provincial government departments, including the 

South African Revenue of Services (SARS).

 “I am a general litigation attorney and have 

recently started specialising in Tax Law. I have 

had matters in the Supreme Court of Appeal in 

Bloemfontein and more recently, in the Constitutional 

Court. I also consult with client departments on a 

regular basis and together with our clients, I attend 

to consulting with the Advocates of the Bar,” she 

highlights. 

 Also wanting to develop young talent, Chothia 

is instrumental in training new attorneys and 

candidate attorneys. Her strong sense of accountability 

and commitment to public service enables her to maintain 

a professional work ethic, as a lawyer, with exceptional 

standards of service. “As a female practitioner in a 

historically male dominant profession, my goaI is to improve 

the impression that people have of female attorneys, 

especially in the public sector,” she points out.

 Despite being passionate about her work, Chothia does 

point out that being an attorney is demanding and requires 

commitment. With short turnaround times for court 

appearances, preparation is key. “I always need to be on 

top of my game as the law evolves at a rapid pace. I read 

up on cases to stay up to date and make sure I manage 

time to balance my work and family life,” she says.

 “Working in an unpredictable environment with urgent 

and interesting applications coming through each and 

every day, the thrill of going to court and obtaining a 

judgment in favour of a client is the best feeling ever. This 

is why I love what I do. I am where I have always wanted to 

be,” Chothia says. 

CAreerS in JUStiCe

Mosima Mashao
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If you are thInkIng of pursuIng studIes In law, your 
qualIfIcatIon may expose you to many career optIons 
wIthIn the legal fIeld. these Include: 

Office of the Chief State Law Advisor
The Office of the Chief State Law Adviser provides legal 
advice, representation and legislative drafting services in a 
cost effective and efficient manner to the Executive, all State 
departments and independent bodies such as the Auditor-
General, IEC and SITA, and so on. . 

Minimum requirement: An llB degree plus admission as an 
advocate of the high Court or admission as an attorney with 
appearance in the high Court.

State Attorneys
These are attorneys in the service of the State who represent 
the State in all lawsuits and transactions and work in the 
same way as ordinary attorneys. A candidate may enter an 
agreement of candidacy with the state attorney and may write 
the attorney’s admission examination after completion of 
articles. 

Minimum requirement: An llB degree.

Legal Administrative Officers
Legal administration officers deal with legal administrative 
issues relating to the administration of justice. 

Minimum requirement: An llB degree.

Master of the High Court
A Master of the High Court is appointed for every provincial 
division of the High Court of South Africa. All magistrates’ 
offices are service points of the Master and carry out the 
administration of estates, supervision of trusts, protection of 
minors and legally incapacitated persons and the processing 
of enquiries by executors, attorneys and beneficiaries. 

Minimum requirements:  An appropriate three-year legal 
qualification, such as an llB degree. one should also have 
experience as an estate Controller, Assistant Master or 
Deputy Master. 

Office of the Family Advocate
The Family Advocate assists both the High Court and the lower 
courts in civil matters regarding the best interests of children. 
A Family Advocate is involved in cases where applications are 
made for the amendment of existing court orders regarding 
custody, access and guardianship of children, and international 
child abduction cases under civil law. 

Minimum requirements:  A family Advocate must have an llB 
degree and must be admitted as an advocate of the high Court.
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National Prosecuting Authority

Public Prosecutors
A public prosecutor is a person who prosecutes accused 
persons in the magistrates’ courts on behalf of the State. They 
lead evidence by State witnesses and cross examine witnesses 
of the accused. Approximately 90% of a public prosecutor’s 
work takes place in court.

Minimum requirement:  An llB degree. 

State Advocates
A State advocate is someone who has been admitted as an 
advocate of a High Court. They act as a public prosecutor in a 
High Court, with work done in court and in preparation of cases. 
State advocates are appointed by the National Prosecuting 
Authority and are attached to the Office of the National Director 
of Public Prosecutions.

Minimum requirement:  An llB degree. 

Judiciary

Magistrates
A magistrate adjudicates criminal and civil cases in court. 
They have power to acquit, convict and sentences the accused 
person if found guilty of committing an offence or pass 
judgments in civil matters. Magistrates are appointed by the 
Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development on the 
recommendations of the Magistrates’ Commission.

Minimum requirement:  An llB degree. 

Judges
Judges preside over criminal, civil and Constitutional matters 
in the high courts and are appointed by the President on the 
advice of the Judicial Service Commission. 

Minimum requirements: Appropriately qualified legal 
persons who are deemed fit and proper may be appointed as 
judicial officers. 

Court Administration

Court Managers
A court manager is responsible for the overall management 
of courts and acts as a support to both the judiciary and 
prosecution. 

Minimum requirements: A post-matric qualification in 
administration and three years’ managerial or supervisory 
experience. 

Clerk of the Court
The primary role of a clerk of court is to render administrative 
support to the judiciary, prosecution, attorneys and advocates, 
and to the general public. The clerk of court is responsible for 
the safe custody and disposal of court records which include 
case files. 

Minimum requirement: A grade 12 certificate. 

Registrars
A registrar is responsible for all administrative tasks relating 
to a trial in the high court, these include issue of subpoenas, 
filing of court documents and administration.

Minimum requirement: An llB degree.

Maintenance Officer
A Maintenance Officer oversees cases involving mothers 
or fathers who do not get support for their children from the 
other parent. The officer assists in the administration and filing 
of maintenance forms, as well as providing details of court 
appearances.

Minimum requirement: An appropriate three year legal 
qualification, such as an llB degree.

Maintenance Investigator 
A Maintenance Investigator conducts research and investigates 
pending maintenance claims in a maintenance court, in cases 
involving mothers or fathers who do not get support for their 
children from the other parent.

Minimum requirement: An appropriate three year legal 
qualification, such as an llB degree.

Court Interpreters
The duties of court interpreters mainly relates to rendering 
interpreting services in the various courts, at quasi-judicial 
proceedings and during consultations. They also translate 
legal documents and provide administrative support such as 
recording cases in the criminal record book and drawing of 
case records. 

Minimum requirements: A grade 12 certificate and a State 
language proficiency test.

Stenographer
A stenographer is someone who types what is said within 
a courtroom capturing the judge, lawyers, and witnesses’ 
commentary. 

Minimum requirements: A grade 12 certificate and a court 
reporting qualification.
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THE DEPARTmENT OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEvELOPmENT 
 IS bRINGING JUSTICE TO YOU! 

Commencing on 9 June 2016, we bring you the 
Let’s Talk Justice: Live Your Rights radio programme. 

 
It’s your chance to call in, talk to us and learn more about Maintenance, Careers in Justice, 

Ukuthwala, Domestic Violence, Child Justice and loads more. Each week we tackle a new topic, 
so stay tuned and learn with us.  

Remember, you can call in or send your comment/question via Facebook or Twitter live during the show.

  DoJCD_ZA        DOJCD        DOJCD 

  
justice
Let’s talk

Live your Rights
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ACCeSS to JUStiCe

THE DEPARTmENT OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEvELOPmENT 
 IS bRINGING JUSTICE TO YOU! 

Remember, you can call in or send your comment/question via Facebook or Twitter live during the show.

  DoJCD_ZA        DOJCD        DOJCD 

Let’s Talk Justice on your local radio
Kgomotso Makinta, Sinenhlanhla Mkhwanazi

last year, the Department of Justice and Constitutional 

Development (DoJ&CD) initiated a radio programme called 

Let’s Talk Justice: Live Your Rights to raise awareness of 

justice services and constitutional rights. the programme 

broadcasted live on 65 community radio stations across the 

country every thursday between 18h05 and 19h05 between 

July 2015 and february 2016. the show will commence again 

on 9 June 2016 with another 26 episodes of discussion and 

interaction on various topics in the justice sector that affect 

communities everyday. 

 The programme serves as a platform through which 

listeners can interact with departmental experts on various 

justice related services and institutions. The department was 

able to reach well over 1, 4 million listeners countrywide last 

year and allowed ordinary South Africans to call in and raise 

their queries, get advice or simply make a comment. 

 The community radio programme is one of the departmental 

initiatives that are aimed at broadening access to justice in the 

country. It was initiated to promote a free flow of information, 

open dialogue, transparency, and accountability all of which are 

fundamental tenets of a thriving democracy. In the first season 

last year, the Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional 

Development, John Jeffery reiterated that “the Department’s 

mandate is to ensure that justice is accessible to all”. 

 Listen out for more informative and educational episodes of 

the Let’s Talk Justice community radio show this year – ranging 

from justice related programmes and service such as child 

maintenance, drug abuse, bail process and domestic violence to 

issues such as human rights and anti-racism. Most importantly, 

ordinary members from communities across South Africa can 

call in and get heard. 

WESTERN CAPE EASTERN CAPE
Helderberg radio Atlantis inkojane mdantsane

gamkaland eden Nkquebla forte

westcoast Zibonele Kouga vukani

overberg bush radio Khanya Takalani

Alfred Nzo

NORTHERN CAPE FREE STATE

riverside Naledi

Nfm motheo

Kurara Koepel

mosupatsela radio

KWAZULU-NATAL mPUmALANGA

good News Siyathuthuka radio Alpha emalahleni

maputaland ugu mash barbeton

Newcastle Nqubeko Kanyamazane bushbuckridge

Khwezi inanda moutse laeveld

LImPOPO GAUTENG
mokopane botlokwa eldos fm Soshanguve

Phalaborwa energy impact westside

radio Turf lephalale rainbow Jozi fm

mohodi univen ekasie TuT fm

moletsi

NORTH WEST

Aganang fm lethlabile

life Star fm

North west university modiri

moretele mmabatho

You can catch the Let’s Talk Justice: 
Live Your Rights show on the following 

stations, every Thursday from  
9 June to 8 December 2016:
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SA united AgAinSt RAciSm 

Rallying against racism 
as part of commemorating 
anti-racism week during 
human rights month, the 
department of Justice and 
constitutional development 
(doJ&cd) led an array of 
marches and community 
gatherings aimed at 
combatting racism  
across the country.  

celebrated under the theme SA United Against Racism, non-
governmental organisations, civil society organisations and over  
5 000 south africans, joined hands with government in the campaign 
to unite against racism. 
 the department mobilised communities to take a stand against 
racism, and highlighted legal recourses and services available to 
help victims of racial crimes.   
 various marches took place from alroe Park in nelspruit 
mpumalanga, to walmer in the eastern cape, Kimberley and 
Pretoria. 

The Department has launched a draft National Action Plan to combat Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related intolerance (2016-2021). The plan is currently 

out for public consultation. We urge you South Africa to share your comments and 
feedback with us. Send in your submissions to  

nap@justice.gov.za by June 30th, 2016. 

#SAUnitedAgainstRacismSouth Africans joined in the march against racism 

Mokgethwa Ngoepe
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WHAT IS THE DRAFT NATIONAL ACTION PLAN (NAP)?
The Department of Justice and Constitutional Development (DoJ&CD) 
has spearheaded the development of a draft National Action Plan (NAP) 
to Combat Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance, in collaboration with various other role-players which 
include civil society. The draft will inform a plan which provides the 
basis for the development of a comprehensive public policy against 
racialdiscrimination, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance. It brings stakeholders together to discuss the challenge of 
combating all forms of intolerances.

WHERE DOES THE DRAFT NAP ORIGINATE FROM?
The process relating to the development of a NAP for South Africa 
emanated from the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action 
(DDPA) adopted at the 3rd World Conference against Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (WCAR) which 
was hosted by South Africa in Durban, in 2001.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF NAP?
The overall purpose of the NAP is to build a non-racial, nonsexist society 
based on the values of human dignity, equality and the advancement 
of human rights and freedom. It intends to combat racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, through among 
others:

•	 promoting human dignity through the promotion and 
protection of human rights;

•	 raising awareness of anti-racism, equality and 
antidiscrimination	issues	among	public	officials,	civil	society	
and the general public, mobilising support from a wide range 
of people;

•	 encouraging the collection of data regarding racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and allow 
for a more comprehensive assessment of the needs of victims

 to effectively combat it;
•	 ensuring that the concerns of individuals and groups 

encountering racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance are more effectively addressed;

•	 increasing	the	effectiveness and coherence of measures 
against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance	including	fi	nancial	and	human	resources;

•	 deepening commitment to eliminate racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance through 
appropriate programmes aimed at reaching achievable 
targets;

•	 strengthening programmes for individuals and groups 
encountering racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 
and related intolerance in education, health, employment, 
housing, food security, social services and access to justice 
including where necessary through appropriate remedies;

•	 facilitating the amendment and or adoption of legislation 
with a view to improving the protection of victims;

•	 generating a more equal society and strengthening the rule 
of law and democracy. 

YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION ONLINE AT 
WWW.jUSTICE.GOv.zA 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR COMMENTS/SUbMISSIONS IS  
30 jUNE 2016.

HOW CAN YOU MAkE INPUTS TOWARDS THE DRAFT 
NAP?
The draft NAP is available at all Thusong Service Centres and Regional 
Offices	of	the	Department	of	Justice	and	Constitutional	Development.
Add your voice to the draft plan. You can send your inputs to:  
nap@justice.gov.za

Enquiries can be directed to: Ms Danaline Franzman, Chief Director: 
Social Justice and Participatory Democracy, Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development, Tel: +27 (0) 12 315 1500/1487 

NatioNal actioN PlaN to combat Racism, Racial DiscRimiNatioN, XeNoPhobia aND 
RelateD iNtoleRaNce (2016 – 2021) - DRaft foR Public coNsultatioN

#SAUnitedAgainstRacism
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The Minister of Justice  
and Correctional Services
Michael Masutha (Adv), Mp

PRETORIA

Private Bag x276, Pretoria, 0001
salu Building, 28th floor, 
316 thabo sehume street, Pretoria 
(c/o thabo sehume and francis Baard 
streets)

*andries street was renamed thabo 
sehume street and schoeman street 
was renamed francis Baard street by 
tshwane council in march 2012. 

tel: 012-406 4656
fax: 012-406 4680 / 086 507 5765
e-mail: ministry@justice.gov.za

CAPE TOWN

Private Bag x256, cape town, 8000
120 Plein street, cape town

tel: 021-467 1708
fax: 021-467 1730

The Deputy Minister for Justice 
and Constitutional Development
Mr John Jeffery, Mp

PRETORIA

Private Bag x395, Pretoria, 0001
salu Building, 26th floor, 
316 thabo sehume street , Pretoria
(c/o thabo sehume and francis Baard 
streets)

*andries street was renamed thabo 
sehume street and schoeman street 
was renamed francis Baard street by 
tshwane council in march 2012.

tel: 012-406 4854
fax: 012-406 4878
e-mail: deputyminister@justice.gov.za

CAPE TOWN

Private Bag x9135, cape town, 8000
room 541, 120 Plein street, cape town 

tel: 021-467 1750
fax: 021-467 1732

The Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development 
Director-General Ms Nonkululeko Sindane

PRETORIA

salu Building, 
316 thabo sehume street , Pretoria
(c/o thabo sehume and francis Baard 
streets)

*andries street was renamed thabo 
sehume street and schoeman street was 
renamed francis Baard street by tshwane 
council in march 2012.

tel: 012-406 4718
fax: 012-406 4703 
e-mail: nsindane@justice.gov.za

momentum Building
Private Bag x81, Pretoria, 0001
329 Pretorius street, Pretoria

tel: 012-315 1111

eastern cape
tel: 043-702 7006
fax: 043-722 5525
no 3 Phillip frame road, weaverly 
Park, chiselhurst, 
east london, 5201

Free State 
tel: 051-407 1800
fax: 051-448 4458
71 maitland street, Bloemfontein, 9301

gauteng
tel: 011-332 9000
fax: 011-331 0425
15th & 16th floor, schreina chambers, 
commissioner street,  
Johannesburg, 2001

northern cape
tel: 053-839 0000
fax: 053-832 6815
cnr stead & Knight streets,  
new Public Building,  
Kimberley, 8301

north West
tel: 018 - 397 7000
fax: 018 - 384 3406
22 molopo road, ayob Building,  
mafikeng 2745

Western cape
tel: 021-462 5471 / 5479
fax: 021-462 3135
Plein Park Building, Plein street, 
cape town, 8001

Regional offices

KwaZulu-natal
tel: 031-372 3000 / 3007
fax: 031-304 9213
2 devonshire Place, smith street,  
durban, 4001

Limpopo
tel: 015-297 5577
fax: 015-297 5570
92 Bok street, Polokwane, 0700

mpumalanga
tel: 013-753 9300
fax: 013-752 2666
24 Brown street, nelspruit, 1200
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