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Mazungo shares his story with Justice Today. 

While standing in a queue one afternoon, he was 

approached by a few people. “They told me to decide 

if i am a man or a woman, and said that gays and 

lesbians have brought a strange lifestyle to their 

communities,” said Mazungo. The insults gained 

momentum and soon a mob grew, and he was pushed 

around. Fearing for his life, he ran away. 

 Mazungo’s case received the attention of the 

National Task Team (NTT) on Gender and Sexual 

Orientation-Based Violence perpetrated against LGBTI 

persons. The NTT was established by the Department 

of Justice and Constitutional Development in 2011 with 

the aim of tracking, and intervening, on hate crime cases 

committed against LGBTI persons. The committee 

includes representatives from the departments 

of Justice and Constitutional Development, Social 

Development, Correctional Services, Cooperative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs, Government 

Communications and Women, Children and People 

with Disabilities, as well as Chapter 9 institutions, the 

South African Council of Churches and various civil 

society organisations.

 According to the NTT Interim co-chair Steve Letsike, 

Mazungo’s case is heartbreaking. She explained that 

she is making sure that Mazungo, and others affected 

by intolerance like him, are placed in contact with 

relevant government departments to raise awareness 

of their plight and to receive assistance with the 

services they are looking for. “We are trying to find 

effective ways to rapidly respond to victims, but it is 

becoming clear that in order to prevent such incidents, 

the NTT has to fast track the implementation of the 

National Intervention Strategy activities like community 

dialogues, awareness initiatives and the roll-out of the 

Rapid Response Teams through the Provincial Task 

Teams,” she said. 

 Leading the departmental efforts in this regard, 

Deputy Minister John Jeffery highlights that at the heart 

of all the LGBTI work by the department, the central 

message of changing societal attitudes remain: “To 

have the most progressive laws on the statute book is 

not enough. We must build communities and a society 

in which LGBTI persons are accepted and respected 

Kelvin 
Mazungo (30), from 

Pretoria, is gay and proud 
of his sexual orientation, 

and despite him being fully 
aware of the prejudices against 

the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, 
Transgender and Inter-sex 

(LGBTI) community, he would 
never have thought that he 
would one day fall victim 

to intolerance. 

LGBTI community 
firmly on the agenda
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regardless of the colour of our skin, our gender or our 
sexual orientation,” Deputy Minister Jeffery said.
 Since the establishment of the NTT there has 
been a significant change in addressing LGBTI 
cases. Advocate Johanna Mabote from the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA), expressed appreciation 
for the positive impact the Task Team has had on the 
work of the NPA at national and provincial levels. 
“We are encouraged by the progress made in all the 
LGBTI cases on the court roll, particularly convictions 
and sentences of hate crimes committed against the 
late Disebo ‘Gift’ Makau and Duduzile Zozo where 
the offenders received imprisonment sentences 
of two life sentences and additional 15 years; and 
30 years, respectively,” Advocate Mabote said. She 
further added, as a result of the multi-stakeholder 
information sharing by the Provincial Task Teams, 
prosecutors in the provinces are better equipped to 
handle LGBTI related cases. 
 Provincial Task Teams in the North West, Gauteng 
and KwaZulu-Natal rolled out their campaigns 
in November 2015, with the remaining provinces 
finalising plans.
 The plans include developing prevention 
programmes to address violence and discrimination 
perpetrated on the grounds of sexual orientation 
and gender identity; to improve the response of the 
criminal justice system in addressing such violence 
and discrimination; and to strengthen the capacity 
of state and civil society institutions and systems to 
address and prevent such violence and discrimination. 
  If you have been a victim of LGBTI discrimination, 
you can report your case at your nearest police station, 

and bring forward a case at an equality court. 

What are 
equality courts 
and where can 

you find them?
Equality courts are specialised courts designated to 
hear matters relating to unfair discrimination, hate 
speech and harassment. In terms of the Act all High 
Courts are equality courts for their area of jurisdiction. 
The department has also designated all magistrates’ 
courts to serve as equality courts in all the 9 provinces.

First for Africa
Minister Michael Masutha recently 

launched the Africa Seminar on 
Sexual Orientation Based Violence in 

Johannesburg. The seminar, hosted by the South 
African Human Rights Commission sought to 
find practical solutions to address violence and 
discrimination perpetrated on the bases of sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression. 
According to Minister Masutha, there are many areas 
of work being done by the United Nations, leading 
to successful outcomes that actually ensure that 
these issues are sustained on the global agenda. In 
June 2015, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights issued a report on human rights violations 
against individuals based on their sexual orientation 
and gender identity. It showcases advances in the 
protection of the rights LGBTI persons which include 
the introduction of new anti-discrimination and hate 
crime laws, legal recognition of same sex relationships, 
protection of intersex children, and changes that make 
it easier for transgender people to have their gender 
identity legally recognized. The report also highlights 
that LGBTI people continue to face pervasive, violent 
abuse, harassment and discrimination. 
“As a country we have demonstrated our commitment 
to protection of the LBGTI individuals…At the heart 
of the work to be done, lies one central message, 
that we must change societal attitudes. That as 
national human rights institutions we must ensure 
the protection of the rights of every human being 
regardless of our differences, that as civil society we 
must strive to effect positive change in our societies 
and as Government we must respect, promote, protect 
and fulfill the human rights all our people.”
 “The most important message we need to send is 
one of our common humanity. Regardless of the colour 
of our skin, our gender or sexual orientation, gender 
identity and expression, we all want the same things - 
respect, care, compassion and acceptance. We are all 
human beings. It is a message that we must spread 
all over Africa. We must build communities and a 
society in which persons are accepted and respected, 
irrespective of one’s sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression,” said Minister Masutha. 
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