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Entries for the School Poster competition have closed. Over four thousand entries were 
submitted from learners across all nine provinces. Frantic telephones calls, from teachers 
requesting one day extensions, were difficult to turn down. Two weeks into the 
competition, five (lonely) posters had been received. Undaunted, we waited as our 
anticipated number of three hundred posters, would soon be delivered. A week before the 
competition closed, with over two thousand posters delivered, excitement and panic 
suddenly set in. How could we possibly select eleven winning posters, how would we 
acknowledge each and every participating school and learner, what implications did this 
have for our awareness campaign; these questions were magnified when, at the close of 
the competition, Mpumalanga was to submit an additional two thousand and ninety-nine 
posters! What began in February 2008 as a (small) idea to work with learners in schools 
has translated into an overwhelming success story of creativity, commitment, team work 
and a mammoth work demand for 2009!  
 
If anyone is to ask the question why do we want to raise awareness about the Victims 
Charter among school learners, the answer is contained in over four thousand posters -  
simply, that instilling legal literacy in learners is the foundation to fighting crime and 
building a better nation. Children and youth, equipped with information about their legal 
rights are able to work with the criminal justice system, when they becomes crime victims, 
thus helping fight crime. The winning poster, designed by youth, based on their 
understanding on the importance of the Victims Charter in the fight against crime, will 
provide a more artistic answer to this question. 
 

The competition unearths creativity…. 
 
Posters received are of exceptional quality, which will inevitably making judging extremely 
difficult for the National judges. Overall, the posters show learners, in both age categories 
(7 – 14 and 15 – 21), to have an understanding of the Victims Charter, which can only be 
enhanced with more awareness and information. Some of the posters captured the link 
between violence in schools and victims rights. A poster, in the form of a cartoon strip, 
showed a learner beating another learner in the class room. Another learner intervenes 
and takes both learners to the principal who calls the police. Arriving at the school, the 
police provide all learners with information about victims rights. The learner who is the 
victim is then asked whether she would like to lay a charge of assault with the police. The 
learner who assaulted the victim asks for forgiveness. The cartoon ends with all learners 
holding hands and making a pledge to build a violent free school. 
 
This poster, like many others, showed crimes taking place in schools; in some cases, 
learners cellphones were stolen, teachers assaulted learners, and learners who were 
victims of sexual and domestic abuse, were supported by fellow learners. In all forms of 
crimes committed against learners, the victim is shown as strong and determined to stand 
up for their rights. Interestingly, victims were shown as both boys and girls. In some 
posters, offenders such as teachers and parents were shown as either mother or father.  
 
Some of the posters showed disturbing scenes of children being raped by parents and 
teachers. Drawings were graphic and almost real with the level of detail shown on the 



 
 

faces of the victim and offender. This is one of the tragedies of our society because for 
many children, crime, particularly domestic and sexual abuse, is often a daily occurrence. 
The competition highlights the extent of work that needs to be done to empower all 
learners with information about their legal rights. The Victims Charter no longer can be 
regarded as abstract because learners are able to understand the significance of having 
rights if they become victims of crime.  
 
Posters that depicted individual rights within the Victims Charter, for example, the right to 
information showed the ever present cell phone as a communication tool. However, the 
cell phone was also shown as a potential enabler of crime; through ‘face book’ and ‘mxit’, 
learners showed how others could be in danger of stalking and abduction. This insight into 
the realities of learners can be useful in informing an awareness campaign on victims 
rights that is more relevant and appropriate to learners. 
 
Using the criteria of ‘creativity and originality’ to select winning posters is going to prove 
challenging for the judges. Learners showed their creativity beyond expectations. Learners 
in one school, used carbon boxes that contained soap and the result was an overwhelming 
scent of lavender on each of the posters. Another group of learners used ice-cream sticks 
to form borders of each poster. Using photographs of themselves as victims and offenders, 
a group of learners showed how the definition of victim of crime, can translate to include 
anyone, including themselves. One learner handed delivered her poster in a box and upon 
opening the box, no poster was found except an entry form and a letter to the President to 
protect all children. Another learner used the Victims Charter to develop a ‘Youth Against 
Crime Charter’. The inclusion of a poem in Isivenda and translated in English formed part 
of another group’s poster, the words echoing some of the ideas from the Youth Charter. 
Judging creativity and originality could ultimately mean that each poster is a winner!   
 

The team that made it possible…… 
 
One of the posters is entitled ‘Making a Difference’ and this is what the team that made the 
competition a success should proudly remember about their contribution. 
 Overall, the school poster competition is proving to be an overwhelming success. The 
Victims Charter Regional Team worked tirelessly to make the competition a success. In 
some provinces, Regional Coordinators drove to rural schools and spent days making it 
possible for learners to submit exceptionally high quality posters. Acknowledgements must 
be made of some of the team leaders such as Kgosiemang Motsei (Limpopo), Nomzi 
Gwintswa (Eastern Cape), Corne Haasbroek (Mpumalanga), and Malane Barlow (Northern 
Cape). Team leaders worked well with District and Local Education managers, and in 
some cases, the Education Department also participated in the Provincial Judging panel. 
Mpumalanga is a case study of the effectiveness of collaboration between Justice and 
Education Department. The judges a day going through two thousand and ninety nine (2 
099) posters before selecting provincial winners! 
 
 
The work of all Regional Coordinators, assisted by Public Education and Communication 
(PEC - National) has showcased team work in the Justice Department. From working on 
the design, layout and placement of newspaper advert, to coordination of radio and 
television interviews, PEC made it possible for the competition to reach as many South 
Africa’s as possible. Judging by entries submitted directly to National office, the media 
strategy proven well worth time and effort spent. The constant feedback from Regional 
Coordinators on progress with the competition also highlighted “ownership” of the 
competition.  Team work of this standard will ensure the successful implementation of the 
Victims Charter by the Department. 
 



 
 

The next step….. 
 
With over seventy schools in Mpumalanga participating in the competition, our work has 
just begun. The school competition is part of the Department’s Public Awareness 
campaign in Schools. The winning posters are to form part of the promotional material 
used in the campaign. What this means for Mpumalanga (and other provinces) is targeting 
participating schools in the first phase of the campaign.  
 
The details of the campaign are yet to be determined, but initial ideas include; ‘adopt a 
school’ where inter-departmental committees and individual departments are to adopt a 
school to implement the campaign. This would take the form of Information Sessions with 
Teachers, Learners and School Governing Bodies, inclusion of schools in other campaign 
events such as 365 Days, Victims Rights Week, and 16 Days Campaign, supply of 
promotional material to schools etc. 
 
In Limpopo a teacher approached the Regional Coordinator and with tears in her eyes, 
thanked the Department for visiting the school. This was the first time any department had 
ventured to the school and had taken time to work with the learners. She shared some of 
the experiences of working with learners who were abused and “forgotten by the system” 
and receiving an Information Session which equipped with information to assist the 
learners. Her request for training of learners as ‘peer-victim support officers’ will form part 
of our deliberation in determining details of the campaign. Clearly, an integrated approach 
by departments working in schools is needed. For the Department, information about legal 
rights and responsibilities is our first step. 
 
 
The school competition has also revealed learners painful experience of crime. As one 
learner wrote, ‘I know what it feels like to be hurt sexually but I didn’t tell anyone’, clearly 
showing the need for support and affirmation of young victims of crime. The competition 
was a great success, but the work only begins with the 2009 campaign. 
 
  
 


