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Provincial Feature: Coordination of the School Poster Competition 
 
With the excitement generated at the prospect of learners winning prizes, new energy has 
been put into the Victims Charter. 
 
Addressing the challenge of school learner’s lack of information on the Victims Charter 
(Service Charter for Victims of Crime), was one of the reasons that informed approaches 
adopted by Limpopo, Northern Cape, Mpumalanga and Western Cape,  to the School 
competition. This brief article shows that sometimes direct contact with a target group is 
more beneficial than simply sending information. The question of who will win the school 
poster competition is soon to be decided. As we await the judges’ decision, we can debate 
whether schools that had direct contact will be more advantageous than those without 
contact. How far have we progressed since the first announcement of the competition? 
This brief article show cases progress of Limpopo, Northern Cape, Mpumalanga and 
Western Cape. (Other provinces have made strides, this article uses case study of four 
provinces. Read the special report on the Eastern Cape for more examples on how the 
project was implemented.)  
 

1. Limpopo…. a time of rain miracles 
Not content with the slow moving pace of engaging the Provincial Education Department, 
Motsei Kgosiemang, the Regional Coordinator took a decision to work with schools 
directly. This decision would prove useful in gaining much needed time to meet the 
competition deadline. Meetings with Provincial Education managers were planned, 
together with visits to District managers and schools. Three districts formed part of the 
focus. In each district, the education manager, after presentation from Mr. Kgosiemang, 
identified three – five primary schools and high schools in the district. In Vhembe district, a 
meeting was held with principals before an engagement could take place with learners and 
teachers. A characteristic of schools in the district is the discipline that is enforced at the 
school. The beauty of Limpopo is marred only by poverty and this was reflected in some of 
the posters entered by learners. 
Following meeting with principals and teachers, a request was made for principals and 
teachers to be excused, leaving learners to discuss (excitedly) about the prospect of 
designing a winning poster. 
 
This was followed by a session with prefects of all grades, thus shifting responsibility for 
coordination of the competition away from teachers to learners. Prefects provided with 
brochures and other promotional material would then conduct information sessions with 
other learners. 
 

2. Mpumalanga… a smile that stretched a thousand miles 
Under the coordination of Corne Haasbroek, the team focused on rural schools in Nsikazi, 
Graskop, Sabie, White River and Nkomzai. In Nsikazi, presentations were made on the 
Victims Charter to the following schools; Entokozweni, Mgwenyane, Emtfonjeni, Sandzile, 
Vulindlela, Khutsalani and Ngodini High School. Interestingly, court managers also formed 
part of the team and they disseminated information about the Victims Charter. This 
facilitated building relations between court and education officials. In Nkomazi, visits were 
made to three circuit offices which were followed by an Information session with all school 
principals. Despite some of the challenges in organizing Information sessions, 
Mpumalanga was able to generate the most posters. 



 
 

3. Northern Cape… a diamond in the rough 
Sixty five ministerial schools in the Northern Cape formed the provincial focus for 
implementation of the school poster competition. Information sessions with educators were 
held in Kimberley, Upington, Kuruman and Springbok. According to Malane Barlow, 
Regional Justice Communication Officer, “Information on Victims Rights was disseminated 
to the educators in order for them to educate and inform pupils on what the poster needs 
to depict”, and this increased awareness on the Victims Charter. The Northern Cape has 
included prizes for learners in two age categories; 7 – 14 and 15 – 20 years. With this 
motivation, the Northern Cape is set to produce a diamond, even if it’s a rough cut. 
 

4. Western Cape…. a season within seasons 
Similar to most provinces, the Western Cape engaged provincial Education Department in 
identifying participating schools. Communication about the competition was sent to district 
education managers and principals in public schools. 
 
 
 
 
 


